The heart has its reasons
which reason knows not.

— Blaise Pascal
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Loyola buys local mid-rise
by Red Line as teardown

Displacing beloved
Archie’s Cafe, residents,
local businesses

BY HAILEY GATES
The Loyola Phoenix

Loyola purchased the property
at 1226-1234 W. Loyola Ave. Dec
19, 2023, adding the triangle-
shaped 4-story building to their
list of properties owned in the
surrounding area.

Michael Loftsgaarden, Loyola’s
vice president of capital planning,
said there are currently no con-
struction plans, but the building
will be torn down once the leases
run out in Sept. 2025.

“The reality of the situation
was we felt like, ‘Hey, we got this
for a good price that makes sense
to us,” Loftsgaarden said of the
$3 million purchase. “Its assem-
blage value is the primary driver
here for a future development,
whatever, it just makes total sense
for that. But again, there’s nothing
on the board right now.”

Lofstgaarden said he was ap-
proached by a broker represent-
ing Mark Gerb — the building’s
previous owner — April 29. Af-
ter months of negotiations and
reviewing the legal terms of pur-
chase, the university officially
bought the property.

Loyola Univ. of Chlcago purchased the property at 1226- 1234 W Loyola
Ave. with plans to tear down the building once all the tenants vacated the

site.

Loftsgaarden said the price
Loyola paid was far below the
previous owner’s asking price due
to the poor state of the building,
which he said isn’t functionally or
fiscally sustainable.

“Our plan is to let all our leases
run out in the building,” Lofts-
gaarden said. “As leases come
available, we’re not renewing,
and the plan will be to vacate the
building and after that try to get it
demolished.”

Nathan Abhalter-Smith and his
partner Kristin, who own the non-
profit art gallery Roman Susan,
1224 W. Loyola Ave., have noti-
fied others throughout the com-

munity of the purchase. Since
their lease ends Sept. 2025 — a
year after all other leases in the
building end — they said their
extended time prompted them to
advocate for other tenants.

The Abhalter-Smiths said they
became aware the building was
for sale in June after overhearing
people outside speculating about
selling the building. They then re-
ceived a certificate verifying the
current terms of their lease Sept.
22, followed by an official notice
Loyola had bought the property
on Dec. 22.
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Heartland Health blames their
looming collapse on migrants

Lack of federal support
may doom
social service agencies

BY BOB ZULEY
Part one of a two-part series

The Heartland Alliance was
once robust and a major player
among Chicago’s social service
agencies and performed much of
its work through multiple com-
panies — Heartland Alliance,
Heartland Alliance International,
Heartland Human Care Services,
Heartland Alliance Health, and
Heartland Housing.

Michael Brieschke, a Heartland
Alliance case manager and union
leader, told the Chicago Tribune,
“Heartland Alliance as an en-
tity will cease to exist. It will be
broken up into pieces. It’s a fact
now.”

The trouble is neither new nor
unforeseen. In 2022, Heartland
Health Center’s 16 site locations
rebranded itself Tapestry 360
in order to avoid confusion with
Heartland Alliance — which it
split from in 2003.

Since splitting from its Heart-
land Health / Tapestry 360, Heart-
land Alliance has announced its
own health care operation, Heart-
land Alliance Health.

One of the missions Heartland
has tasked itself with is welcom-
ing and underwriting some of

the 35,000 migrants in Illinois
who arrived by bus from Texas
through its National Immigrant
Justice Center, after illegally
crossing the southern border. It
also provides information to mi-
grants from Venezuela about the
process of applying for Tempo-
rary Protected Status.

With the absence of federal
financial assistance in caring for
migrants, Heartland’s Health divi-
sion struggled to cover increasing
costs associated with the surge of
migrants.

In late 2023, Heartland
Health indefinitely
furloughed over 150
employees and reduced
programming.

In late 2023, Heartland Health
indefinitely furloughed over 150
employees and reduced program-
ming. It’s now considering spin-
ning off into an independent or-
ganization, according to a written
statement from Mary Ann Gil-
bert, interim executive director of
Heartland Alliance Health, and
Ed Stellon, chief external affairs
officer, sent to Tribune reporter
Brian J. Rogal.

Despite financial accounting
ostensibly in place, it wasn’t un-
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Fifty-seven years ago a small plane struck two Sherldan Rd. high-rises

Dense fog behind 1967
crash that killed two

BY BOB ZULEY

The dense fog that has recently
inundated the Chicagoland area
was reminiscent of the fog that
one pilot and his passenger found
themselves in on Feb. 15, 1967.

On Feb. 14, 1967, pilot Clar-
ence J. Elliott, 32, of Kiel, WI,
and Charles A. Brickner, 39, of
Sheboygan Falls, WI, flew their
leased 1966 single-engine Piper
Cherokee 235 from Cleveland,
OH, into Meigs Field, an airport
then located on Northerly Island
at 13th St. on the lakefront, with
plans to layover for the night.

The two men were employed
in sales by the cheese marketing
division of Lake to Lake Dairy, a
Wisconsin farm cooperative be-
gun in 1946 and later acquired by
Land O’ Lakes in 1981.

The crash, detailed in a Chi-
cago Tribune inquiry by reporter
Wayne Thomis, described the two
men arriving at Butler Aviation’s

-

Meigs Field office at approxi-
mately 6:30 a.m. and phoned the
FAA control tower and requested
a special visual flight rule take-
off clearance.

The request was granted, al-
though local conditions at Meigs
were below visual flight mini-
mums.

It is normal and standard to
grant such visual special depar-
tures when traffic is light and bet-
ter weather presumably nearby.

Elliott’s worries of impend-
ing harsh winter conditions were
lulled by 7 a.m. local weather
reports which gave a 500-foot
ceiling and 2% mile visibility at
Meigs and 1,100 foot ceiling and
12 mile visibility at Milwaukee.

However, Elliott didn’t check
the weather report at Glenview
Naval Air Station which had
only half a mile visibility in fog
and 800 feet ceiling. Turbulence
and icing were also forecast for
Illinois and Indiana, with snow
moving southward from northern
Wisconsin.

The Piper 9347] lifted off
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On Feb. 14, 1967, a plane crashed in Edgewater near Sheridan Rd. Pilot
Clarence J. Elliott of Kiel, WI, and his passenger Charles A. Brickner, of
Sheboygan Falls, WI, both died in the crash.

Meigs at 7:23 a.m. and bore
northward along the lakeshore,
with his employer noting that El-
liott frequently made the flight by
“hugging the shoreline and stay-
ing low in marginal weather.”

At 7:26 a.m., Elliott reported
clearing the Meigs control zone
and indicated no weather diffi-
culties. The crash, two minutes
afterward, found the plane bor-
ing along only 160 feet above the

shore level, and penetrating cur-
tains of fog that extended even
lower.

The nine-mile flight ended
with the plane’s left wing shat-
tering the glass 16th floor apart-
ment wall of the northeast corner
of Hollywood Towers, 5701 N.
Sheridan Rd., before bouncing
into the 16th floor of the south
wall of Horizon House, 5733 N.
Sheridan Rd.
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The wreckage then careened
across Sheridan Rd. into a vacant
lot located at 5730 N. Sheridan
Rd.

In an appellate court opinion
pertaining to this crash filed in
1979, the testimony of expert
witness Jesse W. Stonecipher, a
professor and associate director
of the Institute of Aviation of the
Univ. of Illinois was cited.

Stonecipher testified that a
takeoff and flight executed in
the weather conditions existing at
the time Elliott took off and the
route he flew could not be con-
ducted with a reasonable degree
of safety.

In Stonecipher’s opinion, a
non-instrument-rated pilot should
not have attempted the flight.
The pilot in this instance should
have either executed a 180 degree
turn and returned to Meigs Field
or contacted air traffic control
by radio, declared an emergency
and requested radio guidance to a
nearby airport for landing.
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By Thomas J. O'Gorman

If you're like a lot of Chicago-
ans you're already looking for the
next season of your favorite cable
series. Pick your best ones.

I remember a much less frenet-
ic era when it was Sunday nights
at PBS that we fussed over like
that.

Remember Alistair Cooke, the
effete, erudite British journalist
who came to America to report
and never went home? His reflec-
tions primed and prepped us for
those huge dramatic series like
“The First Churchills,” “The For-
sythSaga,” “Upstairs Downstairs”
and “The Wives of Henry VIII.”
WTTW’s PBS shows became a
way to measure the unfolding of
the start of a new week. Long be-
fore softer Americans wanted to
move into “Downton Abbey.”

Downton Abbey is far removed
from “The Bear,” Chicago’s lat-
est white hot, smash hit TV show

M)
slgiz

k_ké/ E?Nio @k_n

THE
AHERN GROUP

CHICAGOLAND REAL ESTATE EXPERT

MAGGIE AHERN

Over 18 Years in Business
Marketing, Negotiating & Staging

(312) 545-2199
MaggieAhern@AtProperties.com

(e properties

CHRISTIES

=

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Is Chicago a shadow of its past?

about restaurant royalty.

Half a century later viewers
now await the further goings on
for the Ton, late 18th century
London, as the “Bridgerton”
crowds anticipate Season 3. What
can we expect from tell-all Lady
Whistledown? Word now comes
we must wait until May.

And then there’s the dark mys-
tery of the 3rd Season of “White
Lotus” to contend with. And the
sad certainty that without Tanya
McQuoid (Jennifer Coolidge)
we’ll have some big idiosyncra-
sies to fill in this HBO hit. The
next series is supposed to take
place in Thailand.

How can anyone keep track of
the many cliff-hanger moments
we were left with after Season 3
of “Emily in Paris?” The show is
working wonders with my Pari-
sian French accent, as well as my
sense of fashion and commitment
to French cookery. Am I drinking
the right “aperitif?” But we are
told Season 4 is in production at
the moment.

I am ready for more of those
fancy New Yorkers in Season 3 of
Julian Fellows’ “The Gilded Age.”
Word is it will be back. There is
no denying I dislike the clothing
and confining social formulas,
but delight in the characters of all
descriptions. From Mrs. Astor to
Jack Trotter.

It really was the age of the
“robber barons.” Funny, in real
life some of those industrialists’
offspring still spend their sum-
mers in the great houses they
call “cottages,” in coastal Maine.
Like Islesboro, where we had our
art gallery. It’s nothing, there, to
have a great-great-grandfather
who was a Republican vice presi-
dent of the U.S. Once at our lively
front porch cocktail get-togethers
there were four in attendance.
And a splattering of Marshall
Field’s progeny. Add in Mrs.
Auchincloss and we had our own
gilded age.

Series aren’t really my favorite
viewing, but “binge-watching”
makes it easy. Have you seen “At-
lantique™”? It’s kind of a take on
the story of how Peggy Guggen-
heim rescued the great Jewish
Modernist artists and intellectu-
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als from France after the Nazis
entered Paris and partitioned the
nation. She brought a huge group
of them to New York City and al-
tered the artistic environment of
America with their creations on
canvas.

No binge-watching for Season
3 of The Bear, the show that de-
voured the Golden Globes, tak-
ing home five awards, including
best comedy. Most locals will
be watching that one every week
once it starts up again.

The show’s star, Jeremy Allen
White, told the Today Show that
they’re going to start filming Sea-
son 3 soon. Can’t wait.

Watching a series means mak-
ing a commitment to stay faithful
to the unfolding of facts and de-
tails. Persons and personalities.

At the start of the new year we
re-calibrate our process of mark-
ing time. The measure of our day.
The distance of events. Respon-
sibilities. The pace of our living.
The climate of a new season.
Anxious for new judgments. Bet-
ter. More refined.

The Illinois Primary, for in-
stance. While Mayor “Teachers’
Pet” Johnson’s name won’t appear
on the ballot, it might as well be.
Might the vote over his proposed
real estate tax increase be consid-
ered his vote of no-confidence?
That defining feature of parlia-
mentary democracy which allows
the elected parliament to either
affirm their support or force the
ousting, followed by a collapse of
a failed government?

You don’t need to stare for long
at the garbage-strewn streets of
the city to realize this “ham sand-
wich” doesn’t have a clue. How
can he expect a ruinous home-
less policy not to affect the small
scale life of Chicago? Damaging
simple outdoor health conditions.
Have you seen what it’s like under
the viaducts?

That’s not even counting the
political fiascos that large-scale
ineptitude has triggered. The
“Johnson Era” appears to be a
‘how not to administrate a city’
textbook. Our honorable mayor
doesn’t have the skill set to suc-
cessfully bus tables or wash dish-
es on The Bear.

Now we wait for the next sea-
son. The further episodes of
messed up politics on the grand
scale. With literally no effective
political strategy for resolving the
urban damage underway. I'm not
sure anyone understands the dif-
ference. When was the last time
Chicago faced such disastrous in-
eptitude? The Great Fire of 18717
Back then McCormick heir and
Tribune founder Joseph Medill
ran for mayor in the aftermath
of the city burning down. On the
“Fireproof™ ticket.

He won in a landslide.

A victory that ultimately saved
Chicago, creating the nation’s
most modern city. The capitol of
the American Heartland.

Well, we have the political and
social destruction now, not dis-
similar from the Great Fire.

I cannot imagine America’s
historic Democratic Party lead-
ership arriving in August for its
National Convention where they
get to see the damage that Mayor
“Teachers’ Pet” has permitted to
unfold neighborhood by neigh-
borhood.

It’s the start of the presidential
season. The anticipation of the
Democratic National Conven-
tion coming to town at the end
of summer to re-organize what’s
possible in Washington D.C.

Do we have any real expecta-
tion for healthy change or growth
in our urban consciousness? Has
the disparity in the political con-
science of Chicagoans been en-
larged or has it become a shadow
of its past refinement?

Yes, we know, he’ll blame it on
the wife and kids. .. City Hall suc-
cess today is measured by getting
home in time to wash the dishes.

Former Mayor Ed Kelly and
super-politico Pat Nash had some
advantages in the 1930s when
they began their “political renais-
sance” in Chicago. Make no mis-
take about it. Their support for
Franklin Delano Roosevelt not
only unleashed a political genius
on the nation when we needed it
most. It also set in motion rea-
soned solutions to America’s ra-
tional political sensibilities. That
not only got the garbage off the
streets but rescued American

PRE-NEED - AT NEED - (ONVENIENTLY LOCATED

~ CREMATION OPTIONS

HOMF‘TO‘M’@(‘I‘R‘N v
_GATH'ER &'REMEMBER |
el

3918 W. Irving Park Road, Chicago, IL 60618
7173.654.3744
WWW.MIDTOWNFUNERALS.COM greg@midtownfunerals.com

agriculture. America’s military
character. The arts. American sci-
ence and education. And split the
atom under the bleachers at the
Univ. of Chicago.

It’s about common allies. Com-
mon justice. And an intellectual
vision to alter the disintegration
of our metropolis.

That’s how we measure time
here. Beyond the tea times at
Downton. Or Mrs. Bridges’ suc-
culent menu when the King
comes to Eaton Place for dinner.
That strategy will really “Bring
Chicago Home.”

ENOUGH: Overall, that Pal-
estinian protest was yet another
divisive city hall process, says
Ald. Scott Waguespack [32nd].
“One of the worst instances was
the heckling and jeering of our
one Jewish colleague when she
spoke about women being raped
on Oct. 7.”

That’s what a real man does, he
stands up for his friend and col-
league, Ald. Debra Silverstein
[50th], who was being attacked by
a mob. Bravo Scott.

“Such demeaning behavior
cannot be tolerated in the City
Council chambers. Calls for vio-
lence against anyone, including
threats to those of us who voted
no, should not be allowed to con-
tinue,” he said. “This process has
led to hostility on the council floor
that we have not seen in decades
and has alienated many Chicago
residents who feel that this resolu-
tion does not adequately address
their concerns and lived experi-
ence. Aldermen who voted no
on this resolution have received
death threats, with posts on social
media singling out some of us in
particular.”

“Throughout this time, City
elected officials have lost focus
on the unacceptable violence in
our streets that led to the recent
deaths of several students and
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2023 was a boom year for pot sales

Illinois’ adult-use recreational
and medical pot retailers sold
a record $1.6 billion worth of
cannabis products in 2023, ac-
cording to data from the Illinois
Dept. of Financial and Profes-
sional Regulation [IDFPR].

However, total tax revenue
from the industry dropped in fis-
cal year 2023, falling to $420.9
million from a record $435.1 the
previous year. But the total still
surpassed the state’s tax collec-
tions from alcohol sales, which
brought in about $316.3 million
during the same period.

With the opening of 28 new
retailers in 2023, much of those
sales, and tax revenue, came out
of Chicago and Cook County.

In the city of Chicago, despite
our comparatively steep retail
prices, the strongest drug sales
were in the Near West and Near
North West sides, in Lincoln
Park, North Lakeview and Up-
town, East Edgewater and East
Rogers Park.

All 28 of the newly opened
pot retailers, the state says, were
majority owned by veterans. Five
of those licenses are also major-
ity owned by women, and 15
are majority owned by people of
color, according to voluntary self-
reporting

State officials also claim that
the sales record coincides with a
year-over-year decline in out-of-
state sales. In total, about $1.2 bil-
lion worth of pot products were
sold last year to Illinois residents,
which is a 14% increase from
2022 and is also higher than the
growth of resident sales experi-
enced in 2021, the report said.

The report also shows that in
2022, Illinois made $36 mil-
lion in tax revenue off of people
from Wisconsin who traveled to
Illinois to buy drugs. In total,
about a quarter of all Illinois can-
nabis sales went to out-of-state
residents.

Fiscal Year 2023 saw unprec-
edented growth in the cannabis
market not seen since the start of
the medical program in 2015 and
adult use cannabis was legalized
in 2020, according to the IDFPR
report. “Looking towards the fu-
ture and Fiscal Year 2024, IDF-
PR anticipates continued growth
of the regulated market.”

Illinois residents can have 30
grams of cannabis flower, five
grams of cannabis concentrate
and no more than 500 milligrams
of THC contained in a cannabis-
infused product. Residents in the
medical cannabis pilot program
may have more than 30 grams of
flower, but only if it is grown and
secured in their residence under
certain conditions.

Non-Illinois residents can have
15 grams of cannabis flower, 2.5
grams of cannabis, and no more
than 250 milligrams of THC
contained in a cannabis-infused
product.

On the same day that Illinois
announced 2023’s record mari-
juana sales, The Wall Street Jour-
nal published a report that found
doctors nationwide are reporting
a rising number of young adults
experiencing psychosis brought
on by pot use.

A doctor quoted in the report
attributed the rise in psychotic
disorder to the potency of modern
dope strains.

According to the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Admin., the average
content of THC, the active sub-
stance in marijuana, is up consid-
erably, with many legal products
boasting THC concentrations of
up to 90%.

According to a 2017 study in

aging progress that is a testament
to the hard work [of] lawmakers,
and stakeholders in ensuring we
create a process that’s accessible
to everyone, no matter their gen-
der, race, or where in Illinois they
call home,” said IDFPR Secretary
Mario Treto, Jr.

According to Crain’s Chicago, Chicago is home
to four of the cannabis industry’s leading players,
which dominate this year’s list of Chicago’s Largest
Cannabis Companies. Publicly traded Cresco Labs,
Verano and Green Thumb Industries,
and privately held PharmaCann employ
nearly 2,000 workers in the city combined.

the American Journal of Psychia-
try, one psychotic episode follow-
ing cannabis use was associated
with a 47% chance of a person de-
veloping schizophrenia or bipolar
disorder.

So drug use is fraught with risk,
especially for young people.

“These statistics show encour-

The total number of marijuana
products sold in fiscal year 2023
also rose, climbing to nearly 45
million, the report says. Most
product categories saw growth,
with the only exceptions being
infused liquids and infused topi-
cals.

Illinois

taxes any cannabis

product at a rate of 20% of the
purchase price, with tax rates in-
creasing by product potency. Ef-
fective rates can exceed 40% if
local governments tack on an ad-
ditional tax. In Chicago, custom-
ers will pay up to 41.25% in taxes
on some marijuana products, after
factoring in a soon-to-be-passed
Cook County excise tax.

Of the 10 states with legal
recreational marijuana regimes,
Illinois is home to the second-
highest tax burden on retail sales,
according to a review of state and
local statutes.

Compare that with neighbor-
ing Michigan - which now has a
supply glut, and therefore some
of the most affordable pot prices
- where the total tax on recre-
ational marijuana is 16% across
the board.

States with high tax rates on
pot lose a great deal of sales to
more traditional black market
sale. California legalized recre-
ational marijuana in 2018, yet

80% of cannabis sold in Califor-
nia comes from the black market,
due to the high cost and taxes. I1li-
nois’ pot buyers face taxes that are
even higher than California’s.
Besides buying low priced dope
in Michigan, or from an illegal
black market dealer, there is an-
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George Kahumoku: Maui’s Renaissance man

Playing live this month
at Old Town School

BY PETER VON BUOL

Despite turning 73 in January,
legendary Hawaiian slack key
guitarist George Kahumoku will
be returning to Chicago’s Old
Town School of Folk Music on
Feb. 29 to perform at the school’s
Gary and Laura Maurer Concert
Hall, 4544 N. Lincoln Ave.

It is an annual tour for Kahu-
moku, who for some reason’s
leaves all the warmth and sun at
home for the dreary gray main-
land, and his winter tour.

Eager to share the spotlight,
Kahumoku’s current tour in-
cludes two-time Grammy winner
Tia Carrere (who besides being
an accomplished singer has also
been an in-demand actress in
Hollywood where she starred in
the Wayne’s World movies set in
Chicago) and six-time Grammy
winner Daniel Ho, a multi-instru-
mentalist known for his virtuos-
ity on the ukulele and slack-key
guitar. Ho’s film scores have been
featured in film and television

in projects such as The Descen-
dants, Soul Surfer, the TV series
Hawai‘i Five-O.

Kahumoku is known for his
distinctive style of 12-string slack
key guitar playing which he trac-
es back to George Kuluwaimaka
Kaleohano Kauila Mahikoa, a di-
rect ancestor.

In the mid-19th century, Ma-
hikoa had been among those
trained by the Mexican Vaqueros
who had come to the Kingdom of
Hawai'i to teach ranching skills
to Hawaiians. In their free time,
the Vaquero enjoyed performing
music and introduced native Ha-
waiians to Spanish-style guitars
and their singing style. Their Ha-
waiian students enjoyed the mu-
sic and prior to returning home to
Mexico, some Vaquero gave their
instruments to Hawaiians.

In the early 20th century, Ha-
waiian music swept the world.
However, it was two other instru-
ments, the steel guitar (a Hawai-
ian invention) and the ukulele
(an adaptation of a Portuguese
instrument) which took center
stage, and which caused slack key
guitarists to perform background
accompaniment.

Steel guitar became so popular
mainland radio stations, including
Chicago, hired authentic Hawai-
ian musicians. In 1933, Hawaii’s
Jim Holstein and Bob Pauole,
known professionally as Jim and
Bob, the Genial Hawaiians, were
the house band of WBBM-AM
780 and earlier, WENR AM-
890 (which merged with WLS in
1954). They recorded an influen-
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George Kahumoku, one of the leading voices of the Hawaiian Renaissance,
will be returning to Chicago’s Old Town School of Folk Music on Feb. 29.

tial record for Chicago’s Bluebird
record label.

While Holstein died in 1936,
Pauole remained in Chicago and
continued to perform as a soloist.
Pauole died in 1952 and is buried
in Graceland Cemetery under his
professional name, Bob Panole.

After World War II, Hawaii
began to experience an increased
interest in the Hawaiian language
and culture. Born in 1951 and
having grown up on his grandpar-
ents’ South Kona cattle ranch on
Hawai'i Island, Kahumoku had
grown up surrounded by slack-
key guitar music.

“We all attended the Kame-
hameha Schools at the Kapalama
Campus. George was an upper-
class man. Dennis Kamakahi,
and I were classmates in the
class of ’71. Kamakahi, Aaron
Mahi, Kalena Silva and I were in
a group playing mainly Hawai-
ian music. Jerry Santos, who like
George, was an upper-class man,
also formed a group which played
a mix of Hawaiian and popular
contemporary folk music.

It was truly the beginning of
what we now know as the renais-
sance of Hawaiian music. [To-
day] George Kahumoku has now
become a great exponent of Ki
Ho'alu, Hawaiian Slack Key and
like all of us who carry Hawaiian
music within our hearts, we share
it with aloha,” said Akaka, who
serves at the Hawaiian cultural
advisor at the Mauna Lani Au-
berge Resort on Hawai'i Island.

By the early 1970s, the Hawai-
ian Renaissance had fully blos-
somed and there was a renewed
interest in traditional Hawaiian
arts and traditions, including lan-
guage, crafts, farming, fishing,
hula, history, and literature.

Having grown up in an ex-
tended family connected to the
past and present, Kahumoku was
well-positioned to make an im-
pact as one of the leading voices
of the Hawaiian Renaissance.

In the mid-1970s, Kahumoku

also teamed up with his brother,
Moses Kahumoku, to perform
evenings at the luxurious Mauna
Kea Beach Hotel. The pair re-
leased albums as The Kahumoku
Brothers.

Due to their authenticity, in
1979, the Kahumoku broth-
ers accompanied the late Edith
Kanaka'ole on her groundbreak-
ing album Hi ipoi I Ka “Aina Alo-
ha, which would win the 1980 Na
Hoku Hanohano Award for best
traditional album. The first track
on the album Ka Uluwehi O Ke
Ka (the plants of the Sea), which
featured the Kahumoku brothers
on guitar and background vocals,
became an instant classic.

George Kahumoku
is known for his
distinctive style of
12-string slack key
guitar playing which
he traces back to
George Kuluwaimaka
Kaleohano Kauila
Mahikoa, a direct
ancestor.

In the mid-1990s, Hawaii’s
slack key guitarists gained promi-
nence on the mainland when the
late George Winston, a platinum-
selling jazz musician with a major
distribution deal for his Dancing
Cat Records label, began an ambi-
tious project to record a series of
Hawaiian slack key artists on solo
and duo acoustic recordings.

Winston had fallen in love with
slack key years earlier when he
had picked up a copy of the Sons
of Hawaii’s 1971 Five Faces LP.
Winston wanted to do the same
thing with more of Hawaii’s slack
key guitarists.

At the beginning of his project,
Winston contacted the slack key
guitarists whose recordings he al-
ready had in his collection. Those
became the first recordings he
made for the Dancing Cat label.
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Then, he asked these guitarists for
their recommendations. Many, he
said, recommended George. So
Winston added Kahumoku.

“He has also been one of
Hawaii’s most accomplished com-
posers as well and being a great
interpreter of traditional songs
and songs by other composers,”
said Winston adds.

As of 2023, Dancing Cat has
released 39 recordings in its still-
ongoing Hawaiian Slack Key
Guitar Masters series.

While there has long been
some mainland interest in Ha-
waiian music, the increased vis-
ibility of Dancing Cat Records
had made it much easier for the
label’s artists to secure book-
ings. After Dancing Cat released
Kahumoku’s Drenched by Music
album in 1997, he joined the Mas-
ters of Hawaiian Music tour and
has continued to tour mainland
cities ever since.

Among the stops on his annual
tour is Chicago’s Old Town School
of Folk Music and a spokesperson
for the venerable institution said
it is obvious why Kahumoku has
had good fortune in Chicago.

“Old Town of Folk Music has
always been a strong supporter of
musical artists from Hawai’i, and
George Kahumoku, Jr. is one of
the island’s leading ambassadors
of that distinctive and enticing
slack key guitar sound. We are al-
ways happy when George comes
around with his Masters of Ha-
waiian Music show, especially as
it usually comes through Chicago
in the depths of our winter, when
we can use some Hawaiian charm
and warmth the most,” said Nick
Macri, marketing manager for
concerts and events.

At each of his shows, Kahu-
moku acts as the show’s emcee
and plays the first set. His style as
a storyteller is low-key, but effec-
tive. Kahumoku tells each story
about the song as if was the first
time. He also treats the audience
as if he was talking to a friend
or relative. It’s an approach that
works for Kahumoku, and it has
helped forge a strong bond with
his audience.

Being first on stage through-
out his career has enabled him
to leave the stage and meet those
who attend the concerts. This also
has given him an opportunity to
connect with his audience. Dur-
ing the tours, at intermission, all
performers join Kahumoku at a
table to meet concert attendees.

The cross-country tour usually
sells out at concert halls across
the mainland. When not touring,
George hosts his weekly epony-
mous Masters of Hawaiian Mu-
sic show at the Napili Kai Beach
Resort.

Slack key guitarist David Ka-
hiapo, who was mentored by
Gabby Pahinui, Sonny Chilling-
worth and Ray Kane and who has
also performed at Old Town with
Kahumoku, said there is no better
description for Kahumoku than

KAHUMOKU see p. 9
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‘Chicago’s game’

The Home Front
by Don DeBat

Chicago’s Game—16-inch slow-pitch
softball—is hanging on by its bruised and
battered finger tips in the Windy City.

Last year, the NASCAR street race ef-
fectively shut down softball at Grant Park
for most of the summer.

This year, there is a new threat. The
Chicago Park District [CPD] is planning a
redesign of the 345-acre Washington Park,
bounded by 51st St., Martin Luther King
Dr., 60th St. and Cottage Grove Ave. on the
South Side, that likely will impact softball
play.

Earlier this month, the park district
sought feedback on six key areas of park
space—including plans for bike circula-
tion paths, athletic areas, the Morgan Dr.
entrance, the field house, the pool and la-
goon.

Some softball advocates are wonder-
ing if the long-range plan is to transform
Washington Park into an entertainment
venue for blues, jazz and rock concerts,
similar to Grant Park’s “Festival Field”—
formerly a downtown recreational area de-
voted to 16-inch softball.

According to the CPD, proposed changes
are crafted to protect the historic nature of
the park, designed in 1871, but also build
on community needs, and attract people
throughout the city to use the space.

Immediately west, along King Dr., is
a pond overlooked by the Barack Obama
Presidential Center. On the south end of
the proposed site plan, a “cultural ribbon”
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may take another hit at Washington Park

“Softball is the biggest use of the park,” said Wilbert King, a South Side native who works in violence prevention. King credits the Washington
Park fields and softball in general for pointing his own life in the right direction, and says he wants to see this historic sport continue in Chicago

for other generations.

or walking trail, appears to run directly
through at least two existing softball fields.
The trail would connect the Du Sable Mu-
seum with the Obama Center, which cur-
rently is under construction.

According to the Hyde Park Herald, the
Washington Park plan is guided by six
objectives as required by an agreement
related to the Obama Presidential Center.
These include prioritizing people over cars,
creating new experiences for park visitors,
enhancing natural areas, and celebrating
the park’s history, CPD officials said.

“Washington Park has been the Mecca
of our sport on the South Side for decades.
It was named a ‘Field of Dreams’ by the
HOF a few years ago,” noted Al Maag, co-
founder of the Chicago 16-Inch Softball
Hall of Fame.

About 50 teams currently play 16-inch
softball in the park on Sundays, plus the
14 Chicago Transit Authority [CTA] teams
who have been competing there for 50
years, Maag said.

“The results have been outstanding, as
different levels of play and age have been

earning national titles in different cat-
egories, including the Major SSA National
Champs High Y in 2023. So, it’s vital they
build on their recent success and not go
backwards,” Maag said.

Tony Ward, HOF board member and in-
ductee whose team—BTA—was the first
African-American team to win the SSA
Major Nationals in history in 2022, said:
“The plans that have been shared with the
softball community have been received
favorably because we are losing only two
fields to the exciting overall development
of the area. That is a fair compromise.”

However, the planners could hit a home
run if they budgeted for better lights for
Washington Park’s 19 fields and especially
the parking lots, Ward said.

“Our softball fields are community as-
sets that should be used. Unfortunately, no
games are played during the week,” said
Ward, who noted that Washington Park’s
motto is: “Lights Save Lives!”

Ward said Washington Park would at-
tract more participants of all ages playing
softball on fields that are currently going

to waste after sunset. “We know the sport
of softball is an investment that pays divi-
dends in a positive environment that builds
a respect for life,” he said.

The game of softball was invented in
Chicago in 1887, and the first indoor game
was played at the Farragut Boat Club at
Lake Park Ave. and 31st St.—only a couple
of miles from Washington Park.

Washington Park has been a South Side
softball anchor since the Great Depression,
when the game took off as a popular, af-
fordable, spring and summer sport. It blos-
somed in the alleys, gravel school yards
and parks across the city because all kids
and young blue-collar adults needed to play
was a bat, a ball and cardboard boxes or a
street sewer cover for bases.

“Softball is the biggest use of the park,”
Wilbert King, a South Side native who
works in violence prevention, told the Chi-
cago Tribune. King credits the fields and
Chicago’s Game for pointing his own life
in the right direction, and says he wants

WASHINGTON see p. 9
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Police
Beat...

Driver pistol-whipped, carjacked
on the Magnificent Mile

Chicago police are investigating
after a driver was pistol-whipped
and carjacked on the Magnificent
Mile Feb. 7. It happened around 5:09
a.m. outside the Westin Hotel, 909 N.
Michigan.

A 37-year-old man told officers
he was getting into his red Toyota
Camry when the hijacker walked up
behind him, a CPD spokesperson
said. The carjacker hit the victim in
the back of the head with a gun and
drove away with his car.

The victim was taken to North-
western Memorial Hospital for treat-
ment of minor injuries, the spokes-
person said. He was unable to give
the police a description because the
carjacker wore a mask.

A city license plate reader pinged
the hijacked car near Ashland and
Chicago avenues shortly after it was
taken. So far, though, no arrests have
been announced.

Woman claims she was shot while
riding in a car in Roscoe Village

Chicago police are investigating
a woman'’s claim that she was shot
while riding in a car in Roscoe Vil-
lage Feb 8.

The 18-year-old showed up at
Advocate lllinois Masonic Medical
Center with six gunshot wounds to
her thigh and hand around 2 a.m.,
according to a CPD media state-
ment. She told police she was shot
while riding in a white Audi in the
2000 block of W. BelImont moments
earlier.

However, no calls of shots fired
came from that area, and officers
who went to the scene did not find
any shell casings or other evidence of
gunfire. A CPD surveillance camera
operator radioed that they reviewed
video footage of the area where the
woman said the shooting occurred,
and not a single white Audi passed
through the area.

Several 911 callers reported shots
fired in the 5100 block of N. Kildare
on the Northwest Side around 1:40
a.m. Police were exploring the pos-
sibility that she may have been in-
jured there.

Driver gets nine years for fleeing
the scene of fatal crash that killed
beloved hospital employee

A Humboldt
Park man was
handed a nine-
year sentence on
Feb. 6 for leaving
the scene after
killing a North-
western Memo-
rial Hospital em-
ployee in a traffic
crash in the Loop.

Christine Campbell was a month
from retirement when she left work
around 11:30 p.m. on Dec. 2, 2020.
About 15 minutes later, Marcel Wind-
ham ran a red light at Lower Wacker
Dr. and Columbus Dr. and slammed
into the side of her car.

Marcel Windham
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Prosecutors said his car was travel-
ing 53 MPH at impact. Campbell was
pronounced dead at Northwestern.

Windham and his female passen-
ger climbed out of the wreckage and
asked the driver of a car traveling be-
hind Campbell for a ride. That driver,
who happened to be Campbell’s co-
worker, refused. Surveillance video
allegedly showed Windham and his
passenger entering another vehicle
and leaving the area.

Investigators tested DNA on the
steering wheel airbag of the car that
struck Campbell’s vehicle. Prosecu-
tors said it matched Windham, prov-
ing that he was the driver at the time
of the crash. His phone location re-
cords allegedly put him at the scene,
too.

On Feb. 7, Windham pleaded guilty
to the most serious charge he faced,
failure to report a fatal accident, a
Class 1 felony. Prosecutors dropped
two lesser charges, including reckless
homicide with a motor vehicle.

After Camp-
bell's death, her
son, Herman,
told WGN that his
mom was “the
greatest person |
ever knew.”

“The world
is at a loss since
she’s gone, | can
guarantee you that one. She gave a
lot of love and a lot of knowledge. Ev-
erybody she camein contact with, she
always left them with something.”

Windham’s sentence will be re-
duced to 4% years with good behav-
ior. It will be reduced by another 984
days of credits he earned since being
charged.

Judge Peggy Chiampas oversaw
the case and sentenced Windham.

Christine Campbell

Mail thieves plead guilty, one gets
probation, the other three years

"

A

(L-R) Alex Petik and Amanda Solis.

While law enforcement agencies
and many Chicagoans seem to think
mail theft and the financial crimes
fueled by stolen mail are big deals,
people who carry out the schemes
are being let off pretty lightly.

A man-woman team recently
pleaded guilty to engaging in mail
theft on the North Side and in the
South Loop. One received probation,
and the other received three years, al-
though he'll be released in a fraction
of that time.

Alex Petik, 36, was charged last
spring with burglarizing a mailroom
in the 4800 block of N. Bell four times
in October and November 2022. Two
days after the last break-in, one of the
residents learned that someone was
trying to open multiple credit card
accounts in their name.

A Lincolnwood Police Dept. ser-
geant and a U.S. postal inspector rec-
ognized the thief as Petik, prosecu-
tors said.

A backpack he was carrying when
police arrested him last year alleg-
edly contained a Russian passport,
two fake IDs with his photo but other
people’s personal information, four
credit cards with different names, five
checks issued to various businesses
andindividuals, and 14.2 grams of sus-
pected crystal methamphetamine.

Petik got out on electronic moni-
toring but failed to show up in court
a couple of months later. Cops found
him in the suburbs.

Officials said he had used a fake
driver's license with someone else’s
name and birthday on it to rent a U-
Haul in Chicago, which he drove to an
Infiniti dealership in Hoffman Estates
with 36-year-old Amanda Solis.

Petik parked the truck behind the
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dealership, and Solis went inside, us-
ing a fake ID bearing her picture and
another woman'’s personal informa-
tion to apply for a car loan, Hoffman
Estates police said in criminal com-
plaints.

According to court records, postal
inspectors, working with surveillance
footage, determined that Petik and
Solis teamed up to burglarize the mail-
rooms of two residential complexes in
Dec. 2021. Officials said the duo used
postal service master keys, known as
“arrow keys,” to break into mailrooms
in the 1900 block of S. Michigan and
the 2100 block of W. Wellington.

Petik recently cut a deal with pros-
ecutors, pleading guilty to two counts
of burglary, one count of burglary
without causing damage, and one
count of knowingly possessing a fic-
titious ID, according to court records.
Prosecutors dropped an escape from
electronic monitoring charge.

Judge Peggy Chiampas handed
him three years on each burglary
count and one year for the fake ID
charge. The sentences will be served
concurrently and reduced by 395 days
of credit he earned in jail and on elec-
tronic monitoring, giving him an an-
ticipated parole date of May 15.

Solis pleaded guilty before Chiam-
pas to burglary and burglary without
causing damage in exchange for a 30-
month probation sentence and 128
days of time served.

Two groups of armed men
are robbing North Side businesses

Two groups of armed robbers are
targeting businesses on the North
Side, with at least 13 holdups report-
ed since late December, including
several in the past week, according to
Chicago police. We first learned about
the robbery teams this week when
they happened to rob three stores in
the same neighborhood, prompting a
local alderman to tell her constituents
about the crime pattern.

On Feb. 7, a two-man team robbed
the CVS at 5204 N. Broadway around
7:55 p.m. and then held up the Mc-
Donald’s at 1004 W. Wilson around
8:40 p.m., officials said. The police say
the men displayed guns and demand-
ed money from the registers.

Officials initially said one man was
responsible for both robberies, but
CPD updated that information in a
community alert on Saturday after-
noon. The alert said the duo also
robbed two stores on Dec. 30: in the
3200 block of W. Lawrence at 6:04
p.m. and the 5600 block of N. Ridge at
7:45 p.m.

CPD said the suspects are Black
men between 20 and 30 years old.
One wears a black puffy coat, a black
hat with a Nike logo, and black jeans.
The other wears a black puffy coat
with the Guess logo on the sleeve,
a black ski mask, and black pants.
They're armed with a silver handgun.

The second group involves up to
four men armed with pistols and
knives that target Walgreens loca-
tions and other “convenient establish-
ments,” according to a separate alert
CPD released on Saturday. Police said
these men took money from registers
and forced employees to access the
store’s safe.

They robbed the Walgreens at 6121
N. Broadway around 9:47 p.m. and are
responsible for holdups in the 1400
block of W. Devon at 3:15 p.m. on Jan.
19and at 6:07 p.m.on Jan. 23; the 1900
block of W. Foster on Jan. 23 at 12:17
a.m.; the 6200 block of N. Western on
Jan. 28 at 8:15 p.m.; the 6100 block of
N. Western on Jan. 30 at 8:40 p.m. and
at 6:01 p.m. on Feb. 2; the 4300 block
of N. Kedzie on Feb. 2 at 5:39 p.m., and
in the 900 block of W. Irving Park Rd
on Feb. 6 at 8:30 p.m.

CPD’s alert described the suspects
as Hispanic men dressed entirely in
black clothing.

Anyone with information about the
crimes can contact Area Three detec-
tives at 312-744-8263. The first crime
pattern number is P24-3-011, and the
second is P24-3-012BA.

Chicago police officers recovered a safe that Timothy Jackson (inset) ditched
outside Tribune Tower in 2022.
Images courtesy Captured News; Chicago Police Dept.

Eight-time felon burglarized River North restaurant
while on probation for burglarizing Streeterville nail salon

The last time we reported on Timo-
thy Jackson was after he ran down the
Magnificent Mile with a safe he stole
from a Streeterville nail salon while on
parole for three felonies. He's on pro-
bation for that.

Jackson’s back in jail. Prosecutors
say he burglarized a River North res-
taurant. It's familiar territory for Jack-
son, an eight-time convicted felon.

Chicago cops arrested him around
2:15 a.m. Jan. 31 after responding to
a burglar alarm at Coco Pazzo, 300 W.
Hubbard. They said they found the 32-
year-old lying down next to a stairwell
on the fourth floor.

Surveillance video from the res-
taurant showed Jackson forcing the
restaurant doors open, according to
his CPD arrest report. Once inside, the
report said, he grabbed some Hen-
nessey from the bar, tried to open the
cash register, and checked out the
basement. He's been charged with
burglary.

Judge Charles Beach detained
Jackson the next day for violating the
two-year probation sentence he re-
ceived in September for the nail salon
break-in.

That crime occurred in April 2022
at Bedazzled, 221 E. Grand. The owner
told police she saw a man force the
door open around 5 a.m., remove a
safe from the office, and head west,
according to police and prosecutors.

Officers spotted Jackson strolling
down Michigan Ave. near Tribune
Tower a few minutes later. He was car-
rying a safe. When he saw the cops, he
dropped the safe and ran. He didn't

get far.

Jackson was on parole for three
felonies at the time.

In one case, he punched a man in
the face on the 800 block of S. Wa-
bash, causing the victim to suffer
facial and brain injuries, according
to police records. He received 7%
years for aggravated battery caus-
ing great bodily harm. He also re-
ceived two four-year sentences for a
pair of Loop burglaries.

Just three months before sen-
tencing, police detained Jackson
when he ran away from them as
they tried to cite him for smoking
at the Jackson Red Line CTA station.
He was wearing his electronic moni-
toring bracelet at the time. He alleg-
edly wrapped it in aluminum foil to
keep authorities from tracking his
whereabouts. Prosecutors charged
him with escape but later dropped
the case.

Jackson also received two sen-
tences of 4% years for felony thefts
in the Loop in 2014. He got two
years for theft from a person in 2013
and four years for theft in 2011. Pros-
ecutors said he was also convicted
of burglary as a juvenile.

Police have issued several com-
munity alerts to warn restaurants
and bars about late-night burglars.
A bulletin issued last month warned
that a pair of men were prying open
patio doors to gain access to restau-
rants in River North. Another alertin
November focused on similar crimes
on the North Side.

Thieves are stealing cars
at Chicago gas stations,
one Lakeview incident
was caught on camera

Just two months ago, a North Side
alderman warned residents about a
string of carjackings and auto thefts
that occurred while victims were fill-
ing up at a Costco gas station. Now,
video shows a car thief in action as he
tries, but fortunately fails, to steal a
woman's car at a Lakeview gas station
last week.

The footage was recorded around
11:12 a.m. Feb. 5 as a woman filled her
car’s tank at Shell, 2801 N. Ashland.

As she tends to the gas pump, the
thief gets low and crawls up to the
driver’s door on the opposite side of
her vehicle. He watches her through
the car’s windows and then slips into
the driver’s seat after she removes the
nozzle from the tank.

The woman jogs around the back
of the car, apparently in a hurry to
get back on the road. She reaches for
the driver’s door handle and quickly
jumps back in fear upon discovering
the masked stranger sitting behind
the wheel.

She runs away, screaming. The thief
gets out of her car and enters the pas-
senger side of a gray Acura MDX sit-
ting nearby. That SUV speeds away,
heading north on Ashland Ave.

Chicago cops responded to the
scene, but they said the woman was
gone when they arrived. Nobody re-
ported the Acura stolen from the gas
station, so it appears the thief arrived
and escaped in that vehicle, possibly

with an accomplice.

In December, Lakeview Ald. Ben-
nett Lawson [44th] told his constitu-
ents that car thieves were routinely
stealing cars from a neighborhood
Costco’s service station.

“If you shop at the Costco located
at 2746 N. Clybourn Ave, please be
aware that there has been a recent
string of carjackings taking place at
that location when customers have
gone to the gas station in the Cost-
co parking lot,” Lawson wrote in the
December email.

“The Chicago Police Department
recommends—no matter what gas
station you stop at—to turn off your
vehicle, remove your keys and keep
them on your person, and lock your
vehicle,” the alderman continued.
“Many instances of carjacking at
this Costco location and other gas
stations have taken place when
keys have been left in the vehicle.
Please continue to remain safe and
vigilant!”

An Uber driver contacted CWB-
Chicagoin October after a Costco at-
tendant warned him about thefts.

“He told me a group in a black
BMW came at 4 p.m. [Oct. 17] and
a guy got out in a hoodie and face
mask and stole a car as a woman
pumped the gas, she had left her
keys in the car.”

“He told me the same group at-
tempted [Oct. 19] but were unsuc-
cessful, and that they also went
to Oakbrook to try it there in be-
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BY CWBCHICAGO

In two separate public appearances, Chi-
cago Police Supt. Larry Snelling made a
remarkable claim: The department’s de-
tectives had already solved over 70% of
2024’s murders.

He said it once during an appearance at
the Economic Club of Chicago. He repeat-
ed it at a town hall hosted by the Commu-
nity Commission for Public Safety and Ac-
countability, the city agency that selected
him last year as a finalist for the top cop
job.

Depending on which meeting you were
at, he said the department had solved either
19 out of 25 or 20 out of 26.

Newspapers, TV stations, and online
news outlets published Snelling’s claim
without an ounce of skepticism.

And that’s too bad. Because the Chicago
Police Dept. had not solved 19 or 20 of this
year’s murders. As of Jan. 25, it had solved
three. Our source? The Chicago Police
Dept.

Asked about the mind-blowing discrep-
ancy on Feb. 8, two Chicago Police Dept.
executives confirmed that Snelling’s state-
ments were inaccurate. They said Snel-
ling did not intend to mislead the public.
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Chicago’s top cop claims CPD solved
20 of 26 murders in January,; actually solved three

Instead, there had been a “miscommunica-
tion” about the arrest figures, and the mat-
ter will be addressed internally.

But the headlines have been written, and
you can bet that all the media outlets that
parroted Snelling’s inflated claims without
verification will not take even a moment to
set the record straight.

Like the Sun-Times. Reporting on Snel-
ling’s appearance at the town hall, the
paper included his murder clearance rate
claim directly under the story’s headline:
“Nineteen of 25 homicides in 2024 have
been cleared by CPD, the chief says at a
meeting of the Community Commission
for Public Safety and Accountability, where
questions of open cases and youth violence
were raised.”

Block Club Chicago spread Snelling’s
misinformation too: “Snelling said the
murder clearance rate for January is about
70%, with 19 of the 25 homicides commit-
ted this year cleared.”

The Chicago Crusader got in on the ac-
tion: “But later, Snelling provided some
clarification for that statistic, saying that the
74% represents the first 30 days in January,
where the Chicago police solved 20 out of
26 homicide cases so far this year.”

CBS2 also copy-pasted the superinten-

Another fail for cashless bail;
Man charged with ‘brutal attack’
at Chicago Union Station
after being released

BY CWBCHICAGO

After prosecutors charged Diashun Dix-
son with randomly attacking two men,
including a 64-year-old, at the Chicago
French Market in May, a judge ordered him
to pay a $10,000 bail deposit to be released
on electronic monitoring.

Unable to post bail, he stayed in jail until
December. That’s when
his attorney, citing the
Sept. 18, 2023, elimi-
nation of cash bail in
Illinois, filed a motion
and won his release.

Barely a month later,
Dixson walked up to a
19-year-old female col-
lege student at the Union Station food court
and punched her in the face so hard that the
impact fractured her nose and caused im-
mediate swelling to her face, prosecutors
allege.

He’s back in jail now.

Dixson, 20, was arrested for assault at
the Harold Washington Library in the
Loop on May 4 and was released from the

Diashun Dixson

police station on his own recognizance the
next day.

What Chicago cops didn’t know at the
time is that, according to prosecutors, Dix-
son randomly attacked two men at Metra’s
Chicago French Market, 117 N. Clinton,
two days earlier. But he hadn’t been ar-
rested for those attacks yet.

When Metra Police did catch up with
Dixson, prosecutors charged him with
three felonies: two counts of aggravated
battery in a public place and aggravated
battery of a victim older than 60.

They said he struck a 44-year-old man
in the back of the head at the market on
May 2. Also at the market that day, Dix-
son allegedly struck a 64-year-old man in
the back of the head, knocking him to the
ground. Once the man was down, Dixson
kicked him in the head, prosecutors said.

A judge set bail at $100,000, meaning
Dixson would have to pay $10,000 to get
out on an ankle monitor.

He stayed in jail until Dec. 19. That’s
when his public defender filed a motion

CASHLESS see p. 10
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dent’s misinformation: “In a conversation
last week at the Economic Club of Chicago,
Chicago Police Supt. Larry Snelling gave
the black-and-white numbers. ‘Right now,
our clearance rate for homicides is at 74%,’
Snelling said. ‘These are cases where in-
dividuals have been arrested and charged.
But that 74% represents just the month of
January — in which the Chicago Police
solved 20 out of 26 homicide cases.”

Upon hearing Snelling’s claims, we were
pretty skeptical. Anyone with a basic un-
derstanding of CPD’s historically abysmal
murder arrest rate would be.

So, we submitted a Freedom of Infor-
mation Act request for this year’s murder
clearances. Exactly why none of the “pro-
fessional journalists” in this town didn’t do
the same thing is a mystery.

CPD sent the records to us on Feb. 7.
It shows that the department had cleared
three of this year’s murders as of Jan. 25,
all by arresting and charging the suspects.

The department also cleared six murders
from previous years during January “ex-
ceptionally” by “bar to prosecution.” That
means CPD thinks they know who com-
mitted the murder, but they can’t convince
the Cook County state’s attorney’s office to
file charges.

According to the data, detectives in Jan-
uary also cleared nine cases from 2022 and
2023 with arrests.

But Snelling made it clear during both
appearances that he was claiming the de-
partment had already solved 19 or 20 of the
murders committed during Jan. 2024.
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During the Economic Club luncheon,
both the moderator, Sun-Times reporter
Tom Schuba, and an audience member
asked Snelling if he was sure about the
January figures. Snelling not only stood by
the figures but also told Schuba he was ac-
tually expecting people to doubt the data.

Schuba: So you were talking, touting the
homicide clearance rate, um, you said it’s
somewhere in the 70s. Now that includes
the exceptional clearances, correct?

Snelling: No. I knew that question was
coming...these are arrests that have been
made, uh, this year.

Scuba: And none were exceptionally
closed because the prime suspect died or

Snelling: No, because these, these are,
these, there’s a couple that have happened
from last year when we talk about those,
uh, exceptionally clear closed cases, but
these are cases where individuals have
been arrested and charged.

And the audience member:

Question: Yes, the clearance rate on the
murders over what period of time are you
coming up with a 74% clearance rate?

Snelling: The past 30 days. So out of out
of, uh, 26 murders we’ve, we’ve, uh, cleared
20 of them.

Coincidentally, the CBS2 story that cited
Snelling’s incorrect information was about
a piece of legislation that State Rep. Kam
Buckner recently introduced: the Homicide
Data Transparency Act.

CLAIMS see p. 10
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SHADOW from p. 2

on the ongoing migrant crisis
that continues to be inadequately
managed. I hope to see an end to
this toxic approach to governing
the City and instead demand an
approach to local governance that
emphasizes efficacy and consen-
sus-building.”

What he said.

SAINT PATRICK’S DAY:
March 16 Parade. Green River.
Bagpipes. Corned Beef. Green
beer. Drunk teens. All the things
that make the Irish proud. Just
one month ‘til Saint Patrick’s Day.
Try going to Mass if you're Irish,
it will do you more good. Don’t
forget the Irish painting studio
sale at the O’Gorman Studio on
the two Saturdays and Sundays
before the parade. Great prices.

TWO AND ZERO: Two al-
dermen and zero ankle monitors.
Perhaps a rarity in this town, with
the two long-serving aldermen
who got in and out clean, with no
corruption in their combined ca-
reers in City Hall. Seen together
at Ann Sather Restaurant on Bel-
mont Feb. 7. Former alderman
Gene Schulter dining on Swed-
ish meatballs with the Lake View
Kiwanis Club while Tom Tun-
ney - with chef’s apron on - at the
grill flipping Swedish pancakes,
and serving lunch. And then bus-
ing tables. Yes, hauling away the
dirty plates. Not kidding. Tunney
knows how to do the dishes, and
proves it every day. His only stains
are those from the lunch dishes he
helps clean off the tables.

WILLKOMMEN: Go meet
Daniel Ralph in Lincoln Square.
He is the new Executive Direc-
tor of the DANK Haus German
American Cultural Center. Origi-
nating from Hannover, his com-
mitment to fostering a vibrant
German and German-American
cultural experience is at the core

Open Arms United
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor
Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer 10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place
(Nursery through 5th Grade)
Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer
7:30 pm Bible Study

817 Grace St. 773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING

OAUWCChicago.org

of his role there. But take a cab,
parking is suddenly a huge prob-
lem in Lincoln Square. Save the
date, April 27, for their annual
gala.

WFMT: Longtime WFMT
program host Don Tait died in
December 2023 at age 82. Only
just learned of this. Back in the
early 1970s I bought my first
car in Oak Park, an Alfa Romeo
Giulia Super. Used. It was boxy.
Red. Five forward gears. I chose
it over a well-worn BMW because
I liked the sound of its remark-
able FM radio. On my test drive
WEFMT was playing Johann Se-
bastian Bach. It was like hearing
him for the first time.

Then the soft sophisticated
voice of the station’s Tait entered
the scene with beauty and soft
grandeur. Intelligence and a re-
finement I never wanted to end.

I bought the car on the spot and
for the most part rarely turned the
station off. Under any circum-
stance. A lot of that was Tait’s
elegant influence. He shaped so
much of WFMT’s character. He
made the experience of listening
like a visit to the Music Depart-
ment at Cornell or Brown.

Even long after his departure
from daily WFMT broadcasting
his presence is felt. He would be
saddened at the nonsense current-
ly in vogue at the station. But his
classical music acumen allowed
him to embrace Chicago in the
grandest of heart-strengthening
styles. How lucky we were to have
him. I never turn the station off.
Now in tribute to him.

JUNIOR LEAGUE: Junior
League of Chicago’s 110th anni-
versary gala is Saturday, March 2,
at The St. Regis Chicago. Big cel-
ebration. Reserve now. The Junior
League of NorthShore-Evanston
celebrates 100 years this summer.
Gala on Saturday, June 1 at Deer
Path Inn in Lake Forest.

VATICAN ART: Antonio
Paolucci, former director of the
Vatican Museums has died. He
was a leading art historian and
well liked. Pope Francis ac-
knowledged his enormous contri-
butions to vast collections of his-
toric art and its understanding.

CHICAGO SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA: Working musi-
cians and crowd pleasing sym-
phonic members of Chicago’s
famed symphony all had emo-

MMM
BARRY-REGENT
The Quality Cleaners
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773-348-5510 « 3000 N. Broadway
@ﬁl A member of the International Fabricare Institute,
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Restore the beauty
and add life to your
designer handbag.
Hand-cleaned
and refinshed
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leather
professionals.

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Candace Jordan with Bill Murray.

Donna Black Miller with Samantha
Steele and Bridget Degnan.

tional opportunities to say fare-
well to Maestro Riccardo Muti.
As Chicago musicians prepared
to fly home from their rounds of
Viennese concerts, via Milan, the
Maestro readied himself to return
to Milan entering a new relation-
ship with the Chicago orchestra.
Together they performed twice
at LaScala, where Muti remains
their longest-serving Music Direc-
tor, 1986-2005. They performed
twice a program of Strauss and
Prokofiev for a standing-room
only crowd. CSO flautist Emma
Gerstein kept an emotional and
musical diary of this last series of
foreign concerts together.

WGN WEATHER: Everyone
is elated that WGN’s afternoon
weatherman, Demetrius Ivory
will be Chief Meteorologist start-
ing Feb. 28, replacing Tom Skill-
ing who is retiring. Skilling is a
shoe-in, first ballot member of the
Chicago Media Hall of Fame.

GOODMAN THEATER:
Director Mary Zimmerman de-
scribes what makes “The Match-
box Magic Flute” a unique Mo-
zartian operatic experience. On
stage starting Feb. 10.

HAIL TO THE CHIEF: The
Illinois State Museum’s newest
exhibition, Presidential Illinois,
is now on view at its Springfield
museum on the Capitol Complex.
The exhibition displays signifi-
cant artifacts highlighting the four
U.S. presidents who have called
Illinois home: Abraham Lin-
coln, Ulysses S. Grant, Ronald
Reagan, and Barack Obama. For
the first time, the public will have
the opportunity to see the furni-
ture Obama used in his office and
his chamber chair from when he
served in the Illinois State Senate.
These items are on loan from the
Illinois State Senate. Visitors can
expect to see Lincoln’s inkwell
that he used in his Springfield law
office. A campaign ribbon from

Grant’s third presidential run in
1880, on loan from David Joens,
is also on display, and Reagan
campaign buttons worn by an II-
linois delegate to the 1984 Repub-
lican National Convention.

GERSHWIN: Michael Lerich
announced his Winter’s Jazz Club
George Gershwin tribute. Proof
that a great song can last 100
years. February 12th will mark
the 100th anniversary of “Rhap-
sody in Blue”... it gave meaning
for jazz to become accepted in
classical music concert halls the
whole world over.

WHO’S WHERE: Welcome
back to your home zip code, Dr.
Rose Gomez, one of Skyline’s
most faithful readers in the snow
and alpine sun of Switzerland
back for some R&R... Victoria
Dal Santo and John Dombrows-
ki in deep powder skiing with
daughter, new U of Wisconsin
grad, Christina Dombrowski,
and Colleen Dal Santo Ryan,
in Steamboat Springs, CO... At-
torney Paula Borg getting her
Madonna ration on at the
star’s “Celebration” tour and
still singing out loud... Debbie
Rappaport Pickus dining with
Catherine Johns and Bill Garcia
atCarlos&Carloscatchingup...Ed
Lester, Brian White (in his straw
boater), Jim Kinney and friends
at the Palm Beach Polo Club
divot stomping, and dinner at
the exquisite Renato’s... Desirée
Glapion Rogers at Fashion Flair
Cosmetics, raising the profile of
their products and their engag-
ing Black Women’s workforce...
Sweet as pie, Whitney Reynolds
with husband, David Heiner, with
the children in Galena... Jane
Justic thrilled to receive a copy
of grandson, Tom John’s, latest
efforts at publishing a beautifully
made book called “Godspeed,”
with deep thoughts and images, I
want to see this... Bobbi Panter

and Birthday Boy Matt Arnoux
surprised their friend, Larry
Meacham, by flying down to
see his production of “Oklaho-
ma” at the Manatee Performing
Arts Center in Bradenton, FL...
newsy Rich Samuels grabbing a
cappuccino at Forward on Willy
St. in Madison, WI... Brit Scott
very busy at Limelight Cater-
ing... French film director Julien
Landais at the Royal Palace of Ca-
serta near Naples, Italy... Former
White House Chief Sam Skinner
with Honey Jacobs Skinner in
Boca Grande, FL, working out
details of plans for friendship,
aging and dogwalking... Andy
Pierce at Indian Boundary Park
Cultural Center... Donna Black
Miller attending the Equality I1-
linois Gala with Samantha Steele
and Bridget Degnan... Candace
and Chuck Jordan at Navy Pier
hanging out at Chef Art Smith’s
Reunion, and Harry Caray’s Tav-
ern with Bill Murray.

CHRISTIE’S  AUCTION:
David Hockney’s rare ‘Califor-
nia’ pool painting, unseen for 40
years, heads to Christie’s auction.
London Evening Sale on March 7
suggestion $20 million.

AGRARIAN RESPONSE:
Tens of thousands of European
farmers are protesting poor con-
ditions brought on by falling in-
comes, high costs, and compe-
tition from cheap imports. The
E.U. wants more strict green poli-
cies that threaten to make things
worse. Farmers are blocking
streets to protest subsidy cuts and
phased out tax cuts in Germany.
In Belgium, farmers threw eggs
and stones and set off fireworks at
the European Parliament. Farm-
ers in the Netherlands are revolt-
ing against a requirement to re-
duce nitrogen emissions. And in
France, farmers’ unions are fight-
ing for improved pay, less bureau-
cracy and protection from foreign
competition. Isn’t there a notion
that you don’t anger the people
that make your food?

FREE FEBRUARY MUSE-
UM DAYS: The Shedd Aquari-
um is free Feb. 14-15, Feb. 20-22
and Feb. 27-29. Field Museum ad-
mission will be free on Wednes-
days, throughout 2024 for Illinois
residents. Locals can visit the
Museum of Contemporary Art
for free every Tuesday. Addition-
ally, always free for visitors under
18, and has a pay-what-you-can
policy. The Chicago History Mu-
seum- Feb. 14-16, 19-23, 27-29.

NOT FREE: See cars, gad-
gets and artifacts from decades of
James Bond films and the Inter-
national Spy Museum, test your
spy abilities in a lab inspired by
“Q” and learn how the fields of
science were employed to cre-
ate iconic stunts and action se-
quences, coming to the Museum
of Science and Industry. Tickets
for 007 Science are $18 for adults
and $14 for children in addition to
museum entry.

WRIGLEY  CONCERTS:
The Chicago Cubs will return to
Wrigley Field this spring, but a
group of musical acts will also
take the field for concerts this
summer. The first show on July
15 is Def Leppard and Journey,
joined by the Steve Miller Band.

You would better educate 10
women into the practice of lib-
eral principles than to organize
a thousand on a platform of in-
tolerance and bigotry.

-- Susan B. Anthony
tog515@gmail.com
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Democratic Party
trying to elect Trump

Compliments once again to
Thomas O’Gorman on your [Feb.
7] column. You are the only writ-
er left in this city who reports the
truth. I truly admire your fantastic
writing ability and your immense
courage in using your City Hall
knowledge to educate the voters.

Having spent over 34 years in
government, I have never seen the
incompetence and lack of moral
fiber than the individuals that
now run our City, County and
State. Washington is worse, if |
did not know better I would think
the Democratic Party is trying to
elect Trump!

John Chambers

Thanks to O’'Gorman

A giant thank you to Tom
O’Gorman for his insightful and
measured [Feb. 7] account of
Mayor Johnson and his fatuous
support of a cease-fire recom-
mended by the City Council’s
Know-Nothings, spurred on by
loudmouth  victims-by-osmosis
of supposed Palestinian “geno-
cide.” Johnson is deservedly a
one-termer.

O’Gorman’s closing remark
about Chicago children, unable
to read, mirrors the illiteracy of
the protesting adults, all of whom
are suddenly wise to a disordered
version of Gaza and Hamas, had a
wry and pawky touch.

Brenda Rossini
Streeterville

KAHUMOKU from p. 4

Renaissance Man.

Despite his success as a musi-
cian, educator, and artist, Kahu-
moku is perhaps most proud of
his accomplishments as a tradi-
tional farmer. Now retired from
farming, he saw his primary role
to be a steward of the land. Often,
he says, his success as a musician
enabled him to pay for a lot of his
farming endeavors. Until recently,
Kahumoku raised crops and pigs
on a two-and-a-half-acre farm lo-
cated in the West Maui Cliffs at
Kahakuloa agricultural subdivi-
sion.

“I have always introduced
George as a Renaissance Man,
which means he is good in many
things, and not only in music. He
is able to survive off the land and
sea. He is always encouraging oth-
ers but most importantly, he loves
to share what he knows. That is
true aloha,” said Nathan Aweau,
who has been among those who
have performed with Kahumoku
at Old Town.

Tickets for the show are $28 for
the general public and $26 for Old
Town members. For more infor-
mation call 773-728-6000.

Referendums that should be
on the 2024 Chicago ballot

Yes, it’s here again, elections
season. As we all know, our pub-
lic servants and political office
holders serve at the consent of the
governed. That’s us, voters. And
here are 10 items we’d like to see
on this year ballot:

1. Shall Chicago cut the size of
its City Council down to only
25 elected members?

2. Shall Chicago set a mandatory
term limit for elected officials?

3. Shall Chicago public school
teachers be paid according to a
merit based scale?

4. Shall Chicago give tuition
vouchers to all students?

5. Shall Chicago remain a Sanc-
tuary City?

6. Shall Chicago establish an
Office of City Attorney to

7. Shall Police manpower be dis-
tributed according to property
taxes paid?

8. Shall all police districts be
required to be staffed equally?

9. Shall all violent crimes
committed on CTA buses
and trains be automatically
upgraded to felonies?

10. Shall all crimes involving
a firearm receive mandatory
sentences?

My guess is that our beloved
leaders will not care to put any
of these questions before the gov-
erned.

It’s Valentines Day neighbors,
so this year let’s dodge our own
special history and not get caught
in a massacre.

prosecute violent criminals Mike Sullivan
that the Cook County States Avondale
Attorney refuses to?

No smoking!

I've been hearing the CTA’s PA
announcing no smoking on many
‘L platforms, and think it’s just
performative. The regular CTA
employees we see on platforms
don’t do anything to help enforce
the rules.

Last week I was on a Howard
Red Line platform, listening to
the announcement on the PA -
as I watched a man on the other
platform smoking. The sequence
would have made a good video
for some local TV news program.
I’d sooner expect to see a skunk
strolling the platform, than CTA
employees enforcing the smoking
ban.

We can push big shiny buttons
requesting  “Customer  Assis-
tance” on the platforms, but I've
never ever seen a CTA employee
respond. If you pushed it three
times fast, would the CTA worker
in the station booth be able to
hear it and recognize it’s for a
real emergency, and come help? I
think that three button calls can
serve as “9-1-1.”

When I notified a CTA vehicle

operator about an offense which
really required police to handle it,
he told me it would take 20 min-
utes for help to arrive. Do we train
passengers really want to wait that
long?

We'd like those CTA surveil-
lance cameras to be monitored by
people in real time who can dis-
patch police to the scene prompt-
ly. Someone could put together a
series of videos of CTA’s Greatest
Unsolved Crimes on the ‘L in the
time it would take help to arrive.

Public transportation is a criti-
cal need in large urban areas. We
need for every ‘L’ line to be made
a police beat, with the expected
constant patrolling of trains, sta-
tions and platforms. We just spent
$3 billion on the Red Line, so
where’s the money to pay for this?
Only rarely do I see police on
‘L’ lines anywhere. And I always
thank them for being there and
working for our safety when I do.

Jean SmilingCoyote
West Ridge

WASHINGTON fromp. 5

this historic sport to continue for
other youthful generations.

Retired CTA mechanic Donald
Hendrix runs a Sunday morning
softball league at the park that
involves more than 1,000 players
spread out over five diamonds.
“We get players, and all of their
families come to watch us, too,”
Hendrix said.

Back in the mid-1970s, this

writer played in a major Washing-
ton Park softball tournament with
Mike Royko’s Raiders, a North
Side saloon team comprised of
Chicago Daily News players and
several AA-ringers, who now are
Hall of Famers.

In one memorable game,
Royko’s team was crushed by Sa-
fari, an all-Black Hall-of-Fame
team sponsored by South Side
Liquors. After the game, our all-
white team was invited to join the
neighborhood ribs-and-beer fest,
and a great time was had by all.

Even in the turbulent 1970s,
there was no racial tension in
the park. However, the manager
for Safari advised Royko that it
might be a good idea for his play-
ers to be out of Washington Park
before sunset.

In 1979, Royko’s Hall of Fame
Chicago Sun-Times team played
the Black CTA team in the Tour-
nament of Champions in Grant
Park while the late Mayor Jane
Byrne cheered for her city em-
ployees. The great CTA team,
nicknamed “The Family,” won
10-7 in a tight, well-played contest.

NASCAR 2024 revving up
In 2023, NASCAR, the red-

neck racing sport, drove 16-inch
softball—out of Grant Park, once
one of the biggest slow-pitch ven-
ues in the Windy City with 16 dia-
monds. Now, plans are shaping up
to do it again in 2024.

The second NASCAR Chicago
Street Race Weekend is scheduled
for July 6-7 at Grant Park. Head-
lining music artists include Keith
Urban, the Chainsmokers, the
Black Keys and Lauren Alaina.

Grand Prix Chicago next?

On Jan. 19, the Formula One
international racing series filed
trademarks with the U.S. patent
office that indicate it could be
planning a Chicago grand prix
less than a year after NASCAR
held its first street race in Grant
Park.

Let’s hope the pot holes on the
Du Sable Lake Shore Dr. are filled
and sewer covers on the down-
town streets are welded good and
tight.

For more housing news, visit
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat
is co-author of “Escaping Condo
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide
for condominium living. Visit
www.escapingcondojail.com.

FEBRUARY 14 - FEBRUARY 20, 2024 * 9

Early Voting
starts Feb. 15

Early Voting in Downtown Chicago for the March 19 Presi-
dential Primary Election will open at the Board Supersite, 191 N.
Clark St., 9 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 15.

Early Voting in all 50 Wards will begin 9 a.m. March 4. All 50
Ward Early Voting sites and the Board Supersite will also be open
as vote centers on Election Day. All locations are ADA-compliant
and fully accessible to voters with disabilities.

For voter registration services, including name and address
changes, voters may go to chicagoelections.gov or call 312-269-
7936.

Insect pinning 101
at Science Academy

Take a piece of tropical nature home with you from an expert-led
workshop at the Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum, 2430 N. Cannon
Dr. Guests will learn the ins and outs of insect pinning with a dem-
onstration and guided
instruction. 6 p.m. to
8 p.m. Thursday, Feb.
22.

Using giant butter-
flies and cockroach-
es, guests will focus
on pinning procedure
and techniques. Most
insects are dry pre-
served. Once dry the
specimens will keep indefinitely as long as they’re properly cared for
and stored. All materials will be provided.

Participants 12-18 years old are may registering online or by email at
programs@naturemuseum.org.
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BY CWBCHICAGO

A newly acquired surveillance video
shows a group of armed men robbing a cab
driver as they carried out a crime spree
across the North Side last week.

Barely 10 minutes after the footage was
recorded, the same group of criminals’
night of crime came to a quick end when
they tried to rob a concealed-carry holder
nearby. He got into a gunfight with them.

Chicago police believe the men in the
video committed nine robberies in less
than an hour on the morning of Jan. 30.
Each of the victims reported that the rob-
bers had guns and arrived in two cars: an
SUV and a white sedan.

They started their crime spree around
3:30 a.m. in the 2000 block of W. Gran-
ville. After that, they struck again in the
2100 block of W. Lunt, the 6600 block of
N. Clark, the 6100 block of N. Wolcott, and
the 2000 block of W. Farwell.

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Armed robbery crew caught on video minutes before
their crime spree was terminated by a concealed carry holder

Armed men rob a taxi driver in the 5900 block of N. Broadway on Jan. 30.

Their next robbery was recorded by a
Chicago police surveillance camera in
Edgewater.

The footage shows a 68-year-old cabbie
pulling over in the 5900 block of N. Broad-
way around 4:12 a.m. Moments later, the
robbers, driving a silver SUV and a white
sedan, pull onto Broadway from Elmdale
Ave.

They speed up behind the cabbie and
quickly box him in, with the sedan nudg-
ing up against the taxi’s rear bumper and
the SUV cutting in front of the cab to keep
the victim from driving away.

The victim told police the men displayed
guns and demanded his property, a CPD
spokesperson said, adding that he was not
injured. The spokesperson described the

robbers’ vehicles as a gray Kia Seltos and a
silver Kia Forte.

Barely two minutes later, the men struck
again in the 5400 block of N. Kenmore and
again in the 1100 block of W. Balmoral. Fi-
nally, at 4:22 a.m., they unwisely targeted
an armed concealed-carry license holder
in the 5400 block of N. Winthrop.

One gunman stepped out of one of the
vehicles to demand the victim’s valuables.
The victim countered by pulling out his
firearm and engaging the robber in a gun-
fight, according to a CPD statement. No
injuries were reported. And no more rob-
beries were reported that morning, either.

Chicago cops found the robbers’” SUV
on fire in the 8500 block of S. Mackinaw
later that day, according to an internal
CPD bulletin shared with this reporter. In
a community alert released to the public
last week, police described the robbers as
Black males between 18 and 25 years old.
No arrests have been announced.

CASHLESS fromp. 7

for release under the new Pretrial
Fairness Act. The lawyer argued
that Dixson was being jailed on
charges not considered detain-
able offenses in Illinois’ new era
of cashless bail.

The attorney also argued that
the state had not filed a petition

for detention since cash bail was
eliminated, something they were
required to do.

And the lawyer wrote, “Upon
information and belief, Mr. Dix-
son has no misdemeanor or felo-
ny convictions.”

That’s not true. Cook County
court records show he pleaded
guilty to two counts of misde-

SUPER CAR WASH

BEST KEPT SECRET

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / 24 HOURS A DAY
8 BAY SELF-SERVICE
2 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC

5450 N. DAMEN (at Rascher)

P
LUMBING STORE
_ C

CALL 773-818-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave.

LOS’NG

p. A-A SALVAGE

Radiators, Boilers and Heating

meanor battery and four counts
of aggravated assault on Nov. 16,
2022, in exchange for a six-day
jail sentence. Records show those
allegations involved his behavior
at the Roosevelt CTA station in
the Loop.

Regardless, Judge  Ursula
Walowski agreed with Dixson’s
lawyer and released him from
jail.

Back on the streets, Dixson
made his way to Union Station on
the evening of Jan. 28. A 19-year-
old college student was sitting in
the food court, doing homework,
talking to her dad on the phone,
and waiting for a bus to take her
back to Madison, prosecutors say.

Without any provocation or

CLAIMS fromp. 7

If passed, the law would require
the state’s police departments to
publish their arrest and charging
information, not including “ex-
ceptionally cleared” cases that
artificially run up the score.

As we reported last week, CPD
touted a 51.7% murder clearance
rate in a press release recap-
ping its 2023 successes. In fact,
only 18% of last year’s murders
have been solved with a suspect
charged. The rest of the 51.7%
was padding: cases “cleared ex-
ceptionally” or arrests for cases
that occurred in previous years.

warning, Dixson walked up to the
woman and plowed his fist into
her face, fracturing her nose and
causing her to bleed profusely, ac-
cording to prosecutors. He turned
and ran away after the attack. But
a Metra police officer saw it hap-
pen and chased him down, pros-
ecutors said.

The woman was taken to Rush
Univ. Medical Center for treat-

ment.

In a detention petition, pros-
ecutors called it a “brutal attack.”
They asked Judge William Fahy
to keep Dixson in jail on charges
of aggravated battery in a pub-
lic place and aggravated battery
causing great bodily harm Fahy
agreed.

Dixson is due in court again on
Feb. 20.

SALES fromp. 3

other tax-avoidance option for
Chicagoans... going medical.
Illinois greatly expanded con-
ditions for which a patient may
be prescribed medical marijuana

in 2019. And at least one Chicago
dispensary was encouraging new
customers to use a list of nearby
doctors to get a medical card in
order to skip the long lines and
avoid high taxes.

POLICE BEAT fromp.6

tween,” the man continued. “They
didn’t pull into the gas line area, and
the cameras didn't pick up the plates.
Very brazen.”

Residents noticed some changes at
Costco after an auto theft on Nov. 9.

“I noticed 2-3 security guards with
large revolvers walking all around
the cars pumping gas and in line,” a
woman wrote on Nextdoor.

She said a “wonderful” Costco
employee “told me to go back to my
car, close the door and lock [the] car
while | pumped gas. She said two cars
were stolen this week while people
pumped gas with unlocked cars.”

“The criminals came through the
shrubs that line Clybourn at the gas
station,” the woman continued. “She
recommended when getting fuel use
pumps 2, 3,4, 5 so that you are not on
the end where it is easy to steal cars.”

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com

Support real crime reporting

by subscribing to this newspaper
for only $20 per year.

Visit www.insideonline.com

News tips?

Call 773-465-9700

Confidentiality guaranteed
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
CARRINGTON MORTGAGE SERVICES, LLC
Plaintiff,

V.
WILLIAM BUTCHER, AS SPECIAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE OF THE ESTATE OF THE DECEASED
MORTGAGOR, DONALD KNIGHT, FORTY EAST
DELAWARE PLACE CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIA-
TION, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - SECRE-
TARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NONRECORD
CLAIMANTS

Defendants

2023 CH 00533

40 E DELAWARE PLACE UNIT 1303

CHICAGO, IL 60611

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on June 13, 2023, an agent for
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on
March 8, 2024, at The Judicial Sales Corporation,
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago,
IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest bid-
der, as set forth below, the following described real
estate:

Commonly known as 40 E DELAWARE PLACE
UNIT 1303, CHICAGO, IL 60611

Property Index No. 17-03-209-019-1056

The real estate is improved with a condo/town-
house.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certi-
fied funds at the close of the sale payable to The
Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party checks
will be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours.
The subject property is subject to general real es-
tate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale
without any representation as to quality or quantity

of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS
18" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after
confirmation of the sale.

Where a sale of real estate is made to satisfy a lien
prior to that of the United States, the United States
shall have one year from the date of sale within
which to redeem, except that with respect to a lien
arising under the internal revenue laws the period
shall be 120 days or the period allowable for re-
demption under State law, whichever is longer, and
in any case in which, under the provisions of section
505 of the Housing Act of 1950, as amended (12
U.S.C. 1701k), and subsection (d) of section 3720
of title 38 of the United States Code, the right to
redeem does not arise, there shall be no right of
redemption.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished
to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same

identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, examine the court file, CODILIS &
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.

15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527

630-794-5300

E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com

Attorney File No. 14-22-09551

Attorney ARDC No. 00468002

Attorney Code. 21762

Case Number: 2023 CH 00533

TJSC#: 44-188

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 2023 CH 00533

13237697

070707

313131

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION
Plaintiff,

V.-
UNKNOWN SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE OF THE
RICHARD J. O'CONNOR DECLARATION OF
TRUST DATED OCTOBER 12, 2001, MORTGAGE
ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC.,
AS NOMINEE FOR UNITED PACIFIC FUNDING
CORP., ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS, UN-
KNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIM-
ANTS

Defendants

2023 CH 06772

1791 WEST ESTES AVENUE, UNIT D

CHICAGO, IL 60626

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on January 11, 2024, an agent for
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on
March 7, 2024, at The Judicial Sales Corporation,
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago,
IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest bid-
der, as set forth below, the following described real
estate:

Commonly known as 1791 WEST ESTES AV-
ENUE, UNIT D, CHICAGO, IL 60626

Property Index No. 11-31-205-041-0000

The real estate is improved with a single family
residence.

The judgment amount was $141,217.29.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation. No third party checks will
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The

subject property is subject to general real estate
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS"
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation
by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact MANLEY DEAS KOCHAL-
SKI LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, ONE EAST WACKER,

SUITE 1250, Chicago, IL, 60601 (312) 651-6700.
Please refer to file number 23-012010.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC

ONE EAST WACKER, SUITE 1250

Chicago IL, 60601

312-651-6700

E-Mail: AMPS@manleydeas.com

Attorney File No. 23-012010

Attorney Code. 48928

Case Number: 2023 CH 06772

TJSC#: 44-197

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 2023 CH 06772

13238004

141414

070707

313131

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT INSIDEONLINE.COM
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Miscellaneous, cont. AUTOS WANTED

Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 800 to
1000 square feet, $15 per foot / UP. Three-year
lease @ $15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven
funds. 773-772-0808 please leave message.

Condo For Sale

For sale by owner
1221 sq ft 2 bedroom/
2 bathroom condo
with Navy Pier,

Lake Michigan views.
195 N. Harbor Dr.
Chicago, IL 60601 #4001
$420,000
Contact Anthony Spicuzza
773-946-3633

Trailer for sale, for boat or jet ski. Rims, jacks, spare
wheels included. $457. Call 773-818-0808

Furniture Removal/
Junk Removal

A Red’s Hauling Service
Removal of unwanted items
from Basements, Garages, Attics,
Businesses, Estate Clearance
Senior Citizen Discount
FREE ESTIMATES
773-616-0979
redshaulingservice.com

Garages/Garage Doors

FAMILY KASTANOVA INC.
GARAGE DOOR SERVICES
Overhead Garage Doors
Electric Openers
Installation and Repairs
(773) 744-6101 (cell)
(630) 717-5329
www.familykastanovainc.com

GUN SHOW - February 23-25, 8505 Durrand
Ave., Fountain Hall. Sturtevant, WI Friday 3pm-8-
pm, Saturday 9am-5pm, Sunday 9am-3pm. Rifles,
Shotguns,  Handguns.  Buy-Sell-Trade-Browse
Information contact Marv: 563-608-4401 www.mar-
vkrauspromotions.net

Health & Fitness

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400+ procedures. Real
dental insurance - not just a discount plan. Get your
free Information Kit with details! 1-855-526-1060
www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258

HERNIA REPAIR? Did you receive the Mesh Patch
Between 2018 and the present? Was the patch
removed due to complications, you may be entitled
to compensation. Attorney Charles Johnson 1-800-
535-5727, FAX: 651-633-4442

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPE-
CIAL $99.00. 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW!
888-445-5928 Hablamos Espahol

Home Services

Aging Roof? New Homeowner? Got Storm Dam-
age? You need a local expert provider that proudly
stands behind their work. Fast, free estimate. Fi-
nancing available. Call 1-888-878-9091

Water damage cleanup & restoration: A small
amount of water can lead to major damage and
mold growth in your home. Our trusted profession-
als do complete repairs to protect your family and
your home's value! Call 24/7: 1-888-872-2809

Janitorial

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON
AREAS CLEANING+ OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING + POWER WASHING - SNOW
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Miscellaneous

Alaska, Europe, Hawaii + dozens of other popu-
lar trips! Starting at $1649 pp (double occupancy
req'd.) YMT Vacations plans everything, leaving
you to relax & enjoy. Call 1-877-626-1958 M-F for
more details. Use promo code YMT2024 for $250
off. Limited time only.

Are you a pet owner? Do you want to get up to
100% back on vet bills? Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company has pet coverage that can help! Call
1-844-774-0206 to get a free quote or visit insure-
barkmeow.com/ads

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts available. Call: 855-
761-1725

Become a published author. We want to read your
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & distribution. Call
for free author’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Diagnosed with lung cancer & 65+? You may qualify
for a substantial cash award. No obligation! We've
recovered millions. Let us help! Call 24/7 1-877-
707-5707

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB
Games! Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos
Stream on 20 devices at once. HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or higher.) No con-
tract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call
IVS 1-866-859-0405

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions ap-
ply. Promo Expires 12/31/24. 1-866-479-1516

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Don't let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover
the ideal solution for anyone who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned about a fall or wants to regain
access to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!
1-833-399-3595

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

Free high speed internet if qualified. Govt. pgm for
recipients of select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Survi-
vor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet. Android
tablet free w/one-time $20 copay. Free shipping.
Call Maxsip Telecom! 1-833-758-3892

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies,
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call
Today! 1-866-479-1516

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet.
Free Installation. Call 866-499-0141

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom
bath or shower in as little as one day. For a lim-
ited time, we're cutting installation costs in half and
offering a FREE safety upgrade! Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. Offer
ends 3/31/24 Call 1-844-501-3208

MobileHelp, America’s premier mobile medical alert
system. Whether you're home or away. For safety
& peace of mind. No long term contracts! Free bro-
chure! 1-888-489-3936

!IOLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER,
MARTIN, Etc. 1930's to 1980's. TOP DOLLAR
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a
FREE 7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase*
Call 1-855-948-6176 today to schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator. It's a power move.

Replace your roof withe best looking & longest last-
ing material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles
& multiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer up to 50% off install +
Additional 10% off install (military, health & 1st re-
sponders.) 1-833-370-1234

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring our free shower
package & $1600 off - limited time! Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage
system. Save money, reduce reliance on grid,
prepare for outages & power your home. Full instal-
lation services. $0 down financing option. Request
free no obligation quote. 1-877-539-0299

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancel-
lation ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare debt
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free info package &
learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive reviews. 833-308-1971

Notice of Public Sale

Honore Storage intends to enforce its lien
on certain self-service
Storage Spaces in default listed below
on the 28th of February, 2024 at
12:00 p.m. at www.storagetreasures.com
with the sale to conclude no earlier than 12:00 p.m.
007 Lenny Garcia
573C Earl Henry Lim
583 Marilee Rutherford
This public sale will result in the goods being sold
to the highest bidder. The winning bidder
must pay by cash at the time he/she is declared
the winning bidder. Certain terms
and conditions apply; see the Manager
for additional details.

Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage located
at 730 West Lake Street, Chicago, IL,
312-876-2000, is opening lockers:
3415G- Georgos, George
3020E- Gold, Alan
1060H-Hecyk, Angela
5495E- Johnson, Reneesha
7610F- Kujo, Josephine
3205E- Obrien, Patricia
7620X- Obrien, Patricia
1120G- Gino and Marty’s
1250F- Gino and Marty’s
1280F- Gino and Marty’s
3250G- Gino and Marty's
3455A- Phillips, Bernad
4255F- Rosenfield, Ben
8180SM- Vaughn, Maya |
for public sale.
This sale is to be held on
Tuesday, February 27, 2024 at 2:00PM.
Cash payments only.

Notice of Public Sale

THE LOCK UP SELF STORAGE
at 1930 N Clybourn Ave, Chicago, IL 60614
will sell the contents of the following units
to satisfy a lien to the highest bidder
on 02-20-24 by 11:00 AM at
WWW.STORAGETREASURES.COM.
All goods must be removed from the unit
within 48 hours. Unit availability subject to
prior settlement of account.
Unit #705 Ronald Masters
Unit #1409 Laquinta Hampton

Sleeping Rooms

Cook County - Chgo. N

Nice room w/ stove, fridge
& bath. Near ALDI,
Walgreens, beach, Red
Line & buses. Elevator &
Laundry. $149/wk and up.
773-275-4442

Cook County - Chgo. N

BIG ROOM with stove,
fridge, bath & nice wood
floors. Near Red Line &
Buses. Elevator & Laundry,
Shopping. $139/wk.
773-561-4970

HELP WANTED

INCOME TAX

EXTREME
CASH
CARS
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Mention this ad
and get an extra

$25 OFF
$600 up to
$5000 Estimate

r"\1
15T CHOICE SENIOR
HOMECARE, INC.

Hands to Help, Hearts to Care
1st Choice SeniorHome Care, Inc.
(Non-medical) is actively hiring
qualified, compassionate caregivers
to care for seniors in their homes,
helping them with daily
living activities and ensuring
they are happy and safe.

In the Chicagoland area, call:
773-614-3697 or 224-399-6665

HOME IMPROVEMENT

P& L

Construction Services, Inc.

HANRED
QLD AVIS

Home Remodeling:
Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements & Exteriors

Commercial Services:
Office Remodeling, Tenant Improvements,
Commercial Doors & more

847-361-6306

www.plconstructionservicesinc.com

INCOME TAX

Ackermans
Accounting Service

Comic Books * Sports Cards
Hot Wheels - Model Kits
Guitars - Records, etc., etc.
and so on and so on

HONEST AL 773-968-5015

Complete Income Tax Service
Bookkeeping & Accounting
(Individual - Corporation)

& @
SUPERIOR EYECARE
SINCE 1987
Making Eyeglasses in 1 Hour

10%
DISCOUNT

Mention
This Ad

Free Eye Exam with Purchase
of a Complete Pair of Glasses

4343 N. Pulaski Rd.
(773) 267-4610 (773) 383-2798
R2944@NETZERO.NET

Eye Exam with 3 Month Supply
of Acuvue Oasys sph only $ 120

773-525-1601
2947 N. Broadway

Email superior.eyecare@gmail.com

To Advertise
Call 773-465-9700

BATH REMODEL

—— |

: 5
" b . g
- Call today and receive a o,

-— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
=  PLUS $1600 OFF

o SAFENWSTEP

b WALK-IN TuB
- 1-855-417-1306

With purchass ofla new Safe Step Walk-inTub. ith any previous
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

GENERAC GENERATORS

=

It’s not just

a generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 7-year warranty

with qualifying purchase* -
valued at $735.

Call 866-643-0438 to
schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
e

*Terms and Condlitions apply.

A dream you dream alone is only a dream.
A dream you dream together is reality. — John Lennon

Have something on your mind
about your community?

Write a Letter To The Editor
at insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com

The truth I do not stretch or shove
When I state the dog is full of love.
I’ve also proved, by actual test,
A wet dog is the lovingest.

— Ogden Nash
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After receiving the lease confirmation,
the Abhalter-Smiths said they received a
buyout offer from Realty & Mortgage Co.
— the third-party company hired to com-
municate with tenants — Sept. 25. 2023.
The Abhalter-Smiths said Realty & Mort-
gage Co. asked them to shorten their lease
by 12 months, which they declined on the
same day.

Realty & Mortgage Co. denied a request
for comment.

Attorneys from Bielski Chapman, Ltd.,
contacted the Abhalter-Smiths Oct. 6, ask-
ing them for a buyout counteroffer or an
estimate of their moving expenses. The at-
torneys represented Gerb and were hired to
negotiate with the Abhalter-Smiths at Loy-
ola’s request, according to Loftsgaarden.

The Abhalter-Smiths said they were con-
tacted by the attorneys five times from Oct.
6 through 30, 2023, encouraging them to
engage in negotiations and submit counter-
offers.

Despite these attempts, the Abhalter-
Smiths said they had no interest in negoti-
ating their lease, saying they felt accepting
a buyout would set a move-out date for the
whole building.

“We realized that we had agency that
other people in the building didn’t have,”
Nathan Abhalter-Smith said. “And we felt
some amount — not some amount, a real
amount of responsibility to our neigh-
bors.”

The residential tenants were unaware the
building was up for sale, according to the
Abhalter-Smiths, who spoke with tenants
they saw in the building after being con-
tacted by attorneys.

Grady Hamilton, who has lived in the
building for nearly 24 years, received no-
tification of non-renewal for his lease Jan.
26. This was the first official notice of non-
renewal the Abhalter-Smiths are aware of,
as Hamilton’s lease ends May 21.

NEWS-STAR

Hamilton, a native of Chicago’s South
Side who moved to Rogers Park in 1991,
said he and other tenants are surprised
Loyola would remove long-term residents,
many of whom — including Hamilton —
receive social security.

“This is home, you know?” Hamilton
said. “Most people don’t want to go, but we
have no other choice.”

Along with Hamilton and the Abhalter-
Smiths, Maggie Roche, the owner of Edge
Art is also being affected by the building
closure.

Roche is a class of 1966 Loyola alumni
who has lived in Edgewater since the 1970s
and rented 1230 W. Loyola Ave. since
2011, selling art purchased from Mexican
artists.

Roche said she is frustrated by Loyola’s
lack of consideration for locals.

“I feel like Loyola Univ. looks at this
little strip, this little wild child strip of cre-
ative thinking people sustaining a living
in this simple building, as just riff-raff,”
Roche said.

Roche’s frustration reflects neighbor-
hood dissatisfaction with Loyola’s anchor
mission, a commitment adopted by the uni-
versity to contribute to the local commu-
nity through economic development, local
capacity building, neighborhood revitaliza-
tion and community partnerships.

Despite this mission, Roche said Loyo-
la’s treatment of the building and its ten-
ants proves it views them as unimportant.

“That’s not very Jesuit,” Roche said. “It’s
not just about what you do for yourself. Yes,
we want to do well for ourselves, we want
to do well for our families. But there’s a lot
of other people, when you zoom way out
here, that you also have to be good for.”

Loftsgaarden said the purchase of 1226-
1234 W. Loyola Ave. is probably not con-
tributing to the university’s anchor mis-
sion.

Gerb declined to comment on why he
put the building up for purchase saying
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only that he was sure the university would
do a good job.

Jennifer Clark, assistant vice president
of neighborhood initiatives, said she firmly
believes the neighborhood and the univer-
sity are inseparable.

“The needs and wants of the Rogers
Park and Edgewater community are not
dissimilar from the needs and wants of
the university,” Clark said. “We love the
neighborhood that our university is in, it’s
the reason our students choose to come to
Loyola, so we’re not trying to change the
neighborhood in any way.”

Roberta Schmatz, who said she has op-
erated Archie’s Cafe for the last six years,
also said partnership between Loyola and
the community is important. She works
with the Urban Agriculture Dept., WLUW
and Students for Reproductive Justice in
addition to employing and hosting Loyola
students as performers, bartenders and pa-
trons.

Schmatz said she found out the building
was going to be put up for sale last summer
while trying to negotiate her lease with
the previous landlord. She reached out to
Loftsgaarden after receiving the sale no-
tice, asking if her lease could be extended
to Sept. 2025, matching the Abhaleter-
Smiths.

Lofstgaarden seemed open to this
but gave no confirmation, according to
Schmatz.

Although Schmatz said she understands
the university is growing, she hopes Loyo-
la will try to include spaces and room for
community, imploring them to consider the
neighbors outside of the university.

Schmatz is working on a petition to show
Loyola that people would like to see more
community spaces. It will be available to
all community members online via her In-
stagram and in-person at Archie’s Cafe.

The Abhalter-Smiths have also been
working to engage the university with the
community, from sending letters to com-
munity members to speaking on WBEZ.
They said many residential tenants are vul-
nerable to becoming unhoused and Loy-
ola’s extensive resources could help them
find affordable housing.

“They’re talking about honoring leases,
which they legally have to do, but they
could honor the people that live here too,
and actually help them find housing in the
area that they can afford,” Nathan Abhal-
ter-Smith said.

This possibility to help the tenants is
why the Abhalter-Smith’s said they feel
their extended amount of time in the build-
ing is more valuable than capital or cash,
saying the building and its businesses are
idiosyncratic and intergenerational.

Roche echoed the long-held commu-
nity significance of 1226-1234 W. Loyola
Ave. “This is authentic,” she said. “This is
Rogers Park.”

HEARTLAND fromp. 1

til last fall that Heartland Alliance leaders
realized their health care group faced a fi-
nancial crisis according to Stellon’s state-
ment.

The health care and housing divisions
are separate entities within the non-profit
so their troubles are unrelated although
both faced the same tide of migrants seek-
ing care.

According to Gilbert and Stellon, the
health care operation was hit with escalat-
ing costs and staff vacancies in the wake of
the COVID-19 pandemic and government-
imposed shutdown.

They simultaneously faced the surge
of migrants which strained Heartland’s
shelters, and the non-profit’s contracts
with agencies such as the Chicago Dept. of
Public Health required huge up-front costs

to run shelters.

“For instance, we had to reduce the scope
of our shelter-based care program and
enact a furlough of staff in order to
preserve cash. Neither of these choic-
es were easy, especially the decision to
furlough staff,” Gilbert and Stellon wrote.

“There was acknowledgement by
leadership that there could be unfortu-
nate consequences for our participants,’
Brieschke told the Tribune, “but I do think
they want to see as much preserved as
possible. I will give them credit for that.”

Part two of this story will deal with the
court-ordered receivership for Heartland
Housing’s portfolio of 1,178 affordable
housing units in the summer of 2023, many
of which are on the North Side.
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