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Darkness cannot drive out darkness;
only light can do that.

Hate cannot drive out hate;

only love can do that.

— Martin Luther King, Jr.
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[L- R] Aldermen Michele Smith [43rd], Scott Waguespack [32nd] and Brian Hopkins [2nd] prepare to speak before a
State of the Wards meeting Feb. 7 at Earl’s Kitchen + Bar, 1538 N. Clybourn.

State of Lincoln Park’s three wards

The good and bad
of Chicago’s well-heeled
‘Island’

BY RONALD ROENIGK

The Lincoln Park community
held their annual state of the wards
meeting Feb. 7 at Earl’s Kitchen
+ Bar, 1538 N. Clybourn, and the
state of the trisected community is
some good and some bad.

Sponsored by the Lincoln Park
Chamber of Commerce [LPCC],
the two-hour breakfast meeting
drew about 100 local residents and
chamber members, and featured
the three aldermen who serve sep-
arate parts of the tony neighbor-
hood. Although, if you happened
to live on one particular block you
could get ward updates daily, with
access to two of the three alder-
man everyday just by stepping
outside onto the sidewalk.

Aldermen Michele Smith [43rd]
and and Brian Hopkins [2nd] ad-
mitted they lived on opposite sides
of the same street, on the fringes
of their two wards.

“We are the city of
‘no small plans’ and this is
the first time we’ve
abandoned that principle
by doing one-off deals that
will bring in 50,000 new
residents,” said Ald. Smith.

Ald. Scott Waguespack [32nd],
whose ward dips into the west
side of Lincoln Park, claimed he
and his family live in western Lin-
coln Park... “at Western and Ar-
mitage, for all you realtors in the
audience,” he joked.

But the meeting, moderated by
Paris Schutz of Chicago Tonight,
quickly took on a serious tone as

the alderman all wanted to talk
about public safety in light of the
dramatic increase in quality of
life crimes targeting Lincoln Park
and much of the North Side. From
muggings to sexual assaults, rob-
beries, carjackings, break-ins —
many featuring gun use, it appears
that many North Side communi-
ties are being targeted by a crimi-
nal element who no longer fear the
police nor worry about spending
any time in jail.

All  three aldermen listed
crime and safety as their num-
ber one concern these days. Ald.
Waguespack recounted being cor-
nered at a community gathering
recently and “getting an earful”
about crime from 40 people. Ald.
Hopkins reported the crime wave
becoming personal for him when a
man was arrested for a gun crime
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Anonymous donor provides funds
to buy new home for Giordano Dance in Old Town

Noted firm bKL Architects has en-
visioned a creative redesign of the
space which showcases the church
facade in a glass bubble, simultane-
ously capturing past and future.

Last Saturday Giordano Dance
Chicago [GDC] Executive Direc-
tor Michael McStraw announced
to supporters attending their Leg-
acy Ball at Chez, 247 E. Ontario,
that the North Side dance company
has taken ownership of the build-
ing that will be their new home.

“In a momentous development
with long-term implications, an
anonymous donor has provided
funding to purchase the Hermon
Baptist Church,” 1754 N. Clark St.
“This is the first meaningful asset
in Giordano Dance Chicago’s 55-
year history and acts to stabilize
and secure the organization’s next
50 years.”

He said GDC took ownership of
the building Jan. 22.

Noted firm bKL Architects has
envisioned a creative redesign of
the space which showcases the
church facade in a world-class
structure, simultaneously captur-
ing past and future. The proposal
calls for the historic 142-year-
old church’s brick facade to be
wrapped in an architecturally bold
angular glass and metal exoskel-
eton bubble-like design. GDC has
also filed an application with the
City to includes ground floor re-
tail space and a rooftop terrace.

The proposed structure will
add a distinctive modern note to
the nearby Old Town streetscape
and has garnered support from

community groups, local pres-
ervationists, and municipal offi-
cials. When renovated the facility
will boast three studios, adminis-
trative space, a rooftop deck, and
ground floor retail and will serve
as Giordano Dance Chicago’s
administrative, teaching and pro-
grammatic home.

Crain’s Chicago reported that
the asking price back when the
property first went on the mar-
ket was $3.5 million, down from
$4.1 million in July 2016 when
the congregation put the building
on the market. That was only af-
ter the next-door condo building’s
board stopped a developer’s plans
to build condos on the site. Crain’s
Dennis Rodkin reported that the
Kennelly Square condo board
owns the air rights over part of the
church’s site, so it had veto power
over any plans to build higher than
the existing church building.

A capital campaign to support
construction and building op-
eration is in its initial phase, and
project completion is targeted for
2021.

Video shows man
setting CTA train ablaze last month

BY CWBCHICAGO.COM

The Chicago Transit Authority
on Friday released surveillance
video that shows a man setting
fire to a CTA train at the Argyle
Red Line CTA station on Jan. 18.

The 34-second clip begins with
a CTA conductor confronting Da-
vid Ferguson, 27, after passengers
complained about Ferguson’s er-
ratic behavior on the train. One
passenger said he threw paint
thinner on her.

Within seconds, two police of-
ficers enter the train and push
Ferguson into the confined cabin
space at the end of the car. Almost
immediately, flames can be seen
erupting as Ferguson allegedly lit
paint thinner ablaze.

Thick, black smoke engulfs the
car quickly as the officers push
Ferguson onto the safety of the
platform to execute his arrest.

This video originally appeared
on Maggie Huynh’s Twitter feed.

Ferguson suffered third-degree
burns in the fire. A CTA worker
and one of the officers were also
injured, police said.

Ferguson is charged with aggra-
vated arson, aggravated battery in
a public place, and aggravated

A man set fire to a CTA train at the
Argyle Red Line CTA station on Jan.
18 just before being arrested.

battery to a police officer.

The Argyle incident was the
second time that a CTA passenger
had accused Ferguson of throwing
chemicals on a train since Decem-
ber.

No, wait...
Kinzie St. Bridge closure is this week

Being that we are print newspa-
pers with old fashioned deadlines,
last week we reported that the Kin-
zie St. Bridge was closing down
for repairs on Feb. 6. After dead-
line the city changed its mind.

Sorry about that... but we now
understand that the city has closed
Kinzie St. Bridge over the North
Branch of the Chicago River 2
p-m. Tuesday, and the single leaf
bridge was raised to allow needed
repairs on the bridge.

The bridge will reopen to traffic
5 a.m. Monday, Feb. 19.

Motorists traveling east on Kin-
zie should take Desplaines south
to Lake, proceed east on Lake to
Wacker, east on Wacker to La-
Salle, and then take LaSalle north
to Kinzie.

Motorists traveling west on

Kinzie should take LaSalle south
to Wacker, proceed west on
Wacker to Lake, west on Lake
to Desplaines, and then take
Desplaines north to Kinzie.

As Kinzie is part of a major bi-
cycle commuting route, a separate
detour has been established for
bicyclists coming into or leav-
ing downtown via Milwaukee.
Bicyclists traveling southeast on
Milwaukee, east on Hubbard, or
east on Kinzie should turn north
on Desplaines to travel eastbound
using the Grand Ave. Bridge and
then back to southbound Kings-
bury east of the River.

Bicyclists heading westbound
should travel north on Franklin to
westbound Grand and then south
on Desplaines west of the River.
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kings are the latest en vogue trend

Carjac

By Thomas J. O’'Gorman

Do you know where Wacla-
wowo is? Or Portage Park? Ever
been to Andersonville?

OK, Andersonville was easy for
you North Siders.

Would you know how to get
yourself to Archer Heights? Can
you find WestTown, East Village
or Ukrainian Village on the urban
grid? Do you know how to get
from Bronzeville to Bucktown?

You may recognize many of
these neighborhoods, there are
more than 200 neighborhoods in
the City of Chicago.

Some years ago the Univ. of
Chicago’s Social Research Com-
mittee came up with a list. Accord-
ing to them, there are 77 Chicago
neighborhoods in nine districts on
their list. The list is officially rec-
ognized by the city. They sell it as
a wall map.

But a lot of Chicago living gets
left out of this map.

In Chi-town (unofficial), crime
is soaring neighborhood by neigh-
borhood no matter what name it
has been given. While the shoot-
ings continue and the death toll
mounts on the South Side (Engle-
wood, Woodlawn, Grand Cross-
ing, Burnside and others) and the
West Side (Humboldt Park, Austin,
Garfield Park, Lawndale and oth-
ers), an even more substantial in-
crease in bold and assertive street
crime is on the upswing in the
Gold Coast, Wicker Park, Buck-
town, DePaul and WestTown.

Carjackings are the latest vogue
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in fancy lakefront environs.
Sitting in your Range Rover
or Hummer with the engine
running appears to be an
open invitation for felony
auto theft.

Some interesting observa-
tions can be made. Looks
like perps are getting young-
er. The criminal age limit
appears to be lowering back
to 19th century Dickensian
proportions. And the police
brass are baffled, like they
were in Scotland Yard pur-
suing Jack the Ripper. With
the added proviso that new
crime appears to have be-
come more heavily violent,
Police and City Hall leader-
ship now insist on the neces-
sity of special task forces to
even the balance. This won’t
be quick or easy.

And just for the sake of ac-
curacy, 300 E. Ohio St., the
Hilton Hotel where a splashy
car hijacking took place, is
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Cap’t George Wellington Streeter after whom
“Streeterville” received its neighborhood name.

havior was just going out of
style. He’d be right at home
today.

Ironically, Cap’t Streeter
reminds me of Chicago’s
newest celebutants, the
carjackers. Impetuous, hot-
heads who believe that might
makes right. No matter how
close civilization may come
to Chicago, some folk still
find that armed aggression is
still the most useful part of
an argument. And why not,
they’re winning.

What is interesting is that
the perp in the carjacking
was just 15 years old. And
his partners in crime were
14 and 17. All three are in
custody. They were using
another stolen vehicle when
they were hijacking the vehi-
cle of the 54-year old retired
cop who was the auto owner.
He got out of his car to un-
load his luggage at the hotel.
He left his car running. The

located in Streeterville. Not
the Gold Coast as was reported in
the Chicago Sun Times. Or did I
miss the memo about neighbor-
hood nomenclature? Either way
the perp was freed by Cook Coun-
ty when Kim Foxx found pity for
the wayward lad. He was freed
later the same day he was arrested,
only to be arrested again the very
next day during another armed
carjacking attempt.

His mother must be so proud of
his work ethic.

The Sun-Times does not seem to
accurately distinguish neighbor-
hoods. Streeterville is not the Gold
Coast. The two are distinct. East of
Michigan Ave., South of the Chi-
cago River, you’re in Streeterville,
186 acres of land once claimed by
Cap’t George Wellington Streeter
(1837-1921), that wacky real es-
tate flimflam who once attempted
to seize all that Chicago land area
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because his Lake Michigan ex-
cursion boat, the Reutan, washed
up on a sandbar off the shoreline
in 1886. Because locals began
dumping their garbage there, the
sandbar soon became a landfill.
New land appeared. That was all
Streeter needed. He staked out the
new land for himself. He then be-
gan a long and arduous stick-up
of the city over ownership of that
area before fancy apartments, hos-
pitals and universities gobbled up
the real estate.

From 1886 until 1921, Streeter
claimed sovereignty over the land
mass. His Chicago. What he liked
to call the “District of Lake Michi-
gan.”

Streeter was no pushover or
gentleman negotiator. This was a
stick-up. There were big threats,
gun play, lots of old-fashioned
bare-knuckled Chicago antics, in-
cluding police raids. And loads of
courtroom drama. He wasn’t very
polished or refined. He was no Ivy
League McCormick or fancy pants
Marshall Field or N. Kellogg Fair-
banks, his kind nearby neighbor
who first let Streeter keep his boat
near the sandbar.

Cap’t Streeter was a crazy coot
in an era when that style of be-

next thing he knew he was
fighting this teenager in the front
seat of his car. Attempting to drive
away with the car.

Things have begun to get so bad
that the Chicago Police have now
established a special task force on
auto hijacking like Al Capone had
returned to town.

In the age of Uber and Mayor
Rahm Emanuel, Chicago crime
morphs yet again. Here is a por-
tion of what the antics of these
teens is netting them. Unlawful
vehicle invasion, unlawful posses-
sion of a stolen vehicle, vehicular
hijacking, aggravated battery in
a public place, attempted aggra-
vated battery and hopefully more.
Am I being cruel? I hope so.

Now comes Cook County
State’s Attorney Kim Foxx, taking
pity, and setting them free.

I can’t prevent crime in the Gold
Coast, Rogers Park, Dunning
or Lincoln Park, but I can guard
against the lapsed lingo of mistak-
en identification of local neighbor-
hoods. When I was a child neigh-
borhoods read more like the litany
of the saints. I always thought it
was kind of Hollywood. That
Chicagoans were so precise and
specific in their geography that
they could pinpoint people’s local

THE BIRTH
OF THE MOSCOW MULE:

In a story that is now legend,
in 1941, Jack Morgan of Cock
and Bull Ginger Beer was
sitfing with John G. Martin

of Hublein and Rudolph Kunett,
the President of Smirnoff.
They were experimenting,
putting their heads together

on the invention of a new
cocktail. Ultimately they added
Smirnoff Vodka to Ginger Beer
on crushed ice with a healthy
squeeze of fresh lime.
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community by a person’s parish.
No GPS back then. Just Catholic
short-hand.

During World War II, if you
met someone from Chicago at
the front you might say, learning
someone else was from Chicago,
“Chicago? Where in Chicago?”
The easiest response, even if you
weren’t Catholic, it was always
“Visitation,” or “St. Sabina’s” or
“St. Stan’s.” Right away you were
passing on ethnic, economic, po-
litical and cultural information
like you were Wikipedia. Right
away another Chicagoan would
know that this person was fancy
Irish from a well-to-do neigh-
borhood of big houses, big po-
litical dynasties and manicured
lawns. Or maybe it told them you
came from a gritty, urban Polish
streetscape of broken sidewalks,
slim political clout, overcrowded
apartment flats and tough guys.
The data was quick, experiential
and locally brewed. Often people
might not have known that their
neighborhood was actually called
Bucktown, Fillmore, Southtown
or Lincoln Square. But they did
know they lived in St. Angela’s
or Resurrection or St. Thomas
Aquinas. Neighborhoods attached
themselves to these large urban
institutions. All within walking
distance.

The narrowing of parochial
institutions and the relocation
of Catholics to the suburbs may
have changed our nomenclature
for city neighborhoods. Maybe
it was the Univ. of Chicago, who
knows? What we do know is that
our neighborhoods are under at-
tack from new and creative urban
mayhem. What would Richard J.
Daley think of this mess? The man
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Puppy
love

Lucky dogs in Streeterville
get whole lotta love

If you’re look-
ing for the per-
fect  Valentine’s
Day gift for your
four-legged, furry
valentine, here are
a couple of dog-
gone sweet ideas

Heart created by a trio of

‘1 Streeterville resi-

of the’Hood .| "\ho LOVE
By FeIICIa DeChter their pooches_

These three

folks have recently researched, invented
and introduced products involving the
health and welfare of man’s best friend.
And we promise we won’t tell if you give
your doggie their valentine present late.
Shh... they’ll never know.

skekesk

Jennifer Mayster is helping dogs “one
paw at a time,” keeping them warm, cozy
and dry with her adorable -- and very styl-
ish --Drizzledry doggie boots. Mayster, an
interior designer and patented inventor, in-
vented the boots for bowwows after becom-
ing aware of the pressing need for such a
product while walking her own pup.

“The city sidewalks are salted after a
winter snow or after rain freezes and the salt
creates a painful experience for the dogs’
paws after just a few steps,” said Mayster.
“I ended up picking up my dog and search-
ing for a non-salted area to put him down.”

“The current latex dog boots being sold
do not have traction on the sole, so if my
dog was wearing [other] boots he would
slide and fall in the unsalted icy areas of
pavement,” said Mayster, who has a de-
gree in Braille Literacy from the Library
of Congress for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped and also invented and pat-
ented a weaving loom, the Mayster Braille
Loom, which enables the blind and visually
impaired to learn Braille through the art of
weaving. “[Other] boots are pricey for how
they are made, impossible to put on, cut off
circulation once on and do not provide any
traction. I thought, ‘there must be a better
solution,” and drizzledry was born.”

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Our funny valentine, Sunny Henderson, sports
her red drizzledry boots at a recent Yappy Hour
party hosted by Kriser Natural Pet in Streeter-
ville, which is where her owner, Kate, works.

Drizzledry boots are made in the U.S.
After Mayster visited a rubber tree planta-
tion in Southern Thailand and learned about
latex, she hired and worked closely with a
chemist here in America to create a soft,
luxurious, stretchable latex used for the up-
per boot.

The process took several years to accom-
plish, she said.

“Dog owners will love the ease of pulling
the boot on and off. They will be confident
while walking their dog that his paws are not
being hurt from salt on sidewalks and streets
in winter and chemicals being sprayed on
lawns in the Spring, Summer and Fall. They
will appreciate the fact their dogs won’t
dirty the clean flooring and furniture after a
muddy walk from a Spring shower.”

The boots’ special sole is thicker than the
rest of it, made from a latex gritty formula
that prevents slipping on ice and also gives
the boots extra strength for the dog’s nails,
said Mayster. (Looks like I’ll have to get a
pair for Brucie, my English bulldog, so he
can not only be the top dog on his walks
in the park, but he also will be yappy-er, I
mean happy — to not slip slide away on the
ice.)

“The extra thick traction sole will give any
dog walker a confidence and peace of mind
knowing their dogs’ paws are protected
against many outdoor elements,” said May-
ster. “After creating the formula and shape

Move steps away from Chicago'’s

lakefront in East Rogers Park!

Levy House

lines and an "“L" station.
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1221 West Sherwin, Chicago
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units and handicapped-accessible kitchens and baths. Conveniently
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Call us at 773.508.1000 today!
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Ivy Harris of Streeterville is stylish as usual in

her sweater and matching yellow drizzledrys,
thanks to her owner, Rosalie.

that is very fashionable, I decided to intro-
duce colors. Red IS the new black, red has
been my number one seller.”

Sadly, although her vision was started
because of the pain her dog felt while walk-
ing on the salt, he passed away during the
creation of the drizzledry dog boot. But that
didn’t sway Mayster from her mission.

“I continued through the process of creat-
ing a product and bringing it to market so it
will help many dogs and dog owners,” she
said.

gk

Life for a pooch can really be ruff, as
we all know, it’s a dog-eat-dog world. But
graphic designer Bob Gailen and his wife,
market researcher Carol Smeja, discovered
a better way for their Havanese dog, Pip, to
eat her chow when she went after “people
food” dropped from their kitchen counter.

They observed that Pip slowed down her
eating and seemed to enjoy the experience.
Thus, “Thinking beyond the bowl,” the
Mine Pet Platter was born.

“We had no plans to invent this—rather,
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Pip waits patiently for her Valentine treat at her
Mine Pet Platter.
it was a ‘eureka moment,”” said Smeja.

Apparently, Smeja and her daughter,
Hannah, regularly prepare homemade,
baked chicken breasts for Pip. “I was cut-
ting the breasts on a cutting board and there
were scraps and juices left over,” said Sme-
ja. “My daughter suggested that instead of
throwing them away, I should put the board
on the floor as a treat for Pip.

“Much to our surprise, Pip spent the next
20 minutes methodically sniffing, licking
and eating around each groove/indentation
until every morsel was completely cleaned-
off,” recalled Smeja. “Pip was mentally
focused and emotionally engaged in her
‘feeding territory’ and sighed with immense
gratification when she was finished —lick-
ing her lips contentedly.

“Never in our lives had we seen any dog
eat this way out of a bowl!” she exclaimed.
“At this specific moment, the ‘Pet Platter’
was born.”

Smeja and Gailen claim that Mine Pet
Platter is the first and only feeder that al-

999
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Community group undertaking
Ravenswood Corridor plan

The Greater Ravenswood Cham-
ber of Commerce, in conjunction
with the the City, is beginning a
comprehensive plan for the Ra-
venswood industrial corridor. The
plan will study challenges and op-
portunities related to zoning and
development, parking, infrastruc-
ture, historic preservation, and
public open space.

The 78-acre corridor currently
has a Tax Increment Financing
district that syphoned off property
tax funds that are targeted to assist
rehabilitation projects and new de-

velopment projects, public works
upgrades, infrastructure invest-
ments, and environmental reme-
diation projects where necessary.

Located generally between Ir-
ving Park Rd. on the South and
Bryn Mawr on the North, the cor-
ridor runs through Lakeview, Ra-
venswood and Edgewater and is
bisected by the METRA rail lines.

The Chamber says they will
be hosting community meetings
soon, although no dates have yet
been announced. For more infor-
mation call 773-975-2088.

Local School Councils
need candidates and judges
for April elections

All Chicago Public Schools will
be holding Local School Council
(LSC) elections this April for par-
ents and community members.

The LSC at every school is a
group of parents, community reps,
and school reps who are elected
to represent that school for a two
year term. The LSC is responsible
for three main duties: approving
school funds and resources allo-
cated, developing and monitoring
the annual school improvement
plan, and evaluating and selecting
the school’s principal.

Being a representative on your
neighborhood school LSC is a

way to get involved in your com-
munity and at your local school.
Parent reps must have a student
in attendance at the school. Com-
munity reps must live in the atten-
dance boundaries of the neighbor-
hood school. For more information
about necessary qualifications and
forms, go to the CPS Office of Lo-
cal School Council Relations by
visiting cpr.edu or just stop in and
visit the office of your neighbor-
hood school.

Applications are due in person
by 3 p.m. March 2 at your neigh-
borhood school office.

LUXURY OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY - 1-4

8740 OVERLOOK POINT, ST JOHN, IN

Stunning, 6,000+ sqg ft custom-built timber frame, w/luxury details
& upgrades galore, in prestigious Lake Hills Subdivision. 4 Bed, 3%
baths, 2 kitchens, 4 fireplaces, related living potential, ot backs up to
lake & park. Video available. Call Dan for details (708-717-1898) or
private showing. $895,000. See MLS for more detail

3200 N. Lake Shore Dr., Unit 410
Treetop views from ALL east-facing windows. This split 2BR/2BTH floorplan over-
looks Belmont Harbor from every room with custom built-ins throughout.

Granite kitchen counters, brand new carpeting.

3150 N. Sheridan Rd., Unit 1806

3500 N. Lake Shore Dr., Unit 15D

Hookups.

Incredible harbor views from every room of your Lakefront home. The spacious

2 BR/2BTH floorplan offers a unique sunken living room, split bedrooms with in-suite
baths. This well-kept home could have In-Unit Washer/Dryer installed. Newer HVAC
system, newer windows, fantastic Fitness Room and Indoor Pool.

Elegant 1920’s Co-Op waiting for further Restoration. This 2 bedroom + Den, 2 Full
Bathrooms preferred unit has both East & West Exposures with outstanding Lake
views. Wide Gallery Entry, leads you to Large Living Room with beautiful decorative
Fireplace, Spacious Formal Dining Room. Space Pac A/C , and In-Unit Washer/Dryer

Michael F. Parish, Broker

BAIRDEAWARMER

773.770.7002
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Will stock market turmoil spark
a decline in luxury home buying?

The Home Front
By Don DeBat

This year’s stock market turmoil
could cause a shift in the luxury
home and condominium market
after a banner year in 2017.

The stock market’s recent rocky
two weeks, which saw the Dow
Jones average drop 2,271 points
from a record high of 26,616
points is not an economic confi-
dence builder for wealthy home
buyers with substantial stock in-
vestments.

Some $3 trillion in stock in-
vestments evaporated during the
downturn, which Wall Street ana-
lysts labeled a “10% correction.”
Although these were only paper
losses for investors who did not
panic and sell, even the most en-
trenched, conservative stock own-
ers felt the psychological pinch in
their wallets.

When hundreds of millions of
dollars exited the market during a
broad selloff in late January, tens
of millions moved to the safe ha-
ven of government bonds. Over
the past two weeks the yield on
10-year Treasury notes rose sharp-
ly to 2.86%.

The upward movement of 10-
year bond prices sparked a cor-
responding spike in 30-year fixed
mortgage rates, which track Trea-
sury notes.

Freddie Mac’s Primary Mort-
gage Market Survey reported that
benchmark 30-year fixed rate
loans averaged 4.32% on Feb.

8, up from 4.22% a week earlier
and the highest mark since Dec.
2016. On Feb. 9, Chicago lenders
were quoting a range of 4.126% to
4.36% on 30-year fixed mortgag-
es, reports rateSeeker.com. A year
ago at this time, the 30-year fixed
loan average was 4.17%

“The 10-year Treasury yield
resumed its upward march, and
mortgage rates followed,” noted
Len Kiefer, Freddie Mac’s deputy
chief economist. “The 30-year
fixed mortgage rate is up 33 basis
points since the start of the year.”

Despite all the volatility in the
stock market and economy, ex-

Analysts say it is likely
that fewer wealthy
home buyers, who are
faced with a diminished
stock portfolio and
higher mortgage rates,
will be shopping for
SIM+ homes in 2018.

perts say the Federal Reserve
Board still is on course to raise
interest rates three or four times in
2018, possibly pushing the federal
funds rate as high as the 2%-to-
2.5% range.

That scenario could mean sharp-
ly higher 10-year Treasury rates,
which will translate into lenders
charging an interest rate of 5.25%
on 30-year fixed mortgages by the
end of 2018.

Recently, RE/MAX Northern
Illinois reported that luxury home
sales in the city of Chicago were
up sharply in 2017, gaining 18%
to 1,332 units. However, a grow-
ing inventory of $1-million-plus
home listings caused median sales
prices to slip 1.7% to just under
$1.35 million. Average market
time was 136 days, three days lon-
ger than 2016.

Will higher mortgage rates
break the luxury housing market’s

momentum?

“It’s too early to tell for sure,
but initial readings indicate hous-
ing markets are sustaining their
momentum so far,” said econo-
mist Kiefer of Fannie Mae. “The
Mortgage Bankers Assoc. report-
ed that purchase applications are
up 8% from a year ago in its latest
Weekly Mortgage Applications
Survey.”

Meanwhile, other analysts say it
is likely that fewer wealthy home
buyers, who are faced with a di-
minished stock portfolio and high-
er mortgage rates, will be shop-
ping for $1-million-plus homes in
2018.

When smart purchasers com-
pute the financial losses caused by
tax reform legislation, the outlook
for luxury home buying gets even
gloomier.

Tax reform limits the tax deduc-
tion for property taxes on a pri-
mary residence to $10,000. Nearly
two million Illinois residents used
the property tax deduction in 2015
to claim an average deduction of
$12,500 on their taxable income,
many of them North Side resi-
dents.

Million-dollar home and con-
dominium buyers in Chicago’s
upscale lakefront neighborhoods
with property tax bills that ex-
ceed $10,000 will see their annual
property tax write-offs reduced
under tax reform.

The new tax law also reduces the
mortgage interest deduction cap to
$750,000 from $1 million. So, if a
buyer borrows a $1-million to buy
a luxury home in 2018, he or she
can only write off the loan interest
on $750,000 of the debt.

For more housing news, visit
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat is
co-author of “Escaping Condo
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide
for condominium living. Visit
www.escapingcondojail .com.
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lows dog and cats to eat the way
they are meant to—naturally. It
promotes healthy eating behav-
iors by naturally slowing the rate
and volume of food consumption
and by reducing air/food gulping
which aids digestion, they say.

“It also establishes a feeding
territory that engages pets to hunt,
lick and sniff which is intellectu-
ally stimulating and psychologi-
cally rewarding,” said Smeja.

“Most importantly, when you
allow pets to eat naturally, it can
solve a whole host of problems
such as digestive issues (burping/
gas/regurgitation), food guard-
ing, food relocation, boredom and
even minimize the risk of bloat.”

“When you allow pets to
eat naturally, it can solve
a whole host of problems
such as digestive issues
and even minimize

the risk of bloat.”

The bowl was never designed
to meet the needs of pets; rather,
it meets the needs of pet parents,
said Smeja. It’s convenient be-
cause it’s an easy way to contain
and serve the food, she said.

“Basically, the centuries-old
bowl is merely a receptacle hold-
ing a ‘clump dump of food,”” said
Smeja. “Pets devour the food that
can lead to health problems and a
gorging mentality. This results in
a dissatisfying meal and an un-

A'A SALVAGE

Plumbing Liquidation

Jacuzzis, Sinks & Vanities

Kitchen Cabinets

- Remodeling & Restaurant Supply -

CALL 773-772-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave. * D.A-A REM.

FaucetChicago.com ¢ info@faucetChicago.com

healthy relationship with food.”

The Mine Pet Platter is made
from cellulose fiber, which comes
from trees and is the most natural
occurring organic molecule on the
planet, Smeja said. The trees are
grown in sustainable forests in the
southeastern U.S. Energy efficient
manufacturing (40% less energy)
is used, and the platter is dish-
washer safe, BPA free, food safe,
recyclable, and 100% USA from
start to finish.

The couple said it’s the only
one of its kind, and they spent
three years in research and de-
velopment and have patented the
product, which comes in three col-
ors, carefully chosen based on the
color spectrum pets can see and
differentiate . . . Teal, Goldenrod
and Red. The platter is available
in two sizes: small, for dogs up to
35 Ibs. (and cats); large, for dogs
over 35 lbs.

Pet parents who wants to maxi-
mize the health and wellbeing of
their dogs and cats should buy
Mine Pet Platter,” said Smeja.

“Our goal is to educate pet par-
ents on the fact that ‘How they
feed’ is just as important as ‘What
they feed’ their pets,” said Smeja.
“Today’s pet parents are investing
a great deal of money in premium
natural and raw foods but are not
getting the full benefits because of
how they serve them.”
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Photo by Richard Nickel, courtesy of the Blg. 51 Museum archive

Newly discovered images offer a closer look
at man who salvaged the Garrick Theater

BY ERIC NORDSTRON
Urban Remains

The following images are part of the au-
thor’s ongoing efforts to digitize what he
refers to as “the John Vinci Artifact and
Photographic Archive.”

The enlarged and edited images pictured
here were pulled from a contact print photo
dated to 1960. John Vinci was the photog-
rapher and the photos offer a rare glimpse
of Richard Nickel salvaging architectural
ornaments, including the tools he used, his
approach to extracting ornament, and other
factors that lend invaluable insight into

colored ornamental terra cotta shaped into
a variety of patterns, and intertwining with
lush, leafy forms.

The sculptor Richard Bock supplied
busts of famous German poets, artists and
philosophers for the exterior as well.

The interior of the 1,286-seat auditorium
contained a series of striking vaults, that
were faced in plaster panels. These featured
a repeated star-pod pattern in which central,
star-like shapes are surrounded by borders
of intricate intertwining vine and leaf forms.
Other plaster panels had interlocking or flat
circles, all originally in a color scheme of
salmon, green, gold, yellow, and red.

The Schiller saw many iterations and

the methods he devel-
oped to extract orna-
ment from buildings
demolished nearly 60
years ago.

It’s revealing to see
heisn’t wearing gloves.
It’s hard to explain, but
you feel a greater sense
of control and connec-
tion by handling orna-
ment with bare hands.

Originally  named
the Schiller Theater,
the mixed-use building
was designed by the
architectural firm of

Richard Nickel’s
preservation efforts,
documenting the Garrick
Theater was exceptionally
time consuming and
laborious. He even
apparently worked around
being denied access to
the gallery of the theater
by climbing into a fourth
floor door via the roof of
the neighboring
Greyhound Bus terminal.

inhabitants: the Ger-
man investors backed
out of the project near
the turn of the century
and from 1898-1903
the building became
the Dearborn Theater,
showing vaudeville or
touring stage shows.
Five years later its
name was finally
changed to the Gar-
rick theater under new
ownership. Between
1910 and 1950, the
Garrick Building was
leased, subleased, sold

Adler & Sullivan (Lou-
is Sullivan and Dankmar Adler) in 1891 at
64 W. Randolph St. It was intended to serve
German Americans, and was funded by the
German Opera Company. The office build-
ing was named after Friedrich Schiller, the
German playwright; it was then briefly
known as the Dearborn Theatre (from 1898-
1903); and finally, in 1903 it was renamed
the Garrick Theatre.

At the time of construction, the Schiller
was one of the tallest buildings in town, and
is still widely considered one of the greatest
collaborations between the two architects.

The I-shaped building consisted of a 17-
story tower flanked by a nine-story wing
with oriel windows on either side. The ex-
terior of the building was sheathed in buff-

and put into receiver-
ship six times, but nonetheless remained a
popular stop on the vaudeville circuit. Si-
multaneously, and in symbiotic fashion, the
early 20th century saw the stretch of Ran-
dolph St. between State and Clark streets
become a national center for popular sheet-
music publishers; filling the Garrick and
neighboring office buildings, they sold their
new material to traveling vaudevillians.

In 1950, the theater was closed and con-
verted into a television studio. Seven years
later, it was sold to Balaban and Katz, who
reopened the building as a movie theater.
Eventually Balaban and Katz no longer
considered the architectural gem commer-
cially viable, and made a deal to wreck the
building and redevelop it - tragically - as a

FEBRUARY 3-26

RUTH PAGE THEATER 1016 N. Dearborn Street
Tickets: $35 General, $30 Senior, $20 Student

ShawChicago
Jeevers in Bloom.))

“Hilariously catastrophic...seven superb thespians”

—Lawrence Bommer, Chicago Theater Review

Bertie Wooster’s mischievous adventures get more ridiculous
when his faithful manservant, Jeeves, quits the job.

www.shawchicago.org | 312-587-7390

parking structure.

The Garrick was razed in early 1961, but
the demolition served as a clinching point
in the preservation movement in Chicago,
instigating a major outcry from the pub-
lic and becoming an important salvage for
Nickel and his associates. Corroborated by
historianTim Samuelson, the only people
allowed on the wrecking site were the au-
thorized team of Nickel, Vinci, David Nor-
ris, and Charlie Gregerson. The entire team
had been hired under the sponsorship of the
world book encyclopedia and the Municipal
Reference Library of Chicago to salvage
materials specifically for distribution to in-
terested museums and public institutions.

The scene that is painted is a surreal one:
fragments of the building were all laid-out
at Navy Pier for curators and qualified buy-
ers to select what they wanted for their re-
spective institutions. Without a great deal of
time or interest, many ended up in private
hands while some were thrown away or
dumped (likely even in Lake Michigan).

According to a publication on Nickel’s
preservation efforts, documenting the Gar-
rick Theater was exceptionally time con-
suming and laborious. He even apparently
worked around being denied access to the
gallery of the theater by climbing into a

GARRICK see p. 6

THE SPELLBINDING SEQUEL TO
THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA

A N'‘D-REW LLO'YD"WEBB_E_R’S

ery

THE PHANTOM RETURNS

Codittiee I e
FEBRUARY 14-MARCH 4
BROADWAY INCHICAGO.com | 800.775.2000

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT ALL BROADWAY IN CHICAGO BOX OFFICES
GROUPS 10+ CALL 312.977.1710
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. Letter to the Editor

Stop the tent camping

I am glad to read that fencing
has been put under the expressway
at North Ave. to keep tent cities
out [Jan. 31]. Now I am disgusted
to read that “tents are now pop-
ping up under Lake Shore Dr. at
Foster Ave.”

The walls of this underpass are
covered with the “Indian Land
Dancing” bricolage. It is a master-
piece. It is there to provide enjoy-
ment and education to pedestrians
and motorists making normal use
of this underpass - not to be ob-
scured by people pretending to
live there.

THE MooDY CHURCH

Sunday Morning Service
10:00am

Sunday Evening Service
5:00pm
TMC Communities (Sunday School)
8:30am & 11:30am
Wednesday Prayer Meeting
6:45pm

1635 N LaSalle | Chicago IL 60614
312.327.8600 | www.moodychurch.org

I attended the opening ceremo-
ny. I also remember the protests
from decades ago about the un-
satisfactory housing situations for
many Native Americans in Chi-
cagoland and elsewhere. Housing
problems still exist for many Na-
tive Americans in many places.

Sidewalks are for getting from
one place to another, for watch-
ing the passing scene, or waiting
for someone to drive by and pick
you up, etc. Sidewalks aren’t for
people to set up tents as living
quarters.

I want the tents forced out from
the Foster Ave. LSD underpass -
now.

Jean SmilingCoyote

Editor’s Note:

Since we wrote our article last
week on a new tent city that ap-
peared to be forming at Foster
and Lake Shore Dr. the city has
cleared it out and says they do not
intend to allow a new settlement
of squatters to form there.
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A LIVING SANCTUARY
OF HOPE AND GRACE

1500 W. Elmdale Avenue
(773) 743-1820
www.immanuelchicago.org

Silent Prayer
10:10-10:25 a.m.

Worship 10:30 a.m.

Godly Play Sunday School
11:20 a.m.

Coffee Hour 11:45 a.m.

The Forum Discussion
12:15 p.m.

Parking at Senn High School

Ravenswood United
Church of Christ

10:30 am Worship, Sunday School
2050 W. Pensacola

773 -549-5472

The Peoples Church

of Chicago

Sunday Worship 10 am

Q41 W. Lawrence 773-784-6633

www.peopleschurchchicago.org

Queen of Angels

Catholic Church

Sunday Mass 8, 9:30, 11am &
12:30pm

Weekday Mass Mon - Fri 8:30am
Saturday Mass Qam - S5pm

2330 W. Sunnyside

FIRST
SAINT PAUL'S
LUTHERAN CHURCH

On Chicago’s Near Marth Side|
1301 N Lasalle at Goethe
312/642-T172
Sunday Service 9:30am
Adult Forum 10:45am
Sunday Church School 10:45am
Wednesday 7 am.
Childcare available
Handicap Accessible

Open Arms United
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”
OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor
Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer 10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place
(Nursery through 5th Grade)
Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer
7:30 pm Bible Study
817 Grace St. 773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING

OAUWCChicago.org

Want to see Your Church in this Weekly Feature?
Call Cindy at 618-201-3622

or email ¢<789amadio®gmail.com

in )
‘ ADDISON STREET

COMMUNITY CHURCH

SUNDAY
10 am Worship
& Sunday School

William Pareja, Pastor

2132 West Addison Street
Chicago
(773) 248-5893
www.asccChicago.org

@

Cornelia Baptist Church

1709 W. Cornelia Ave.
773-248-3142

corneliainformation@gmail.com

corneliabaptistchurch.com

Sundays Fellowship
Breakfast 9 a.m.
Children’s Study 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study & Kids
of Faith Bible Club 7 p.m.
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There is another truth before taxes

BY TOM TRESSER
CivicLab

The [speakers] who were on the
Jan 31 City Club panel on taxes
[Feb. 7 edition] grossly misled at-
tendees of the Jan. 31 event “The
Truth About Taxes” and therefore
the press was also misled.

“There’s no end in sight and we
all know how we got here” [Sun
Times reporter] Fran Spielman
was reported to have remarked.

“Obviously, this can’t go on
forever,”[Civic Federation presi-
dent Laurence] Msall is quoted
saying, “We have to recognize the
limitations on how big local gov-
ernment can be.”

The CivicLab has presented the
public with a very creditable start
to the answer around the issue of
local government finance - there
most certainly is an end in sight -
the CivicLab’s book “Chicago Is

Not Broke. Funding the City We
Deserve” is a collection of short
articles outlining $5 billion in an-
nual sustainable revenue solutions

for Chicago.

None of the ideas in the book
are novel and they all are being
practiced right now all across the
USA and the globe.

Our work directly challenges
Msall’s assertion that we have to
recognize the limits of local gov-
ernment. That is the narrative of
scarcity and “lack” that defines
modern American urban policy
and could be embroidered on Chi-
cago’s flag. There is no lack of
funds for the mayor’s priorities
(the current or recent incumbent).

The book was published in July
of 2016. Since then we’ve been

invited to present on the ideas in
the book to 55 public meetings
all over the city in front of 2,200
people. We have no budget, staff
or office. Don’t you think that is
remarkable?

Since that time we’ve seen two
budgets presented and passed with
no debate in City Council and no
public forums held by the mayor.
We have seen something like $1.5
billion in new regressive taxes and
fees heaped on us and have had the
mayor take us to the pay day loan
store for super expensive debt at
least three times that I can count.

Now the major local media have
refused to review the book or cov-
er the dozens of public meetings
triggered by it.

So - you all may assert that there
is “no good news” and that view
may be reported. But... it simply
isn’t true.

-
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In the end Richard Nickel and the rest of his team salvaged hundreds of artifacts and ornaments, and recorded ex-
tensive notes, diagrams and photographs of the structure

GARRICK fromp. 5

fourth floor door via the roof of
the neighboring Greyhound Bus
terminal.

In the end Nickel and the rest
of his team salvaged hundreds of
artifacts and ornaments, and re-
corded extensive notes, diagrams
and photographs of the structure.
Nickel’s photographs specifically
helped to record and elevate the
building for posterity, rendering in
black and white the Sullivan-de-
signed plaster work that had been
garishly painted, thus reorienting
attention to the form.

Nickel passionately attempted
a campaign to save the Garrick,
plying philanthropists to join his
effort and soliciting letters from
various public figures. A month
before the demolition was to oc-
cur, telegrams and letters of pro-
test poured into the Mayor’s of-
fice, including from the likes of
Frank Lloyd Wright’s widow, Le
Corbusier, Arthur Drexler -- the
director of architecture and de-
sign at the Museum of Modern
Art -- Lewis Mumford and more.
A lengthy court battle, picketing,
and Nickel’s grassroots effort did
not prevent the Garrick from be-
ing turned to rubble. Alternately,
it did bring great attention to the
vulnerable status of extant Sulli-
van buildings, and mobilized the
preservation movement.

Bldg. 51 is an artifact museum
and gallery located at 1850 W.

ikds

Originally named the Schiller Theater, the mixed-use building was designed
by the architectural firm of Adler & Sullivan (Louis Sullivan and Dankmar

Adler) in 1891 at 64 W. Randolph St.

Grand Ave. Urban Remains has
been dealing exclusively in the
reclamation and recycling of
American antique architectural
artifacts and other oddities found
among commercial and industrial

buildings or residential structures
for over the past 10 years. Their
vast collection contains over
28,000 meticulously documented
and photographed salvaged arti-
facts found throughout the U.S.
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Saturday Night Live main stage, recreated in Chicago at Museum of Broadcast Communications.

‘Saturday Night Live’ exhibit
bringing fans by the thousands
to River North

Get your photo taken at the Weekend Update news desk with your favorite
SNL news anchor.

Costumes from more than 40 years
of SNL performances.

PHOTOS AND STORY
BY STEVEN DAHLMAN
Loop North News

One thousand people every
week, on average, are seeing the
new Saturday Night Live exhibit
at Museum of Broadcast Commu-
nications.

“We are seeing a huge uptick
from last year,” says Justin Ku-
lovsek, SNL Project Lead for the
museum.

The exhibit, which opened
Oct.21, 2017, arguably will help
the museum make payment on
a $2.5 million mortgage held by
Pepper Construction. The Chi-
cago-based company, builders
of MBC’s current location on N.
State St., granted the museum a
one-year extension last July.

The day after Thanksgiving and
the day after Christmas were es-
pecially busy, according to Kulo-
vsek, with nearly 600 visitors both
days.

A collection of 500 artifacts in
12,000 square feet of exhibition
space, Saturday Night Live: The
Experience chronicles the 40-plus
years of the late-night show. It
was produced in partnership with
Saturday Night Live, its executive
producer, Lorne Michaels, Premier
Exhibitions — a company based in
Atlanta that organizes traveling
exhibitions — and Universal Brand
Development, a part of NBCUni-
versal.

Starting in New York, the ex-
hibit ran for one and a half years
until mid-2016. At the same time
it was looking for its next stop, the
museum was looking for a large-
scale exhibit.

“Chicago is a natural with so
many cast members getting their
start in the Windy City,” says Ku-
lovsek.

Among recent visitors to the

Chicago museum are current and
former SNL cast members, in-
cluding Nora Dunn, Tim Kazurin-
sky, Gary Kroeger, Tim Meadows,
Luke Null, Chris Redd, and Julia
Sweeney.

It took at least a year to plan and
about 35 days to build the exhibit.
It is organized by days of the week
leading up to the live performance
in NBC’s Studio 8H — Monday,
meet with the guest host and pitch
ideas. Tuesday, writing. Wednes-
day, a “table read,” where material
is read aloud to cast, writers, and
executives. Thursday and Friday,
set design and makeup. And on
Saturday ... well it’s... Live from

New York! It’s Saturday Night!

DISTRICT

STAY CONNECTED.

LyYy@ga

Online registration begins:
Monday, February 26 at 9AM for parks
WEST of California Ave. (2800 W.)

The final room in the tour has a
replica SNL stage where visitors
get to experience what it’s like
to be there for the opening of the
show and a Weekend Update set
where visitors - for a $20 fee - can
get their photo take with their fa-
vorite SNL news anchor.

The Experience is a very fun
show for all ages. It will be at
Museum of Broadcast Communi-
cations, 360 N. State St., through
Dec. 30. Tickets are $25 for
adults. As a bonus, the museum’s
own collection of historical items
is available for viewing as well
while you’re in the building at no
extra charge.
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b Lakeview
- Funeral Home

“Honoring the Life” est. 1882
When a Life was Lived Well
Create a Service that
“Honors the Life”

Please Call for Assistance

773.472.6300

1458 W. Belmont Ave., Chicago, IL 60657
www.lakeviewfuneralhome.com

Se Habla Espanol and Expanded Facilities and Fully Accessible (5

ERVING ROMANTI ER SFEEIALS M'II] COCKTAILS

EBRUAHY 14TH - 20TH

STRAWBERRY BRUSCHETTA
SHRIMP COCKTAIL

“BACON WRAPPED SCALLOPS

BRAISED SHORT'RIBS

PORT WINE FILET MIGNON

| HEART SHAPED RAVIOLI
% "% DUCK WITH RASPBERRY GLAZE

-I.MUH OSCAR W/ CREME DE LEMON
3 PORK TENDERLOIN

MAKE RESERVATIONS AT
773-561-7433 OR WWW.FIRESIDECHICAGO.COM

FIRESIDE WAS ON CHICAGO'S BEST!
5739 N. RAVENSWOOD

It's time to register for Spring programs with the Chicago Park District!

Tuesday, February 27 at 9AM for parks

EAST of California Ave. (2800 W.)

In-Person registration begins:
Saturday, March 3 for most parks.
Some parks begin Monday, March 5

MAYOR RAHM EMANUEL

WWWw,

Chicago Park District Board of Commissioners
Michael P. Kelly, General Superintendent & CEO

REGISTER

FOR SPRING PROGRAMS

Activities start the week of April 2 for most programs.

Please note: registration dates vary for gymnastics centers as well as
Morgan Park Sports Center & McFetridge Sports Center.

For more information visit:

chicagoparkdistrict.com
312.742.7529 or 312.747.2001 (TTY)
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who coined the saying, “Chicago
is a City of neighborhoods.” The
man who brought civilian O.W.
Wilson in to clean up rampant
crime and dishonor in the Chi-
cago Police Dept. The man who
bulldozed Greektown and built
the Univ. of Illinois at the Circle
Campus. I suspect he would have
little patience for task forces. Or
little mercy on teenage hoodlums
hijacking cars. Or Chicago citi-
zens popping their neighbors with
guns.

Perhaps old Mayor Daley would
have headed up to Waclawowo in
Avondale on N. Milwaukee Ave.
looking for a few tough locals
whose muscles might assist him
instituting a new police task force
of his own. One that actually catch-
es the bad guys. Instead of talking
about it. Collaring the violent and
getting them off the street.

THE PIPES ARE CALLING:
Dim the stage lights. Close the
curtain. I counted Chicago actor
John Mahoney
both a friend and
a blessing. Born
in England, into
the hardship
of a large Irish
family of hard
working folk, he
came to Chica-
go and worked
for years at the
Upper Ave. Na-
tional Bank. He
was my next
door neighbor
for two weeks
at the Great
Southern Hotel
in Galway. I was
there to attend ©2998N:

Actor John Mahoney was a real Chi-

Days Journey into Night.” He
brought the house down. And
he gave me an interview for
“World of Hibernia” maga-
zine. But few people know
how excessively generous
Mahoney was in caring for the
poor of Chicago... in tactile
and pragmatic ways... large
monthly gifts of life-altering
support for local programs of
food delivery and everything
to feed the poor... he was ex-
traordinary to the work of
Mother Teresa of Calcutta
here on Chicago’s Westside...
no fanfare, no publicity, just
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very quietly and softly doing Essee and Irv Kupcinet.

Duck. Delicate dump-
lings. Then the Lunar
New Year Parade down
Argyle St. on Feb. 24.
And maybe the China-
town Parade at 1 p.m.,
Feb. 25. It’s the Year of

the Dog 4716.
NIGHT TO RE-
MEMBER: Singer

Crystal Drake, a post-
Valentine romp live, Sat-
urday, Feb. 17th, 8 p.m.
at Davenport’s Piano Bar
- 1383 N. Milwaukee
Ave. - Wicker Park - Do
not miss!

HALT CANCER:
The 4th annual ASLF

the deeds of love in the Gos-
pel. Such a simple and holy man,
deeds of great compassion be-
tween he and the Lord who strung
the stars.

KUP: Everyone has a special
Irv and Essee Kupcinet story.
They were Chicago. If you do
and will share, send it to me at
tog515@gmail.com. We can post
what you send
in tribute to
this remarkable
couple.

PIACERE:
Sergio Bene-
detti (1942-
2018) of the Na-
tional Gallery
of Ireland was
the  Sherlock
Holmes of the
art world. He
made  himself
forever a part
of the national
character with
his  discovery
of “Christ Be-

the Galway Arts Festival on behalf

of Sister Cities. He was there to
star in Steppenwolf’s production

trayed,” by Mi-
chelangelo di Caravaggio. Lost
and ignored, he found it in Dublin
in the Jesuit House in Leeson St.
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where it had been given with cen-
turies of obscuring grime and var-
nish. He saw past that to the great
treasure that it was. Rest in peace,
dear friend.

WHO NEEDS TICKETS?:
Chicago actor John T. O’Brien
staked out the Chicago Theater
for his pal actor/comedian John
Mulaney who had seven sold out
shows.

PRE-ST. PATRICK’S
DAY: Old St. Patrick’s Sia-
msa na Gael, their evening
of Irish music and dance, at
Symphony Center on March
6. A great way to get in the
spirit of the feast.

GIBSON’S LUNCH: Five
hundred of Chicago’s home-
less enjoyed a festive lunch
compliments of Gibson’s
Steakhouse and their remark-
able army of volunteers who
ensured it was an occasion
of dignity and love. Kathy
O’Malley Piccone and John-
ny Colletti were on hand with
Catholic Charities chief Mon-
signor Michael Boland.

I DO.IDON’T: Who'’s the
delusional real estate broker
that’s telling everyone that he
expects to receive an invite to
Prince Harry and Meghan
Markle’s nuptials in May?
They should seat him next to
Fergie (erstwhile Duchess of
York)!

Glitz and Glamour Fash-
ion Show benefiting A Sil-

Opera Star Renee Fleming.

ver Lining Foundation (ASLF) is
presented by A. Marek Fine Jew-
elry on March 9 at The Peninsula
Hotel, Grand Ball Room, 108 E.
Superior. Tickets are $125 per
person, or $1,250 for a table of 10.
One hundred percent of event pro-
ceeds fund the foundation’s mam-
mography program, Buy A Mom

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau at the
University of Chicago’s Institute of Politics.

Monsignor Michael Boland, Gibson’s Kathy

MCA BAN: What Chicago O’Malley Piccone and John Colletti.

lawyer and pseudo intellectu-
al who fancies himself a col-
lector of contemporary art is
rumored to be “persona non
grata” at the MCA where his
behavior at three exhibition
openings where cocktails
were served was thought to
be unacceptable to the mu-
seum’s standards. But some
say there is even more to the
story. Grabby hands.

LENT AND LOVE: Lent
begins today, Feb. 14. That’s
also St. Valentine’s Day. Has
that ever happened before, both
on the same day? Eat for love
on Wednesday. Fast for love on
Thursday.

LIGHTS. CAMERA. AC-
TION: What popular, single, most
handsome waiter at a very posh
eatery had to fend off touchy-
feelies from a canceled TV/ movie
star dining at his table recent-
ly? The upshot was the effusive
apology and gifts that arrived later
from the “star.” Yes, they met for
coffee. Yes, they had dinner. Yes,
something more is going on.

HAPPY NEW YEAR: Feb. 16
the Chinese Lunar New Year be-
gins. I'm heading to feast at Jade
Court Chinese Cuisine, 629 S. Ra-
cine, with owner Eddie Cheung
and daughter Carol Cheung. Re-
markable food. New Hong Kong
Style. BYOB. Superior Peking

Chicago Actor/Comedians John T. O’Brien and
John Mulaney.

Bud Hendrick and Kipper Lance at
Palm Beach Polo Club making wed-
ding plans.

A Mammogram, which provides
cost-free mammograms and diag-
nostic testing to all individuals.
LYRIC 2018/2019: The third
installment of Richard Wagner’s
Ring Cycle, “Siegfried,” will
be performed. So will Leonard
Bernstein’s West Side Story; and

Jules Massenet’s Cinderella. Of
course a new production of La Bo-
heme. And a special concert and
gala with Renee Fleming mark-
ing her 25th anniversary at Lyric
Opera. And an evening with Anna
Netrebko.

WHO’S WHERE? Canadian
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
think-tanking at the Univ.
of Chicago’s Institute of
Politics... Hector Gusta-
vo Cardenas in sunny and
toasty Octal, Costa Rico...
Paul Hickey and Michael
Fustin in balmy San Diego...
Charlene Dame McMann
Seaman and Scott Seaman
have returned to Walt Disney
World... Carolyn and Da-
vid Richter off to celebrate
his birthday in Prague, Salz-
burg and Munich... Edmund
Lester at the Polo Matches
in Palm Beach... Gordon
Sinclair now on the beaches
of Tel Aviv and discover-
ing some art by Banksy...
Bud Hendrick and Kipper
Lance at the Polo Club in
Palm Beach, so Brian White
and Jim Kinney must be
lurking about in the Palms
somewhere.

HOLD THE MAYO: Was
a prominent social grandee
over-medicated or drunk at
lunch recently at her regular
watering hole, demanding a
Lobster Club? Did friends
then take her to the WAC to
relax?

VALENTINE’S NEWS:
The Drake Hotel has an-
nounced that they are can-
celing their plans for a Val-
entine’s Brunch and Dinner.
So look elsewhere for love.
Quelle tragédie. Est 1’amour
vraiment mort a I’hotel?

THE OSCAR GOES TO:
The Hollywood spotlight is
on State St. March 4 when
the Gene Siskel Film Center
of the School of the Art Institute
of Chicago hosts Chicago’s lon-
gest-running awards show view-
ing party, “Hollywood on State:
Where You're the Star.” Guests
are invited to celebrate the 90th
Academy Awards as they dress in
their finest Oscar fashions, enjoy
delicious food and festive drinks,
all while watching the star-stud-
ded event on the Film Center’s
state-of-the-art big screens. Call
312-846-2600.

TIMBER: Just heard that a six
story building may be built on
Wells St. on the site of Old Town
Garden Supply. Where will we get
our Christmas trees?

“Thinking is difficult, that’s
why most people judge.”

-- Carl Jung

tog515@gmail.com



The ltalianate-style Netterstrom House, 833 W. Aldine,
was built in 1872 by Charles Magnus Netterstrédm, one of

Lakeview’s first Swedish immigrants.
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Landmark status for two historical Lakeview East homes

The Daniel O. Hill House is a handsomely-designed Amerlcan Four Square mansion with Prai-

STORY AND PHOTOS
BY PETER VON BUOL

Two historical properties in
Lakeview East received unani-
mous approval on Feb. 1 for final
landmark designation from the
City of Chicago’s Commission
on Landmarks. Both buildings
had been the subject of public-
hearings at previous commission
meetings.

The properties, both origi-
nally built as residences, provide
glimpses of North Side history.
The Italianate-style Netterstrom
House at 833 W. Aldine was built
in 1872 by Charles Magnus Net-
terstrom, one of Lakeview’s first
Swedish immigrants. The large
building was built when Lakev-
iew had not yet been annexed to
the city.

The 11,400-square-foot Daniel
O. Hill House at 448 W. Barry
was built in 1902 as the home of a
wealthy silk-merchant. Designed
by Francis Perkins, one of the
city’s most celebrated architects of
the early 20th century, the house is
an embodiment of an architectural
style known as Four Square. Most
recently, the property has been the
Serbian-American Museum St.
Sava.

In upcoming months, the two
properties will be discussed at
a meeting of a subcommittee of
the City Council’s Committee on
Zoning, Landmark and Building
Standards. Afterwards, their status
will be the topic of a meeting of
the full committee. Later, land-
mark status will be decided by the
full City Council.

Among those who have sup-
ported landmark status for the
properties has been Ald. Tom
Tunney (44th). The alderman had
appeared before the commission
and had spoken out in support of
landmark status.

“I would like to thank the His-
toric Preservation Division within
the Dept. of Planning and De-
velopment, the Commission on
Chicago Landmarks and the com-
munity for actively advocating for
these landmarks,” Tunney said in
a written statement posted on his
ward’s website.

In addition to the alderman, also
speaking in favor of landmark
status at the meetings was Ward
Miller, executive director of Pres-
ervation Chicago,a Chicago-based
non-profit that advocates for archi-
tectural preservation. Miller said

both buildings were not only ar-
chitecturally significant, they also
help tell the story of the Lakeview
East neighborhood. For genera-
tions of Serbian-Americans, the
Hill House has been a beacon of
hope and numerous members had
spoken at the meetings in support
of landmark status.

“The Serbian-American com-
munity gave heartfelt accounts
of what the Hill House meant to
them, coming all the way from
across the ocean. They appreci-
ated being able to come to this
lovely building which is situated
in a beautiful neighborhood and
which is close to the lakefront. It
really created a homelike setting
for them. There were generations
of them and, at the meeting, they
recounted how important this mu-
seum, and the club, have been to
them. It helped them to reconnect
to their homeland. They did talk
about the architecture, but it was
more about its physical beauty,”
Miller said.

After falling behind in repairs

and upkeep, the museum listed
the property for sale in 2016 for
$3,850,000 as a potential means
to finance a new facility that could
offer easier parking and better ex-
pressway access than the Lakev-
iew East location. The museum’s
board was originally against the
landmarking efforts, claiming that
move would negatively effect the
sale price by as much as $1 mil-
lion.

From an architectural stand-
point, the well-preserved building
has an outstanding architectural
pedigree.

“The architect, Francis Perkins,
has an amazing biography. He de-
signed many unique properties,
not just in Chicago and Illinois,
but also extending to states near-
by, and even Mexico. Among his
most important commissions was
the now-demolished mansion of
John G. Shedd (after whom the
aquarium is named),” Miller said.

Landmark status of the Hill
House could also contribute to the
creation of a new landmark dis-

55 WINE GLASSES & L/2 PRICE BOTTLES
S5 KETEL OME COCKTAILS
5S4 MODELD DRAFTS

SE BURGERS

ssssnsnsnnnsils

53 COORS & MILLER LITE DRAFTS
54 WELL COCKTAILS

54 DAISY CUTTER

55 CROWN ROYAL COCKTAILS
55 JUMBO WING BASKET (10)

AR EEE

BB EEE SRR

51 COORS & MILLER LITE BOTTLES
S4 TEQUILA SHOTS & WELL DRINKS

510 COORS E MILLER LITE BUCKETS

55 JACK DAMIELS
S5 STELLA DRAFTS

S4 SELECT CRAFT BREWS

ERAEEEEEEEE RS RN

$5 BULLEIT SHOTS & COCKTAILS .

55 MAPLEWOOD DRAFTS

56 KETEL ONE COCKTAILS

56 BLOODIES, JUMBO SCREWDIRIVERS & MIMOSAS

£5 SELECT DRAFTS

£5 RUMPLE MINZE SHOTS

56 TITO'S COCKTAILS

-‘I'!II'III

=

S5 BELOODIES, JUMBD SCREWDRIVERS & MIMOSAS
54 DOMESTIC BOTTLES
S5 JUMBO WING BASKET (10)

CADES

BJ'\.H'E-EHI'L

Edsunke off da Wlenll
$6 HURRICANES
EVERY DAY

950 W. ARMITAGE

trict for the neighborhood.

“We are encouraging several
larger houses of about the same
age nearby to be designated as
landmarks and also, the creation
of an Lakeview East Landmark
District, from Sheridan Rd. to
Broadway, perhaps even west of
Broadway. The buildings east of
Sheridan Rd. were once known as
Meekerville, after the Chicago in-
dustrialist Arthur Meeker. He had
moved there from Prairie St. and
had been the first to build a man-

sion there,” said Miller.

The Netterstrom House also
has a significant connection to a
Chicago immigrant group, as its
original owner was a prominent
Swedish-American.

Inareport compiled for the com-
mission, Netterstrom is described
as having had a diverse career.
These included the skilled trades,
construction and politics. Origi-
nally a lath nailer, he later operat-
ed his own ornamental plastering
business. It is believed his exper-
tise and craftsmanship are evident
in the plastering on display in his
own home. His masonry work is
also likely evident. Between the
1870s when Netterstrom arrived
and the early 1900s, the Lakeview
area had been home to the larg-
est ethnic Swedish community in
Chicago. During that time-period,
Chicago Swedes boasted they had
formed the third-largest Swedish
population in the world.

The Commission on Chicago
Landmarks is responsible for rec-
ommending buildings, structures,
sites and districts for legal pro-
tection as official Chicago land-
marks. The commission is also re-
sponsible for reviewing proposed
alterations to existing landmarks
and districts, as well as proposed
demolitions of structures consid-
ered to be historically or archi-
tecturally significant. Established
in 1968, the commission has nine
members that are appointed by the
mayor with City Council consent.
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Police
Beat....

Arrest made in Wrigleyville
sexual assault; Prosecutors say
parolee also raped woman
in West Loop

Police have made an arrest in
connection with the robbery and
attempted criminal sexual assault
of a woman in Wrigleyville early on
Feb. 3.

Tyrone
Robinson,
26, a parolee
from the
Englewood
neighbor-
hood, has
been charged
in the case
along with
two other vi-
olent crimes
against women since Christmastime.

Around 1:10 a.m. on Saturday,
Robinson pushed a 26-year-old
woman into an alley in the 900 block
of W. Cornelia where he robbed and
then tried to sexually assault the
victim before the attack was inter-
rupted by nearby residents, police
said.

Police, aided by video from bars
in the area of Belmont and Sheffield,
tracked Robinson down on Wednes-
day afternoon.

During their investigation, police
determined that Robinson is also re-
sponsible for grabbing a 19-year-old
woman from behind and sexually
assaulting her in a stairwell in the
300 block of W. Roosevelt at 12:45
a.m. on Dec. 20, 2017, police said.

He is also accused of robbing
a 33-year-old woman in the 1400
block of S. Federal around 9:20 p.m.
on Jan. 31, authorities said.

Prosecutors have charged Robin-
son with three felony counts of rob-
bery, one felony count of criminal
sexual assault, one felony count of
aggravated criminal sexual abuse,
and one felony count of attempted
aggravated criminal sexual assault
while armed with a weapon.

Robinson has been on parole for
burglary and aggravated battery
of a police officer since June 2016.
In 2009, he was handed a four-year
sentence for robbery of a victim over
the age of 60, according to state
records.

Tyrone Robinson

Lincoln Park Subway
Restaurant robbed

A Subway restaurant located just
north of Old Town in Lincoln Park
was robbed at gunpoint Saturday
morning. There were no injuries and
no one is in custody.

Shortly after 9 a.m., a masked
man entered the restaurant at 352
W. Armitage and announced a rob-
bery, police said. After receiving an
undetermined amount of cash, the
offender fled westbound.

Police said the robber is a thin
male of unknown race who stands
about 6’tall. He wore a black mask
and carried a green backpack with
gray panels. His coat has tan sleeves
and a tan hood featuring a wing or
spider design. The coat’s body and
sleeves are white with graphics on
the front and back, police said.

Lincoln Park recorded 17 robber-
ies in January, up from 10 during
the same month last year. Old Town
was particularly hard-hit, recording
at least six muggings between Jan.
14-31.

Elsewhere in Lincoln Park, a man
reported that he and a friend were
approached by six young men who
tried to rob them in at Lincoln and
Halsted on the evening of Feb. 7.

An altercation broke out and the
teens fled toward the Fullerton Red
Line CTA station around 7:20 p.m.,
police said.

The primary offender was described
as black, about 22-years-old, 6'tall and
160 Ibs. He was wearing a ski mask,
an orange and black jacket with an
X-design, and light blue pants.

Fake construction workers steal
$6K worth of copper
from new Wrigley Field hotel

On Feb. 7, construction workers at
the new Hotel Zachary across from
Wrigley Field reported that two men
posing as construction workers had
stolen at least $6,000 worth of copper
pipes and fittings from the work site.
Police said the offenders arrived in a
pick-up truck dressed as laborers. But
rather than doing work, they took off
with pricey piping that has a scrap
value of about $2.35 per pound.

Business burglary alert issued

Detectives on Friday issued a com-
munity alert after determining that
three recent business burglaries in the
Town Hall 19th District may be related.

Police said an unknown offender
is breaking glass windows or doors
to gain entry after businesses close.
Once inside, they help themselves to
property, the alert said.

The three connected cases hap-
pened on January 21 or 22 in the 2700
block of N. Clybourn; around 6:30
a.m. on Jan. 27 in the 1800 block of W.
Wilson; and on Feb. 6 or 7 in the 1400
block of W. Irving Park.

Police described the suspect only
as“male”

The alert suggests that people pay
particular attention to suspicious
people who seem to be loitering and
recommended that businesses have a
well-maintained surveillance system.

Body recovered from lake
near Belmont Harbor

Chicago police and fire equipment at
the scene of a body recovery effort.
Photo by CWBChicago.com

Police and Fire Dept. divers recov-
ered the body of a man from Lake
Michigan near Belmont Harbor on
Friday afternoon. Detectives are con-
ducting a death investigation.

A woman who was walking near the
lake called 911 shortly after 3:30 p.m.
to report seeing a man submerged
about three feet from shore just south
of the harbor entrance.

Divers battled slush-filled water and
sharp ice to retrieve the man’s body.
He was pronounced dead at the scene,
police said.

The man was not carrying identi-
fication, but he is estimated to be in
his late-50's or early-60’s, according to
police.

Six years for robbing retiree

Keyruni Buford, 24, was on parole
for robbery when he led the beat-
ing and robbery of a 64-year-old
Boystown retiree in Sept. 2016. Judge
Timothy Cham-
bers last week
sentenced him
to a six-year
prison term
plus two years
of supervised
release in
exchange for
Buford’s guilty
plea. Charges
of aggravated battery and unlawful
restraint were dropped in the agree-
ment.

After Buford’s arrest, video surfaced
of him riding a Red Line CTA train to

Keyruni Buford

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Electronics thieves targeting
Uber, Lyft cars Downtown

Window- and dash-mounted
phones are the latest targets for Chi-
cago’s criminal element.

The information has been slowly
coming together.

First, there were reports about
groups of people walking between
cars stopped at red lights, looking into
vehicles. Callers to 911 think it looks
suspicious.

Then came reports of criminals
opening doors of cars in traffic to rob
passengers.

Now, a police source has pieced it
all together.

Chicago’s always-evolving criminal
masterminds have picked a new
favorite target: The phones and other
electronics that Uber and Lyft drivers
use to do their jobs.

The drivers' phones—often secured
to windshields with suction cups or
nestled to the dashboard—are now
seen as easy pickings.

In fact, two Lyft drivers were
targeted within two hours downtown
on Feb. 6. Around 2:45 p.m. a Lyft

driver reported that three flyer boys
approached his car on Michigan

Ave. near Monroe, opened the door,
punched him in the face and tried to
wrench his phone off of the dash. The
robbery attempt failed and the trio
ran away westbound on Monroe.

Two hours later, another Lyft driver
reportedly bailed out of his car near
Michigan and Wacker to chase a
couple of thieves who reached into his
vehicle and stole his phone. The driver
eventually lost track of the bandits
inside the pedway.

The latest known victim in the
pattern is an Uber driver who lost his
cellphone to two teens who snatched
it from his window at 78 E. Washing-
ton around 3:30 p.m. Saturday. He said
the primary offender was a black male
teen wearing a black jacket who ran
southbound.

Needless to say, locking your doors
and refusing to roll down your win-
dows while expensive electronics are
in plain view is now recommended.

Boystown with two other men just 45
minutes before the three would attack
their victim in the 700 block of W. Mel-
rose. Other social media video showed
Buford abusing homeless people in
the Loop.

Buford's two accomplices both
entered plea agreements late last year.
Vonsean Williams, 22, pleaded guilty
to one count of robbing a person over
the age of 60 and received a four-year
sentence from Judge Lauren Edidin.
Damien Richardson, 22, pleaded guilty
to aggravated battery in a public place
and received a two-year sentence from
Edidin.

« At the other end of the sentencing
spectrum, one-time college football
standout Mikail McCall, 25, received
two-years “second chance” probation
and 30 hours of community service
in a plea deal overseen by Judge Earl
Hoffenberg.
Seven counts of
felony aggravat-
ed battery were
dropped in the
agreement.

In October,
McCall was ac-
cused of striking
three men as
they stood on Mikail McCall
the Belmont Red Line CTA platform
and then robbing one of the men. The
31-year-old victim was transported to
Illinois Masonic for his injuries, and the
other men refused medical attention.

In 2010, McCall was ranked the #18
overall football recruit in Illinois. He
committed to Michigan State Univ. but
eventually wound up playing for the
lowa Hawkeyes. Court records show
McCall had no previous adult arrests in

Cook County.

« Deonlante
Johnson, 26,
received a four-
year sentence
and two years
of supervised
release for rob-
bing a Verizon
Store in Lincoln
Square last

T

Deonlante Johnson

ay.
In the rob-
bery, four offenders entered the store
at 4752 N. Lincoln, shoved the clerk
out of the way, told a customer that
they had a gun, and then marched
into the rear storage area where the
shop’s inventory is stored, police said.
They grabbed about 25 still-in-the-
box iPhones and fled southbound on
Lincoln Avenue, police said. Judge
Timothy Chambers approved the deal.

Cellphone thefts Downtown

Police are warning citizens about
cellphone robbery incidents Down-
town during the month of January
where the offenders are approaching

students and staff in the University
complex, who are seated at desks
or tables, under the guise that the
offenders are soliciting donations to
their basketball program. The offend-
ers place a flier or newspaper atop the
victim’s unattended cellphone. At the
conclusion of the interaction, the of-
fenders retrieve the flier or newspaper,
along with the victim’s cellphone, from
the table and leave the complex.
These incidents have occurred on
the 0-100 block of E. Jackson Blvd. 5:30
p.m. Dec. 5, 2017; on the 0-100 block
of E. Jackson Blvd. 1 p.m. Jan. 2, and on
the 300 block of S. State St. 5:28 p.m.
Jan. 29.

Man charged
in Lincoln Square home invasion
that left accomplice dead

A man who forced his way into a
Lincoln Square family’s home and
then shot his 43-year-old accomplice
to death on the victims'front porch
on Jan. 30 is in custody, police said.
He had been in police custody since
Feb. 6.

Slobodan Pesovic, 31, was charged
with murder, home invasion and
discharging a firearm.

While Pesovic
lists a home in
the Belmont
Cragin neighbor-
hood, he spent
much of his
adult life in far
north subur-
ban Ingleside,
accordingto a
source.

Lake County
court records show that family mem-
bers and others were granted a series
of protective orders against Pesovic
between 2006 and 2015. He was
convicted of violating an order of
protection in Highland Park five years
ago, earning a 180-day sentence. A
shoplifting case in 2005 brought a
sentence of court supervision. In 2011,
Pesovic was convicted of resisting
police in DuPage County. He was
sentenced to four days.

Around 9:50 p.m. Feb. 6, two
masked men were confronted at the
front door of a home in the 2400
block of W. Eastwood by several family
members who live at the address, po-
lice said. At some point, one of the of-
fenders pulled out a gun and opened
fire, fatally shooting his accomplice in
the head.

Town Hall Police Cmdr. Marc Buslik
said the next day that the family had
been targeted because the offend-
ers knew they owned a business and
suspected there may be a large sum of
cash in the home.

Pronounced dead at the scene was
Luis “Spanky” Morales, a member of
the Latin Kings street gang with a

Slobodan Pesovic

long history of criminal violence.
Compared to Morales’ past, Pekovic’s
criminal record
in Chicago

is relatively
minor.

In Oct.
2015, Chicago
police arrested ‘
Pesovic in the
25th District's

parking lot i

after he tried Luis “Spanky”
to retrieve his Morales

car following

an arrest. Pesovic skipped bail in the
case and was eventually sentenced
to six months court supervision,
which he completed successfully,
according to records.

Free on “Affordable Bail”
for robbery, man is accused
of robbery again

An accused robbery offender,
released in December on an “af-
fordable bail,"is back behind bars
today—accused of committing
another robbery that's exactly like
the other.

Hayes White, 24, was arrested on
Feb. 4 for allegedly battering two
security guards as he tried to steal
$265 worth of merchandise from a
West Loop Jewel-Osco store in the
1300 block of S. Canal.

Police said White punched and

- scratched one
security guard
while pushing
another into
awalland
ripping his
clothes when

they tried to
stop him from
walking out
.  around9p.m.

Prosecutors charged White with
felony robbery and felony aggra-
vated battery of a merchant. Judge
David Navarro ordered him held on
a $10,000 deposit bond.

At the time of the latest alleged
robbery, White was free on bond
awaiting trial for allegedly robbing
and battering merchants in a nearly
identical crime at a Near South Side
Jewel-Osco store last November.

On Nov. 6 2017, White punched a
security guard in the face when the
agent tried to stop him from stealing
$140 worth of merchandise from
the Jewel store at 1240 S. Wabash,
prosecutors said.

White was charged with felony
robbery and felony aggravated
battery of a merchant in that case,
too. Judge Sophia Atcherson set bail
at just $2,000, meaning that White
posted only $200 before going free
without electronic monitoring. Atch-
erson did order White to observe a 7
p.m. to 7 a.m. curfew, which he also
violated to pull off his latest alleged
crime.

What's more, court records show
that White is currently on proba-
tion for shoplifting, a sentence he
received in Nov. 2016 after pleading
guilty to stealing $258 worth of mer-
chandise from a Grand Boulevard-
area Walmart store.

Since Jan. 2016, White has been
arrested at least 14 times for shop-
lifting in Chicago.

As of mid-July, Cook County
judges have been under orders from
Chief Judge Timothy Evans to issue
“affordable” bail amounts to the
accused.

“Monetary bail is inappropri-
ate,”Evans told CBS2 last summer.
“It ought to be based on whether
somebody is a danger to society or
not. If they’re not, then they should
be released.”

“Often, as I'm walking through the
jail, I'm talking to people who are no
more dangerous to society than you
and |,” Sheriff Tom Dart said last year.
“People are in here because they
committed an insignificant crime
and can't pay an insignificant bond
because they're poor.”
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Let’s talk taxes

Evening with Cook County Treasurer

Cook County Treasurer and Street-
erville resident Maria Pappas will “talk
taxes” with residents 6 p.m. Wednesday,
Feb. 28, in a Streeterville Organization
of Active Residents program jointly
presented by Ald. Brian Hopkins [2nd],
who is scheduled to coordinate ques-
tions from the audience.

The talk will be held at The Ritz Car-
Iton Chicago, 160 E. Pearson. A recep-
tion with Treasurer Pappas and other
participants will follow.

LINCOLN PARK fromp. 1

right in front of his house. “It was unsettling
and very stressful.”

For many locals, the lack of any law en-
forcement and justice is quickly becoming
a core issue in Chicago. Police continue to
arrest the same criminals over and over for
multiple offenses only to see Cook County
fail to prosecute the perpetrators and setting
them free on low or no bail... sometimes
even on the same day the perpetrators were
arrested. This newspaper has been reporting
for over a year about seeing police reports
and arrest records that show a class of crim-
inals exist in Chicago, many of whom had
been arrested on multiple charges, only to
see those charges dropped and bail waved
by County prosecutors. It is not unusual to
see rap sheets on people showing multiple
arrests, sometimes as high as 10, 15 or 20
arrests, who are quickly set free after they
once again get arrested.

Ald. Smith said that “More police are not
the only answer. Crime needs justice. Crim-
inals need to receive consequences for their
criminal actions.”

Perhaps most shocking of all is that us-
ing a gun in the commission of a crime is
not always enough to trigger the State’s At-

SKYLINE

torney’s office to act. Many of those using
guns to commit their crimes these days are
set free when felony gun charges are nego-
tiated down to misdemeanors by prosecu-
tors, thrown out or just ignored.

One officer who attended the LPCC
meeting who spoke on background said that
it doesn’t matter how many police are on
staff if arrests are not followed by prosecu-
tions. As for the recent jump in carjackings,
police say those are due mainly to bands of
criminals who have a full day of robberies
planned and start that effort off by taking
a car to use for their transportation. “The
cars are generally used in the commission
of crimes and then abandoned at the end.”

The City’s ‘no-pursuit’ rules have lim-
ited the risk of being caught stealing a car.
Those rules are designed to stop car wrecks
that sometimes resulted from a high-speed
police chase; but the carjackers know too
that if they just speed up and race through
traffic that the Chicago Police in pursuit are
required to pull off the chase and let the of-
fenders go.

Ald. Smith went as far as to hail the ar-
rival of additional Federal law enforcement
in Chicago. “Without public safety nobody
will want to live here.”

As for the good news, the aldermen gen-
erally congratulated the LPCC for putting
forward their annual legislative and cultural
agendas. Ald. Waguespack noted that the
LPCC was the only chamber he knew of
that did this and said it helps out them and
their offices.

Ald. Smith lauded the chamber for good
management of their two Special Service
Areas and for their efforts to provide plan-
ning for the new looks on Clark St. and Lin-
coln Ave., and for their “great relationship
with the community. It hasn’t always been
one in the past,” she said as she pointed out
representatives from various community
groups in the room. She said that “Lincoln
Park [has become] a worldwide destination
for the arts and culture” and noted that the
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complaints her office receives about noise
and drinking have come down over the last
few years.

When questioning turned to the potential
for Amazon locating its second headquarters
in the community Ald. Hopkins ventured a
guess that Chicago’s chance of winning the
competition were “at least a 50-50 chance
we’ll get it. We offer everything they’re
looking for.”

But all three aldermen said the city get-
ting Amazon would be a mixed blessing.
“The challenges are stiffer if it’s Amazon
rather than any other firm,” said Hopkins.
“They can be a tough negotiator.”

Ald. Waguespack said under
the current proposal that
Amazon would also get to
decide how the income taxes
generated by the operations
would be spent offering,
“Nobody gets to do that?!”’

All three aldermen said that there needed
to be healthy debate on how the city builds
needed infrastructure in the face of the sud-
den demand that would come from the on-
line retailer’s decision to choose Chicago.

“We are the city of ‘no small plans’ and
this is the first time we’ve abandoned that
principle by doing one-off deals that will
bring in 50,000 new residents,” said Ald.
Smith regarding new development along
the Chicago River.

Ald. Waguespack warned that the city is
working on a new TIF district on the North
Branch of the Chicago River and that “the
lack of transparency is troubling to me, and
should be to you too.” He said under the
current proposal that Amazon would also
get to decide how the income taxes gener-
ated by the operations would be spent offer-
ing, “Nobody gets to do that?!”

Ald. Smith’s concerns about demands
for housing and the lack of new recreation
space in the development plans are well-
known and well-founded, but have so far
been generally ignored by city hall planners
and the mayor’s office. “City planners look
at the North Branch and see it only as an
extension of downtown. They have no vi-
sion for parks. If the area gets too congested
families will move to the suburbs to raise
their kids.”

She suggested that Lincoln Park was be-
coming like and island, hard to get in and
out of. She predicted that as a result, devel-
opment would be forced further west and
south rather than trying to jam ever more
people into the already over-crowded,
closed-in neighborhoods.

Additional bad news came in predictions
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of taxes jumping dramatically after the 2019
elections to help cover government pension
costs. “We’re still digging the hole deeper,”
said Ald. Hopkins, who called for switching
to defined benefits over pensions. He noted
that even if changes were made today that
government employees would still have to
pay for benefits for the next 20 years that
they’d not themselves receive.

All three aldermen called for pension
reform, saying that the guaranteed annual
three percent compounded raises retired
workers are getting mean many are now
paid far more every year than they ever
made while on the job.

“The next couple of years the city is on
the hook for much higher annual pension
payments,” warned Waguespack; while
Ald. Smith said that a lot of Lincoln Parkers
would be hit by the new federal tax laws that
limit state tax deductions to only $10,000.
“Our property tax system is messed up,”
she said, calling it regressive. It’s “one of
the worst in the nation.”

All three also spoke about congestion and
the need to get cars off of the streets. Ald.
Hopkins said that the CTA is already run-
ning at over capacity during the morning
and evening rush hours while Ald. Smith
thinks the city should stop encouraging
car-related services such as Uber, Lyft and
car2go since they take passengers away
from CTA buses and put them into cars.

Charlie Trotter project

Ald. Smith spoke about plans afoot to
re-open Charlie Trotter’s old restaurant on
Armitage Ave. as a ‘pop-up’ special events
space and restaurant.

Trotter’s son Dylan and his mother Done-
Lee Trotter announced that the nonprofit
Trotter Project hoped to re-open in the orig-
inal restaurant space, 816 W. Armitage Ave.
Though the buildings had been put on the
market after the restaurant closed in 2012,
they were taken off the market. The project
is expected to also include teaching oppor-
tunities for young chefs.

Charlie Trotter died at home on Nov. 5,
2013.

The Trotter Project—is a 501(c)(3) chari-
table organization created in part by Found-
ing President Chef Homaro Cantu [now
deceased] and supported by Trotter’s sister
Anne, brothers Scott and Tom who are also
involved, along with countless alumni and
friends.

The effort seeks to unite budding tal-
ent interested in the culinary arts, along
with the hospitality and service industries,
through a variety of mentorship programs
designed to educate and inspire. The pro-
gram hopes to inspire the next generation of
talent, propel careers and build community
through partnerships with educators in the
culinary arts.
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