We learn from experience
that men

never learn anything
from experience.

— George Bernard Shaw
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High inflation will add
extra local taxes for coming year

BY GREG BISHOP

Two pending legislative acts
have Chicago consumers and
home-owners concerned again
about rising taxes as the year
2022 progresses.

Those concerns are based on
recently enacted inflation-adjust-
ed tax rate regulations that allow
rates to go up automatically for
gas and property taxes, based on
the inflation rate.

lon of gasoline and $0.467 per
gallon of diesel fuel. This was an
increase of $0.005 per gallon. The
increase in the State tax brings
the composite rate in Chicago
(including the state, federal, City
and County gas tax and the State
of Illinois’ $0.003 Underground
Storage Tank Tax and $0.008
environmental impact fee) as of
Jan. 1, 2022 to $0.727 per gallon
of gasoline and $0.862 per gallon
of diesel.

time to proceed or if were go-
ing to wait a while,” he said. “So,
very slow going, for sure.”

Illinois Fuel and Retail Asso-
ciation President and CEO Josh
Sharp said Illinois motorists are
taxed enough, and higher taxes
will hurt border communities the
most.

“Frankly, I'm shocked that
we’re even sitting here in January
and talking about increased gas
taxes in the state of Illinois be-

Illinoisans already pay
some of the highest gas taxes
in the nation and an effort
that the statehouse could al-
low local cities to tack on
even more.

The Civic Federation an-
nually releases a report on
consumer taxes in the City of
Chicago. Consumer taxes are
tied to the use or consump-
tion of certain goods and ser-
vices that can be charged di-
rectly to consumers through

“We really don’t think

that there’s a huge need in the
state of Illinois to be sending
more money to local government
or allowing local government
to tax more than they already are
because they’re already getting

a huge cut of the revenue
that’s already out there,”
Josh Sharp said.

cause we know where they
are,” said Sharp. “We’re
some of the highest in the
midwest. We're some of the
highest in the nation.”

Illinois has the second-
highest gas tax behind Cali-
fornia, according to the Tax
Foundation.

Sharp said the measure
isn’t necessary, because mu-
nicipalities already get 15%
of the state’s motor fuel tax,
and they get a share of state

retail transactions or passed on
to consumers by businesses or
governments. Consumer taxes in
Chicago are imposed at various
levels of government, including
the City of Chicago, Cook Coun-
ty, the State of Illinois and the
federal government.

In 2019, Gov. J.B. Pritzker en-
acted a multi-year capital con-
struction plan that doubled the
state’s gas tax and pegged annual
increases every July 1 to infla-
tion.

And inflation has risen dramat-
ically in the last year to levels not
seen in 40 years.

The State of Illinois’ tax on
motor fuel increases annually by
the rate of inflation effective ev-
ery July 1. For the period July 1,
2021 through June 30, 2022, the
State’s tax rate is $0.392 per gal-

The Illinois Municipal League
[IML] said municipalities should
be given more flexibility to im-
pose local motor fuel taxes as
non-home rule communities in
Cook County have. The 2019 law
allowed local ordinances in Cook
County to levy up to 3¢ a gallon.

“The General Assembly should
provide additional flexibility for
non-home rule municipalities
to utilize an alternative revenue
source by expanding the authority
to impose a local municipal MFT
statewide,” IML said in its 2022
State Legislative Agenda.

State Rep. Mike Zalewski
[23rd], has House Bill 4424 he
filed Jan 10 to do just that. He said
he’s not going to push the pedal to
the metal on the issue.

“We’ll take our time with it and
we’ll determine if it’s the right

sales taxes on top of the state’s
gas tax.

“We really don’t think that
there’s a huge need in the state of
Illinois to be sending more mon-
ey to local government or allow-
ing local government to tax more
than they already are because
they’re already getting a huge cut
of the revenue that’s already out
there,” Sharp said.

Zalewski understands the criti-
cism and reiterated he’s going to
take it slow.

“This is not going to be an
easy bill to pass, and there’s no
desire to rush it through or pass
it quickly,” Zalewski said. “It’s
very much a starting off point in
gauging interest and see what the
stakeholders have to say.”

TAXES seep. 16

| lived in a North Side meth lab,
and that apartment was killing me

BY MICHELLE DIGIACOMO

Breaking Bad wasn’t just a
blockbuster TV show, it’s reality.
It was my reality.

Yes, criminals really do cook
up drugs in buildings in our
neighborhoods, to supply large
urban areas like Chicago. Just
like those giant Amazon ware-
houses going up all over, the meth
cookers need to be close to their
customer base.

On Aug. 6, 2021, I fled the
North Side building I had lived in
for seven years on Grace St. be-
cause drugs were being manufac-
tured and sold from the premises.

For the last four years, I had
rarely left my apartment, due to a

disability. My physical condition
became increasingly worse after
moving there.

I became aware of illegal drug
activity in the building when a
former tenant told me they were
moving out as a result of “meth-
heads living there.” I had suspect-
ed this as well, due to the flurry
of activity between midnight
and 6 a.m. There was a gate di-
rectly next to my bedroom, and it
slammed loudly each time some-
body came and went. I rarely slept
for more than two hours in a row.

I desperately wanted to move,
but that was difficult due to my
disability. I suffered from con-
stant severe pain.

This apartment was also set up

to meet my abilities. Reasonably
priced accessible apartments are
difficult to find, and my physical

I became aware of
illegal drug activity

in the building when

a former tenant told me
they were moving out as
a result of “meth-heads
living there.”

limitations made it even worse.

Not to mention, a pandemic.
Over the seven years, countless

doctors were unable to figure out

METH LAB see p. 10
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and even recent deaths. A study by the Univ. of North Carolina has tracked

56 deaths since 2016.

Photo courtesy of Lerner and Rowe

Scooter sharing will happen
this spring, 12,500 units
may soon ply the streets

The application process is
now underway, and it won’t be
long before North Siders may be
dodging motorized human mis-
sile scooters zipping up and down
area sidewalks.

The scooters can travel up to 15
miles per hour.

The Chicago Departments
of Transportation [CDOT] and
Business Affairs and Consumer
Protection [BACP] launched the
application process on Jan. 12 for
a shared electric scooter license
that will permit up to three com-
panies to operate in Chicago.

Scooters will be allowed to
operate between 5 a.m. and mid-
night and in bike lanes, paths or

streets.

The license that was authorized
by the City Council following two,
four-month-long shared scooter
pilots, is expected to launch in the
spring with up to 3,000 devices
initially, but it is intended to grow
to over 12,000 units.

Applications from potential op-
erating companies are due in Feb-
ruary. City officials will select up
to three companies to offer shared
scooters this spring.

The scooters have swarmed cit-
ies the last few years, with com-
panies like Bird and Lime aggres-
sively expanding into markets

SCOOTER see p. 16

No court order needed
to bar Pritzker from
shutting down churches

BY JONATHAN BILYK
Cook County Record

A federal appeals panel has
ruled Gov. JB Pritzker may have
violated the U.S. Constitution by
attempting to shut down religious
worship services in the early days
of the state’s response to COVID-
19.

But the appeals judges said
the churches are not entitled to a
court order specifically barring
Pritzker from attempting to do
so again — even though the gov-
ernor has consistently argued he
did not overstep his authority in
restricting religious gatherings in
the first place.

U.S. Seventh Circuit Judges
Frank Easterbrook, Michael
Kanne and David Hamilton hand-
ed the decision in a unanimous
order, known as a per curiam de-
cision, issued Jan. 11.

In the early days if the pan-
demic, Metro Praise International
Church in Belmont Cragin, Elim
Romanian Pentecostal Church
in Albany Park and Philadelphia
Romanian Church in Raven-

swood all challenged the right of
Gov. Pritzker to deny them their
freedom of religion rights.

The battle over whether to al-
low churches in Chicago to hold
services escalated when former-
President Donald Trump deemed
all places of worship “essential”
and called on state leaders to al-
low religious services. Mayor
Lori Lightfoot responded by say-
ing Trump’s remarks “fell in line
with other dangerous and foolish”
statements he’s made, and then
she called in cops and city towing
crews hoping to ticket and tow
anyone who dared to show up to
the three churches.

“More than 19 months have
passed since they (the church)
were last subject to an attendance
limit, and the Governor has not
suggested that another is likely,”
the appellate judge wrote. “A
legal conclusion that rescinded
order violated the Constitution
would not entitle anyone to an in-
junction.

“... In addition to stressing that

CHURCHES see p. 16
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Start shifting the chairs in 2022

By Thomas J. O'Gorman

What’s next? We’re just weeks
into 2022 and the secret fears of
the world’s population are quietly
attempting to be exorcized.

All except Novak Djokovic.
The Serbian tennis star’s hubris
shall be the very end of him.

Meanwhile America’s golden
girl of Democratic politics, Rep.
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez has
tested positive for COVID. (I bet
no Republicans want to date her
now?)

Savannah Guthrie, too. It’s a
breakthrough case they say.

To make matters worse, U.S.
greenhouse gas emissions are re-
bounding, heating bills are rising
and you need a loan to fill up on
gas.

Comedian Bob Saget was found
dead in an Orlando hotel room.

Chicago public schools were
shuttered for almost a week by
the Chicago Teachers Union in
a battle royal with Mayor Light-
fingers bringing our city much
needed national recognition.

Chicago also has been ranked
as the top American city for bed

Gael Neeson and Stefan

Edlis.
Photo courtesy of the Aspen Institute

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

e

Target, 1961, Jasper Johns. Photo courtesy of the Art Institute of
Chicago, gift of the Edlis/Neeson Collection
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bugs, and the rats are jealous.

U-Haul named us tops in out-
bound moving truck rentals.

The Bear’s Matt Nagy and
GM Ryan Pace have been pink-
slipped.

The streets and sidewalks in my
neighborhood are sheets of ice.
Could not get out to go do stuff.
I'm an arctic prisoner. Chicago is
a Siberian gulag for me.

How about you?

With many fellow 606-ers I'd
like to flee. To snowbound Maine,
or a log by the fire in Vermont. A
rustic inn with a Smore’s pit.

Meanwhile, I dream of fresh
seafood. Anyone got a spare room
on the Gulf Coast?

WEMT is playing in the back-
ground at my house. I’ve tried to
lower the volume so I don’t have
to hear all their cheesy newer
announcers. You know, the ones
who creep everyone out with
their cheap Howard Stern-like
theatrics, and silly small town
radio voices. Talking too much.
Way too much. All they need to
do is to tell us what we are going
to hear. Instead we get classical
music over-kill. Always selling
something. They’ve become like
art museum administrators.

Thank God for Lisa Flynn and
Kerry Frumkin. Who, so far, are
still holding the classical music
station together. After 70 years
on the air, they have deteriorated
beyond the late Program Director
Norm Pelligrini’s worst night-
mare. They are now openly play-
ing movie soundtracks as if it’s

f 7’
uchof Ireland at the corner‘of'State and'Rush.
A place'to see and'be seen.
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a worthy substitute for Bach or
Mozart.

In addition to the late Studs
Terkle, the station now is rebroad-
casting Andrew Patner, a lovely
man, but like Studs in the grave.
What other radio station would
regularly broadcast the shows of
those folk who have died?

As the refined announcers now
sadly age, the station seems inca-
pable to continue the employment
of people of worthy refinement.

There’s still no adequate reso-
lution at the Art Institute of Chi-
cago [AIC] following “Docent
Gate.” You’ll recall the midnight
purge of the life-long bourgeoise
over-educated, over-privileged,
no-cost white folk?

Following the institutional
naval gaze by woke culture ad-
herents, they determined those
dinosaur fossils from A-list Chi-
cago neighborhoods and suburbs,
well-educated, well-spoken and
generous had to go. That way the
art museum would be safe for mi-
norities, and make needed break-
throughs in race relations.

How’s that going, AIC Presi-
dent James Rondeau? Isn’t there a
person of color whose job you’re
taking?

All Chicago is raring to see
what he’s got planned for the re-
juvenation of the AIC’s Board of
Directors. Surely their revamp is
next. What’s the true lineup of
minorities on the august panel
to be? Can the AIC finally shake
those fossil alums from Dart-
mouth, Harvard, Yale, Colgate
and the Sorbonne in exchange for
feminist minority members? You
know, the kind of folk not from
unlisted postal addresses in Lake
Forest, East Lake Shore Dr., Ken-
ilworth, Barrington Hills, winters
in Palm Beach and summers at
the Cape.

Yes, 2022 prom-
ises to be exciting
in the AIC Board
Room as the in-
stitution  readies
itself for new fresh
faces around the
table.

No, those new
AFSCME union
bosses’ faces are
not new or fresh,
but they are woke.

Dale Clevenger

history. That was 42 works. Nine
by Andy Warhol alone. Jasper
Johns and Jeff Koons, too. That’s
Bertha Palmers in aces.

Such generosity must have
caused the development folk at
the museum to salivate more than
usual. Edlis, a giant in post-war
Pop collecting was once AIC
Board Chairman, but sadly passed
away in 2019 at 94. So I'm sure
he’d understand the
need to reconstruct
the board according
to the New Think-
ing. But I think he’d
equivocate on the
return of artworks
to the white donors
whose fortunes in
every  generation
seem to be unstop-
pable.

But the Apollo
Plastics founder was
a Pop culture realist.

Father Donald Rowe, S. J.

ease. He was the principal French
Horn player with the orchestra for
almost 50 years before retiring
in 2013. He endeared himself to
subscribers and fans of all per-
suasions. CSO Music Director
Riccardo Muti said, “The loss
of Dale Clevenger, one of the best
and most famous horn players of
our time and one of the glories of
the Chicago Symphony Orches-
tra, leaves a very deep void in the
music world.”

CANCELED: The Sheridan
Music Studio is canceling its An-
nual Gala Concert Fundraisers
scheduled for Jan. 30 and Feb.
6 due to serious concerns over
COVID. They hope to reschedule
at a later date.

ST. IGNATIUS COLLEGE
PREP: Father Donald Rowe,
was a longtime university educa-
tor and founder of the the Martin
D’Arcy Museum of Art at Loyola
Univ. But only after he withdrew
from university education to take
over the leadership
of St. Ignatius Col-
lege Prep in 1981
as its president, did
his life make an
irrevocable  transi-
tion. He went on to
change the life and
future of the ven-
erable Jesuit Prep
School in Chicago.
So much so, that he
has long been con-
sidered the “second
founder,” of the in-

He’d know the value of dismissing
all those fancy folk who page turn
at the museum. He’d be the first
to agree that the bottom line costs
are limitless when faced with the
chance to shatter the values and
bonds of decades to a treasured
Chicago institution. He’d be the
first to acknowledge how Warhol,
Johns and Koons would be on the
woke bandwagon.

As many loyal AIC employ-
ees can attest, the devastation
wrought by the docent purge is a
welcome political opportunity to
strike a blow for human freedom
and better race relations. Just like
Mayor Lightfingers does in her
5th floor bunker, I mean office.

Meanwhile, we can only hope
that now with more time on their
hands the former squad of docents
can finally get those bridge games
started up again at the Onwentsia
Club, Northshore Country Club
and Women’s
Athletic Club.

Perhaps  they
can find a chair
for some soon
to be free AIC
Boards members
who are about to
have more time on
their hands.

Say, does Ken
Griffin play
bridge? That $100

Is any kind of
Woke plan in place concerning
the return of art works to phil-
anthropic families like the Pot-
ter Palmers, the Marshall Fields,
or the Buckinghams? Not to
mention Stefan Edlis and Gael
Neeson who donated $400 mil-
lion in contemporary art back in
2015. The largest donation in AIC

million Basquiat
certainly gets him a chair in the
room. After all, he’s no Novak
Djokovic. No Djoke.

CSO UPDATE: Dale
Clevenger, the Chicago Sym-
phony Orchestra’s beloved and
highly esteemed horn player has
died at 81 in Italy. From compli-
cations with Waldenstrom’s Dis-

stitution. Second only to Father
Arnold Damen, the progenitor
of so much Jesuit Catholic life
in Chicago. Father Rowe died in
December in Wauwatosa, WI. He
was a member of the Jesuit Com-
munity of St. Camillus there. His
funeral Mass will be held 11 a.m.

SHIFTING see p. 12
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Plus new, Chicago-filmed
TV series in the works

@ Heart
& of the ‘Hood

by Felicia Dechter

If apicture says 1,000 words, then “Danc-
ing with Daddy,” a new, award-winning,
children’s picture book by author Anitra
Rowe Schulte, speaks volumes.

Anitra, a former writer for this newspa-
per, has written a charming, heart-tugging
story based on life with her husband, Dan,
and their three beautiful daughters, the
oldest of which is disabled.

Elsa, 10, was born with Wolf-Hirschhorn
Syndrome [WHS] a rare chromosomal dis-
order that affects one in 50,000 births. It
is caused when part of a chromosome is
missing and in the book’s Author’s Note,
Anitra explains that people with WHS can
have similar facial features and use many
of the same tools to eat, move and talk.

Although she’s called Elsie in the book,
Elsais truly the star of Anitra’s story, which
takes place one snowy winter’s day and the
following eve.

Elsie, who is wheelchair-bound, is super
excited to attend her first daddy-daughter
dance. She and her mom go shopping and
Elsie picks out the perfect dress, a beauti-
ful red one that matches her daddy’s soc-
cer jersey. She also buys the headband that
goes with it. She’s ready for the big night!

But alas, a snowstorm comes and threat-
ens to cancel the dance. After some fret-

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Heartwarming children’s plcture book spotllghts disabilities

(L) Anitra Rowe Schulte. (R) “Dancing with Daddy,” is the heartwarming tale of a beautiful little
girl named Elsie.

ting, they learn the night is still on. Elsie
practices her dance moves, swirling and
twirling in her wheelchair as she and her
sisters find their groove. Daddy Dan (a true
girl dad) takes his three daughters and away
they go. They all boogie way into the night
and afterward, Elsie shares her excitement
with her family using gestures, smiles and
words from a book filled with pictures.

“Dancing with Daddy,” had been in the
works for about four years, with the idea
coming after Anitra really did buy tickets to
a daddy-daughter dance for Dan and FElsa,
as well as eight-year-old Cecilia and seven-
year-old Lola. Dan takes the girls out, “But
not fancy without me,” said Anitra.

“I was imagining what that night would
be,” she recalled. “What is this night going
to be without me?”” Yet much to her delight,
the evening went off without a hitch.

But she tells the tale of the anticipation
of it all, along with the dance itself, so sim-
ply and beautifully.

Debate in the Human Services Com-
mittee of the Illinois House of Repre-
sentatives was heard in the Statehouse
Jan. 17, and on the agenda is House Bill
4165, which calls for floatation devices
to be added to all lakefront Chicago
beaches.

This bill is in response to the tragic
Lake Michigan drownings we have seen
throughout the years in Lake Michigan
and our Chicago Park District’s long
opposition to installing emergency
floatation devices.

Chicago’s lakefront communities
frustrating efforts to convince the Park
District to install floatation devices
along the lakefront grew to a crescendo
last summer with the drowning death of
Miguel Cisneros, who went under just
feet from the pier at Toby Prinz Beach
in Rogers Park.

This newspaper, and in particular, re-
porter Felicia Dechter, have done exten-
sive coverage on the issue over the last
decade. Dechter lives adjacent to Toby
Prinz Beach and has witnessed many
beach drowning incidents during her
career.

This bill would require the owner of
a pier or drop-off on Lake Michigan to
install public rescue equipment, includ-
ing, at a minimum, ring life buoys, on
each of the owner’s piers and drop-offs
along the Lake Michigan coast.

In 2021, residents of Rogers Park took
matters into their own hands, installing
four Coast Guard approved devices on
the pier at Pratt, only to have them re-
moved by the Park District.

Life Ring legislation
moving forward
in Springfield

For many years, residents along the
Rogers Park lakefront have been advo-
cating for more water safety measures,
and those concerns mostly fell on deaf
ears with a Chicago Park District Board
and leadership that may have been more
concerned about legal liabilities than
in life saving. Lawyers consulting with
the Park District Board said it’s in the
best interest of the District to do noth-
ing because adding the life rings might
increase their liability.

While the city and Park District have
since relented and begun the process of
making the installations, many in the
community say this remains a needed
change to cover the entire lakefront and
to ensure that they remain and are main-
tained.

HB4165 calls for each unit of local
government owning a pier or drop-off on
Lake Michigan shall track and report to
the Dept. of Public Health, Lake Michi-
gan lakefront drownings, both fatal and
non-fatal drownings, near the unit’s
piers and drop-offs. The bill includes
tracking and reporting requirements,
and provides that the Department shall
analyze the tracking and reporting and
appropriately provide a plan and recom-
mendations for reduction in drowning
incidents, effective 180 days after be-
coming law.

Cisneros was 19 and headed off to col-
lege on a full ride to Columbia Univer-
sity in New York City before his death.
He’s one of 1,024 people Lake Michigan
experts say have drowned in the Great
Lakes since 2010.

“It’s very much our dynamic,” said Ani-
tra. “A lot of the way the story progresses
is just real natural for our life.

“I hope what comes through is that
there’s a lot of love in this family,” contin-
ued Anitra, who also has been contribut-
ing to the “Today Show,” parenting portal.
“This is who they are.”

“Dancing with Daddy,” includes sensory
with some internal rhyme and alliteration,
said Anitra. “Kids three- to eight-years-old
are really receptive about learning about
the world,” she said. “There’s something
special picture books can do. The idea she
is a character they are celebrating in a pic-
ture could be life-changing.”

Apparently, I'm not the only one who
loves this little gem, because it just won
the 2022 Dolly Gray Award, which is pre-
sented annually to an author and illustrator
(if applicable) of a book that includes ap-
propriate portrayals of people with devel-
opmental disabilities.

“I’'m really blown away by the fact that it
connected with other people,” said Anitra,
also a former staff writer/publicist for the
Chicago Public Schools. “It’s something
I wrote for myself and my family. Every
little detail is sourced from our life.”

What adds to the magic of this 40-page
treasure are its enchanting illustrations
from a captivating illustrator. After be-
ing sent the artwork of several people to
choose from, Anitra handpicked Singa-
pore-based Ziyue Chen. She chose Chen
not only for her colorful, amazing, detailed
work but Anitra was also inspired because
Chen is deaf.

“She showed a lot of tenderness between
parent and child,” Anitra said of Chen.
“She could also bring something to the
story somebody not disabled couldn’t. She
gave the project such a gift.”

Another, powerful gift that has come into
Anitra’s life is being part of the Highland
Park-based Nora Project, whose mission is

__..,
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to promote disability inclusion by empow-
ering educators and engaging students and
communities.

Through the project, Anitra has been
busy connecting to her daughter, her peers,
and her basic community, spreading inclu-
sion awareness wherever she goes. After
speaking to a class of first graders not too
long ago, she was immensely touched when
afterward, she received pictures of Elsa
drawn by the children she spoke to.

All Anitra really wants is what every
mother wants for her child: to be loved and
accepted. “I want my child to be embraced
and seen for the beautiful child she is. I felt
like the Nora Project was life-changing --
the program goes to schools and teaches
kids empathy with disabled kids. Prior to
the Nora Project, I’d be visiting my daugh-
ters’ schools with Elsa... the stares. It left
me with the most horrible feeling.”

The big daddy-daughter night that sparked
the book’s creation, taken four years ago.
Dan, with, left to right, Lola, Elsa, and Cecilia.

“I like to make eye contact and smile,”
she added. “People were avoiding me.”

But thanks to the Nora Project, she said
nowadays, folks are a little friendlier. “Now
people come up and say hi,” said Anitra.
“It’s the simple pleasantries of just being
embraced by your community. That project
changed everything for us. Everywhere we
go we know somebody.”

She said she feels as if when somebody is
unsure what to do when they see Elsa in her
wheelchair, they have the inclination to try

BOOK see p. 11
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Real estate industry experts say the tougher restrictions could have a major impact on the sales and purchase of condos and co-ops in Chicago buildings with aging infrastructure and signifi-
cant deferred maintenance. Many lakefront high-rises date back to the 1950s and 1960s, and some buildings erected in the 1920s, may not qualify for Fannie Mae-backed mortgages because
of deferred maintenance issues. Lakefront photo by Don Garbarino

How can appraisers evaluate aging condos without docs?

The Home Front
by Don DeBat

Second of two articles
on condominium financing.

Fannie Mae’s sweeping new national
condominium and co-op apartment lend-
ing regulations were created to protect res-
idents, but the tough rules do not cover all
the problems, appraisal experts say.

High-rises with “aging infrastructure
and significant deferred maintenance is a
growing concern across the nation,” noted
the Fannie Mae memorandum, issued as a
result of the tragic collapse of the Cham-
plain South Tower in Surfside, Florida,
which killed 98 people. The new regula-
tions went into effect on Jan. 1.

How do lenders and appraisers address
deferred-maintenance issues if they do not
have access to the documents which now
are sold by management companies?

“The elephant in the room is, who is
going to absorb the cost of providing the
hefty list of documents that reveal the cur-
rent condition of the property?” asks vet-
eran Realtor Sara E. Benson, president of
Chicago-based Benson Stanley Realty.

The new rules will also apply to poorly
constructed newer buildings that evidence
shoddy workmanship or construction defi-

-

} i
.
%

" Mlied Print
< BCopy

IN-HOUSE
DIGITAL & OFFSET PRINTING

ciencies, or substandard materials.

Analysts say the tougher restrictions
could have a major impact on the sales and
purchase of condos and co-ops in Chicago.
Many lakefront high-rises date back to
the 1950s and 1960s, and some buildings
erected in the 1920s, may not qualify for
Fannie Mae-backed mortgages because of
deferred maintenance issues.

Fannie Mae’s rules now require that
lenders and appraisers review a laundry list
of items before mortgage approval, includ-
ing the following documents:

¢ The declaration, or covenants, condi-
tions and restrictions (CC&R), bylaws,
house rules and regulations.

¢ Board-meeting minutes, state man-
dated disclosures, prior and current year
budgets, and the reserve study.

“Doc fees can range from $50 to $250
per document, so the price can really add
up depending on the number of documents
requested,” Benson said. “On average fees
may run in excess of $500 for electronic
delivery for a complete set needed to com-
plete a condominium sales transaction.”

Reviewing condo documents is critical,
consumer advocates say, because buyers
need to know well in advance if the as-
sociation being bought into has costly de-
ferred maintenance issues, is on the brink
of bankruptcy—or fiscally fit and a sound
investment.

“You wouldn’t want to get hit with that
$50,000 special assessment six months af-
ter the closing, would you?” Benson asked.
Some special assessments have exceeded
$100,000 per unit.

The new Fannie Mae regulations cover
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current or planned special assessments.
Even if paid in full, they must be reviewed.
The lender must document the reason for
the special assessment, the total amount
assessed, and repayment terms.

Fannie Mae also requires the following
information:

* Documentation to support that the spe-
cial assessment will not create a negative
impact to the financial stability, viability,
condition, and marketability of the project.

* The lender is expected to obtain the
financial documents necessary to confirm
the condo association or HOA has the abil-
ity to fund any repairs.

If the special assessment is related to
safety, soundness, structural integrity, or
habitability, all related repairs must be ful-
ly completed or the project is not eligible.

“Fannie Mae needs a reality check if
it believes the necessary information for
lenders and appraisers is easily acces-
sible from sellers and buyers or real estate
agents,” Benson said.

“The gatekeeper is typically the property
management company that charges for the
information, a practice that only took off
after the 2008 real estate collapse,” Benson
noted. At that time, management compa-
nies were struggling to increase their bot-
tom lines by reselling condo documents for
a profit.

“Board meeting minutes are the only
place where an upcoming special assess-
ment may be discussed—for example,
gathering bids for roof work or structural
reconstruction that has not been levied at
the time of the sale,” Benson noted.

“What if the property has not yet trans-
ferred, and the special assessment has not
yet been levied?” Benson asks. “How is
the appraiser and/or lender going to review
meeting minutes to address undisclosed
upcoming special assessments?

“Who is going to pay the fees to the prop-
erty management companies for necessary
compliance and disclosure?” Benson asks.

Regarding documents, most governing
instruments and state statutes were created
long before online delivery was a possibil-
ity, consumer advocates note. They allow

for a “reasonable cost” of copying docu-
ments.

However, in the age of the Internet, as-
sociation documents are frequently stored
electronically and can be shared with a
simple click of a mouse. There is no paper,
ink, or shipping costs. There is no man-

“Most management
companies—and some boards
of directors—are using the
documents as a literal profit
center. These are new
expenses conjured up

by property managers—
charging fees for materials
that are owned by the sellers
or documents that are public
record,” Sara Benson noted.

power time associated with copying docs
and sending them to the buyer via U.S.
Mail or Fed-Ex delivery.

“Despite this, most management compa-
nies—and some boards of directors—are
using the documents as a literal profit cen-
ter,” Benson said.

“These are new expenses conjured up
by property managers—charging fees for
materials that are owned by the sellers or
documents that are public record,” Benson
noted.

Although the new Fannie Mae regula-
tions are designed to protect sellers and
buyers, the real question being overlooked
is who pays the cost of the documents?

“Appraisers do not get paid enough to
absorb the cost of hundreds of dollars in
document fees,” Benson said. “Until Fan-
nie Mae addresses the business model of
reselling condo docs, the directives for
document examination are nearly impos-
sible to fulfill.”

For more housing news, visit www.
dondebat.biz. Don DeBat is co-author
of “Escaping Condo Jail,” the ultimate
survival guide for condominium living.
Visit www.escapingcondojail.com.

Training and support
for dementia care givers

Are you a caregiver of a family member
or friend with Alzheimer’s or a related de-
mentia? If so the Chicago Dept. of Family
and Support Services [DFSS] is hosting a
free online interactive six-week training
series designed to support family caregiv-
ers.

To register, visit the link: https:/bit.ly/
G3TSAVVY. Spaces are limited, for more
information, contact Danielle Riley at 312-
743-1475 or Danielle.Riley@cityofchicago.
org, or Victoria Russo at 312-743-3528 or

Victoria.Russo@cityofchicago.org.

The DFSS Senior Services Division also
offers a variety of citywide programs de-
signed to address the needs and interests of
older Chicagoans and their caregivers. In
general, all Chicagoans aged 60 and older
are eligible for services. Some programs
have lower ages of eligibility.

For more information call 312-744-4016;
call 311 Monday — Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p-m., or email aging@cityofchicago.org.



Cook County Treasurer Maria Pappas’
2022 Scavenger Sale will look different as
the Treasurer’s Office takes steps to help
small developers, homeowners and inves-
tors rebuild neighborhoods and create gen-
erational wealth.

Under Illinois law, the Treasurer’s Office
is required to conduct a Scavenger Sale ev-
ery two years, offering at auction the taxes
on properties with three or more years of
delinquent taxes. The Sale is scheduled to
take place Feb. 14 — March 2.

How the Scavenger Sale works

A property’s unpaid taxes are sold for
cash bids. The minimum bid is $250.

The amounts bid typically are signifi-
cantly less than the total amount of delin-
quent taxes and interest due. The highest
bidder wins a lien on the property. If the
current property owner does not redeem
(pay) the delinquent taxes within a cer-
tain time period (typically 2 1/2 years for
residential properties and six months for
commercial properties and vacant lots), the
tax buyer can petition the Circuit Court of
Cook County for a deed to take ownership
of the property.

Tax buyers do not pay delinquent taxes
on a property. However, after the sale but
prior to getting a deed, the buyer must pay
whatever taxes went unpaid after the Scav-
enger Sale.

Bidder registration for the sale is under-
way now through Feb. 4.

What’s included in the Scavenger Sale

The 2022 Scavenger Sale includes
31,209 property index numbers, or PINs,
with 14,598 of them in the City of Chicago
and 16,611 in suburban Cook County. The
unpaid taxes on those properties totals al-
most $1.15 billion countywide, including
$254.9 million just in Chicago, and adds
to the financial challenges many commu-
nities face.

More than half of the PINs are vacant lots
and many are on the same block, creating
opportunities for meaningful development.
The list includes thousands of properties in
Chicago and suburban Cook County that
were originally offered at previous Scaven-
ger Sales but were not sold.

What’s new for the 2022 Scavenger Sale

Changes to the 2022 Cook County Scav-
enger Sale are intended to remove potential
barriers for bidders, increase transparency
and make the Scavenger Sale more suc-
cessful. The changes include:

* The list is now free. The Treasurer’s
Office has removed the $250 fee required
to obtain a list of all Property Index Num-
bers (PINs) scheduled to be offered during

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Treasurer Pappas changes 2022 Scavenger Sale
to benefit bidders and communities

the sale.

* The list is downloadable. The entire list
is available at cookcountytreasurer.com to
view and/or download.

* There is a searchable map. A new in-
teractive map will allow anyone to view all
properties on the Sale list, see how many
are in a certain community and block and
learn the characteristics of each property
to be offered.

Why the changes matter

A 2020 Treasurer’s Office study of seven
Scavenger Sales conducted from 2007 to
2019 found the process, created in 1939 by
the General Assembly, no longer is an ef-
fective tool in returning properties to pro-
ductive use and the tax rolls. Out of 51,320
unique properties offered over 13 years at
the Scavenger Sale, just 3,655 were pur-
chased by private buyers.

“By making the list free,
putting it online and mak-
ing an easily searchable map,
I hope we see more potential
bidders intent on improving
their communities. A vacant
lot could become a side yard,
helping a homeowner build
generational wealth. A cluster
of parcels could attract a local
developer interested in adding
new houses to a block,”
Maria Pappas said.

Pappas said her changes to the 2022
Scavenger Sale are incremental improve-
ments that may increase the Sale’s success
while her office formulates more improve-
ments.

“By making the list free, putting it on-
line and making an easily searchable map,
I hope we see more potential bidders intent
on improving their communities. A vacant
lot could become a side yard, helping a
homeowner build generational wealth. A
cluster of parcels could attract a local de-
veloper interested in adding new houses to
a block,” Pappas said.

How communities can benefit from the
Scavenger Sale

One participant at several previous Scav-
enger Sales was Noble Development Asso-
ciates, headed by Louis Williams and Yo-
landa Davis. With roots in the community,
Williams and Davis decided to focus on the
area near Garfield Blvd. and Shields Ave.
in the northeast corner of Englewood.

Since winning bids, Noble has gone

MARIA PAPPAS

COOK COUNTY TREASURER
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To Offer
Sale Sales Sales
ALL CLASSIFICATIONS
COUNTYWIDE 31,209 20,382 13,728 11,730
CHICAGO 14,598 9,200 5,000 4,068
SUBURBS 16,611 11,182 8,728 7,662
RESIDENTIAL ONLY
COUNTYWIDE 10,866 5,293 3,294 2,409
CHICAGO 3,798 1,603 836 519
SUBURBS 7,068 3,690 2,458 1,890
COMMERCIAL / INDUSTRIAL ONLY
COUNTYWIDE 2,041 824 256 158
CHICAGO 550 222 47 24
SUBURBS 1,491 602 209 134
VACANT LOTS ONLY
COUNTYWIDE 18,302 14,265 10,178 9,163
CHICAGO 10,250 7,375 4,117 3,525
SUBURBS 8,052 6,890 6,061 5,638

through the court process to obtain the
deeds to dozens of vacant lots in the neigh-
borhood. Now it plans to partner with de-
velopers to build homes. “We have a sig-
nificant investment in the neighborhood,”
Williams said.

Construction is expected to start this
spring on a three-flat at 333 W. Garfield
Blvd. that Noble has sold to developers and
real estate agents Rich Aronson of Berk-
shire Hathaway Home Services Chicago
and Greg Viti of Keller Williams ONEChi-
cago Lincoln Park. They hope to sell it to a
someone who will live in the building.

“The ultimate goal is the create owner-
ship and generational wealth,” Aronson
said. “We want to recreate the neighbor-
hood.”

“Throughout Cook County, there are
groups and individuals working hard to
better the lives of the people around them,”
Pappas added. “The Scavenger Sale can be
an effective tool to obtain a deed to a prop-
erty that no longer has delinquent taxes at-
tached to it.”

For more information, visit cookcoun-
tytreasurer.com

Porch pirate escaped once

BY CWBCHICAGO

Lamont Ott, 27, was charged with bur-
glarizing a River North convenience store
in July 2020. According to court records, he
went home on electronic monitoring [EM],
stopped showing up for court two months
later, and got re-arrested in Nov. 2020.

Prosecutors charged him with escape.
And he went home on electronic monitor-
ing again in January 2021. Both cases are
still pending.

On Jan. 14, Chicago police were con-
ducting surveillance on the 1000 block
of N. Riverwalk on the Near North Side.
Prosecutors said that a resident who recent-
ly reported several package thefts agreed
to let cops put dummy packages on their
porch to trap the thief.

Guess who allegedly walked up and stole

the dummy packages?

When cops confronted Ott at the resi-
dence’s front gate, he allegedly threw the
packages into the air and tried to run away.
They caught him, and prosecutors charged
him with felony theft and misdemeanor
trespassing.

His criminal record includes adult felony
convictions for possessing a stolen motor
vehicle, theft, and burglary. Prosecutors
said he was adjudicated delinquent as a
juvenile for residential burglary and rob-
bery.

Judge Maryam Ahmad ordered him held
without bail for violating bond in his pend-
ing burglary and escape cases. She set bail
in the new theft case at $2,000. She also
ordered him to go on EM again when he
gets out.
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Cabrini-Green: A history of broken promises

Transforming Chicago’s most
Sfamous public housing complex
will cost taxpayers $2 billion.

It also came with often-unkept
promises of jobs, city contracts
and homes for those forced from
the neighborhood.

BY ALEJANDRA CANCINO
Better Government Assoc.

Part one of two

The residents of Cabrini-Green
had reason to be skeptical.

For years, their calls for help
had gone largely unheeded. The
conditions in their publicly sub-
sidized high-rise apartments had
only grown worse over time, and
they had the political misfortune
to be Black and living in one of
the most segregated cities in the
nation.

So when former Mayor Rich-
ard M. Daley — under increasing
pressure to stop the national head-
lines portraying their community
as the model for the failures of
public housing — sent prominent
Black politicians and city offi-
cials to their community to front
his billion-dollar transformation
plan, residents turned out by the
hundreds.

They gathered on a winter
morning in 1997 inside a high
school auditorium. Many brought
their children. At the time, Cabri-
ni-Green had been neglected for
years by their landlord — the
Chicago  Housing  Authority
[CHA]. Once a sparkling beacon
of hope for poor families, it had
been allowed to deteriorate into a
complex riddled with boarded up
units, broken elevators and a lita-
ny of unmet maintenance needs.

Now, Daley and his lieutenants
promised an altogether new direc-
tion for the prime real estate on
the city’s Near North Side: Tear it
down and start over.

The promises reverberated over
the public address system into an
arena filled with doubters: Ev-
eryone who wanted to return to
the rejuvenated area could do so;
they would get their fair share of
the billion-dollar economic pie;
hundreds of coveted construction
jobs would be theirs.

Fast-forward nearly a quarter
century and the dilapidated high-
rises are gone, replaced with a
well groomed, freshly landscaped
new neighborhood that includes
an Apple store, a swanky river
walk lined with boats and more

DEEP DISH
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(L) A protest at a Cabrini-Green demolition site Nov. 6, 1995. (R) Mayor Richard M. Daley, right, describes his plan for rehab|l|tat|ng the Cabrini-Green
housing area during a news conference June 27, 1996. Cabrini resident leaders were noticeably absent from the dais.
Photo courtesy José M. Osorio/Chicago Tribune

than 3,500 mixed-income apart-
ments — most of which the origi-
nal Cabrini-Green tenants could
never afford.

The total price tag to taxpay-
ers has now more than doubled
to $2 billion on a plan — more
than a decade behind schedule
— that has transformed a Black
neighborhood to a predominantly
white one. By the time it’s done,
taxpayers will have spent more
than $500,000 for each of the
more than 3,500 Cabrini-Green
families the city kicked out.

A yearlong Better Government
Association [BGA] examination
of public records and dozens of
interviews reveals decades of
broken promises, unmet dead-
lines and a long record of neglect
continuing even today.

Of the 2,500 construction jobs
Daley promised to Cabrini-Green
residents, the BGA found only
40 who actually got one. Of the
nearly 4,000 homes already built
or underway, only 48 are being
built by a construction company
owned by a former Cabrini-Green
resident — the only Black-owned
builder on the project, the BGA
found.

And of the thousands of fami-
lies who were promised they
could return, more than 80% nev-
er did — some were disqualified,
relocated or simply overwhelmed
with bureaucracy. Many died
waiting. Even today, 85 families
who used to live in Cabrini-Green
are still on decades-old waiting
lists to move back.

City officials and the CHA ig-
nored residents’ demands, repeat-
edly reneged on promises, and
tossed up so many barriers for
many that their return became
nearly impossible. Black-owned
businesses that sprung up in the
wake of the city’s promises strug-

NOW OPEN IN EDGEWATER

1 Reserve your George’s
Deep Dish pizza online today at:
WWW. georgesdeepdlsh com/#

Our pizza has a Sourdough Focaccwa Style Crust,
Crispy Caramelized Cheese Edge, Cormeal Base,
and our Sweet Tomato Sauce. We use King Arthur
Flour, Stanislaus Tomatoes, and Grande Cheese.

It takes several days for each pizza’s dough to
individually cold ferment in its own container. This
process gives every deep dish pizza a unique flavor
and texture. We make only limited number of pizzas
each day. This ensures we provide the highest quality

product to you.

6221 N. Clark St. www.GeorgesDeepDish.com 773-801-1551

Tuesday-Saturday 5 p.m. -

10 p.m. Closed Sunday and Monday

gled to survive with only a tiny
fraction of the hundreds of mil-
lions that went to mostly white
developers — many with the
kind of political connections well
known to hold sway at City Hall,
the BGA found.

The CHA worked to arrange
public subsidies for those con-
nected developers. It bailed them
out when they couldn’t meet their
debt obligations, extended missed
deadlines, and defended daunt-
ing requirements for public hous-
ing residents to return, even after
residents argued in court those
requirements were humiliating.

From Black to white
at Cabrini-Green

Census tracts over six decades
show how Chicago transformed
the area including the former
public housing complex from a
mostly Black neighborhood to a
mostly white one. The transfor-
mation, an initiative led by Mayor
Richard M. Daley, will come with
a price tag to taxpayers of more
than $2 billion.

Mayor Lori Lightfoot, who
inherited the decades-old reju-
venation, and her public housing
chief, Tracey Scott, declined to
be interviewed for this report. But
through a spokeswoman, Scott
said the redevelopment has “cre-
ated economic growth and op-
portunities that have benefited
all residents, including families
living in subsidized housing,” and
the BGA’s questions regarding the
city’s broken promises related to
“decisions that were made many
years ago.”

Speaking at a July ribbon cut-
ting for the latest apartment
building at the Cabrini-Green
site, Lightfoot acknowledged the
city has more work to do.

“Since the first wrecking ball
slammed into Cabrini-Green
homes and towers two decades
ago, a lot has changed,” Lightfoot
said. “But in some ways, some
things have remained the same.
Former Cabrini-Green residents
are still grappling with the trau-
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ma of losing their homes and be-
ing forced to relocate elsewhere,
in some instances, with very little
time to do so.”

“These broken promises have
been a real tragedy,” said Eliza-
beth Rosenthal, an attorney who
represented Cabrini-Green resi-
dents until leaving Chicago in
2017. “There was a lack of re-
spect, a lack of recognition of the
communities that existed.”

The raucous roll out

For the hundreds of activists
and residents who turned up at
the neighborhood high school that
cold morning Feb. 22, 1997, to
hear Daley’s pitch, Cabrini-Green
was not the community portrayed
in the headlines. To them, it was
home.

To them, it was a place where
help with child care was just a
door knock away, where sum-
mer cookouts were as common
as pickup basketball games and
where lifelong friendships were
forged.

That’s why they sued, arguing
they had been locked out of the
Daley administration’s decision-
making process and accusing the
city of yet another in a long his-
tory of discriminating insults.

In a video of the 1997 meet-
ing, Jesse White, then the Cook
County recorder of deeds, and
Ald. Walter Burnett, 27th, stood
alongside city officials helping
Daley sell his plan. Soon, dozens
of people in the audience grew
frustrated and began walking
out.

Others raised their voices, and
some were even arrested after a
skirmish.

“If you all leave this meeting
this morning, you’re stupid,” Bur-
nett was quoted telling the crowd
in newspaper accounts.

Both Burnett and White, now
the Illinois secretary of state, de-
clined to be interviewed for this
report.

A longtime neighborhood
leader rose toward the end of the
meeting to sum up the crowd’s
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feelings:

“You all put the cart before the
horse,” said John Stevens, who
fought alongside residents until
his death a year later. ““You should
have come to this community to
find out what we want —— not
bring something from the mayor’s
office on what you all want.”

Carol Steele, a longtime Cabri-
ni resident and advocate — and
today one of the last elders trying
to hold the CHA and the city ac-
countable for the promises made
to residents — was there that
Saturday morning and recalled
marching in and telling Daley of-
ficials, “You didn’t include us in
the plan.”

“They had to bring us to the
table,” Steele told the BGA.

‘Daley’s Cabrini dream’

Cabrini’s redevelopment was
one element of Daley’s plan to
privatize Chicago’s public hous-
ing portfolio throughout the city
by demolishing high-rise build-
ings, reducing units by one-third
to 25,000, and offering vouchers
to low-income residents to use for
private-market apartments scat-
tered mostly throughout Chicago.

The new public housing units
replacing the high-rises were to
be built or rehabbed in “mixed
income” communities, meant to
break up concentrations of pov-
erty by integrating low-income
families with middle-class and
wealthier ones.

“This Near North development
plan seeks to build a community
where children have safe places to
play and learn and where working
families at every income level can
pursue the American dream of
owning a home,” Daley said at the
1996 news conference in which
he announced what a headline by
the Chicago Tribune dubbed “Da-
ley’s Cabrini dream.”

Even though Cabrini-Green
resident leaders didn’t make Da-
ley’s guest list for the announce-
ment, he said his plan “will be a
community with access to good
jobs and a clear path up the lad-
der of success.”

Cabrini-Green residents fought
back in court, demanding access
to the subsidized apartments built
in the area and to the bonanza of
contracts fueled by the redevelop-
ment. That 1996 lawsuit remains
active today and is the basis of
settlement agreements that are
still in force between the city and
former residents.

Still, the influx of wealth, re-

CABRINI see p. 13




Proposed new state law
would only allow
violent offenders

out of jail without
electronic monitoring

BY CWBCHICAGO

Most public officials up and
down the North Lakefront now
openly question Cook County’s
policy of releasing violent offend-
ers back onto the streets, even
those accused murderers and
attempted murders.

It has been a slow learning
process for many of them. At
first, many denied there was a
problem, and questioned the sud-
den concern. Then some suggest-
ed it wasn’t as bad as everyone
thinks. And now, finally, we’re
seeing most every city, state and
county public official jumping in
front of the massive parade that

is passing judgement on Cook
County and City Hall, which is
broadly failing in one of its main
tasks: catching, arresting, charg-
ing, trying and jailing guilty
criminal offenders.

Indeed many violent offenders
today are being set free with no
bail, or are being put on electron-
ic monitoring [EM] - which is
poorly supervised and essentially
a free pass.

Now a rookie state legisla-
tor from the North Side has in-
troduced a proposal [HB4468]
that she says will prevent those
defendants from being released on
EM before trial. But it’s not clear
that her proposal will accomplish
the goals she set out.

Rep. Margaret Croke [12th]
wants attempted first-degree
murder, reckless homicide,
aggravated  vehicular  hijack-
ing with a firearm or dangerous
weapon, armed habitual crimi-

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

nal, and any offense that would
require the defendant to register
as a sex offender to be excluded
from EM eligibility. Sen. Sara
Feigenholtz [6th] said she would
introduce similar legislation in
the state senate.

“The uptick in violent crime
is unsettling, safety is my top
priority,” said Croke, who has
never sent this newspaper a press
release, email, newsletter, or
made one phone call to her only
community newspaper asking
for coverage of her “top-priority”
position on this hot topic.

“I’m supportive of legislation to
restrict those charged with egre-
gious violent crimes from being
released on electronic monitor-
ing. It’s a commonsense step in
the right direction to help curb
violence,” she said on a twitter
post.

Illinois already has a list of
crimes that are “excluded” from
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Local pols suddenly outraged over alleged murderers set free

Rep. Margaret Croke

EM eligibility, including first-
degree murder and criminal
sexual assault, and her legislation
would add more crimes to the list.
But people can be placed on EM
for reasons other than to await
trial and the existing law specifi-
cally allows people accused of

“excluded” crimes to be placed on
EM while on bond awaiting trial.

In other words, they’re excluded
from EM in some circumstances,
but pretrial release is not one of
them. Rep. Croke’s proposed law
would not change that, according
to the state legislature’s website.

Even if Croke’s legislation
succeeds in keeping defendants
accused of serious crimes from
being released on EM, her law
would not prevent the same defen-
dants from being released without
electronic monitoring.

This reporter asked Croke,
Feignholtz, and House Asst.
Majority Leader Jaime An-
drade [40th], a co-sponsor of the
bill, how releasing defendants
without EM is better for public
safety than releasing them with it.
None responded.

Distress grows in Chicago’s hotel and office markets

Tired of waiting
for recovery, owners look
for buyers at any price

BY CONNIE KIM,
ROB URBAN AND
KEITH LARSEN
The Real Deal

Call it capitulation, with a
capital C for Chicago. Owners
of distressed hotels and office
buildings, weary of waiting for
a recovery, are taking what they
can get.

“Landlords with a lot of vacan-
cies are certainly starting to make
that choice,”” said Lisa Davidson, a
vice chairman at Savills. “There’s
such uncertainty that if they can
get out, they want to. So they’re
putting it on the market now and
cutting their losses.”

Offices, even those with few
employees coming to work, have
held up better than some other
parts of the real estate market
thanks to leases that are typically
10 years. Yet even they’ve had
casualties, including the biggest
downtown office default, the 45-
story Civic Opera House, 20 N.
Wacker Dr.

Hardest hit have been hotels, as
business and tourist travel remain
mired at a fraction of pre-pan-
demic levels. That helps explain
why the Kimpton Hotel Monaco
is being sold for just $36 million,
35% less than its appraised value
when it last sold in 2013. Xenia
Hotels & Resorts, a Florida real
estate investment trust, sold the
191-key property for the equiva-
lent of $188,500 per room.

Some 51% of the city’s hotels
are at least 30 days delinquent
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or in special servicing, a step to-
ward resolving a debt, often by
a sale. That puts the city sixth
in the nation, according to Cred
1Q, a firm that tracks commercial
mortgage-backed debt. Portland,
OR, is highest, at 58%, just ahead
of Houston’s 57%.

“Big conventions have not re-
turned,” said Laura Dietzel, a
senior real estate analyst at RSM.
“We definitely see that in terms of
causing a slower recovery within
the hospitality space within the
central business district compared
to other markets.”

Chicago also ranked sixth
nationwide in distressed office
buildings. Almost 10% of com-
mercial mortgage-backed securi-
ties on properties are delinquent
or in special servicing, accord-
ing to Cred IQ, behind St. Louis,
Hartford, Cleveland, Houston and
Orlando.

Opportunity with risk
Granted, one developer’s woes
can be an opportunity for others
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— assuming they have an appe-
tite for risk, an eye for a bargain
and lots of patience.

Take veteran developer Mi-
chael Reschke, dubbed the Harry
Houdini of Chicago real estate
by Crain’s Chicago for his al-
most magical ability to survive
financial turmoil. He’s taking on
what may be his biggest gamble
yet, buying the 17-story James. R.
Thompson Center from the state
for $70 million and planning to
update the building’s offices and
potentially even convert upper
floors into a hotel.

“A lot of people have questioned
whether I have a screw loose or
something,” Reschke told Crain’s.
Despite record vacancy rates,
however, “it’s a very rational — I
think — well-thought-out project
if you just study the project and
what you’re working with.”

South Korea’s Lotte Group,
among the Asian nation’s top five

conglomerates, was the buyer of
the Kimpton Hotel. Lotte Hotels
& Resorts will probably rebrand
the 191-room hotel at 225 N. Wa-
bash Ave., Crain’s reported, citing
unidentified people familiar with
the matter. It’s among 20 hotels
the conglomerate plans to open
across North America in the next
five years.

Sales are usually a better out-
come for owners than losing a
property to foreclosure, even at
deep discounts, though price isn’t
the only factor. The building’s
quality and location are key.

Older buildings

Office buildings at 300 W. Ad-
ams St., 20 N. Wacker Dr. and 175
W. Jackson Blvd. fell victim to a
flight to quality, for example, said
Joe Learner, another vice chair-
man at Savills.

“Those were buildings that
were built in the early part of
the 1900s in the West Loop, but
they are older and less efficient,”
Learner said. “It’s not as if there’s
anything wrong with these build-
ings. It’s that there’s a certain
amount of demand chasing an
enormous amount of supply.”

A venture of Pennsylvania’s
Alliance HP, owner of a 254,000-
square-foot building at 300 W.
Adams St., transferred the lease-
hold interest to an entity man-
aged by Morgan Stanley through
a deed-in-lieu of foreclosure in
November. New York investment
firm 601W was hit with a $195
million foreclosure suit in Octo-
ber after failing to make monthly

Sinks, Toilets, Vanities, Jacuzzis
Radiators, Boilers and Heating

CALL 773-818-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave.

loan payments since May on the
Civic Opera House at 20 North
Wacker Drive.

The building at 175 W. Jackson
Blvd., home to financial firms and
the Chicago office of the U.S. Se-
curities and Exchange Commis-
sion, faces “imminent default”
as it struggles to stay current on
debt payments. Brookfield Asset
Management has $258.6 million
of debt on the property in two
commercial mortgage-backed se-
curities. The loan was transferred
in November to LNR Partners,
the special servicer in charge of
overseeing a workout.

And location isn’t just a cliche
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Men raided North Face stores,
sold stolen coats
inside a Subway Restaurant

An 18-year-old man and an ac-
complice raided stores on the Mag-
nificent Mile and in Wicker Park to
steal over $10,000 in merchandise
that they sold on a table inside a
Subway restaurant in Auburn Gresh-
am, prosecutors said.

Semaj Bryant, 18, and his un-
named accomplice were arrested
when they walked into the restau-
rant with a
bag of fresh-
ly-stolen
merchandise
as  Chicago
police detec-
tives were in
the store re-
trieving vid-
eo footageof — ~ 7
their previous sales efforts, Assistant
State’s Attorney Loukas Kalliantasis
said.

“Why in the world that Subway
allows you to come back there each
and every time to resell it, | don’t
know,” a flummoxed Judge Charles
Beach told Bryant during a bail hear-
ing Jan. 12.

Bryant and his partner entered
The North Face, 875 N. Michigan,
around 5:30 p.m. Dec. 10, 2021, and
headed toward the exits with arm-
loads of winter coats.

A store security officer tried to
stop the men by blocking the re-
volving door, but they shoved the
guard and dragged him as he tried
to hold onto the store’s merchan-
dise, according to Kalliantasis. The
duo escaped with $4,992 worth of
coats in a Honda Accord — but not
before a witness made a note of the
car’s license plate number.

Later the same evening, Chicago
police saw the Honda parked out-
side a Subway restaurant at 7908 S.
Halsted. The cops interviewed Bry-
ant and his partner, who had “mul-
tiple coats,” Kalliantasis said, but the
men were not arrested.

Two days later, Bryant and his ac-
complice stole $3,080 worth of coats
from The North Face in Wicker Park,
Kalliantasis alleged. CPD surveil-
lance video showed them arriving
at the same Subway restaurant in
their Honda Accord and removing
garbage bags from the vehicle, Kal-
liantasis said. Video from inside the
restaurant allegedly shows them
dumping jackets and coats onto a
table.

Then, on Dec. 21, the pair entered
aSephorastore, stuffed $2,493 worth
of cologne into a black garbage bag,
and walked out, Kalliantasis con-
tinued. Once again, they allegedly
drove to the Subway restaurant and
walked in with the cologne and bags
of North Face coats.

Both men noisily unloaded their
goods onto the restaurant table,
which attracted the attention of Chi-
cago police investigators who were
pulling surveillance video of their
previous visits from the store’s se-
curity system, Kalliantasis said. The
cops arrested them.

Bryant allegedly told police that a
friend recruited him to steal jackets
and sell them. He admitted to selling
The North Face coats for $200 or less
and keeping a percentage, Kallianta-
sis said.

It's not clear why charges were
not filed until today and no charges
were announced against the Bry-
ant’s alleged accomplice. However,

Semaj Bryant

prosecutors did charge Bryant with
operating a continuing financial crime
enterprise and three counts of retail
theft. He received juvenile probation
for robbery in 2018, Kalliantasis said.

Beach, calculating that Bryant is
charged with stealing $10,565 worth
of merchandise, set bail at $100,000.
Bryant must post a $10,000 deposit to
get out of jail.

The judge highlighted that number
for Bryant, saying it is “roughly equal
to what you've stolen.”

The arrest of Bryant is not the end
of The North Face store’s problems.
Hours before he appeared in bond
court Wednesday, two men broke
into the retailer’s Wicker Park location
and made off with armloads of coats
around 3:53 a.m., according to police
and witnesses.

The burglars, who traveled in a red
Dodge SUV, are suspected of burglar-
izing three liquor stores Dec. 12, too:
on the 1900 block of W. Fullerton at
3:20 a.m.; the 4900 block of N. Damen
at 3:40 a.m.; and the 1100 block of W.
Taylor at 4:40 a.m. Cash registers and
liquor were taken from the stores. Ac-
cording to a witness, the crew also
tried to break into 1000 Liquors, 1000
W. Belmont, around 2:48 a.m., but
they were not successful.

Police investigators now suspect
that a group of men who have been
breaking into mom and pop conve-
nience stores and liquor stores across
the North Side for months is also in-
volved in high-end retail burglaries,
including two recent break-ins at
Burberry, 633 N. Michigan.

The crew is known to carry guns
and even fired shots at a man who
stopped to watch what they were do-
ing in Edgewater last month.

A group of men pushed a secu-
rity guard during a raid at Prada, 30 E.
Oak, around 2:30 p.m. Jan. 12, accord-
ing to a police report. The guard suf-
fered a wrist injury when they threw
him to the ground. Witnesses said
four or five offenders fled the scene
in two cars with the luxury retailer’s
merchandise. Prada was also hit in a
two-man raid on Dec. 22.

Woman charged

with shooting man in the Loop;
man charged

with having pot in his waistband

Prosecutors said that a Wisconsin
woman who traveled to Chicago to
celebrate her birthday with her child'’s
father wound up shooting the man
during a confrontation on a Loop
street corner Jan. 9. And the victim,
who is on parole for his third gun
conviction, was not only shot, he also
ended up being charged with a felony
after cops al-
legedly found
$900 worth of
pot tucked into
his waistband.

Terry Traylor,
42, and Marcus
Wilson, 29, ar-
gued in their
hotel lobby
——— around 4:45
a.m., and it turned physical, Assistant
State’s Attorney William Lacy said dur-
ing Traylor’s bail hearing Jan. 11. Two
hotel workers saw the couple leave
with their infant child, and Lacy said
Traylor had blood on her face. The ho-
tel’s desk clerk called 911.

Wilson followed Traylor as she car-
ried the baby to her vehicle at 72 S.
Franklin and Traylor blocked Wilson
from getting into the car, Lacy said.
Wilson allegedly hit Traylor with his
hand and kicked her.

That's when Traylor backed up and
shot Wilson in the leg as a CPD surveil-
lance camera recorded the incident,
Lacy said. Wilson fell to the ground,
got up, and hopped back to the ho-
tel on one foot. Traylor drove a short
distance and ditched a bloody gun in
a trash can, according to Lacy. Police

Terry Traylor
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later recovered the weapon.

Meanwhile, Chicago police officers
applied a tourniquet to slow Wilson's
blood loss, but they also noticed a
suspicious bulge in his waistline, Lacy
said. The officers allegedly found two
packages containing 900 grams of
pot tucked into his pants.

Wilson was reportedly uncoopera-
tive with police and did not want to
pursue charges. Traylor told police
she couldn’t remember how Wilson
got shotand she denied having a gun,
but she did admit to disposing of a
pistol that someone let in her vehicle,
Lacy alleged.

Prosecutors charged Traylor with
aggravated discharge of a fire-
arm. Judge Susana Ortiz set bail at
$100,000. She said Traylor could re-
turn home to Milwaukee after posting
a 10% bail deposit.

Traylor has four childrenandisasin-
gle mother who works as a waitress.
She pointed out that Traylor suffered
a head injury during the incident and
could have an affirmative defense.

Wilson is currently on parole after
serving half of an eight-year sentence
he received for being a felon in pos-
session of a firearm in 2016. He was
also convicted of being a felon in pos-
session of a firearm in 2013 and 2012.
He received three-year sentences in
both of those cases. He was convicted
of burglary in 2010 and received a
five-year term.

Ortiz released him on his own re-
cognizance.

Man found carrying two guns
and a box of ammo
while cruising the Mag Mile

Cops who stopped Donrell Radc-
liffe for a traffic violation along the
Magnificent Mile became curious
when they al-
legedly  saw
a box of am-
munition in his
driver’s  door
panel. That's
when Radcliffe
admitted that
he was carry-
ing not one
- " "  buttwoloaded
handguns in his jacket, too, prosecu-
tors said.

It happened at 7:11 p.m. Jan. 8 on
Superior St., just west of Michigan
Ave., according to Assistant State’s At-
torney Joseph Mahoney.

Cops opened Radcliffe’s driver's
door so they could see and hear him,
Mahoney said, explaining that the
car's windows were heavily tinted. As
the officers did that, they allegedly
saw that box of ammo in the door
storage area.

The curious officers asked Radcliffe,
21, about the ammunition. He freely
stated that he had a gun in his jacket
and began reaching for the weapon,
Mahoney said. The cops ordered him
not to move, and they recovered a
loaded handgun with an extended
magazine from his coat pocket.

That's when Radcliffe allegedly
told them that he had another gun
in his other jacket pocket, too. Cops
pulled a loaded 9-mm handgun from
that pocket.

Radcliffe is licensed to own fire-
arms, but he does not have a con-
cealed carry license, according to
Mahoney.

A public defender said Radcliffe has
no criminal background and works as
a cook and cashier at Popeyes.

“Not one but two firearms. Loaded.
One with an extended magazine in
a car with heavily tinted windows,”
Judge Maryam Ahmad said, recount-
ing the state’s allegations. “When
the court hears facts like this, it raises
questions about public safety.”

She set Radcliffe’s bail at $6,000
and ordered him to surrender his Fire-
arm Owner’s ID card. Radcliffe went
home by posting a $600 deposit.

Donrell Radcliffe

Robbers shoot witness
in Edgewater

Two armed robbers shot a 60-year-
old man who yelled at them as they
robbed a woman in Edgewater Jan
13, police said. The shooting unfolded
three weeks after a North Side alder-
man encouraged her constituents to
intervene in robberies while blowing
whistles.

The robbery victim, 34, told police
that two young males grabbed her
from behind, and one held her while
the other took her purse just after 10
p.m. on the 5900 block of N. Glen-
wood, according to a CPD report.

A man who saw the robbery un-
folding yelled at the perpetrators,
and one of them fired a shot, striking
him in the left leg, police said. The
shooting victim was taken to St. Fran-
cis Hospital in fair condition, but the
woman was not injured.

According to witnesses, the sus-
pects, two Black males who appeared
15- or 16-years-old, headed east after
the robbery and shooting.

Last month, Ald. Michele Smith
[43rd] encouraged residents of her
ward to carry whistles that they could
use to disrupt street robberies.

“The WhistleStop program follows
these rules,” Smith wrote in her Dec.
22 email. “If you find yourself in a sus-
picious situation or witness a crime,
blow your whistle. If you hear a whis-
tle, call the police, then move toward
the source while blowing your own
whistle.”

“It allows people to come to the
victim’s aid, forces the offender to
flee, and helps the police pinpoint the
location of the crime,” Smith claimed.

Five stabbed
in three separate incidents
at Loop CTA stations

Chicago police are investigating
after five people were stabbed in
three separate incidents at CTA train
stations in the Loop between Jan. 13
and 14.

Thefirst three victims were stabbed
during a robbery on the Jackson Red
Line CTA platform around 9:14 p.m.
Thursday, police said.

Two offenders ordered a 29-year-
old man to surrender his backpack at
knifepoint. He complied but suffered
a stab wound to the back of his ear
during the hold-up. An ambulance
took him to Northwestern Memorial
Hospital in fair condition.

Police said the offenders cut two
other men while fleeing the scene: A
30-year-old man was taken to North-
western with a stab wound to his
head, and a 32-year-old man, who was
found at the Roosevelt CTA station,
declined medical attention, accord-
ing to a CPD report.

The offenders may have escaped
by running through the pedway tun-
nel that leads to the Blue Line. An of-
ficer described them as two thin Black
males who stand about 6’ tall. One
wore gray skinny jeans with a long
black coat and blue gloves, while the
other wore colorful gym shoes, yellow
sweatpants, a black coat, and a white
and black camouflage hoodie.

Later, a 29-year-old man suffered
multiple stab wounds throughout
his body on the Washington Blue
Line CTA platform. Police said he got
involved in an argument with a man
who pulled out a pair of scissors and
began stabbing him around 3:34 a.m.
Jan. 14.

Officers who arrived at the scene
said the victim appeared to be
stabbed over a dozen times on both
arms, his back, and his hands. EMS
took him to Northwestern in fair con-
dition.

Police searched the area for a sus-
pect described as a Black male who
stands about 5'-6" tall wearing a black
hat with a brown leather coat.

Most recently, police responded to
a person on the 100 block of N. Michi-

gan Ave. According to preliminary
information, a man who is about
30-years-old told police someone
stabbed him in the back as he was
entering a nearby Brown Line CTA
station. A CPD spokesperson said
the police report was not finalized,
and they could not yet access the
case information.

EMS transported the victim to
Northwestern.

CWBChicago  reported last
month that, while ridership on the
CTA's train system remains signifi-
cantly lower than during the pre-
COVID era, city statistics show that
robberies and violent attacks on
the L system from downtown to the
North Side are at their highest point
in at least ten years.

Surprisingly, robbery reports
were up significantly in 2021 even
when compared to many pre-
COVID years when ridership was
strong, we reported. Muggings on
the famed train system were up
more than 100% compared to pre-
COVID era lows in 2015 and 2014 as
of December.

Uptown smoke shop owner
foiled apparent shoplifting raid

The owner of an Uptown smoke
shop thinks he foiled an attempted
shoplifting raid on his store Jan. 14,
and the video he shared with this
reporter sure looks like he's right.

Unfortunately, another smoke
shop near the Belmont Red Line
was not as lucky this weekend. They
lost an estimated $5,000 to a shop-
lifting raid around 3 p.m. Jan. 15,
according to a CPD report.

Abdul Bari was running his Up-
town store, 7 Heaven Smoke Shop,
4077 N. Broadway, around 7:30 p.m.
when four men tried to walk in the
front door.

Surveillance video shows they
climbed out of a white Jeep about
a half-block down and then walked
to his store.

“Fortunately, my doorwas locked,
and | allowed only one guy inside
and stopped other guys,” Bari said
Saturday.

As Bari was handling the door,
the one guy he allowed inside re-
moved a duffel bag from under his
coat and opened it wide, apparent-
ly preparing to make an extremely
large purchase. Or worse.

Just as the lonely shopper fin-
ished opening the duffel, he real-
ized that Bari hadn’t allowed his
companions into the store. So he
hid the bag behind his back and
waddled over to Bari.

“He tried to push me and tried to
open the door and let other guys
in,” Bari recalled.

His surveillance video shows an-
other man made it into the store
with the first shopper, but the two
decided to run out and jump into
the Jeep, which pulled up at just the
right time.

“l went out, started shouting for
help, and seeing this, they all got in
the Jeep and fled the scene.”

North Side woman reports
being carjacked twice last week

Police are investigating after a
North Side woman reported being
carjacked Jan. 15 for the second
time in three days. Other carjack-
ings were reported in Edgewater
and Wicker Park this weekend.

Around 8:15 p.m., a 39-year-old
woman told police she was inside
her car as it was filling with gas at
a service station on the 5100 block
of N. Broadway when three men or-
dered her out of the vehicle at gun-
point, according to a CPD spokes-
person.

The woman said she complied
and the offenders drove away with
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Days after $1 million smash-and-grab,
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Lightfoot walked out of meeting with “idiot” luxury car dealer
— then a city inspector showed up with a ticket book

BY CWBCHICAGO

It’s almost cliché. If a business
owner angers Chicago City Hall,
they can expect to be visited by
one of the city’s enthusiastic tick-
et-writing ordinance enforcers.
But that doesn’t really happen ...
Right?

After two men smashed a dis-
play case in Joe Perillo’s Gold
Coast Exotic Motor Cars show-
room and escaped with over $1
million in luxury watches on Dec.
11,2021, the well-known car deal-
er appeared on local and national
TV news programs, demanding
that the city and county take im-
mediate steps to curb crime.

“It’'s only a fool who keeps
doing things the same way and
expects different results. If the
Mayor and Kim Foxx don’t do
anything to get control of this, it’s
not going to get better. It’s going
to get worse,” Perillo told CBS2.

“If they don’t do anything about
this, they’re going to lose a lot of
businesses. They lost Macy’s.
They’re losing Neiman Marcus.

They may lose this store,” he said
in another interview.

Perillo got Lightfoot’s atten-
tion.

“It’s only a fool who
keeps doing things the
same way and expects
different results. If the
Mayor and Kim Foxx

don’t do anything to get
control of this, it’s not
going to get better.
It’s going to get worse,”
Joe Perillo told CBS2.

Days after the smash-and-grab,
Lightfoot walked in to Perillo’s
showroom at 834 N. Rush St.,
where Rolls-Royce, Lamborghi-
ni, and Bentley models are on
display. She wasn’t there to buy.

Instead, she met with Perillo
and, according to two sources
familiar with the conversation, it
did not go well. One source said
that the famously abrasive mayor
“got into a fight and walked out.”

The second source confirmed
the conversation soured and said
Lightfoot called Perillo an “idiot”
as she headed for the door.

Efforts to contact Perillo were
unsuccessful. Messages to his
dealership were not answered.

A mayor’s office spokesper-
son confirmed that Lightfoot met
with Perillo but declined to pro-
vide details about the conversa-
tion, citing privacy expectations.

“The Mayor routinely meets
with victims of crime and reached
out to Mr. Perillo which resulted
in a meeting. The Mayor offered
to work with him to address
safety and security matters at any
of his dealership locations,” the
spokesperson said.

A day or two after Lightfoot
walked out, Perillo’s dealership
received another visitor from the
city: an inspector from the Dept.
of Business Affairs and Con-
sumer Protection [BACP]. She
brought her ticket book.

Lightfoot’s spokesperson said
the inspector was following up on
an anonymous complaint that the

city received on Dec. 15 about a
public health violation at the deal-
ership.

“It was unrelated to the mayor’s
meeting with Mr. Perillo,” the
spokesperson said.

Infact, this reporter has learned,
the city inspector slapped Per-
illo’s deal-
ership with
four tick-
ets for six
violations
during her
visit short-
ly after 2
p.m. on
December
17.  Only
one ticket
and two of the alleged violations
are health-related.

The inspector allegedly saw
three employees and one cus-
tomer not wearing COVID masks
inside the dealership. She issued
a ticket for two violations: failing
to comply with the commissioner
of health’s mask order and failing
to comply with BACP’s order to

Mayor Lori Lightfoot

More felony charges than birthday candles

An Ulta Beauty crime ring organizer is busted, and he’s only 15

Prosecutors have filed 21 felo-
ny charges against the operator of
a financial crime enterprise that
was fueled by reselling colognes
and cosmetics stolen in brazen
shoplifting raids on Ulta Beauty
stores across the city, according
to a source and CPD press state-
ment.

He’s only 15-years-old.

But less than nine hours after
police announced the major ar-
rest, another shoplifting crew
raided Ulta’s location near the
North-Clybourn corridor, sug-
gesting there is much more work
for investigators to do.

The teen was arrested Jan. 13
after a long-term investigation
by Chicago police, according
to CPD’s statement. Detectives
linked the boy to 10 raids on Ulta
stores across the city between

Aug. 27 and Oct. 24. The depart-
ment did not mention Ulta by
name.

He and his crew raided Ulta
stores from Lakeview to Lincoln
Park to the Magnificent Mile to
Archer Heights, according to
CPD’s list of incidents. He then
sold the stolen products, primar-
ily fragrances, at discount prices.

During the height of the boy’s
activities in Sept. 2021, an Ulta
shopper captured and released
video of a theft crew loading gar-
bage bags with merchandise at an
Ulta store in Norridge.

Prosecutors charged the boy
with felony operation of a continu-
ing financial crimes enterprise,
10 counts of felony burglary, and
10 counts of retail theft. No fur-
ther information about him or his
background is available because

he is a juvenile.

Around 7:40 p.m. Jan. 14, a
three-woman shoplifting team
stole bags of merchandise from
the Ulta at 1000 W, North Ave. in
Lincoln Park, according to a CPD
report. Like many Ulta locations,
the store has been hit repeatedly
over the past two years.

On Jan. 8, a man and three
women stole more than $5,000
worth of fragrances from the Ulta
store at 2754 N. Clybourn. That
store has also been a popular tar-
get.

Earlier this week, prosecutors
said an 18-year-old man and an
accomplice raided North Face
and Sephora stores, then sold the
stolen merchandise on a table in-
side a Subway restaurant in Au-
burn Gresham.

Semaj Bryant and his unnamed
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her 2005 Acura sedan.

Officers at the scene said the gas
station has surveillance cameras, but
the attendant didn’t have authority to
access the footage.

The same woman reported being
carjacked at gunpoint of the same car
Jan. 12, according to a separate CPD
report.

In that case, she said she was sitting
in her car in front of her home on the
5400 block of N. Winthrop when three
men walked up and pointed a gun at
her around 4:45 a.m. Two of the men
dragged her out of the car and they
all jumped into the vehicle and drove
away, the woman reported.

Police returned the car to her later
the same day, but a CPD spokesper-
son said no arrests were made.

Among other carjackings reported
this weekend:

+ A 22-year-old woman was robbed
and carjacked at gunpoint on the 6300
block of N. Magnolia in Edgewater

around 10:55 p.m. Jan. 15. Video from
a nearby apartment building report-
edly shows the offender confronting
the victim and driving away with their
2006 Buick, which bears Michigan li-
cense plates.

« In Wicker Park, two hijackers dis-
played handguns and took a man’s
Cadillac SUV from behind the victim'’s
home on the 2300 block of W. Wa-
bansia around 5:15 p.m. Jan. 14. The
victim told police that he saw a silver
car travel slowly down the alley be-
fore the men approached him and he
suspected the vehicle was involved. A
CPD report describes the suspects as
two Black males wearing black hood-
ies, winter caps, and jeans.

Newborn found dead
outside Near North firehouse
Chicago police and the Cook Coun-
ty medical examiner are investigating
after a newborn baby was found dead
outside a Near North Side firehouse
on Jan. 15.
A CPD spokesperson said the baby

boy was discovered inside a duffel
bag outside the fire station at 1044 N.
Orleans around 5 a.m., but the officer
did not say who found the infant. The
baby was pronounced dead at the
scene.

Temperatures were in the low- to
mid-20s at the time.

lllinois state law allows parents or
persons they designate to deliver chil-
dren that they cannot or do not want
to care for to firehouses, police sta-
tions, hospitals, and other designated
locations within 30 days of birth. The
adults are not required to answer any
questions and are immune from pros-
ecution.

Some 131 newborns had been
given up safely since the law took
effect in 2001, but another 83 were
abandoned illegally, and 52% of them
died.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com

accomplice were arrested when
they walked into the restaurant
with a bag of freshly-stolen mer-
chandise as Chicago police detec-
tives were in the store retrieving
video footage of their previous
sales efforts, Assistant State’s At-
torney Loukas Kalliantasis said.

The arrest of Bryant is not the
end of The North Face store’s
problems, either. Hours before he
appeared in bond court Jan. 12,
two men broke into the retailer’s
Wicker Park location and made
off with armloads of coats around
3:53 a.m., according to police and
witnesses.

BARR

comply with the commissioner of
health’s mask order.

Perillo received another ticket
for “storing, receiving, possessing,
selling nineteen bottles of liquor.
One whiskey, champagnes, wine,
etc” The fourth ticket alleges two
violations: failure to display an
incidental consumption liquor
license and failure to have a re-
quired liquor license.

The inspector wrote a fourth
ticket for “interfering with or
obstructing the commissioner’s
designee in the performance of
duties.” According to the citation,
the inspector announced an in-
spection at the dealership’s front
desk, and the attendant presented
her with the business’ licenses.
When she asked for the man’s
personal identification or the ID
of any of the company’s repre-
sentatives, he walked away, the
inspector wrote.

On November 1, city records
show, Perillo’s dealership received
a ticket for “allowing employees
and/or customers in an indoor set-
ting without face masks.” In July
2020, it was cited for disobeying
social distancing and masking re-
quirements, according to BACP
records.

EXPRESS
CAR WASH

Automatic Car Wash

FREE VACUUMING
3218 W.Irving
4550 W. Addison
4820 W. Lawrence
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what was wrong with me or why I
continued to get worse. I became
deathly sick over the past year and
was constantly spitting up blood,
choking all night long on my own
mucus and experiencing electri-
cal shock pains to my heart.

I developed fatty tumors on
various parts of my body and
nobody could explain them. It
was as if all the moisture was
sucked out of my body as my
skin became dry and crusty and
my sheets looked like they were
covered with snow. Even banan-
as would not ripen in the apart-
ment, they would simply dry up
and then burn my constantly sore
tongue. My teeth were crumbling
and I was swiftly losing cartilage
throughout my body.

My doctor was watching me for
lung cancer and eventually deter-
mined that was not the case, yet
still had no idea what was wrong
with me.

Due to a variety of factors, I ex-
perienced a great deal of trauma
over the last two years. I learned
to accept the trauma because we
were in the middle of a pandemic
and I imagined, “what if the next
apartment was worse?”

Then I had a stark realization.
Smoke alarms had been chirping
for years in apartments that were
apparently rented, but no one
seemed to live in. There were few
signs of life in them, other than
dogs barking. I repeatedly com-
plained to the landlord who would
have the maintenance man put
a note on the door of said apart-
ments, as opposed to going inside
to remedy the problem. The sheer
number of times this happened
was startling.

I quickly realized that the series
of very distinct noises I listened
to every night was actually a drug
cook. I knew the day it was cre-
ated, because I would find a text
to my landlord informing him of
the day’s work.

It was undeniable at this point
and I was petrified.

Through the thin floors I lis-
tened to countless loud conversa-
tions of drug deals being made as
well.

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS
frequently.

Several friends had advised me
to call 911, but how do you do that
when you are living in a building
alone with crime going on around
you and your legs will not carry
you down the stairs in the event
of an emergency?

Not to mention, paper-thin
walls meant the drug dealers
would hear every word of the
conversation. What would they
do to me?

my charity of 20 years to Cali-
fornia, where we had also been
working. I was so sick at that time
that I actually thought I might be
dying.

I had no idea what was wrong
with me, nor did anybody else,
not even the Mayo Clinic.

Friends helped and I received
some donations, which in turn
would help me to find another
place to stay temporarily.

My ultimate goal was to find

At 12:30 a.m. July 13,
I called 911 for the fire-
men because the fire
alarm in my bedroom
was now chirping inces-
santly. I felt instant and
immediate danger at
this point.

I was terrified. I want-
ed to write the firemen a
note, telling them there
were drugs cooking
only several feet away
from my smoke alarm.
I desperately needed

I called every city agency possible
and was even hung up on by
the Crime Victim’s Hotline. I was also
hung up on by Gov. Pritzker‘s office,
and just a few days later came across
a news conference on Facebook
with him signing a new law
about hair style discrimination.
While this is something I support,
I wondered why my very serious issue
was not important to him as well?

a new apartment, but
it was difficult. I was
deathly sick and couldn’t
walk, so I needed to do
that on the phone. I also
made the decision to be
honest with prospective
landlords, which made
it that much more dif-
ficult.

Within three days of
leaving the apartment,
my tongue stopped
bleeding and I stopped
choking all night in my

help to get out of there. I

was afraid the building would ex-
plode from the drug cooking, and
I would die in a fire. I realized
this was why the tenant smoked
outside as he paced up and down
the stairs, screaming into his cell
phone. I suppose he thought no-
body was actually hearing what
he said, but he was wrong.

Due to my disability, I could not
walk down the stairs and when I
simply had to go to the doctor, I
would need the firemen to carry
me down in a chair and then carry
me back up again.

The same tenant either rented
or was connected to the renter of
the very large 3 bedroom apart-
ment directly across the hall from
them, as they went in and out of it

Enjoy reading the kind of news
that you can’t get anywhere else?
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I didn’t have anywhere to go
other than a nursing home, be-
cause a shelter would not be able
to accommodate my needs and
people in nursing homes were dy-
ing in droves. I was trapped.

Now that the fumes had reached
my bedroom, I knew I had to
leave. I made the decision to leave
there on Aug. 6 because it was the
day my mother died. I didn’t want
history to repeat itself.

My disability assistant packed
up a few things, and I went to a
hotel downtown, which I had
rented for a week. It’s difficult to
find an ADA hotel and this was
no exception. I didn’t know where
I was going to go when the week
ended, but I knew it would not be
back to that building.

The next day, I called my edi-
tor, who is often my rock. He told
me I had to call the police and I
told him no, I was terrified. He
insisted over and over that I call
the police and I kept telling him
no. He told me to call the DEA
or the FBI and I told him I didn’t
have their phone number. Of
course, he emailed them to me.
He thinks he’s funny. I told him
I would think about it and to give
me a day.

The next day I called the local
police precinct and asked for the
commander. I was transferred to
Sgt. Gomez. I told him what was
happening and that drugs were
being produced upstairs, and I
could prove it. I gave him all the
details and even offered him the
keys to my apartment for surveil-
lance. He gave me his cell phone
number and I texted him every
last detail I could think of, as well
as screenshots of messages to my
landlord to verify what I told him
and then some.

The next person I told was my
doctor, who is amazing. He has
been closely following my health.

After a few days I called the FBI
and the DEA, neither of which re-
sponded. When I finally did get a
DEA agent on the phone, he did
nothing. I offered him the keys to
my apartment for surveillance as
well. He too wasn’t interested.

As the week went on, I knew 1
had to find somewhere to go, but I
barely had any money. I had start-
ed a Go Fund Me a few months
prior, as I was trying to relocate

sleep. I had sores in my
mouth and nose for years, but
suddenly they started to go away
as well. The constant and severe
vice grip muscle pain began to
subside.

At the same time, my hands,
fingers and toes became clenched
and my body constricted, as if I
was going through some type of
withdrawal. T had neurological
problems as well, could not look
in a mirror and could not sit up
without getting a pounding head-
ache.

That’s when itall finally dawned
on me. The apartment was killing
me by virtue of breathing in the
poison of drugs cooking 24/7 for
many years in a row.

I researched the symptoms of
somebody in my position, includ-
ing law enforcement working
heavily in the drug field, and I
would begin to read about every-
thing that I was suffering from. It
was startling, and I knew I could
never go back there.

I found an Airbnb in the neigh-
borhood and the owner was very
kind to me. He helped my as-
sistant and a sweet Uber driver
named Omar carry me down the
stairs in my wheelchair. I am cer-
tain he knew how sick I was and
was perhaps a little afraid, but
he understood what I was going
through and he helped me a lot.

After the first week there, I was
getting frantic. I had expected the
police would actually do some-
thing which would end all of this,
but they did nothing. Sgt Gomez
now would neither take nor return
my calls.

I called every city agency pos-
sible and was even hung up on by
the Crime Victim’s Hotline. I was
also hung up on by Gov. Pritz-
kers office, and just a few days
later came across a news confer-
ence on Facebook with him sign-
ing a new law about hair style dis-
crimination.

While this is something I sup-
port, I wondered why my very se-
rious issue was not important to
him as well?

I called Ald. Rosanna Rodri-
guez [33rd], and U.S. Rep. Mike
Quigley [5th]. Neither did any-
thing to help me. Then I watched
Quigley eat hot dogs, drink beer
at festivals and visit senior citi-
zens for the next few weeks on

Facebook. Good job Mike, way to
serve the people!

I called the EPA and at first
thought they would help and then
nothing. I contacted several re-
porters who listened to my story
and did nothing. I told my story
so many times, I lost my voice.

Over the the next two months,
I would travel to four different
places and spend a fortune on
rent for them. I continued to call
agencies who could not or would
not help me. For some reason, I
decided to call the Old Irving
Park food pantry. I spoke with the
Director of social work who was
extremely kind and helpful.

I was starting to give up hope
and felt like I was the criminal, as
I ran from place to place, like a
nightmare that would not end.

Then a realtor finally found
me an accessible apartment and I
received an approval, but by this
time my bank account was down
to $14. A dear friend would step
in and give me the money to rent
the apartment and buy necessities.
I started out with a bed and some
sheets/towels and a few pieces of
disability equipment and since
then have furnished the bedroom
very comfortably.

It has become my own personal
rehabilitation center.

My new personal assistant is
still with me. I now believe that
she saved my life. I am so grate-
ful to all who have helped me, be-
cause I could not have done this
alone.

Just after moving in here, I
made the decision to continue my
charity’s 20 year tradition of an-
swering letters to Santa from un-
derprivileged children throughout
Chicago. I am proud to say that
my wonderful donors answered
5000 letters and it was truly med-
icine to me.

My health has improved greatly
since leaving that apartment, but I
know I still have a long way to go.
I am awaiting a new wheelchair
and saving for other things I need
to help me become more mobile.

After being stuck in a drug
cooking apartment for 4 years
straight, I am desperate to experi-
ence life again.

I am also fearful telling my sto-
ry, but I could not live with myself
if I didn’t.

I worry about the innocent
people who may now live in that
building, as well as the school and
nursing home directly across the
street from it. It is truly a danger
to the neighborhood and some-
body must take me seriously.

Publishing this story was not
taken lightly.

I want to find someone who is
not afraid and will actually help
me shut it down. The building
is poisoned and will put many
people at risk in the future un-
less properly remediated, if that’s
even possible. The building was
sold “as is” to my former land-
lord, and I can’t help but wonder
if it was used for similar activities
in the past.

I left most of my furniture be-
hind because I know it’s contami-
nated, and dangerous to me and
others.

I donated all my clothing to a
nursing home, as I am relatively
sure the poison can be washed out

METH LAB see p. 14
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New retail pop-up on Mag Mile: The Plastic Bag Store

Artist Robin Frohardt’s ac-
claimed interactive installation
“The Plastic Bag Store” will de-
but today - and remain open - on
the Magnificent Mile through
Jan. 30, serving as an anchor at-
traction throughout the 4th Chi-
cago International Puppet The-
ater Festival.

The exhibit is up now at

The Wrigley Building, 410 N.
Michigan Ave., North Tower,
street level storefront right next
to Walgreens.

Shoppers will be greeted by
rotisserie  chickens, cupcakes,
sushi and popular products such
as Yucky Shards cereal and

single-use plastics.

During store hours, it’s free
to stop in and marvel at aisles
of merchandise of perplexingly
permanent, plastic proportions.
Or, purchase a ticket to timed
screenings of Frohardt’s compan-
ion puppet film featuring puppet-
ry, shadow play, and handmade
sets that tell a tender and darkly

funny story about the environ-
mental perils and problems of
single-use plastic.

Opening Thursday, the new
store is part of the Festival that
will be presenting over 100
performances of more than 20
national and local shows and
events at venues around the city.

BOOK fromp. 3

and step back and not mess up.

“I’m hopeful people will do the
opposite -- step forward and sim-
ply say hello... a simple hello, and
what’s your name,” she said. “Not
push the idea of friendship, but
think of ways you could involve
them. Elsa is the most unthreaten-
ing person there is,” Anitra said.
“To see them so uncomfortable
really makes me sad. Things are
getting better in this regard.”

Elsa, she said, has been invited
to a couple of birthday parties.
There’s also an inclusion program
at the family’s church. Hopefully,
minds will open slowly but sure-
ly.

“Any opportunity for inclusion
is really cool,” said Anitra. “Any
time there’s a community event it
would be great if people thought
about how it can be enjoyable for
everyone.”

You can find “Dancing with
Daddy,” at Amazon, Barnes &
Noble, and Target (Anitra dreams
of being on the store’s Empathy
and Inclusion shelf). Her next pic-
ture book, “Willow & Bunny,” is
coming out in November.

As Itold Anitra when we spoke
on the phone, I'm so proud of her,
not only for writing an awesome
book that teaches us all a little
something, but also for spreading
inclusion awareness. Beautiful
inside and out, she’s the perfect
person for the job.

Bagorade sports drink, all
handcrafted from discarded,
Er, what’s
up Doc?... well,
what’s up with

the fabulous Dr.
Ian K. Smith is
that his New York
Times bestselling
novel, “The Un-
spoken,” is being
made into a TV
series that will be
streamed and net-
work  broadcast,
and, shot right
here in Chicago.
The series, to be
called “Cayne,” is

o lence along with
wealthy enclaves,”
he said. “This city
is such a mixture,
a potpourri of
good and bad.”
Chicago’s sky-
line set against
the lake is one of
the most beauti-
ful vistas any-
where, and our
diversity, with all
the various ethnic
neighborhoods
throughout, is
hard to beat. The

a drama based on pilot is in the
Dr. Smith’s fic-  py. jan K. Smith. process of being
tional  character Photo by T. Smith completed, — and

Ashe Cayne, a for-

multiple episodes,

mer Chicago detective turned pri-
vate eye who’s seeking justice for
a police cover-up involving the
death of a young Black man.

Dr. Smith said he only had
one stipulation: That the show be
filmed here in Chicago.

“I’'m excited because this novel
is Chicago,” said Dr. Smith, who
has authored more than 20 books
and served two terms on the
President’s Council for Fitness,
Sports, and Nutrition under Presi-
dent Barack Obama, among the
many other notable things he’s
done. “It’s not network polished. ..
I see Chicago as an amazing city
because all of what it has good
and bad. I want to create a show
honest to the city. I want to take
people into all the neighborhoods
and show them the grit and vio-

multiple seasons, will all be cre-
ated in Chicago.

With a screenplay written
by Rosewood screenwriter Greg-
ory Poirier -- who will executive
produce along with Dr. Smith’s
well-heeled friends Michael Stra-
han and SMAC Entertainment’s

Constance Schwartz-Morini --
this show is sure to be a hit.

“It’s fun when you can do busi-
ness with friends and have fun
doing it,” said Dr. Smith, whose
second Ashe Cayne novel, “Wolf
Point,” was recently released.

He then proceeded to invite me
to the set when filming starts, and
I'm going to hold him to it.

Stay tuned. And good luck to
Dr. Smith (who, by the way, is
handsome enough to star in his
own show).

Open Arms United
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor
Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer 10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place
(Nursery through 5th Grade)
Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer
7:30 pm Bible Study

817 Grace St. 773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING
OAUWCChicago.org

SUPER CAR WASH

BEST KEDPY SECREY

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / 24 HOURS A DAY

8 BAY SELF-SERVICE
2 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC

5450 N. DAMEN (at Rascher)

Lunar New Year
gala to honor
Tanimura
and Handwerk

Michael Tanimura and Taka
Handwerk will represent the Jap-
anese American community

at the Asian American Coali-
tion of Chicago’s 39th Annual
Lunar New Year Celebration on
Saturday, March 12.

Tanimura will receive the Com-
munity  Ser-
vice  Award
for his many
years of work
with the Japa-
nese Ameri-
can Service
Committee,
Tohkon Judo
Academy, and
the US-Japan
Council. He
curated the “Art in Incarceration”
online exhibit that accompanied
Northeastern Illinois University’s
commemoration of the 40th anni-
versary of the hearings on Japa-
nese American redress. Tanimura
is also the chair of the annual
Chicago Japanese Community

Michael Tanimura

Picnic.
Handwerk,
a student at
Lake View
High School,
will  receive
the Youth
Who  Excels

award. An ac-
tive member of
Ravenswood Taka Handwerk
Fellowship  United = Method-
ist Church, Taka is recognized
for his record of volunteering at
Shedd Aquarium and The Anti
Cruelty Society. He looks forward
to studying marine biology at the
college level in the future.

Hosted by the Malaysian Amer-
ican Community, the 39th Annual
Lunar New Year Celebration will
be held on March 12.

For information on how to at-
tend the Lunar New Year Cel-
ebration contact Tonko Doi at
tonkodoil@gmail.com or call
773/960-8732.
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Margie O’Malley Ward

Rose Gabler and Sheila Lamb-Gabler.
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Shelley Howard, Robert Murphy and Cheryl Larsen.

SHIFTING from p. 2

Saturday, Jan. 22, at St. Camillus,
10201 W. Wisconsin, Wauwatosa.
He is mourned by an army of
friends and alumni. “In Paradis-
um deducant te Angeli.”

LOYOLA U. BASKET-
BALL: Loyal Loyola alum Rod-
ney Alex reports that it was one
of the greatest basketball games
he’d ever seen. Lucas William-
son powering Loyola U to a
come-from-behind, 78-71, over-
time victory over Bradley Jan. 8
by equaling a season high with 20
points. In ESPN’S Kevin Con-
nors’ Lead Weekly Mid Major
Top 10 Loyola climbs to #1.

TRINITY IRISH DANCE:
The dance season opens on Feb.
5 at the Auditorium Theater, 7:30
p-m. One night only on the com-
pany’s home stage.

SORRY FOR YOUR TROU-
BLES: Sheila Lamb-Gabler
and daughter, Rose Gabler, they
of the historic Blake and Lamb
Funeral Home Chicago blue
bloods, have penned a history of
their life living above the funeral
home. “Laid to Rest” has a Feb.
2022 publication date. Can’t wait
for this tome of Chicago history
and reflections.

HOLLYWOOD PAIRING:
Natasha Connery, the grand-
daughter of James Bond, himself,
Sir Sean Connery, and Harper
Peck, the grandson of actor Greg-
ory Peck, have discovered them-
selves to be “the perfect match.”
A true tale of old Hollywood.

AMEN: Pope Francis took
the first step Monday to reorga-
nize the Vatican’s powerful doc-
trine office, removing the No. 2
official, an archbishop, widely
believed responsible for a con-
troversial document  barring
blessings for same-sex couples
because God “cannot bless sin.”
He’s been sent packing to a small

diocese in Italy.

TRAGIC PARENTHOOD:
Sending deep sympathy to my
old pal, Sinead O’Connor, on
the tragic loss of her 17-year-old
son, Shane O’Connor. Long ago
when Shane was just a wee lad,
I sat among Sinead and her large
brood on a flight from Barcelona
to Dublin. The children had the
run of the aircraft, but were so
well controlled.

SAD NEWS: No more Do-
bie Gillis. Dwayne Hickman
the fresh faced actor who cre-
ated the enigmatic character of
Dobie has died at 87. Dobie, a
college boy who does too much
thinking, working part time in
the zany family grocery, stood
at the narthex of social change
and cultural impasse. That’s what
close BFF Maynard G. Krebbs
brought to his complex mess of
a mix. And Zelda Gilroy was the
tomboy who dreamed of Dobie.
Dobie only dreamed of Thalia
Menninger (Tuesday Weld). I
say that cast of kooks was bet-
ter abstract training for young
Americans than Mickey Mouse
Club. RIP Good Buddy. Someone
tell Chatsworth Osbourne, Jr.

PS: Did you know that Tuesday
Weld’s second husband was Pin-
chas Zuckerman? Can’t wrap
my noggin around that one.

OUR HOUSE: Feb. 11, 8 to
9 p.m., a show produced by Jam
Productions Co-Founder Arny
Garant. Six notable singers and
musicians. Irene Michaels, Fred
Simon, Yvonne Gage, Sonny
Luca, Bob Davis and Michael
Austin. $50 Cover charge. Two
drink minimum. At Davenport’s
Piano Bar and Cabaret. 1383 N.
Milwaukee Ave.

THE PERFECT PLAY:
“Recipe for Disaster,” a must see.
A delightful, hilarious interac-
tive play by the Windy City Play-
ers. Sir Paul Hansen Connery

QD

Lakeview

Funeral Home

“Honoring the Life” est. 1882

When a Life was Lived Well
Create a Service that
“Honors the Life”

Please Call for Assistance

773.472.6300

1458 W. Belmont Ave., Chicago, IL 60657
www.lakeviewfuneralhome.com

Se Habla Espanol and Expanded Facilities and Fully Accessible (‘_‘,\

Murray Heritage had much to
do with this delight, thank you.
Better bring your “A” game kids
when you attend. This is a bright
and witty performance of food,
friendship, love, and things going
wrong — and right — behind the
scenes of a restaurant. At Windy
City Playhouse.

TREATS: I'd have to say that
among the best gifts of the sea-
son I received was a box of hand-
dipped chocolates from Chatham
Chocolates on Cape Cod. A great
assortment. Something I will
keep in mind for my own gift-

whacked with that flu strain hid-
ing behind COVID... Sherrill
Bodine, Kathy Wolter Mondel-
li, Sally Jo Morris Pfaff, Kathy
O’Malley Piccone, Liz Teasley
and Candace Tillman Tyndall
luxuriating at the Chicago Sym-
phony thanks to Paula Borg who
managed to get everyone to the
CSO and everyone’s favorite res-
taurant, Marchesa. Truly amaz-
ing women who have found a new
tradition... Congrats to Maestro
Rich and Kathy Daniels’ daugh-
ter, Emily Daniels wed last week
to Conor McDonald, but delay-

Panter and Sherrill Bodine...
Serious model, Ross Higgins,
somewhere in Mexico making
the pueblos squirm... French film
director, Julien Landais, was all
black velvet and blue leather, he
can pull it off... Shelley Howard
joined newlywed radio pro Rob-
ert Murphy and bride, Cheryl
Larson... Sandy and Jack Gog-
gin celebrate 25 winters in their
Steamboat, CO, ski lodge.
SALVE ET VALDE: Margie
O’Malley Ward has gone to God
after a lifetime of charity and ad-
venture. Sharing the faith of her

Twins Robert and Richard Paddor.

Rich and Kathy Daniels, Emily Daniels and
Conor McDonald.

giving. And self-giving. A taste of
the shore.

WHO’S WHERE: Gibson’s
Kathy O’Malley Piccone with
Gale Engelman on annual visit to
Las Vegas... Realtor Ken Dooley,
showing the latest splendor along
Milwaukee Ave. reminding us
of Alfred Hitchcock’s North
by Northwest with Cary Grant,
where he hops in a cab on his
way to the Ambassador East Ho-
tel... Janet and Rodger Owens
are definitely in the tropics with
all those palm trees swaying...
Artist Adam Umbach and Nora
Dankner weekending amid the
Long Island snows in East Hamp-
ton, saying hello to the Atlantic
Ocean for the first time in 2022...
Judicial candidate Dan Balanoff
doing dinner with Uncle Clem
Balanoff and family with his
sister, Asa Balanoff Naiditch
in town from London, joined by
Adam Naiditch Lehrke, Clem,
Bob Balanoff, Nick Hybel, and
Miya Naiditch... Kevin Sullivan
at Marchesa Chicago saying, “It’s
true, calories don’t count on the
weekend,” and recommends you
enjoy the perfect pairing of house-
made pomme frites and cham-
pagne... Many Chicagoans mourn
the passing of Michael Wilming-
ton, the esteemed former critic for
the Chicago Tribune and member
of the Chicago Film Critics Assn.

. get well soon Candace and
Chuck Jordan, so sorry you got

ing the reception until better days
in May... Nikki Friar and sweet
mum, Jan Mcadam, from Scot-
land, braced for Chicago’s arctic
conditions... Ann M. Rodriguez
Nolan happily celebrating her
handsome LaCross star son, DJ’s,
19th birthday... also celebrating a
19th birthday lovely Ella Wong
out with fam for candlelight din-
ner... Todd Hatoff and Frank
N. Jeffery at Half Moon Resort,
Montego Bay, Jamaica... Gordon
Sinclair is toasty in Texas in the
music-land of Austin... Happy
Birthday belatedly to gov. agent
provocateur Rich Barrett, U.S
law enforcement’s best friend...
Bravo Chicago actor John T.
O’Brien for the hilarious Pizza
Hut commercial that parodies
the Bachelor/Bachelorette now
sweeping the airwaves... Chris-
topher Mejia and the Paddor
Twins, Robert and Richard,
have reached the great Pyramids
of Giza, Cairo, Egypt... Bravo
the Daniel Lawlor Family of off-
springs, all fancy, handsome and
festive at birthday time... I join
with the Robin Family in wish-
ing a Happy Birthday to Richard
Horvitz... Remembering a great
Chicagoan, Jimmy O’Toole,
a Cincinnati Red from 1958 to
1966 and Hall of Fame 1970...
Happy to see the Monday Night
ladies in Booth One at Ralph
Lauren Bar & Grill, Whynnis
Mackie, Sherry Lea Fox, Bobbi

ancient traditions and the genera-
tive love of the Gospels. She en-
livened the lives of her children
and Lake Forest neighbors for
whom she was a tireless advocate.
Tom Ward was the love of her life
for 56 years, sustaining her over
the decades. Enjoying their life
for a time in the Netherlands and,
of course, on the North Shore.
She also gave her heart to Lake
Forest Hospital and its Women’s
Board, as well as countless hours
at the Trading Post in Lake For-
est’s Market Square. She knew
always the secret to life was re-
ally the challenge of the Scrabble
board. Lessons that her dear ones
will never lose. She died in the
arms of her family sustained by
all they shared.

STARTING THE NEW
YEAR RIGHT: The Service
Club of Chicago never stops, and
had their first informal gala meet-
ing, cuz it’s never too early to save
the date for an important super
fun night, Nov 4., with gala com-
mittee, Sherrill Bodine, Denise
Tomasello, Sally Jo Morris Pfaff,
Bethany Florek and Andrea
Antoniou. What a groovy group.

Good judgment comes from
experience, and experience
comes from bad judgment.
--Rita Mae Brown

tog515@gmail.com
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sources and jobs has done little
to benefit those who once lived
there, the BGA found. In 1970,
Black residents made up more
than 33% of the neighborhood’s
population. Census figures in
2020 showed the Black popula-
tion at less than 10%.

Many moved to other segre-
gated neighborhoods in the city’s
West and South sides, where
residents have been dispropor-
tionately ticketed and policed,
and where they bear the brunt of
gun violence and residential fires.
They moved to communities in
dire need of jobs because that’s
where landlords who have made
subsidized housing into a busi-
ness take the rent vouchers the
CHA issued in exchange for mov-
ing out of Cabrini-Green. The
voucher program has done little
to promote integration because
landlords in Chicago’s white
neighborhoods have been reluc-
tant to accept them.

In October, Chicago’s city
council swiftly approved a Light-
foot plan to spend an additional
$600 million over the next 12
years to finally fulfill Daley’s re-
development plan. Added to the
$1.4 billion already allocated, the
new money would bring the final
tab to more than $2 billion. The
plan is more than a decade behind
schedule, including a shortfall of
more than 500 public housing
units.

The elusive ‘right to return’

One of the central promises
used by the Daley administration
to quell community activists and
Cabrini residents was that their
exile was only temporary.

“Let me be perfectly clear
about this,” Daley said at the
June 27, 1996, news conference in
which he announced his Cabrini
plan. “Every family that wants to
stay in this community will stay
in this community — regardless
of their income.”

What Daley didn’t mention that
day was the effort already un-
derway t increase evictions and
vacancies in the public housing
high-rises throughout the city.
That created a scenario in which
anyone relocated before the
wrecking crews arrived would
not be eligible to hold the city to
his promise.

Months later, Cabrini residents
sued the Daley administration to
stop the project until they were
given a decision-making role
and until the numerous promises
could be hashed out formally. It
took four years for the litigation
to be settled by consent decree.

The agreement set up a pro-
cess by which current and former
Cabrini residents dating back to
1993 were awarded a “right to
return” to the newly developed
community. But the CHA’s pro-
cess to identify the people eligi-
ble for these rights created a new
phalanx of problems.

First, the agency was required
to develop a list of those eligible,
a process under fire from critics
from the beginning for failing to
keep track of qualified residents
and the CHA’s inadequate efforts
to find them.

Second, because many of the
subsidized mixed-income units

Young men and women in 1971 stand outside the Cabrini-Green Alterna-
tive High School, 357 W. Locust St., in Chicago. It is now the location of a
condominium building. Photo courtesy The Chicago Sun-Times collection

and Chicago History Museum

were owned privately, developers
set rules for who was eligible to
live there.

Of the 3,606 Cabrini apart-
ments, the residents of only 2,832
were deemed eligible to return.

Of those, 348 families were
evicted. Another 169 died wait-
ing. And by the agency’s tally as
of this year, the city has lost track
of more than 400 families, even
after hiring firms to find them
and advertising in local newspa-
pers.

‘She is right here!’

Charles Price, alongtime Cabri-
ni advocate who managed several
high-rises before they were torn
down, said CHA leadership was
so disorganized in trying to track
potentially eligible residents they
didn’t know when one qualified
former resident was practically
staring back at them. He recalled
a meeting he attended several
years ago, where he and CHA of-
ficials were discussing trying to
track down former residents.

“We’re sitting in the meeting, in
the working group, and they had a
list and they said, “We can’t find
these people. These are people
from Cabrini that are missing,”’
Price told the BGA.

As he scanned the list, Price
said his eyes went wide when he
saw the name of a fellow advocate
on the list who was sitting a few
feet away at the same meeting.
“The second name on that list
was Carol Steele. ... The second
name on the list!” he said.

He remembered pointing to
Steele and telling the city offi-
cials in attendance: “Here she is
right here!”

Today, Price still shakes his
head in disbelief when retelling
the story, recalling how much
money the CHA paid in its futile
attempts to track down former
residents.

“And they paid millions of dol-
lars to different organizations to
find these people,” he said. “How
is it that they couldn’t find her?”

Waiting decades to come home

Even if tracking down former
residents had gone well, questions
remain about whether they’d have
a place to live. Construction of
new homes has taken so long that
hundreds of residents have settled
elsewhere.

CHA data shows roughly 19%
of former Cabrini families, whom

Daley promised could return,
chose a rent subsidy elsewhere in
the city. An additional 7% settled
in other public housing commu-
nities. Another 5% settled in re-
habbed Cabrini row houses.

And as of this year, less than
20% of former Cabrini fami-
lies — 693 — had at some point
returned to the neighborhood,
but CHA officials said they do
not track how many have since
moved out.
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Chalonda Mcintosh,
Green resident and advocate, re-
turned in 2008 to live in the Cabrini

a Cabrini-

neighborhood with her children.
Photo courtesy Davon Clark for the
Better Government Assoc./Catch-
Light Local

Records show 85 families are
still on the CHA’s lists waiting for
an invitation to return.

Even some of the families who
have returned decry what they
say is a cumbersome bureaucra-
cy that prompted many of their
former neighbors to give up. To
qualify, residents must pass a drug
test, have a job or be enrolled in
school, and pass a criminal back-
ground check.

“They hope you say, ‘Forget it,
I don’t want the unit,” said Cha-
londa Mclntosh, who returned in
2008 with her six children. “It’s
just a scare tactic.”

Like most renters in the city,
MclIntosh had background and
income checks. But she also had
to submit herself and her adult
children to a drug test, a practice
long criticized as humiliating and
stigmatizing. The American Civil
Liberties Union of Illinois unsuc-
cessfully argued it is illegal.

After accepting all the CHA’s
requirements, Mclntosh said she
waited months for her application
to be approved and more months
for a move-in date. Then she said
she waited again for CHA mov-
ers, even though she had only 12
boxes to move.
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‘I waited 28 years’

Angela Russell left Cabrini-
Green in 1993 after being told by
the CHA it was shutting down her
building. Russell remembers be-
ing offered an opportunity to live
in another public housing com-
munity, but she said she declined
because she feared it wouldn’t be
safe for her and her three children.
Instead, she moved into a private-
ly owned apartment in the Logan
Square neighborhood where her
parents helped with rent.

At Cabrini, Russell said she re-
lied on a vast network of friends
and family who could help her
with child care or tell her about
job opportunities or after-school
activities for her children. Her
parents lived in Cabrini, as did
her grandparents — a reflection
of the city’s long history of forced
segregation and lack of economic
mobility.

Outside her community, it be-
came impossible to work, raise a
family and pay the rent. She spent
years essentially homeless, living
with relatives who would take her
and her children in.

She eventually learned she was
on a list of people who had lived
in Cabrini and, thanks to the resi-
dents who had fought in court on
her behalf, had a right to move
back to the mixed-income neigh-
borhood.

In 2009, Russell began calling
the CHA, but she was told the
agency couldn’t find any records
she ever lived at Cabrini. For 10
years, she said, she tried to prove
she had lived there and left on
good terms by providing her birth
date and the names of her chil-
dren. But it was to no avail.

Finally, earlier this year, some-
one at the CHA searched her So-
cial Security number, she said,
and her married name popped
up.

“We’ve been looking for you
for 10 years,” she recalled being
told.

Russell asked when she could
move back. And to her surprise,
the woman on the phone said they
had an apartment ready for her.

“At first, I thought it was a
joke,” Russell said.

It took a few months and all
the required paperwork, a drug
test and a $1,900 check to cover
the first and last months of rent,
but Russell and her family moved
into a four-bedroom apartment
last summer about a block away
from the now-demolished build-
ing she had left.

“I waited 28 years,” she said.

What are your stories
about the Cabrini-Green
Community?

The Better Government As-
soc, [BGA] is examining the
impact of the city’s decision
more than 20 years ago to
demolish the Cabrini-Green
public housing development
and build a new community,
and we need your help.

The city of Chicago has
spent hundreds of millions
of dollars on the gentrifica-
tion of the Near North Side.
But the decades-old project is
not done. In October, the city
approved an additional $600
million to finish the work, say-
ing the extra money is needed
to finish the job. But how has
the project affected those
who lived and worked in and
around Cabrini-Green? And
will that mean the promises
made to former Cabrini-Green
residents will be fulfilled?

Cabrini-Green was once
one of the only Black neigh-
borhoods on the city’s North
Side. What stories have been
lost about the community?

Past or present, if you or
someone you know has a
connection to Cabrini-Green
or the revitalized Near North
Side neighborhood, the BGA
wants to hear from you. How
were you, your family or
friends, affected by the razing
of the public housing build-
ings? Are you still waiting to
return to the new units built
in the neighborhood? Where
are you living now? What do
you make of the recently ap-
proved $600 million pledge
by the city to complete what
was promised more than two
decades ago?

The BGA hopes to create a
space to hold and share these
stories from the history of
Cabrini-Green. We also want
to hear about the impact the
redevelopment of Cabrini-
Green has had on your life.

If you are interested in shar-
ing your story, you can get in
touch in a number of ways.
If you text ‘hello’ to 312-967-
9222, you can share your story
through text messaging. Just
follow the prompts. If you
would like to write, mail your
letter to the BGA office at 223
W. Jackson Blvd. #300, Chi-
cago, IL 60606. You can direct
it to the attention of Olivia
Obineme. You can also email
the BGA at engagewithBGA@
bettergov.org.

BBB A+ Rating
SNOW REMOVAL
COMMON AREAS CLEANING
OFFICE CLEANING « CARPET CLEANING
POWER WASHING

773-292-6015

www.callchoicejanitorial:com
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191919

121212

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
COMMUNITY LOAN SERVICING, LLC;

Plaintiff,

VS.

PHONG KHOUNVISETH; NORTH SHORE
MANOR CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION; MORT-
GAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS,
INC; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NONRECORD
CLAIMANTS;

Defendants,

19 CH 9924

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant

to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales
Corporation will on Monday, February 7, 2022
at the hour of 11 a.m. in their office at 120 West
Madison Street, Suite 718A, Chicago, lllinois, sell
at public auction to the highest bidder for cash, as
set forth below, the following described mortgaged
real estate:

P.IN. 11-32-312-024-1012.

Commonly known as 1327 West North Shore Av-
enue, Unit 3S, Chicago, IL 60626.

The mortgaged real estate is improved with a con-
dominium residence. The purchaser of the unit oth-
er than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments and
the legal fees required by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)
(4) of Section 9 of the Condominium Property Act
Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance,
by certified funds, within 24 hours. No refunds. The
property will NOT be open for inspection.

For information call Law Clerk at Plaintiff's Attorney,
The Wirbicki Law Group, 33 West Monroe Street,
Chicago, lllinois 60603. (312) 360-9455. W19-0752
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION

intercountyjudicialsales.com

13184340

050505

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

METH LAB fromp. 10

of them if disinfected properly.

My friends rescued my oil paintings and
life’s treasures and they are being stored
for me until I can find out if there is a way

to safely clean them.

If you can help me in any way, please
contact this newspaper, or email michelle-
como@gmail.com. I would be so grateful.

I am especially in need of a medical pro-
fessional experienced in chemical environ-

Going public with this story is one of the
hardest things I’ve ever done, but I know

it’s the right thing to do, and I am at peace
with my decision.

If you have made it this far, thank you.
That alone helps as this has been an incred-

ibly difficult secret to keep. I am no longer

mental poisoning who can consult with my
doctor on the next steps to take.

afraid and am hopeful for the future. I can
finally see some light at the end of the tun-
nel and for that, I have waited a long time.
And now I intend to do all in my power to
end this travesty, once and for all.

North Township Real Estate For Sale

H Real Estate For Sale H

H Real Estate For Sale H

H Real Estate For Sale H

H Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, II-
linois, County Department, Chancery Division.
Fund Investment 98, LLC,

Plaintiff,

vs.
64 E Chestnut LLC; Chicago Magnificent LLC;
Tremont Chicago LLC; Michael A. Collier; Unknown
Owners; Unknown Occupants; Unknown Tenants;
and Nonrecord Claimants, Defendants.
2020CH06645;

Sheriff's No. 220000-001F.

Pursuant to a Judgment made and entered by said
Court in the above entitied cause, Thomas J. Dart,
Sheriff of Cook County, lllinois, will on February 22,
2022, at 1:00 P.M. in Room LL06 of the Richard J.
Daley Center, 50 West Washington Street, Chicago,
lllinois, sell at public auction the following described
premises and real estate mentioned in said Judg-
ment:

P.I.N.: 17-03-217-008-0000.

Address: 64 E. Chestnut Street Chicago, lllinois
60611.

Improvements: Commercial hotel property.

Sale shall be under the following terms: 10% Down
by certified funds, balance, by certified funds, within
24 hours. No refunds. Sale shall be subject to gen-
eral taxes, special assessments, and prior first mort-
gages. Premises will NOT be open for inspection.
For information: Bryan E. Jacobson, Chapman and
Cutler LLP, Plaintiff's Attorneys, 320 South Canal
Street, Chicago, IL 60606, Tel. No. 312-845-3000.
This is an attempt to collect a debt pursuant to the
Fair Debt Collection Practices Act and any informa-
tion obtained will be used for that purpose.
13185421

191919
121212

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
US BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
AS TRUSTEE OF THE BUNGALOW SERIES IV
TRUST;
Plaintiff,

vs.
LAWRENCE P. HAMEL JR.; MYRA AMANDA BAR-
RETT- HAMEL; FORTY EAST CEDAR CONDO-
MINIUM  ASSOCIATION; UNKNOWN OWNERS
AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS;

Defendants,

21 CH 2369

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales
Corporation will on Thursday, February 10, 2022
at the hour of 11 a.m. in their office at 120 West
Madison Street, Suite 718A, Chicago, llinois, sell
at public auction to the highest bidder for cash, as
set forth below, the following described mortgaged
real estate:

Commonly known as 40 East Cedar, Unit 12A, Chi-
cago, IL 60611.

P.I.N. 17-03-201-069-1010.

The mortgaged real estate is improved with a con-
dominium residence. The purchaser of the unit other
than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments and
the legal fees required by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)
(4) of Section 9 of the Condominium Property Act
Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance,
by certified funds, within 24 hours. No refunds. The
property will NOT be open for inspection

For information call Ms. Mary E. Spitz at Plaintiff's
Attorney, Sottile & Barile, LLC, 7530 Lucerne Drive,
Middleburg Heights, OH 44130. (440) 572-1512.
ILF2103001

INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION

intercountyjudicialsales.com
13184422

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
PNC BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION S/I/l TO
MIDAMERICA BANK, FSB

Plaintiff,

-
CARRIE CARMICHAEL A/K/A CARRIE E CARMI-
CHAEL, RESIDENCES AT RIVER EAST CENTER
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, PNC BANK, NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION, S/I/l TO MIDAMERICA
BANK, FSB, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS

Defendants

14 CH 07229

512 N MCCLURG COURT UNIT 1104

CHICAGO, IL 60611

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on September 16, 2015, an agent
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30
AM on February 9, 2022, at The Judicial Sales
Corporation, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite
030R, Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following
described real estate:

Commonly known as 512 N MCCLURG COURT
UNIT 1104, CHICAGO, IL 60611

Property Index No. 17-10-223-033-1074

The real estate is improved with a high rise condo-
minium; parking garage.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation. No third party checks will be
accepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale
fee for the Abandoned Residential Property Munici-
pality Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential
real estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or frac-
tion thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not
to exceed $300, in certified funds/or wire transfer,
is due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall

be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential
real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or
by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor
acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in
and to the residential real estate arose prior to the
sale. The subject property is subject to general real
estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale
without any representation as to quality or quantity
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished
to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts

foreclosure sales.

MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC Plain-
tiff's Attorneys, One North Dearborn Street, Suite
1200, Chicago, IL, 60602. Tel No. (312) 346-9088.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC

One North Dearborn Street, Suite 1200

Chicago IL, 60602

312-346-9088

E-Mail: pleadings@mccalla.com

Attorney File No. 255797

Attorney ARDC No. 61256

Attorney Code. 61256

Case Number: 14 CH 07229

TJSC#: 41-3286

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 14 CH 07229

13184523

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
BAYVIEW LOAN SERVICING LLC;

Plaintiff,

VS.

ROCHELLE L. CALOF; THE 55 EAST ERIE CON-
DOMINIUM ASSOCIATION; LEWIS CARPETS,
INC. DBA LEWIS FLOOR AND HOME INC.; UN-
KNOWN OWNERS AND NON RECORD CLAIM-
ANTS;

Defendants,

19 CH 10425

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales
Corporation will on Monday, February 7, 2022 at the
hour of 11 a.m. in their office at 120 West Madison
Street, Suite 718A, Chicago, lllinois, sell at public
auction to the highest bidder for cash, as set forth
below, the following described mortgaged real es-
tate:

P.LN. 17-10-112-011-1161 & 17-10-112-011-1555.
Commonly known as 55 East Erie Street, Unit 1906,
Chicago, IL 60611.

The mortgaged real estate is improved with a con-
dominium residence. The purchaser of the unit other
than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments and
the legal fees required by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)
(4) of Section 9 of the Condominium Property Act
Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance,
by certified funds, within 24 hours. No refunds. The
property will NOT be open for inspection.

For information call Law Clerk at Plaintiff's Attorney,
The Wirbicki Law Group, 33 West Monroe Street,
Chicago, lllinois 60603. (312) 360-9455. W19-0776
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION

intercountyjudicialsales.com

13184332

050505

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

Lakeview Township Real Estate For Sale
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS
TRUSTEE, FOR ABS LOAN TRUST VI

Plaintiff,

V.-
SHARON D. LAZOWSKI AKA SHARON LAZOWS-
KI AKA S. LAZOWSKI, JEFF LAZOWSKI AKA
JEFFREY LAZOWSKI, 2626 N. LAKEVIEW CON-
DOMINIUM ASSOCIATION
Defendants
18 CH 06221
2626 N. LAKEVIEW AVE., APT. 301
CHICAGO, IL 60614
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale
entered in the above cause on November 16, 2021,
an agent for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at
10:30 AM on February 17, 2022, at The Judicial
Sales Corporation, One South Wacker, 1st Floor
Suite 030R, Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at a public sale
to the highest bidder, as set forth below, the follow-
ing described real estate:

Commonly known as 2626 N. LAKEVIEW AVE.,
APT. 301, CHICAGO, IL 60614

Property Index No. 14-28-318-064-1037
The real estate is improved with a residential con-
dominium.
The judgment amount was $254,430.87.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close of the sale payable to The
Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party checks
will be accepted. The balance, including the Judi-
cial Sale fee for the Abandoned Residential Prop-
erty Municipality Relief Fund, which is calculated
on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each
$1,000 or fraction thereof of the amount paid by the
purchaser not to exceed $300, in certified funds/or
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours.
No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the
residential real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the
sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or oth-
er lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose
rights in and to the residential real estate arose
prior to the sale. The subject property is subject
to general real estate taxes, special assessments,
or special taxes levied against said real estate and
is offered for sale without any representation as to
quality or quantity of title and without recourse to
Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. The sale is further
subject to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this proper-
ty is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF

AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, HEAVNER, BEYERS & MI-
HLAR, LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 111 East Main
Street, DECATUR, IL, 62523 (217) 422-1719.
Please refer to file number 320928.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

HEAVNER, BEYERS & MIHLAR, LLC

111 East Main Street

DECATUR IL, 62523

217-422-1719

Fax #: 217-422-1754

E-Mail: CookPleadings@hsbattys.com

Attorney File No. 320928

Attorney Code. 40387

Case Number: 18 CH 06221

TJSC#: 41-2960

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 18 CH 06221

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION;

Plaintiff,

vs.

PETER NESSET AKA PETER L. NESSET; UN-
KNOWN OWNERS AND NONRECORD CLAIM-
ANTS; LAKE PARK PLAZA CONDOMINIUM AS-
SOCIATION;

Defendants,

20 CH 901

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales
Corporation will on Tuesday, February 22, 2022
at the hour of 11 a.m. in their office at 120 West
Madison Street, Suite 718A, Chicago, lllinois, sell
at public auction to the highest bidder for cash, as
set forth below, the following described mortgaged
real estate:

P.I.N. 14-21-100-018-1289.

Commonly known as 3930 North Pine Grove Av-
enue, Chicago, IL 60613.

The mortgaged real estate is improved with a
condominium residence. The purchaser of the
unit other than a mortgagee shall pay the assess-
ments and the legal fees required by subdivisions
(9)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 9 of the Condominium
Property Act

Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance,
by certified funds, within 24 hours. No refunds. The
property will NOT be open for inspection.

For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's
Attorney, Manley Deas Kochalski, LLC, One East

SUPPORT LOCAL JOURNALISM,

Wacker Drive, Chicago, lllinois 60601. (614) 220-
5611. 20-002217 F2

INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION

intercountyjudicialsales.com
13185052

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
TCF NATIONAL BANK;

Plaintiff,

vs.
RAMONA MUNOZ; UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEG-
ATEES OF JUANITA A. GRANT AKA JUANITA
GRANT, DECEASED; TCF NATIONAL BANK FKA
TCF BANK ILLINOIS FSB; UNKNOWN OWNERS
AND NON RECORD CLAIMANTS; SUNNYCOURT
CONDOMINIUM ~ PARKING ~ ASSOCIATION;
THOMAS QUINN, A SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE
OF JUANITA A. GRANT AKA JUANITA GRANT,
DECEASED; SUNNYCOURT | CONDOMINIUM
ASSOCIATION;

Defendants,

19 CH 7227

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales
Corporation will on Wednesday, February 23, 2022
at the hour of 11 a.m. in their office at 120 West
Madison Street, Suite 718A, Chicago, lllinois, sell
at public auction to the highest bidder for cash, as
set forth below, the following described mortgaged
real estate:

P.LN. 14-17-222-021-1028.

Commonly known as 918 West Sunnyside Avenue,
1B, Chicago, IL 60640.

The mortgaged real estate is improved with a con-
dominium residence. The purchaser of the unit oth-
er than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments and
the legal fees required by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)
(4) of Section 9 of the Condominium Property Act
Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance,
by certified funds, within 24 hours. No refunds. The
property will NOT be open for inspection.

For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's
Attorney, Manley Deas Kochalski, LLC, One East
Wacker Drive, Chicago, lllinois 60601. (614) 220-
5611. 19-019350 F2

INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION

intercountyjudicialsales.com

13185072

191919

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
CITIBANK N.A.

Plaintiff,

V-

RENEE A. RIOS-O'DONNELL, IMPERIAL TOW-
ERS CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, UNKNOWN
OWNERS AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS, JOHN
TERENDY, UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES
OF HELEN B. KAPLAN, STATE OF ILLINOIS,
THOMAS P. QUINN, AS SPECIAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE FOR HELEN B. KAPLAN (DECEASED)
Defendants

2019CH08073

4250 N MARINE DR 1811

CHICAGO, IL 60613

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on November 9, 2021, an agent
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30
AM on February 14, 2022, at The Judicial Sales
Corporation, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite
030R, Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following
described real estate:

Commonly known as 4250 N MARINE DR 1811,
CHICAGO, IL 60613

Property Index No. 14-16-301-041-1286

The real estate is improved with a single family
residence.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judicial
Sales Corporation. No third party checks will be ac-
cepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale fee
for the Abandoned Residential Property Municipality
Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential real
estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or fraction
thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not to
exceed $300, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is
due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall be
paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential real
estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or by
any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor
acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in
and to the residential real estate arose prior to the
sale. The subject property is subject to general real
estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale
without any representation as to quality or quantity
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS
1S" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, examine the court file, CODILIS &
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL

60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.

15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527

630-794-5300

E-Mail: pleadings @il.cslegal.com

Attorney File No. 14-19-06207

Attorney ARDC No. 00468002

Attorney Code. 21762

Case Number: 2019CH08073

TJSC#: 41-2910

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 2019CH08073

13184976

121212

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
STERLING NATIONAL BANK

Plaintiff,

-
JULIE NAUMAN, TODD NAUMAN, ASTORIA
FEDERAL MORTGAGE CORP., PNC BANK, N.A.,
SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST TO NATIONAL CITY
BANK, ONEMAIN FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC ASF
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.

Defendants

18 CH 2377

2441 N. GREENVIEW AVENUE

CHICAGO, IL 60614

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered
in the above cause on October 16, 2019, an agent
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM
on January 28, 2022, at The Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 030R, Chi-
cago, IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest
bidder, as set forth below, the following described
real estate:

Commonly known as 2441 N. GREENVIEW
AVENUE, CHICAGO, IL 60614
Property Index No. 14-29-319-008
The real estate is improved with a single family
residence.
The judgment amount was $811,206.22.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close of the sale payable to The
Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party checks
will be accepted. The balance, including the Judi-
cial Sale fee for the Abandoned Residential Prop-
erty Municipality Relief Fund, which is calculated
on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each
$1,000 or fraction thereof of the amount paid by the
purchaser not to exceed $300, in certified funds/or
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours.
No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the
residential real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the
sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or oth-
er lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose
rights in and to the residential real estate arose prior
to the sale. The subject property is subject to gener-
al real estate taxes, special assessments, or special
taxes levied against said real estate and is offered
for sale without any representation as to quality or

quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and
in “AS IS” condition. The sale is further subject to
confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this proper-
ty is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-

OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, LAW OFFICES OF IRA T.
NEVEL, LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 175 N. Franklin
Street, Suite 201, CHICAGO, IL, 60606 (312) 357-
1125 Please refer calls to the sales department.
Please refer to file number 17-01769.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

LAW OFFICES OF IRA T. NEVEL, LLC

175 N. Franklin Street, Suite 201

CHICAGO IL, 60606

312-357-1125

E-Mail: pleadings @nevellaw.com

Attorney File No. 17-01769

Attorney Code. 18837

Case Number: 18 CH 2377

TJSCH#: 41-2954

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 18 CH 2377

050505

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

SUSCRIBE NOW. CALL 773-465-9700 or VISIT INSIDEONLINE.COM




State of llinois Surplus Property Online Auction -
WEEKLY auctions throughout the year! Equipment,
watches, boats, vehicles, knives, jewelry and much
more... iBid.illinois.gov

Cars For Sale

1981 Olds Regal 98, V-8 diesel engine, 90K miles,
$1981. Call 773-818-0808

Commercial Space for Rent

Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 800 to
1000 square feet, $15 per foot / UP. Three-year
lease @ $15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven

funds. 773-772-0808 please leave message.

Train online to do medical billing! Become a Medical
Office Professional at CTI! Get trained & certified
to work in months! 888-572-6790. The Mission,
Program Information and Tuition is located at
CareerTechnical.edu/consumer-information.  (M-F

(o<1
(=2
m
4

Farm Equipment

EARN $15,000 - $40,000 OVER 5 YEARS #1 Hunt-
ing Lease Company In America Customize your
contract Call Base Camp Leasing (888) 871-1982

Health & Fitness

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit!
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one FREE! High-
quality rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced
90% less than competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day
money back guarantee! 855-619-0190

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our network has recovered mil-
lions for clients! Call today for a FREE consultation!
1-888-409-1261

Stroke & Cardiovascular disease are leading causes
of death according to the AHA. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early detection! Call Life Line
Screening to schedule a screening. Special offer 5
screenings for $149. 1-833-549-4540

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPE-
CIAL $99.00. 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW!
888-445-5928 Hablamos Espahol

Help Wanted

Congressional campaign assistant
part time flexible hours, ideal for
college or graduate student.

ARIS F. YANIBAS (B.A, J.D., age 84)
independent Democratic candidate
5th Congressional District primary
election, June 28, 2022. Please call
Mr. Yanibas at 773-784-6662

Home Improvements

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars,
no slip flooring & seated showers. Call for a free
in-home consultation: 888-912-4745

Leafguard is the only one piece gutter system guar-
anteed to never clog, get a jump on Fall and Save
75% on installation and receive $500 for your old
ladder! Call 1-800-216-0539

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Empire Today to
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting
& Flooring. Call Today! 844-220-6034

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off,
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

Update your home with beautiful new blinds &
shades. Free in-home estimates make it convenient
to shop from home. Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA. Free consultation: 877-
212-7578. Ask about our specials!

Janitorial

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON
AREAS CLEANING+ OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING + POWER WASHING - SNOW
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Legal Services

NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE referral to an at-
torney! Call the lllinois State Bar Association lllinois
Lawyer Finder The advice you need 877-270-3855
or https://www.isba.org/public/ illinoislawyerfinder

Miscellaneous

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior
living referral service. Contact our trusted, local
experts today! Our service is FREE/no obligation.
CALL 1-844-722-7993

Attention: If you or a loved one worked around
the pesticide Roundup (glyphosate) for at least 2
years & has been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s
lymphoma, you may be entitled to compensation.
855-341-5793

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo
agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask how to bundle & SAVE!
Geo & svc restrictions apply. 1-888-796-8850

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as litle as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts available. Call: 855-
761-1725

Miscellaneous, cont.

Become a published author. We want to read your
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & distribution. Call
for free author’s guide 833-719-3029 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/acp

Best satellite TV with 2 year price guarantee!
$59.99/mo with 190 channels and 3 months free
premium movie channels! Free next day installation!
Call 844-842-4469

Business owners. Eliminate credit card processing
fees 100%, pass on a legal 4% non-cash charge
to the customer. Chain stores welcome. 337-849-
8083

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today!
1-855-404-2366

Cash for cars: We buy any condition vehicle, 2002
and newer. Nationwide free pick up! Call now:
1-800-864-5960.

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit!
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

Denied Social Security Disability? Appeal! If you're
50+, filed for SSD and denied, our attorneys can
help get you approved! No money out of pockets!
Call 1-866-376-3163

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may
qualify for a substantial cash award. NO obligation,
NO risk! We've recovered millions. Let us help you!!
Call 24/7, 855-845-8269

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 Channels.
Stream news, live events, sports & on demand titles.
No contract/commitment. 1-866-825-6523

DISH TV $64.99 for 190 channels + $14.95 high
speed internet. Free installation, smart HD DVR in-
cluded, free voice remote. Some restrictions apply.
Promo expires 1/21/22. 1-833-872-2545

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Earthlink High Speed Intemet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and
More! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-995-2490

GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup
power during power outages, so your home & family
stay safe & comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-yr ex-
tended warranty $695 value! Request a free quote
today! Call for terms & conditions. 1-844-334-8353

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 Channels &
1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand (wW/SELECT
All Included Package.) PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE
Screens Simultaneously at No Addt | Cost. Call DI-
RECTV 1-855-781-1565

Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-quality rechargeable
Nano hearing aids priced 90% less than competi-
tors. Nearly invisible! 45-day money back guaran-
tee! 833-669-5806

HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 SECONDS.
Don't wait! Protect your family, your home, your
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a day! Call 866-
409-0308

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet.
Free Installation. Call 866-499-0141

Long distance moving: Call for a free quote from
America’s Most Trusted Interstate Movers. Let us
take the stress out of moving! Speak to a relocation
specialist 888-721-2194

Looking for assisted living, memory care, or inde-
pendent living? A Place for Mom simplifies the pro-
cess of finding senior living at no cost to your family.
Call 1-833-386-1995 today!

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in industrial,
construction, manufacturing jobs, or military may be
the cause. Family in the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@breakingin-
jurynews.com. $30 billion is set aside for asbestos
victims with cancer. Valuable settlement monies
may not require filing a lawsuit.

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get Fresh Start or
Forgiveness Call 1-877-378-1182 Monday through
Friday 7AM-5PM PST

Never pay for covered home repairs again! Com-
plete Care Home Warranty covers all major systems
& appliances. 30-day risk free. $200.00 off + 2 free
months! 1-866-395-2490

New authors wanted! Page Publishing will help
self-publish your book. Free author submission kit!
Limited offer! 866-951-7214

II0LD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER,
MARTIN, Etc. 1930's to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Paying top cash for men’s sportwatches! Rolex,
Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona,
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 833-603-
3236

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 888-609-2189

Protect your home w/home security monitored by
ADT. Starting at $27.99/mo. Get free equipment
bundle including keypad, motion sensor, wireless
door & windows sensors. 833-719-1073

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off,
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198 or
visit www.walkintubquote.com/news

**8TOP STRUGGLING ON THE STAIRS** Give
your life a lift with an ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now
for $250 OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE DVD
& brochure! 1-866-471-1334

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Miscellaneous, cont.

Stop worrying! SilverBills eliminates the stress &
hassle of bill pmts. Household bills guaranteed to
be paid on time as long as appropriate funds are
available. No computer necessary. Free trial/cus-
tom quote 1-855-703-0555

Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a
Generac home standby
generator

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
866-643-0438

FREE ’::-a

Limited Time Offer - Call for Details

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage
system. Save money, reduce reliance on grid,
prepare for outages & power your home. Full instal-
lation services. $0 down financing option. Request
free no obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785

Thinking about installing a new shower? American
Standard makes it easy. Free design consult.1-888-
674-3005 today to see how to save $1,000 on instal-
lation or visit www.newshowerdeal.com/display

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

Two great new offers from AT&T Wireless! Ask how
to get the Next Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T’s Buy one, Give
One. While supplies last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or

/Classifieds

7-Year Extended Warranty*

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer.
Call for a fulllist of terms and conditions.

LEAF FILTE
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David Westling
Serving Chicagoland for 25 years
Specializing in Steinway Grands

773-271-7633
dwestling@sbcglobal.net

www.freephonesnow.com//cadnet . X

Leaf¢Filter
GUTTER
PROTECTION

@ CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Update your home with beautiful new blinds &
shades. Free in-home estimates make it convenient
to shop from home. Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA. Free consultation: 877-
212-7578. Ask about our specials!

% % %
Notice of Public Sale 150|:|: 10 OFF 50FF .
THE LOCK UP SELF STORAGE PORCHASERE DioCobRTe ITARY IR R R Ximena

at 1930 N. Clybourn Ave, Chicago, IL 60614
will sell the contents of the following units to satisfy
a lien to the highest bidder on 01-25-2022
by 11:00 AM at WWW.STORAGETREASURES.
COM. All goods must be removed from the unit
within 48 hours. Unit availability subject to prior
settlement of account.

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

installed gutter guard system in America.” Man:

128344 License# 218294 WA UBI# 603 233 977 License# 21022129
12 License# WC-2999
Registration# 366920

License# WV0569
127229 Registration# C127230

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. *Offer valid at time of estimate only 2The leading
consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the "#1 rated professionally
ufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT
for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656
4 86 License# 21062129,
8-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067001
C 918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# IR731804
tion PAOGO383 Suffolk HIC License 52229-H  Licenses 2705163445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 Licenses 0086390 Registrationi
H1911

21

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

1-855-595-2102

Alban

Real Estate Broker

| Promo Number: 285

Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative
License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338 License#
)46 License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ
0 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.064990:
egistration# 13VH09953901

7300 N. Western

Chicago IL 60645
5 Registration#

Registra- xralban@gmail.com

www.C21Universal.com

Unit #165 Charisse Tillman
Unit #417 Charisse Tillman

Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage at 1200 W. 35th St.,
773-247-3000, is opening lockers:
3F3633 (Robinson, Adriannia)
4C4189 (McCartney, Kathleen)
4C4252 (Wilburn, Nicolaus)
3F3602 (Tae Ju, Kim)
3F3538 (Laoye, Dayo)
3D3387 (Eggert, Michael)
3F3655 (Williams, Akiera)
4C4230 (Altheimer, Michael)
for public sale of miscellaneous items.
This sale is to be held on
Thursday, January 27, 2022, at 2:00 pm.
Cash only.

Recycling

Interested in helping the environment, those less
fortunate? Recycle Plus, operating since 1990,
offers recycling service as well as: Used plastic
buckets (food grade) various sizes & shapes, card-
board boxes, old lumber, furniture, reusable shop-
ping bags made in Chicago from repurposed fabric.
Contact Recycle Plus Inc Gary Zuckerman
773-761-5937 or 773-858-1210 Email:
recycle_plus_chicago@yahoo.com

Wanted To Buy

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders and
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient Certi-
fied Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit Refrig-
erantFinders.com

LITERATURE

Funny
murder mysteries
set in a large
Chicago law firm

donnies
yellowballbooks.com

TO ADVERTISE
Call
773-465-9700

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas
interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver,
CO 80201

Direct: 773 416-9568
Fax: 773 465-5068

“Es un honor servir
a la comunidad Latinx de Chicago”

_Ckniu

TOOL LIQUIDATION

PAINTING

DADRASS
PAINTING
KITCHEN & BATH

i i
REMODELING | |, TOOL |,
DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING

PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY I LIQUIDATION 1

N N | © Welder Generator |

FREE ESTIMATES J * Dran Roddor :
847-749-8227 * Ridgid Threading Machine

847-291-9091 I . Tank Torch Set |

DADRASSPAINTING@YAH0O0.COM | © Cutting Torch Tank Set |

I * Ridgid Plumbing Tools I

| |

There are some things I 773-818-0808 :

you learn best in calm,

I 101supplyok@gmail.com I
and some in storm.

| RECYCLED - CHEAP |
— Willa Cather

A long grocery trip

BY CWBCHICAGO

Last September, Julius Kirkpatrick was charged with
aggravated battery with a deadly weapon and aggravat-
ed battery of police officers following an incident in the
Loop. A judge ordered him to go on electronic monitoring
upon posting $5,000 of a $50,000 bail order.

He went home on Oct. 12,2021. Four days later, the sher-
iff’s department received a “strap tamper” alert, meaning
from Kilpatrick’s ankle monitor, a signal that someone
may be trying to remove it, prosecutors said.

Investigators went to the place Kilpatrick was supposed
to be staying. His host said he went to get groceries and
never returned.

The sheriff’s investigators activated an alarm on Kirk-

patrick’s ankle monitor and found it lying next to some
train tracks near the home where he was supposed to be.

“He wasn’t wearing it,” Assistant State’s Attorney James
Murphy noted wryly. “He never came back from the gro-
cery store.”

Murphy said that Kirkpatrick remained on the loose un-
til Jan. 8 when security guards at Nordstrom, 55 E. Grand,
arrested him for shoplifting a $375 purse.

Prosecutors charged him with retail theft for the Nord-
strom incident and criminal damage to government prop-
erty for cutting off his ankle monitor. He is also charged
with escape.

He was given a recognizance bond for the retail theft
case. Bail for the escape is set at $100,000, which will re-
quire a 10% deposit.

DISTRESS fromp. 7

when it comes to determining which properties thrive and
which struggle. The Fulton Market area has benefited as
tenants upgrade their space. It’s also where most new of-
fice development is taking place.

Tough spot

“Workplace patterns have changed most dramatically,”
said Joseph Schwieterman, a DePaul University professor
who focuses on urban planning and directs the Chaddick
Institute for Metropolitan Development. “You’ll see more
clients either downsizing or moving to less costly spaces
since the offices won’t be nearly as intensively utilized as
before. So they’re going to be shopping based on price,
and that puts building owners in a tough spot. They have
to modernize, but they have to do it without pushing up
rents a great deal.”

Already, office building owners are trying to convert
some older properties to residential. Yet tearing out walls
and replacing old floor plans isn’t a quick process. Some

offices, especially in close-in suburbs, are also being con-
verted to warehouses as e-commerce drives demand for
so-called last mile locations.

Nevada industrial developer Dermody Properties agreed
in November to pay $232 million for Allstate’s suburban
Chicago campus. It plans to transform the site into 3.2 mil-
lion square feet of warehouses.

Meanwhile, foreclosures and discounted sales of dis-
tressed properties have moved slowly as building owners
agonize about whether the end of the pandemic and an
eventual recovery is even in sight. Their patience — and
ability to survive and service their debt — is dwindling.

“It will definitely get worse before it gets better,” said
RSM’s Dietzel. “We’re just starting to see the beginning of
foreclosures. Buildings have been sort of hanging in there.
But as this pandemic continues, and people are not return-
ing to the office, I think owners may be getting to that
point of pain going from hanging in there to saying this
turnaround is going to be too long and making the deci-
sion to walk away.”
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an injunction is a discretionary remedy,
which new developments may make un-
necessary (if not imprudent), we observed
that the Governor likely will take account
of legal developments when issuing any
new orders.

“A federal court ought to give state
officials the respect of predicting that they
will accept and follow the Supreme Court’s
analysis,” the judges wrote.

The decision brings to a close a long-
running legal battle between the Pritz-
ker administration and the Chicago Chris-
tian congregation known as the Elim
Romanian Pentecostal Church, 4850 N.
Bernard St.

The Elim church sued Pritzker in April
2020, over the governor’s decision to forbid
indoor worship services of no more than 10
people, claiming the limits were needed to
fight COVID-19.

The restrictions came as part of Pritzk-
er’s sweeping actions, beginning in March
2020, to restrict social and business ac-
tivities across the state, using emergency
powers he claimed under Illinois’ disaster
response law.

In the months that followed, Pritzker ap-
plied, tightened and eased restrictions at
various points, as he solely deemed condi-

TAXES fromp. 1

Meanwhile, this ongoing spike in infla-
tion is also going to drive up property taxes
without the inconvenience of having to sell
the idea to local home owners and voters.

Under a budget rule passed under Mayor
Lori Lightfoot in 2020, property taxes are
also now tied to inflation. Right now the
federal cost of living numbers show a 7%
increase in the national consumer price in-
dex, according to federal Bureau of Labor
Statistics.

The legislation Lightfoot and the City
Council enacted puts a 5% ceiling on the
tax increase in any single year.

That means, due to the legislation passed
in City Hall in 2020, property taxes are set
to go up 5% over the next year.

The legislation Lightfoot

and the City Council enacted
puts a 5% ceiling on the tax
increase in any single year.

That means, due to the legislation
passed in City Hall in 2020,
property taxes are set to go up
5% over the next year.

(That is before the Chicago Public
Schools, Park District, and all the other
taxing bodies make their own plays to raise
tax rates t0o.)

It’s too early to say how much that 5%
increase will cost homeowners, landlords
and commercial property owners - but it
will. The final costs to locals depends on
property assessments and the total size
of the tax levy. But be certain that those
increases are already built into the 2023
budget.

Mayor Lightfoot does have the option to
ask the City Council to change the formula.
With their home-rule laws, the city can use
whatever standard it chooses.

Still these tax increases would be par-
ticularly troublesome as each year’s infla-
tion-rate increase will be compounding
it annually. That is, further inflation rate
tax increases in coming years make each
previous year’s increase grow too. A 5%
increase in 2023 property taxes could be
compounded and become a 5.25% 2023
increase if inflation were to again drive up
taxes by 5% in 2024. Theoretically, given
an infinite timeline, the 5% 2023 property
tax increase - over time - could grow to be-
come a 100% 2023 tax increase, 25 basis
points at a time.

INSIDE-BOOSTER

In late May 2020, the church
appealed to the U.S. Supreme
Court. And when it became clear
that the high court intended to
take up some of the challenges
against governors who had acted
similarly against religious gather-
ings, Pritzker altered his orders,
specifically exempting religious
gatherings from his restrictions.

tions warranted.

Federal judges in Chicago, including
judges with the Seventh Circuit, brushed
aside legal claims, including those brought
by the Elim church, that Pritzker’s orders
violated religious liberties guaranteed un-
der the Constitution. Those judges ruled
the severity of the COVID pandemic al-
lowed for the governor to infringe on con-
stitutional rights, until he alone determined
the disaster had passed, and surrendered
his emergency powers.

The judges further determined Pritzker
acted lawfully to close churches, because
he also shut down theaters, stadiums and
other large secular gatherings.

However, in late May 2020, the church
appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court. And
when it became clear that the high court
intended to take up some of the challenges
against governors who had acted similarly
against religious gatherings, Pritzker al-
tered his orders, specifically exempting re-
ligious gatherings from his restrictions.

Instead, he asked churches to abide by
COVID-specific public health guidelines
crafted by the Illinois Dept. of Public
Health.

SCOOTER fromp. 1

across the U.S. as well as Europe.

But the machines have brought with
them a wave of scooter-related injuries and
even recent deaths. A study by the Univ. of
North Carolina has tracked 56 deaths since
2016.

Potential operating companies will be
ranked based on a number of criteria, in-
cluding past performance, operational ca-
pacities, technology and capability to meet
the City’s equity, environmental and safety
standards.

Scooters will be allowed downtown in
limited numbers in an effort to balance
mobility benefits with parking space con-
straints. The devices will be allowed on
streets citywide, but not on the Lake Front
Trail, 606/Bloomingdale Trail, Chicago
Riverwalk or the O’Hare Airport area. Op-
erating companies will be required to em-
ploy technology that can detect and reduce
people riding e-scooters on sidewalks,
though nobody should expect a scooterized
ticketing police force chasing after scoffl-
laws.

Similar urban rollout of scooter pro-
grams have shown the major complaint to
be poorly parked scooters, which are fre-
quently just abandoned on sidewalks. Chi-
cago’s vendors may face fines if they fail to
remove improperly parked scooters within
two hours of a complaint.

The operating companies will each be
licensed to offer up to 1,000 devices ini-
tially, and companies will be allowed to
deploy additional devices if they meet spe-
cific ridership, safety, compliance and edu-
cation requirements. The scooter sharing
ordinance allows up to 12,500 total devices
across all companies.

“We’ve learned that an effectively man-

CIBC [d[:1d
Theatre

“[RRESISTIBLE!”

BROADWAY’S TONY AWARD®-WINNING BEST MUSICAL IS BACK

FEBRUARY 1-13

- BROADWAY IN CHICAGO.com
800-775-2000 * Groups 10+: 312-977-1710 - Tickets available at all Broadway In Chicago Box Offices

Audience members are all required to be masked and show proof of vaccination. For those with exemptions, proof of a negative COVID-19 test is required.
For the latest health and safety procedures and guidelines visit BroadwayInChicago.com/COVID19,

-The New York Times

YOU
CAN'T
STOP
THE
BEAT

Photo: Norma Jean Roy

aged e-scooter program can provide an
affordable, convenient and environmen-
tally friendly way for Chicagoans to get
around,” said CDOT Cmsr. Gia Biagi. “We
passed an ordinance to stand up to a two-
year permit program last year. Scooters
will provide mobility benefits throughout
Chicago -- with an emphasis on serving ar-
eas that will benefit from new transporta-
tion options.”

This means much of the use will be fo-
cused on high density neighborhoods that
have a lack of street parking.

Similar urban rollout of scooter
programs have shown the major
complaint to be poorly parked
scooters, which are frequently
Jjust abandoned on sidewalks.
Chicago’s vendors may face fines
if they fail to remove

improperly parked scooters
within two hours of a complaint.

“The new scooter sharing license will
enable companies to operate scooter fleets
in Chicago, according to license terms,’
said BACP Cmsr. Ken Meyer. “The pilot
programs allowed us to evaluate scooters
in Chicago to come up with a permanent
structure for this new license. The license
will ensure licensees put safety and equi-
table scooter distribution at the forefront of
their business models.”

Among the requirements of the program
are the following:

* Vendors must deploy scooters with ca-
ble-locking (“lock-to”) technology, requir-
ing them to be locked to fixed objects such
as bike racks, street signs or light poles at
the end of a trip.

* Vendors will be required to deploy tech-
nology that detects and reduces sidewalk
riding.

* Vendors will be required to deploy 50%
of scooters in many South and West Side
neighborhoods and totaling approximately
50% of the entire service area.

* Vendors will be required to provide af-
fordable access to shared scooters for low-
income residents as well as those without
credit cards or smartphones.

* The vendors will be required to edu-
cate scooter users on proper and safe use of
the devices and to implement policies that
encourage compliance with safety rules,
including learn-to-ride classes and in-app
education.

* At least 5% of each company’s devices
must be accessible for riders with mobil-
ity limitations and must feature a seat at
minimum. Vendors must provide free or
discounted helmets.

The ordinance includes new consumer
protection policies, including data privacy
rules, prohibiting companies from charging
fees while riders are completing education
and prohibiting companies from requiring
riders to pay in advance for more than one
ride. There is no word yet whether the vac-
cine mandates will be applied to scooter
rentals, or if riders will be required to wear
face masks.

The city conducted two e-scooter pilots
in 2019 and 2020 to test the viability of the
service, to test technology and safety regu-
lations and to develop an understanding
of whether scooters provide a meaningful
transportation option for Chicagoans. In
Oct. 2021, City Council passed an ordi-
nance that created a new business license
category for scooter sharing companies. In
addition to three scooter share vendors, the
ordinance also allows CDOT to incorpo-
rate electric scooters into the City’s Divvy
bikeshare system.

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT

INSIDEONLINE.COM




