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City Sports building is gone,
site cleanup underway,
construction to start in June

high density, 200-unit building.

BY PATRICK BUTLER

By the time you read this,
Uptown’s City Sports building
at 4601-4613 N. Broadway St.
should be pretty much gone — to
make room for a nine-story Tran-
sit Oriented Development build-
ing containing 200 apartment
units and 12,000-square feet of
retail space and a rooftop “ame-
nity” deck.

The project is being done by
John Buck and Free Market Ven-
tures, which is expected to begin
building sometime this June, ac-
cording to Ald. James Cappleman
[46th], who added the apartments
may be ready for occupancy by

August. The John Buck Co. is
known primarily for their Loop-
area apartment and office tower
developments.

Cappleman predicted “this de-
velopment will serve as an anchor
for the Broadway/Wilson corri-
dor,” adding that final approval
from the city to move forward
with demolition came back in
December.

The project isn’t the first at-
tempted at the intersection of
Broadway St. and Wilson Ave. in
an effort to revitalize the area, lo-
cal residents and business leaders
noted. In 2016, Praedium Devel-
opment proposed going in with
an 11-story building with ground

floor retail space and 197 apart-
ments.

The project never came to frui-
tion, reportedly partly because of
opposition from Uptown housing
advocates concerned too many

low-income residents would be
displaced.
Former commercial tenants

Wilson Optical, Expo Beauty
Supply, Family Dollar, Rainbow
Clothing,and City Sports were va-
cated last year. City Sports vacat-
ed its longtime home on the cor-
ner of Broadway and Wilson for a
space in the McJunkin Building,
4520 N. Broadway, caddy-corner
from its former location.

Care For Real awarded funding
to expand new Rogers Park program

BY EDGEVILLE BUZZ

Care For Real has long been
Edgewater’s support lifeline for
those needing essentials such as
food, clothing and even job sup-
port. Now it has been learned
that the organization has been
selected to receive a large grant
to also help feed our neighbors to
the North.

When the pandemic hit last
year shutting down the nation’s
economy, Care For Real (CFR)
stepped up its services to meet a
growing demand in the Edgewa-
ter area. Then when a call for help
came from the Rogers Park neigh-
borhood as well, they took on the
challenge as a growing problem of
food insecurity started to increase
in both communities.

Opening a pop-up pantry lo-
cated within the United Church
of Rogers Park, 1545 W. Morse,

last May, CFR’s mission to pro-
vide fresh groceries to those in
need became reality for residents
in the 49th Ward as well. As the
Rogers Park pop-up pantry’s
success proved to be vital for
the area, the program caught the
eye of the Greater Chicago Food
Depository (GCFD).

When it came time to select
local organizations to receive a
portion of $2.6 million in funding
from a GCFD Capacity Build-
ing Grant Program, Edgewater’s
CFR food pantry was an ideal
candidate. Created to ensure that
emergency food systems would
remain strong during the cur-
rent health crisis in communities
suffering from racial disparities,
Edgewater’s food pantry was
among 27 area organizations that
will divide the money to help
sustain their efforts.

With the number of diverse

households needing assistance
in Rogers Park remaining high,
the funds will allow CFR to con-
tinue their mission there. In fact,
an additional day of services was
recently announced to help feed a
growing list of clients.

“This grant opportunity award
allows Care for Real to more fully
demonstrate our commitment to
the Rogers Park community,” said
CFR Executive Director Gregory
Gross. “We will continue to do
our part, in collaboration with
the Greater Chicago Food Dep-
ository, to build a more equitable
and just food system that works
for all.”

News on additional services
CFR will offer in the Roger Park
neighborhood (including those
for Spanish speaking clients) will
be announced soon.
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A new downzoning ordinance may apply to 4800 N. Lincoln Ave. and the

northside of 2412-2432 W. Lawrence Ave., in Lincoln Square.

Alderman introduces
ordinance to downzone
Lincoln Square
bank property

STORY BY PETER VON BUOL

Ald. Andre Vasquez [40th] on
Feb. 24 introduced legislation
that, if approved by the Chicago
City Council, would reclassify
the current zoning of the Lin-
coln Square parcels currently oc-
cupied by a branch of the Fifth
Third Bank as well as its adjacent
parking lots.

Currently zoned as B3-2, Com-
munity Shopping District, Ald.
Vasquez’s ordinance would lower
the zoning designation to B3-1,
Community Shopping District.

While both designations allow for
a large retail store to be located
on the site, Vasquez’s ordinance
would enable the community to
provide public input.

The ordinance will apply to
4800 N. Lincoln Ave. and the
north side of 2412-2432 W. Law-
rence Ave.

Chicago-based developer Hub-
bard Street Group [HSG] has in-
dicated it plans to build a large
grocery store for an undisclosed
company and a new branch for

DOWNZONING see p. 12

Nearly 9,000 affected
by state mailing SNAFU

Incident involving protected health information

Due to a mailing mistake, al-
most 9,000 files statewide relating
to Temporary Assistance to Needy
Families [TANF] and Supplemen-
tal Nutrition Assistance Program
[SNAP] were misdirected to the
wrong people.

The State claims that a file re-
ceived from the National Change
of Address registry at the U.S.
Postal Service was matched
against an out-of-date client file
by a state employee, and that the
resulting file was loaded into the
State’s eligibility system, and in-
correctly changed the addresses
for 8,848 of the Illinois Dept. of
Healthcare and Family Services
[HFS] and Illinois Dept. of Hu-
man Services [IDHS] households.

As a result of the error, in late
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November and December 2020,
notices were mailed to 8,848
households at incorrect address-
es.

Notices were sent to the right
customer name at the wrong cus-
tomer address.

Pursuant to the requirements
of the Health Insurance Portabil-
ity and Accountability Act, and
corresponding regulations of the
State of Illinois, the HFS and the
IDHS are notifying state residents
of a security incident within the
State of Illinois.

The notices may have included
name, case number, status as a
recipient of medical assistance,
TANF or SNAP benefits, names

SNAFU seep. 12
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Cultivating the resilience to stir the pot

By Thomas J. O'Gorman

The recent polar vortex and the
almost 12 months of quarantine
have given me a certain fresh
“Chicago toughness.”

The monastic intelligence that
has grown during our lockdown
has not been without some mea-
sured wisdom and thoughtful in-
centives. Our everyday cautions
against the COVID virus have
not been without some character-
building.

So we fall back on our strengths
which may be more visible to us
now. Those resources are life-
giving.

Perhaps it’s because we're
reading better literary material.
Maybe it’s because we’re better
focused in determining what’s of
real value.

Maybe we’re just eating bet-
ter, resting more, drinking less or
helping more.

Do you feel more invested in
things?

I love that many people have
begun a new relationship with
food, taking things more seri-
ously in the kitchen, around the
dining table, eating as a family
again. More homemade soups,
cheesy pastas, bedtime hot choc-
olates, homemade biscuits and
breads. Some have discovered
the many layered joys that better
foods bring to the overall quality
of life, in ways that a few White
Castles can’t conceive of. Or what
sharing a favorite Pinot Noir is
really all about.

Saturday I made a Boeuf Bour-
guignon, one-pot cooking, French
peasant style. A chuck roast (4
Ibs), good, marbled beef, cut in
large pieces.

For the slow, long cook, here’s

the secret: Brown the meat in
some olive oil and sprinkle some
sugar on the meat as it browns.
The sugar works to create a
caramel-like glaze. Makes the
meat brown perfectly. Later this
“browning” will be responsible
for the deep, dark, savory qual-
ity of your sauce. It starts in the
beginning.

We make this dish a lot. So
perfecting its refinements has
been slow and subtle. After the
browning, just add most of a good
bottle of Burgundy. (Save about 8
oz and add it 20 minutes before
serving.) Add brown mushrooms,
a thinly sliced red onion, carrots.
No celery (important). Bit of to-
mato paste (no tomatoes). Fresh
rosemary and a big tablespoon of
Herbs du Provence. Coarse black
pepper, fresh crushed garlic to
taste (I use five big cloves) and
chopped parsley (a lot).

Then add some good beef
broth, two or three cups. Simmer
slow for three to four hours. You
can thicken the sauce at the end.

Sample the dish while it sim-
mers. You’ll be amazed how it
changes. I don’t use salt. If you
do, go lightly.

Serve with creamy mashed po-
tatoes, I also like potatoes latkes
(we get ours from Ukrainian Deli)
and crunchy French bread. Wash
it down with a fruity French red
wine. Splurge.

No food has the power like
this stew to keep everyone warm.
This, for me, is the essential
French dish, perfected over the
living of real life in France. Savor
the leftovers, I like to turn them
into a pie two days later.

Creating a classic meal like
Boeuf Bourguignon easily be-
comes a joyous celebration of
cooking accomplishment and
magnificent tastes. All the great
flavors are there, your job as chef
is to bring them together and let
the heat and time work its magic.

I really believe that this is what
we need to be about right now,
cooking well, as we hit the 12-
month mark of quarantine and
pandemic.
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As we mark time between our
inoculations.

And as we attempt to shape
what we can’t control with the
things we are really good at.

need of redemption.

WHO'’S THE BOSS? If more
aldermen got hoodwinked at local
Chicago saloons, either saloons
would get safer or thugs would

I’ve noticed that I
have made new tran-
sition paintings in
the last few weeks.
I’d like to think that
it’s a spiritual thing,
an aesthetic expres-
sion of something
going on inside of
me, closed up for so
long during the pan-
demic.

No matter how
much snow is on
the ground or how
low the temperature
sinks. At such mo-
ments of reality, we

Ald. Brendan Reilly

get less daring.
Glad Ald. Brendan
Reilly [42nd] is OK.
Sorry he was hood-
winked and roughed
up by thugs while
at the Boss Bar on
Clark St. Known
to be his favorite
watering hole. The
thugs must be new
in town not know-
ing who Reilly was.
They’re lucky he
didn’t press charges.
But this has to stop.
Royko up. Alder-
men should be free

always have Boeuf Bourguignon
and a fresh painting to do. By
which I mean we have the chal-
lenge to create something lus-
cious in a perilous time.

Maybe your dish is a Chicken
Cacciatore or a Lamb Stew made
with Guinness. Or a French Om-
elette. Or a tuna salad canapé.

I suppose what I'm trying to
encourage in the characters of
our Chicago readers, you, is that
hope is to be found in the strang-
est of places. With people we may
never have expected to uncover it.
Or from the past when we never
took the time to figure out. Many
folk have lost precious friends
and family to the pandemic. Their
loss will seriously alter our living.
But we also have the resources to
go on. To build lives of meaning
and purpose that will strengthen
others around us. People willing
to stir the pot with us.

Or pour the wine or slice the
bread despite the warring fac-
tions of fractious local politics.
And human greed. And heartbro-
ken fears. We have fresh resourc-
es to lift our vision from worry-
ing about ourselves, to finding
the hurt in one another. That’s
what this Boeuf

to patronize their locals

A HIGHER STANDARD:
Three cheers for North Side State
Rep. Kelly Cassidy who called
for Mike Madigan to step down
long before it was popular, back
when he was still denying any
wrongdoing. She demanded a
“high standard” for party leader-
ship after seeing the ‘king had no
clothes’ back in July, bucking the
party leadership on principle, be-
fore the parade had even formed.
We’re just saying...

UNAPOLOGETIC: A solo
exhibition by Roger J. Carter
opens to the public on Tuesday,
March 9 at Pilsen Yards, 1163
W. 18th St. Opening day will be
solely focused on the artwork and
feature a variety of new creations
available for sale. The exhibition
will run for one month concur-
rently with the restaurants dining

in the ward. This is the
equivalent of Old Man
Daley getting pick-pock-
eted at Schaller’s. Or
Ald. Tom Tunney [44th)]
getting  Mickey-Finned
at the Cubby Bear.

In the past aldermen
like Bathhouse John
Coughlin or Hinky
Dink Kenna, of Levee
District fame, or “Chi-
cago ain’t ready for re-
form” North Side alder-
men like Paddy Bauler,
who once operated a

speakeasy at Willow
and Howe streets during

Roger J. Carter

prohibition - or Charlie Weber,
whose ward headquarters was a
bierstube next to St. Alphonsus
Church - would have made sure
the thugs were ‘sleeping with the
fishes.” But now that Mike Madi-
gan has vacated his Democratic
Chairman’s seat, there’s no telling
who’ll be moving on or staying
put. Even in the 42nd Ward.
REAL MAN: Visionary per-
former and tech-savvy musician
Todd Rundgren is in the middle
of a 25-city virtual concert tour

Bourguignon is all
about. The human
resilience to create
“le dish classique.”
Chicago’s tough-
ness is our capacity
to survive.
URBAN
AMERICA’S
BEST: Rob Wein-
ert-Kendt, an arts
journalist, is edi-
tor of American
Theater magazine
and a frequent con-

Todd Rundgren

from  Chicago’s
South Side. His
performances on
the “Clearly Hu-
man Virtual Tour”
are all geo-fenced
and individually
programmed to a
different US city
featured on the
tour. But in the real
world, Todd is per-
forming all of his
shows from one
undisclosed loca-
tion on this fair

tributor to the New
York Times, Time Out New York,
other publications of note and a
popular blog, The Wicked Stage.
He recently wrote an optimistic,
hope-filled piece in ‘America,
the prestigious publication by the
Jesuits, calling Chicago the na-
tion’s greatest city. Try and get a
copy of the magazine, worth the
read. The piece was triggered by
Steve James’ stylish five-part
documentary, “City So Real,”
the work of National Geographic
magazine and Hulu. Try and view
the whole thing. You’ll be glad
you did. ‘City So Real’ explores
Chicago, a great American city in

city’s South Side.
Always ahead of the trends, Todd
thinks this might be the future of
the touring business in a pandem-
ic era. So no more waiting in long
lines to use stinky porta-potties at
Alpine Valley, something we can
all be thankful for. Plus the beer
and munchies are cheaper.

THE HOUSE OF BLUES:
Prince Harry and Meghan
Markle, The Duke and Duchess
of Sussex, are set to sit down with
the media mogul Oprah Winfrey
on March 7. The 90-minute inter-
view, aptly called “Oprah with
Meghan and Harry,” is set to air
7 p.m. on CBS.

schedule. You must RSVP online
to secure a viewing a time. Punc-
tual arrival is strongly suggested
for this highly anticipated show.
LYRIC OPERA: A beguiling
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by Felicia Dechter

If youre a cancer patient, a
cancer survivor, a caregiver, the-
ater fan, military enthusiast or
just someone who wants to read a
beautifully-written and inspiring
new book by a local author, please
pick up a copy of Gold Coaster
Ed Tracy’s “Gorilla In The Room
And Other Stories.”

In June 2008, Tracy was diag-
nosed with Stage 3 colon cancer,
and the great thing is, he’s here to-
day to tell his story. As he battled
the disease, Tracy was surprised
by the fact that when chemother-
apy treatments commenced, he
started recalling specific life ex-
periences with vivid memories.

Soon Tracy was exploring his
past and that’s what we get to read
about. From the get-go we start
learning about his growing up
in rural Vermont farm country,
acting in college theater, and his
heartfelt remembrances of many
of his inspirational friends and
mentors.

Along with that, Tracy -- who
has quite the imagination -- also
imagined a cancer-treatment-
based musical comedy, “Gorilla
In The Room,” set in an oncology
ward on a Broadway stage with
costumes and music and patients
and hope and the “Club” that no-
body wants to be in, the Cancer
Club.

When he needed to mentally
check out of chemo treatment,
Tracy checked into imaginary
“Gorilla” rehearsals.

He has put together a wonder-
ful collection of essays, letters
and other writings and he takes
us back and forth between the
musical and homespun stories of
people, places, and events that in-
spired him. We follow Tracy’s life
from the farm to New York and
later Chicago, where he helped
launch the Pritzker Military Li-
brary and became a theater critic.

Along the way we meet Medal
of Honor recipients, theater and
media personalities as well as
doctors, Tracy’s family, Buster
Keaton’s widow, and even Wer-
ner Klemperer who was Colonel
Klink on the old TV sitcom “Ho-
gan’s Heroes.” The book is meant
to “inspire others to face the chal-
lenges in their own lives, live with
and learn from their mistakes,
practice forgiveness, cherish ac-
complishments no matter how
small, and remember to respect
and honor the people who had
faith in them along the way.”

And that it does.

This is not a tale about cancer
-- it’s much more than that. It’s a
hope-sending memoir, filled with
stories of resilience, love, family,
friendship and fascinating people.
I laughed, I cried, and as a fel-
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Going ape over

“Gorilla In The Room”
bt

Gold Coaster Ed Tracy has written an endearing new book, Gorilla In The

Room.

Photo by Matt Ferguson/ExecPIX.com. Book cover art by James Dietz.

low “Club” member and cancer
survivor I identified with Tracy.
I mourned with him when his
parents died and when he wrote
of his mother, Helen, singing the
Irving Berlin song “Always,” 1
quietly shed a tear for my own
grandmother, who used to sing
“Always,” -- her favorite -- to me
when I was a little girl.

ol
"5 Art by James Dietz

When he needed to
mentally check out of
chemo treatment, Tracy
checked into imaginary
“Gorilla” rehearsals.

Tracy is an award-winning tele-
vision/webcast producer/program
host who’s president of Roxbury
Road Creative, LLC, a Chicago-
based professional management
company. He has produced major
events and hosted presentations
for the City, the National World
War II Museum, EbertFest, the
Union League Club of Chicago,
the Richard H. Driehaus Muse-
um, the Chicago History Museum
and many more. Tracy is also the
proud owner of a Chicago Mid-
west Regional Emmy Award as
executive producer/co-host of a
live broadcast of the Medal of
Honor Convention Opening Cer-
emony at Soldier Field. And be-
sides all the aforementioned ac-
complishments, he also managed
to snag one of our town’s most
gifted entertainers/writers/pro-
ducers, Denise McGowan.

I had no idea that he was as tal-
ented as his lovely wife!

March is Colon Cancer Aware-
ness Month with Friday being
Dress in Blue Day. If you can, put
on some blue clothing or a blue
ribbon to raise awareness of this
horrible disease and honor those
affected by it.

We caught up with Tracy for a
little more info on “Gorilla.” We
thank him for chatting.

Q. What made you decide to
write Gorilla in the Room and
why did you choose that title?

A. Until you receive a cancer
diagnosis and join the “Club,” it
is difficult to imagine how you
and those around you will react
to it. That was Rule #1 for me:
Nobody’s cancer journey is the
same. It was that advice from my
surgeon that kept me off the In-
ternet and focused on my family,
my job and getting back in the
game. When I felt up to it during
treatment, I wrote about topics
that were not related to the work
I was doing at the time. And I be-
came a very active listener and
observer. Conversations took on
new meaning and I was acutely
aware of what people were saying
to me.

There was no place that this
was more apparent than in the
chemotherapy treatment center
at Northwestern Hosp. In the face
of so many others facing their
challenges around me, I began
to imagine a Broadway musical
filled with patients, caregivers
and hope. I shared the idea with
my medical team and the dedi-
cated clinicians in the ward, who
were treating over 30 patients in
multiple shifts over the course of
a day. The arc of the show then
poured out one night, a train-
wreck of a musical comedy with
Joe Gorilla, a larger-than-life
central character who, with his
minions—the “Chaosals”—appear
throughout the musical to cause
the kind of havoc in and around
the ward operations that only
members in the club will relate to
in their own lives. “Gorilla in the
Room” was the first song written
for the musical.

Q. How difficult, both emotion-
ally and physically, was it to put
it all together?

A. Emotionally, it was very
therapeutic for me to explore my
past as if I was telling the story to
an old friend. The essays, letters
and stories are all connected by
the musical scenes. The tributes
to people I knew, mentors and
moments that had an impact on
my life seemed to crystalize dur-
ing my chemotherapy treatment.
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A new riverfront concert
and entertainment district may
soon become a reality now that
City Hall has approved a zon-
ing change request.

The developers of a former
Morton Salt warehouse along
the west bank of the Chicago
River could soon begin its
$50 million redevelopment as
the plan was approved by City
Council on Feb. 26.

The vote was what develop-
ers Blue Star Properties and R2
needed to allow nonindustrial
uses for the facility, which sits
on 4.25 riverfront acres adja-
cent to Goose Island.

Chicago restaurant and en-
tertainment group 16” on Cen-
ter plans to put on concerts and
other events at the Elston Ave.
property known for the salt
company’s landmark “Umbrel-
la Girl” sign.

Once done, the complex
may be able to accommodate
crowds as large as 3,600 inside
a former salt shed, and 7,000
people outside. The site is large
enough for multiple events to
happen simultaneously.

“We’re very optimistic about
the future of live entertainment
and live experiences in gen-
eral,” Golden told the Chicago
Tribune. “We want to redefine
what a live music experience
is in Chicago. Having that

Morton’s Salt project
passes muster in City Hall

N ¥ ‘-

fairground allows you to have
some food, walk around, look
at some jewelry or books, and
after the show you have a drink
on the river or take a boat ride.
It is a magical type of place.
At night it’s beautiful.” 16” on
Center also owns concert ven-
ues Empty Bottle and Thalia
Hall, along with Revival Food
Hall.

The developers say they are
in talks with groups such as
breweries, coffee roasters and
small manufacturers of prod-
ucts such as furniture to lease
space in the main brick struc-
ture.

Morton Salt has leased-back
a 20,000-square-foot research-
and-development space at the
site.

The developers hope the be
underway this summer and
have already lined up construc-
tion financing. The first ten-
ants could move in by early
next year, and the indoor events
venue should open by late sum-
mer 2022.

Writing was a great escape for
me at the time and helped to ease
the sadness of loss that I felt for
on the passing of John Callaway,
Werner Klemperer and Medal of
Honor recipient Walt Ehlers. 1
learned later that writing letters
was a way to process the grief of
sudden loss.

One result of my treatment
was a severe and lasting case of
peripheral neuropathy which af-
fected my hands and feet and
curtailed activities like golf, bike
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Chicago’s home and condo markets off to fast start

by Don DeBat

Strong buyer demand during
the pandemic kicked Chicago’s
home and condominium resale
market off to a fast start in Janu-
ary, analysts say.

Residential resales climbed
16.9% to 1,678 units, while the
median price rose 15.8% to
$310,000, and the average market
time dipped 17 days to 85 days,
reported Midwest Real Estate
Data, the regional multiple list-
ing service. The total inventory
of homes for sale increased 7.9%
to 7,143 units.

“However, when we look at the
detached and attached markets
separately, we see some impor-
tant distinctions,” noted housing
analyst Mary Jo Nathan of the
Charese Team at Compass Ros-
coe Village.

Resale home listings scarce

In the detached single-family
home segment, inventory fell
46.1% to 1,345 existing-home
listings. Despite strong demand
for homes, the lack of supply
held sales to 714 units, a 7.9%
increase over Jan. 2020. The me-
dian home sales price spiked 21%
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“Optimism continues as the economy slowly regains its footing, thus affecting mortgage rates,” said Sam Khater, Freddie Mac’s chief economist.
“Though rates continue to rise, they remain near historic lows.”

to $275,000, and average market
time decreased by 19 days to 75
days.

“Despite the inventory head-
winds, January’s results were
exceptional from a historical per-
spective,” noted Nathan, a North
Side residential real estate broker
since 2000.

“The median sales price was the
highest ever recorded for Chicago
in January, while the sales total
was the largest and average mar-
ket time the lowest since 2006,
the peak of the housing boom that
preceded the Great Recession,”
Nathan said.

Condo listings soar

In the housing attached mar-
ket—which primarily consists of
condominiums and town homes—
there were 964 city sales in Janu-
ary, up 24.5% from the same
month in 2020. The median sales
price gained 10% to $345,000, a

January record, and average mar-
ket time shortened by 17 days to
91 days. Attached housing inven-
tory skyrocketed 40.6% to 5,798
units, compared with January of
2020.

“Many condo buyers are also
sellers because they are looking
for more space now that they are
working from home during the
pandemic,” Nathan explained. “A
significant number of buyers want
to move to a single-family home,
which helps explain why demand
is so strong in that segment.”
Sales hot in the suburbs

As robust as city home sales
were in January, the suburbs
were even hotter. Sales across the
seven-county Chicago metro area
were up 22.5% to 7,000 homes,
and the median sales price rose
15.8% to $272,000. Average mar-
ket time was 72 days.

The increases were comparable

in both housing segments. De-
tached home sales up 21.4% and
the median price gained 17.9%
to $299,900, while attached sales
rose 24.7%. The median price in-
creased 10.3% to $215,000.
Mortgage-rate creep

On Feb. 25, benchmark 30-year
fixed-rate mortgages averaged
2.97% nationwide, up from 2.81%
a week earlier, reported Freddie
Mac’s Primary Mortgage Market
Survey. A year ago, 30-year fixed
loans averaged 3.45%. Fifteen-
year fixed mortgages averaged
2.34%, up from 2.21% a week
earlier. A year ago, the 15-year
fixed loans averaged 2.95%.

On Feb. 25, Gateway Capital
Mortgage in Chicago was quot-
ing 2.877% on 30-year loans and
2.5% on 15-year mortgages, re-
ported RateSeeker.com.

The Freddie Mac survey is fo-
cused on conventional, conform-

ing, fully amortizing home pur-
chase loans for borrowers who
put 20% down and have excellent
credit.

“Optimism continues as the
economy slowly regains its foot-
ing, thus affecting mortgage
rates,” said Sam Khater, Freddie
Mac’s chief economist. “Though
rates continue to rise, they remain
near historic lows.”

However, when combined with
demand-fueled rising home pric-
es and low inventory, “these ris-
ing rates limit how competitive a
potential home buyer can be and
how much house they are able to
purchase,” Khater said.

For more housing news, visit
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat
is co-author of “Escaping Condo
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide
for condominium living. Visit
www.escapingcondojail.com.

Restaurants, hotels call for reopening plan

Industry officials warn they can’t last another year

BY PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

Officials from the hotel, res-
taurant and convention industries
told a state Senate panel last week
that they need a clear plan for how
they will be allowed to reopen as
the COVID-19 pandemic wanes,
warning that without such a plan,
many will go out of business per-
manently.

“We need to know ... a strat-
egy, we need to know the metrics
as we move forward because we
cannot, we cannot lose another
summer here in the state of II-
linois,” Sam Toia, president and
CEO of the Illinois Restaurant
Association, told the state Sen-
ate’s newly-formed Tourism and
Hospitality Committee during its

first virtual hearing.

The committee was set up this
year by Senate President Don
Harmon because the state’s tour-
ism industry has been among the
hardest hit by the pandemic.

Currently, all regions of the
state are under Phase 4 mitiga-
tions, which limits private gather-
ings to no more than 50 people.
But Toia argued that many res-
taurants are capable of handling
larger numbers of people safely,
and he said there should be a
more specific plan that would al-
low bars, restaurants and hotels
to gradually move out of Phase 4
toward Phase 5, which is full re-
opening.

“We just want to know when
we can go back to having con-
ventions, having parties, private
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parties, figuring out when we can
have some fans in stadiums. This
is very, very unclear,” he said.
“And we just want to get adjusted
of what Phase 5 is going to look
like. I don’t think we can wait 12
to 18 months.”

Michael Jacobson, president
and CEO of the Illinois Hotel
and Lodging Association, agreed,
saying that without such a plan,
hotels risk losing not just another
season, but another year.

“What our industry needs is
clarity,” he said. “Meeting plan-
ners are making their plans right
now for events booked this sum-
mer and beyond. ... Because of
how long these planners book in
advance, we cannot take a day-by-
day approach to these restrictions.
Otherwise, we are putting months
and months of future business
at risk of leaving our state. And
once a meeting leaves Illinois, it

becomes so much harder to con-
vince that organizer to come back
to our state.”

Jacobson said the statewide av-
erage occupancy rate for hotels
in Illinois in December was only
27%, roughly half what it was a
year earlier. That compared to a
nationwide average occupancy
rate of 37%.

During a one-week period in
January, he said, the occupancy
rate among Chicago hotels was
down 84% from a comparable
week in 2019.

“It has become clear that we
will be among the last industries
to recover from this disaster. In
fact, we don’t anticipate a recov-
ery to pre-pandemic levels until
2024 at the earliest,” Jacobson
said. “And that is assuming that
the recovery accelerates here in
the next couple of months.”

Toia and Jacobson both noted
that other states are adopting
plans that allow for a more grad-
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ual reopening of businesses with
larger and larger group limits.
Both also argued that workers in
those industries should be priori-
tized for vaccinations.

According to the “Restore II-
linois” reopening plan, the state
can only move into Phase 5 when
“testing, tracing and treatment are
widely available throughout the
state. Either a vaccine is devel-
oped to prevent additional spread
of COVID-19, a treatment option
is readily available that ensures
health care capacity is no longer a
concern, or there are no new cases
over a sustained period.”

Toia and Jacobson argued that
with vaccines now in distribu-
tion and the spread of the disease
greatly slowed, it’s time for the
administration to start making
more specific plans for how and
when the state can transition to
Phase 5. The state’s rolling seven-
day case positivity rate on Feb.
25 was 2.7%, the lowest it’s been
since early July.

Senate  Health Committee
Chairwoman Sara Feigenholtz,
from the North Side’s 6th District,
said the committee would review
that letter and any response the
administration provides. “Our
goal is to meet and construct a
safe plan to get tourists into ho-
tels, restaurants and our cultural
institutions. There is a path to do
this safely, and Illinois must look
at the modeling and metrics of
other states in order to kick-start
a struggling industry.”
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Corruption spikes in 2019;
Chicago still America’s
‘most corrupt city’

lllinois remains third among the states

Some of Chicago’s most powerful political figures have recently been named in criminal investigations, adding to
Chicago’s world-wide, age-old reputation for vast political corruption.

BY STAFF

Corruption spiked in Chicago
in 2019, a year when some of the
most important public corruption
scandals in the history of Chi-
cago and Illinois were exposed,
according to a report released by
political scientists at the Univ. of
Illinois at Chicago.

“Bombshell corruption news in
2019 dethroned the Speaker of the
Illinois House of Representative;
forced city’s most powerful al-
derman to relinquish his Finance
Committee chairmanship; upset
Chicago’s Mayoral election cam-
paign; torpedoed the most pow-
erful and well-known candidate,
and caused the resignation of nu-

San Antonio, Texas, 290.

The State of Illinois had 32 to-
tal corruption convictions in 2019,
which included the 26 from the
Chicago-based judicial district.
Since 1976, Illinois had a total of
2,152, making it the third most
corrupt state on a per capita ba-
sis. While California, New York
and several other states had more
federal public corruption convic-
tions than Illinois in the 43-year
period, the Prairie State has a
much smaller population and thus
a higher rate of convictions per
capita.

Despite the decline in convic-
tions in recent years, Chicago’s
cumulative total of 1,770 convic-
tions, with an average of 42 con-

over a two-year period. Solis
agreed to record Burke’s conver-
sations after he was confronted by
law enforcement with evidence of
his own alleged misdeeds.

On Jan. 29,2019, the Sun-Times
reported that it obtained a federal
affidavit stating that the FBI se-
cretly recorded Speaker Michael
Madigan trying to get business
for his law firm from a developer
brought to him by Ald. Danny So-
lis. The developer wanted to build
a hotel in Chinatown and Madi-
gan wanted a new client for his
law firm.

In May 2019, the FBI raided the
City Club’s offices for documents
about Commonwealth Edison.
The FBI had a subpoena seek-

ing information on political

merous public officials,” said
former Ald. Dick Simpson, a
political science professor at
UIC, and the principal au-
thor of the report.

The investigation sur-
rounding Michael Madi-
gan caused him to lose re-
election as Speaker in 2021
and to resign his seat in the
House.

Chicago’s 26 convictions

in 2019 were double the total
of 13 in 2018, but down from

an average of 41 per year.

And, if you look at only the last
decade, 2010 to 2019, Chicago,

with 285 convictions, slips

to 6th place, tied with Miami.

hiring and contracting at
Commonwealth Edison. Mi-
chael Madigan was named in
the subpoena.

Speaker Madigan had oth-
er legal and political trouble.
In March, Alaina Hampton,
a former campaign worker
filed a federal sexual harass-
ment lawsuit against four

Other co-authors of the
report, entitled Corruption Spikes
in Illinois, are Marco Rosaire
Rossi, a PhD candidate and po-
litical science student at UIC, and
Thomas J. Gradel, a former politi-
cal consultant. In the report, the
authors analyze public corruption
statistics published annually since
1976 by the U.S. Dept. of Justice
[DOJ].

DOJ’s Public Integrity unit
compiles convictions by Federal
Judicial Districts which are based
in major cities. The authors also
researched court filings, releases
from the three U.S. Attorneys in
[llinois, and articles by state’s ma-
jor news outlets.

In 2019, federal public cor-
ruption convictions rose to 26 in
Northern Illinois Federal Judicial
District, which is based in Chi-
cago, bringing Chicago’s cumula-
tive total to 1,770 for the 43-year
period since DOJ began publish-
ing the statistics.

Chicago’s 26 convictions in
2019 were double the total of 13
in 2018, but down from an average
of 41 per year. And, if you look
at only the last decade, 2010 to
2019, Chicago, with 285 convic-
tions, slips to 6th place, tied with
Miami. Richmond, Virginia, with
391, had the most corruption con-
victions in the decade; followed
by Baltimore, Maryland, 352; Los
Angeles, California, 342; New-
ark, New Jersey, 303; and Austin/

victions per year, makes it the
most corrupt city in the nation.
Los Angeles is in second place
with a total of 1,588, an average
of 37 per year; followed by New
York/Manhattan 1,361 or 32 per
year; Miami 1,234 or 29 per year;
and Washington D.C. with 1,199
for an average of 28 per year.

Bombshell Corruption in 2019

On January 2, 2019, the FBI
charged Ald. Edward Burke
[14th] and Chairman of the City
Council Finance Committee, with
attempted extortion for allegedly
offering to approve remodeling
permits for a Burger King restau-
rant in exchange for business for
his law firm. The FBI disclosed
that federal agents had recorded
Burke’s telephone conversations
for more than 19 months. As a re-
sult of the scandal, Burke resigned
as Chairman of the Finance Com-
mittee and Mayor Rahm Emanuel
ordered an independent audit of
the $100 million-per-year work-
ers compensation program that
had been under Burke’s control.
In June 2020, Mayor Lori Light-
foot transferred day-to-day con-
trol of the program to an outside
private company.

Ald. Danny Solis, Alderman
[25th] and Chairman of the City
Council’s Zoning Committee,
wore an undercover device to
record conversations with Burke

of Michael Madigan’s cam-
paign committees. She charged
that Kevin Quinn, a Madigan
aide, had sent her a barrage of un-
wanted messages and phone calls
in pursuit of a romantic and sexual
relationship. She settled the law-
suit later in 2019 for $275,000.

Madigan then fired Quinn.

He also forced the resignation
of Tim Mapes, his chief of staff
and clerk of the Illinois House,
after Mapes was accused of mak-
ing repeated inappropriate com-
ments to a clerk in the Speakers
office.

Additional political corruption
scandals were exposed in 2019

In July, John T. Coli, former
head of Teamsters Local 727 and
Former President of Teamsters
Joint Council 25, pleaded guilty to
accepting $325,000 in cash from
Cinespace Chicago Film Studios.
Cinespace employs workers rep-
resented by Coli’s union. The
joint council represents more
than 100,000 workers in Illinois
and Indiana. Coli, as a Teamster
chief, was a political powerhouse
in Illinois.

In August, Illinois State Sena-
tor Thomas Cullerton of Villa
Park was indicted by a federal
grand jury for allegedly receiving
more than $250,000 in salary and
benefits as an organizer for the
Teamsters. Coli hired Cullerton
for a “ghost” job, that didn’t ac-
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The Cook County Board of
Commissioners has enacted an
ordinance that would increase
disclosure in an area where it
is long overdue — Tax Incre-
ment Financing districts [TIF],
Treasurer Maria Pappas said
Feb. 25.

The Board approved an
amendment to the Debt Dis-
closure Ordinance, which al-
lows the Treasurer’s Office to
gather vital financial data for
the county’s 547 primary tax-
ing districts and publish it on
cookcountytreasurer.com.

The amendment would give
taxpayers the opportunity to
examine how TIF dollars have
been spent and to whom. This
information also would be post-
ed online for taxpayers to view
and download. Pappas sug-
gested the idea to the board and
helped draft the amendment.

“The Board took ground-
breaking action regarding
transparency when it passed
the Debt Disclosure Ordinance
in 2009,” Pappas said. “I am
grateful to the Board for doing
the same with TIFs.”

North Side Commissioner
Larry Suffredin [13th] was a
lead sponsor of the amendment,

Cook County Board brings
transparency to TIF spending

which had 13 cosponsors, in-
cluding those serving the North
Side: Bridget Degnen [12th] and
Bridget Gainer [10th].

In Cook County, 444 TIF
Districts accounted for more
than $1.3 billion in property tax
revenue last year — or 8.4% of
the entire $15.6 billion billed.

TIF tax funds may go

to four North Side parks

The playgrounds at four
North Side neighborhood parks
may be improved with Tax In-
crement Financing (TIF) tax re-
ceipts proposed to City Council
Feb. 24.

If passed, the sites will get
new equipment and/or resurfac-
ing. Each project would replace
older visitor amenities with
modern equipment that meets
todays safety and accessibility
standards.

The parks and funding
amounts include Theodore
Gross Park, 2708 W. Law-
rence Ave., ($175,000); Win-
nemac Park, 5001 N. Leavitt
St., ($200,000); Salmon Chase
Park, 4701 N. Ashland Ave.,
($125,000), and Broncho Billy
Park, 4437 N. Magnolia Ave.,
($175,000).

tually exist. Federal prosecutors
alleged that Cullerton violated
labor law for being paid as an or-
ganizer despite doing little or no
work for the Teamsters.

In September, the home of
State Senator Martin Sandoval of
Cicero was raided by federal offi-
cials seeking bribery evidence re-
lated to the placement of red-light
cameras in suburban municipali-
ties. Sandoval was indicted and
pleaded guilty in 2020. He died
in Dec. 2020 of COVID-19 com-
plications.

In October, State Representa-
tive Louis Arroyo of Chicago, who
was also a lobbyist, was charged
with bribing a State Senator to ob-
tain changes in Illinois gambling
laws to benefit his client.

The report also describes a
2019 raid on Ald. Carrie Aus-
tin’s 34th Ward office; the guilty
plea to fraud charges by former
Ald. Willie Cochran [20th]; the
indictments of six Harvey, IL, of-
ficials; guilty pleas by two Chi-
cago police officers for accepting
bribes from a lawyer referral ser-

vice in exchange for information
about traffic accidents and crash
victims; the conviction of Chi-
cago police officer Eddie Hicks
for racketeering, drug conspiracy
and other charges; and other nu-
merous incidents of corruption.
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Talk on Loyola Beach Dunes habitat

Zoom.

The Northtown Garden
Society is hosting a guess
speaker who will be speak-
ing about dune habitat res-
toration at Loyola Beach, 7
p.m. Thursday, March 4, on

Ann Whelan, a longtime
resident of Rogers Park,
who is known as the “Dune
Steward,” leads a group of
over 200 volunteers who
have worked since 2003 to
protect and restore the dune

habitat at Loyola Beach
Dunes, 1230 W. Greenleaf.

Their mission is to main-
tain a native wilderness
in the city and restore the
dunes as a native shoreline.

The Zoom meeting ID is
7068727845, and password
is x56XGG. For more in-
formation on the Northtown
Garden Society visit www.
northtowngardensociety.
org.

Letter to the Editor

Is this how tyranny starts?

Your story “Is the Land of
Lincoln being cancelled?” and
Mr. O’Gorman’s column [Feb.
24] are spot-on regarding the
erasure of American history
going on in the name of being
“woke.”

The language of the people
quoted in [these two] articles
is absolutely Orwellian. When
this country descends into
despotism and tyranny it can

be said that this is one of the
places it started.

Hopefully I won’t be alive to
see it.

If I am, I will be sent to a
death camp because I am a
straight, White male that isn’t
“woke.” I am not fragile, guilty
or ashamed.

Robert Wise, Edgewater

RESILIENCE from p. 2

75-minute program that show-
cases the talent in Lyric Opera’s
Ryan Center training program
and serves as a lively introduction
to Enrique Mazzola, the Music
Director designate of Lyric. For
more information about this 75-
minute concert, as well as other
Lyric programs visit www.lyrico-
pera.org.

PANDEMIC LUNCH: Re-
ports from Ralph Lauren Bar
& Grill are that conditions are
healthy and strong. Tables are set
at approved controlled distances
safe for dining. And the patio is
presently getting a rest and face-
lift before the Spring weather ar-
rives. Reservations essential.

WHO’S WHERE? Thomas
Demetrio made his Broadway
debut in Times Square with sig-
nage declaring him the lawyer
ranked first by Illinois Super
Lawyers for 2021... attorney Dan
Balanoff down in Austin, TX,
when they lost power, marooned
with friends, then began to collect
needed items for folk getting des-
perate and working with Austin
disaster relief network... Chuck
and Candace Jordan at Palm
Beach Grill and lookin’ for a
place to dance off dessert... Shay
Clark still in Dublin, up early
and outdoors armed with the Irish
Times, a mug of coffee and a fa-

Open Arms United
Worship Church
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Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor
Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer 10 am Worship
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7:30 pm Bible Study

817 Grace St. 773-525-8480
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Thomas Demetrio

John Reilly

Keith Haring

Enriqgue Mazzola

Sherrill Bodine with Sebastian and Christina.

mous hot cross bun... Heather
Farley packing her bags and out
the door for warm breezes in
Palm Beach... Linda and David
Mahan, aka “Shake and Looney,”
making progress sailing from
Maine to Florida now in moss
covered, sunny Savannah, GA...
Mark Olley and Jim Ellsworth
in Hyde Park for breakfast at
Medici on 57th St., bumping into
Toni Preckwinkle urging them
to visit the Medici’s restaurant
bakery that’s heaven on earth...
Treasurer Maria Pappas tour-
ing Sweet Connections Bakery
with Tom Kailis, overwhelmed
with the cheesecakes... Sugar
Rautbord looking tres chic with
just the right jewels reminiscing
about her first novel... famed

Chicago lawyer Pat Tuite post-
ing photo of himself standing
outside Dublin house from which
his father came to America...
Harlem’s successful Black artist
Guy Stanley Philoche spending
more than $70K on art work from
struggling artists during the pan-
demic (my hero)... Todd Protz-
man Davis is in Lucca, Italy, the
olive oil capitol, same spot Chet
Baker played trumpet 60 years
ago... Jennifer Sutton Brieva
and Dr. Joaquin Brieva making
snow angels in Lincoln Park...
Paul Tuminaro noshing at Parigi
in Dallas before heading back to
Chi-town... Jolanta Ruege in
Scottsdale, AZ ... writer Sher-
rill Bodine is all love and smiles
with precious honorary grand-

children Sebastian and Chris-
tina... friends and fans of Crystal
Lucas Perry, who co-stared in
Richard Robin’s Broadway mu-
sical, “A Sign of the Times,” were
all geared up to see her on “Law
and Order,” on Feb 25, where she
wowed viewers... Karin Carlson
and son, Brock, doing a catch-up
dinner... thoughts and prayers to
John Reilly, currently rehabbing
after taking a terrible tumble on
the ice and a visit to the ER. Hope
you heal fast. Stay safe and warm
with Nurse Myra.

WON THE WEST: Colt ends
175 years as an American gun-
maker with purchase by Czech
firearms company.

PRADO: The Museo Nacional
del Prado in Madrid has acquired
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a 1929 painting by the Cubist art-
ist Maria Blanchard, in a move
that has angered some who claim
that the work exceeds the muse-
um’s purview. Some in the Span-
ish art world have claimed that,
because of its date, the painting
belongs with the city’s Museo
Reina Sofia, which has histori-
cally specialized in art from the
19th-century onward. According
to a report by the Spanish news-
paper ABC, the Prado’s purchase
of the work, for which it paid
€70,000 euros (about $84,900),
breaks with a 1995 decree that
distinguishes what the two muse-
ums can collect.

KEITH HARING: ‘Keith
Haring’ is a new biography shed-
ding light on the American graf-
fiti art of Keith Haring with au-
thor Simon Doonan intentionally
reflecting ‘the crazy energy’ of
Haring’s 1980s New York. Gotta
read.

VAN GOGH LIKE NEVER
BEFORE: If you're visiting the
massive immersive Vincent Van
Gogh exhibition at the Germania
Club, 108 W. Germania Place,
prepare to be blown away by
the colossal proportions of Van
Gogh’s works. The exhibition is
open seven days a week from 9
a.m.—10 p.m. through Labor Day,
Sept. 6. Call 844-307-4644.

People ask me what I do in
winter when there’s no base-
ball. I’ll tell you what I do. I
stare out the window and wait
for spring.

— Roger Hornsby

tog515@gmail.com



INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

MARCH 3 - MARCH 9, 2021 » 7

The pandemic turns one-year old:
a reflection from The Clare’s executive director

BY KYLE EXLINE
The Clare Executive Director

As the COVID-19 pandemic ap-
proaches its one-year anniversary, I
wanted to take an opportunity to reflect
on the year we are leaving behind and
look ahead to what’s to come at The
Clare.

Navigating the pandemic at The Clare
is one of the greatest challenges I have
faced in my career to date. It has been
stressful, grueling and adrenaline-in-
ducing at the same time. Every answer
we unlocked about COVID-19 seemed
to prompt more questions. Recommen-
dations changed daily, and how we op-
erated one day could drastically change
the next. We shifted our perspective to
be very short-term, focusing on the mi-
cro details of the day in front of us rath-
er than looking ahead at the next 6 to 12
months. We faced positive COVID-19
cases, contact tracing, sick friends and
family, social isolation and fear of the
unknown.

After 10 months, we finally had

our first vac-
cine clinic in
January, which
brought SO
much hope and
positivity back
into our lives.
In partnership
with Walgreens,
we successfully
vaccinated 690
people, which
represents well
over 80% of
The Clare com-
munity. Nearly
100% of our
residents received the vaccine, and a ma-
jority of our employees did, as well. What’s
more, we provided the vaccine to 55 poten-
tial residents on our waitlist. One resident
even said to me, “I think we vaccinated
all of the Gold Coast!” With the vaccine
clinics behind us, we can now finally think
about what comes next.

Through it all, we had each other. En-
during this situation in our community has

Kyle Exline

Clean up your pot record

Did you get busted for pot possession
back in the day down at U. of I. or South-
ern Illinois? No lying now... many did.
New Leaf Illinois can help North Side
residents clear their cannabis criminal
records.

Yes, weed is now legal in Illinois, but
a weed-related criminal record might
still be holding you back. Now is the
time to clear your record to turn over
a new leaf. Removing cannabis convic-
tions from your record is not automatic,
but free legal help starts with you, and is
just a few clicks away.

Visit newleafillinois.org or call 855-
963-9532 to get started. A legal aid pro-
fessional will evaluate your eligibility
and get in touch with you about poten-
tial next steps.

New Leaf Illinois is a network of
20 non-profit organizations, funded by
the state, working to provide free legal
services to people who want to remove
cannabis convictions from their record.

Some minor cannabis offenses will
be automatically expunged (which may
take some time); for other cannabis con-
victions a petition will need to be filed
in court.

The expungement process itself varies
depending on the particulars of each case.
Some criminal records are eligible for ex-
pungement under the new law and if you
meet the income guidelines, you will be re-
ferred to one of the legal aid partners to re-
ceive free representation in court. If you do
not meet the income-level requirement, but
are still eligible for an expungement, you
will be given specific guidance on a path
forward and referrals to legal resources.

There are three possible expungement
paths, two of which are automatic, and one
which requires going into court. New Leaf
will help you determine your next steps
based on your cannabis record, and offer
assistance where they can.

Individuals who are not U.S. citizens
should consult with an immigration law-
yer before pursuing an expungement as ob-
taining an expungement could negatively
impact pursuing immigration legal status
or U.S. citizenship.

Visit Illinois Legal Aid Online where
you can learn more about the different
paths to expungement, including forms,
worksheets, informational videos and
other resources to pursue expungement on
your own.

Info for seniors on vaccine distribution

The Chicago Dept. of Family and Support Services, Senior Services Division
— Area Agency on Aging at Northeast (Levy) Regional Senior Center, 2019 W.
Lawrence Ave. is a place for senior citizens to seek information, help or guid-

ance on the Covid-19 vaccination.

For additional information on programs and services for older adults, call
311, or the DFSS/Area Agency on Aging I&A hotline at 312-744-4016, or by email

at aging@cityofchicago.org.

A telephone conference call with with Bob Gallo, State Director of ARRP II-

only strengthened the bond we all share.
We always tout the people living and work-
ing at The Clare as our greatest amenity,
and the pandemic has only spotlighted that
more over the last year. I cannot express
my gratitude enough for our residents and
employees who have come together for this
COVID-19 journey.

Over the next few months, we will con-
tinue to reassess guidelines, loosen restric-
tions and reopen The Clare in accordance
with state and city mandates and recom-
mendations. We started this process by
reinstating in-person dining at a limited
capacity in The Grafton, a dining option at
The Clare, and allowing small group pro-
gramming. Moving forward, we will take
everything step by step, always monitoring
the local positivity rate and continuing to
test our employees and residents. We will
remain vigilant with social distancing and
mask wearing. Eventually, we will look to

open our doors to family members, so
they can once again visit and connect
with residents on site.

We always tout the people
living and working at The Clare
as our greatest amenity, and the

pandemic has only spotlighted
that more over the last year.

I cannot express my gratitude
enough for our residents and
employees who have

come together

Jor this COVID-19 journey.

After a year with so little to look for-
ward to, there is much anticipation for
everything that lies ahead. Of course, we
will continue to confront everything to-
gether, just like we always have.

FOLLOW US ON n u @

A Senior Care Development, LLC affiliated

community managed by Life Care Services™

Whether you're retired or still
working, The Clare offers a
lifestyle that is second to none.
Enjoy a luxury apartment,
gourmet cuisine, a remarkable
staff and the financial security of
LifeCare. It's never too early to
start planning your future.

55 E. Pearson St. | Chicago, IL 60611
312-313-2558 | www.TheClarecom

THE CLARE

Gold Coast Retirement Living. Your Way.

linois, and Cmsr. Dr. Allison Arwady, of the of Chicago Dept. of Public Health on
vaccine distribution for older adults will be held 4:05 p.m. Thursday, March 4.
To participate, dial 866-495-1089. This event will be streamed at https://www.
facebook.com/AARPIllinois.

For more information on The Clare, go to www.TheClare.com.

Appointments are available 7 days a week. Call 312-784-8100.
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Foxx orders office
to stop making parole
recommendations

Cook County State’s Attorney Kim
Foxx has ordered her office to stop
providing recommendations about
whether convicted killers should be
released from prison on parole, re-
ports the Sun Times.

Foxx put an end to the long-
standing practice after being criti-
cized for not opposing parole for
two convicted cop killers over the
past year. The Cook County State’s
Attorney’s Office previously took
positions against releasing the
men.

According to the newspaper’s
report, she sent a letter to lllinois
Parole Board Chairman Craig Find-
ley on Feb. 24 in which “Foxx said
prosecutors aren’t in the best po-
sition to judge inmates’ fitness for
parole.”

Prosecutors typically offer the
board information about inmates’
crimes from the state and victims’
perspectives.

Foxx said the idea that prosecu-
tors should make parole recom-
mendations is a “relic,” the Sun-
Times reports.

Loop firebug has been
setting dumpsters on fire
for weeks, reports show

A little firebug is roaming alleys
and setting dumpsters ablaze in
the Loop, according to a CPD report
and officials at DePaul Univ. No seri-
ous damage has been reported in
the fires, which have been popping
up since early January.

Two fires were reported Feb. 21.
DePaul security discovered one in
a dumpster at 1 E. Jackson around
1:45 p.m. and DePaul issued a safety
alert about an arson case. Then,
around 6 p.m., a witness reported
seeing a man setting a dumpster on
fire behind 14 E. Jackson, according
to a CPD report. The suspect was
described as a man wearing a blue
jacket and carrying a green bag.

According to city records, Sun-
day’s second fire is the first one to
be officially recorded in an arson
report by Chicago police.

But DePaul Univ. issued a public
safety alertaboutarson fires around
its downtown campus on Jan. 20. In
it, school officials said the arsonist is
about 40-years-old with short black
hair. The suspect had been seen
wearing a black jacket, blue gym
shoes with white stripes, and often
carried a blue or maroon and gray
backpack, according to the school’s
bulletin.

DePaul said fires had been re-
ported in an alley between the 200
blocks of S. State St. and Wabash
Ave. on Ja. 2, January 3, 16, and 17.

NEL

EXPRESS
CAR WASH

Automatic Car Wash

FREE VACUUMING
3218 W. Irving
4550 W. Addison
4820 W. Lawrence

Three charged
with setting fire to a CTA van

Three people have been charged
with arson for allegedly setting fire to
a Chicago Transit Authority van dur-
ing a period of rioting last spring.

Denzel Stewart, 24, of Chicago, La-
mar Taylor, 23, of Chicago, and Darion
Lindsey, 19, of Park Forest, are each
charged with one count of arson, ac-
cording to an indictment unsealed
Feb. 24 in federal court in Chica-
go. The indictment accuses the three
of maliciously damaging and destroy-
ing the CTA van by setting fire to it on
May 30, 2020.

Police video footage shows a man
in a pink hat trying to set a cardboard
box on fire in the middle of State St. as
a CTA van sits unattended in the mid-
dle traffic island. The man drops the
box and then sets fire to an item that
is inside the van. As he walks away,
another man runs around the van and
closes the vehicle’s doors.

Stewart and Taylor were arrested
Feb. 24. They pleaded not guilty at
their arraignments before U.S. Magis-
trate Judge M. David Weisman. Deten-
tion hearings for Stewart and Taylor
were held 10:30 a.m. Feb. 26. Lindsey
was already in law enforcement cus-
tody on an unrelated charge, and his
arraignment on the arson charge has
not yet been scheduled.

The arson charge is punishable by
a minimum sentence of five years in
federal prison and a maximum of 20
years.

Duo charged with taking over $18K
from Ulta Beauty

Deamonte Glover Tavaris Bowens

Two men, both of whom are on
parole, are accused of stealing more
than $18,000 worth of cosmetics dur-
ing a series of raids on an Ulta Beauty
store in February. Cops arrested the
duo near Boystown last week.

Deamonte Glover is charged with
all of the heists, while Tavaris Bowens
is charged with taking part in two.
Both men are 20-years-old.

It all started on Feb. 9 when Glover
and two accomplices headed to the
fragrance aisle at Ulta, 4140 S. Pulaski,
prosecutors said. Glover allegedly
held a large plastic bag open while
the other two loaded it with merchan-
dise.

“l don't mean any harm,” Glover
allegedly told a store employee who
told them to stop. Then he and the
other two left with $5,618 worth of
products, according to prosecutors.

On Feb. 20, Glover, Bowens, and
three others allegedly returned to
the store and walked out with $9,103
worth of products in a plastic bag.

And on Monday, Feb. 22, Glover
and Bowens returned to the store and
walked out with $3,744 worth of mer-
chandise, prosecutors said.

But on the third trip, the men alleg-
edly grabbed a box that contained
a GPS tracker. Police followed pings
from the device to locate Glover and
Bowens a short time later as they
drove in the 3100 block of N. Broad-
way in Lakeview, prosecutors said.

Judge Charles Beach set bail for
both men at $45,000 and ordered
them to go onto electronic moni-
toring if they can post 10% deposit
bonds. Glover is not eligible for re-
lease until he meets with the lllinois
Parole Board about the possible revo-
cation of his parole.

You may remember Glover. We told
you about him a couple months ago
after he pleaded guilty to robbing a
man at the Chicago-State Red Line
CTA station just four days after he was
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charged with shoplifting $700 worth
of coats in the Loop.

Three teens charged
with armed robbery
of DePaul student

Three juveniles — the oldest only
15-years-old — are charged with
armed robbery for mugging a DePaul
University in Lincoln Park on Feb. 25.

The victim, age 23, was walking
when three offenders started follow-
ing her around 7:15 p.m., according
to CPD spokesperson Kellie Bartoli.
When the woman stopped on the
2200 block of N. Fremont, the rob-
bers grabbed her arm, displayed a
gun, and ordered her to surrender her
valuables, Bartoli said.

She complied with their demands
and they ran away with her property.

Police searched the area and ar-
rested the offenders near Dayton and
Belden streets as they tried to use the
woman's credit card to order a Lyft.
Cops recovered two look-alike hand-
guns from the suspects, according to
a CPD report.

Bartoli said the offenders are boys
ages 15-, 14- and 13-years-old. The
younger ones are charged with armed
robbery with a firearm, while the old-
est is charged with aggravated rob-
bery indicating a firearm. No further
information is available about the trio
because they are juveniles.

Shots fired, man stabbed
during brawl outside Loop hotel

Shots were fired and a man suf-
fered stab wounds during a brawl
outside a downtown hotel Feb. 28. No
one was struck by the gunfire, accord-
ing to police.

The argument broke out around
2:17 a.m. in front of LondonHouse Ho-
tel, 85. Wacker. Police said a 36-year-
old man involved in the altercation
received four stab wounds to his hip
and leg.

Police in the area also reported
hearing shots fired, and shell casings
were found at the scene. According to
an officer at the scene, video showed
someone in the crowd might have
fired a gun into the air during the
fight.

The victim was taken to Northwest-
ern Memorial Hospital for treatment.

Police detained a suspect for ques-
tioning who resembled the man who
fired shots.

According to a CPD statement, the
person who stabbed the victim is a
bearded man who may be Hispanic.
He stands about 6’ tall, weighs about
210 Ibs, and was wearing blue jeans.

The stabbing victim has a criminal
record that includes felony gun con-
victions, according to state records.
Police at the scene said he and wit-
nesses to the incident were not coop-
erating with CPD’s investigation.

Woman charged with hijacking
2 cars, including one
that struck and injured bicyclist

An Irving Park woman is charged
with two recent violent carjackings
on the North Side, including the hi-
jacking of a vehicle later involved in
a hit-and-run collision that left a bicy-
clist seriously injured.

Judge Susana Ortiz ordered Ve-
ronica Harden, 36, held in lieu of $1
million bail.

Thefirstcarjackingoccurredaround
1:25 p.m. February 6 in the 3300 block
of W. Belmont. Prosecutors said a
woman left her eight-year-old son in
her parked car while she ran into an
Aldi store. The victim ran toward the
Buick Enclave when she saw it back
out of the parking space, Assistant
State’s Attorney David Shin said.

She grabbed the door handle and
was dragged for about 20’ as a heavy-
set woman with pink hair drove it
away. The Buick ran over the victim,
and she suffered a broken foot, bro-
ken ribs, and a punctured lung, Shin

said.

As the carjacker turned a nearby
corner, the child opened his back
door and jumped from the moving
car, according to Shin. The boy suf-
fered a sore ankle.

Surveillance video at a Target store
later recorded Harden as she tried to
use one of the victim's credit cards
which was inside the car, Shin said.

According to police, on Feb. 10,
someone who was driving the hi-
jacked Enclave struck Alex Betzel as
she biked north on Kimball near Ad-
dison St.

“She lost a lot of blood, both her
lungs were severely bruised and
punctured by her ribs, causing them
to fill with blood and one to collapse,”
Betzel's girlfriend said in a GoFundMe
post. “She has nine broken ribs, with
multiple ribs being completely dis-
placed, a broken cheekbone, and a
laceration on her forehead.”

Police found the Buick behind an
unoccupied home in the 3100 block
of N. Christiana on Feb. 19.

Shin said the owner of the home
gave police permission to search the
building. Cops allegedly found prop-
erty belonging to Harden and the car-
jacking victim inside the home.

Harden has not been charged with
the hit-and-run.

In the second carjacking, Harden
allegedly pulled a 64-year-old woman
from her car in the Walgreens parking
lot, 4343 N. Kedzie, around 9:30 p.m.
Feb. 24.

Shin said the victim had just re-
turned to her car after picking up a
prescription when Harden opened
the door and ordered her out. When
the victim refused, Harden grabbed
her by her clothing and threw her out,
Shin said. She then allegedly drove
away with the woman’s car.

Witnesses from both carjackings
identified Harden as the hijacker, Shin
said.

Police were searching the area near
Harden’s home for the second car-
jacked vehicle on Friday when they
discovered it in traffic, according to
Shin. Harden was driving when cops
pulled it over, he said. She was alleg-
edly wearing the same clothes that
the carjackers are seen wearing in sur-
veillance video of the hijackings.

Harden, a six-time convicted felon,
is charged with aggravated vehicu-
lar hijacking with a passenger under
age 16; aggravated battery of a vic-
tim over age 60; aggravated battery;
kidnapping a victim under age 13;
and aggravated vehicular hijacking
of a handicapped victim, according
to CPD.

She did not appear at her bond
hearing because she is hospitalized
to treat collapsed veins, sores on her
legs, and sepsis, a police officer told
Judge Ortiz. No mugshot was avail-
able for Harden because she is hospi-
talized.

Uptown carjacking

It seems like whatever strategy
Chicago police leaders deployed to
achieve a purported “20% reduction”
in carjackings during a snow-sacked
February doesn't work when tem-
peratures rise.

At least four hijackings were report-
ed between noon and 10 p.m. Satur-
day on the North and Near West Sides
alone. There is some good news: Cops
made three arrests in connection with
two of the crimes.

Most recently, a 23-year-old man
was carjacked around 9:24 p.m. on
the 4700 block of N. Beacon in Up-
town, according to Officer Ronald
Westbrooks, a CPD spokesperson.

The victim was walking when two
males got out of a silver Nissan, put
a gun to his head, and demanded
his keys, Westbrooks said. One of the
hijackers drove away with the man'’s
2014 Ford Focus while the other re-
turned to the Nissan, which sped from

the scene with a third offender in-
side.

Minutes later, the Nissan crashed
on Lake Shore Dr. at Grand Ave.

Police arrested two male juve-
niles at the crash site, one of whom
is 15-years-old. Ambulances took
the suspects to Advocate lllinois
Masonic Medical Center for obser-
vation. Charges are pending.

The Ford Focus and the carjacker
who drove it away have not been
located.

According to a CPD report, the
Nissan was taken in an armed car-
jacking around 8 p.m. on the 500
block of W. 43rd St. by three men
armed with guns.

Earlier, a food delivery driver was
carjacked in the West Loop. West-
brooks said the 28-year-old driver
parked his car to make a delivery
when he saw someone else getinto
the driver’s seat around 5:35 p.m.
on the 900 block of W. Randolph.

According to Westbrooks, the
victim opened the driver's door, but
the carjacker kicked and pushed
him out and then began driving
away, which caused the victim to
be dragged for a short distance.

The 17-year-old carjacker then
crashed into another car and ran
from the scene. Police arrested him
in the 800 block of W. Fulton after a
foot chase. Charges are pending.

Another carjacking was reported
shortly after noon in West Town.
There, two men displayed at least
one handgun and took a delivery
driver’s 2015 Land Rover on the 500
block of N. Halsted. A second victim
was also robbed.

The offenders, described as two
Black males wearing black hoodies
with white writing, were last seen
driving the stolen car southbound
on Halsted.

Bed-ridden man

with eight gunshot wounds
allowed felon to escape

by taking his e-bracelet

It's not easy to commit a felony
while lying in bed, recovering from
eight gunshot wounds.

But prosecutors say that’s exact-
ly what Olajuwon Hughes did last
week when he allegedly allowed
a man who's facing Class X felony
gun charges to put his electronic
monitoring bracelet onto Hughes’
ankle so he could escape.

“Sir, what you've done is one of
the most dangerous things some-
one can do,” Judge Arthur Willis
told Hughes during a bond hearing
Feb. 26. “You've allowed an individ-
ual who's charged with a danger-
ous weapons offense to be in the
wind — doing who knows what,
who knows where — and you had
their band on because you're laid
up at home.”

Hughes, 26, moaned in pain
from his gunshot wounds as he ap-
peared before Willis via Zoom on
Friday. He has a broken arm, has
difficulty walking, and is in “signifi-
cant pain” since he was shot eight
times in January, his defense attor-
ney said.

Prosecutors said sheriff’s office
workers on Feb. 24 went to the
residence where the alleged gun
offender was supposed to be on
home confinement to check on the
accused armed habitual criminal.

Nobody answered the door.
And, when they called the phone-
enabled GPS unit, someone who
identified himself as the detainee
answered. But he never allowed
authorities in.

When they returned to the home
later in the day, Hughes eventually
came to the door with the electron-
ic monitoring bracelet on his ankle,
prosecutors said. They took him

POLICE BEAT see p. 10
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Lane Tech girls open CPS season
with win over Westmghouse

DePaul Prep continue
rolling through
Catholic League

Chica-
go  Public
Schools bas-
ketball is
finally un-
derway. The
Lane Tech
girls varsity
team  took
on West-
inghouse on
Feb. 24, with
an exciting
51-48 win at Lane Tech to open
the season.

The Lane team, (whose mascot
name has yet to be decided af-
ter Lane dropped “Indians” last
year), jumped out to an early 15-9
first quarter lead over the West-
inghouse Lady Warriors.

The Lady Warriors battled back
in the second and third quarters
outscoring Lane 26-21. Westing-
house’s senior point guard Addi-
son Curry drained a three at the
start of the fourth quarter to give
the Lady Warriors their first lead
of the game, 38-36.

The Lane girls charged back
with points off the break. They
spread the ball around with points
from six different players in the
fourth quarter.

The Lane girls scoring was led
by Sr. point guard Eily Quinn (St.
Benedict elementary) with 18 to-
tal points, two three pointers, for
field goals and four free throws.
Lane junior forward Anastasia
Lamperis scored 14 including
an impressive 7 of 8 free throws.

By Jack Lydon

DePaul Prep’s TY Johnson slides on the gym floor after diving to save a
ball against St. Ignatius.

Lane senior forward Maria Katsig-
rodakis added eight points. Lane
junior Lauren Collins had five.

Westinghouse scoring was led
by senior point guard Addison
Curry with a total of 13 points,
including four three pointers and
a free throw. Senior Tania Allen
had ten. Senior center Kimberly
Scott had eight.

No spectators were allowed
in the Lane’s gym. This reporter
watched the game on Lane Ath-
letics You Tube channel. All Lane
games will be streamed live at:
www.youtube.com/channel/UC-
NF40kaDL_1o9w104aCCilw.

In the second game of the year,
Feb. 25, Lane girls head coach
Megan Molloy led her team in the
second game of the year at Payton
College Prep. Again, no specta-
tors or media were allowed in the
gym for this game and there was
no live stream.

“Due to COVID protocols we
are not allowing outside media

into our games at this time,” Pay-
ton athletic director wrote in an
apologetic e-mail.

The Payton girls’ basketball
program has enjoyed much suc-
cess inrecent years. The Grizzlies
went 24-10 last year and 22-11 the
year before for two straight re-
gional championships. Hopefully,
CPS will get its act together and
allow media into the games so we
call all find out what happens.

Payton defeated Lane 56-48.

It had been 358 days since the
Lane Tech boys’ varsity team had
last played and they were sched-
uled to open the season at home
against Farragut on Feb. 26. How-
ever, the game was postponed at
the last minute for unexplained
reasons. The next game was
schedule for Monday, March 1,
against Jones and Friday, March
5, against Lincoln Park.

In other area scores, Northside
College Prep handled Lake View
28-23 in a low scoring affair. Col-

Armed carjacking and ATM theft team
strikes 12 businesses Sunday
as FBI joins the hunt

BY CWBCHICAGO

A prolific group of criminals
specializing in armed carjackings
and ATM burglaries targeted at
least 12 businesses Feb. 28 just
days after the FBI announced
that they are getting involved in
CPD’s pursuit of the crew.

Police believe the crew has
been active for weeks, stealing
ATMs, cash registers, cigarettes,
and liquor during overnight hours
and carjacking drivers when they
need a new vehicle to get around.

As recently as Sunday morn-
ing, the men were traveling in a
Dodge Durango, bearing Illinois
license plate S339713, that they
carjacked from a woman in West
Town on Feb. 24, according to the
FBI and CPD records.

The crew is also linked to an
attempted carjacking in Logan
Square Feb. 24 that left a 31-year-
old driver with a gunshot wound
to his hand. Prosecutors charged
Travon Duffie, 17, with that crime
and said he fired a second round
at the victim’s stomach that was
deflected by the man’s iPhone.

In a bulletin issued Friday, the
FBI urged the public to call 911 if
they see the Durango.

The Durango was used again
early Sunday as the crew swept
across the North Side, Lincoln-
wood, and the Near West Side.
ATMs and cash registers were
among the items taken from busi-
nesses at:

e A restaurant in the 1600 block
of W. Howard
e A convenience store in the

5300 block of N. Sheridan
e A convenience store in the

1100 block of W. Thorndale
e A tattoo parlor in the 4400

block of N. Broadway
¢ A bar in the 4400 block of N.

Broadway
e A convenience store in

4700 block of N. Sheridan
e A convenience store in

3900 block of N. Sheridan
e A convenience store in

the

the

1300 block of N. Western
¢ A restaurant in the 2000 block
of W. North
e Two gas stations and a liquor
store in suburban Lincoln-
wood
On Feb. 25, the men used the
same Durango in another series
of break-ins that targeted:
* A taqueria in the 2600 block of
W. North
* A liquor store in the 3300 block
of W. North
* A convenience store in the
5800 block of W. Fullerton
¢ A liquor store in the 2900 block
of N. Harlem
They also burglarized at least
seven businesses during the over-
night hours of Feb. 23 and 24.

TEAM see p. 10
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lins edged Payton 51-49, and #3
ranked Whitney Young walloped
Lincoln Park 74-39; while Fran-
cis Park dropped Latin 71-56.

Chicago Catholic League play
continued, and #6 ranked DePaul
Prep Rams continued winning
with Catholic League cross-over
victories over St. Ignatius (5-4,
5-4) on Feb. 19 and Providence
Catholic (Lemont)(1-8, 1-8) on
Feb. 24.

St. Ignatius has a good young
team. This reporter has seen the
Wolfpack several times this year.
But Tom Kleinschmidt’s DePaul
Prep Rams handled them 59-38
on Feb. 19.

The Rams jumped out to an
early lead with tremendous de-
fense and points off the break.

There was plenty of fight in the
Wolfpack. Matt Monroe has his
team playing well and playing as
a team. After opening the game
with an 18-6 run, the Rams went
a little cold.

When asked what happened,
Kleinschmidt said, “Well Igna-
tius happened. They’re a good
team. They spread us a little bit.
We went to our bench. We haven’t
played in 11 days. They’re a good
team. That’s what happened to
us.”

Nevertheless, the Rams were
too quick and too athletic. TY
Johnson and Rasheed Bello are
the best front court I have seen
this year.

On Feb. 24, the Rams hosted
Providence in the final CCL
cross-over game with a team from
the White Division. The Celtics
were no match for the Rams. The
Rams jumped out to a 15-3 first
quarter lead but struggled a little
on offense in the second quarter.
The defense never lets up. I can’t
recall the last time I saw a single
digit score going into half time.
The Rams lead 23-9 at the half
and won 55-38.
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Where to
slow down
to avoid
speed cameras

Now that the city has gone
back ticketing and fining drivers
going six-miles per hour over the
speed limit, here are the loca-
tions where North Side drivers
need to slow down to avoid get-
ting nabbed.

Under Mayor Lori Lightfoot's
orders, drivers will be fined $35
if a speed camera catches them
going 6-10 mph over the speed
limit and $100 if they're going
even quicker. Tickets are sent in
the mail.

The locations are:

+ 449 and 450 N. Columbus Dr.
+ 324 E. lllinois St.
+ 11 E. Chicago and

14 W. Chicago
+ 2448 N. Clybourn Ave.

+ 2432 and 2443 N. Ashland Ave.

+ 3111 and 3130 N. Ashland Ave.

+ 2549 W. Addison St.

+ 3521 and 3534 N. Western Ave.

+ 1142 W. Irving Park Rd.

+ 2705 and 2712 W. Irving Park
Rd.

2721 W. Montrose Ave.

+ 4429 and 4446 N. Broadway

+ 4432 N. Lincoln Ave.

+ 4433 and 4436 N. Western Ave.

+ 3034 W. Foster Ave.

+ 5885 N. Ridge Ave.

+ 3137 W. Peterson Ave.

+ 6523 N. Western Ave.

Senior point guard TY Johnson
led the Rams with 22 points. Se-
nior guard Rasheed Bello added
11. Junior Dylan Arnett had
eight.

The Rams opened CCL Blue
Division play Feb. 26, at St. Lau-
rence earning their fifth victory
of the year in five tries. DePaul
Prep 60, St. Laurence 30.

The Rams face Loyola, Mt.
Carmel and Fenwick this week.
This week should go along way
to deciding who will win the Chi-
cago Catholic League in 2021.
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BY DEB KINER

Even though fewer people traveled in
2020 because of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, bed bugs did not get the memo to stay
home.

Chicago ran away with the top spot on
Orkin’s annual Pest Control’s Top 50 Bed
Bug Cities List for 2020 with Baltimore
and Washington, D.C., coming in second
and third.

Orkin said it bases it list “on treat-
ment data from the metro areas where
Orkin performed the most bed bug treat-
ments from Dec. 1,2019 — Nov. 30, 2020.

And as usual, Chicago’s North Side and
Downtown areas are ground zero for re-
ported infestations. According to the on-
line Bedbug Report, in the last year Chi-
cago had 485 bed bug reports. Visit bedbug
registry.com/metro/chicago/ to see if a re-
port has been filed in a building you visit.

The Univ. of Nebraska also has a com-
prehensive website [lancaster.unl.edu/pest/
bedbugs.shtml] to get information on bed
bugs and how to get rid of them.

Bed bugs are troublesome household
pests. They’re sneaky, hard to find, and can
pose potential health risks for you and your
family. High density living and a popula-
tion base that travels a lot are credited for
the high incidences of bed bug infestation
on the North Side.

Bed bugs don’t care about cleanliness

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

North Side again tops the list nationwide for bedbugs infestations
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(L) Typically, bed bugs are 3/16” long and are red to dark brown in color. Image courtesy
Orkin, LLC (R) Bed bugs can be different sizes and shapes depending on life stage and feed-
ing status. Comparison from L-R: poppy, sesame, flax and apple seeds. Image courtesy Univ.

of Nebraska

or social class, they can thrive in an im-
maculate, five-star hotel room just as easily
as somewhere run-down. All they need is
proximity to people and a crevice to hide
in.

To the untrained eye, rooting out a bed
bug infestation can prove difficult, and
even if discovered, home remedies and
over-the-counter deterrents are often inef-
fective. Bed bugs multiply quickly, and in
just six months, a few can turn into a full-
on infestation of 13,000 or more. Detection
is critical to break the bed bug life cycle
before they become a bigger problem.

Bed bugs may be able to live 6-12
months without food and can survive in
infrequently-used hotel rooms or vacant
apartment buildings until occupied by an
unfortunate victim.

GORILLA fromp. 3

riding and others. For a time, typing was
incredibly frustrating and when combined
with the general confusion that chemother-
apy caused, I began using an early speech-
to-text program in 2008. I became very
proficient with the program and was for-
tunate to be able to keep up my work and
production schedule. I tired easily and still
had to rely on others in the organization for
their support as I processed everything that
was happening at the time which is a big
part of the overall story.

Q. What do you hope people will get
from your book? What would you like them
to walk away thinking?

A. Tell your story. As important as it is to

visualize life after a cancer diagnosis, can-
cer fighters and those around them need to
know that there is life during the journey.
That means something different for every-
one and Rule #1 always applies. Forty is
the new 50 with respect to colorectal can-
cer, particularly if you have a family his-
tory of the disease. Start the conversation,
ask questions, document your family his-
tory, be mindful of changes in your overall
health and seek out early testing and treat-
ment. Colon cancer, if caught early, can be
a very manageable disease.

“Gorilla In The Room,” can be pur-
chased at Barbara’s Bookstore, 201 E. Hu-
ron St., The Bookstall in Winnetka, as well
as Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Indie, etc.

TEAM fromp. 9

That Wednesday spree was capped off by
the Durango carjacking and the shooting
of the other hijacking victim.

The burglary team has been taking
ATMs, liquor, cigarettes, and other valu-
ables during early morning raids for weeks.
They struck multiple locations on Dec. 26,
2020, Jan. 1, 20 and 26, Feb. 3 and 4.

Records show they have generally tar-
geted mom and pop convenience stores,
Mexican restaurants, and liquor stores
where free-standing ATMs are usually
permanently installed.

They have also taken an ATM from an
Old Town service station that was open for
business at the time of their raid. And now,
they’ve expanded to include CVS and Wal-
greens on their target lists.

POLICE BEAT fromp. 8

into custody.

At the jail, an officer realized that Hughes is
not the person who is supposed to be wearing
the ankle monitor. According to prosecutors,
Hughes has tattoos on his forehead and neck,
which the gun offender does not have, and the
men allegedly have completely different physi-
cal appearances.

Hughes allegedly explained that sheriff’s
deputies put the ankle bracelet on him by mis-
take one month ago when they changed the
ankle band on the other guy. But investigators
checked the body camera footage from the of-
ficers who handled the bracelet swap. It clearly
showed them putting the band on the right per-
son. Hughes was not on any court-ordered elec-
tronic monitoring, Murphy said.

“If somehow a band was being placed on you

by mistake, | would suspect an individual would
say, ‘| am not the person who is supposed to
have that band on. Don't put that band on me.
I'm supposed to be able to go and do what |
need to do in the world,” Willis hypothesized.

Murphy said the man who is supposed to be
wearing the home monitor and GPS is now miss-
ing. Prosecutors charged Hughes with aiding
the escape of a felon.

Willis told Hughes he is “causing disrepute
to the entire electronic monitoring system. You
can't have that.”

He then ordered Hughes held in lieu of
$250,000.

In an ironic twist, Willis said Hughes must go
onto electronic monitoring if he can post the re-
quired $25,000 deposit bond.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com

Have something on your mind about your community?

Write a Letter To The Editor at:
insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com

Bed bugs usually attack humans, but
may feed on other warm-blooded animals,
including pets.

They cannot fly, so most of the time,
people move bed bugs from place to place.
The most common ways bed bug infesta-
tions get started are when travelers bring
bed bugs home from infested hotels or mo-
tels in their luggage.

They may also be brought home with in-
fested used furniture or by hitching a ride
to another location by hanging on clothing.
(So be careful if you visit someone who
has an infestation.)

Family members living away from home
may bring them home on holidays.

Once brought inside apartments or ho-
tel rooms, bed bugs readily travel to other
bedrooms as their numbers increase. If
you live in an apartment, you can get them
from your neighbors.

Orkin recommends these steps to in-
spect for bed bugs:

* Survey the room for signs of an infesta-
tion. Be on the lookout for tiny, black, ink-
colored stains on mattress seams, in soft
furniture and behind headboards. They
can even hide out in electrical outlets and
picture frames.

e Lift and look in bed bug hiding spots:
the mattress, box spring and other furni-
ture, as well as behind baseboards, pictures

and even torn wallpaper.

¢ Elevate luggage away from the bed and
wall. The safest places are in the bathroom
or on counters.

* Examine your luggage carefully while
repacking and once you return home from
a trip. Always store luggage away from the
bed. Be sure to also examine all second-
hand furniture and clothing before bring-
ing it in your home and inspect after guests
visit.

* Place all dryer-safe clothing from your
luggage in the dryer for at least 45 min-
utes at the highest setting after you return
home.

America’s top 10 infested cities
The ranking includes both residential
and commercial treatments, they are:
1. Chicago, IL

2. Baltimore, MD

3. Washington, D.C.
4. Detroit, MI

5. Columbus, OH
6. Cleveland, OH

7. Indianapolis, IN
8. Cincinnati, OH

9. Los Angeles, CA
10. Grand Rapids, MI

Human bed bugs are found worldwide
and are dispersed through human travel.
During the last decade, there has been a
significant increase in bed bug infestations
in the U.S. Although bed bugs have never
been shown to transmit diseases, people
living in bed bug infested homes may ex-
perience psychological stress, anxiety and
insomnia. During the day, bed bugs hide in
cracks and crevices near the bed or plac-
es where people sleep at night. At night,
bed bugs come out of their hiding places
to feed. Bites are most often found on the
upper body: neck, arm and shoulders, but
may be found on legs or ankles.

Lakeview Township

Real Estate For Sale

“ Real Estate For Sale H “
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF Cook County, lllinois,
County Department, Chancery Division.

Nationstar HECM Acquisition Trust 2015-2, Wilm-
ington Savings Fund Society, FSB, not individually,
but solely as Trustee

Plaintiff,

vs.
Sandra Graff; Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development; Unknown Owners and Non-Record
Claimants

Defendants,

Case #2017CH5204

Sheriff's # 210007-001F

F17030262 CPN

Pursuant to a Judgment made and entered by said
Court in the above entitled cause, Thomas J. Dart,
Sheriff of Cook County, lllinois, will on March 23rd,
2021, at 1pm in room LLO6 of the Richard J. Daley
Center, 50 West Washington Street, Chicago, llii-
nois, sell at public auction the following described
premises and real estate mentioned in said Judg-
ment:

Common Address: 6749 North Rockwell Street,
Chicago, lllinois 60645

P.I.N: 10-36-404-037-0000

Improvements: This property consist of a Single
Family Home.

Sale shall be under the following terms: payment of
not less than ten percent (10%) of the amount of the
successful and highest bid to be paid to the Sheriff
by cashier’s check or certified funds at the sale; and
the full remaining balance to be paid to the Sheriff
by cashier’s check or certified funds within twenty-
four (24) hours after the sale.

Sale shall be subject to general taxes, special as-
sessments.

Premise will NOT be open for inspection.

Firm Information: Plaintiff's Attorney

DIAZ ANSELMO LINDBERG, LLC

1771 W. DIEHL,, Ste 120

Naperville, IL 60563

Sales Department

foreclosurenotice @fal-illinois.com

866-402-8661 fax 630-428-4620

For bidding instructions, visit www.fal-illinois.com
This is an attempt to collect a debt pursuant to the
Fair Debt Collection Practices Act and any informa-
tion obtained will be used for that purpose.

171717

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

North Township Real Estate For Sale

Real Estate For Sale H

H Real Estate For Sale H

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
ALLIANT CREDIT UNION, AN ILLINOIS STATE
CHARTERED CREDIT UNION

Plaintiff,

v
LAKE POINT TOWER RENAISSANCE PLAZA,
LLC F/K/A LAKE POINT TOWER COMMERCIAL,
LLC, AN ILLINOIS LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY,
LAKE POINT TOWER CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIA-
TION, AN ILLINOIS NOT FOR PROFIT CORPO-
RATION, EVANGELINE GOULETAS, AN INDIVID-
UAL, A. ROBERT ABBOUD AND COMPANY, AN
ILLINOIS CORPORATION, UNKNOWN OWNERS
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS

Defendants

2019 CH 00969

505 NORTH LAKE SHORE DRIVE, UNITS 217,
219 and 221

CHICAGO, IL 60611

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered
in the above cause on November 30, 2020, an agent
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM
on April 1,2021, at The Judicial Sales Corporation,
One South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO, IL, 60606, sell
at a public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth
below, the following described real estate:
Commonly known as 505 NORTH LAKE SHORE
DRIVE, UNIT 217, CHICAGO, IL 60611
Property Index No. 17-10-214-058
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
Commonly known as 505 NORTH LAKE SHORE
DRIVE, UNIT 219, CHICAGO, IL 60611
Property Index No. 17-10-214-060
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
Commonly known as 505 NORTH LAKE SHORE
DRIVE, UNIT 221, CHICAGO, IL 60611
Property Index No. 17-10-214-061
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $928,817.65.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close of the sale payable to The
Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party checks
will be accepted. The balance, including the Judi-
cial Sale fee for the Abandoned Residential Prop-
erty Municipality Relief Fund, which is calculated
on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each
$1,000 or fraction thereof of the amount paid by the
purchaser not to exceed $300, in certified funds/or
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours.
No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the
residential real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the
sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or oth-
er lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose
rights in and to the residential real estate arose prior
to the sale. The subject property is subject to gener-
al real estate taxes, special assessments, or special
taxes levied against said real estate and is offered
for sale without any representation as to quality or
quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and
in “AS IS” condition. The sale is further subject to
confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate

after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished
to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-

OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, LATIMER LEVAY FYOCK, LLC
Plaintiff's Attorneys, 55 W MONROE SUITE 1100,
Chicago, IL, 60603 (312) 422-8000. Please refer to
file number 20667-64.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

LATIMER LEVAY FYOCK, LLC

55 W MONROE SUITE 1100

Chicago IL, 60603

312-422-8000

E-Mail: Judicialsales@Ilflegal.com

Attorney File No. 20667-64

Attorney Code. 47473

Case Number: 2019 CH 00969

TJSC#: 41-159

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.
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Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700
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Deadline: 5Spm Mondays

LASSIFIEDS

Adoption

Pregnant? Considering Adoption? We help with food,
housing, medical, counseling, etc. You can relocate.
Choose adoptive family for your baby. We're friendly,
caring, completely confidential. Call 866-621-0933

Pregnant? Maybe Adoption? Living Expenses Paid.
Nationwide Agency. Talk With Us 24/7. 866-716-
3041. Online Chat. Online Application. www.onetrue-
gift.com. Text 515-778-2341.

Attorney Wanted

Exp. RE tax assessment appeals lawyer wanted.
Must be familiar with CCBR, Re-Review, IPTAB
Appeals, & CC Cook County appeals. Email con-
tact info and pedigree to: salvage525@yahoo.com

State of lllinois Surplus Property Online Auction -
WEEKLY auctions throughout the year! Equipment,
watches, boats, vehicles, knives, jewelry and much

more... iBid.illinois.gov

Auto Donations

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Autos Wanted

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 and Newer!
Any Condition. Running or Not. Competitive Offer!
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call Now: 1-888-
416-2330.

Cash for cars: We buy any condition vehicle, 2002
and newer. Nationwide free pick up! Call now:
1-800-864-5960.

Donate your car to kids! Fast free pickup running
or not - 24 hour response. Maximum tax donation.
Help find missing kids! 877-831-1448

Get cash for your used or junk car today. We buy all
cars, trucks, and SUVs. Free pick up. Call. 1-888-

©
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Business Opportunities

$1000 MAILBOX CASH EVERYDAY? Legal, Ethi-
cal, Exciting & Fun, No MLM Chains, Pyramids Etc
Website Reveals Al www.stressfreecashnow.
com Then Call Hotline 1-800-243-2142

America’s #1 Home Based Business! Up to $20k/
mo. Perfect for Introverts, Never Call Anyone, Text
“INFO” 800-343-6297 or Call for Prerecorded Msg

Business Services

ATTENTION MERCHANTS: Pay Zero Percent
Processing Fees! Eliminate Monthly Merchant
Processing Fees With Cash Discount! Boost Your
Revenue! Find Out How! Call 866-422-7434 Cash-
Discounts.com

Cars For Sale

1998 Dodge RV V2500 V8, 318CID, 120K miles,
front brake salvage, lots of new, some rust. Needs
front bumper. Front wreck, must be towed. For
rehab or parts. $1400. Call John 773-818-0808

1981 Olds Regal 98, V-8 diesel engine, 90K miles,
$2981. Call 773-818-0808

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL
AIM 800-481-8312

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get FAA Tech-
nician certification. Approved for military benefits.
Financial Aid if qualified. Job placement assistance.
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-453-
6204

Help Wanted. Paid Daily. No Experience Needed.
Full Details Go To: www.BestEasyWork.com/
bamidan

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train at
home for a career as a Medical Office Professional
at CTI! 1-833-766-4511 AskCTl.com

Train online to do medical billing! Become a Medical
Office Professional at CTI! Get trained & certified to
work in months! 888-572-6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

Education/Career Training

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands
on Aviation training. Financial Aid for qualified stu-
dents - Career placement assistance. CALL Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

Employment

The Association of Community Publishers (ACP) is
searching for an Executive Director. If interested,
visit afcp.org or ifpa.com and click on the “Executive
Director Search” link for more details.

Employment/Drivers

FALL INTO A GREAT NEW CAREER AT TTI!
$1600 Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS
*Flatbed *Step Deck *Van *LTL Reefer. Pay is 26%
Gross Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile Van/
Reefer. Full benefits w/FREE Health & Life Insur-
ance, 6 paid Holidays, + Industry leading Driver
Bonus Program! Must have Class A CDL. Call Ruth
or Mike at TTI Inc. 1-800-222-5732 Apply online
ttitrucking.com

WARM UP WITH A NEW CAREER AT TTI! $1600
Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS *Flatbed
*Step Deck *Van *LTL Reefer. Pay is 26% Gross
Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile Van/Reefer. Full
benefits w/FREE Health & Life Insurance, 6 paid
Holidays + Industry leading Driver Bonus Program!
Must have Class A CDL. Call Ruth or Mike at TTI
Inc 1-800-222-5732 Apply online ttitrucking.com

Farm & Ranch

FARMERS WANTED ILLINOIS FARMER consider-
ing retirement in the next 2 - 3 years? Take 5 minute
survey for $10. Call (773) 717-56572

ARE YOU BEHIND $10K OR MORE ON YOUR
TAXES? Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits,
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt
FAST. Call 855-849-6790

Financial

Do you owe $10,000+ to the IRS or State in back
taxes? Get tax relief now! We'll fight for you!
(800)887-5731 - (Mon-Fri 10am-8pm EST).

Government program forgives up to 90% of Federal
Student Loans. Call today to claim your benefits be-
fore Congress makes changes to eligibility require-
ments. CALL (888) 212-5612

PAY 0% Processing Fees! Gain track and make
your business viable by keeping up with payment
technology. 866--722-7434 CashDiscounts.com

Blueberries - Certified Organic - Seasonal U-Pick
and Pre-Picked, Year-round frozen - Clean fields,
easy picking, Northwest Indiana, easy access off
80/90. Check us out at www.BlueberryRanch.com

Searching for products to resell? $50 Laptops, $30
TV's, $10 Smart Phones, $4 Jeans. Liquidations
from 200+ leading liquidators. Visit: CloseoutsOn-
line.com

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit!
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

FARMERS, LANDSCAPERS or GARDENERS,
did you or a loved one use Roundup Weed Killer
and were diagnosed with NON-HODGKINS LYM-
PHOMA (Cancer)? You may be entitled to com-
pensation. Call Attorney Charles Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

GASTRIC BYPASS SURGERY FOR WEIGHT
LOSS? If you or a loved one had this surgery and
suffered serious injury or death? You may be en-
titled to compensation. Attorney Charles Johnson
1-800-535-5727

If you or a loved one were diagnosed with OVAR-
IAN CANCER or MESOTHELIOMA after use of
TALCUM products such as BABY POWDER or
SHOWER TO SHOWER, you may be entitled to
compensation. Contact Charles H. Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

Health/Fitness

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit!
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-889-5515

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one FREE! High-
quality rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced
90% less than competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day
money back guarantee! 855-619-0190

Recently Diagnosed wi/Lung Cancer or Mesothe-
lioma? Exposed to Asbestos Pre-1980 at Work or
Navy? You May Be Entitled to a Significant Cash
Award! Smoking History Okay! Call 1-855-591-
0517

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our network has recovered mil-
lions for clients! Call today for a FREE consultation!
1-888-409-1261

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates,
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares.
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaran-
teed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos
Espafiol

Health & Medical

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-889-5515

Help Wanted/Employment

Bookkeepers: 12 mo. exp. in bookkeeping or related
req. Mail Resume to: Manning & Silverman Ltd. ,
Attn: HR- 175 Olde Half Day Road, Ste. 290, Lin-
colnshire, IL 60069.

The Association of Community Publishers (ACP) is
searching for an Executive Director. If interested,
visit afcp.org or ifpa.com and click on the “Executive
Director Search” link for more details.

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED at Ste-
vens Transport! Earn $1000 per week! Paid CDL
Training! No experience needed! 1-844-452-4121
drive4stevens.com

$500+ Paid Daily The Easy Way. Go To: www.Paid-
DailyGroup.com

Home Improvements

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars,
no slip flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-
home consultation: 888-912-4745

Leafguard is the only one piece gutter system guar-
anteed to never clog, get a jump on Fall and Save
75% on installation and receive $500 for your old
ladder! Call 1-800-216-0539

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Empire Today/E to
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 844-220-6034

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off,
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

T

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON
AREAS CLEANING+ OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING + POWER WASHING - SNOW
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Legal Services

NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE referral to an at-
torney! Call the lllinois State Bar Association lllinois
Lawyer Finder The advice you need 877-270-3855
or https://www.isba.org/public/ illinoislawyerfinder

Medical Misc.

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates,
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares.
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

Miscellaneous

ASIAN WOMEN! Penpals, friendship! Free bro-
chure. Send S.A.S.E.: Box 4601NN, Thousand
Oaks CA 91362. 805-492-8040 www.pacisl.com
Since 1991.

Attention: If you or a loved one worked around
the pesticide Roundup (glyphosate) for at least 2
years & has been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s
lymphoma, you may be entitied to compensation.
855-341-5793

ATTENTION MERCHANTS: Pay Zero Percent
Processing Fees! Eliminate Monthly Merchant
Processing Fees With Cash Discount! Boost Your
Revenue! Find Out How! Call 866-422-7434 Cash-
Discounts.com

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Inogen
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery.
Only 2.8 pounds. FREE information kit. Call 877-
929-9587

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior
living referral service. Contact our trusted, local
experts today! Our service is FREE/no obligation.
CALL 1-844-722-7993

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social
Security Disability ~Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323!
FREE Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Attention all Homeowners in jeopardy of Foreclo-
sure? We can help stop your home from foreclo-
sure. The Foreclosure Defense helpline can help
save your home. The Call is absolutely free. 1-855-
516-6641.

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo
agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask how to bundle & SAVE!
Geo & svc restrictions apply. 1-888-796-8850

AT&T INTERNET Plus DIRECTV Only $89.99/
month! 155+ Channels plus super high speed
Internet! Free NFL Sunday ticket! Free HD DVR
| Stream 1000s of free shows and movies! 877-
541-0009

Become a Published Author. We want to Read Your
Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors
Since 1920 Book manuscript submissions currently
being reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion and Distribution Call
for Your Free Author’s Guide 1-877-626-2213

BOOT STRAPS & BRA STRAPS Book On Amazon
& Audible. Need to start over this year? FREE RE-
BOOT GIFTS: www.SheilaMac.com

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today!
1-855-404-2366

Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-909-
9905 18+.

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Condition Vehicle,
2002 and Newer. Nationwide Free Pick Up! Call
Now: 1-800-864-5960.

Create a new holiday tradition with The Amazing
Snowman! You can make it snow ANYWHERE,
even indoors! Get your Amazing Snowman TODAY!
www.AmazingSnowman.com promo code SM100
gives you $100 off!

Cross country Moving, Long distance Moving Com-
pany, out of state move $799 Long Distance Mov-
ers. Get Free quote on your Long distance move.
1-844-452-1706

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit!
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

Denied Social Security Disability? Appeal! If you're
50+, filed for SSD and denied, our attorneys can
help get you approved! No money out of pockets!
Call 1-866-376-3163

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may
qualify for a substantial cash award. NO obligation,
NO risk! We've recovered millions. Let us help you!!
Call 24/7, 855-845-8269

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 Channels.
Stream news, live events, sports & on demand
titles. No contract/commitment. 1-866-825-6523

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Channels! Add High
Speed Internet for ONLY $19.95/month. Call Today
for $100 Gift Card! Best Value & Technology. FREE
Installation. Call 1-855-837-9146 (some restrictions
apply)

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions ap-
ply. Promo Expires 7/21/21.1-833-872-2545

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and
More! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, most
advanced debris-blocking protection. Schedule free
estimate. 15% off Purchase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490

FREE CASH That's right WE will send you $5 by
cash app free right now! Text the word “cadnet” to
706-761-1745

FREE Ice Cream? Available at ALL Jewel-Osco
locations, Nightfood ice cream will pay for your first
pint! Visit TryNightfood.com

Miscellaneous, cont.

GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!) Schedule FREE in-home assessment.
1-844-334-8353 special financing if qualified.

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-889-5515

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 Channels &
1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand (w/SELECT
All Included Package.) PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE
Screens Simultaneously at No Addt | Cost. Call DI-
RECTV 1-855-781-1565

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DIRECTV Choice
All-Included Package. $59.99/month for 12 months.
185 Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call
1-855-781-1565 or satellitedealnow.com/cadnet

Get a SMARTPHONE for $0 DOWN* with AT&T
Next® and AT&T Next Every Year; $250 Gift Card
for Switching to AT&T! (*Requires well-qualified
credit. Limits & restrictions apply.) 1-888-545-5093

HARRIS 5 MINUTE BED BUG KILLER! Fast, Effec-
tive Treatment. Available: Hardware Stores, Home
Depot, homedepot.com

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing aid for just $75 down
and $50 per month! Call 800-426-4212 and mention
88272 for a risk free triall FREE SHIPPING!

Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-quality rechargeable
Nano hearing aids priced 90% less than competi-
tors. Nearly invisible! 45-day money back guaran-
tee! 833-669-5806

HughesNet Satellite Internet — Finally, no hard data
limits! Call Today for speeds up to 25mbps as low
as $59.99/mo! $75 gift card, terms apply. 1-844-
863-4478

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help fast
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with
GPS. Free first aid kit (with subscription.) 877-537-
8817 Free brochure.

LOSE WEIGHT WHILE YOU SLEEP! Scientifi-
cally proven formula. Optimal results. Video intro.
Sleep2Weight.net. SAVE THIS AD!

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in industrial,
construction, manufacturing jobs, or military may be
the cause. Family in the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@breakingin-
jurynews.com. $30 billion is set aside for asbestos
victims with cancer. Valuable settlement monies
may not require filing a lawsuit.

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat. Meet
singles right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call
NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get Fresh Start or
Forgiveness Call 1-877-378-1182 Monday through
Friday 7AM-5PM PST

New authors wanted! Page Publishing will help
self-publish your book. Free author submission kit!
Limited offer! 866-951-7214

New discovery eliminates common sexual problems!
All natural male enhancement product increases
staying power, performance & pleasure. Risk free
60 day guarantee + free shipping 15% discount with
coupon perform01 visit: TryProZyte.com

!IOLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER,
MARTIN, Etc. 1930's to 1980's. TOP DOLLAR
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 888-609-2189

Protect your home w/home security monitored by
ADT. Starting at $27.99/mo. Get free equipment
bundle including keypad, motion sensor, wireless
door & windows sensors. 833-719-1073

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer or Mesothe-
lioma? Exposed to Asbestos Pre-1980 at Work or
Navy? You May Be Entitled to a Significant Cash
Award! Smoking History Okay! Call 1-855-591-
0517

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION! World
Health Link. Price Match Guarantee! Prescriptions
Required. CIPA Certified. Over 1500 medications
available. CALL Today For A Free Price Quote.
1-855-530-8993 Call Now!

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for
$99.97/mo. Fastest Internet. 100 MB per second
speed. Free Primetime on Demand. Unlimited
Voice. NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-652-9304 or
visit http:/Aripleplaytoday.com/national

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off,
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198 or
visit www.walkintubquote.com/news

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE STAIRS*™* Give
your life a lift with an ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now
for $250 OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE DVD
& brochure! 1-866-471-1334

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage
system. Save money, reduce reliance on grid,
prepare for outages & power your home. Full instal-
lation services. $0 down financing option. Request
free no obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785

Thinking about installing a new shower? American
Standard makes it easy. Free design consult.1-888
-674-3005 today to see how to save $1,000 on in-
stallation or visit www.newshowerdeal.com/display

Two great new offers from AT&T Wireless! Ask how
to get the Next Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T’s Buy one, Give
One. While supplies last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or
www.freephonesnow.com/cadnet

Use RoundUp Weedkiller? Non-Hodgkin's Lym-
phoma, Multiple Myeloma, and Leukemia may
result from RoundUp exposure. A recent $2 billion
judgment was awarded in a RoundUp injury case.
Call 1-619-493-4791 or email RoundUp@break-
inginjurynews.com and let us begin work on your
RoundUp case today.

Viagra - premium generic Viagra (100mg) or Cialis
(20mg) 100 tablets for $109 Asthma inhalers as
low as $13 per inhaler free shipping Satisfaction
guaranteed. (888)424-4908 or visit: www. USAS-
tayHealthy.com

Fmenican Standanal 150 YEARs OF EXCELLENCE
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Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a
Generac home standby
generator

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-334-8353

F R E A $695 Value!

Offer valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage, located at
429 W. Ohio St., Chicago, IL (312-644-2000),
is opening lockers:
3613X (Natalia Barrera)
4611X (Patricia Patel)
3547X (Lauren Vallortigara)
2713X (Tyra Peterson)
1638A (Adrienne Meachum)
4622X (Sanjay Vohra)
3523X and 6619X (Edward Lahood)
for public sale on
March 30, 2021 at 3:00 p.m..
Cash only.

Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage
located at 730 West Lake Street, Chicago, IL,
312-876-2000, is opening lockers:
3485F- Baloch, Nawab F
2023F- Evans, Michael
6230W- Hapgood, Jon
5090G- Lamba, Sonali
7620X- Obrien, Patty
3205E- Obrien, Patty
7570F- Advance Solutions Inc
for public sale.
This sale is to be held on
Tuesday, March 30, 2021 at 2:00PM.
Cash payments only.

Motorcycles

TOP CASH PAID! FOR OLD MOTORCYCLES!
1900-1980 Dead or Alive 888-800-1932 or 920-
371-0494

Real Estate For Sale

TENNESSEE LAKEFRONT = $34,900 BANK
ORDERED SALE MASSIVE LAKE Dockable acre-
age on Kentucky Lake. Way under market value.
RV ready. 888-386-9446 https://tnlandings.com/Of-
fered by Waters Edge Properties Inc - Broker

Recycling

Interested in helping the environment, those less
fortunate? Recycle Plus, operating since 1990,
offers recycling service as well as: Used plastic
buckets (food grade) various sizes & shapes, card-
board boxes, old lumber, furniture, reusable shop-
ping bags made in Chicago from repurposed fabric.
Contact Recycle Plus Inc Gary Zuckerman
773-761-5937 or 773-858-1210 Email:
recycle_plus_chicago@yahoo.com

Training/Education

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL
AIM 800-481-8312

Wanted To Buy

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders and
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient.
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit
RefrigerantFinders.com

OLD SLOT MACHINES WANTED BY COLLEC-
TOR. ALSO BUYING OLD JUKEBOXES, 10 CENT
COKE MACHINES AND SMALL ANTIQUE SAFES.
I PAY CASH AND PICK UP. 314-707-0184.

Paying Cash For Comics! Top national comic buyer
will be in your area, paying cash for vintage comics
(1970 & earlier). Call Will: 866-461-0640

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas
interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver,
CO 80201

|

ENJOYING A NEW SHOWER
IS EASIER THAN YOU THINK

FREE IN-HOME
DESIGN CONSULTATION
CALL TODAY

7-Year Extended Warranty*

-

Hine

D

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer.
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

PAINTING

DADRASS
PAINTING

KITCHEN & BATH
REMODELING

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

* FREE ESTIMATES
847-749-8227

847-291-9091
DADRASSPAINTING@YAHO0.COM

21

Ximena

Alban

Real Estate Broker

7300 N. Western
Chicago IL 60645

xralban@gmail.com
www.C21Universal.com

Direct: 773 416-9568
Fax: 773 465-5068

“Es un honor servir
a la comunidad Latinx de Chicago”

TOOL LIQUIDATION

| TOOL
| LIQUIDATION

* Welder Generator

* Drain Rodder

* Ridgid Threading Machine
* Tank Torch Set

Cutting Torch Tank Set

* Ridgid Plumbing Tools

773-818-0808
I 101supplyok@gmail.com I

| RECYCLED * CHEAP |

cvls.org.

COVID-19 mortgage relief

Those who find themselves in financial distress and
having trouble making mortgage payments may seek
help from the Chicago Volunteer Legal Services.

Homeowners can check if their loan is federally-backed
and fill out form letters to send to their lender. Dedicated
hotline and email for homeowners who have trouble
navigating the internet is 312-332-8785; or visit COVID@
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Postal problems
continue
on North Side

Over the last three months, almost every
North Side neighborhood - and neighbor-
hoods city-wide - have complained about
delayed and spotty U.S. Postal Service
mail delivery.

It is a problem that appears to be spread-
ing further, rather than being fixed by the
U.S. Postal Service [USPS] or any local
federal officials.

Every North Side alderman these days
seems to be encouraging USPS custom-
ers that have a concern with their mail de-
livery, questions about specific pieces of
mail, and or other service issues to contact
their local Postal station or the Consumer
Affairs office at 312-983-8403.

On the North Side, city and state offi-
cials are encouraging residents and busi-
nesses to contact Congressmen Michael
Quigley and Jan Schakowsky, and Senator
Dick Durbin.

Many communities now complain
of no mail deliveries in weeks

to a full month, and a lot of USPS
customers are now going to their
neighborhood branches to try
and collect their mail in person,
with mixed results.

Mail service in Chicago has been spotty
for well over a decade, but in the last year,
the inability to deliver mail even a few
times a week became ubiquitous. Many
communities now complain of no mail de-
liveries in weeks to a full month, and a lot
of USPS customers are now going to their
neighborhood branches to try and collect
their mail in person, with mixed results.

Staffers in political offices all over Chi-
cago have seen a sharp increase in the
number of calls and emails from constitu-
ents who have been waiting anxiously for
checks, medications, bills, and other im-
portant pieces of mail that are lost delayed
for days, if not weeks. These delays also
impact business owners, who rely on ful-
filling orders via mail now more than ever
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

While the pandemic and extreme winter
weather two weeks ago have caused addi-
tional recent challenges to timely mail de-
livery, the reality is that those delays are a
small part of a broader, long-term problem:
tens of thousands of packages and parcels
and hundreds of thousands of letters that
sit undelivered in Post Office city-wide.

SNAFU fromp. 1

of dependents, birth dates, medical infor-
mation numbers, medical eligibility cat-
egory, and medical coverage dates. Of the
8,848 notices that were mailed, one notice
included a complete Social Security num-
ber, and five notices included a complete
bank account number.

To date, the State is unaware of any ac-
tual or attempted misuse of personal infor-
mation as a result of the incident.

The State is now in the process of send-
ing letters to the individuals whose infor-
mation was sent to the incorrect address,
members of the Illinois General Assem-
bly, and the Office of the Illinois Attorney
General.

Individuals with questions may write
to: HFS HIPAA/Privacy Officer, 201 S.
Grand Ave. East, Springfield, IL 62763, or
email HFS.Privacy.Officer@illinois.gov.
Credit reporting agencies and the Federal
Trade Commission can also offer informa-
tion about fraud alerts and security freezes
and contact information for those organi-
zations are being provided to the affected
individuals.

giant new grocery store is built at Lawrence and Western avenues. Photo by Peter von Buol

DOWNZONING from p. 1

Fifth Third Bank. Using the current zon-
ing to its advantage, the developer has said
it can begin its project “by right” and it will
not fall under the city’s Planned Develop-
ment zoning designation.

Such a category usually applies to large
grocery stores but by building its project in
stages, company officials believe they can
avoid the process.

Located at a highly visible northwest
corner of the Lawrence, Western and Lin-
coln Ave. intersection, a large grocery
store most likely owned by Amazon (either
Amazon Fresh or Whole Foods) would
threaten locally owned businesses such as
Harvest Time Grocery, 2632 W. Lawrence
Ave., Gene’s Sausage Shop and Delicates-
sen, 4750 N. Lincoln Ave., Cardinal Wine
& Spirits, 4905 N. Lincoln Ave., L&M
Fine Foods, 4363 N. Lincoln Ave., as well
as many other small independent shops in
Lincoln Square.

During a January meeting of the Heart
of Lincoln Square neighborhood organiza-
tion, Ald. Vasquez had expressed his con-
cerns for the site.

“The biggest concern is for the local
grocers, and others, in close-proximity.
What is challenging is a world where we
do not have to give approval one way or the
other. We can, however, have that conver-
sation with them and we may yet be able
to use the vacation of an alley as leverage,”
Vasquez said.

If the city council approves the proposed
ordinance, the developer would have to
work within the framework of a process
which would include community input.

The site includes the parcels occupied
by the bank, including its drive-thru and
parking lot but also two alleys (including
one in which a bridge crosses an alley to
connect the main bank building with its
drive-thru).

Prepare for
power outages
with a Generac
home standby
generator

FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Some Lincoln Square community mem-
bers have told this newspaper they are con-
cerned about being able to trust HSG and
its leadership team, including its managing
partner John McLinden.

In 2011, McLinden was one of the man-
aging partners of Centrum Partners LLC
and Centrum Properties LLC which lost a
$12.5 million judgement in which a former
marketing executive for the company had
successfully sued the company for having
been wrongly terminated. Ten years later,
the former marketing executive, Jennifer
Arons, still has yet to receive full payment.
Her attorneys allege Centrum avoided pay-
ment by transferring its assets to another
company.

The close ties between HSG and Cen-
trum are readily apparent on the website
of Hubbard Street Group at www.hubbard-
streetgroup.com.

Centrum projects are even listed under
the category of recent HSG projects.

In 2015, campaign contributions made
by McLinden and fellow HSG managing
partner Graham Palmer to former Ald.
Joe “Proco” Moreno [1st] raised concerns
because at the time, Centrum was seeking
Moreno’s approval to build a large devel-
opment in Wicker Park. Each had donated
$5,000 to Moreno’s campaign. Another of-
ficial at Centrum, Larry Powers, also do-
nated $5,000 to Moreno’s campaign.

More action on proposed ETOD

In last week’s newsletter, Ald. Matt Mar-
tin [47th] said that he met with officials
from the Chicago departments of Transpor-
tation, and Planning and Development, and
the Lincoln Square Ravenswood Chamber
of Commerce to discuss the status of vari-
ous infrastructure improvements through-
out the ward relating to various issues, and
to discuss a potential Equity Transportation
Oriented Development [ETOD] on a com-
mercial parking lot adjacent to the Western

GENERAC

Offer valid February 15 - May 2, 2021

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Brown Line CTA station.

Ald. Martin has yet to request a meeting
with those residents who are in opposition
to the project. At a Jan. 21 virtual vision-
ing meeting, a great deal of frustration and
bickering was expressed by area residents
in the chat box over the city’s plans, the
lack of overall transparency on the project,
and the speed with which the decision was
being made.

While not identifying who they were,
Ald. Martin claimed in the newsletter to
have met with local businesses in the Lin-
coln Square area in connection with the
plan to replace a critical piece of com-
mercial infrastructure with an ETOD. The
city-owned commercial parking lot on the
northeast corner of Western and Leland
has been targeted for an affordable hous-
ing project that would require turning the
parking lot property over to a private de-
veloper for free.

The lots in question that make up the
area proposed for the ETOD housing de-
velopment, were actually taken from their
former owners in 1975 by City Hall in an
eminent domain action to support the com-
mercial district with a metered off-street
parking lot. To now turn that property over
for free to a private developer seems a dis-
service to those people who gave up those
properties for a greater community need
over 40 years ago.

The ETOD proposal for Lincoln Square
seems to ignore the findings of a 1998
Master Plan undertaken by The Lakota
Group and DLK Architecture, at the behest
of the 47th Ward Office, Lincoln Square
Chamber of Commerce and Chicago Dept.
of Planning and Development, that stated
that the 45-acre Lincoln Square commer-
cial district had a parking deficit of “ap-
proximately 1,519 parking space.”

As was the case in 2020 when this
scheme first came to light and caused
community strife, neighbors who joined
the Jan. 21 online meeting fear that the loss
of the commercial parking lot would dam-
age a number of nearby businesses and lo-
cal institutions. Those that would appear to
be most at risk are the many unique small
retailers and independent restaurants that
have helped turn the community into a re-
gional draw, bringing people into Lincoln
Square from the entire the six-county re-
gion.

City Hall is seeking to remove this com-
mercial parking lot just as Northwestern
Medicine is expanding in a new Lincoln
Square clinic at the former site of the Chi-
cago Brauhaus, 4732 N. Lincoln Ave. The
new clinic will be heavily dependent on
patients coming by car and seeking park-
ing.

Northwestern has not returned calls and
emails for comment on what the loss of the
parking lot might mean for their new facil-
ity, but when the Brauhaus was still open,
they were known to encourage guests to
park in that city lot and enter through the
rear, walking right through the kitchen as
staff labored away serving up their eve-
ning fare.

Also benefiting from the parking lot
are cultural institutions like the Davis
Theater, Old Town School of Folk Music,
and DANKHaus German Cultural center.
Losing the lot would make it more difficult
for them to draw in customers from out-
side of the community, especially if Resi-
dent Only Permit Parking is expanded in
the community, as Ald. Martin suggested
it might be during the Jan. 21 meeting.

Losing that open parking lot during and
after construction of the building would
also leave the popular and well-attended
Lincoln Square Farmers Market, the Ger-
man American Festival, Apple Fest and
Mayfest struggling to survive, as that lot
is a critical component to the logistics re-
quired for set up of these public events,
keeping those functions from consuming
nearby the streets.



