Our scientific power has outrun
our spiritual power. We have
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guided missiles and misguided men.

— Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Community meeting
with Fern Hill over
Sheridan Rd. development plans

Last year Emanuel Congrega-
tion, 5959 N. Sheridan Rd., an-
nounced plans to construct a new
synagogue on the southeast cor-
ner of their property along with a
400-unit apartment building and
150 parking spaces.

Nick Anderson of Fern Hill
Development, will present a Con-
gregation Design Charrette to the
Emanuel membership starting at
6 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 22.

This in-person meeting is for
Congregation members only, how-
ever, interested community mem-
bers are welcome to observe the
meeting via Zoom. The registra-
tion link for the meeting is https://
us02web.zoom.us/meeting/regis-
ter/bDG1gqu-SRSTymTOd90B-

pQ.

A recording of the meeting will
be made available upon request
from Fern-Hill.

The Assoc. of Sheridan Condo-
minium/Co-op Owners [ASCO]
has gone on record with plans
to work on and to facilitate in-
formed community engagement
on this project.

ASCO is a non-profit organiza-
tion, representing more than 30
buildings including over 6,000
homes on Sheridan Rd. between
Foster Ave. (5200 N.) and Devon
Ave. (6400 N.).

For more information contact
Sandy Chaet, at schaet@earth-
link.net or Linda Jackson Im-
jacks3@yahoo.com.
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Site map for 4725 N. Clifton Ave.

Image courtesy Hirsch MPG

Mixed use development approved
at Clifton Ave., plan a boost
for Uptown entertainment district

BY BOB ZULEY

Plans for a five-story, 40-unit
mixed-use structure at 4725 N.
Clifton Ave. have been approved
by the Chicago Permit Review
Committee. The approval allows
for multiple variations, including
the removal of any setbacks, ac-
cording to multiple reports.

The site of the development is
located at the south end of a large
parking lot immediately east of

the historic Uptown Broadway
Building. The project is being
led by Cedar Street Companies,
best known for the Flats develop-
ments.

The building is being designed
by the local firm Hirsch MPG
and will be developed within the
existing zoning for the site. The
ground floor will feature a large
retail space on the southern half
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Pot shop plans for Peterson

A pot shop is hoping to open in
a Peterson Ave. building where an
earlier dispensary proposal was
rejected.

Eagle Dispensaries of Illinois is
asking the community to provide
an upzoning to open up at 2415
W. Peterson Ave., representatives
said during a virtual community
meeting last week.

It would be named Dispensary
Den, and be the first pot shop in
the 40th Ward and West Ridge.

The site is currently home to an
empty one-story commercial
building with 10 parking spots
This follows an effort last year
from the Kaneh Group, who also
wanted to open a dope dispensary
at the same location. That group
was comprised of nine former
Chicago police officers, which led
to concerns about ex-police prof-
iting from selling legal cannabis
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Many businesses located in one and two-story buildings on Broadway have been ID’d by the City to be underuti-

lized.

Image courtesy Chicago DPD

Edgewater residents file suit
challenging Broadway Upzoning

City calls Upzoning plan
an ‘untested experiment’

BY BOB ZULEY

On Jan. 12, the grassroots non-
profit organization, Edgewater
Residents for Responsible Devel-
opment [ERRD] and 13 Edgewa-
ter residents and business owners
filed a lawsuit in the Chancery
Division, Circuit Court of Cook
County.

The suit challenges the city’s
Oct. 2025 upzoning of hundreds
of properties in Edgewater’s vi-
tal Broadway corridor. The filing
was prepared by attorney Adam
Kingsley.

The Complaint asks the Court
to invalidate the upzoning ap-
proved in Oct. 2025 and restore
the properties to their prior zon-
ing classification.

The matter is scheduled to be

heard before Judge Neil H. Cohen
in Court Room 2308 at 9:30 a.m.
on Mar. 13, 2026.

“When government fails to
respect the rule of law and the
rights of its citizens, a citizens’
lawsuit such as this becomes
the only option,” said Patricia
Sharkey, president of ERRD.

The move is the latest chapter
of a long-festering effort by City
Hall and a few local alderman to
run roughshod over community
input, precedent, and stakehold-
ers. The Upzoning will likely
result in a mid-rise canyon with
higher rents and displaced exist-
ing businesses.

The City’s action rezoning the
entire 12-block Broadway district
to a monolithic B3-5 — a zoning
classification allowing new con-
struction up to a maximum height
and density permitted under the
Chicago Zoning Code outside of

downtown.

The lawsuit alleges that the
City, working through Ald. Leni
Manaa-Hoppenworth [48th], vio-
lated affected property owners’,
including both residents’ and
business owners’, due process
rights and also violated City and
State zoning requirements by en-
acting this sweeping rezoning ef-
fort without the legally required
study, planning, or process. It fur-
ther alleges the notification pro-
cess was defective.

One puzzling aspect from the
first meeting was who was be-
hind the Broadway upzoning ini-
tiative and what was the rush to
bulldoze it through to approval?
The Upzoning was made public
in Oct. 2024 and approved in Oct.
2025. The entire effort appears to
have been conceived by City Hall
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Update on lawsuit
with Sudler Property Mgt.

Case moves
into month three

BY RONALD ROENIGK

Many of our readers recall our
previous coverage, and have been
following our legal case against
Sudler Property Management
[Sudler], which is pending before
the Circuit Court of Cook County,
Chancery Division. Last Friday
our brave lawyers were back in
court filing arguments before
Judge D. Renee Jackson, fighting
for this newspaper.

We promised to keep readers
informed about the legal battle
now underway over a lawsuit that
grew out of our coverage of Su-
dler and the goings on at 175 E.
Delaware Place, the building for-
merly known as John Hancock
Center, a property whose condo
association they manage.

In our original coverage on July

3, and then in a July 14 follow up
story, we reported on issues re-
lated to Illinois Homeowners As-
sociations [HOA], and examined
Sudler and the 175 East Delaware
Place HOA in our coverage.

This newspaper’s coverage cre-
ated angst at Sudler, and they sent
us a letter, demanding an imme-
diate retraction ... or else!

Well “or else” happened and
they filed a defamation suit
against this newspaper.

The case is based on three
themes: defamation, right of pri-
vacy, and intentional interference
with prospective economic ad-
vantage.

We believe Sudler has brought
faulty claims against us because it
is unhappy with our reporting. We
are arguing in court that we do not
think Sudler has put forward any
legally cognizable claim in their
Complaint. We have therefore re-
quested that the Court dismiss the

Complaint.

For a claim of invasion of pri-
vacy, Sudler does not address our
argument that it, as a corporation,
cannot claim false light invasion
of privacy.

The Illinois Supreme Court has
adopted a definition of the false
light tort that expressly provides
that “[a] corporation, partnership
or unincorporated association has
no personal right of privacy.”

Our lawyers pointed out to the
court that Sudler provides no ba-
sis to disagree with the reasoning
of the multiple federal courts that
have applied Illinois law to this
exact question.

We are also asking the Court
to reject Sudler’s argument that
it is not a public figure. Sudler is
a large corporation that is well-
known across Chicago.

We have not argued that Sudler

UPDATE see p. 10
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Be tough-minded, but kind-hearted, says

By Thomas J. O'Gorman

You don’t have to tell me. Yes,
you've reformed. Something
about the New Year. And the
moon. And the future. You swear
you’re serious this time. Me too.

Me mostly because of Sister
Lamberta, O.P., as she was always
well prepared as time passed over
to the New Year. It’s what made
5th grade so enduring in elemen-
tary school.

She was an old-fashioned Do-
minican nun, reportedly Visita-
tion’s oldest teaching sister in the
1950s. She didn’t pull any punch-
es. She gave it to her students
straight. She knew many of her
kids were just naughty.

Before anyone could spot the
approach of 6th grade on our
academic horizon, “Lamberta,”
as the boys called her, had the
strength of character to suggest
that 5th grade was the geographic
heartland of life where anything
could happen, and change.

“Who knows,” she’d say, “we
might actually get good at long
division. Or try our hand at frac-
tions.” She always had something
to lift young brains at the start of
the new year.

“Boys, we might learn to be nice
to the girls in class today. It might
keep the chatterboxes from gab-

Looking for -,
a Good YVomqn
to Marry |

Seeking nice woman
between ages 40ito 87
with view to marriage:

Only sincere.persons.
Please email:
peterdavisfirm1700@
gmail.com

bing so much. We might
even do our homework
at home and shut off the
TV tonight.” Maybe the
worst of us could “learn
to refrain from sassing
our parents and do what
we’ve been asked to do,
like help with the dishes,
vacuum for our moms,
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The Palaeolithic cave paintings, found in a complex of caves in the Dordogne region of south-
western France, are exceptional due their quality, size, sophistication and antiquity.

Sister Lamberta

ST. PATRICK’S

ey c
) DAY QUEEN: Claire
Cahill was crowned

Queen of the 2026 St.
Patrick’s Day Parade on
Jan. 11, at the Chicago
Journeymen Plumbers
Hall on the city’s Near
West Side. The 27-year-
old is from Lincoln Park
and will continue the

instead of antagonizing
our siblings.”

Behavior in Sister Lamberta’s
classroom was always basic,
practical and immediate. And, “It
was an act of God’s grace.” No
one was looking for miracles, we
were all doing baby steps.

She was always reminding the
girls that talking about people
behind their backs was a “ve-
nial sin.” Not bad enough to get
you sent to hell, but troublesome
enough to get you a reputation.

Sister was fond of saying,
“Compliment three people every
day.” I was certain she knew if
we did that, it would be soon be a
part of our 5th grade routines.

She loved telling the boys, “Be
kinder than necessary.” She knew
from a lifetime of teaching that
it was the quickest way to trans-
form people’s expectations. “Be
the first to say hello,” she noted
often. “It always puts people at
ease,” she stressed.

But Sister Lamberta was on to
something as old as the ancient
caves at Dordogne in France, the
earliest recorded example of hu-
man painting.

Dordogne gave the Modern
World a glimpse into the earliest
days of prehistoric living. They
showed us what early humans
were like. We see their love of the
human form, and their passion for
festooning their cave-dwellings
with images of who they were
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and what they found important in
their living.

This  Paleolithic  showcase
brimmed with the earliest of hu-
man recognition of their place
in the order of the world. From
simple achievements to wondrous
accomplishments.

It was also a catalogue of the
early humans adapting to change
in the world in which they lived,
and the ability to engage the world
around them.

What a soil-cracking journey
that was for early man. How mys-
terious and powerful the images
they produced were as a human
record of their lives and the wild-
life that surrounded them. Being
aware of the world around us is
critical to understanding who we
are. Still is.

Alas, it just doesn’t seem popu-
lar in Washington D.C., Spring-
field or in Chicago’s City Hall.

As they learned about their
world, the people of Dordogne
provided a lasting chronicle of
their struggles and discoveries.
The images they created bear
witness to their observations and
revelations.

Their self-discoveries and their
work still reminds me of Sister
Lamberta’s Sth grade classroom.
Her network of young folk learn-
ing to recognize the things within
them that they need to fine tune.

That’s good news as humans
moved into the fresh year 2026.
We must demonstrate our shared
understanding and purpose in
the world. Lamberta always in-
sisted we take responsibility for
the conditions of life around us.
Whether that was the dust on the
chalkboard or the shavings of our
pencils in the sharpener. “Leave
everything better than you found
it.” She was serious. We had more
than 2,000 students in our school
and it was easy to mess it up.

At the start of the New Year,
it’s always important to see that
we must care for and understand
the human capacity to nourish
the earth. And permit the earth to
nourish us.

As the New Year continues
to widen our vision, Lamberta’s
words still haunt our souls many
decades later. We must grow in a
healing capacity to strengthen the
ability within us to forgive and
change. To refine our sight and
our speech and find the words that
heal and make whole. A process

Call7.73:508-

that has unfolded beyond time
and space. Nourished by continu-
ous reform and the future, itself.

“Be tough-minded,” Sister
Lamberta would remind us, “but
kind-hearted.” She knew the
secret of healthy living and what
each of us must do to grow.
Most importantly, she insisted,
“remember to keep your prom-
ises.”

LYRIC OPERA STAGE:
Renee Fleming returns to the
stage of the Lyric Opera in part-
nership with the National Geo-
graphic Foundation in a perfor-
mance of “The
Voice of Nature:
Anthropocene.”
Feb. 5, inviting
reflection on the
beauty of our plan-
et.

LEAK:  Chi-
cago Board of
Education Presi-
dent Sean Harden
called a special
meeting over the
Christmas holiday.

Renee Fleming

Chicago tradition, now in its 71st
year.

SAVINGS: Illinois State Trea-
surer Michael Frerichs and Chi-
cago Children’s Museum CEO
Jennifer Farrington, are once
again partnering to host a $5.29
Family Day on Sunday, Jan.
25. Families are encouraged to
speak with the Bright Start 529
team about how a 529 account
can help achieve college savings
goals.

COLUMBUS: Salvatore
Camarda is still fighting City
Hall trying to get the Christo-
pher  Columbus
statue put back up
at Arrigo Park.
The two Colum-
bus statues were
taken down in the
middle of the night
after Antifa riot-
ers attacked them,
with no warning,
no discussion, and
no community pro-
cess. Former Mayor
Lori Lightfoot - of

He had one objec-
tive: Quietly pass a $25 million
property tax hike. But Harden’s
plan hit a snag when a leaker
tipped off Fox 32 Chicago politi-
cal reporter Paris Schutz, who
published news of the meeting
before the school board posted a
public notice of its own. Bravo,
Paris! Props to the five board
members who voted ‘no’: Carlos
Rivas; Ellen Rosenfeld; Angel
Gutierrez; Che ‘“Rhymefest”
Smith, and Therese Boyle.

OLD TOWN CHURCH: A
faithful reader sent a curious
piece of Chicago lore, a little
known fact that might be of in-
terest: when constructed in 1869,
St. Michael Church in Old Town,
1633 N. Cleveland, was the tall-
est structure in America. It also
is one of the defining facts of Old
Town’s geographical location.
If you can hear the bells of St.
Michael’s ring, you are said to
live in Old Town.

NEW YORK BOUND: Wish-
ing New York Archbishop-elect
Ron Hicks good vibes and a
Rosary as he travels to NYC. This
Chicagoan is filled with faith, hu-
mor, compassion and heart and he
will be installed February 6 in St.
Patrick’s Cathedral on Fifth Ave.
New York needs more God and
less Marxism.
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the past due credit
card - and her administration told
the Italian community that this
was just a temporary safety mea-
sure and that the statues would be
returned to their rightful place.
Then the city rushed to assemble
a so-called “monuments” com-
mission to review the fate of all
kinds of “problematic” statues
across the city.

The results were nothing short
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BY CWBCHICAGO

Some of Illinois’ most powerful Demo-
crats are signaling a willingness to revisit
parts of the SAFE-T Act, the sweeping
criminal justice overhaul that eliminated
cash bail and significantly loosened re-
strictions on electronic monitoring. But
there are questions about who, if anyone, is
actually studying the law’s effectiveness.

House Speaker Emanuel “Chris” Welch
told Capitol News Illinois [CNI] this week
that he is waiting for a report from the
chief judge of Cook County before decid-
ing whether to pursue legislative changes.
Welch suggested the new chief judge was
reviewing how the law is working and could
bring recommendations to lawmakers.

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

House Speaker cites nonexistent report
as reason to delay action on SAFE-T Act changes

But the chief judge’s office says there is
no SAFE-T Act report coming.

Welch’s comments come amid renewed
political pressure following a series of
violent crimes in Chicago, many involving
men with lengthy records of random at-
tacks who were released pretrial or placed
on electronic monitoring. Several of the
incidents occurred on the CTA and in the
Loop, fueling public scrutiny of how the
SAFE-T Act and the county’s monitor-
ing program function in practice. One of
the most high-profile cases involves a man
accused of setting a young woman on fire
aboard a CTA train while he was on elec-
tronic monitoring.

In November, Gov. JB Pritzker acknowl-
edged growing debate around the law,

telling reporters, “I think everybody is
open to listening to what changes might be
made.”

Judge Charles Beach became Cook
County’s chief judge on Dec. 1, 2025, step-
ping into the role as criticism of the elec-
tronic monitoring program under his pre-
decessor, Timothy Evans, dominated news
coverage.

On his second day in office, Beach an-
nounced the creation of a panel tasked
with examining the chief judge’s elec-
tronic monitoring program. That group
was instructed to review how the program
functions and return findings and recom-
mendations by the end of January. The an-
nouncement did not reference the SAFE-T
Act itself or broader statutory changes.

JANUARY 21 - JANUARY 27, 2026 + 3

Last week, Welch expanded on Pritzk-
er’s SAFE-T Act statement in an interview
with CNI.

Illinois House Speaker Welch and House
Minority Leader Tony McCombie talked
about the possibility of making changes to
the SAFE-T Act.

“I don’t know if there are any changes
to the SAFE-T Act itself that need to be
done,” Welch told the outlet. “The new
chief judge here in Cook County has asked
us to give him time to take a look at that,
you know, report back, and he’d be happy
to make recommendations, if any. If the
chief judge comes to me and he has some
ideas, I've told him I'm going to be all ears

SAFE-T seep. 10

Illinois sees sports betting plummet,
as state and city fight over dwindling cash

Are local betters going
back to their bookies?

BY CHRIS AMUNDSON

Last September, Illinois imposed a 25¢
tax on the first 20 million wagers at each
sportsbook. Past the first 20 million, it
increased to 50¢. Additionally, Chicago
implemented a new 10.25% tax on sports
betting revenue for bets placed within the
city, effective Jan. 1.

In response, the largest sportsbooks in
the state, FanDuel and DraftKings, rolled
out a flat 50¢ fee to all sportsbook custom-
ers. As a result, there were 5 million fewer
wagers placed from Sept. 2025 to Sept.
2024.

Illinois is the only jurisdiction of the 30
states having online sports betting where
a special tax like this has been imposed.
Now, according to gamblinginsider.com,
betters are voting with their feet, and plac-
ing their bets elsewhere. Many are prob-
ably going back to their original bookies.

New data from the Illinois Gaming
Board indicate that the changes are having
a negative impact on the market. In Sep-
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Video gaming terminals

Another gambling tax topic in play
in Chicago is the legalization of video
gaming terminals [VGTs] as part of
the 2026 budget.

The current proposal is that the city
would get 5% of VGT tax revenue,
compared to 30% for the state. The
city already gets 20% from slot ma-
chines at the temporary River North
Bally’s casino in Medinah Temple.

Chicago also faces the loss of rough-
ly $74 million annually from taxes and
annual payments from Bally’s, which
claims its business would be severely
affected. The operator, which is build-
ing the city’s first land-based casino,
also claims that up to 1,050 jobs are
at risk.

tember and October, the number of bets
decreased by 15% and 16% year-over-year,
respectively. For those two months, the
state saw 11 million fewer bets.

With these tax increases, Illinois and
Chicago are both losing out on all of the

Club
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potential revenue from sports betting,
which was why they legalized sports bet-
ting in the first place. By raising taxes,
local officials have shot themselves in the
purse once again.

In response, lawmakers in both chambers
of the Illinois legislature have introduced
competing bills aimed at preempting or
penalizing such local taxes, thereby com-
plicating Chicago’s budget strategy. This
legislative push follows mounting industry
opposition and litigation over the constitu-
tionality of Chicago’s tax plan.

On Jan. 13, Sen. Patrick Joyce [40th] in-
troduced two new bills. Senate Bill 2800
would amend the Sports Wagering Act to
give central authority over sports betting

City to the
Lake to th

to state authorities. This would strip cities
and counties of their power to impose fees
or taxes on the activity.

The bill relies on provisions in the Illi-
nois Constitution to deny and limit home-
rule authority over sports betting. The law
would take effect immediately upon ap-
proval.

The other proposal from Joyce, Senate
Bill 2760, would amend the state Revenue
Sharing Act to penalize any local authority
that imposes surcharges or fees on sports
betting. Any municipality that attempts to
do so will have the total amount collected
through the charge deducted from its Local

BETTING seep. 8

This is how to live in Chicago!

Retire with confidence in the city and a
location you love — just steps from
Lake Michigan's Foster Beach.

The Admiral at the Lake is a not-for-profit
Life Plan Community that offers the
carefree, vibrant and active lifestyle you

want today with the peace of mind of on-site

care should your needs change tomorrow.

If you need a bit of support to continue living
a life of fulfillment and joy, we have immediate
availability in Assisted Living and Memory Support.

Contact us today.
773-433-1801 | theadmiral.org

—— AT THE LAKE——

THE

AD

RAL

929 W. Foster Avenue | Chicago, IL 60640
24*: 00000 =




4 « JANUARY 21 - JANUARY 27, 2026

s T

\'

y;¥“

,.
} 9
1 a0

U-Haul, Atlas Van Line report
on moving, population growth

Texas back on top in 2025,
Illinois 49th

The new state motto for Illi-
nois perhaps should be “Thank
God for California.” Once again
California leads the nation in
population loss, and in 2025, that
kept Illinois safely in 49th place
among the 50 states, according
to annual reports released by U-
Haul and Atlas Van Lines.

Texas and Florida lead the list
of in-migration states on the U-
Haul Growth Index analyzing
one-way customer transactions
during 2025, while California
ranks last with the greatest out-
migration number for the sixth
consecutive year.

Over at Atlas Van Lines, a new
report details how Illinois’ out-
bound migration levels in 2025
again topped the number of new
move-ins to the state, marking
the 17th straight year that trend
has festered.

Despite this, Atlas says over-
all mobility remains low today,
primarily due to affordability
constraints such as the high cost
of homeownership and limited
inventory. The continued volume
of interstate moves, even as the
median age of first-time home-
buyers climbs and home sales
slow.

While this year’s ratio reflects
the smallest gap between new
move-ins and those leaving Illi-
nois since 2008, Atlas nonethe-
less found 54% of the company’s
clients last year were on the move
out of Illinois.

Illinois growth ranks 49th with
in-migration at 48.9% of moves.

U.S. Census Bureau data

shows that Illinois has lost around
420,000 residents since 2020. Re-
cent polling found almost half of
all voters insist they would leave
the state if they had the chance.

Previous Atlas studies highlight
outmigration peaked across the
state in 2023 with 63% of all mov-
ers heading outbound. Pollsters
found residents point to high taxes
as the state’s top issue.

Texas reclaims the title of No. 1
U-Haul growth state for the sev-
enth time in 10 years. It climbs
one spot from its previous ranking
behind South Carolina. Florida,
North Carolina and Tennessee fol-
low Texas as prime destinations.
It’s the same top five from 2024
and 2023, although in a different
order. The top 10 also includes
Washington, Arizona, Idaho, Ala-
bama and Georgia.

Growth formula

U-Haul ranks states by their net
gain (or loss) of customers who
rented a one-way truck, trailer or
U-Box moving containers in one
state and dropped off their equip-
ment in another state.

The U-Haul Growth Index is
compiled from well over 2.5 mil-
lion annual one-way transactions
across the U.S. and Canada.

While rankings may not corre-
late directly to population or eco-
nomic growth, the U-Haul Growth
Index is an effective gauge of how
well states, metros and cities are
attracting and maintaining resi-
dents. The reports is available at
uhaul.com/about/migration.

Oregon enjoys the largest year-
over-year climb on the index,

MOVING see p. 8
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Do politics mix with loan rates?

The
Home
Front

by Don DeBat

A Chicago home buyer or
mortgage borrower seeking to re-
finance in 2026 likely is wonder-
ing why the hard-working head
of the Federal Reserve Board is
being kicked around like a politi-
cal football.

It might be President
Donald Trump doesn’t
like that Fed Chairman
Jerome Powell and oth-
er knowledgeable board
members are slow to
react to his bullish de-
mands for lower interest
rates.

In fairness, previous
U.S. presidents have
grumbled about Fed ac-

Jerome Powell

the mortgage markets to have in-
digestion.”

Powell’s term ends in May of
2026, and Trump’s replacement,
if approved by Congress, will
have to deal with the aftermath.

Going forward, Powell will re-
tain a position on the Fed’s board
of governors until 2028, so he
likely will continue to have an in-
fluence on the direction of inter-
est rates.

Both Sen. Thom Tillis [R-NC]
and Sen. Lisa Murkowski [R-AK]
condemned the effort to intimi-
date Powell. Senate Banking
Committee member Tillis threat-
ened he would not vote to confirm
any of Trump’s future
Fed board nominees if
the Powell legal threat
continues.

Interest rates were
raised by Powell to slow
down inflation created
by massive govern-
ment deficit spending
during the pandemic.
Renowned US econo-
mist Milton Friedman

tions, because electoral
fortunes tend to rise or fall with
the state of the economy.

When President Ronald Reagan
was in the White House in 1981,
this writer vividly recalls for-
mer Fed Chairman Paul Volcker
dramatically hiking mortgage
interest rates to a record 18.63%
on a 30-year fixed home loan to
combat inflation. And, shocked
Chicago home builders marched
to Washington D.C. to lobby Con-
gress for lower rates.

By 1985, thanks to Volcker’s
aggressive action, mortgage rates
fell back to a more affordable 11%
to 11.75% range, and the housing
market bounced back.

History aside, the current Fed
Chairman, Powell now is under
“criminal investigation” by the
Justice Dept.—an attack tool of
the president—in connection with
the rising costs of the multi-bil-
lion dollar renovation of the Fed’s
historic Washington, D.C., office
buildings.

In a video statement last week,
Powell said the probe is a threat
to the independence of the Fed,
and refused to buckle under. He
was backed by former Fed chairs
Alan Greenspan, Ben Bernanke
and Janet Yellen and a bipartisan
group of economic luminaries.

President Trump’s bullying
criminal investigations against
Powell cast another dark cloud over
the nation’s mortgage market.

“Political action related to the
potential loss of Federal Reserve
independence could cause inter-
est rates to rise,” observed vet-
eran mortgage broker Jeremy
Rose, senior lending specialist
for Stonehaven Mortgage. “This
uncertainty is currently causing

in 1994 noted that, “In-
flation is always and everywhere
a monetary phenomenon.” That
price levels increase when too
much money is pumped into the

averaged 5.38% on Jan. 15, down
from 5.46% a week earlier. A year
ago, the 15-year fixed loans aver-
aged 6.27%.

The survey is focused on con-
ventional, conforming, fully am-
ortizing home-purchase loans for
borrowers who place 20% down
and have excellent credit.

Unfortunately for would-be
buyers, prices have continued to
creep upwards, and the trend of
slow existing home-sales invento-
ry continues to drag because tens
of thousands of owners are hang-
ing on to existing 2%, 3% and 4%
mortgages.

Sales of previously occupied
U.S. homes totaled only 4.06 mil-
lion units last year, flat versus
2024, when sales sank to the low-
est level since 1995, reported the
National Assn. of Realtors.

On the positive side, Rose
noted that a borrower in Chicago
who earns $94,080 or less and
has decent credit can qualify for
a mortgage at 5.87% through the
Fannie Mae “Home Ready” pro-
gram or the Freddie Mac “Home
Possible” program. Both plans are
designed to make home financing
more affordable.

“It practically equates to an
interest rate of about a 0.375%

economy due to exces-
sive credit demand. Too
much money chasing
too few goods and ser-
vices.

Like Chicago, Cook
County and Illinois, the
Federal government has
a spending problem. To-
tal US Debt at the start
of the 2008 banking
crisis, and federal bail-
outs - leading to “quan-
titative easing”, i.e.,

Jeremy Rose

of 1% under the mort-
gage rate for borrowers
whose income is above
the threshold,” Rose ex-
plained.

“For borrowers who
earn above the $94,080
income threshold, it
may be possible today to
qualify for a mortgage
at 6.0125% with little to
no closing costs,” Rose
said. Typically, closing
costs—including an ap-

spending - was about $10 trillion.
In the 17 years since then our debt
has grown to $39 trillion. This is
an unsustainable level of federal
deficit spending.

Mortgage rates hit 3-year low

Despite President Trump’s crit-
icism of high interest rates, they
continue to slowly fall.

On Jan. 15, Freddie Mac’s Pri-
mary Mortgage Market Survey
reported that benchmark 30-year
fixed home loan interest rates hit
an average of 6.06% —the lowest
level in three years. A week ear-
lier the rate was 6.16% and a year
ago it was 7.04%, so maybe Pow-
ell really is doing his job.

“The impacts are noticeable, as
weekly home purchase applica-
tions and refinance activity have
jumped, underscoring the ben-
efits for both buyers and current
homeowners,” said Sam Khater,
Freddie Mac’s chief economist.

“It’s clear that housing activ-
ity is improving and poised for a
solid spring sales season.”

Fifteen-year fixed mortgages
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praisal, title insurance charges,
and lender fees—run $3,200 on a
$400,000 loan, Rose said.

Some borrowers ask: What
about mortgage interest-rate buy-
downs? Is it worth paying 1% of
the loan amount to get an interest-
rate buydown? That’s $4,000 on a
$400,000 loan.

“Today, a rate buydown typi-
cally is not ideal because of the
time needed to recoup the cost
and doesn’t really make sense,’
Rose advised. “I believe there are
better uses of a borrower’s money,
such as having cash in hand.”

While rate buydowns are still
being offered by sellers and de-
velopers, Rose said lender-funded
paydowns are more popular now.
“However, with rates lower this
year than last, more borrowers are
just opting for traditional fixed-
rate mortgages,” he said.

For more housing news, visit
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat
is co-author of “Escaping Condo
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide
for condominium living. Visit
www.escapingcondojail.com.
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Cook County property own-
ers can sign up for eBilling for
themselves or family members to
receive property tax bills through
their computers or smart phones
instead of the mail.

The eBilling option offers the
convenience of allowing spous-
es to each receive copies of tax
bills or multiple adult siblings to
receive copies of a parent’s tax
bills.

An eBill is an electronic bill
sent by email. You can sign up for
eBilling at cookcountytreasurer.
com. Scroll down to the bottom of
the webpage and on the left-hand
side you should see a “Contact
us” banner. In the middle you’ll
see a link called, “Sign Up for
Electronic Tax Billing”. Click on
this link to start setting up your
e-billing account.

Setting up an account is easy
and free. Just enter your name,
email address, phone number and
14-digit Property Index Number
or PIN. Then create a password

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Want to go paperless?
eBilling lets you receive tax bills via email

and agree to the terms and con-
ditions. Lastly, reply to an email
from the Cook County Trea-
surer’s office within 72 hours to
confirm your registration and ac-
tivate your eBilling account.

Once you sign up, the paper bill
will stop coming to your home
mailbox, and youwll receive an
email when your bill is ready to
view. You can download your bill,
save a pdf version or print a copy
for your records.

If you don’t receive a confir-
mation email, check your spam
filters and junk email folder to
ensure delivery.

With eBilling, you can still pay
your bill by mail or in person.
Just include the tax bill payment
coupon, which is part of the eBill,
when you pay.

Paying online at cookcoun-
tytreasurer.com transfers funds
electronically from your bank ac-
count.

Once you sign up for eBilling,
you’ll be notified via email when

your next installment bill is
available for online review. And
eBilling users can receive bills
sooner than taxpayers who get
printed bills through the mail.

If a mortgage company
manages an escrow
account and pays your
property tax bill on your
behalf, you can still sign
up for eBilling to access
important information
about your taxes without
affecting your mortgage
company’s ability to pay.

If a mortgage company man-
ages an escrow account and pays
your property tax bill on your
behalf, you can still sign up for
eBilling to access important in-
formation about your taxes with-
out affecting your mortgage com-
pany’s ability to pay.

JANUARY 21 - JANUARY 27,2026 * 5

If you own multiple properties
in Cook County you can enroll
up to 10 Property Index Numbers
under a single eBilling account.
If you want to change the email
address on your eBilling account,
just log in and update your infor-
mation.

Tax bills for a PIN can be sent
to more than one email address,
but each email address requires a
separate eBillling account.

If you forget the password to
your eBilling account, just go to
the eBilling login page at cook-
countytreasurer.com and click on
the “Forgot your password?” link
to receive emailed instructions on
how to reset your password.

And once you go electronic
you can return to paper billing.
Simply log in to your eBilling ac-
count and unsubscribe. But going
paperless is convenient and helps
by saving money on paper and
mailing costs.

Ald. Lawson may quit as interim chair of Zoning Cmte.

Mayor given ultimatum
in late 2025;
Zoning paused in 2026

BY BOB ZULEY

As 2025 was wrapping up busi-
ness in City Hall, freshman Ald.
Bennett Lawson, [44th], gave an
ultimatum to Mayor Brandon
Johnson; Appoint him the perma-
nent chair of the powerful Zoning
Committee, or find someone else
to usher the mayor’s pet develop-
ments through the committee.

Lawson seeks control over the
Zoning Cmte. staff for the time-
consuming job, according to a
Sun-Times report by Fran Spiel-
man. Lawson said he had been
“asked to do more than any other
acting or vice chair has” on a
committee he has called one of
the most complicated to navigate.

Lawson acknowledged that
Johnson may be reluctant to give
him the permanent job because
he’s a first-term City Council

member who is “White and not
part of the mayor’s coalition.”

He is still saddled with four
staffers inherited from ex-Chair-
man Walter Burnett. Lawson has
not been allowed to hire his own
people, noted Spielman.

Lawson is
knowledge-
able of the
role  having
served as
the commit-
tee’s chief of
staff for four

years before
Ald. Bennett becoming an
Lawson Alderman.

He previous-
ly served as interim chair for nine
months.

Mayor Johnson is likely think-
ing ahead to the 2027 mayoral
election and his hope to seat loy-
alists in key City Council com-
mittee chairmanships. Johnson
would like to see Ald. Daniel
La Spata, [1st], as the permanent

Zoning chair, however the ap-
pointment of a permanent chair
is delayed by disagreements with
different factions seeking influ-
ence.

Loyalty goes a long way
in the City Hall bunker
of Mayor Johnson.
As supported by recent
news events, he has
systematically appointed
his own trusted allies
and purged high-level
staff members perceived
as being disloyal.

Loyalty goes a long way in the
City Hall bunker of Mayor John-
son. As supported by recent news
events, he has systematically ap-
pointed his own trusted allies and
purged high-level staff members
perceived as being disloyal.

While Lawson has held the
interim Zoning chair since Aug.

Come out and celebrate winter in Chicago!
Saturday, Jan. 24 ¢ 11am - 3pm Saturday, Feb. 21 - 11am - 3pm

'Northerly Island & Big Marsh Park

1521 S. Linn White Dr.

2025, Johnson must surely re-
member that he endorsed John-
son’s opponent, Paul Vallas, in
the 2023 mayoral election. Law-
son also joined with aldermanic
renegades by passing the alterna-
tive city budget in late 2025 over
the mayor’s wishes.

Lawson has halted Zoning
business in 2026 effectively stall-
ing progress on new business that
will not be able to come before
the City Council for approval.

One timely example of what
the Zoning Committee chair can
do to help usher through the May-
or’s pet projects is the Broadway
Upzoning Framework approved
by the Zoning Cmte. on Oct. 14,
2025. The measure was ultimate-
ly passed by the City Council in
late 2025.

The pending legislation was
twice paused for legal challenges
before Lawson effectively ig-
nored widespread community
opposition and rammed through
passage.

11559 S. Stony Island Ave.
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This newspaper
needs your help

This newspaper vs
Sudler Property
Mngt.

Inside Publications has
hired legal representation to
defend ourselves in Sudler
Property Management’s
defamation suit against
this newspaper.

But lawfare costs money,
and we don't have a lawfare
budget. So we are now
appealing for your help,
and donations.

Below is a link to
a GoFundMe page that
we established to help raise
funds to fight this case in
the Cook County Circuit
Court. The page is titled
“Your Friendly Neighbor-
hood Newspapers.”

We would appreciate you
sharing this link with anyone
in your network who might
like to help out their friendly
neighborhood newspapers.

Visit: www.gofundme.
com/manage/your-friendly-
neighborhood-newspapers.

Subscribing to this news-
paper for online weekly
issues for only $20 a year
will also help. Visit www.
insideonline.com
Prefer to stay offline?
Mail a check to:

6221 N. Clark St.,
Chicago, IL 60640

We are
grateful
for your support

Help support
the freedom
of the press
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Nurse charged with distributing
counterfeit Ozempic

A registered nurse has been
charged in federal court in Chicago
with distributing counterfeit Ozem-
pic.

Sharon Christine Sackman distrib-
uted the counterfeit drugs to three
individuals in Chicago in 2023, ac-
cording to a criminal information
filed in U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of lllinois. The
drugs were labeled as the weight-
loss medication Ozempic, but they
were not manufactured by Ozem-
pic’s manufacturer, Novo Nordisk,
nor did they contain Ozempic’s ac-
tive ingredient semaglutide, the in-
formation states.

Sackman was a registered profes-
sional nurse but was not licensed
by law to prescribe, administer, dis-
pense, or sell Ozempic, the informa-
tion states.

Sackman, 52, who now resides in
Playa del Carmen, Mexico, is charged
with one count of distributing mis-
branded drugs and three counts of
dispensing counterfeit drugs. Each
count is punishable by up to a year
in federal prison. Sackman pleaded
not guilty on Jan. 13 during her ar-
raignment in federal court in Chica-
go. A status hearing is scheduled for
Feb. 3, before U.S. Magistrate Judge
Laura K. McNally.

Killer recorded himself
stabbing sleeping man
on Blue Line train in the Loop
A Chicago man recorded himself
fatally stabbing a sleeping passen-
ger on a CTA Blue Line train in the
Loop Jan. 10, then filmed the af-
termath as the dying man was dis-
covered by transit security officers,
prosecutors said Jan. 13.
Demetrius
Thurman, 21, is
charged with
first-degree mur-
der in the death
of  37-year-old
Dominique Pol-

lion, who was
found unrespon- Demetrius
sive on a Blue _Thurman

Line train at the Clark-Lake station
around 2:17 a.m. Prosecutors said
there is no known relationship be-
tween the men, and the two did not
have any interactions before the at-
tack.

Pollion was sleeping on the train
with his head resting against the
window when Thurman approached
him from behind and began record-
ing on his phone. CTA surveillance
footage and Thurman’s phone video
show Thurman stabbing Pollion
once in the chest near his heart and
a second time in his abdomen, As-
sistant State’s Attorney Mike Pekara
said in a detention filing. After the
attack, Thurman allegedly turned
the phone camera to face himself,
directly capturing his own face in
the video.

Pollion woke up screaming and
backed away down the aisle before
collapsing, according to Pekara.

Thurman walked to a differ-

ent train car but returned to record
again after the train stopped at the
Clark-Lake station. Prosecutors say
he filmed Pollion lying in the aisle
as security officers responded, then
turned the camera back on himself
and stated “somebody got his a**”
before leaving the area.

Pollion was transported to North-
western Memorial Hospital, where he
was pronounced dead from the two
stab wounds.

Chicago police detectives fed CTA
video images through a Secretary of
State facial recognition database to
identify Thurman, Pekara said. Cops
arrested him Jan. 11 at Union Station.

A search warrant executed on his
cellphone allegedly revealed the re-
cordings he made of himself stabbing
Pollion and filming afterward, as well
as photos of other passengers sleep-
ing on the train.

Pekara said Thurman admitted to
stabbing the victim and identified
himself in multiple still images from
before, during, and after the attack.

Judge Susana Ortiz detained Thur-
man pending trial.

Chicago tow truck driver charged
in vehicle theft scheme

A Dept. of Streets and Sanitation
employee is accused of using his posi-
tion as a city tow truck driver to help
thieves steal multiple vehicles, Illinois
Attorney General Kwame Raoul an-
nounced Jan. 15.

Henry Solomon, Jr., 43, provided
vehicle locations and registration in-
formation while he was on-duty to
people who then stole the cars, ac-
cording to Raoul. He said Solomon ac-
cepted payment for the information
in at least one incident.

Solomon faces charges including
unlawful possession of more than
three stolen vehicles, three counts of
vehicle theft conspiracy, four counts
of official misconduct, and three
counts of theft, according to court
records. Prosecutors did not seek to
detain Solomon, who is scheduled
to appear in court again on March 12,
court records show.

“It is especially egregious when an
individual charged with working on
behalf of the public breaks the law
for their own financial gain,” Raoul
said in a statement. “I will continue to
partner with local law enforcement to
hold accountable those who criminal-
ly betray the public’s trust.”

Burglar caught on camera
breaking stolen cash drawer
on CTA platform

CTA surveillance images of the suspect.

Chicago police are searching for
a man they say is responsible for a
series of burglaries targeting North
Side businesses since mid-December,
stopping at least once to break open a
stolen cash drawer on the Argyle CTA
Red Line platform.

CTA surveillance video shows the
burglar repeatedly dropping the cash
drawer on the platform, trying to
break it open after stealing it from a
nearby business on Dec. 14.
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According to CPD, the man has
been linked to at least six more break-
ins at North Side businesses since
that first one, all occurring during
early morning hours. His method is
consistent: forcing or breaking open
business doors, then entering to steal
cash registers and money.

The Argyle Street corridor has been
hit particularly hard. Three burglaries
occurred in the 1100 block of W. Ar-
gyle St., just steps from the CTA Red
Line station where the surveillance
footage was captured. The first inci-
dent on December 14, followed by
two more on Jan. 2.

The pattern continued with break-
ins on January 4 in the 1100 block of
W. Bryn Mawr Ave. and the 1100 block
of W. Granville Ave. The burglar then
struck on Jan. 7 in the 6300 block of
N. Artesian Ave. and most recently on
Jan. 9 in the 6300 block of N. Clare-
mont Ave.

Chicago Police describe the sus-
pect as a Black male between 16 and
25 years old. Detectives are asking
anyone who recognizes the man in
the surveillance footage to contact
Area Three detectives at 312-744-8263
or submit an anonymous tip at CPD-
TIP.com, referencing crime pattern
#P26-3-001.

Two women grabbed from behind
in separate River North attacks

A River North residential manage-
ment company distributed this photo
of the suspect, which they said was
provided by law enforcement.

Two women were attacked from
behind while walking near their River
North homes this week in incidents
that have prompted heightened
awareness along the local riverfront,
according to police reports and resi-
dential building management alerts.

The first attack occurred shortly
after 4 p.m. Saturday when a woman
was grabbed by the neck from behind
as she walked near the river in the 900
block of N, Kingsbury St., according to
a preliminary police report.

The following day, around 2 p.m.
Sunday, a man reportedly put a wom-
an into a headlock from behind as she
walked her dog along the river near
the 700 block of N. Kingsbury St.

Neither victim was robbed or seri-
ously injured. In both cases, the assail-
ant fled when the women screamed.
The motive for the attacks remains
unclear.

Chicago police officers have been
patrolling the area, informing resi-
dents about the incidents. A residen-
tial management company circulated
a surveillance photo of the suspect
that they said was provided by law en-
forcement. So far, though, no arrests
have been announced.

Former Senn High School students
accused of robbing street vendor
at North-Clybourn CTA station

A 20-year-old man from Venezuela
is being detained for allegedly pulling
a gun on a robbery victim at a North
Side Red Line CTA station, with po-
lice saying all four robbery suspects
are believed to be former Senn High
School students.

Josue Rada, also known as Crismar-
din Hernandez, is charged with armed
robbery in connection with a violent
attack that occurred early on July 12
at the top of an escalator at the North-
Clybourn station.

The 24-year-old victim, who works
as a busboy and sells candy and oth-
er items near “The Bean” and other
downtown tourist attractions, had
just finished his shift and was carrying
approximately $1,500 in cash, authori-
ties said.

Chicago police are warning Chi-
cago residents after at least three
Hyde Park-area Honda Civics were
broken into and stripped of their
airbags in recent weeks, that we are
part of a nationwide surge in thefts
driven by a lucrative black market
for the safety devices.

The local thefts occurred be-
tween Jan. 5 and 15 in the 5100
and 5300 blocks of S. Dorchester
Ave. and S. Shore Dr. In each case,
thieves broke vehicle windows and
removed steering wheel airbags
from Honda Civics, according to
the alert.

Airbag theft, particularly from
Honda vehicles, has surged across
many states, with thieves able to
remove the devices in as little as
20 seconds and sell them on the
black market for hundreds of dol-
lars, according to law enforcement
reports and auto body shops. Hon-
da’s popularity makes the brand
a consistent target, with parts in
higher demand for both legitimate
and illegal purposes.

The thefts are driven by the sig-
nificant price gap between legiti-
mate and illicit airbags, according
to the National Insurance Crime
Bureau. The agency reports that
approximately 50,000 airbags are
stolen annually nationwide. Fac-
tory replacement airbags typically

Thieves are stealing airbags from Honda Civics
as national trend arrives in Chicago

cost around $1,000, while black
market alternatives sell for a frac-
tion of that price.

A quick search of Facebook Mar-
ketplace on Jan. 18 found dozens
of Honda airbags being offered for
sale in Chicagoland, with prices
ranging from $120 to $400 apiece.
It is impossible to know if the air-
bags being offered for sale there
are legitimate or stolen.

The surge in thefts is causing
another problem. A backlog in or-
ders for legitimate parts is causing
lengthy delays for crime victims
who need to get their stolen air-
bags replaced. The delays, often
stretching into weeks or months,
have pushed some frustrated own-
ers to turn to the same black mar-
ket economy that caused them to
lose their airbag in the first place.

Another unsavory twist: The Na-
tional Insurance Crime Bureau says
some unscrupulous auto shops
are installing stolen black market
airbags while billing insurance
companies factory replacement
prices.

How can you protect your air-
bag? Experts say you can try park-
ing in a well-lit area and using a
club-style steering wheel lock, but
those options offer limited protec-
tion at best.

Josue Rada, also known as Crismardin Hernandez, is seen inset along with
surveillance images of the robbery suspects.

As he rode up the escalator, two
men at the top shouted slurs at him in
both English and Spanish, calling him
gay and an immigrant, according to a
detention filing. The victim became
increasingly nervous as he neared the
top, then suddenly felt someone take
his wallet from his pants pocket. When
he turned, he saw two more offenders
behind him and someone struck him
in the face, the filing said.

The robbers ran back down the
stairs toward the platform, fleeing
with the victim'’s wallet, identification
cards, passport, and cash.

A passerby accompanied the victim
back to the platform in an attempt to
retrieve the wallet, prosecutors said.
When they encountered the four sus-
pects, one of them, who was not wear-
ing a mask, allegedly approached the
victim, pulled a gun from a backpack,
racked the slide, and pointed it at the
victim. The victim ducked and fled up
the stairs while the group escaped,
prosecutors said.

The victim reported the robbery to
a CTA worker and was transported by
EMS to St. Mary’s Hospital for treat-
ment of a minor head injury.

CTA surveillance footage captured
the robbery, with only one offender
visible without a mask during the
crime, police said. Detectives re-
viewed earlier footage showing the
group boarding at the Grand Red Line
station and jumping turnstiles while
none wore masks, according to deten-
tion documents.

CPD issued a community alert that
included surveillance images of the
four suspects. Three days later, a Senn
High School employee contacted de-
tectives and said he believed he could
identify all four robbers as former stu-
dents of the school, the detention fil-
ing said. Using old student identifica-

tion photos, detectives determined
that Hernandez, also known as
Rada, was the robber who displayed
the gun, prosecutors said.

Police arrested Hernandez this
week when he responded to the
Area Three detective division after
receiving a call about his brother, a
juvenile, being arrested in connec-
tion with the case, according to the
detention paperwork. Judge Ankur
Srivastava ordered Hernandez de-
tained.

Without identifying the juvenile
by name, CPD this week announced
that a 17-year-old boy had been
charged in connection with the CTA
robbery as well as a recent carjack-
ing in Edgewater. No other charges
have been announced in the CTA
case.

Chicago woman sentenced
to six years for participating
in two shootings in one morning

A woman who allegedly served
as the driver during an expressway
shooting and later shot her own
boyfriend in Old Town has been
sentenced to six
years in prison.
Alana Carroll,
23, resolved the
cases by plead-
ing guilty to ag-
gravated battery
by discharging
a firearm and
= = discharging a
firearm toward an occupied vehicle,
court records show.

Prosecutors said Carroll was driv-
ing her SUV with then-22-year-old
Kierra Henderson as her passenger

Alana Carroll
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Vendor to install custom activated
carbon filters for rail cars

The Chicago Transit Authority [CTA]
has a smoking problem. Despite attempts
to quell smoking on trains and buses, the
practice has become an epidemic.

Last week the Chicago Transit Board
approved the awarding of an agreement
with Sandbox Carbon to advance the pilot-
ing of activated carbon filters installed on
eight CTA railcars to mitigate the smell of
cigarette and pot smoke, and other odors
that plague the CTA.

The new filters will reportedly include
substantially more activated carbon than
traditional HVAC filters, which is helpful
in providing a better air filtering.

Over the past few years, CTA has experi-

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

CTA tries pilot filtering plan to tamp down on pot and cigarette smoke

enced a significant increase in the number
of people smoking on vehicles. Smoking
on transit vehicles is not only a violation of
CTA'’s Code of Conduct, it also keeps non-
smokers from using the CTA.

This pilot compliments CTA’s ongoing,
if not lackluster efforts to combat smoking
on trains and buses. Those efforts include
calling in the local police and the CTA’s
own security personnel to confront smok-
ers. They also use both visual and audio
reminders that smoking is prohibited.
Whether more smokers will be ticketed,
or banned from using the CTA is yet to be
seen.

This pilot will address the final element
— mitigating the impact of second-hand
smoke.

Last summer, the CTA sought solutions

that were low maintenance, easily installed
and capable of performing in a variety of
outdoor weather conditions. CTA railcars
in particular present a challenging envi-
ronment for retrofitting new equipment, as
they also needed to be low impact on air-
flow to prevent excess wear on the HVAC
system, while addressing odor by using
filters to capture smelly, harmful particles,
and gases responsible for odors.

The CTA will install Sandbox Carbon’s
activated carbon filters on eight 5000-Se-
ries railcars. These filters will be installed
in the return air ducts, which pull air from
the cabin for the HVAC system and of
which there are four per railcar. Each fil-
ter will have a custom-designed protective
metal grate to prevent debris from enter-
ing. To monitor performance of the filters
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throughout the pilot, CTA will also install
two state-of-the-art industrial air quality
sensors in each railcar that monitor two
common byproducts of cigarette smoke.
These sensors will also monitor air flow-
ing through the HVAC system.

The CTA has funded the one-year pilot
with a stipend not to exceed $65,054.24.
CTA anticipates installation of the custom
filters beginning this spring following a
baseline air quality test to help compare
the effectiveness of the new filters.

CTA will also evaluate the time it takes
for the filters to completely remove the
odor from cigarette smoke in the air and by
ensuring the filters remain effective for the
full period between maintenance cycles.

SMOKE see p. 8

Chicago Meth Task Force report shows pervasive use in

The Chicago Methamphetamine Task
Force, convened in 2020 to address the
impact of methamphetamine use among
Black gay, bisexual, and other same gender-
loving [GBSGL] men in Chicago, recently
released a new report.

The report team initially formed in 2004
in response to the rising methamphetamine
crisis among primarily white gay men, the
Chicago Methamphetamine Task Force
was re-established in 2020, following the
release of the Crystal CLEAR Chicago ar-
ticle. Based on the research of Dr. Keith R.
Green (formerly of Loyola Univ. Chicago),
Crystal CLEAR Chicago served to

document the emerging methamphet-
amine epidemic among Black GBSGL
men.

Developed in collaboration with the Chi-
cago Dept. of Public Health, community-
based organizations, and Black GBSGL
men with, the report offers one of the most

detailed snapshots to date of the intersec-
tion of hard drug abuse, HIV risk, and ac-
cess to care.

Chemsex refers to the use of specific
drugs to enhance and prolong sexual expe-
riences, particularly in the context of par-
ties or group settings. While this practice is
observed in cultures such as kink and LG-
BTQ+ communities, the practice impacts
other communities and cultures.

Central to the report are findings from
a 2023 survey of 244 Black GBSGL men
in Chicago. Nearly half (45.5%) reported
using methamphetamine at some point in
their lives, and 34% reported use within
the past three months.

Among recent users, 95% cited sexual
enhancement as a primary reason for drug
abuse.

Polysubstance use was also common,
increasing health risks—particularly as
methamphetamine is frequently contami-

Timoliiia

Theatre Company

Winner! 2025 Tony Award" Best Revival of a Play
Chicago Premiere Production

“THE PERFECT PLAY
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DISAGREEMENT™

The New Tork Timed
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- Deodiine

directed by
Lili-Anne Brown

January 13 - February 22
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nated with fentanyl. Seventy participants
reported using more than one substance
simultaneously.

Individuals engaging in chemsex face
significant health risks. The primary con-
cern is that the potent nature of the drugs
used can also lead to overdose and toxicity,
with potentially fatal outcomes. Regular
use of these substances can result in addic-
tion, making it difficult to cease use with-
out professional intervention.

Additionally, chemsex is linked to men-
tal health concerns such as anxiety, depres-
sion, and psychosis, often exacerbated by
the comedown effects of the drugs, as well
as increased risk of contracting sexually
transmitted infections, including HIV.

The data also revealed stark gaps be-
tween need and access to care. Participants
reported needing medication assistance,
HIV-specific services, and substance use
treatment, yet only a small fraction re-

Black GBSGL men

ceived support.

Methamphetamine use was most con-
centrated in South Shore, mirroring neigh-
borhoods with some of Chicago’s highest
rates of new HIV diagnoses. But high use
levels were also found on the Near North
Side, Lake View and in Streeterville.

“The growing recognition of chemsex
and its associated challenges highlights
the need for ongoing research, education,
and policy development,” the report states.
“Collaboration among healthcare provid-
ers, community organizations, and policy-
makers is crucial in creating an environ-
ment where individuals can access the
resources they need without fear of stigma
or discrimination.”

Additional support is available via the
Illinois Helpline (833-234-6343 or text
“HELP” to 833234), LinkUp Chicago
(844-942-LINK), and the HIV Resource
Hub (844-482-4040).
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Tea Tasting 101
Feb.7
at DANK Haus

Winter allows people to enjoy
an afternoon of tea. Those tea
timers can join a Teezeit Tea Tast-
ing, hosted in partnership with
DANK Haus and the Chicago Tea
House 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 7.

The tasting will take place in
the Sth floor Skyline Lounge,
4740 N. Western Ave. The guided
tasting costs $35 and introduces
the history, cultivation, and variety
of teas enjoyed around the world.

Guests will sample four teas and
finish the afternoon with cake.

Reservations are requested
by Feb. 4, write to contact@
dankhaus.com, call 773-561-9181,
or visit https:/www.dankhaus.
com/event-6504948.

Dive Bar Classic
is here again,
time to show love
to local dives

Let’s raise a glass to the beloved
havens during the dark of winter.
Places where we escape life’s
harsh realities, and share a few
laughs with friends and strangers.
The Lake View East Dive Bar
Classic for 2026 is back again.

From Feb. 9 through March 1,
guests are invited to celebrate in
10 iconic dive bars that capture
the spirit of Lake View. Partici-
pants will have three weeks to
visit each participating bar, com-
plete the photo scavenger hunt,
and in return, score the highly
coveted Dive Bars t-shirt.

This year’s roster of bars in-
clude Clark Street Dog, 3040 N.
Clark, Parrots Bar & Grill, 754
W. Wellington, Nisei Lounge,
3439 N. Sheffield, Dram Shop,
3040 N. Broadway, Monsignor
Murphy’s, 3019 N. Broadway, Fri-
ar Tuck, 3010 N. Broadway, Jake’s
Pub, 2932 N., Jacqueline’s, 3420
N. Broadway, Joe’s on Broadway,
3563 N. Broadway, and L&L Tav-
ern, 3207 N. Clark.

The cost is $11.79 to partici-
pate. Visit https:/lakevieweast.
com/dive-bar-classic/ for the of-
ficial rules and registration.

KIND-HEARTED from p. 2

of predictable. Of all the contro-
versial monuments under review,
the only ones which remained
removed were the Columbus stat-
ues.

MLK: The Chicago Park Dis-
trict Monday hosted their first-ev-
er Day of Racial Healing events in
celebration of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. These events included
workshops, cultural performanc-
es, opportunities for community
wide discussion, and more. Today,
Jan. 21, from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30
p-m. is the Day of Racial Healing
for Teens, taking place at Maggie
Daley Park, 337 E. Randolph St.,
followed by a Day of Racial Heal-
ing for Families, hosted at Seward
Park, 375 W. Elm St.

BLACK ENSEMBLE
THEATER: The Black Arts
& Culture Alliance of Chicago

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Julia Jacobs with Joey Majumdar.

Mamie Walton and Candace Jordan.

tions in Hawaii.

WHO’S WHERE: Aloha,
Debi Catenacci absorbing Ha-
waiian culture on a beach in Maui,
she’s invented a biscotti that does
her proud... Happy Birthday Sta-

announces a
free town hall
discussion titled
“Chicago’s Black
Arts  Organiza-
tions. What We
Can Do,” 7 p.m.
to 9 p.m. Mon-
day, Feb. 9, at
Black Ensemble
Theater, 4450
N. Clark St. The
event is presented
in association
with  Goodman
Theatre’s 100
Free Acts of The-

Martin Luther King, Jr.

cie McClane, you
bring so much
joy to the world
around you, cel-
ebrating with Ju-
lia Jacobs... Con-
gratulations to
Joel Kim Booster
and John Michael
Sudsing who wed
in San Francisco
after four years
together... Joey
Majumdar taking
a winter break, in
Paris and India...

atre. The discussion, followed by
a light reception, is free and open
to the public. Reservations are
required at bacachi.org/events-
programs.

ON THE SET: Chicago’s
Richard Rose, longtime Broad-
way producer, has a new film
screenplay in production, Me-
dium of Death, which is being
filmed by Jet Progress Produc-

Candace Jordan
has Mamie Walton cozy and
warm, keeping all chills away
from our favorite 97-year-old...
Prayers for the “unsinkable”
Jean SmilingCoyote recuperat-
ing from hip replacement but still
telling the CTA and Metro what
for, she’ll be out dancing soon...
Bruce Leon has officially ended
his campaign for Congress in the
9th District, and chosen to for-

mally endorse Phil Andrews...
sad to hear that Volumes Book-
cafe in Wicker Park is closing at
the end of January. Mary Wis-
niewski spoke at the cafe’s final
event.

ST.BRIGID’S DAY: Jan. 30 is
the Feast of St. Brigid, patroness
of Ireland. The Irish Consulate
will present “Poetry and Conver-
sation with poets Annemarie Ni
Churrean and Rachel Galvin
from Noon to 2 p.m. at Interna-
tional House at the Univ. of Chi-
cago, 1414 E. 59th St.

CABARET: Chicago’s fabu-
lous chanteuse, Irene Michaels,
will perform live on Wednesday
Feb. 18. “An Evening with Irene
Michaels” at The Den Theater -
Heath Main Stage. 1331 N. Mil-
waukee Ave. Showtime 7:15 p.m.

NEWBERRYFEST: The
Newberry Library will host an
event on Saturday, Jan. 24, from
Noon to 3 p.m., designed to help
both new and returning visitors
learn more about the indepen-
dent research library in Chicago’s
Gold Coast. “Winter Newberry-
Fest” is an open house-style event
that will lean into the library’s ex-
tensive collection of maps, dating
from the 1500s through present.

BETTING fromp. 3

Government Distributive Fund.

Both bills were referred to the
Senate  Assignment Commit-
tee, which will determine which
standing committee will review
the bills next.

According to Gambling In-
sider, the Sports Betting Alli-
ance [SBA], which represents the

MMM
BARRY: REGENT
The Quality Cleaners

Designer Handbag

773-348-5510 « 3000 N. Broadway
@ A member of the International Fabricare Institute,

l the association of professional drycleaners and lauderers.

Cleaning

Restore the beauty
and add life to your
designer handbag.
Hand-cleaned
and refinshed
by our
experienced
leather
professionals.

interests of US online gambling
operators, said that the decline is
“alarming evidence that tax hikes
are creating a lose-lose situation”
for everyone.

The SBA has already taken
legal action in response to Chi-
cago’s tax plan. It has argued
that the city lacks constitutional
authority to impose its own levy.
SBA’s lawsuit initially challenged

both the new tax and proposed
licensing requirements, with op-
erators threatening to withdraw
from the Chicago market entirely
if the tax were to take effect.

The city removed the licensing
requirement, which resulted in the
SBA withdrawing its legal action
regarding licensing. Its complaint
relating to the constitutionality of
the proposed tax remains active.

HEIRLOOM BOOKS

6239 N. Clark St., Chicago
= heirloomchicago.com
B 239-595-7426

TWO FLOORS OF CATEGORIZED USED BOOKS
OPEN NOON TO SEVEN « CLOSED MONDAYS

Gs -

». A-A SALVAGE

Radiators, Boilers and Heating

CALL 773-818-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave.

NewberryFest arrives as a cur-
rent exhibition, Mapping Outside
the Lines, takes visitors through a
vast array of maps from mundane
textbooks to avant garde art.Win-
ter NewberryFest will take place
on the first floor of the library, 60
W. Walton Place, with a wide va-
riety of activities that are free and
open to all.

Watch a sunrise at least once
a year. --Sister Lamberta, O.P.

tog515@gail.com

MOVING from p. 4

ranking 11th as a net-gain state in
2025 after ranking 34th as a net-
loss state in 2024 — a jump of 23
positions. Other notable gainers
include Mississippi (+18 spots),
Colorado (+17), Nevada (+15),
New Mexico (+15), Louisiana
(+13) and Montana (+12).

Ohio has the largest YOY drop
on the index, falling 29 positions
to 43rd as a net-loss state in 2025
after ranking 14th as a net-gain
state in 2024.

Geography and politics

Sunshine and warm weather
remain appealing to the mov-
ing public, based on the top 10
growth states. Eight of the top
10 states enjoy a southern geog-
raphy. Six are in the Southeast,
including four of the top five.

Conversely, eight of the bottom
10 states are northern states. Five
of those out-migration markets
are in the Northeast and three are
in the Midwest.

Blue-to-red state migration, a
hotly debated political topic that
became more pronounced after
the pandemic of 2020, continues
to be a discernable trend.

Seven of the top 10 growth
states currently feature Republi-
can governors, and nine of those
states went red in the last presi-
dential election.

Conversely, nine of the bottom
10 growth states feature Demo-
crat governors, and seven of those
states went blue in the last presi-
dential election.

SMOKE fromp. 7

Sandbox Carbon is a small
Chicago-based firm that
specializes in scrubbing pollut-
ants from fossil-fuel combustion
exhaust sources and turning it into
inert minerals, said Aaron Rose,
CEO and co-founder of Sandbox
Carbon. “This project will test our
advanced odor control technol-
ogy while fitting seamlessly into
existing CTA operations, helping
make public transportation more
comfortable.”

News tips?

Call 773-465-9700
Confidentialit

guaranteed.



Acclaimed singer and actress Patti LuPone
will perform love songs during the “Matters of
the Heart” concert Jan. 31 at the Auditorium
Theatre.

Patti LuPone
to perform
‘Matters of the Heart’

on Jan. 31
BY BOB KITSOS

The iconic Auditorium Theatre, 50
E. Ida B. Wells Dr., will be the site of a
special performance of a legendary singer,
actress for one night only. Three-time Tony
Award winner Patti LuPone will perform
in a theatrical concert at 7:30 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 31. The concert is conceived and
directed by Scott Williams, with musical
direction by Joseph Thalken.

During the solo concert, “Matters of
the Heart,” LuPone will perform more
than two dozen love songs ranging from
Broadway favorites to works by contempo-
rary songwriters. Musical selections will
explore themes of the crimes, affairs, and
mysteries of the heart.

The singer actress is well-known for her
performances in the title role in “Evita” (re-
portedly chosen over 200 others), as Rose
in “Gypsy” and dozens of other Broadway
musicals and dramas since taking to the
stage in 1972.

LuPone was inducted to the American
Theatre Hall of Fame in 2006 and re-
ceived two Grammy Awards and two Ol-
ivier Awards. She won Tony Awards for
Best Actress in a Musical for “Evita” and
“Gypsy” and Best Featured Actress in a
Musical for “Company.”

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS
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Quigley was the conservative in 1991

In a [Jan. 14] story, Bob Zuley writes
about possible candidates running for may-
or in Chicago’s next mayoral election. He
mentions that U.S. Rep. Mike Quigley has
already declared his interest in running for
mayor. Zuley proceeds to give some back-
ground on Quigley while painting him as a
strong liberal who had backed Joe Biden’s
agenda 100% of the time in congress.

He did not include however, Quigley’s
1991 aldermanic race in Uptown where
he ran against the very liberal former Ald.
Helen Shiller. Quigley in that race had

Mayor Daley’s support and as a candidate
attacked Shiller for being anti-Daley and
too left wing for the uptown neighbor-
hood.

Quigley was clearly the more conserva-
tive candidate. Shiller defeated Quigley
fairly easily in the subsequent election
and he did not run against her again in later
aldermanic elections.

Fred Case
Lakeview

Everybody likes a good deal

There is an old saying in real estate that
you make your money when you buy. Ev-
erybody likes a good deal, so the expres-
sion rings true. But the opposite is just as
true: you can also lose your money when
you buy.

The [Jan. 14] reporting on the asset swap
involving the St. Regis Chicago project is
instructive. Designed by a renowned archi-
tect and rising more than 100 stories above
the city, the building looks spectacular and
keeps the trades busy. Yet several ultra-
luxury condominium units—many span-
ning several thousand square feet—never
cleared the open market. Instead, they were
transferred in bulk as part of an unrelated
settlement. That is not price discovery; it
is real estate used as currency for another
deal.

This tower was never designed to

deliver housing at scale. Typical residential
floors contain only two or three oversized
units, each requiring pricing high enough
to justify tower-sized construction costs.
When that pricing fails, units do not gradu-
ally adjust—they move off-market in bulk
transactions.

Tall luxury towers serve a purpose. They
shape skylines, showcase design ambition,
and support construction employment. But
they do not meaningfully advance attain-
able housing. If that is the goal, the evi-
dence points in a different direction: small-
er buildings and homes sized and priced
for real demand and demographics.

For housing that actually works, it’s bet-
ter to look closer to the ground.

Tim Carew
Old Town

POLICE BEAT fromp. 6

when Carroll struck a Chevy Malibu occupied by
two other women on North Ave. near Sedgwick
St.

Both vehicles pulled over and all four wom-
en exited their cars. Officials said an argument
ensued, but the women in the second car left
the scene after one of them thought they saw
Henderson clutching a gun in her waistband.

Prosecutors said Carroll pursued the women

again, striking the Malibu two more times and
chasing it onto the inbound Kennedy Expy.
As she pulled alongside the other car near the
Eisenhower Expy. ramp, Henderson pulled out a
gun and fired shots at the vehicle, a CPD report
stated. There were no reported injuries, but the
Malibu sustained bullet damage.

Prosecutors said Carroll and Henderson then
returned to Old Town, where they crossed paths
with Carroll’s boyfriend in the 1400 block of N.
Orleans.

Witnesses told police they saw the 35-year-
old boyfriend arguing with two women in a
white SUV — allegedly Carroll and Henderson
— and then heard gunfire as the man collapsed
with a gunshot wound to his leg and the SUV
sped away.

Prosecutors claimed Carroll used Henderson's
gun to shoot her boyfriend, and surveillance vid-
eo allegedly showed her returning the firearm to
Henderson after the shooting.

Officers in the area quickly stopped Carroll’s
SUV and arrested both women. Police said they
found a gun inside Henderson's purse, along
with her firearm owner’s license. Prosecutors
stated that although Henderson could legally
own guns with the license, she lacked a permit
to carry a concealed weapon.

Judge Aleksandra Gillespie sentenced Carroll
to six years for the aggravated battery charge
and a concurrent four years for the aggravated
discharge count. Carroll must serve 85% of
the battery sentence before being eligible for
release in April 2029.

S Gregory . Lindeman
Founder/Director
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Henderson continues to fight the allegations
against her.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com

Support real crime reporting by subscribing
to this newspaper for only $20 per year.
Visit www.insideonline.com

City won't bother enforcing
the regulations

I was puzzled when I read this paragraph
in Bob Zuley’s [Jan. 14] article [“Renegade
aldermen’s new ‘Congestion Tax’ takes
hold”]:

“Rideshare rides to a specific destina-
tion address may not be possible because
of the city-prohibition of rideshare vehicles
to temporarily enter into any privileged
bicycle lanes, or designated bus routes, to
discharge or pick-up passengers. These
designated zones are enforced by citation
and carry a substantial fine.”

A bike lane and bus lane converge al-
most in front of Centro Romero, at 6216 N.
Clark. The southbound bus stop at Gran-
ville is positioned hard to the south of the
island built to both protect the privileged
bike lane and provide some parking. Yet
vehicles interfacing with Centro Romero
routinely use the tip of this island as a
loading zone, blocking both the bike and
bus lanes. The city has refused to post a
sign saying “No Stopping/No Standing/No
Parking.”

Of course, a sign there isn’t needed to ban
parking in bus or bike lanes. This location
is just over two blocks from the 24th Dis-
trict police station, but the the Dept. of Fi-
nance and the Chicago Police Dept. [CPD]
refuses to enforce the parking regulations
here, passing up the opportunity to collect
fines from scores of tickets. If CPD won’t
bother enforcing the regulations here, why
should rideshare drivers worry about en-
forcement in this new “Congestion Zone”?

Jean SmilingCoyote
West Ridge

Write a

Letter to the Editor
at insideonline.com
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UPDATE fromp. 1

is a public figure by virtue of our
July 3 article itself, as Sudler con-
tends, but that Sudler is a public
figure because of its conduct prior
to the article’s publication.

We did not create Sudler’s pub-
lic role; we reported on it. That’s
what newspapers do.

We also corrected an unforced
Sudler error, in that their com-
plaint is not based on a July 14,
2025 news story, as they claimed,
but a story we published on July
3,2025.

That July 3 article described
concerns affecting Illinois’ 19,750
unregulated community associa-
tions serving roughly 3.9 million
residents, which serve nearly 30%
of the state’s population that are
putting countless homeowners—
especially the elderly and dis-
abled—at risk of financial hard-
ship and housing insecurity.

Our article describes an
expert’s efforts toward legislative
and regulatory reform and refer-
ences a ‘“failed Homeowners’
Association Bill of Rights Act.”

These are the hallmarks of a
newsworthy public controversy—
an issue that is being actively
debated in the public square with
significant implications for a
substantial portion of the com-
munity.

We argue the alleged defama-
tion in the July 3 article — “was
germane to [Sudler’s] role in
the controversy.” The article
describes Sudler’s involvement
in the controversy over HOA
financial governance and discuss-
es Sudler’s alleged conduct as
an example of broader systemic
problems with management com-
panies having “too much power
over the professional consultants”
and “running the show, not the
board.” The Complaint and the
article itself establish this factor
as a matter of law.

Stop cleaning-out
your gutters
this season

EXPIRES SOON

What were you thinking?

This newspaper seeks the dis-
missal of Sudler’s defamation
claim because Sudler failed to
plead sufficient facts establish-
ing that [this newspaper] made
the alleged defamatory statement
with actual malice. We argue that
Sudler has failed to allege actual
malice because it has not provided
factual support for its conclusory
reference to the actual malice
standard in its Complaint.

We note that our article itself
undermines any attempt to claim
actual malice. Actual malice
requires “knowledge of falsity or
reckless disregard for the truth,”
which is a “subjective state of
mind” standard.

Sudler acknowledges in its
Complaint that the July 3 article
relies on a “forensic audit” pre-
pared by an ‘“expert witness,’
“whose testimony went unchal-
lenged in court.” Sudler does not
allege that Skyline had any reason
to doubt its accuracy at the time
of publication.

In our pleading, we note that
“Sudler asks the Court to twist
the actual malice standard from
a state of mind standard into a
requirement that any entity men-
tioned in an article be given edi-
torial control. Actual malice is a
speech-protective principle that
sets a high bar for defamation
claims by plaintiffs who have
the prominence to publicize their
own side of a story.”

The actual malice principle is
a protection for defendants, not
an avenue for plaintiffs to require
a publisher to tell a story in the
manner they would prefer.

Along these same lines, we
argue that Sudler misconstrues
the actual malice standard when
it argues that our request for
documents in a follow-up July
14 article shows our “lack of
investigation.” Our July 14 ar-
ticle makes clear that the article
is our response to Sudler’s own

L
AN ADDITIONAL
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claim that it possessed “audited
statements” that it never disclosed
to us. In that article we invited
“Sudler and their attorneys to
meet with us—on the record—to
present the evidence they claim
exists.” In our July 3 story we
noted that Sudler had already liti-
gated to defend its refusal to turn
over the records in question to a
resident of 175 E. Delaware.

So on Friday, we reiterated our
request that the Court dismiss the
Complaint in its entirety because
Sudler is a limited purpose pub-
lic figure and has failed to plead
actual malice.

People talk
We think Sudler’s tortious
interference claim is entirely

deficient. Sudler offers virtually
no real argument regarding the
claim.

Sudler states only, without fur-
ther analysis or support, that it has
“pleaded all of the necessary ele-
ments.” This bare assertion does
not save the claim.

To state a claim for intentional
interference with  prospective
economic advantage, a plaintiff
must allege all elements with
detailed particularity. Sudler does
not allege any of the elements in
its Complaint.

Sudler refers to “at least five
of its current clients express-
ing concern and confusion over
the claims made in the Article.”
But Sudler does not make any
such allegation in the Complaint.
Regardless, that unsworn, post-
hoc statement is inadequate to
make a claim.

Sudler does not identify the
alleged five clients, does not al-
lege any prospective (as opposed
to current) business relationships,
does not allege that any client ter-
minated or declined to enter into a
relationship with Sudler, and does
not allege that we took any action
directed at any specific client.

An expression of “concern and

" PR

confusion” is not the same as
terminating a business relation-
ship or declining to enter into
one.

Tortious interference requires
an allegation that the defendant’s
conduct actually caused the loss
of a specific business opportunity,
not mere speculation that clients
might have been concerned.

This newspaper would
like to again thank all
those who have stood
by us, and even donated
money to support
our legal fight.

Sudler’s quick reaction in fil-
ing its lawsuit on July 16, 2025,
so soon after the publication of
the July 3 article, suggests it’s
implausible that the detailed ele-
ments of a claim of tortious in-
terference with prospective eco-
nomic advantage occurred in that
short amount of time, based on
an article in a free neighborhood
newspaper.

Rather the compressed time-
line suggests that Sudler was mo-
tivated to file this lawsuit to pun-
ish your friendly neighborhood
newspaper, and chill protected
speech about matters of public
importance, rather than to redress
a legally recognized harm.

Sudler’s hurt feelings and claim
for tortious interference is inade-
quate as a matter of law.

Sudler also fails to address the
constitutional protections that
prevent it from trying to plead
garden-variety torts like tortious
interference based on protected
speech. A plaintiff cannot avoid
the protections of the actual mal-
ice standard by attempting to
characterize a defamation claim
as another type of tort.

Thanks to all our pals

This newspaper would like to
again thank all those who have
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Erie Roofing Since 1976

" LIMITED TIME OFFER

50% OFF

Installation

FREEESTIMATE
SCHEDULE TODAY!

stood by us, and even donated
money to support our legal fight.
The outpouring from friends and
strangers alike has been hum-
bling. They’re still coming in. Just
last Friday we received a $150
donation from a reader who took
the opportunity to also critique a
few of our other stories.

This public support has boost-
ed our morale and given us lots
of hope.

Donations have come from
all over town, and even down-
state. The Illinois Press Assoc.
has also pitched in in a big way,
and we even had one out of state
donation, arriving here all the way
from Arkansas - thanks Elise!

SAFE-T fromp. 3

because our goal is always to try
to make things better. It’s work-
ing. But can it be better?”

After Welch’s comments were
published, we asked Beach’s
office whether evaluating or
improving the SAFE-T Act is
part of the assignment given to
the electronic monitoring panel
and whether the chief judge was
preparing a separate report with
recommendations for changes to
the law.

“The answer to both questions,”
a spokesperson for the chief judge
said, “is, simply, no.”

Republicans, meanwhile, say
they are not waiting. House
Minority Leader McCombie told
CNI that her caucus has already
submitted proposed changes to
the governor.

“We want to be able to offer
some solutions,” McCombie said.
“They can own it and take it and
run with it, but we want to make
sure to give them the tools.”

According to CNI, Republi-
can proposals include expanding
detention eligibility to cover all
felonies rather than only vio-
lent ones, allowing judges to re-
voke pretrial release if a person
commits any new crime while
released, removing language that
permits people on pretrial home
confinement to move freely two
days each week, and creating
a presumption of detention for
defendants charged with crimes
against minors.

Welch’s office did not respond
to a request for comment and
clarification of his statements.

Get a FREE full gutter inspection and
estimate: 1-855-595-2102 rromo: 285

+See Representative for full warranty details. *Promotional offer includes 15% off plus an additional 10% off for qualified veterans and/or seniors. No ob-
ligation estimate valid for T year. TSubject to credit approval. Call for details. AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678,
IA 127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225, MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN
IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229, OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383,

RI'GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNWB22JZ, WV WV056912.

CALLTODAY!1.833.370.1234

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon
behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the
offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates
and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL
list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.
com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/

News tips?

Call 773-465-9700

Confidentiality guaranteed
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING LLC

Plaintiff

vs.

LAONGKWAN PINYAPAP, SHORELINE PARK
CONDOMINIUM ~ ASSOCIATION,  UNKNOWN
OWNERS AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendant

25 CH 5471

CALENDAR 58

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to
a Judgment of Foreclosure entered in the above
entitied cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion will on February 18, 2026, at the hour 11:00
a.m., Intercounty's office, 120 West Madison Street,
Suite 718A, Chicago, IL 60602, sell, in person, to
the highest bidder for cash, the following described
mortgaged real estate:

P.I.N. 14-08-412-040-1309.

Commonly known as 4970 N. MARINE DR., APT
921 CHICAGO, IL 60640.

The real estate is: condominium residence. The
purchaser of the unit other than a mortgagee shall
pay the assessments and the legal fees required
by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 189.5
of the Condominium Property Act.. If the subject
mortgaged real estate is a unit of a common inter-
est community, the purchaser of the unit other than
the mortgagee shall pay the assessments required
by subsection (g-1) of Section 189.5 of the Con-
dominium Property Act. Sale terms: At sale, the

bidder must have 10% (or 25% if so ordered in the
Judgment of Foreclosure) down by certified funds,
balance within 24 hours, by certified funds. No re-
funds. The property is sold AS IS subject to all liens
or encumbrances. The property will NOT be open
for inspection. Prospective bidders are admonished
to check the circuit court case record, property tax
record and the title record to verify all information
before bidding. IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO
REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION,
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(c)
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE
LAW.

For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's
Attorney, Marinosci Law Group, PC, 2215 Enter-
prise Drive, Suite 1512, Westchester, lllinois 60154.
(312) 940-8580. 25-02477

INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION

intercountyjudicialsales.com

13279608

141414

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVI-
SION

LOANDEPOT.COM, LLC,

Plaintiff,

-
KATHRYN F CARROLL; 6118 SHERIDAN ROAD
CONDOMINIUM HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION,
Defendants.

2024CH09153
6118 NORTH SHERIDAN ROAD, UNIT 2086,
CHICAGO, IL 60660
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on 7/30/2025, an agent of Auction.
com, LLC will conduct the Online Only auction at
www.auction.com, with the bidding window open-
ing on 2/2/2026 at 10:00 AM CDT and closing on
2/4/2026 at 10:00 AM subject to extension, and will
sell at public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth
below, the following described real estate.
Commonly known as 6118 NORTH SHERIDAN
ROAD, UNIT 206, CHICAGO, IL 60660
Property Index No. 14-05-210-023-1010
The real estate is improved with a Condominium.
The judgment amount was $91,702.39
Sale Terms: Full Sale Terms are available on

the property page at www.auction.com by entering
6118 NORTH SHERIDAN ROAD, UNIT 206 into
the search bar. If sold to anyone other than the
Plaintiff, the winning bidder must pay the full bid
amount within twenty-four (24) hours of the auc-
tion’s end. All payments must be certified funds. No
third-party checks will be accepted. All bidders will
need to register at www.auction.com prior to placing
a bid. The subject property is subject to general real
estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale
without any representation as to quality or quantity
of title and without recourse to plaintiff and in “AS
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a certificate of sale that will en-

title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and

plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property, prospective bidders are admonished
to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by the Condominium property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9 (g)(I) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by the Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701 (C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information, contact Plaintiffs attorney: Mc-
Calla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLP (312) 346-9088
please refer to file number 24-19474IL.
Auction.com, LLC
100 N LaSalle St., Suite 1400, Chicago, IL 60602
- 872-225-4985
You can also visit www.auction.com.

Attorney File No. 24-19474IL

Case Number: 2024CH09153

NOTE: PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COL-
LECTION PRACTICES ACT, YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY IS DEEMED
TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OB-

TAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
8277-960985

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
FEDERAL HOME LOAN MORTGAGE CORPO-
RATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR THE BENEFIT OF
THE FREDDIE MAC SEASONED CREDIT RISK
TRANSFER TRUST, SERIES 2021-2,

Plaintiff

vs.

JOSEPH E GOHNDRONE, SHERIDAN BOARD-
WALK CONDOMINIUM ~ ASSOCIATION, ~ UN-
KNOWN OWNERS GENERALLY, AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS

Defendant

25CH2110

CALENDAR 63

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to
a Judgment of Foreclosure entered in the above
entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion will on February 10, 2026, at the hour 11:00
a.m., Intercounty's office, 120 West Madison Street,
Suite 718A, Chicago, IL 60602, sell, in person, to
the highest bidder for cash, the following described
mortgaged real estate:

P.LN. 14-05-210-020-0000; a/k/a 14-05-210-025-
1036; a/k/a 14-05-210-025-1046.

Commonly known as 6102 N. Sheridan Rd., Apt
506, Chicago, IL 60660.

The real estate is: condominium residence. The
purchaser of the unit other than a mortgagee shall
pay the assessments and the legal fees required
by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 9 of the

Condominium Property Act.. Sale terms: At sale,
the bidder must have 10% (or 25% if so ordered
in the Judgment of Foreclosure) down by certified
funds, balance within 24 hours, by certified funds.
No refunds. The property is sold AS IS subject
to all liens or encumbrances. The property will
NOT be open for inspection. Prospective bidders
are admonished to check the circuit court case
record, property tax record and the title record to
verify all information before bidding. IF YOU ARE
THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR
30 DAYS AFTER THE ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF
POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SEC-
TION 15-1701(c) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's
Attorney, Altman, Strautins & Kromm, LLC d/b/a
Kluever Law Group, 200 North LaSalle Street, Suite
1880, Chicago, lllinois 60601. (312) 236-0077.
SPS002248-25FC2

INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION

intercountyjudicialsales.com

13279342

070707

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
‘We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700
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Deadline: 5pm Mondays

Autos Wanted

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax
deductible. Call 800-245-0398

Car For Sale

2003 HONDA ODYSSEY $800; New Brakes, Fresh
Synthetic OIL, Heavy Tires, WORK VAN. (NO Rear
Seats), high miles, but RUNS n RUNS n RUNS. Call
John at 773-818-0808.

Commercial Space for Rent

Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 800 to
1000 square feet, $15 per foot / UP. Three-year
lease @ $15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven
funds. 773-772-0808 please leave message.

Coins

North Michigan Ave.
Gold & Coin Buyer

BRIAN ANDREW & ASSOC.

« In business over 40 years «

333 North Michigan Ave.
Suite 1032

T Chicago, Il 60601

%% 312 5418320

—

We can come to you
www.andrewcoin.com

TO ADVERTISE
Call
773-465-9700

Bath
Remodel

Jacuzzi.
Safety. Style.

Stress-Free
Installation.

CALL NOW
1.866.753.9521

]
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Furniture Removal/
Junk Removal

A Red’s Hauling Service
Removal of unwanted items
from Basements, Garages, Attics,
Businesses, Estate Clearance

Senior Citizen Discount
FREE ESTIMATES
773-616-0979
redshaulingservice.com

Pilsen Express Junk Removal
Serving the greater
Chicagoland Area
Junk removal we cover
« Furniture/appliance pickup
+ Residential cleanouts (homes, garages,
attics, basements)

« Commercial cleanouts
(offices, retail stores)

« Construction debris removal
« Eco-friendly recycling
and donations
(TVs, any type of electronics)
“No job is too big or too small—we
handle them all.” Affordable rates.
Call or send a photo to
(312) 961-0498
for a fast & free quote!

Snowblowers for sale, multiple choices, only $103.
Call John, 773-818-0808

Garages/Garage Doors

FAMILY KASTANOVA INC.
GARAGE DOOR SERVICES
Overhead Garage Doors
Electric Openers
Installation and Repairs
(773) 744-6101 (cell)
(630) 717-5329
www.familykastanovainc.com

Heating & Cooling

ALL HOME
PROJECTS

Heating & Cooling
Any Repairs
New Installations
Electrical
Senior Discounts
Licensed and Insured

708-680-6161

OVARIAN cancer after use of TALC products such
as BABY POWDER or SHOWER TO SHOWER,
you may be entitled to compensation. Contact
Charles Johnson 1-800-535-5727

Janitorial

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rat-
ing COMMON AREAS CLEANING:

OFFICE CLEANING - CARPET
CLEANING + POWER WASHING -
SNOW REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Miscellaneous

Become a published author. We want to read your
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920.
Consultation, production, promotion & distribution.
Free author's guide 877-729-4998 or dorranceinfo.
com/ads

Consumer Cellular - same reliable, nationwide
coverage as large carriers. No long-term contract or
hidden fees, free activation. All plans unlimited talk
& text starting at just $20/mo. 877-751-0866

No more cleaning gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter
backed by no-clog guarantee & lifetime warranty.
Call 1-833-610-1936 to schedule FREE inspection/
estimate. Get 15% off your entire order. Military &
Seniors get additional 10% off. Limited time. Re-
strictions apply, see rep for details.

Peace of mind & early detection - Now more than
ever, it's important to get screened for Stroke &
Cardiovascular Disease risk. Life Line Screening is
simple & painless. 833-970-4172

Portable oxygen concentrator may be covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence & mobility w/the
compact design & long-lasting battery. Inogen One
free info kit! 877-305-1535

Reach millions of homes nationwide with one easy,
affordable buy in the ADS Network! For more infor-
mation  www.communitypublishers.com/category/
all-products

Replace your roof w/the best looking & longest last-
ing material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles/
multiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited time offer up to 50% off install +
additional 10% off install military, health & 1st re-
sponders. 833-370-1234

TOP DOLLAR PAID for old vintage guitars! Gibson,
Fender, Martin, Grecsch, Rickenbacker, Epiphone,
Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. Call 866-433-8277

We buy houses for cash as is! No repairs or fuss.
Any condition. Easy 3-step process: Call, get cash
offer, get paid. Get your fair cash offer today. Liz
Buys Houses: 844-877-5833

Health/Personal Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage at 1200 W. 35th St.,
773-247-3000, is opening lockers:
(1C2051) Dionna Cannon,

(4C4204) Shannon Bonner, (4C4205) Shannon
Bonner, (3C3237) Shannon Bonner, (3D3381)
Shannon Bonner, (1C2071) David Brown,
(1C2099) David Brown, (1D1382) Cairra Cortez,
(3F3617) Kathleen Cummings, (4C4183) Lilia
Hristeva, (3F3613) Donna Ingersol, (3D3303) Mark
Jaroszewski, (3F3538) Dayo Laoye, (3E3444)
Richard Meehan, (3C3242) Richard Meehan,
(3F3579) Eli Merritt, (3E3471) Kevin Regnier,
and (3F3628) Giles Travis
for public sale of miscellaneous items.

This sale is to be held on Thursday,
January 29, 2026, at 2:00 pm. Cash only.

Services

CHESTNUT ORGANIZING
AND CLEANING SERVICES:
especially for people who need an
organizing service because of de-
pression, elderly, physical or mental
challenges or other causes for your
home’s  clutter, disorganization,
dysfunction, etc. We can orga-
nize for the downsizing of your
current possessions to more eas-
ily move into a smaller home.
With _your help, we can or-
ganize and clean for the de-
ceased in lieu of having the
bereaved needing to do the prepa-
ration to sell or rent the deceased’s
home. We are absolutely not judge-
mental; we've seen and done “worse”
than your job assignement. With your
help, can we please help you?
Chestnut Cleaning Service: 312-
332-5575.
www.ChestnutCleaning.com

EYE CARE

B D=«
[FSUPERIOR EYECAREH
SINCE 1987
Affordable Prices
Prescription Remake
Guarantee

Making Eyeglasses in 1 Hour

Free Eye Exam with Purchase

of a Complete Pair of Glasses
We accept County Care

2R 7735251601
1152 W. Diversey Parkway

TOOL LIQUIDATION

:TOOL

LIQUIDATION
Welder Generator

Drain Rodder

Ridgid Threading Machine
Tank Torch Set

Ridgid Plumbing Tools

1 (773-818-0808|

| 101supplyok@gmail.com

RECYCLED - CHEAP
‘ EE N N - - .-

To Advertise

Call
773-465-9700

VIST OUR SHOWROOM TODAY

ADVANCED WINDOW CORP.

AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN WINDOWS & DOORS
MANUFACTURING & SALES

GLASS & SCREEN REPAIRS DONE FA

4935 W. Le Moyne St., Chicago, IL 60651
773-379-3500 www.advancedwindow.com

Cook County - Chicago

Nice room w/ stove, fridge
& bath. Near ALDI,
Walgreens, beach, Red
Line & buses. Elevator &
Laundry. $149/wk and up.
773-275-4442

Sleeping Rooms

Cook County - Chicago

BIG ROOM with stove,
fridge, bath & nice wood
floors. Near Red Line &
Buses. Elevator & Laundry,
Shopping. $139/wk.
773-561-4970

Cook County - Chicago

Clean room, refrigerator,
microwave, near Oak Park,
Food-For-Less, Walmart,
Walgreens, Laundry,
Buses and Metra.
$140.00 a week and up.
$595.00 a month and up.
773-637-5957

Rogers Park Township Real Estate For Sale
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212121

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
J.P. MORGAN MORTGAGE ACQUISITION
CORP.

Plaintiff,

-
JOSETTE H. TERRELL A/K/A JOSETTE TER-
RELL, ILLINOIS HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORITY, CITY OF CHICAGO, VELOCITY IN-
VESTMENTS, LLC, SYMPHONY OF EVANSTON
HEALTHCARE, LLC, 1239-41 WEST JARVIS
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION

Defendants

2023 CH 00436

1241 WEST JARVIS AVE #G2

CHICAGO, IL 60626

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on June 12, 2023, an agent for
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM
on February 13, 2026, at The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R,
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following
described real estate:

Commonly known as 1241 WEST JARVIS AVE
#G2, CHICAGO, IL 60626

Property Index No. 11-29-315-027-1010

The real estate is improved with a residential con-
dominium.

The judgment amount was $32,353.45.

Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff,
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted.
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is

due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special
assessments, or special taxes levied against said
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without
recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS" condition. The
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal
fees required by The Condominium Property Act,
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property

is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport, etc.)
in order to gain entry into our building and the fore-
closure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact Alexander Potestivo,
POTESTIVO & ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's At-

torneys, 223 WEST JACKSON BLVD, STE 610,
Chicago, IL, 60606 (312) 263-0003. Please refer to
file number 316501.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

POTESTIVO & ASSOCIATES, P.C.

223 WEST JACKSON BLVD, STE 610

Chicago IL, 60606

312-263-0003

E-Mail: ilpleadings @potestivolaw.com

Attorney File No. 316501

Attorney Code. 43932

Case Number: 2023 CH 00436

TJSC#: 45-3290

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is

deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 2023 CH 00436

13279699
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Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
‘We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700
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212121

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
MORTGAGE ASSETS MANAGEMENT, LLC
Plaintiff,

-
MICHAEL A. IGNACIO, AS INDEPENDENT AD-
MINISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE OF ARTEMIO D.
IGNACIO, MICHAEL A. IGNACIO, MARIA C. GOR-
DON, THERESA JANE IGNACIO, RICHARD N. IG-
NACIO, UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF
ARTEMIO D. IGNACIO JR., LAKE POINT TOWER
GARAGE =~ CONDOMINIUM  ASSOCIATION,
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - SECRETARY
OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT,
LAKE POINT TOWER CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIA-
TION, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD
CLAIMANTS

Defendants

2024 CH 00453

505 NORTH LAKE SHORE DRIVE, UNIT 6512
CHICAGO, IL 60611

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on February 10, 2025, an agent
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM
on February 9, 2026, at The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R,
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following
described real estate:

Commonly known as 505 NORTH LAKE SHORE
DRIVE, UNIT 6512, CHICAGO, IL 60611

Property Index No. 17-10-214-016-1019

The real estate is improved with a residence.

Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff,
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted.

The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special
assessments, or special taxes levied against said
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without
recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS" condition. The
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after
confirmation of the sale.

Where a sale of real estate is made to satisfy a lien
prior to that of the United States, the United States
shall have one year from the date of sale within
which to redeem, except that with respect to a lien
arising under the internal revenue laws the period
shall be 120 days or the period allowable for re-
demption under State law, whichever is longer, and
in any case in which, under the provisions of section
505 of the Housing Act of 1950, as amended (12
U.S.C. 1701k), and subsection (d) of section 3720
of title 38 of the United States Code, the right to
redeem does not arise, there shall be no right of
redemption.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished
to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN

audiencelonithe

ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a gov-
ernment agency (driver's license, passport, etc.) in
order to gain entry into our building and the fore-
closure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, examine the court file, CODILIS &
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.

15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527

630-794-5300

E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com

Attorney File No. 14-23-06923

Attorney ARDC No. 00468002

Attorney Code. 21762

Case Number: 2024 CH 00453

TJSC#: 46-28

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 2024 CH 00453

13279900
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
PHX EQUITIES, INC., as successor in interest to
FIRST BANK OF HIGHLAND PARK

PLANTFF

vs-

THOMAS M. DEL BECCARO, MERRILL LYNCH
CREDIT CORPORATION; UNKNOWN OWNERS
AND NON-RECORD CLAMANTS

Case No. 10 CH 25856

DEFENDANTS

CONSOLIDATED WITH

NO. 10 CH 47058

CALENDAR NO: 59

PROPERTY ADDRESS:

2127 NORTH SEMINARY AVENUE

CHICAGO, IL 60614

HSBC BANK USA, N.A., AS TRUSTEE OF J.P.
MORGAN MORTGAGE TRUST 2007-A6, MORT-
GAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES
COUNTER-PAINTIFF,

vs-
THOMAS M. DEL BECCARO; PHX

EQUITIES, INC., as successor in interest to

FIRST BANK OF HIGHLAND PARK; UNKNOWN
OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
COUNTER-DEFENDANTS

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on November 5, 2025, an agent for
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on
February 4, 2026, at The Judicial Sales Corporation,
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago,
IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to the highest
bidder, as set forth below, the following described
real estate:

Commonly known as 2127 NORTH SEMINARY
AVENUE, CHICAGO, IL 60614

Property Index No. 14-32-215-017

The real estate is improved with a single family
residence.

The judgment amount was $2,245,819.25.

Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff,
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted.
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special
assessments, or special taxes levied against said
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without
recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS" condition. The
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchas-
erwill receive a Certificate of Sale that will entitle the
purchaser to a deed to the real estate after confir-
mation of the sale.The property will NOT be open for
inspection and plaintiff makes no representation as
to the condition of the property. Prospective bidders
are admonished to check the court file to verify all
information.If this property is a condominium unit,
the purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale,
other than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments
and the legal fees required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this
property is a condominium unit which is part of a
common interest community, the purchaser of the
unit at the foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee
shall pay the assessments required by The Con-
dominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).IF
YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact The sales clerk, LOGS Le-
gal Group LLP Plaintiff's Attorneys, 2801 LAKESIDE
DRIVE, SUITE 207, Bannockburn, IL, 60015 (847)
291-1717 For information call between the hours of
1pm - 3pm.. Please refer to file number 10-043291.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

LOGS Legal Group LLP

2801 LAKESIDE DRIVE, SUITE 207

Bannockburn IL, 60015

847-291-1717

E-Mail: ILNotices@logs.com

Attorney File No. 10-043291

Attorney Code. 42168

Case Number: 10 CH 47058 CONSILIDATED W/
10 CH 25856

TJSC#: 45-2951

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used for
that purpose.

13279402

070707

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700
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DPD gives grant awards for one
North Side Historic Preservation project

Adopt-A-Landmark grants valued at
more than $800,000 were approved by the
city Jan. 7 that will support the restorations
of two historic church buildings, a former
auto show room and a former movie pal-
ace, gifted by the Dept. of Planning and
Development [DPD].

Only one of the projects is located on the
North Side, the Epworth Church, 5253 N.
Kenmore Ave.

Totaling nearly $2 million in construc-
tion costs, the four projects were selected
from 20 proposals submitted last year to
DPD’s Historic Preservation Division.
Applications were evaluated for project
readiness, location, impact and building
needs, among other criteria.

“The funding will help ensure these
historic structures continue to serve local
neighborhoods as vibrant destinations and
gathering places for generations to come,”
DPD Cmsr. Ciere Boatright said.

The Epworth Church in Edgewater will
get $235,000 to support a $305,350 roof
replacement and associated improvements
to the stone church built in 1891. The
church building community house, built in
1930, is planned for use as a mosque and
community service provider.

The fund supports the restorations of
Chicago landmarks are funded by taxes
collected on downtown development proj-
ects through the City’s Neighborhood
Opportunity Bonus system.

SUIT fromp. 1

functionaries to the exclusion of commu-
nity stakeholders.

The rushed nature of the upzoning
effort is evident in the City-issued Broad-
way Land Use Framework document. It
reveals a remarkably truncated period of
project preparation by the Dept. of Plan-
ning and Development [DPD] only noting
an analysis period in July-Aug. 2024.

Next came a period called Exploration
by city planners in Sep. 2024 in which they
“set out to determine feasibility of poten-
tial land use and development tools.”

City planners surveyed the Broadway
Corridor and adjacent cross-streets ulti-
mately determining that roughly 75% of
Broadway parcels were ‘“underutilized
and incompatible” with city development
plans.

The City’s Upzoning Framework
explained that the 48th Ward, the DPD, the
Edgewater Chamber of Commerce, and
others “met every other week for several
months to share feedback and coordinate
outreach to the larger community.”

This culminated in a charette-type gath-
ering at Furama Restaurant on Broadway
on Oct. 7, 2025 in which the City publicly
advertised the Broadway Upzoning project
as more or less of a done deal.

The City apparently views the upzon-
ing of Broadway as a Golden Egg solution
that will improve transit ridership which is
“still only about half of what it was in 2015,
even after the post-pandemic rebound,”
according to the Broadway Land Use
Framework.

In fact, the CTA reports system ridership
for 2025 was at 68% of 2019 levels with bus
at 77% and rail at 58%. The CTA reports
rail ridership was at 127.5 million in 2024,
an increase of nine-percent over 2023.

Other areas of concern by the City is
that Edgewater is at about 90% of its peak
population, while median income has risen
significantly faster than inflation since
2010. It further finds the share of non-
white residents has declined since 2000.

Manaa-Hoppenworth contributed to this
legislative debacle by introducing to the
City Council in April and May of 2025
ordinances seeking to change the zoning
of hundreds of properties in Edgewater in
one fell swoop, giving up a great deal of
leverage with that action.

Rather than incremental change, Manaa-
Hoppenworth sought upzoning the entire
Broadway Corridor and cross-streets from
their then-current zoning classification to
the B3-5 zoning classification. This was
unprecedented in scope but was nonethe-
less enacted by the City Council on Oct.
16, 2025.

The lawsuit continues, “Rather, the new
B3-5 and B3-3 classifications are specifi-
cally intended to provide economic incen-
tives for developers to purchase and demol-
ish buildings on the west side of Broadway
and construct a set of new, oversized build-
ings. The B3-5 and B3-3 classifications
place a bullseye on west side of Broadway
and calls for bulldozers to carry out the
job.”

Manaa-Hoppenworth alluded to precise-
ly this at the Zoning Committee meeting
when she described the vibrant commercial
shopping strips on the west side of Broad-
way at Berwyn as prime for development.
Other city aldermen would vie to have such
commercial strips in their wards.

The lawsuit explains, the “B3-5
classification is intended to promote wide-
spread private market demolition and dis-
placement and the construction of dense,
80-foot buildings “as-of-right” (i.e., with
no Community input and no need for
review or approval of such individual
projects by the City’s DPD).”

When [10] Edgewater Block Clubs asked
if the DPD had any examples of where
B3-5 zoning had been applied in this blan-
ket fashion, so that one could observe and
judge the impact of this zoning classifica-
tion, DPD “admitted it had no examples.”
As far as the City is concerned, Edgewa-
ter is an untested experiment with unwary
participants.

e AT e
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of the building closer to Broadway. The
northern half will contain a lobby and a
loading dock as there is no rear alleyway
along the CTA Red Line.
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The floors above will contain 40 units,
though floor plans have not yet been re-
vealed. The development team may pro-
ceed with construction and has already ap-
plied for permits. No timeline has yet been
announced.

A Jan. 13 article in the Uptown Update
noted their awareness of this proposal since
2022 when it was first submitted under
then 46th Ward-Ald. James Cappleman.

“The building has continued to perco-
late over the last three years, and is now
being built ‘by right,” likely to avoid going
through development-phobic Ald. Clay’s
office or the city,” noted the Uptown blog

The lot previously held a large garage at
the north end, and three smaller buildings
at the south occupied the space running
along the tracks on Clifton from Broadway
to Lawrence which were razed in the early
1980s.

POT fromp. 1

after decades of enforcing established drug
dealing laws.

Eagle proposes keeping the same build-
ing footprint and retaining nine parking
spaces.

Dispensary Den ownership is based in
Arizona, where they operate six dispensa-
ries. Eagle Dispensaries would also benefit
from the states’ special social equity rules
for selling weed that provide extra privi-
leges for minority participation.

If the zoning change succeeds they
would still need approval from the city’s
Committee on Zoning, Landmarks and
Building Standards and then be voted on
by the full City Council. It also requires a
special-use permit from the Zoning Board
of Appeals.

‘We are your
neighborhood newspaper.

Pick up a copy every week
or subscribe online for only $20.
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