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Sen. Steans resigns
from Illinois Senate 7th

Rep. Cassidy hopes
to fill seat,
committeemen to decide

BY SARAH MANSUR
Capitol News Illinois

North Side State Sen. Heather
Steans [7th], plans to resign at the
end of the month, after a 12-year
tenure in the Illinois Senate.

Her district covers a large por-
tion of Chicago’s North Side,
including the Rogers Park, Edge-
water, Uptown, Budlong Woods,
North Park, Andersonville and
Ravenswood neighborhoods.
While nobody has yet been
picked, resigning in the middle of
her term allows Democrat Party
insiders to pick her successor,
rather than having an open field
of candidates stand for election.
Her successor will be appointed

to serve for the two years remain-
ing in her term by a weighted vote
of the Democratic committeemen
from the Chicago wards that com-
prise the 7th Senate District, which
Steans’ represents. That
would include commit-
teemen from the 40th,
46th, 47th, 48th, 49th
and 50th Wards.

Steans’  resignation
follows two other high-
profile resignations by
senators Andy Manar,
and former Minor-
ity Leader Bill Brady,
who both stepped down

tremendously from the many per-
spectives of the people I've rep-
resented. We’ve made great prog-
ress together, and now it’s time to
pass the baton.”

Steans, as chair of
the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee, was
deeply involved in
budget matters. She
was a key player in
crafting the cannabis
legalization law, and
had important roles in
advancing legislation
to protect abortion
rights and to expand

from their Senate seats Sen. Heather Steans

the Affordable Care
Act in Illinois.

in recent weeks.

“It’s been the privilege of a life-
time to represent the most diverse
Senate district in the State of Il-
linois,” Steans said in a written
statement Jan. 22. “I’ve benefited

Steans, 57, has not revealed her
next move, but her statement men-
tions she will continue to support
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Lawrence, Berwyn CTA stations
to close in March for three years

Major construction on the Red
Line CTA tracks in mid-March
will result in the Lawrence and
Berwyn stations closing for at
lease three years, while temporary
stations at Argyle and Bryn Mawr
will remain open to the public.

The first phase of the Red
and Purple Modernization Pro-
gram will completely rebuild the
Lawrence, Argyle, Berwyn and
Bryn Mawr stations. New track,
support structures, bridges, and
viaducts will be built along the
approximately 1.3-mile segment
between Leland and Ardmore av-

enues, eliminating many deterio-
rated structures that have become
eyesores.

The reconstruction of stations,
tracks, and infrastructure may
benefit the 28,000 daily trips that
begin or end at the four stations
in this corridor, the 45,000 people
that live within a half mile of these
stations, and the almost 80,000
train trips that travel through this
area every weekday. This project
hopes to improve transit service
and support economic develop-
ment initiatives and encourage
redevelopment within Uptown

and Edgewater. Most of the tracks
and bridges along this section are
nearly 100 years old.

The CTA says that the new sta-
tions will be constructed similar
to Wilson station, and they hope
to have all the new stations open
by 2024 or 2025.

The CTA will also be rebuild-
ing northbound tracks between
Leland and Ardmore. Once the
new northbound tracks open
(sometime in 2022), the rebuild
of southbound tracks between Le-
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Top cop claims 1,127 people
arrested for carjacking last year,
The actual number is 178

BY CWBCHICAGO

At a Jan. 21 press conference
Chicago Police Supt. David Brown
called to address Chicago’s car-
jacking problem. He opened his
remarks with this claim:

“In 2020, there were 1,417 in-
cidents of vehicular hijackings.
Chicago police arrested 1,127 —
that’s 1,127 — offenders for these
crimes,” Brown said.

That’s false. Completely, off-
the-charts not true.

Last year, Chicago police ar-
rested 178 people for vehicular
hijackings. Who told us that? The
Chicago Police Dept.

The other 949 arrests that
Brown lumped in with those were
for criminal trespass to vehicles,
a misdemeanor that simply means

someone was inside a car without
permission.

Many of those 949 people were
passengers in cars that someone
else stole — and they may not
have even known the car was sto-
len. Many others were charged
with criminal trespass to a ve-
hicle for snooping around inside
someone’s car looking for spare
change. There are myriad ways to
be charged with a misdemeanor
criminal trespass to a vehicle. But
putting a gun in someone’s face
and taking their car is not one of
those ways.

CPD often seems to have an
institutional inability to tell the
truth with numbers. No matter
who the superintendent is, the de-
partment churns out statistics that
twist numbers within an inch of

their lives.

No one in their right mind
would believe that Chicago po-
lice arrested 1,127 people in a
year when there were 1,417 car-
jackings — particularly when the
CPD itself has said that COVID-
19 masks make it harder to iden-
tify carjackers.

But the press is running with
Brown’s claim, so the CPD is suc-
ceeding in making some people
think that over a thousand people
were arrested for carjackings last
year when not even 200 were.

“In 2020, Brown said there were
1,417 carjackings, and police ar-
rested 1,127 people in carjacking-
related crimes,” says the Jan. 21
Sun Times.
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Levy House, 1221 W. Sherwin
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Levy House sells for $8.1M

Affordable Housing Investment
Brokerage [AHIB] announced
that Levy House, 1221 W. Sher-
win Ave., has sold for $8.1 mil-
lion. The brokerage firm part-
nered on the listing with Kiser
Group so that the seller had the
benefit of AHIB’s experience
in affordable housing and Kiser
Group’s mid-market multifamily
expertise in Rogers Park.

The buyer is Preservation of
Affordable Housing [POAH].

Levy House is a 57-unit, seven-

story apartment building that of-
fers one-bedroom, one-bathroom
floor plans. The multifamily prop-
erty previously operated as an el-
derly housing and POAH plans to
keep and expand the property’s
rent affordability. Located on
a side street that dead-ends at
Jarvis Beach, the eight-story, 56-
unit building once provided af-
fordable apartments for those 55
or older.

LEVY seep. 12

Lincoln Square revisiting
site of 2020 fight

Story on page 5

Car

West Ridge home invaders
zip-tie residents, steal gun,
truck, and more

BY CWBCHICAGO

Armed home invaders zip-tied
three victims inside a West Ridge
home Jan. 24 and stole money, a
firearm, a car, and other property,
according to a CPD report. The
victims received minor injuries
but declined medical attention.

Two men who both displayed
handguns broke through the vic-
tims’ back door on the 2900 block
of W. Howard around 10 p.m.
They then restrained the residents
with zip ties.

The victims, who are men aged
35, 31, and 24, were all robbed of
personal property, CPD spokes-

person Sally Bown said. Accord-
ing to a police report, the intrud-
ers took other valuables from the
house, including a handgun from
inside a bedroom dresser.

They also took one of the vic-
tims’ navy blue 2016 Dodge Ram
1500 truck parked outside.

A neighbor discovered the men
and helped them until police ar-
rived.

None of the victims recognized
the intruders, who are described
as Hispanic men in their mid-20’s.
They wore all black clothing, and
one of them wore Air Jordans, ac-
cording to the victims.
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City of Chicago, itself, has a powerful sense of humor

By Thomas J. O'Gorman

First we have a banana peel.
Then we have an unsuspecting
bumpkin. Then the slip. And the
slide. The fall. The laugh. That’s
one way to look at humor.

I have an odd sensitivity for
humor. Maybe it’s my Irish roots.
Humor after all is largely about
the juggling of the world of emo-
tions and ironies. And that’s
where the Irish abide. Caught be-
tween those two worlds. For weal
or woe.

God gave me a huge apprecia-
tion for the irony in life. Isn’t that
the start of all good stand up? But
I'm no joke teller. What Irishman
is?

I talk to my sister, Mary Regi-
na, everyday and spend almost all
our time together roaring over the
goings on in our childhoods. Our
relatives. The oddballs and goofs
who wandered through our lives.
Our dueling Irish grandmothers.
Tippling aunties. Catholic edu-
cational regiments. Learning the
piano. Charming our Dominican
nuns. And the endless opportuni-
ties supplied by our parents to test
out new material. Comic relief,
we called it. Sacrilegious pratfalls
more likely. Spontaneous impres-
sions and refined imaginations
that let us always search for the
humorous and the ridiculous in
everyday events.

But that has never included
the telling of jokes, but for a few
“knock, knock,” jokes. I have
never been one for those long and
involved complex stories with a
punch line. I've always believed
that a college graduate is incapa-
ble of telling a joke. Even a dirty
one. That’s what Limerick’s are
for.
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For me, humor is a lot like
cooking. Everyone needs it, and
many folk take their turns at it.

But really good cooking is a
gift. It takes the facile ability to
realize the opportunity that in-
gredients possess. The knowledge
and intelligence to know what re-
ally works well together.

Like cooking, humor is best
when it is domestic, familiar and
free of self-conscious indulgence.

That’s when it’s at its most ro-
bust, free of the constrictions of
kitchen, oven or self-imposed
constraints.

It allows us the chance to see
our living in a whole new light...
usually the light of day. No lay-
ers of trying to please others or
conjure up a blessing on your be-
havior.

Humor is often the gauntlet
tossed, warning given or notice
served. Especially to the bullies
we live with, attend school with,
or share our peanut butter and
jelly sandwich with.

Humor permits us the chance
of opening up public humiliation
on those who make life miserable
for others. Be they spouse, chil-
dren, relatives or friends. It can be
the challenge to a dual of wits and
reckoning.

Nothing gives us better ammu-
nition than the sappy protocols of
woke culture. You know, the ap-
peal for peace at any price and a
rereading of historical accuracy.
It lets folk doctor the x-rays and
reinvent the human story.

Who did what and to whom?
Especially if you were a general,
a missionary, a founding father,
guiding light or favorite son.

I’'m amused at the humor quo-
tient that might remain at the
Chicago Tribune. Little laughter
arising from those hallowed halls
these days. Just trying to think
who might be able to mansplain
the current situation to Colonel
McCormick, the Perry White of
the grand old lady. While he used
more bark and bite than belly
laughs, I think he might be howl-
ing at the present conundrum.

As the newsroom moves to the
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Tribs’ printing facility at Chi-
cago Ave. and the Chicago River.
Which I don’t believe they own
any longer.

And the rumors are they won’t
be housed on the river that long
either.

The paper is just about moved
out of the Prudential Building,
a favorite of Col. McCormick’s.
He was the grandson of the pa-
per’s founder Joseph Medill. The
Chicago mayor elected right af-
ter the Great Fire of 1871 on the
“Fire Proof Ticket.” (Now that’s
funny.) His peptic ulcer used to
regurgitate whenever he saw the
Prudential Building’s modernist
silhouette against the lakefront
sky. Of course he’d be thinking
of his great architectural com-
petition to design and build the
new 36-story Tribune Tower on
Michigan Ave. It was one of the
most international of gambits and
brought architectural contribu-
tions from around the world.

Young Raymond Hood and
John Mead Howells submitted a
Neo- Gothic design for the build-
ing in 1923 and won. The centen-
nial will be upon us soon.

I wonder if the new condo as-
sociation for the recently re-used
Tribune Tower has any plans to
celebrate?

So you see even the City, it-
self, has a powerful sense of hu-
mor. The City is filled with such
comedy. Usually arising out of
the history and myth of everyday
Chicago life. Studded with the
bones and deadlines of reporters
and photographers who combed
the saloons, morgues, whore-
houses and churches of Chicago
trying to find our story written on
the coal shovels of everyday life
and aboard the newsprint barges
making their way up river.

Remember the day that Mayor
Big Bill Thompson brought the
rodeo to the City Council back
in the late 1920s? First time real
clowns ran around the chamber.

Here’s another funny one. Af-
ter Thompson’s death in 1944,

We’re glad your doing so well,
Paul.

EDGEWATER NEWS: Russ
Goeltenbodt of Drew’s on Halst-
ed reports some sad news. “Peggy
Gelsomino from Ginos East Piz-
za in Edgewater entered her Eter-
nal Home yesterday.
Peggy was an Edge-
water institution.
She made pizzas for
Ginos East for over
20 years, until she
was close to 90 years
old. Her pizzas were
the best and made
with so much Love.
I will miss our cock-
tails together, watch-
ing the Cubs Games
with you. So many
great conversations
learning about your

Peggy Gelsomino

with galpals Julia Jacobs and
Rosemary Fanti at Ralph Lau-
ren Bar & Grill. Jennifer Sutton
Brieva could not be with them
but sent the cutest homemade
cookies.

DIVAS AND ARIAS: For-
mer Tribune exec
Paul Malarik III
reminds us ac-
tor, comedian and
director, Charles
Nelson Reilly, best
known as a hilarious
game-show panel-
ist on “Hollywood
Square” was a dev-
otee of the opera. It
was his lifelong pas-
sion. The two met at
the “Fantasy Of The
Opera”, Lyric Opera
of Chicago’s annual

family and your husband’s restau-
rant.”

HOLLYWOOD IN CHI-
TOWN: Chicago Gold Coast
screenwriter/producer/singer-
songwriter/author Danny Krav-
itz celebrates his newest film,
The Marksman, #1 at the box of-
fice replacing Wonder Woman.
Kravitz co-wrote the screenplay,
which stars Liam Neeson and
Katheryn Wynnick, and was di-
rected by three-time Oscar nomi-
nee Robert Lorenz who grew up
in suburban Chicago filled still
with his family.

DEPARTURES: Amid the
sad turmoil and departures at the
Chicago Tribune, Phil Vettel, the
four decades food critic, appears
to have saved his best words for
last which must make long-time
restauranteur Gordon Sinclair
ecstatic. In summing up, Vettel
notes the highlights of cuisine
he encountered. “I also dined
countless times at the inimitable
Gordon restaurant, whose dapper
owner, Gordon Sinclair, was the
restaurant’s lone constant. Gordon
ran through a great many chefs in
its 23 years, for which I was grate-
ful; each chef change gave me an
excuse to return.” Phil saved the

two safe deposit boxes
in his name were dis-
covered to contain
nearly $1.84 million
($26.7 million today)
in cash. See, humor is
everywhere. Look! A
banana peel!
CARDIAC COW:
Just a year ago, pop-
ular ABC newsy,
Paul Meincke, now
retired, underwent
emergency open heart

best for last.
WARNING: Coy-
otes are roaming
Chicago cemeteries.
No they are not dogs
or even human smug-
glers. Be careful.
They’ve been seen
in our parks, and in
Graceland, St. Boni-
face and Rosehill
cemeteries.
PROGRESS:
Miss Anita Harris

surgery at Cedars-
Sinai while visiting

Paul Meincke

turns 102 this week.

family in Los Angeles. He sur-
prisingly survived the aortic valve
surgery and recovery. He says his
docs there were magic. So he just
penned a special letter of grati-
tude to the docs and medical staff
expressing his thanks for what he
saw as heroic medical care. None
more impactful to the nation, he
notes, than the efforts underway
at present to save us from the
pandemic. He said while it’s been
a bumpy road, wife Wendy has
made sure he’s a new man after
receiving his bovine aortic valve.
And says he’s eating his broccoli
and is enjoying being “part cow.”

“I'm so happy I have
lived long enough to see a Black
president and now a Black woman
vice president! I think that’s great,
we seem to be moving forward.”

PRETEND IT’S A CITY:
Designer Jeffrey Banks has me
hooked on Netflix’s “Pretend it’s
a City.” The seven part documen-
tary by Martin Scorsese about
writer/humorist Fran Lebowitz
and her take on New York City.
She’s funny, erudite, and outra-
geously blunt with her most hu-
morous impatience and urbane
perceptions of NYC. Don’t miss
this.

BOOTH ONE: Barb Bailey

gala back in the day.

RIPOSARE IN PACE: Cyn-
thia Olson’s dear friend, Alberto
Terrani, the Italian stage and
TV actor, died last week. His late
wife was the great mezzo soprano
Lucia Valentini who appeared at
the Lyric some years ago in “Ce-
nerentola.” Now both are gone. “I
will love them forever,” Cynthia
says.

HAIL, HAIL, THEY’RE
HERE: Julie Barrish is with
Charlene Lieber at Hilton Chi-
cago Hotel with lifelong friends
met through Pink Hope, seek-
ing to get the gang back together
again. I spot Nancy Resnick,
Joyce Sandler, Stephan Lieber,
Linda Kinzelberg and Beverly
Valfer for starters.

WILDE AWARDS: The Os-
car Wilde Awards honoring Irish
contributions to Hollywood, held

HUMOR see p. 6
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Mentorship program offers musical training and more

Heart
of the
‘Hood

by Felicia Dechter

Daniel Cogolludo would make
Beethoven proud. For as long as
he can remember, the West Loop
teen has been a classical music
fan. And at the age of four, Cogol-
ludo picked up his first violin.

He has been playing it ever
since.

“Ever since I was a baby I loved
music, especially classical mu-
sic,” said the 16-year-old Cogol-
ludo. “My father played the guitar
at our church and my mother sang
the psalms, so I grew up in a mu-
sical environment.”

“I enrolled at a local academy
and had to choose between the vi-
olin and the piano. The huge wall
piano was too big for my small
hands so I went with violin since
ithad many different smaller sizes
-- a decision I do not regret in the
slightest way. There’s just some-
thing about the sound it produces
that inspires me and lightens up
my mood,” he said.

Last August, Cogolludo started
violin lessons with a new private
teacher, Ménica Lugo, who en-
couraged him to prepare for the
Chicago Musical Pathways Initia-
tive (CMPI) auditions that were
happening the following month.
CMPI is a mentorship program
that offers financial support and
music training for talented stu-
dents from underrepresented
communities in the city.

“This news gave me so much
more motivation to continue
practicing since it meant I had
a goal to work towards,” Cogol-
ludo said. “I found it especially
motivating during quarantine,
considering that going through
the pandemic -- both for me and
many other musicians I know --
is a difficult time. It was also a
completely new experience for
me since I had never had to pre-
pare a video recording for such
an important audition.”

Cogolludo spent a lot of his
childhood between the West Loop
and Spain. His mom, Mireya Gar-
cia, is originally from the Back of
the Yards neighborhood and his
dad, Jose Cogolludo, is from Ma-
drid. As a result, Cogolludo has
attended schools both in Spain
and in Chicago, making him fully
bilingual and biliterate.

Thanks to his ethnic roots,
Cogolludo was able to apply for
CMPI, a multi-organization col-
laborative effort established in
2018 with a $3.5 million grant
from the huge arts and humanities
supporter, the Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation. (Caucasians can ap-
ply, however, they have to meet
certain criteria). In Fall 2019,
CMPI’s mentorship program
launched for gifted student mu-
sicians from traditionally under-
represented backgrounds, offer-
ing its student “Fellows” a robust
training curriculum — now virtu-

Daniel Cogolludo

al until further notice — designed
to prepare young musicians to
successfully audition into top tier
college-level music schools in the
country. Over the course of the
initial Mellon Foundation grant,
about 150 program participants
will be able to be enrolled.

The selection process includes
auditions and interviews, includ-
ing interviews with family mem-
bers and other caregivers. Chosen
musicians are carefully assessed
and provided with comprehen-
sive and vital supports — musical
and extra-musical — including
financial, instructional and aca-
demic. CMPI offers quality music
training including weekly private
lessons, ongoing written and ver-
bal feedback, master classes and
mock auditions with musicians of
the Chicago Symphony Orches-
tra, monthly mentorship for the
entire family from professional
musicians, and more.

According to the League of
American Orchestras, African
American and Latino musicians
hold less than three percent of
the positions in major Ameri-
can orchestras. Now in its sec-
ond full season, some 93 student
Fellows are currently enrolled in
CMPI, representing 57 zip codes
from across the greater Chicago
area and reflecting the diversity
of the city (31% African Ameri-
can, 51% Latino, seven percent
Caucasian, five percent Southeast
Asian, two percent South Asian,
and four percent East Asian).

The group’s long-term goal is
to help address the ongoing lack

of diversity in American orches-
tras, which they say threatens the
vitality and viability of classical,
orchestral music. The project fo-
cuses on talented, instrumental,
classical musical students who’ve
demonstrated both aptitude and
interest in pursuing intensive study
and a career specifically as a pro-
fessional performing musician.

have ever imagined.

“To be able to advance so much
in so little time is due to their
constant support and motivation,”
said Cogolludo, whose favorite
classical works are “Navarra” and
“Zapateado” by Pablo de Sarasate.

For example, Cogolludo has
mentors to talk to and the staff is
always there for encouragement.

ship opportunities to guide teens
through this difficult process,
especially in underrepresented
communities. CMPI offers a
place exclusively for people with
the same passion, making it ideal
for people like me that are look-
ing to learn from others and shar-
ing experiences.”

CMPI accepts musicians in
grades nine through 12, and on a
smaller scale, grades six through
eight, said its project director
Adrienne Thompson. Thompson
has been involved with CMPI
since 1998 as parent, volunteer,
and alum parent volunteer who
was then hired to be director in
Atlanta. She had eight children,
and numbers five, seven and eight
went through the program.

“It is so important because so
often our kids are told they have
limits,” said Thompson, who plays
the flute and lives in Bronzeville.
“There are no limits if you’re
willing to work.”

Children of color are made to
feel like a nerd if they like clas-
sical music, she said. This gives
them the opportunity to find

This collaborative pro-
cess was initiated and co-
led by the West Loop-based
Merit School of Music --
which helps young people
of all backgrounds achieve
lifelong success through
music -- and the Chicago
Sinfonietta, which promotes
diversity, equity, and inclu-

Children of color are made
to feel like a nerd if they like

classical music. This gives them the
opportunity to find other support and
kids who love classical music like

they do. Confessing they like the
oddball classical music is real for
these guys, Adrienne Thompson said.

other support and kids who
love classical music like they
do. Confessing they like the
oddball classical music is
real for these guys, Thomp-
son said.

“They need to feel that
loving classical music is val-
id,” said Thompson. “Really
what we are trying to teach
our kids -- we are trying to

sion through its orchestra
roster and fellowship programs
for orchestral musicians and
conductors. Other participating
organizations include the Chi-
cago Youth Symphony Orches-
tras, Chicago High School for the
Arts, Negaunee Music Institute at
the Chicago Symphony Orches-
tra, DePaul University School of
Music, Hyde Park Suzuki Insti-
tute, Musical Arts Institute, and
Ravinia Festival.

You can apply online and ap-
plications for CMPI 2021-22 are
due Feb. 5, followed by virtual
information sessions and audition
video submissions. For additional
program offerings, application
guidelines and to sign up, vis-
it chicagopathways.org/audition/.

Cogolludo said CMPI has al-
lowed him to push himself musi-
cally much more than he would
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Additionally, seeing high-level
instructors during master classes
and talented performers during
recitals is an enriching way to
learn from others, adding to the
overall experience. Another help-
ful aspect of CMPI was getting to
know fellow cohorts. Cogolludo
said working with students of dif-
ferent ages, backgrounds, and cul-
tures is definitely rewarding.
“The program walks you
through the requirements and is
fundamental for a smooth transi-
tion into higher education,” said
Cogolludo. “Sadly, there aren’t
enough counseling or mentor-

free them to be who they are.

“They’re attracted to this mu-
sic,” she added. “We want to give
them confidence to be who they
are. They’ve already caught the
classical music bug. We’re using
‘The Village’ concept of raising
a child.”

She said CMPI looks for three
things: Kids who have potential,
kids who like to practice, and
kids who have the support of their
family. “If you have those three
things, you can create miracles,”
Thompson said.
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Property tax deadline pushed back but lenders want cash

The
Home
Front

by Don DeBat

What the tax man giveth, often
the banker taketh away.

On Nov. 24, 2020, the Cook
County Board of Commission-
ers, on a motion by Comr. John P.
Daley, voted to give Chicago and
Cook County property owners a
60-day extension on payment of
the 2020 real estate taxes because
of the pandemic.

The extension, titled the
“COVID-19 Tax Relief Ordi-
nance,” pushed back the deadline
for paying the first installment
of taxes this year to May 3, from
March 2. The second installment
of taxes will be due on Oct. 1, in-
stead of Aug. 2.

The action should provide re-
lief for thousands of homeowners
who pay their real estate taxes di-
rectly. The extension means that
no late-payment interest penalties
will be charged on billions of dol-
lars of tax bills.

However, don’t expect a tax-
payment break if your bungalow
or two-flat is burdened by a mort-
gage. Most tax payments are paid
on-line by mortgage holders from
non-interest bearing property-tax
escrow accounts held by banks
and mortgage companies.

“Banks and mortgage compa-
nies generally will not recognize
the 60-day pandemic tax-pay-
ment extension and will dutifully
pay the taxes to Cook County on
March 2 and August 2 this year,”

predicted Michael Griffin, a Chi-
cago real estate tax appeal attor-
ney.

Illinois lenders are not required
to pay interest on tax-eSCrow ac-
counts. However, lenders in 15
states—including New  York,
California, Iowa, Minnesota and
Wisconsin—pay interest on es-
Crow accounts.

In Illinois, borrowers have an
option at closing on a property to
open an interest-bearing account
to be used for payment of real
estate taxes. When a mortgage is
paid down to 65% of its original
amount, and if the loan is not in
default, the lender must notify
the borrower that he or she may
terminate the escrow account and
pay the taxes directly.

Cook County Assessor Fritz
Kaegi recently gave Cook County
property owners, including belea-
guered homeowners in Chicago’s
wealthy neighborhoods from Riv-
er North and Old Town to Lincoln
Park and Lakeview, a glimmer of
hope—lower tax assessments.

Kaegi sent “COVID-19 assess-
ment-adjustment letters” to thou-
sands of Chicago property own-
ers, noting that the pandemic has
caused a “significant economic
downturn, and lower property val-
ues” depending on the property’s
type and location. Unfortunately,
these temporary reductions were
only for 2020 since all of Chicago
will be reassessed in 2021.

In Chicago, the COVID-19
assessment-value reductions aver-
age 10%. They range from about
7.5% in Lincoln Park, Lakeview
and Uptown, and nearly 8% in
the Loop, River North, Old Town,
South Loop and Bronzeville. The
reductions are about 9.5% in Rog-
ers Park and West Ridge, and
range as high as of 12% on Chi-

There are two upcoming
virtual town hall meetings for
those interested in applying
for SBA loans for small busi-
nesses.

The meetings are being
hosted by Cook County Cmsr.
Bridget Gainer [10th], and
Robert Steiner, SBA District
Director.

At 10 am. Jan. 29 a
meeting designed for not for
profit organizations will be
held at http://bit.ly/nfpttown-
hall, with State Rep. Kelly

SBA loan town hall meetings

Cassidy moderating.

At 11:30 a.m. Feb. 19 there
will be an online town hall
meeting designed for enter-
tainment and venue industries,
that will be held at will be held
at http://bit.ly/entventownhall.
Among the speakers will be
Ald. Ton Tunney, State Sen.
Sarah Feigenholtz and U.S.
Rep. Mike Quigley.

For more information write
to  districtl0@cookcountyil.
gov.
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A COVID-19 Tax Relief ordinance pushed back the deadline for paying the
first installment of property taxes this year to May 3, from March 2. The
second installment of taxes will be due on Oct. 1, instead of Aug. 2.

cago’s South Side.

The assessor also reduced the
assessments on two-flat to four-
flat apartment buildings in Cook
County ranging from 9.3% to
15.4%.

Two examples of COVID-19 as-
sessment reductions in Old Town
follow:

* The owner of a brick Victorian
four-flat received a $13,083 reduc-
tion in assessed value to $117,745
from $130,828. He paid a 2019
real estate tax bill of $26,285 on
the property. The first-installment
2020 tax bill, which represents
55% of last year’s bill, is $14,456.

Despite the COVID-19 assess-
ment reduction, the lender, an-
ticipating higher taxes in 2020,
increased the owner’s monthly
tax escrow payment by $515 to
$2,852 from $2,337 for January
through April of 2020.

¢ The owner of a brick Victorian

six-flat received a $11,145 reduc-
tion in assessed value to $100,298
from $111,443. The owner paid a
2019 real estate tax bill of $21,701
on the property. The first-install-
ment 2020 tax bill, which rep-
resents 55% of last year’s bill, is
$11,935.

Mayor Lori Lightfoot’s 2021
pandemic budget will include a
$93.9 million property tax hike
as part of a $1.6 billion real estate
tax levy. About $34 million of the
real estate tax hike is linked to a
future rise in the consumer-price
index.

The new budget ordinance re-
quires property owners in the fu-
ture to pay either an annual prop-
erty-tax increase of 5%—or an
increase based on the consumer
price index, whichever is lesser.
The Lightfoot administration says
the increases will be approved an-
nually by the City Council.

Lightfoot has argued the “mod-
est” 1.3% real estate tax increase
to homeowners is necessary. A
bungalow owner with a property
valued at $250,000 will see a tax-
bill increase of $56. But more ex-
pensive homes could see increases
of hundreds of dollars.

“Every homeowner should re-
view their last tax bill to see if
they received the proper exemp-
tions and contact the Assessor
if the exemptions are incorrect,”
Griffin advised.

Real estate taxes for 2020 are
expected to rise when the second
installment of the bill comes due
on Oct. 1,2021. However, predict-
ing a hefty property tax increase
this year really centers on two
wild cards—the tax rate and the
state equalization factor, which
can’t be challenged by taxpayers.

The equalization factor, or
“multiplier,” is established each
year for Cook County to bring
property tax assessments in line
with other parts of Illinois. The
equalization factor is determined
by the Illinois Dept. of Revenue.

Property owners who think
they are over assessed should ap-
peal now, Griffin advises.

Visit the Assessor’s website:
www.cookcountyassessor.com, or
call 312-443-7550 to find compa-
rable properties or start the appeal
process. The Assessor has con-
cluded appeals process for 2020.

Visit www.cookcountyboardof-
review.com, or call 312-603-5542,
to appeal with the Cook County
Board of Review. The Board of
Review has almost concluded the
appeals process for 2020. Or, call
Michael Griffin, an expert tax-as-
sessment lawyer, at 312-943-1789.

For more housing news, visit
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat
is co-author of “Escaping Condo
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide
for condominium living. Visit
www.escapingcondojail.com.
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Learn more about CMPI
at www.chicagopathways.org.

Spreading the love... how
about being a sweetheart and
sending a valentine to some local
assisted living, long-term care,
and/or rehab facility folks? The
Edgewater Library and Edge-
water Village are partnering to
collect Valentine’s Day cards --
either store-bought or handmade
are fine. This could be a great ac-
tivity for the little ones, as well as
anyone else.

If you need supplies, the Edge-
water Library, 6000 N. Broad-
way, will have a small selection
of crafting materials that can be
picked up through Friday, which
is when all cards are due. They
don’t have to be fancy, just have
them come from your heart.

Please email Librarian Katy
Linehan (klinehan@chipublib.
org) with the number of cards you
can provide. If you can’t come by
when the library is open, bundle
your cards and put them in a bag
in the outside book drop. Clearly
label the bag: Attn: Edgewater
Village Chicago.

Staff at Chicago Methodist Senior Services distributed about 500 holiday
cards to its residents in Wesley Place, Hartwell House and Covenant Home
from Edgewater Village Chicago volunteers.

Katy Linehan, left, adult services librarian at the Edgewater Branch Library,
and Betsy Kane, Program Committee member at Edgewater Village.




BY PETER VON BUOL

Last years’ battle over a commercial
parking lot in Lincoln Square is rearing its
head again in 2021.

And thanks to the unfortunate 2020-21
trend toward only holding online virtual
meetings, a lot of people in the community
now feel their voices are literally being
suppressed, as city officials sprint to try
and seal up another deal hoping to avoid
the community pushback they got in 2020.

In late 2019 a scheme was hatched be-
tween city officials, the 47th Ward office
and an out of state developer - The Com-
munity Builders - to turn a commercial
parking lot into a five-story affordable
housing project.

When neighbors rallied to protect
their parking lot, Ald. Matt Martin [47th]
claimed that people in his ward were un-
dertaking a misinformation campaign
against the project. Martin even released
a statement after the deal was already in
the planning stages on what the developer
wanted to build, while also decrying the
“falsehoods” being circulated to “mislead
community members.”

It was not a great start toward engaging
his constituents in open debate, after keep-
ing the larger community in the dark for
months by only telling a select few of his
supporters about the proposal.

That bullying continued during a Jan.
21 Zoom meeting where nobody was per-
mitted to ask direct questions of aldermen
Martin or Andre Vasquez [40th], or Cmsr.
Marisa Novara of the Chicago Dept. of
Housing, as would have been the case had
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Lincoln Square revisiting site of 2020 fight

a real community meeting be held out in
the open, rather than online.

The few questions that were taken on-
line, were chosen by an aldermanic staff
member from the hundreds of questions
and responses that were being posted live
in the chat box.

If that Zoom chat box was any reflec-
tion of the level of community disagree-
ment over the project, then City Hall and
Martin’s office have another problem on
their hands as they try to plop a high den-
sity Equity Transit Oriented Development
[ETOD] down at 4715 N. Western Ave.

The lots in question at Leland and West-
ern avenues that make up the area pro-
posed for the ETOD housing development,
were actually taken from their former
owners in 1975 by City Hall in an eminent
domain action to support the commercial
district with a metered off-street parking
lot. To now turn that property over for free
to a private developer seems a disservice
to those people who gave up those proper-
ties for a greater community need over 40
years ago.

As was the case in 2020, neighbors who
joined the Jan 21 online meeting again fear
that the loss of the commercial parking lot
would damage a number of nearby busi-
nesses and local institutions. Those that
would appear to be most at risk are the
many unique small retailers and indepen-
dent restaurants that have helped turn the
community into a regional draw, bringing
people into Lincoln Square from the entire
the six-county region.

Also benefiting from the parking lot are
cultural institutions such as the Davis The-

Downtown hotel operators
continue to face pandemic
lockdown challenges

No full recovery until 2024

After their worst year on record, the Il-
linois Hotel & Lodging Assoc. [THLA] re-
cently released its 2021 State of the Hotel
Industry report, examining the economics
of recovery.

Chicago-area hotels were greatly im-
pacted by the pandemic and will face these
same challenges in 2021, with occupancy
rates in Chicago too low to operate profit-
ably. Chicago has already seen several big
name bankruptcies and closings.

According to the IHLA, 23 downtown
hotels have closed. The Palmer House
Hilton, 17 E. Monroe St., which is in fore-
closure, has become the most prominent
Chicago victim of the collapse of the local
lodging industry.

The Westin Michigan Avenue Chicago,
909 N. Michigan Ave., The Park Hyatt Chi-
cago, 800 N. Michigan Ave., and Peninsula
Hotel, 108 E. Superior St., have temporar-
ily closed due to the pandemic, as have two
other big convention hotels, the Sheraton
Chicago and the Chicago Hilton.

Disruption caused by the coronavirus
pandemic and economic lockdown resulted
in historically low room occupancy in Chi-
cago, massive job losses and hotel closures
across the nation.

Occupancy rates in Chicago have
dropped as low as 35% and room rates are
down over 54% year-over year.

While the industry expects to recover, it
will take several years to fully rebound.

Business and group travel will be largely
contingent on widespread vaccine distribu-
tion and is not expected to begin to return
until the latter part of the 2021. The indus-
try does not expect pre-pandemic travel
levels to return until 2024. Additionally,

pre-pandemic employment levels won’t re-
turn until at least 2023.

This will also greatly burden the mil-
lions of people, vendors and government
who once relied on the hotel industry for
employment and will impact state and lo-
cal governments that rely on hospitality re-
lated tax collections.

“Even as vaccines begin to be rolled out
and other businesses begin to reopen, the
hotel industry largely remains at a stand-
still. These projections show that getting
back to normal will be a slow process, as
hotels were among the first businesses
to close during the pandemic and will be
among the last to open. While I am con-
fident in the industry’s ability to recover,
additional assistance will be needed from
elected officials at all levels of government
to help get people back to work and keep
our doors open,” said Michael Jacobson,
CEO of the IHLA.

The report shows that while hotels are
projected to add 200,000 operations jobs
nationwide in 2021, this will remain nearly
500,000 jobs below the industry’s pre-pan-
demic level of 2.3 million employees.

In Illinois, 26,124 direct hotel-related
jobs have been lost, and 119,408 total jobs
lost supporting the local hotel industry.

Half of U.S. hotel rooms are projected to
remain empty.

Business travel is expected to be down
85% compared to 2019. This is expected to
last through April 2021, and then will only
tick up slightly.

Travel for leisure will be the first to re-
turn, with 56% of consumers expecting to
travel in 2021, which is roughly the same
amount as an average year.

Nearly half of consumers see vaccine
distribution as the key to future travel.

ater, Old Town School of Folk Music, and
the DANKHaus German Cultural Center.
Losing the lot would make it more difficult
for them to draw in customers from outside
of the community, especially if Resident
Only Permit Parking is expanded in the
community, as Ald. Martin suggested it
might be during the Zoom meeting.

Losing that open parking lot during and
after construction of a residential develop-
ment would also leave the popular and well-
attended Lincoln Square Farmers Market,
the German American Festival, Apple Fest
and Mayfest struggling to survive.

While the alderman and commissioner
explained their plans Jan. 21, the tenor of
the chat box for this online meeting grew
quite vitriolic, with those people hoping
to save the parking lot being met with a
mantra that claimed that cars are evil and
killing the planet, and that people should
bike or ride a bus or train to get into the
community.

And oddly the very premise of putting
an ETOD in Lincoln Square would seem
to be in direct conflict with Mayor Lori
Lightfoot’s own agenda, which was spelled
out in a Sept. 2020 Policy Plan draft on the
city’s ETOD goals.

That plan “proposes a roadmap for City
actions over the next three years to advance
racial equity, community wealth building,
climate resilience and public health goals
through equitable ETOD.”

The Mayor’s plan calls for ETOD devel-
opments to be focussed on South and West
Side neighborhoods that have long been
overlooked by City Hall; not in wealthy,
mostly white neighborhoods like Lincoln
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Square.

As the plan explains, “TOD develop-
ment approved between 2016 and 2019
reveals disparities in growth patterns be-
tween neighborhoods, reinforcing existing
racial inequities. During this time, almost
90% of new TOD projects took place in the
North Side, Northwest Side, in Downtown
and around the West Loop.”

“In contrast, little TOD activity occurred
near [transit station] areas in the South and
West Sides. Where new TOD develop-
ment is occurring, White population has
increased, Black population has decreased,
and Hispanic/Latinx population has in-
creased in some areas and decreased in
others.”

The effort to build a new ETOD in Lin-
coln Square leaves many neighbors to ask,
if the city really wants new ETOD devel-
opment to serve predominantly minor-
ity communities, how they could now be
expending scarce city resources adding
another ETOD to a wealthy White North
Side community, when social and minority
equity is supposedly so vital?

The Mayor’s plan explains that the demo-
graphic shifts point to established systemic
racially-oriented displacement patterns.
“In contrast, areas [on the South and West
Sides] near rail stations that are eligible for
TOD benefits but that have not seen TOD
project activity have 40% more residents
of color, 23% more low-income residents
and 16% more residents with a high school
education or less than areas where TOD
projects have occurred.”
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FREE
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Your brake inspection is absolutely FREE!
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$9.99 TIRE ROTATION &
VEHICLE INSPECTION

Includes: Tire Rotation, Front End Inspection, Belts & Hoses Check,
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Charging System Check, Battery Check.
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oil (brands vary). Most cars. Special diesel oil & filter extra.
Call for appointment. No other discounts apply.

| 'ﬁ-. MICHELIN |

We employ
ASC Certificated
Technicians

FREE
CHARGING SYSTEM
EVALUATION

Test your battery before it tests you!

MAINTENANCE

$10 OFF

SPECIAL!

Vehicle |

$29.99

on $100 to $200 purchase Cc

Check Alignment
Brake Inspection & Tire Rotation...

. s1000 ONLY

Check

$20 OFF

on $201 to $300 purchase

Charging Syst
Oil, Lube & Filter $39.99

s $89.99

$25 OFF

on purchase over $301

$24.95
Vehicle inspection includes checking of: belts, hoses, wiper blades, oil level & condition,
transmission fluid, tire condition & tread check, fill washer solvent, check & top off all fluids,
lube door hinges & latches, check for any types of leaks, check suspension, check exhaust,
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Historic Our Lady of Lourdes Parish
consolidated with St. Mary of the Lake Parish

BY PETER VON BUOL

Citing mounting debt and de-
clining enrollment, officials from
the Archdiocese of Chicago on
the evening of Jan. 22 announced
Cardinal Blase Cupich’s decision
to consolidate Ravenswood’s his-
toric Our Lady of Lourdes Par-
ish, 1601 W. Leland Ave. with the
nearby St. Mary of the Lake Par-
ish, 4220 N. Sheridan Rd.

Cupich consolidated Our Lady
of Lourdes and St. Mary of the
Lake as a new parish to be named
St. Mary of the Lake and Our
Lady of Lourdes Parish. The two
churches will be served by one
pastor and his pastoral team. The
change will take effect July 1 with
both St. Mary of the Lake and
Our Lady of Lourdes Churches
to be used for Masses and other
church services.

That evening, Auxiliary Bish-
op Mark Bartosic announced the
archdiocese has decided it will be
selling the building once home to
the former Our Lady of Lourdes
parish school at 4641 N. Ashland
Ave.

Both parishes are part of the
archdiocese’s “Wrigley Field
Grouping” which also includes
St. Benedict, 2215 W. Irving
Park Rd., and St. Andrew Par-
ish, 3546 N. Paulina St. While St.
Andrew Parish and St. Benedict
parish will continue to operate as
separate parishes, they have been
united in a contractual agreement
to work together.

“This decision builds upon the
activities that these parishes have
already co-sponsored over the
last several years and asks them
to more deliberately plan on ways
that two Catholic parishes can
support one another,” according
to a written statement from the
Archdiocese of Chicago.

While the decision to keep the

EXDPRESS
CAR WASH

Automatic Car Wash .

FREE VACUUMING
3218 W. Irving _

4550 W. Addison

4820 W. Lawrence

churches open brought a sigh of
relief to the anxious parishioners
who had attended the Jan. 22 vir-
tual meeting held by the Arch-
diocese of Chicago, the reprieve
may only be temporary. Bartosic
added the status of each of the
buildings in the Wrigley Field
Grouping will be reviewed on an
annual basis.

Among those relieved the
church buildings will be pre-
served in their present form is
the architectural preservationist
group Preservation Chicago.

“[We were] very pleased that the
Archdiocese of Chicago chose to
keep open all of the magnificent
churches and church buildings in
what they are describing as the
“Wrigleyville group,” without
any closures at this time,” said
Ward Miller, executive director
of Preservation Chicago. “We re-
alize there is a consolidation pro-
posed, including that of Our Lady
of Lourdes and St. Mary of the
Lake, and that will likely proceed
forward as of July 1. There are
also some annual reviews which
were mentioned in the announce-
ment, which are a bit worrisome
for each of the communities,
schools, and their various build-
ings, along with some guidelines
and goals to be implemented.”

Unfortunately, added Miller,
while the archdiocese has kept
the church buildings open, pa-
rishioners are now facing more
pressure than ever. “While some
may see the archdiocese’s Renew
My Church as a call to reinvigo-
rate their church others may find
the pressure overwhelming.”

“It’s unfortunate that these
spectacular buildings, which are
important cornerstones, gateways,
anchors and landmarks in our
communities, are now under such
mandates and pressures, as they
provide a sense of community to
many, while they continue to be a
source of so many social services,
in addition to centers of faith and
contemplation,” said Miller. “A
loss of any of these resources,
these buildings, these schools
and community centers, are all a
great tragedy when consolidated,
closed and sold. Sometimes, they
are even lost to demolition, which
benefits very few, if any in the
community and therefore another
loss and missed opportunity—
destined for landfill. This was not
the intention of the original com-
munities of people that built and

BBB A+ Rating
SNOW REMOVAL
COMMON AREAS CLEANING
OFFICE CLEANING - CARPET CLEANING
POWER WASHING

773-292-6015

www.callchoicejanitorialicom
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sponsored these structures.”

Miller adds the upcoming sale
of the former parish school build-
ing may bring about a new oppor-
tunity to reinvigorate the commu-
nity.

“We are all hopeful that the
building will be reused for a new
idea and purpose, which will
serve the community. Perhaps
some of these structures could be-
come Landmark-eligible and the
Archdiocese of Chicago should
encourage a Chicago Landmark
Designation of their churches and
ancillary buildings, as they were
often built by the community
and given to them to maintain,
staff and steward in perpetuity.
Sometimes that commitment and
promise - which came with that
community gift - is overlooked
and forgotten, but important to re-
member as well,” Miller said.

Designed by the prominent Chi-
cago architectural firm of Worth-
mann and Steinbach, the church

was originally built in 1916. Doz-
ens of the churches and homes
designed by the architectural firm
have been recognized by the city
of Chicago on its Architectural
Resources Survey. The building
was originally located across the
street.

The church’s honors Our Lady
of Lourdes, an honorific title be-
stowed upon the mother of Jesus
Christ. In 1858, Bernadette Sou-
birousa, a young teenager who
lived near Lourdes, France began
seeing visions of a person who
appeared to be Mary. Despite
initial skepticism by local church
officials, the young girl’s visions
were eventually accepted “worthy
of belief” and the site of her vi-
sions has become a popular site
for religious pilgrimages.

Soubirousa’s story was the sub-
ject of a 1941 best-selling histori-
cal novel Song of Bernadette. The
book served as the source for a
popular 1943 movie of the same

name.

Chicago’s Our Lady of Lourdes
is the designated national shrine
of the French pilgrimage site.
Worship services at the church
include those associated with the
site in France.

While the archdiocese has
been combining parishes, which
are geographically close to one
another, Miller suggests the arch-
diocese should also take into con-
sideration other factors as well.

“The consolidations represent
a broad community area, which
although geographically close
in proximity, really do represent
differing areas of people, income
brackets and neighborhoods.
On a map they may look close
to the outside observer, but each
of these communities are differ-
ent and we should be looking at
preserving many of these sacred
buildings, institutions and places
and insuring their long-term fu-
ture,” Miller said.
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every year since 2006, has been
canceled. Traditionally taking
place on the Thursday night be-
fore the Academy Awards, the
cautions of pandemic necessitat-
ed the move.

PARIS MAKEOVER: Paris’
famed Champs-Elysées—the
avenue leading to the Arc de
Triomphe—will be transformed
into a greener, more pedestrian-
friendly site through a planned
€250 million ($304 million)
project. But the French avenue’s
“green makeover” won’t be fin-
ished until after the city’s 2024
Summer Olympics.

END OF AN ERA: Siegfried
Fishbacher, of Siefried & Roy,
the fabled Las Vegas duo, has
died of cancer at age 81. His Part-
ner Roy Horn died of COVID last
May at age 75. Their magic act
utilizing large animals including
exotic cats started in the 1960’s
and continued until several years
ago when Roy was mauled by a
tiger.

WHO’S WHERE: Jolanta
Ruege at Northbrook Court, hop-
ing shopping therapy never goes
out of style and is still politically
correct... Jane and Joe Yount
in sunny Palm Desert, CA...
Harold Washington TV mini-
series in the works by playwright
Ike Holter... Happy Birthday to
Caleigh Tully celebrating with
parents Ellen and Tom Tully...
birthday girl Staci McClane
with Bobbi Panter, Nina Mari-
ano, Sherry Lea Fox and Sylvia
Perez... Shaun Rajah inviting

Bobbi Panter, Nina Mariano, Sherry
Lea Fox, Sylvia Perez and Stacie
McClane.

Shaun Rajah

folk to special Bridgerton Teas at
the Drake Hotel with special tea
cakes he knows Lady Whistle-
down would approve... County
Treasurer Maria Pappas re-
walking the runway in the memo-
ries of those fashion junkies who
recall the Aibi Aifi show and how
splendid she looked in her Lau-
ren Lein little black dress that
she bought that night... beauty
author Irene Michaels at Tavern
on Rush signing her latest book
with Michelle Stromberg Ohl-
haber and David M. Lissner...
Jonathon Wells with lovely Gail
Wells, AKA, Mom, at Harbor
Shores... artist David Cook has
emerged with a wonderful new
series of American botanicals...
writer Sherrill Bodine, lunching
with designer Laurie Borse and
Barb Bailey at Ralph Lauren Bar
& Grill. Borse, normally work-
ing at her home in Paris, was in
Chicago designing in the age of
COVID... desert beauties Sherry

Lea Fox and Mary Lasky at sun-
ny and warm Mummy Mountain,
Paradise Valley, AZ... Chrissy
Jacobs mending nicely after ar-
throscopic surgery on her knee’s
torn meniscus... attorney Thom-
as Murphy at the snowy Indiana
Dunes... artist Adam Handler
has paintings in Asia. If you are
in Taiwan check out One Art at
the Taipei Art Fair where he has a
series of girl and tulip paintings.

VENICE FILM FEST: The
2020 Oscar-winning South Ko-
rean filmmaker, director Bong
Joon Ho, will head up the inter-
national jury for the 78th Venice
Film Festival in September.

This is one time where televi-
sion really fails to capture the
true excitement of a large squir-
rel predicting the weather.

-- Phil Connors

tog515@gmail.com



Kevin and his father Dan O’Donnell.
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Leah and Richard Steel with Dan O’Donnell.
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Dan O’Donnell in his hardware store.

Photo courtesy of Dimitre

Photo courtesy of New City

Lincoln Park’s best nelghbor, Dan O’Donnell dead at 80

BY PATRICK BUTLER

He was the best neighbor any-
one could have.

Not every neighborhood has a
Dan O’Donnell, but every neigh-
borhood needs a Dan O’Donnell.

Whether it was loaning you that
special tool you needed to fix the
furnace, finding you - and vouch-
ing for - a laborer, looking after a
lonely senior citizen, or buying a
sandwich and coffee for a strang-
er, kindness defined the man.

He was the guy who drove your
mom to the doctor in a pinch,
slipped some nun a handful of
cash on the sly, showed up with
a bag full of groceries when the
paychecks ended, or a handful of
kids Christmas gifts for families
with less, as he did just this last
Christmas.

Keith O’Reilly whose carefree
summer in Chicago ended in
tragedy when he decided to dive
in for a swim while watching the
sunrise over Lake Michigan after
a night out. He died after severely
injuring his head and spine diving
off the North Ave. pier.

“He negotiated the medical
cost down [for O’Reilly and the
young girl] to practically nothing
and provided other support for the
families,” Steele said. That young
girl has grown up to be a heathy
young adult today.

When the Katrina hurricane
struck, O’Donnell rallied his
neighbors and friends to send
semi-truck loads of food, supplies
and clothing to the stricken. That
done, he turned to other needs,
raising up to $15,000 for local
food pantries, Steele said.

Ald. Michele Smith [43rd], Dan O’Donnell, Mayor Lori Lightfoot and Ald.

Tom Tunney [44th].

Photo courtesy of City of Chicago Mayor’s Office

interest in Armitage Hardware,
925 W. Armitage Ave., eventually
buying out his partner. Founded as
a general store in 1896, it became
a hardware store in 1922. In its
hey day before the advent of Home
Depot and Menards, it was what a
real hardware store was supposed
to be. Prices were fair and ‘fix-it’
advice safe, solid and abundant.

He was the guy who would
make arrangements to help
get a young man back home
to his own family in Ireland
after an accidental death on
Chicago’s lakefront, as he
did in 2009. That was Dan
O’Donnell.

O’Donnell died Jan. 19
in Florida after suffering a
severe brain hemorrhage.
He had just taken a power-
boat ride with his son on the

He was the guy who drove
your mom to the doctor

in a pinch, slipped some nun
a handful of cash on the sly,

showed up with a bag full

of groceries when the paychecks
ended, or a handful of kids
Christmas gifts for families

with less, as he did
Jjust this last Christmas.

Gulf Coast, and died back
on shore with the salt spray still
on his face and sea water in his
veins. He loved being on the wa-
ter more than anywhere else.

Dan had many boats in his life,
and frequently took those who
didn’t have the resources to own
a boat out for joy rides.

“There are tears — lots of them
— on both sides of the Atlantic as
word gets out around town,” said
North Sider Kathy Hills last week
on learning of his death.

At one time or another, the Lin-
coln Park hardware store owner,
church-goer, world traveler, com-
munity activist and member of
dozens of community organiza-
tions helped just about anyone
who crossed his path in need of
help, said Leah Steele, retired
head of the Sulzer Library, and
board member of the Ravenswood
Lakeview Historical Assoc., and
volunteer at the Irish American
Heritage Center.

“My memories of Dan al-
ways include him helping oth-
ers,” Steele said. “I remember
when a young girl developed a
flesh eating-disease and the next
thing I knew he had filled up the
Sulzer Library with the press and
others who wanted to help,” she
said. “Boy did she get help, and
quick!”

Or when he helped a young

“If Dan found someone who
needed help, he provided what he
could — or found someone who
could do it better,” Steele said.

In an earlier day he and his
friend Rev. George Rice also
found time to get the city to create
the Archbishop Sheil Community
Park on Southport, and later get
run-in by the police for holding
fundraising Bingo games for St.
Andrew’s Church. (Don’t worry, a
nun snuck all the cash out a back-
door during the raid.)

Then, years later, after Rev.
Rice died, O’Donnell pulled a
work crew together and rehabbed
his dear friend’s home for his wife
Marilyn.

Dan was a founding member of
the Friends of Lake View High
School, and helped to raise tens
of thousands of dollars for the
school. He personally helped to
rehab the large stained glass win-
dow above the building’s south
side entrance.

He was a founding member of
the Friends of The Sulzer Region-
al Library, and he and a few others
raised funds for many concerts,
author readings, children’s read-
ings and services to the hard-of-
hearing. The Friend’s group paid
for the grand piano that is still in
use at Sulzer.

In 1967 O’Donnell took a part-

The O’Donnell family have
pretty much gotten out of the
hardware business now, but
they still have a small retail
storefront and do a healthy
online business selling We-
ber Grills and smokers, as
well as other dry goods.

Back in the 1960’s, when
Dan and his wife invested
in the community, Lincoln
Park was the furthest thing
from its current incarna-
tion of million-dollar homes
and pricey stores and restaurants.
“You could buy anything on the
block for $4,000,” O’Donnell re-
called in a 2003 Chicago Tribune
story. “It was just a gang-torn
neighborhood.” The O’Donnell
clan helped renew and rebuild
Lincoln Park, and later in life he
and his wife actually moved into
a suite on the top floor of their
landmark building.

A 50-year member of the Ki-
wanis Club of Lakeview, every
year he helped to raise money on
Peanut Day that was dispersed to
dozens of North Side charities.

He did dozens of favors for
schools, churches, and charitable
organizations in his community,
mostly behind the scenes, never
expecting praise or honors. It’s
just what good neighbors do.

Some of his favorite projects
were caring for his historic Lin-
coln Park-area properties, always
working on them with an eye to-
ward architectural preservation.

But in recent years, he was
probably best known for his work
with Irish J-1 students visiting
Chicago during the summers.
What started as an effort to find
summer housing and jobs for two
girls and six boys found sitting on
their luggage in front of a drug
store on Armitage Ave. in the
1990s turned into helping thou-

sands of kids manage a summer
in Chicago, since many showed
up in town with little money, no
job lined up, nor a place to stay.
At times the emergency housing
was in his hardware store’s own
basement, or a church basement
up the street.

“I just want the kids to leave
with a good taste of America. |
don’t want them to go home with
bad memories,‘ he told the Chi-
cago Tribune in 20009.

The program had grown to the
point where by 2013, nearly 1,500
Irish students, ages 19 to 21, were
turning up at Armitage Hardware
every year seeking help. And help
he did, finding them apartments
and work, getting CTA passes and
phones, arranging for use of the
internet facilities at DePaul Univ.,
directing them to the Social Secu-
rity office, providing maps, pur-
chasing household items on the
cheap at Target, and suggesting
where to go for fun (and where to
avoid danger) in Chicago... any-
thing they may need to get set up
for the summer.

On March 13,2013, O’Donnell
was honored by the Irish Immi-
grant Support Group and 300
well-wishers at Gaelic Park on
the South Side, and in Feb. 2020
he was awarded by the The Ire-
land Network of Chicago for his
work with Irish students.

Some of his nearby neighbors
may not have met him, but in Ire-
land he was a legend. If not for the
pandemic travel ban, Aer Lingus
may have had to add extra flights
to Chicago to get the mourners to
his funeral.

As early as five years ago,
friends were suggesting the Irish
J-1 program would only grow
larger and that he needed more
help. The program still needs a
helping hand. O’Donnell won’t
be there to help out this summer,
but his son Brian will be taking
over that duty. Volunteers are
welcome, any takers?

He is survived by his wife
Kathleen, daughter Erin, sons
Kevin and Brian, their spouses
and bunches of grandkids and
neighbors whose lives were all
enhanced by their proximity to
the best neighbor in the ‘hood.
They will all miss him dearly.
Services were held Jan. 27.

Contributions may be made to
the Kiwanis Club of Lakeview,
and sent care of Armitage Hard-
ware Direct, 925 W. Armitage,
Chicago, IL 60614. All donations
will be given to the local charities
and organizations that O’Donnell
held dear.

g@@o@OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO0OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

This unique spot
is brimming with rich art
and literary masterpieces!

KOOSO SOOI

Open Noon-7 pm

Helrl()@m 5

A welcoming used book nook with an enchanting vibe.
Settle in on one of the comfy couches for a read
or browse the beautiful artwork.
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6239 N. Clark Street 239-595-7426
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Police
Beat...

Woman beaten, pistol-whipped
and carjacked near Wrigleyville

A 32-year-old woman was pistol-
whipped, punched in the face, and
carjacked near her Lakeview home
around 7 a.m. Jan 19.

The woman was driving her black
Dodge Charger through an alley on
the 3600 block of N. Bosworth when
a blue SUV blocked her path, police
said. A man got out of the SUV, dis-
played a handgun, and ordered her
out of her car.

According to the police report,
he then opened her driver's door,
punched her in the face, and clob-
bered her in the head with the
handgun. She got out of the car,
and the offender drove away west-
bound toward Ashland, followed by
the blue SUV, police said.

Witnesses said the carjacker
plowed into an obstacle as he sped
away, so the Charger probably has
damage to the front left side.

Police searched for the cars and
suspects — described as three
young Black males who may be
teenagers — but came up empty-
handed. The suspects were report-
edly wearing dark clothing and
masks.

No arrests have been made. The
victim was treated at the scene for
her injuries, police said.

At least two more carjackings
were reported on the North Side
Jan. 18.

Around 6:18 p.m. a gunman
knocked on the driver’s window of
a 35-year-old man'’s car as he sat in
the parking lot at Walgreens, 4010
W. Lawrence. The offender put a
gun to the victim’s head, demanded
his valuables, and then ordered him
out of the car, police said. The entire
incident was captured on store sur-
veillance video.

According to the victim, the
carjacker was a young male of un-
known race who stood about 5-6"
tall and wore a mask.

Later, another man was beaten
and carjacked in Lincoln Square.

The 51-year-old victim was in the
2600 block of W. Gregory near Lin-
coln Avenue when three offenders
displayed a handgun, punched him
in the head, and took his white Acu-
ra MDX. He said the carjackers got
out of a white sedan before they at-
tacked him.

No arrests have been made.

Willis Tower carjackers linked
to shootings, robberies
across city and suburbs

A June 20 carjacking outside the
former Sears Tower was captured on
video and police have linked the hi-
jackers to a string of violent crimes,
including shootings, restaurant rob-
beries, and other carjackings across
the city and suburbs. The men also
battered and robbed a pedestrian
in the Loop.

Chicago police said the armed
men, who travel in carjacked ve-
hicles, may be linked to shootings
on the city’s West Side. A source
said they are also responsible for a
shooting in Oak Park.

The men have also robbed fast
food restaurants during late eve-
ning and early morning hours by
crawling through the businesses’
drive-thru windows, police said.

According to a CPD report, the
men went after the employees’ car
keys, purses, and other property af-
ter entering the restaurant 7:19 a.m.
Jan. 17.

OnJan.19,thecrew hijacked adriver
in the 9800 block of S. Halsted around
5:17 a.m., police said. And they're sus-
pected of committing robberies in
suburban Summit, Maywood, Mat-
teson, Palos Heights, Oak Forest, and
Oak Park, according to CPD.

Police said the robbers are three to
four masked men who may be driving
the silver 2011 Mitsubishi Outlander
that was carjacked outside Willis Tow-
er Jan. 21. It bears lllinois license plate
BN48756.

A law enforcement source said the
robbers arrived at Wednesday’s car-
jacking in another stolen vehicle bear-
ing a plate that begins with CK135.

Anyone with information about
the robberies can contact Area Four
detectives at 312-746-8251 regarding
crime pattern P21-4-008BA.

More carjackings

The carjackings won't stop. And,
once again, the early evening hours
of Jan. 19 proved to be prime time for
hijackings on the North Side.

In Old Town, three offenders armed
with a gun pushed a man and took his
carin the 200 block of W. Scott around
5:15 p.m. The hijackers drove away
with the victim’s white 2013 Ford Fu-
sion.

According to the man, the suspects
were three Black males in their mid- to
late teens. One wore a black and blue
winter hat with a blue jacket, and an-
other, who had short hair, wore a gray
puffy jacket. No description was avail-
able for the third suspect.

Police had a little more success af-
ter two carjacking attempts unfold-
ed minutes apart in the West Ridge
neighborhood.

First, a group of five men report-
edly brandished a knife, battered a
man, and tried to take his car in the
6100 block of N. Artesian around 6:15
p.m. But their efforts failed, and they
fled the scene.

About 20 minutes later, they ap-
parently popped up again in the
6200 block of N. Washtenaw. That’s
where a man reported that a group of
six young men beat and kicked him,
then took his backpack, wallet, and
keys, and tried to take his car. But the
car wouldn't start, and the group ran
away.

Police searched the area and found
four suspects nearby. The group was
taken in for questioning.

Then, shortly after 8 p.m., a 50-year-
old Jefferson Park man was carjacked
as he unloaded groceries outside his
home in the 4900 block of N. Mason.
He told police that two offenders got
out of a Honda Civic and one of them
displayed a firearm.

The offenders ordered him to hand
over money, but he didn't have any,
police said. So, the gunman jumped
in the man’s black Infiniti M35 and
drove away.

Police spotted the carjackers’ Hon-
da Civic a short time later and tried to
pull it over. But the vehicle sped away
and crashed in the 5300 block of W.
Lawrence, according to CPD. All of the
car's occupants ran from the scene.
Officers found a gun inside the crash
car.

74-year-old “thug” cop killer
gets life sentence
for Lincoln Square bank robbery

A 74-year-old man who spent about
15 years in prison for killing a Chicago
cop in 1968 (and another 30 years
behind bars for robbing a restaurant
after he got out) will spend the rest of
his life in federal prison for robbing a
Lincoln Square bank in July 2018.

It probably didn’t help that David
Walsh last year threatened to kill the
federal judge overseeing his case.

In July 2018, Walsh went to a Raven-
swood retirement home and tried to
recruit an acquaintance to join him in
a series of small-time bank robbery
jobs, the FBI said after his arrest. The
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other guy declined the opportunity.

The next day, Walsh walked in wear-
ing a plastic mask and robbed the U.S.
Bank branch at 4725 N. Western Ave.,
with a loaded gun in his pants.

With $3,700 of the bank’s money in
his shirt, Walsh ran into a nearby al-
ley and changed his clothes. Then he
slipped away on a train at the Western
Brown Line CTA station.

Not long after that, the guy Walsh
tried to recruit as a partner contact-
ed the FBI because he used to make
money as a paid federal informant. He
snitched on Walsh, but the feds say
they didn’t pay him for his help this
time.

Thetipster wore awireand metwith
Walsh a couple of more times to dis-
cuss his bank robbery proposal while
the FBI built a case. Agents moved in
and arrested Walsh as he rode around
a bank parking
lot on Milwau-
kee Ave. in the
informant’s car.

Walsh re-
ceived a 20- to
40-yearsentence
for fatally shoot-
ing a Chicago
—er- 9> police officer
who asked him if he was authorized
to carry a handgun in 1968. He was
paroled in May 1983. Five weeks later,
he was charged with distributing can-
nabis and got a six-month sentence.

He got a two-year sentence for the
guns and got out of prison on April 1,
1987. On April 11, saying he wanted to
celebrate his 10th day of freedom, he
robbed a South Side restaurant.

Walsh received a 60-year sentence
for the restaurant robbery “celebra-
tion,” and then got out in half that
time in 2017. The next summer, he
robbed the bank in Lincoln Square.

But his willingness to threaten au-
thorities didn’t fade.

During a court hearing last year,
Walsh told U.S. District Judge Gary
Feinerman, “I not only would blow
your f*¢Cking brains out, you pig, but
| would kill your entire f*¢king fam-
ily and torture and murder each and
every f*¢king one of them, you filthy,
motherf*¢king lying pig motherf*cker
you.”

During the hearing, Feinerman
said he was planning to give Walsh 13
years for the Lincoln Square bank rob-
bery. This week, the judge sent him
away for life.

Convicted 16 times,
felon now charged
with Old Town home invasion

A 16-time convicted felon who's
on parole for three burglaries and
who once faced attempted murder
charges for shooting at Chicago po-
lice officers is now charged with com-
mitting an armed home invasion in
Old Town.

Roosevelt “Robert” Allen, 52, was
ordered held without bail by Judge
David Navarro during a bond hearing
Jan. 14.

“You have demonstrated yourself
to be a clear and continuing danger
to the safety of every member of the
community,” Navarro told Allen, who
first went to prison during the Reagan
Administration.

Allen, who was released early from
prison in July after serving half of
three concurrent 12-year sentences
for burglary, is accused of breaking
into a high-rise apartment in the 1300
block of N. Wells 6:40 a.m. Jan. 20.

Assistant State’s Attorney Lorraine
Scaduto said surveillance video shows
Allen trying to pry open the apart-
ment building’s front door for nearly
an hour before a female resident
walked out, allowing him to enter.

Minutes later, a 25-year-old man
woke up and saw Allen next to him,
rummaging through a desk, Scaduto
said.

When the victim asked what was

going on, Allen identified himself as
“Lewis” and walked into the living
room.

The victim, unclear about what
was happening, followed him there
until Allen pulled out a pocket knife,
extended it toward him, and began
walking slowly in his direction, ac-
cording to Scaduto.

The victim was so scared, he ran
from his apartment and, rather than
risk waiting for
an elevator,
scurried down

| - 14 flights of
(_I"'— stairs to the
! e lobby. There
— f" r
| - he told a front
" desk attendant
about what

h .

Roosevelt “Robert” appe.ned
Police drove

Allen .

the victim

around the neighborhood while he
tracked his stolen phone. They found
Allen nearby on the 200 block of W.
Scott, and the victim immediately
recognized him as the intruder.

Allen was carrying the victim’s
phone and Ventra card. A duffle bag
belonging to the victim’s roommate,
who slept through the home invasion,
was found next to Allen. Police recov-
ered another phone and earbuds that
were allegedly stolen from the first
victim’s desk, as well as a knife.

Allen was wearing the same jacket
with a distinctive patch that the in-
truder is seen wearing on the build-
ing’s surveillance video, Scaduto con-
tinued.

Neither victim knows Allen, but
Scaduto later said Allen previously
went to prison for burglarizing one of
the home invasion victims’ residences
in 2014.

She told Judge Navarro that Al-
len had been sentenced to prison 16
times: 10 times for burglaries, four
times for theft-related cases, and one
time for aggravated assault with a
deadly weapon.

But the aggravated assault case
was originally charged as attempted
murder after Allen shot at police of-
ficers who tried to intervene as he
and others fired guns at each other at
a Cabrini-Green housing complex in
1989, she said.

According to state records, he
eventually received a sentence of just
one year for aggravated assault in the
case.

He is currently on parole for three
separate burglaries that he commit-
ted in July 2014, Scaduto said, add-
ing that two of those cases “involved
the exact same victim” as the Jan. 20
home invasion.

During the July 2014 burglaries,
Allen was on parole for a series of
burglaries committed in 2006. Dur-
ing those break-ins, he took $20,000
worth of high-end champagne from a
bar on Hubbard St. in River North. He
was also convicted of returning to the
same bar days later to steal another
$5,600 worth of liquor.

Uptown armed robbery

Two 26-year-old men told police
they were robbed while walking in
the 700 block of W. Hutchinson when
a pair of gunmen got out of a silver
Audi around 9:50 p.m. Jan. 18. The
offenders each pointed guns at the
victims and took their phones and
wallets before returning to the SUV,
which sped away, according to Officer
Ronald Westbrooks, a CPD spokesper-
son.

A silver Toyota that appeared to
be traveling with the robber’'s Audi
crashed nearby, and its occupants
ran from the area. That car had been
stolen in Skokie. Westbrooks said the
robbers are two Black males in their
mid-20’s who stand about 6’ tall. One
of them wore a red shirt.

Hapless thief charged
with burglarizing same
Target store twice in one night

A little over a year ago, pros-
ecutors charged Armad Jones with
burglarizing a car in Lincoln Park
after he allegedly fell asleep inside
the vehicle.

If new allegations against Jones
are true, he’s continuing to have
horrible luck as a burglar.

Prosecutors say surveillance vid-
eo shows Jones burglarizing the
electronics department at Target,
1667 W. Division, around midnight
on Dec. 21, 2020. And then coming
back to the store to burglarize it
again four hours later.

Jones, 26, stole a phone dur-
ing his first after-hours shopping
trip, prosecutors said. He returned
through the same back door
around 4:30 a.m. to steal a Fitbit
and other electronics, according to
the state’s allegations.

He was arrested over the week-
end after Target security guards
recognized him when he returned
to the store
during busi-
ness hours.
Prosecutors
said he was
carrying the
same blue
backpack
and wearing
the same
hat that the
burglar wore. He was allegedly car-
rying five stolen credit cards issued
in different names, too.

One of the stolen credit cards
was used at a West Loop pharma-
cy, and video from that store shows
Jones is the person who used it, ac-
cording to prosecutors.

Jones received a three-year sen-
tence in March 2017 for two bur-
glaries, according to court records.
The year before that, he received a
142 day jail sentence for burglary of
a vehicle in Chicago.

In September 2019, a 27-year-
old woman police after she found
Jones sleeping behind the wheel
of her car.

During a custodial search at the
19th District station, cops alleg-
edly found a trove of “suspected
proceeds from criminal activity” in
his possession, including four cel-
lular phones, two portable speak-
ers, seven rings of varying sizes, an
iPod, a necklace, and two watches.

It was the third time he was ar-
rested and charged with theft-re-
lated crimes that month. He's been
arrested 16 times since 2014.

Now, prosecutors have charged
him with two counts of burglary,
identity theft, and unlawful pos-
session of debit cards in connec-
tion with his arrest at Target.

Armad Jones

Man robbed at gunpoint while
shoveling snow in Rogers Park

A man was robbed at gunpoint
as he shoveled snow in Rogers Park
Jan. 20, police said. Detectives re-
cently issued a community alert
about armed robberies in the area.

The victim, age 45, was clearing
snow when the offender walked
up and displayed a handgun on
the 7300 block of N. Ashland, CPD
spokesperson Karie James said.
The victim handed his valuables
to the robber, who fled south on
Ashland.

According to the victim, the rob-
ber is a Black male, 25- to 30-years-
old, about 5-10” tall, and 230-240
Ibs.

Area Three detectives on Sat-
urday warned about an armed
robbery pattern in the area after
investigators linked two recent
cases. One of those hold-ups took
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Spree killer’s gun linked
to unsolved Chicago shootings

BY CWBCHICAGO

The gun that Jason Nighten-
gale used to kill four people and
wound three others in a shooting
spree across Chicago and Evan-
ston on Jan. 9 has been linked to
other “shooting incidents” in the
city, according to a Sun Time re-
port.

Ballistics tests, which compare
unique microscopic marks that
guns leave on bullets and shell
casings, matched casings from
Nightengale’s gun to casings
found at other shooting scenes
in Chicago, a CPD spokesperson

confirmed.

Police are now looking at some
of the city’s unsolved murder cas-
es to see if there may be links to
Nightengale.

Police are working to determine
how Nightengale got the gun,
which has been on the street “a
long, long time,” the paper said.

CPD has declined to identify
individual crimes that Night-
engale might be linked to. The
department has specifically de-
clined to comment on rumors that
Nightengale might be responsible
for two random slayings of men in
the Rogers Park neighborhood.

Ballistics tests determined that
the bullets used in those murders
were fired by the same gun used
weeks later in shootings near the
United Center and Lawndale.

In the week before his shooting
spree, Nightengale posted a series
of disturbing videos to social me-
dia that showed him brandishing
a gun and looking for people to
victimize.Nightengale’s  shoot-
ing spree ended when Evanston
police killed him in a shoot-out.
Three of his victims died on the
day of the attacks. Last weekend,
61-year-old Marta Torres became
his fourth murder victim.

Lyft driver beaten in Lakeview
carjacking attempt; hijacking in River North

BY CWBCHICAGO

A Lyft driver was beaten with a
pistol by two teenagers who tried
to carjack him in Lakeview after
they ordered a ride via the ser-
vice’s phone application Jan. 24.

Another hijacking was reported
Jan. 23 in River North.

The rideshare driver, who was
left bleeding, managed to main-
tain control of his Lexus, and the
offenders ran away on foot fol-
lowing the 1:36 a.m. attack in the
1100 block of West Oakdale. The
59-year-old driver responded to a
Lyft ride request from an account
user named “Meliqu,” according

to a CPD report.

When he arrived at the pick-up
location, two young men got into
the Lexus, put a gun to his head,
and then began beating him in the
head with the weapon as they tried
to take control of his luxury car.

But the driver refused to give
up and a fight broke out. The of-
fenders got out of the car and ran
away westbound on Oakdale, then
northbound on Racine.

The suspects are two Black
males who are 13- to 15-years-old,
the driver reported. They’re both
about 5’-6” tall and wore black
North Face-brand winter coats.

In River North, a group of hi-

jackers used two vehicles to box-
in a driver as he sat in his parked
car on the 100 block of W. Kinzie
around 6:35 p.m. Jan 23, accord-
ing to police.

Two men got out of one of the
cars and ordered the 38-year-
old victim out of his white 2018
Range Rover. The man followed
their instructions and they took
off westbound with his car.

Both of the accompanying cars
also drove away. The victim’s
Range Rover was spotted by CPD
license plate readers about 45
minutes later in Little Italy.
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Park District resumes

in-person programming

In-person programming for the
Chicago Park District will resume
Monday at parks across the city
after the State adjusted metrics
that determine COVID-19 restric-
tions for Illinois regions.

Winter programs previously
scheduled to begin Jan. 4 were
suspended in accordance with the
State’s Tier 3 Resurgence Mitiga-
tion plan to suppress the pandem-
ic spread.

Under the current guidelines,
limited, socially distanced pro-

gramming will be offered at parks
across the city. Programs will run
now through March 28. In order to
adhere to strict capacity limits, all
in-person participants must reg-
ister. Masks must be worn at all
times. Virtual programs continue
as originally scheduled running
from Jan. 4 through March 21.

For more information call 312-
742-7529 or visit https://www.chi-
cagoparkdistrict.com/winter-2021
-programs.

Three attacked, robbed
on Red Line by bat-wielding,
pepper-spraying duo

BY CWBCHICAGO

CPD announced that a 15-year-
old female and a 23-year-old man
were arrested on the 1200 block
of N. Clark by officers who re-
sponded to an assault call. Police
said the teen “will receive a cur-
few citation and the male will be
arrested for an outstanding war-
rant.”

At least three CTA passengers
were walloped with a baseball
bat, sprayed with mace, or both
Sunday night by a pair of offend-
ers who unleashed a series of at-
tacks on the Red Line between
downtown and Howard St. Sev-
eral other passengers reported be-
ing threatened by the pair. No ar-
rests have been made as of 2 a.m.

FIGHT fromp. 5

Key findings of the Mayor’s
study shows that nearly 90% of
new development benefiting from
TOD incentives occurred on the
North and Near Northwest Sides,
and in and around the West Loop.
“In contrast little new TOD de-
velopment occurred in the West,
South, Southwest or even Far
Northwest Sides.” Also that from
2012 to 2017, the Black popula-
tion decreased in almost all ar-
eas where TOD activity occurred
near a CTA rail station while the
white population increased.

During the same time, the
Black population increased in
areas near CTA rail stations that
were eligible for TOD benefits but
did not see TOD activity, whereas
the white population decreased in
these areas.

The plan also says that there
has been a loss of Hispanic/
Latinx population in areas near
the CTA Red/Brown Line sta-
tions and near Metra stations on
the North/West sides where TOD
activity occurred.

The plan suggest that any new
ETOD requirements will be ad-
justed by neighborhood to “ensure
investment is facilitated in areas
that the private market tends to
skip over, like parts of the South
and West Sides.”

The 2019 ETOD Ordinance
directed the Plan to include “per-
formance measures that meet the
stated goals of eliminating the dis-
placement of residents and small
businesses, supporting  transit
investment, and fostering invest-
ment in communities of color and
low-income communities.” And

in Sept. 2020 the Dept. of Hous-
ing was charged with applying a
racial equity screen to its alloca-
tion of Low- Income Housing Tax
Credits as part of updating the
City’s Qualified Allocation Plan
in 2021, since many of Chicago’s
current plans and regulatory re-
quirements “date back to earlier
plans [that] reinforced systemic
racism both deliberately and inad-
vertently in the categorization, lo-
cation, and prioritization of Black
and Brown communities.”

The 2020 ETOD Policy Plan
outlines a set of actions the City
needs to take over the next three
years to drive more ETOD de-
velopment to the South and West
Sides in an evaluation framework
focused on outcomes, equity, and
implementation criteria.

In the 47th Ward, between
giving away the real estate to an
outside developer at no cost, and
offering up low income tax cred-
its, millions of dollars in critical
city assets would be expended to
serve a housing project in one of
the wealthiest and whitest neigh-
borhoods in the city. One of the
stated goals of the City’s plan is to
facilitate “development in neigh-
borhoods historically disinvested,

while avoiding displacement in
neighborhoods already experi-
encing accelerated investment,”
as Lincoln Square would appear
to be enjoying.

The city’s plan in fact points
out that until now, Chicago’s TOD
developments have ‘“exacerbated
the displacement of low-income
residents, small businesses and
people of color in places such
as Logan Square, Pilsen, and
the West Loop as the market for
TOD and walkable urban living
has accelerated rapid change and
increased land values, housing
prices, and rents. Yet in areas that
have been structurally disinvest-
ed, with TOD potential, including
several prioritized by the Mayor’s
INVEST South/West initiative,
see a continued lack of investment
which also fuels displacement of
businesses and households.”

The plan calls for city planners
to advance ETOD demonstration
projects to test and deploy many
of the proposed policy changes to
South and West Side communi-
ties including Bronzeville, Rosa-
lind, Pullman, New City, Auburn
Gresham, Greater Englewood,
South Shore, North Lawndale,
South Chicago and Austin.

SUPER CAR WASH

BEST KEPT SECRET

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / 24 HOURS A DAY

8 BAY SELF-SERVICE
2 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC

5450 N. DAMEN (at Rascher)

The proposal for Lincoln Square
also seems to ignore the findings
of a 1998 Master Plan undertaken
by The Lakota Group and DLK
Architecture, at the behest of the
47th Ward Office, Lincoln Square
Chamber of Commerce and Chi-
cago Dept. of Planning and De-
velopment, that stated that in
1998, the 45-acre Lincoln Square
commercial district had a parking
deficit of “approximately 1,519
parking space.”

That plan states that the “lim-
ited availability of land in Lincoln
Square makes it unlikely that the
parking deficit will ever be com-
pletely eliminated. Improvements
should be focussed on optimizing
available spaces, ensuring new
parking is provided as part of all
new developments, and where
possible, adding small [parking]
lots.” The plan actually called for
building an expanded four-level,
220-space parking deck at Leland
and Lincoln avenues adjacent to
the Western Ave. Brown Line
CTA station to help support the
commercial district.

Monday.

Around 6:50 p.m., a female at-
tacker struck a 27-year-old wom-
an in the back of the head with a
baseball bat as they rode the Red
Line northbound at Morse, ac-
cording to Officer Hector Alfaro,
a CPD spokesperson. A male ac-
complice then tried to take the
victim’s phone and valuables.
When the victim refused to coop-
erate, the male offender sprayed
her in the eyes with pepper spray,
according to Alfaro.

The woman got off the train
and called police.

Around the same time, a man
reported being attacked and
robbed by a man and woman on
the Red Line near Berwyn. The
victim said the male offender
pulled out a knife and demanded
his wallet. When the victim didn’t
hand it over, the woman pepper-
sprayed him and took his watch.

He got off the train and the of-
fenders continued riding north-
bound.

Then, around 10:45 p.m., the
duo robbed another man on the
Red Line near Belmont. That vic-
tim said he was riding the train
southbound when the woman
pepper-sprayed him and the man
displayed a metal bat as they
robbed him of his phone.

The woman is Black, in her
mid- to late teens, and was seen
wearing a long red winter coat
with red or pink shoes. The man
is in the same age range and wore
dark winter clothes with a red
hoodie underneath.

Throughout the evening and
into Monday morning, several
callers reported seeing a man and
woman matching the robbers’ de-
scriptions threatening Red Line
passengers with a bat and mace
near stations at Chicago-State,
Clark-Division, and Howard.

Area Three detectives are in-
vestigating.

A-A SALVAGE

Plumbing Liquidation

CALL 773-818-0808

1871 N. Milwaukee Ave.
101supplyok@gmail.com

Jacuzzi, Faucets, Sinks
Vanities, Bidet
Ridgid Plumbing Tools
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Skipper in the bike case allegedly
recognized him when detectives re-
leased surveillance images of the Ulta
looters. But Skipper stopped show-
ing up for his court cases, and he re-
mained at-large.

POLICE BEAT fromp. 8

place just a couple of blocks from
where the snow shoveler was robbed
Wednesday.

In that case, which unfolded at 6:45
a.m. Jan. 15, a gunman robbed a man
as he walked in the 1600 block of W.
Jarvis. The offender took the victim’s
iPhone and cash.

The other robbery that police listed
in their alert took place in the 1200
block of W. Thorndale around 7 p.m.
Jan. 13.

Man robbed four
7-Eleven stores last week,
looted Mag Mile in August

A man who teamed up with a
woman to rob four 7-Eleven stores
within an hour last week was AWOL in
two other criminal cases and also par-
ticipated in the looting of a Mag Mile
cosmetics store during riots on Aug.
10, prosecutors said Jan. 19.

Dorian Skipper, 38, of Blue Island, is
charged with four counts of robbery,
burglary, and looting.

But, to tell the story, maybe we
should begin at the beginning.

On Dec. 27, 2019, Skipper was ac-
cused of stealing $1,975 worth of
perfume and cologne from the Ulta
Beauty store at 430 N. Michigan. Pros-
ecutors charged him with felony retail
theft, and a judge released him on a
recognizance bond.

Then, on August 6, police respond-
ed to a 7-Eleven store at 1027 W. Addi-
son across Wrigley Field. A clerk called
police after a group of six to eight
people raided the store for alcohol
and cigarettes. Skipper took a man’s
bike outside the store while threaten-
ing to shoot him, Assistant State’s At-
torney Lorraine Scaduto said Jan. 19.

Cops found Skipper and the bike
near the Fullerton Red Line CTA sta-
tion a few minutes later, according to
a CPD report. But the victim refused
to assist with robbery charges, and
Skipper was only charged with theft,
Scaduto said. Skipper was released on
another recognizance bond the next
day.

Just three days later, while on bail
for the bike incident and the Ulta
Beauty retail theft cases, Skipper was
caught on video as he and dozens
of others looted the same Ulta store
around 3:30 a.m. on Aug. 10.

One of the officers who arrested

Open Arms United
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor
Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer 10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place
(Nursery through 5th Grade)
Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer
7:30 pm Bible Study

817 Grace St. 773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING
OAUWCChicago.org
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During  his
bond hearing
Tuesday, Skip-
per vigorously
defended him-
self against the
Ulta allegations
when Scaduto
said he was
identified part-
ly by distinctive
facial tattoos.

Li
Dorian Skipper

“Ihave no tattoos. Look at my face,”

he said. “You can see me now. None.”

Scadutto, suggesting that the tat-
toos may have been temporary, said
Skipper had identified himself in sur-
veillance images of the looting and
told an officer, “l can’t deny that.”

Sniper and his accomplish Jessica
Short allegedly took about $10,000
worth of tobacco products, alcohol,
and cash from the four stores. Em-
ployees were pushed and threatened
as Skipper went behind the store
counters to collect inventory, Scadu-
to said.

They are accused of robbing stores
at 343 N. LaSalle in River North; 567
W. Lake in the West Loop; and at 3600
W. Belmont and 3005 N. Pulaski. The
crimes took place in about an hour,
starting just before 8 a.m. Jan. 14.

Three charged with Lakeview,
Lincoln Park robbery spree

A 22-year-old man and two juve-
niles are charged with committing a
series of robberies across Lakeview
and Lincoln Park on Jan. 21 before
crashing their car in Streeterville. Fri-
day, a possible fourth victim of the
crew filed a report with police.

DelvonBrown, 15,and a 16-year-old
male were arrested within minutes of
the crash, which was witnessed by of-
ficers who had been following them
since moments after the final hold-
up, according to CPD records.

Around 4:15 p.m., three men
robbed a Lakeview resident at gun-
point as he walked in the 1200 block
of W. Nelson. The two juveniles are
charged with committing the hold-
up.

Moments later, a woman was walk-
ing home from work in the 900 block
of W. Wolfram when a dark sedan
pulled up, and the two juveniles ap-
proached her from behind, according
to prosecutors.

One of the attackers pushed her
against a car, jabbed a gun in her
waist, and took her phone. Police later
found the gun in Brown’s possession,
prosecutors said.

At 4:29 p.m., a man was walking to
his car on the 400 block of W. Wright-
wood when a car rolled up. According
to the allegations, Brown and one of

Subscribe online at www.insideonline.com
If you have any questions, contact us

at insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com
or call 773-465-9700
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the juveniles got out, pointed a gun
at him, and demanded his property.
They sped away with his phone and
wallet.

But the getaway driver made a cru-
cial mistake seconds later when he
sped through a red light at the corner
of Fullerton and Lakeview in front of
an unmarked CPD detective unit.

The detectives ran their car’s license
plate and learned that the vehicle had
been reported stolen. Officers trailed
the car until it crashed on the corner
of Ontario and McClurg in Streeter-
ville a short time later.

Police found a toy handgun on the
passenger side of the car. Brown, who
allegedly ran from the car’s passen-
ger seat, was
carrying prop-
erty from the
Wrightwood
and Wolfram

victims  when
cops arrested
him, prosecu-
tors said.
He is
Delvon Brown charged with
theft in the

Wolfram case, aggravated robbery in
the Wrightwood case, and criminal
trespass to a vehicle.

Brown's public defender, Courtney
Smallwood, said he recently filed pa-
pers to join the Army.

“So, while that first victim was a vic-
tim of an armed robbery... Mr. Brown
is before me on Class one theft” in
that case, Judge David Navarro noted.
He then ordered Brown held in lieu of
$100,000 bail.

The 15-year-old is charged with
three counts of aggravated robbery,
felony possession of a stolen motor
vehicle, and misdemeanor theft.

Prosecutors charged the 16-year-
old with three counts of aggravated
robbery and possession of a stolen
motor vehicle.

No further information was avail-
able about the juveniles.

On Friday morning, a Lakeview
woman who saw media coverage
about the robbery spree called police
to report that she was also targeted by
the group.

The woman told officers that she
was on the 1100 block of W. Barry
when men emerged from a car with
Arkansas license plates and took her
phone.

Charges have not yet been filed in
that case.

Test drive turned into
a carjacking in Uptown

The city's carjacking community
deployed one of their under-used
techniques to take an Uptown man’s
vehicle on Jan 22.

Police said the car's owner was
trying to sell his Lexus RX300 online
and agreed to meet with a prospec-
tive buyer for a test drive around 9:20
p.m.

As the supposed buyer drove the
victim’s car onto the 800 block of W.
Wilson, he became angry and asked
the owner if he was a cop, according
to police. He then pulled out a hand-
gun and ordered the car’s owner out
of the vehicle. The 35-year-old man
complied.

Police said his Lexus was last seen
heading eastbound on Wilson with a
black Chevy Equinox trailing behind.

No injuries were reported.

The carjacker was a Black male in
his late teens to mid-20’s who stands
about 6-2” tall. According to the vic-
tim, he wore a white shirt with a red
hat and had a scar near his eye.

Two women and possibly a third
person were seen in the Equinox, too.

Package, mail burglars targeting
buildings in Ravenswood,
Lincoln Park

A mail and package theft team has
forced their way into multi-unit resi-
dential buildings on one Ravenswood

block four times since Christmas Eve,
police said Jan. 22 in a community
alert. The same crew struck again
twice last week in Lincoln Park.

Police said the team of two men
and two women has taken packages
and mail from buildings on the 3900
block of N. Ravenswood at 2:33 p.m.
on Christmas Eve; 3:40 a.m. on Christ-
mas Day; 2a.m.on Jan. 8;and 9:15 a.m.
onJan. 10.

They moved to Lincoln Park and tar-
geted building on the 2700 block of N.
Hampden at 2:52 a.m. Jan. 19 and the
2600 block of N. Clybourn at midnight
Jan. 20, according to the alert.

Detectives said the thieves are two
men and two women of unknown
race with light complexions between
20- and 30-years-old.

Anyone with information about the
crimes can contact Area Three detec-
tives at 312-744-8263 regarding pat-
tern 21-3-017.

Gunshot narrowly misses
10-year-old
inside West Ridge home

An 18-year-old man narrowly
missed shooting his 10-year-old
brother while handling a gun in their
West Ridge, prosecutors said. Just
eight days earlier, the man’s own
mother called police to their home
because he was shooting a gun then,
too, according to prosecutors.

Just  before
9 p.m. Jan 20,
Juan  Gonza-
lez grabbed a
handgun from
a closet in his
family home on
the 6700 block
of N. Artesian
andbegan play-
ing with it on a
couch while his 10-year-old brother
played video games at their dining
room table, Assistant State’s Attorney
Franka D’Antignac said Friday.

Suddenly the 10-year-old heard
a loud pop and dove to the floor,
D’Antignac. Gonzalez’s uncle and
grandmother ran to the living room
and found a hole in the ceiling, she
said. The uncle allegedly told Gonza-
lez to clear the gun and put it back in
the closet and the 18-year-old com-
plied.

Family members called police to
the scene, and officers recovered a
loaded 9-millimeter handgun with
a defaced serial number from the
closet, D’Antignac said. An ammuni-
tion canister containing 78 rounds of
ammunition and a loaded 45-caliber
magazine were also seized, she said.

Gonzalez allegedly admitted to fir-
ing the gun and told police he did not
know there was a round in the cham-
ber.

Police said Gonzalez was wearing
an electronic monitoring bracelet and
was carrying $30 worth of crack and a
Xanax pill when they arrested him.

Prosecutors charged him with reck-
less discharge of a firearm, posses-
sion of a firearm with a defaced serial
number, aggravated assault, and two
counts of possession of a controlled
substance.

Judge David Navarro set his bail at
$100,000 and ordered him held with-
out bail for violating the terms of bond
in the case for which he was wearing
the electronic monitoring bracelet.

The pending case stems from an
incident on Jan. 12. Around 3:45 that
morning, police responded to mul-
tiple calls of shots fired in the 6700
block of N. Artesian, including one
from a woman who identified herself
as Gonzalez's mother and said she
thought her son was out of control,
prosecutors said during a bond hear-
ing the next day.

Other 911 callers said the shooter
was a Hispanic man who was wearing
an orange sweatshirt, according to
the allegations.

Juan Gonzalez

Clybourn Corridor carjacking
among at least five
on North, Northwest Sides

Chicago seems to be producing
new carjackers faster than the city’s
police can catch them. At least five ve-
hicular hijackings were reported Jan.
21 on the North Side and Northwest
Side, including one on the bustling
Clybourn Corridor shopping strip.

Around noontime, two men
jumped out of a black Dodge Charger,
pushed an Old Town woman against a
wall, took her purse, and drove away
with her Porsche SUV outside DSW,
901 W. Weed St.

According to a source, the hijacked
luxury car was later found abandoned
on the 7200 block of S. Perry in the
Grand Crossing neighborhood.

A bystander captured the carjack-
ing on phone video. The suspects
are two Black males between 18- and
24-years-old who wore masks, black
hoodies, and dark pants.

Among other carjackings Jan 21:

- Four armed men got out of a car
and tried to take a woman'’s vehicle
as she drove near Foster and Melvina
in the Jefferson Park neighborhood
around 5:45 a.m. The woman leaned
on her horn and sped away. She noti-
fied police after arriving at Northwest-
ern Memorial Hospital in Streeterville,
where she was going to see her fa-
ther.

« The same group is suspected of
carjacking a man in Avondale about
30 minutes later. According to a CPD
report, two carjackers gotout of a dark
car, displayed guns, and took the vic-
tim’s gray 2019 Toyota Corolla in the
3100 block of N. Kimball. Another of-
fender, believed to be awoman, drove
the group’s getaway car, which may
be a Honda CR-V. The victim said the
two hijackers were Black males. One
is about 5’-5" and in his early 20’s. The
other is about 5'-11" tall and appeared
to bein his early 30’s, according to the
victim. Both had guns.

Store clerk shot
during robbery in North Center

An armed robber shot a conve-
nience store clerk in the shoulder
during a hold-up Jan. 23 in North Cen-
ter, police said. No arrests have been
made.

The offender walked into Sarah
Mart, 3601 N. Damen, pulled out a
firearm, and fired shots at the clerk
shortly after 5 p.m., according to CPD.
One round grazed the clerk’s left
shoulder.

Police said the robber then contin-
ued into the store, ordered the victim
to hand over cash, then fled in an un-
known direction.

Officers on the scene said the
gunman is a White male who stands
about 5-5" tall, heavyset, and 25- to
40-years-old. He was seen wearing a
gray t-shirt with blue jeans.

The victim was taken to Advocate
Illinois Masonic Medical Center for
treatment. Area Three detectives are
investigating.

Aggravated Robberies
at convenience stores

Police are warning people about re-
cent rash of convenient store robber-
ies downtown occurred in December
and January.

In each instance, an unknown of-
fender entered a convenient store and
removed items displayed for sale. In
one occurrence, the offender implied
he is armed with a handgun.

Incident are all on the 0-100 block
of N. Wells St., dated: Dec. 17, 2020 at
8:25 p.m., Dec. 18, 2020 at 5:45 p.m.,
Jan. 7,7:29 p.m., Jan. 8, 4:34 p.m., Jan.
8, 4:55 p.m., Jan. 11, 7:50 p.m., Jan. 12,
4:45 p.m., Jan. 14, 6:30 p.m., and on
Jan. 18, 5:30 p.m.

The offender is an African American
male, 40-45 years old, between 5-10”
to 6’-1” tall, and 150-180 lbs.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com
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Adoption

Pregnant? Considering Adoption? We help with food,
housing, medical, counseling, etc. You can relocate.
Choose adoptive family for your baby. We're friendly,
caring, completely confidential. Call 866-621-0933

Pregnant? Maybe Adoption? Living Expenses Paid.
Nationwide Agency. Talk With Us 24/7. 866-716-
3041. Online Chat. Online Application. www.onetrue-
gift.com. Text 515-778-2341.

State of lllinois Surplus Property Online Auction -
WEEKLY auctions throughout the year! Equipment,
watches, boats, vehicles, knives, jewelry and much

more... iBid.illinois.gov

Auto Donations

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Autos Wanted

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 and Newer!
Any Condition. Running or Not. Competitive Offer!
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-
416-2330.

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! Junk, high-end,
totaled - it doesn't matter! Get free towing and same
day cash! NEWER MODELS too! Call 1-844-294-
2531

Get cash for your used or junk car today. We buy all
cars, trucks, and SUVs. Free pick up. Call. 1-888-
985-1806

Business Opportunities

$1000 MAILBOX CASH EVERYDAY? Legal, Ethi-
cal, Exciting & Fun, No MLM Chains, Pyramids Etc
Website Reveals Al www.stressfreecashnow.
com Then Call Hotline 1-800-243-2142

America’s #1 Home Based Business! Up to $20k/
mo. Perfect for Introverts, Never Call Anyone, Text
“INFO” 800-343-6297 or Call for Prerecorded Msg

Business Services

ATTENTION MERCHANTS: Pay Zero Percent
Processing Fees! Eliminate Monthly Merchant
Processing Fees With Cash Discount! Boost Your
Revenue! Find Out How! Call 866-422-7434 Cash-
Discounts.com

Cars For Sale

1998 Dodge RV V2500 V8, 318CID, 120K miles,
front brake salvage, lots of new, some rust. Needs
front bumper. Front wreck, must be towed. For
rehab or parts. $1400. Call John 773-818-0808

1981 Olds Regal 98, V-8 diesel engine, 90K miles,
$2981. Call 773-818-0808

Commercial Space

Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 700 sq.
ft.; 1,000 sq. ft. & 1,100 sq. ft. Three-year lease @
$15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven funds.
773-772-0808 please leave message.

Condo For Sale

Winston Towers, 7033 N. Kedzie
unit 1101, 1900 sq. ft. 3 BR 2 BA
w/ balcony overlooking pool and City of
Chicago. Super bright, well-maintained
building, indoor parking for up to 2 cars
incl. for small fee. $199,500
Chaz Walters
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
chaz@chazwalters.com
773.405.8707

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL
AIM 800-481-8312

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING — Get FAA Tech-
nician certification. Approved for military benefits.
Financial Aid if qualified. Job placement assistance.
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-453-
6204

Help Wanted. Paid Daily. No Experience Needed.
Full Details Go To: www.BestEasyWork.com/
bamidan

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train at
home for a career as a Medical Office Professional
at CTI! 1-833-766-4511 AskCTl.com

Education/Career Training

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands
on Aviation training. Financial Aid for qualified stu-
dents - Career placement assistance. CALL Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

Train online to do medical billing! Become a Medical
Office Professional at CTI! Get trained & certified to
work in months! 888-572-6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

Employment - Drivers

FALL INTO A GREAT NEW CAREER AT TTI!
$1600 Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS
*Flatbed *Step Deck *Van *LTL Reefer. Pay is 26%
Gross Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile Van/
Reefer. Full benefits w/FREE Health & Life Insur-
ance, 6 paid Holidays, + Industry leading Driver
Bonus Program! Must have Class A CDL. Call Ruth
or Mike at TTI Inc. 1-800-222-5732 Apply online
ttitrucking.com

WARM UP WITH A NEW CAREER AT TTI! $1600
Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS *Flatbed
*Step Deck *Van *LTL Reefer. Pay is 26% Gross
Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile Van/Reefer. Full
benefits w/FREE Health & Life Insurance, 6 paid
Holidays + Industry leading Driver Bonus Program!
Must have Class A CDL. Call Ruth or Mike at TTI
Inc 1-800-222-5732 Apply online ttitrucking.com

SSIFIEDS

Farm & Ranch

FARMERS WANTED ILLINOIS FARMER consider-
ing retirement in the next 2 - 3 years? Take 5 minute
survey for $10. Call (773) 717-5572

ARE YOU BEHIND $10K OR MORE ON YOUR
TAXES? Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits,
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt
FAST. Call 855-849-6790

Do you owe $10,000+ to the IRS or State in back
taxes? Get tax relief now! We'l fight for you!
(800)887-5731 - (Mon-Fri 10am-8pm EST).

Government program forgives up to 90% of Federal
Student Loans. Call today to claim your benefits be-
fore Congress makes changes to eligibility require-
ments. CALL (888) 212-5612

PAY 0% Processing Fees! Gain track and make
your business viable by keeping up with payment
technology. 866--722-7434 CashDiscounts.com

For Sale

Blueberries - Certified Organic - Seasonal U-Pick
and Pre-Picked, Year-round frozen - Clean fields,
easy picking, Northwest Indiana, easy access off
80/90. Check us out at www.BlueberryRanch.com

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit!
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

FARMERS, LANDSCAPERS or GARDENERS,
did you or a loved one use Roundup Weed Killer
and were diagnosed with NON-HODGKINS LYM-
PHOMA (Cancer)? You may be entitled to com-
pensation. Call Attorney Charles Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

If you or a loved one were diagnosed with OVAR-
IAN CANCER or MESOTHELIOMA after use of
TALCUM products such as BABY POWDER or
SHOWER TO SHOWER, you may be entitled to
compensation. Contact Charles H. Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

Health/Fitness

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit!
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-889-5515

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one FREE! High-
quality rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced
90% less than competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day
money back guarantee! 855-619-0190

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer or Mesothe-
lioma? Exposed to Asbestos Pre-1980 at Work or
Navy? You May Be Entitled to a Significant Cash
Award! Smoking History Okay! Call 1-855-591-
0517

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our network has recovered mil-
lions for clients! Call today for a FREE consultation!
1-888-409-1261

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates,
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares.
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaran-
teed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos
Espanol

Health & Medical

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-889-5515

Help Wanted/Employment

Bookkeepers: 12 mo. exp. in bookkeeping or related
req. Mail Resume to: Manning & Silverman Ltd. ,
Attn: HR- 175 Olde Half Day Road, Ste. 290, Lin-
colnshire, IL 60069.

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED at Ste-
vens Transport! Earn $1000 per week! Paid CDL
Training! No experience needed! 1-844-452-4121
drive4stevens.com

$500+ Paid Daily The Easy Way. Go To: www.Paid-
DailyGroup.com

Home Improvements

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars,
no slip flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-
home consultation: 888-912-4745

Leafguard is the only one piece gutter system guar-
anteed to never clog, get a jump on Fall and Save
75% on installation and receive $500 for your old
ladder! Call 1-800-216-0539

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Empire Today/ to
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 844-220-6034

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off,
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

Janitorial

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON
AREAS CLEANING+ OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING + POWER WASHING - SNOW
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Legal Services

NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE referral to an at-
torney! Call the lllinois State Bar Association lllinois
Lawyer Finder The advice you need 877-270-3855
or https:/www.isba.org/public/ illinoislawyerfinder

Lost and Found

Black Samsung phone was found in the middle of
the morning of Tuesday or Wednesday, Dec. 29%th
or 30th, on the north side of Addison St. somewhere
between N. Racine and N. Southport avenues.
The phone was found sitting on a low black fence.
(773) 844-7337.

Medical Misc.

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates,
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares.
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

Miscellaneous

ATTENTION MERCHANTS: Pay Zero Percent
Processing Fees! Eliminate Monthly Merchant
Processing Fees With Cash Discount! Boost Your
Revenue! Find Out How! Call 866-422-7434 Cash-
Discounts.com

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Inogen
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery.
Only 2.8 pounds. FREE information kit. Call 877-
929-9587

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior
living referral service. Contact our trusted, local
experts today! Our service is FREE/no obligation.
CALL 1-844-722-7993

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social
Security Disability Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323!
FREE Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Attention all Homeowners in jeopardy of Foreclo-
sure? We can help stop your home from foreclo-
sure. The Foreclosure Defense helpline can help
save your home. The Call is absolutely free. 1-855-
516-6641.

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

ATAT Internet. Get More For Your High-Speed In-
ternet Thing. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo agmt.
Includes 1 TB of data per month. Ask us how to
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply.
Call us today 1-833-707-0984

AT&T INTERNET Plus DIRECTV Only $89.99/
month! 155+ Channels plus super high speed
Internet! Free NFL Sunday ticket! Free HD DVR
! Stream 1000’s of free shows and movies! 877-
541-0009

Become a Published Author. We want to Read Your
Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors
Since 1920 Book manuscript submissions currently
being reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion and Distribution Call
for Your Free Author’s Guide 1-877-626-2213

BOOT STRAPS & BRA STRAPS Book On Amazon
& Audible. Need to start over this year? FREE RE-
BOOT GIFTS: www.SheilaMac.com

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today!
1-855-404-2366

Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-909-
9905 18+.

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condition Vehicle,
2002 and Newer. Nationwide Free Pick Up! Call
Now: 1-800-864-5960.

Create a new holiday tradition with The Amazing
Snowman! You can make it snow ANYWHERE,
even indoors! Get your Amazing Snowman TODAY!
www.AmazingSnowman.com promo code SM100
gives you $100 off!

Cross country Moving, Long distance Moving Com-
pany, out of state move $799 Long Distance Mov-
ers. Get Free quote on your Long distance move.
1-844-452-1706

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for [350+ ] proce-
dures. Real dental insurance -NOT just a discount
plan. [Don't wait!] Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-877-308-2834
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet #6258

Denied Social Security Disability? Appeal! If you're
50+, filed for SSD and denied, our attorneys can
help get you approved! No money out of pockets!
Call 1-866-376-3163

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may
qualify for a substantial cash award. NO obligation,
NO risk! We've recovered millions. Let us help you!!
Call 24/7, 855-845-8269

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 Channels.
Stream news, live events, sports & on demand
titles. No contract/commitment. 1-866-825-6523

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Channels! Add High
Speed Internet for ONLY $19.95/month. Call Today
for $100 Gift Card! Best Value & Technology. FREE
Installation. Call 1-855-837-9146 (some restrictions
apply)

Dish TV $59.99 190 channels + $14.95 high speed
internet. Free Install, smart HD DVR & voice re-
mote. Restrictions apply. 1-833-872-2545.

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and
More! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, most
advanced debris-blocking protection. Schedule free
estimate. 15% off Purchase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490

FREE CASH That’s right WE will send you $5 by
cash app free right now! Text the word “cadnet” to
706-761-1745

FREE Ice Cream? Available at ALL Jewel-Osco
locations, Nightfood ice cream will pay for your first
pint! Visit TryNightfood.com

GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!) Schedule FREE in-home assessment.
1-844-334-8353 special financing if qualified.

Miscellaneous, cont.

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-889-5515

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 Channels &
1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand (w/SELECT
All Included Package.) PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE
Screens Simultaneously at No Addt | Cost. Call DI-
RECTV 1-855-781-1565

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DIRECTV Choice
All-Included Package. $59.99/month for 12 months.
185 Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call
1-855-781-1565 or satellitedealnow.com/cadnet

Get a SMARTPHONE for $0 DOWN* with AT&T
Next® and AT&T Next Every Year; $250 Gift Card
for Switching to AT&T! (*Requires well-qualified
credit. Limits & restrictions apply.) 1-888-545-5093

HARRIS 5 MINUTE BED BUG KILLER! Fast, Effec-
tive Treatment. Available: Hardware Stores, Home
Depot, homedepot.com

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing aid for just $75 down
and $50 per month! Call 800-426-4212 and mention
88272 for a risk free triall FREE SHIPPING!

Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-quality rechargeable
Nano hearing aids priced 90% less than competi-
tors. Nearly invisible! 45-day money back guaran-
tee! 833-669-5806

HughesNet Satellite Internet — Finally, no hard data
limits! Call Today for speeds up to 25mbps as low
as $59.99/mo! $75 gift card, terms apply. 1-844-
863-4478

LOSE WEIGHT WHILE YOU SLEEP! Scientifi-
cally proven formula. Optimal results. Video intro.
Sleep2Weight.net. SAVE THIS AD!

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in industrial,
construction, manufacturing jobs, or military may be
the cause. Family in the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@breakingin-
jurynews.com. $30 billion is set aside for asbestos
victims with cancer. Valuable settlement monies
may not require filing a lawsuit.

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat. Meet
singles right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call
NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get Fresh Start or
Forgiveness Call 1-877-378-1182 Monday through
Friday 7AM-5PM PST

New authors wanted! Page Publishing will help
self-publish your book. Free author submission kit!
Limited offer! 866-951-7214

NEW DISCOVERY ELIMINATES COMMON SEX-
UAL PROBLEMS! All Natural Male Enhancement
Product Increases Staying Power, Performance, &
Pleasure. Risk FREE 60 Day Guarantee + FREE
SHIPPING 15% Discount with Coupon perform03
Visit: TryProZyte.com

1IOLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER,
MARTIN, Etc. 1930's to 1980's. TOP DOLLAR
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 888-609-2189

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer or Mesothe-
lioma? Exposed to Asbestos Pre-1980 at Work or
Navy? You May Be Entitled to a Significant Cash
Award! Smoking History Okay! Call 1-855-591-
0517

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION! World
Health Link. Price Match Guarantee! Prescriptions
Required. CIPA Certified. Over 1500 medications
available. CALL Today For A Free Price Quote.
1-855-530-8993 Call Now!

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for
$99.97/mo. Fastest Internet. 100 MB per second
speed. Free Primetime on Demand. Unlimited
Voice. NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-652-9304 or
visit http:/Aripleplaytoday.com/national

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off,
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198 or
visit www.walkintubquote.com/news

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE STAIRS™ Give
your life a lift with an ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now
for $250 OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE DVD
& brochure! 1-866-471-1334

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage
system. Save money, reduce reliance on grid,
prepare for outages & power your home. Full instal-
lation services. $0 down financing option. Request
free no obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785

Thinking about installing a new shower? American
Standard makes it easy. Free design consult.1-888
-674-3005 today to see how to save $1,000 on in-
stallation or visit www.newshowerdeal.com/display

Two great new offers from AT&T Wireless! Ask how
to get the Next Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T’s Buy one, Give
One. While supplies last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or
www.freephonesnow.com/cadnet

Use RoundUp Weedkiller? Non-Hodgkin’s Lym-
phoma, Multiple Myeloma, and Leukemia may
result from RoundUp exposure. A recent $2 billion
judgment was awarded in a RoundUp injury case.
Call 1-619-493-4791 or email RoundUp@break-
inginjurynews.com and let us begin work on your
RoundUp case today.

Viagra — Premium Generic Viagra(100mg) or Cialis
(20mg) 100 Tablets for $99 Asthma Inhalers as low
as $13 per inhaler FREE SHIPPING Satisfaction
Guaranteed. (888)424-4908 or Visit: www. USAS-
tayHealthy.com

Motorcycles

TOP CASH PAID! FOR OLD MOTORCYCLES!
1900-1980 Dead or Alive 888-800-1932 or 920-
371-0494

ION - REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE AUCTION ¢ FEB. 18, 2021
MOTOR ROW COMMERCIAL BUILDING * 2240 S. MICHIGAN AVE. CHICAGO, IL

2-story brick approximately 6,670 sa. ft. building with 7 retail/office tenants
on a 33 x 173 lot. Currently fully leased with all leases up for renewal within the next
12 months, making the building ideal for investor or user. 5 indoor parking spaces.
Previously Priced to: $1,695,000 ¢ Suggested Opening Bid: $525,000
On-site Inspections: 1to 3 pm Jan. 28, Feb. 3,
Feb. 11 and by appointment

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT

Rick Levin & Associates, Inc.

since 1991

312.440.2000 | www.ricklevin.com

GENERAC GENERATO

Prepare for unexpected

power outages with a

Generac home standby

generator

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-334-8353

FR E A $695 Value!

Offer valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

7-Year Extended Warranty*

GENERAC
e ——— |

it

T
L1 ]

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer.
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

LEAF FILTER

Fmerican Standanal 150 YEARs OF EXCELLENCE

.4 ENJOYING ANEW SHOWER

| e

IS EASIER THAN YOU THINK

FREE IN-HOME
DESIGN CONSULTATION
CALL TODAY

howerdeal.com/display | 888-674-3005

East Bank Storage
located at 730 West Lake Street, Chicago,
IL, 312-876-2000, is opening lockers:
2023F- Evans, Michaels
5335G- Hertz, Cy
5090G- Lamda, Sonali
for public sale.
This sale is to be held on
Tuesday, February 23, 2021 at 2:00PM.
Cash payments only.

Real Estate For Sale

TENNESSEE LAKEFRONT  $34,900 BANK
ORDERED SALE MASSIVE LAKE Dockable acre-
age on Kentucky Lake. Way under market value.
RV ready. 888-386-9446 https://tnlandings.com/Of-
fered by Waters Edge Properties Inc - Broker

Crecyoing

Interested in helping the environment, those less
fortunate? Recycle Plus, operating since 1990,
offers recycling service as well as: Used plastic
buckets (food grade) various sizes & shapes, card-
board boxes, old lumber, furniture, reusable shop-
ping bags made in Chicago from repurposed fabric.
Contact Recycle Plus Inc Gary Zuckerman
773-761-5937 or 773-858-1210 Email:
recycle_plus_chicago@yahoo.com

Training/Education

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL
AIM 800-481-8312

Wanted To Buy

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders and
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient.
Certified Professionals. Call 312-598-1758 or visit
RefrigerantFinders.com

OLD SLOT MACHINES WANTED BY COLLEC-
TOR. ALSO BUYING OLD JUKEBOXES, 10 CENT
COKE MACHINES AND SMALL ANTIQUE SAFES.
| PAY CASH AND PICK UP. 314-707-0184.

Paying Cash For Comics! Top national comic buyer
will be in your area, paying cash for vintage comics
(1970 & earlier). Call Will: 866-461-0640

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas
interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver,
Co. 80201

News
tips?

Call
773-465-9700

Confidentiality
guaranteed.

PAINTING

DADRASS
PAINTING

KITCHEN & BATH
REMODELING

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

* FREE ESTIMATES -

847-749-8227

847-291-9091
DADRASSPAINTING@YAH00.COM

SHOE

MAINTENANCE

Finot Tmpressions (Count!
SHOE SHINE DIRECT

5! (e We’'ll Pick-Up Your Shoes

+ We'll Clean Them

+ We'll Shine Them

« We’'ll Call, Text or Email
When They’re Ready &
Deliver Them Back to You!

Call 773-307-2154

or 773-392-338<8‘
FREE s
Pick-Up & - ]
Delivery

TOOL LIQUIDATION

. TOOL
1 LIQUIDATION

¢ Welder Generator

* Drain Rodder

* Ridgid Threading Machine
o Tank Torch Set

Cutting Torch Tank Set

* Ridgid Plumbing Tools

773-818-0808
I 101supplyok@gmail.com I

| RECYCLED * CHEAP |
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STEANS fromp. 1

the efforts of citizen-activists after leaving
the Senate.

Senate President Don Harmon said that
Steans has forever changed the state for
the better. “People across Illinois had their
rights recognized and protected thanks
to her leadership. She is an advocate for
progress and problem solving, who tackled
many of the biggest issues in our society

NEWS-STAR

and was always looking for her next chal-
lenge.”

In her career, many North Siders hailed
Steans’ support of issues such as advanc-
ing marriage equality for same-sex couples
and implementing protections from reli-
gious discrimination in health care.

Rep. Kelly Cassidy, a Chicago Democrat
whose House district is within Steans’ Sen-
ate district, confirmed that she intends to
seek the appointment.

ARRESTED fromp. 1

“In 2020, there were 1,417 incidents of
carjackings, and police arrested 1,127 sus-
pects, Brown said,” claims the Jan. 21 Chi-
cago Tribune.

Brown’s claim did not pass the sniff test,
so we asked CPD to clarify the 1,127 arrest
claim. And we got the truth. We also asked
the department how many of last year’s
1,417 carjackings have been “cleared” by
detectives, meaning the crimes are consid-
ered solved.

We were told that number, which would
give a truer picture of CPD’s success rate,
is not available.

Brown made another claim during the
press conference. He said there have been
144 carjackings already through Jan. 20,
2021. That’s true.

He also said police had arrested 104
people in connection with those crimes.
That is not true.

Then, there’s this: during Thursday’s
press conference, Brown said the CPD
would assign some of its citywide resourc-
es to each of the city’s five detective areas
to try to catch carjackers.

Those resources arrived in the areas
earlier this week. According to an officer,
Area Three, which includes everything

Chicagoans will never know
how many carjackings were
attempted but failed in 2020
(or in any year). Why?
Because the police department
does not have a crime category
Jor attempted

vehicular hijacking.

from Rogers Park to Bronzeville and the
United Center to Streeterville, received a
total of eight officers and one sergeant to
combat carjackings.

Then, there’s this interesting nugget:
Chicagoans will never know how many
carjackings were attempted but failed in
2020 (or in any year). Why? Because the
police department does not have a crime
category for attempted vehicular hijacking.

If you try to rob someone of their
wallet and fail, it’s recorded as an
attempted robbery. If you try to burglar-
ize a home and fail, it’s recorded as an
attempted burglary. But if you try to
carjack someone and fail, it gets classified
as an attempted robbery.

“We’ll never know how many carjack-
ings fell through,” a cop told us this week.

CTA fromp. 1

land and Ardmore will commence.

All north-south Red and Purple trains
will share two easternmost tracks so CTA
riders should expect service delays. In or-
der to undertake this portion of the con-
struction project, two properties had to be
taken-over by the CTA, 5625 N. Broadway
and 5657 N. Broadway.

Along with the new tracks and stations
will come higher density developments ad-
jacent to the Red Line tracks.

In 2016 the CTA and City Hall engaged
a multi-disciplinary consultant team to
develop a Transit Oriented Development
[TOD] plan for portions of the Lakeview
and Uptown/Edgewater neighborhoods,
as part of the Federal Transit Administra-
tion’s pilot program for TODs. Their goal
is to encourage high density redevelop-
ment in neighborhoods nearby the tracks
that promotes a transit-oriented lifestyle

by adding greatly increased housing den-
sity without adding a lot of new automobile
parking spots. Many of these high density
housing projects are already underway,
with additional projects which may poten-
tially become available for redevelopment
after construction is complete.

The first transit TOD district covers
roughly 42 acres adjacent to the Belmont
CTA station, framed by Sheffield Ave. east
to Clark St. and from Belmont Ave. north
to Roscoe St.

The Lawrence to Bryn Mawr TOD dis-
trict is concentrated along the Broadway
corridor stretching from Leland to Ard-
more avenues. The District covers roughly
157 acres, four major Red Line stops, and
three wards.

For more information visit transitchica-
go.com/RPM or write to RPM@transitchi-
cago.com.

LEVY fromp.1

In 2018-19, a number of neighborhood
groups, housing activists and local politi-
cal officials rallied to keep the Levy House
as affordable housing, when it was put up
for sale to private developers. Leading the
fight were the Jane Addams Senior Housing
Caucus, former 49th Ward Ald. Joe Moore
and current Ald. Maria Hadden [49th].

In May of 2020, the Chicago Housing
Authority [CHA] approved $3 million in
funding to Boston-based POAH, which
used the money to buy Levy House.

“This is a wonderful property and a great
opportunity for us to preserve affordable
housing in a rising real estate market,” said
vice president Konrad Schlater, POAH’s
project manager told the RE Journal.

“We’re excited to be working in Rogers
Park and adding to our growing North Side
portfolio.”

Upon acquisition, POAH will work with
the city and Chicago Housing Authority to
expand the property’s affordability and ex-
ecute a rehab and modernization plan.

“As someone specializing in affordable
housing sales, it’s great to see that the new
ownership will continue with the proper-
ty’s currently targeted demographic,” said
Shoemaker. “While a portion of the prop-
erty operated with a rent subsidy from the
Chicago Low Income Housing Trust Fund,
POAH will be able to expand the proper-
ty’s affordability with additional assistance
from the CHA.”
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