New knowledge

is the most valuable
commodity on earth.
The more truth

we have to work with,
the richer we become.

— Kurt Vonnegut

VOL. 120, NO. 1

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE FOR ONLY $20 A YEAR! VISIT INSIDEONLINE.COM FOR DETAILS

INSIDE-BO

FREE

OSTER

ANINSIDE PUBLICATIONS NEWSPAPER
NEWS OF LINCOLN PARK, LAKE VIEW, NORTH CENTER & LINCOLN SQUARE

JANUARY 3 - JANUARY 9, 2024

insideonline.com

Meeting over Ashland Ave.
pot shop lightly attended

A new recreational pot is one
step closer to arriving on the riv-
erfront border between Lincoln
Park and Bucktown after dispen-
sary operators Dr. Greenthumb
met with a group of residents over
their plan to open a pot shop at
the former site of Green Dolphin
Street nightclub, 2200 N. Ash-
land.

On Dec. 20 representatives from
TRP - company that operates Dr.
Greenthumb’s - shared their plans

to a small group of area residents
at a community meeting hosted by
Ald. Scott Waguespack [32nd].

Many of those who attended the
meeting live across the street at
the Triangle Square condo build-
ing which is also a recent arrival
to the formerly industrial area.

TRP officials told the audience
that they plan to present their pro-
posal to the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals in February.

Extended street closures
in Lakeview this weekend

The CTA announced on Dec.
29 that there would be extended
street closures on N. Clark St.from
W. Newport Ave. to W. Bucking-
ham Place, and on W. Roscoe St.
from N. Sheffield Ave. to east of
the CTA Tracks on weekends -
Friday though Monday - Jan. 5
through 8, with backup dates of

Jan. 12 though 15.

Dates are subject to change
due to weather and construction
schedule adjustments

Work hours are 9 p.m. Friday
through 4 a.m. Monday with con-
tinuous 24/7 street closures while
workers conduct track and struc-
ture demolition.

Emergency bridge and road closures
at Division St. Bridge

Work crews with the city’s Dept.
of Transportation shut down the
Division St. Bridge Tuesday for
emergency repairs. Emergency
repairs at the Division St. Bascule
Bridge over the North Branch of
the Chicago River are expected to
last until JFeb. 9.

The work consists of selec-
tive roadway stringers and deck
repairs. Eastbound lanes are
now closed to all through traf-
fic between N. Elston Ave. and
N. North Branch St. Westbound

lanes are open to traffic.

From Jan. 22 through Feb. 29,
Eastbound lanes will be opened
to traffic, while Westbound
lanes will be closed to all traffic
between N. Elston Ave. and N.
North Branch St.

Division St. will remain open
to local traffic at all times be-
tween N. North Branch St. and
N. Halsted St. One sidewalk will
remain open to pedestrian traffic
at all times.

Common sense prevails,
high density Ravenswood project
rejected

It seemed out of place at first
glance, and perhaps appearances
have become the reality for a high
density residential development
project proposed for Ravenswood
that was to rise on a site that now
held just one single family home.

Ald. Andre Vasquez [40th] has
denied a zoning change request
for a proposal at 5400 N. Ash-
land. The five-story development
proposal would have added 18
new residential units where once
only one family lived.

Planned by real estate inves-
tor Josh Bradley, the project site
is located at the northwest corner
of N. Ashland Ave. and W. Bal-
moral. It had been owned for 30
years by the same family. Bradley

-

!

and his husband bought the prop-
erty and one-story ranch home in
Oct. 2022.

The proposal also called for
only nine off-street residen-
tial parking spots at the back of
the ground floor, which would
have left the other future tenants
searching elsewhere in the com-
munity for parking.

Bradley was asking to rezone
the site from RS-3 to B2-3, but
Ald. Vasquez denied the request,
citing community concern over
its height, density and lack of
parking. Vasquez claims he will
have a follow up meeting with the
community to discuss the proj-
ect.

period for 2019, the last pre-COVID year.

CTA reckoning coming in 2026

Public transportation rides high on two-year supply
of bailout cash, but there is trouble ahead

BY MARK GLENNON
Wirepoints

Federal funds have been critical
in maintaining public transporta-
tion service in the Chicago region
since the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic. And the Chicago Tran-
sit Authority [CTA] has had an
easy ride the last two years thanks
to all the federal cash they were
gifted.

Now, dire news over the past
week makes clear that mass tran-
sit in the Chicago area is severely
threatened.

The gravy train is coming to an
end soon and according The Civic
Federation [TCF] a financial cliff
is on the CTA’s distant horizon.

If it weren’t for federal COVID
relief funds still unspent, the

CTA’s operating budget for the
coming year would face a deficit
representing nearly a quarter of
the entire budget. Right now the
Fiscal Year [FY] 2024 CTA op-
erating budget is balanced with
$472.5 million in federal COVID
relief funds, representing ap-
proximately 23.7% of the entire
operating budget. The FY2025
projected budget gap of $481.2
million will also be balanced
with federal relief funds.

However, after 2025 those
funds will be exhausted, forcing
the CTA to balance its projected
FY2026 budget deficit of $576.9
million by securing new addi-
tional revenue sources, making
severe service cuts or utilizing
some combination of both strate-
gies, says TCF.

In order to prepare for the loss
of federal funds for Chicago area
transit agencies in 2026, the Gen-
eral Assembly approved Public
Act 102-1028 in 2023. The Act re-
quired the Chicago Metropolitan
Area for Planning to convene re-
gional transportation agencies to
develop recommendations for the
long-term fiscal and operational
sustainability of the CTA, Metra
and Pace.

The Plan of Action for Re-
gional Transit [PART] report is
now available in draft form and
will be presented to the General
Assembly this month for its con-
sideration.

CTA operating budget
totals $2B

The CTA FY2024 operating
budget of nearly $2 billion was

RECKONING see p. 8

Most arrested Chicagoan under ‘cashless bail’
gets arrested three more times in five days

BY CWBCHICAGO

Remember Juvenal Coronel?
We wrote about him in October
as the person arrested more than
anyone else in Chicago during the
first month of cashless bail.

Well, he recently got out of jail
after serving a little time.

And he quickly got arrested
three more times within five days.
Yes, he has been released each
time.

Coronel was arrested five times
within the first month of cashless
bail’s debut on September 18. He
kept getting out.

First, he was accused of slap-
ping two women on their buttocks
in the 6800 block of N. Clark on
Sept. 22. He left the police station
hours later.

On Sept. 27, Chicago cops ar-
rested him in the 1700 block of W.
Lunt after a woman accused him
of jumping on the hood of her car

J

Juvenal Coronel is seen in mugshots taken after some of his arrests during

the “cashless bail” era.

and punching her window as she
stopped for a red light. Again, he
walked out of the police station a
few hours later.

He was released again after a
man accused him of scratching
letters into the door of his Jeep in
the 1700 block of W. Lunt.

On Oct. 17, he was arrested and
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charged with blocking traffic in
the 6900 block of N. Clark. He
left the police station early the
following day. That evening, he
got arrested again after a driver
reported that he was walking
in traffic, trying to hit passing
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Letters to the Editor

Fern Hill plan fails to be authentic

As a longtime residents, we
urge City Hall to de-commission
the Fern Hill multi-year commu-
nity engagement process. It has
run its course and failed to be an
authentic exercise.

Instead, the interested parties
conducted a multi-faceted public
relations campaign to benefit a
small group of religious and edu-
cational institutions, a planned
development owner, adjacent bar
owners, and Walgreens.

Walgreens hopes to move to a
temporary location in the vacant
former Treasure Island space. This
must be viewed in the context of
Walgreens recently closing three
stores: Clark/Broadway, Chicago/
Orleans, and W. North Ave.

The closure of the North Ave.
corporate-owned store in our
neighborhood would enable Fern
Hill to acquire its site and con-
struct a cheap steel high-rise resi-
dential tower of 500 units and 450
parking spaces.

Surely the sale of this store to
create a development site worth
tens of millions of dollars would
generate a solid profit for Wal-
greens and open Old Town to
development. This is driven by
Walgreens’ own corporate issues
as widely reported and the ambi-
tions of Fern Hill’s disclosed and
undisclosed partners.

A temporary or even permanent
24-hour liquor-selling Walgreens

in the former Treasure Island :
space with its own parking lot, :
drive-through access and adjacent :
to two high-rise residential towers :

is a bad idea.

This Walgreens play has been
communicated in open public :

meetings and in private deals

through a years-long orchestration :

by a well-connected developer.

This was conducted under the :
broader guise of mothballing :
currently useful gas stations and :

Divvy bike rack

irrelevant

One more thing about the story
on bicycle-vs.-pothole, and the
: Illinois Supreme Court decision
: [Dec. 27].

Yes,in Chicago bicyclists are al-
lowed to ride on sidewalks where
. they’re going to or from a bike
: rack. But if plaintiff Clark Alave
: wasn’t riding a Divvy bike where
he hit that pothole, the adjacent
Divvy bike rack was irrelevant,
since it’s only for Divvy bikes.

cramming in new high-rise af- :

fordable housing onto a site too
small to create feasible affordable
housing units.

Those units could be built as
low to midrise units in more suit-
able nearby vacant lot locations
in our ward or in adjacent wards
designated for low-income hous-
ing.

Not included in any real way
were the voices of the residents
who seek to protect their property
values and their quality of life
from further incursions of traffic,
pedestrian street crossing safety,
and criminal activity.

We assume that our public offi-
cials can put an end to this process
by indicating that they cannot see
a way to endorse this dense de-
velopment without permanently
altering and adversely impacting
the character of Old Town.

The focus should be on sup-
porting the re-establishment of

Hunt was a wonderful person

Richard Hunt, who just passed
away, had his sculpture studio
at 1017 W. Lill in the heart of
Lincoln Park for over 50 years. He
was an internationally famous
sculptor with many monumental
sculptures around Chicago and
the world.

One of his sculptures, Eagle
Columns, stands in Jonquil
Park at the corner of Lincoln,
Sheffield, and Wrightwood. The
following quote describes the
motivation behind the sculpture:

“During the late 19th century,
Illinois Gov. John Peter Altgeld
(1847-1902) made a decision
of conscience that essentially
destroyed his career. Soon after
Altgeld’s inauguration, his law
partner Clarence Darrow asked
him to review the cases of the
anarchists who had been blamed
for the Haymarket Riot of 1886.
Altgeld became convinced that
the men had been unfairly con-
victed of murder, and despite
public outcry, he pardoned the
three living “bombers” in 1893.
Altgeld received harsh criticism
even after his death. This senti-

Have something on your mind about your community?
Write a Letter To The Editorat insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com

ment finally changed in 1913,
when Vachel Lindsay published
“The Eagle that is Forgotten,” a
poem that prompted many citi-
zens to recognize the previous
governor as a forgotten hero.”

Sara Leonard, a Wrightwood
Neighbors  Association com-
munity group board member,
applied for a National Endowment
of the Arts grant. The application
asked ‘how many people would
see it,” Sara submitted the answer
as “over 100,000 by the people
passing by, on the CTA elevated
trains nearby.”

Well, we got the grant! Eagle
Columns was installed in 1989.

On a personal note, when I
moved to Chicago, I rented an
apartment four houses down
from Hunt’s studio. Whenever I
stopped by, I was always greeted
with a big smile, a firm handshake
and an invitation to see the latest
piece he was working on. He was
a wonderful person.

Allan Mellis
Lincoln Park

: Jean SmilingCoyote

. West Ridge
a walkable grocery store in the
Treasure Island space which for
over 50 years thrived in that lo-
cation.

Public officials need to step
forward and end this money-
making scheme. This process has
highjacked our time and attention
and held us hostage to an elabo-
rate zoning chess game which
gives priority to a few special in-
terests in shaping this deal. It has
treated voters as pawns and with
disregard.

Tim and Mary Carew
Old Town

The Thomas 0’Gorman
column and

The Home Front

by Don DeBat

will return next week.
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Collective bargaining agreement
between the FOP and City passes

BY ALD. MARIA HADDEN
[49TH]

In December, City Council
passed the extension of the col-
lective bargaining agreement
between the Fraternal Order of
Police [FOP] and the City of
Chicago. The agreement was a
two-year extension of the agree-
ment ratified under former Mayor
Lightfoot in 2021. The new agree-
ment will expire in 2027.

As a part of the agreement,
CPD officers are set to receive
pay raises set at 5% in 2024 and
2025, up from 2% and 2.5% pre-
viously.

After 2025, raises will be tied to
inflation, ranging from 3%-5%.

There have been concerns ex-
pressed about the level of raises
that officers are slated to receive
under the new agreement. How-
ever, police are not immune to
historical rates of inflation or in-
creased costs of living.

Furthermore, we’ve seen rapid
rates of attrition within the de-
partment along with a spike in
the expectations of officers. With
strained resources, increased de-
mands on officers, and costs of
living on the rise, the increase in
salary will help retain and attract
quality officers to fill these roles
until we enter negotiations again
in a few years.

As a part of the contract, offi-
cers will also receive a one-time
$2,500 retention bonus, replacing
a yearly bonus of $2,000 for offi-
cers who have been on the job for
more than 20 years.

The agreement also offers a
$1,000/year bonus for officers
who enlist in Crisis Interven-
tion Team [CIT] training and re-
ceive their bike certification. CIT
trained officers received special-
ized training in how to respond
to and de-escalate mental health
crises.

Officers who opt into the pro-
gram have expectations that
exceed those of other sworn of-
ficers. They provide critical pub-
lic safety services to some of the
most vulnerable populations in
Chicago.

Bike-certified officers are also
critical to getting officers out of
their vehicles and immersed in
communities. For years, I have
asked for additional officers on
bikes in our neighborhood, and
I'm glad to see more incentives
being offered to officers to be-
come certified.

In addition to some of the finan-
cial incentives, the contract also
changes the structure of medical
and parental leave for sworn of-
ficers. Previously, only officers
who were the birthing parent of
a child were allowed to take pa-
rental leave. Under the new agree-
ment, officers can now take up to
12 weeks of parental leave, even if
they were not the birthing parent.

This provides officers a critical
opportunity to bond with their in-
fant after it is born. It also match-
es the offer of paid parental leave
being offered to members of the
Chicago Teachers Union.

At a time when CPD morale is
at an all-time low, I believe that
the financial incentives and ben-
efits of the contract will serve as a
much-needed morale boost.

After spending several years
working without a contract, this
can serve as a signal to our offi-
cers that we understand the stress
of their position and are willing
to compensate them fairly for it.
It may also serve a dual purpose
in that it will attract new potential
officers from diverse backgrounds
to join CPD.

There remains legitimate con-
cerns about the newly ratified con-
tract around the issue of account-
ability and transparency. Among
the most concerning is language
on the body-worn cameras policy.
The new contract restricts the use
of body-worn cameras and pro-
vides the FOP additional control
over the use of footage from cam-
eras in disciplinary cases.

The new policy also prohibits
the use of body-worn cameras to
record post-incident conversa-
tions with police members and
supervisors and allows officers to
turn off body-worn cameras when
they are not actively engaging
with the public.

There are also concerns about
language in the contract around
a “People’s Court,” which allows
officers facing suspensions of 30
days or less to go before an inde-
pendent arbitrator for an abbrevi-
ated hearing.

Parties involved in these hear-
ings would not be allowed to pro-
vide written arguments in support
of their positions, and the arbitra-
tor’s decision would be final and
binding. In addition to the Peoples
Court model, any investigation
that takes longer than 18 months

to reach a conclusion can request
to go before an arbitrator.

In these cases, the arbitrator
would determine whether there
is a reasonable basis for the in-
vestigation to take more than 18
months, with the CPD required

After spending several
years working without
a contract, this can serve
as a signal to our
officers that we under-
stand the stress of their
position and are will-
ing to compensate them
fairly for it. It may also
serve a dual purpose
in that it will attract
new potential officers
from diverse back-
grounds to join CPD.

to demonstrate reasonable cause
for delay. This contract may end
those anonymous complaints for
the first time in 40 years. Prior to
this change, the City could not in-
vestigate any complaints brought
forward anonymously, even if
there was evidence that supported
the complaint. This change will
make it easier for individuals to
come forward to report police
misconduct without the fear of
retaliation.

The ratified agreement also
puts an end to the requirement to
destroy disciplinary records. The
new contract allows these records
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to be retained indefinitely. The
new contract broadened the use
of disciplinary records in cases
involving police misconduct.
Previously, sustained allegations
of misconduct could only be used
for five years; under the new con-
tract, these sustained allegations
can be used for the duration of
the officer’s career.

During the December nego-
tiations, the City Council rejected
an ordinance that would allow
arbitrators to rule on some of the
most egregious police miscon-
duct cases. The ordinance got
voted down 33-17.

In June, an independent arbi-
trator issued a ruling that would
allow CPD officers to have the
option to have their cases heard
through an arbitration process
rather than by the Chicago Police
Board [CPB] for suspensions in
excess of a year or when facing
dismissal.

The decisions in the arbitration
process would be binding and fi-
nal.

The arbitration ruling was the
most contentious decision issued
by an independent arbitrator rul-
ing over contract negotiations be-
tween the FOP and City of Chi-
cago. Because of the implications
the ruling would have, the matter
was bifurcated from the rest of
the labor agreement.

For over 60 years, the CPB has
been responsible for reviewing

and making decisions on police
disciplinary matters, including
the most serious allegations of
misconduct. While imperfect, this
format has allowed a transparent
process to hold officers account-
able by a body that is independent
and impartial.

Shifting that to an arbitration
process rolls back the clock on
the progress Chicago has made
toward increasing transparency
on allegations of police miscon-
duct, pushing the most egregious
misconduct cases to be heard be-
hind closed doors. This risks fur-
ther eroding the already tenuous
trust that the public has in the in-
vestigative process around police
misconduct.
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Police
Beat...

Couple robbed at gunpoint
in Lincoln Park

on Christmas night,
second holdup nearby

A Lincoln Park couple was robbed
at gunpoint near their home on
Christmas night. Another man was
robbed at gunpoint in the neighbor-
hood Dec. 26. No arrests have been
announced.

The couple, a 33-year-old man
and a 31-year-old woman, was in
the 400 block of W. Fullerton, not
far from their home, when an armed
man confronted them around 9:57
p.m., police said. He ordered them
to surrender their valuables, and
they complied, handing over jew-
elry and other property.

Chicago cops tracked the wom-
an’s phone and recovered it along
with other proceeds in the 2600
block of N. Dayton, a CPD spokes-
person said.

Officers who spoke with the cou-
ple said the robber was a Black man
standing about 5-7" tall. He was
last seen heading west on Fullerton
wearing a black ski mask and a black
hoodie.

Then, around 2:45 a.m., a man
was robbed at gunpoint near the in-
tersection of Armitage and Mohawk.
He told police that two men who got
out of a small car put a gun to his
head and threatened to shoot him.

The men took his phone and
forced him to surrender his pass-
code and wallet. No description of
the suspects was available.

Christmas Day arson at car dealer

An arson case occurred at 4:15
a.m. Monday, Dec. 25, when a male
subject was seen on video jumping
the fence of a car dealership located
at 5950 N. Western Ave. The offend-
er then pours gasoline on a car and
ignites it.

Police believe he may have fled
in a black Jeep afterwards. No other
information is available at this time.
Anyone with information on this
crime is encouraged to call Arson
Detectives at 312-746-7618. Call-
ers should refer to this crime as
JG553885.

Christmas Eve Lincoln Square
breakin

At 1 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 24, an un-
known offender began kicking in
the rear door of an apartment on
the 4700 Block of N. Virginia. As he
gained entry, he was confronted by
the homeowner.

A physical altercation ensued and
the offender fled. The homeowner
was injured (bruising/swelling) and
was transported to the hospital by
EMS.

No description of the offender is
available at this time. Detectives are
continuing to investigate. Anyone
with additional information may call
Area 3 detectives at 312-744-8263.
This case is referenced JG552819.

Armed robbery spree
on North Side

Police are warning North Side
residents of 15 similar robberies that
occurred in the early morning hours
of Dec. 18, and Dec 23. The offend-
ers arrive in two separate vehicles
and drive up to the victims to box
them into their vehicle.

The offenders exit the offend-
ing vehicles, point handguns at the
victims and demand their personal
belongings.

Victims turn over phones and the
offenders flee in the vehicles they
arrived in.

Incidents include one on the 5400
Block of N. Damen Ave, on Dec. 23,

2023, at 3:10 a.m.; 5200 Block of N.
Winthrop Ave, on Dec. 23,2023 at 3:25
a.m.; 4300 Block of N. Campbell Ave.,
on Dec. 23, 2023, at 3:30 a.m.; 4400
Block of N. Campbell Ave., on Dec.
23,2023, at 3:45 a.m.; 3100 Block of N.
Clifton Ave., on Dec. 23, 2023, at 4:00
a.m.; 2900 Block of N. Clark Street, on
Dec. 23, 2023, at 4:10 a.m.; 6300 Block
of N. Artesian Ave., on Dec. 18, 2023, at
1:45 a.m.; 2300 Block of W. Devon Ave,
on Dec. 18, 2023, at 1:52 a.m.; 2700
Block of W. Rosemont Ave, on Dec.
18, 2023, at 2:10 a.m.; 4900 Block of N.
Broadway Ave, on Dec. 18,2023, at 2:30
a.m.; 4800 Block of N. Broadway Ave,
on Dec. 18, 2023, at 2:35 a.m.; 6400
Block of N. Artesian Ave, on Dec. 18,
2023, at 2:45 a.m., and the1200 Block
of W. Winona Ave, on Dec. 18, 2023, at
3:36 a.m.

Anyone with information on these
crimes may call the Bureau of Detec-
tives — Area 3 at 312-744-8263.

Man accused of sexually assaulting
two women he met in Chicago bars
gets probation

A Lakeview man has been sen-
tenced to probation after pleading
guilty to sexually abusing two women
he metin bars between 2014 and 2019.
Prosecutors brought charges against
Jorge Acevedo, 46, in Jan. 2022, but
the victims filed reports with Chicago
police years earlier.

The first victim,
a23-year-old wom-
an, told police in
Dec. 2014 that she
went to a bar and
woke up in Aceve-
do’s apartment on
the 900 block of W.
Belmont with him
lying on top of her
naked, according to a Chicago police
report filed in Dec. 2014.

The report said she went to a hos-
pital for treatment, where a sexual
assault evidence kit was collected. It
also said she identified Acevedo by
name and picked him out of a photo
line-up.

For reasons that are not clear,
Acevedo was not charged for another
seven years.

Intheinterim, a second woman filed
a complaint against Acevado. The 24-
year-old told police she was out drink-
ing for a celebration on Sept. 22, 2019,
when she realized she was in a white
car that she did not recognize.

She later woke up alone and naked
in Acevedo’s apartment on the 3100
block of N. Cambridge, not knowing
where she was or how she got there,
the report continued.

The woman told investigators that
she remembered having sex with
Acevedo, and she went to Rush Hospi-
tal for a criminal sexual assault exami-
nation and evidence collection, the
report said.

DNA testing of both sexual assault
kits linked the two cases, according to
CPD records.

Acevedo, now 46, faced kidnapping
and criminal sexual assault charges in
both cases but recently reached a plea
deal with prosecutors.

Under the agreement, Acevedo
was allowed to plead guilty to a re-
duced charge of criminal sexual abuse
in exchange for a two-year probation
sentence, according to court records.
He must also register as a sex offender
for two years.

Judge Adrienne Davis oversaw the
case and sentencing.

Acevedo has been on electronic
monitoring since posting bail shortly
after the charges were filed.

Jorge Acevedo

Man found dead in bathtub

Area Five detectives are conducting
a death investigation after a man was
found unresponsive in Wicker Park on
Christmas Day.

Chicago police released a brief me-
dia statement that said a 38-year-old
was found inside a residence in the
1500 block of N. Wicker Park around
4:30 p.m. He was pronounced dead at
the scene.

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

According to information col-
lected from other sources, the man
was found unresponsive in a bath-
tub in a second-floor apartment. The
initial appearance was that he had
drowned, but the medical examiner’s
office will try to determine the cause
and manner of death by conducting
an autopsy.

Ravenswood man confronts
burglar, gets attacked

A Ravenswood man was physi-
cally attacked Dec. 24 when he came
face-to-face with a burglar inside his
home.

The victim was asleep in the 4700
block of N. Virginia when the intruder
entered his home, apparently by kick-
ing in the back door, according to a
preliminary Chicago police report.
When the victim went to investigate,
the burglar punched him in the face
and ran out the back door.

EMS took the victim, who suffered
from bruising and a sore back after
fighting with the intruder, to Swedish
Covenant Hospital.

The suspect was described only as
a male who stood about 510" tall and
wore a hoodie.

Burglary reports citywide are down
1% compared to last year and down
22% compared to 2019. But the Town
Hall 19th District, which includes the
area where this burglary occurred,
has seen a 19% increase in burglaries
this year. Break-ins are up 4% in Town
Hall compared to 2019.

Man robbed Rogers Park
pharmacy of cash, narcotics
Chicago police investigators used
the city’s network of surveillance
cameras to track
an armed robber
from the scene of
the crime on the
Far North Side
to his South Side
home. Then, cops

staked out the

robber’s home
Harvey and took him into
Woodfork

PR custody when he
stepped back outside three days after
the holdup, according to prosecutors.

Those details emerged during a de-
tention hearing for Harvey Woodfork,
34, at the Leighton Criminal Court-
house. He's charged with two counts
of armed robbery and possessing a
controlled substance.

Prosecutors said Woodfork entered
Chicago Health Mart, 1260 W. Devon,
on Dec. 5 and robbed the pharmacy
of $300 cash and a “large amount” of
narcotics. Surveillance video showed
the robber, wearing a black ski mask
and distinct orange and black gloves,
escaping in a red Nissan, according to
police.

Detectives tracked the Nissan to
the 6700 block of S. Prairie and found
additional video on the block that
showed Woodfork entering his home
shortly after the robbery, prosecutors
said.

Cops took him into custody when
he stepped outside and entered the
Nissan three days later. Prosecutors
said the police recovered a black ski
mask, orange and black gloves, and
a pill bottle taken from the pharma-
cy during the arrest. The police said
Woodfork was carrying $1,861 cash
when they arrested him.

Judge Anthony Calabrese ordered
Woodfork detained while awaiting
trial. Woodfork’s previous felony con-
victions include possessing a stolen
motor vehicle and possessing a con-
trolled substance in 2021, according
to clerk of court records.

Eight robbed during
Dec. 23 crime spree
Two carloads of armed men went
on an hour-long armed robbery spree
across the North Side on Dec. 23. At
least eight victims were targeted dur-
ing the holdups, which began in Lin-
coln Square and ended in Lakeview.
The robberies strongly resemble
two other robbery sprees reported

Two gunmen rob Byline Bank, 7050 N. Western Ave., Dec. 23, 2023.

Gunmen took $9,433 cash -
and a GPS tracker - from Rogers Park bank

Two men are in custody, accused of
taking more than $9,000 at gunpoint
from a Rogers Park bank branch Dec.
22.

Federal authorities say one of the
men claimed he had nothing to do
with the robbery and was merely in
the neighborhood for a Grindr hook-
up, an alibi that seemed to fall apart
because his phone, a critical tool for
using the gay dating app, was found
on the bank’s floor.

Troy Luckett, 23, and Kendall Sul-
livan, 21, were arrested minutes after
the robbery by cops who followed a
GPS tracker hidden inside the bank’s
cash, according to an FBl agent's prob-
able cause affidavit.

The robbers entered Byline Bank,
7050 N. Western Ave., shortly after 10
a.m. and made their way to a teller.
One of them displayed a gun while
the other handed a bag to a teller and
told them to fill it with cash, the agent
wrote. A second teller slipped a GPS
tracker into a second stack of money
and stuffed it into the bag.

As the robbery was unfolding, two
customers entered the bank, and
one of the robbers, allegedly Luckett,
forced them to lie on an office floor,
the FBl agent said.

Chicago cops began tracking the
GPS signal within eight minutes and
quickly located two cars traveling
together in synch with the tracker,
according to the affidavit. The driver
of the second car started to hit his
brakes and drive slowly, apparently in

an attempt to keep the police from
reaching the first car, the agent ex-
plained.

But the cars split up, and police
apprehended Sullivan after he ran
from the first car with a bag contain-
ing $9,433, the exact amount taken
from the bank, the affidavit said.
Chicago cops allegedly found two
pistols in the pockets of a jacket he
discarded as he ran.

Sullivan later admitted to par-
ticipating in the robbery, but he re-
fused to identify his accomplice, the
agent wrote.

Luckett allegedly denied par-
ticipating in the robbery and told
investigators he was in the area to
have a Grindr hookup, the FBI agent
alleged. While Luckett didn’t have a
phone with him, Chicago police did
find a phone on the bank floor near
where Luckett allegedly stood dur-
ing the holdup.

When investigators asked how he
could have a Grindr hookup without
a phone, Luckett replied that the
police were trying to “trick” him, the
FBl agent claimed.

Luckett also denied knowing Sul-
livan, but publicly available social
media profiles show the two men
are friends on Facebook, according
to the FBl agent.

Investigators also found two gun
storage cases in Luckett’s car that
bore the serial numbers of the two
guns cops allegedly recovered from
Sullivan’s jacket, the agent alleged.

this month on the North Side.

The first robbery attempt occurred
in the 5400 block of N. Damen around
3:10 a.m. Four men jumped out of two
cars and pointed guns at the victim,
but he managed to run away and con-
tact police.

A few minutes later, a group of men
pointed guns at another man outside
his home in the 5200 block of N. Win-
throp and robbed him. Again, the of-
fenders escaped in two cars.

The robbers then tried to rob an-
other man who was in a car in the
4900 block of N. Washtenaw, but the
would-be victim drove onto the side-
walk and got away.

At about 3:30 a.m., three armed
men robbed a 32-year-old in the 4300
block of N. Campbell.

The victim was parking his car
when two silver sedans boxed him
in and five men stepped out, a CPD
spokesperson said. Three of the men
displayed guns as the group ordered
the man out of his car.

He complied, but the robbers
struck him in the head and face with
a handgun anyway, police said. The
crew took his property and then fled
in the silver cars. CPD’s spokesperson
said the victim declined medical at-
tention.

Two sedans also boxed in an Uber
in the 4400 block of N. Campbell. A
CPD spokesperson said the robbery
occurred as the driver was picking up
his 32-year-old passenger around 3:45
a.m. Two cars, one silver and the other
dark-colored, rolled up and four men
exited, two displaying guns. They
took property from both victims and

then fled west in the silver and dark
cars.

Two more robberies were report-
ed in Lakeview.

One victim told police that up to
six people, three armed with guns,
robbed him of his phone, wallet,
and cash in the 3100 block of N. Clif-
tonat4a.m.

Ten minutes later, a pair of armed
men physically attacked and robbed
him in the 2900 block of N. Clark.

In a community alert issued sub-
sequent to this story’s initial publi-
cation, CPD described the suspects
as up to eight Black males between
17 and 25 years old wearing black
bandana face masks, black hoodies,
and black shoes.

On Dec. 9, a group of armed men
used two cars to box in robbery vic-
tims in West Ridge. Three people
were carjacked, and a fourth was
robbed at gunpoint within 45 min-
utes.

Then, on Dec. 18, two Uber driv-
ers were among at least nine people
robbed during an overnightrobbery
spree in Uptown and West Ridge.
Once again, up to eight armed men
used two vehicles to box in victims.

Anyone with information about
the crimes can contact detectives at
312-744-8263 regarding crime pat-
tern #P23-3-103CA.

Robbery reports in Chicago
were up 24% this year as of Decem-
ber 10. They're up 39% compared to
2019.

However, the robberies in two
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Can Big Brother
watch your driving?

BY STEPHEN HOFFMAN

Our world is so technologically
interconnected, technology is part
of every facet of our existence,
from household devices, to smart
speakers, to our smartphones. It’s
everywhere.

The other day, my wife took
“my” car (oops, I mistyped “our”)
to pick up her parents from the
airport. I managed to avoid this
duty, but she got to drive my car.
Out of boredom, I noticed I could
use the car’s app to track nearly
everything she was doing in the
vehicle.

I could see what she was listen-
ing to on her phone through Blu-
etooth.

I could see (and remotely con-
trol) the temperature inside the
vehicle.

I could see her speed.

And, most frighteningly, I could
see exactly where she was.

All this got us both wondering,
her as a normal person and me as
a lawyer, “what could this mean
for future car crashes?” What
data could be utilized by insur-
ance companies, lawyers, and the
like?

Data Recording

Many vehicles these days are
equipped with dash recorders.
I’ve blogged previously about how
this footage can be valuable in
disputed crashes. Presuming you
have the dashcam turned “on,” it
will record what happens in front
of you, and, in the case of more
advanced vehicles like the Tesla,
it will also record what happened
behind you and on the sides. Gen-
erally, this is erased rather quickly,
but there may be ways to recover
even previously erased video.

In general, the data goes onto
the USB drive of the vehicle, and
the owner could download and
save the data. In some situations,
it may also be amassed by the ve-
hicle company.

Think of this for a moment.
Instead of Mr. Jones claiming he
was going 30 miles per hour and
Ms. Smith claiming he was going
at least 50 miles per hour in a 30
mph zone, you could simply ob-
tain the vehicle’s data and solve
the dispute.

Who ran the light? Let’s look
at the tale of the tape! We law-
yers who handle truck cases are
always aware that truck data re-
corders keep massive amounts
of useful information, and we
almost always immediately sub-
poena this information in truck
crash injury cases. It is essential
to the handling of these cases.

But data recorder information
has not been nearly as available
in car cases. Until recently.

How To Obtain the Data
Herein lies the rub. Since the
data is presumably the private
data of the driver, it will not be
released without a subpoena. To
obtain a subpoena, one needs to
file a lawsuit. Because the rel-
evant data may be erased quickly,
this may require the party’s at-
torney seeking the information to
act much quicker than is typical.
The subpoena presumably
would ask to preserve and turn
over all data from the USB, and
would likely also go to the car
company for any data it keeps.

Privacy

Now we get into the weeds of
what is “private data” and what
is “legally discoverable.” In most

cases, within limits, a lawyer can
obtain social media information
from the other party, so it is not
a stretch at all to presume that
driver data (speed, camera infor-
mation, question of lights, right of
way) and video would be deemed
discoverable by a judge.

How does one balance the
right of an injured party to this
very relevant information against
someone else’s right to privacy?

We could go back and forth
on this point for pages and pag-
es. Suffice it to say, this is the
new frontier for attorneys on both
sides of the matter. The courts
will be busy as cars become more
and more computerized.

Takeaways

¢ Newer vehicles amass a great
amount of video and data.

* This data may be very useful
in the event of a crash, going
to prove or disprove speed,
liability, right-of-way, and the
like.

* Obtaining such saved data will
be the new frontier of injury
law.

* Courts will have to balance
relevance and discoverability
against privacy.

Stephen Hoffman, of Law Office
of Stephen L. Hoffman, L.L.C., is
a member of the lllinois State Bar
Assoc. and lllinois Trial Lawyers
Assoc. He also sits on the CBA
Judicial Education Committee.
He is listed as a SuperLawyer,
has a 10.0 rating on Avvo, and
is BBB A+ accredited. He is also
an Executive Level Member of
the Lincoln Square Ravenswood
Chamber of Commerce.
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‘Kia Boy’ burglary crew stole
‘significant’ amount
of tobacco products, cash registers
from Edgewater store

BY CWBCHICAGO

Prosecutors said an 18-year-old
“Kia Boy” was part of a burglary
crew that stole cash registers and
a significant amount of tobacco
products from a
North Side con-
venience store.

On Dec. 21,
Chicago  cops
saw a stolen Kia
Sportage oc-
cupied by four
men wearing ski
masks traveling recklessly near
63rd and Halsted, according to a
report the officers filed. The car
also matched the description of a
vehicle that 911 callers reported
seeing in a nearby alley minutes
earlier as three men broke cash
registers.

So, the cops followed the Kia,
which quickly stopped in the
6200 block of S. Union. All four
occupants bailed out, police said,
and the officers allegedly found
18-year-old Tyreese Green hid-
ing under a porch with “multiple”
packs of tobacco products.

“You were chasing me for no
reason,” Green allegedly told
the cops before he “recanted his
statement [and said] nobody was
chasing him and he was just go-
ing to a friend’s house,” the report
continued.

Back at the Kia, cops allegedly
found a “large quantity of un-
opened tobacco products” simi-
lar to the items found with Green.
The car’s steering column was
stripped, and police confirmed it
had been stolen from its owner’s
driveway in the 1300 block of W.
Chase.

Tyreese Green

The officers also learned that
the car was at the scene of a bur-
glary at Hollywood Deli, 5700 N.
Sheridan, earlier that night, the
report continued. Four men stole
cash registers and tobacco prod-
ucts from the store.

Prosecutors charged Green
with burglary, criminal trespass
to a vehicle, and resisting police.

During an initial court appear-
ance the next day, Judge Wil-
liam Fahy told Green he could go
home to await trial after seeing a
different judge who was handling
a misdemeanor theft case that
Green already had pending.

That judge, Martin Moltz, re-
leased Green after prosecutors
dropped the theft case on Dec. 27.
Green went home. He also failed
to show up in court for the bur-
glary case the next day, according
to clerk of court records. Judge
Michele Gemskie issued a war-
rant for his arrest.

BBB A+ Rating
SNOW REMOVAL
COMMON AREAS CLEANING
OFFICE CLEANING » CARPET CLEANING
POWER WASHING

773-292-601'5

www.callchoicejanitorial:com

Open Arms United
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor
Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer 10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place
(Nursery through 5th Grade)
Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer
7:30 pm Bible Study

817 Grace St. 773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING
OAUWCChicago.org

New North Side migrant shelter residents
charged with jumping on cars,
hitting a driver with rocks and a crutch

BY CWBCHICAGO

Things are now going well for
some of Chicago’s “new neigh-
bors” at the city’s newly-opened
migrant shelter at 1308 N. Elston,
across from the Salt Shed.

Arturo Moron, 39, is one of the
Venezuelan transplants calling
the shelter home, according to
his recent Chicago police arrest
report.

In November, city officials
opened three new migrant shel-
ters in the West Loop and Near
North Side, at 30 N. Racine Ave.,
939 N. Lake St., and the one on
Elston Ave. across from the Salt
Shed music venue. The Elston
Ave. shelter opened Nov. 18, and
the city relocated migrants there,

pulling them
out of the
Near North
18th District
police  sta-
tion.

City  of-
ficials  say
as many as

a.m. on Dec.
8 in the 1000
block of W.
Division.
Moron
threw anoth-
er rock that
hit the victim
in the fore-

1,000 people
are  staying

Mugshots of Arturo Moron (L) and
Carlos Mujica-Garcia.

head when he
rolled down

there at a cost
to the city of $21.80 per person
per night, or as much as $654,000
a month, according to reports in
Block Club Chicago.

Cops arrested Moron for mis-
demeanor battery after he alleg-
edly threw a rock at a 61-year-old
suburban man’s SUV, breaking
the front windshield around 10:45

SUPER CAR WASH

BEST KEDPYT SECRET

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / 24 HOURS A DAY

8 BAY SELF-SERVICE
2 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC

5450 N. DAMEN (at Rascher)

his window

to yell about the shattered wind-

shield, the report continued. It

said Moron went on to strike the

victim in the back of the head
with a “half-broken crutch.”

The victim got out of his SUV

and pinned Moron until the po-
lice arrived.

In another case, CPD officers
arrested Carlos Mujica-Garcia,
30, around 4 p.m. Dec. 14. Two
officers paying the Elston Ave.
shelter a courtesy visit said they
saw Garcia jumping on top of a
vehicle and punching its windows
in the traffic lanes of Elston Ave.

The cops said Garcia pushed
one of them into the street and
then fought with both officers,
who had to call for backup, while
telling one officer, “Te voy a ma-
tar”” That means “I'm going to

RESIDENTS see p. 7
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®. A-A SALVAGE

Radiators, Boilers and Heating

CALL 773-818-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave.

CAR WASH

Automatic Car Wash

FREE VACUUMING
3218 W.Irving

4550 W. Addison

4820 W. Lawrence
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Remove and Install
Transmission for complete
overhaul on all types of cars

Hrs: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm, Sat. 8 am-1pm
www.globaltransmissionspecialists.com

News tips?
Call 773-465-9700

Confidentiality guaranteed.
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To place an ad, call 773-465-9700 or email:
insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com

Deadline: 5pm Mondays

Miscellaneous, cont. AUTOS WANTED

Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 800 to
1000 square feet, $15 per foot / UP. Three-year
lease @ $15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven
funds. 773-772-0808 please leave message.

Dogs, Pets, Livestock

Happy Jack® Liquiavict 2x® is recognized safe
& effective against hook & round worms by the
USCVM.  Double strength, 3 year stability. At
Tractor Supply® (www.happyjackinc.com)

Trailer for sale, for boat or jet ski. Rims, jacks, spare
wheels included. $457. Call 773-818-0808

Furniture Removal/
Junk Removal

A Red’s Hauling Service
Removal of unwanted items
from Basements, Garages, Attics,
Businesses, Estate Clearance
Senior Citizen Discount
FREE ESTIMATES
773-616-0979
redshaulingservice.com

Garages/Garage Doors

FAMILY KASTANOVA INC.
GARAGE DOOR SERVICES
Overhead Garage Doors
Electric Openers
Installation and Repairs
(773) 744-6101 (cell)
(630) 717-5329
www.familykastanovainc.com

Health & Fitness

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Dental Insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit!
1-855-526-1060 www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPE-
CIAL $99.00. 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW!
888-445-5928 Hablamos Espafol

Home Services

Aging Roof? New Homeowner? Got Storm Dam-
age? You need a local expert provider that proudly
stands behind their work. Fast, free estimate. Fi-
nancing available. Call 1-888-878-9091

Water damage cleanup & restoration: A small
amount of water can lead to major damage and
mold growth in your home. Our trusted profession-
als do complete repairs to protect your family and
your home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-888-872-2809

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON
AREAS CLEANING+ OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING + POWER WASHING - SNOW
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Legal Notice

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT
the Annual Meeting of Shareholders
of Central Savings will be held
at the office of the Association,
1601 W. Belmont Avenue,
Chicago, lllinois,
on Thursday, January 18, 2024 at
the hour of 3:00 P.M. for the purpose
of electing directors whose term
of office will expire, hearing reports,
and acting on such matters as may
legally come before the meeting.

CENTRAL SAVINGS
Paulita A. Pike, Secretary

Miscellaneous

Are you a pet owner? Do you want to get up to
100% back on vet bills? Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company has pet coverage that can help! Call
1-844-774-0206 to get a free quote or visit insure-
barkmeow.com/ads

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts available. Call: 855-
761-1725

Become a published author. We want to read your
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & distribution. Call
for free author’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Diagnosed with lung cancer & 65+? You may qualify
for a substantial cash award. No obligation! We've
recovered millions. Let us help! Call 24/7 1-877-
707-5707

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB
Games! Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos
Stream on 20 devices at once. HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or higher.) No con-
tract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call
IVS 1-866-859-0405

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions ap-
ply. Promo Expires 1/31/24. 1-866-479-1516

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

Free high speed internet if qualified. Govt. pgm for
recipients of select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Survi-
vor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet. Android
tablet free w/one-time $20 copay. Free shipping.
Call Maxsip Telecom! 1-833-758-3892

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet.
Free Installation. Call 866-499-0141

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don't Accept the in-
surance company’s first offer. Many injured parties
are entitled to major cash settlements. Get a free
evaluation to see what your case is really worth.
100% Free Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-888-2038.
Be ready with your zip code to connect with the
closest provider.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom
bath or shower in as little as one day. Limited time,
we're waiving all installation costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. Offer
ends 12/31/23 Call 1-844-501-3208

MobileHelp, America’s premier mobile medical alert
system. Whether you're home or away. For safety
& peace of mind. No long term contracts! Free bro-
chure! 1-888-489-3936

!IOLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER,
MARTIN, Etc. 1930's to 1980's. TOP DOLLAR
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a
FREE 7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase*
Call 1-855-948-6176 today to schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator. It's a power move.

Replace your roof w/the best looking & longest last-
ing material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles
& multiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer up to 50% off install +
Additional 10% off install (military, health & 1st re-
sponders.) 1-833-370-1234

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring our free shower
package & $1600 off - limited time! Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage
system. Save money, reduce reliance on grid,
prepare for outages & power your home. Full instal-
lation services. $0 down financing option. Request
free no obligation quote. 1-877-539-0299

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancel-
lation ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare debt
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free info package &
learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive reviews. 833-308-1971

Notice of Public Sale

THE LOCK UP SELF STORAGE
at 1930 N Clybourn Ave, Chicago, IL 60614
will sell the contents of the following units
to satisfy a lien to the highest bidder
on 01-23-24 by 11:00 AM
at WWW.STORAGETREASURES.COM.
All goods must be removed from the unit within
48 hours. Unit availability subject to
prior settlement of account.
#133 Barton Faist

Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage, located at
429 W. Ohio St., Chicago, IL (312-644-2000),
is opening lockers:
4524X (Elbert Hatley), 5708X (James Henry),
2702X (Alfred Mayo), 2715X ( Tony Jackson),
3641X ( Karen Williams),

7161SM and 8219A (The Wine Guide, LLC.),

3523X and 6619X (Edward Lahood),

for public sale on January 30, 2024,

at 3:00 p.m. Cash only.

Sleeping Rooms

Cook County - Chgo. N

Nice room w/ stove, fridge
& bath. Near ALDI,
Walgreens, beach, Red
Line & buses. Elevator &
Laundry. $149/wk and up.
773-275-4442

Cook County - Chgo. N

BIG ROOM with stove,
fridge, bath & nice wood
floors. Near Red Line &
Buses. Elevator & Laundry,
Shopping. $139/wk.
773-561-4970

POLICE BEAT fromp. 4

police districts are bucking the wider trend.

On the Far North Side’s Rogers Park (24th) District, robbery re-
ports are down 8% this year, but up 12% from 2019. The Lincoln
(20th) District is enjoying a 19% drop in robbery reports this year.
However, robberies are up 33% compared to 2019.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com

WANTED

“DEAD OR ALIVE”
60s, 70s and 80s

AUTOMOBILES
e

wiLL pick up 630-660-0571

To Advertise
Call 773-465-9700

@
SUPERIOR EYECARE
SINCE 1987
Making Eyeglasses in 1 HOUR

Contact Lenses, Fitting
Plus 3 Month Supply of Acuvue

Oasys For Only $120 SPH Only

FREE eye exam
with eyeglass purchase

2947 N. Broadway
773-525-1601

Email superior.eyecare@gmail.com

—a

I

... Call today and receive a

- FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

# SAFENYSTEP

WALK-IN TuB
A SuFEEE A AP
1-699-41/-10U0
With purchase of ja new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous

walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB|1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

It’s not just

a generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 7-year warranty
with qualifying purchase* -

valued at $735.

Call 866-643-0438 to
schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
e

*Terms and Concltions apply.

Condo For Sale

For Sale By Owner
1221 sq ft 2 bedroom/ 2 bathroom condo
with Navy Pier, Lake Michigan views.
195 N. Harbor Dr., Chicago, IL 60601 #4001. $420,000
Contact Anthony Spicuzza 773-946-3633

I think computer viruses
should count as life.

I think it says something

about human nature that

the only form of life we have created
so far is purely destructive.
We’ve created life in our own image.

— Stephen Hawking

r"\1
15T CHOICE SENIOR
HOMECARE, INC.

Hands to Help, Hearts to Care
1st Choice SeniorHome Care, Inc.
(Non-medical) is actively hiring
qualified, compassionate caregivers
to care for seniors in their homes,
helping them with daily
living activities and ensuring
they are happy and safe.

In the Chicagoland area, call:
773-614-3697 or 224-399-6665

P& L

Construction Services, Inc.

Home Remodeling:
Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements & Exteriors

Commercial Services:
Office Remodeling, Tenant Improvements,
Commercial Doors & more

847-361-6306

www.plconstructionservicesinc.com

PAINTING

DADRASS
PAINTING

KITCHEN & BATH
REMODELING

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

* FREE ESTIMATES *
847-749-8227

847-291-9091
DADRASSPAINTING@YAH00.COM

PIANO TUNING

PIANO
TUNING

David Westling
Serving Chicagoland for 25 years

Specializing in Steinway Grands

773-271-7633

dwestling@sbcglobal.net

Lakeview Township Real Estate For Sale
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS IN-
DENTURE TRUSTEE ON BEHALF OF AND WITH
RESPECT TO AJAX MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST
2020-A, MORTGAGE-BACKED SECURITIES,
SERIES 2020-A

Plaintiff,

R
EDMUND C. MEADOWS, Ill, WENDY S. MEAD-
OWS, 937 W. GEORGE CONDOMINIUM AS-
SOCIATION, STATE OF ILLINOIS, BMO HARRIS
BANK, N.A.

Defendants

2022 CH 03401

937 WEST GEORGE STREET, UNIT 1W
CHICAGO, IL 60657

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on January 4, 2023, an agent for
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on
January 29, 2024, at The Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chi-
cago, IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest
bidder, as set forth below, the following described
real estate:

Commonly known as 937 WEST GEORGE
STREET, UNIT 1W, CHICAGO, IL 60657

Property Index No. 14-29-225-034-1004 (Vol. 488)
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $506,821.54.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation. No third party checks wil
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The
subject property is subject to general real estate

taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS"
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation
by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal
fees required by The Condominium Property Act,
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact JOHNSON, BLUMBERG
& ASSOCIATES, LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 30 N.

LASALLE STREET, SUITE 3650, Chicago, IL,
60602 (312) 541-9710. Please refer to file number
21-9111.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

JOHNSON, BLUMBERG & ASSOCIATES, LLC

30 N. LASALLE STREET, SUITE 3650

Chicago IL, 60602

312-541-9710

E-Mail: ilpleadings @johnsonblumberg.com
Attorney File No. 21-9111

Attorney Code. 40342

Case Number: 2022 CH 03401

TJSC#: 43-4607

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 2022 CH 03401

13235653
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Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

EYE CARE HELP WANTED TOOL LIQUIDATION

1 TOOL

I LIQUIDATION
* Welder Generator

Drain Rodder

Ridgid Threading Machine

Tank Torch Set

Ridgid Plumbing Tools

[
I
[
1 [773-818-0808|
I
| 3

101supplyok@gmail.com

RECYCLED * CHEAP
EE N N - - .-

Comic Books - Sports Cards
Hot Wheels - Model Kits
Guitars - Records, etc., etc.
and so on and so on

HONEST AL 773-968-5015

WANTED

WANTED

“DEAD OR ALIVE”
MOTORCYCLES

ALL MAKES & MODELS

$$CASH PAID$$

HARLEY DAVIDSON,
HONDA, YAMAHA,
SUZUKI, KAWASAKI

wiLL pick up 630-660-0571

LOVETO BUY YOUR
CARORTRUCK

Will Pay $200 to $2,000
For the Good, Bad
or Ugly
Also Classic, Antique,
Hot Rod or Project Cars
Same Day
Free Tow Away
$$ Paying Top Dollars $$
For Classics &
Muscle Cars

CALL (773) 758-2928

THE WARMEST WINDOWS
IN TOWN

I
ADVANCED WINDOW CORP.

+ Local Manufacturer
+ Vinyl Windows and Doors
+ Replacement, New Construction
* Made to Contractor’s Specs
+ Custom Color Matching
+ Glass and Screen Repairs

4935 W. Le Moyne St., Chicago, IL 60651

773-379-3500

advancedwindow.com
cs@advancedwindow.com

Showroom Hours
Mon-Fri 7:00 to 4:00 Sat 7:00 to 12:00

The manner
in which one
endures
what must be
endured

is more important
than the thing
that must
be endured.

— Dean Acheson



The Dark Side of the W

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

(L) Al Capone leaving court during trial for tax evasion, Chicago, c. 1931. Image courtesy of Chicago Sun-Times/Chicago Daily News collection,
CHM (R) Jacob Loeb, Nathan Leopold Jr., Richard Loeb, and Nathan Leopold Sr. sitting at a long table in a room in Chicago, before Richard
Loeb and Nathan Leopold Jr. went on trial for the murder of Bobby Franks, June 2, 1924. Image courtesy of Chicago Daily News collection,

CHM

The newly available True Crimes
LibGuide is a digital treasure trove to
help people explore the Chicago History
Museum’s holdings on the enigmatic world
of Chicago’s criminal underbelly.

BY AYAH ELKOSSEI
Chicago History Museum

Chicago, a city renowned for its architec-
tural marvels and cultural richness, has
a darker side to its history—one that un-
folds through infamous true crime cases.
Ayah Elkossei of the Chicago History Mu-
seum’s [CHM] Abakanowicz Research
Center [ARC] writes about the abundant
resources for those fascinated by the city’s
criminal past.

The LibGuide has five categories, which
will guide users through the various entry
points into true crime research. Starting
with a list of Specific Cases, it delves into
notorious trials that have left an indelible
mark on Chicago’s history. From the chill-
ing tales of notorious mobster Al Capone
and serial killers, such as John Wayne
Gacy, to the complex tapestry of political

scandals, this section not only captures the
attention of true crime enthusiasts but also
serves as a valuable resource for those ven-
turing into the depths of historical research
methods.

One of the highlights in this category is
the Chicago History Museum’s extensive
material on the infamous duo, Leopold and
Loeb.

In the Archives and Manuscripts section,
people can explore primary sources such
as firsthand accounts and historical docu-
ments. It is a journey beyond the headlines,
providing a nuanced perspective that goes
beyond conventional narratives.

One of our most popular (and heavily
restricted) collections is featured in this
section, that of the Chicago Police Depart-
ment’s Red Squad. This section also high-
lights several of CHM’s collections that
reveal insights into unfair murder investi-
gations and judicial misconduct, shedding
light on the inequities within the justice
system.

The next category features essential
Published Materials and provides a curat-
ed list of books and published materials on
various figures and topics. These materi-

RESIDENTS from p. 5

kill you,” according to the translation pro-
vided in Garcia’s arrest report.

One of the officers suffered a broken
hand during the struggle with Garcia, the
report said.

He’s charged with felony aggravated bat-
tery of a peace officer, reckless conduct,
and resisting police. Judge Maryam Ah-
mad released him from custody the next
day. According to court records, a warrant
is now out for his arrest because he failed
to show up for his first court date on Dec.
21.

Angela Materano, 21, was arrested at

Macy’s, 111 N. State, on Dec. 16. Store
security officers allegedly saw her take a
bunch of clothing into a dressing room and
then walk out of the store with the items
concealed in a plastic bag.

She was careful to wrap all of the shop-
lifting sensor tags with aluminum foil be-
fore she walked out the door with $712.50
worth of merchandise, according to her ar-
rest report.

Prosecutors charged her with felony re-
tail theft. Like Garcia, she didn’t attend her
first court date on Dec. 22. The judge de-
cided to notify her of her oversight by send-
ing a postcard rather than issuing an arrest
warrant, according to court records.

North Township Real Estate For Sale

“ Real Estate For Sale H “

Real Estate For Sale

Real Estate For Sale H

als offer not only in-depth insights but also
serve as guideposts, pointing researchers
toward other relevant sources and avenues
of exploration. This section isn’t just books.
There are some unique and unconventional
materials here such as a scrapbook of mis-
cellaneous Chicago crime stories, cut from
1930s-era detective magazines.

For those who prefer a strictly visual ap-
proach, the category on Image Research
offers access to more than 370,000 digital
images via CHM images. Keyword search-
ing will bring up a great deal of material
relating to Chicago crime. These images,
capturing crime scenes and events that de-
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ty

fined Chicago’s past, provide a unique and
evocative perspective for researchers. Delv-
ing into the Museum’s photo morgue col-
lections, including the Chicago Sun-Times
and Chicago Daily News, allows access to
an additional 5 million images plus, creat-
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Example of a Red Squad record at a press
conference held by the Representatives of the
Businessmen for the Public Interest regard-
ing the Red Squad at the Executive House
Hotel, 71 E. Wacker Dr., Chicago, January
5, 1977. Twenty-four Chicagoans claim they
were watched by the Red Squad for years
and filed a lawsuit that seeks to end the po-
lice surveillance. Image courtesy of Chicago
Sun-Times collection, CHM

ing a visual tapestry that recounts criminal
activity in the city’s past.

Lastly, the LibGuide highlights online
and other local resources, directing re-
searchers to other institutions in the Chi-
cago area focusing on crime and criminal
justice. It is an invitation to further explore
beyond CHM’s offerings.

The goal is that this resource will help
researchers, students, and true crime en-
thusiasts alike explore Chicago’s enigmatic
criminal narratives.

GREEN

RESALE

Mon - Sat: 11 a.m. -7 p.m.
Sunday: Noon to 7 p.m.
773-942-6522

www.big-medicine.org

P SUPPORI

__”
First impressions are everything. Leave a lasting impact with FULL COLOR.

IN-HOUSE DIGITAL & OFFSET PRINTING

SERVICES WE PROVIDE:
business cards * post cards
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPCITY BUT SOLELY
AS OWNER TRUSTEE FOR VRMTG ASSET
TRUST;
Plaintiff,

vs.
AARON SCOTT; 1209 NORTH STATE STREET
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION; UNKNOW OWN-
ERS AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS;
Defendants,

23CH5112

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales
Corporation will on Monday, January 29, 2024
at the hour of 11 a.m. in their office at 120 West
Madison Street, Suite 718A, Chicago, lllinois, sell
at public auction to the highest bidder for cash, as
set forth below, the following described mortgaged
real estate:

P.LN. 17-03-112-041-1011.

Commonly known as 1209 North State Parkway,
Unit 11, Chicago, IL 60610..

The mortgaged real estate is improved with a con-
dominium residence. The purchaser of the unit oth-
er than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments and
the legal fees required by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)
(4) of Section 9 of the Condominium Property Act
Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance,
by certified funds, within 24 hours. No refunds. The
property will NOT be open for inspection.

For information call The Sales Department at Plain-
tiff's Attorney, Diaz Anselmo & Associates, P.A.,
1771 West Diehl Road, Naperville, lllinois 60563.
(630) 453-6925. 149-192472 ADC

INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION

intercountyjudicialsales.com

13235195

272727

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
Wabash Superior 1 LLC, a Delaware LLC
Plaintiff(s)

vs.
Symmetry Tower/Chicago Project Owner, LLC,
et.al

Defendant(s)

Case Number: 2019 CH 06588

Sheriff No.: 240001

Pursuant to a Judgment made and entered by said
Court in the above entitied cause, Thomas J. Dart,
Sheriff of Cook County, lllinois, will on January 30,
2024, at _1:00 P.M., in Room LL06 of the Richard
J. Daley Center, 50 West Washington Street, Chi-
cago, lllinois, sell at public auction the following
described premises and real estate mentioned in
said Judgment:

Legal Description:

PIN(s): 17-10-101-008; 17-10-101-009; 17-10-101-
010; 17-10-101-011; and 17-10-101-012

Common Address: 739 N. Wabash Ave.;42 E. Su-
perior Street; 44-46 E. Superior Street, Chicago,
Illinois 60611.

Improvements: non-residential property consisting

of a three-car garage with storage above on Wa-
bash (739 N. Wabash); a small parking lot on Wa-
bash (737 N. Wabash); a three-flat with restaurant
space (42 East Superior); multi-level (3) commer-
cial space (44 East Superior) and multi-level mixed
use space (46 East Superior)

Sale shall be under the following terms: payment of
not less than ten percent (10%) of the amount of the
successful and highest bid to be paid to the Sheriff
by cashier's check or certified funds at the sale; and
the full remaining balance to be paid to the Sheriff
by cashier's check or certified funds within twenty-
four (24) hours after sale. Sale shall be subject to
general taxes, special assessments. Premises will
NOT be open for inspection.

For information: Jamie L. Burns, Levenfeld Pearl-
stein, LLC, 120 S. Riverside Plaza, Suite 1800,
Chicago, Il 60606

This is an attempt to collect a debt, pursuant to the
Fair Debt Collection Practices Act and any informa-
tion obtained will be used for that purpose.

Law Firm Information: Levenfeld Pearlstein, LLC
Address:120 S. Riverside Plaza, Suite 1800, Chi-
cago, IL 60606

Phone: 312-346-8380

13234689
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Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

letterhead - envelopes

flyers - brochures - invoices
calendars * booklets

catalogues * magazines * tickets

foil printing - signs * banners - posters
magnets - decals

IN A RUSH? CALL US TODAY!

allied print & copy

5640 N. BROADWAY, CHICAGO, IL 60660
Monday-Friday 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM

773.334.5200 - FAX: 773.334.5757
info@alliedprintandcopy.com www.alliedprintandcopy.com
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The CTA is planning to enact extended
closures of W. Ardmore between N. Broad-
way and N. Winthrop starting Monday, Jan.
8 and running through Friday, March 1.

The current closure of Ardmore will ex-
tend east to N. Winthrop and will remain
closed 24/7, including Sundays. During
work hours Monday through Saturday, the
closure on Ardmore will be extended west
to Broadway.

CTA contractor Walsh-Fluor needs this
closure to begin assembly of the Windy
City Gantry, a piece of construction equip-
ment used to build the new Red and Purple
line track bridge.

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Upcoming extended closure
of Ardmore Ave.

After they assemble the gantry equip-
ment, precast bridge segments will be
delivered to Ardmore. Once sections are
completed, the gantry assembly and pre-
cast bridge segment delivery relocates,
which will require intermittent daily street
closures along the Red Line tracks. Walsh-
Fluor will reopen the street outside of
working hours, which are typically 7 a.m.
to 7 p.m.

Those who have trouble traveling through
the area via alleyways during this period
may contact Carson Poole at cpoole@
walshgroup, or call 331-303-2499.

Christmas tree recycling

The City and Chicago Park Dis-
trict, will co-host their annual Holiday
Tree Recycling Program starting Jan. 6,
running through Jan. 20 at 27 parks across
the city.

Christmas trees collected at recycling
events are turned into mulch rather than
sending them to landfills. Only live/natural
trees without flocking are accepted.

Garlands and wreaths are not accepted.
Because the trees are turned into mulch, all
tinsel, ornaments, lights, and stands must
be removed. In 2023, over 20,000 trees
were collected through these events,
diverting about 730,000 pounds of waste
from local landfills.

The recycling locations on the North
Side include one at Cannon Dr. at Fuller-
ton Ave. (East side of Cannon Dr.); Clark
Park, 3400 N. Rockwell St.; Grant Park,
900 S. Columbus Dr.; Margate Park, 4921
N. Marine Dr.; North Park Village, 5801
N. Pulaski Rd.; Walsh Park, 1722 N.
Ashland Ave., and Warren Park, 6601 N
Western Ave.

Four North Side locations will also
have free mulch available to residents on a
first-come, first-served basis, starting
Monday, Jan. 8: Lincoln Park, Margate
Park, North Park Village, and Warren
Park.

RECKONING fromp. 1

approved by the CTA Board on Nov. 15,
2023, and was approved by the Regional
Transportation Board on Dec. 14, 2023.

The budget is an 11.7% ($210 million)
increase from the previous $1.8 billion bud-
get. Approximately 68.1% of the budget, or
$1.4 billion, is earmarked for personnel-
related expenses.

The next largest individual line item is
for contractual services, at $191 million.
The 37.2%, or $51.8 million increase in
this line item is driven primarily by costs
associated with a Ventra card upgrade,
inflation and normal cost escalations.
A 13.4%, or $15.4 million, increase for
materials is driven by inflationary pres-
sures on costs for goods and parts as well
as expenses for cleaning supplies and
protective equipment for employees.

There is a projected operating budget
gap of $472.5 million that will be covered
by federal relief funds.

Fare and pass revenue from CTA bus and
train customers is the largest source of sys-

tem generated revenues, with $345.1 mil-
lion, or nearly 81.0% of the total amount
of $427.3 million budgeted in FY2024.
Smaller amounts will come from advertis-
ing, concessions, contributions from the
City of Chicago and Cook County and
other revenues.

Under PART, the CTA is required to
fund 50% of its expenses through system
generated revenues.

However, the Illinois General Assem-
bly reduced the recovery ratio from 2021
through 2026 to help compensate for
reduced fare and pass revenues due to
sharp drops in ridership resulting from
the pandemic. Between 2023 and 2026,
the recovery ratio has been set at 42.0%,
inclusive of federal relief funds and budget
balancing actions.

Due to a variety of factors, such as work-
at-home trends, crime and security con-
cerns, the CTA just isn’t drawing enough
riders. The American Public Transporta-
tion Assoc. has the data through the third
quarter of 2023. The good news is that
ridership is up over last year. Total CTA

RETIRE IN THE CITY YOU LOVE!

just steps from Foster Beach.
Plus, at our not-for-profit Life Plan

availability in Assisted Living and
Memory Support.

Contact us today.

THE

ADMIRAL

AT THE LAKE——
A KENDAL AFFILIATE

No need to leave the north side of Chicago.
Find the maintenance-free apartment and active
lifestyle you want today at The Admiral at the Lake —

Community, on-site care is available
if your needs change in the future.

Need help now? We have immediate

866.560.3497 | admiral.kendal.org

929 W. Foster Avenue | Chicago, IL 60640
24*: 00060 =

rides are up about 15% over the same
period last year. And Metra’s total rides
were up 37% for 2023.

However, total rides are still down 40%
for the CTA compared to the same period
for 2019, the last pre-COVID year. Metra
is down 53%.

That leaves the CTA depending more
on public funding through the RTA. These
funds include revenue from the regional
sales tax authorized for transit in north-
eastern Illinois as well as real estate trans-
fer tax revenues and public transportation
funds.

Chicago’s mass transit problems are
part of what’s now widely called the urban
“doom loop.” That’s the vicious cycle cen-
tered mostly on empty offices. Thanks to
work-from-home and high crime, the ac-
tual occupancy of Chicago’s offices hovers
at only a bit over 50%.

Empty offices mean lower valuations
and lower property tax revenues.

Likewise for mass transit, work-from-
home and crime mean fewer riders and less
revenue. That all results in higher taxes
for others and worse city services, further
feeding the doom loop.

Federal COVID relief money hid mass
transit’s crisis, but that money is running

out. The resulting challenge for Chicago
and many other cities dependent on public
transportation will be enormous.

In FY2024 public funding will provide
nearly $1.1 billion, an increase of 3.2%
from the prior year.

The CTA has received a total of over $2
billion in federal bail out cash since 2020
that it has used to balance its operating
budgets. The CTA’s annual deficits during
this period have been caused by declines
in ridership revenue, as well as increased
expenses.

As of July 2023, the CTA had used $1.1
billion of these funds. The remaining
amounts will be used to cover budget gaps
for this year and next.

These projected gaps will rise from
$472.5 million in the upcoming fiscal
year to $576.9 million in FY2026 after the
federal relief funds are exhausted in
FY2025.

That means if ridership continues to be
depressed, the CTA will be required to
seek additional revenue sources, impose
severe service cuts or utilize some com-
bination of both strategies to balance its
budget in that year and each succeeding
year going forward.

ARRESTED fromp. 1

cars with a broom in the 6700 block of N.
Clark.

Finally, after all that, Judge William
Fahy ordered Coronel to be detained for
violating pretrial release conditions.

In the end, prosecutors dropped all of
the cases except for the battery charges he
received for slapping the women’s buttocks.
Judge Donald Panarese gave him 120 days
for that on Nov. 13, and, after getting credit
for good behavior, Coronel was released
earlier this month.

He already has three cases pending:

He was charged with battery on Dec. 21
for allegedly hitting a 14-year-old boy with
a rake near the 7000 block of N. Clark. He
walked out of the police station less than
six hours later.

The next morning, he was arrested for
reckless conduct after witnesses said he
ran in and out of traffic and placed a shop-
ping cart, milk crates, and hand tools in the
traffic lanes of the 7300 block of N. Clark.
Judge Charles Beach released him from
custody the next day.

He got arrested again on Tuesday
afternoon. Prosecutors say he walked into
McDonald’s, 6740 N. Clark, yelling and
screaming and throwing trays on the floor.
Then, according to the allegations, he went
behind the counter and threw a bottle at the
manager.

Prosecutors asked Judge Kelly McCarthy
to keep Coronel in custody last Thursday
because he keeps committing new crimes.
She said no. When we checked last evening,
he had not been arrested again.
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