. Mattress Protector
with purchase of any

fcomfort

NOW

i Sleep City Superstore
706 W, Dl\'l_\"s.-l_\y PLW\_.’
[:.l'um'r:lgr.- IL&ad614
F73-661-0174

't HURRY IN for incredible Presidents Day Mattress savings!

07 OFF s 201

Sleep City
3154 M. Clark 5t.
Chicage, IL 50657
77 3-697-5300

Epic Sleep Mattress
2822 M. Halsted 3t.
Chicage, IL 80657

IN2T2-BF7E

Floor Sample
Mattresses

SEE OUR SALE FLYER
INSERT INSIDE THIS
NEWSPAPER

The only thing worse than a liar
is a liar that's also a hypocrite!

— Tennessee Williams
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Infrastructure and development
part of alderman’s community meeting

BY ELAINE COORENS
Our Urban Times

Infrastructure and  develop-
ment were the primary topics of
the Greater Goethe Neighbor-
hood Association’s (GGNA)
February meeting with Ald. Scott
Waguespack [32nd] in Haas Park,
2402 N. Washtenaw Ave.

As Waguespack reviewed some

ing, as pointed out in several sto-
ries in the Chicago Tribune.

In an $8 billion budget, the total
for menu money is less than $70
million, which is supposed to be
spent on roads and lights. Instead
it needs to be spent on far more,
said Ald. Waguespack. Schools,
parks and now cultural affairs
reach out for these dollars.

While $1.3 may sound like a lot

projects, he ex-
plained that the
$1.3 million
given to each
alderman  this
year is coming
from sales tax
revenue rather
than bond mon-
ies. That, in fact,
saves  interest
money that the
city would have
to pay on the
bonds.
However de-
spite  promis-
ing to stop bad

Ald. Scott Waguespack

of money per
ward, the needs
far exceed that
amount of mon-
ey. This year
each ward must
pay $10,000 to
Cultural Affairs

for artwork,
according  to
the alderman.

It is unknown
whether alder-
men will have
any say in the
expenditure of
the $10,000.
To put costs

borrowing practices that push
payments down the road for tax-
payers, Mayor Rahm Emanuel
continues scoop-and-toss borrow-

into perspective, redoing an alley
could cost upwards of $300,000
while regular street repairs could
cost around $50,000 per street.

Those numbers explain why
Ald. Waguespack and his staff at-
tempt to schedule such things as
water main replacement before
repaving a street. Without sched-

To put costs

into perspective,

redoing an alley could
cost upwards of $300,000
while regular street
repairs could cost around
$50,000 per street.

uling, money could be wasted if
repaving precedes digging, which
would require a second repaving.

Western Avenue Corridor

Stretching from Logan Blvd.
north, beyond the former flyover
bridge, to Roscoe, the repairs to
Western Ave. should be com-
pleted by late summer, or early
fall. During the tear-down, it was
discovered that the structure was
more deteriorated than originally
believed.

“It looked as though it was
made of brittle cardboard. A tap

MEETING see p. 16

Riverwalk finalist for national urban excellence award

STORY AND PHOTO
BY STEVEN DAHLMAN
Loop North News

A gold medal and $50,000 could
get the Riverwalk season off to a
good start.

The 1.25 mile Riverwalk, now
stretching from Lake Michigan to
Lake St., is one of five finalists for
the Rudy Bruner Award for Urban
Excellence.

Named for the founder of The
Bruner Foundation, a nonprofit or-
ganization located in Cambridge,
MA, the national design award
“recognizes transformative urban
places distinguished by their eco-
nomic and social contributions to
America’s cities,” according to the
foundation’s website.

“The Riverwalk represents an
extraordinary commitment from
the City of Chicago to provide its
citizens and visitors with a wa-
terfront experience like nowhere
else,” said Gina Ford, a landscape
architect and principal of Sasaki
Associates, Inc., one of the de-
signers of the Riverwalk.

It is awarded every other year.
The 2015 Gold medal went to

The Chicago Rlverwalk at full speed last August in front of Tiny Hatt.

Miller’s Court, a renovated resi-
dential and office complex in Bal-
timore that was in a previous life
a tin can manufacturer.

Other finalists include Bruce
C. Bolling Municipal Building in
Boston, renovation of 46 historic
homes in New Orleans, La Kretz
Innovation Campus + Arts District
Park in Los Angeles, and Steel-
Stacks Arts and Cultural Campus
in Bethlehem, PA.

Four second-place winners will

each gets $10,000. The money must
be used to enhance the project.

A committee of design and de-
velopment professionals — along
with the mayor of Greenville, SC,
— will select winners in June after
reading award applications, visit-
ing each site, interviewing project
participants and community mem-
bers. A detailed case study of the
winning project will be published
online and in a book.

The secret life
of Fabulous Fred

In this Publicity Club of Chicago shot, Fred Strauss is circled above, located
in the middle to the top row.

The World War Two hero nobody knew about,
and the family he never got back

BY RONALD ROENIGK
First of a two-part series

Chicago had a World War 11
hero in its midst for nearly 40
years and never knew about it.

This hero had a family back in
Germany he never met.

He may also have had a fam-
ily fortune he did not live long
enough to reclaim.

Fred Strauss was born in 1925
in Germany and died Feb. 5,
2016, in Skokie Hospital. He is
now resting at Abraham Lincoln
National Cemetery in Elwood,
near Joliet.

From 1978 to 1988 Strauss was
the Executive Director of the Lin-
coln Park Chamber of Commerce
[LPCC].He had moved to Chicago
from Cleveland and took the posi-
tion when the neighborhood was a
lot less tony and the chamber was
more like an old boys club, not the
diverse, dynamic 400-plus mem-
ber organization it is today.

Strauss also had stints with the
Near North Business Assoc., the
Streeterville Chamber of Com-
merce, the American Cancer Soci-
ety, the Chicago Paint & Coatings
Assoc., and while in Cleveland
he promoted bands, a TV game
show, night clubs and restaurants
as a public relations professional.

His PR career was notable
enough that he served as a past
president of the Publicity Club of
Chicago and received their Life-
time Achievement Award, their
most prestigious award. It honors
distinguished individual achieve-
ment in public relations and com-
munications.

Last year some of his family in

Germany came to Chicago to find
Fred, or at least seek out more in-
formation on Strauss... they knew
they had an ancestor in America
but had only recently discovered
that this man was actually Fred
Strauss of Chicago.

Fred had moved to America
-- for the second time -- in 1948,
and for good reasons, the woman

Fred, in fact, first came to
America in Jan., 1938, as a
12-year-old boy, when the
Nagzis were on the rise and
Jjust before all hell broke
loose on the continent. He
was fostered by two Chica-
go families in Rogers Park.

he met and had a wartime romance
with kept his identity to herself for
nearly 70 years.

Fred, in fact, first came to Amer-
ica in Jan., 1938, as a 12-year-old
boy, when the Nazis were on the
rise and just before all hell broke
loose on the continent. He was
fostered by two Chicago families
in Rogers Park.

The information that has now
come to light, and is in these two
stories, was offered by his family
in Germany. More of it came from
the National Archives in Washing-
ton D.C., and also from post-war
investigations in Germany.

This newspaper is a member of
the LPCC, and was when Strauss
was their executive director. This
reporter worked on many events,
promotions and projects with him
during those days, enough so that
even after Fred left the Chamber
we remained friends. Those who

FRED see p. 6
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City needs plan
for its Calder piece,
butfirst go see it

By Thomas J. O’'Gorman

It was a circus. Oct. 25, 1974
was Alexander Calder Day in Chi-
cago. A rare happening for our
metropolis to celebrate the artistry
of our greatest “living” American
sculptor. The day was autumnal,
energy-filled and bursting with
the atmosphere of the “Big Top,”
especially in downtown Chicago
along Adams St. from Dearborn to
Wacker.

Two rarified works by Calder, a
former Ringling Brothers worker,
ironically, were about to be un-
veiled, enriching the quality of
Chicago’s public art.

Since Aug. 15, 1967, when
Pablo Picasso’s “Tete du Femme”
was first presented in what we
now call Daley Plaza at Dearborn
and Washington, the city had gone
through a kind of artistic metamor-
phosis. Chicagoans were growing
more comfortable with modern
world-class art. With out of doors
locations, Chicago public art could
be enjoyed by all. It didn’t take
long for everyday Chicagoans to
begin boasting about the works
of famous artists the way they do
about the Sox or the Cubs. Even
if we don’t understand them, we
really do thrive on having the big-
gest, the best, the first, the largest
and the most of anything. Give us
something to brag about and we
will gladly thump our chests no
matter how artistic it sounds.

If you were not around that day
this is what you missed: Crowds
assembled at the Kluczynski
Building in the Federal Plaza.
There, across from where the post
office now stands, Calder’s 54°-
tall sculpture called “Flamingo”
was unveiled. A giant tomato red
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Flamingo by Clader

long-limbed bird reclining. Its still
our finest outdoor public art, if
you ask me.

When the ceremonies there con-
cluded, the crowd and the large
marching band that had been play-
ing music throughout the event
were all invited to march up Ad-
ams St. to Wacker Dr. to the new-
est, tallest and most modern sky-

Alexander Calder (1898-1976)

scraper in Chicago and the world,
the 103-story Sears Tower. Still
brand new.

So in what seemed a big top-like
atmosphere the crowd paraded its
way up a few blocks west led by
Himself, Mayor Richard J. Daley.
At Sears Tower the mayor was
unveiling another Calder work,
inside the spanking new lobby,
called “Universe.” A “mobile” of
motion and movement covering
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an entire interior wall. It may be
Calder’s most splendid work. A
singular piece of American mod-
ern design by an artist without
equal. It was Chicago’s link to the
great art movements of the early
days of 20th century Paris.

In 2017, 43 years later, a $500
million renovation of the Willis
Tower (i.e., the Sear Tower) has
recently been announced by May-
or Rahm Emanuel and the build-
ing’s present New York owners,
the Blackstone Group.

Bold designs include a com-
plete reworking of the outer area
of the ground floor of the building
and lobby. Multi-use commercial
street level shops, stores and res-
taurants will refashion the current
space. However, no plans are un-
derway to retain the Calder mo-
bile in the reworked ground space.
No details either about what plans,
if any, have been made for the
work.

When Chicago Tribune archi-
tectural columnist Blair Kamin
reported that news, it sent a chill
through fans of both art and ar-
chitecture. It raises questions that
reach into the very depth of the
Philistine soul, until we are of-
fered some acceptable, worthy
plan for the future for this exqui-
site work.

What do the New Yorkers know?
Does the Blackstone Group share
Chicago’s love for Calder’s work?
Or are they completely detached
from Chicago’s passion for his
work that is so reflective of our
muscular, quirky urban beauty?

These questions must be asked.

Upfront, a clear and purposeful
plan must be in place. No repeats,
here, of the Aby Rosen travesty
surrounding New York’s Sea-
gram’s Building’s removal and
disregard of Picasso’s rare lobby
mural. Such idiocy cannot be en-
dured again, especially here.

If you think about it, even the
2009 renaming of the Sears Tower
was ridiculous and hard for many
Chicagoans to swallow. The tower
has been so iconic. Its construc-
tion cements the city to the age of
massive modern design and fear-
less construction.

Skidmore, Owings and Mer-
rill, the firm who first designed
Sears Tower, was adventurous to
“bundle” all that glass and steel
upward to the skies back in 1973.
The great Skidmore engineer, the
late Fazlur Rahman Kahn, had the
genius to figure out how to physi-
cally accomplish the project. And
the “bundling” that produced the
world’s tallest skyscraper at the
time. Can anyone not present for
“Calder Day” back in 1974 really
appreciate how the mobile fits into
our urban character and history?

As a young man, Calder (1898-
1976) emerged as a construction-
ist sculptor in Paris when it was at
its most electric and edgy before
World War 1II. His relationship to
the great artists of the era, espe-
cially Pablo Picasso, Marcel Du-
champ, Jean Arp and Piet Mon-
drian was legendary.

When Picasso painted his con-
troversial work “Guernica” that so
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galvanized the world in the after-
math of the slaughter of the Span-
ish Civil War, Calder’s artistic sig-
nificance was already profound.
When the Republican government
of Spain sought to open a pavilion
to feature the work at the 1937
World’s Fair in Paris, Calder be-
came the only non-Spaniard cho-
sen to exhibit an important work.
Designed to showcase Spain’s
greatest artists, the Spanish gov-
ernment reached out to Calder
to fashion a fountain that would
display one the country’s great-
est natural resources, Mercury.
Calder’s strong background as an
engineer aided him in construct-
ing the monumental fountain that
was a center piece at the Spanish
exhibit.

Calder is the originator of the
“mobile,” a word coined by artist
Marcel Duchamp to describe the
graceful manner in which motion
and movement combine with mo-
tive to create a work of dramatic
beauty. Calder, it seemed, was
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Police seek help with Green Line thief

Chicago Police Detectives are seeking
the public’s assistance in identifying the
above two suspects responsible for taking
cell phones from citizens. The incident oc-
curred 7 p.m. Saturday on the CTA Green
line train located in 100 block of N. Wa-
bash St. As the train stopped at this loca-
tion, the offender’s entered onto the train,

approached the victims, took their phones
from their hands and fled the train.

Offenders are described as male black,
17-25 years of age, 5’-7” to 6’ tall, 140-175
Ibs., with a medium complexion. Anyone
with information on these two suspects are
asked to call 312-747-838]1.

Warren Park youth baseball open for teams

Registration is now open for Warren
Park’s 2017 baseball season. Spots are
available in all age divisions, from Tee-Ball
through Juniors, ages 4 - 15. Warren Park is
located at 6601 N. Western Ave.

New this year is “Bring Your Own
Team” to Tee-Ball and Rookie Leagues. If
you want to coach your child’s Tee-Ball or

Heart of the‘Hood

Rookie League team and want to make sure
your child can play with his/her friends you
can now sign up to create your own team
(ages 4 - 6), and invite neighborhood chil-
dren, schoolmates or other friends to join
your team. Warren Park Youth Baseball
League will fill any empty roster spots with
“free agent” registrants.

Girls have the option to play on a co-ed
team or an all-girl team, called the Pioneers.
They can sign up to “bring your own Pio-
neer team” and invite friends to join in on
the baseball diamond.

FEBRUARY 15 - FEBRUARY 21,
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Cortland Bridge

closed for

construction

The Cortland St. bridge
westbound lane and north
sidewalk snow closed un-
til Friday, Feb. 24 for util-
ity tunnel repair work. The
Dept. of Transportation will
also be detouring traffic as
follows:

e Westbound car traffic is
being detoured to Webster
Ave. via Clybourn, Ashland
and Elston avenues

* Westbound trucks are be-
ing detoured to North Ave.
via Clybourn, Ashland and
Elston avenues

* Westbound bicycle riders
may walk their bikes on the
southern sidewalk, taking
care to give pedestrians the
right-of-way.

These changes will also
impact the westbound #73
Armitage  bus  through
March 3 because Cortland
will be closed between
Southport and Racine (west-
bound only) to all vehicular
traffic. Therefore buses will
reroute as follows:

* Operate regular route to
Clybourn/Cortland, (con-
tinue)

* Southeast on Clybourn to
Sheffield, (turn right)

e South on Sheffield to
North Ave, (turn right)

e West on North Ave to
Elston, (turn right)

e Northwest on Elston to
Cortland, (turn left)

e West on Cortland over
regular route

Eastbound buses will not
be affected.
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Rent control? Uncel Sam allowed

The Home Front
By Don DeBat

Tenant advocacy groups may
always be on the war-path about
rising rents and gentrification, but
the truth is Chicago apartment
renters have infinitely more rights
and consumer protection now than
decades ago.

Now, State Rep. Will Guzzardi
(39th) is urging repeal of the
state’s Rent Control Preemption
Act, a law passed by the Illinois
Legislature in 1997 that prohibits
local governments from enacting
rent-control ordinances.

Since there are no limitations on
landlords demanding excessive or
unfair residential and commercial
rent increases, Rep. Guzzardi says
this has led to “skyrocketing rents
and encroaching gentrification
of once stable neighborhoods” in
Chicago and throughout Illinois.

However, apartment owners
and managers argue that Mayor
Rahm Emanuel’s aggressive 2015
property tax hike combined with
sharply higher water and sewer
charges, plus new garbage fees are
forcing landlords to raise rents to
maintain thin profit margins.

Faced with a 28% real estate tax
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Because of the post-World War Il housing shortage, many larger three-flats
in Chicago were split into six-flats. If an apartment building had six units, it
was split into 12 units.

increase and substantially higher
city “utility fees last year, one Lin-
coln Park 4-flat owner was forced
to raise rents four percent to 5.5%,
or about $100 a month.

Did you know that when federal
rent control was still in effect after
World War 11, it was perfectly le-
gal for a landlord to slap a tenant
with a 15% rent hike?

In a 1947 lease filed in this writ-
er’s archives, the federal Housing
Expediter Office of Rent Control
allowed the landlord of a vintage
Old Town apartment building to
hike rents a whopping 15% —the
maximum allowed under the law.

The rent on the two-bedroom
unit rose to $23 a month from $20.
Sounds like a pittance today, but
in the late 1940s a good weekly
wage was $40, or about $2,080 a
year.

The federal agency attached
a two-page notice to the skimpy
two-page “Registration of Lease.”
The notice said that the lease may
not contain an escalator clause, an
option for the landlord to termi-
nate the lease at will, and it can’t
include “conditions or covenants
which exact penalties, or decrease
services.”

Today, the tenant friendly 2017
Chicago Assoc. of Realtors’ lease
is 19 pages long. Only four pages
are dedicated to the actual rental
agreement. The remaining 15 pag-
es of administrative boiler plate
cover an outline of the Chicago
Landlord Tenant Ordinance, al-
lowable interest charges on secu-
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rity deposits, lead-based paint and
radon disclosures, and informa-
tion on bed bugs.

In 1947, 70 years ago, if the
apartment was furnished prior to
rent control, the agency ordered
the landlord to maintain the re-
quired furnishings and equipment
to the same level regulated by the
prior lease.

In those post-Depression days,
Old Town was a blue-collar neigh-
borhood where bath houses were
in vogue. Bathrooms in worker’s
cottages and frame three-flats
built immediately after the Great
Chicago Fire of 1871 often had a
toilet and washbowl, but no bath
tub.

Turn-of-the-century apartment
amenities might only include
a bare electric light bulb hang-
ing from the ceiling and a coal
burning pot-belly stove for heat.
Kitchens were equipped with a
wall-hung cold water sink on legs.
If the apartment had hot water, a
ringer-type washing machine—a
luxury —sometimes sat in the cor-
ner of the kitchen.

Because of the post-World War
II housing shortage, many larger
three-flats in Chicago were split
into six-flats. If an apartment
building had six units, it was split
into 12 units.

After the war, the U.S. Congress
was heavily lobbied by real estate
interests, so the 15% “catch-up”
rent increase was allowed after
legislators enacted the Rent Act of
1947. The act moved administra-
tion of the federal rent control pro-
gram to the Office of the Housing

nt rent hikes in 1947

Expediter, an agency established
in 1946 to oversee veterans’ mort-
gage assistance programs.

The Rent Act created new local
advisory boards that had power to
recommend across-the-board rent
increases in entire neighborhoods
or types of buildings, noted his-
torian Wendy Plotkin, who wrote
about post World War II rent con-
trol. That’s how Chicago’s 15%
rent hike was allowed in 1947.

The advisory board, headed
by Henry Spaulding, an African
American Realtor from the South
Side, was the main advocate for
landlords. The new board dealt
with a wide assortment of rent
control violations, from bonus
payments (“side payments” above
the maximum rents set by the
board), illegal evictions and unau-
thorized subleasing, according to
Plotkin.

The need for federally imposed
rent control as Gls returned home
from World War II was rooted in
pressures on the housing supply
shortage. Nationwide, it was esti-
mated that the nation had a short-
age of four million to five million
units at the beginning of the war.

The U.S. government attempt-
ed to use voluntary rent-control
boards at the beginning of the war,
but many landlords ignored “ap-
peals to patriotism, reason, civic
pride, and a sense of fair play,”
Plotkin wrote in 1998, in “Rent
Control in Chicago After World
War II: Politics, People, & Con-
troversy.”

Although rent control officially
ended in Chicago in 1953 after the
end of the Korean War, the city
was subject to federally mandat-
ed rent controls between Aug. of
1971 and Jan. of 1973 under the
Nixon administration’s wage and
price guidelines.

Throughout the 1980s, Chi-
cago’s strong real-estate lobby
fought rent control. However, in
1987, the city council adopted a
Tenants Bill of Rights, the fore-
runner to the current Landlord
Tenants Ordinance.

For more housing news, visit
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat is
co-author of “Escaping Condo
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide
for condominium living. Visit
www.escapingcondojail .com.
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Cubs’
Run for Wrigley
April 25,
runners to get
World Series

medal

The Chicago Cubs will host
the 12th Annual Race to Wrigley
Charity Run Saturday, April 29.
Registration for the race is open
now through Tuesday, April 25.
Runners can register at www.rac-
etowrigley.com.

The Race to Wrigley 5K begins
at 8 am. and participants will
see and experience the Lakeview
neighborhood along the course
route before entering the con-
course through the Budweiser
Bleacher Gate on Sheffield Ave.
and crossing the finish line steps
away from the Wrigley Field Mar-
quee. The ballpark route features
Wrigley Field tribute statues, his-
toric memorabilia and the oppor-
tunity to run through the Friendly
Confines.

New this year, runners will re-
ceive an inaugural Race to Wrig-
ley finisher’s medal adorned with
the 2016 Cubs World Champions
logo and a Cubs performance
race shirt. Participants also will
receive an ATI Physical Therapy
drawstring bag and one beverage
courtesy of Anheuser-Busch and
Pepsi.

Proceeds from the race will
benefit Cubs Charities, which pro-
vides increased access to sports
opportunities and targets im-
provements in health, fitness and
education for those at risk. The top
fundraising team and top overall
fundraiser will receive tickets and
special recognition during a pre-
game ceremony at a Cubs home
game to be determined in the 2017
season. The first 100 fundraisers
to raise a minimum of $500 will
receive a baseball autographed by
a current Cubs player.

The registration fee for the run
is $40, Youth 5K fun run is $25
and the chip-timed 5K is $45.
Registrants will receive details
about packet pick-up closer to the
event.

You’re invited!
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About 50 to 100 protesters dropped their drawers along the Chicago River on Sunday afternoon and aimed their

butts at Trump International Hotel & Tower. Some 200 people watched the “mooning” of Trump Tower, including police
officers from both the Loop and Near North police districts. (Right) Bailey Austin Davis is in the center of this photo,

obtained from his Facebook page.

Full moon over Trump Tower

BY STEVEN DAHLMAN
Loop North News

Chanting “Hands too small,
can’t build a wall,” about 50 to
100 protesters dropped trou along
the Chicago River on Sunday af-
ternoon and aimed their angst
at Trump International Hotel &
Tower.

Closer to 200 people watched
the “mooning” of Trump Tower,
organized by Columbia College
student Bailey Austin Davis, in-
cluding police officers from both
the Loop and Near North police
districts.

The goal of the event, according

to Davis, who studies theatre di-
recting, was to get President Don-
ald Trump to publicly release his
income tax returns.

“We want to see his taxes and
we will bare our asses,” Davis
told the crowd, encouraging them
to tweet photos of their butts di-
rectly to Trump. “Today we shall
stand together as one nation and
say, ‘Hey, Mr. President, this is
what our butt looks like.””

Following a brief countdown,
the protesters, standing on the
south bank, bared bottoms for
about a minute in the direction of
Trump Tower on the other side of
the river.

Chicago Region.

coservancy.org.

Volunteers needed
to survey frog calls

The Lincoln Park Conservancy will be offering its annual train-
ing to volunteers age 18 and up that are interested in learning
how to survey for frog calls in Lincoln Park or anywhere in the

The one-time training will take place on Saturday, Feb. 25,
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in Lincoln Park. Advance registration
is required. To register call Aaron Hammond at the Lincoln Park
Conservancy at 773-883-7275 or at ahammond@lincolnpark-

Visit the

NOW OPEN!

Don’t miss
the special grand
opening!

Lakeview XFINITY Store on
Friday, 2/24 and Saturday, 2/25

Meet Jordan Howard
Chicago Bears Running Back
Saturday, 1-2:30pm

Plus prizes, giveaways and more!

The crowd was egged on by Ja-
son, a megaphone-wielding man
dressed as Donald Trump. Jason
told a reporter he was a legitimate
Trump voter attending the event
in support of a friend, the woman
at right, owner of a small business
in Chicago.

The woman dropped her pants,
too, revealing to the crowd the
words, drawn onto her buttocks,
“YOU LOST.”

Letter to the Editor

Why not be
a Mariano Park dreamer?

Mariano Park, 1021 N. State St.,
our North Side’s miniscule trea-
sure of an international mecca, for
locals and visitors alike, is up for
grabs again. The issues and people
involved in this continuing, pa-
thetic land grab are well known.

Maya Angelou taught us that
when someone shows you who
they are, believe them the first
time. How apt in this scenario.

Myriad solutions and proposi-
tions for that tiny space have been
proffered, and new entrepreneurs
are now being sought. Who is go-
ing to operate the concession there
is anyone’s guess. Regardless,
what represents an optimal, honest
outcome for this beloved, belea-
guered speck of land, you decide.

I maintain the hope that Mariano
Park may yet reclaim much of the
stature that it has lost and become
again an island of sanity in a sea
of insanity. But then again, I’ve al-
ways been a bit of a dreamer.

Leon J. Hoffman
Lakeview East

BBB A+ Rating
SNOW REMOVAL « OFFICE CLEANING
CARPET CLEANING « POWER WASHING
COMMON AREAS CLEANING

773-292-6015

www.generalcleaningchicago:com

¢ Residential
e Commercial
e Drywall

 Electrical
* Plumbing
¢ Cement Work, Etc.

—_—773-952-9344 —

IF YOU NEED IT, WE CAN DO IT.

Check out our new XFINITY Store in
Lakeview for an experience like no other.

Shop. Demo. Upgrade.
It’s a whole new experience.

We’ve completely reinvented the XFINITY in-store
experience and we’d love for you to visit. It’s the
perfect place to experience our latest innovations
firsthand — in an all new, fully interactive environment.
e Try out all of our latest innovations

e Get a guided demo of X1

e Take a one-on-one tour of XFINITY Home

any weisep

Irving Park Rd

Addison Rd

D Ai:..z:":‘:(::Q
Live Radio Remote e,
B96 — WBBM-FM and midday
personality/XFINITY endorser Nikki
on-site Saturday, 12:30-2:30pm.

North Ave &

any puelysy
any playeus N

@®
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Lakeview XFINITY Store:
3128 N. Ashland Avenue, Chicago, IL 60657
Monday-Saturday, 9am-7pm; Sunday, 12pm-5pm

Meet and greets are not guaranteed, subject to availability. No purchase or payment necessary to enter or win prizes. Open to legal residents of the United
States, 18 or older. Void where prohibited. Some restrictions apply. Appearances subject to change. Promotional items available while supplies last. Store
hours of operation subject to change. © Comcast 2017. All rights reserved.
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have now discovered his hereto-
fore unknown past are stunned to
find out all that we did not know
about Strauss.

Indeed the details provided by
his family about Strauss’s early
years is far more interesting, and
impressive, than anything his
friends in America had to offer the
family in return.

Those who knew Strauss back
then knew he was a bit particu-
lar, preferring to work behind the
scenes, never wanting to be out
front as the face of the LPCC or
the Lincoln Park community. He
was always the guy behind the
camera, telling those in front of it
where to stand or suggesting what
to say to an audience.

While working for the LPCC,
“Fred drove a big, old Ford Fair-
lane which we affectionately
called his ‘office,”” said Lino
Darchun, who is today a local re-
altor, and like this reporter, an old
friend of Strauss and long time

R o .
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IlI e LUTHERAN CHICAGD

A LIVING SANCTUARY
OF HOPE AND GRACE

Silent Prayer
10:10-10:25 a.m.

Worship
10:30 a.m.
(Childcare Provided)

Godly Play Sunday School
11:20 a.m.
Coffee Hour
11:45 a.m.
The Forum Discussion
12:30 p.m.

Parking at Senn High School
parking lot

1500 W. Elmdale Avenue
(773) 743-1820

www.immanuelchicago.org

“Fred was called “Fabulous Fred” by
many who knew him simply because
he had a way of making miracles
happen for the Chamber, primarily
because of his perseverance,” said
Lino Darchun.

LPCC member. The car was the
chamber’s ‘office’ in that most of
their records, documents, notes
and paperwork were stored by
Fred in that Ford.

“Fred was called “Fabulous
Fred” by many who knew him
simply because he had a way of
making miracles happen for the
Chamber, primarily because of his
perseverance,” said Darchun.

His professional life was so ‘be-
hind the scenes’ that we could only
locate one photo of him today to
run with this story, a photo taken
by the Publicity Club of Chicago
for a special club program book in
2001. An online search for Strauss
provided only a few of his quotes
in print on the mere one-page of

THE MooDY CHURCH

Sunday Morning Service
10:00am

Sunday Evening Service
5:00pm
TMC Communities (Sunday School)
8:30am & 11:30am
Wednesday Prayer Meeting
6:45pm

1635 N LaSalle | Chicago IL 60614
312.327.8600 | www.moodychurch.org

The Peoples Church

of Chicago

Sunday Worship 10 am

Q41 W. Lawrence 773-784-6633

www.peopleschurchchicago.org

Ravenswood United
Church of Christ

10:30 am Worship, Sunday School
2050 W. Pensacola

773 -549-5472

Queen of Angels

Catholic Church

Sunday Mass 8, 9:30, 11am &
12:30pm

Weekday Mass Mon - Fri 8:30am
Saturday Mass Qam - Spm

2330 W. Sunnyside

in _
‘ ADDISON STREET
COMMUNITY CHURCH
SUNDAY
10 am Worship
& Sunday School

William Pareja, Pastor
2132 West Addison Street
Chicago
(773) 248-5893
www.asccChicago.org

FIRST
SAINT PAUL'S
LUTHERAN CHURCH

On Chicago's Near Morth Side|
1301 N Lasalle at Goethe
312/642-T172
Sunday Service 9:30am
Adult Forum 10:45am
Sunday Church School 10:45am
Wednesday 7 a.m.
Childcare available
Handicap Accessible

Want to see Your Church in this Weekly Feature?
Call Cindy at 773.290.7616

or email ¢<789amadio®gmail.com

Open Arms United
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor
Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer 10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place
(Nursery through 5th Grade)
Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer
7:30 pm Bible Study

817 Grace St. 773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING
OAUWCChicago.org
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results offered up by Google.

Intentional or not, for a man
with such a large history, Strauss
left behind a very small digital
footprint.

Strauss was born in Bielefeld in
Westfalen, Germany. As a child he
and his family were discriminated
against in many ways because
they were Jewish.

His father owned an electrical
fixers store and after the Reichs-
kristallnacht [Night of the Broken
Glass] the people in town boycot-
ted the store and the family fell
into poverty. They were forced to
leave their home and moved into
a small apartment where they had
to rent out rooms to strangers to
make ends meet.

Although he was an excellent
student, Strauss was thrown out of
school because he was Jewish. His
family, like many of their fellow
Jews at that time, faced repres-
sion, overt threats and broad, in-
stitutionalized discrimination.

Fred’s mother Fanny was
from the Westfalen branch of the
wealthy and well-known Wertheim
family. This family created the
first chain of modern department
stores in Germany, the Wertheim
Department Store chain, but they
were stripped of their assets by the
Nazis when they were subjected
to the Nazi Aryanization policies
in the late 1930s. Those stores
were to Berlin then what Macy’s
or Bloomingdale’s is to New York
City today. And they were located
on prime real estate that today re-
mains extremely valuable.

The Jewish families who ran
and owned the store were forced
out by government mandate in
1939, forced to sell all their assets
for well below their true value.
According to an investigation by
the Shoah Resource Center at The
International School for Holo-
caust Studies, the parties involved
in the takeovers were motivated
less by ideology than by profits.
The redistribution of the closely
held company stock and assets

benefited only a limited number
of private persons, not to mention
the creditor banks.

Today the Karstadt Group,
which owns many German depart-
ment stores, is the successor of the
Wertheim Department Stores. In
March, 2005, the German Courts
awarded $17 million in repara-
tions to two heirs in New Jersey
for some of their families loses.

Strauss may have also been con-
sidered a surviving heir through
his mother, but he never received
any reparations while he was
alive. The department store shares
of stock were tightly held by a
small group of family members
and it is not known if Fred’s moth-
er had rights to any of this stolen
fortune. The process of proving a

Fred Strauss's descen-
dants are seeking any in-
formation from his friends
and associates, especially
any photos that might
be available. No detail is
too mundane or obscure,
whether from his school
years, work or the neigh-
borhood. The family has
established the follow-
ing e-mail address to take
information and receive
queries:

fred.strauss.legacy@
gmail.com

legitimate claim for reparations is
complex, bureaucratic and, ironi-
cally, in some ways made more
difficult for those who escaped
and survived.

As the fate of Jews in Ger-
many spiraled out of control,
Fred’s mother fought to get him
on the Kindertransport (Chil-
dren’s Transport) in 1938. It was
not easy but it saved his life. At
the same time it no doubt also left
deep emotional scars and traumat-
ic stress on a young boy fleeing
terror, leaving his family behind
and heading off into an unknown

St. Thomas of Canterbury
Catholic Church
Fr. Paul Schneider, OFM Conv., Pastor

Sunday Mass: 8 a.m. Viet/Lao,
10 a.m. English, 12 noon Spanish,
3 p.m. Eritrean Ge’ez Rite (first
Sunday of the month)
Weekday Mass: Mon.-Sat. at 8 a.m.

Adoration and Confessions:
Tues. 6-7 p.m. (Benediction at 7 p.m.)

4827 N. Kenmore Ave. 60640
773/878-5507 + STCUptown.com
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Lakeview

Funeral Home

“Honoring the Life” est. 1882

When a Life was Lived Well
Create a Service that
“Honors the Life”

Please Call for Assistance

773.472.6300

1458 W. Belmont Ave., Chicago, IL 60657
www.lakeviewfuneralhome.com

Se Habla Espanol and Expanded Facilities and Fully Accessible (5

future in a strange land.

The Kindertransport operation
brought more than 10,000 children
out of Nazi Germany 78 years ago
in a passage from hell to freedom.
Kristallnacht and the pogroms im-
poverished and killed many Jews,
burned hundreds of synagogues,
and resulted in the imprisonment
of tens of thousands of people in
concentration camps. Many histo-
rians see these actions as the start
of Hitler’s Final Solution.

Amid the horror, England
agreed to take in most of those
children threatened by the Nazi’s.
Those children, most but not all
Jewish, would escape Germany
in the months to come — until the
outbreak of war in Sept., 1939,
when the borders were closed. By
then the USA had taken in only
1,100 children, so Fred’s arrival
in Chicago was a rarity.

Strauss arrived in America all
alone as a 12-year old boy and
came first to the Edison Fam-
ily home on N. Bosworth Ave.
in Rogers Park as a foster son,
then moved in with the Lederman
Family at 1713 W. Wallen Ave. as
a second foster home on the North
Side.

Strauss never saw his Ger-
man family again... Fred’s par-
ents were killed in Auschwitz in
March, 1943. The one small suit-
case he was allowed to take with
him is today in the collection of
the Skokie Holocaust Museum.

“The rest of his family didn’t
survive the Holocaust, they were
killed in concentration camps,”’
said Tanja Appel, one of Strauss’
descendants, in an email she sent
to Darchun asking him for any
details he may have had on Fred.
Appel and her husband visited
Chicago in Sept., 2016, to seek
out information on Strauss.

The family had only discov-
ered the actual identification and
location of their Fred Strauss in
April of 2016, nine weeks after
his death. The September trip
was made to try and find out
more information on their newly
discovered - and now deceased -
ancestor. “We knew Fred existed
but did not know it was this Fred
Strauss,” she said.

While they were here they called
the Publicity Club of Chicago and
talked to its executive director
David Brinn, and also stopped in
at the Chamber office to see what
information they might have to of-
fer about Strauss.

And thus is how Fred’s secret
past at once became known to his
old friends.

They are still seeking out infor-
mation on Strauss and are hop-
ing this publicity will bring more
to reach out to them. The family
has established the following e-
mail address to take information
and receive queries: fred.strauss.
legacy @gmail.com.

“When she called I was so hop-
ing something would come of the
search, that other people would
find out what I had just heard
about Fred’s war years,” said
Brinn, who also considered Fred
a personal friend. In the first con-
versation this reporter had with
Brinn, he referred to “Fabulous
Fred” so his notable nickname
was not strictly a LPCC thing.

What Appel discovered about
Fred’s war years, and has now
shared, is what surprised most of
his old friends in America. That
will be covered in part two of this
story.

Fabulous Fred part 2 will run
next week, in the Feb. 22 edition.
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Great Rivers workshop Thursday

Great Rivers Chicago, an initiative of
the City of Chicago in partnership with the
Metropolitan Planning Council, Friends of
the Chicago River and others, presents a
workshop for organizations, groups and in-
dividuals who have ideas about activating
a stretch of the rivers, and want support in
moving their plan forward.

The workshop will be held Thursday, Feb.
16 at the Chicago Maritime Museum, 1200
W. 35th Street

This workshop will consist of presenta-

tions and case studies that will give you
information about placemaking, physical
improvements, programming, permitting,
grant opportunities and proposal support.
The event includes the opportunity to work-
shop your idea with experts such as archi-
tects, engineers, community organization
leaders and arts and cultural programming
professionals.

Admission is free, but registration is re-
quired. For more information, visit http://
greatriverschicago.com/index.html.

BROADWAY’S BIGGEST SELLING
MAGIC SPECTACULAR

“MAGIC’S CIRQUE DU SOLEIL”

-THE TIMES OF LONDON
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ORIENTA
800.775.2000 -

HICAGO.com
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ROUPS 10+: 312.977.1710

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT ALL BROADWAY IN CHICAGO BOX OFFICES
AND TICKETMASTER RETAIL LOCATIONS

MEETING fromp. 1

of the crane had the material crumbled to
dust,” said Ald. Waguespack. Dedicated in
1961, it was used by customers or the for-
mer amusement park called Riverview.

Removing the overpass is resulting in
more development around Belmont and
Western and is making passage for Lane
Tech students safer.

At the Logan and Western intersection,
the area is shared with the 1st Ward. “When
we’re in an area that we share with another
aldermen, we generally both give the Chi-
cago Dept. of Transportation our thoughts
about the project and ask them to come up
with solutions. I literally have about a 60 by
six foot strip at that intersection.”

“What are they doing about lighting
there,” asked Vicky Schmidt. He explained
that rather than use menu monies, he wants
to wait for the city’s LED smart light proj-
ect or to use TIF (Tax Increment Financing)
money. Though for quicker solutions, he
has been suggesting the use of things like
new types of paint used to lighten up areas.

Other underpasses including Fullerton,
Armitage and North are other locations for
the LED lighting. Safety of those spaces is
a concern that also includes cleaning and
fencing off space as well as addressing
the issue of homelessness. “We are work-
ing to deal with all those factors,” said
Waguespack.

Development

On the issue of development, the discus-
sion went from specific projects to philoso-
phy of density.

Ald. Waguespack handed out a sheet that
was a reminder about construction site re-
quirements. This lists the contractor regula-
tions and the hours that they are permitted
to work.

Several residents were interested in the
availability of a grocery store along Mil-
waukee from Western to Logan. At this

-

For over half a century House of Kahn Estate Jewelry
pays the highest prices for your jewels and fine signed pieces.
We are buying diamond, gold, platinum and silver jewelry and more.

point, the walking distance is too great they
explained.

A Jewel Food Store appears to be the gro-
cery chain going into the space in the new
building go up on the former Mega Mall
site. Ald. Waguespack explained that they
are into very specific details of the site’s
build-out, thus it appears that they will be
going into that location.

Waguespack indicated that his philosophy
is different than some other alderman. “I
have gone for moderation in the 32nd Ward
and you will see that along Milwaukee Ave.
For example, we drove the Mega Mall from
what could have been over 300 units, as-of-
right zoning, down to 220 units.”

He pointed out that his predecessor was
the biggest spot-zoner in the city. “The Ward
was a mess. So I started by going to about
14 different community organizations to see
if we could find agreement on process and
vision. That resulted in a zoning and devel-
opment guideline and checklist.

Concerns about the future

Frustrated residents who moved to the
area several years ago are concerned about
gentrification and wanted to know what
they can do to not be pushed out.

The alderman pointed out that growth
is good and you can’t stop gentrification.
But planning can help it not be so rapid, he
pointed out. However, in Chicago there is
no citywide planning. It is all market driv-
en. Many people at the meeting expressed
concern over the potential of large rental
projects failing and end up being a blight on
the neighborhood.

Waguespack said that he has spoken with
the Chicagoland Apartment Assoc. “While
the market has tightened, one would expect
at least a temporary dip in prices but that has
not happened as yet. Interest rates are an-
other factor for developers. So far, that has
not affected them.”

For the moment, everyone is hoping that
projects do not fail.

welers

Please call for an appointment
(312) 943-9937

Chicago
200 N. Michigan Ave,
Chicago, IL 60611 Suite 1.5-12

email: tobinaf@houseoflkahn.com

Palm Beach
231 Peruvian Ave.
Palm Beach, FL 33480

website: www. houseofkahn.com




