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Mansion Tax update: Judge backs
landlords over City Hall, mayor

Attack on North Side,
Downtown real estate
stopped by Judge Burke

BY DON DEBAT
The Home Front

The “Mansion Tax”—Mayor
Brandon Johnson’s cornerstone
initiative to solve Chicago’s
homeless problem—is suddenly a
back-porch issue.

A referendum on the issue was
invalidated last Friday by a Cook
County judge and will not be
counted on the March 19th Pri-
mary Election ballot. The court
action sparks a major defeat for
the homeless initiative—called
“Bring Chicago Home”—along

with Mayor Johnson, his Demo-
cratic Socialist City Council
members and other backers.

Still in his first year in office,
Johnson’s job approval numbers
have cratered, down to about 21%
in one local poll.

The Feb. 23 ruling by Cook
County Judge Kathleen Burke
sided with wealthy business and
real-estate lobbying interests who
oppose the measure. The referen-
dum question is still on the Chi-
cago election ballots which were
already printed and distributed.
However, any votes on it made
through mail-in or early voting
won’t be counted—at least for the
time being, while an appeal of the
ruling is considered.

Judge Burke declared that the
Mayor and his allies had illegally
placed the measure on the March
primary election ballot.

The referendum, which sup-
porters describe as the “Mansion
Tax,” called for increasing trans-
fer taxes tied to the sale of all
properties—not just luxury real
estate—that sell in excess of $1
million.

But the judge ruled that the
ballot measure would have im-
properly allowed Chicagoans to
vote on whether to raise taxes on
some, while at the same time cut-
ting taxes for others, making it
unclear to voters which measure
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Lurie Children’s Hospital hit
with privacy class action over cyberattack

Lurie Children’s Hospital of
Chicago, 225 E. Chicago Ave., is
facing a class action lawsuit for
allegedly failing to protect the
private information of its patients
during a cyberattack that began
on Jan. 31, exposing them to al-
leged identity theft, fraudulent
credit card charges and difficul-
ties in communicating with health
care providers.

The lawsuit was filed Feb. 16
in Cook County Circuit Court by
a named plaintiff identified only
as Jane Doe, along with her child,
who was a Lurie’s patient.

The complaint accuses the hos-
pital of not adequately safeguard-
ing patient’s personal identifying
information and health informa-

tion, leading to unauthorized ac-
cess and potential misuse of the
sensitive data.

The ransomware attack result-
ed in the crippling of many of Lu-
rie’s systems for weeks, including
its email, phone and online chart
systems. According to published
reports, the attack had far reach-
ing effects, as Lurie serves as a
hub for pediatric care for hun-
dreds of thousands of patients.

The lawsuit alleges that a week
before Lurie publicly announced
the attack, she was allegedly the
victim of identity theft, suffering
fraudulent purchases on her cred-
it cards. She further alleges the
long-running attack hampered her
ability to interact with the doctors

and care givers for her child, who
has disabilities, according to the
complaint.

The lawsuit levels counts of
negligence, invasion of privacy
and breach of fiduciary duty
against Lurie, along with accus-
ing the hospital of violations of
Illinois’ consumer fraud law.

The lawsuit seeks unspeci-
fied damages, including punitive
damages and attorney fees. The
complaint notes Lurie has treated
hundreds of thousands of patients
and employs thousands of work-
ers, all of whom could have been
impacted by the data breach, ac-
cording to the complaint.

Burglar breaks into a dozen cars

on one Lincol

BY CWBCHICAGO

At least a dozen car owners
are footing repair bills after their
cars were burglarized along a
short stretch of Stockton Dr. in
Lincoln Park.

Stockton is the street that
winds through the park west of
North Pond between Fullerton
and Diversey. In a neighborhood
filled with short streets and tall
buildings, many local car owners
have come to rely on Stockton’s
free parking spaces.

But thieves find rows of cars
lining the somewhat secluded
street to be tempting targets.

“Checked on my car at 6 p.m.
[Tuesday], everything was fine,”
a reader told this reporter. “Just
walked out during lunch today
and was shocked to see not only
my window busted, but 5 or 6
cars in a row with the same rear
passenger window busted out.”

Remarkably, the car owner said
a Chicago police officer showed
up when he called to report the

—

n Park street

Video images show two of at least a dozen cars that were burglarized on
Stockton Dr. in Lincoln Park last week.

break-in, although it took about
two hours for them to arrive.
“Basically told me there’s noth-
ing we can do even though there
was clearly blood on my car from
the break-in,” the victim said.
“The second officer that came
to the scene was super helpful
and empathetic. He even told
me he wished they could test the
blood on my car but due to lim-
ited resources, officers, etc they

would be unable to do so. I heard
that verbatim on the radio call he
made.”

“I understand there’s clearly
bigger issues to worry about, but
to pay taxes, have this happen,
and not even get a test done was
just ridiculous. Elections have
consequences.”

The car owner said his towing
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New hotel ready to rise in Old Town

With the crash of the conven-
tion and meeting business, and
downturn in tourism in Chicago,
it has been a rough last four years
for the hotel and lodging industry
in Chicago. Over those years some
of the biggest, most venerable ho-
tels in town - from the Palmer
House to Ambassador East, to JW
Marriott Chicago Downtown -
have suffered, being foreclosed or
slipping into bankruptcy after the
government-imposed economic
lockdown in 2021.

But there is a sign of hope ris-
ing in Old Town in a new 12-story
hotel project that is moving for-
ward.

The long talked about new 203-
room hotel at 1528 N. Wells St. is
once again progressing, as indi-
cated by a recent demolition per-
mit issued for the site’s remaining

structure.

The demolition started long ago
when the O’Brien’s Restaurant
was closed and and then its build-
ing demolished in Aug. 2017.

O’Brien’s plans to be back in
business as part of the new bou-
tique hotel slated for the site. That
hotel project, which was first ap-
proved by the Chicago Plan Com-
mission in June 2016, will include
two single-family homes.

Now the last building that
needs to come down is a three-
story building at 1520 N. Wells
St. The new 151-foot tall hotel re-
ceived its initial foundation per-
mit in Oct. 2022, with McHugh
Construction listed as the general
contractor. It is being developed
by Condor Partners, and will be
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River North Design District named
best in Chicago, two years in a row

Modern Luxury Interiors Chi-
cago recently released their “Best
of Design” issue and many River
North Design District [RNDD]
members make the list.

For the second year in a row,
RNDD won in the category of
“Best Design District/City.” In
a released statement the RNDD
said they are “proud of how far
our design district has come since
forming 10 years ago. We went
from a small group of 10 compa-
nies to a full fledged design com-

munity with over 80 members
and growing. We can’t thank the
Chicago design community and
our members enough for helping
us get here.”

Yhe RNDD will be hosing
a public event 6 p.m. Tuesday,
March 5 titled Designing with
Color with JC Licht, Liaison
Technology Group and Luxe In-
teriors + Design. The event is be-
ing held at Oscar Isberian Rugs,
120 W. Kinzie St.
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By Thomas J. O'Gorman

It’s just a few weeks before St.
Patrick’s Day and I'm flooded
with memories of substance. The
kind that never leave you.

Most are the result of the gran-
deur and solemnity in which the
Irish around me have commemo-
rated the feast.

In Visitation Parish on the
city’s South Side, around St. Pat-
rick’s Day our grammar school
often resembled, in many ways,
Mickey Rooney and Judy Gar-
land trying to put on a theatrical
show in a barn.

The arrival of St. Patrick’s Day
always had a dramatic affect on
us. First, it was a school-free day
brimming with customs, harmo-
ny and great vittles.

Like Christmas it arrived with
it own pre fixe menu of roast
leg of lamb with savory stuff-
ing, homemade Irish soda bread,
creamed onions, buttered cab-
bage and mashed spuds. The per-
fect holiday feast.

Music and laughter then wed-
ded to family stories hilariously
shared as the butter crust apple
tart was served.
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St. Patrick’s Day at Visitation Parish
was somewhere between Grand Opera and a donneybrook

But by the arrival of the actual
day of March 17 we students were
exhausted after an entire month
of dramatic Bob Fosse-like theat-
rical preparations for our student
body’s annual week-long Irish
pageant. It was also an event to
bring pride to our princely pastor,
Monsignor Richard F. Wolfe, who
had once, himself, been pastor at
Old St. Patrick’s.

All 2500 students were in-
volved in this annual celebration
of the Irish saint. His feast shaped
a great production every year. You
know, entertainment with wide
Irish cultural outreach and ap-
peal. In the era of Carmel Quinn
and Arthur Godfrey, before the
musical rise of the Chieftains.

What else would you expect
from a staff of 100 Dominican
nuns and our massive student
population of Baby Boomers?

Every night for the full week
before St. Patrick’s Day a differ-
ent classroom from each school
grade-level starred in the musical
production. With 50 to 60 stu-
dents per class it was a true Ce-
cil B. DeMille extravaganza. In
many contours of the stage it was
pure vaudeville.

First graders might dance or
sing an Irish Lullaby. Second
graders might recite a Yeats
poem. Third graders might re-
enact an Irish folk tale. Fourth
graders might sing a hymn. Some
grade always recreated the life of
St. Patrick, himself, or other Irish
saints. Someone might even enact
a tribute to the Irish horse. All
the way up to the eighth graders
who might do some Irish farmer’s
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dance in homemade costumes.
You get the picture.

The programs repeated the
same skits each night. Only the
classroom of student performers
changed.

I'm sure the nuns who taught
us were pulling their hair out.
Thank God they wore veils. It was
Summer Stock on crack.

Somewhere in the show, usu-
ally the finale, everyone joined in
“All Praise to St. Patrick.” A very
traditional Irish tune every pa-
rishioner worth their soul sang. It
was like our version of “Take me
out to the Ballgame.”

In fact, the whole production
was like our parish’s 7th inning
stretch. A Spring awakening after
the long snowy winter. And our
student body was the star talent.
You didn’t even have to be Irish
to be in it.

This production was performed
in the parish’s Auditorium, an ele-
gant first-rate theater stage venue
better than the Shubert Theater
downtown. State of the art for the
1950s. So the lighting, sound sys-
tem and spacious seating ensured
the two-hour production’s suc-
cess. And with close to 3,000 stu-
dents enrolled in the school, over
the years the show had standing
room only crowds every night.

Mae Kennedy Kane was the
impresario of the event. She op-
erated a school of Irish dance on
79th St. and often came into our
classrooms to teach music. We
also had two nuns who taught mu-
sic. They were usually dragged in
for teaching much of the religious
music. Or supplying some student
who played the Oboe, the Record-
er or an Irish Flute.

Mae Kennedy Kane worked
with the classes who would be
doing Irish step dancing. You can
only imagine how happy older
boys were with this. And for the
actual production everyone had to
wear makeup. Making everyone
look like one of the Munsters.

This annual showcase was hec-
tic and extravagant. Filled with
Irish mayhem. Somewhere be-
tween Grand Opera and a donny-
brook. And it was also filled with
the lost memories of a genera-

tion of folk who had crossed the
ocean with the hope of becoming
Americans.

Of course it was corny. As
families watched their children
perform, they only saw the lights
of Broadway in action. The tunes
of Bing Crosby, Rogers and Ham-
merstein, and St. Thomas Aqui-
nas in dazzling childhood array.

All the Chicago ingredients
were there. Politics, city employ-
ment, American assimilation,
neighborhood gossip and the
beauty of Mayor Richard J. Da-
ley’s Chicago.

The audience made room for
the whole neighborhood. Every
grandparent. Aunt. Uncle. Fa-
miliar faces from Sunday Mass.
Local politicians, aldermen, ward
committeemen, judges galore,
members of the Illinois Senate all
huddled together with policemen,
firemen, bus drivers and grocers.

All proud urban parents beam-
ing as their child, maybe reluc-
tantly, kicked the air and spun on
their heels.

It was always hard to imagine
that after all the rehearsing and
practicing, we actually looked
good and sounded angelic. With
our ragtag company of actors,
singers, lip syncers and dancers
showing how proud we were to
be Irish. Before the shabby days
of green beer and leprechaun tat-
toos. Green hair and memories
no longer smelling the sea air of
Irish living or the nostalgia that
ached for political independence.

We will always have our show-
stopping St. Patrick’s Day tunes.
Our soft, sweet poetry and our
foot-stomping dance steps of an
Irish jig or a reel. Who could ever
forget Mae Kennedy Kane?

No wonder it led a generation
of voters away from the White
House of Mamie and Ike, delight-
ing in Jack and Jackie’s move to
Pennsylvania Ave.

We could all feel the dawn of a
new age begin when Mayor Daley
brought JFK to Chicago to show
off an Irish American superstar
of wit and inspiration. He was so
good, he could have joined in our
pageant.

In those days, the Mayor of Chi-
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cago had just the right songs and
dances to lead Americans by hu-
mor and intelligence. All of which
appears to be rare commodities
these days in Chicago. Especially
this close to St. Patrick’s Day.

PAPAL EMBRACE: When
Cardinal Blase Cupich met
privately with Pope Francis, he
made sure to bring Chicago Chef
Bruno Abate along. Chef Bruno
has spent a significant part of the
last 14 years training residents of
Cook County Jail in the secrets of
his kitchen, making employment
outside of jail a real possibility.

The Pope loved the concept
and the very positive results. Chef
Bruno was born in Italy and gave
Pope Francis a beautiful Madonna
in Bas Relief. The chef’s outreach
is just what the pope’s been look-
ing for. Cardinal Cupich has seen
first hand during his Cook Coun-
ty Jail visits, back home, the value
of the program known as “Recipe
for Change.”

LINE UP: As always, Down-
town Ald. Brendan Reilly has
invited one and all to march with
him in the St. Patricks Day Pa-
rade, March 16, located in slot
#42. Ask any parade marshal,
Reilly’s crowd of marchers is al-
ways well-attended.

WHEN THE MOON HITS
YOUR EYE: Professor Pizza,
well-known pizza creator at sev-
eral famed Chicago hot spots, is
now taking over the space previ-
ously occupied by Roots Quad
Cities Pizza on Wells St. next to
Second City. Anthony Scardino
is a veteran Chicago pizzaiolo
known as Professor Pizza.

TRES BON: Parisian brasse-
rie La Grande Boucherie, River
North, is a true French restaurant
trying to reach out to Chicago’s
lovers of Cuisine Francois that is
both genuine and affordable. They

ST. PATRICK’S see p. 8
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Mayor, City sue oil and gas
companies for ‘Climate Deception’

Taxpayers expected

to fund frivolous lawsuit
with radical climate justice
at heart of complaint

Last week Mayor Brandon
Johnson announced that the City
of Chicago is suing six oil and
gas corporations and their larg-
est trade association for deceiv-
ing Chicago consumers about the
climate dangers associated with
their products.

Filed in the Circuit Court of
Cook County, the complaint
names BP, Chevron, Conoco

during heavy rains, Chicago still
floods.

Issues that affect urban flood-
ing are land use and transportation
decisions that increase impervi-
ous surfaces, such as parking lots,
roofs, and roads. These heavily
influence stormwater volumes.

In the Chicago region, all coun-
ties have established minimum
standards for stormwater man-
agement, limiting the amount of
stormwater runoff generated by
new development or redevelop-
ment, according to Chicago Met-
ropolitan Agency for Planning.

gas industry intentionally misled
Chicago residents about climate
change-related dangers associ-
ated with their oil and gas prod-
ucts. Fanning reactionary climate
fears, the Johnson administration
is predicting some sort of local
climate armageddon saying cli-
mate change could result in some
“catastrophic impacts on our
city.”

Of course the Earth’s climate is
always changing and even during
the past 100,000 years earth was
warmer. In Chicago the climate
has been warming ever since the
last Ice Age, about 120,000

Phillips, Exxon Mobil, Phil-
lips 66, Shell, and the Ameri-
can Petroleum Institute as
Defendants.

The case might look good
to radical climate activists,
but appears to be frivolous in
that these giant international
energy companies conduct
business on a global scale, and
therefore would be protected
under the Commerce Clause
in the U.S. Constitution.

The “Commerce Clause”
refers to Article 1, Section 8,
Clause 3 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion, which gives Congress the
power to regulate commerce
with foreign nations, among

“The challenge of our time is
developing technologies and
public policies so that the world
can produce and use energy in
ways that are sustainable for

the planet while being

affordable to people. It should

not be figuring out how to

creatively plead lawsuits that

seek to monetize climate

change, will raise the cost of

energy on American families
and businesses, and provide no
solutions,” said Phil Goldberg.

years ago, and the warming
has gradually intensified with
lots of variations over the last
100,000 years. It reached its
maximum about 18,000 years
ago. The warming melt-down
was much more rapid, oc-
curring between 18,000 and
about 6000 years ago, long
before the modern oil refin-
ing industry.

(In 1850 the first modern
U.S. refinery was built in
Pittsburgh. This new technol-
ogy quickly replaced whale
oil as the preferred fuel for
lamps and lighting, and may
have been the primary action
taken to save whales from ex-

states, and with the Native
American Indian tribes. The U.S.
Constitution is the highest law in
America and generally trumps
municipal ordinances that could
have any impact on the conduct
of cross-border commerce.
“There is no justice without ac-
countability,” said Mayor John-
son of the lawsuit. “From the
unprecedented poor air quality
that we experienced last summer
to the basement flooding that our
residents experienced, the conse-
quences of this crisis are severe,
as are the costs of surviving them.
That is why we are seeking to hold
these Defendants accountable.”
Chicago was built along a maze
of rivers and marshy wetlands,
created by receding glaciers from
the last Ice Age, and flooding has
been an issue ever since. Despite
engineering feats over the years
to confine water to the rivers and
lakes by reversing the flow of
the Chicago River, raising build-
ings to lay original sewer pipes
and the 1975 Tunnel and Reser-
voir Plan to capture excess water

Pertaining to last summer’s
air quality, smoke from Cana-
dian wildfires drifted into the
Midwest and East Coast, trigger-
ing the highest air quality index
levels in the Chicago area in at
least 24 years.

More than 120 fires in Canada
were ignited by lightning in just
one day.

Still Chicago’s air quality today
is better today than it has been for
generations, since the Industrial
Revolution.

While offering no evidence,
the Mayor’s complaint alleges a
history of knowledge and decep-
tion around their products’ role
in causing climate change and
lists 10 causes of action, (Fail-
ure to Warn, Negligence, Public
Nuisance, Civil Conspiracy, Un-
just Enrichment, and violations
of Chicago’s municipal codes
concerning Consumer Fraud and
Misrepresentations in Connec-
tion with Sale or Advertisement
of Merchandise).

The mayor claims the oil and

tinction.)

Striking during the time period
known as the Pleistocene Epoch,
the Ice Age in Chicago started
about 2.6 million years ago and
lasted until roughly 11,000 years
ago. Like all the others, the most
recent Ice Age brought a series of
glacial advances and retreats.

In fact, the truth is that Chica-
goland is technically still in an
Ice Age. The current interglacial
period began around 10,000 years
ago, long before the industrial rev-
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Ald. Reilly criticizes Mayor
after he bailed out on interview

BY CHICAGO CITY WIRE

North Side Ald. Brendan Reilly
[42nd] criticized Chicago Mayor
Brandon Johnson as “incompe-
tent,” after reports that the mayor
walked out on an editorial board
interview with the Chicago Sun-
Times.

Reilly posted the comments on
X, Feb. 21. “He isn’t addressing
crime. His mismanagement of
the migrant crisis is inexcusable.
He can’t even complete an edito-
rial board interview with the Sun-
Times. But, by all means, let’s
trust this guy with another $100
million tax hike so he can ‘fix
more things.”

Johnson scheduled an editorial
board meeting over Zoom with
the Sun-Times for Feb. 19, but it
“ended abruptly” after Johnson’s
press secretary Ronnie Reese “in-
sisted the entire session be off the
record (and) Editorial Page editor
Lorraine Forte refused to accept
those unprecedented terms,” the
Sun-Times reported. “Johnson’s
communication missteps  ap-
pear to have exhausted the bank

of goodwill with the reporters
who cover him — and, in turn,
has kept the public in the dark
about what his administration is
doing. Johnson allowed Reese to
make the argument for him and
never said a word before signing
off from the Zoom session,” the
newspaper said.

Meanwhile, at last week’s City
Council meeting, Ald. Reilly in-
troduced an ordinance for consid-
eration on a Real Estate Transfer
Tax Reduction [RETT] Ordi-
nance that would affect all prop-
erties in Chicago valued under
$1,000,000.

This legislation would reduce
the RETT from the current 0.75%
to 0.60%, regardless of the out-
come of the upcoming ballot
referendum. It is the same tax
decrease in the Bring Chicago
Home referendum.

Ald. Reilly represents the 42nd
Ward, which includes Chicago’s
Central Business District. He has
lived in downtown Chicago since
1997, currently residing in the
River North neighborhood with
his wife.

olution and founding of Chicago.
Before then, most humans lived
in the Southern Hemisphere. The
Chicagoland area was a mostly
unknown wilderness.

“We share Chicago’s desire to
address the challenge of climate
change, but this litigation is not
the type of action that is going to
lead to meaningful solutions. It
has no legal merit, which is why
federal courts have already re-
jected similar cases,” said Manu-
facturers’ Accountability Project
special counsel Phil Goldberg.
“The challenge of our time is
developing technologies and pub-
lic policies so that the world can
produce and use energy in ways
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that are sustainable for the planet
while being affordable to people.
It should not be figuring out how
to creatively plead lawsuits that
seek to monetize climate change,
will raise the cost of energy on
American families and business-
es, and provide no solutions.”

But some climate activists say
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Lake View’s Century Mall

now up for sale

Built in 1920 as a vaudeville
stage, and converted in 1970 into
a movie theater, it is one of the
last vertical retail malls left on
the North Side. And now the Cen-
tury Mall can be yours.

New Jersey-based Bon Aviv In-
vestments has hired JLL brokers
to sell the 175,000-square-foot
building at 2828 N. Clark St., re-
ported CoStar. The Century Mall
rises eight levels offer retail, en-
tertainment and medical spaces,
along with what’s been one of its
most valuable assets, a parking
garage for 400 cars. The mall was
last renovated in 2000, according
to the listing.
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www.kanecountyfleamarket.com
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Century Mall, 2828 N. Clark St.

Bon Aviv, a firm backed by
Israeli investors, paid $17.5 mil-
lion for the property in 2010. It’s
unclear how much the company
expects to fetch in a sale.

JLL is playing up the listing as
an opportunity to own a unique
retail asset in a bustling part of
the city, with a chance to increase
revenue by filling the 47,000
square feet of vacant space in the
building. The top two floors are
occupied by LA Fitness, while
other tenants include Landmark
Century Cinema, occupying the
fourth through sixth floors, and
an Aveda Institute cosmetology
school.

The offering is being made
in a tough time for commercial
deals due to high interest rates,
high taxes, a glut of commercial
space that has cratered real estate
values, and broader concerns
about the economy. But its loca-
tion on the border of Lincoln Park
and Lake View, along with its
vast off-street parking does add
certain value.
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they were actually voting on.

Mayor Johnson and his sup-
porters say they plan to appeal the
ruling. But it is not clear how the
city and supporters of the referen-
dum can appeal the ruling, as they
were not named as defendants in
the lawsuit. Judge Burke specifi-
cally denied the request by

Despite the setback, Mayor
Johnson vowed to “explore every
legal option available” to give the
Chicago City Council the power
to spike taxes on city homes and
commercial buildings valued at
more than $1 million.

Opponents of changing the tax
structure include: the Building
Owners and Managers Assn. of

fer tax will jeopardize investment
in the city, increasing transactions
costs, and decreasing funds for
renovation,” said Michael Mini,
executive vice president of the
Chicagoland Apartment Assn.
Here are facts offered from
opponents on the impact of the
proposed new transfer tax on
commercial properties:
¢ More than $500 mil-

the city to intervene in the
court fight to defend the
referendum.

The city had attempted
to argue that the challeng-
ers had named the wrong
defendant by suing the Chi-
cago Board of Elections,
and not the city or Mayor
Johnson directly.

As written, the tax would
have hit Downtown and the
North Side hardest, since
that’s where the majority

According to the Kroll Bonding

Rating Agency, Chicago tops

a nationwide list for troubled
office building loans at 22.7%.
If enacted, Mayor Johnson’s
proposed transfer-tax hike could
eventually backfire to actually

reduce the city’s affordable
housing stock, especially if the tax
is not adjusted for inflation.

lion in property-tax bur-
den could be shifted from
commercial office and
retail buildings to home
and small apartment build-
ing owners, and force a
real estate tax hike rang-
ing from 10% to 20%. On a
typical $250,000 bungalow
this would mean a tax bill
increase of $450 to $900.

e The new transfer tax
also will put upward pres-
sure on apartment rents,

of million dollar properties
are.

Under the most recent propos-
al, buyers of properties valued at
more than $1.5 million would pay
a transfer tax of 3% —an over-the-
moon quadrupling of the fee. So,
if the property were valued at $2
million, the tax would be a whop-
ping $60,000.

The latest proposal, designed
to appeal to the city’s bungalow
belt, would cut the transfer tax
for properties valued at under $1
million to 0.60%. So, if a home
was valued at $500,000 the buy-
er’s transfer tax would only be
$3,000.

The current Chicago transfer
tax calls for the buyer to pay a
flat 0.75%, or $7.50 per $1,000
of sales price. Sellers pay $3 per
$1,000 of the property’s value,
along with $1.50 per $1,000 to
the state of Illinois, and 50¢ per
$1,000 to Cook County.

Under Mayor Johnson’s “Bring
Chicago Home” proposal, 100%
of an estimated $163 million in
additional buyer taxes reportedly
would be earmarked for the fight
against homelessness over 12
months, though supporters never
said exactly where and how the
money would have been spent.

That’s on top of the roughly
$62.6 million in transfer taxes on
$1-million-plus sales collected in
2022 by the city under the exist-
ing tax structure.

7109 N. Clark St.
773-681-0689
Pick-Up and Delivery

Pastas - Salads - Burgers - Sandwiches * Desserts

Chicago (BOMA), the Chicago-
land Apartment Assn., the Neigh-
borhood Building Owners Alli-
ance and Illinois Realtors.

The luxury tax would lower
prices and reduce sales volume,
especially Downtown and in lake-
front neighborhoods—such as the
Gold Coast, Near North Side,
Lincoln Park, Old Town, Lakev-
iew and Edgewater, the Illinois
Realtors say.

“This referendum would be a
backdoor property tax on all Chi-
cagoans, and it is important that
our elected officials not mislead
voters otherwise,” said Farzin
Parang, head of BOMA, an office
building trade group.

Maxica Williams, board presi-
dent of the Chicago Coalition
of the Homeless, said: “We are
outraged that this small minor-
ity of wealthy real estate interests
would rather spend thousands of
dollars on legal fees to preserve
a brutally unjust status quo, than
pay their fair share in taxes.”

Real estate experts predict that
downtown commercial office
buildings, some of which cur-
rently are 50% vacant, will drop
in assessed value. Chicago office
properties now have the highest
vacancy rate in 75 years—enough
space to fill 16 Willis Towers. So
this is not a good time to pile on
more taxes.

“The proposed real estate trans-
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which already rose an aver-
age of 6.4% on new 2023 leases.

e Downtown office buildings
could lose up to 50% of their
market value. In 2022, downtown
office buildings paid more than
$1-billion in property taxes.

Paul Vallas, an advisor for the
Illinois Policy Institute, and a for-
mer mayoral candidate, noted that
Chicago already has the second
highest commercial property tax
in the nation.

According to the Kroll Bond-
ing Rating Agency, Chicago tops
a nationwide list for troubled of-
fice building loans at 22.7%.

If enacted, Mayor Johnson’s
proposed transfer-tax hike could
eventually backfire to actually
reduce the city’s affordable hous-
ing stock, especially if the tax is
not adjusted for inflation.

Thousands of North Side small
apartment buildings are owned by
“Ma and Pa” middle-class people
and senior citizens, who frequent-
ly charge under-market affordable
rents. While a growing number of
those properties may be valued at
more than $1-million, the build-
ings really represent the middle-
class owner’s retirement nest egg.

And with appreciation and in-
flation, over time, more and more
properties will grow to rise above
$1 million in value. The math
can’t be avoided, at some point
in the future, almost all Chicago
real estate will attain a level to get
penalized with the mayor’s tax.
Without indexing to inflation, in
time every Chicago resident will
suffer under Mayor Johnson’s
tax.

Experts say Cook County
Assessor Fritz Kaegi may have
to institute a new model for
assessing $1-million-plus homes
to compensate for falling market
values and the hefty burden of the
added layer of taxes.

The new tax was strongly
backed by Mayor Johnson, City
Hall’s Democrat Socialists, The
Chicago Teacher’s Union and
other far left-wing organizations,
so this fight appears far from
over.

For more housing news, visit
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat
is co-author of “Escaping Condo
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide
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City Hall considers ordinance,
regulating safety standards
for lithium batteries

Many people know that air-
lines these days do not want
iPhones, laptops and tablets in
checked-in luggage, while EV
consumers and industry manufac-
turers worldwide are coming to
realize that lithium-ion batteries
are a real clear and present fire
danger for users and owners of
these electronic devices.

Lithium-ion  batteries  are
known to unexpectedly re-ignite
(without warning) minutes, hours
and even days after all visible fire
has been put out. Lithium-ion
batteries can enter an uncontrol-
lable, self-heating state. This can
result in the release of gas, cause
fire and possible explosion.

The major issue with lithium-
ion batteries overheating is a
phenomenon known as thermal
runaway. In this process, the
excessive heat promotes the
chemical reaction that makes the
battery work, thus creating even
more heat and ever more chemical
reactions in a disastrous spiral.

On Feb. 21, Ald. Debra
Silverstein [50th] introduced a
new ordinance to City Council
regulating the lithium-ion batter-
ies used in micromobility devices
and many other household items,
such as vehicles, e-bikes, e-scoot-
ers, vacuums and computers. The
ordinance comes in the wake
of many notable fires involving
batteries and seeks to require
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manufacturers and retailers to
comply with established Under-
writers Laboratories [UL] safety
standards.

This ordinance is similar to
a new law which took effect in
New York City in 2023, which
prohibits the sale, lease, or rental

is damaged or in contact with
humidity in the air or even with
water it can catch fire. High
temperature, excessive pressure
on it can also cause an explosion
and start a fire.

More and more people are
using electric devices at work and

On Feb. 21, Ald. Debra Silverstein [50th] introduced
a new ordinance to City Council regulating

the lithium-ion batteries used in micromobility
devices and many other household items, such as
vehicles, e-bikes, e-scooters, vacuums and
computers. The ordinance comes in the wake

of many notable fires involving batteries and seeks
to require manufacturers and retailers to comply
with established Underwriters Laboratories [UL]

safety standards.

of micromobility devices and
batteries that fail to meet estab-
lished safety standards.

The law was passed after a rash
of fires that killed 14 people and
injured 93 others in New York
last year, including a fire at an
e-bike shop near Chinatown that
caused four deaths.

In addition, the U.S. Consum-
er Product Safety Commission
tracked at least 208 micromobil-
ity fires or overheating incidents
across 39 states from 2021-2022,
resulting in 19 deaths.

When a lithium-ion battery
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in homes, and to get around town.
Standards exist to make sure
powered mobility devices remain
a safe alternative to vehicles.
“We need to make sure those
safety standards are applied across
the board, so no unnecessary
tragedies happen in our city,” said
Ald. Silverstein. “The ordinance
was referred to the Committee
on Police and Fire. I will update
you as it progresses through the
legislative process.”

Need help now? We have immediate
availability in Assisted Living and
Memory Support.

Contact us today.
866.560.3497 | admiral.kendal.org
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This mail thief is dressing up like a postal worker in the Loop, officials say.
Image courtesy U.S. Postal Inspection Service

$100,000 reward for info
that busts fake postal worker

BY CWBCHICAGO

Do you need a quick $100,000?
All you need to do is figure out
who this phony mail carrier is,
and the cash could be yours.

The U.S. Postal Inspection Ser-
vice is offering the bounty for in-
formation that leads to the arrest
and conviction of the scammer.
They say he dons a U.S. Postal
Service uniform and steals mail
while pretending to be making his
rounds in downtown Chicago.

He targets both residential
and commercial buildings in the
Loop, and he’s been doing it since
December.

If you have information that
could help authorities get him off
the streets, contact the postal in-
spection 24-hour hotline at 877-
876-2455. The case number is
4142062.

Dressing up in USPS uniform
parts is not a new tactic for Chi-
cago’s seemingly endless supply
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of mail thieves. We published a
surveillance picture of another
mail thief who did the same thing
in Lincoln Park in 2022.

“He was trying to play it off
like he was looking to place mail
in one of our boxes ... walked
in with an empty bag, wearing a
USPS jacket, COVID mask, red
and black hat, reeked of weed,”
said a reader who crossed paths
with the thief.

So far, no arrests have been an-
nounced in that case.

Stolen mail is used in a variety
of ways, including identity theft.
In one tricky scheme known
as ‘“check washing,” criminals
use common chemicals to erase
ink on stolen checks, then write
the check for a large sum. The
fraudulent checks are then either

cashed or sold online.

Crime rings also use personal
information gleaned from stolen
mail to open credit card accounts
and commit identity theft.
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Police
Beat...

Migrants are committing crimes
so the USA will send them
back to Venezuela

Two migrants, recently arrested
at different locations for allegedly
committing completely different
crimes, told Chicago police officers
they have turned to lives of crime
because they want to be sent back
to Venezuela, according to their CPD
arrest reports.

In fact, police say Dhian Gomez-
Mendoza told them that he is so des-
perate to go back to his native coun-
try that he “will do whatever it takes
if that is beating up a police officer
or hurting a civilian, he will do it.”

Gomez-Mendoza allegedly said
thatafter copsarrested himatO’Hare
International Airport on Feb. 7.

Chicago cops said they sent
Gomez-Mendoza to a hospital for
a psychiatric evaluation the day
before due to his behavior at the
airport. But he returned on the 7th,
screaming and yelling while running
in and out of Terminal 3, according
to their report.

When they asked him to leave, he
fell to his knees and threw his hands
into the air, declaring that he was
desperate to return home.

Instead, he was arrested, charged
with trespassing, and released from
custody less than three hours later,
according to CPD records.

Almost exactly 24 hours later,
Gomez-Mendoza got arrested again.
This time, it was by cops at Mid-
way International Airport. Officers
there said he kicked and damaged
the fender of their Segway as they
escorted him out of the employee
parking lot.

Judge Daniel Gallagher ordered
him to go on the sheriff's electronic
monitoring program.

Also itching to go back to Venezu-
elais 30-year-old Jhoni Montes.

Chicago police arrested him at
Macy’s, 111 N. State, on Feb. 9 after
store security reported that he and
another man tried to shoplift three
suitcases worth $1,634. The other
guy got away. But Montes did not.

While being charged with retail
theft, he told officers “he was steal-
ing to go back to Venezuela,” ac-
cording to his arrest report.

Judge Charles Beach released him
from custody the next day. Accord-
ing to court records, he failed to ap-
pear in court on Feb. 16, so a warrant
is now out for his arrest.

Rash of North Side robberies

Police are warning North Side
residents of a rash of recent, elated
robbery incidents. In each instance,
multiple armed offenders ap-
proached victims on the public way
and demanded the victims’ property
by threatening use of force.

Upon taking possession of the
victims' belongings, the offenders
fled in a waiting vehicle.

Incidents include one on the 1500
block of W. Ardmore on Feb. 18, at
6:30 p.m.; 5500 block of N. Rockwell
on Feb. 18, at 7:30 p.m.; 5100 block
of N. Wolcott on Feb. 18, at 7:55 p.m.;
2600 block of W. Gregory on Feb.

18, at 8:55 p.m.; 3000 block of W. Pe-
terson on Feb. 18, at 11:40 p.m.; 5600
block of N. Talman on Feb. 18, at 11:50
p.m., and one on the 2600 block of W.
Albion on Feb. 19, at 1:30 p.m.

The offenders are described as 3-4
Black males, 18-25 years old, wear-
ing all dark colored clothing and face
coverings. One of the offenders wore
a white face mask. They have been
observed a dark or black colored four-
door sedan.

Man charged in chemical attack
on Granville Red Line
CTA platform

Derrick  Robie,
26, of the 1500
block of W. Pratt
Blvd.,, has been
charged with one
felony count -
Robbery - Armed
- Other Dangerous
Weapon on Feb.
21.

Robie was arrested by members
of the Mass Transit Unit in the 100
block of N. State. He was identified
as one of the offenders who, on Jan.
28, sprayed a 23-year-old male victim
with a chemical irritant before force-
fully taking his property while on a
CTA platform in the 1100 block of W.
Granville.

The offender was placed into cus-
tody and charged accordingly. No
additional information is available at
this time.

Derrick Robie

Two Uplift High School students
charged with triple shooting
that left one Senn student dead,
two others injured

Two students at Uplift High School
skipped class on Jan. 31, the day they
carried out a triple shooting near an-
other high school, leaving one stu-
dent dead and two injured, prosecu-
tors said on Feb. 21.

Kashawn Perdue, 17, and an un-
named 14-year-old are each charged
with one count of first-degree murder
and two counts of attempted first-de-
gree murder. The younger boy, who
is accused of shooting the victims, is
also charged with two counts of ag-
gravated battery by discharging a
firearm.

“We believe there was an alterca-
tion involved in this,” said Antoinette
Ursitti, the Chicago Police Depart-
ment’s Chief of Detectives. She re-
fused to elaborate on the altercation
police believe preceded the shoot-
ing.

During a detention hearing for Per-
due, Assistant State’s Attorney Anne
McCord Rodgers said three Senn High
School students were walking home
from school when Perdue, driving a
stolen Honda CRY, cut them off at the
mouth of an alley in the 1200 block of
W.Thorndale.

Surveillance video showed the 14-
year-old exiting the rear driver’s side
door and walking directly toward the
victims with his arm raised, McCord
Rodgers alleged. She said he fired at
least 15 rounds at the victims, then
jumped back into the stolen car with
his arm still raised.

Daveon Gibson, 16, was killed. Two
other boys, ages 15 and 16, were in-
jured.

McCord Rodgers said two witness-
es, including an Amazon driver, saw
the gunman open fire and escape in
the Honda.

Chicago police detectives collect-
ed volumes of surveillance footage
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that allowed them to track the stolen
Honda’s movements from the shoot-
ing scene to the 4100 block of N. Ken-
more. There, Perdue and the 14-year-
old got out of the car, changed their
coats, and walked to Uplift Commu-
nity High School, where they spoke
with two staff members, McCord Rod-
gers stated.

CPD Supt. Larry Snelling and Ur-
sitti, the chief of detectives, cited the
investigating detectives’ painstaking
collection of video footage as critical
to bringing charges in the case.

McCord Rodgers said “numerous”
Uplift staff members identified Per-
due and the 14-year-old in “many”
surveillance clips.

Investigators executed search war-
rants at the boys’ house after taking
them into custody Feb. 20. Detectives
seized “many items of the distinguish-
ing clothing” they wore on the day of
the shooting, said McCord Rodgers.

Perdue, who was allegedly driving
the stolen Honda CRV, was on juvenile
probation for possessing a stolen mo-
tor vehicle at the time of the shooting,
McCord Rodgers said. His probation
was terminated unsatisfactorily on
Tuesday.

Judge Ankur Srivastava granted a
detention petition McCord Rodgers
filed during Perdue’s detention hear-
ing. No other details about the 14-
year-old or his detention status are
available because prosecutors filed
his charges in juvenile court.

Serial thief shoplifted
12 more times after being released
due to SAFE-T Act

Charged in August with felony
shoplifting while on bail for another
felony shoplifting case, James Tolbert,
43, sat in the Cook County jail, unable
to afford the $1,600 bail deposit he
needed to get released on an ankle
monitor.

Barely three
weeks later, lllinois
eliminated the

cash bail system.
Tolbert’s attorney
filed a motion ask-
ing Judge Kenneth
Wadas to remove
T2 77" the cash bail re-
quirement. Wadas agreed, and Tol-
bert went home with an order to stay
in the house from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m.

Since then, officials now say, Tol-
bert has shoplifted or robbed Sun-
glass Hut and Ulta Beauty locations
in the Loop and on the Magnificent
Mile a dozen times. He's in jail again,
at least for now, awaiting trial.

His legal troubles began on July 15
when prosecutors charged him with
shoplifting from Ulta Beauty, 430 N.
Michigan Ave. Judge William Fahy re-
leased him on his own recognizance
the next day and, according to court
records, Tolbert failed to appear in
court on July 21. A judge put out a
warrant for his arrest.

The long arm of the law caught
up with him on Aug. 10. Prosecutors
said he shoplifted from the same
Ulta location. They said he walked
in, grabbed a basket, went directly to
the fragrances, filled the basket, and
walked out.

Charged with felony retail theft
and operating a continuing financial
crime enterprise, Judge Susana Ortiz
ordered him to pay a $600 bail deposit
to be released on electronic monitor-
ing, and the judge handling the July
shoplifting case ordered him to pay
another $1,000 deposit. He couldn’t
raise the money.

A few weeks later, on Sept. 18, the
state eliminated cash bail. In light of
the change, his lawyer, claiming Tol-
bert is a church-going father of five
who has “worked as a licensed barber
for over 30 years,” asked Judge Wadas
to set him free without monetary con-
ditions. And Tolbert went home with
orders to stay in the house from 7 p.m.
to7a.m.

Prosecutors now say he quickly re-
sumed his shoplifting habits.

Cook County sheriff’s deputies ar-

James Tolbert

rested him on Feb. 8 at Macy’s, 111
N. State, after store’s staff said they
saw him place six designer sunglasses
worth $2,755 in his coat and walk out
the door.

Two loss prevention agents tried
to stop him on State St., the sheriff's
report said. He allegedly kicked one
in the knee, causing her to fall to
the pavement. The report said she
couldn’t get back up and was taken to
Northwestern Memorial Hospital for
treatment.

Her partner managed to handcuff
Tolbert and restrain him until police
arrived, the report continued. Prose-
cutors said Tolbert had metal knuckles
attached to a switchblade and a credit
card in another man’s name when the
deputies took him into custody.

They charged him with two counts
of robbery, operating a continuing
financial crimes enterprise, unlawful
use of a knife, aggravated battery of a
merchant, and felony retail theft.

While he was detained, investiga-
tors linked him to a string of shoplift-
ing cases that began within a month
of his release. In court filings, officials
said he stole from the Ulta Beauty
store on Oct. 27, Nov. 4, and Nov. 7.

And, the filings say, he was identi-
fied as the thief who repeatedly shop-
lifted from Sunglass Hut locations this
year on Jan. 11 at the 900 N. Michigan
location; on Jan. 13 at the Block 37
store; Jan. 16 at the Water Tower loca-
tion; Jan. 17 at Block 37 again; Jan. 18
and 19 at the Macy’s branch; Jan. 23
at Block 37, and on Jan. 24 and 30 at
Macy’s.

Two sheriff’s office reports say Ulta
and Sunglass Hut employees recog-
nized Tolbert by the distinctive cross
he has tattooed between his eyes.

In court on Feb. 9, Judge Ankur
Srivastava decided that Tolbert would
be released with a 5 p.m. to 5 a.m.
curfew on the new charges. But he
detained Tolbert for violating pretrial
release in the already-pending case
until the judge handling that matter
reviews the new allegations.

West Ridge Walgreens robbed
for the third time this year

An armed man robbed a North
Side Walgreens at knifepoint on Feb.
20, according to Chicago police. It’s at
least the third time the store has been
robbed this year.

The masked robber wielded a “large
knife” and demanded money from
the cashier at the 6140 N. Western
Ave. location around 9:22 p.m., police
said. He collected the store’s cash and
escaped on foot, last seen passing a
nearby Chase bank.

The suspect was described as a
White or Hispanic man under six feet
tall, carrying a Nike backpack, and
wearing a balaclava-style mask with a
black hoodie.

Earlier this month, the same Wal-
greens location was included in a list
of stores, mainly Walgreens locations,
that have been targeted by a group of
up to four armed robbers since mid-
January.

Those crimes were committed at
gunpoint, police said, with the West-
ern Avenue location being targeted
on Jan. 30 and Feb. 2.

Driver shot, seriously wounded
in the Gold Coast

Chicago police say a motorist was
seriously wounded when someone in
another car opened fire on him in the
Gold Coast on Sunday evening. It hap-
pened around 5:53 p.m. Feb. 25 in the
1400 block of N. Clark St.

The victim, 35, was driving north
on Clark when the gunman opened
fire on him from a dark SUV heading
in the same direction, police said.
He suffered a gunshot wound to the
chest and a graze wound to the head.
Witnesses said his car was also shot
several times.

CPD said the gunman'’s vehicle con-
tinued northbound after the shoot-
ing. They did not provide a motive for
the shooting.

Earlier on Sunday, a 17-year-old boy

was shot and critically injured on the
18th floor of a hotel room in River
North. He was not cooperating with
CPD’s investigation, according to a
police media statement.

And on Saturday morning, a
concealed carry holder shot a man
who attempted to commit a smash-
and-grab burglary at a Loop jewelry
store. The gun owner, who worked
for the store, and the would-be thief
were released from custody on Sun-
day. No charges were filed against
either of them.

Lakeview man burglarized
apartment building mailrooms
eight times in two weeks

A Lakeview man charged last
month with possessing a forged
postal service master key and other
people’s credit cards is now accused
of stealing mail and packages from
apartment buildings eight times in
the weeks before he was arrested.

Imer Resumovic, 37, was alleg-
edly carrying 97 pieces of mail and
a counterfeit U.S. Postal Service
master key when Chicago police
stopped him for a warrant investi-
gation near Broadway and Addison
on Jan. 12. CPD said he also had five
credit cards and an ID issued in oth-
er people’s names.

Prosecutors charged him with
possessing burglary tools and un-
lawful possession of credit cards
while cops investigated possible
links to burglary cases in the area.

The probe resulted in the filing
of eight counts of burglary against
Resumovic. Prosecutors now say
he used a tool or key to repeatedly
enter two Uptown apartment build-
ings.

He stole mail and packages from
the buildings and, in one case, stole
a bicycle and tire pump, according
to the new allegations.

The charges involve burglaries
of a building in the 4200 block of N.
Hazel on Dec. 20, Dec. 29, Dec. 30,
Jan.7,Jan.10,and Jan. 12, and in the
4300 block of N. Sheridan on Dec. 28
and 29, 2023.

Officers arrested Resumovic to
face burglary charges when he
walked into the Town Hall 19th Dis-
trict police station to pick up prop-
erty the police took from him after
his arrest last month.

Judge Ankur Srivastava released
him from custody the next day.

Resumovic is currently on pro-
bation for burglarizing a Wal-
greens near his home in March 2021.
Chicago police responded to the
store at 3646 N. Broadway after its
security service saw someone break
through the front door around 2:15
a.m.

When officers arrived, they saw
Resumovic breaking glass inside the
store with a hammer, prosecutors
said. He ran when he saw police, but
the cops said they found him hiding
under a sink with a book bag con-
taining $3,169 worth of liquor, ciga-
rettes, and Apple products.

During his initial bail hearing,
prosecutors said Resumovic had vis-
ited the store earlier in the week and
“he was angry because he couldn’t
afford anything.” Resumovic told
police he planned to sell the mer-
chandise to make money, prosecu-
tors alleged.

Robbers armed with ‘metal stick’
targeted couple in Lakeview

A couple was robbed on Feb. 20
as they walked to their Lakeview
home that night. Chicago police said
the couple was in the 1800 block of
W. Barry when two men confronted
them with a “metal stick” around
11:50 p.m.

An officer who responded to the
911 call said the robbers appeared
to be nervous as they wielded the
weapon, possibly a golf club, and
demanded the 27-year-old woman's
purse. Neither she nor her compan-
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BY PATRICK ANDRIESEN
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Nearly 1 of every 900 Chica-
goans was shot last year, and 1 in
5,000 killed by gunshot. Where
was the greatest risk citywide?
The Austin neighborhood re-
ported the most fatal shootings as
well as the most shootings over-
all, with 1 shooting for every 414
residents

Chicagoans reported more
homicides than residents of any
other U.S. city in 2023 and police
data shows 9 in every 10 shoot-
ings occurred in South and West

side communities.

The worst neighborhood for
both total shootings and deadly
shootings? The birthplace of Chi-
cago Mayor Brandon Johnson:
Austin.

Here on the North Side, the
Near North Side and Rogers Park
are the neighborhoods where peo-
ple have a good chance of getting
shot. There were 37 shootings on
the Near North Side in 2023, or
4 shootings per 10,000 resident.
While Rogers Park had 30 shoot-
ings in 2023, or 5 shootings per
10,000 residents. Uptown came in
third place with 23 shootings, and

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

4 shootings per 10,000 resident.

Chicago led the nation in homi-
cides from 2012 through 2023, re-
porting more cases than any other
major U.S. city. Chicagoans also
reported more mass shootings
than residents in any other city
during the past decade — roughly
one every 11 days.

While shootings and fatal
shootings were not record-setters
for Chicago in 2023, what did set
a record was the arrest rate — and
not a good record. Shooting ar-
rests hit a record low: just shy of
4%.

There is some good news: Chi-
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Where are you most likely to get shot on the North Side?

cago had 16% fewer shootings
last year than in 2022 and one-
third fewer than in 2021, which
hit a peak of 4,418.

Chicagoans reported 2,950
shooting victims and 558 shoot-
ing fatalities last year. The city
reported an additional 60 non-
shooting homicides.

Citywide, about 1 in every
5,000 Chicagoans was killed in
a shooting in 2023. In 2021 that
rate was 1 in 3,600.

But while shootings dropped
overall, the city arrest rate for
shootings also fell to its lowest
level in 23 years.

Chicago police made an arrest
in just shy of 4% of shooting inci-
dents reported last year, the fewest
since the city started recording the
data in 2001. Officers were also
only able to catch 1-in-4 homicide
offenders, another record-low for
the city.

Chicago’s record-low arrest
rates for gun violence did not help
the problem. Among Chicago’s 77
neighborhoods, 17 reported more
shooting victims last year than
in 2022. More than half of those
communities were on the South
Side.

Fight erupts over ownership of Mr. Beef, restaurant that inspired ‘The Bear’

Jn,.

BY JONATHAN BILYK
Cook County Record

A family feud has erupted in
court over ownership of Mr. Beef,
the iconic Chicago restaurant that
inspired the hit FX television se-
ries, The Bear.

On Feb. 7, Dominic Zucchero
filed suit in Cook County Circuit
Court against his nephew and
niece, Christopher Zucchero and
Lauren Zucchero, and his sister-
in-law Camille Zucchero, among
others, accusing them of alleg-
edly diluting his ownership stake
in the restaurant in actions that
followed the death of Mr. Beef’s
longtime proprietor, Joseph Zuc-
chero, last year.

In response, Lauren Zucchero
issued a statement, saying the
lawsuit was “sad and unjust,” as
she said the actions they took
which lay at the heart of the law-
suit were done to ensure the res-
taurant’s financial survival.

Lauren further said the claims
in the suit against her, her brother
and their mother were “utterly
without merit.”

Dominic Zucchero’s lawsuit
seeks a court order directing his
younger family members to open
the restaurant’s books and pay
him unspecified damages for
their alleged breaches of duty to
him and the restaurant business.

According to the complaint,
Dominic and his late brother,
Joseph, founded the original Mr.

From 2012 to 2023, Mr. Beef, 666 N. Orleans, became the subject of
lawsuits over ownership of the property. The lawsuit was allegedly settled
in 2018 to end a foreclosure action, by agreeing to transfer ownership
to another company, after that group paid $3.5 million to the mortgage

holder.

Beef on Orleans St. in the River
North neighborhood in 1979.

Through the ensuing decades,
Mr. Beef’s business and fame
grew, cementing the food stand’s
name in any conversation about
the best Italian beef restaurants
in Chicago.

The restaurant’s fame, howev-
er, skyrocketed in recent years, as
Joseph Zucchero and the story of
Mr. Beef inspired the creation of
the hit TV series, The Bear.

Joseph Zucchero died in March
2023 at the age of 69, after two
decades of battling non-Hodg-
kins lymphoma.

Following his death, the law-
suit asserts his surviving children

CHICAGO PARK DISTRICT

Your

perfect
summer

job.

Apply now!
Work for the Parks.
Ages 16+

took steps to claim greater control
of the family business.

According to the complaint, the
business is operated through two
corporate entities, Mr. Beef LLC
and another known as JJD Inc.

As recently as the 1980s, Dom-
inic and Joseph each allegedly
held 50% ownership of Mr. Beef
LLC, according to the complaint.
However, at some point, Dominic
said his ownership share was re-
duced to 33.3%, though Dominic
said he was not told it had hap-
pened, nor does he know precise-
ly when or how.

According to the complaint,
Dominic and Joseph together
held 80% of the ownership shares

in JID.

However, according to the
complaint, Dominic asserts his
brother refused his requests to in-
spect the books for the two busi-
nesses, and allegedly used JID
“as a personal ‘piggy bank’ and
allegedly he and his estate have
“taken and used the funds of JJD
not for business purposes but for
his own personal benefit.”

From 2012 to 2023, Mr. Beef
became the subject of lawsuits
over ownership of the property.
According to the complaint,
Dominic and Joseph allegedly
settled in 2018 to end a foreclo-
sure action, by agreeing to trans-
fer ownership to another com-
pany, known as 666 N. Orleans
Investors LLC, after that group
paid $3.5 million to the mortgage
holder.

However, in 2019, the owner-
ship dispute returned to court,
where Joseph Zucchero allegedly
argued he never intended to trans-
fer ownership to 666, according
to the complaint.

According to the complaint,
Dominic did not know that JJD
was back in court and he was be-
ing represented until Feb. 2023.

Following Joseph’s  death,
Dominic allegedly settled on
his own behalf with 666 in Aug.
2023, and then a month later, tes-
tified that the transfer had taken
place, allegedly contradicting the
case being argued by the estate
of Joseph Zucchero, through Jo-
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seph’s daughter, Lauren.

In Oct. 2023, the complaint al-
leges that Lauren and Christopher
Zucchero then moved to transfer
all Mr. Beef intellectual property,
including trademarks and recipes,
to a new Mr. Beef company, al-
legedly for less than fair market
value.

The complaint asserts that move
“effectively gutted Mr. Beef leav-
ing it with significantly dimin-
ished value.”

Further, Lauren and Christo-
pher then allegedly amended the
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Elda De la Rosa

Lucien and Melinda Jakovich

Lagrange.
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promise both at 431 N. Dearborn
in what was Ruth’s Chris Steak-
house that left three years ago.

IMPLODING EATERIES:
We’ll need a fresh place to go af-
ter the terror and trauma caused
by the restaurant insanity sparked
by the bad blood of Maple & Ash’s
David Pisor and partner Jim
Lasky, that looks like several epi-
sodes of “Law and Order” collid-
ing. Court battles, bankruptcies,
accusations of ill-treatment of
staff by Pisor and the systematic
closures of his five “etta” eateries
here and in Arizona and Texas.

I've tried to wrap my head
around it but I just cannot under-
stand it. Apparently Pisor’s share
of things owes everyone. Even
shortchanging high-end baker
Aya Fukai. Many half truths
abound. Quick, somebody check
to see if the bread dough has ris-
en.
BIKE FIENDS: Susan Dar-
nall is warning neighbors about
law-breaking bikers in Ander-
sonville, after one nearly crashed
into her when barreling out of
the alley behind Taste of Heaven
restaurant without stopping. She
honked and then the fiend circled
back to threaten and assault her.
The law-breaking of privileged
bikers, and bike violence is out of
control. And to think City Hall is
encouraging this kind of deviant
behavior by adding more privi-
leged bike paths around town.
Those who commit bike violence
need a Denver boot attached to
their bikes.

PAY UP: A condo deconver-

This writer with Lilli Fetsch-Wenzel and Dr. Rose Gomez.

L i
Pope Francis with Chicago Chef Bruno Abate and Cardinal Cupich.

sion specialist is being sued for
allegedly dodging $380K com-
mission. The landlord of the 70-
unit property at 1211 N. LaSalle
St. in the Gold Coast neighbor-
hood that pulled off a bulk buy-
out of individually owned condos
a few years ago has fallen into
trouble with its lender CoreVest
Finance, according to a lawsuit.
One of the lien holders is broker
Matthew Fritzshall, whose firm
Triton Realty Group was named
in the foreclosure lawsuit because
of its dispute over the commission
he claims he’s owed for the condo
buyout deal. He claims the parties
made a deal that cut the broker
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out and dodged paying the com-
mission.

UP, UP & AWAY: Long-term
flight attendant Jeanae Paul an-
nounced her “Retirement Sep-
eration” from United Airlines on
Valentine’s Day after a lifetime
of distinguished service. She’s
looped the earth twice. Served
on missions taking our wonderful
soldiers to and from war zones.
The most enduring part of her ca-
reer, along with flying with some
of United’s best flight attendants
and pilots, and an international
base purser for 29 years. A hard
job to leave but you know when
you’re ready.

SAD NEWS: Chef Darnell
Reed announced that he would
close Luella’s Southern Kitchen,
a big loss for Lincoln Square.
Might it be in part because the
city gifted an off-street commer-
cial parking lot near the restau-
rant to a clouted developer?

SERVICE CLUB: They
said “Love was everywhere in
the room” at the Service Club’s
“Queen of Hearts Valentine’s
Tea” at the Ritz. With President
Bobbi Panter so pleased with
the efforts of their Presidents of
Development Donna Flynn and
Maria Mathis, Chairs of the
event.

WHO’S WHERE: Pianist

Julia Jacobs and showstoppers
Sonia P. Oyola, Irene Mohica,
Ronnie B. Elvis and wife, Debra
Decker Banckaert, were gath-
ered by Kathy Wolter Mondelli
in Elmwood Park at Ronny G’s
Restaurant & Bar like it was Rush
St. in the 1970s. Mondelli is the
consummate hostess, along with
dear friends Laurie McEathron
Marchese, Chuck and owner
Danny, even former governor
Rod Blagojevich was in the
room, his hair so dark... Happy
Birthday shout out to Jane Justic
hibernating in Naples... Ashes
were distributed on Ash Wednes-
day for Lent at Tufano’s Trattoria,
a genius holy outreach by Father
Pat Marshall and owner Joey Di
Buono to help lift their people to
God... horsey set Reuete Butler
doing another birthday with ele-
gance... Peggy Snorf high in the
skies heading to sun and birthdays
in Naples, FL... Architect Lucien
Lagrange’s Rosewood, TX, de-
sign project off to success thanks
to his remarkable Chicago team,
meanwhile Melinda Jakovich-
Lagrange is looking forward to
Opening Night Studies in Blue by
Joffrey Ballet Chicago... designer
Elda De la Rosa appears to have
had the best display of ashes on
Ash Wednesday... yes, that was
the Barrishes having a cozy

MARY ELLEN CONSIDINE

I:E @ Operated by a Subsidiary of
L Realogy Brokerage Group LLC.

Office: 312.266.7000
Cell: 773.704.4250

Email: maryellen.considine@cbexchange.com
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1910 N. Clybourn Ave., Chicago, IL 60614

COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

dinner at Piccolo Sogno... Tim
Carew at Girl From the North
Country at CIBC theatre, says
it’s a terrific ensemble of talented
actors and singers and a serious
play. Impactful... Chicago attor-
ney Brendan O’Connor pad-
dling in Viet Nam the Mekong
Delta with this mom and dad,
Christineand Jerry O’Connor...
@properties boss Thad Wong
with comic actor Dan Levy at
the Super Bowl... The O’Malley
Twins, Matt and Mark, with
pop, Mike O’Malley.

RL BAR & GRILL: After be-
coming fans of Skyline and this
columnist, Dr. Rose Gomez and
Lilli Fetsch-Wenzel, in from the
snow-capped Swiss Alps, all fi-
nally met in person at RL where
we talked non-stop and perused
my new book and painting, part-
ing old friends.

EXPO CHICAGO: Tickets
are on sale now for EXPO CHI-
CAGO, the International Exposi-
tion of Contemporary and Mod-
ern Art, returning to Navy Pier
April 11-14. For a limited time
only, claim the Early Bird offer
for 30% off single-day admission
and save up to $25 on Opening
Night. Secure your tickets now
to explore collections from 170
galleries, spanning 75 cities and
29 countries.

You cannot be an artist until
you are civilized. You cannot
be civilized until you learn. To
be civilized is to know where
you belong in the continuum
of your art and your world. To
surmount the past, you must
know the past. — John Logan

tog515@gmail.com
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they know better on how to manage the
world’s economy. One North Side alder-
man, who in his adult life has never had a
job in the private sector, said that Chicago
and Illinois companies “knowingly de-
ceived Chicago consumers in their endless
pursuit of profits.”

Ald. Matt Martin [47th], a lawyer and
politician with no science training or ex-
perience in the energy industry, is fronting
this Armageddon narrative for the city by
implying that America’s energy industry is
responsible for “extreme heat and precipi-
tation, flooding, sewage flows into Lake
Michigan, damage to city infrastructure,
and more.” While Martin presented no
evidence that any of that is actually true,
he proposed to use the municipal law to
“shift those costs back where they belong:
on the companies whose deceptive conduct
brought us the climate crisis.”

Of course those energy companies get
their revenue from selling a broadly used
consumer product to an energy dependent
planet, so any penalties or fines the city
hopes to collect would end up being taken
from energy consumers. Chicago and Illi-
nois residents already suffer from some of
the highest energy costs, and energy taxes
in the nation.

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Of course those energy
companies get their revenue
from selling a broadly used
consumer product to an energy
dependent planet, so any
penalties or fines the city hopes
to collect would end up being
taken from energy consumers.

Ald. Martin, and other public officials,
are trying to create a narrative of pend-
ing climate change doom, and demanding
urgent action that can only be brought on
by massive tax increases or in this case, a
large legal settlement, despite the decades
of proof that similar panic peddling predic-
tions by environmentalists have not panned
out.

As climate activists and politicians can-
not collect cash rewards from the vast ma-
jority of normal climate change occurring
naturally due to the Sun and ocean currents,
the city’s press release claims their lawsuit
seeks relief in the form of “compensatory
and loss-of-use damages, penalties and
fines for statutory violations, disgorgement
of profits, as well as associated fees, inter-
est, and other relief as deemed appropriate
by the jury at trial.”

An illustration of a sperm whale being hunted.

Courtesy of Hulton Archive/Stringer

There are there lessons to be learned
from America’s past efforts to transi-
tion into new fuel sources.

Today, the U.S. oil exploration and re-
fining industry can rightly be credited
with helping to save the whales.

For centuries whales were hunted
mercilessly for their blubber to the
point of extinction. Whaling for oil was
a voracious industry on which half the
world’s economy was once built. Blub-
ber was an essential natural resource,
and whaling ramped up in step with
technological advances. It now offers
an intriguing lesson in the concept of
21st century industrial progress.

The advent of commercial oil drill-
ing allowed the global economy to per-
form an incredible about-turn, as the
world weaned itself off whale blubber
— and transitioned to crude oil. That en-
ergy transition offers clues, when false
prophets create contrived climate crisis
narratives hoping to force the world to
give up on oil exploration and refining.

Whale blubber was once cooked into
oil, which supplied the many lamps that
lit up fast-growing cities. While there
were plant-based alternatives, whale
blubber was available in such quanti-
ties and at such low prices that blubber
products were considered more practi-
cal.

This was the era of “Yankee whal-
ing” when a fledgling United States
became the centre of global whaling.
The industry was overly romanticized
when Moby-Dick was published in
1851. Whaling was at its peak, attract-
ing thousands of men, particularly the
young, who wanted to find their fortune
at sea.

In the days of Yankee whaling, the
whales at least had a chance of survival,
with the advent of modern industrializa-
tion, with harpoon cannons and floating

Near-extinction of whales leads man to solution

whale processing plants, they were not so
much hunted as harvested.

But as demand for blubber soared,
whales became rarer. After so many
years of whaling, the whale was quickly
becoming extinct.

Then a variety of factors came to the
rescue, when commercial whaling all
but ended in 1986, after the International
Whaling Commission issued a world-
wide moratorium. That moratorium is
an example of how humans can indeed
change when a truly better plan comes
forward.

The progress away from whale har-
vesting was first sparked over a century
earlier when on Aug. 27, 1859, Edwin
Drake discovered oil on a little farm in
Titusville, PA. This discovery may have
been the first win in the effort to end
whaling. Mankind discovered that our
thirst for oil at sea could be quenched on
land, with drilling rigs. Crude oil provid-
ed many of the same products as blubber,
including petroleum, paraffin, lubricants
and solvents.

Crude oil today remains one of the
most critical natural resources for a mod-
ern world economy.

But that change was also rooted in
finding a better solution in transition-
ing to land-based oil extraction to fuel
the world’s 20th and 21st century econo-
mies.

The next transition may be into an
electricity-based system, but that test
must be proven in the open marketplace,
not in a Cook County courtroom before
lawyers, judges and activists with limited
knowledge on efficient, reliable, depend-
able and consistent energy production for
modern economies.

The end of industrial whaling was an
epochal change event. But it only came
about due to the discovery, in eastern
Pennsylvania, of a better way.
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Fourth annual meatball eating
competition at Bar Roma

Andersonville’s Bar Roma will hold
their fourth annual eating competition 7
p-m. Wednesday, March 20. During the
contest, participants will be challenged to
race their way through a massive bowl of
spaghetti and manzo (beef) meatballs.

The first person to finish the bowl will
receive a $100 cash prize, along with Bar
Roma merchandise, restaurant gift cards
and more. Prizes will also be awarded to
the second and third place competitors.

The eating contest entry fee is $20 per
person. To reserve a spot, call Bar Roma at

773-942-7572.

Dining guests and spectators may enjoy
half-priced “Spaghetti e Polpette” that day
from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Bar Roma will also hold a collection
of pantry goods for Nourishing Hope
throughout the month of March. Items that
are needed the most include: personal hy-
giene products (shampoo, body wash, lo-
tion); cleaning supplies; and non-perishable
foods (pasta, rice, pop top tuna/chicken,
PB&J, pop top soup/chili/beans). For reser-
vations, visit BarRomaChicago.com.

Museum of Contemporary Art employees
form union with AFSCME

The wave of union organizing among
Chicago cultural workers just keeps roll-
ing. Thirty two employees of the Museum
of Contemporary Art Chicago, 220 E.
Chicago Ave., released a letter on Feb. 14
saying they are forming their union with
AFSCME Council 31.

The new union—Museum of Contem-
porary Art Workers United (MCAWU/
AFSCME)—will represent about 100 em-
ployees, including guest experience, build-
ing operations, curatorial and collections
exhibitions staff.

In the last two years, employees of the
Art Institute of Chicago, staff and non-
tenure-track faculty of the School of the
Art Institute of Chicago, and employees
of the Field Museum, Museum of Science
& Industry, Notebaert Nature Museum,
Newberry Library and several suburban
libraries have all formed unions as part of
AFSCME’s nationwide Cultural Workers
United campaign.

Citing a “cycle of staff burnout and turn-
over,” museum employees on the MCAW U/
AFSCME organizing committee write

that, “We believe there is a better way. ...
We are part of a growing movement of cul-
tural workers in and around Chicago and
across the country who are ensuring that
we have a seat at the table. We demand a
voice in the decisions that are made for the
future and well-being of the museum.”

AFSCME represents more than 35,000
cultural workers across the country—more
than any other union—including 10,000
museum workers at 100 cultural institu-
tions and 25,000 library workers at 275
libraries.

“Our union is the framework to ensure
accountability from leadership,” the union
said in a released statement. “With the
right to bargain collectively, we can meet
leadership across the table as co-equals
to determine our future [and] improve the
quality of our working environment and
museum.”

“The MCA is a cutting-edge institu-
tion that succeeds because of its dedicat-
ed staff,” said Roberta Lynch, AFSCME
Council 31 executive director
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company’s articles of incorporation to increase the
number of shares from 100 to 100,000, which alleg-
edly “severely diluted” Dominic’s interest.

The lawsuit asserts the actions were allegedly tak-
en “in retaliation for the recent testimony given by

Dominic in the 666 Lawsuit.”

The lawsuit accuses the younger Zuccheros of
breach of fiduciary duty, conversion and conspiracy,

among other counts.

Dominic Zucchero is represented in the action by
attorney Craig E. Donnelly, of the firm of Donnelly

Law LLC, of Oak Brook.

In a statement provided to The Cook County Re-

cord, Lauren Zucchero said:

“The filing of this lawsuit by my father’s brother,
who hasn’t been involved in the business for more
than 20 years is both sad and unjust.

“The conclusory allegations against my father
raised for the very first time in this lawsuit and only

able to refute them are disappointing.
“Allegations against myself, my brother and my

mother are also utterly without merit. Given Mr. Beef
(sic) inability to obtain conventional financing, the
sale of its intellectual property was the only means
of raising needed funds for the business. By reason
of a license agreement following the sale of its in-

tellectual property Mr. Beef was able to remain in

operation. Throughout that process there was timely
and full disclosure of the transaction and involve-

ment of the parties, to my father’s brother. There

were no breaches of fiduciary duties by anyone and
the actions taken were to insure that business sought

only to continue to survive after having weathered

the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Apparently my father’s brother would have pre-

ferred that Mr. Beef not obtained the necessary
funding and closed instead. We chose to preserve

this family restaurant which is beloved by so many

after his death now that he’s no longer personally

in Chicagoland and beyond. We look forward to suc-
cessfully defending this matter in Court.”

POLICE BEAT fromp. 6

ion, a 27-year-old man, were injured,
police said.

The robbers, who jumped out of
the back seat of a dark sedan were de-
scribed as Black males wearing masks.
One wore a white hoodie, and the
other wore an orange hoodie, accord-
ing to initial information. The car, pos-
sibly a Kia or Hyundai, had something

covering its license plate.

lllinois State Police troopers found
a stolen Kia, its license plate covered
with tape, abandoned near Leavitt
and School a couple of hours later. But
it's unclear if it's the robbers’ getaway
vehicle.

The robbery occurred in the Town
Hall 19th District. Robbery reports are
up 37% so far this year in Town Hall,
according to data released by CPD

earlier this week. However, the report
does not reflect several recent waves
of armed robberies that hit the dis-
trict, so the year-over-year increase
could be more dramatic when CPD’s
next report was released on Monday
after our deadline.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com

| Rogers Park Township Real Estate For Sale |

with qualifying purchase* -
valued at $535.

Call866-643-0438 to
schedule your free quote!

GENERAC

jons apply.

CALL 773-818-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
Plaintiff,

-
UNKNOWN SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE OF THE RICHARD
J. O'CONNOR DECLARATION OF TRUST DATED OCTO-
BER 12, 2001, MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION
SYSTEMS, INC., AS NOMINEE FOR UNITED PACIFIC
FUNDING CORP,, ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS, UN-
KNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants

2023 CH 06772

1791 WEST ESTES AVENUE, UNIT D

CHICAGO, IL 60626

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above cause on
January 11, 2024, an agent for The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration, will at 10:30 AM on March 7, 2024, at The Judicial
Sales Corporation, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R,
Chicago, IL, 606086, sell at a public sale to the highest bidder,
as set forth below, the following described real estate:
Commonly known as 1791 WEST ESTES AVENUE, UNIT D,
CHICAGO, IL 60626

Property Index No. 11-31-205-041-0000

The real estate is improved with a single family residence.
The judgment amount was $141,217.29.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion. No third party checks will be accepted. The balance, in

certified funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24)
hours. The subject property is subject to general real estate
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied against
said real estate and is offered for sale without any represen-
tation as to quality or quantity of title and without recourse to
Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. The sale is further subject
to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will
receive a Certificate of Sale that will entitle the purchaser toa
deed to the real estate after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff
makes no representation as to the condition of the property.
Prospective bidders are admonished to check the court file
to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the
unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall
pay the assessments and the legal fees required by The
Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)
(4). If this property is a condominium unit which is part of
a common interest community, the purchaser of the unit at
the foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the
assessments required by The Condominium Property Act,
765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU
HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30
DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLI-
NOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a government
agency (driver’s license, passport, etc.) in order to gain en-
try into our building and the foreclosure sale room in Cook
County and the same identification for sales held at other
county venues where The Judicial Sales Corporation con-
ducts foreclosure sales.

For information, contact MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC

Plaintiff's Attorneys, ONE EAST WACKER, SUITE 1250, Chi-
cago, IL, 60601 (312) 651-6700. Please refer to file number
23-012010.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 60606-
4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation at www.tjsc.
com for a 7 day status report of pending sales.

MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC

ONE EAST WACKER, SUITE 1250

Chicago IL, 60601

312-651-6700

E-Mail: AMPS@manleydeas.com

Attorney File No. 23-012010

Attorney Code. 48928

Case Number: 2023 CH 06772

TJSC#: 44-197

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act,
you are advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is deemed to be a
debt collector attempting to collect a debt and any information
obtained will be used for that purpose.

Case #2023 CH 06772

13238004

141414

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

Lakeview Township Real Estate For Sale
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE, LLC

Plaintiff,

-
DEBORAH A. WELLS, CIBC BANK USA FKA
FOUNDERS BANK, A CORPORATION OF ILLI-
NOIS, AS TRUSTEE UNDER THE PROVISIONS
OF A TRUST AGREEMENT DATED THE 15TH
DAY OF NOVEMBER 2006 AND KNOWN AS
TRUST NUMBER 6969, MALIBU CONDOMINIUM
Defendants

2023 CH 02881

6007 NORTH SHERIDAN ROAD UNIT 39G
CHICAGO, IL 60660

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on June 27, 2023, an agent for
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on
March 27, 2024, at The Judicial Sales Corporation,
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago,
IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest bid-
der, as set forth below, the following described real
estate:

Commonly known as 6007 NORTH SHERIDAN
ROAD UNIT 39G, CHICAGO, IL 60660

Property Index No. 14-05-215-015-1353

The real estate is improved with a residential con-
dominium.

The judgment amount was $105,870.81.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation. No third party checks will
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The
subject property is subject to general real estate
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS 1S"
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation
by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact MANLEY DEAS KOCHAL-
SKILLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, ONE EAST WACKER,
SUITE 1250, Chicago, IL, 60601 (312) 651-6700.
Please refer to file number 22-030892.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC

ONE EAST WACKER, SUITE 1250

Chicago IL, 60601

312-651-6700

E-Mail: AMPS@manleydeas.com

Attorney File No. 22-030892

Attorney Code. 48928

Case Number: 2023 CH 02881

TJSC#: 44-372

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 2023 CH 02881

13238924

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION
LAMBERTUCCI'S ROMA OF NEVADA, LLC,

alk/a Lambertucci Roma of Nevada LLC,

Plaintiff,

vs.
4611 CLARK, INC., JOHN LACH, TERESA LACH,
EUGENE L. GRIFFIN & ASSOCIATES, LTD., KA-
LCHEIM HABER LLC, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND
NONRECORD CLAIMANTS,

Defendants.

Case No. 23 CH 2602

Property Address:

4611-13 N. Clark St.

Chicago, IL 60640

NOTICE OF SALE

Sheriff's Sale No.: 240012

PUBLIC NOTICE is given that pursuant to a judg-
ment of foreclosure entered by the Court in the
above cause on December 22, 2023, the Sheriff of
Cook County, lllinois, will sell the property described
below to satisfy said judgment, as follows:

(a) The name and address of the person to contact

for information regarding the real estate is Adam
Rome, Greiman, Rome & Griesmeyer, LLC, 205
West Randolph St., Ste. 2300, Chicago, IL 60606.
The telephone number is 312-428-2743.

(b) The common address and legal description of
the real estate to be sold is as follows:

PIN: 14-17-107-018-0000

Commonly Known As: 4611-13 N. Clark St., Chi-
cago IL 60640

(c) A description of the improvements of the real
estate: commercial building.

(d) The real estate may not be inspected prior to
sale.

(e) The time and place of the sale is as follows:
March 26, 2024 at 1:00 p.m., Richard J. Daley Cen-
ter, 50 West Washington Street, LL06, Chicago,
llinois 60602.

(f) The terms of the sale are "as is" for certified
funds, requiring that the successful bidder deposit
ten percent of the bid at the time of sale and the
balance with the sheriff or associate judge within
twenty-four (24) hours of the sale, plus interest at
the statutory judgment rate and any unpaid portion
of the sale price from the date of sale to the date
of payment.

(g) Title will be conveyed subject to all general real
estate taxes which are or shall become a lien upon
the real estate, but if not yet due, that may become
due and payable, special assessments, applicable
rights of redemption, encumbrances, easements
and restrictions of record, if any.

Adam B. Rome

Greiman, Rome & Griesmeyer, LLC

205 West Randolph St., Ste. 2300

Chicago, lllinois 60606

T: (312) 428.2750/F: (312) 322.2781
arome@grglegal.com

Firm ID: 47890

13238772

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
BMO HARRIS BANK, N.A.

Plaintiff,

V.-
DAVID A. SCHEELE, 710-14 WEST CORNELIA
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, BMO HARRIS
BANK N.A., UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants
23 CH 3545
712 W. CORNELIA AVE., UNIT 3
CHICAGO, IL 60657
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale
entered in the above cause on September 13, 2023,
an agent for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at
10:30 AM on March 28, 2024, at The Judicial Sales
Corporation, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite
35R, Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the
highest bidder, as set forth below, the following de-

scribed real estate:

Commonly known as 712 W. CORNELIA AVE.,
UNIT 3, CHICAGO, IL 60657
Property Index No. 14-21-302-029-1006
The real estate is improved with a residential con-
dominium.
The judgment amount was $174,262.08.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by
certified funds at the close of the sale payable to
The Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party
checks will be accepted. The balance, in certified
funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24)
hours. The subject property is subject to general
real estate taxes, special assessments, or special
taxes levied against said real estate and is offered
for sale without any representation as to quality or
quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and
in “AS 1S” condition. The sale is further subject to
confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-

OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact LAW OFFICES OF IRA
T. NEVEL, LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 175 N. Franklin
Street, Suite 201, CHICAGO, IL, 60606 (312) 357-
1125 Please refer calls to the sales department.
Please refer to file number 23-00955.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

LAW OFFICES OF IRA T. NEVEL, LLC

175 N. Franklin Street, Suite 201

CHICAGO IL, 60606

312-357-1125

E-Mail: pleadings@nevellaw.com

Attorney File No. 23-00955

Attorney Code. 18837

Case Number: 23 CH 3545

TJSC#: 44-341

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 23 CH 3545

282828

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
THIRD BIRCH, LLC

Plaintiff,

V.-

PRINCE OROGBU, BELL TERRACE CONDO-
MINIUM ASSOCIATION

Defendants

21 CH 5422

7324 N. BELL AVENUE, UNIT 2

CHICAGO, IL 60645

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered
in the above cause on July 28, 2023, an agent for
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on
March 20, 2024, at The Judicial Sales Corporation,
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago,
IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest bid-
der, as set forth below, the following described real
estate:

Commonly known as 7324 N. BELL AVENUE,
UNIT 2, CHICAGO, IL 60645
Property Index No. 11-30-306-027-1002
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $220,444.05.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by
certified funds at the close of the sale payable to
The Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party
checks will be accepted. The balance, in certified
funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24)
hours. The subject property is subject to general
real estate taxes, special assessments, or special
taxes levied against said real estate and is offered
for sale without any representation as to quality or
quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and
in “AS IS” condition. The sale is further subject to
confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished
to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this proper-
ty is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-

OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact LAW OFFICES OF IRA
T.NEVEL, LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 175 N. Franklin
Street, Suite 201, CHICAGO, IL, 60606 (312) 357-
1125 Please refer calls to the sales department.
Please refer to file number 21-01901.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

LAW OFFICES OF IRA T. NEVEL, LLC

175 N. Franklin Street, Suite 201

CHICAGO IL, 60606

312-357-1125

E-Mail: pleadings@nevellaw.com

Attorney File No. 21-01901

Attorney Code. 18837

Case Number: 21 CH 5422

TJSC#: 44-295

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 21 CH 5422

212121
141414

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700
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To place an ad, call 773-465-9700 or email:
insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com

Deadline: 5pm Mondays

AUTOS WANTED HELP WANTED INCOME TAX

Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 800 to
1000 square feet, $15 per foot / UP. Three-year
lease @ $15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven
funds. 773-772-0808 please leave message.

Condo For Sale

For sale by owner
1221 sq ft 2 bedroom/
2 bathroom condo
with Navy Pier,

Lake Michigan views.
195 N. Harbor Dr.
Chicago, IL 60601 #4001
$420,000
Contact Anthony Spicuzza
773-946-3633

le

Trailer for sale, for boat or jet ski. Rims, jacks, spare
wheels included. $457. Call 773-818-0808

Furniture Removal/
Junk Removal

A Red’s Hauling Service
Removal of unwanted items

from Basements, Garages, Attics,
Businesses, Estate Clearance
Senior Citizen Discount
FREE ESTIMATES
773-616-0979
redshaulingservice.com

Garages/Garage Doors

FAMILY KASTANOVA INC.
GARAGE DOOR SERVICES
Overhead Garage Doors
Electric Openers
Installation and Repairs
(773) 744-6101 (cell)
(630) 717-5329
www.familykastanovainc.com

GUN SHOW - February 23-25, 8505 Durrand
Ave., Fountain Hall. Sturtevant, WI Friday 3pm-8-
pm, Saturday 9am-5pm, Sunday 9am-3pm. Rifles,
Shotguns,  Handguns.  Buy-Sell-Trade-Browse
Information contact Marv: 563-608-4401 www.mar-
vkrauspromotions.net

Health & Fitness

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400+ procedures. Real
dental insurance - not just a discount plan. Get your
free Information Kit with details! 1-855-526-1060
www.dental50plus.com/ads #6258

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPE-

CIAL $99.00. 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW!
888-445-5928 Hablamos Espafol

Home Services

Aging Roof? New Homeowner? Got Storm Dam-
age? You need a local expert provider that proudly
stands behind their work. Fast, free estimate. Fi-
nancing available. Call 1-888-878-9091

Professional lawn service: Fertilization, weed con-
trol, seeding, aeration & mosquito control. Call now
for a free quote. Ask about our first application spe-
ciall 1-833-606-6777

Water damage cleanup & restoration: A small
amount of water can lead to major damage and
mold growth in your home. Our trusted profession-
als do complete repairs to protect your family and
your home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-888-872-2809

Janitorial

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON
AREAS CLEANING+ OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING + POWER WASHING - SNOW
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Miscellaneous

Alaska, Europe, Hawaii + dozens of other popu-
lar trips! Starting at $1649 pp (double occupancy
req'd.) YMT Vacations plans everything, leaving
you to relax & enjoy. Call 1-877-626-1958 M-F for
more details. Use promo code YMT2024 for $250
off. Limited time only.

Are you a pet owner? Do you want to get up to
100% back on vet bills? Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company has pet coverage that can help! Call
1-844-774-0206 to get a free quote or visit insure-
barkmeow.com/ads

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts available. Call: 855-
761-1725

Become a published author. We want to read your
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & distribution. Call
for free author’s guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Best satellite TV with 2 Year price guarantee!
$59.99/mo with 190 channels and 3 months free
premium movie channels! Free next day installation!
Call 888-605-3849

Diagnosed with lung cancer & 65+? You may qualify
for a substantial cash award. No obligation! We've
recovered millions. Let us help! Call 24/7 1-877-
707-5707

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB
Games! Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos
Stream on 20 devices at once. HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or higher.) No con-
tract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call
IVS 1-866-859-0405

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions ap-
ply. Promo Expires 12/31/24. 1-866-479-1516

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Don't let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover
the ideal solution for anyone who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned about a fall or wants to regain
access to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!
1-833-399-3595

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

Free high speed internet if qualified. Govt. pgm for
recipients of select pgms incl. Medicaid, SNAP,
Housing Assistance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Survi-
vor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB internet. Android
tablet free w/one-time $20 copay. Free shipping.
Call Maxsip Telecom! 1-833-758-3892

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-Demand Movies,
Plus Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call
Today! 1-866-479-1516

Home Break-ins take less than 60 seconds. Don't
wait! Protect your family, your home, your assets
now for as little as 70¢ a day! Call 855-401-1151

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet.
Free Installation. Call 866-499-0141

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom
bath or shower in as litlle as one day. For a lim-
ited time, we're cutting installation costs in half and
offering a FREE safety upgrade! Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. Offer
ends 3/31/24 Call 1-844-501-3208

MobileHelp, America’s premier mobile medical alert
system. Whether you're home or away. For safety
& peace of mind. No long term contracts! Free bro-
chure! 1-888-489-3936

!IOLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER,
MARTIN, Etc. 1930's to 1980's. TOP DOLLAR
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a
FREE 7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase*
Call 1-855-948-6176 today to schedule a free quote.
It's not just a generator. It's a power move.

Replace your roof w/the best looking & longest last-
ing material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles
& multiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer up to 50% off install +
Additional 10% off install (military, health & 1st re-
sponders.) 1-833-370-1234

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring our free shower
package & $1600 off - limited time! Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage
system. Save money, reduce reliance on grid,
prepare for outages & power your home. Full instal-
lation services. $0 down financing option. Request
free no obligation quote. 1-877-539-0299

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancel-
lation ExpertsOver $50,000,000 in timeshare debt
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free info package &
learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive reviews. 833-308-1971

Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage, located at 429 W. Ohio St,
Chicago IL (312-644-2000)
is opening lockers: 4524X (Elbert Hatley)
3516X( Jennifer Reddien)
7171XL ( Wonder Stuff)
7113SM ( Krzysztof Duczynski)
7144SM ( Taurunum Transport, INC.)
2808F ( Anita V. Stephens)
3641X ( Karen Williams)
3546X ( lan Coelho)
7161SM and 8219A (The Wine Guide, LLC.)
3523X and 6619X (Edward Lahood),
for public sale on March 26, 2024,
at 3:00 p.m. Cash only.

Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage at 1200 W. 35th St.,
773-247-3000,
is opening lockers: 3D3336 (Dan McNamara),
4C4202 (Johnny Gholston),
4C4263 (Alfred Golden),
3D3303 (Mark Jaroszewski),
3C3254 (Robert Trevino)
for public sale of miscellaneous items.
This sale is to be held on Thursday, February 29,
2024 at 2:00 pm. Cash only.

Sleeping Rooms

Cook County - Chgo. N

Nice room w/ stove, fridge
& bath. Near ALDI,
Walgreens, beach, Red
Line & buses. Elevator &
Laundry. $149/wk and up.
773-275-4442

Cook County - Chgo. N

BIG ROOM with stove,
fridge, bath & nice wood
floors. Near Red Line &
Buses. Elevator & Laundry,
Shopping. $139/wk.
773-561-4970
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Mention this ad
and get an extra

$25 OFF
$600 up to
$5000 Estimate

)
15T CHDICE SENIOR
HOMECARE, INC.

Hands to Help, Hearts to Care
1st Choice SeniorHome Care, Inc.
(Non-medical) is actively hiring
qualified, compassionate caregivers
to care for seniors in their homes,
helping them with daily
living activities and ensuring
they are happy and safe.

In the Chicagoland area, call:
773-614-3697 or 224-399-6665

1

YLD ROIS
COLLECRIBLES

HoHHees

Comic Books * Sports Cards
Hot Wheels - Model Kits
Guitars * Records, etc.

and so on and so on

HONEST AL 773-968-5015

SINCE 1987
Making Eyeglasses in 1

, etc.

= & @ ,
SUPERIOR EYECARE

Construction Services, Inc.

Home Remodeling:
Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements & Exteriors

Commercial Services:
Office Remodeling, Tenant Improvements,
Commercial Doors & more

847-361-6306

www.plconstructionservicesinc.com

INCOME TAX

Ackermans
Accounting Service

Complete Income Tax Service
Bookkeeping & Accounting
(Individual - Corporation)

Hour

Free Eye Exam with Purchase
of a Complete Pair of Glasses

10%
DISCOUNT

Mention
This Ad

Eye Exam with 3 Month Supply
of Acuvue Oasys sph only § 120

773-525-1601
2947 N. Broadway

Email superior.eyecare@gmail.com

4343 N. Pulaski Rd.
(773) 267-4610 (773) 383-2798
R2944@NETZERO.NET

To Advertise
Call 773-465-9700

BATH REMODEL

e —

- Call

~— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

|| SAFEé\WSTEE’

e WALK-IN TuB
o A SaFEEE AT AP
1-699-41/-15VU0
With purchase of la new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous

walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB|1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

i

today and receive a

It’s not just
a generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase* -
valued at $535.

Call866-643-0438 to

schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Conditions apply.

GENERAC
e

THE WARMEST WINDOWS IN TOWN

e
ADVANCED WINDOW DORP,

4935 W. Le Moyne St,
Chicago, IL 60651
773-379-3500
advancedwindow.com
cs@advancedwindow.com

Showroom Hours
Monday thru Friday 7:00 to 4:00
Saturday 7:00 to 12:00

+ Local Factory—All Products Manufactured Here in Chicago
+ American and European Thermal Vinyl Windows and Doors
+ For Replacement, Remodel or New Construction

« Every Order Made to Contractor’s Specifications

+ Custom Color Matching to Coordinate with Building Accents
+ Tested and Certified, U-Factor & Energy Star Savings

+ Glass Options: Double, Triple, Safety, Highest Insulating

+ Double-Hung, Casement, Tilt & Turn, Patio & French Door
+ Bay & Bow, Large Picture Window, Awning, Slider

+ Quick Lead Times to Maintain Your Project Schedule

+ Customer Service in Multiple Languages

+ Glass & Screen Repairs as Quick as Same Day

il ) e 2o [ 3

0

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT INSIDEONLINE.COM

Allied Tax Practitioners
INDIVIDUAL & BUSINESS TAX PREPARATION
TAX ACCOUNTING - PAYROLL SERVICES

BUSINESS ENTITY SELECTION
BUSINESS CONSULTING

5214 N. Western Ave., Suite 201, Chicago, IL 60625
773-741-4600 |

773-294-7951

www.alliedtaxpro.com | ama@alliedtaxpro.com

5875 N. Lincoln Ave., Suite 249
Chicago, IL 60659

ANTHONY IMANLIHEN

& ASSOCIATES, INC.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Tax, Audit and Accounting Services

s\ WW:0Nthonyimanlihencpa:com se—

Mobile: 773.818.9164
Office: 773.961.8306
Fax: 888.560.0069

Email: itale@aol.com

DADRASS
PAINTING

KITCHEN & BATH
REMODELING

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

« FREE ESTIMATES
847-749-8227

847-291-9091
DADRASSPAINTING@YAH00.COM

Painting
by Victor
| | 27 Years
k | of Experience
! Interior &
Exterior Painting
Drywall Doctor
(Z73) 732-4933
victor.painting@gmail.com

TOOL LIQUIDATION

1 TOOL

I LIQUIDATION

I « Welder Generator
* Drain Rodder

| * Ridgid Threading Machine
« Tank Torch Set

I . Ridgid Plumbing Tools

1 (773-818-0808|

| 101supplyok@gmail.com

RECYCLED - CHEAP
‘ EE N N - - .-

TUCKPOINTING

ACCURATE
EXTERIOR
& MASONRY

Specializing in Tuckpointing
Chimneys, Brick Work, Lintel,
Parapet Walls, Parging,
City Violations & Roofing.
Rated “A” on Angie’s List
Licensed and Insured
Free Estimate

773-592-4535

(10S14A)

PAINTING

mﬂmelas

Low Cost
Painting
Interior & Exterior
312-834-3444

L Lo costSalibgnnall.oom

WANTED

“DEAD OR ALIVE”
MOTORCYCLES

ALL MAKES & MODELS

$SCASH PAID$$

HARLEY DAVIDSON,
HONDA, YAMAHA,
SUZUKI, KAWASAKI

WILL

LOVETO BUY YOUR
CARORTRUCK

Will Pay $200 to $2,000
For the Good, Bad
or Ugly
Also Classic, Antique,
Hot Rod or Project Cars
Same Day
Free Tow Away
$$ Paying Top Dollars $$
For Classics &
Muscle Cars
CALL (773) 758-2928

There are only four kinds
of people in the world -
those who have been caregivers,

those who are caregivers,

those who will be caregivers

and those who will need caregivers.
— Rosalynn Carter
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Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson’s ad-
ministration struck an 11th-hour deal Feb.
16 to extend the city’s contract with Sound-
Thinking, the maker of ShotSpotter gun-
fire detection systems, beyond its midnight
expiration.

By Feb. 19, ShotSpotter alerts had led
police to recover at least three handguns,
a shotgun, and an AR-15 rifle from men
who allegedly fired weapons on the streets
of Chicago.

Still, Johnson insists he will yank
ShotSpotter from the city’s streets when
the contract extension expires this fall.

Critics of the ShotSpotter system insist
that it is inaccurate and ineffective. Some
say it is racist. Cook County State’s At-
torney Kim Foxx recently claimed that
ShotSpotter does not contribute signifi-
cantly to firearms-related prosecutions in
the city. However, prosecutors in her office
approved felony charges in at least four
ShotSpotter-related cases last weekend
alone.

Our team reads hundreds of Chicago po-
lice reports every week. We can say with
certainty that ShotSpotter alerts routinely
result in the arrests of armed men—and
they’re almost always men—after shots are
fired in the city.

Many ShotSpotter critics point to the
fatal shooting of Adam Toledo as an ex-
ample of what they consider “wrong” with
the technology. But the fact of the matter
is that ShotSpotter worked perfectly on the
night Toledo ran from cops with a gun in
his hand. It pinpointed gunfire at a specific
address: 2358 S. Sawyer. After reviewing
the alert, Chicago cops sent patrol units to
the scene.

SKYLINE

ShotSpotter sparked at least four arrests, five gun seizures
during first weekend of new contract

In a stunning coincidence, the first
ShotSpotter-related arrest under the city’s
new contract came after Chicago police
responded to a ShotSpotter alert barely a
block south of where the shots were fired
on the night Toledo died.

It happened at 12:13 a.m. Feb. 17, a mere
13 minutes after ShotSpotter would have
been turned off, had Johnson not reached
a deal with the company.

Critics of the ShotSpotter
system insist that it is
inaccurate and ineffective.
Some say it is racist.

A cop monitoring ShotSpotters in the lo-
cal police district confirmed three shots at
a specific address in the 2500 block of S.
Spaulding and then five more a couple of
houses away.

Officers went to the scene and quickly
encountered Daniel Bargas, 19, of Berwyn,
who refused to stop and then ran, accord-
ing to his CPD arrest report. The cops said
they saw him pull out a rifle as he fled, but
he ditched it as he hopped a fence.

The cops recovered the gun, a DPMS
A-15 Panther, and a green-tipped armor-
piercing bullet. And they found Bargas hid-
ing under a table in someone’s back yard.

In a detention order that will keep Bara-
gas in jail for a while, Judge Ankur Srivas-
tava found there was “no good reason why
someone should have and brandish such a
weapon on the streets of Chicago.”

Less than two hours after Bargas’ arrest,
police received another ShotSpotter hit in
the 1400 block of W. 39th St. When they
arrived, they allegedly saw Matthew Bogo-
lin, 33, standing near the address given by

Save $3.00

on Slices Meals

Celebrate Valentine’s Day: Feb. 14
Asian Lunar New Year: through Feb. 25
Presidents Day: Feb. 19
Leap Day: Feb. 29

5o THE ws..
HONEY, BAKED

YCelabrate lFebry

Your locally owned Honeybaked Store

2815 N. Ashland Avenue (at Diversey)
773-880-8400
Order Online at Honeybaked.com

Make your dinner

a celebration of taste.

Pair up one pound of

Honey Baked’s Ham

off the Bone or Turkey Slices,
a Side Dish of your choice and
a four pack of Hawaiian Rolls.
Save $3.00 on any meal

thru February 29th.

ShotSpotter with his hands in his pockets.

He removed his hands from his pockets
at their request, and a spent shell casing fell
from his jacket to the ground, police said.

Bogolin allegedly told the officers that
he fired a gun “toward the sky” to scare
a man who was sitting in a parked car on
his property, according to his CPD arrest
report.

He told the cops where they could find
the gun: on the battery box of a nearby car.
They confiscated the weapon, recovered
another shell casing nearby, and took him
into custody.

Like Bargas, he is charged with endan-
gering others by recklessly discharging a
firearm. According to court records, Judge
William Fahy released him from custody
with instructions to surrender his firearm
owner’s ID card.

Then, around 2:20 a.m. Feb. 18, police
responded to a ShotSpotter hit of two
rounds fired in an alley behind the White
Castle, 4750 W. 63rd St. As they traveled to
the scene, a 911 caller reported that a man
in a blue Honda had a gun in the area.

The cops found a man matching that
description sitting in a blue Honda in the
White Castle drive-thru line. When they
peered into his car, they allegedly saw a
pistol in his hand.

That man, a licensed concealed carry

HOTEL fromp. 1

named “The Duke of Wells.”

According to Condor’s website, Sum-
mer Thornton will be doing the the interior
design, which they say will be a blend of
classically-inspired elements with modern
finishes. Amenities will include a rooftop
lounge with 360 views of Old Town, Lin-
coln Park and Lake Michigan, a terrace,
a spa and fitness center, and a yet-to-be-
named new restaurant.

Two large single-family homes will be
built along N. Wieland St. to screen the
parking structure that will stand behind
the hotel tower. Oriented north/south to act
as the screens, the homes mean the park-
ing area will be nearly invisible from sight
while creating new homes to close the gap
along N. Wieland St.

gun owner named Fernando Mones, told
police that the driver of a white van struck
the back of his car and drove away, officers
said. The van fled, and Mones got out of
his car and opened fire on it, according to
his arrest report.

A White Castle drive-thru employee told
police she saw him pull the gun and fire
at a vehicle, the report said. Officers found
two shell casings in the drive-thru lane.

Judge Charles Beach released Mones and
ordered him to surrender his gun licenses.

Another ShotSpotter arrest occurred
around 3:16 a.m. Feb. 19, in the 4100 block
of S. Morgan.

Officers were responding to a “person
with a gun” call at that location when they
were informed that ShotSpotter had just
detected six rounds fired nearby.

A truck driver flagged them down
to report that another trucker, Nicholas
Castiblanco, 36, of Spring, Texas, had fired
shots at him during a parking dispute,
according to CPD’s report.

Prosecutors said Castiblanco shot at the
man when the victim followed his truck to
get his license plate number.

Cops pulled Castiblanco over and alleg-
edly recovered a pistol and a shotgun.

Prosecutors charged him with endan-
gering others by recklessly discharging a
firearm. But they refused to charge
him with illegally possessing firearms
because he is licensed to have them in
Texas, according to CPD’s arrest report.

Judge Susana Ortiz detained Castiblan-
co, noting that police found cartridge
casings at the scene and bullet holes in the
victim’s truck.

BURGLAR fromp. 1

company told him of at least four more
break-ins in the same area, closer to Ful-
lerton Ave. And a second reader said they
found their car’s window shattered on
Stockton Dr. when they headed out for a
road trip Feb. 22.

CPD records show break-ins are even
more common on Stockton Dr. between
LaSalle Dr. and Armitage, along the edge
of the Lincoln Park Zoo.

ADVANCE

YOUR

CAREER

BA In Business Administration

= Connect business ideas with action.

= Develop critical leadership skills.

= Earn credit for prior learning.

APPLY TODAY

START THIS SPRING
Visit go.depaul.edu/BAPS
for more information.
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