Because power corrupts,

society’s demands for moral authority
and character increase

as the importance

of the position increases.

— John Adams
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Devon/McCormick park project

to enhance

STORY BY BOB KITSOS

A 1.8-acre West Ridge parcel,
formerly a parking lot situated
along the riverfront trail, will be
rehabbed to expand Park #526 at
3271 W. Devon (at McCormick).
The park expansion is expected to
be completed by this summer, ac-
cording to Ald. Debra Silverstein
[50th].

The approximate $600,000 in-
vestment taken from TIF funds is
part of the Mayor’s Building on
Burnham plan, a comprehensive
vision to invest in Chicago’s parks
and open spaces. The property has
been broadly neglected since the
Cineplex Odeon Cinemas com-
plex closed in 2005. The shut-
tered theatre will be spared the
wrecking ball, however, as it will
be converted into a Banner self-
storage facility.

“By transforming a former park-
ing lot to parkland, we are provid-
ing residents with a community
anchor for recreation and leisure,”
said Mayor Rahm Emanuel, who
was there for the groundbreaking.
“This is another step forward in
our goal to add 2,020 acres of pro-
tected natural areas in the City of
Chicago by 2020.”

Park design

The park design includes hills
and asphalt walking paths, sta-
tionary fitness equipment, a new
drinking fountain, and a small
multi-purpose field. The equip-
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In a March 8 eremony, arkDisrict Geneal Superintndent Mihal KII,
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left, Mayor Rahm Emanuel and Ald. Debra Silverstein [50th] turn over the first
shovel of dirt to expand Park #526 located on the southeast corner of Devon

and McCormick.

Photo courtesy of 50th Ward office

ment will be designed to comple-
ment the bike and jogging path
running through the park. The
park design also includes a land-
scaped path, new native plantings
that will attract local birds and in-
sects and a passive green space.
“We are thrilled to have the op-
portunity to expand Park #526
and increase recreational and fit-
ness options in the North Park and
West communities,” said Chicago
Park District [CPD] General Su-
perintendent Michael Kelly. The
park is actually owned by the

Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District, but leased by the CPD.
Increasing open space is a key
component in Building on Burn-
ham, the Mayor’s comprehensive
plan to invest in the lakefront,
the Chicago River, natural areas
and recreational opportunities in
neighborhoods across the city.
This plan follows the City’s
successful expansion of Chicago’s
park system in the mayor’s first
term, which already has added

PARK see p. 16

City to double down
on Uptown program
to provide Downtown homeless
with day labor opportunities

On March 9 the Mayor’s Office
announced that the City will make
Uptown’s Day for Change pilot a
permanent fixture this year in its
ongoing efforts to address home-
lessness, by bringing the service
downtown.

Over the course of less than
three months, Uptown’s pilot
has helped 225 individuals either
homeless or panhandling to earn
roughly $12,000-15,000 com-
bined in wages. This, in turn, has
helped city officials to understand
the issues and needs of this hard to
reach population in their attempts
to reduce homelessness.

By doubling the program’s
capacity, the city is seeking to
reach more homeless individuals
through a program that provides
an opportunity to engage in day la-
bor and wraparound services. The
Day for Change pilot served twice
as many people as it was intended
to, and will now seek to serve at
least 550 unique individuals by
expanding the program’s reach to
cover more areas of the city.

Based on this experience the city
will expand the geographic foot-
print of the program to serve the
Central Business District. While
the pilot focused on daily recruit-
ment of homeless and panhan-
dler populations primarily at the
viaducts on the North Side along
Lake Shore Dr., the program will
expand its focus to the Michigan
and State St. corridors. This will
deliver landscaping, cleaning, and
other improvements to these high-
trafficked corridors through the
assignment of participants to tem-
porary work opportunities.

Funded by the new house shar-
ing tax enacted last year by Mayor
Rahm Emanuel, the pilot program
was created to serve 100 individu-
als through an opportunity to earn
a modest wage.

“Expanding the footprint of the
program helps homeless residents
get not only a paycheck and ser-
vices, but the chance to get their
lives back on track,” said Mayor
Emanuel.

The program is operated

through a city partnership with A
Safe Haven Foundation, which
operates two work vans to do daily
work recruitment at the viaducts
and underpasses on Chicago’s
North Lakefront, where a concen-
trated population of homeless and
panhandlers reside. Program par-
ticipants will be eligible to earn up
to $600 annually, and will receive
meals, transportation, behavioral
health services, job preparedness
training, healthcare screenings,
hygiene care, and interim hous-
ing.

“We are working to create a sys-
tem where cases of homelessness
are rare, brief, and non-recurring,”
said Lisa Morrison Butler, Com-
missioner of the Dept. of Family
and Support Services. “The pro-
gram provides us an opportunity
to better gauge the needs of our
most hard to reach residents, and
we will apply these lessons to im-
prove our broader citywide home-
less strategy.”

DAY LABOR see p. 16

Chicago River dyed green to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.

Chicago’s Green moment

On Saturday morning, mem-
bers of the Chicago Journeymen
Plumbers Union poured a green
vegetable dye into the river to cel-
ebrate the traditional Irish St. Pat-
rick’s Day.

For more than 40 years, it’s been
a tradition in the city that the Chi-
cago Journeymen Plumbers turn

the Chicago River green for the
celebration. Thousands of people
gathered in downtown Chicago
for various festivities, including
a parade that started at noon and
Irish-themed food and drinks of-
fered by stores and vendors along
the Chicago River.
Photo by Yifang (Evonne) Liu

Final phase of Wilson Red Line
reconstruction underway

-._..- - . '_' .

The Arthur Gerber-designed Uptown Station building is seen here in 1959,
looking westward on Wilson and north on Broadway.

Image courtesy CTA

Last sections of century-old
tracks nearly gone

The Wilson Red Line Station
reconstruction project is kicking
off its final major phase of con-
struction and is already more than
75% complete says the CTA. The
$203 million project is on track to
deliver a new, fully accessible sta-
tion by the end of this year.

For the first time Monday CTA
trains operated on all brand new
elevated tracks adjacent to the
station, as demolition iS now un-
derway on the last of four old el-
evated tracks that were built more
than a century ago.

The CTA says that the Wilson
station should remain open during
the remaining construction and
customers will see no changes to
Red and Purple Express service.
Customers will continue to ac-
cess the platform via the auxil-
iary entrances off of the north and
south sides of Wilson Ave., since
the main station house (featuring
two new elevators and escalators)
remains under construction. The
construction work will occasion-
ally require temporary street clo-
sures and parking restrictions near

the elevated structure.

“All the developers and new
business owners who have come
into this area in the last year have
said that it was the rehab of the
Wilson ‘L’ that attracted them to
Uptown,” said Ald. James Capple-
man [46th]. “If there ever was a
case study for what the rehab of
an L stop can do, the Wilson ‘L’
is it.”

First announced in 2012, the
project is building a brand new
Wilson station house with an el-
evator and restoring the historic
Gerber Building, built in 1923 at
Broadway and Wilson. It is also
replacing more than a half mile of
what was more than 100-year-old
elevated track structure.

Once the project is completed,
the station will also function as a
new Red-Purple Line transfer sta-
tion for customers.

To date, the CTA has completed
the reconstruction of two south-
bound tracks that carry Red and
Purple Line Express trains as well
as the northbound Red Line track.
Work crews have completed one
of the two new, modern island

WILSON see p. 16
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The Irish in Chicago: The Greening of the Prairie

By Thomas J. O’'Gorman

Out of Ireland we have come,
Great hatred, little room
Maimed us from the start,

I carry from my mother’s womb
A fanatic heart.

Those words of William But-
ler Yeats, the Irish poet, are both
a warning and an explanation of
who we Irish are.

In the larger scope of history,
eight centuries of occupation and
treachery by the English did a
great deal to shape our Irish inter-
action with the world.

We became a nation of exiles,
ransacked by the cruel politics of
bitter religious persecution, the
victims of pogroms, persecutions
and starvation. We searched for
homes on other shores, making
our presence there felt.

As we journey toward the feast
of Ireland’s patron, St. Patrick, it’s
time to say a word about the his-
tory of Chicago. And the way in
which the Irish became an indel-
ible and sustaining part of its life.

The intention is not to merely
sentimentally congratulate the
Irish on their achievements. His-
tory is a two-way street.

There’s an old Irish saying that
Abe Lincoln was fond of quot-
ing - “You have to do your own
growing, no matter how tall your
grandfather was.”

This was the real secret behind
the success of the Irish in America
and especially Chicago.

It is critical to see the achieve-
ments of the Irish as a part of the
larger growth of our metropolis.

But there is clear evidence that
the assimilation of the Irish as an
immigrant group, and their abil-
ity to organize and govern, gave

Chicago a powerful population
for achievement and success.
Not least of which were Mayors
Dunne, Kelly, Kennelly, Daley,
Byrne and Daley.

The Irish arrived speaking the
language of power, developing a
social and political cohesion un-
like any other immigrant popula-
tion. They had the numbers. They
came for work and swelled the
population.

Ironically, the arrival of large
numbers of Irish came about just
as Chicago itself began a meteoric
rise towards municipal achieve-
ment between 1850 and 1900.

Chicago was a young city, two
centuries younger than Boston,
New York or Philadelphia. Its
fresh modernity seemed to suit the
Irish. And the ample proportions
of the Prairie had the geographical
space for the Irish to make their
home and succeed.

In 1803, following the Treaty of
Greenview that ended the Great
Ohio Indian Wars, Secretary of
War Henry Dearborn ordered a

Whistler’s Mother on loan to Art Insti-
tute. Her father-in-law, Captain John
Whistler, built and commanded Fort
Dearborn.

stockade fort built at what was the
farthest edge of the American ter-
ritory at the bottom of the Great
Michigan Lake.

The fort, named for Dearborn,
was built by Captain John Whis-
tler, from Dublin. He would be-
come Fort Dearborn’s first com-
mander. He was the father of
George Washington Whistler, a
General who was the father of the
great expatriate American painter
James Abbott McNeill Whistler.
Thus making the Captain the fa-
ther-in-law of Whistler’s mother,
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For Mayor Richard J. Daley (center) the St.Patrick’s Day Parade was a sign
of municipal strength and American pride. Here he marches with screen leg-

end Pat O’Brien.

Anna. Whistler’s painting of her
is here now from Paris at the Art
Institute. Go see it.

The fort would be burned and
rebuilt following the War of 1812.

Chicago remained a frontier
landscape for another 30 years.

It was not established as a town
until 1833. But within four years,
March 1837, it was able to incor-
porate as a city, on its way to be-
coming the fastest growing city in
the U.S. over the next 60 years.

Among the first projects for
City leaders to plan was to find a
way to connect the Illinois River
to Lake Michigan, opening up
river commerce all the way to the
Mississippi and the Gulf.

That was to be a 90-mile long
trench from Lasalle to Chicago.
The dig began when the Irish had
completed their work digging the
Erie Canal in New York State. The
Irish came in large numbers armed
with tools of their trade: the pick
and the shovel. Irish-born Thomas
O’Shaughnessy was a managing
engineer for the project. His son,
Thomas, a fine artist, would create
the textured interior of Celtic de-
sign at Old St. Patrick’s Church.

Over the decade-long dig, filled
with every conceivable disaster
possible, the Irish continued to
settle in Chicago. It would be the
making of both Chicago and the
Irish. Many diggers took payment
for their work in land at the south
end of the canal where a bridge
spanned the river’s port. Settling
there, they called it Bridgeport,

a community that has gone on to
give five mayors to the city. Kelly,
Kennelly, Daley, Bilandic and Da-
ley.
Irish

immigrants arrived in

America with a natural willingness
to be of service to those worse off
than themselves. This became the
manner of Irish local leadership

The Emerald River. No one does St.
Patrick’s Day better than Chicago.

and urban achievement. It empow-
ered the Irish to go on to transform
political leadership in America
because no job was beneath us or
too high above us to attain. The
neighborhoods of America were
reinvented by the urban engage-
ment of the Irish who surprisingly
took to city living, excelling at the
very thing we were denied in the
old country - ruling ourselves. It
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was no accident that we fine-tuned
our political instincts.

The Irish also arrived in Ameri-
ca as Roman Catholics, a faith for
which they had already forfeited
full citizenship at home and any
chance at fair success. In America
Catholic immigrants would dis-
cover a religious system around
them that assisted them in as-
similation and finding themselves
as never before. The parochial
school system, mandated by the
American hierarchy, brought the
American dream near enough to
touch. Catholic education was the
way up the ladder of citizenship
and success.

Here in America, on the streets
of Boston, New York, Philadelphia
and Chicago, the Irish learned that
life is a mix-up; most of it is un-
planned if it is working right. Real
life, they discovered, must be aug-
mented with human acts of shar-
ing, understanding and sacrifice.

Once the Irish had America in
their nostrils, they saw only that
open window and not the locked
door. Within one generation the
immigrant Irish were telescoping
the distance between the past and
the future.

ONE OF A KIND: KAY
AUCHINCLOSS. I am so grate-
ful to God for bringing new friends
into my life even in later life.

Kay (KK) Auchincloss was one
of them. She died this past week
and was a treasured friend and
neighbor from my visits on Isles-
boro, Maine. Of all the ways to get
to know a celebrated American
socialite, morning Mass doesn’t
seem very likely. But I always sat
in front of KK. We’d chit-chat be-
fore Mass began. Then Charlotte
of Luxembourg and her beautiful

IRISH see p. 6
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March is Women’s History
Month, so it’s only fitting that we
celebrate some local women who
arecarrying
out some
incredible
feats. Here
are a couple
of impres-
sive  gals
and their
stories,
with more
to come.

T h e
Merri Dee
Healing Center -- set to open by
June 1 inside a YWCA on the city’s
South Side -- will provide a space
for women impacted by violence
and other life-changing events to
access counseling, support and
other necessary services. Ms. Dee,
who lives on the Gold Coast, plans
on regularly visiting and speaking
to the women, and the YWCA will
host ongoing programming in the
Center focused on helping women
heal, nurture, recover and over-
come challenges.

Earlier this month, I was invited
to an event at the Metropolitan
Club of Chicago celebrating this
wonderful honor that I was un-
able to attend. Therefore I thank
Andrew Hayes, vice president of
public relations for Fifth Third
Bank and a dear friend of Ms.
Dee’s, for telling you the story of
his and Merri’s story of friendship,
and of the upcoming Center.

We wish the Center great suc-
cess! The following was written by
Andrew Hayes:

“It was 1993 and I was a volun-
teer member of the National Com-
mittee to Prevent Child Abuse,
Chicago Chapter board. In addi-
tion to incredible advocacy and
programming, this national orga-
nization, based in Chicago, was
well known for its popular (and
fun) annual black-tie gala, The
Gold & Silver Ball.

“As the head of the board’s pub-
lic relations, it was my responsi-
bility to get ink for the event and
its honorees. That year, Angel
Harvey was to receive the “Distin-
guished Friend Award” and broad-
caster Merri Dee was to receive
the special “Voice” award for her
commitment and work on behalf
of children’s issues.

“I scheduled time to interview
both honorees so that I could craft
a press release and pitch them to
local media. When I phoned Merri
Dee, then director of Community
Relations for WGN-TV and head
of the Robert McCormick Tribune
Children’s Charity, she responded
“I'm busy. I’ll give you 15 min-
utes.” Within a week we were
meeting in the cafeteria of WGN-
Television; a meeting that lasted
for nearly three hours.

“Our connection, looking back,
seemed almost immediate. We
found deeply-rooted, common in-
terests stemming from childhood
related events; but more so, I be-
lieve, because we are inherently,
deeply both passionate about our
life’s purpose of serving commu-
nity, being a voice for those dis-
enfranchised, and having positive
impact in the world.

“Since then, we’ve enjoyed
nearly 25 years of incredible mo-

Heart
of the’Hood
By Felicia Dechter
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Two exceptional women,
two terrificaccomplishments

\

Merri Dee, left, with Andrew Hayes and Dorri McWhorter, CEO of the YWCA
of Metropolitan Chicago, whose office is in the Loop.

il N -r-,-. G, E’f“:
Anna Ramirez climbed 75 flights of

stairs to raise money for the Ameri-
can Lung Association.

ments, occasions, celebrations
and, of course, serious conver-
sations about life, work, family,
friends, media, and each other.
I even had the good fortune to
spend a week vacationing in An-
guilla with Merri and work for a
TV station (WSNS-TV, Ch. 44)
where Merri years earlier was the
star of one of the first talk shows,

Over the years, Merri has
shared many stories of
the early days, incredible
obstacles put before her
because she was a woman
and more because,
she is an
African-American woman.

the “Merri Dee Show.” Merri is
also well known for having sur-
vived being stalked, kidnapped
and almost murdered. If you don’t
know that story, I strongly rec-
ommend you buy her book “Life
Lessons on Faith, Forgiveness &
Grace,” available online at Mer-
riDee.com or Amazon.

CCC.EDU/OPENHOUSE

“On March 1, I hosted a recep-
tion on the first day of Women’s
History Month to honor Merri’s
50 years in broadcasting. Leading
up to this, I’ve had years of occa-
sions where women in media and
other positions of leadership have
shared their thoughts and grati-
tude with me about Merri having
opened doors for them to realize
their success today. Over the years,
Merri has shared many stories of
the early days, incredible obstacles
put before her because she was a
woman and more because, she is
an African-American woman. As
a gay man, I was personally famil-
iar with prejudice, stereotyping
and name-calling; but that which
Merri Dee endured was even more
stifling as she was without men-
tors and examples of others who
had come before. She was, and is,
a trailblazer for so many.

“At the Women’s History

Month reception, the YWCA of
Metropolitan Chicago announced
that it will name a center in its fa-
cility at 63rd and Woodlawn, the
Merri Dee Healing Center. There
isn’t a more befitting legacy for

Daley
Harold

this broadcast pioneer, community
advocate and philanthropist.”

For updates on the Merri Dee
Healing Center, visit YWCAChi-
cago.org.

A breath of fresh air... is
North Sider Anna Ramirez, who
on March 5 participated in the
Fight for Air Climb for the Ameri-
can Lung Assoc. Having lost my
mother to lung cancer, I thank
Anna for taking part in this event,
which raises imperative funds for
the organization.

Ramirez, 29, completed one-
and-a-half out of four towers at
Presidential Towers downtown
during the Climb. Each tower con-
sisted of 50 flights of stairs.

“Since I had never done any-
thing like this before, accomplish-
ing even one tower was a big deal
for me,” she said.

There were a few reasons
Ramirez decided to join the climb
and this cause. It first caught her
eye when the taste testing com-
pany she works for, the North-
west Side-based Peryam & Kroll
Research, had a sponsor from as-
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sociation come into its office and
speak about what individuals and
the company could do to help.
Peryam & Kroll then signed up as
a team. Each employee however
had the choice whether or not they
wanted to participate and Ramirez
jumped at the opportunity.

“I try often to volunteer help-
ing different causes such as Feed
Our Starving Children, and I spent
some time volunteering for the
Center for Enriched Living,” said
Ramirez. “This however was the
first physically-active volunteer
work I had ever signed up for.

“I had never done a marathon,
race or anything of this sort be-
fore,” said Ramirez. “So I decided
I wanted to challenge myself while
helping those people who are and
or may become affected by any
sort of lung cancer or lung disease
-- people such as my grandfather
and family members of a few
other friends of mine who I know
were directly affected.”

Ramirez had no recollection
that her grandfather had suffered
from lung cancer since she was

“I had never done a
marathon, race or
anything of this sort
before,” said Anna
Ramirez. “So I decided

I wanted to challenge
myself while helping those
people who are and or may
become affected by any sort
of lung cancer

or lung disease.

young when he passed away and
the initial cause of his death was
pancreatic cancer not lung. Yet af-
ter signing up, she was told by her
mom that her grandfather, Arthur
Mendelson, originally suffered
from lung cancer and had one of
his lungs removed. Her grandpa
later went into remission before
finding out the cancer spread
throughout his body.

WOMEN see p. 8
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Spring home and condo hunters better hurry,
mortgage rates on the rise

The Home Front
By Don DeBat

Mortgage rates are on the rise,
so if you are planning to buy a
home or condominium this spring,
or are thinking of refinancing an
existing loan, better hurry, experts
advise.

Benchmark 30-year fixed mort-
gage rates hit 4.21% on March 9,
the highest mark of 2017, reported
Freddie Mac’s Primary Mortgage
Market Survey.

And, because the nation’s job
market is improving and inflation
is on the rise, experts say there is
little doubt the Federal Reserve
Board (Fed) will raise interest
rates this week.

On March 10th the nation’s un-
employment rate dropped to 4.7%
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with the addition of 235,000 jobs
in February.

“The 10-year Treasury yield rose
about 10 basis points last week,
and for the first time in weeks, the
30-year mortgage rate moved with
treasury yields and jumped 11 ba-
sis points to 4.21% from 4.10%,”
noted Sean Becketti, chief econo-
mist of Freddie Mac. A year ago at
this time, 30-year fixed-rate loans
averaged 3.68%.

With interest rates on the rise,
homeowners seized the opportuni-
ty to refinance their mortgages at
the end of 2016, locking in fixed-
rate loans.

Some 883,836 refinanced loans
totaling $246 billion were origi-
nated in the fourth quarter of 2016,
reported ATTOM Data Solutions’
U.S. Residential Property Loan
Origination Report. That’s a 20%
increase in loans, and a 27% hike
in dollar volume from the previ-
ous year.

More than 3.3 million refi-
nances and over 2.7 million home
purchases were originated in all of
2016, according to the report.

Fed policymakers last raised
the federal-funds interest rate in
mid-December. Another is ex-
pected when the Fed meets today.
Economists say at least two more
upward rate adjustments are fore-
cast this year, and four hikes are
likely in 2018.

As inflation moves steadily to-
ward the Fed’s annual two percent
target, Fed Chair Janet Yellen said
rate hikes will probably come at a
faster pace in 2017 and 2018.

President Donald Trump’s plan
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to cut taxes and regulation while
boosting military and infrastruc-
ture spending nationwide is ex-
pected to spark business confi-
dence, a rising stock market and
more inflation.

The good news for borrowers
this spring is the effects of a heavy
Congressional spending package
will not affect the economy un-
til 2018. “Which course inflation
takes over the next year will have
important implications for hous-
ing and mortgage markets,” Beck-
etti said.

Economists are  predicting
home-loan rates of 4.5% by the
end of 2017. However, if inflation
heats up, rates could exceed that
level. Benchmark 30-year fixed
rates could hit or surpass five per-
cent in 2018, some analysts say.

Long-term home-loan rates are
not set by the Fed. They are tied
to the yield on 10-year U.S. Trea-
sury bonds. Ten-year Treasury
bond yields have risen sharply to
2.61% on March 10 from 1.6% in
the third quarter of 2016, pushing
loan rates higher.

Because lenders expect the Fed
to raise interest rates this week, the
hike may already be priced into
the current yield on the 10-year
U.S. Treasury bonds, so mortgage
rates may not jump much in mid-
March. A likely scenario is that
rates will trend gradually higher
during the spring home-buying
season.
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If you are planning to buy a
home or condo before higher rates
price you out of the market, there
are a few facts you should know:

* History is on your side. On the
positive side, home-loan rates still
are historically low. The annual
average rate from 1972 through
2011 was higher than current
rates. In 1999, benchmark 30-year

The good news for
borrowers this spring
is the effects of a heavy
Congressional spending
package will not affect
the economy until 2018.
“Which course infla-
tion takes over the next
year will have important
implications for housing
and mortgage markets,”
Sean Becketti said.

mortgage rates were 8.15%. In
June of 2003, lenders were charg-
ing an average of 5.21%. That’s
an interest rate borrowers may see
again in 2018 if forecasters are on
target.

* Lower down payments avail-
able. New programs at Freddie
Mac and Fannie Mae allow the
secondary mortgage market gu-
rus to purchase loans from lenders
with lower three-percent to five-

Save OnA
Mell Rooi!

www.1866GetAPro.com

percent down payments, opening
the homeownership door to more
young, first-time buyers.

* More lenient credit scores. The
average FICO score for home buy-
ers obtaining mortgages backed
by Freddie Mac currently is 750,
a relatively high score. However,
if a borrower is approved for a
Federal Housing Administration-
insured (FHA) loan, the score av-
erages only 700.

Post Office finally delivers

The mail is late but finally arriv-
ing, permits recently issued by the
city means that that work is set to
commence inside the massive Old
Main Post Office just southwest
of the Loop. Facade work began
last October after the site stood
vacant for over 20 years and suf-
fered through multiple fires and
the neglect.

What was once one of the key
components to Chicago’s promi-
nent mail order and merchandis-
ing industry -- along with the likes
of Sears Robuck & Co. and Mont-
gomery Wards -- this site hopes
to become a new outpost for our
booming downtown workforce.
The overhaul of the building is
projected to be a $500 million
undertaking. At one point the city
was moving to seize the building
through eminent domain to get the
project moving.

Always considered to have great
redevelopment potential, the the
2.5 million-square-foot river front
Art Deco behemoth was acquired
by developer 601W Companies
early last year. Drawings from
global architecture firm Gensler
show that the developer plans new
office space and new amenities
like a large three-acre rooftop park
and a fitness center for the build-
ing. In addition, the building’s
prominent river frontage will see
the addition of outdoor cafes and
a landscaped riverwalk.

For more housing news, visit
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat is
co-author of “Escaping Condo
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide
for condominium living. Visit
www.escapingcondojail .com.

News tips?

Call 773-465-9700

Confidentiality guaranteed.
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“Affordable” housmg goes mamstream

Look what $300 per month
gets you in Old Town

BY MINDY TAN
Medill News Service

From the outside, Evergreen Tower 1
looks no different from any other apartment
building. Located in the high-rent Old Town
neighborhood, it is within easy walking dis-
tance of groceries and other amenities.

Inside, a bank of computers and a cou-
ple of exercise machines line one wall of a
sprawling community area which can easily
seat 30 people; other rooms house a laundry
area and a TV room. Staff members know
the residents by name, and call to them
cheerily, sometimes stopping to talk.

Yet the rents in this attractive residence
are only $615 to $935 for a one-bedroom
apartment.

Edith Burns has been a resident at Ever-
green Tower 1, 1333 N. Cleveland, for five
years. She said: “I know just about every-
body here. I love the neighborhood; I lived
right across the street for 30 years.”

Could this be “affordable” housing?

Evergreen Tower 1 is one of 13 housing
projects built by UP Development LLC
[UPD], an affordable-housing developer
based in Chicago. The company’s portfolio
includes eight affordable multifamily hous-
ing projects and five affordable supportive
housing for individuals and families in II-
linois, Indiana and Ohio.

The scope of work on the tower included
rehabilitation of apartment interiors, new
appliances, cabinetry and plumbing fix-
tures. A solar thermal system for hot water,
high-efficiency lighting in common areas
and a photovoltaic system on the roof were
also installed. Building amenities include a
community room, kitchen, conference and
computer center, library, laundry room,
media room, service coordinator and prop-
erty management offices, outdoor patio and
controlled main entry system.

More than $20 million in financing for
Evergreen Towers I was provided through
the Illinois Housing Development Author-
ity (IHDA) using the following resources:
Ilinois’ Preservation Now program, which
preserves project-based rental subsidies by

Vintage

Evergreen Tower 1333 N Cleveland, is an affordable multifamily housing project targeted at
elderly residents, located in the Old Town neighborhood of Chicago.

supporting the acquisition and rehabilita-
tion of properties by owners agreeing to ex-
tend rental subsidy contracts; Low Income
Housing Tax Credit (Housing Credit) equi-
ty syndicated by Enterprise Community In-
vestment, Inc. (the Housing Credit is Amer-
ica’s main tool for creating and preserving
affordable housing); tax-exempt bonds
collateralized by an IHDA Risk Share loan
and; HOME funds.

UDP’s PhilHaven, in Wheeling, is an
example of affordable supportive housing
for individuals with disabilities. The 50-
unit development has on-site support staff,
which includes one live-in resident support
specialist and three to four case managers
who are scheduled based on the caseload
and needs of individual residents.

The market-rate rent for a one-bedroom
apartment at the project is between $920
and $1,400, said Alex Pereira, a project
analyst at UP Development. In the case of
PhilHaven, 34 of the units are subsidized
through Section 8 vouchers from the Hous-
ing Authority of Cook County, three vouch-
ers are from the Regional Housing Initiative,
and 12 vouchers were originally subsidized
by the Division of Mental Health but were
recently replaced by 811 subsidies from the
Illinois Housing Development Authority.

“So if you make $1,000 a month, you’re
only paying $300 per month. And if your
rent is $1,400 a month, the subsidies will
cover that difference, which is $1,100 in

Bazaar
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this case,” said Pereira. “That helps us too
because we are able to charge a rent figure
that is near market value and that increases
our revenue for property maintenance and
other services. But from the residents’ per-
spective, it is still affordable housing.”

Evergreen Tower 1 is not considered sup-
portive housing. But on-site service coordi-
nators plan activities, such as bingo, African
drums and Zumba dancing for residents.

These service coordinators, who have
been trained by the Dept. of Housing and
Urban Development, also link residents
with service providers who can provide in-
formation or services related to their needs,
including Medicare benefits and writing a
will. A bus provides transportation for gro-
cery store visits and other outings.

“When I started in affordable housing I
quickly realized that within the deep sea of
need, I wanted to fight for the most vulner-
able of all households, hence my commit-
ment to supportive housing,” said Jessica
Berzac, one of the founders of UPD.

UPD was started in 2014. Berzac was

working for the other co-founder, Cullen
Davis, at Daveri Development for several
years before they started UPD. The six-per-
son team has a portfolio of over 400 multi-
family housing units and about 300 afford-
able supportive housing units.

One of the larger challenges faced by af-
fordable housing developers is the ‘not in
my back yard’ position of residents, partic-
ularly in affluent suburbs. When PhilHaven
was first proposed in 2012, the Wheeling
village board voted against it, citing con-
cerns about zoning, flooding, safety, and the

“When I started in affordable
housing I quickly realized that
within the deep sea of need,

I wanted to fight for the most
vulnerable of all households,
hence my commitment to
supportive housing,”

said Jessica Berzac

number of upset neighbors. The board later
changed its position after the developer,
then Daveri Development, filed a lawsuit.

“If you look at our mixed income hous-
ing, you can’t tell it’s affordable housing,”
Pereira said. “So if you are a regular pro-
fessional in Arlington Heights, and you are
looking for a nice apartment downtown,
you might walk past our project and think
‘oh, that’s a pretty nice building and the rent
is decent.””

A lot of concerns stem from the views of
long-time neighborhood residents who are
worried that affordable housing residents
might be dangerous or have mental issues,
he said.

“Usually once people move in, these
problems go away because they realize they
are just regular people like everybody else,”
Pereira said.

SGI. PEPPER’S LONELY HEARTS CLUB BAND

PERFORMED LIVE IN ITS ENTIRETY!

COME CELEBRATE THE 50th ANNIVERSARY OF THIS HISTORIC ALBUM

A TRIBUTE TO THE BEATLES

ORIENTAL THEATRE

BROADWAY IN CHICAGO.com

800.775.2000 -

GROUPS 10+: 312.971.1710

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT ALL BROADWAY IN CHICAGO BOX OFFICES AND TICKETMASTER RETAIL LOCATIONS
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SAMA art show:
inside the world
of medical art

Advances in computer graphics
and imaging are generating new
opportunities to aid in understand-
ing the rapidly evolving discover-
ies in both science and healthcare.

The International Museum of
Surgical Sciences, 1524 N. Lake
Shore Dr., will be hosting an art
exhibit showing detailed digital
images of medical art from April
1 through May 7. A free Public
Reception will be held 6-9 p.m.
Friday, March 31. This reception
is and Open to the Public.

Masters students in the Univ. of
[linois at Chicago Biomedical Vi-
sualization Program (BVIS) strive
to harness these advancements
through visual communication.
The Student Association of Medi-
cal Artists (SAMA) organizes and
curates the work for the SAMA
Art Exhibition each year.

This exhibition is an opportuni-
ty for first and second year BVIS
students to display their current
works of art that are both beautiful
and accurate in scientific detail.
These pieces feature a wide array
of scientific and medical subjects
targeting audiences diverse in ed-
ucation, age, and occupation.

Oftentimes, these works begin
on paper and are then taken into
digital media to become profes-
sional illustrations, graphic de-
signs, animations, or interactive
applications. The broad range of
work that BVIS graduate students
create is an integral part in com-
municating new discoveries in
science and medicine.

The BVIS program at the Univ.
of Illinois at Chicago is the sec-
ond oldest accredited school of its
kind.

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS
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family and Irish husband would
join us. KK was the widow of the
celebrated NewYorker Douglas
Auchincloss who died in 2000.
In her youth she was a gal pal of
John Fitzgerald Kennedy. She
owned two grand “cottages” on
the island and had tons of ser-
vants. She flew over island roads
in a red Jaguar. She had no airs.
No silly ways about her.

She was who she was. Grand.
Elegant. A beauty in old age. Al-
ways sharp. Curious. Filled with
stories. She’d come to our gallery
openings. And would never pass
the door without stopping.

So KK was a welcome visitor
everyday to our gaggle of island
gossipers sitting on the porch of
the old Summer Shop having wine
and canapés. She was fond of my
Irish pals Desmond Guinness and
the late Desmond FitzGerald, the
Knight of Glin. Though she spoke
in a fabulous mid-Atlantic accent,
she was American through and
through. It seemed she and Doug-
las had residences in all the great
spots from Paris to Hobe Sound.
Her knowledge was infectious and
she had the inside scoop on every-
one. But was always tasteful.

The residents of the island, sum-
mer and year-rounders, all adored
her and mourn her loss. She was
the end of an era and among the
great charmers of the world. She
came into my life with many les-
sons to share. And pew space and
faith were just the beginning. Re-
quiescat in pace, my friend.

WEDDING BELLS: Huge
congratulations to Nora Lucas
and John Klein who tied the knot
last weekend at St. Joseph Church
on Orleans St. with a fab bash
after at the Women’s Athletic
Club. Grand auntie Rose O’Neill
was thrilled to be tossing rice at

COMPANY DRIVERS WANTED
$2 500 SIGN ON BONUS'

Home Wee'kly | Class A CDL Reqmred
CALL 888-409-6033 | www.Drive4Red.com

&_ﬂ'—‘ﬁ et e

MMM
BARRY: REGENT

The Quality Cleaners

We clean boots

We can clean

and sanitize UGG’
boots and other
brandname
sheepskin fashion
footwear

773-348-5510 » 3000 N. Broadway

Sherrill Bodine with pals Patricia Rosemoor, Dina Dodd Perry and Donna

Black Mill.

the happy couple.

VICTORIA: What a splendid
production. Have watched over
and over and delight in the telling
of Queen Victoria’s story. History
as it should be. Duke of Cumber-
land/King of Hanover seems like
a James Bond villain. And loved
the way and manner in which Her
Majesty blurts out the most

of beer can do. Although she is on
thin ice, metaphorically speaking.
Maybe she can be in the Social
Register’s Skating Show.
AMERICAN ROYALTY:
What recent debutante needed last
minute emergency surgery on her
lovely gown when it was discov-
ered that she had a very déclassé

customers will be thrilled to
know that Charlie Gitto, once
RL’s front of house pretty face, is
now at the rebuilt and refurbished
Firehouse at 13th and Michigan.
I will have a larger report soon,
but Charlie, who was adored at
RL, will no doubt bring his social
magic to the O’Malley boy’s fa-
mous enterprise.

WHO’S WHERE: At the fabu-
lously refurbished London House,
writer Sherrill Bodine was spot-
ted with pals Patricia Rosemoor,
Dina Dodd Perry and Donna
Black Miller, looking all chic
at the bar... Peggy Murphy and
Daphne Dolan at Ralph Lauren
Grill entertaining friends... Jim
Sharp of Leslie Hindman also
at Ralph Lauren Grill with some
intense lovelies who looked so tai-
lored, crisp... Nancy O’Connor
Meyer and Jane Yount at the
Sulzer Regional Library for the
O’Gorman Irish lecture before

mythic line of her reign. While
talking to adored husband, Al-
bert, in bed, she responds to an
off-hand remark, saying - “We
are not amused.” Hilarious.
THE NATIONAL
HEALTH: How about if Con-
gress just gives the American
people the same insurance plan
and benefits that they receive?
Does it not just make sense?
HOLY COMMUNION
ANYONE? WOW. I imagine
the U.S. Conference of Catho-
lic Bishops thought they would
get some peace with V.P. Joe
Biden exiting office. Little did

ﬂiﬁ!"!""“"“"' |

Zurich Esposito and Craig Cernek view the
nation’s neoclassical treasures.

taking him to Lady Gregory’s
for a late dinner of Cod Pie and
sticky toffee pudding... Tom
Hackett winding his way to
Australia and breaking the
journey as needed with first
stop at Chateau Marmont in
LA just off Sunset Blvd... then
tropical paradise Fiji where the
cocktails are all juice in tall
glassware... Sean Eshaghy
and mom, Carole Eshaghy
spotted twirling exquisite pas-
ta at Spiaggio... the Drake Ho-
tel’s Sean Rajah doing Paris
the right way and then off to
Barcelona... Sarah Q. Crane

they know that there were sex-
ual stirrings and nasty goings-on
amidst the family. With the former
VP embracing his son and former
daughter-in-law with sentiments
of “glad they found each other.”
Not exactly grey area. 1-800-CU-
PICH.

UNDER THE BIG TOP:
CIRCUS 1903 - The Golden Age
March 21-26, 2017 at the Orien-
tal Theater. Exotic and romantic.
I want to go. I think this is more
Le Circ than Ringling... maybe a
mixture.

BOOKBEAT: My sister just
sent me a photo of a display in the
Evergreen Park Public Library.
Four of my books about Chicago
were featured in the display. What
a nice surprise.

ROLL-ARENA: What social-
ite, well into her 50s, has been
hanging out at a suburban roller
skating rink? She is fond of young
guys in tight jeans, and it’s sur-
prising what a $50 bill and a can

boyfriend’s name tattooed on her
left breast? Apparently, after her
parents were revived, the fron-
tal portion of her dress had to be
lifted and added to so that the
name was consigned to obscurity.
And apparently her father (a huge
cheese) insisted that it be high
enough just in case of slippage if
she did the jitterbug or can-can.
All the public could comment on
was how “modest” she was in the
high frontal, rack covering gown.
SAINT PATRICK’S DAY:
March 17th is still ahead, a Friday,
usually more low key than parade
day. So I am inviting you to come
to Luxbar where I will be featur-
ing my Irish paintings all day.
Have a pint of Guinness. Special
values will be featured on the art
work. Have a burger, too. Cardi-
nal Cupich has given a Lenten
“dispensation” for the feast.
CHICAGO FIRE HOUSE:
Ralph Lauren Grill’s longtime

www.TheAuctionMap.com

/* FEATURED ILLINOIS AUCTIONS 3

2 4 ~l»

Antique Auction
No Reserve!
March 19th 10am
1504 Mulford Rd. 132

Lindenw ood Il
Rz ulm 1d Desk

Tillage E qmp Pl: mlu‘._

More!

brentschmidgallauction.com

kitsonauctions.com

Farm Equipment
Auction
24th 9am
50th Avenue
Lincoln, IL Dar
Tractors, Combine,
“quipment

4 4

Longaberger
Baskets & More
Auction
March 25th 10am
District Bldg
601 S. Fall

Paxton,

\\ rought Iron,
MULII MORE!

strebeckauctions.com

humming along to the George
Bizet tunes at “Carmen” at the
Lyric Opera... Christie’s Steven
Zick cowboying it up in Scotts-
dale AZ... Zurich Esposito and
Craig Cernek checking out the
neoclassical designs in Washing-
ton DC... Jonathan Wells, yes,
spotted at London’s Heathrow.

KIR ROYALE: Who is the
most precious older lady about
town who carries a generous
flagon of Cassis with her in her
purse wherever she goes? At the
WAC, the Casino, the Fortnightly,
and as far away as the Onwentsia
Club, she just orders her white
wine and then turns it into a Kir
by adding the Cassis. She gets it
just the way she likes it. I'd say
that’s one plucky social Queen.
(I had an aunt that used to do that
in Palm Beach in the 1960s and
1970s. She always had enough for
us all. Remember when Kirs were
the rage?

A DOG’S LIFE: Are residents
of a Lake Shore Dr. building con-
cerned that a dog’s death from ap-
parent poisoning came just after
the children in the family headed
out to college and the parents were
getting set for an extended Euro-
pean trip that was both business
and pleasure? It seems that the
parents were running out of op-
tions for their long absence, or at
least the wife was. She was con-
sidered by many neighbors to be
pet unfriendly. So when the dog
turned up dead, neighbors got
suspicious. But the trail of clues
grew too cold to make any accu-
rate charges stick for cruelty or
other crime. Some residents want
the whole issue to cease and say
that it’s being propagated by other
jealous neighbors.

“There’s no use in being Irish
unless you know it will break
your heart one day.”
tog312@mail.com
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O’Leary cow cleared
of setting fire to Chicago

Local historian credits English language skills for quick rise to power by Irish

BY PATRICK BUTLER

What was the biggest difference
between the Irish and everyone
else who came here during the
19th century’s immigration tidal
wave?

They spoke English and knew
good opportunities when they
saw them, historian Thomas
O’Gorman told a March 8 pre-St.
Patrick’s Day program sponsored
by the Ravenswood/Lake View
Historical Association at the Sulz-
er Library, 4455 N. Lincoln Ave.

“Ditch diggers from the canal
projects saw their children filling
cavities (as dentists) and operating
on people (as doctors) thanks to
the educations they got at places
like St. Ignatius (high school) and
Loyola Univ.,” said O’Gorman.

In fact, the engineer in charge
of building the canal linking Lake
Michigan to the Illinois River was
himself an Irishman, he added.

The Irish also knew how to
bide their time and wait for their
chance, even when then-newly-
elected Mayor Levi Boone was fir-
ing every city worker not born in
the U.S., said O’Gorman, an artist,
author of 14 books and columnist
for Inside Publications’ Skyline,
Inside-Booster and News-Star.

A staunch member of the anti-
immigrant and especially anti-
Catholic Know Nothing Party, this
grand-nephew of frontiersman
Daniel Boone urged repealing
naturalization, which would have
meant only those born here could
be U.S. citizens, O’Gorman said.

Mayor Boone even started Chi-
cago’s first major riot when he
tried to close the taverns on Sun-
day and during the Civil War was
arrested and jailed on suspicion
of helping a Confederate escape
from Camp Douglas, a notorious
Chicago POW camp.

But with 20,000 Irish-born Chi-
cagoans by 1860, it soon became
impossible to continue treating
the Irish as second-class citizens,
O’Gorman noted.

Once the shooting started, and
the newspapers began reporting
stories of heroes like Chicago Irish
Brigade Col. John Mulligan, “the
dominant culture had to recognize
that the Irish were as patriotic as
anyone else.”

While they were at it, O’Gorman
added, “the Irish discovered a nat-
ural bent for political leadership,”
thanks in part to their mastery of
the English language and the fact
“they did not ‘ghettoize.” They
lived all over the city so other
immigrants with problems would
go to their Irish neighbors for ad-
vice.”

“In time, they became the om-
budsmen between their neighbors
and City Hall,” he said, adding
that soon the Irish were City Hall,
producing leaders like North Sider
Edward Fitzsimmons Dunne, the
only person ever to become mayor
of Chicago and move on to be Il-
linois governor.

He might even have gotten a
seat on the U.S. Supreme Court
if he hadn’t been blackballed by
President Woodrow Wilson for
leading a delegation to Versailles
asking that Irish independence
be included in the treaty ending

World War 1.

“Wilson wanted Britain to sup-
port his efforts to create a League
of Nations and knew the British
would never support that if the
treaty included independence for
Ireland,” O’Gorman said.

But it wasn’t just the politi-
cal realm of the Daleys, Kellys,
Burkes and so many others that

With 20,000 Irish-born
Chicagoans by 1860,
it soon became
impossible to continue
treating the Irish
as second-class
citizens, Thomas
0’Gorman noted.

marked the Irish presence in Chi-
cago, he said, adding that by the
early 20th century, a majority of
both the priests and policemen
were also Irish.

Even the father of Tennessee-
born Cardinal Samuel Stritch,
Chicago’s archbishop from 1940
to 1958, was an Irish rebel,
O’Gorman said.

In fact, “Pat Collins, onetime
chief of detectives, was the older
brother of Michael Collins, who
some call “the man who made

modern Ireland.” Pat was always
writing letters to his brother prom-
ising a job on the police force if
he came to Chicago,” O’Gorman
said.

Some of “the Big Fellow’s” rel-
atives, incidentally, are still living
here in Chicago.

Another noted Chicago police
officer — Chief Francis O’Neal,
who headed the police department
from 1901 to 1905, is credited
with saving literally thousands of
Irish folk songs that would have
been lost forever, said O’Gorman.

O’Neil is remembered on both
sides of the Atlantic, including his
namesake pub at 3471 N. Elston
Ave.

With the passage of time, even
Mrs. O’Leary’s cow is no longer
blamed for starting the Chicago
Fire, said O’Gorman, a onetime
aide to Ald. Edward Burke (14th),
chairman of the Police and Fire
Committee which in 1997 ruled
that neither Catherine O’Leary
nor her cow did anything to cause
the fire that engulfed about a third
of the city.

The likeliest suspect, he added,
is an inebriated neighbor who may
have dropped his pipe on the straw
when he went into the barn to get
some milk, O’Gorman added.
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Chicago, IL 60616
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“[Plrofessional precision.”

-Colin Douglas, Chicago Theatre Review

RECOMMENDED

March 4-27

Saturdays at 3 pm

| Sundays at 3 pm

Mondays at 7 pm

1016 N. Dearborn Street, Chicago IL 60610
312-587-7390 | www.shawchicago.org
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THEMOODY CHURCH | | ~'fir + _
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Sunday Morning Service - ] 11 Llci] Il rg, |
10:00am II e LUTHERAN CHICAGD
Sunday Evening Service A LIVING SANCTUARY
5:00pm OF HOPE AND GRACE
TMC Communities (Sunday School)
8:30am & 11:30am Silent Prayer
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 10:10-10:25 a.m.
6:45pm Worship
1635 N LaSalle | Chicago IL 60614 10:30 a.m.
312.327.8600 | www.moodychurch.org (Childcare Provided)
Godly Play Sunday School
ADVERTISE 202
Coffee Hour
HERE! 11:45 am.
The Forum Discussion
8 weeks, 12:30 p.mm.
1 Parking at Senn High School
luSt $26o parking lot
Call or Email Cindy
C789Amadio@gmail.com 1500 W. Elmdale Avenue
Cell: 773-290-7616 www.immanuelchicago.org

St. Thomas of Canterbury
Catholic Church
Fr. Paul Schneider, OFM Conv., Pastor

Sunday Mass: 8 a.m. Viet/Lao,
10 a.m. English, 12 noon Spanish,
3 p-m. Eritrean Ge’ez Rite (first
Sunday of the month)

Weekday Mass: Mon.-Sat. at 8 a.m.

Adoration and Confessions:
Tues. 6-7 p.m. (Benediction at 7 p.m.)

4827 N. Kenmore Ave. 60640

773/878-5507 + STCUptown.com

l“l’« Funeral Home
“Honoring the Life” est. 1882

When a Life was Lived Well
Create a Service that
“Homnors the Life”

Please Call for Assistance

773.472.6300

1458 W. Belmont Ave., Chicago, IL 60657
www.lakeviewfuneralhome.com

Lakeview

Se Habla Espanol and Expanded Facilities and Fully Accessible (5
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Fitness club will unveil
its $75 million expansion
in July

The Midtown Athletic Club,
2020 W. Fullerton, has announced
plans to add a new fitness-orient-
ed hotel to their property, with a
scheduled grand opening July 15.

According to Chicago Maga-

zine, a new 55-room hotel will be
added at the athletic club when
their expansion is completed. The
site is expected to span 575,000
square feet.

While most hotels these days
offer some sort of fitness setting
like a gym, a pool, the new ho-
tel at Midtown Athletic Club is
designed to be an athletic center

Midtown Tennis to ré-open with added hotel

first, but with a boutique hotel.
The club will feature four new
swimming pools, including a
100’ outdoor pool that will be uti-
lized as an ice rink during winter
months. The club is also opening
a new yoga studios, a cycling stu-
dio, golf simulators, and a new
basketball court.

WOMEN from p. 3

“To me it seemed almost like a
weird act of fate that out of all the
things I could have found myself
signing up for, it was the Ameri-
can Lung Assoc. that ended up be-
ing my first but not last physical
active act of charity,” she said.

On climb day, Ramirez became
“very nervous.” Not being in the
best shape, she wasn’t sure what
to expect.

“To my surprise though, it was a
lot easier than I think most people

would have thought. It was not a
race at all,” said Ramirez. “We
could all each take our time up
the towers and everybody around
me was very encouraging and mo-
tivating while I tried making my
way up the first tower and even
more encouraging once [ made
my way toward the second.

“[1 felt a great sense of accom-
plishment] in knowing that some-
one somewhere would be helped
out by my chubby self getting out

The Peoples Church

of Chicago

Sunday Worship 10 am

Q41 W. Lawrence 773-784-6633

www.peopleschurchchicago.org

Ravenswood United

Church of Christ
10:30 am Worship, Sunday School

MAN-JO-VINS

JUST GOOD FOOD

Established 1

3224 N. Damen A

—

ay-Friday: 11 a.m.-8 p.m. |
at. & Sun.: 11 a.m.-6 p.m.

Closecl momlays

2050 W. Pensacola
773 -549-5472

in o
‘ ADDISON STREET
COMMUMNITY CHURCH
Queen of Angels 0 SUNVSAYh‘
i am Worship
Catholic Church & Sundow Sohed

Sunday Mass 8, 9:30, 11am &
12:30pm

Weekday Mass Mon - Fri 8:30am
Saturday Mass Qam - Spm

2330 W. Sunnyside

FIRST
SAINT PAUL'S
LUTHERAN CHURCH

On Chicago's Near Morth Side|
1301 N Lasalle at Goethe

William Pareja, Pastor
2132 West Addison Street
Chicago
(773) 248-5893
www.asccChicago.org

Open Arms United
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

312/642-7172 OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
. Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor
Sunday Service 9:30am Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer 10 am Worship
Adult Forum 10:45am 10 am Kingdom Kids Place
Sunday Church School 10:45am ‘%;Zi!;ﬂ;‘;”%“pii"ﬁ;j;’f )
Wednesday 7 a.m. 7:30 pm Bible Study
Childcare 3"I'E||E?|E 817 Grace St. 773-525-8480
Handicap Accessible FREE INDOOR PARKING

OAUWCChicago.org

Want to see Your Church in this Weekly Feature?
Call Cindy at 773.290.7616

or email ¢<789amadio®gmail.com

of bed early on a Sunday morning
and making it up some flights of
stairs,” said Ramirez.

Thanks to its employees, her
company raised nearly $3,000 and
finished 11th in funds contributed
by more than 50 corporate teams.
“Something we are all very proud
of,” Ramirez said.

“I found that this was something
that anyone could really do to help
out a great cause,” said Ramirez.
“I felt so proud of myself, not only
because I pushed myself out of my
physical comfort level but because
I think that it is so important for
anyone and everyone to complete
acts of kindness and selflessness.
It is the only way that the world
will slowly learn to become a bet-
ter place.”

Milito’'s Mobil
GASOLINE - REPAIRS - WASH - ROAD SERYICE
‘WE GOT YOUR CAR CARE COVERED!

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL

{ oNeoj]o
b
UP TO 5 QUARTS OF
CASTROL GTX & NEW FILTER
* Most Cars. Sw30 -10w30 - 20w50 oils only.
Plus tax & 52.50 cil disposal fee.

Coupon must be p d at time of purchase.
Mot valid with any other offer.

773.248.0414

WE FEATURE CASTROL OIL

&Castrol

1106 W. Fullerton

Across from DePaul
In the Heart of Lincoln Park
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A way back home:
art as recovery for rape victims

STORY AND PHOTO
BY RITU PRASAD
Medill News Service

At first, the photographs seem
unremarkable—a pair of well-
worn shoes, a flannel shirt, gray
sweatpants.

Floating on a black background,
hung on a clean white wall, these
12 photographs show what 12
rape victims wore at the time of
their assault.

The series, titled “Well, What
Were You Wearing?” by Kather-
ine Cambareri, offers a simple yet
poignant look into the realities of
rape.

“I was worried that when you
first see the images you don’t
know what they are and what they
represent just by looking at them,”
Cambareri said. “But I really like
that aspect of it now, that you don’t
know what it’s about because you
can’t tell anything just by looking
at the clothes.”

According to the U.S. Dept.
of Justice’s National Crime Vic-
timization Survey, an average of
293,066 sexual assault cases oc-
cur each year—that’s an assault
nearly every two minutes. In 2014
only 33.6% of incidents were re-
ported to police.

Chicago makes the top five
list for all types of violent crime,
including rape: in 2014 (1,343
reported cases), and from Janu-
ary to June 2015, there were 622.
As troubling as these statistics
are, the actual numbers are likely
much higher— for fear of being
blamed for the crime themselves,
most sexual assault victims never
report their experiences.

“Victim blaming is such a big
issue in society,” Cambareri said.
“A lot of survivors of sexual as-
sault do not necessarily want to
tell their stories because they’re
afraid of what people are going to
say, so it was important to me to
give them a voice.”

Many of the survivors who
donated clothing to the project
thanked her afterward, Cambareri
added, saying they were grateful
to “use their negative energy in a
positive way... and do something
anonymously but still feel like
they were helping other people.”

Cambareri’s photographs ar-
rived at the Awakenings Founda-
tion, 4001 N. Ravenswood Ave.,
in Ravenswood last month and
will be displayed through May
31. Awakenings was established
in 2010 by Jean Cozier to create
a permanent space for the artwork
of sexual assault survivors.

Laura Kinter, marketing and
communications coordinator, said
this was Awakenings’ first photog-
raphy exhibit.

“It is so much more powerful
when you’re looking at it here,”
Kinter said of the photographs.
“You can see a picture online and
it can affect you, but if you see the
show... that represents 12 people
[who] went through this horrible
thing and their clothing is just
right in front of your face.”

In addition to the attention the
series received online, Kinter said
many have been “galvanized” af-
ter the 2016 election.

“Rape is now trendy, unfortu-
nately,” Kinter said, though she
noted rape should never be politi-

The photo series “Well, What Were You Wearing?” is Awakenings’ first pho-
tography exhibit, and has already garnered attention from the community.

cized. “It’s good that it’s getting
media attention and sexual as-
sault is being validated in a way
it’s never been before... We had
an opening reception for this ex-
hibit and we had people coming in
off the street that just saw the post
online. I was able to engage with
complete strangers, women bring-
ing their boyfriends to the gallery
and talking about art and healing.
That’s really powerful.”

Many of the survivors
who donated clothing to
the project thanked her

afterward, Cambareri
added, saying they were

grateful to “use their
negative energy in a pos-
itive way... and do some-
thing anonymously but
still feel like they were
helping other people.”

Art Therapy was defined in the
1940s as the therapeutic use of art
in healing and is still is a common
method of working through trau-
matic experiences.

The American Art Therapy As-
soc. currently represents over
5,000 therapists across the coun-
try. The American Journal of
Public Health published a study
in 2010 that looked at visual,
musical, and written art forms in
hospitals in the U.S. and United

Kingdom. The study found that in
all these forms “there are clear in-
dications that artistic engagement
has significantly positive effects
on health.”

Barbara Fish, Ph.D., has worked
with art throughout her career as a
professor at the School of the Art
Institute of Chicago, an author and
art therapist.

“I think art making and finding
meaning in creativity is a human
strength,” Fish said. “There’s a
lot of new research with pattern
sensory involvement calming the
traumatized brain. I use imagi-
nation and creativity to weather
and hang in there with my clients
when it’s difficult... They have
such hard experiences and diffi-
cult lives. Therapy gives [them] a
chance to start to learn how to be
in a relationship and trust some-
one else.”

At Rape Victims Advocates,
180 N. Michigan Ave., art thera-
py sessions can include crafting,
painting, drawing, and poetry to
work through the trauma of sexual
assault. Last month, art therapist
Jordan Ferranto organized a poetry
workshop with Maggie Queeney,
library coordinator at the Poetry
Foundation.

“I think that words are so pow-
erful,” Ferranto said. “Words are
something that we’re really used
to relating to and we’re used to
using words to describe how we

ART secep. 14

Charles Billington is a nationally
known baseball author and histo-
rian. His television appearances in-
clude Fox Sports Net’s “Baseball’s
Golden Age” and PBS Television’s
“The Eddie Miksis Story.” Billington
has been interviewed on NPR’s
“848,”by WGN'’s Ric Kogan, ESPN
Radio and WSCR. After the Cubs
won the World Series in October
U.S. News & World Report asked
him to write an Op-Ed piece on
Chicago and the World Series for
their November 4, 2016 edition. Bil-
lington’s talk will feature one of his
writings, “Wrigley Field’s Last World
Series: The Wartime Chicago Cubs
& The Pennant of 1945.”

RAVENSWOOD
LYIAKE VIEW

WRIGLEY FIELD’S
LAST WORLD SERIES:

CHICAGO CUBS &
THE PENNANT OF 1945

— CHARLES BILLINGTON —

CO-SPONSORED BY THE CONRAD SULZER REGIONAL LIBRARY

PRESENTS

THE WARTIME

WiV
oKD epect
Lot SERIESE,
£ a2

Thursday, March 16

at 7 p.m. in the Lerner Auditorium
Conrad Sulzer Regional Library
4455 N. Lincoln Ave.
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Phil Coulter and Andy Cooney will perform at the Irish American Heritage
Center, 4626 N. Knox.

Rare Coulter - Cooney concerts
this weekend at Irish center

Not done celebrating St. Pat-
rick’s Day yet? Then consider
sitting in as two legends of Irish
music, Phil Coulter and Andy
Cooney, join forces for “Celtic
Crossings” -- a rare North Ameri-
can Tour.

Two shows will be held this
weekend: Saturday at 7 p.m. and
Sunday at 2 p.m., at the Irish
American Heritage Center, 4626
N. Knox.

Offering an evening of Celtic
tranquility, the music of Coulter
features classic songs sung by the
internationally-known  Cooney.
The “Celtic Crossings” tour also
features special guest Geraldine
Branagan and the Irish Pops En-
semble.

The concert will feature offer-
ings from their latest releases:
Coulter’s “Echoes of Home,” and
Cooney’s “Bright Brand New
Day.”

Originally composed by Coulter
as a wedding gift to Liam Neeson
and his bride, (the late Natasha
Richardson), the melody was first
named for the actress. It was years
later, after Natasha lost her life
during a tragic ski accident, that
Phil added lyrics to the enduring
melody and renamed the song

“Noreen.”

Currently celebrating 50 years
in the music business, Coulter,
known as Ireland’s Musical Am-
bassador, has entertained millions
throughout the world with his lyr-
ics and melodies. His career is
decorated with 23 platinum discs,
39 Gold Discs, 52 Silver Discs and
two Grand Prix Eurovision awards.
He has a long and varied career as
a songwriter, producing hits for a
range of artistes from Van Morri-
son to Sinead O’Connor, from El-
vis Presley to the Bay City Rollers
and their hit ‘Saturday Night’?

Coulter’s “Sea of Tranquility”
became the biggest selling album
of all time in Ireland, and captured
the heart of President Clinton
which led to numerous invitations
to perform at The White House. In
2007, Phil was the mastermind and
original songwriter behind Celtic
Thunder, an act which found huge
success on PBS and regularly tops
the Billboard World Music chart.

Cooney is an Irish-American
tenor of renown from Long Is-
land, New York. He has recorded
20 CD’s and he has appeared all
over the U.S.A.

For tickets or more information
call 847-872-0700.

SATURDAY MARCH 18TH 9:30AM - 11:30AM

FOOD AND DRINK

PACKAGE!
JODY MARYS, MIMOSAS
AND GREEN MILLER LITES

773=561-7433 frrestdechicage.com

5739 N. RAVENSWOOD
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Police
Beat....

Tourist robbed at Walgreen’s ATM
among latest hold-up victims

A visitor from Kentucky was robbed by
two men as he withdrew money from an ATM
inside a 24-hour Walgreens at 2817 N. Clark
on Saturday.

The victim told police that the two men
took his phone, wallet, and other items as he
stood at the cash machine around 1:30 a.m.

The ATM is located inside the store, and
Walgreens surveillance cameras captured the
entire incident, according to a source.

The offenders are described as two black
men in their 20's. One is 6'tall, and he wore a
red Lacrosse hat and a tan jacket with wings
on the back. The other stands about 5’-8"tall,
and he wore a gray knit hat, a black hoodie,
light-colored jeans with a rip on the front, and
Nike boots.

Other Cases

» An Uber driver was robbed at gunpoint
near Sheffield and Fletcher at 6:15 a.m. on
Wednesday, March 1.

The victim told police that the gunman
took his money and then fled eastbound on
Fletcher toward Clark St. Construction work-
ers reported seeing the robber loitering in
the area before the robbery, but they did not
realize what he was up to.

They describe the offender as a 5'-8" tall
black man with dreadlocks who wore a dark
sweater and gray jogging pants.

- A few days later, another man was also
robbed in the same general area as the Uber
driver.

That victim reported that man in a ski mask
tried to rob him near the Chase Bank at Clark
and Barry round 12:30 a.m. on Sunday, March
5.The robbery failed, and the offender ran
southbound on Clark St.

He is described as a heavyset 5’-9" tall black
man who wore a black jacket and jeans.

West Side man charged
in Old Town battery/burglary

Andre Bingham, 50, of the 1600 block of
West Le Moyne Ave., was arrested after be-

- ing identified as the
offender who broke
into a business on the
1600 block of N. Wells
at 6:55 a.m. on March
7. Bingham took prop-
erty from therein. A 60
year old male victim
and a 49 year old male
victim arrived, and
discovered the stolen
items. The victims
confronted Bingham
and a struggle ensued
during which time Bingham began to stab
the 60 year old male victim multiple times.
Police from the 18th District responded and
Bingham was taken into custody and charged
accordingly.

Andre Bingham

Lincoln Park woman raped,
robbed at knifepoint, say police

Chicago police have issued yet another
community alert after a Lincoln Park woman
was sexually assaulted and robbed at her
home early Sunday. It's the third community
alert about armed sexual assaults on the
North Side since Feb. 28.

Around midnight Saturday, an attacker
approached a woman as she tried to open the
door to her apartment in the 1900 block of N.
Orchard St., police said.

The offender, who was armed with a knife,
sexually assaulted and robbed the woman
before fleeing the scene.

Police had few details about the attacker
other than he may have been Hispanic.

The woman was treated at Presence St.
Mary’s Hospital in West Town.

Anyone with information about the inci-
dent is asked to call Area Central Detectives at
312-747-8380.

The latest case does not appear to be
related to two recent rapes of women in
Lakeview, according to a source.

On the evening of March 9, a Lakeview
woman was forced into the trunk of her car

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Community pressure on businesses and the
city to rein in Wrigleyville’s wild St. Patrick’s
celebrations seems to be paying off—at least by
some measures.

Officials estimate that “only” five people were
arrested in connection with yesterday’s Green
Invasion of the Clark St. bar strip.

Photo courtesy of @The 1stMikeC

Green Ach-ers: Five arrested, 21 hauled off by ambulance
during Wrigleyville’s St. Patrick bacchanal

That's down sharply from 21 arrests in 2014
and 17 arrests in 2015. Seven people were ar-
rested last year.

An estimated 21 people were scooped up and

hauled out of Wrigleyville by ambulance crews
during last weekend's revelry. That's also down
from past years.

at gunpoint by a man who raped her and then
drove to the Far South Side with the victim
locked in the trunk, police said. That happened
in the 3700 block of N. Fremont St.

And on Feb. 28, another woman sexually as-
saulted at gunpoint after a man forced her into
her car at gunpoint in the 1200 block of W. Barry.

Police have said that the two Lakeview cases
may be related. (see below)

Wrigleyville woman raped in car, abducted;
connections to Feb. 28 case eyed

A Wrigleyville woman was forced into her
trunk at gunpoint, sexually assaulted, and then
driven to the city’s Far South Side by a carjacker
on March 8, police said. The abduction and
attack played out less than two blocks from
Wrigley Field. No one is in custody.

The woman managed to escape from the
trunk of her car after the offender crashed at
11516 S. Throop, more than 23 miles from where
she was kidnapped.

She said the man forced her into the trunk of
her Mazda around 8:30 p.m. in the 3700 block of
N. Fremont, according to police.

The gunman then drove around the city for
more than 90 minutes with the woman trapped
in the vehicle’s trunk. He stopped at least twice
along the way, the woman said.

Finally, around 10 p.m., the man crashed the
car in the West Pullman neighborhood and fled
the scene. After the impact, the slightly-injured
woman was able to free herself and seek help.

The woman was being treated for minor
injuries at Advocate Christ Medical Center in Oak
Lawn.

Detectives announced that the attack is
“similar and may [involve] the same offender” as
a Feb. 28 sexual assault of a woman in nearby
Lakeview.

In that case, a woman was walking to her
vehicle in the 1200 block of W. Barry around
midnight when an unknown man raped her at
gunpoint after forcing her into her vehicle.

The Feb. 28 attacker is described as a black
man between 25- and 30-years-old, 5’-9"tall,
about 160 Ibs, with short black hair, and a
medium complexion. He had a short beard or
scruff on his chin and a mole on his face. He was
wearing a brown or green colored vest, a black
button-downed shirt with white markings on
the bottom and dark colored pants.

Saturday night’s gunman is described as a
black man between 25- and 35-years-old, 5'-10”
tall, who weighs 160 to 200 Ibs. He has short
black hair, a medium complexion, and a scruffy
goatee with a thin mustache. The man was wear-
ing a red colored zip-up style jacket with brown
khaki pants, police said.

Police have offered personal safety tips:

- Always be aware of your surroundings.

« Pay special attention to suspicious people in
the area and report to the police.

- If confronted by an offender, remain calm.

» Remember any unique descriptive character-
istics of suspects (Scars, limp, etc.)

- Never pursue a fleeing assailant, provide the
information to police.

« Call 911 immediately and provide a detailed
description of the offender.

«Walk in pairs.

Anyone with information about these inci-
dents is asked to call Area North investigators at
312.744-8261

CPS asks courts to force proof
of how charter school spent $25M
The Chicago Public Schools [CPS] is accusing

a former charter school operator of withholding
financial documents that would reveal whether
it mismanaged $25 million in public funds,
according to a complaint filed March 3 in Cook
County Circuit Court.

In the complaint, the Chicago Board of
Education’s Law Department details the CPS’s
struggles with Prologue Inc., a Chicago non-
profit agency that operated several schools and
programs in the city - notably Winnie Mandela
Alternative Learning Opportunity Program, as
of Aug. 2013; W.E.B. Du Bois Early College High
School, as of July 2011; and Joshua Johnston

Charter School for Fine Art and Design, as of July

2010.

Though the board authorized a two-year
renewal agreement for Johnston on June 24,
2015, Prologue did not execute the deal, the
complaint said. On Aug. 24, 2016, CPS rescinded
authority to renew the agreement. On May 19,
2016, CPS told Prologue it would not renew the
Mandela or Du Bois programs.

CPS cited contract language detailing that
Prologue was required to provide, without
limitation, financial information such as inven-

tory of assets, audited financial statements, bank

records, contracts, general ledgers and payroll
records. The board seeks this information “to de-
termine whether Prologue properly used public
funds and to account for assets that should be
returned.”

The complaint also noted it took nearly a year
since a final request in May, for Prologue to pro-
vide requested student records like transcripts,
enrollment documents, state test scores and
discipline records. CPS representatives purport-
edly spoke with Prologue CEO Nancy Jackson
on June 17, scheduling a facility walkthrough on
June 21 and an in-person meeting June 22. But
before the walkthrough, Prologue officials alleg-
edly told CPS no one from the company would
attend the meeting or allow CPS to conduct its
own walkthrough.

CPS gave Prologue more than $25 million
from 2012 through 2016, a total which included
five annual outlays for Du Bois and Johnston,
and three for Mandela. The state’s charter school
laws stipulate that when charter schools don't
“expend or obligate all federal grant funds prior
to the end of each fiscal year, the board may
recapture any unspent grant funds.”

Formal allegations in the complaint are
breach of contract — one count for each other
three schools — as well as a count asking the
court to order an accounting determining what
Prologue owes and whether it may capture any
assets or inventory Prologue bought with state
money.

Cops seeking theft suspect told
“Get a warrant” by Center on Halsted staff

Tipped off that a theft suspect had fled into
the Center on Halsted on Monday evening, two
Chicago police officers entered the sprawling
LGBTQ community center at 3656 N. Halsted to
investigate.

Inside, they were met by two people who
identified themselves as Center on Halsted staff.
The staff had a message for the cops: “Get a
warrant”

That's according a Chicago Police Dept. case
report that this newspaper acquired via a Free-
dom Of Information Act request.

The alleged incident raises more questions
about the Center on Halsted’s relationships
with police and neighbors. It also indicates that
Center staff members tried to thwart legitimate
police efforts with the same tactics that were
once used by the Broadway Youth Center—until

that agency’s conduct was laid out in a series
of 2013 reports by our investigative team.

Shortly after 4 p.m. on March 6, a man
dressed as a woman entered the 7-Eleven
store at 3700 N. Broadway and stole a stack of
merchandise. A store employee watched as
he walked a half block west and entered the
Center on Halsted lobby.

It's “typical,” according to a former store
employee who says the location is frequently
targeted by individuals who steal and then
return to the Center.

Two police officers entered the Center on
Monday to look for the latest theft suspect—a
6'tall black man in his 20's who was wearing a
long auburn-colored wig.

They saw no one matching that description
in the Center’s lobby, so the officers made
their way up the stairs to the second floor.

That's where they were met by a man and a
woman who identified themselves as Center
on Halsted employees. The two individuals
refused to give their names, police said.

But, they told police that they refused
to cooperate any further unless the police
had a warrant. The staff further claimed—
erroneously—that federal health provider
confidentiality laws (HIPAA) prohibit police
from being there.

Officers told the staff members the obvi-
ous: The cops didn’t want health records or
anything that would involve HIPAA. They only
wanted to know if a theft offender was hiding
on the premises.

“It was further explained that if the of-
fender was on scene, the Center was, in effect
harboring a fugitive,” police said in their
report.

But, the Center on Halsted staff “repeatedly
cited medical privacy laws as the reason the
Center on Halsted would refuse to assist the
police in any way regarding the apprehension
of a criminal,” according to the report.

As the officers continued their discussions
with Center staff, a security guard approached
and said that the person they were looking for
had left the building.

Given that information, the report says, “no
further issue was made of the Center on Hal-
sted’s refusal to cooperate with law enforce-
ment at the time.”

Policy of Truth?

HIPPA, which addresses patient paperwork
privacy, specifically allows for accommoda-
tions when law enforcement is involved in a
time-critical effort.

Those exceptions are cited in the Center on
Halsted'’s own privacy statement, according to
a copy that was reviewed by this newspaper.

Flashback to BYC

The Center staff are hardly the first social
service agency workers to try to use the
Health Insurance Portability and Accountabil-
ity Act to deflect officers in pursuit of known
criminals.

This newspaper revealed in a detailed
2013 report that the Broadway Youth Center
repeatedly blocked police efforts by errone-
ously citing the law.

Those cases, which involved violent offend-
ers, were called “obstructions of justice” by
police.

Before our report, BYC representatives
claimed to have healthy relationships with the
police, and they boasted about that “strong”
relationship at community meetings.

But police officers of all ranks told very
different stories in private, leading to our
investigation, which was aided by members
of the community.

Enjoy the silence

We contacted COH Chief Executive Officer
Modesto “Tico”Valle and Director of Public
Relations Peter Johnson about Monday'’s
incident twice via email—once on Tuesday
and again late yesterday afternoon. They did
not respond.

Also, we have contacted Ald. Tom Tunney
[44th], his Chief of Staff Bennett Lawson, and
his Director of Public Safety and Community
Affairs Chris Jessup about this case and other
Center on Halsted matters three times since
Jan. 9. None of them has responded.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com
and Scott Holland
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We don't limit our ATMs to a small, enclosed network. Instead, we prefer
ours to roam freely. So, whenever you find yourself trekking through a winter
storm or climbing the highest peaks, you can rest assured, all ATMs nationwide
are finally free.

GET FREE ATMS WITH

TOTAL ACCESS CHECKING!

Only $100 required to open.

Use any ATM nationwide and we’ll refund the fee!"

FOR A LIMITED TIME

GET $100

directly deposited into your new account when you open
a new Total Access Checking Account by 3/31/17, enroll in
e-statements, and we receive a direct deposit by 4/30/172

WINTRUST

Chicago

CHICAGO’S NEIGHBORHOOD BANKS

Gladstone Park ¢ Logan Square « Loop  Mayfair
Mont Clare e Norridge e Near West « North Center e Old Town e Pilsen
Ravenswood e River North ¢ Rogers Park ¢ Roscoe Village » Streeterville
312-291-2900 | www.wintrustbank.com

WE'RE PROUD TO BRING IT HOME. As a company made in this area, for this
area, Wintrust and its family of true community banks is dedicated to the unique
neighborhoods each serves. For 25 years, we've been banks that invest in, give back
to, and get to really know our communities and the people living in them. When
you bank with a Wintrust Community Bank, you can be confident your money is
going back into the things that matter most to you.

OMMUNITY BANKS

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS
OF COMMUNITY BANKING!

1. The bank does not charge its customers a monthly card usage fee. No transaction charge at any ATM in the Allpoint, MoneyPass, or Sum
surcharge-free networks. Other banks outside the network may impose ATM surcharges at their machines. Surcharge fees assessed by owners
of other ATMs outside the network will be reimbursed. Reimbursement does not include the 110% International Service fee charged for certain
foreign transactions conducted outside the continental United States. 2. Limit one per customer. Employees of Wintrust Financial Corp. and
its subsidiaries are ineligible. $100 deposit bonus is IRS 1099-INT reportable. $100 deposit bonus applies only to new Total wemser

Access Checking customers. $100 deposit bonus will be deposited into Total Access Checking account by 6/1/17. FDIC ==

NEWS-STAR

: Letters to the Editor

Neighbor questions, why shoot her?

I wish to express how shocked and sad-
dened I am by the incident that took place
Feb. 17 at Western and Irving Park, where
a mentally unstable woman armed with a
knife was eventually shot to death by two
policemen. I cannot understand nor accept
how such a tragic outcome happened. Al-
legedly, the policemen tried twice to subdue
her with stun guns without success. They
then resorted to shooting her in the chest.
Why?

Do Chicago policemen train on how to
disarm their opponents? If they felt they
needed to shoot, couldn’t they have shot
her in the leg, which would certainly have
stopped her but spared her life? Did they
lose their cool and react in fear? They could
have called for more police if they didn’t
think they could handle the situation safely.
In any case, this is totally unacceptable. It
is a profound disgrace. I mourn the loss of
this poor woman, I feel grief for her family

and even for the two policemen who have
to live with a senseless killing on their con-
science. And I feel outrage!

She was killed at a busy intersection, at
a busy time of the day. Such actions by the
police put us all at risk in more than one
way. A stray bullet of course but also, if I
am confronted by someone, maybe mental-
ly ill but it could be any other reason, will I
call the police and trust that they can handle
the situation without killing someone? I'll
think twice and that obviously puts me at
risk in a violent situation.

Chicago police need to be trained to de-
escalate conflicts, to use non-lethal force,
preferably no gun, to resolve the inevitable
confrontations that take place in our stressed
out societies. It is a matter of survival for all
of us.

Christiane Rey
North Center

One person can make a difference

After reading Bob Kitsos’ article [March
8] regarding long time Edgewater resident
Karen Clausen, and the topiaries she cre-
ated as part of The Pink Building’s award
winning garden, I am reminded that one
person can make a difference.

In Ms. Clausen’s case, her efforts have
provided pleasure for countless “pink build-
ing” residents, their guests and neighboring
buildings overlooking our garden.

During challenging times we all face,
personal and/or political, it is an important
reminder that one person can make a differ-
ence.

I once heard the following...”if you think
one person cannot make a difference, try
sleeping with a mosquito!”

Karen Goldberg,
Edgewater

Those rat cats also eat lots of native birds

About the City’s rat problem ... the City
is working with Tree House’s Cats at Work
program [and that’s a] bad idea.

Experts have found that feral cats don’t
do much to reduce the rat problem - rather,
they just encourage the rats to go some-
where else where the cats aren’t.

Tree House says their cats “are very ef-
fective at getting rid of rats.” This is only if
you’re looking at a very small, local patch

of land. Meanwhile, outdoor cats eat lots
of native birds, especially the baby birds
whose flying abilities are, at best, nascent.
Domestic cats are alien and invasive [spe-
cies] and belong inside the homes of lov-
ing owners. It’s okay to let them outside, as
long as they’re supervised closely so they
don’t eat birds.

Jean SmilingCoyote

The approximate $600,000 investment taken from TIF funds is part of the Mayor’s Building on
Burnham plan, a comprehensive vision to invest in Chicago’s parks and open spaces.

PARK fromp. 1

750 acres of new parkland, 256 new play-
grounds and more than $800 million in
capital investment from neighborhoods and
private sources.

The CPD has more than 585 parks, 8,300
acres of parkland, 26 miles of lakefront, 12
museums, two world-class conservatories,
16 historic lagoons and nearly nature areas
under its umbrella. It is the oldest and one

of the largest park districts in the U.S.

Ald. Debra Silverstein (50th) said in her
newsletter, “This new park is wonderful for
our community and will transform an old,
crumbling parking lot into a beautiful green
space. It will also form a vital link in the
North Shore Channel Trail, allowing bicy-
clists and joggers to follow the channel all
the way from Lawrence Ave. to Green Bay
Rd. in Evanston.”

DAY LABOR fromp. 1

A Day for Change, which began in Sept.
2016, is modeled after a similar program in
Albuquerque. Since the program launched
in Chicago, the city has helped a handful
of individuals to gain housing, and several
more with taking the first steps to being a
workforce development program. The en-
gagement provided by the pilot enabled
the city to add more individuals to its One
List—which supports planning for service
delivery, and ultimately helps this popula-
tion find permanent housing.

WILSON from p. 1

platforms that replaced platforms and infra-
structure that were nearly 100 years old.
“CTA stations do more than move people
around, they are neighborhood centers and
economic hubs,” said Mayor Rahm Eman-
uel. “In bringing this station into the 21st
century, we are also bringing this historic
neighborhood the jobs, businesses, and
transportation it needs in the 21st century.”
For more information about the Wilson
project, visit transitchicago.com/wilson.



