Everyone has

a story to tell.

All you have to do

is write it.

But it's not that easy.

— Frank McCourt
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Commissioners tell Ald. Martin
his redevelopment plan for
Lincoln Square parking lot has stalled

BY PETER VON BUOL

A Boston-based company’s
plan to redevelop the city-owned
parking lot at 4715 N. Western
Ave. seems to have stalled ac-
cording to two city of Chicago
commissioners who were speak-
ing at a hastily arranged March
8 ‘emergency’ meeting hosted by
Ald. Matt Martin [47th].

This newspaper received a
leaked copy of the March 4 memo
- written by Laura Reimers, Ald.
Martin’s Chief of Staff - which
called for the March 8 meeting.

There were in fact two meetings
that night. The first, with about 30
invited guests, and the second in
private. One can assume it includ-
ed the alderman and two com-
missioners, but we are unaware if
anyone else was invited to attend
the second meeting.

While no media was invited
to the public meeting, held in
the back room of Mi Fogata res-
taurant, 4322 N. Western Ave.,
numerous sources have com-
municated with this newspaper
and have corroborated what oc-
curred.

Chicago Housing Dept. Cmsr.
Marisa Novara said emphati-
cally that if an affordable hous-
ing project replaces what today is
officially known as City Parking
Lot #70, the new development
will not replace those surface lot
parking spaces.

The city’s Commissioner of
Planning and Development, Mau-
rice Cox, also participated in the
meeting.

One attendee told this reporter

that despite what Ald. Martin and
the developer had been saying for
over two years now, Cmsr. No-
vara told the attendees that public
parking was never going to be a
part of this project.

It was the commissioner’s
statement about ‘no parking’ that
triggered angry blowback from
several of the area’s better-known

One attendee told
this reporter that despite
what Ald. Martin and the
developer had been say-
ing for over two years now,
Cmsr. Novara told the
attendees that public park-
ing was never going to be
a part of this project.

local, independent retailers, who
were invited to the emergency
meeting. They later told this
newspaper they had felt misled,
believing that there would be a
loss of only three metered spaces
in the future building.

The developer, TCB Inc., had
planned to build a 51-unit mixed-
used building on the site of the
parking lot. Since 2019, TCB of-
ficials have consistently said their
company’s plan to acquire the
parking lot would preserve most
of the public parking spaces now
contained on the surface lot. But
according to Cmsr. Novara, that
was never the case.

The surface lot’s spaces today
are managed by LAZ Parking,
the company which manages the
city’s parking meters. TCB had
hoped to take over management

of the parking spaces, planning
to use the parking revenue to help
fund the construction of their new
building.

Had that been the case, some-
body would have had to buy out
LAZ’s contract to gift that park-
ing lot to TCB, and it now seems
that perhaps the city - from the
start of the whole process - said
they would not do that.

At the meeting, the commis-
sioners also said they were against
the addition of retail stores or res-
taurants on the first floor of the
new building. Since it was first
revealed that TCB expected to be
gifted the City of Chicago park-
ing lot, all their plans included
commercial spaces on the first
floor.

While this reporter has heard
from several attendees of the
March 8 meeting, Ald. Martin
did not respond to written ques-
tions submitted to him regarding
what occurred at the meeting.
Throughout the two-year-struggle
over the controversial proposal,
Ald. Martin and his staff have re-
fused to take media questions on
the project. And while his office
hosted several virtual meetings
on the project, to this newspaper’s
knowledge, he held only one in-
person public meeting in his ward
to defend his proposal. That meet-
ing was held in Oct. 2019 before a
local political organization he had
helped to co-found, The Heart of
Lincoln Square.

Neither he, nor even the Lin-
coln Square Ravenswood Cham-
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Planned by Hubbard Street Group, this new building is going up at Clark
St. and Belmont Ave. It will add a two-story, $35-million commercial devel-

opment to the area.

Retail development scores
permits at 801 W. Belmont

Project replaces
historic bank building

LUKAS KUGLER
Urbanize.com

Permits have been issued for a
commercial development located
at 801 W. Belmont Ave., in Lakev-
iew. The project has also been ad-
dressed at 3179 N. Clark St.

Sited on a corner lot, the project
site is bound by N. Clark St., W.
Belmont Ave., and stretches to N.
Halsted St. A two-story masonry
bank building, that housed Fifth
Third Bank, previously stood on
the site. It has been demolished
after permits were issued in Aug.
2021.

Planned by Hubbard Street
Group, the new construction will
produce a two-story, $35 million
commercial development. Rising
48’, the building will include ap-
proximately 59,000 square feet of
new retail or commercial space.
Over 20,000 square feet of that
will be located on the ground
floor with an approximate front-
age of 295 feet along W. Belmont
Ave.

Designed by Hirsch MPG, the
building will feature underground

parking for tenants and visitors,
providing 87 spaces. The garage
will be accessed off of N. Clark
St, with loading accessed off of
N. Halsted St.

Built as-of-right, the project
is flying under the radar of city
review, requiring no input from
City Hall. Despite being an argu-
ably historic structure, the previ-
ous bank building on-site did not
have a color-rating in the Historic
Resources Survey and was not
subject to the demolition delay.

A timeline for the construction
has not been announced.

The same developer, the Hub-
bard Street Group, is also plan-
ning to redevelop a bank site on
the Northwest corner of Western
and Lawrence avenues in Lincoln
Square.

For that project, they plan to
bring a corporate grocer to the
property, but they’ve entered a
non-disclosure agreement that
prevents it from naming the ten-
ant.

Ald. Andre Vasquez [40th]
introduced an ordinance in Feb.
2021, to downzone that property
to try to force the developer into
revealing its plans and getting al-
dermanic approval to proceed.

Sarpino’s Pizza

Second violation
costs owner $188,628
for back pay and penalty

BY BOB ZULEY

The U.S. Dept. of Labor [US-
DOL] issued a substantial order of
recompense to three locations of a
well-known Chicago pizza chain
on March 5. The USDOL issued
a press release announcing that
the department’s Wage and Hour
Division [WHD] determined the
owner of three Sarpino’s Pizzeria
locations, Julius Jokimas, owed
a total of $188,628 — represent-
ing $94,314 in overtime back pay

and an equal amount in liquidated
damages — to 104 employers at the
three sites.

USDOL* ..investigators found
the three Sarpino’s locations mis-
classified delivery drivers as inde-
pendent contractors and, by doing
so, failed to pay them overtime
at time-and-one-half their aver-
age hourly pay when they worked
more than 40 hours per week. The
pizzerias also shortchanged some
managers and cooks by denying
them overtime wages they had
earned. In addition, investigators
found the employer failed to main-
tain accurate payroll records.”

WHD investigators required

hit by feds for wage theft

a subpoena to obtain employee’s
pay records and it soon became
clear why the owner refused to
cooperate. The three sites are
owned by Julius Jokimas who is
listed as the president of J.J. Gold
Coast Inc. and MJK South Loop,
Inc. which operates the three
stores located at 158 W. Division
St, 627 W. Lake St., and 1923 S.
Archer Ave.

Multiple requests for comment
to Jokimas went unanswered. The
three locations are franchises of
Sarpino’s Pizza, a Canadian fast
food restaurant chain founded in
2001 and headquartered in China
with U.S. operations headquar-

tered in Lincolnshire. They oper-
ate some 21 Sarpino outlets in the
metro-Chicago area.

Sarpino’s main offices are not
implicated in the investigation
and they too declined to com-
ment.

In addition to the back wages
recovered, the WHD assessed Jo-
kimas $75,504 in penalties for vi-
olating the Fair Labor Standards
Act [FLSA] for the second time
in six years after finding similar
FLSA violations in 2015.

“While the employer in this
case may have tried to stymie an
investigation, they learned that
failing to comply with Wage and
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Hour investigators is not an op-
tion,” said Thomas Gauza, WHD
Director in Chicago.

“The operator of these Sar-
pino’s locations learned — on the
wrong end of a subpoena — that
the USDOL will use the tools at
its disposal to protect the work-
ers’ rights and to ensure they are
being paid as the law requires.”

“It denies wages for workers
who earned overtime, cheats tax-
payers out of payroll taxes, and
allows the employer to undercut
competitors who operate as the
law requires,” Gauza said.

SARPINQ’S see p. 16
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Have you ever been a bragger? No one likes a smarty-pants

By Thomas J. O'Gorman

Bragging was an almost un-
forgivable crime in my family
growing up, it was considered a
flawed, disreputable personal un-
dertaking. Indefensible. Tightly
bound to the sin of pride, and an
inexcusable character disorder.

Didn’t take much to get bush-
whacked for bragging.

It may have been because we
were Irish, with no patience for
people loaded with self-praise.

Or because we were Catholic
and surrounded by clergy every
step we took helping us assess our
flaws, failures and sins.
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Looking back, bragging was
probably denounced and de-
bunked by both our culture and
religion. It was always a spec-
tacular shared effort of faith and
tribal identity.

I can still remember the in-
stant discomfort unleashed when
some family member might take
too much credit for some enter-
prise. Or announce some special
achievement in life that was quick
to be dismissed as “bragging.”

Success in a spelling bee. Tri-
umphant in a basketball game.
Getting high marks on a report
card. Singing like an angel in the
choir.

The great thing about the Irish
was that it took about three sec-
onds for someone to call out a
bragger for unbecoming behav-
ior, like a Mother Superior in a
convent. There was no delayed
criticism should you be caught
bragging. It was instantaneous.

At the smallest sign of bragga-
docio, someone was sure to shout
their disappointment. “Well,”
someone might say, “who do they
think they are?”

Or “Someone seems to be get-
ting too big for their britches.” Or
cutting to the quick with “No one
likes a smarty-pants.”

No shame in this corrective
brutality for the Irish. Keeping us
on the straight and narrow. The
pathway to heaven.

These days I'm not too sure
that puts us in the express lanes.
I believe we’re all in the same
traffic jam and the only way
out is to give those around you
a break. Pull over so they can
get by and make some progress
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St. Patrick’s Day Parade Queen
Kelley Leyden.

for themselves.

Aren’t we all in this together?
No one can really rush the line.
And of course bragging never
helps.

Strange, but Chicago has al-
ways seemed a bragging city to
me. Maybe it’s our late start in the
competition for greatest Ameri-
can city, with some cities having
almost a two century head start
on us.

Maybe its our extraordinary
good luck in being geographical-
ly located in the heartland of the
nation, at the intersection of the
continent’s great network of wa-
terways that just makes us want to
thump our chest. And brag.

You know, in that contest for
biggest or the best.

Whether that is about the size
and beauty of our skyscrapers or
the elegance of our lakefront par-
adise. The miracle of the Ameri-
can network of railroads that put
us on the map or the wonder of
our stockyards and our ability to
lasso the market for meatpacking
and change the eating habits of
the world.

Chicago does have a lot to be
proud of. But we must be careful
and not brag too much.

It’s still true that nobody likes a
smarty-pants.

We don’t have to look very long
around the city to have our ears
boxed. Just look at the long line
of federal indictments that stand
as a clear warning to those brag-
gers who would take advantage of
public office.

The contagious sin of hubris
makes bragging pale in compari-
son. Imagine having all the po-
litical power possible and still not
being satisfied with your achieve-
ments.

Instead always being on the
make to fatten your own pockets.
To get you a larger piece of the
pie. More business for your law
firm. All those secret deals meant
to enrich just a few of the political
elite, rather than lifting the bur-
dens of the everyday citizens of
the City. You know, the poor souls
who continue to elect the pander-
ers and pillagers of the common
good.

We are not naive. Of course,
there’s always been “the Chicago
way,” since the stockade walls of
Fort Dearborn first went up.

The landscape here has always
been thick with deal-makers and
short-cut takers from the days of
Mayor Long John Wentworth.

St. Patrick’s Day Parade Queen’s Court (Clockwise from top left: Casey,

Eileen, Grace and Mary Clare.

In 1860 he helped fellow Re-
publican Abraham Lincoln win
the nomination for president by
issuing counterfeit credentials
to fake convention goers so they
could cheer and shout for Honest
Abe. And sway the vote his way.

The same went for the way
Mayor Ed Kelly shut off every-
one’s microphones at the Demo-
cratic National Convention in
1940. That’s when he had the
head of the city’s sewer depart-
ment hidden in the basement of
the Chicago Stadium with the
single working microphone. His
job was to work up the crowd.
Make them insane for President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt. So
FDR could get the unheard of
third presidential nomination and
accept the call to a third term.

Strange, but even though those
things were wrong and illegal, it
makes you want to brag. Espe-
cially with the “Voice from the
Sewer,” as he was known.

We could also brag about the
way in which the 1960 presiden-
tial election votes in Chicago
were held until the wee hours of
the morning so the mayor could
release an avalanche of enough
votes in favor of John Fitzgerald
Kennedy at just the right time.
Ending a Nixon victory.

That certainly seems worth
bragging about.

So is it any wonder that 37 Chi-
cago aldermen have been convict-
ed of corruption since 1973? Now
there’s a brag for you. One that’s
still better than the latest brag by
Chicago’s present mayor in de-
scribing, allegedly, her ’manly-
hood’ and giant male physical
anatomy during a Zoom meeting.

Well, it’s taken a long time, but
some progress is being made in
Chicago in regard to our Chicago
passion for bragging. Nothing
takes the steam out of bragging
like a trial. A guilty verdict. And
a prison sentence.

Especially at St. Patrick’s Day
when dyeing the Chicago River
green might be mistaken for the
grin of business as usual. Or open
season for fresh shenanigans and

the usual blarney that makes the
need for constant bragging all too
sad.

In Chi-town it’s still an unfor-
givable crime.

ALL HAIL THE QUEEN:
Chicago Police Officer Kelley
Leyden was the 2022 St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade Queen. The
new Queen and her court, Eileen,
Grace, Casey and Mary Clare,
have been exceptional. First Chi-
cago Cop chosen Queen. All fig-
ured prominently in America’s
grandest march, the 67th annual
St. Patrick’s Day Parade, High
Noon last Saturday.

TIS THE SEASON: Mark
Howard, famed Trinity Dance

BRAGGER see p. 12
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Plus,
lakefront safety equipment
Bill passes lllinois House

Heart
of the
‘Hood

by Felicia Dechter

In July of 2018, West Ridge
resident Halle Quezada’s life was
forever changed.

It was a sunny, gorgeous beach
day, and Quezada headed to the
lakefront to enjoy an afternoon of
sun and fun with her children.

But the picturesque scene at
the beach quickly changed from
tranquility to utter chaos, and
Quezada watched in helpless
horror as beachgoers and rescuers
frantically searched Lake Michi-
gan for 13-year-old Darihanne
Torres, who drowned that day.

Since then, Quezada -- who
after that incident co-founded the
Chicago Alliance for Waterfront
Safety -- has been a passionate
and tireless advocate promot-
ing water safety and the need for
safety equipment at the lakefront.
And last year’s Pratt Pier drown-
ing death of 19-year-old Miguel
Cisneros propelled Quezada and
Rogers Parkers into even more
action. It was the final straw for
a lakefront community that it
seems sees at least one drowning
every beach season.

Last week, the National Drown-
ing Prevention Alliance (NDPA)
announced that it will honor
Quezada with its Lifesaver of the
Year Award. The honor will be
presented to her on April 11 at
the alliance’s annual conference
in Fort Worth, Texas.

I am so proud to congratulate
Quezada on this well-deserved
award.

“I am grateful, but I am also
fully-conscious of all the lives
we were too late to save and still
chasing down that big reward of
seeing the drowning numbers
on our lakefront drop dramati-
cally,” said Quezada, who is also
a highly-regarded Chicago Public
Schools teacher.

She was quick to point out that
she had a little help from her
friends. New friends, ones that
she has made along the way in the
last four years including Miguel’s

mother, Maria Diaz. And then,
among others also, there’s Jes-
sica Leon, whose father, Horacio
drowned in Lake Michigan a few
years ago.

“There’s really nothing I've
done as far as advocacy that I've
done alone,” said Quezada. “So I
would like to extend this award
to the Rogers Park community,
Maria Diaz-Cisneros and Miguel
Cisneros, Jessica Leon, Maria
Hadden, Jim Ginderske, and ev-
ery other neighbor who has made
a point to improve lakefront safe-
ty, of which there are so many.”

Quezada was one of seven
nominees in an open nomination/
open voting system. She was cho-
sen by the public and “By far re-
ceived the most votes,” said Adam
Katchmarchi, executive director
of the NDPA.

“She’s done such incredible
work in the Chicago area---what
she has been able to achieve is in-
credible,” said Katchmarchi. “All
of her advocacy work and hard
work put in for water safety...I
wish we had someone like Halle
in every city.

“We’re so happy and proud...
I hope this sparks others,” said
Katchmarchi. “We are so honored
to award this to Halle.”

Another fellow lifesaver who’s
proud of Quezada is Dave Benja-
min, founder of the Great Lakes
Surf Rescue Project. Benjamin
wrote the Lifesaver Award nomi-
nation for Quezada.

She has done “awesome work,”’
said Benjamin.

“The most successful water
safety advancements come from
grassroots efforts,” said Benja-
min. “The demand for change has
to come from within a community
and Halle embodied that with all
of her efforts since Darihanne’s
drowning in July 2018.”

If you read this column on a
regular basis, you’ll know that this
newspaper too has been pushing
for safety at the lakefront since
15-year-old Lexi Adu drowned
in 2012. I was heartbroken as I
watched the divers search for
Lexi’s body. I saw what I assumed
was Lexi’s mother, on the sand
down on her knees wailing at the
death of the daughter she adored.
I was on the beach that unforget-
table morning as they searched
for Miguel’s body.

I’ve loved living on the lake-
front for the last four-plus de-
cades. But its inviting beauty can
be very deceptive. Hopefully the
following will curtail some of the
drownings.
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Life ring advocate wins national Lifesaver Award
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(L) West Ridge resident Halle Quezada has been named 2022 Lifesaver of the Year by the National Drowning
Prevention Alliance. (R) The life ring installed on Pratt Pier.

Earlier this month, a new Bill
co-drafted by Quezada and Rep.
Kelly Cassidy, HB 4165, passed
the Illinois House of Representa-
tives. It still has to pass the Senate
and receive Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s
sign-off before it becomes a law,
but I'm guessing that’s going to
happen.

HB 4165 will make it a law that
public rescue equipment at piers
and drop-offs along Lake Michi-
gan will be required. There’s a
good chance that Miguel Cisne-
ros would be alive today if there
had been such gear at Pratt Pier
the day he died.

The Lake Michigan Rescue
Equipment Act was proposed fol-
lowing the community outcry over
Miguel’s death. He had jumped in
to the lake from the pier, where
swimming was not allowed but
unfortunately there was no sig-
nage stating so. Miguel, who was
a week or two away from starting
his sophomore year at Colum-
bia Univ. in NY, was less than
six feet from the pier, frantically
screaming for help. A simple life
ring more than likely would have
saved his life.

As far as HB 4165 goes, Queza-
da said she’s “grateful it had the
backing of such a well-respected
legislator.”

“The unanimous passing out of
the House is a reminder that we
were never asking for too much
when we asked for safety on our
beaches,” said Quezada.

Of course, I had to check in
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with the Chicago Park District
[CPD] to see where things cur-
rently stand with them as far as
life rings go. I sent them some
questions, and was pleasantly sur-
prised they actually got back to
me with some answers.

According to a statement pro-
vided last Friday by CPD director
of communications Michele Lem-
ons, the CPD currently has 220
life rings in possession and ready
for installation. As part of a pilot
program announced last fall, the
District will install a total of 115
life rings along the lakefront.

The CPD thus far has installed
a “properly authorized life ring” at
Pratt Pier and another at Margaret
Burroughs Beach, 3100 S. Lake
Shore Dr. Both remain in place,
the statement said. CPD will be-
gin installing the remaining 113
rings in early April and have them
in place by the first day of the
2022 beach season, which begins
May 27, the statement said.

“The safety of beachgoers and
everyone who uses the lake is of

the utmost priority to the CPD,”
said the info sent to me. “As part
of the District’s beach safety roll-
out, we will launch a campaign to
raise awareness about water safe-
ty and instruct patrons on how
to properly use a life ring in the
event of an emergency.

In addition, the statement said
that the CPD will continue cur-
rent safety measures that have
been in place for years, which
include:

* Employing one of the largest
lifeguard services in the na-
tion, hiring up to 525 lifeguards
each year. “CPD lifeguards re-
ceive among the highest levels
of life-safety and water train-
ing in the country.”

¢ Implementing an aggressive
annual water safety program
which includes a minimum of
15 Water Safety Trainings held
annually at the lakefront for
families to learn how to keep
everyone safe at the beach. Ap-

LIFESAVER see p. 8

WE’RE OPEN

Smarter Tax and Finance
Ahsan Lodhika, CMA, MSF

Authorized E-File provider * Annual Filing Season Program
Tax Return Drop Off Service * Walk-Ins Welcome
In-Person Appointments ¢ Aspiring CPA and CFA

Rates starting at

$125

Individual and Business
Income Tax Returns,
Accounting and
Business Solutions

M, W, Thurs.: 5 pm-10 pm

Tues. & Fri. By Appointment Only
Sat. 10 am - 10 pm

Sun. 3 pm-10 pm

4911 N. Lincoln Ave.
Unit 4911-(
Chicago, IL 60625

7173-715-2600

hitps://www.smartertaxandfinance.com
smartertaxandfinance@gmail.com




4 « MARCH 16 - MARCH 22, 2022

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

City of Chicago stops taking new rent relief applications

The
Home
Front

by Don DeBat

“Rent Relief,” an emergency
federal rental-assistance program
administered by Chicago’s Fam-
ily & Support Services and the
city Dept. of Housing, has been so
successful that new applications
are no longer being accepted.

However, if you are a renter
and/or landlord who already ap-
plied and provided all the nec-
essary documentation, you still
have a shot at obtaining rent relief
funds in the coming weeks.

“The City of Chicago still has
money,” said Sabrina, one of the
100 Rent Relief administrators,
who answered questions about
the program (Call 833-543-0931).

“There is no time frame on
receiving Rent Relief funds,” Sa-
brina said. “Our caseworkers are
reviewing documents and are try-
ing to process applications as fast
as possible. Each caseworker has
150 to 200 applications to audit.”

The Emergency Rental Assis-
tance Program [ERAP] provides
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funds to assist households unable
to pay rent and/or utilities due to
the on-going pandemic.

The federal American Rescue
Plan Act, passed in Dec. 2020, al-
located $25 billion to emergency
rental assistance [ERAPI1]. Then,
the $1.9 trillion stimulus pack-
age approved in March of 2021
set aside $21.55 billion [ERAP2],
resulting in a total of more than
$46 billion available to apartment
tenants nationwide who have been
negatively impacted by COVID-
19.

An eligible household may
receive up to 12 months of as-
sistance, plus an additional three
months if needed, depending on
the availability of funds. In gener-
al, the money will be paid directly
to landlords and utility providers.
If an owner doesn’t want to par-
ticipate, funds may be paid to the
renter.

As of late 2021, the city of Chi-
cago has assisted more than 8,600
households with rent and utility
payments through ERAP funds.
The average rental assistance
payment is $8,900, and the aver-
age utility assistance is $800 per
applicant.

However, landlords have com-
plained to The Home Front col-
umn that the Rent Relief program
is bogged down in bureaucratic
red tape and delays.

One “landlady” who owns a
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As of late 2021, the city of Chicago has assisted more than 8,600 house-
holds with rent and utility payments through ERAP funds.

3-flat in West Ridge on the Far
North Side complained that her
tenant, a mother of three children,
applied for Rent Relief in Decem-
ber of 2021, and still hasn’t re-
ceived a dime. (Yes, her letter ap-
peared in last week’s newspaper.)

“Her past-due rent totals nearly
$8,000, which would have been
a big help to me when I paid
my property taxes on March 1,
said the landlady. “We have been
following up on her claim to no
avail. It simply indicates that it is

995

‘pending’.

The landlady contacted
40th Ward Ald. Andres Vasquez’s
office and was referred to a help-
ful, knowledgeable woman who
promptly found her tenant’s Rent
Relief case number.

“The Rent Relief administrator
said the application information

was in order. Unfortunately, they

have been backlogged since April
of 2021, processing more than
30,000 applicants,” the landlady
said.

“She had no idea when they
would catch up, but she said even-
tually I will receive an e-mail ad-
vising me to reply within 48-hours
to continue with the claim. They
certainly are not making it conve-
nient,” the landlady complained.

“So, advise your readers, par-
ticularly ‘Ma and Pa’ owners of
smaller properties, that it is the
landlord’s responsibility and ne-
cessity to have deep pockets in
order to pay their expenses un-
til this government aid comes
through. If it ever does.”

The Home Front’s spies at City
Hall and the County Building re-
port that since December these
buildings appear to be virtually
empty. Perhaps city employees

are working remotely from home
during the pandemic.

“Every department—except the
Cook County Treasurer’s office
and the city’s Dept. of Streets and
Sanitation—is easily eight months

“So, advise your readers,
particularly ‘Ma and Pa’
owners of smaller prop-
erties, that it is the land-
lord’s responsibility and
necessity to have deep
pockets in order to pay
their expenses until this
government aid comes
through. If it ever does,”
the landlady said.

behind in their work,” said one
veteran newspaper editor. “Pro-
ductivity has fallen off the table.
It must be nice to have job secu-
rity.”

For answers to questions about
Rent Relief, call 833-543-0931,
or visit: www.RentRelief.com\
allchicago.

For more housing news, visit
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat
is co-author of “Escaping Condo
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide
for condominium living. Visit
www.escapingcondojail.com.

Weiss Memorial Hospital sold
to Michigan-based Resilience Healthcare

Take over planned
if sale is approved

California-based Pipeline
Health has executed a letter of
intent to sell Weiss Memorial
Hospital, 4646 N. Marine Dr.,
in Uptown for $92 million. West
Suburban Medical Center in Oak
Park would also be a part of that
sale.

The buyer is Michigan-based
Resilience Healthcare, a group
with “decades of experience turn-
ing around challenged commu-
nity hospitals through innovation
and collaboration with local com-
munities, clinicians and front-line
staff,” according to a statement
released by Pipeline Health on
March 10.

The effort will be led by Manoj
Prasad, an “executive with over
two decades of experience in
healthcare  turnarounds,” ac-
cording to Pipeline. Resilience
Healthcare will be acquiring
the two hospitals and the cam-
pus properties, pending approval
from the Illinois Health Facilities
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and Services Review Board.

If the sale is approved, Pipeline
said they plan to refund $12 mil-
lion of the $92 million purchase
price for reinvestment into the
hospitals to ensure that proceeds
from the pending sale of a park-
ing lot at Weiss Memorial Hospi-
tal benefit that hospital along with
additional investment in West
Suburban.

Prasad says he will be moving
to the Chicago area and plans on
“working full-time to shore-up
the financial position of both hos-
pitals to make them sustainable
and continue in their mission of
providing critical healthcare ser-
vices to both communities.”

“My career turning around
hospitals and health care orga-
nizations has been based on col-
laborations with and alignment of
the medical staff, nurses, support
staff and staff on the front lines
at hospitals,” he said. “I listen to
them and to our patients and com-
munity partners and they see I am
willing to roll up my sleeves and
work side-by-side with them. We

GENERAC
—— |

7-Year Extended Warranty*

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer.
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

get aligned on the common goals
of providing our patients high
quality and affordable care and
turning around a treasured com-
munity asset.”

“This is a wonderful opportuni-
ty to serve the patients and com-
munities,” said Prasad. “We’re ex-
cited to secure state approval and
get to work.”

“Both parties are interested in a
smooth and seamless transition,”
said Pipeline CEO Andrei Soran,
of the two parties submitting a
change of ownership application
with the state. “All hospital opera-
tions will continue as usual with
quality, compassionate care deliv-
ered to all patients served.”

Since taking ownership of the
two hospitals in 2019, Pipeline
has made significant investment
in both facilities -- $60 million
total -- especially under new cor-
porate leadership in place since
Jan. 2021.

“Investments have improved
facilities, added technology, ex-
panded clinical programs — all to
improve patient care and service
to the community,” Soran said.
“The two hospitals are in better
shape now than when the previ-
ous Pipeline leadership team took
ownership in 2019.”

“We want to [let] the commu-
nity know that the applications for
a change of ownership are in de-
velopment, and we look forward
to engaging the community about
the promising future for the con-
tinued operation of the hospitals,”
said Nick Orzano, Pipeline found-
er and board member. “We have

been struggling to make these
hospitals successful. Manoj ap-
proached us to [take over], and we
believe he is an excellent fit, with
a proven track record of success,
for the communities we serve.”

Orzano thinks the hospitals’ fu-
ture success is closely tied to the
ongoing support of the State of
Illinois, the elected officials and
community leaders with whom
the hospital leadership has en-
gaged over the last year.

Prasad claims to have been a
hospital transformation leader
since 1998 after successfully turn-
ing around hospital and health
systems operations in Michigan,
Texas and Florida. He also built
a healthcare technology practice
for major healthcare technology
companies. New Jersey-based
businessman Rathnakar R. Patlo-
la is a financial partner in Resil-
ience and will be investing in the
acquisition and operations if the
change of ownership is approved.
Both Prasad and Patlola claim to
have a long-term commitment to
providing critical health services
to [their] communities.

“Rathnakar is a successful en-
trepreneur in the hospitality and
energy industry. We have known
each other for years and have
been looking for the right oppor-
tunity to collaborate. Now we are
aligned at the right moment in
our lives and we are partnering to
create a vibrant, self- sustaining,
service-oriented healthcare pro-
vider system for the community,”
Prasad said.



But Chicago’s police
superintendent says
transit crime is down

BY CWBCHICAGO

One year after we reported that
violent crime was increasing dra-
matically on the CTA Red Line
despite a sharp decline in rider-
ship during COVID, last week
city officials called the current
level of crime on the city’s transit
system “unacceptable.”

Mayor Lori Lightfoot, CTA
President Dorval Carter, and CPD
Supt. David Brown announced
new security measures during a
March 9 press conference at the
Chicago Red Line station.

In reality, the measures aren’t
new. They’re essentially the same
shuffling of police resources and
private security contractors that
the city has done time after time
in the past when crime on the
transit lines grabs media atten-
tion. Inevitably, the efforts wane,
and crime returns, only to be
addressed by the same “new”
tactics after another press confer-
ence.

The city’s “plan” is so old and
has been rolled out and rolled
back so many times, we had no
plans to write about it. That is,
until 32 minutes into the press
conference when Brown, the
police superintendent, boasted
that there was an 11% decrease in
crime on the CTA last year.

That’s right. After the mayor
and CTA president and Brown
himself talked about the unac-
ceptable level of crime on Chica-
go’s public transit for a half-hour,
Brown fired up CPD’s tried-and-
true talking point for all occa-
sions: Crime is down!

In fact, the number of criminal
reports generated on CTA prop-
erty did decline last year when
compared to 2020 — but the
“crimes” that declined have noth-
ing to do with the safety of pas-
sengers.

Between 2020 and 2021 on the
CTA:

e Murders increased 33% from 3
to4
* Shootings increased 64% from
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CTA shootings are up 64%,
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Chicago police SWAT officers and UIC police officers ride a Blue Line train during the city’s last public transit

safety “crackdown” in Feb. 2020.

4to 11
» Sexual assaults increased 300%

from 4 to 16
* Robberies increased 9% from

453 to 492
* Stabbings increased 24% from

41 to 51

So, how did crime go “down?”
According to the city’s data, most
of the decrease came through
a reduction in the reporting of
crimes by CTA itself and a de-
cline in CPD enforcement. There
were:

e 172 fewer criminal damage

(graffiti) reports taken
» 88 fewer trespassing arrests
* 62 fewer narcotics arrests
» 3] fewer deceptive practice cas-

es (mostly turnstile jumpers)

There were also 273 fewer theft
cases on CTA last year compared
to 2020. That’s because the first
80 days or so of 2020 had rela-
tively normal levels of CTA rider-
ship and relatively normal levels
of theft, which drove up the 2020
totals.

Before the state’s stay-at-home
order went into effect on March
20, 2020, there were 414 theft
cases reported on CTA. By com-
parison, with ridership depressed
due to COVID last year, only 89
theft cases were reported during
the same period.

According to CTA, overall rid-
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ership on CTA buses and trains
was down about 3.5% in 2021
compared to 2020 through No-
vember.

So, yes. “Crime” reports were
down on the CTA in 2021 when
compared to 2020, which will be
reassuring to anyone concerned
about trespassing, taggers, and
turnstile jumpers.

skeksk
“Top 10” transit crime
suspects announced

Perps include convicted
murderer, juvenile with

12 felony arrests, and guy who’s
been in jail since September

CTA crime is once again the
topic of the day. There is an elec-
tion coming up after all.

Murders on the city’s transit
system were up 33% last year.
Shootings up 64%. Sexual as-
saults up 300%. Robberies up 9%.
Stabbings up 24%. All while rid-
ership was down over 3%.

On March 9, the city promised
to get it all fixed. Again.

So, let’s say “hello” to the Chi-
cago Police Department’s “Top
10 Persons Of Interest” for public
transportation crimes.

There’s a 16-year-old boy who
already has 12 felony arrests on
his record.

There’s the 59-year-old man
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with 50 arrests and a murder con-
viction.

Inexplicably, there’s a guy who
has been sitting in Cook County
jail without bail since September.

And, on a positive note, the first
guy on the list was arrested and
charged with robbery last week.

After the mayor
and CTA president and
Brown himself talked
about the unacceptable
level of crime on
Chicago’s public transit
for a half-hour,
Brown fired up CPD’s
tried-and-true talking
point for all occasions:
Crime is down!

Top Ten

CPD’s “Top Ten” transit sus-
pects are profiled on a depart-
ment flier provided to this re-
porter by a source. They are all
linked to robberies. Four of them
are juveniles.

The first person profiled on
the bulletin is Miguel Hecavar-
ria. Prosecutors charged him last
week with robbing a man at gun-
point on the Red Line near Chica-
go Ave. after escaping from elec-
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sexual assaults up 300%, robberies up 9%

tronic monitoring. Prosecutors
said they also expect to charge
him with at least one other rob-
bery on the Green Line.

CPD’s flyer said he was sus-
pected of committing “several”
robberies with a chrome-plated
revolver on Red and Green Line
trains

We are not publishing the names
or photographs of other “honor-
ees” because they are listed only
as persons of interest but here is
what the bulletin says about some
of them:

* A 16-year-old boy “has been
linked to several robberies in-
cluding while being with a knife”
on the Purple and Red Lines. He
was charged with a Red Line rob-
bery on Oct. 29,2021, the bulletin
said.

* An 18-year-old woman who
has been arrested for robberies on
the Blue and Red Lines in the past
is “known to have used force to
snatch passengers’ belongings.”

* A 17-year-old boy who has 13
arrests for crimes like aggravated
robbery, assault, and battery, is
suspected of committing several
robberies on CTA trains while
armed with a knife, the bulletin
said. He was arrested last April
for an aggravated robbery on the
Blue Line.

* Another 17-year-old boy who
has two felony arrests, including
one for armed robbery with a fire-
arm on the Blue Line and one for
armed carjacking, is “known to
frequent the CTA” and was most
recently arrested at the Jackson
Red Line, according to the list.

* A 16-year-old boy with 26 ar-
rests, 12 of which are for felonies,
“has been linked to multiple rob-
bery patterns” on the CTA train
system, the bulletin said. Some
of his felony arrests have been
robbery, aggravated battery, and
theft.

* A 19-year-old man who “was
on the scene of a homicide that oc-
curred on the Red Line” has been
linked to several robberies on the
train system and an auto theft at
the 95th Street station, according
to the bulletin.
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Weed dealers hope to open
in Lincoln Square, Lincoln Park

With empty storefronts and
retail vacancies plaguing most
neighborhoods these days, drug
dealing seems to be the only
growth industry left in retail
these days.

There are new dispensaries
opening up all over the city, in-
cluding one in a strip mall at
Lawrence and Oakley avenues;
and another at Lincoln and Shef-
field avenues.

In Lincoln Park, Akele Parnell,
CEO of 11th Level, Inc., has a
proposal to open a cannabis dis-
pensary at the site of the former
Salt and Pepper restaurant, 2576
N. Lincoln Ave.

Parnell began working as a
business attorney after college,
focusing mainly on health care
matters. When an opportunity
arose to be in-house counsel at
a cannabis startup in Chicago,
where he lived, Parnell jumped at
the chance to get his first taste of
the industry.

Today, he’s the head of equity
partnerships for Lantern, the can-
nabis e-commerce marketplace
and home delivery platform.

But the location he’s chosen
on the triangular lot across the
street from Jonquil Park, and in
close proximity to a number of el-
ementary schools (Mayer, Alcott,
Tubman, Lincoln Elementary),
DePaul Univ., and Lincoln Park
High School may present some
problems.

Another recreational pot dis-
pensary is trying to open near the
Lincoln Square Mall, at the site of
a former Core Power Yoga store-

front, 2301 W. Lawrence Ave. On
Jan. 1 Botavi Wellness submitted
a zoning change application to
City Hall.

Since then, company officials
have been meeting with nearby
neighbors trying to sell them on
the idea. This would be Botavi’s
first dispensary; its owners are
partnering with Justice Cannabis.
Justice first started selling retail
recreational pot in 2014, and is in
eight states and has opened more
than 10 dispensaries.

The pot dispensary would also
need to get final approval from
state licensing officials before
Botavi could sign a 10-year lease
and move into the store.

The dispensary could open six
or seven months after getting City
approved.

If the city gives the dispensary
the OK, Botavi may still have to
wait to get final state approval, as
Illinois officials are in the process
of settling several lawsuits related
to its lottery system for cannabis
licensing.

The partners pitched their pro-
posal to area neighbors during
a Feb. 24 community meeting,
where neighbors raised concerns
about the proposed dispensary
being a few blocks away from
Montessori Gifted Prep, at Law-
rence and Leavitt St., and and St.
Matthias Catholic School, just
north on Claremont Ave., and
whether drug users would be con-
suming cannabis products near
the dispensary or during some of
the neighborhood’s popular street
festivals.
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Lawyer for Chicago city workers:
Courts must address overreach
in Lightfoot, Pritzker
job or jab vax mandates

BY JONATHAN BILYK
Cook County Record

As evidence mounts that vac-
cines do little to prevent trans-
mission of the virus that causes
COVID-19, a group of Chicago
firefighters and other city em-
ployees at risk of losing their jobs
say federal judges would be well
within their power to step in and

assert the mandates violate their
constitutional rights to privacy
and bodily autonomy, as well
as their rights to due process by
not being given the opportunity
to demonstrate prior COVID in-
fection had provided them with
natural immunity, at least as good
as the protection purported to be
offered by any of the approved
COVID vaccines.

man being’s right to life is “subor-
dinate to the right to privacy and
bodily autonomy” of the mother.

Further, Lubin argued, the city
cannot demonstrate the vaccines
it is mandating actually help the
city achieve its goals of reducing
the spread of COVID-19, particu-
larly given the dominance of the
omicron variant of the COVID
virus, which has demonstrated

require Chicago Mayor Lori
Lightfootand Illinois Gov.JB
Pritzker to offer some proof
that their vaccine mandates
actually accomplish their
stated public health goals,
before continuing to trample
workers’ rights to privacy
and bodily autonomy.

On March 7, attorney
Jonathan Lubin filed a brief
in the U.S. Seventh Circuit
Court of Appeals in Chicago,
asking the judges to overturn
a lower court’s decision that
the response to the COVID
pandemic provides sufficient
constitutional cover to Light-
foot and others to fire work-
ers who refuse to receive a

As evidence mounts that

vaccines do little to prevent
transmission of the virus that
causes COVID-19, a group of
Chicago firefighters and other

city employees at risk of

losing their jobs say federal
Jjudges would be well within their
power to step in and require
Chicago Mayor Lightfoot and
Illinois Gov. Pritzker to offer
some proof that their vaccine
mandates actually accomplish
their stated public health goals.

sustained abilities to evade
vaccines and natural immu-
nity, alike.

“To suggest that the theo-
retical (and, at this point,
extremely dubious) impact
that forcing COVID-19 vac-
cination may have on public
health is somehow more in-
tertwined public health than
the question of whether to
terminate a potential life
in the womb is a mistake,”
Lubin wrote. “That right is
fundamental.”

Further, Lubin urged the
court to step in and stop
Pritzker, Lightfoot and oth-
ers from continuing to im-

COVID vaccine.

“There is a point, even during
the pandemic, when the Con-
stitution’s protections of liberty
once again overcome mitigation
measures aimed at addressing
COVID-19,” Lubin wrote.

“That time has long since come
and passed. It is time for the two
weeks to flatten the curve to fi-
nally end.”

Last fall, Lubin filed suit in fed-
eral court on behalf of the group of
workers from Chicago’s city fire,
water and transportation depart-
ments, asking a federal judge to
block Pritzker and Lightfoot from
ordering them to take a COVID
jab or risk losing their jobs.

In their lawsuit, the workers
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In November, U.S. district
Judge John Z. Lee refused their
request for an injunction against
the COVID vaccine employment
mandate.

He said the workers’ arguments
are undone by a “core flaw:” That
workers’ rights to refuse a COVID
vaccine is not a “fundamental
right” that supersedes the city’s
and state’s interests in attempting
to protect the “health and welfare
of others in the community.”

The workers appealed Lee’s
decision to the Seventh Circuit
Appeals Court, as they continue
to pursue a court order that would
allow them to keep their jobs.

In their latest filing, Lubin and
the workers assert their rights to
privacy and bodily and autonomy
should be considered as funda-
mental as other privacy rights,
such as those recognized by the
U.S. Supreme Court in determin-
ing the Constitution affords wom-
en a right to abortion.

They pointed to the Supreme
Court’s reasoning in Casey Vv
Planned Parenthood, in which
they said the high court deter-
mined that even an unborn hu-

pose mandates by executive
orders, pointing to the state’s
Emergency Management law,
sidestepping lawmakers and leg-
islative bodies altogether.

Lubin argued, after two years,
COVID can no longer legally be
considered an emergency requir-
ing such executive rule.

“Only emergencies implicate
the Illinois Emergency Manage-
ment Act,” Lubin wrote. “COVID-
19 may present a serious issue for
residents if the State of Illinois
(sic), even now... But it is no lon-
ger an emergency.

“At some point in the last two
years, the legislature could have
been prevailed upon to offer spe-
cific legislation about COVID-
19, vaccines, and any other issue
of importance. For the Governor
to still be exercising emergency
powers two years after the begin-
ning of the pandemic is an affront
to the democratic process.”

The same reasoning should ap-
ply to Lightfoot’s so-called emer-
gency rules, Lubin said.

Lubin asked the appeals panel
to overturn Lee’s decision, and
order an injunction be granted.
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¢ A 59-year-old convicted mur-
derer with 50 previous arrests fre-
quents the Jackson Red Line plat-
form and is suspected of robbery
and battery, the bulletin said.

The 10th person on the list may
be familiar to many people. He’s
Mekiel Hampton, who has been
held without bail in Cook County
jail since prosecutors charged him
with violently beating and robbing
two men in the middle of State St.
last summer. The attack was cap-
tured on CPD surveillance video
that went viral after this reporter
published the footage.

Hampton is charged with rob-
bery and two counts of aggravat-
ed battery causing great bodily
harm in the State St. attacks. The
CTA bulletin said he “has been a
suspect in several robberies and
aggravated batteries that have
occurred on the CTA Red Line.”
But he has not been charged with
any such crime.

City Hall will now try to re-
verse the CTA’s entrenched crime
problem by deploying around-
the-clock unarmed security con-
tractors and increasing police
patrols. At least until after the
upcoming elections, that is.



BY CWBCHICAGO

More than three years after Jussie Smol-
lett’s phony hate crime saga began on a frig-
id Streeterville street corner, Cook County
Judge James Linn sentenced the fallen star
to 150 days in jail and 30 months probation
on March 10. Smollett was also ordered to
pay a $25,000 fine and reimburse the city
for $120,106 of police overtime dedicated
to investigating his bogus claims.

Before sentencing, Linn said Smollett
“committed hour upon hour upon hour of
pure perjury” on the witness stand.

Writing in the March 10 Sun-Times,
Cook County State’s Attorney Kim Foxx,
whose bungling of the case cast such a dark
shadow that a judge found only a special
prosecutor could restore the public’s faith
in the county’s justice system, called Smol-
lett’s trial “a kangaroo prosecution.”

She also said it was “costly,” even though
the special prosecutor’s investigation and
the prosecution itself were handled pro
bono by the Winston & Strawn law firm.

Lately, Foxx seems almost as deep in
denial as Smollett himself. In anticipation
of the verdict, Foxx last week told report-
ers that the special prosecutor investigation
“started with the proposition that perhaps
I had done something, and the summation
was that [ hadn’t.”

In fact, the investigation found, among
other things, Foxx and her top aides treated
Smollett favorably like no other defendant,
they lied to the public about it, and Foxx
herself lied about cutting off communica-
tions with Smollett’s family when, in fact,
she had not. That was just the beginning.

The transgressions were so serious,
special prosecutor Dan Webb referred his
findings about Foxx and her aides to state
regulators.

Officially, on March 10, Foxx’s office
said it will “continue to prioritize violent
crime.”

That will be small consolation to the
dozens of people it has charged with filing
false reports over the past three years who
have not received a “Smollett Deal.”

People like Jim Van Buskirk, who lost
his job, his reputation, and his life savings
when prosecutors accused him of false-
ly claiming that he had been tied up and
robbed by a gunman at a Union Station res-
taurant he managed.

Foxx’s office prosecuted him to the full-
est — no sweetheart deal. They took the
case to trial. And they lost. Jim Van Bus-
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Foxx decries “a kangaroo prosecution” of Smollett
as one of her staff members begs
co-workers to “please stay and fight”

kirk is an innocent man.

It’s notable that Foxx’s office, the one
that says it prioritizes violent crime, is still
pursuing felony charges against a man al-
most three years after he allegedly spray-
painted graffiti on The Bean sculpture.
Another man who reportedly did it with
him finally pleaded guilty in September
after fighting felony charges for 2! years.
He received a one-year prison sentence in
a plea deal with the office that “prioritizes
violent crime.”

‘There are still
some real prosecutors in Cook County’

After Foxx’s letter appeared in the Sun-
Times, we received a letter, too. It came
from an assistant state’s attorney in Foxx’s
office who has been in touch with us from
time to time over the years. They asked if
we would share their thoughts of the day.
We will:

There are still some real prosecutors in
Cook County. It is true that every day more
resign. It is true that every night there are
more text chains of depressed, hopeless
and angry prosecutors who seem to be
more embarrassed by the day at the state
of this office. But some of us are still here.

It’s lazy and cliché to blame the state
of things on COVID or outside influence.
The reason why the Cook County State’s
Attorney’s Office, once held in high regard
nationwide as the most fierce, dedicated
and hell-bent-on-justice prosecutor’s of-
fice in the country, now is a laughing stock
is because of how terribly off the rails the
train of reform has gone.

There is not a single real prosecutor
that would argue small time retail theft is
a big deal. There is not a single one that
would argue drug possession should result
in penitentiary time. There is not a single
one that would argue that the efforts of
the rehabilitation and diversion courts are
not both successful, money saving and life
changing for those that can get enrolled.
There are still some real prosecutors in
Cook County, and we agree with rehabili-
tation.

But the premise this office has put forth
of shifting resources from those minor
cases to focus on violent crime and public
safety is nothing short of a lie and fraud
perpetrated on the citizens of Cook Coun-
ty.

While relaxed prosecutions of minor
offenses has increased, there have been
zero efforts to direct that to violent crime.
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The complex homicide unit which by title
would be the foremost unit going after
violent crime, has decreased in size since
Kim Foxx took office. It hasn’t doubled,
tripled or quadrupled utilizing all the
resources saved from ignoring petty crime.
It has decreased.

’s lazy and cliché to blame
the state of things on COVID or
outside influence. The reason
why the Cook County State’s
Attorney’s Olffice, once held in
high regard nationwide as the
most fierce, dedicated and
hell-bent-on-justice prosecu-
tor’s office in the country, now
is a laughing stock is because
of how terribly off the rails
the train of reform has gone.

The much publicized “gun strategies
unit” is a minuscule unit generally regard-
ed as a unit staffed with ASA’s who are not
the best, brightest and hard-working and
a unit that does little to actually help the
cause. Why?

There are still some real prosecutors in
Cook County, but they are not being de-
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ployed to fight violent crime as the admin-
istration wants you to believe.

With the hurricane of resignations in
the past year the office is now staffed by
inexperienced supervisors, first chairs (re-
sponsible for murder prosecutions) who
have never even handled a murder case,
and endless numbers of ASA’s promoted
without knowledge or experience to do the
job, but nonetheless thrust into the posi-
tion because of attrition. Some will be
great. Many will not.

In the past few years being a Cook
County prosecutor has gone from being
a source of pride to being one of embar-
rassment. A repetitive depressing cycle of
doing the job, keeping your job and all the
while trying to let everyone who is truly in-
vested in prosecuting crime know that you
aren’t “one of them.” There are still some
real prosecutors in Cook County, but we
are embarrassed.

The administration cannot find a sin-
gle person to accept the job of the Chief
of Criminal Prosecutions. The reason
is because every single real prosecutor
watched as one of us, Natosha Toller, an
African-American woman who was a real
prosecutor fighting for justice, was beaten
down to the point she could take it no lon-
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Alex Diamond learns from Chicago P.D. work for filmmaking future

BY MATT SIMONETTE

Assistant Director Alex Dia-
mond jokes that his professional
abbreviation, “A.D.,” should real-
ly stand for “Anxious Director.”

“We always have to think of
what could go wrong, and what
could be an issue,” explained Di-
amond, a graduate of Columbia
College and a veteran of several
local independent productions. A
resident of Chicago’s West Side,
he is currently working as an as-
sistant director on the longtime
NBC drama Chicago P.D.

“Let’s say we’re filming out-
side a neighborhood house,” he
added. “I have to make sure that
all the houses are clear and that
no one pops out [their door]. I
have to think of everything that
happens in there. I like to think
that my vivid imagination helps
me think of all the possibilities
that can happen.”

Diamond describes himself as
a “people person.” “That’s one
of my favorite things and is a big
part of film. You meet so many
different types of personalities
and you have to find a way to
work together as a huge team.”

Diamond is a native of subur-
ban Northbrook and jumped at
the chance to work on a studio
production.

“I thought that I'd really like

to see what the studio life is all
about,” Diamond recalled. “I’d
really only been working on low-
budget indie things, and a Life-
time movie and a BET movie. I
wanted to see how a big television
show ran.”

His first day working as a pro-
duction assistant on Chicago P.D.
was a “stunt day,” he added. “So I
couldn’t say no.”

After working on the program
for two seasons, he was asked to
come on board full-time. Dia-
mond said it helped that he was
well-acclimated for the pace of a
major production even before he
left Columbia.

“I had a pretty good under-
standing and a pretty good feel
for how a set ran,” he explained.
“Then, after about three years
[working on Chicago P.D., my
vision just sharpened and my fo-
cus got more clear. Now I really
understand what 15 minutes on a
film set means.”

Diamond is confident that his
experience will help him when he
is running his own productions
one day.

“I'm seeing this flow through-
out the day, and I think that is
what is going to help me be a
creative director—the one behind
the monitors giving the actors di-
rection,” he explained.

When not working on Chicago

On his first stunt day on the job, Alex Diamond, a graduate of Colum-
bia College and a veteran of several local independent productions, was
working as a production assistant on Chicago P.D. After working on the

program for two seasons, he was hired full-time.

P.D., Diamond has been devel-
oping a “proof of concept” short
film called Dopamine Dreams he
hopes can be expanded into a fea-
ture or a television series.

The film is about “a naive drug
dealer who meets a dark stranger
at a party. We later find out this
stranger is a drug kingpin for the
underground music scene.”

Diamond has been working on
Dopamine Dreams “since before
college. It is ready to be green-
lit and [begin] pre-production.
This project...is actually what
I have been pursuing my whole
career and what ultimately made
me change my life path and go to
film school.”

He encouraged anyone seeking
to break into film and television
production locally to network
and talk to people. “There’s a lot
of social-network pages and com-
munities that will allow you to
volunteer on a film set. I [once]
volunteered as a second A.D. on
a short film, and a script super-
visor suggested me to another
company. For that, I made $800
in one day. At 24 years old, that
was amazing at the time. It goes
to show that there is no bridge
you should ever burn [and you
must] make sure you're working
the hardest you can.”

Launched in late 2021— with
a second round of applications

opening this summer— the Chi-
cago Made workforce develop-
ment program offers job training
and placement to Chicago resi-
dents ages 24-50, primarily from
underserved areas, to help meet
the industry’s increasing demand
for skilled workers. The program
is an initiative by the Chicago
Film Office at the Department
of Current Affairs and Special
Events (DCASE) and the XD-
TECH consultancy.

NBC Universal, Netflix, The
Walt Disney Company, and War-
ner Media provide on-set train-
ing for the program. A number
of local firms and organizations,
as well as unions IATSE Local
476 and Local 600, have provided
support as well.

A record 15 productions filmed
in Chicago in summer 2021,
bringing with them nearly $700
million in economic impact. The
Chicago Made program links
projects such as those with work-
ers from across the city.

Sponsored Advertisement

This series, from the Depart-
ment of Cultural Affairs and
Special Events (DCASE), asks
Chicagoans in the film industry
to share their experiences. Learn
more at ChicagoMade.us and
join the conversation on social
media using #ChicagoMade.
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proximately 200 families par-
ticipate in these trainings each
year.

* As it has throughout CPD his-
tory, the District continues to
offer swim lessons, as a life
skill, for all ages for free or a
minimal cost. Currently, Learn
to Swim is available for ages
six and older, at a low cost, with
free programming available for
families who may not be able
to afford the cost and for se-
niors and Special Recreation
participants. Annually, more
than 20,000 patrons enroll for
Learn to Swim including more
than 16,000 children ages six

to 12.

e CPD utilizes the Safety Flag

System on all sanctioned swim
beaches alerting the public of
safe water swimming condi-
tions; current alerts are updated
daily on its website and ampli-
fied on CPD social media plat-
forms.

e To ensure proper communi-

cations at beaches and pools,
CPD also refreshes hundreds
of signs and safety stencils in-
dicating unauthorized swim lo-
cations annually and as needed.
(This one definitely needs to be
addressed. At the pier at Pratt,
painted signs and any stenciled
warnings went un-refreshed
and therefore became invisible.
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Thus, Miguel never knew not

to swim there).

“The CPD urges patrons to en-
joy the beaches safely and respon-
sibly and look for No Swimming
Allowed signage that indicates
that swimming is not sanctioned
in that area,” the statement read.
“Visitors should consult the Dis-

trict’s website or social media
platforms to ensure water condi-
tions are safe for swimming be-
fore heading out to the beach and
only enter the water when a life-
guard is on duty. Swim hours are
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily, Memorial
Day weekend through Labor Day.

And yep, I know I'm starting

my beach safety preaching early.
But if you'd seen what I've seen
for the last four-plus decades of
living on this beach, you'd start
sooner than later too.

Again, we send our heartiest
congrats to Quezada for making
huge waves on the lakefront. You
go girl!
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ger and had to leave. There is not
a single real prosecutor who saw
Natosha go and now would ever
consider taking that position. In
fact, to this day everyone who has
been approached to consider tak-
ing that spot has declined.

There are still some real pros-
ecutors in Cook County...but it’s
not easy. To the police officers
that risk their lives every shift
for a thankless job where nothing
you ever do will be seen as right

by some.. we respect you and you
know who the real prosecutors
are.

To the victims of crime in Cook
County.. .we know that when your
case is the one of 400 cases pend-
ing in a courtroom at 26th Street
that at some times it may feel like
no one cares. But when there are
real prosecutors in that room you
know it. And they will be fighting
for you.

But most of all to the real pros-
ecutors of Cook County...we will
get through this. There have been
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dark times in past administra-
tions. While this dark period may
be different in its execution, it’s
not the first time and won’t be the
last time when the front lines de-
spise the administration.

I know that every one of you is
looking at jobs in DuPage, Lake,
Will, the Attorney General, etc.
While these are dark days please
remember that we don’t work for
the name on the front of the office
at 69 W. Washington. We work for
a bigger purpose of justice.

The administration tries to tell
us we are racist. We are insensi-
tive. We are not empathetic. They
do that from their 32nd floor
downtown office while we are at
26th Street in the trenches giving
the drug offender his 5th chance
at probation, the 18-year-old kid
from a rough neighborhood who
has never been in trouble First
Gun Offender Probation so he
can stay in college, and while we
work endless hours so that the
indigent minority mother who
lost her son to gun violence can
hug us and cry on our shoulder
thanking us after getting justice
for her child. That is why we are
still here.

There are still some real prose-
cutors in Cook County. And there
are victims and hard-working
police officers that need us to
be there for them now more than
ever. We will get through this.
Please stay and fight until you
can fight no more.
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For Chicago Fire stylist Steykine Wills, the main job is
about helping to build characters

By Matt Simonette

Chicagoan Steykine Wills, a hair stylist who works full-time for the locally-
produced television drama Chicago Fire, sees helping to create characters as a
central part of her job.

“Depending on if a character appears disheveled, for example, we have to make
them appear that way;,” Wills explained. “We have to read the script and make
sure that the hair coincides with what the character has going on”

Wills grew up on Chicago’s South Side, and is a graduate of Myra Bradwell
School of Excellence, Simeon Vocational High School and McCoy Barber
College. She had long wanted to use her skills in the film and

television industry.

“I had always been interested in doing it—1I just didn’t know how to do it,” Wills
said. “There were no programs to show you how to get in”

But a coworker began working in local film and television productions
and, in 2018, referred Wills to a department head for the HBO series
Lovecraft Country.

“From there, I just started building relationships and just started getting
callbacks and people asking me to work for them,” she said.

Wills worked steadily on a number of local productions, among them Chicago
PD. and season 4 of Fargo. But then the COVID-19 pandemic hit Chicago, and
her work ceased on March 12, 2020.

“Two weeks ended up being six months,” she said. “I was off for those six
montbhs, just sitting around. But then I started doing online classes, trying to
keep up with work, learning different things and doing classes to occupy my
time. It was okay, but a little depressing.”

She was brought back to finish up the filming for Fargo, which halted
mid-production, and then, in March 2021, landed a full-time position
with Chicago Fire.

Most days, Wills is now assigned a different actor to work with. She’ll prepare
their hair ahead of shooting, then later go with them to the set and help

look after them to keep up with the continuity of their scene over the course
of shooting.

SPONSORED ADVERTISEMENT

This series, from the Department of Cultural Affairs and Special
Events (DCASE), asks Chicagoans in the film industry to share
their experiences. Learn more at ChicagoMade.us and join the
conversation on social media using #ChicagoMade.

“So for example, if we have someone with long hair, we have to make sure it’s in
the same position,” she said. “So we watch the monitor via our iPads and make
sure that everything looks the same”

She said that she was “ecstatic” when she was voted into International Alliance
of Theatrical Stage Employees (IATSE) Local 476.

“I hear a lot of stories about people who were trying to get into their union for
years, but it only took me a year,” Wills said. “I remember the day. I was riding
my bike by the lake and I got a call, and they said, ‘We want to vote you in’ I
was so excited”

For those looking for a path forward doing hair styling for film and television
production, she advises, “Make sure this is something you really want to do.
It’s different from being in a salon. You have to dedicate yourself to learning all
you can learn... Try to get all of the knowledge that you can before you even
get into the business. It’s about a lot more than doing hair—it’s about learning
what goes on a set and learning the set lingo. The most important thing is to do
your research?”

Launched in late 2021—with a second round of applications opening this
summer—the Chicago Made workforce development program offers job training
and placement to Chicago residents ages 24-50, primarily from underserved
areas, to help meet the industry’s increasing demand for skilled workers. The
program is an initiative by the Chicago Film Office at the Department of Cultural
Affairs and Special Events (DCASE) and the XD-TECH consultancy.

NBC Universal, Netflix, The Walt Disney Company and Warner Media provide
on-set training for the program. A number of local firms and organizations, as
well as unions IATSE Local 476 and Local 600, have provided support as well.

A record 15 productions filmed in Chicago in summer 2021, bringing with them
nearly $700 million in economic impact. The Chicago Made program links
projects such as those with workers from across the city.

CHICAGO -
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Police
Beat...

Armed carjacking,
7-Eleven robbery reported
hours apart in Boystown

An Amazon delivery driver was
carjacked at gunpoint in Boystown
on March 8. A few hours later, armed
men robbed a convenience store on
the corner of Roscoe and Halsted
streets in the heart of the city’s LG-
BTQ nightlife district. Police have
not announced any arrests.

The 26-year-old delivery driver
was in his white Nissan Rogue on the
700 block of W. Aldine when a gun-
man emerged from a black SUV and
forced him from his car around 7:30
p.m., police said.

Both vehicles then fled east on
Aldine. CPD did not release any sus-
pect descriptions.

Then, around 12:32 a.m., three
men entered the 7-Eleven store at
3407 N. Halsted and confronted the
clerk with two handguns, according
to a CPD report.

Police said the men collected
cash, cigarettes, and liquor, then
fled in a maroon SUV. A second ve-
hicle, believed to be a silver or white
Nissan SUV, was also seen leaving
the scene.

The store robbers were described
as Black males between 20- and
26-years-old. One suspect wore an
orange and black sweater, another
wore a black sweater with gray
pants, and the third wore all black
clothing, according to initial infor-
mation from the scene.

Area Three detectives are investi-
gating both crimes.

Man escaped from electronic
monitoring on his second day,
then started robbing people
on CTA trains

Just two days after Miguel Hecha-
varria went home on electronic
monitoring to await trial for a felony
gun charge in August, he cut off his
ankle monitor and walked out the
door, prosecutors said March 8.

Until  po-
lice arrested
him on a
Loop ‘L' plat-
form March
6, authorities

hadn’'t seen
or heard from
him since.

Miguel Hechavarria

But he’s been
keeping himself busy by allegedly
robbing people at gunpoint on the
city’s train system.

“It was the [electronic monitor-
ing] that never really existed,” Judge
Susana Ortiz said. “The band was
cut off. He simply walked away and
abandoned it, and while on his frolic
... he allegedly committed a crime
of violence.”

Prosecutors charged Hechavar-
ria with felony unlawful use of a
weapon on July 28. With two other
misdemeanor cases also pending,
he went home on electronic moni-
toring Aug. 7.

At 5:19 a.m. on August 8, the sher-
iff's office received a “strap tamper”
alert and lost communication with
Hechavarria’s ankle monitor, Assis-
tant State’s Attorney James Murphy
said.

They went to Hechavarria's home
and spoke with his cousin, who said
they saw Hechavarria remove the
ankle monitor and walk out the door,
according to Murphy. Sheriff's inves-
tigators found the broken bracelet
in the house.

Murphy said that Chicago police

have been looking for Hechavarria
since October in connection with CTA
train robberies. Prosecutors charged
him with one case yesterday, and Mur-
phy suggested that another charge is
imminent.

Around 12:45 a.m. on Oct. 20, 2021,
Hechavarria ordered a man to give
up his phone on a Red Line CTA train
near Chicago Ave. When the victim
refused, Hechavarria allegedly pulled
out a silver revolver, pointed it at the
man, and demanded the phone again.
He got it that time.

Murphy said CTA surveillance cam-
eras recorded the robbery, and an
investigator recognized Hechavarria
from the footage.

CTA cameras also recorded Hecha-
varria robbing a Green Line passenger
one day later. That charge is pending.

Police recognized Hechavarria
while patrolling Loop CTA stations
over the weekend and took him into
custody. Murphy said he gave investi-
gators a “detailed statement.”

Among other things, Hechavarria
told police that he cut off his elec-
tronic monitoring band because “he
cannot be with his parents. Because
he feels he is failing them,” Murphy
said.

He allegedly claimed that he was
forced to steal the Red Line passen-
ger's phone because two men told
them that they would hurt him and
take his gun if he didn’t do it. But he
agreed that 12 jurors won't believe
that story, Murphy continued.

Hechavarria has previous felony
convictions for two burglaries and
theft.

Judge Ortiz ordered Hechavarria
held without bail on the gun charge
that put him on electronic monitor-
ing in July. She set bail at $250,000 for
the robbery case and $150,000 on an
escape charge.

Burglary, robbery charges filed
after delivery driver foils Loop
restaurant break-in

A man charged with robbery and
burglary following a break-in at a
Loop restaurant on March 5 is on pa-
role for a 2018 armed robbery near
the Belmont CTA station in Lakeview.

Xavier Lyons, 21, and two other
people broke into The Gage, 24 S.
Michigan, around 5:55 a.m. and made
their way behind the bar, prosecutors
said. The group started loading liquor
into a trash can.

They all claimed to work at the res-
taurant when a delivery driver who
frequently services the establishment
confronted them, prosecutors said.
The driver went outside and called
911.

He watched as Lyons and the oth-
ers left the restaurant while pulling a
trash can full of liquor bottles behind
them, according to the allegations.
Police arrested Lyons nearby, but the
other two got away.

Judge Kelly
McCarthy
said Lyons is
charged with
burglary and
armed robbery.
She  ordered
him held in
lieu of $75,000
with electronic
——— monitoring. He
must post a 10% deposit to get out of
jail.

Lyons was released from prison on
Dec. 10 after serving about half of a
six-year sentence that he received for
robbing a woman in Lakeview on Dec.
27,2018.

Just before 3 p.m. Lyons ap-
proached a 27-year-old woman on
the 3100 block of N. Kenmore and de-
manded her phone at gunpoint. The
woman did not turn over her phone,
police said, but Lyons did get the vic-
tim’s debit card.

Responding officers searched the

Xavier Lyons

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Belmont Red Line CTA station and
found Lyons matching the suspect’s
description on a southbound train.
The victim's property was still in his
hand as officers pulled him from the
train, according to police. A pellet
gun was allegedly recovered from his
waistband.

One of the arresting officers was
later recognized for his efforts in ap-
prehending Lyons.

Four armed robberies reported
in an hour at Loop, West Loop

Chicago police issued a community
alert about robberies in the Loop and
West Loop, which means detectives
believe they were committed by the
same offender. The alert describes
the robber as a White male between
18- and 25-years-old who stands 5-6"
to 5-8” tall and weighs 150 to 180 Ibs.
It says he was wearing a dark-colored
hat, dark coat, and blue jeans. Anyone
with information about the man can
contact Area Three detectives at 312-
744-8263 about crime pattern #22-3-
016.

Police are investigating four armed
robbery attempts that unfolded in
about an hour at downtown business-
es on March 7. While CPD has not pub-
licly linked the crimes, they all involve
a similarly-described man armed with
a knife.

He threatened employees with a
small knife at each location, but most
of the hold-ups failed, according to
CPD reports reviewed by this report-
er.

The robberies and attempted rob-
beries were reported at Starbucks,
171 W. Randolph, around 6:40 p.m.;
CVS, 208 W. Washington, around 6:50
p.m.; McDonald’s, 1035 W. Randolph,
around 7:30 p.m., and CVS, 1034 W.
Lake, around 7:36 p.m.

Witnesses at all of the locations de-
scribed the offender as a White male
armed with a knife who wore a leather
jacket and bandana across his face.

Man stabbed, critically wounded
by shoplifter
at River North Walgreens

A shoplifter repeatedly stabbed a
man who saw him stealing merchan-
dise from a Walgreens store in River
North on March 6, according to a CPD
report. The 51-year-old victim is in
critical condition.

Police said the victim “made a ver-
bal attempt to intervene” when he
saw the shoplifter concealing mer-
chandise from a shelf at the store, 641
N. Clark, around 10:38 p.m.

The shoplifter became irate, pulled
out a sharp object, and stabbed the
victim repeatedly, police said. He then
left the store.

Police said the victim suffered mul-
tiple lacerations to his face and neck
and stab wounds to his legs. EMS took
him to Northwestern Memorial Hos-
pital.

CPD did not release any suspect
description information. A police
spokesperson said they were unable
to confirm if the victim was a custom-
er or employee of the store.

Ex-boyfriend killed
Albany Park woman
who was found in car last month

An Albany Park woman who was
found shot to death in her car last
month was killed by her ex-boyfriend
after a recent break-up, prosecu-
tors said March 6. Umar Ayuba, 32, is
charged with first-degree murder in
the death of Azucena Vargas, 42, on
the 3300 block of W. Cuyler late on
Feb. 25.

Vargas and Ayuba met while work-
ing at the same Domino’s pizza res-
taurant, Assistant State’s Attorney
Kevin Meehan said, but she ended the
relationship in January.

Meehan said Vargas drove home
and parked near her home after
working at the restaurant on Feb. 25.

Accused CTA Red Line robber
goes from “Give up your sh*t”
to “Can | get an I-Bond” in record time

A man accused of attacking and
robbing a CTA Red Line passenger in
the Loop may have gone from “Give
up your sh*t!” to “Can | get an I-Bond?”
in record time.

It happened in felony bond court
after prosecutors charged Nygel

Goodman, 20, with attacking and try-
ing to rob a man on the train at Jack-
son March 4. Goodman'’s efforts to be
given a recognizance bond on violent
attempted robbery charges weren't
successful.

Prosecutors
said witnesses
flagged down
cops patrolling
the Jackson
station to alert
them to a rob-

bery in prog-

ress on a train
Nygel Goodman around  6:25
s pm.

The victim was sitting on the train
when Goodman and two juveniles
started arguing with him, and Good-
man punched him in the face, accord-
ing to the allegations. One of the ju-
veniles began punching the victim’s
face, too.

“Give up your sh*t!” Goodman al-
legedly yelled. “Give me your f**king
headphones!”

Prosecutors said he then tried to
snatch the victim’s headphones from
his hands.

CTA surveillance cameras allegedly
recorded the entire incident. Police ar-
rested Goodman at the scene.

He is charged with attempted rob-
bery and aggravated battery of a tran-
sit passenger.

His public defender said he recent-
ly graduated high school and works
as a convenience store cashier. He has
no criminal convictions in his back-
ground, prosecutors said.

Judge Charles Beach set his bail
at $50,000 with electronic monitor-

ing, meaning Goodman must post
a $5,000 deposit to go home on
house arrest.

That's when Goodman, against
the advice of Assistant Public De-
fender Carolyn Howard, tried to
negotiate.

“l cannot post that, sir,” Good-
man began. “Can | get an I-Bond w/
electronic monitoring, please?”

An |-Bond, or individual recog-
nizance bond, would require no
monetary payment for release.

“You cannot get an I-Bond, sir,”
Beach replied. “You committed an
act of violence, and it's contained
on video.”

“Allegedly,” Howard countered.

“But we did not, but....” Good-
man stammered.

“Sir! Sirl Stop talking,” advised
Howard. “He’s not going to change
the bond. Okay? You have another
court date.”

“Ms.Howard'’s absolutely correct.
Once I've made up my mind, | very
rarely change it, so...."

“Canyou try to changeit?” Good-
man begged. “Please, sir. I'm in
school and everything.”

“l appreciate you're in school.
Perhaps that should have been the
focus that night rather than what
else you were doing that night,”
Beach offered.

“But | did not strike him multiple
times,” Goodman continued, as a
court reporter diligently recorded
every word that he was warned
prosecutors might use against him.

“Sir! Sir! Sir! Sir!” Howard inter-
rupted. “Don’t talk about your case
... You're done at this point.”

With that, Goodman apparently
accepted his fate — at least un-
til another judge reviews his bail
conditions on Friday. CPD did not
immediately respond to an inquiry
about what charges, if any, were
filed against juveniles in the case.

Before she got out of the car, Ayuba
walked up, shot her one time in the
head, took her phone, and drove away
in a van, according to Meehan. One of
Vargas' relatives later found her body
in the car.

Investigators collected “extensive”
surveillance video evidence that
tracks Ayuba’s van before and after
the murder.

The vehicle, registered to Ayuba’s
mother, is seen arriving at the Dom-
ino’s and waiting until Vargas’ shift
ends. It then traveled to the area of
Vargas’ home before returning to
Ayuba'’s residence, Meehan alleged.

Police executed a search warrant
at Ayuba’s home and allegedly found
Vargas' stolen phone in his sock draw-
er. Meehan said Ayuba admitted that
he went to Vargas’ home to talk about
their relationship but shot her and
took her phone.

Ayuba was hospitalized Sunday
and did not attend his bail hearing. He
has no known criminal background.

Judge Kelly McCarthy ordered Ayu-
ba held in lieu of $1 million cash bail.
That means he must post a full $1 mil-
lion in cash to get out of jail. State law
generally bars judges from holding
defendants without bail if they are not
physically present for the hearing.

Prospective buyer carjacked
an Avondale couple during
a test drive, prosecutors say

An Avondale couple that offered
their car for sale on Facebook was
carjacked at gunpoint by a man who
showed up for a test drive, prosecu-
tors said March 10.

The hijacker showed up for an
appointment at the couple’s home

around 1 p.m. March 6 with a wom-
an, and they agreed to go for a test
drive. The husband sat in the back
seat while his pregnant wife sat in
the front passenger seat and the
future carjacker took the wheel, As-
sistant State’s Attorney Sean Kelly
said.

After driving a short distance, the
hijacker asked to see the car’s title
and then snatched it from the wife's
hands while displaying a hand-
gun. The hijacker took the couple’s
phones and ordered the couple out
of the car on the 3700 block of W.
George. He drove away with their
car, followed by the other woman in
a separate vehicle.

Police initially tracked the sto-
len phones to a home where Malik
Shears lives, Kelly said.

The next day, Shears had the hi-
jacked car’s title registered in his
girlfriend’s name shortly before po-
lice pulled the vehicle over with the
girlfriend driving and Shears in the
passenger seat, said Kelly.

Prosecutors charged Shears, 21,
with aggravated vehicular hijacking
and armed robbery with a firearm.
No charges were announced against
his girlfriend.

Kelly said the husband could not
identify Shears in a photo line-up,
but his wife identified Shears as the
hijacker. He said Shears, who has no
criminal convictions, told police he
paid $3,200 for the car.

Shears’ defense attorney said the
case will be a “credibility question.”

Judge Kelly McCarthy denied a
prosecution request to hold Shears
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Cook County needs you!

Get out of the city,

and into the country...
poll workers needed

in suburban Cook County

Get out of the city and do your
part for local democracy by be-
coming an election judge for the
suburbs.

City folks can do their part for
local democracy and earn some
cash in the process by registering
to serve as an Election Judge for
the Cook County Clerk’s Office
in the June 28, for this year’s Gu-
bernatorial Primary Election.

Clerk Karen A. Yarbrough is
encouraging all residents to con-
sider serving as an Election Judge
or Polling Place Technician to
work on Election Day. The Clerk’s
Office administers elections in all
Cook County suburbs and has
1,430 precincts that will require
staffing with multiple Election
Judges.

Election Judges are paid $200
and Polling Place Technicians
$365 and the Clerk’s Office pro-
vides training for both positions.

The Clerk’s Office is also put-
ting out a call to encourage high

school and college students to
consider serving as judges as well
as residents who are bilingual.
“Our Judges are the gatekeep-
ers for election operations and
their work is critically impor-
tant to keeping election day op-
erations running smoothly,” said

Yarbrough. “They are also the

unsung heroes of our democratic

process who provide a vital pub-
lic service to voters on Election

Day.”

The two judge positions avail-
able include:

e Election Judge: These judges
greet voters, sign them in
and work together to ensure
the polling place is running
smoothly and voters are prop-
erly served. This position pays
$200.

¢ Polling Place Technician: Tech-
nicians work with election
judges to check supplies and
equipment and assist with the
setup, maintenance, and break-
down of election equipment.
Due to the additional equip-
ment responsibilities, Polling
Place Technicians receive addi-
tional training and earn $365.

Election Judges must be a reg-
istered Cook County voter or an
eligible college or high school
student (16 or older). The Clerk’s

“Our Judges are

the gatekeepers for
election operations and
their work is critically
important to keeping
election day operations
running smoothly,”
said Karen Yarbrough.

office is also in need of bilingual
Election Judges in many pre-
cincts with high concentrations of
Spanish, Chinese, Hindi, Korean,
Tagalog, Polish, Russian, Ukrai-
nian, Gujarati, Urdu, and Arabic-
speaking voters who are not pro-
ficient in English and may need
special assistance at the polls.
Anyone who wishes to serve
on Election Day is encouraged to
apply as soon as possible, so they
will have time to take a required
training class that best fits their
schedule. Prospective Election
Day workers can apply online at:
cookcountyclerk.com/work.

Man accused of stealing
14-year-old’s phone
disagrees with judge’s bail decision

‘You must think I'm f*cking made out of money or something!’

BY CWBCHICAGO

When we last told you about
Kendale Chavez, it was almost
Christmas and he had just told
a bond court judge that the bur-
glary charges prosecutors filed
against him were “bullsh*t.”

Chavez was just as colorful
when he appeared in bond court
again March 9 to face new charg-
es after allegedly stealing a 14-
year-old’s phone in Rogers Park.

The judge ordered him held in
lieu of $20,000 bail.

“You must think I'm f**king
made out of money or something!”
Chavez popped off in response to
Judge Susana Ortiz’s order. She
also ordered him held without
bail for violating the bond terms
in those burglary still-pending
burglary cases.

The 14-year-old boy was on the
1500 block of W. Albion when
Chavez, 25, rode up to him on a
bike around 5:30 p.m. Monday,
according to police and Assistant
State’s Attorney Sean Kelly.

Chavez ordered the teen to
hand over his stuff and then rode
away with the boy’s iPhone and
iPod, Kelly said.

Police tracked the phone’s sig-
nal and arrested Chavez March
8. He was allegedly carrying the
phone when they found him. At
the police station, Chavez flailed
his arms and pretended to head
butt officers before they got him
under control.

Prosecutors charged him with
theft, assault, and three narcotics
counts.

Assistant Public Defender Su-
zin Farber said Chavez has been
working for DoorDash and is the

father of two.

In December, Assistant State’s
Attorney Loukas Kalliantasis
said Chavez was caught carrying
a bag containing a pry bar, screw-
driver, black gloves, a key fob du-
plicator, and
a set of keys
that were al-
legedly taken
from inside
a man’s West
Rogers Park
apartment.

“That’s
bullsh*t,bro,”
Chavez interjected as Kalliantasis
ran down the list of things police
allegedly found in his bag.

“As much as you might find
that an eloquent argument,” Judge
David Navarro replied, “It’s not
gonna work on your behalf.”

It was the third burglary-related
prosecutors filed against Chavez
since May 2021.

All things considered, Chavez
has historically enjoyed spec-
tacular success in criminal cases
ranging from home invasion to as-
sault with a machete to burglary,

Kendale Chavez

according to court records.

In Nov. 2018, he was charged
with aggravated battery causing
great bodily harm for beating a
senior citizen in an Uptown alley,
according to court records. He
received three years for that case,
which is the most serious punish-
ment he ever received.

One month before that inci-
dent, he was charged with theft
and possession of a controlled
substance on the North Side. He
went AWOL until police arrested
him in the Uptown attack, records
show. Prosecutors dropped the
theft and possession charges ten
days later.

And two months before that,
he was charged with two misde-
meanor counts of aggravated as-
sault with a machete in Cicero.
Prosecutors dropped the charges
at his next court appearance.

One year earlier, in 2017, he
was charged with Class X felony
home invasion. Prosecutors al-
lowed him to plead guilty to a
reduced charge of misdemeanor
criminal trespass to a residence.
He received probation.
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Man gets probation
for robbing 62-year-old blind man
at Roosevelt CTA station

BY CWBCHICAGO

A man has received three years
of mental health probation for bat-
tering and robbing a blind man at
the Roosevelt Red Line CTA sta-
tion on Oct. 19, 2020.

Denzel Mukes, 31, was on bail
for aggravated battery of a CTA
employee when he jumped the
62-year-old victim in the station’s
pedestrian tunnel around 7:20
a.m.

Prosecutors said CTA video
showed Mukes walking up be-
hind the victim as the man walked
with a cane inside the station. He
allegedly reached into the man’s
pockets, but the victim realized
what was happening, and the two
began to struggle until the victim
fell to the floor.

Mukes then pulled on the vic-
tim’s tote bag,dragging him across

gales of this b
support T

Along My Route

in
L Chicagoland
i 1968-1975

Gary D. Cole

7

Due to “Newsboy’s

reading.

critical media source.”

ook at :
HIS newspaper:

od, including the 1968 Democratic National Convention,
the collapse of the 1969 Cubs, and the Chicago 7 trial.
focus on neighborhood and news
coverage, all net proceeds ($10 for every copy sold) from
sales at The Book Cellar through July 1, 2022 will be
donated to Inside Publications - this newspaper you're

“Independent, community-based journalism is facing
an existential crisis,” said Cole. “A collaboration among
a local bookstore, a publisher of neighborhood
newspapers, and an author of a community-grounded
memoir struck me as an ideal way to support this

the floor until Mukes gained con-
trol of the bag, prosecutors said.
A witness followed Mukes onto a
CTA bus and
helped police
locate  him
after the rob-
bery. Officers
said Mukes
had the vic-
tim’s bag
when  they
arrested him,
and he admitted to the crime.

Mukes pleaded guilty to aggra-
vated robbery of a handicapped
person and received his sentence
from Judge Joseph Claps, accord-
ing to court records. He was on
bail for battering a CTA bus driv-
er at the time of the robbery. The
status of that case was not imme-
diately available.

Denzel Mukes

the Book Cellar

“Newsboy” is a child-

hood memoir that revolves
around author Gary D.
Cole’s Chicagoland newspa-
per route during the 1960s
and ‘70s.

The book is both a portrayal
of the young narrator’s
community, paper route,
and customers, as well as

a chronicle of his efforts as a
boy to process the

dizzying news events that
he tracked in the newspaper
during this turbulent peri-

Chicago Tribune columnist and WGN Radio host
Rick Kogan called “Newsboy” a “terrific book.”

Acclaimed television producer Mike Kelley described “News-

boy” as “something truly special - a wholly
compelling story that everyone can relate to but only one
person could ever tell”

Buy the book at The Book Cellar

www.bookcellarinc.com 773-293-2665

4736 N Lincoln Ave.

News tips? Call 773-465-9700
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founder, celebrating Trinity Out-
reach Day, opening up the dance
group for interested children. Be-
gorah.

NEW PUB: Paul O’Reilly just
opened his new Irish saloon in
Little Italy, The Embassy Public
House at 1435 W. Taylor, welcom-
ing fellow publicans Eamonn
Vaughan, Conor O’Keefe, Ea-
monn Cummins along with
Clancy, Bobby, and Brian.

BUENA UNDERPASS: The

PIANO
TUNING

David Westling
Serving Chicagoland for 25 years

Specializing in Steinway Grands

773-271-7633
dwestling@sbcglobal.net
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WORKING HARD

Uptown pedestrian tunnel under
N. Lake Shore Dr. reopened after
closure due to crumbling con-
crete. The Buena Ave. underpass
was determined to be structurally
sound after city officials closed it
for repairs late last month. Now if
we could just do something about
the Hooverville that’s set up in
Lincoln Park east of Uptown.

COVID OVER: The COVID-
19 scare must be over, because the
Gay Pride Parade is back on for
2022. Nowhere are there more
tightly-packed people than those
standing street-side at this Boys-
town affair.

THE CHICAGO SYMPHO-
NY: This March at Symphony
Center are dazzling masterpieces
including Hector Berlioz’s Sym-
phonie Fantastique, plus the re-
turn of the brilliant Ax, Kavakos
and Ma trio, jazz heavyweights
The Bad Plus and Greg Ward’s
Rogue Parade, and Jurassic Park
in Concert plus much more. Get
tickets today.

CONCERTS AMID
ANTIQUES: Golden Triangle’s
Doug Van Tress overseeing In-
stallation day at a true dream
house and dream project, cele-

IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

Curt Rose | 773.301.7276 | curt@®mbluxurygroup.com
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BARRY * REGENT o .

+ Shorten/lengthen hems + Take in/let out waists
+ Shorten/lengthen sleeves * Take in/taper seams

+ Install new linings + Mend or replace broken zippers

+ Install new pockets + Replace missing buttons, snaps, hooks etc.
Fitting room hours: Tues-Sat 10 am to 5:30 pm

3000 N. Broadway * 773-348-5510
www.barryregentcleaners.com

Thad Wong and Luis Zurias.

Richard Robin

Shaun Rajah

brating the Golden Triangle’s first
concert at 2035 W. Grand, making
it a regular thing. Check out gold-
entriangle.biz to join the mailing
list for upcoming events. Have an
idea for a performer? DM him.

GOLF NEWS: Congratula-
tions to Richard Robin for win-
ning the club championship in his
flight by 3 strokes and scoring a
79 on the second day of the tour-
nament at Tamarisk country club
in Palm Springs, CA.

BALLET: In Dublin Chicago’s
Christopher Clinton Conway
showcasing Ballet Ireland, the
National Ballet of Ireland, return-
ing to the American stage this
April with a triple-bill of exhila-
rating and dynamic choreography
in “Bold Moves 2022.”

FRESH COFFEE: Thad
Wong introducing his guy, Luis
Zurias, who just opened Olor
Coffee at 1013 W. Webster. Cof-
fee made with pure love and it’s
our new favorite “go to.” Stop by
and check it out.

PARIS JOURNAL: Shaun
Rajah at the Yves St. Laurant
Museum in Paris, dining at Res-
taurant Le Train Bleu Paris, 8th
arrondissement, later noshing
on a baguette. The French don’t
snack, he says, but tear off the end
of a fresh baguette (which, if it’s
warm, it’s practically impossible
to resist) to eat as they leave the
boulangerie.

TO UKRAINE: Pope Francis
has sent Polish Cardinal Konrad
Karjewski, the Papal Almoner
who cares for the homeless at the
Vatican, to Ukraine.

REQUIEM: Cardinal Agosti-
no Cacciavillan, apostolic nuncio
to the United States from 1990 to
1998, recently died in his Vatican
apartment, at 95 years old. A pol-
ished diplomat and a kindly man.

ALL AROUND THE
WORLD: Service Club Tea with
beautiful Tina Gravel, birthday
girl Melinsa Jakovich-Lagrange
and lovely Elyse Kennard,
Lauren Lein Cavanaugh and
Bethany Florek too.

WHO’S WHERE: Loyola
U coach Drew Valentine was
pumped to have Sister Jean
BVM back for March Madness...
Maria Pappas partying and sing-
ing with Carol at Himmel’s on
Lawrence... Ken Norgan dined

at Milos in South Beach, Miami
with longtime friend from Wi-
esbaden, Germany, Sebastian
Krug... Candace and Chuck
Jordan dining at Elisabetta’s,
West Palm Beach -- working and
playing... Heather Farley at Ta-
ble 26 in West Palm Beach with
Nancy Kempf... Dr. Rose Gomez
very alpine in Grindelwahl, Swit-
zerland... Film producer Ferdia
Doherty in the Hollywood Hills
toasting @hillsixteenfeatures
for a stellar opening of the Chi-
cago Irish Film Festival where it
all began... Edward Galvin at
Theater on the Lake for the Irish
Film Festival... Retired Judge
Rhoda Sweeney with daughters
and U of Miami grandchildren
delighted with surprise family
dinner at Swan in Miami, FL...
Delores McBain, WMAQ station
relations chief, has died at 74...
Adam Zebelian of Schiller Du-
Canto & Fleck shared insights on
his legal career successes as a fea-
tured panelist of the The Chicago
Bar Association’s MCLE program
“Chicago’s Top Attorneys Under
40”... Catherine O’Connell hav-
ing just a little get-together with
a tribe of O’Connells, McGov-
erns and many of the outlaws,
aged from 11 mos. to 85 yrs...
Julia Regan was Confirmation
sponsor at St. Barnabas in Bev-
erly for Jack Smith, son of Jim
and Margaret Houlihan Smith,
while Bebhinn Doherty was also
Confirmed with Aunt Maureen
Gainer Reilly as sponsor... WGN
radio lawyer Karen Conti saying
“hi” to her favorite officer, Dan-
ny Brown, at Tavern on Rush, his
beat... Kudos to broker Toni De
Meola for her recognized success
with Berkshire-Hathaway Home-
services... Linda and Richard
Robin overjoyed at visit of son,
Neal Robin and wife, Ashley,
to Palm Springs... Antroinette
Cahill and Kathleen Fitzgerald
at The Europe Hotel and Resort
in Killarney, Ireland... Brian
Rody enjoying Siesta Key Beach
in Florida, voted #1 beach in the
country... “Slainte,” documenta-
rist Mark O’Malley and violin-
ist Patricia Treacy, joined res-
taurateur Ferdia Doherty and
the Art Institute’s Nora Gainer
Doherty at Rose O’Neill’s table
for the Irish Fellowship Club’s St.

Patrick’s Dinner... Kathy Wolt-
er Mondelli whose sweet little
pooch, Bella, is finally home
from surgery.

RIP TOM JUSTIC: Father
Jerry Boland, on sabbatical in
Rome and doing spring break in
Zagreb, Croatia, offering a me-
morial Mass for dear friend, Tom
Justic at an historic church. Tom
was a wonderful parishioner at
Holy Family when Boland was
pastor. Tom was very proud of
his Croatian heritage, traveling
there a few years ago with the
whole family. Prayers sent to his
awesome wife, Jane Justic, and
their beautiful family at this time
of loss.

SPRUNG SPRING: Honor-
ary Mayor of Old Town, Shelley
Howard, encourages us to look to
Spring, it’s time for “Me, Martin
and Mr. Leather.” His honor mak-
ing his Spring debut at Sushi Sat-
urday at Kamehachi on Wells St.

BIRTHDAY ROAD TRIP:
Jim Kinney off to the gracious
Greenbrier Resort in White Sul-
fur Springs, WVA, for American
designer Dorthy Draper’s Week-
end, and seeing friend, famed de-
signer Carlton Varney. But first
staying in Charleston - named
after Jim’s 8th great grandfather.
And treasuring a birthday pres-
ent of a first edition of Ward Mc
Allister’s “Society as I Have
Found It”—the character featured
in “The Gilded Age” by Julian
Fellowes. Jim, you are Ward
McAllister.

LOVE TRIUMPHS: Kath-
erine FitzGerald, the Doyen of
Glin Castle, and daughter of our
late Irish Georgian pal, Desmond
FitzGerald, the Knight of Glin,
has let it be known that she and
her well-known actor husband,
Dominic West, of “The Wire,”
and “The Crown,” are reconciling
their marriage full steam ahead
after his alleged dalliance with
actress, Lily James in 2020. The
couple were spotted shopping to-
gether recently at London’s Jubi-
lee Market.

The accomplice to the crime
of corruption is frequently our
own indifference.

-- Bess Myerson

tog515@gmail.com



The ubiquitous Chicago Com-
mon Brick may be taken for
granted here in its hometown,
but is quite special to the outside
world.

The Edgewater Historical So-
ciety [EHS] will host a program
during their annual meeting
10:30 a.m. Saturday, March 19,
on the Brick of Chicago with Will
Quam, architectural photographer
and brick historian.

The program will take place at
the Edgewater Branch Library,
6000 N. Broadway, in the Betty
A. Barclay Community Room.
The program is free to the public.

Bricks have been around for a
very long time. In fact, they were
made in nearly the same way for
thousands of years, using clay, fire
and water. Fired bricks have been
used since circa 5000 BC.

Quam found a space in his life
to study his passion for Chicago’s
most plentiful building material
— the brick. Through his Brick of
Chicago Instagram, website, and
walking tours, Quam works tire-
lessly to explore and celebrate the
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Tales of the world famous Chlcago Common Bricks

(L) Will Quam, architectural photographer and brick historian. (R) English Bond brick at Old Town School of Folk

Music, 4544 N. Lincoln Ave.

glories of the baked clay that is all
around us.

During the Great Chicago Fire
of 1871, hundreds of people died
and over four square miles of the
city were destroyed. After the
fire, the city was rebuilt, much of
it with what we now know as Chi-

cago Common Brick.

Today, antique bricks have
become popular building mate-
rial. They give a building charm,
character and time-tested style.
Salvaged from old buildings, re-
claimed bricks age beautifully.
The rough edges, pockmarks, and

old stains lend texture and integ-
rity to buildings, qualities that
you just cannot get from newer
materials.

Identifying  authentic =~ Chi-
cago bricks is easy when you
know what to look for. These
bricks looked different primarily

because they were made with the
grayish blue clay deposited by the
last glacier. When fired, the high
temperatures turned the blue clay
salmon or buff colors. The result-
ing bricks were very durable, as
well as breathable. These com-
mon bricks were cheap and abun-
dant, in part because at that time
people preferred the more uni-
form look of factory made bricks.
Today, those bricks are highly
prized for their irregularities.

On Saturday Quam will chron-
icle the history of brick architec-
ture in Chicago, and feature his
photographs of some of his favor-
ite “piles of bricks” in Edgewater
and neighborhoods across Chi-
cago.

He will also preview some of
his walking tours for the 2022
season.

At 10:30 a.m. EHS will host
their annual meeting, recap their
past year, present candidates for
the Board, and announce plans
for 2022-23.

Weiss donates medical supplies,

facilitates connections durmg the Ukrainian crisis

On March 2, Weiss Memorial
Hosp. CEO Irene Dumanis re-
ceived an email from a “friend
of a friend.” The sender asked if
the hospital could donate medical
supplies to aid Ukraine hospitals
and civilian freedom fighters in
desperate need of basic health re-
sources.

Dumanis responded quickly,
aware of the dire situation Ukrai-
nians are facing.

“I am very concerned for the
welfare of the Ukrainian citi-
zens,” she said. “I follow the
news stories. My husband and I
are from the former Soviet Union.
We have many friends in Russia
and Ukraine. We also fear for the
safety of our Russian friends, as
they speak out against the war,”
said Dumanis.

Val Syganevich, a Ukrainian
entrepreneur with many personal
and business contacts throughout
the United States and Ukraine,
is the “friend of a friend” who
reached out to Dumanis to secure
the donation of medical supplies.

“Starting on day one, I sent
thousands of emails to every con-
tact I have, and they sent thou-
sands more,” said Syganevich. “I
use [social media] to spread the
word about the suffering people
in Ukraine and through direct
messaging I connect people who
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Weiss CEO Irene Dumanis and Associate Chief Medical Officer
Dr. Suzanne Pham secured a donation of medical supplies for Ukraine.

want to donate money and medi-
cal supplies to organizations and
leaders on the ground who can
distribute these resources directly
to the people who need them.”
Dumanis worked with the
pharmacy departments of Weiss

and sister hospital West Suburban
Medical Center in Oak Park to
gather medical provisions.

The donation includes a wide
range of drugs, first aid supplies
and surgical instruments.

While supplies were being
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gathered, Dumanis had an idea
about how to make a much big-
ger impact. After learning how
connected Syganevich is to lead-
ers on the ground in Ukraine, she
connected Syganevich to Inter-
national Medical Corps [IMC],
a humanitarian aid organization
delivering emergency relief and
medical related services to those
affected by the Ukrainian crisis.
Enlisting the help of Suzanne
Pham, MD, associate chief medi-
cal officer at Weiss, Pham ar-
ranged a meeting.

According to IMC, there is an
urgent need for basic medical
supplies because humanitarian
organizations are faced with sig-
nificant challenges in delivering
aid to Ukrainian refugees.

“My role is to ‘connect the dots’
— and my connection with Irene is
one example. Through her, I con-
nected with IMC, and then con-
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nected the organization to Ukrai-
nian leaders who can help with
the logistics of delivering supplies
to the people of Ukraine,” said
Syganevich.

And IMC says you can help,
too, by donating to one of the
many organizations that is help-
ing during the Ukrainian cri-
sis, such as IMC, American Red
Cross, Americares, Care, Direct
Relief and Project Hope.
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without bail. Instead, she set bail at
$150,000 and ordered him to go onto
electronic monitoring upon posting a

10% deposit bond.

Hijackings during test drives are
rare but not unheard of. Data com-
piled by the Cook County Sheriff's
Office shows slightly less than 1% of
all hijackings in the county last year

involved social media ruses.

Armed carjackings reported

in North Center and Rogers Park

A couple was robbed and carjacked
while unloading their SUV in North
Center on March 12, police said. Then

in Rogers Park.

the sedan, police said.

on the morning of March 13, a woman
was robbed and carjacked at gunpoint

Saturday’s hijacking unfolded on
the 3900 block of N. Damen at 6:54
p.m. A 31-year-old man and a 26-year-
old woman were unloading their Audi
Q5 when two men stepped out of a
dark-colored sedan with two guns, ac-
cording to a CPD spokesperson.

The offenders pointed the guns at
the victims and went through their
pockets. Both men entered the cou-
ple’s car and drove away, followed by

Cops found the stolen car aban-
doned on the 3300 block of W. Carroll
in Garfield Park a short time later, the

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

spokesperson said.
Officers at the hijacking scene said

today, according to the city’s
reduction dashboard.”

the suspects were two Black men

between 20- and 30-years-old who
wore all black clothing.

In Rogers Park, four men robbed a
woman at gunpoint on the 7000 block
of N. Sheridan and took her silver Nis-
san Altima around 5:50 a.m. The victim
flagged down a passing Uber driver
for help after the hijacking.

No description of the Rogers Park
suspects was available.

While hijacking reports are down
compared to this time in 2021, the
year-over-year decline has narrowed
from 23% at the end of January to 11%
at the end of February to about 6%

ing.

Seven-time felon
on electronic monitoring
for burglary and auto theft,
is charged with burglary
and auto theft in Streeterville

A seven-time convicted felon who
was supposed to be on electronic
monitoring (EM) for burglary and pos-
sessing a stolen motor vehicle was ar-
rested in Streeterville last week with a
stolen motor vehicle while possessing
burglary tools, prosecutors said. And
he escaped from electronic monitor-

T,

violence

his house on Sept. 30 and left his cut-
off ankle monitor behind, Assistant

State’s Attorney Loukas Kalliantasis

said. The judge overseeing Moore’s
pending burglary and stolen vehicle
cases issued a warrant for his arrest,
but he remained in the wind until
shortly after 9 p.m. March 9.

That's when a maintenance work-
er at the 400 N. McClurg building
called 911 about a theft in progress.
Police arrived to find Moore sitting
on a motorcycle with its lights on,
but the ignition off, Kalliantasis said.
Mooreallegedly struggled with police.
Officers tazed him and took him

Anthony Moore, 63, walked out of
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| North Township Real Estate For Sale

Rogers Park Township Real Estate For Sale

“ Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
NEWREZ LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE
SERVICING

Plaintiff,

-

MIGUEL DE LA MORA, YOLANDA DE LA MORA,
2020 LINCOLN PARK WEST CONDOMINIUM AS-
SOCIATION

Defendants

2021 CH 05158

2020 N. LINCOLN PARK W #6M

CHICAGO, IL 60614

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on January 19, 2022, an agent for
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on
April 21, 2022, at The Judicial Sales Corporation,
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago,
IL, 60608, sell at a public sale to the highest bid-
der, as set forth below, the following described real
estate:

Commonly known as 2020 N. LINCOLN PARK W
#6M, CHICAGO, IL 60614

Property Index No. 14-33-208-028-1063 (Vol. 494)
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $447,516.09.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judicial
Sales Corporation. No third party checks will be ac-
cepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale fee
for the Abandoned Residential Property Municipality
Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential real
estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or fraction
thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not to
exceed $300, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is
due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall be
paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential real
estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or by
any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor

acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in
and to the residential real estate arose prior to the
sale. The subject property is subject to general real
estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale
without any representation as to quality or quantity
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished
to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact JOHNSON, BLUMBERG
& ASSOCIATES, LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 230 W.

Monroe Street, Suite #1125, Chicago, IL, 60606
(312) 541-9710. Please refer to file number 21
8980.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

JOHNSON, BLUMBERG & ASSOCIATES, LLC
230 W. Monroe Street, Suite #1125

Chicago IL, 60606

312-541-9710

E-Mail: ilpleadings @johnsonblumberg.com
Attorney File No. 21 8980

Attorney Code. 40342

Case Number: 2021 CH 05158

TJSC#: 42-728

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 2021 CH 05158

13189798

161616
090909

020202

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

161616
090909

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
SHERWIN ON THE LAKE CONDOMINIUM ASSO-
CIATION, BOARD OF MANAGERS

Plaintiff,

V.
KENNETH L. FOX II, VIRGINIA M. FOX
Defendants

2021CHO1752

1205 W. SHERWIN AVE UNIT 603 (A/K/A UNIT
604) CHICAGO, IL 60626

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on January 3, 2022, an agent for
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on
April 5, 2022, at The Judicial Sales Corporation,
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago,
IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest bid-
der, as set forth below, the following described real
estate:

Commonly known as 1205 W. SHERWIN AVE
UNIT 603 (A/K/A UNIT 604), CHICAGO, IL 60626
Property Index No. 11-29-318-014-1128

The real estate is improved with a residence.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judicial
Sales Corporation. No third party checks will be ac-
cepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale fee
for the Abandoned Residential Property Municipal-
ity Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential
real estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or frac-
tion thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not
to exceed $300, in certified funds/or wire transfer,
is due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall
be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential

real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or
by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor
acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in
and to the residential real estate arose prior to the
sale. The subject property is subject to general real
estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale
without any representation as to quality or quantity
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confir-
mation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts

foreclosure sales.

For information, examine the court file, CODILIS &
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.

15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527

630-794-5300

E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com

Attorney File No. 14-21-00574

Attorney ARDC No. 00468002

Attorney Code. 21762

Case Number: 2021CH01752

TJSC#: 42-684

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 2021CH01752

13188241

020202

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
‘We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
GRANVILLE TOWER CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIA-
TION

Plaintiff,

V.-

HILDA ESCOBAR, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS

Defendants

21 CH 01698

6166 N. SHERIDAN ROAD, UNIT 20G

CHICAGO, IL 60660

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale
entered in the above cause on January 14, 2022,
an agent for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at
10:30 AM on April 15, 2022, at The Judicial Sales
Corporation, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite
35R, Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following
described real estate:

Commonly known as 6166 N. SHERIDAN
ROAD, UNIT 20G, CHICAGO, IL 60660
Property Index No. 14-05-210-024-1106
The real estate is improved with a residential con-
dominium.

The judgment amount was $155,764.19.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close of the sale payable to The
Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party checks
will be accepted. The balance, including the Judi-
cial Sale fee for the Abandoned Residential Prop-
erty Municipality Relief Fund, which is calculated
on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each
$1,000 or fraction thereof of the amount paid by the
purchaser not to exceed $300, in certified funds/or
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours.
No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the
residential real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the
sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or oth-
er lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose
rights in and to the residential real estate arose
prior to the sale. The subject property is subject
to general real estate taxes, special assessments,
or special taxes levied against said real estate and
is offered for sale without any representation as to
quality or quantity of title and without recourse to
Plaintiff and in “AS 1S” condition. The sale is further
subject to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this proper-
ty is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues

where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact EGAN & ALAILY LLC
Plaintiff's Attorneys, 20 South Clark Street, Suite
2120, Chicago, IL, 60603 (312) 253-8640. Please
refer to file number 21-107697.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

EGAN & ALAILY LLC

20 South Clark Street, Suite 2120

Chicago IL, 60603

312-253-8640

E-Mail: clerk@ea-atty.com

Attorney File No. 21-107697

Attorney ARDC No. 59515

Attorney Code. 59515

Case Number: 21 CH 01698

TJSC#: 42-363

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 21 CH 01698

161616

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY, FSB,
NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY
AS OWNER TRUSTEE FOR CASCADE FUNDING
MORTGAGE TRUST HB5

Plaintiff,

V.
JOSEPH M. MALHAM, UNKNOWN HEIRS AND
LEGATEES OF HOWELL J. MALHAM, UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA - SECRETARY OF HOUS-
ING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT, MALIBU
EAST CONDOMINIUM, UNKNOWN OWNERS
AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS, WILLIAM P.
BUTCHER, AS SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE
FOR HOWELL J. MALHAM (DECEASED)
Defendants

2021CHO4122

6033 N. SHERIDAN ROAD #6K

CHICAGO, IL 60660

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on December 17, 2021, an agent
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM
on April 11, 2022, at The Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chi-
cago, IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest
bidder, as set forth below, the following described
real estate:

Commonly known as 6033 N. SHERIDAN ROAD
#6K, CHICAGO, IL 60660

Property Index No. 14-05-215-017-1029

The real estate is improved with a condo/town-
house.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation. No third party checks will be
accepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale
fee for the Abandoned Residential Property Munici-
pality Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential
real estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or frac-
tion thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not
to exceed $300, in certified funds/or wire transfer,
is due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall
be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential
real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or by
any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor

acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in
and to the residential real estate arose prior to the
sale. The subject property is subject to general real
estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale
without any representation as to quality or quantity
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS
1S" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after
confirmation of the sale.

Where a sale of real estate is made to satisfy a
lien prior to that of the United States, the United
States shall have one year from the date of sale
within which to redeem, except that with respect
to a lien arising under the internal revenue laws
the period shall be 120 days or the period allow-
able for redemption under State law, whichever is
longer, and in any case in which, under the provi-
sions of section 505 of the Housing Act of 1950, as
amended (12 U.S.C. 1701k), and subsection (d) of
section 3720 of title 38 of the United States Code,
the right to redeem does not arise, there shall be no
right of redemption.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, examine the court file, CODILIS &
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.

15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527

630-794-5300

E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com

Attorney File No. 14-20-06242

Attorney ARDC No. 00468002

Attorney Code. 21762

Case Number: 2021CH04122

TJSC#: 41-3367

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 2021CH04122

13189211

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
PARK PLACE TOWER | CONDOMINIUM ASSO-
CIATION

Plaintiff,

V.-
SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE ESTATE
OF SANDEE GILLIGAN, UNKNOWN HEIRS AND
LEGATEES OF SANDEE GILLIGAN, UNKNOWN
OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants

2020 CH 695

655 WEST IRVING PARK ROAD, UNIT CO-07
AKIA CZ-07

CHICAGO, IL 60613

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on February 23, 2022, an agent
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM
on April 5, 2022, at The Judicial Sales Corporation,
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago,
IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest bid-
der, as set forth below, the following described real
estate:

Commonly known as 655 WEST IRVING PARK
ROAD, UNIT CO-07 A/K/A CZ-07, CHICAGO, IL
60613

Property Index No. 14-21-101-054-2128 (previously
building PIN 14-21-101-047-2128)

The real estate is improved with a poolside cabana.
The judgment amount was $25,485.04.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judicial
Sales Corporation. No third party checks will be ac-
cepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale fee
for the Abandoned Residential Property Municipality
Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential real
estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or fraction
thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not to
exceed $300, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is
due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall be
paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential real
estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or by
any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor
acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in
and to the residential real estate arose prior to the
sale. The subject property is subject to general real
estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale
without any representation as to quality or quantity
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is @ condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a

government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact Sandra A. Aguilera, ARON-
BERG GOLDGEHN DAVIS & GARMISA Plaintiff's
Attorneys, 330 N. WABASH AVE., SUITE 1700,
Chicago, IL, 60611 (312) 755-3165.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

Sandra A. Aguilera

ARONBERG GOLDGEHN DAVIS & GARMISA
330 N. WABASH AVE., SUITE 1700

Chicago IL, 60611

312-755-3165

E-Mail: saguilera@agdglaw.com

Attorney Code. 30375

Case Number: 2020 CH 695

TJSC#: 42-909

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 2020 CH 695

13189034

090909

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.

Plaintiff,

V-
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF ESTELLE
TERESE CHANDLER, 4240 NORTH CLARENDON
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, FEDERAL HOME
LOAN BANK OF CHICAGO, UNKNOWN OWNERS
AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS, THOMAS P.
QUINN, AS SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR
ESTELLE TERESE CHANDLER (DECEASED)
Defendants

2020CH02572

4240 NORTH CLARENDON AVENUE, UNIT 408-S
CHICAGO, IL 60613

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on December 7, 2021, an agent for
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on
March 28, 2022, at The Judicial Sales Corporation,
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago,
IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest bid-
der, as set forth below, the following described real
estate:

Commonly known as 4240 NORTH CLARENDON
AVENUE, UNIT 408-S, CHICAGO, IL 60613
Property Index No. 14-17-410-028-1029

The real estate is improved with a residence.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judicial
Sales Corporation. No third party checks will be ac-
cepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale fee
for the Abandoned Residential Property Municipality
Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential real
estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or fraction
thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not to
exceed $300, in certified fundsfor wire transfer, is
due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall be
paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential
real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or
by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor
acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in

and to the residential real estate arose prior to the
sale. The subject property is subject to general real
estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale
without any representation as to quality or quantity
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confir-
mation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, examine the court file, CODILIS &
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.

15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527

630-794-5300

E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com

Attorney File No. 14-20-01871

Attorney ARDC No. 00468002

Attorney Code. 21762

Case Number: 2020CH02572

TJSC#: 41-3308

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 2020CH02572

13187906

020202

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
‘We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700



POLICE BEAT from p. 14

into custody.

Police  determined that the
motorcycle’s ignition was completely
missing and reported stolen. Moore’s
backpack contained seven screwdriv-
ers, an electric multi-tool, two pairs of
pliers, and a set of needlenose pliers.

Prosecutors charged Moore with
possessing a stolen motor vehicle,
possession of burglary tools, aggra-
vated battery of police, criminal tres-
pass, and resisting.

Kalliantasis said he was convicted
of possessing stolen motor vehicles
three times in 2012. He was also con-
victed of burglary that year. Moore
has previous stolen motor vehicle
convictions in 2006 and 2001.

Judge David Navarro set bail at
$50,000 on charges stemming from
the Streeterville incident. Navarro
also ordered Moore held without
bail on an escape warrant and for the
already-pending felony charges.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com
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Chicago Gay Pride Parade to return for 2022

She’s back!

One of the most popular weeks
and weekends in Chicago will be
returning in 2022, Chicago Pride
Parade on June 26.

Gay Pride events return to
America’s first recognized LG-
BTQ community the weekend
before the 2022 Chicago Pride
Parade, during the Chicago Pride
Fest June 17-19.

The parade was canceled in
the summers of 2020 and 2021
due to the government-imposed
pandemic lockdown. Last year’s
Pride Fest was delayed until early
October.

The festival features live mu-
sic by headline artists and local
favorites, three stages, food and
drink, 100+ arts/crafts vendors,
DJ’s and dancing, drag shows,
pet parade, sponsored presence,
games, giveaways and more.

While the parade itself is a ma-

This year’s Pride Parade will be the first solely organized by Tim Frye, of
PRIDEChicago, after his husband, Richard Pfeiffer, died in Oct. 2019 at
age 70. Pfeiffer had coordinated the event since 1974. The 2022 parade

will be dedicated in his honor.

jor national draw, at times putting
well over 500,000 people on the
streets of Uptown and Lakeview.

The popular Pride Parade will

begin at noon at the corner of
Montrose Ave. and Broadway,
and will follow its usual route
and end at the corner of Diversey

Pkwy. and Sheridan Rd. in Lin-
coln Park.

Pride Parade organizer Tim
Frye said the parade will be a wel-
come relief after being canceled
the past two years. He said forms
for those interested in participat-
ing in the parade will be available
this week. For more information
visit northalsted.com/pridefest.

This year’s parade will be the
first solely organized by Tim
Frye, of PRIDEChicago, after his
husband, Richard Pfeiffer, died in
October 2019 at age 70. Pfeiffer
had coordinated the event since
1974. The 2022 parade will be
dedicated in his honor.

Organizers say the events are
dependent on COVID-19 condi-
tions in Illinois, as well as state
and local protocols.

Service Director

/Classifieds

To place an ad, call 773.465.9700

E-mail: insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com
Deadline: 5pm Mondays

State of lllinois Surplus Property Online Auction -
WEEKLY auctions throughout the year! Equipment,
watches, boats, vehicles, knives, jewelry and much
more... iBid.illinois.gov

Cars For Sale

1981 Olds Regal 98, V-8 diesel engine, 90K miles,
$1981. Call 773-818-0808

Commercial Space for Rent

Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 800 to
1000 square feet, $15 per foot / UP. Three-year
lease @ $15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven
funds. 773-772-0808 please leave message.

Dogs/Pets/Livestock

Use Seal N Heal™ to seal wounds on dogs & cats
with a bitter taste to prevent gnawing, allow healing.

At Tractor Supply™ (www.happyjackinc.com)

Train online to do medical billing! Become a Medical
Office Professional at CTI! Get trained & certified
to work in months! 888-572-6790. The Mission,
Program Information and Tuition is located at
CareerTechnical.edu/consumer-information.  (M-F

Farm Equipment

EARN $15,000 - $40,000 OVER 5 YEARS #1 Hunt-
ing Lease Company In America Customize your
contract Call Base Camp Leasing (888) 871-1982

@
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Health & Fitness

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit!
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one FREE! High-
quality rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced
90% less than competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day
money back guarantee! 855-619-0190

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our network has recovered mil-
lions for clients! Call today for a FREE consultation!
1-888-409-1261

Stroke & Cardiovascular disease are leading causes
of death according to the AHA. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early detection! Call Life Line
Screening to schedule a screening. Special offer 5
screenings for $149. 1-833-549-4540

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPE-
CIAL $99.00. 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW!
888-445-5928 Hablamos Espahol

Help Wanted

Congressional campaign  assistant
part time flexible hours, ideal for
college or graduate student.

ARIS F. YANIBAS (B.A, J.D., age 84)
independent Democratic candidate
5th Congressional District primary
election, June 28, 2022. Please call
Mr. Yanibas at 773-784-6662

TO ADVERTISE

Call
773-465-9700

Home Improvements Miscellaneous, cont. Miscellaneous, cont.

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars,
no slip flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-
home consultation: 888-912-4745

Leafguard is the only one piece gutter system guar-
anteed to never clog, get a jump on Fall and Save
75% on installation and receive $500 for your old
ladder! Call 1-800-216-0539

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Empire Today to
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 844-220-6034

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off,
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

Update your home with beautiful new blinds &
shades. Free in-home estimates make it convenient
to shop from home. Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA. Free consultation: 877-
212-7578. Ask about our specials!

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON
AREAS CLEANING+ OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING + POWER WASHING - SNOW
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Legal Services

NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE referral to an at-
torney! Call the lllinois State Bar Association lllinois
Lawyer Finder The advice you need 877-270-3855
or https:/iwww.isba.org/public/ illinoislawyerfinder

Miscellaneous

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior
living referral service. Contact our trusted, local
experts today! Our service is FREE/no obligation.
CALL 1-844-722-7993

Aloe Care Health medical alert system. Most
advanced medical alert product on the market.
Voice-activated! No wi-fi needed! Special offer
wicode CARE20 for $20 off Mobile Companion.
1-855-521-5138

Attention: If you or a loved one worked around
the pesticide Roundup (glyphosate) for at least 2
years & has been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin's
lymphoma, you may be entitled to compensation.
855-341-5793

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo
agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask how to bundle & SAVE!
Geo & svc restrictions apply. 1-888-796-8850

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts available. Call: 855-
761-1725

Become a published author. We want to read your
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & distribution. Call
for free author’s guide 833-719-3029 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/acp

Best satellite TV with 2 year price guarantee!
$59.99/mo with 190 channels and 3 months free
premium movie channels! Free next day installation!
Call 844-842-4469

Business owners. Eliminate credit card processing
fees 100%, pass on a legal 4% non-cash charge
to the customer. Chain stores welcome. 337-849-
8083

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today!
1-855-404-2366

Cash for cars: We buy any condition vehicle, 2002
and newer. Nationwide free pick up! Call now:
1-800-864-5960.

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit!
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

Denied Social Security Disability? Appeal! If you're
50+, filed for SSD and denied, our attorneys can
help get you approved! No money out of pockets!
Call 1-866-376-3163

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may
qualify for a substantial cash award. NO obligation,
NO risk! We've recovered millions. Let us help you!!
Call 24/7, 855-845-8269

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 Channels.
Stream news, live events, sports & on demand
titles. No contract/commitment. 1-866-825-6523

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions ap-
ply. Promo Expires 1/21/23. 1-833-872-2545

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and
More! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-995-2490

GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup
power during power outages, s0 your home & family
stay safe & comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-yr ex-
tended warranty $695 value! Request a free quote
today! Call for terms & conditions. 1-844-334-8353

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 Channels &
1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand (w/SELECT
Al Included Package.) PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE
Screens Simultaneously at No Addt | Cost. Call DI-
RECTV 1-855-781-1565

Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-quality rechargeable
Nano hearing aids priced 90% less than competi-
tors. Nearly invisible! 45-day money back guaran-
tee! 833-669-5806

Hero takes stress out of managing medications.
Hero sorts & dispenses meds, sends alerts at dose
times & handles prescription refill & delivery for you.
Starting at $24.99/month. No initiation fee. 90-day
risk-free trial! 1-888-684-0280

HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 SECONDS.
Don't wait! Protect your family, your home, your
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a day! Call 866-
409-0308

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet.
Free Installation. Call 866-499-0141

Long distance moving: Call for a free quote from
America’s Most Trusted Interstate Movers. Let us
take the stress out of moving! Speak to a relocation
specialist 888-721-2194

Looking for assisted living, memory care, or inde-
pendent living? A Place for Mom simplifies the pro-
cess of finding senior living at no cost to your family.
Call 1-833-386-1995 today!

Never pay for covered home repairs again! Com-
plete Care Home Warranty covers all major systems
& appliances. 30-day risk free. $200.00 off + 2 free
months! 1-866-395-2490

New authors wanted! Page Publishing will help
self-publish your book. Free author submission kit!
Limited offer! 866-951-7214

$0 Down Financing - $2.5 Million $0 Down Real
Estate Investment Loans - $250K No Collateral
Business and Business Startup Loans. Visit: Hard-
Funded.com

1IOLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER,
MARTIN, Etc. 1930's to 1980's. TOP DOLLAR
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Paying top cash for men’s sportwatches! Rolex,
Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona,
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 833-
603-3236

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 888-609-2189

Protect your home w/home security monitored by
ADT. Starting at $27.99/mo. Get free equipment
bundle including keypad, motion sensor, wireless
door & windows sensors. 833-719-1073

Put on your TV Ears & hear TV w/unmatched clarity.
TV Ears Original - originally $129.95 - now withis
special offer only $59.95 w/code MCB59! 1-833-
530-1955

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off,
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198 or
visit www.walkintubquote.com/news

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE STAIRS** Give
your life a lift with an ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now
for $250 OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE DVD
& brochure! 1-866-471-1334

Stop worrying! SilverBills eliminates the stress &
hassle of bill pmts. Household bills guaranteed to
be paid on time as long as appropriate funds are
available. No computer necessary. Free trial/cus-
tom quote 1-855-703-0555

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage
system. Save money, reduce reliance on grid,
prepare for outages & power your home. Full instal-
lation services. $0 down financing option. Request
free no obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785

Thinking about installing a new shower? American
Standard makes it easy. Free design consult.1-888
-674-3005 today to see how to save $1,000 on in-
stallation or visit www.newshowerdeal.com/display

Two great new offers from AT&T Wireless! Ask how
to get the Next Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T's Buy one, Give
One. While supplies last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or
www.freephonesnow.com//cadnet

Update your home with beautiful new blinds &
shades. Free in-home estimates make it convenient
to shop from home. Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA. Free consultation: 877-
212-7578. Ask about our specials!

Recycling

Interested in helping the environment, those less
fortunate? Recycle Plus, operating since 1990,
offers recycling service as well as: Used plastic
buckets (food grade) various sizes & shapes, card-
board boxes, old lumber, furniture, reusable shop-
ping bags made in Chicago from repurposed fabric.
Contact Recycle Plus Inc Gary Zuckerman
773-761-5937 or 773-858-1210 Email:
recycle_plus_chicago@yahoo.com

Wanted To Buy

FREON WANTED: We buy old refrigerants: R11,
R12, R113 & more! Quick, local pickup & dropoff
available. Call 312-500-8266, RefrigerantFinders.
com °Te pagamos por tu refrigerante!

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas
interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver,
CO0 80201

May your heart be light and happy, may your smile be big and wide,

and may your pockets always have a coin or two inside.

Prepare for unexpected

CLASSIFIEDS

GENERAC
e |

power outages with a
Generac home standby

generator

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
866-643-0438

FREE 2

Limited Time Offer - Call for Details

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

7-Year Extended Warranty*

i
1 "”r”.”

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer.
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

MEDICAL ALERT SYSTEM

&‘U ALOE CARE HEALTH

The World’s Most Advanced
Medical Alert System

Voice-Activated! No Wi-Fi Needed!

$20 OFF Mobile Companion

CALL NOW

1-855-521-5138

LITERATURE

Funny

murder mysteries

set in a large

Chicago law firm

donnies

yellowballbooks.com

PAINTING 1

DADRASS
PAINTING

KITCHEN & BATH

REMODELING

PIANO TUNING

PIANO
TUNING

David Westling

Serving Chicagoland for 25 years

Specializing in Steinway Grands

773-271-7633
dwestling@sbcglobal.net

TOOL LIQUIDATION

TOOL
LIQUIDATION

* Welder Generator

¢ Drain Rodder

* Ridgid Threading Machine
* Tank Torch Set

* Cutting Torch Tank Set

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

* FREE ESTIMATES
847-749-8227

847-291-9091

DADRASSPAINTING@YAH00.COM

* Ridgid Plumbing Tools

773-818-0808
I 101supplyok@gmail.com I

| RECYCLED - CHEAP |
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PARKING LOT fromp. 1

ber of Commerce, ever hosted a
public meeting with any of the
area businesses who count on that
parking lot as a critical piece of
commercial infrastructure.

In fact, the local chamber of
commerce was an early endorser
of the project, sending a letter of
support to City Hall before ever
even notifying its own member-
ship that the parking lot was in
jeopardy of being gifted to an
out-of-town developer.

This newspaper has filed Free-
dom of Information requests to
get the March 8 meeting notes,
emails and/or documents, but
have not yet received a reply from
the City.

On March 14, the spokesperson
for the city’s Dept. of Housing pro-
vided an explanation for Novara’s
position. A few months earlier,
Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot
had sent out a written statement
touting a $1 billion investment
in affordable housing projects
throughout the city. These proj-

ects would be funded through
federal Low Income Housing Tax
Credits [LIHTC].

“December’s  announcement
of a historic $1B in affordable
housing investments included the
selection of 24 proposed devel-
opments to Stage I. No LIHTCs
are awarded or allocated, and no
funding commitments are made
in Stage I. A Stage I award is the
first step toward a funding com-
mitment, which is made in Stage
IT after all requirements have
been met. Not every development
makes it from Stage I to Stage
II for a variety of reasons,” said
Eugenia Orr, Director of Public
Affairs at the Chicago Dept. of
Housing.

So it appears the project may
now be dead, or just stalled, at
least until Summer of 2023, well
after the next municipal election,
when 47th Ward residents may
have their first chance to speak
out on the matter.

In addition to the LIHTCs and
parking lot revenue, TCB has also
been expecting to receive money

INSIDE-BOOSTER

from the Western Ave. North Tax
Financing District (which expires
in 2024).

When an area is declared a TIF
district, the amount of property
tax the area generates is set as a
base Equalized Assessed Valu-
ation [EAV] amount. As the ar-
ea’s property values increase, all
property tax growth above that
amount is used to fund redevelop-
ment projects. The increase, or in-
crement, is often used to pay back
the bonds that had been issued to
pay the upfront costs. Alternately
the increase can be used on a pay-
as-you-go basis.

When the project was first
announced, TCB officials and
Ald. Martin’s office tried to ame-
liorate the public’s concerns about
losing a parking lot considered
essential for the neighborhood’s
businesses by saying the spaces
would eventually be replaced. But
according to Cmsr. Novara, that
may never have been the City’s
official position.

At a virtual public meeting
hosted last year by the 47th Ward,

Will Woodley, a TCB vice presi-
dent, claimed only a few public
parking spaces would be lost
when the parking lot was replaced
by the apartment building.

“[Our proposal] provides 40
public parking spaces to be pre-
served in the long run,” Woodley
said. “The new building will in-
clude only nine parking spaces for
residents as it is being categorized
as an “equitable transit-oriented
development (ETOD).”

Last year, Woodley recognized
these parking spaces for the public
would draw the ire of some within
Mayor Lightfoot’s administration.

“I"d be happy to explain our in-
clusion of business parking in this
ETOD to anyone,” wrote Wood-
ley in an email to Deputy Mayor
Samir Mayekar.

If anyone who was at the meet-
ing would like to speak with this
newspaper, they are welcome to
call. Please be assured your iden-
tity will be protected, call 773-
465-9700.

Now you can
dialyze at Alden
Lakeland in
partnership

with

a

To learn more, call 773-769-2570 or visit
www.aldenlakeland.com

773-769-2570

820 West Lawrence Avenue, Chicago Il 60640

www.aldenlakeland.com

LDEN

LAKELAND

SHORT-TERM REHABILITATION AND HEALTH CARE

SARPINQO’S fromp. 1

Scott Allen, USDOL Regional
Director for Public Affairs and
Media Relations, explained, “The
Chicago area restaurant industry
has a history of substantive wage
violations. For the calendar year
2020 to the present date, the Chi-
cago WHD office has conducted
273 investigations or cases into
the restaurant industry resulting
in the recovery of $3,376,180 in
back wages for 2,198 employ-
ees or an average of $1,536 per
worker. In addition, WHD also
assessed $594,586 in liquidated
damages.”

These federal protections
against unscrupulous employers
aren’t limited to the food and bev-
erage sector and immigration sta-
tus is immaterial. Any employee
who feels they have been deprived
with unfair wages, overtime or
tips may call the WHD office at
312-789-2950. Allen added, “The
WHD protects the confidential-
ity of a complainant and does not
inform the employer whether the
case was initiated by a complaint
or as part of a regular inspection
program.”

Sam Toia, president and CEO
of the Illinois Restaurant Assoc.
informed this newspaper that they
“do not support bad actors, and we
regularly inform employers about
how to comply with local, state,
and federal regulations in the
workplace. In any instance where
businesses are not compensating
their employees properly, the Chi-
cago Office of Labor Standards,
Illinois Attorney General’s Work-
er Protection Unit, and Internal
Revenue Service, and other agen-
cies may investigate and take ac-
tion against the employer.”

The action is directed at Joki-
mas who is solely responsible for
his business operations.

A statement on their employ-
ment page includes, “Each Sar-
pino’s location is independently
owned and operated... [and the]
... franchises are the exclusive
employer for their employees and
as such are solely responsible for
all employment-related matters in
their business...”.

The USDOL determination in-
cluded ‘liquidated damages’ as-
sessed against Jokima, the owner.
Under the FLSA, employers who
violate minimum wage, overtime
and protections for employees
who receive tips are liable for the
unpaid wages or unlawfully kept
tips and for an additional amount
in liquidated damages. This tool
was suspended during the Trump
administration however in April,
2021, the WHD returned to pursu-
ing pre-litigation liquidated dam-
ages and leveraging this enforce-
ment tool where appropriate.

According to their blog site,
“the USDOL recognizes that back
wages alone provide insufficient
compensation for employers to
comply with the law, to level the
playing field for those that play
by the rules, and to help alleviate
the inequities exacerbated when
low-wage, essential workers face
the additional and too common
burden of wage theft.”

Employers and workers are
encouraged to call the WHD for
FLSA compliance assistance at
their toll-free helpline at 866-
487-9243.



