If the freedom of speech

is taken away

then dumb and silent

we may be led,

like sheep to the slaughter.

— George Washington
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If a Gunman
Suddenly
Appears ...

ANN GERBER

IT COULD HAPPEN. It has to oth-
ers, so why not you?

YEARS AGO THE DANCE DIVA
Ruth Page was mugged at 4 p.m.
as she walked home in the swank
E. Lake Shore Dr. block where
she lived. The gunman threw her
to the ground, grabbed her purse
and diamond ring and was gone
in a minute.

NYC Mayor Ed Koch used to
say “A republican is just a demo-
crat who has been mugged.”

NO STREET IN THE CITY IS 100%
SAFE. Doormen disappear for a
second; that man walking in back
of you is suddenly next to you;
those two young women coming
toward you look threatening. That
man and his big dog could knock
you down. There is no car on the
street. Why are those teenagers
whispering as they approach you?
... Thank heavens, I’ve made it to
the entrance to my building.

OHMYGOD! THAT MAN HAS A
GUN! Never, ever, get into a car
with a gunman. Most victims
never survive the ride. Throw
yourself to the ground, the street!
Fake a heart attack. Throw your
purse at him. Give him your wal-
let, your cell phone, your jewelry.
Try to be calm. Don’t irritate him.
Robbery is a tough game.

A RETIRED COP once told me,
“say something soothing to him.
He’s more scared than you are.
Tell him, ‘this is your lucky day.
I’ve got $60° or whatever you do
have. If he wants to take you to
an ATM act befuddled. Faint. The
odds are he will run away.

GIVE UP WHATEVER THE
GUNMAN WANTS -- don’t try to be
a hero. If a gunman follows you
into your building’s lobby, throw
the keys away as far as possible
before you go in. Women alone
risk rape or assaults. Don’t rent an
apartment in a building that does
not have a doorman, warn safety
experts. Unfortunately, units mi-
nus doormen are less expensive.

TRY TO AVOID DARK STREETS,
LOW-TRAFFIC AREAS, places
where a gunman or robber could
hide. Don’t go out alone at night.
If possible, HAVE A FRIEND MEET
YOUu.

INCREASED POLICE ACTION has
made the Near North Side safer,
insiders report, but you must still
be careful in parking garages, va-
cant lots, gangways, under via-
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The Vitamin Shoppe is “time stamped in 1997, and not in a good way” says

Chris Conlon, Acadia COO.

Lakeview’s Boystown-Wrigleyville
boast third highest
robbery-prone record in town

City’s ‘official’ crime stats misleading
as police brass downgrade violent crimes to misdemeanors

157
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9797 ——>>

2010 2011 2014

Comparison: Robberies per year citywide [in red] vs. Wrigleyville and Boys-

Realty giant Acadia Joest
discovers Lincoln Park
The changing face rently underway at this space, but
of Diversey Pkwy. the Vitamin Shoppe space is the
big question.
STORY AND PHOTOS “It’s a great corner,” says Con-
BY JIM MATUSIK lon, “but its time stamped in 1997, 2002 2004 2006
and not in a good way. We expect
Good things are happening to  to go in and add a bunch of glass | town [in blue].
the Lincoln Park retail market so that the building makes a more
thanks to the incursion of the East  iconic statement on this retail | BY BOB ZULEY

Coast powerhouse Acadia Realty
Trust who is now making its pres-
ence known big time on Diversey
Pkwy. It currently owns the south
side of the block that includes
Trader Joes, Express, Urban Out-
fitters, Akira, and others, all the
way to the shuttered Hanig shoe
store. On the north side of the street
its holdings include the soon to be
empty Vitamin Shoppe and every-
thing east including Starbucks and
Body Works, all the way to the Inn
at Lincoln Park.

“We have most of Hanigs
leased,” says Chris Conlon, Aca-
dia COO. “But I can’t disclose a
name now because of our contract
agreement.” Demolition is cur-

strip.”

While neighbors may grit their
teeth at the coming storm of con-
struction along the stretch, in a
year or two Diversey Pkwy. east
and west of Clark St. is likely to
be dramatically different.

Indeed, Acadia has already
made large strides in other parts
of the city before discovering Lin-
coln Park. Last year it purchased
664 N. Michigan Avenue for $86
million, and more recently, made
its biggest buy so far at 840 N.
Michigan Ave. where it purchased
88.4% of the property for $144.3
million. This building is fully

ACADIA seep. 26

A comprehensive analysis of
Chicago Police Dept. [CPD] crime
statistics reveal that the notorious-
ly crime-rich areas of Wrigleyville
and Boystown in Lakeview re-
main among the top crime areas in
the entire city for reported street
robberies.

The sobering statistic, gleaned
from data obtained from the City
of Chicago data portal by Crime
in Wrigleyville and Boystown
[CWB], reveal that police beat
1924 ranks as the third highest
beat in the city for reported rob-
beries and is the only such high-
robbery beat North of Madison St.
The beat is bordered by Addison,

Belmont, Southport, and Lake
Michigan.

It has been the top- ranked beat
for reported robberies in the past.

For statistical purposes, the
study considers Wrigleyville and
Boystown to be the combined
areas covered by by beats 1923,
1924, and 1925. The district has
25 police beats though not all are
staffed at all times.

The study notes that after three
consecutive years of record-high
reported robberies, Wrigleyville
and Boystown suffered 157 re-
ported robberies, a 34% decline
from 2013 and almost the same
number of reported robberies rob-

ROBBERY-PRONE see p. 8

Lincoln Park residents scrutinize 43rd Ward alderman candidates

Silence offered over pending
pension payments

BY MEGAN DEPPAN
the DePaulia

Lincoln Park residents crowded the small
stage at the St. Vincent DePaul Center, Tues-
day, Jan. 13, for a 43rd Ward alderman debate,
just weeks before the city election Feb. 24.

Representatives from The Ranch Triangle,
Sheffield Neighbors, and the Lincoln Central
associations hosted the debate, where remain-
ing candidates Jerry Quandt, Jen Kramer,
Caroline Vickrey, and incumbent Michelle
Smith discussed property taxes, pensions, de-
velopment projects, and the mayoral election.

Residents took notes throughout the debate
and even called out retorts to candidates when
they avoided answering questions.

Incumbent Ald. Michelle Smith, a supporter
of Rahm Emanuel, gave development projects
in Lincoln Park special attention.

The vacant six-acre Children’s Memo-
rial Hosp. site near Lincoln and Fullerton is
still a sore issue. Some nearby residents have
damned the alderman - and filed suit against
the city - over a perceived lack of transpar-
ency. They see the project and as an intrusion
whereas Ald. Smith sees it as a “transforma-
tional opportunity to change our neighbor-

hood.”

According to the plaintiffs, most of whom
live in the direct vicinity of the site, the plans
the City agreed to violate zoning rules by
building structures too tall for Lincoln Park.

The plaintiffs for the case included the Park
West Community and Mid-North associatio-
na, of whom candidate Caroline Vickrey is a

The debate drew attention to
residents’ concern for
overdevelopment, who some
say would diminish the
character of Lincoln Park.
It is an argument, and regret,
that has been heard in that
ward for the last 30 years.

board member.

“We worked with an open, transparent,
thorough process,” Ald. Smith said. “The only
thing holding up (the development) is this
lawsuit.”

[The lawsuit was recently dropped by the
judge and the developer now hopes to move
forward quickly in the face of promises by the
plaintiffs to appeal the decision.]

“If we resort to a lawsuit every time we
don’t get what we want, then we won’t get

very far in a democracy,” said Ald. Smith,
herself a lawyer by trade.

Vickrey marketed her idea to create a com-
munity board, comprised of eight neigh-
borhood groups, a representative from the
chamber of commerce, a zoning expert, and
an architect to “(outline) a master plan for
ward.”

The board would, “proactively set up guide-
lines and goals that we want for our ward as
residents,” Vickrey said.

The debate drew attention to residents’ con-
cern for overdevelopment, who some say
would diminish the character of Lincoln Park.
It is an argument, and regret, that has been
heard in that ward for the last 30 years.

Jen Kramer, the former event coordinator
for Navy Pier, said, “We love the historic pres-
ervation of (Lincoln Park’s) buildings and the
way the ward feels and looks. When a devel-
oper is looking to build, it is important that the
people most affected be communicated with
before (the plan) even comes to the alder-
man.”

Candidates also pitched their ideas for
the development of the A. Finkl & Co. prop-
erty that sits on the north branch of the Chi-
cago River at Cortland between Clybourn and
Ashland avenues.

43RD WARD see p. 6
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ducts. We all remember the gangs
of thugs that roamed downtown
and Gold Coast street the last few
summers. Carry a flashlight. Be
sure you always have a $20 bill
with you. Worst scenario, a gun-
man might get mad if you only
have $5 or less.

GOSSIP, GOSSIP, GOSSIP

WHO IS THE BOLD young
professional woman who met a
“divorced” Sugar Daddy on the
internet and feared he was mar-
ried, although he insisted he was
a bachelor. A private eye cost too
much so she went the wig, sun
glasses route and followed him
home. Bingo! Not only was he
married, he was a bigamist. She
alerted both his wives.

PITY THE FRUGAL
ACCOUNTANT. He has a used mink
coat he “loans” to his current
girlfriend but insists he gets it
back for weekends with his main
squeeze. These past sub-zero days
and nights had him crazy picking
up and delivering the warm “part-
time perk.”

THE PRICE OF OIL HAS FALLEN
DRAMATICALLY and so has the

ANTIQUE
& COLLECTIBLE - MARKET
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NEW HOURS: Sux'ss/s7
Early Buyers: SAT, 8am-10am / $25
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* DuPaue Expo Genter «

(45 Min. W. of Chicage cn RL 84 - Morih Ave.)

St. Charles, IL

Anjelica Huston

net worth of many an oil tycoon
like Harold Hamm who has
seen his fortune drop from $18
billion to $9 billion. Poor baby,
he’s appealing the $1 billion his
wife was awarded in their divorce
since he’s not sooo rich anymore.
Meanwhile his ex-wife, Sue Ann
is seeking more from her former
mate.

ACTRESS ANJELICA HUSTON
lets it all hang out in her Scribner
book, “Watch Me: A Memoir.”
Her long love affair with rascal
actor Jack Nicholson is explored
and her adoration of
“the bad boy” never
wavers. She found
him overpowering
and fascinating and
“as generous as he
could be inconsider-
ate” buying her a
beautiful Mercedes-
Benz which she
crashed the day she
got it. Throughout
their years together
she hoped he would
marry her, but he
laughed at the idea.
When she began an
affair with Ryan
O’Neal she sensed
“a darkness about
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ficiate. Former Chicagoan Lange,
best known as a Silver Screen
movie star, lived with Hedy La-
marr in Florida, years ago, and
has the most divine salon near the
Miami design district.

FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES are
mourning the death of banker,
financial expert Homer Livings-
ton Jr., 79, who died of cancer in
his Northbrook home. Besides his
record at the First National Bank
of Chicago, Homer was head of
the Chicago Stock Exchange.
With his wife, Marge, he was a
vibrant member of the philan-
thropic scene in Chicago and the
suburbs.

CHICAGOANS AT THE PALM
SPRINGS INTERNATIONAL Film
Festival honored Julianne
Moore (Still Alice); Reese
Witherspoon (Wild); and David
Oyelowo (Selma) at the annual
gala. Seated: Harvey Lambert
and Jane Effress with Rich-
ard Robin. Standing: Lili Ann
Zisook, Linda Robin, Sally and
Jon Kovler.

“TASTE,” A NEW RESTAURANT
planned by chef/owner Steven
Leviton, will open
Feb. 2 in Winnetka
on Chestnut St.
and we are exciting
about its poten-
tial. Leviton has a
devoted fan club
from his years at
the Hilton Hotel,
Kiki’s Bistro and
other delicious
settings and his
own eatery is a
dream come true
for the gifted chef.
He is the son of
Averill and Buddy
Leviton and is cur-
rently redesigning
the “Taste” space

him and his rela-
tionships with his

Steven Leviton

to suit his plans.
The restaurant was

children,” and after

a year she returned to Nicholson.
After 17 years of frustration and
heartbreak she beat him up and
left for good. Anjelica found love
with sculptor Robert Graham in
1992 and remained with him until
his death in 2008.

AFTER 45 YEARS TOGETHER,
Burt Lange, antiques dealer ex-
traordinaire and Brit Bob Parker
will wed in Miami Jan. 23. Feder-
al Judge Ursula Ungaro will of-

MAN-JO-VINS

JUST GOOD FOOD

P,
Tu
b at. & Sun.: 11 a.m.-6 p.m.

at Damen & Melrose
773-935-0727

ay-Friday: 11 a.m.-é p.m.

Py Closed Imono{ays

known as “Jerry’s” for the past
14 years. Steven is one of the
bright new talents changing how
we eat and appreciate healthful,
locally grown produce and dishes
with flavor and nutrition. Hence,
“Taste.”

ACCORDING TO CRAIN’S
CHICAGO, pro race car driver
Bobby Rahal purchased a $4
million Lincoln Park mansion
after selling one nearby on Howe
St. for $3.41 million. Rahal, who
won the 1986 Indianapolis 500,
bought the Burling St. property
with it’s grand entry staircase,
elevator, decks with skyline
views and a three-race-car heated
garage.

DR. HENRY BETTS, 86, who
deserves much of the credit for
guiding the expansion and goals
of the Rehabilitation Institute
of Chicago to its current star
status, was himself a patient
there with disabilities. For the
past five years before his death,
this dynamic, dedicated medic

A-1 JEWELRY & CoOIN

» HIGHEST CASH PRICES PAID _
= GOLD - PLATINUM - SILVER i
JEWELRY - MODERN & ANTIQUE
DIAMONDS - Any Size —- N\

/% COINS & CURRENCY s
d /7’ | % WRIST & POCKET WATCHES

866-540-3931
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FA Y, lif v L 7 - . )
- i .
YU L 1827 Irving Park Rd.  yon -2t 92m o 6pm insideonlinecom
FREE APPRAISALS (Near Irving Pk. Brown Line) A1JEWELRYNCOIN.COM

Seen at the Palm Springs Film Festival: Harvey Lambert, Jane Effress,
Richard Robin. Standing: Lili Ann Zisook, Linda Robin, Sally and Jon Kovler

But is it true that one
family tied to Madoff’s
scams has now mi-
grated to Chicago and
is trying to get into the
pot business with a pro-
posed new clinic here
on the North Side?

ACTOR ROD TAYLOR,
Australian-born star of
“The Birds” and “The
Time Machine,” and
father of former Chi-
cagoan Felicia Taylor,
a TV financial expert,
has died at 84. He
was married to Mary
Taylor, the tall, regal socialite
who later became the second wife
of realtor Arthur Rubloff.

Mary and daughter Felicia
lived on Lake Shore Dr. with
the wealthy developer but when
Rubloff died, he left Felicia just
a stipend because she had several
fights with him and called him
unflattering names. Mary sued
for a larger share of Rubloff’s
fortune and she won $4 million

ANN GERBER see p. 6

Dr. Henry and Monika Betts

was treated for a degenerative
disorder that hampered his abil-
ity to walk and talk. However,
for almost four decades before
his illness, Dr. Betts was the
innovative leader of this robust
haven for victims of catastrophic
spinal cord and brain injuries.
He lobbied on disability rights,
pushed for helmet and seat-belt
laws, a higher drinking age,
lower speed limits -- any way

to cut drastic injuries to us all.
We heard him speak, years ago,
at a Rehab fundraiser, and he
discussed “how to restore the sex
life of injured adults.” We were
naive and were shocked -- their
sex lives were important to make

Publisher & Editor
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Art Director
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Ronald Roenigk
Katie Roenigk
Sheila Swann

them feel whole again and vital Karen Sonnefeldt ~ Advertising

in their relationships? Dr. Betts Office Manager
was a pioneer in rehabilitation... Cindy Amadio  Account Executive
At one point in his career, Henry Kathleen Guy  Account Executive

was personal physician to Joseph
P. Kennedy, father of JFK and
the Kennedy clan. Dr. Betts was
married to the devoted Monika
who was at his side through his
long illness.

BERNIE MADOFF’S VICTIMS will
have 49% of their lost principal
returned to them with the latest
distribution of $322 million.
This latest payment boosts their
assets to $7.2 billion, according
to trustee Irving Picard. Picard
raised much of the cash with
lawsuits against former Madoff
customers who profited from
the fraud by taking more out of
their accounts than they put in.
About a dozen wealthy Chicago-
ans will benefit from this latest
action. The trustees reached $10
billion in recoveries last month.
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Mariano Park, 1031 N. State St.

Keep your eye on
the prized Mariano Park

Park Dist.now shopping lease for park space

H eart Peter Spiros has lived
on the Near North Side
Of the HOOd for the last 13 years and
= is a frequent visitor at
Mariano Park, 1031
N. State St. About four
or five months ago,
“somebody wanted to
change the nature of
the park,” and put in a
permanent facility, get
a liquor license and
“turn it into a different
park than it is today,”
said Spiros.

“It’s like a piazza in Italy,” said Spiros.
“What do they want there, Disneyland?”

Now I love Disneyland as much as the
next guy, but some things are just not meant
to be. To keep that from happening, Spiros
and others have formed the Mariano Park
Advisory Council, which Spiros was elect-
ed president of on Jan. 7. Listen up Chicago
Park District (CPD), because the advisory
council might as well be singing The Police
lyrics, “Every step you take, every move
you make, I’ll be watching you.” It will be
watching, and very closely.

“Our purpose is just to show whatever
(the CPD does) or try it will not go quietly
or under the table,” said Spiros. “There will
be a reaction by the community. There will
be significant opposition.”

The Lucas Museum, Obama Library and
now Mariano Park... is the city getting out
of the Park’s business?

Mariano Park, aka the Viagra Triangle,
is one of the all-time best people watching
sites in the city. It’s a place where the lost
art of conversation still happens between its
visitors and it is well-used and well-loved,
its neighbors say.

The park was donated the city in 1848
and transferred to the CPD in 1959. In
1970, it was renamed in honor of local
resident, Louis Mariano (1906-1970), a re-
porter and editor who spent his evenings at
a restaurant across from the park, holding
court and seeking out stories. In addition to
trees and benches, Mariano Park contains
a small fountain and a circa-1900 Prairie-
style pavilion designed by Birch Burdette
Long, a Frank Lloyd Wright protégé.

At the end of the year, the contract ex-
pired for the park’s current 13-year vendor,
Whispers Café, owned and operated by Ti-

By Felicia Dechter

ger Alia. Alia provides tables and chairs and
benches for the community and in season,
he brushes and washes the park every day
and steam cleans it every two weeks. Alia
is such a good park steward, in fact, that
he won best garden awards from the Gold
Coast Neighbors, and the city, for his land-
scaping and flowers.

“The coffee shop is everybody’s back
yard,” said Alia. “People hang out all day
and all night. It’s a well used park... every
single inch of it.”

Because every inch of the park is used,
neighbors do not want to see a larger struc-
ture built but apparently that could happen,
because “somebody” wants to knock the
existing building down and get a liquor li-
cense for the site.

The “somebody” is apparently Gibsons
Steakhouse, who supposedly “lost” the deal
when Ald. Brendan Reilly [42nd] would not
support a liquor license nor allow a more
than 200-square-foot building in the park.
(FYIL: 200-square-feet would be almost
double the current 10’ x 12°, 120-square-
foot structure already in place.) Although
Gibsons has denied such a plan, I'm told
the steakhouse would have controlled 60%
of the park and built a large structure.

“Gibsons did not get the place,” said Alia.
“They tried. The park would have been de-
stroyed.”

Ald. Reilly was out of town and could
not be reached for comment. But suppos-
edly Gibsons has since backed off and our
sources say Connie’s Pizza is interested.

The CPD will be posting a Notice of
Availability this week, seeking occupants
and accepting applications for the space,
said its spokeswoman Kiera Ellis. Mean-
while, Alia has to fill out an application like
everybody else if he wants to possibly re-
open his business come spring.

“I’ve been there 13 years with no prob-
lems,” said Alia, who hires college kids dur-
ing the summer and has two other conces-
sions in the city. “I have a relationship with
all the neighbors. I take care of the park.”

The beauty of Mariano Park is the foun-
tain and all the sitting areas where people
can follow the sun, said Near North Neigh-
bors spokeswoman DeeDee Spence. Ald.
Reilly has been actively adamant about
keeping buildings low around there so that

MARIANO PARK see p. 7

| BUY OLD TRIBAL ART

| buy old African,

Oceanic, Indonesian

and Native American art.
Masks, figures, weapons etc.

For a free appraisal:
(917) 628-0031
daniel@jacarandatribal.com
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Mortgage rates skid into New Year offering a deal to borrowers

Home buying looking
brighter for 2015

Sparked
by a slide in
oil prices and
bond yields,
plus strong
employ-
ment reports,
mortgage
rates  have
BY DON DeBAT dipped  un-
expectedly, making home buying
look brighter in 2015.

Freddie Mac’s Primary Mort-
gage Market survey reported that
average benchmark 30-year fixed
mortgage rates fell to 3.66% in
mid-January from 3.73% a week
earlier.

It was the lowest level since the
week ending May 23rd of 2013
when 30-year fixed loans aver-

aged 3.59%. A year ago at this
time, 30-year fixed loans averaged
441%.

Fifteen-year fixed mortgages
averaged 2.98% in mid-January,
down from 3.05% a week earlier.
It is the first time average 15-year
rates have fallen below three per-
cent since the week ending May
30, 2013. A year ago, 15-year
loans averaged 3.45%.

e Five-year Treasury-indexed
hybrid adjustable-rate mortgages
(ARMs) averaged 2.90%, down
from 2.98% a week earlier. At this
time last year, the 5-year ARM av-
eraged 3.10%.

¢ One-year Treasury-indexed
ARMS averaged 2.37%, down
slightly from 2.39% a week ear-
lier. A year ago, the 1-year ARM
averaged 2.56%.

In Chicago, borrowers who
shop around now may be able to

Meet Your Local Home

Equity Conversion

Mortgage Resource!

For many people a Home Equity Conversion Mortgage is a solid
financial solution. Call me today to discuss the possibilities.

TERRY BIVINS
= Senior Vice President, HECM National Division

1

NMLS# 217764

cell : (312) 286-0606
tbivins@thefederalsavingsbank.com
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- Remodeling & Restaurant Supply -

CALL 773-772-0808

1871 N. Milwaukee Ave.
FaucetChicago.com ¢ info@FaucetChicago.com
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lock in a 30-year fixed mortgage
in the 3.5% to 3.625% range, and
15-year fixed loans at 2.75% to
2.875%, experts say.

These are great deals, when
you consider that home-loan rates
have averaged about six percent
over the past two decades.

The Home Front

It’s no wonder that mortgage
applications in early 2015 have
skyrocketed. The Mortgage Bank-
ers Assn. reported that application
volume increased 49% for the
week ended January 9. Mean-
while, applications for mortgage
refinances zoomed 66% from the
previous week to the highest level
since July of 2013.

“Mortgage rates fell for the
third consecutive week as oil
prices plummeted and long-term
Treasury yields continued to drop
despite a strong employment re-

port,” noted Frank Nothaft, vice
president and chief economist of
Freddie Mac.

“The economy exceeded expec-
tations by adding 252,000 jobs in
December which followed an up-
ward revision of 50,000 jobs to the
prior two months,” Nothaft said.
“The unemployment rate fell to
5.6% which was the lowest since
June 2008.”

Before the recent rate declines
many bankers, lenders and bor-
rowers had expected the Federal
Reserve Board to start pushing
home loan rates higher by mid-
2015.

However, global economic un-
certainty has sent the Wall St.
stock market on a roller-coaster
ride, forcing investors to flee to
the safety of U.S. Treasury bonds.
The higher demand for govern-
ment bonds has caused their yields
to drop, pushing long-term rates
lower.

While most big banks still re-

quire borrowers to have a FICO
score of at least 740, some smaller
lenders are beginning to bend
the requirements and are offer-
ing loans to borrowers with credit
scores as low as 620.

However, these lenders are
charging higher interest rates and
requiring larger down payments
on these risker loans. FICO scores
range from 300 to 850.

Another boost to first-time mort-
gage hunters is the new policy of
mortgage giants Freddie Mac and
Fannie Mae to allow creditwor-
thy borrowers to buy a home and
place a down payment as little as
three percent, instead of the tra-
ditional minimum of five percent
for a conventional loan.

So, if you are yearning to buy
a new home or condominium in
2015, or want to refinance an ex-
isting loan, this winter likely is a
great time to start seriously shop-
ping for real estate and mortgages.
Spring may be too late.

New home show
comes to McCormick Place this weekend

BY GUY SWANSON

Their is a new home show in
town which will offer ideas and
inspiration from the Chicagoland’s
top home and remodeling experts
for those thinking of fixing up the
castle this year.

Those experts will be on-site at
McCormick Place this weekend
providing professional advice and
demonstrating the latest products
and sharing new trends for making
the home a more beautiful place.

This shopping opportunity for

AUTOMATIC CAR WASH
ALL NEW
NOW OPEN
5949-N.Ridge
(Ridge & Peterson)
FREE VACUUMING
3218 W. Irving
2111 W. Fullerton

buyers for home décor and re-
modeling ideas, called the Ideal
Home Show Chicago, could mo-
tivate homeowners to start prepar-
ing for their remodeling projects.
Featured will be Ahmed Hassan
from the original HGTV’s and
DIY Networks “Yard Crashers,”
presenting all weekend on land-
scaping and green living on the
Ideal Main Stage.

“The opportunity to produce a
new, high-quality home show at
McCormick Place is something
we are thrilled about,” said Jessica
Boweak, the shop’s owner. “This
show will be a big draw for those
seeking new trends and home re-
modeling ideas from the area’s
best experts.”

The show will feature a bevy of
top practitioners in the home dé-
cor industry providing insider tips
and advice to attendees. Design-
ers will be on site to answer the
toughest design questions, from
completing a basement remodel-
ing project to choosing the best
paint color to matching kitchen
walnut cabinets. Designers Sandy
Berendes and Laura Longville

BAIRDANARMER.
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will feature a booth called Ask a
Designer... and a “Shrink”. They
are launching a new book for sale
at the expo called “Break Ground
Without Breaking Up”.

Shelley Young, the Founder and
CEO of The Chopping Block, will
be speaking on the Ideal Stage
on Saturday sharing time saving
cooking tricks and tips.

Lowes’ installation experts will
be will be on site at the Ideal Main
Stage all weekend giving expert
advice on “Do it Yourself” and re-
modeling projects. Randy Arnold,
Barefoot Wine Ambassador, will
be sharing his passion for making
wine fun.

Those so inspired can dial up a
Fun Friday Night Painting Party
with artist Derin Baratka spon-
sored by Barefoot Wine on Fri-
day. For only $20, which includes
painting, wine and two show
tickets, you can tap into your in-
ner artist all while enjoying great
wine and company.

Need a little R&R? Relax in
style at the SLACK Lifestyle
Lounge. With its sleek and inno-
vative relaxation Furniture, guests
can be sure to find the perfect
spot to sit back and unwind. After
finding success all throughout the
world, Slack will debut their de-
signs for the first time in America
at the show.

For fun with the whole family,
check out the Fun & Games at the
Kids Zone, Sponsored by XFIN-
ITY! Play baggo at the XFINITY
booth and enter for a chance to win
great prizes. The first 250 Guests
each day will receive a swag bag
sponsored by Barefoot Wine and
Naked Grape.

Show hours are Friday, noon
to 8 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m. to
8 p.m.; and Sunday, 10 am. - 5
p.m. Tickets are $10; $7 tickets
are available for Seniors 65+ with
ID). The event is free for children
12 and under.

Mich. Ave. salon looking for

a licensed, exp. esthetician &

make up artist with following.
Fax resume to: 312-642-6210,
or email: claudiak@claudiaskin-

care.com
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New flagship Whole Foods store to move across Ashland,
hopes to replace demolished Lakeview Bank

BY PETER VON BUOL

Whole Foods Market is seeking to re-
place its existing store in West Lakeview
with a new “flagship” store to be built on
the site of the now-demolished Lakeview
Bank headquarters, 3201 N. Ashland Ave.

Speaking at the January 12 meeting of
the West Lakeview Neighbors community
organization, representatives from the ar-
chitectural firm commissioned by Whole
Foods Market said the new store will more
than double the size of the existing store
and will share many similarities with the
company’s existing store on N. Kingsbury
St. in Lincoln Park.

According to Allison Phelps, a spokes-
person for Whole Foods, they

include a deck overlooking Ashland Ave.

The company’s current store at 3300 N.
Ashland was among the first Whole Food
Markets built in Chicago and is smaller
than the newer stores. In addition, Whole
Foods does not own the current store. Some
grocery-store analysts believe the Austin,
Texas-based retailer is responding to near-
by grocery-stores operated by Mariano’s
(owned by the Wisconsin-based Roundy’s
supermarket chain) and Jewel-Osco.Whole
Foods is already planning to open seven
new stores in the city and suburbs [see side-
bar].

Until recently, the 3201 N. Ashland site
had been owned by Target. Even after the
Minnesota-based retailer had sold the site,

might go into the main entrance. It might be
used within a garden. We don’t know yet,”
Novack said.

Among those expressing concerns about
the proposed Whole Foods Market were
residents of the 1500 block of W. Melrose.
Some said they were unhappy with a large
Whole Foods sign emblazoned on the Mel-
rose side of the concept-drawings and oth-
ers were worried about an increase of con-
gestion and traffic-flow problems.

Addressing some of their concerns, No-
vack said the primary loading docks for the
facility will be on Belmont Ave. to allevi-
ate traffic on Melrose. In addition, he added
the site’s current play-lot (adjacent to St.
Luke’s Lutheran Church and School) may
be relocated. Despite promises

have not yet signed a lease.
“We have a team and a devel-
oper working with the City of
Chicago to see if relocation
is possible. Once we have a
signed lease agreement, we
can share new details with [the

Some said they were unhappy

with a large Whole Foods sign emblazoned

on the Melrose side of the concept-drawings

and others were worried about an increase
of congestion and traffic-flow problems.

made by Centrum Partners, a
previous owner of the site, the
title to the play-lot had never
been transferred to the church.
In recent years, the site itself
has had a history of problems.
Prior to the Target purchase,

community].”

Using historic photographs of the Lin-
coln/Belmont/Ashland intersection from the
early 20th century as a frame-of-reference,
representatives from the architectural-firm
hired by the pricey food retailer said their
goal was to create a new destination for the
neighborhood.

According to John Novack, whose firm
Novack Construction has been hired as gen-
eral contractor by Whole Foods, the new
building will be about 65,000 square feet in
size and will have an overall height of about
three stories. The grocery store’s main level
will be on the second floor and will also in-
clude two levels of parking. Some parking
will be on the first-floor and an additional
level will be below-ground. Novack added
the level of the water-table makes it cost-
prohibitive to go any deeper. Current plans

You Want
To Eam...

some believed the company remained in-
terested in opening a much-smaller Targe-
tExpress as a tenant. Target had canceled its
plans to build a full-sized store on the site
after a series of setbacks and had sold it to
Novack Construction.

At the community meeting, Novack said
Whole Foods has been a regular client of
his company and added he has built “be-
tween 30-40 stores” for them.

Novack added some of the ornamentation
of the facade of the now-demolished Medic
Building (an Art Deco building that had
been among the properties on the site and
which had been recognized by the city as
having had architectural significance) will
be reused in some form in the new build-
ing.

“It will be incorporated somehow. It
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Centrum had purchased the
property for about $20 million in 2006.
Their intent had initially been to build a
large-scale mixed-use residential and retail
development. After Centrum’s develop-
ment failed, the property was purchased by
Target as a bank-owned property.

Built as the headquarters of Lakeview
Trust and Savings Bank in 1914, the for-
mer building had been a Bank of America
branch that closed in 2007. The property
also included the recently-demolished
Meyer’s Medic Building at 3223-3225 N.
Ashland. North of the old bank building,
this Art Deco medical building had been
designed by architect Frank Strauch. Due to

Whole Foods to open
more stores on North Side

Some much anticipated Whole
Foods Store openings are com-
ing up quickly. The company is
adding six new locations in Chi-
cagoland, three of them on the
North Side.

The new locations are replac-
ing old Dominick’s stores, which
closed at the end of 2013. Jewel-
Osco re-stocked and re-opened
some of the former Dominick’s
stores which they took over in
less than a week, whil