Always be a first-rate
version of yourself,
instead of

a second-rate version

of somebody else.
— Judy Garland
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high density, 200-unit building.

City Sports building is gone,
site cleanup underway,
construction to start in June

BY PATRICK BUTLER

By the time you read this,
Uptown’s City Sports building
at 4601-4613 N. Broadway St.
should be pretty much gone — to
make room for a nine-story Tran-
sit Oriented Development build-
ing containing 200 apartment
units and 12,000-square feet of
retail space and a rooftop “ame-
nity” deck.

The project is being done by
John Buck and Free Market Ven-
tures, which is expected to begin
building sometime this June, ac-
cording to Ald. James Cappleman
[46th], who added the apartments
may be ready for occupancy by

August. The John Buck Co. is
known primarily for their Loop-
area apartment and office tower
developments.

Cappleman predicted “this de-
velopment will serve as an anchor
for the Broadway/Wilson corri-
dor,” adding that final approval
from the city to move forward
with demolition came back in
December.

The project isn’t the first at-
tempted at the intersection of
Broadway St. and Wilson Ave. in
an effort to revitalize the area, lo-
cal residents and business leaders
noted. In 2016, Praedium Devel-
opment proposed going in with
an 11-story building with ground

floor retail space and 197 apart-
ments.

The project never came to frui-
tion, reportedly partly because of
opposition from Uptown housing
advocates concerned too many
low-income residents would be
displaced.

Former commercial tenants
Wilson Optical, Expo Beauty
Supply, Family Dollar, Rainbow
Clothing, and City Sports were va-
cated last year. City Sports vacat-
ed its longtime home on the cor-
ner of Broadway and Wilson for a
space in the McJunkin Building,
4520 N. Broadway, caddy-corner
from its former location.

Nearly 9,000 affected
by state mailing SNAFU

Incident involving protected health information

Due to a mailing mistake, al-
most 9,000 files statewide relating
to Temporary Assistance to Needy
Families [TANF] and Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance Program
[SNAP] were misdirected to the
wrong people.

The State claims that a file re-
ceived from the National Change
of Address registry at the U.S.
Postal Service was matched
against an out-of-date client file
by a state employee, and that the
resulting file was loaded into the
State’s eligibility system, and in-
correctly changed the addresses
for 8,848 of the Illinois Dept.
of Healthcare and Family Ser-
vices [HFS] and Illinois Dept. of
Human Services [IDHS] house-
holds.

As a result of the error, in late
November and December 2020,
notices were mailed to 8,848

households at incorrect addresses.

Notices were sent to the right
customer name at the wrong cus-
tomer address.

Pursuant to the requirements
of the Health Insurance Portabil-
ity and Accountability Act, and
corresponding regulations of the
State of Illinois, the HFS and the
IDHS are notifying state residents
of a security incident within the
State of Illinois.

The notices may have included
name, case number, status as a
recipient of medical assistance,
TANF or SNAP benefits, names
of dependents, birth dates, medi-
cal information numbers, medical
eligibility category, and medical
coverage dates. Of the 8,848 no-
tices that were mailed, one notice
included a complete Social Secu-
rity number, and five notices in-
cluded a complete bank account

number.

To date, the State is unaware of
any actual or attempted misuse of
personal information as a result of
the incident.

The State is now in the process
of sending letters to the individu-
als whose information was sent to
the incorrect address, members
of the Illinois General Assembly,
and the Office of the Illinois At-
torney General.

Individuals with questions may
write to: HFS HIPAA/Privacy
Officer, 201 S. Grand Ave. East,
Springfield, IL 62763, or email
HFS .Privacy.Officer@illinois.
gov. Credit reporting agencies and
the Federal Trade Commission
can also offer information about
fraud alerts and security freezes
and contact information for those
organizations are being provided
to the affected individuals.

Alderman introduces
ordinance to downzone
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A new downzoning ordinance may apply to 4800 N. Lincoln Ave. and the
northside of 2412-2432 W. Lawrence Ave., in Lincoln Square.

STORY BY PETER VON BUOL

Ald. Andre Vasquez [40th] on
Feb. 24 introduced legislation
that, if approved by the Chicago
City Council, would reclassify
the current zoning of the Lin-
coln Square parcels currently oc-
cupied by a branch of the Fifth
Third Bank as well as its adjacent
parking lots.

Currently zoned as B3-2, Com-
munity Shopping District, Ald.
Vasquez’s ordinance would lower
the zoning designation to B3-1,
Community Shopping District.
While both designations allow for
a large retail store to be located
on the site, Vasquez’s ordinance
would enable the community to
provide public input.

The ordinance will apply to
4800 N. Lincoln Ave. and the

north side of 2412-2432 W. Law-
rence Ave.

Chicago-based developer Hub-
bard Street Group [HSG] has in-
dicated it plans to build a large
grocery store for an undisclosed
company and a new branch for
Fifth Third Bank. Using the cur-
rent zoning to its advantage, the
developer has said it can begin its
project “by right” and it will not
fall under the city’s Planned De-
velopment zoning designation.

Such a category usually ap-
plies to large grocery stores but
by building its project in stages,
company officials believe they
can avoid the process.

Located at a highly visible
northwest corner of the Lawrence,
Western and Lincoln Ave. inter-

DOWNZONE see p. 12

Postal problems
continue on North Side

Over the last three months, al-
most every North Side neighbor-
hood - and neighborhoods city-
wide - have complained about
delayed and spotty U.S. Postal
Service mail delivery.

It is a problem that appears to
be spreading further, rather than
being fixed by the U.S. Postal
Service [USPS] or any local fed-
eral officials.

Every North Side alderman
these days seems to be encourag-
ing USPS customers that have a
concern with their mail delivery,
questions about specific pieces
of mail, and or other service is-
sues to contact their local Postal
station or the Consumer Affairs
office at 312-983-8403.
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FOLLOW OUR VICTORIES | § (FathersRightsMovement

On the North Side, city and
state officials are encouraging
residents and businesses to con-
tact Congressmen Michael Quig-
ley and Jan Schakowsky, and
Senator Dick Durbin.

Mail service in Chicago has
been spotty for well over a de-
cade, but in the last year, the in-
ability to deliver mail even a few
times a week became ubiquitous.
Many communities now complain
of no mail deliveries in weeks to
a full month, and a lot of USPS
customers are now going to their
neighborhood branches to try and
collect their mail in person, with
mixed results.
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Cultivating the resilience to stir the pot

By Thomas J. O'Gorman

The recent polar vortex and the
almost 12 months of quarantine
have given me a certain fresh
“Chicago toughness.”

The monastic intelligence that
has grown during our lockdown
has not been without some mea-
sured wisdom and thoughtful in-
centives. Our everyday cautions
against the COVID virus have
not been without some character-
building.

So we fall back on our strengths
which may be more visible to us
now. Those resources are life-
giving.

Perhaps it’s because we're
reading better literary material.
Maybe it’s because we’re better
focused in determining what’s of
real value.

Maybe we’re just eating bet-
ter, resting more, drinking less or
helping more.

Do you feel more invested in
things?

I love that many people have
begun a new relationship with
food, taking things more seri-
ously in the kitchen, around the
dining table, eating as a family
again. More homemade soups,
cheesy pastas, bedtime hot choc-
olates, homemade biscuits and
breads. Some have discovered
the many layered joys that better
foods bring to the overall quality
of life, in ways that a few White
Castles can’t conceive of. Or what
sharing a favorite Pinot Noir is
really all about.

Saturday I made a Boeuf Bour-
guignon, one-pot cooking, French
peasant style. A chuck roast (4
Ibs), good, marbled beef, cut in
large pieces.

For the slow, long cook, here’s

the secret: Brown the meat in
some olive oil and sprinkle some
sugar on the meat as it browns.
The sugar works to create a
caramel-like glaze. Makes the
meat brown perfectly. Later this
“browning” will be responsible
for the deep, dark, savory qual-
ity of your sauce. It starts in the
beginning.

We make this dish a lot. So
perfecting its refinements has
been slow and subtle. After the
browning, just add most of a good
bottle of Burgundy. (Save about 8
oz and add it 20 minutes before
serving.) Add brown mushrooms,
a thinly sliced red onion, carrots.
No celery (important). Bit of to-
mato paste (no tomatoes). Fresh
rosemary and a big tablespoon of
Herbs du Provence. Coarse black
pepper, fresh crushed garlic to
taste (I use five big cloves) and
chopped parsley (a lot).

Then add some good beef
broth, two or three cups. Simmer
slow for three to four hours. You
can thicken the sauce at the end.

Sample the dish while it sim-
mers. You’ll be amazed how it
changes. I don’t use salt. If you
do, go lightly.

Serve with creamy mashed po-
tatoes, I also like potatoes latkes
(we get ours from Ukrainian Deli)
and crunchy French bread. Wash
it down with a fruity French red
wine. Splurge.

No food has the power like
this stew to keep everyone warm.
This, for me, is the essential
French dish, perfected over the
living of real life in France. Savor
the leftovers, I like to turn them
into a pie two days later.

Creating a classic meal like
Boeuf Bourguignon easily be-
comes a joyous celebration of
cooking accomplishment and
magnificent tastes. All the great
flavors are there, your job as chef
is to bring them together and let
the heat and time work its magic.

I really believe that this is what
we need to be about right now,
cooking well, as we hit the 12-
month mark of quarantine and
pandemic.
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As we mark time between our
inoculations.

And as we attempt to shape
what we can’t control with the
things we are really good at.

need of redemption.

WHO'’S THE BOSS? If more
aldermen got hoodwinked at local
Chicago saloons, either saloons
would get safer or thugs would

I’ve noticed that I
have made new tran-
sition paintings in
the last few weeks.
I’d like to think that
it’s a spiritual thing,
an aesthetic expres-
sion of something
going on inside of
me, closed up for so
long during the pan-
demic.

No matter how
much snow is on
the ground or how
low the temperature
sinks. At such mo-
ments of reality, we

Ald. Brendan Reilly

get less daring.
Glad Ald. Brendan
Reilly [42nd] is OK.
Sorry he was hood-
winked and roughed
up by thugs while
at the Boss Bar on
Clark St. Known
to be his favorite
watering hole. The
thugs must be new
in town not know-
ing who Reilly was.
They’re lucky he
didn’t press charges.
But this has to stop.
Royko up. Alder-
men should be free

always have Boeuf Bourguignon
and a fresh painting to do. By
which I mean we have the chal-
lenge to create something lus-
cious in a perilous time.

Maybe your dish is a Chicken
Cacciatore or a Lamb Stew made
with Guinness. Or a French Om-
elette. Or a tuna salad canapé.

I suppose what I'm trying to
encourage in the characters of
our Chicago readers, you, is that
hope is to be found in the strang-
est of places. With people we may
never have expected to uncover it.
Or from the past when we never
took the time to figure out. Many
folk have lost precious friends
and family to the pandemic. Their
loss will seriously alter our living.
But we also have the resources to
go on. To build lives of meaning
and purpose that will strengthen
others around us. People willing
to stir the pot with us.

Or pour the wine or slice the
bread despite the warring fac-
tions of fractious local politics.
And human greed. And heartbro-
ken fears. We have fresh resourc-
es to lift our vision from worry-
ing about ourselves, to finding
the hurt in one another. That’s
what this Boeuf

to patronize their locals

A HIGHER STANDARD:
Three cheers for North Side State
Rep. Kelly Cassidy who called
for Mike Madigan to step down
long before it was popular, back
when he was still denying any
wrongdoing. She demanded a
“high standard” for party leader-
ship after seeing the ‘king had no
clothes’ back in July, bucking the
party leadership on principle, be-
fore the parade had even formed.
We’re just saying...

UNAPOLOGETIC: A solo
exhibition by Roger J. Carter
opens to the public on Tuesday,
March 9 at Pilsen Yards, 1163
W. 18th St. Opening day will be
solely focused on the artwork and
feature a variety of new creations
available for sale. The exhibition
will run for one month concur-
rently with the restaurants dining

in the ward. This is the
equivalent of Old Man
Daley getting pick-pock-
eted at Schaller’s. Or
Ald. Tom Tunney [44th)]
getting  Mickey-Finned
at the Cubby Bear.

In the past aldermen
like Bathhouse John
Coughlin or Hinky
Dink Kenna, of Levee
District fame, or “Chi-
cago ain’t ready for re-
form” North Side alder-
men like Paddy Bauler,
who once operated a

speakeasy at Willow
and Howe streets during

Roger J. Carter

prohibition - or Charlie Weber,
whose ward headquarters was a
bierstube next to St. Alphonsus
Church - would have made sure
the thugs were ‘sleeping with the
fishes.” But now that Mike Madi-
gan has vacated his Democratic
Chairman’s seat, there’s no telling
who’ll be moving on or staying
put. Even in the 42nd Ward.
REAL MAN: Visionary per-
former and tech-savvy musician
Todd Rundgren is in the middle
of a 25-city virtual concert tour

Bourguignon is all
about. The human
resilience to create
“le dish classique.”
Chicago’s tough-
ness is our capacity
to survive.
URBAN
AMERICA’S
BEST: Rob Wein-
ert-Kendt, an arts
journalist, is edi-
tor of American
Theater magazine
and a frequent con-

Todd Rundgren

from  Chicago’s
South Side. His
performances on
the “Clearly Hu-
man Virtual Tour”
are all geo-fenced
and individually
programmed to a
different US city
featured on the
tour. But in the real
world, Todd is per-
forming all of his
shows from one
undisclosed loca-
tion on this fair

tributor to the New
York Times, Time Out New York,
other publications of note and a
popular blog, The Wicked Stage.
He recently wrote an optimistic,
hope-filled piece in ‘America,
the prestigious publication by the
Jesuits, calling Chicago the na-
tion’s greatest city. Try and get a
copy of the magazine, worth the
read. The piece was triggered by
Steve James’ stylish five-part
documentary, “City So Real,”
the work of National Geographic
magazine and Hulu. Try and view
the whole thing. You’ll be glad
you did. ‘City So Real’ explores
Chicago, a great American city in

city’s South Side.
Always ahead of the trends, Todd
thinks this might be the future of
the touring business in a pandem-
ic era. So no more waiting in long
lines to use stinky porta-potties at
Alpine Valley, something we can
all be thankful for. Plus the beer
and munchies are cheaper.

THE HOUSE OF BLUES:
Prince Harry and Meghan
Markle, The Duke and Duchess
of Sussex, are set to sit down with
the media mogul Oprah Winfrey
on March 7. The 90-minute inter-
view, aptly called “Oprah with
Meghan and Harry,” is set to air
7 p.m. on CBS.

schedule. You must RSVP online
to secure a viewing a time. Punc-
tual arrival is strongly suggested
for this highly anticipated show.
LYRIC OPERA: A beguiling
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by Felicia Dechter

If youre a cancer patient, a
cancer survivor, a caregiver, the-
ater fan, military enthusiast or
just someone who wants to read a
beautifully-written and inspiring
new book by a local author, please
pick up a copy of Gold Coaster
Ed Tracy’s “Gorilla In The Room
And Other Stories.”

In June 2008, Tracy was diag-
nosed with Stage 3 colon cancer,
and the great thing is, he’s here to-
day to tell his story. As he battled
the disease, Tracy was surprised
by the fact that when chemother-
apy treatments commenced, he
started recalling specific life ex-
periences with vivid memories.

Soon Tracy was exploring his
past and that’s what we get to read
about. From the get-go we start
learning about his growing up
in rural Vermont farm country,
acting in college theater, and his
heartfelt remembrances of many
of his inspirational friends and
mentors.

Along with that, Tracy -- who
has quite the imagination -- also
imagined a cancer-treatment-
based musical comedy, “Gorilla
In The Room,” set in an oncology
ward on a Broadway stage with
costumes and music and patients
and hope and the “Club” that no-
body wants to be in, the Cancer
Club.

When he needed to mentally
check out of chemo treatment,
Tracy checked into imaginary
“Gorilla” rehearsals.

He has put together a wonder-
ful collection of essays, letters
and other writings and he takes
us back and forth between the
musical and homespun stories of
people, places, and events that in-
spired him. We follow Tracy’s life
from the farm to New York and
later Chicago, where he helped
launch the Pritzker Military Li-
brary and became a theater critic.

Along the way we meet Medal
of Honor recipients, theater and
media personalities as well as
doctors, Tracy’s family, Buster
Keaton’s widow, and even Wer-
ner Klemperer who was Colonel
Klink on the old TV sitcom “Ho-
gan’s Heroes.” The book is meant
to “inspire others to face the chal-
lenges in their own lives, live with
and learn from their mistakes,
practice forgiveness, cherish ac-
complishments no matter how
small, and remember to respect
and honor the people who had
faith in them along the way.”

And that it does.

This is not a tale about cancer
-- it’s much more than that. It’s a
hope-sending memoir, filled with
stories of resilience, love, family,
friendship and fascinating people.
I laughed, I cried, and as a fel-
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Going ape over

“Gorilla In The Room”
bt

Gold Coaster Ed Tracy has written an endearing new book, Gorilla In The

Room.

Photo by Matt Ferguson/ExecPIX.com. Book cover art by James Dietz.

low “Club” member and cancer
survivor I identified with Tracy.
I mourned with him when his
parents died and when he wrote
of his mother, Helen, singing the
Irving Berlin song “Always,” 1
quietly shed a tear for my own
grandmother, who used to sing
“Always,” -- her favorite -- to me
when I was a little girl.
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"5 Art by James Dietz

When he needed to
mentally check out of
chemo treatment, Tracy
checked into imaginary
“Gorilla” rehearsals.

Tracy is an award-winning tele-
vision/webcast producer/program
host who’s president of Roxbury
Road Creative, LLC, a Chicago-
based professional management
company. He has produced major
events and hosted presentations
for the City, the National World
War II Museum, EbertFest, the
Union League Club of Chicago,
the Richard H. Driehaus Muse-
um, the Chicago History Museum
and many more. Tracy is also the
proud owner of a Chicago Mid-
west Regional Emmy Award as
executive producer/co-host of a
live broadcast of the Medal of
Honor Convention Opening Cer-
emony at Soldier Field. And be-
sides all the aforementioned ac-
complishments, he also managed
to snag one of our town’s most
gifted entertainers/writers/pro-
ducers, Denise McGowan.

I had no idea that he was as tal-
ented as his lovely wife!

March is Colon Cancer Aware-
ness Month with Friday being
Dress in Blue Day. If you can, put
on some blue clothing or a blue
ribbon to raise awareness of this
horrible disease and honor those
affected by it.

We caught up with Tracy for a
little more info on “Gorilla.” We
thank him for chatting.

Q. What made you decide to
write Gorilla in the Room and
why did you choose that title?

A. Until you receive a cancer
diagnosis and join the “Club,” it
is difficult to imagine how you
and those around you will react
to it. That was Rule #1 for me:
Nobody’s cancer journey is the
same. It was that advice from my
surgeon that kept me off the In-
ternet and focused on my family,
my job and getting back in the
game. When I felt up to it during
treatment, I wrote about topics
that were not related to the work
I was doing at the time. And I be-
came a very active listener and
observer. Conversations took on
new meaning and I was acutely
aware of what people were saying
to me.

There was no place that this
was more apparent than in the
chemotherapy treatment center
at Northwestern Hosp. In the face
of so many others facing their
challenges around me, I began
to imagine a Broadway musical
filled with patients, caregivers
and hope. I shared the idea with
my medical team and the dedi-
cated clinicians in the ward, who
were treating over 30 patients in
multiple shifts over the course of
a day. The arc of the show then
poured out one night, a train-
wreck of a musical comedy with
Joe Gorilla, a larger-than-life
central character who, with his
minions—the “Chaosals”—appear
throughout the musical to cause
the kind of havoc in and around
the ward operations that only
members in the club will relate to
in their own lives. “Gorilla in the
Room” was the first song written
for the musical.

Q. How difficult, both emotion-
ally and physically, was it to put
it all together?

A. Emotionally, it was very
therapeutic for me to explore my
past as if I was telling the story to
an old friend. The essays, letters
and stories are all connected by
the musical scenes. The tributes
to people I knew, mentors and
moments that had an impact on
my life seemed to crystalize dur-
ing my chemotherapy treatment.
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A new riverfront concert
and entertainment district may
soon become a reality now that
City Hall has approved a zon-
ing change request.

The developers of a former
Morton Salt warehouse along
the west bank of the Chicago
River could soon begin its
$50 million redevelopment as
the plan was approved by City
Council on Feb. 26.

The vote was what develop-
ers Blue Star Properties and R2
needed to allow nonindustrial
uses for the facility, which sits
on 4.25 riverfront acres adja-
cent to Goose Island.

Chicago restaurant and en-
tertainment group 16” on Cen-
ter plans to put on concerts and
other events at the Elston Ave.
property known for the salt
company’s landmark “Umbrel-
la Girl” sign.

Once done, the complex
may be able to accommodate
crowds as large as 3,600 inside
a former salt shed, and 7,000
people outside. The site is large
enough for multiple events to
happen simultaneously.

“We’re very optimistic about
the future of live entertainment
and live experiences in gen-
eral,” Golden told the Chicago
Tribune. “We want to redefine
what a live music experience
is in Chicago. Having that

Morton’s Salt project
passes muster in City Hall

N ¥ ‘-

fairground allows you to have
some food, walk around, look
at some jewelry or books, and
after the show you have a drink
on the river or take a boat ride.
It is a magical type of place.
At night it’s beautiful.” 16” on
Center also owns concert ven-
ues Empty Bottle and Thalia
Hall, along with Revival Food
Hall.

The developers say they are
in talks with groups such as
breweries, coffee roasters and
small manufacturers of prod-
ucts such as furniture to lease
space in the main brick struc-
ture.

Morton Salt has leased-back
a 20,000-square-foot research-
and-development space at the
site.

The developers hope the be
underway this summer and
have already lined up construc-
tion financing. The first ten-
ants could move in by early
next year, and the indoor events
venue should open by late sum-
mer 2022.

Writing was a great escape for
me at the time and helped to ease
the sadness of loss that I felt for
on the passing of John Callaway,
Werner Klemperer and Medal of
Honor recipient Walt Ehlers. 1
learned later that writing letters
was a way to process the grief of
sudden loss.

One result of my treatment
was a severe and lasting case of
peripheral neuropathy which af-
fected my hands and feet and
curtailed activities like golf, bike
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Chicago’s home and condo markets off to fast start

by Don DeBat

Strong buyer demand during
the pandemic kicked Chicago’s
home and condominium resale
market off to a fast start in Janu-
ary, analysts say.

Residential resales climbed
16.9% to 1,678 units, while the
median price rose 15.8% to
$310,000, and the average market
time dipped 17 days to 85 days,
reported Midwest Real Estate
Data, the regional multiple list-
ing service. The total inventory
of homes for sale increased 7.9%
to 7,143 units.

“However, when we look at the
detached and attached markets
separately, we see some impor-
tant distinctions,” noted housing
analyst Mary Jo Nathan of the
Charese Team at Compass Ros-
coe Village.

Resale home listings scarce

In the detached single-family
home segment, inventory fell
46.1% to 1,345 existing-home
listings. Despite strong demand
for homes, the lack of supply
held sales to 714 units, a 7.9%
increase over Jan. 2020. The me-
dian home sales price spiked 21%
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“Optimism continues as the economy slowly regains its footing, thus affecting mortgage rates,” said Sam Khater, Freddie Mac’s chief economist.
“Though rates continue to rise, they remain near historic lows.”

to $275,000, and average market
time decreased by 19 days to 75
days.

“Despite the inventory head-
winds, January’s results were
exceptional from a historical per-
spective,” noted Nathan, a North
Side residential real estate broker
since 2000.

“The median sales price was the
highest ever recorded for Chicago
in January, while the sales total
was the largest and average mar-
ket time the lowest since 2006,
the peak of the housing boom that
preceded the Great Recession,”
Nathan said.

Condo listings soar

In the housing attached mar-
ket—which primarily consists of
condominiums and town homes—
there were 964 city sales in Janu-
ary, up 24.5% from the same
month in 2020. The median sales
price gained 10% to $345,000, a

January record, and average mar-
ket time shortened by 17 days to
91 days. Attached housing inven-
tory skyrocketed 40.6% to 5,798
units, compared with January of
2020.

“Many condo buyers are also
sellers because they are looking
for more space now that they are
working from home during the
pandemic,” Nathan explained. “A
significant number of buyers want
to move to a single-family home,
which helps explain why demand
is so strong in that segment.”
Sales hot in the suburbs

As robust as city home sales
were in January, the suburbs
were even hotter. Sales across the
seven-county Chicago metro area
were up 22.5% to 7,000 homes,
and the median sales price rose
15.8% to $272,000. Average mar-
ket time was 72 days.

The increases were comparable

in both housing segments. De-
tached home sales up 21.4% and
the median price gained 17.9%
to $299,900, while attached sales
rose 24.7%. The median price in-
creased 10.3% to $215,000.
Mortgage-rate creep

On Feb. 25, benchmark 30-year
fixed-rate mortgages averaged
2.97% nationwide, up from 2.81%
a week earlier, reported Freddie
Mac’s Primary Mortgage Market
Survey. A year ago, 30-year fixed
loans averaged 3.45%. Fifteen-
year fixed mortgages averaged
2.34%, up from 2.21% a week
earlier. A year ago, the 15-year
fixed loans averaged 2.95%.

On Feb. 25, Gateway Capital
Mortgage in Chicago was quot-
ing 2.877% on 30-year loans and
2.5% on 15-year mortgages, re-
ported RateSeeker.com.

The Freddie Mac survey is fo-
cused on conventional, conform-

ing, fully amortizing home pur-
chase loans for borrowers who
put 20% down and have excellent
credit.

“Optimism continues as the
economy slowly regains its foot-
ing, thus affecting mortgage
rates,” said Sam Khater, Freddie
Mac’s chief economist. “Though
rates continue to rise, they remain
near historic lows.”

However, when combined with
demand-fueled rising home pric-
es and low inventory, “these ris-
ing rates limit how competitive a
potential home buyer can be and
how much house they are able to
purchase,” Khater said.

For more housing news, visit
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat
is co-author of “Escaping Condo
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide
for condominium living. Visit
www.escapingcondojail.com.

Restaurants, hotels call for reopening plan

Industry officials warn they can’t last another year

BY PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

Officials from the hotel, res-
taurant and convention industries
told a state Senate panel last week
that they need a clear plan for how
they will be allowed to reopen as
the COVID-19 pandemic wanes,
warning that without such a plan,
many will go out of business per-
manently.

“We need to know ... a strat-
egy, we need to know the metrics
as we move forward because we
cannot, we cannot lose another
summer here in the state of II-
linois,” Sam Toia, president and
CEO of the Illinois Restaurant
Association, told the state Sen-
ate’s newly-formed Tourism and
Hospitality Committee during its

first virtual hearing.

The committee was set up this
year by Senate President Don
Harmon because the state’s tour-
ism industry has been among the
hardest hit by the pandemic.

Currently, all regions of the
state are under Phase 4 mitiga-
tions, which limits private gather-
ings to no more than 50 people.
But Toia argued that many res-
taurants are capable of handling
larger numbers of people safely,
and he said there should be a
more specific plan that would al-
low bars, restaurants and hotels
to gradually move out of Phase 4
toward Phase 5, which is full re-
opening.

“We just want to know when
we can go back to having con-
ventions, having parties, private
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parties, figuring out when we can
have some fans in stadiums. This
is very, very unclear,” he said.
“And we just want to get adjusted
of what Phase 5 is going to look
like. I don’t think we can wait 12
to 18 months.”

Michael Jacobson, president
and CEO of the Illinois Hotel
and Lodging Association, agreed,
saying that without such a plan,
hotels risk losing not just another
season, but another year.

“What our industry needs is
clarity,” he said. “Meeting plan-
ners are making their plans right
now for events booked this sum-
mer and beyond. ... Because of
how long these planners book in
advance, we cannot take a day-by-
day approach to these restrictions.
Otherwise, we are putting months
and months of future business
at risk of leaving our state. And
once a meeting leaves Illinois, it

becomes so much harder to con-
vince that organizer to come back
to our state.”

Jacobson said the statewide av-
erage occupancy rate for hotels
in Illinois in December was only
27%, roughly half what it was a
year earlier. That compared to a
nationwide average occupancy
rate of 37%.

During a one-week period in
January, he said, the occupancy
rate among Chicago hotels was
down 84% from a comparable
week in 2019.

“It has become clear that we
will be among the last industries
to recover from this disaster. In
fact, we don’t anticipate a recov-
ery to pre-pandemic levels until
2024 at the earliest,” Jacobson
said. “And that is assuming that
the recovery accelerates here in
the next couple of months.”

Toia and Jacobson both noted
that other states are adopting
plans that allow for a more grad-
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ual reopening of businesses with
larger and larger group limits.
Both also argued that workers in
those industries should be priori-
tized for vaccinations.

According to the “Restore II-
linois” reopening plan, the state
can only move into Phase 5 when
“testing, tracing and treatment are
widely available throughout the
state. Either a vaccine is devel-
oped to prevent additional spread
of COVID-19, a treatment option
is readily available that ensures
health care capacity is no longer a
concern, or there are no new cases
over a sustained period.”

Toia and Jacobson argued that
with vaccines now in distribu-
tion and the spread of the disease
greatly slowed, it’s time for the
administration to start making
more specific plans for how and
when the state can transition to
Phase 5. The state’s rolling seven-
day case positivity rate on Feb.
25 was 2.7%, the lowest it’s been
since early July.

Senate  Health Committee
Chairwoman Sara Feigenholtz,
from the North Side’s 6th District,
said the committee would review
that letter and any response the
administration provides. “Our
goal is to meet and construct a
safe plan to get tourists into ho-
tels, restaurants and our cultural
institutions. There is a path to do
this safely, and Illinois must look
at the modeling and metrics of
other states in order to kick-start
a struggling industry.”
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Corruption spikes in 2019;
Chicago still America’s
‘most corrupt city’

lllinois remains third among the states

Some of Chicago’s most powerful political figures have recently been named in criminal investigations, adding to
Chicago’s world-wide, age-old reputation for vast political corruption.

BY STAFF

Corruption spiked in Chicago
in 2019, a year when some of the
most important public corruption
scandals in the history of Chi-
cago and Illinois were exposed,
according to a report released by
political scientists at the Univ. of
Illinois at Chicago.

“Bombshell corruption news in
2019 dethroned the Speaker of the
Illinois House of Representative;
forced city’s most powerful al-
derman to relinquish his Finance
Committee chairmanship; upset
Chicago’s Mayoral election cam-
paign; torpedoed the most pow-
erful and well-known candidate,
and caused the resignation of nu-

San Antonio, Texas, 290.

The State of Illinois had 32 to-
tal corruption convictions in 2019,
which included the 26 from the
Chicago-based judicial district.
Since 1976, Illinois had a total of
2,152, making it the third most
corrupt state on a per capita ba-
sis. While California, New York
and several other states had more
federal public corruption convic-
tions than Illinois in the 43-year
period, the Prairie State has a
much smaller population and thus
a higher rate of convictions per
capita.

Despite the decline in convic-
tions in recent years, Chicago’s
cumulative total of 1,770 convic-
tions, with an average of 42 con-

over a two-year period. Solis
agreed to record Burke’s conver-
sations after he was confronted by
law enforcement with evidence of
his own alleged misdeeds.

On Jan. 29,2019, the Sun-Times
reported that it obtained a federal
affidavit stating that the FBI se-
cretly recorded Speaker Michael
Madigan trying to get business
for his law firm from a developer
brought to him by Ald. Danny So-
lis. The developer wanted to build
a hotel in Chinatown and Madi-
gan wanted a new client for his
law firm.

In May 2019, the FBI raided the
City Club’s offices for documents
about Commonwealth Edison.
The FBI had a subpoena seek-

ing information on political

merous public officials,” said
former Ald. Dick Simpson, a
political science professor at
UIC, and the principal au-
thor of the report.

The investigation sur-
rounding Michael Madi-
gan caused him to lose re-
election as Speaker in 2021
and to resign his seat in the
House.

Chicago’s 26 convictions

in 2019 were double the total
of 13 in 2018, but down from

an average of 41 per year.

And, if you look at only the last
decade, 2010 to 2019, Chicago,

with 285 convictions, slips

to 6th place, tied with Miami.

hiring and contracting at
Commonwealth Edison. Mi-
chael Madigan was named in
the subpoena.

Speaker Madigan had oth-
er legal and political trouble.
In March, Alaina Hampton,
a former campaign worker
filed a federal sexual harass-
ment lawsuit against four

Other co-authors of the
report, entitled Corruption Spikes
in Illinois, are Marco Rosaire
Rossi, a PhD candidate and po-
litical science student at UIC, and
Thomas J. Gradel, a former politi-
cal consultant. In the report, the
authors analyze public corruption
statistics published annually since
1976 by the U.S. Dept. of Justice
[DOJ].

DOJ’s Public Integrity unit
compiles convictions by Federal
Judicial Districts which are based
in major cities. The authors also
researched court filings, releases
from the three U.S. Attorneys in
[llinois, and articles by state’s ma-
jor news outlets.

In 2019, federal public cor-
ruption convictions rose to 26 in
Northern Illinois Federal Judicial
District, which is based in Chi-
cago, bringing Chicago’s cumula-
tive total to 1,770 for the 43-year
period since DOJ began publish-
ing the statistics.

Chicago’s 26 convictions in
2019 were double the total of 13
in 2018, but down from an average
of 41 per year. And, if you look
at only the last decade, 2010 to
2019, Chicago, with 285 convic-
tions, slips to 6th place, tied with
Miami. Richmond, Virginia, with
391, had the most corruption con-
victions in the decade; followed
by Baltimore, Maryland, 352; Los
Angeles, California, 342; New-
ark, New Jersey, 303; and Austin/

victions per year, makes it the
most corrupt city in the nation.
Los Angeles is in second place
with a total of 1,588, an average
of 37 per year; followed by New
York/Manhattan 1,361 or 32 per
year; Miami 1,234 or 29 per year;
and Washington D.C. with 1,199
for an average of 28 per year.

Bombshell Corruption in 2019

On January 2, 2019, the FBI
charged Ald. Edward Burke
[14th] and Chairman of the City
Council Finance Committee, with
attempted extortion for allegedly
offering to approve remodeling
permits for a Burger King restau-
rant in exchange for business for
his law firm. The FBI disclosed
that federal agents had recorded
Burke’s telephone conversations
for more than 19 months. As a re-
sult of the scandal, Burke resigned
as Chairman of the Finance Com-
mittee and Mayor Rahm Emanuel
ordered an independent audit of
the $100 million-per-year work-
ers compensation program that
had been under Burke’s control.
In June 2020, Mayor Lori Light-
foot transferred day-to-day con-
trol of the program to an outside
private company.

Ald. Danny Solis, Alderman
[25th] and Chairman of the City
Council’s Zoning Committee,
wore an undercover device to
record conversations with Burke

of Michael Madigan’s cam-
paign committees. She charged
that Kevin Quinn, a Madigan
aide, had sent her a barrage of un-
wanted messages and phone calls
in pursuit of a romantic and sexual
relationship. She settled the law-
suit later in 2019 for $275,000.

Madigan then fired Quinn.

He also forced the resignation
of Tim Mapes, his chief of staff
and clerk of the Illinois House,
after Mapes was accused of mak-
ing repeated inappropriate com-
ments to a clerk in the Speakers
office.

Additional political corruption
scandals were exposed in 2019

In July, John T. Coli, former
head of Teamsters Local 727 and
Former President of Teamsters
Joint Council 25, pleaded guilty to
accepting $325,000 in cash from
Cinespace Chicago Film Studios.
Cinespace employs workers rep-
resented by Coli’s union. The
joint council represents more
than 100,000 workers in Illinois
and Indiana. Coli, as a Teamster
chief, was a political powerhouse
in Illinois.

In August, Illinois State Sena-
tor Thomas Cullerton of Villa
Park was indicted by a federal
grand jury for allegedly receiving
more than $250,000 in salary and
benefits as an organizer for the
Teamsters. Coli hired Cullerton
for a “ghost” job, that didn’t ac-
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The Cook County Board of
Commissioners has enacted an
ordinance that would increase
disclosure in an area where it
is long overdue — Tax Incre-
ment Financing districts [TIF],
Treasurer Maria Pappas said
Feb. 25.

The Board approved an
amendment to the Debt Dis-
closure Ordinance, which al-
lows the Treasurer’s Office to
gather vital financial data for
the county’s 547 primary tax-
ing districts and publish it on
cookcountytreasurer.com.

The amendment would give
taxpayers the opportunity to
examine how TIF dollars have
been spent and to whom. This
information also would be post-
ed online for taxpayers to view
and download. Pappas sug-
gested the idea to the board and
helped draft the amendment.

“The Board took ground-
breaking action regarding
transparency when it passed
the Debt Disclosure Ordinance
in 2009,” Pappas said. “I am
grateful to the Board for doing
the same with TIFs.”

North Side Commissioner
Larry Suffredin [13th] was a
lead sponsor of the amendment,

Cook County Board brings
transparency to TIF spending

which had 13 cosponsors, in-
cluding those serving the North
Side: Bridget Degnen [12th] and
Bridget Gainer [10th].

In Cook County, 444 TIF
Districts accounted for more
than $1.3 billion in property tax
revenue last year — or 8.4% of
the entire $15.6 billion billed.

TIF tax funds may go

to four North Side parks

The playgrounds at four
North Side neighborhood parks
may be improved with Tax In-
crement Financing (TIF) tax re-
ceipts proposed to City Council
Feb. 24.

If passed, the sites will get
new equipment and/or resurfac-
ing. Each project would replace
older visitor amenities with
modern equipment that meets
todays safety and accessibility
standards.

The parks and funding
amounts include Theodore
Gross Park, 2708 W. Law-
rence Ave., ($175,000); Win-
nemac Park, 5001 N. Leavitt
St., ($200,000); Salmon Chase
Park, 4701 N. Ashland Ave.,
($125,000), and Broncho Billy
Park, 4437 N. Magnolia Ave.,
($175,000).

tually exist. Federal prosecutors
alleged that Cullerton violated
labor law for being paid as an or-
ganizer despite doing little or no
work for the Teamsters.

In September, the home of
State Senator Martin Sandoval of
Cicero was raided by federal offi-
cials seeking bribery evidence re-
lated to the placement of red-light
cameras in suburban municipali-
ties. Sandoval was indicted and
pleaded guilty in 2020. He died
in Dec. 2020 of COVID-19 com-
plications.

In October, State Representa-
tive Louis Arroyo of Chicago, who
was also a lobbyist, was charged
with bribing a State Senator to ob-
tain changes in Illinois gambling
laws to benefit his client.

The report also describes a
2019 raid on Ald. Carrie Aus-
tin’s 34th Ward office; the guilty
plea to fraud charges by former
Ald. Willie Cochran [20th]; the
indictments of six Harvey, IL, of-
ficials; guilty pleas by two Chi-
cago police officers for accepting
bribes from a lawyer referral ser-

vice in exchange for information
about traffic accidents and crash
victims; the conviction of Chi-
cago police officer Eddie Hicks
for racketeering, drug conspiracy
and other charges; and other nu-
merous incidents of corruption.
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Talk on Loyola Beach Dunes habitat

Zoom.

The Northtown Garden
Society is hosting a guess
speaker who will be speak-
ing about dune habitat res-
toration at Loyola Beach, 7
p.m. Thursday, March 4, on

Ann Whelan, a longtime
resident of Rogers Park,
who is known as the “Dune
Steward,” leads a group of
over 200 volunteers who
have worked since 2003 to
protect and restore the dune

habitat at Loyola Beach
Dunes, 1230 W. Greenleaf.

Their mission is to main-
tain a native wilderness
in the city and restore the
dunes as a native shoreline.

The Zoom meeting ID is
7068727845, and password
is x56XGG. For more in-
formation on the Northtown
Garden Society visit www.
northtowngardensociety.
org.

Letter to the Editor

Is this how tyranny starts?

Your story “Is the Land of
Lincoln being cancelled?” and
Mr. O’Gorman’s column [Feb.
24] are spot-on regarding the
erasure of American history
going on in the name of being
“woke.”

The language of the people
quoted in [these two] articles
is absolutely Orwellian. When
this country descends into
despotism and tyranny it can

be said that this is one of the
places it started.

Hopefully I won’t be alive to
see it.

If I am, I will be sent to a
death camp because I am a
straight, White male that isn’t
“woke.” I am not fragile, guilty
or ashamed.

Robert Wise, Edgewater

RESILIENCE from p. 2

75-minute program that show-
cases the talent in Lyric Opera’s
Ryan Center training program
and serves as a lively introduction
to Enrique Mazzola, the Music
Director designate of Lyric. For
more information about this 75-
minute concert, as well as other
Lyric programs visit www.lyrico-
pera.org.

PANDEMIC LUNCH: Re-
ports from Ralph Lauren Bar
& Grill are that conditions are
healthy and strong. Tables are set
at approved controlled distances
safe for dining. And the patio is
presently getting a rest and face-
lift before the Spring weather ar-
rives. Reservations essential.

WHO’S WHERE? Thomas
Demetrio made his Broadway
debut in Times Square with sig-
nage declaring him the lawyer
ranked first by Illinois Super
Lawyers for 2021... attorney Dan
Balanoff down in Austin, TX,
when they lost power, marooned
with friends, then began to collect
needed items for folk getting des-
perate and working with Austin
disaster relief network... Chuck
and Candace Jordan at Palm
Beach Grill and lookin’ for a
place to dance off dessert... Shay
Clark still in Dublin, up early
and outdoors armed with the Irish
Times, a mug of coffee and a fa-
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Worship Church
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7:30 pm Bible Study
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Thomas Demetrio

John Reilly

Keith Haring

Enriqgue Mazzola

Sherrill Bodine with Sebastian and Christina.

mous hot cross bun... Heather
Farley packing her bags and out
the door for warm breezes in
Palm Beach... Linda and David
Mahan, aka “Shake and Looney,”
making progress sailing from
Maine to Florida now in moss
covered, sunny Savannah, GA...
Mark Olley and Jim Ellsworth
in Hyde Park for breakfast at
Medici on 57th St., bumping into
Toni Preckwinkle urging them
to visit the Medici’s restaurant
bakery that’s heaven on earth...
Treasurer Maria Pappas tour-
ing Sweet Connections Bakery
with Tom Kailis, overwhelmed
with the cheesecakes... Sugar
Rautbord looking tres chic with
just the right jewels reminiscing
about her first novel... famed

Chicago lawyer Pat Tuite post-
ing photo of himself standing
outside Dublin house from which
his father came to America...
Harlem’s successful Black artist
Guy Stanley Philoche spending
more than $70K on art work from
struggling artists during the pan-
demic (my hero)... Todd Protz-
man Davis is in Lucca, Italy, the
olive oil capitol, same spot Chet
Baker played trumpet 60 years
ago... Jennifer Sutton Brieva
and Dr. Joaquin Brieva making
snow angels in Lincoln Park...
Paul Tuminaro noshing at Parigi
in Dallas before heading back to
Chi-town... Jolanta Ruege in
Scottsdale, AZ ... writer Sher-
rill Bodine is all love and smiles
with precious honorary grand-

children Sebastian and Chris-
tina... friends and fans of Crystal
Lucas Perry, who co-stared in
Richard Robin’s Broadway mu-
sical, “A Sign of the Times,” were
all geared up to see her on “Law
and Order,” on Feb 25, where she
wowed viewers... Karin Carlson
and son, Brock, doing a catch-up
dinner... thoughts and prayers to
John Reilly, currently rehabbing
after taking a terrible tumble on
the ice and a visit to the ER. Hope
you heal fast. Stay safe and warm
with Nurse Myra.

WON THE WEST: Colt ends
175 years as an American gun-
maker with purchase by Czech
firearms company.

PRADO: The Museo Nacional
del Prado in Madrid has acquired
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