To shorten winter,
borrow some money
due in spring.

— W. J. Vogel
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Alderman OK’s
new homeless shelter on Wilson

What's old is new:
Uptown is back
to concentrated poverty

Ald. Angela Clay [46th] an-
nounced on Feb. 16 that she is
supporting the effort to open up
a new homeless men’s shelter at
1140 W. Wilson Ave. in Uptown.

The public announcement was
made in her weekly newsletter
almost at the last minute before
the plan would go before the city
Zoning Board of Appeal [ZBA].

The homeless shelter will be
housed in the FLATS Bachelor
Hotel at Wilson and Clifton.
Once open, it would be the fourth
homeless shelter located in the
direct vicinity, fostering concerns
that public officials are once
again warehousing homeless in
Uptown, and concentrating pov-
erty in the vicinity of Wilson and
Broadway.

The idea gained broad oppo-
sition by nearby residents when
not even one of the surrounding
neighborhood block clubs sup-
ported the proposal.

But a public legal notice of the
published agenda of the ZBA
showed that the requested zon-
ing change may have been a
done deal from the start. Items
that show up on the ZBA agenda
ahead of meetings are typically
set for approval.

Under Mayor Brandon John-
son’s administration, the alder-
manic prerogative is back, big as
ever. That prerogative gives broad
powers to aldermen to manage by
fiat zoning decisions within their
wards. So nothing lands on the
ZBA agenda, or in the City Coun-
cil, without first gaining the sup-
port of the local aldermen.

There are still further mile-
stones for the new shelter to clear,
including receiving a special use
permit, passage through the Tax
Increment Financing [TIF] ap-
plication process and City Coun-
cil, and finalization of the grant
agreement with the Dept. of
Housing.

Last Friday Ald. Clay said she
decided to “issue a letter of con-
tingent support for the proposal
at 1140 W. Wilson.” She was

“supporting this project moving
to the next phase.”

For decades, Uptown has been
a refuge for hardship, including
laborers from Appalachia, return-
ing soldiers and war refugees, ex-
convicts, the mentally ill, known
sexual predators, substance abus-
ers and the homeless. “I am proud
to come out of this rich history,
where neighbors genuinely care
for the success of one another,
and I am proud to continue to
live up to these values,” said Ald.
Clay.

The primary concerns ex-
pressed by residents were safety,
security, the impact on existing
businesses, and a return to an
official policy of concentrating
poverty in Uptown.

“I have required a written se-
curity plan that includes 24/7 se-
curity staff onsite, alarm systems,
camera systems, and fire safety
measures,” said Clay. “We have
also recommended that a curfew
and no guest policy be imple-
mented, and these suggestions

SHELTER see p. 12

DePaul Prep’s PJ Chambers fouled after a steal at the end of the game.

DePaul Prep defeats
Mount Carmel 41-38, wins
Chicago Catholic League title

BY JACK LYDON

This was a heavyweight prize
fight between two top teams, #4
ranked DePaul Prep (27-2, 8-0)
and #7 Mount Carmel Caravan
(26-5, 6-2), with top players, Jay-
lan McElroy and Angelo Cia-
ravino, for the Catholic League
Championship. The Almighty
must have wanted to save this
game for end of season and cast

the City of Chicago into a deep
freeze on its regularly scheduled
day causing the postponement to
the end of the season.

This was not only the best game
in town Feb. 12; it was the best
game of the season as everyone
knew it would be. DePaul Prep’s
Tom Winiecki Gym was packed.
There was an unconfirmed report

DEPAUL see p. 12

Fixed license plate reader camera, police POD installed in Streeterville

Due to a dramatic increase in
quality of life crimes, robber-
ies, burglaries and carjackings
in the last year, the city’s Office
of Public Safety Administration
has recently installed two more
fixed public safety devices in the
Streeterville neighborhood.

A fixed License Plate Reader
[LPR] will be placed at the in-
tersection of Michigan Ave. and
Superior St. while a Police Ob-
servation Device [POD] camera
will be at the intersection of Inner
Lake Shore Dr. and Pearson St.

These public safety devises
will join a network of hundreds
of cameras, PODs and LPRs op-
erating in downtown Chicago.
These devices track and alert law
enforcement to vehicles that may
have been used in the commis-
sion of a crime, have active war-
rants linked to the driver/owner,
or are associated with AMBER
alerts, etc.

It is now virtually impossible
for any citizen to come and go in
public downtown without being
photographed, and spied upon,
dozens of time during any trip, no
matter how brief. These camera
systems are now ubiquitous. Au-
tomated LPRs and PODs are col-
lecting and sharing tons of data in
real time across state lines mostly
of vehicles and cars that are not
involved in any criminal activ-
ity. On average, 99.5% of POD
and LPR scans belonged to cars
that were not associated with any
crimes.

These security devices can snap
up thousands of geotagged photos
per minute, and can help construct
an incredibly detailed picture of a

On average, the hit rate for a License Plate Reader camera on a hot
license plate [one with an arrest warrant or lein attached] is about 0.5%.
That means 99.5% of plates captured by cameras have no criminal activity
attached to them.

driver’s whereabouts over time.
On average, the hit rate on a hot
plate [hot license plate, one with
an arrest warrant or lein attached]
is about 0.5%. That means 99.5%
of plates captured have no crimi-
nal activity attached to them.

city itself operates over 48,000
closed caption cameras and PODs
city wide, and has over 400 vehi-
cles with multiple cameras fixed
to them that drive around the city
all day and night photographing
cars and license plates.This infor-

Automated LPRs and PODs are collecting
and sharing tons of data in real time across
state lines mostly of vehicles and cars that are
not involved in any criminal activity. On average,
99.5% of POD and LPR scans belonged to cars
that were not associated with any crimes.

With PODs and LPRs, law en-
forcement casts a very wide drag-
net, for a very tiny catch of actual
suspects.

The Illinois State Police now
have 190 functioning state-owned
LPR cameras in Chicago, and
their plan is to install 300 in to-
tal. Another 150 LPRs are shared
with the City of Chicago and oth-
er neighboring jurisdictions. The

mation is networked nationwide,
with each security entity directly
sharing this information with as
many as 900 other jurisdictions at
various levels of city, county, state
and federal governments.
Recently, Gov. JB Pritzker and
the Illinois Dept. of Transporta-
tion announced that they would
provide $10 million to Chicago to
help the city expand its network

of safety cameras along both state
routes and city streets.

Of course cameras only give
police nice photos and video
of troubling situations. Getting
criminals prosecuted and put in
jail is the much harder part of the
equation for Cook County and II-
linois, which both suffer from an
overall lack of prosecution of law-
breakers.

Critics of the technology—in-
cluding civil liberties and privacy
groups—argue that LPRs and
PODs gather too much sensitive
information about people who
have nothing to do with crime, and
it’s not always clear with whom it
is being shared and to what end.

“In a nutshell, it’s like face
recognition—except every single
face comes in a standard format
and is directly linkable to a gov-
ernment identity record,” Alvaro
Bedoya, the executive director of
the Center on Privacy and Tech-
nology at Georgetown Law told
Bloomberg News. “It allows mass
tracking and because plates are
issued by the government, we’re
a bit desensitized to the idea that
they’ll be tracked. It’s powerful
stuff, and it’s not under control.”

One big privacy concern is
data security. With government
officials sharing this informa-
tion across city, state and national
lines, it makes it harder to conduct
appropriate oversight because the
data and privacy laws in one place
may differ from another. It also
makes that information more sus-
ceptible to breaches. Indeed, every
time an access point to people’s
personal data is created, that’s an-
other vector where it can be used

Chicago police are warn-
ing about a recent rash of
incidents of license plates
being taken from vehicles,
between Feb. 1 and Feb. 13.

They report that an un-
known offender in 14 inci-
dents has removed the front
or rear plate from vehicles
parked on North and North-
west Side streets. In a few of
these incidents, both plates
are taken. These crimes oc-
cur in the overnight hours
and then are discovered dur-
ing the day.

Police suggest vehicle
owners inspect your vehi-
cles and insure both license
plates are still securely at-
tached. If a plate is missing,
notify the police immedi-
ately.

They also suggest citizens
install surveillance cameras
and ensure that they are
functioning and recording.
The cameras won’t neces-
sarily mean that Cook Coun-
ty will prosecute criminals
caught committing license
plate theft, but you will
have a lovely photo - suit-
able for framing - of you be-
ing robbed of your vehicle
plates.

to gain information on people. If
hackers get a hold on what is es-
sentially a geotagged map of your
movements, they could sell that
information to stalkers, robbers,
foreign adversaries, or other indi-
viduals who wish you harm.
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Can someone of moral influence please open a door... or window?

By Thomas J. O'Gorman

There’s a lot going on in Chica-
go. Can you feel the pull? There’s
a huge undertow. Don’t let it
sweep you up or suck you in.

None of this is meant to fright-
en the reader. But, rather, to warn,
and to irritate and annoy the
cleaver “wrong-doers.” We’ll be
OK.

We have been receiving a
strong response concerning our
coverage of the Gestapo Art be-
ing held hostage by Art Institute
President James Rondeau. Every-
one seemed to agree that Mayor
Richard J. Daley (back in the day)
would have stepped up and inter-
vened. But not before he would
have shamed the Art Institute of
Chicago [AIC] staff trying to as-
sist Rondeau in his very “Vichy-
like” response to their seized
Nazi art.

Perhaps the time has come for
us to catalogue the cast of AIC
enablers who make this Teutonic
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response possible. Shouldn’t we
keep our eyes peeled, so as AIC
people start to abandon ship we
can make sure that they won’t
easily erase their goose-stepping
past? We hear clearing a guilty
conscience can provide better
sleep.

There ’s always room for ‘mis-
takes were made’ and misun-
derstandings. But don’t we have
to draw the line with the known
Nazi art theft deniers? It’s all too
Wagnerian.

Just caught a film last week
about Adolf Eichmann, the Ger-
man-Austrian official of the Nazi
Party, an officer of the Schutz-
staffel, and one of the major orga-
nizers of the Holocaust. He made
it all the way to Buenos Aires, Ar-
gentina after World War II. Until
he was discovered by the Israelis
who put together a brilliant plan
to get him out of Argentina.

It worked. He was brought to
Israel and put on trial. Found
guilty, he was then executed.

The AIC can’t simply bluster
their way through the litany of
thefts from the art collections of
murdered Jews of the Holocaust.
How can we expect the ordinary
civility of everyday life to be ex-
tended across Chicago’s zip codes
by its people who do not see this
reflected in our public institu-
tions?

After all, this is not some
greasy ward committeeman’s of-
fice. The AIC is [was?] a world-
renowned institution. As the kids
say, “WTF?”

Some have suggested that lead-
ers of wide moral conscience
might be asked to intervene. Not
as art experts, but as experts in
living the moral life. Leaders of
the heart whose living reflects the
moral way of Qur’an, Torah, or
Gospels. Maybe Chicago’s Cardi-
nal Wilton Gregory, Archbishop
of Washington D.C., would be
good convening such a commis-
sion. So too would Rabbi David
Saperstein of Beverly Hills, CA,
and Hasan Minhaj, Senior Cor-
respondent from the Daily Show,
they’re brilliant, and have a wide
awareness of culture and charac-
ter.

Can the leadership at the AIC
not expand the struggle to allow
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our actions to brim more with
reason and intelligence? Free
our intellects from the tired evils
of the past? Can we not nourish
each other by neutralizing the
dark dangers of the human past
through the freedom of generous
living? By doing right?

No one in Chicago should be
proud because the museum lead-
ership is ignoring the financial
balance of surrendering Nazi art.
Can we put a moral price tag on
the restoration of art that was
once the cause of some of the
most diabolical murders in hu-
man history?

Who at the AIC can look Chi-
cago’s Jews in the eye? Who can
ever restore our righteousness be-
fore the face of God?

Perhaps the rest of Chicago
could stand firm on our American
soil and act as patriots, if the AIC
leadership won’t.

Does AIC membership neces-
sarily have to be about the finan-
cial dichotomy that goes back to
the death camps?

Can someone of moral influ-
ence please open a door or window
through which this soul-crippling
human brokenness might pass?

Can we not struggle for solu-
tions, say for the next for 40 days
and nights?

Can the homeless not lead us?
Can those hungry for bread not
lift us across the vicious hungers
for a lost family’s lost treasure?

Can the struggle to let go the
egregious art thefts of Hitler’s
damaged humanity not energize
AIC workers to expunge the bru-
tal war crimes they get shackled
to by the world, and do the right
thing?

Cold coffee can be no more bit-
ter. A salted fish no more hard.
The absence of sugar no more
sour. And the stabbing wound no
more painful than the last train to
Treblinka or Auschwitz.

There’s a huge undertow. Don’t
let it sweep you up or suck you
in.

DEPAUL LIBRARY: Former
President of Ireland, Mary Rob-
inson, will now have her treasured
personal library in Ireland trans-
ferred to DePaul University’s Li-
brary. DePaul, with the assistance
of some local financial support
from the Irish Fellowship Club
and the St. Patrick’s Day Parade
Organization, generously helped
to fund the acquisition. DePaul
operates the largest Irish Studies
Program in the nation.

DONE: With enrollment dwin-
dling and facing a bleak balance
sheet, last week the Columbia Col-
lege President resigned. Kwang-
Wu Kim had to fall on the sword
in no small part due to the elimi-
nation and reduction of programs
and classes in its media programs.
Kim announced he will be leav-

ing his post early, on July 1. On
Feb. 9, the college said its deficit
is so bad that even tenured faculty
are facing the axe, so resumés are
being freshened up.

Kim, a classically-trained musi-
cian, never understood the school
was a leader in training gen-
erations of media professionals,
many of whom worked behind
the scenes in film, TV and radio.
In 2019 he had proudly opened
the college’s first-ever student
center. The project cost $50 mil-
lion and the interest alone on that
project has been strangling the
school ever since. Prior to his
tenure, enrollment had peaked at
more than 12,000 students. It has
now crashed to less than half. The
college is the largest non-govern-
ment property owner in the South
Loop and is sitting on lots of
valuable real estate. The finance
sharks are circling.

Among those who attended Co-
lumbia were Inside Publications’
Pat Butler, former Tribune col-
umnist John Kass, WGN’s Dean
Richards, TV/Radio legend Bob
Sirott, CBS News national radio
reporter Jennifer Keiper and
even Pat Sajak and journalist
Megyn Kelly.

JACK HIGGINS RIP: Pu-
litzer Prize-winning Sun-Times
cartoonist Jack Higgins has died
at 69. He was a Chicago trea-
sure from the era when newspa-
pers believed their readers were
worth the cost of art and humor
and truth. You can’t sketch a lie.
He had wit and artistry. A relic
from the era of Royko, Siskel and
Ebert. And the Billy Goat. St.
Thomas More, pray for us.

BERGHOFF: Congratulations
to Berghoff on 125 years feed-
ing Chicago and brewing beers
of distinction. My father, Mossey
O’Gorman, loved the Berghoff
when we were children. Our fam-
ily ate there often on Saturdays
for lunch. My father loved the
beers. We went to be swallowed
up in the wonder of the World’s
Columbian Exposition of 1893 of
which the Berghoff was a Chi-
cago expression. The Berghoff
Family is still with us.

CARTIER: Famed interna-
tional jeweler Cartier has moved
into the former renovated Bar-
ney’s at Oak and Rush streets, in
fresh elegance and delightfully
renewed architecture. Todd S.
Davis and his adorable pooch
must have been the first custom-
ers. And we are promised that
Balenciaga will be opening soon
just next door.

TREASURE ALL: Archi-
tectural Artifacts after 40 years
has announced it is closing, re-
locating to Texas. Owner Stuart
Grannen says he’d like to sell
everything before April 1. Long
a Chicago enterprise of expansive
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proportions and fresh ideas, its
junk shop persona taught Chicago
how to be imaginative and artisti-
cally creative in DIY decorating.

RESTAURANTS OPEN: 32-
year-Old Mia Francesca, 3311
N. Clark, soon to reopen. Owner
Scott Harris is back in the kitch-
en, thrilled to re-introduce it to the
neighborhood with a new menu
and new interior. Further north
it’s “Cheezborger, Cheezborger,
Cheezborger,” as The Billy Goat
is set to open its doors in Wrig-
leyville! Their new location will
be at 3724 N. Clark. No Coke,
Pepsi.

PAY UP: Since Mayor Bran-
don Johnson’s inauguration in
May 2023, his motorcade has ac-
cumulated eight speeding tickets
and six red-light tickets. Only two
have been paid. Tickets for thee
and not for me? Will he blame his
wife and kid’s for not paying the
tab?

THE IRISH NETWORK:
The 20th Gala Irish Network Ball
was standing room only in the
Drake’s Gold Coast Room with
a curious collection of entrepre-
neurial Irish, including Chicago
Cut’s Matt Moore, Tim Pickett,
Pennie Taylor, Eamonn Cum-
mins and 2024 Honoree Michael
Clune.

CORNED BEEF: Eamonn
Cummins and St. Patrick’s Parade
Queen, Grace O’Connor, were
front and center at the Chicago St.
Patrick’s Day Parade Committee
Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner
with our friends, Park Ridge Po-
lice Officer and President of The
Illinois Emerald Society Dan-
iel Kearns and the lovely Paula
Curtin Svadlena of Aer Lingus.
Also present Parade Grand Mar-
shal Peter O’Brien, Irish Consul
General Kevin Byrne and Irish
Fellowship President James F.
Coyne.

SELJI OZAWA: 1 could never
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Columbia College President Kwang-Wu
Kim has informed the school’s Board of
Trustees he will step down as President and
CEO on July 1.

Additionally, during Kim’s President’s
State of the College address he announced
$19 million in administrative cuts for the
upcoming fiscal year, after projections
that anticipate a smaller enrollment in Fall
2024.

This newspaper was provided with sever-
al copies of the school’s official announce-
ment memo to faculty, students and staff
by a noted school alum during an unrelated
media event at Navy Pier.

This source - who is a well-known mem-
ber of Chicago media - noted that prior
to Kim’s tenure, enrollment had peaked
at more than 12,000 students. It has now
fallen to less than half that.

A Feb. 15 email from Derek Brinkley,

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Columbia College president resigning,
school enrollment tanks, finances crash

assistant Vice President of Undergraduate
Admissions, stated that Columbia’s Census
Day was Feb. 6 and that Columbia’s spring
enrollment stands at 5,757 students —a 12%
decrease from their fall 2023 enrollment of
6,529.

“Our overall fall-to-spring persistence
(undergraduate and graduate students com-
bined) went from 85.6% in Spring 2023 to
84.7% this spring,” says Brinkley.

The Office of the Provost has been asked
to cut its budget substantially. “I am work-
ing with my team on proposals that ad-
dress the seriousness of our fiscal circum-
stances,’ said Marcella David, Senior Vice
President and Provost. “I look forward to
discussions within the Budgetary Advisory
Board on the planning we are developing.”

The loss of student tuition has created
a financial crisis that will require a work
out plan, similar perhaps to one that would

be instituted by a receiver on a financially
insolvent company or organization. That
plan, expected to be submitted by Presi-
dent Kim to the school’s Board by Feb. 28,
would be intended to return the organiza-
tion to solvency.

On Feb. 15, the Columbia Faculty Union
(CFAC Local 6602), announced that the
Provost has directed Deans to reduce 304
course sections over the fall, spring, and J-
term of the ‘24-25 academic year. The dis-
tribution of reductions is as follows: School
of Media Arts, 97 sections; the School of
Fine and Performing Arts, 126 sections,
and the School of Liberal Arts and Sci-
ences, 81 sections.

The union said they will be in budget
meetings with the chairman of the board
to negotiate new terms. “Our union is ac-
tively reviewing contractual language, pur-
suing impact bargaining, and considering
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all legal avenues related to these proposed
changes.”

The Columbia Board has appointed Jer-
ry Tarrer, Senior Vice President and Chief
Financial Officer, to serve as Interim Pres-
ident and CEO on July 2, upon President
Kim’s departure.

“President Kim has been a steady and ex-
emplary leader of Columbia for more than
a decade,” said Board Chair John Holmes.
“We are fortunate that he has agreed to lead
the work developing the plan to forge an
even brighter future for the college. Presi-
dent Kim’s many accomplishments include
dramatically improving student outcomes
and support services, building the Student
Center and setting the stage for the next
chapter in our College’s strong history.”

But it is the $50 million in debt taken

COLUMBIA see p. 10

Pay your property tax bill online
to avoid risk of check-washing fraud

BY MARIA PAPPAS

As the March 1 due date approaches for
Cook County property owners to pay their
First Installment 2023 tax bills, I encour-
age people to pay online. It’s more conve-
nient — and much safer.

People who still pay their bills by mail-
ing a check are at
risk of falling prey
to  check-wash-
ing fraud. That’s
when thieves in-
tercept checks
from the mail and
alter them to steal
money from bank
accounts.

Paying  your

taxes online at Maria Pappas

cookcountytrea-
surer.com is easy — and free. There is no
fee to pay online.

My office collects about $18 billion a
year in property taxes from owners of 1.8
million parcels. We’ve embraced techno-
logical advancements, including adding
the option to pay online at no cost, during
my 25 years leading this office.

When 1 first walked into the office,
$30 million in unopened checks sat in
cardboard boxes on the floor. Some were
there for 12 weeks. The undeposited funds
earned no interest for Cook County. I im-
mediately set up a lockbox at a bank and
within the first year interest earned went

from $4.8 million to nearly $19 million.

I thought of that box or uncashed checks
when I saw recent reports about a surge in
check-washing fraud in Cook County and
across the country. This newspaper and
several other news outlets have reported on
recent incidents of thieves stealing checks
from mailboxes. Those reports should
serve as a warning to those who still mail
checks to pay bills.

Those thieves typically soak checks in
chemicals. That allows them to remove
names and increase dollar amounts. Then
they cash the checks.

That’s what happened to Pedro and Di-
nah Zaragoza of Cicero, CBS2 Chicago
recently reported. Dinah, 88, wrote and
mailed a $62 check to Nicor July 15. The
check was stolen and $4,200 was with-
drawn from their bank account. Their
bank eventually refunded the money after
reporters inquired on the couple’s behalf.

Police and the U.S. Postal Service In-
spection Service recently warned residents
of Winnetka and Glenview to take caution
after dozens of residents were scammed by
check-washing incidents, the Chicago Tri-
bune reported. The Postal Inspection Ser-
vice provides information on ways to pro-
tect yourself from check-washing fraud.

You can avoid the risk of check-washing
fraud by transferring funds electronically
to pay your property tax bill. Simply visit
cookcountytreasurer.com and click on the
blue box that says Pay Online for Free.
When you search using your address or
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Property Index Number, a picture of your
property should appear. That tells you that
you’ve found the correct parcel.

You should see amounts due for Tax
Year 2023 that are billed in 2024. Click
on a small blue box that says “Pay Now.”
You can pay for free from a checking or
savings account using E-Check, an Auto-
mated Clearing House debit.

You’ll be prompted to provide your bank
routing number and bank account number.
You will also be asked to provide contact

information, including a phone number and
email address. You should receive an email
acknowledging the transaction.

The website offers a secure way to pay
your tax bills and avoid the risk of check-
washing fraud. You can also use the web-
site to discover if you're eligible for a re-
fund because of previous overpayments or
missed exemptions. Visit cookcountytrea-
surer.com to learn more.
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Optimism for North Side market rebound fizzles

The Home Front
by Don DeBat

With mortgage rates inching upwards
towards 7% again, a forecasted rebound in
Chicago’s North Side resale-home market
may have been premature, according to a
new Baird & Warner report.

That’s the cloudy pre-spring 2024 fore-
cast from Baird & Warner’s February Mar-
ket Analysis, co-authored by Realtors John
Irwin and Jackie Lafferty.

“Positive economic news of the past two
months—including the possible stabilizing
and lowering of interest rates—had many
North Side real estate brokers optimistic
about the market in 2024,” said Baird &
Warner Realtor Irwin.

“The influx of showing requests and
growing attendance at open houses is a
sign that the market is beginning to turn.
However, we still have a way to go before
we can expect a full rebound,” Irwin said.

On Feb. 15, the Freddie Mac Primary
Mortgage Market Survey reported that
benchmark 30-year fixed-rate mortgages
nationwide averaged 6.77%, up from 6.64%
a week earlier. A year ago, the 30-year
fixed-loan average was 6.32%.

The average rate on a 15-year fixed-rate
loan rose to 6.12% on Feb. 15, up from
590% a week earlier. A year ago, 15-year
fixed loan average was 5.51%.

“Consumer prices rose more than ex-
pected, and mortgage rates increased last
week,” said Sam Khater, Freddie Mac’s
chief economist. “The economy has been
performing well and rates may stay higher
for longer, potentially slowing the spring
home-buying season.”

According to Freddie Mac data, mort-
gage applications to buy a home so far in
2024 are down in more than half of all
states in the U.S. compared to a year ear-
lier, Khater said.

The Freddie Mac survey is focused on
conventional, conforming, fully amortiz-
ing home-purchase loans for borrowers
who place a 20% down payment and have
excellent credit.

Baird & Warner’s January monthly mar-
ket analysis detailed real estate compara-

tives in four neighborhood areas—the Near
North Side, Lincoln Park, Lakeview and
North Center.

¢ Home sales. Transaction volume rose
for the second consecutive month by 9.5%
in Jan., 2024. For the first time in two years,
all four neighborhood

over $500,000 showed increases, while
prices on homes priced under $500,000
fell -2.7%.

“Traditionally, low-inventory levels sig-
nificantly drive-up prices, but this has not
been the case on Chicago’s North Side in
2024,” Irwin said. City

areas reported sales in-
creases from 1.7% to
15.8%.

“Higher January
sales volume was driv-
en primarily by homes
priced under $500,000
and luxury residences
priced from $1 mil-
lion to $2 million,”
Irwin said. There was
no change in homes
priced over $2 million,
and a 6.5% decrease
for dwellings priced be-
tween $500,000 and $1
million.

John Irwin and Jackie Lafferty.

numbers are lower than
the Chicago suburbs
and many cities across
the country, he noted.

“As we head into the
spring residential real-
estate season, sellers
should be careful not to
fall victim to perceived
market momentum,”’
Irwin advised. “Homes
need to be priced com-
petitively to avoid ex-
tended market times
and lower offers.”

e Listings. In ad-
dition to interest-rate

* Home prices. In Jan., 2024, home
prices rose by 7.8% over the same month in
2023. Three of the four neighborhood areas
reported price increases. Only Lakeview
reporting a -9.2% decrease. Homes priced

creep, historically low inventory levels are
now the main obstacle to a real estate re-
bound. Inventory levels dropped 18.4% in

FIZZLES see p. 10

Sale of school building, parking lot
seems to have curbed attendance, doomed Our Lady of Lourdes
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BY PETER VON BUOL

Whether visiting the homes of friends
and family, going to Cubs games or other
public events, even church services, the
question always comes up: ‘where can we
park?’

The sale of the former school building
of Our Lady of Lourdes, located across
the street from the church at 4641 N. Ash-
land Ave., seems to have contributed to the
upcoming closure of the church building
itself, according to information posted on
the website of St. Mary of the Lake and
Our Lady of Lourdes parish.

Indeed, if you’re tired of those pesky un-
announced drops-ins by your nosy in-laws,
an easy fix is moving to an area that has no
easily accessible nearby public parking.

On its web-site, saintmarys.org, the par-
ish posted a question about restrictions
placed on the use of the former parking
lot having an effect on attendance. How-
ever, the response did not even answer the
question and instead gave reasons for the
reduction of Sunday Mass at Our Lady of
Lourdes, 4640 N. Ashland Ave.

”Our Lady of Lourdes is a large church
and can accommodate many worshippers.
Historically, attendance at many Sunday
Masses was rather low, and therefore, with
limited priest help between the two worship

Chase Fark

A

The sale of the former school building and adjacent parking lot located across the street from
the Church of Our Lady of Lourdes, at 4641 N. Ashland Ave., seems to have contributed to the

upcoming closure of the church building itself.

sites, it was necessary to consolidate Mass
times. Despite numerous efforts to increase
participation at the Sunday Masses over the
last few years, Mass attendance has steadily
dropped,” according to a written statement
posted on the site.

Dropping more dramatically is the broad
disparity in the sale prices of two similar
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North Side Archdioceses of Chicago prop-
erties.

South of Our Lady of Lourdes, at 1641-51
W. Diversey is the St. Bonaventure Cardi-
nal Bernardin School. The Archdioceses of
Chicago shows that late last year that prop-
erty was sold by the Baum Realty Group
for $15 million. It included about two acres
of property and two large buildings.

In Ravenswood, the former convent at
4637 N. Ashland, and the school build-
ing and parking lot at 4641 N. Ashland
and 1519-1539 W. Leland Ave., we believe,
appears to have sold to the same Limited
Liability Corporation for about $6.5 mil-
lion. So it appears that there was an $8 mil-
lion premium paid for the Archdioceses’
Diversey location over Ashland.

Due to the historic grotto on site, over
the years Our Lady of Lourdes has be-
come a pilgrimage site of sorts. The grotto
was designed as a replica of the Grotto in
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Lourdes, France, and also hence the rea-
son for the church’s name. It draws visitors
from all-across the entire region. And the
parking lot is a critical part of that pilgrim-
age.

Last year, the Archdiocese of Chica-
go sold the .74 acre site which included
the former parish school and an adjacent
21,000 square foot parking lot to Honore
Properties, 1038 N. Ashland Ave.

No-one with the best long-term interests
of the church at heart would sell off the
parking lot.

Honore Properties describes itself as a
company that specializes in adaptive reuse
of long-vacant properties into residences
and commercial units. Company officials
expect they will begin leasing residences at
the old school in the summer.

“Our Lady of Lourdes needs
over $2 million in immediate
repairs. There is no viable plan
to raise that amount of money
Jrom our parishioners and still
be able to maintain the church
building for future capital
needs.,” according to the
written statement

at the parish website.

“Our latest project in Ravenswood is
set to breathe new life into the iconic Our
Lady of Lourdes Catholic School, trans-
forming it into a 42-unit residential apart-
ments. Units will feature open floor plans,
high ceilings, natural light, stainless steel
appliances, front-loading laundry, smart
thermostats, roller shades, and more,” ac-
cording to the website.

The drop-off in attendance resulted in
fewer donations and have caused a signifi-
cant operating deficit and which doomed
the Lourdes building.

“Our Lady of Lourdes needs over $2
million in immediate repairs. There is no
viable plan to raise that amount of money
from our parishioners and still be able to
maintain the church building for future
capital needs. According to last year’s par-
ish report, Lourdes incurred $480,000 in
operating expenses (which does include
shared expenses of the entire parish) and

LOURDES see p. 10
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A Chicago consultant has been convict-
ed of federal tax offenses for underreport-

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Tax fraud, IRS backlog

sentencing for June 21, 2024. Each felony
count of filing a false individual income
tax return is punishable by up to three years
in federal prison. The misdemeanor counts

ing and failing to file federal
income taxes.

On Feb. 12, a jury in U.S.
District Court in Chicago
convicted Annazette Collins,
61, of Chicago, on four tax
counts, including two counts of
willfully filing a false indi-
vidual income tax return, one
count of willfully failing to file
a corporate income tax return,
and one count of willfully fail-
ing to file an individual income

Annazette Collins

of willfully failing to file indi-
vidual or corporate income tax
returns each carry a maximum
sentence of one year in federal
prison.

Evidence presented at trial
revealed that Collins willful-
ly filed a false individual tax
return for the calendar years
2014 and 2015, and willfully
failed to file an individual
income tax return for the
calendar year 2016.

tax return. The jury acquitted Collins on
two other tax counts.
U.S. District Judge Jorge L. Alonso set

Collins also willfully failed to file a
corporate income tax return for the
calendar year 2016 on behalf of her consult-

ing and lobbying business, Chicago-based
Kourtnie Nicole Corp. Prior to operating
her consulting business, Collins served in
the Illinois General Assembly as a Repre-
sentative and Senator.

The conduct for which Collins was
convicted resulted in a federal tax loss of
approximately $86,000.

Meanwhile, in a blockbuster report that
came out last week, the IRS admitted to
having an unprocessed backlog of around
1 billion documents. Yes, that’s billion with
a ‘B’

Those documents include but aren’t
limited to Income Tax Returns, Payroll
Tax Returns including W-2’s, W-3’s, 941’s
and 940’s, 1099’s, 1098’s, and 1097’s and
amended or corrected returns.

We heard they had a ridiculously large
backlog, but no one ever expected it to be
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this large. But wait. There’s more.

IRS Agents still process returns manu-
ally. They don’t scan them in the way
a normal company would to digitize a
document. They still sit at computers and
type in everything you put on a return.

IRS agents are complaining that it
takes up to four weeks to process a paper
return. And if they’re going to type it in,
one number at a time, it’s no wonder. This
does nothing but reinforce what some a
ccountants have suggested now for years.
While not encouraging filers to commit
any tax-filing crimes, some tax prepar-
ers now suggest filers not file their taxes
electronically. Taxpayers may just die of
old age before an error is discovered by the
IRS for those who file paper returns via the
US mail.

Local COVID-19 lockdown resulted
in 254% increase in Chicago babies born with syphilis

BY PETER VON BUOL

According to data compiled by the
federal Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention [CDC], Chicago experienced
a dramatic increase in the number of re-
ported cases of babies born with syphilis
over the course of the five year period from
2018-2022.

In most instances, syphilis is a curable
sexually-transmitted bacterial infection.
However, when the infection is passed on
to developing babies, the result can be fatal
or can cause long-term health problems, in-
cluding cognitive disabilities.

In 2022, there were 46 reported cases of
babies born with the disease, a 254% since

2018 in which there were 13 reported cas-
es. Syphilis was once thought to be cured
in America.

The increase coincides with the COVID-
19 lockdown, a time period in which pa-
tients were discouraged from seeing their
medical doctors for routine check-ups.
While expectant mothers are tested for
syphilis, the lockdown and the fear which
accompanied it caused many to skip rou-
tine doctor visits, only seeking medical
help for emergencies.

During the lockdown, federal, state and
local public health officials focused nearly
all of its public health efforts on COVID-
19, ignoring the possibility that a highly-
treatable disease such as syphilis could
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explode and have devastating effects on
newborn babies.

The expectation of unintended conse-
quences due to keeping people away from
other medical services and exams during
the lockdown was discussed, but local pub-
lic officials never instituted any plan to
deal with this known problem.

This sudden increase reversed the efforts
of a 2015-2019 campaign by the Chicago
Dept. of Public Health [CDPH] which had
sought to eliminate congenital syphilis.
Through surveillance and treatment, syph-
ilis cases had steadily decreased through-
out Chicago, despite an increase of cases
reported nationally.

According to a report released by the

CDPH in December, the COVID-19 lock-
down seems to be the primary culprit.

“The pandemic-associated increase in
the number of congenital syphilis cases
was likely not caused solely by an increase
in cases of syphilis in females of repro-
ductive age, and that the relative contribu-
tion of the different missed opportunities
changed,” according to the CDPH.

During a time period during which med-
ical professionals encouraged telemedicine
visits as a substitute for in-person visits,
patients were also not having their blood
drawn for blood tests which would have
tested for syphilis.

SYPHILIS see p. 9
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Police
Beat...

Robbery crews sweep across
North Side, attacking
some victims with clubs

Carloads of armed robbers swept
across the North Side on Feb. 18, at-
tacking victims and taking valuables,
according to Chicago police reports.
Some victims reported that the of-
fenders struck them with club-like
anti-theft devices car owners use to
lock steering wheels.

The robberies began around 6:15
p.m. in the 6200 block of N. Leavitt.
Two men were robbed of about
$2,000 in cash at that location.
Minutes later, another robbery was
reported in the 1500 block of W. Ar-
dmore.

Around 7:20 p.m., a woman was
struckinthe head with a club-like ob-
ject by aman who stole her phonein
the 4500 block of N. Leavitt. Several
witnesses, including an off-duty po-
lice officer, reported the attack. They
described the robbers as two Black
males wearing bandanas on their
faces. Both stood 5’-8" to 5-10" tall.

Another victim was robbed
around the same time in the 5500
block of N. Rockwell. They said the
offenders were three Black males
wearing ski masks and black coats
who fled in a black sedan. One of
the black coats had red and white
elements.

According to dispatch records, a
woman called 911 to report that her
daughter and her daughter’s friend
escaped a robbery attempt as they
walked to the store near Cullom and
Lincoln at about 7:45 p.m. Officers
met with the girls, but the mother
decided not to file a police report.

Before long, Chicago cops found
a stolen Kia Rio abandoned in the
1700 block of W. Ainslie. Investiga-
tors believe the vehicle was used in
at least some of the earlier robber-
ies.

The robberies resumed a couple
of hours later.

At about 9:45 p.m., a driver was
parking in the 3300 block of N. La-
mon when a white Kia Soul occu-
pied by masked men tried to block
him in. The driver, believing that
they were about to be robbed or
carjacked, sped away.

But a 66-year-old woman was not
so lucky around 10:39 p.m. She was
at the Chase Bank, 3225 W. Addison,
when two men opened her driver's
door and struck her with an object.
They took her property and fled
in a car, according to CPD. She was
treated at Advocate lllinois Masonic
Medical Center.

Two more robberies were report-
ed before the spree ended.

In the 2900 block of W. Peterson,
two men drove up on a victim with
guns around 11:30 p.m. He realized
what was about to happen and ran
away before they even got out of
their car. At about the same time,
two people were robbed at gun-
point by four men who displayed
weapons, including a club-like ob-
ject, at Rockwell and Lincoln.

While robberies soared 23% in
Chicago last year, incidents are
down 8% in 2024, according to CPD

records.

That's not the case in the four po-
lice districts where these robberies
occurred. The police department’s
latest statistics report shows robber-
ies are up 19% in the Albany Park 17th
District; up 34% in the Town Hall 19th
District; up 67% in the Lincoln 20th
District; and up 105% in the Rogers
Park 24th District.

Armed robberies

Chicago police issued a business
alert about burglaries and robberies
on the North Side. Four robberies oc-
curred in which the offenders entered
the business display a handgun and
demand money out of the cash regis-
ters then flee the scene.

Incidents include one on the 3200
Block of W. Lawrence Ave., 6:04 p.m.
Dec. 30, 2023; the 5600 Block of N.
Ridge Ave., 7:45 p.m. Dec. 30, 2023;
5200 Block of N. Broadway Ave., 7:55
p.m. Feb. 7, and on the 1000 Block of
W. Wilson Ave., 8:40 p.m. Feb. 7..

The offenders are two male, blacks
20-30 years of age, one wearing a
black puffy coat, black hat with Nike
swoosh, black jeans. The other is
wearing black puffy coat with “Guess”
emblem on the sleeve, black ski mask
and black pants. The weapon used
was a silver handgun.

Armed robbery suspect
tried to rob man
while under police surveillance

A man suspected of committing
a string of robberies in Chicago and
Franklin Park tried to rob another
victim while undercover surveillance
officers were watching him in West
Rogers Park last week.

Kevin Hodges, 35, of Hammond,
was arrested in the 2200 block of W.
Pratt on Feb. 13, moments after he al-
legedly tried to rob a 60-year-old man
at a nearby gas station.

Chicago detectives recently at-
tached a GPS tracker to Hodges’ car
after narrowing him down as a sus-
pect in two other armed robberies,
according to his CPD arrest report.

In one case, an armed robber took
cash at gunpoint from a man at the
BP gas station, 3159 W. Chicago Ave.,
on Nov. 11. The crime was caught on
video, the report said. The other rob-
bery also occurred at a gas station:
the Citgo at 2959 W. Fulton around
8:45 p.m.on New Year’s Eve. This time,
surveillance video showed a gunman
taking money from two victims.

The GPS tracker on Hodges’ Chevy
Malibu allegedly showed the vehicle
was at a Burger King in Franklin Park
when a gunman robbed two of the
restaurant’s patrons on Feb. 4. And,
the report said, Hodges received a
traffic citation from a Cook County
sheriff’s police officer a few blocks
from the restaurant shortly before
the robbery.

CPD and Franklin Park cops began
a physical surveillance operation.

On Tuesday, Franklin Park police
followed Hodges to a gas station in
the 6800 block of N. Western Ave.
and saw him walk up to a 60-year-old
man, the report said. The man went
“running away in fear,” and the cops
moved in.

According to Hodges' arrest re-
port, the man told the officers that a
stranger displayed a gun and ordered
him to hand over his wallet. The cops
detained Hodges nearby. He was
wearing the same clothing as the
Burger King robber. Police said they
found a plastic toy gun wrapped in
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Left to right: Carlos Carreno-Carreno, Yonnier Guasamucare Garcia, Fernando
Loyo-Rodriguez, and Wilker Gutierrez Sierra.

Four migrants robbed
and strangled a man on the Pink Line

Four men who live at a migrant
shelter in downtown Chicago have
been charged with robbing and stran-
gling a passenger on the CTA Pink
Line, officials say.

The foursome attacked and robbed
the 48-year-old man while riding a
train near the Kostner station around
4:45 p.m. Feb. 17, a CPD news release
said. Chicago cops swooped in and ar-
rested the suspects about 45 minutes
later at the Pulaski station.

They were scheduled for deten-
tion hearings at the Leighton Criminal

Courthouse after this newspaper’s
deadline.

CPD identified the men as Fer-
nando Loyo-Rodriguez, 22, Wilker
Gutierrez Sierra, 21, Carlos Carreno-
Carreno, 20, and 18-year-old Yon-
nier Guasamucare Garcia. They all list
home addresses in the 300 block of S.
Plymouth, home to the Standard Club
migrant shelter.

Prosecutors charged each man
with robbery and aggravated battery
by strangulation.

tape next to his car.

So far, prosecutors have only
charged Hodges with the attempted
robbery of the Feb. 13th victim, ac-
cording to court records. Judge Kelly
McCarthy detained Hodges at the
state’s request.

Rash of commercial burglaries
at plumbing, electrical businesses

Police are warning local business-
es of a rash of robberies at plumb-
ing and electrical businesses on the
North Side. In each incident, multiple
subjects forcibly enter into Plumbing
and/or Electrical businesses and work
vans/vehicles by breaking doors and
windows to gain access.

Once inside, the offenders remove
property contained therein, including
plumbing and electrical tools/equip-
ment. Incidents include work vehicles
parked at location of business and on
residential streets. These incidents
have occurred during the early morn-
ing hours .

Incidents include one on the 4300
block of N. Lincoln 6 a.m. Jan. 18; 1100
block of W. Webster on Jan. 18-Feb.
13, from 6 p.m. to 12:55 p.m.; 1100
block of W. Webster 12:30 p.m. Feb.
6; 3900 block of N. Central 2:02 a.m.
Feb. 7; 4300 block of N. Lincoln on 6
a.m. Feb. 7; 4300 block of N. Lincoln
4:16 a.m. Feb. 12; 4200 block of W.
Hirsh 1:28 a.m. Feb. 14; 1700 block of
W. Hirsh 2:02 a.m. Feb. 14; 3800 block
of W. Chicago 2:15 a.m. Feb. 14; 800
block of N. Keystone 2:30 a.m. Feb. 14,
and on the 1100 block of W. Webster
3:14 a.m. Feb. 14.

The offenders are described as
one to three African American males,
wearing dark clothing.

Anyone with information on these
crimes may contact the Bureau of De-
tectives-Property Crimes Area Three
at 312-744-8263, Area Four at 312-746-
8253 and Area Five 312-746-7394. Re-
fer to pattern # 24-CWP-011.

Two men charged
with robbing victims
during social media
marketplace meet-ups

Prosecutors have accused two
more Chicago men of robbing people
during meet-ups where the victims
were expecting to complete an on-
line transaction. The men, charged
separately for different holdups, are
the fourth and fifth people charged
this month with robbing people dur-
ing social media meet-ups.

Travelle Logan, 19, and an accom-
plice who remains at large robbed a
19-year-old man after they went to
his home to buy a PlayStation 5 [PS5]
he offered on Facebook, prosecutors
alleged.

Logan told the victim he wanted to
gointo the victim’s West Side home to
see how the gaming system worked,
officials said. The victim allowed the
men inside but asked them to return
the PS5 after he realized Logan had

(left) and Jabari

Travelle Logan
O’Connor.

lied to him about having sent pay-
ment by Zelle, according to a Chicago
police report.

At that point, prosecutors said,
Logan pulled out a gun and pressed it
into the man's neck.

“Do you want to die tonight?”
Logan allegedly asked as he took the
man’s phone and the PlayStation.
Officials said he returned moments
later to force the victim to reveal his
phone PIN.

Chicago police officers arrested
Logan after they saw him leaving a
laundromat near the victim’s home
without any laundry, the police report
said. He didn’t have a gun, but the
cops said he did have 19 bullets in a
Jewel-Osco bag.

On Feb. 13, a 24-year-old man was
robbed at gunpoint when he showed
up to the 2900 block of N. Lincoln to
buy a phone offered for sale online.
When he arrived, a woman emerged
from a building, displayed a gun, and
robbed him, officials said. Police did
not release a suspect description, and
no arrests have been announced.

Armed man who robbed
two Rogers Park businesses
worked for the

local business alliance

A four-time convicted felon who
worked on a Rogers Park business
group’s street clean-up crew has been
charged with robbing two Rogers
Park businesses at gunpoint, accord-
ing to a Chicago police report.

Joshua Brown,
30, was detained
as a public safety
threat by Judge
Susana Ortiz. State
records show he
is on parole for
armed robbery.

His arrest report
. said that CPD de-
tectives collected Ventra card records
and video from the CTA, private busi-
nesses, and its own surveillance cam-
eras to build the case against Brown.

According to court records, the first
robbery occurred just after 10 a.m. on
Jan. 10 at Morse Convenient, 1442 W.
Morse Ave. An armed man displayed
a gun, demanded cash, and ordered
the 22-year-old clerk to open the back
door. But a customer entered the
store, and the robber exited the front
and headed to the Morse Red Line,
the police report said.

Cops pulled video that showed the

Joshua Brown

robber swipe a Ventra card at the
station and board a southbound
train to 79th St., according to the
report. They learned that the same
Ventra card was used frequently at
Morse, including on Jan. 31, the date
of the second robbery.

In that case, an armed man with
a yellow safety vest draped around
his neck robbed Lian’s Liquor and
Grocery, 6507 N. Clark, shortly after
2 p.m. The store’s 56-year-old ca-
shier suffered a broken finger and
facial injuries during a struggle with
the offender, CPD’s report said.

CPD’s report said officers found a
video of the robber pushing a trash
can belonging to a local business
group down the street. They con-
tacted the group and learned that
the man was an employee, the re-
port said.

Cops arrested the man, identified
as Brown, in the 1200 block of W.
Morse when he reported for work
last week. When officers arrested
Brown, he was carrying a loaded
firearm that was stolen from an
apartment in the 4900 block of W.
Addison last year, officials said.

He also had the Ventra card that
the robber used, as well as a yellow
safety vest and a black face mask,
according to the police report.

He is charged with two counts
of armed robbery with a firearm
and Class X armed habitual crimi-
nal. State officials are reviewing his
parole status in light of the new al-
legations.

Charges filed in 2022 Lakeview

carjacking after DNA tests

finally came back with a match
Laboratory tests on genetic ma-

terial Chicago cops found inside a

I /

carjacked Toyota
in 2022 recently
came back with
a hit, prosecu-
tors said as they
charged a Rogers
Park man with
the crime. Mi-
chael Porter, 20,
is also charged
with shooting a gun at someone in
Rogers Park about three weeks be-
fore the hijacking.

According to court records, he
has been AWOL from another stolen
motor vehicle case for more than a
year.

Porter, who prosecutors said was
convicted of carjacking, robbery,
and burglary as a juvenile, was ar-
rested in Streeterville on Oct. 25,
2022, after Chicago cops allegedly
saw him crash a stolen Mitsubishi
Outlander on Lake Shore Dr. and
bolt from the scene wearing one
shoe and a ski mask.

He was only charged with misde-
meanors in that case, and he walked
out of the station on his own recog-
nizance, according to CPD records.
He never showed up in court for
that case, according to records.

About a week later, prosecu-
tors said this weekend, Porter was
caught on video shooting at an-
other person in the 1600 block of
W. Juneway Terrace on Nov. 2, 2022.
But he had never been arrested to
face charges.

Two weeks ago, prosecutors
charged him with that case and with
carjacking a woman at gunpoint in
Lakeview about three weeks later.

During his detention hearing be-
fore Judge Charles Beach, prosecu-
tors said the carjacking occurred as
awoman and her female roommate
were parking a 2012 Toyota Camry in
the 1100 block of W. George around
7 p.m. on Nov. 27, 2022.

Porter, wearing a mask and point-
ingaguntowardthewomen,ordered
the driver to surrender her keys and
then grabbed them from her hand,
prosecutors alleged. He got into the
driver’s seatand promptly struck an-
other car as he tried to drive away.

POLICE BEAT see p. 10

Michael Porter
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All crime is local,
so give people
the information now

Yes, we know, many of our
readers use the Citizen app. Our
reporters do too. Like you, it helps
us stay safe informed, by provid-
ing instant notifications and live
broadcasts of reported crimes
and incidents near you.

Or perhaps we all used to use
it... seems those reports are a lit-
tle less fresh now. Chicago police
are joining the national wave of
encrypting radio communication,
raising transparency concerns.

Citizen launched in Chicago
in May 2020 and due to our sys-
temic problems with crime and
punishment, Chicago is one of
the app’s fastest-growing mar-
kets behind New York City, Los

hear about transparency, the less
of it we get.

Now Illinois  State Rep.
LaShawn K. Ford [8th] has in-
troduced legislation which would
require any law enforcement
agency in Illinois which encrypts
police scanner transmissions to
provide real time access to those
transmissions to accredited media
in the state.

House Bill 4339 amends the
Public Records Act to require
that any law enforcement agency
that encrypts radio transmissions

Ford. “However, the media has
an obligation to report on events
in a timely manner and its use of
real time information from police
scanners is essential. Blocking
accredited media from real time
access is counter to governmental
transparency and does not lend it-
self to the original stated purpose
of the encryption program.”

Rep. Ford noted that his pro-
posed legislation would apply to
jurisdictions across Illinois. Sev-
eral downstate law enforcement
departments have also instituted
encryption programs.

We back this effort by Rep.
Ford, and hope in time that our
leaders will again treat Illinois

Angeles, Philadelphia and
San Francisco, according
to a spokesperson for the
company.

Yes, those markets all
suffer from the same so-
cietal maladies, growing
crime problems and a lack
of any political or cultural
backbone to do something
about it.

Under former mayor
Lori Lightfoot, in 2022
Chicago began migrating

“I understand the desire to prevent
members of the public from using
real time police scanner information
to commit crimes or to evade law
enforcement,” said Rep. LaShawn K.
Ford. “However, the media has an
obligation to report on events
in a timely manner and its use
of real time information from
police scanners is essential.

citizens like adults, and al-
low them to know what’s
going on down their
blocks, first hand, as it’s
being reported.

Yes, we know you lis-
ten to the Citizen app,
just as our reporters do.
We get it. And we believe
an informed citizen is an
engaged citizen who can
make personal decisions
based on the most recent
and pertinent information

public safety radios from clear
analog dispatch channels to se-
cure, encrypted digital channels.
The Chicago Police Department
then instituted a program de-
signed to encrypt police scanner
transmissions across all police
districts in the city.

In our Orwellian world of to-
day, it seems like the more we

provide, by license or otherwise,
access to those transmissions to
FCC licensed broadcasters and
accredited newspapers as defined
in the Act.

“I understand the desire to pre-
vent members of the public from
using real time police scanner in-
formation to commit crimes or to
evade law enforcement,” said Rep.

available about what’s happening
outside their front door. When it
gets down to what really is criti-
cal information for you and your
family, it’s usually info on what’s
happening out on the sidewalk in
front of your own home or work-
place. As the saying goes, ‘all pol-
itics is local.” And we think that is
true about all crime too.

Man on parole for two murder cases
tried to kill ex-girlfriend’s beau with a machete

BY CWBCHICAGO

A Chicago man on parole for
two separate murder cases forced
his way into his ex-girlfriend’s
North Side apartment and at-
tacked her new boyfriend with
a machete, prosecutors said as
they charged him with a fresh at-
tempted murder case.

Marcos Gray, 47, has been
detained to await trial by Judge
William Fahy, who deemed him
a public safety threat, according
to court records. State officials
are also reviewing Gray’s parole
status in light of allegations that
he nearly committed his third
murder.

Court records show that Gray
was sentenced to life in prison for
one of his previous murder cases,
but that was reduced on appeal
after other courts determined
that it is unconstitutional to sen-
tence people to life in prison for
crimes committed as juveniles.

In Gray’s case, he was convict-
ed of two murders as a juvenile.

First, he was convicted in 1995
of murdering and robbing a Ten-
nessee man who
was visiting the
Chicago  area
in March 1993.
Prosecutors say
Gray shot 20-
year-old Edwin
Carlock as Car-
lock  dropped
off a friend, Melvin Slaughter, on
the South Side. There were two
women and three children in Car-
lock’s vehicle when he was killed,
according to appellate court re-
cords.

During sentencing for that case,
officials noted that Gray had pre-
viously been arrested for shoot-
ing another man. A judge handed
him 55 years for the murder and
30 years for the robbery.

Gray was later convicted of
participating in the July 3, 1993,

Marcos Gray

MARY ELLEN CONSIDINE

Operated by vy of
Realogy Brokerage Group LLC.

BEd

Office: 312.266.7000
Cell: 773.704.4250
Email: maryellen.considine@cbexchange.com

Lincoln Park
1910 N. Clybourn Ave., Chicago, IL 60614

COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

murder of Sheilah Doyle, a sub-
urban nurse and mother, during a
botched carjacking. He received a
life sentence for the murder, but
that was later reduced to 60 years,
plus 15 years for attempted rob-
bery.

MACHETE see p. 10
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DePaul warns
scammers are hijacking
electronic payment apps

near its Loop campus

BY CWBCHICAGO

DePaul Univ. is warning its
community that at least three
people affiliated with the school
have had their electronic payment
apps hijacked by street perform-
ers around its Loop campus.

The alert said victims are tar-
geted by “people soliciting for
donations to a drumming pro-
gram” After handing the victim
a flyer on the sidewalk, they ask
for money.

When the victim agrees to do-
nate with a cash application, the

scammers either take the victim’s
phone or convince them to hand
it over. The school said the thief
then sends transfers of far more
money than the victim intended
themselves.

The school, which is the na-
tion’s largest Catholic university,
also claimed that many solicitors
are legitimate but advised cau-
tion for charitable souls: “We are
always considerate of the Vincen-
tian mission. To avoid becoming a
victim of this type of scam do not
give your phone to someone you
do not know.”

s Letters to the Editor —

Kudos to O'Gorman and Chambers

A lyric in the Irish drinking
song “Mountain Dew” starts
“When learned men who use
the pen, have sung your praises
high...”

That is exactly what happened
when John Chambers praised
Mr. O’Gorman in a letter to the
editor last week.

Astute readers will recognize

Mr. Chambers as the gentle-
man who expertly handled Cook
County’s finances as comptroller
back when property taxes were
much lower than they are today.

Long life and many years to
both Mr. O’Gorman and Mr.
Chambers.

Mike Sullivan, Avondale

Fly the L

ShotSpotter gone? Our city’s
front line detector of shots fired?
In America’s most ‘shots fired’
friendly city? The system the
Chicago Police use every single
day, as it’s quicker to react than
911 calls?

Oh, but not until after the
Democrat National Convention
leaves town, ahh yes, got it. What
are the odds that during the week
of the DNC convention, Cook
County Jail will be filled to the
brim with gangsters and thugs for
the only time in all of 2024?

With another one in the loss
column (too many to count),
perhaps City Hall should replace
the blue bars and red stars with
another flag; the one that adorns
the Wrigley Field scoreboard
after a loss. At this rate, Mayor
Brandon Johnson will fit right
in with the historic seasons of
ineptitude that Chicago sports

PRE-NEED - AT NEED - CONVENIENTLY LOCATED

FUNERAL HOME AND
CREMATION OPTIONS

3918 W. Irving Park Road, Chicago, IL 60618

173.654.3744

WWW.MIDTOWNFUNERALS.COM greg@midtownfunerals.com

fans have suffered through.

One can only hope the Cubs
and Sox rack up some wins this
spring to offset what is surely
to be more embarrassing L’s by
City Hall’s 5th Floor.

Tom Wisniewski, Gold Coast

Open Arms United
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor
Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer 10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place
(Nursery through 5th Grade)
Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer
7:30 pm Bible Study

817 Grace St. 773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING
OAUWCCHhicago.org

CAR WASH

Automatic Car Wash _

FREE VACUUMING
3218 W.Irving _

4550 W. Addison

4820 W. Lawrence

GLOBAL

TRANSMISSION
SPECIALIST

Remove and Install
Transmission for complete
overhaul on all types of cars

Hrs: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm, Sat. 8 am-1pm

www.globaltransmissionspecialists.com
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Mark Olley, Julie Barrish and Rochelle

Trotter.

Janet and Rodger Owen.
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Consul General Kevin Byrne, Patricia Anne Tracey,

Irish Deputy Prime Minister Michael Martin.

Eamonn Cummins and Grace O’Connor.

MORAL fromp. 2

smell the fragrance off the greens
of the Ravinia musical summer
season without thinking of the
young, renaissance genius from
Japan, Seiji Ozawa. The Maestro,
88, was a man of mystery and in
the 1960s, when he whirled his
hands in a divine tempo as mu-
sic director, he made Chicago
dance and weep. His continued
appearances with the Chicago
Symphony Orchestra over the
decades secured him a history
of the City’s heart. We recognize
how he transformed Boston, over
his 29 years. But for Chicago he
fashioned always a new divine
presence and artistic stature lift-
ing our beauty and musical lead-
ership. May peace fill the beauty
you have shaped.

DANCE: In celebration of this
61st “Unlimited” year, Giordano
Dance Chicago hosts “Studio
61, a gala benefit patterned after
New York City’s legendary 1970s
nightclub Studio 54, to support the
Giordano Dance Chicago Dancer
Fund, at the Ravenswood Event
Center, on Saturday, Feb. 24. The
evening will provide the chance to
mix and mingle with GDC danc-
ers and eat, drink and dance the
night away to music spun by DJ
Madrid Perry. Host committee
are Paula and Tim Friedman.
The gala event precedes Gior-
dano’s final performance of their
“Season 61 | UNLIMITED!”
at the Harris Theater for Music
and Dance, Friday, April 5 and
Saturday, April 6. The program
will feature the world premiere
of Emmy Award-winning chore-

(} [RQUE. COMEDY. MUSIC. MAGIC.’
W

= ..LO\"EW ?
(H\O/:
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NOW PLAYING

ographer Al Blackstone’s one act
“Gershwin in B,” plus popular se-
lections from GDC'’s repertoire.
WHO’S WHERE: Dr. Rose
Gomez and Lilli Fetsch-Wen-
zel were in town from Switzer-
land, Dr. Sharon Cottrell from
Lake Forest, Gale Gottlieb and
Patricia Schmalz virtually,
and Mimi Pezzuto and Cheryl
Evans from Dune Acres, IN,
for their investment club lunch
at Ralph Lauren Bar & Grill...

Jack ngglns

Seiji Ozawa

bility... Sherrill Bodine rubbing
aprons with her seaboard chefs
and celebrating Mardi Gras (Car-
nival in Rio) Brazil... Patricia
Bidwill in sunny picturesque San
Miguel de Allende, Mexico...
Barrister Bernard Dunleavy at
White Friar Street Church, Dub-
lin, the tomb of St. Valentine...
Chicago’s beloved-one, restau-
ranteur Gordon Sinclair safe and
healthy in Fort Lauderdale after a
bad car crash at 50 mph.

their enormous brood of boys in
Winnetka.

To the stability and beauty of
Saints Faith, Hope and Charity
Parish. Perfect for six handsome,
advantaged preppy boys whose
dad, the prosperous Larkin
Flanagan, died too young. Joe
was just 2 years old. Most of the
brothers found very fine careers
in medicine, like his brother, Dr.
Malachi Flanagan. Joe went on
to be the consummate promo-

Matt Moore and Tim Pickett.

Mark Olley, Julie Barrish,
Rochelle Trotter, Paula Borg,
Nina Mariano, and Kathy
O’Malley Piccone all sport-
ing a touch of red at the Drake
Hotel Valentine Party... Irene
Michaels in LA hanging with
2024 MusiCares Person of the
year Jon Bon Jovi... At Lilliput
Press in Dublin, Robert O’Byrne
is now the official Irish aesthete
at headquarters... The Golden
Triangle’s Doug Van Tress was
delighted with the production that
Windy City Rehab put together on
his Grand Ave. headquarters...
Service Club’s Valentine’s Day
Luncheon at the Ritz was a smash
hit and a reminder to many of the
dear friend who used to bring us
all together, Bunky Cushing,
he is not forgotten... Janet and
Rodger Owen doing white tie
and tails in Palm Beach... Jim
Kinney and Brian White re-
galed in their white tie and tails,
sashes and medals of nobility in
Palm Beach for the annual gala
for American Revolutionary no-

It’s not just
a generator.

Receive a free 7-year warranty
with qualifying purchase* -
valued at $735.

Call866-643-0438 to
schedule your free quote!

+ GENERAC

IRELAND HOUSE: The
Deputy Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister of Ireland, Micheal
Martin, spoke at The City Club of
Chicago Luncheon last week. He
was joined by Irish Consul Kevin
Byrne and Irish violinist Patricia
Treacy and a sell-out audience.

He shared poignant sentiments,
emphasizing that the imprint the
Irish have made in Chicago -
“Irish fingerprints are on the rail-
ways, the canals and skyline.” He
also serves as Defense Minister
of Ireland and formerly served as
The Prime Minister of Ireland.

During his speech he an-
nounced that the Irish govern-
ment is opening an Irish House
in Chicago to serve as a cultural
and civic outpost for Ireland in
the Midwest on N. Michigan Ave.,
opening this Autumn.

JOSEPH FLANAGAN RIP:
Chicago and Palm Beach. Joseph
Flanagan, 86, was a silver-spoon
Irish lad. Of the old South Shore
variety. St. Phillip Neri Parish-
born. Before later settling with

tions executive who was refined,
artistic, with an eye for beauty.
He raised five fine children of
his own. At some point during the
Sir George Solti days, a gaggle
of Flanagans had the row of seats
behind us at Orchestra Hall. I wish
Joe a swift and comfortable ride
home to the heart of God, con-
fident that his tens of thousands
acts of charity and kindness will
be graced and rewarded. He will
continue to validate the impor-
tance of enhanced education and
its skill at teaching a young boy
of possessions and intelligence to
climb through the eye of a needle
by grace. Requiescat in Pace.
FINE ART: See a wide vari-
ety of great Irish paintings in our
pre-St. Patrick’s Day studio sale
for perfect Irish gift to last a life-
time., at 1059 N. Winchester St.,
Sat. & Sun. Feb. 23-24 and March
2-3, 11 a.m. Have an Irish Coffee
with us. 312-735-8101.
CHILD-PROOF MAYO: 1It’s
a well-known fact that the great
French chef, Julia Child, always
preferred making her mayonnaise
from scratch, but she is on record
with having one prepared brand
suitable for use in her kitchen.
And that was Hellmann’s. She
often relied on it for tuna salad
made in her own kitchen. Good
for all cooks to recall.
I think every woman should
have a blowtorch. - Julia Child

tog515@gmail.com
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Youth programming at Edgewater Library

STORY AND PHOTO
BY JOANNE KITSOS

There’s a new lineup of chil-
dren’s programs at the Edgewater
Library, 6000 N. Broadway, that
Children’s Librarians Dana Kaput
and Chris Othic have arranged.

Children ages 8-13 are invited
to bring their family, meet new
friends and challenge librarians
during the “Saturday (Board)
Game Stop.” Each month differ-
ent board games will be featured;
the next game day is Saturday,
Feb. 24, from noon to 2 p.m.
on the first floor. Each month
they will feature different board
games—classic games like check-
ers, group games like Uno, and
other new games.

“Stories Come Alive” is a free
program with Lifeline Theatre for
children ages 4 to 10. Teaching
artists from Lifeline Theatre in
Rogers Park will read the book,
Skunk and Badger, and play dra-
ma games at the library 2 p.m. to
3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 25.

On the last Tuesday of each
month, kids ages 8-13 are in-

vited to participate in the Tween
Book Club, discuss a particular
book and make new friends. On
Feb. 27, from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. the
group will discuss New Kid by
Jerry Craft; copies of the book are
available at the Children’s Dept.
Desk on the first floor.

The novel tells the story of a
12-year-old African American
boy named Jordan Banks who ex-
periences culture shock when he
enrolls at a private school.

Preschool children and their
caregivers are invited to “Story-
palooza!” every Wednesday from
10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. During
this story time activity, there will
be songs, rhymes and fingerplays
followed by open play time. The
next session will be on Feb. 28.

For children ages 6 and older
who enjoy making crafts or work-
ing on art projects, there’s a new
“Crafty Kids” activity. The next
session will be 11 a.m.-noon on
Saturday, March 2.

Youth, ages 13-19, are invited
to a special College and Career
Saturdays program to explore
options after high school and

Children’s Librarian Chris Othic has
planned a series of interactive read-
ing, play and science programs and
activities at the Edgewater Branch
library, 6000 N. Broadway.

network with industry profession-
als. The next program will be 1
p.m. to 3 p.m. March 16 with a
discussion about careers in writ-
ing, communications, and media;
lunch will be provided. Online
registration is encouraged; email
frice@chipublib.org.

Rogers Park, West Ridge historical archive
available at Sulzer Library March 3

After five years of effort, the
materials, documents and his-
torical records kept by the Rogers
Park West Ridge Historical Soci-
ety [RPWRHS] are now archived
at the Northside Neighborhood
History Center in the Sulzer Re-
gional Library, 4455 N. Lincoln
Ave., and will be open to the pub-
lic starting March 3.

Materials are cataloged and

stored in preservation-friendly
gray boxes that fill 135 linear
feet of library shelf space, ready
for use by anyone interested in
researching the history of Rogers
Park and West Ridge. An advance
appointment is required.

An annual report on the RP-
WRHS to the neighborhood will
be presented at Sulzer Regional
Library, 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Sunday,

March 3.

Following that, archivist Ally-
son Smalley and librarian Julie
Lynch will explain how to use
this new resource, while show-
ing examples from the collection.
The afternoon will include light
refreshments and an opportunity
to view a selection of material
from the collection on display in
the Adult Reading Room.

SYPHILIS fromp. 5

“The increase in late identifi-
cation of [the development of the
specific antibodies in the blood
serum as a result of infection]
during pregnancy that occurred
only in 2020 could be explained
by a decrease in testing for and
treatment of syphilis because of
pandemic-associated declines in
clinic visits and closures of sexu-
ally transmitted infection clinics,
as well as increased use of tele-
medicine rather than in-person
prenatal care, which precludes
the use of phlebotomy,” claims
the CDPH report.

The report’s authors admit ex-
pectant mothers who had been
diagnosed with syphilis often had
received inadequate medical treat-
ment [during the government-im-
posed lockdown] because nearly
all of public health’s attention
had been diverted to “COVID-19
mitigation efforts.” The pregnant
mothers with syphilis were col-
lateral damage.

“[The focus on COVID-19] re-
sulted in increased challenges in
contacting pregnant mothers and
ensuring continued treatment,”
claims the CDPH report.

If the infection had been treat-
ed, the mother would have been
cured and syphilis would not
have been passed on to their de-

veloping child.
“This increase in inadequate
maternal  syphilis  treatment

might have resulted in a dispro-
portionate increase in congenital
syphilis cases relative to the more
modest increase in syphilis cases
among females of reproductive

Until recently, CDPH said that
Chicago was not experiencing
the same upward trends being
experienced nationwide.

The CDC reports syphilis rates
are at their highest since the
1950s. Across the U.S., there were
more than 3,700 cases of con-
genital syphilis among newborns
in 2022 — more than 10 times the
number diagnosed in 2012.

In January, the CDC reported
that cases of syphilis had reached
their highest levels in more thanaa
decade, with more than 203,500
cases of syphilis reported in the
US in 2022, a figure that is nearly
double that in 2018. The cases
increased by 17% between 2021
and 2022, and surged by 32%
between 2020 and 2021 to reach
the highest number of reported
incidences in 70 years.

The CDC warns that the
epidemic is showing no signs
of slowing. And it has pointed
to some “alarming” new trends
driving this sudden spike in the
disease.

The disease can cause still-
births, infant deaths and life-long
health problems. The transmis-
sion of syphilis during pregnan-
cy to an unborn child can have
devastating consequences in-
cluding miscarriage, stillbirth,
premature births, low birth
weights and the death of a baby

shortly after birth.

The CDPH is studying these
cases to determine what factors
may have led to the increase,
and much more research and
prevention efforts are needed to
adequately curb the resurgence
of this epidemic - especially in
at risk communities, and among
young, sexually promiscuous and
gender-confused minorities.

In 2022, the highest rates of
syphilis in the United States were
reported among the American
Indian/Alaska Native population
with men having a rate of 75 per
100,000 population; Blacks na-
tionwide stand at 70.9; women
a rate of 60 per 100,000 popula-
tion, Hispanic 30 per 100,000.

But most recently, the rise has
disproportionately impacted
Black Chicago, as 86% (75 of 87)
of cases in Chicago between
2020-2022, were among Black
Chicagoans.

Doxycycline  Post-Exposure
Prophylaxis (Doxy-PEP), an anti-
biotic which can be taken after
sex to prevent bacterial STIs, such
as chlamydia, gonorrhea, and
syphilis, is available at CDPH's STI
Specialty Clinics in Roseland,
Austin, and Lakeview. DoxyPEP
is currently offered to cisgen-
der men or transgender women
aged 18 years or older.

age. The decrease in syphilis di-
agnosis among females of repro-
ductive age during 2022 could
represent an actual reduction in
cases resulting from improved

testing and treatment services, or
a decrease in diagnosis and un-
derreporting of cases,” claims the
report.
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POLICE BEAT fromp. 6

At that point, the car owner’s roommate, who
was still in the back seat, began struggling with
Porter, officials said. An accomplice suddenly
appeared. The two men pulled the roommate
from the car and threw her to the ground, then
drove away with the Toyota, according to the al-
legations.

Cops found the vehicle later that day and
swabbed the interior for DNA. In Nov. 2023, the
lab test results showed that some recovered
DNA matched Porter, prosecutors said. Detec-
tives subsequently placed Porter’s picture in
a photo line-up, and the Toyota's owner alleg-
edly identified him as the carjacker who first ap-

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

proached her with the gun.

On Feb. 9, Chicago police officers who were
“actively looking for” Porter found him in the
4400 block of N. Sheridan and took him into cus-
tody, his arrest report said.

He is charged with aggravated vehicular hi-
jacking and aggravated discharge of a firearm
into an occupied vehicle. Judge Beach granted
the state’s detention petition.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com
Support real crime reporting by subscribing

to this newspaper for only $20 per year.
Visit www.insideonline.com

North Township Real Estate For Sale

COLUMBIA fromp. 3

on to build the Student Center that has re-
portedly helped to put the school in finan-
cial distress, now that tuition income has
dropped.

President Kim stated, “I came to Co-
lumbia because of my belief that the world
needs creatives and my determination that
Columbia could be the leading educational
institution dedicated to preparing creatives
for real-world success,” said Kim in a re-
leased statement. “While the prospect of
leaving is bittersweet, as a life-long traveler
I am looking forward to my next journey,
and I am encouraged to know that the col-
lege is in such capable hands.”

Due to the drop in student population,
and falling finances, on Feb. 8 the Board
asked Kim and his staff to develop a plan
that will “better align program offerings
and streamline degree requirements so
students can focus more fully on their cho-
sen creative fields, persist towards gradu-
ation, and achieve career success.” Kim
was tasked with creating a draft Advisory
Report containing his recommendations
by Feb. 28.

That Advisory Report will be considered
by the Board at its May 2 Board meeting.
If approved, the plan will be implemented
throughout the institution shortly thereaf-
ter.

“ Real Estate For Sale H
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
CARRINGTON MORTGAGE SERVICES, LLC
Plaintiff,

V.
WILLIAM BUTCHER, AS SPECIAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE OF THE ESTATE OF THE DECEASED
MORTGAGOR, DONALD KNIGHT, FORTY EAST
DELAWARE PLACE CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIA-
TION, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - SECRE-
TARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NONRECORD
CLAIMANTS

Defendants

2023 CH 00533

40 E DELAWARE PLACE UNIT 1303

CHICAGO, IL 60611

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on June 13, 2023, an agent for
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on
March 8, 2024, at The Judicial Sales Corporation,
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago,
IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest bid-
der, as set forth below, the following described real
estate:

Commonly known as 40 E DELAWARE PLACE
UNIT 1303, CHICAGO, IL 60611

Property Index No. 17-03-209-019-1056

The real estate is improved with a condo/town-
house.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certi-
fied funds at the close of the sale payable to The
Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party checks
will be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours.
The subject property is subject to general real es-
tate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes

levied against said real estate and is offered for sale
without any representation as to quality or quantity
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after
confirmation of the sale.

Where a sale of real estate is made to satisfy a lien
prior to that of the United States, the United States
shall have one year from the date of sale within
which to redeem, except that with respect to a lien
arising under the internal revenue laws the period
shall be 120 days or the period allowable for re-
demption under State law, whichever is longer, and
in any case in which, under the provisions of section
505 of the Housing Act of 1950, as amended (12
U.S.C. 1701k), and subsection (d) of section 3720
of title 38 of the United States Code, the right to
redeem does not arise, there shall be no right of
redemption.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished
to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport, etc.)

in order to gain entry into our building and the fore-
closure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, examine the court file, CODILIS &
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.

15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527

630-794-5300

E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com

Attorney File No. 14-22-09551

Attorney ARDC No. 00468002

Attorney Code. 21762

Case Number: 2023 CH 00533

TJSC#: 44-188

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 2023 CH 00533

13237697

070707

FIZZLES fromp. 4

Jan., 2024, Irwin said.

“Lincoln Park, Lakeview and North Cen-
ter only have between 1.0 and 1.5 months
of inventory supply, which is now at a criti-
cally low level with sales rising. These in-
ventory decreases were consistent in all
four neighborhood areas and price points,’
Irwin said. “We will need a significant in-
fusion of new listings in order to sustain a
long-term real estate turn around.”

* Under contract. Homes generally take
between 30 and 45 days to close after go-
ing under contract. A total of 362 homes
went under contract in Jan., 2024, which
was a 23.6% decrease compared with Jan.,
2023.

“Many of these homes will close in Feb-
ruary, and this indicates that there could

be a decrease in home sales in February,”
Irwin said. “This is a direct result of drasti-
cally low inventory levels.”

Gazing into Baird & Warner’s crystal
ball, Irwin said it is still too early to pre-
dict the direction of the 2024 resale-home
market, but unlike 2023, there are positive
indicators.

“Buyers and sellers need to stay updated
on a regular basis for market changes in
their specific neighborhood and property
types,” Irwin advised. “This is going to be
a very interesting year in real estate.”

For more housing news, visit www.
dondebat.biz. Don DeBat is co-author of
“Escaping Condo Jail,” the ultimate sur-
vival guide for condominium living. Visit
www.escapingcondojail.com.

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

Lakeview Township Real Estate For Sale
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
THIRD BIRCH, LLC

Plaintiff,

-

PRINCE OROGBU, BELL TERRACE CONDO-
MINIUM ASSOCIATION

Defendants

21 CH 5422

7324 N. BELL AVENUE, UNIT 2

CHICAGO, IL 60645

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale
entered in the above cause on July 28, 2023, an
agent for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at
10:30 AM on March 20, 2024, at The Judicial Sales
Corporation, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite
35R, Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following
described real estate:

Commonly known as 7324 N. BELL AVENUE,
UNIT 2, CHICAGO, IL 60645
Property Index No. 11-30-306-027-1002
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $220,444.05.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by
certified funds at the close of the sale payable to
The Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party
checks will be accepted. The balance, in certified
funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24)
hours. The subject property is subject to general
real estate taxes, special assessments, or special
taxes levied against said real estate and is offered
for sale without any representation as to quality or
quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and

in “AS 18" condition. The sale is further subject to
confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection
and plaintiff makes no representation as to the
condition of the property. Prospective bidders are
admonished to check the court file to verify all in-
formation.

If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this proper-
ty is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact LAW OFFICES OF IRA
T.NEVEL, LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 175 N. Franklin
Street, Suite 201, CHICAGO, IL, 60606 (312) 357-

1125 Please refer calls to the sales department.
Please refer to file number 21-01901.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

LAW OFFICES OF IRAT. NEVEL, LLC

175 N. Franklin Street, Suite 201

CHICAGO IL, 60606

312-357-1125

E-Mail: pleadings@nevellaw.com

Attorney File No. 21-01901

Attorney Code. 18837

Case Number: 21 CH 5422

TJSC#: 44-295

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 21 CH 5422

212121

141414
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Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

Rogers Park Township Real Estate For Sale
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LOURDES fromp. 4

[only] received $260,000 through Sunday
and Holy Day collections, donations from
the Grotto, and other income. There was a
$220,000 shortfall to operate Our Lady of
Lourdes Church. This is sadly, not sustain-
able,” according to the written statement at
the parish website.

Parish officials said proceeds from the
sale of the former school building and its
parking cannot be used to save the historic
sanctuary. They have not yet announced
what they do plan to use this money for.

“For many years, throughout the Arch-
diocese of Chicago, the use of property
sales and lease/income was used to fill the
budget gap. This has proven to be a poor
use of our resources,” according to the par-
ish website.

Under the leadership of Cardinal Blase
J. Cupich, the Archdiocese of Chicago will
not allow proceeds from the sale of parish
property to be used for building repairs.

“Archdiocesan policy is that using the
proceeds of the sale of a property cannot
be used to simply repair buildings with no
plan for future sustenance of that building.
The property sale proceeds are deposited
[in banks] earning income until the parish
administration determines how the funds
should be used or invested for future use,”
according to the parish website.

Our Lady of Lourdes commemorates

one of France’s most popular sites religious
pilgrimage sites and is associated with
healing miracles. In 1858, Bernadette Sou-
birousa, a young teenager who lived near
Lourdes, France, began seeing visions of a
person who appeared to be the mother of
Jesus Christ.

Under the leadership

of Cardinal Blase J. Cupich,
the Archdiocese of Chicago
will not allow proceeds from
the sale of parish property

to be used for building repairs.

Despite initial skepticism by local church
officials, the young girl’s visions were even-
tually accepted “worthy of belief.” Soubir-
ousa’s story was the subject of a 1941 best-
selling historical novel Song of Bernadette
and which was the basis for a popular 1943
movie of the same name.

Chicago’s Our Lady of Lourdes has been
the designated national shrine of the French
pilgrimage site and includes a replica of the
grotto in Lourdes. The official history of the
archdiocese of Chicago, in 2006, described
the grotto as “a jewel-box of stained glass
and statuary.”

The grotto at Lourdes will close May 19,
at the same time as the main church build-
ing will close.

212121

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION

Plaintiff,

-

UNKNOWN SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE OF THE
RICHARD J. O'CONNOR DECLARATION OF
TRUST DATED OCTOBER 12, 2001, MORTGAGE
ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS, INC.,
AS NOMINEE FOR UNITED PACIFIC FUNDING
CORP., ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS, UN-
KNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIM-
ANTS

Defendants

2023 CH 06772

1791 WEST ESTES AVENUE, UNIT D

CHICAGO, IL 60626

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on January 11, 2024, an agent for
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on
March 7, 2024, at The Judicial Sales Corporation,
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago,
IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest bid-
der, as set forth below, the following described real
estate:

Commonly known as 1791 WEST ESTES AV-
ENUE, UNIT D, CHICAGO, IL 60626

Property Index No. 11-31-205-041-0000

The real estate is improved with a single family
residence.

The judgment amount was $141,217.29.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation. No third party checks will

be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The
subject property is subject to general real estate
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS 1S"
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation
by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact MANLEY DEAS KOCHAL-
SKI LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, ONE EAST WACKER,
SUITE 1250, Chicago, IL, 60601 (312) 651-6700.
Please refer to file number 23-012010.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC

ONE EAST WACKER, SUITE 1250

Chicago IL, 60601

312-651-6700

E-Mail: AMPS@manleydeas.com

Attorney File No. 23-012010

Attorney Code. 48928

Case Number: 2023 CH 06772

TJSC#: 44-197

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case #2023 CH 06772

13238004

141414

070707

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

MACHETE fromp. 7

Doyle’s survivors formed a charitable
foundation that supports children whose
lives are affected by homicide.

And Gray was released from prison on
May 27, 2022.

Just last month, on January 22, a state ap-
pellate court affirmed Gray’s conviction in
the Carlock case. Two days later, on Jan.
24, Gray allegedly tried to kill his ex’s boy-
friend with a machete.

The victim, 38, and his girlfriend were
sleeping at the girlfriend’s home in the
4800 block of N. Monticello when they
heard footsteps and the bedroom door
swung open around 4 a.m., a CPD report
said. Prosecutors say the intruder was Gray,
who knew the home’s passcode and used it
to get inside.

After kicking in the bedroom door, he
lunged at the victim and attacked him with
a “large machete” while yelling, “I’m going

to kill you,” prosecutors said in court fil-
ings. The man grabbed the machete blade
and struggled with Gray as the girlfriend
called 911.

Gray ended the assault upon hearing the
sound of approaching sirens, officials said.
The first Chicago police officers on the
scene saw him through the kitchen win-
dow, covered in blood with his hands in the
air, according to their report. They arrested
him without further incident.

According to court filings, the victim
suffered severe cuts to his hands that re-
quired stitches. A tendon in his left pinky
finger was also severed.

Prosecutors have charged Gray with at-
tempted first-degree murder, attempted
murder during the commission of a forc-
ible felony, home invasion with a danger-
ous weapon, and aggravated battery with a
deadly weapon.

He is due in court again on Feb. 20.
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To place an ad, call 773-465-9700 or email:
insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com

Deadline: 5pm Mondays

AUTOS WANTED HELP WANTED INCOME TAX

Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 800 to
1000 square feet, $15 per foot / UP. Three-year
lease @ $15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven
funds. 773-772-0808 please leave message.

Condo For Sale

For sale by owner
1221 sq ft 2 bedroom/
2 bathroom condo
with Navy Pier,

Lake Michigan views.
195 N. Harbor Dr.
Chicago, IL 60601 #4001
$420,000
Contact Anthony Spicuzza
773-946-3633

le

Trailer for sale, for boat or jet ski. Rims, jacks, spare
wheels included. $457. Call 773-818-0808

Furniture Removal/
Junk Removal

A Red’s Hauling Service
Removal of unwanted items

from Basements, Garages, Attics,
Businesses, Estate Clearance
Senior Citizen Discount
FREE ESTIMATES
773-616-0979
redshaulingservice.com

Garages/Garage Doors

FAMILY KASTANOVA INC.
GARAGE DOOR SERVICES
Overhead Garage Doors
Electric Openers
Installation and Repairs
(773) 744-6101 (cell)
(630) 717-5329
www.familykastanovainc.com

GUN SHOW - February 23-25, 8505 Durrand
Ave., Fountain Hall. Sturtevant, WI Friday 3pm-8-
pm, Saturday 9am-5pm, Sunday 9am-3pm. Rifles,
Shotguns,  Handguns.  Buy-Sell-Trade-Browse
Information contact Marv: 563-608-4401 www.mar-
vkrauspromotions.net

Health & Fitness

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400+ procedures. Real
dental insurance - not just a discount plan. Get your
free Information Kit with details! 1-855-526-1060
www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPE-

CIAL $99.00. 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW!
888-445-5928 Hablamos Espafol

Home Services

Aging Roof? New Homeowner? Got Storm Dam-
age? You need a local expert provider that proudly
stands behind their work. Fast, free estimate. Fi-
nancing available. Call 1-888-878-9091

Professional lawn service: Fertilization, weed con-
trol, seeding, aeration & mosquito control. Call now
for a free quote. Ask about our first application spe-
ciall 1-833-606-6777

Water damage cleanup & restoration: A small
amount of water can lead to major damage and
mold growth in your home. Our trusted profession-
als do complete repairs to protect your family and
your home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-888-872-2809

Janitorial

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON
AREAS CLEANING+ OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING + POWER WASHING - SNOW
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Miscellaneous

Alaska, Europe, Hawaii + dozens of other popu-
lar trips! Starting at $1649 pp (double occupancy
req'd.) YMT Vacations plans everything, leaving
you to relax & enjoy. Call 1-877-626-1958 M-F for
more details. Use promo code YMT2024 for $250
off. Limited time only.

Are you a pet owner? Do you want to get up to
100% back on vet bills? Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company has pet coverage that can help! Call
1-844-774-0206 to get a free quote or visit insure-
barkmeow.com/ads

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts available. Call: 855-
761-1725

Become a published author. We want to read your
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & distribution. Call
for free author’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Best satellite TV with 2 Year price guarantee!
$59.99/mo with 190 channels and 3 months free
premium movie channels! Free next day installation!
Call 888-605-3849

Diagnosed with lung cancer & 65+? You may qualify
for a substantial cash award. No obligation! We've
recovered millions. Let us help! Call 24/7 1-877-
707-5707

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB
Games! Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos
Stream on 20 devices at once. HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or higher.) No con-
tract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call
IVS 1-866-859-0405

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions ap-
ply. Promo Expires 12/31/24. 1-866-479-1516

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Don't let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover
the ideal solution for anyone who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned about a fall or wants to regain
access to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!
1-833-399-3595

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

Free high speed internet if qualified. Govt. pgm for
recipients of select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Survi-
vor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet. Android
tablet free w/one-time $20 copay. Free shipping.
Call Maxsip Telecom! 1-833-758-3892

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies,
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call
Today! 1-866-479-1516

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet.
Free Installation. Call 866-499-0141

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom
bath or shower in as little as one day. For a lim-
ited time, we're cutting installation costs in half and
offering a FREE safety upgrade! Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. Offer
ends 3/31/24 Call 1-844-501-3208

MobileHelp, America’s premier mobile medical alert
system. Whether you're home or away. For safety
& peace of mind. No long term contracts! Free bro-
chure! 1-888-489-3936

IIOLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER,
MARTIN, Etc. 1930's to 1980's. TOP DOLLAR
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a
FREE 7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase*
Call 1-855-948-6176 today to schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator. It's a power move.

Replace your roof withe best looking & longest last-
ing material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles
& multiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer up to 50% off install +
Additional 10% off install (military, health & 1st re-
sponders.) 1-833-370-1234

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring our free shower
package & $1600 off - limited time! Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage
system. Save money, reduce reliance on grid,
prepare for outages & power your home. Full instal-
lation services. $0 down financing option. Request
free no obligation quote. 1-877-539-0299

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancel-
lation ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare debt
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free info package &
learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive reviews. 833-308-1971

Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage at 1200 W. 35th St.,
773-247-3000,
is opening lockers: 3D3336 (Dan McNamara),
4C4202 (Johnny Gholston),
4C4263 (Alfred Golden),
3D3303 (Mark Jaroszewski),
3C3254 (Robert Trevino)
for public sale of miscellaneous items.
This sale is to be held on Thursday, February 29,
2024 at 2:00 pm. Cash only.

Notice of Public Sale

Honore Storage intends to enforce its lien
on certain self-service
Storage Spaces in default listed below
on the 28th of February, 2024 at
12:00 p.m. at www.storagetreasures.com
with the sale to conclude no earlier than 12:00 p.m.
007 Lenny Garcia
573C Earl Henry Lim
583 Marilee Rutherford
This public sale will result in the goods being sold
to the highest bidder. The winning bidder
must pay by cash at the time he/she is declared
the winning bidder. Certain terms
and conditions apply; see the Manager
for additional details.

Sleeping Room

Cook County - Chgo. N

Nice room w/ stove, fridge
& bath. Near ALDI,
Walgreens, beach, Red
Line & buses. Elevator &
Laundry. $149/wk and up.
773-275-4442

Cook County - Chgo. N

BIG ROOM with stove,
fridge, bath & nice wood
floors. Near Red Line &
Buses. Elevator & Laundry,
Shopping. $139/wk.
773-561-4970

Money
is a terrible
master

but an
excellent
servant.
- P.T. Barnum

EXTREME
ASH
4 JUNK CARS

i

r’\1
15T CHOICE SENIOR
HOMECARE, INC.

Mention this ad
and get an extra

$25 OFF
$600 up to
$5000 Estimate

781

Hands to Help, Hearts to Care
1st Choice SeniorHome Care, Inc.
(Non-medical) is actively hiring
qualified, compassionate caregivers
to care for seniors in their homes,
helping them with daily
living activities and ensuring
they are happy and safe.

In the Chicagoland area, call:
773-614-3697 or 224-399-6665

YLD ROIS
COLLECTIBLES

HowHees

Comic Books * Sports Cards
Hot Wheels - Model Kits
Guitars - Records, etc., etc.
and so on and so on

HONEST AL 773-968-5015

P& L

Construction Services, Inc.

Home Remodeling:

Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements & Exteriors
Commercial Services:

Office Remodeling, Tenant Improvements,
Commercial Doors & more

847-361-6306

www.plconstructionservicesinc.com

Ackermans
Accounting Service

Complete Income Tax Service
Bookkeeping & Accounting
(Individual - Corporation)

w G
SUPERIOR EYECARE
SINCE 1987
Making Eyeglasses in 1 Hour

10%
DISCOUNT

Mention
This Ad

Free Eye Exam with Purchase
of a Complete Pair of Glasses

4343 N. Pulaski Rd.
(773) 267-4610 (773) 383-2798
R2944@NETZERO.NET

Eye Exam with 3 Month Supply
of Acuvue Oasys sph only § 120

773-525-1601
2947 N. Broadway

Email superior.eyecare@gmail.com

To Advertise
Call 773-465 0

BATH REMODEL

— -
E— . 0 £,
. Call today and receive a g,

~— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
7~ PLUS $1600 OFF

SAFéé\W'STEI?

L WALK-IN TUB

B 1-855-417-1306
With purchase of/a new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous

walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

GENERAC GENERATORS

It’s not just

a generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 7-year warranty )

Allied Tax Practitioners
INDIVIDUAL & BUSINESS TAX PREPARATION
TAX ACCOUNTING - PAYROLL SERVICES

BUSINESS ENTITY SELECTION
BUSINESS CONSULTING

5214 N. Western Ave., Suite 201, Chicago, IL 60625
773-741-4600 | 773-29

951
dtaxpro.com

PAINTING

DADRASS mm

“ehwiing'| Painting
Interior & Exterior

312-834-3444

L Lo costSalibgnnall.oom

dtaxpro.com | ama@a

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

« FREE ESTIMATES
847-749-8227

847-291-9091
DADRASSPAINTING@YAH00.COM

Painting
by Victor

27 Years \
| of Experience I N G
l Interior & ”
Exterior Painting Ne 2 H )
Drywall Doctor by Da V’d f

(773) 732-4933

victor.painting@gmail.com

73-969-0766

WANTED TO BUY

TOOL LIQUIDATION

r I N - - - - 1
i TOOL I [LOVETO BUY YOUR
I LIQUIDATION | CAR ORTRUCK
I * Welder Generator I .
« Drain Rodder Will Pay $200 to $2,000
I . l;idgid Threading Machine I For the GOOd, Bad
* Tank Torch Set
I . Ridgid Plumbing Tools | or Ugly
1 |773-81 8-0808| I | AlsoClassic, Antique,
I 101supplyok@gmailcom | Hot Rod or Project Cars
L RECYCLED - CHEAP a Same Day
_—=—=—=s= Free Tow Away
$$ Paying Top Dollars $$
To Advertise For Classics &
Muscle Cars

Call 773-465-9700
CALL (773) 758-2928

THE WARMEST WINDOWS IN TOWN

+ Local Factory—All Products Manufactured Here in Chicago
+ American and European Thermal Vinyl Windows and Doors
« For Replacement, Remodel or New Construction

« Every Order Made to Contractor’s Specifications

+ Custom Color Matching to Coordinate with Building Accents
+ Tested and Certified, U-Factor & Energy Star Savings

+ Glass Options: Double, Triple, Safety, Highest Insulating

+ Double-Hung, Casement, Tilt & Turn, Patio & French Door
+ Bay & Bow, Large Picture Window, Awning, Slider

+ Quick Lead Times to Maintain Your Project Schedule

+ Customer Service in Multiple Languages

« Glass & Screen Repairs as Quick as Same Day

BE i (=) rhertek TFGIA l.i .%'.E

e
ADVANCED WINDOW CORP,

4935 W. Le Moyne St,
Chicago, IL 60651
773-379-3500
advancedwindow.com
cs@advancedwindow.com

Showroom Hours
Monday thru Friday 7:00 to 4:00
Saturday 7:00 to 12:00

=

s 1!

with qualifying purchase* -
valued at $735.

Call866-643-0438 to gn'i:
schedule your free quote! GENERAC '-_'_-_.’
——_— = &

GENERAC
e

“Terms and Conditions apply.

MAD Science Club
meeting Feb. 26

Budding scientists may join the Near North Library
Branch, 310 W. Division St., on select Mondays from 3:30
p.m.to 5 p.m. for stories, crafts, experiments and science
lessons as part of their MAD Science Club.

The program is recommended for children ages 6-13.

Registration is recommended but not required. For
more information contact the Near North Library at 312-
744-0991.

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT INSIDEONLINE.COM

Little Sisters Trivia night March 2

The Little Sisters of the Poor are hosting Travinia Trivia
With a Twist fundraiser, 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Saturday, March 2
at St. Mary’s Home, at 2325 N. Lakewood Ave.

Bring your picnic, gather your team of friends, and en-
joy an outdoor evening of trivia fun.

Trivia questions will begin promptly at 5:30 p.m. Tickets
are $30 in advance, prices will increase to $50 at the door.
So make a reservation.

Trivia night Feb. 24 to fund school trip

Pilgrim Lutheran School’s is hosting their annual Trivia
Night 6 p.m. Friday, Feb. 24, at 4300 N. Winchester Ave.

There will be a 50-50 raffle and a $500 cash prize for
the winning team. To reserve a table, pre-order beer and
pizza, and more, visit https:/pilgrimlutheran.schoolauc-
tion.net. Proceeds go towards the Pilgrim School 7th
Grade Class to fund their educational trip to Washington,
D.C. next year.
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SHELTER fromp. 1

have been approved by [City Hall] and
Cornerstone.”

Cornerstone  Community  Outreach
[CCO] is an Uptown-based homeless shel-
ter and non-profit organization that is part
of the Jesus People USA. For decades they
have provided shelter for single women, sin-
gle men, intact families and single parent/
guardian families. Their services include
casework, three meals a day, food pantry,
and a free store with donated clothes, baby
and household items.

CCO is also applying for $4.5 million in
TIF to operate the shelter. TIF funds are
generated by property taxes collected in
a designated district. The financial sup-
port for the shelter will actually be coming
from nearby property owners and tenant
leaseholders.

When Clay ran for alderman, she iden-
tified homelessness as one of her priori-
ties. “I believe that addressing this crisis

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

includes support for homeless neighbors
to live and grow in our ward,” she said. “I
recognize that the 46th Ward alone cannot
solve our City’s homeless crisis, and it is
my commitment to continue working with
colleagues to advocate for and implement
citywide solutions. Our City’s homeless is-
sue... cannot solely be the responsibility of
the 46th Ward.”

The shelter will be opening in the middle
of a burgeoning business district, where ex-
isting local businesses may be affected.

Community concerns include a return to
a former policy of concentrating poverty in
Uptown. Right now Uptown has four other
homeless shelters receiving city funding in
the same general area, and six in total.

Of Chicago’s 77 community areas, only
25 of them have shelters funded by the city.
Of the 52 communities with no city-funded
shelters, they include all North Side com-
munities but for Rogers Park, the Near
North Side, Edgewater and Lake View, who
all have only one each. The Uptown com-

munity has the most city-funded homeless
shelters in the entire city.

In the 1960s, the blocks in central Up-
town between Montrose and Lawrence,
east of Clark St., were among the most
densely-populated in Chicago. For much
of the 1950s, 60s, 70s, and 80s poor White
migrants from Appalachia and the South
were the most visible population of the
neighborhood.

While early research on concentrated
poverty often focused mainly on Black
inner-city poverty, in Uptown, highly con-
centrated areas of urban poverty had be-
come more ethnically diverse.

In post World War II America, concen-
trated poverty became an issue of concern
due to concurrent problems of crime, wel-
fare, substance abuse and dependency,
non-marital  childbearing, unfavorable
healthcare, poor education, and a lack of
available jobs and work that are most prev-
alent in high-poverty areas.

Planning theories on poverty over the

post-war eras had partly revolved around
an examination of people’s social net-
works, and in geographically-rooted is-
sues for those who lived in high poverty
neighborhoods. It was believed that areas
of concentrated poverty provided less so-
cial capital to link people in need to good
jobs, education, and other public and pri-
vate resources. Poor people living in disad-
vantaged neighborhoods often have to cope
not only with their own poverty, but also
with the problems that accompany poverty
of so many of their neighbors.

And in response, over multiple genera-
tions, politicians have many times exploit-
ed the poor and destitute by tying their
daily subsistence, housing and health care
to government-provided resources, thereby
creating a solid political base of those who
had become overly dependent on govern-
ment-managed and funded benevolence.

DEPAUL fromp. 1

that Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce snuck
into the balcony seats after the game start-
ed but I did not see them.

In the game, the DePaul Rams fell be-
hind 10-2 midway through the first quarter.
Their shots were not falling. Mount Carmel
scored inside early. Two things that typi-
cally do not happen. The Rams typically
own the first quarter and give up very few
points inside. Here they trailed 14-8 at the
end of the first quarter.

“They kept their composure. We talked
about it. We have been there before. We
are 13-1 in the playoffs the last two years.
They have seen everything from down
twelve with 2:50 to go to double overtime
and overtime at Leo. They have seen a lot.
It’s a 32-minute game,” said DePaul Prep
head coach Tom Kleinschmidt.

The Rams rallied in the second quarter

City to the
[L.ake to the

with stellar defense holding the Caravan to
five points and going into halftime tied at
19-19. This would be one of those games
decided in the last minute.

In the second half, the Rams came out
of the gate scoring, opening a seven-point
lead at one point in the third quarter. But
Mount Carmel is too good to go away qui-
etly. The Caravan’s best player, Angelo
Ciaravino, the fourth ranked player in the
class of 2024, made his presence felt scor-
ing 14 of his 18 points in the second half.

“We did a poor job on [Ciaravino] late.
We had some poor execution defensively.
He is that good of a player. He going to the
Big Ten for a reason,” Kleinschmidt said.

The game was tied at 38 each late. The
defenses were tough. A steal by DeP-
aul Prep’s PJ Chambers led to a foul that
stopped Chambers from a layup. The gym
screamed for an intentional foul as Mount
Carmel’s player wrapped up Chambers

with both arms. Chambers free throw gave
the Rams a one-point lead.

Mount Carmel’s Ciaravino fifth foul
caused another stoppage and a blizzard
condemnation from the Caravan’s head
coach Phil Segroves.

Two more free throws by sophomore
forward Rashawn Porter gave the Rams a
three-point lead.

The Caravan had the ball down three
points and a chance to tie the game with a
little over 10 seconds to play. Point guard
Noah Mister drove the lane, his right foot
slide, he put his left for down, leaned back
picking up his right foot, then shot the ball
which went in.

A whistle rang out, and the gym collec-
tively groaned thinking it was a shooting
foul and Mister would have a chance to tie
the game.

No. The call was traveling. The ref
waived off for basket. DePaul Prep got the
ball.

The Rams held on in the final few sec-
onds winning 41-38 to secure the Chicago
Catholic League championship for the first
time since the 2018-2019 season.

Their sole Catholic League champion-
ship since the Gordon Tech days.

“First goal is done, yes,” said Klein-
schmidt of the championship. “It’s every-
thing. It’s the best league in the state by

far. One of the best in the Midwest. There
are a couple places to be greedy in bas-
ketball. Winning, winning it all and at the
free throw line you get greedy. We are ex-
tremely proud of being undefeated in the
best league in the state and one of the best
in the Midwest. 27-2, just tied a school re-
cord.”

“We just took what they gave us,” said
DePaul Prep’s leading scorer, senior for-
ward Chambers, with 20 points.

“It was very important to win the Catho-
lic League. Coach [Kleinschmidt] was very
clear on what it means to win the Catholic
League championship by ourselves. It’s so
nice to win it all by ourselves.”

Technically, the Rams had secured at
least a three way share of the Champion-
ship with Brother Rice’s defeat of Mount
Carmel the previous Friday.

What’s the second goal?

“State baby!” Chambers said. The Rams
enter the IHSA 3A division state champi-
onship tournament in early March. They
opened in the Carmel Catholic regional
in Mundelein on Tuesday, after deadline.
As the number one seed, the Rams will
initially face the winner of the Grayslake
North and Amundsen and then the winner
of Wauconda and Carmel Catholic.

ADVANCE

YOUR

CAREER

This is how to live in Chicago!

Retire with confidence in the city and a
location you love — just steps from
Lake Michigan's Foster Beach.

The Admiral at the Lake is a not-for-profit
Life Plan Community that offers the

Paralegal Studies Certificate

= Become anintegral member of the

carefree, vibrant and active lifestyle you
want today with the peace of mind of on-site
care should your needs change tomorrow.

If you need a bit of support to continue living
a life of fulfillment and joy, we have immediate
availability in Assisted Living and Memory Support.

Contact us today.

866.560.3497 | admiral.kendal.org

THE

ADMIRAL

AT THE LAKE——

929 W. Foster Avenue | Chicago, IL 60640
A KENDAL AFFILIATE @é*”nuum@=

legal team.

= |earn core paralegal skills needed to
be successful.

LEARN MORE AT A
FREE INFO SESSION
FEBRUARY 27TH

go.depaul.edu/paralegal

LUNIVERSITY
PG RND
AL STUIDMES



