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Champions are brilliant at the basics.
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“This view is way prettier than from the North Side,” Steve Johnson joked,
and looking at the skyline from that angle, it was hard to disagree.

‘A North Sider’s’ tour
of the South Side

BY ADRIANA FOUSTANOU

Last week, my friend and I
took a 4-hour tour of Chicago’s
South Side, led by Steve Johnson.
This tour gave me the idea that
North Siders should spend more
time exploring the South Side of
the city, a whole world beyond
the usual routes. The South Side,
with its deep history, cultural in-
fluence, and stunning landscapes,
deserves to be appreciated by all.

Chicago is often described as
a city of neighborhoods, but it is
also a city of divisions. As John-
son explained, “the city is split
into four sections: the North Side,
the West Side, the South Side,
and, of course, the lake.” What
struck us immediately was the
sheer size of the South Side—it is
nearly twice as long as the North
Side, stretching 138 blocks south
compared to the North Side’s 72-
block span. “The South Side is the
best side,” Johnson proclaimed,
and by the end of the tour, we un-
derstood why.

We covered a lot of ground

during the tour, seeing neighbor-
hoods as diverse as the Loop,
South Loop, Bronzeville, Hyde
Park, Woodlawn, South Shore,
East Side, Englewood, Roseland,
Beverly, Bridgeport, Chinatown,
Little Italy, Pilsen, Ukrainian Vil-
lage, and Humboldt Park. Each of
these areas has its own character
and history, from the historically
Black cultural hubs of Bronzeville
and Woodlawn to Bridgeport, one
of Chicago’s oldest working-class
white neighborhoods, and the
East Side, where white working-
class families have lived for gen-
erations.

One of the most important
lessons we learned was about
the role segregation has played
in shaping Chicago. Johnson
walked us through the history of
redlining and legal restrictions
that once prevented Black and
Hispanic residents from moving
north. “If you were Black, His-
panic, or Asian, you couldn’t go
to the North Side—it was against

TOUR see p. 9

Future remains uncertain
for historic Our Lady of Lourdes
Church building

BY PETER VON BUOL

Two weeks after the closure
of the 108-year-old Our Lady of
Lourdes Shrine and Grotto, 1601
W. Leland Ave., its future re-
mains uncertain, especially after
the Archdiocese of Chicago has
sold its parking lot.

On May 8, 2024, a non-profit
group Our Lady of Lourdes Pres-
ervation Society of Chicago held
a press conference during which
the group announced it was at-
tempting to save the historic
sanctuary.

“Our vision is to preserve Our
Lady of Lourdes Church as a his-
torical landmark, reopen [it] and
revive it as a Holy Shrine,” said
Katarina Garcia, a longtime pa-
rishioner and the group’s presi-
dent.

Among those who support the
group’s effort are Preservation

Chicago, a non-profit architectur-
al preservation group, Ald. Matt
Martin [47th] in whose ward the
church is located. The group is
also supported by Brody Hale, a
canon lawyer in the Roman Cath-
olic Church and Julie Sawacki, a
church advocate who has worked
on similar preservation projects.

Garcia said her group is advo-
cating for Our Lady of Lourdes
Church to become a historical
landmark and seeks to purchase
the property from the Archdio-
cese of Chicago.

According to a spokesperson
for the Archdiocese of Chicago,
their efforts may be premature as
the merged St. Mary of the Lake
Parish and Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish has not yet determined
what the next step will be.

“The St. Mary of the Lake and

FUTURE see p. 12

Doomsday transit cuts await
CTA, Pace, Metra riders

Massive budget gap
will slash services in 2026

BY BOB ZULEY

More than half of Chicago’s
CTA bus routes could be elimi-
nated, at least part of four “L”
lines could shut down, and Metra
weekday service would be slashed
to once an hour under a transit
doomsday scenario.

Also on the table are fare hikes
and job losses.

These are some of the cuts
under consideration by RTA
leaders if state lawmakers fail to
plug a $771 million budget gap
expected to hit the region’s four
transit agencies as soon as next
year when federal COVID-19 bail
out cash runs out, the RTA said

Friday.
The lengthy  government-
imposed economic lockdown

during the pandemic dramatically
changed transportation habits
away from public transit toward
private transit. The mix of the
work from home trend, fear over
picking up a virus on trains and
buses, and then the high crime
and lack of security over the last
four years has seen even strong
advocates of public transit look
for other transportation sources.
These worse-case scenarios
will occur if the budget hole is not

filled, and with the city, county
and state all suffering financially,
there is just no easy money left.

These reductions would dra-
matically slash services across
the CTA, Pace, and Metra, limit
access to buses and trains across
the region, and bring dire eco-
nomic consequences, the RTA
warned.

“People have to understand
what the consequences are of
not filling the funding gap,” said
RTA executive director Leanne
Redden. She called the effects of
the potential cuts “devastating.”

Cuts to the sanitary health bud-
geting would be devastating to
the already soiled CTA system as
well as the much ballyhooed Un-
der-L pedestrian pathway under
the Red Line L tracks in Edgewa-
ter and Uptown.

The CTA, Pace, and Metra
would begin planning service cuts
and eliminations as part of their
budget processes and would be
required to give public notice on
proposals to slash service or raise
fares. That could occur through
the summer and fall of 2025 for
cuts to take effect in 2026.

“You really cannot balance this
kind of budget gap with service
reductions,” said Maulik Vaish-
nav, senior deputy executive di-
rector of planning and capital
programming at the RTA. “There

has to be full eliminations on the
table.”

Transit agencies and advocates
have pushed to boost funding,
while lawmakers have said their
focus is first on the way transit
is overseen. Two bills being con-
sidered by the General Assembly

“People have to
understand what the
consequences are of

not filling the funding
gap,” said RTA executive
director Leanne Redden.
She called the effects

of the potential

cuts “devastating.”

address oversight, with one call-
ing to consolidate the CTA, Pace,
Metra, and the RTA into one
entity. Another backed by labor
groups aims to boost coordina-
tion among existing agencies.

Left unspoken are advances in
robotic and Artificial Intelligence,
and how they could run much of
the transportation systems with-
out the high labor costs humans
add to the budget.

On the CTA, service could be
cut on all or at least some branch-
es of half of the agency’s L train

TRANSIT seep. 12

Walls are going up
at TimeLine Theatre in Uptown

TimeLine Theatre, 5035 N. Broadway.

(L) Photo courtesy Lara Goetsch (R) Photo courtesy Hank Boland

It’s been a long slog for Time-
Line Theatre Company which
has faced a slew of roadblocks,
interruptions, a pandemic, engi-
neering misfires and heartaches
in building a new theater in Up-
town, but last week marked a sig-
nificant milestone in constructing
its new home. The concrete pre-
cast panels that form much of the
walls, floors, and other framing
for the company’s new home are
now taking their place at 5035
N. Broadway, near the corner of
Broadway and Argyle.

The pre-cast panels were pre-
viously fabricated and have been
held in a warehouse in Wisconsin
to await this moment. The pro-
cess to transport and install them
at the site is scheduled to take ap-

proximately four weeks. At that
time, the building’s structure will
be substantially complete and
contractor Bulley & Andrews
will proceed to the next phases of
construction.

Previous phases included de-
molition of the front portion of
the former Reebie warehouse
(leaving the rear third to become
space for offices, dressing rooms,
and production studios); installa-
tion of nearly 40 supportive cais-
sons, each 50 feet into the ground;
and foundation work.

TimeLine anticipates open-
ing its new building in spring
2026. Once done the property
will be a massive upgrade from
their former space on Wellington
Ave. in East Lakeview.

The Uptown space will fully
support and enhance TimeLine’s
mission, featuring an intimate
and flexible, 250-seat black box
theatre that can be re-imagined
for every show, exhibit galleries
that enhance the production ex-
perience, and dedicated space for
Living History students, educa-
tion programming, and commu-
nity gatherings.

Since launching its capital
campaign, the company has
raised more than $41 million to-
ward the approximately $46 mil-
lion project cost, including $12.9
million in public support ($2.9
million from the State of Illinois,
$10 million from the City of Chi-
cago), and funds from more than
200 individual donors.
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A platter of crlspy fried chicken can remvent

By Thomas J. O'Gorman

“There are two schools of fried
chicken. One is brining in salted
water and the other is soaking in
either buttermilk or milk. I just
combine the two.”

— Padma Lakshmi

Are you a fan of fried chicken?
All golden, crunchy and deli-
cious?

For me fried chicken is the king
of vittles. The tip-top of menu
items.

Like pizza, some of it is better
than others. But there’s no “bad”
fried chicken.

Fried chicken is one of great
urban consequence of Chicago
life. A self-sustaining culinary
dynamic of local life. The best
variety of fried chicken is what
unfolds when people come here
from all regions. Armed with
tried and true recipes that would
knock your socks off.

Variety in preparations always
spreads the wealth. Like butter-
milk baths or beer batter, corn-
meal crusts. Buttery fry-ups, or a
peanut oil deep fry. There’s always
canola oil, olive oil, or grapeseed
oil in a cast iron skillet.

As a child, more often than

not I’d order fried chicken as my
entrée when dining out. There
was usually mayhem at the table
when my sister, Mary Regina,
realized that our food was often
long-delayed. She always blamed
the fried chicken I requested, as it
was cooked to order. The unusual
delay was always irksome.

The wait gave us more time to
enjoy our salads for which I cre-
ated my own dressings from the
variety the restaurant offered. To
this day I still cherish the chance
to mix homemade Italian with
the splendid 1000 Island. That
mix was concocted at Jack Gib-
bons Gardens set in the middle of
farmland that today is Oak Park
Ave. and 147th St. in Oak Forest.

Gibbons’ fried chicken enjoys
the highest award for taste and
flavors. And their version of hash
brown potatoes were a further
mark of their kitchen excellence.
Loaded with butter, paprika and
sage. Superb. Subtle. And oh, so
savory. Throw in a few ears of
fresh corn-on-the-cob and you
had the finest meal in America in
the Eisenhower Era.

The chicken would come fami-
ly style on a large platter. Layered
high. There was always enough to
take home.

We still go there after more
than six decades. We used to en-
joy sitting on the enclosed wrap-
around porch, checking out the
antics of the herd of nearby cows
in the fields. Gibbons was truly a
right of passage. Still is.

Another grand venue for fried
chicken is Erie Cafe, 536 W.
Erie St. And fried chicken isn’t
even on the menu. But if you're a
regular customer your waiter can
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Served hot or cold, eating fried chicken increases our chances for friend-
ship and sustained companionship.

always arrange a platter for you.
I always laugh when newcomers
see the fried chicken on my plate
and say they didn’t notice it on the
menu. So then I got some ’splain-
ing to do.

I like it with mashed potatoes
and spinach.

Dining at Erie Cafe is its own
time warp. Like going back to
the 1950s, all mid-century mod-
ern when food was rich but sim-
pler. Erie’s fried chicken may be
the best in the 606 zip code. The
Lenzi Family, EJ, Larry, and Ron
Lenzi Jr., are now in a new gen-
eration of wise restauranteurs.

But recently I've had some con-
cerns about the fried chicken en-
vironment in Chicago. Uncle Re-
mus, a well renowned Bronzeville
restaurant, at 737 E. 47th St. Black
owned. Woman led. Sadly they
closed their South Side doors last
week, depriving Chicago’s eat-
ing public of some treasured fin-
ger lickin’ lip-smacking delight.
They first opened in 1969 by Gus
and Mary Rickette, and contin-
ues under the leadership of Gus
and Mary’s daughter, Charmaine
Rickette Alfred.

But some problems arose with
the 47th St. building they were in.
They want to find a fresh location
on the South Side. They still have
a location on W. Madison St. I
just worry that they might aban-
don the South Side home search.

Have you ever had the Uncle
Remus fried chicken? Absolutely
fantastic. It’s “saucy” fried chick-
en. Spicy. Gooey. Filled with tang.
A treasured recipe.

On St. Patrick’s Day preserv-
ing my Irish dignity was tough. I
observed the day with a plate of
fried chicken in Logan Square at
Gretel on 2833 W. Armitage Ave.
They brine an excellent bird there
and fry it up with refined distinc-
tion. High cuisine thanks to the
many rarified chefs hands in the
kitchen. Crunchy, robust, savory
skin with spicy hot honey butter.
At Chicago’s most glorious inte-

7109 N. Clark St.
773-681-0689
Pick-Up and Delivery

rior saloon. Bottles on the shelves
two stories high. I'm imagining a
fiddler playing in the background
like in Chicago’s pre-incorpora-
tion days.

Food here is showcased, thanks
to an acute awareness of savory
tastes.

We came for the crunchiest of
fried chicken, but stayed frozen
in place as a tray of a dozen iced
West Coast oysters appeared.
With high-end beers and wines
melding flavors. Best cheesy
macaroni ever exploded along
side their homemade pickles and
homemade chips in Old Bay sea-
soning. This was a full half chick-
en assembly praising St. Patrick.

Among the dividends of eating
fried chicken in Chicago is the
widespread prevalence of genuine
hospitality. That treasured virtue
of warmth and welcome that just
seems to flow from crispy skin
on well-seasoned fowl. An ironic
nomenclature for the most deli-
cious of poultry.

Eating fried chicken increases
our chances for friendship and
sustained companionship. All
nestled under the cozy protective
umbrella of tasty sharing. Hot or
ice cold.

Don’t we need some fresh un-
derstanding of hospitality here
in Chicago? Couldn’t we expand
the details that enable us to open
the door on what neighbors and
friends really need?

As neighborhood balance and
equilibrium deteriorate, couldn’t
we fry up some buttermilk fried
chicken? And release the dogs of
understanding, mutual protection
and genteel listening?

There’s a necessity for more
accessible friendships without the
urban straightjackets of suspicion,
false rumors and cheesy gossip,
all disastrous consequences of
shallow fearful living.

We don’t have to look far to
see that a platter of crispy fried
chicken can reinvent, ice cold on
the 4th of July, or in the backyard
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Large Thin Crust
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OPEN 7 DAYS
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on blankets on Labor Day week-
end.

Perhaps, then, we could cir-
cumvent the meanness of the Chi-
cago Teachers Union and their
non-stop platform of revenge and
bankruptcy against the people of
Chicago. Stopping their disgrace-
ful demonstrations in the shabby
political activity of their Mayor
Brandon Johnson.

Maybe friendlier fried chicken
skies could produce members of
the City Council who actually
understand the functions and re-
sources of urban government.
Instead of wasting time trying to
legislate costumes for the public.
Snatching away people’s raccoon
stoles or muskrat pantaloons.

Making the city safe for furry
friends is hardly how Chicago
started. Weren’t we the nation’s
fur trapping capital? Who do you
think was living here in 18037
Trappers and traders, y’all.

Did anyone see the irony in all
that recent Shakespearean coun-
cil’s wheel-spinning? We defi-
nitely need more fried chicken
drumsticks. Some good old-fash-
ioned listening could have proved
informative. I would feel better
protected. And I don’t ever wear
mink.

So digging into Chicago’s fried
chicken past, I discovered one of
Chicago’s earliest residents, Marc
Beaubien, himself, the Sauganash
Inn proprietor, Chicago’s first
Hotelier in the 1830s, was also
responsible for some great fried
chicken, as well as hospitality, at-
tentive listening, and neighborly
protection. And fiddle playing.
The famed Chicago violin player
said this —“I keep the tavern like
hell and play the fiddle like the
devil.”

That’s a perfect Chicago reci-
pe for eating and fair governing.
Anybody listening?
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Assessor’s office scrambles to fix tax-data integrity

The
Home
Front

by Don DeBat

The Cook County Assessor’s
job is hugely important—oversee-
ing the nation’s largest property
tax system with more than 1.9
million real estate parcels that
must be valued.

However, a recent investigation
by the Illinois Answers Project
and the Chicago Tribune identi-
fied hundreds of mistakes caused
by misclassified and undervalued
properties, mostly centered on
new or renovated properties dur-
ing the 2023 tax year.

In some cases, Cook County
Assessor Fritz Kaegi’s office as-
sessed mansions as vacant lots
and missed assessing the bulk
of two new subdivisions in a
far south suburb. Kaegi’s office
quickly moved forward with an
internal audit that eventually re-
vealed that even more properties
were improperly classified.

Over the past several months,
the assessor assigned staffers—
including the top official over-
seeing data integrity—to sharpen
office-assessment processes that
previously resulted in inaccurate
tax bills and hundreds of millions
of dollars in missed value that

should have been taxed.

Apparently, the misclassifica-
tion issues mostly revolve around
building permits, and failure to
patch holes in the office’s data-
bases. In hundreds of cases, Kae-
gi’s office had construction-per-
mit records on file, but failed to
follow up or modify assessments
with the new information.

“These changes are central to
our ongoing work to modernize
our operations, make our own
work more efficient, and ensure
that the property-tax system is
fair and accessible for all Cook
County residents,” said the As-
sessor’s spokesperson Christian
Belanger.

A reformer, Assessor Kaegi
was elected to the job in 2019
after defeating longtime Demo-
cratic-machine stalwart Joseph
Berrios in the election.

Critics say Berrios’ loose-can-
non assessment style often side-
stepped fairness and focused on
well-heeled insiders along with
politically connected tax-appeal
lawyers. Favorable valuations
allegedly were handed out to
wealthy downtown property own-
ers who kept donations flowing
into Barrios’ and Democrat Party
campaign coffers.

While nepotism and patronage
ran rampant, and ethics rules were
ignored by Berrios, Kaegi ran on
a pledge to overhaul Berrios’ dys-
functional office, and voters be-
lieved him. On the whole, Kaegi
has delivered. So kudos to Kaegi.

Kaegi inherited not only a

deeply flawed, ethically bankrupt
office, but also a dusty, decades-
old data system that relied on
reams of paper. When Kaegi first
took office, his staff allegedly
found 600 tons of paper tax ap-
peals in storage.

Immedi-
ately, Kaegi
launched a
plan to mod-
ernize the of-
fice’s data sys-
tem, replaced
most of Berri-
os’ top staffers
and halted the
office’s prac-
tice of accept-

Fritz Kaegi . .

ing campaign
contributions from tax-appeal
lawyers.

Kaegi refocused assessment ef-
forts on the fat cats to give relief
to homeowners who have been
carrying the majority of the tax
burden for decades.

The International Assoc. of
Assessing  Officers presented
Kaegi’s office with its “Outstand-
ing Public Information and Out-
reach Award.” And, the National
Assoc. of Counties gave his office
an award for its digital innovation
efforts.

Assessor Kaegi is a highly
qualified expert in property as-
sessments, holding both the
Chartered Financial Analyst and
Certified Illinois Assessment Of-
ficer designations.

Kaegi probably is the most
honest, friendly and approachable

Cook County Assessor we ever
have had, based on this reporter’s
opinion, after covering the office
for 57 years.

How to check
property characteristics

Homeowners seeking to verify
the assessor’s facts about their
property should go online and visit:
www.cookcountyassessor.com.

Hit Property Search and type in

your home or apartment build-

ing’s Permanent Index Number

(PIN), or address.

« Scroll down to “Characteristics”
and double check that the asses-
sor has the correct facts.

For multi-family  properties,

check the number of apartments,

number of bedrooms, baths and
the building’s square footage of
living space.

Does the property have a

garage?

+ Then, click on “Exemptions,” and
make sure your property has a
Homeowner’s Exemption. If you
are over the age of 65 years, you
also should have a Senior Exemp-
tion.

If any information is erroneous,

apply for a Certificate of Error.

Before serving as assessor, Kae-
gi had a 13-year career as a finan-
cial-asset manager at Columbia
Wanger Asset Management. Born
and raised in Chicago’s Hyde
Park neighborhood, Kaegi holds
an MBA from Stanford Univ. As
a young man he lived in Lincoln
Square and to this day he still
marches in the annual German-

Change in law lets tax breaks
automatically renew for homeowners with disabilities

BY MARIA PAPPAS

State lawmakers have made it
easier for people with disabili-
ties to continue receiving annual
property tax relief.

Cook County homeowners who
receive the Persons with Disabili-
ties Exemption no longer must
reapply for the benefit every year.
Lawmakers acted to allow the
benefit to automatically renew
annually, at least through 2027.

Exemptions are tax breaks
that typically reduce a property’s
Equalized Assessed Valuation,
or EAV. The Persons with Dis-
abilities Exemption reduces a
property’s EAV by $2,000, thus
reducing the tax bill.

Without automatic renewal,
people receiving the benefit may
forget to reapply each year and
miss having their tax bill reduced
by potentially hundreds of dol-
lars.

That’s what happened to a resi-
dent named Noemi. But she hap-
pened to catch our phone bank on
ABC 7 and realized she might be
missing exemptions.

We’re glad she called in be-
cause we quickly determined she
hadn’t applied for her disabil-
ity exemption from 2019 through
2023. We added up those missed
exemptions and promptly mailed
her a check for more than $1,200.

And she’s not alone. Right now,
my office is sitting on some $33
million in missed exemptions.

If you think you or a loved
one might be missing this tax
break here are the requirements
that must be met to receive the

Persons with Disabili-
ties Exemption:

e The person with /8
a disability who is re-
sponsible for paying
property taxes must
be the owner and oc-
cupy the residence as
of Jan. 1 of the year ” ""
for which the applica- (5=
tion is being submit- i
ted.

Maria Pappas

with Disabilities Ex-
emption for Special-
- ly Adapted Housing
or the Veterans with
Disabilities Exemp-
tion
Other exemptions,
including the Hom-
eowner Exemption
and the Senior Citi-
zen Exemption, also
automatically renew

e The homeowner
must submit proof of disability,
such as a Class 2 Illinois Person
with a Disability ID Card

e The property cannot receive
this exemption in the same year
its owner receives the Veterans

()
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on an annual basis.
However, people receiving the
Senior Freeze Exemption, which
is available for senior citizens
with an annual household income
of $65,000 or less, must reapply
every year to demonstrate they

. 773-853-0735

Monday-Friday: 10am-6pm
Saturday: 10am-4pm

Sunday by appointment only

5934 W Lawerance
Chicago, IL
60630

continue to meet income eligibil-
ity requirements.
Www.cookcountytreasurer.
com, has more information about
exemptions and can walk you
through the application process.
Monitoring exemptions, and
any you might have missed, could
pay off for you like it did for
Noemi. But your right to claim
exemptions does expire after four
years, so the time to act is now!

American Day Parade up Lincoln
Ave.

Over the decades, this writer
has covered real estate assessment
trends while the assessor’s office
was headed by a diverse collec-
tion of mostly Irish-American
Democratic-machine creatures—
including P.J ‘Parky’ Cullerton,
Thomas M. Tully, Thomas C.
Hynes and James Houlihan. The
ancient Cook County Assessor’s
office has existed in its present
form since 1932.

While “patching holes” in
the Assessor office’s databases,
let’s not ignore the elephant in
the room. Every property in the
Cook County assessor’s system
also comes with detailed prop-
erty characteristics—facts about
lot sizes, square footage of inte-
rior space, number of bedrooms,
number of bathrooms, fireplaces
and garages.

The truth is, over the years, few
if any of these property charac-
teristics have ever been updated.
In many cases, the information
is inaccurate, and in some cases
probably caused the property’s
assessment for many owners to
be too high, leading to decades of
over taxation.

The Home Front column con-

INTEGRITY seep. 4

BBB A+ Rating
SNOW REMOVAL
COMMON AREAS CLEANING
OFFICE CLEANING * CARPET CLEANING
POWER WASHING

773-292-6015

www.callchoicejanitorial:com

Ackermans
Accounting Service

Complete Income Tax Service
Bookkeeping & Accounting
(Individual - Corporation)

10%
DISCOUNT

Mention
This Ad

4343 N. Pulaski Rd.
(773) 267-4610 (773) 383-2798
R2944@NETZERO.NET

Pleasant Travel

For Best Airline Tickets and Packages Around the World

WW

call 773-508-1927

or visit 6257 N. Clark St.

email: pleasanttravel@hotmail.com

IN MIND
CALL (773) 472-3400 TODAY

AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE |

INSURANCE DESIGNED
WITH YOU AND YOUR DREAMS

FOR YOUR FREE PERSONAL INSURANCE REVIEW

Mike Donaldson, Agent
3046 W. Irving Park Rd.
Chicago, IL 60618
mdonalds@amfam.com
Certified Agency

in Customer Excellence




4 « MARCH 26 - APRIL 1, 2025

— Letters to the Editor —

Punch in the nose

It seems Thomas J. O’Gorman
has once again reached for essen-
tial truths: no one likes a bully.
He landed that punch right on the
nose.

In his latest column, he high-
lights two small businesses—not
seeking dominance, but simply
fighting to survive, take care of
their own, and prove that local
ownership still matters. Their
success strengthens our commu-
nities. But others have different
plans—ones that include taking
what isn’t theirs.

Old Town were built on that foun-
dation. But today, real estate is
under attack from all sides—and
in every neighborhood. It’s be-
come a full-time job just to pro-
tect what you already own.

Because at the end of the day,
a bully just wants their way. And
the only way to defeat a bully is to
stand up to them.

Thank you, Mr. O’Gorman, for
reminding us that the fight for
fairness isn’t just justified—it’s
necessary.

For years, zoning laws protect-  Tim Carew
ed property rights, and it worked.  Old Town
Safe, stable neighborhoods like
No monument to excess

In any thriving neighborhood,
smart development is about bal-
ance - growth that enhances the
community without overwhelm-
ing it. That’s why we in Old Town
endorse a revised, eight-story
Fern Hill development which
meets the four critical tests for
up-zoning scale, infrastructure
capacity, traffic impact, and com-
munity benefit.

Old Town is no stranger to
change, but development must
respect the neighborhood’s char-
acter. A mid-rise, eight-story al-
ternative welcomes new housing
and retail without creating grid-
lock, service access issues, or the
casting of long shadows over the
community. It avoids the over-
sized, out-of-scale 37-story tower
while delivering meaningful eco-
nomic benefits.

Unlike a 37-story high-rise, an

It’s not just a
generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call866-643-0438 to
schedule your free quote!

GENERAC

eight-story plan aligns with exist-
ing infrastructure, traffic flow,
and pedestrian safety - without
sacrificing residential and mer-
chant parking. Most importantly,
it puts the community first by
ensuring livable, human-scaled
architecture instead of a luxury
tower built for outside investors.

The City’s Zoning Committee
must demand responsible growth
- not reckless overdevelopment.
An eight-story compromise is
the right solution. It respects
Old Town’s past while securing
its future. On April 15, we urge
city leaders and residents to build
something that fits - not some-
thing that overwhelms. Let’s lay a
foundation for sustainable growth,
not a monument to excess.

Corinne Svoboda
Old Town
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Creators of Deep Dish Pizza give
locals a peek into the magic of iconic pie

There are a few things Chicago
is known for around the globe. If
you remove organized crime and
Michael Jordan from the equa-
tion, that leaves just our pizza for
the world to ponder over.

While locals like all 10 variety
of pizza styles found in Chicago,
visitors tend to first want to try
Chicago Deep Dish, invented in
1943 by Ike Sewell and Ric Ric-
cardo at Pizzeria Uno in River
North, (previously known as The
Pizzeria and Pizzeria Riccardo).
The two opened up at the corner
of Ohio St. and Wabash Ave., and
Uno’s got its name when Sewell
and Riccardo opened Pizzeria
Due a block away in 1955.

Now Pizzeria Uno, will cel-
ebrate National Deep Dish Pizza
Day - April 5 - by hosting a new,
in-store  experiential cooking
class where attendees will go
behind the scenes and “into the
kitchen” to roll up their sleeves,
put on an apron and get creative
as they make their own deep
dish pizza masterpiece using the
brand’s iconic recipe of more than
80 years.

Guests will get a sneak peek
into how Pizzeria Uno’s signature
pizza dough is made, and then
try their hand at the recipe before
learning the proper deep dish piz-
za build technique.

The class starts at noon Satur-

day, April 5, and includes pizza,
house salad (where students will
learn how to make Sewell’s secret
salad dressing) and beverage, all
for $40 per person [visit www.
eventbrite.com/o/uno-pizzeria-
grill-59922057633]. Those who
are ages 21+ will also be able to
enjoy a complimentary draft beer
or glass of wine as they indulge in
their pizza creations.

Classes will be held at the 29 E.
Ohio St. and 619 N. Wabash loca-
tions. To join the fun, register on-
line as spots are limited.

This class is open to everyone,
ages 5 and above.

INTEGRITY fromp. 3

ducted its own survey of a col-
lection of North Side buildings to
check on errors in the assessor’s
property characteristics. Here’s
what our investigation learned:

* Old Town. A vintage multi-
family apartment property is
being over-assessed for having
a 3.5-car garage. Not only does
the property not have a garage, it
doesn’t even have an alley.

e Lincoln Park. The owner of
a Victorian three-flat was sur-
prised to learn that the assessor
lists his building as a five-flat,
with 11 bedrooms and nine bath-
rooms. The building only has five
bedrooms and five and one-half
baths.

In addition, the assessor’s char-
acteristics show 4,822 square feet
of interior space. The apartments
have 1,100 square feet each,
meaning the total square foot-
age is about 3,300 square feet—a
whopping 31% error in mystery
space.

And, the senior-citizen owner
applied for a Senior Exemption,
but the assessor did not grant one
even though the property owner
is over the age of 65 years.

e North Lincoln Square. Ac-
cording to the assessor, this four-
flat has a 2-car brick garage. That
was true 40 years ago. However,
after a City of Chicago construc-
tion vehicle backed into the ga-
rage and structurally damaged it,
the city ordered that the garage be
razed.

Regardless, 40 years later the
assessor still lists the non-existing
2-car garage under the property’s
characteristics. And, the “invis-
ible garage” is still listed on the
assessor’s “property characteris-
tics,” likely causing the property
tax bill to be higher.

Regardless, 40 years later the
assessor still lists the non-existing
2-car garage under the property’s
characteristics. And, the “invis-
ible garage” is still listed on the
assessor’s “property characteris-
tics,” likely causing the property
tax bill to be higher.

So, how did the assessor’s
property characteristics on some
of these properties become erro-
neous?

Experts say during Chicago’s
post-World War II housing short-
age especially in old inner-city
neighborhoods such as Old Town
and Lincoln Park, often small
apartment buildings were subdi-
vided into additional living units.
Kitchens and bathrooms were
added, often without building per-

Track record
of former Cook County Assessors

BY DON DEBAT

Let’s look back at the track re-
cords of some of the most inter-
esting folks who once occupied
the chair of Cook County Asses-
SOT.

e P.J. ‘Parky’ Cullerton, 1958-
1974. A descendant of a long line
of politically connected Culler-
tons, Parky served as a Demo-
cratic Committeeman and Al-
derman of Chicago’s 38th Ward
before Mayor Richard J. Daley
appointed him to the assessor’s
job in 1958, a post he held until
1974.

If you ran into Parky in an el-
evator at the County Building
while he was returning from a
political luncheon or smoke-filled
room, he would greet you with his
famous salutation: “Hi, Keed!”

* Thomas M. Tully, 1974-1978.
A former assistant state’s attor-
ney, Tully’s website describes him
as “one of Chicago’s most promi-
nent and well-respected” lawyers.
Handsome Tully had a nice smile
and dressed like a Wall Street
trader.

Tully ascended to the job of as-
sessor after serving as chief dep-
uty assessor from 1971 to 1973,
and earlier as the assessor’s legal
advisor from 1963 to 1965.

According to a 2018 Chi-
cago Tribune investigation,
Tully’s firm, Thomas M. Tully
& Assoc.—which specializes in
property tax appeals—contribut-
ed $5,000 to assessor Berrios in
the fourth quarter of 2016.

Tully’s law firm filed appeals
for clients on commercial and in-
dustrial properties with a value of
about $2.9 billion since Barrios
took office—winning assessment
reductions of $756 million.

* Thomas C. Hynes, 1978-1997.
A physics teacher from the Bev-
erly neighborhood on Chicago’s
Far Southwest Side who dressed
like a Harvard professor, Hynes
had a long political career.

Hynes served as 19th Ward
Democratic Committeeman, and
was president of the Illinois Sen-
ate. Intelligent and erudite, Hynes
was elected assessor in 1978, and
reelected five times.

In 1979, Hynes gave this re-
porter an award for “explaining
the mysteries and complexities”
of the Cook County assessment
system for a series of Chicago
Sun-Times articles I wrote as real
estate editor.

This writer liked Hynes for
his intellect. His deputy assessor,
Dick Vanecko, was a knowledge-
able man who happened to be
married to one of Mayor Richard
J. Daley’s daughters.

In 1987, Hynes ran against in-
cumbent Chicago Mayor Harold
Washington, the city’s first Black
mayor. Later, Hynes withdrew to
avoid splitting the vote with two
other candidates—Democrat Ed-
ward Vrdolyak and Republican
Don Haider.

e James Houlihan, 1997-2010.
Houlihan was a protégé of Hynes,
serving as a deputy assessor. He
was appointed assessor after
Hynes resigned from serving 18
years in the post. In 1972, Houli-
han was elected as Illinois state
representative and reelected in
1974.

When Houlihan took office,
residential properties were un-
dervalued. Rather than remedy-
ing this, which would have led
to higher taxes for many, he kept
rates artificially low, which may
explain why he was assessor for
14 years.

Critics said Houlihan operated
outside of professional appraisal
standards. He skewed residential
values so low that it severely un-
calibrated the county’s property
tax system.

Ironically, Houlihan was a rival
of Joseph Barrios, who then was
serving as a Cook County Board
of Review member, and later as-
cended to the assessor’s post.

mits being issued. (Yes, we know,
our readers must be shocked.)
With little or no post-war build-
ing-code enforcement, a three-flat
could easily be transformed into
a seven-flat, sometimes without
separate front and rear entrances.
During this late 1940s era, a
one-bedroom apartment would
rent for $20 a month, historians
say. The rent sounds ridiculously

low, but the average worker back
then earned about $50 a week.

For more housing news, visit
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat
is co-author of “Escaping Condo
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide
for condominium living. Visit
www.escapingcondojail.com.
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History Museum seeks artists to amplify ‘Facing Freedom’ Exhibit

BY JANE LAWICKI

The Chicago History Museum
[CHM] seeks local artists’ pro-
posals as it re-envisions the mu-
seum’s “Facing Freedom” exhibit
in anticipation of America’s 250th
anniversary.

Four original works of art are
sought to respond to one of four
important documents in U.S.
history—the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, U.S. Constitution, the
13th Amendment, and the North-
west Ordinance. Proposals are
due March 31.

“We really [want artists’] help
to draw out the connections be-
tween the past and the present,”
explained Paul Durica, CHM’s
director of exhibitions. “We have
visitors see these living docu-
ments. They are written in the
past but shape our present. And
they can be changed, amended,”
he said.

The art installations will be on
display for three months each in
the museum’s lobby, accompa-
nied by copies of the four notable
documents. Artists can propose
work in any medium that can
safely be arranged. Each $10,000
award is intended to cover the art-
ist fee, production, and any costs
associated with the installation
and de-installation of the work.

“While we have these
documents, such as the
Declaration of Indepen-
dence, the US Constitu-
tion, they haven’t always
extended freedoms to all
America. It’s been up

to everyday Americans
to have the documents
live up to their purpose,”
said Paul Durica.

“The [“Facing Freedom”] ex-
hibit looks at how our understand-
ing of freedom has changed over
time,” Durica shared. “While we
have these documents, such as
the Declaration of Independence,
the US Constitution, they haven’t
always extended freedoms to all
America. It’s been up to everyday
Americans to have the documents
live up to their purpose.”

The current exhibit focuses on
four ways Americans have inter-
preted and redefined the ideals
of freedom. Whether through
armed conflict, race and citizen-
ship struggles, workers’ rights,
or public protests, generations of
Americans have built on these
foundational documents to move
freedom forward.

Featuring national histories
around abolition, suffrage, farm
workers, and Japanese incar-
ceration, exhibit themes express
the struggle to understand what
American freedom means. Indi-
vidual stories inspire action and
amplify the call to take on per-
sonal responsibility to protect
freedom.

“While the topics are national,
there is an effort to bring the topic
home with local stories and arti-
facts that address the topics,” Du-
rica said. As an example, he notes
the exhibit’s inclusion of the Oct.
1963 “Freedom Day” in Chicago
where nearly half of Chicago’s
public-school students skipped
class, leaving South- and West-

side schools empty as a demon-
stration again segregation.

The reimagined exhibit will
open in 2026. Objects on loan
will be replaced, stories ampli-
fied or localized, and new story
examples introduced.

“[We want to keep] the focus in
place but share different objects
and different people. We're try-
ing to figure out the connection
in each of the stories, and what
links are local from a national
movement,” Durica said. “For ex-
ample, many people are not aware
that many Japanese families who
were incarcerated did not return
to their homes but, instead, moved
to the Midwest and Chicago.”

Durica noted the women’s
suffrage stories would continue
but, for example, may now focus
on the role of Black women and
women of color in the movement.
Regarding the section on enslave-
ment and abolition, he hoped to
add regional stories.

“Chicago was an important des-
tination along the Underground
Railway,” he said. “We want to
amplify these [local] stories.

Calling all artists... Four original works of art are now being sought by the
Chicago History Museum to respond to one of four important documents—
the Declaration of Independence, U.S. Constitution, the 13th Amendment,

and the Northwest Ordinance.

Durica added that, while the
current exhibit focuses on 19th
and 20th Century struggles, noth-
ing is included in the 21st Centu-
ry. While the reimagined exhibit
may include additional themes
such as LGBTQ+ rights, nothing

is yet definite.

The current exhibit, opened in
2010, is funded by Jennifer Pritz-
ker’s Tawani Foundation. Durica
said the 2026 exhibit will have
multiple donors.

“The museum seeks support

from a variety of sources, includ-
ing private funders and organiza-
tions engaged around the experi-
ence,” he shared. Anticipating
some state government support,
he added, “there will likely not be
one donor but a mix of funders.”

Durica concludes that “Facing
Freedom” involves taking an hon-
est, authentic look at the country’s
past and the present it has pro-
duced.

“Struggles have been won and
faced by everyday people just like
us,” he said. “It’s scary — anything
in the present could go away. But
it’s hopeful — we can make a dif-
ference with our actions. The
power is in our hands to make the
documents live up to the docu-
ments’ ideals. We need to con-
tinually remind ourselves that the
document begins with “We the
People.”

All art proposals should go to
Paul Durica, Director of Exhibi-
tions, by email (durica@chicago-
history.org) with the subject line,
“America 250 Proposal.”

Direct any questions to Paul by
email or phone (312-799-2170).

S

MARIA PAPPAS
COOK COUNTY TREASURER
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Police
Beat...

Guitar-carrying arsonist
set several fires in Edgewater

These surveillance images show a
man suspected of setting three fires
on the North Side in Nov. 2024.

A guitar-toting firebug set at
least three arson fires on the North
Side and Chicago police are hoping
someone will recognize him. The
fires were all set in the early morn-
ing hours of Nov. 24, 2024, but police
are only now releasing surveillance
video and details about the crimes.

CPD said the man set fires in the
1300 block of W. Early at 2:45 a.m.;
the 5600 block of N. Ridge at 2:55
a.m.; and the 5800 block of N. Glen-
wood at 3:20 a.m. He is White, has
medium-length hair, and may have
had a mustache in November. He
was wearing a long dark coat and a
fedora as he walked around with a
colorful guitar case on his back.

In a video released Friday, the
man is seen lighting a piece of paper
on fire and tossing it into a residen-
tial garbage bin on Early Ave. As he
walks away, the flames grow bigger
and bigger. According to the video,
he is suspected of setting “several”
similar fires.

Anyone with information that
could help with the police inves-
tigation can contact arson detec-
tives at 312-746-7618 regarding case
#JH509735.

Shootout in North Side
apartment leaves man dead

Police say a man was shot and
killed during a shootout in a West
Rogers Park apartment March 23. In-
vestigators are looking for two sus-
pects who fled the area in a vehicle.

Chicago police said a 32-year-old
man and two other men became
embroiled in an argument in an
apartment in the 6400 block of N.
Richmond around 2:43 a.m. The
situation escalated and devolved
into an “exchange of gunfire in the
apartment,” according to a CPD
statement.

The victim, who suffered a gun-
shot wound to his chest, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

A source familiar with the investi-
gation said the men had been drink-
ing before the shooting. Bullet holes
riddled the apartment walls and a
firearm was recovered at the scene.

An officer at the scene described
the suspects as two Black men be-
tween 25 and 30 years old. One was
tall and skinny with dreadlocks. He
wore a blue and black jacket. The
other wore a dark jacket.

Teens charged
with Old Town carjacking
Two teenage offenders, one 16,

the other 17, have been charged
with Aggravated Vehicular Hijacking

|
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in Old Town.

The two youth offenders were ar-
rested on March 20, in the 1400 block
of N. Sedgwick St at approximately
2:52 p.m. and 2:57 p.m., respectively.
They were identified as the offenders
who participated in taking a vehicle
at gunpoint from a 47-year-old male
victim on March 7, in the 1300 block of
N. Sedgwick St.

The offenders were placed into
custody and charged accordingly.

Federal judge tosses lawsuit
seeking to hold CPD responsible
for not pursuing

violent robbery crew

A federal judge has dismissed Da-
kotah Earley’s lawsuit that tried to
hold the city and a handful of Chicago
police officers responsible for not
pursuing a carload of armed robbers
who later shot and nearly killed Earley
during a holdup in Lincoln Park.

The lawsuit, U.S. District Judge
LaShonda Hunt recently summarized
in her order dismissing the case,
sought to hold the city responsible
for “a policy that chills and hampers
police officers from pursuing fleeing
suspects.”

“The happy side afterall thisis we're
too busy living,” Earley’s mom, Joy
Dobbs, said. “Dakotah has relocated.
He is taking some finance classes...
Things are great and God is so good
and present.”

An appeal may be forthcoming.

It has been nearly three years since
an armed man rounded a corner and
confronted Early with a firearm at the
intersection of Wayne and Webster in
Lincoln Park. Earley struggled with the
man, who shot him and then, while
demanding Earley’s phone password,
shot him again as he lay writhing in
pain in the street.

A nearby surveillance camera re-
corded it all — audio and video. Earley
was not expected to survive. Little by
little, with his mom at his bedside, his
condition slowly improved. Doctors
had to amputate part of his leg. It took
months for him to finally go home.

The holdup is part of a two-night
wave of robberies in Lakeview and
Lincoln Park that left at least eight
victims in its wake. In one of the ear-
lier holdups, robbers got away with
a Lakeview man'’s white BMW, which
had been parked in the 2900 block of
N. Halsted.

Shortly before Earley was robbed
and shot, CPD officers found the BMW
on Museum Campus Dr. and tried to
pull it over. But the driver sped away,
and the cops let it go.

“It took off. We tried to put a stop
on it,” an officer radioed. “We're not
following. We're not chasing. Show
us heading into [the station] to do an
eluding” report.

Almost exactly an hour later, that
BMW rolled up to the corner of Web-
ster and Wayne in Lincoln Park. A gun-
man got out of it and ambushed Early.
Police believed the crew responsible
for robbing the BMW’s owner and
Earley may have robbed 20 people
on the North Side in three days. Most
of those occurred after police ended
their pursuit of the BMW downtown.

Investigators ultimately made a
couple of arrests. A man named Ty-
shon Brownlee is accused of shoot-
ing and robbing Earley. His case is still
pending. The getaway driver who pi-
loted the stolen BMW received a five-
year sentence in 2023.

Add'l terms apply. Offer subject to change
and vary by dealer. Expires 3/30/25.
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New prosecutor’s
strict shoplifting policy
is bad news for Leonard Johnson

Mugshots of Leonard Johnson is seen
in mugshots from 2018, 2020, and
March 12.

The decision by Cook County’s
new top prosecutor to enforce state
shoplifting laws as they are written
is troubling news for a veteran of this
blotter's reporting, Leonard John-
son. Recently departed Cook County
State’s Attorney Kim Foxx refused to
charge people with felony shoplifting
unless they stole merchandise worth
more than $1,000 or had at least ten
prior convictions.

But Eileen O’Neill Burke reversed
that policy on her first day in office
last December. She ordered her team
to follow state law, making the felony
threshold $300. She also instructed
prosecutors to enforce a state law al-
lowing for felony charges to be filed
in cases involving less than $300 if the
accused has a previous theft convic-
tion.

On March 12, Chicago police re-
ceived a “suspicious person” call
about two men loading stolen mer-
chandise into a Chevy Malibu in the
2600 block of N. Elston, a CPD report
said. Officers found the Malibu unat-
tended and searched the area and
detained Johnson, 26, and another
man who were carrying merchandise
nearby.

In a report, an officer said Johnson
admitted “he did take merchandise
without paying but is willing to give it
back.” Johnson also told the cops that
he had more merchandise in his car,
according to the report.

Johnson, police said, admitted “he
steals often and he steals to sell as
well as keep for himself.”

The police recovered material al-
legedly stolen from three stores on
the block: $343 from Burlington; $348
from Ross Dress For Less; and $254
from Five Below.

Under Foxx, those would be misde-
meanor charges. But not under Burke.
Her office charged Johnson with two
counts of felony retail theft over $300
and felony retail theft of under $300
with a previous conviction, according
to court records. The man police ar-
rested with Johnson faces two felony
counts and, because he does not have
a prior theft conviction, one misde-
meanor charge.

Johnson has been featured here
twice before, first for a robbery he
committed on the Red Line in River
North and later for a carjacking in Lin-
coln Park.

In 2018, Johnson was ID'd in a CTA
video as the “primary aggressor” in a
group that surrounded a man on the
Grand Red Line CTA platform, de-
manded his wallet, and then tried to
withdraw money from his accounts
at the station’s ATM. He eventually re-
ceived a 3-year prison sentence.

Two years and one day after the
CTA robbery, Johnson and two ac-
complices carjacked a 27-year-old
man in the 900 block of W. Armitage.
Prosecutors said the men pulled the
victim from his car, drove away with
it, and then used his credit card at a
gas station near Aurora. CPD detec-
tives recognized Johnson (this may
sound familiar) from the store’s video
footage.

Johnson pleaded guilty to vehicular
hijacking in March 2022 in exchange
for a 6-year sentence.

Daytime knife attack leaves man
critically injured in the Loop
A man is in critical condition after
being stabbed in the chest during a
fight in the Loop March 19. The day-
time attack was caught on video.
Chicago police said the 27-year-

old victim got into an argument
with another man near the corner of
Dearborn and Van Buren around 6:15
p.m. Video posted by Chicago Critter
shows the assailant holding a knife
and taking full roundhouse swings
with the weapon.

The victim ultimately falls to the
pavement in the middle of the street,
and the assailant is seen stabbing him
while he is down.

CPD officers applied a chest seal
and a tourniquet to stem the victim's
blood loss from stab wounds on his
arm and torso.

He told the police that the attacker,
a Hispanic man, fled the scene in a
green Chevy Malibu with a Hispanic
woman wearing a pink dress. The vic-
tim added that the couple may live
near the 69th Street Red Line station.

Woman charged with shooting
and stabbing her estranged friend
in Rogers Park

Nearly three years after a woman
was shot and stabbed in Rogers Park,
her estranged friend is now facing
charges after being extradited from
Texas.

On April 29,
2022, Chicago
police said a 23-
year-old woman
was stabbed and
shot in the legs in
the 7100 block of
N. Glenwood by

- ; someonesheknew.
Malika Alford Within a month,
prosecutors charged Kamiah Alford
with handing a gun to the shooter,
who was arguing with the victim.
Now, prosecutors say the shooter was
Alford’s sister, Malika.

Malika Alford, 30, allegedly fled
to Texas after the shooting but was
recently arrested in the Dallas area
and brought back to Chicago to face
charges.

Prosecutors said the victim decided
to end her friendship with Malika Al-
ford and travelled to the 7100 block of
N. Glenwood to return a wig she had
borrowed from her. When the victim
and Malika met in the middle of the
street, Malika pulled out a knife and
began swinging, according to a de-
tention petition.

She successfully stabbed the victim
in both legs. Malika then asked her
sister for a firearm and shot the victim
in her left leg, officials said. The Alford
sisters fled after the attack.

Prosecutors told Judge James
Murphy that Alford had three other
outstanding warrants when authori-
ties scooped her up in suburban Dal-
las. Murphy ordered her detained on
charges of attempted murder, aggra-
vated battery by discharging a fire-
arm, and additional aggravated bat-
tery counts.

Kamiah Alford pleaded guilty to
aggravated battery in a public place
in June 2024 and received a five-year
sentence from Judge Tyria Walton,
according to court records. She was
paroled last September.

Civil rights complaint filed against
education board
over Title IX violations

The Defense of Freedom Institute
for Policy Studies [DFI] and the Liberty
Justice Center [LJC] have filed a fed-
eral civil rights complaint with the U.S.
Dept. of Education’s Office for Civil
Rights against the lllinois State Board
of Education [ISBE] and Chicago Pub-
lic Schools [CPS]. The complaint al-
leges that ISBE and CPS are violating
Title IX by requiring students to share
bathrooms, locker rooms, and over-
night accommodations with mem-
bers of the opposite sex based on
self-declared “gender identity.”

The complaint argues that ISBE and
CPS policies conflict with Title IX's
guarantees by mandating students
to share intimate spaces as a condi-
tion for accessing school programs.
According to these policies, students
uncomfortable with such arrange-
ments are advised to use alternative

Chicago reigns
as USA ‘homicide capital’
for 13th straight year

BY GLENN MINNIS
The Center Squared

For the 13th consecutive year, the
city of Chicago once again reigned
as the nation’s homicide capital in
2024 with 573 murders. Ted Dab-
rowski, the president of Wirepoints,
believes that the illness has festered
for too long.

Even as overall murder rates
across the country dipped, Chi-
cago also claimed the top spot for
the highest murder rate per capita
among big cities at 21.5 per 100,000
population. That's three times the
level of Los Angeles and nearly five
times that of New York City.

“It means we have a real problem
and we're sick,” Dabrowski told The
Center Square. “Until we get serious,
this murder problem is going to be a
drag on the city in terms of attract-
ing people, attracting businesses
and, worse, it's going to keep chas-
ing people away and chasing busi-
nesses away. It's something we have
to get our hands around.”

Dabrowski adds that while Chi-
cago Mayor Brandon Johnson often
talks about crime being down in the
city, the truth is numbers are down
across the country, just not nearly as
much in Chicago.

“It’s true the crime is down some-
what, but it's down dramatically
across the country,” he said. “It's
barely down here. You've got places
like Jacksonville where murders are
down 50%. You've got places like
Baltimore, Philadelphia and Wash-
ington, D.C., where it's down 30 to
35%. Our murders are only down
8%. We're just part of the national
wave, but we're almost not partici-
pating in that national wave.”

In all, 19 of the top 20 cities for
total homicides in 2024 saw fewer
murders than the year before.

“It's kind of sickening that we
don’tthink that we need to haverule
of law,” Dabrowski said. “We have a
mayor that makes apologies for kids
doing big crimes as they're just be-
ing kids; we've had a state’s attorney
that has refused to prosecute in the
way that she should and we have a
really low arrest rate, which is a big
result of low police morale due to
city officials that don’t support po-
lice. It's a broken chain of criminal
justice.”

facilities, such as “a nearby all-gen-
der or secure-access restroom.” The
complaint states this approach sub-
ordinates sex to gender ideology in
violation of Title IX.

Additionally, the complaint high-
lights procedures from ISBE that
prevent parental notification re-
garding these issues. It notes that
schools are instructed not to inform
chaperones or parents about hous-
ing arrangements for transgender,
nonbinary, or gender nonconform-
ing students during overnight trips.

Despite federal court rulings
against unlawful redefinitions of
Title IX, DFl and LJC claim ISBE and
CPS continue enforcing conflicting
policies. They urge the Office for
Civil Rights to investigate these en-
tities and ensure compliance with
Title IX under threat of losing fed-
eral funding.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com
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‘Auntie’ whose Lexus got caught up
in CPD narcotics bust, is now department’s 2nd in command

BY CWBCHICAGO

Yolanda Talley, whose Lexus
was scooped up during a Chicago
Police Dept. narcotics investiga-
tion while she was head of the
agency’s internal affairs divi-
sion, has been promoted to First
Deputy Superintendent, making
her the highest-ranking officer
behind Supt. Larry Snelling.

In Feb. 2022, Chicago cops saw
a frequently arrested man named
Kenneth Miles pick up a colorful
bag next to a parked car and en-
ter the passenger seat of a silver
Lexus sedan owned by Talley.

As the officers followed the
car, Miles allegedly threw a large
Ziplock bag containing 84 bag-
gies of suspected heroin from
Talley’s passenger-side window.
Street value of the dope, per pros-

ecutors: $6,300.

Cops stopped the Lexus, which
was being driven by Talley’s
niece, who had borrowed the
vehicle from the internal affairs
chief.

“My auntie is probably your
boss,” the woman told officers as
their body camera rolled, a warn-
ing that they were dealing with
someone related to a high-rank-
ing CPD officer.

WGN reported that police re-
turned Talley’s car to her niece
after Miles’ arrest, even though
the niece was driving on a sus-
pended license. Questions contin-
ued to be raised about why CPD
returned the chief’s Lexus when
the department routinely seizes
the vehicles of ordinary citizens
in much smaller narcotics cases.

Talley was never accused of be-

Yolanda Talley

ing involved in the incident, other
than loaning her car to a relative.
However, CPD’s superintendent at
the time, David Brown, benched
all of the officers who arrested
Miles that day without providing
a public explanation.
CWBChicago reported exclu-
sively that Miles was also the
“John Doe” who provided incor-

rect information to Chicago cops
that resulted in the infamous mis-
taken raid on Anjanette Young’s
home.

Now, Talley will become Snel-
ling’s top aide, responsible for the
department’s day-to-day opera-
tions. The post has been vacant
since the last “first,” Eric Carter,
retired in the spring of 2023.

Talley is a 30-year CPD veter-
an and becomes the first woman
to hold the second-in-command
post, according to the depart-
ment’s press release announcing
her promotion.

As for Miles, he ultimately re-
ceived a two-year sentence for
tossing the heroin from Talley’s
car plus another two years for a
separate drug case he was on bail
for at the time of the incident.

Illinois human trafficking bill focuses
cross-agency coordination, victims

Leaders expect human
trafficking numbers

in state are higher than
reports indicate

BY BRIDGETTE FOX
Capitol News

As Chicago is one of the main
crossroads in North America for
human trafficking, a Senate com-
mittee passed a bill last week that
would give specialized training
on the fighting this crime and es-
tablish coordination across mul-
tiple state agencies and partners.

Human trafficking is defined
by the U.S. Justice Dept. as “a
crime that involves compelling or
coercing a person to provide labor
or services, or to engage in com-
mercial sex acts.”

Senate Bill 2323 follows mul-
tiple recommendations from the
state Joint Human Trafficking
Working Group formed in 2023.
The recommendations included
victim screening, multi-agency
coordination, victim-focused
training and more.

Advocate and Chicago-native
Brenda Myers-Powell, who was
a victim of human trafficking for
25 years starting as a child, spoke
at the state Capitol in support of
the bill.

“I wish someone had recog-
nized the signs when I was vul-
nerable,” Myers-Powell said. “The
expanded screening for youth in
state care could have identified
my situation before it escalated.
The creation of standards of care
means survivors like me won’t
have inconsistent, sometimes re-
traumatizing responses I encoun-
tered.”

If the bill is implemented, mul-
tiple state agencies would have to
make new units that work across
jurisdictions and have specialized
training to work with victims and
potential future victims.

“As a transportation hub, [Il-
linois and Chicago], rank among
the highest in the number of hu-
man trafficking cases in the
whole United States,” Sen. Julie
Morrison, the bill’s lead sponsor,
said March 19.

The Illinois Dept. of Children
and Family Services, one of the
agencies involved in the bill,

would be required to maintain a
human trafficking unit, which has
the main goal of helping victims
with case management and other
services.

In a Senate committee hear-
ing March 18, Illinois State Po-
lice Director Brendan Kelly said
there were fewer than 600 victims
of human trafficking reported to
state agencies between 2021 and
2023. Another 966 possible cases
of child trafficking were reported
to DCFS over the same period.
But with the massive inflow of
illegal aliens into Chicago over
the last three years, Kelly said
the reported numbers are likely
only a fraction of the actual cases.
Those aliens in Chicago illegally
are not likely to go to the police
when they experience, witness,
or participate in incidents of traf-
ficking.

“We know that human traffick-
ing exists in our state but is some-
times unrecognized, as victims
aren’t identified, and underlying
crimes are unreported,” Kelly
said March 19.

Kelly said law enforcement
knows how to recognize “the bad
guy” but is not always as good at
recognizing that the person with
a perpetrator might be being vic-
timized.

“We have to have a compre-
hensive approach to this so that

. when we encounter someone
who’s a victim, that there is a
handshake between law enforce-
ment and all these social service
providers because it’s simply not
enough just to hand them a pam-
phlet or a phone number or just
go on to the next bad guy,” said
Kelly. “We have to break the cycle
but making sure we’re better serv-
ing victims.”

The bill also repeatedly men-
tioned improving ‘“victim-cen-
tered, trauma-informed” respons-
es from law enforcement and
other agencies.

Kelly said training on the com-
plex trauma of human trafficking
and taking input from survivors
like Myers-Powell will make
combatting the problem easier.

The bill now goes to the full
Senate for a vote.

Most common forms of trafficking

The hidden nature of traffick-
ing in persons prevents a precise
count of the number of victims
in Chicago and around the world,
but available research indicates
that more people fall victim to
labor forms of trafficking than
sex trafficking.

Although labor trafficking
and sex trafficking are usually
analyzed as separate traffick-
ing issues, victims of both forms
often share a common denomina-
tor: their trafficking ordeal start-
ed with a migration in search of
economic alternatives.

Indeed the criminal move-
ment of victims across or within
borders is a common trait in many
trafficking crimes. With inden-
tured servitude, the focus should
be on the exploitation and control
of a person through force, fraud,
or coercion—not on the move-
ment of that person. Any per-
son who is recruited, harbored,
provided, or obtained through
force, fraud, or coercion for the
purpose of subjecting that person
to involuntary servitude, forced
labor, or commercial sex qualifies
as a trafficking victim.

The top forms it takes are
through forced labor, bonded
labor, debt bondage and invol-
untary servitude among migrant
laborers, forced child labor and
involuntary domestic servitude.

Most instances of forced labor
occur as unscrupulous employ-
ers take advantage of gaps in
law enforcement to exploit vul-
nerable workers suffering from
unemployment, poverty, crime,
discrimination, corruption, politi-

cal conflict, and cultural accep-
tance of the practice. Immigrants
are particularly vulnerable, but
individuals are also forced into
labor in their own countries.
Women and girls in domes-
tic servitude, are often sexually
exploited as well. Forced labor
is a form of human trafficking
that can be harder to identify and
estimate than sex trafficking.
Bond, or debt, is sometimes
used to keep a person under
subjugation. The recent mass
migration over the southern bor-
der has facilitated this form as
criminal cartels collect the debts
created by fees charged to help
illegal aliens to cross into Amer-
ica. Some bonded labor enslaves
people by passing unpaid debt
from generation to generation.
The intentional imposition
of exploitative and often illegal
debts on these laborers in Chi-
cago, are often with the complic-
ity or support of labor agencies
and employers. Chicago and II-
linois is a ‘welcoming’ sanctuary
city in part because employers
want to exploit the cheap labor an
illegal immigrant would perform.
Sometimes this involuntary servi-
tude comes with the use of physi-
cal force or restraint to compel a
worker to enter into forced labor.
Domestic workers may be
trapped in servitude through the
use of force or coercion, such as
physical (including sexual) or
emotional abuse. Children are
particularly vulnerable. Domes-
tic servitude is particularly diffi-
cult to detect because it occurs in
private homes.
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Openlands,
Park District
tree care days

Those with a passion for trees
who may be seeking hands-on
opportunities to volunteer in Chi-
cago parks while expanding your
knowledge for trees can join the
Openlands Forestry Program at a
Community Tree Care Day.

These bi-monthly workdays are
held in local parks, and provide
a chance for people and commu-
nity groups to unite and engage
in tree care activities. Upcoming
Days are March 26, April 10 and
April 22.

Twice a month, Openlands
staff will facilitate a stewardship
workday in a Chicago park mid-
day for three hours focusing on
tasks such as mulching, watering,
pruning, and other essential tree
care activities. Many of the trees
being cared for were planted dur-
ing an earlier Openland commu-
nity tree planting event.

Openlands will supply the nec-
essary tools, water, and provide
basic lessons in tree identification
and care. For more information
write to treekeepers@openlands.
org.

FREE
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with Salvatore Ferragamo began
in the early 1950s when Hepburn
chose Ferragamo’s black suede
slip-on loafers for a pivotal dance
scene in “Funny Face (1957). So I
am grateful to Piccolo Sogno for
the fabulous invitation to a private
lunch with Salvatore’s nephew,
Florentine Salvatore Ferragamo,
who directs the famed fashion and
burgeoning wine empire today.

I carried my small Ferragamo
leather bag with me in tribute,
joining a dining room filled with
A-list guests for the three-course
lunch of Italian grandeur. My bag
proved genuine.

The luncheon vittles were
paired with fabulous Ferragamo
vineyard’s wine. Piccolo Chef/
Owner Tony Pirola ensured ev-
erything was luscious and haunt-
ingly memorable. I don’t think
his partner-owner, Ciro Longo-
bardo, our host, ever sat down
for three minutes. Vittles were so
balanced with all five of the high-
end wines, including the delicate
Italian Rosé. And rich and robust
reds that paired beautifully with
the mushroom risotto and re-
newed with another dynamic red,
Brunello, for the entrée of veal
cheeks.

Salvatore is an elegant gentle-
man schooled in Britain. Tall,
handsome and sophisticated.
Made the rounds of all the tables
and generously spent quality time
with guests. He loved Chicago.
Of course I delighted in purchas-
ing some wine for home use. Just
a lovely lunch.

STREETERVILLE DEATH:
Chicago has lost a treasured soul
in the death of Streeterville land-
scape architect Bernie Jacobs.
Like Daniel Burnham, Bernie
conceptualized in the multi-
dimensions of nature living in
harmony alongside everyday life,

Open Arms United
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor
Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer 10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place
(Nursery through 5th Grade)
Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer
7:30 pm Bible Study

817 Grace St. 773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING
OAUWCChicago.org

human life expanded and uplifted
by fragrant beauty.

PETS: Our friends at Pets Are
Worth Saving tell us Chicago
faces a serious, ongoing struggle
against pet homelessness. Intake
is surging at Chicago Animal
Care & Control, the city animal
shelter, and overcrowding remains
dangerously high, putting pets at
risk of euthanasia.

Shelters are short-staffed and
under-funded. Last year they took
in over 15,200 pets—2,295 more
than the previous year. In 2025,
intake continues to climb—19%
more animals have come in than
in January and February of last
year. And the high-volume pup-
py and kitten season hasn’t even
started yet. As a result, euthana-
sia at the city shelter continues
to rise. 3,694 animals lost their
lives last year — up from 3,306 in
2023 and 2,763 in 2022. This is a
problem we can fix.

LIFE: We keep hearing tales
about that suburban baby with a
political pedigree about to start
looking for his papa. Where could
he be?

LAST CHUCKER: The Oak
Brook Polo Club will close after
more than a century. The club,
at 700 Oak Brook Rd., has been
a friendly haven, and equine-lov-
ing, sophisticated gathering place
for refined sports enthusiasts. It
has been the heartland center of
the sport of kings in America.
The Oakbrook Village Manager
said the club’s closing is a loss to
the village and its cultural legacy.
The historic participation of the
Butler Family, there, has been
without equal.

MR & MRS: Alexis Fasseas
wed Martin Harrison under
sunny skies March 15 at the Fas-
seas family beach home in La-
guna Beach. This is what dreams
are made of.

EXPO CHICAGO: This all
encompassing contemporary art
event returns to Navy Pier April
24-27. Get tickets now.

EYESORES: Loved the recent
“Eye Sores” list that chose the for-
mer Ditka’s as #1 with their huge
sign still hanging after closing 5
years ago.

ART LECTURE: Illinois Pa-
trons of the Arts in the Vatican
will present the Bishop Birming-
ham (free) Lecture at Holy Name
Cathedral, 735 N. State St., 6:30
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Ciro Longobardo and Tony Pirola.

Jim Houlihan with his Houlihan tribe.

Stanley Paul and Eleanor DeMoss.

to 8 p.m. April 28, entitled “Be-
tween Heaven and Earth: Art,
Faith & Care of our Common
Home,” presented by Dr. Gloria
Groom, Chair of Painting and
Sculpture at the Art Institute of
Chicago. She’s tops.

Salvatore Ferragamo and Audrey

Hepburn (above). Fashion heir
Salvatore Ferragamo (right).

ARCHITECTURE: New di-
rectors at Chicago Architecture
Biennial were announced with
Jennifer Armetta as first Ex-
ecutive Director and Florencia
Rodriguez this years Artistic Di-
rector.

BALLY’S SHUTTLE: Those
Bally’s Casino buses from China-
town to the casino make 30 trips
everyday. Community leaders
fear the neighborhood is being
targeted as the casino struggles
for cash.

ARRIVEDERCI: Tarantino’s
Italian restaurant in Lincoln Park
is closing. The popular eatery
opened in 1995. John and Pink
Tarantino posted a sign outside
the restaurant at 1112 W. Armit-
age Ave., saying, “Thank you for
30 incredible years.”

WHO’S WHERE: Dr. Rose
Gomez and pal, Lili, from Zur-
ich, have made the rounds from
Chicago to Vail and Aspen, then
Nashville and Savannah heading

toward South Beach, what a jour-
ney... fabulous reception “Lucien
Lagrange Living On” honored
Chicago’s famed architect hosted
by Lucien’s newest design Riu Ho-
tel and wife, Melinda Jakovich
Lagrange... Bobbi Panter and

Matt Arnoux have been the toast
of Paris of late adding beauty and
style to the home of chic amid all
that Givenchy... Chicago’s April
Aloisio and Joanie Palato will
blend their voices in a special
concert in Cincinnati’s Memorial
Hall on Monday April 14... Jim’s
Original, known for its Maxwell
Street Polish, the street food icon,
is opening a third location in Or-
ange County, CA... Matt Tully,
St. Ignatius College Prep alum
announcing the expansive finan-
cial gains made in support of
student funds... Deeply liked DJ
Robert Murphy’s St. Patrick’s
badge looks to be a “get out of jail
free” badge... Eamonn Cum-
mins and Pennie Taylor were
very “swell-groomed” for St. Pat-
rick’s display... Karen Carlson
busy hosting her son’s rehearsal
dinner, overjoyed for him and his
soon-to-be bride, special thanks to
Elda de la Rosa for designing her
beautiful dress... Stanley Paul
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doing Friday happy hour with
Marc and Eleanor DeMoss...
everyone’s favorite politico, Jim
Houlihan, with army of offer-
ing at Old St. Patrick’s Church...
Jolanta Ruege sipping in el-
egant style in Scottsdale, AZ...
Jane Justic and family cheering
their basketball star, Max Justic,
on Brother Rice’s Champion-
ship Basketball Team... Chris-
tie’s Steven Zick in Palm Beach
at the auction house’s “AmfAR
2025 celebration thanks to the
generous support of Ken Griffin
honoring Martha Stewart and
Steve and Andrea Wynn raising
over $4 million... Bravo Chicago
attorney Ken Moll who just ran
the Los Angeles Marathon with
college son, Charlie Moll...
Irish Fiddler Patricia Treacy,
joined us for Ralph Lauren lunch
on St. Patrick’s Day and brought
her famed violin, and lifted the
lunchers with Irish delight.

OUR STAR: Chicago actor
Maralyn Maralyn is still out
earning, working on multiple epi-
sodes of Chicago Med, Chicago
PD/Fire too, worked an episode
on The Bear, now gearing up for
the show Monsters and one more
episode for The Bear last week.

JOGGING MARXIST: My
phones rang off the hook report-
ing what I saw with my own eyes,
in afternoon traffic March 18 at
Clybourn and Webster, when
jogging Marxist Ald. Daniel
La Spata [1st] ran head-on into
traffic just as the lights changed,
then doing a quick spin around to
avoid becoming flattened like a
pancake.

AS TEARS GO BY: Decca
Records announced that four
new songs by the late Marianne
Faithful will be released on June
6. Can’t wait.

Discipline is the highest form
of love. If you really love some-
one, you have to give them the
level of discipline they need.

—Coach Tom Izzo

tog515@gmail.com
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(L-R) Barack Obama’s family home in Hyde Park. Tour guide Steve Johnson during his South Side tour.
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the law,” he told us. Because of these bar-
riers, generations of Black Chicagoans
settled on the South Side, making it the
cultural heart of the city’s Black commu-
nity. This is where the Great Migration
brought thousands of Black families from
the South in search of work, and where
they built a thriving cultural and econom-
ic hub, arriving at two key train stations:
12th Street Station and 63rd Street Station.
Steve explained that when Black migrants
arrived, they had no choice but to stay on
the South Side, as they were legally barred
from living in other parts of the city. Over
time, these communities flourished, giving
birth to a rich cultural and historical legacy
that still defines Chicago today.

As we drove, Johnson painted a pic-
ture of how much Chicago has changed
over the years. In the late 1800s, the city
had about 400,000 people, but by 1970,
it had exploded to 3.7 million, making it
the fastest-growing city in America at the
time. People came for jobs—railroads,
steel mills, stockyards, auto factories, and
shipping industries made Chicago an eco-
nomic powerhouse. The South Side was at
the heart of this boom, with over 100,000
people working in train-related jobs alone.
Black migrants, leaving Southern states,
were a huge part of this transformation.
“By 1972, there were 1.2 million Black
residents in Chicago, making it the largest
Black population in any U.S. city outside of
New York,” Johnson explained. However,
as industries declined, so did the popula-
tion, and today, Chicago sits at 2.7 million
people—still a major city, but one that has
seen dramatic changes over the decades.

The South Side is also home to some
of the most important historical and cul-
tural landmarks in the city. We saw the
Bronzeville neighborhood, once the big-
gest Black neighborhood in America,
which was home to famous figures like
Muddy Waters and Ida B. Wells. Johnson
pointed out the former home of Muham-
mad Ali and took us through Hyde Park,
where Barack Obama lived before be-
coming president. Hyde Park is unique
in Chicago—it’s one of the few neighbor-
hoods where, as Johnson put it, “everyone
lives here, it’s the most integrated part of
Chicago.” Unlike much of the city, which
remains highly segregated, Hyde Park has

been an integrated community for decades.
A major reason for this is the Univ. of Chi-
cago, which attracts students and faculty
from around the world, creating a more
diverse and inclusive environment. “Every
year, young people come from all over the
world, and some stay,” Johnson explained.
“That’s why Hyde Park looks the same
today as it did in 1964.” Later in the tour,
at South Shore, we also got to see Kanye
West’s old house, a reminder of how the
South Side of Chicago has shaped some of
the most influential artists and figures in
the world.

While many people associate the South
Side primarily with its Black communi-
ty, Johnson made it clear that it’s not just
Black residents who live there. The South
Side is racially and economically diverse,
and beyond 100 blocks south, especially
on the East Side, there are many working-
class white neighborhoods. These areas,
often overlooked in discussions about the
South Side, are home to families who have
lived there for generations, many of whom
worked in steel mills and other industrial
jobs that once flourished in the area. “Peo-
ple don’t realize that the South Side has all
kinds of people—it’s not just Black,” John-
son said. “You go east past 100 blocks, and
you’ve got white working-class neighbor-
hoods that have been there forever.”

One of the most surprising things we
learned was just how much housing prices
vary across the South Side. Beverly, for
example, is one of the most beautiful and
well-maintained neighborhoods we saw,
with large historic homes and tree-lined
streets. Housing prices in Beverly are high-
er compared to some other South Side ar-
eas, but it remains an affordable alternative
to expensive North Side neighborhoods
like Lincoln Park.

We saw everything from public housing
projects to stunning historic homes, each
with its own story to tell. Every neighbor-
hood reflects a different chapter of Chica-
go’s past and present.

Beyond its history, the South Side is
simply beautiful. As we drove along Lake
Shore Dr., we were treated to an incredible
view of downtown Chicago from the South
Side. “This view is way prettier than from
the North Side,” Johnson joked, and look-
ing at the skyline from that angle, it was
hard to disagree. The architecture through-
out the South Side amazed us—elegant

RAVENSWOOD-LAKE VIEW HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

THE EARLY HISTORY

OF THE GREEN MILL

wiTH ROBERT LOERZEL

THURSDAY, MARCH 27 AT 6:30 P.M.
Lerner Auditorium, Conrad Sulzer Regional Library at 4455 N. Lincoln Ave.

topic for WBEZ’s Curious City show. Find

Robert Loerzel has been delving deep
into the early years of the Green Mill —
and related things, like the development of
the Uptown neighborhood — in a history
posted in chapters on his website,
robertloerzel.com. He also reported on this
out some of the secrets he has

uncovered on the beginnings of this beloved jazz club. Loerzel, a freelance
journalist, wrote the book Alchemy of Bones: Chicago’s Luetgert Murder Case of
1897 and co-wrote two episodes of WTTW'’s Chicago Stories series (“The Union
Stockyards” and “The Race to Reverse the River”).

brownstones, historic greystones, and tow-
ering modern high-rises stood side by side,
telling the story of a neighborhood that has
evolved but never lost its character.

One of the biggest takeaways from this
tour was just how much of Chicago’s his-
tory has been shaped by the South and
West Sides. From the birth of the Blues
to the legacy of industry, this part of the
city has been the backbone of Chicago’s
growth. And yet, many people—especially
those living on the North Side—never take
the time to explore it. Our tour of the South
Side wasn’t just educational—it was fun.
Johnson made us laugh, made us think, and
made us appreciate a part of the city that
we had barely known before. I recommend
this tour to anyone interested in exploring
all the beautiful sides and neighborhoods
the City of Chicago has to offer.

Find information and tickets at https://
www.viator.com/tours/Chicago/Chicago-
Tour-South-Side/d673-305473P3 or https:/
www.tripadvisor.com/AttractionProduc-
tReview-g35805-d23597720-Chicago_
Tour_South_Side-Chicago_Illinois.html
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Hot Diggity Dog!
April 5 at the
Edgewater Library

Frankfurters, franks, wieners, coneys,
or just plain “dogs.” Whatever you call
them, you’ll relish this program about
how hot dogs became the symbol of
American culture and why Chicago is
the center of hot dog culture.

Join Friends of the Edgewater Li-
brary at the Edgewater Branch, 6000
N. Broadway, for “Hot Diggity Dog!” at
noon on Saturday, April 5, to hear in-
ternationally recognized hot dog author
Bruce Kraig. He’ll talk about the ori-
gins of the hot dog, regional and world

L - styles of hot dogs,
o and their interest-
ing toppings.

Kraig, author of
Man Bites Dog:
Hot Dog Culture of
America, Hot Dog:
A Global History,
and other food-re-
lated books, is the
founding president
—— =9  of the Culinary
Historians of Chicago and Professor
Emeritus in History and Humanities at
Roosevelt University, Chicago.

In recognition of National Library
Week, Friends of the Edgewater Li-
brary, in partnership with Patio Beef,
6022 N. Broadway, will offer a special
deal to library cardholders. From April
5 through April 12, show your library
card at Patio Beef and receive a 20%
discount on anything on its menu. If
you don’t have a library card, go to any
Chicago Public Library to complete an
application; read details at chipublib.
org.

Bruce Kraig

TACULAR RETURNS!

WININERI

10 TONY AWARDS ==~ BEST MUSICAL!

BAZ LUHRMAX

BREVOLUTIONARY

FIL

THREE WEEKS ONLY! APRIL 2-20

BROADWAY INCHICAGO.com

Tickets available at all Broadway In Chicago Box Offices. Groups 10+: 312-977-1710

istered trademark of Moulin Rouge.
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Rogers Park Township Real Estate For Sale

H Real Estate For Sale H

H Real Estate For Sale H

H Real Estate For Sale H

H Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
LIMA ONE CAPITAL, LLC

Plaintiff

vs.

NUBURG GROUP, LLC SERIES Q, AN ILLINOIS
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY; THE CITY OF
CHICAGO; KIRK W. TURNER; UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS AND NON-RECORD

CLAIMANTS

Defendant

23 CH 4838

CALENDAR 59

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to
a Judgment of Foreclosure entered in the above
entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion will on May 5, 2025, at the hour 11:00 a.m.,
Intercounty's office, 120 West Madison Street,
Suite 718A, Chicago, IL 60602, sell to the highest
bidder for cash, the following described mortgaged
real estate:

P.I.N. 11-31-303-004-0000.

Commonly known as 6561 North Seeley Avenue,
Chicago, IL 60645.

The real estate is: single family residence. If the
subject mortgaged real estate is a unit of a com-
mon interest community, the purchaser of the unit
other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments
required by subsection (g-1) of Section 18.5 of the
Condominium Property Act. Sale terms: At sale, the
bidder must have 10% down by certified funds, bal-
ance within 24 hours, by certified funds. No refunds.
The property will NOT be open for inspection. Pro-
spective bidders are admonished to check the court
file to verify all information.

For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's
Attorney, Diaz Anselmo & Associates P.A., 1771
West Diehl Road, Suite 120, Naperville, IL 60563.
(630) 453-6960. 6980-192493

INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION

intercountyjudicialsales.com

13263274

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. Bank National Association

Plaintiff,

V.

Danilo L. Jones; lllinois Housing Development Au-
thority; The Birchwood Court Condominium Associ-
ation; Unknown Owners and Nonrecord Claimants
Defendants.

2024CH01395
7715 N HERMITAGE AVE 2C, CHICAGO, IL

60626

NOTICE OF SALE PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure
and Sale entered in the above cause on 2/3/2025,
an agent of Auction.com, LLC will conduct the auc-
tion in person at 12:00 PM on May 7, 2025 located
at 100 N LaSalle St., Suite 1400, Chicago, IL 60606,
and will sell at public sale to the highest bidder, as
set forth below, the following described real estate.
Commonly known as 7715 N HERMITAGE AVE
2C, CHICAGO, IL 60626

Property Index No. 11-30-213-055-1013

The real estate is improved with a Condominium.
The judgment amount was $130,495.86 Sale
Terms: 20% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to Auction.
com, LLC, No third party checks will be accepted.
Al registered bidders need to provide a photo ID in
order to bid. The balance, in certified funds/or wire
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. (relief
fee not required) The subject property is subject to
general real estate taxes, special assessments, or
special taxes levied against said real estate and is
offered for sale without any representation as to
quality or quantity of title and without recourse to
plaintiff and in "AS IS" condition. The sale is further
subject to confirmation by the court. Upon payment
in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive
a certificate of sale that will entitle the purchaser to
a deed to the real estate after confirmation of the
sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property, prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by the Condominium property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9 (g)(I) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by the Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SECTION 15-1701 (C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information, contact Plaintiffs attorney: CODILIS
& ASSOCIATES PC (630) 794-5300 please refer to
file number 14-23-07480.

Auction.com, LLC 100 N LaSalle St., Suite 1400
Chicago, IL 60606 - 872-225-4985 You can also
visit www.auction.com.

Attorney File No. 14-23-07480 Case Number:
2024CH01395

NOTE: PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COL-
LECTION PRACTICES ACT, YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY IS DEEMED
TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OB-
TAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
13261624

262626

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
PHH MORTGAGE CORPORATION

Plaintiff,

R
LEROY H. BAHLMANN, CHICAGO TITLE LAND
TRUST COMPANY SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE TO
HARRIS TRUST AND SAVINGS BANK U/T/A DAT-
ED MARCH 22, 1972 A/K/A TRUST NO. 35037,
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - SECRETARY
OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT,
CHESTERFIELD ON TOUHY CONDOMINIUM
ASSOCIATION, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS

Defendants

2024 CH 06535

2856-C W. TOUHY AVENUE

CHICAGO, IL 60645

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on February 19, 2025, an agent
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30
AM on April 14, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R,
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at a public in-person sale to
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following
described real estate:

Commonly known as 2856-C W. TOUHY AVENUE,
CHICAGO, IL 60645

Property Index No. 10-25-328-008-1049

The real estate is improved with a residence.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation. No third party checks will
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The
subject property is subject to general real estate
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-

out any representation as to quality or quantity of
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS"
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation
by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

Where a sale of real estate is made to satisfy a lien
prior to that of the United States, the United States
shall have one year from the date of sale within
which to redeem, except that with respect to a lien
arising under the internal revenue laws the period
shall be 120 days or the period allowable for re-
demption under State law, whichever is longer, and
inany case in which, under the provisions of section
505 of the Housing Act of 1950, as amended (12
U.S.C. 1701k), and subsection (d) of section 3720
of title 38 of the United States Code, the right to
redeem does not arise, there shall be no right of
redemption.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal
fees required by The Condominium Property Act,
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport, etc.)
in order to gain entry into our building and the fore-
closure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, examine the court file, CODILIS &
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation

at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.

15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527

630-794-5300

E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com

Attorney File No. 14-24-03319

Attorney ARDC No. 00468002

Attorney Code. 21762

Case Number: 2024 CH 06535

TJSCH#: 45-684

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used for
that purpose.

Case # 2024 CH 06535

13262888

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT — CHANCERY DIVISION
NEWREZ LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE
SERVICING,
Plaintiff,
V.-
ROCCO A. RENDA; COLUMBIA PARC CONDO-
MINIUM ASSOCIATION;
Defendants.
2024CHO6171
1620 W. Columbia Ave. Unit 2N,
Chicago, IL 60626
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on 1/29/2025, an agent of Auction.
com LLC will conduct the auction in person at 12:00
PM on 4/30/2025 located at 100 N LaSalle St., Suite
1400, Chicago, IL 60606, and will sell at public sale
to the highest bidder, as set forth below, the follow-
ing described real estate.
Commonly known as 1620 W. Columbia Ave. Unit
2N, Chicago, IL 60626
Property Index No. 11-31-408-021-1013
The real estate is improved with a Condominium.
The judgment amount was $130,592.56

Sale Terms: 20% down of the highest bid by certi-
fied funds at the close of the sale payable to Auction.
com LLC, No third party checks will be accepted.
Al registered bidders need to provide a photo ID in
order to bid. The balance, in certified funds/or wire
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. (relief
fee not required) The subject property is subject to
general real estate taxes, special assessments, or
special taxes levied against said real estate and is

offered for sale without any representation as to
quality or quantity of title and without recourse to
plaintiff and in “AS IS" condition. The sale is further
subject to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the
purchaser will receive a certificate of sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property, prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by the Condominium property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9 (g)(I) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by the Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701 (C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information, contact Plaintiffs attorney: Diaz
Anselmo & Associates, LLC (630) 453-6960 please
refer to file number 1496-204516.

Auction.com LLC

100 N LaSalle St., Suite 1400 Chicago, IL 60606
- 872-225-4985

You can also visit www.auction.com.

Attorney File No. 1496-204516

Case Number: 2024CH06171

NOTE: PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COL-
LECTION PRACTICES ACT, YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY IS DEEMED
TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OB-
TAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

191919
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Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

Lakeview Township Real Estate For Sale

“ Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
US BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT
IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS
OWNER TRUSTEE FOR VRMTG ASSET TRUST

Plaintiff,

V.-
COLM TREACY, TUAN ANH HOANG, STATE OF
ILLINOIS - DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE, JULIE
MAIKIRKEL, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NONRE-
CORD CLAIMANTS

Defendants

2024 CH 06888

4911 N ASHLAND AVENUE

CHICAGO, IL 60640

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on December 10, 2024, an agent
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM
on April 21, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chi-
cago, IL, 60606, sell at a public in-person sale to
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following
described real estate:

Commonly known as 4911 N ASHLAND AVENUE,
CHICAGO, IL 60640

Property Index No. 14-08-309-009-0000

The real estate is improved with a residence.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation. No third party checks will
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The
subject property is subject to general real estate
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS 1S"
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation
by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, examine the court file, CODILIS &
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.

15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527

630-794-5300

E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com

Attorney File No. 14-24-04464

Attorney ARDC No. 00468002

Attorney Code. 21762

Case Number: 2024 CH 06888

TJSCH#: 44-3220

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 2024 CH 06888

13263075

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY
AS OWNER TRUSTEE FOR LSF 11 MASTER
PARTICIPATION TRUST

Plaintiff

vs.

ALEJANDRO CASTRO, ROBERTO CARO, 5455
EDGEWATER PLAZA CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIA-
TION; UNKNOWN OWNERS GENERALLY, AND
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS

Defendant

22 CH 9613

CALENDAR 63

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to
a Judgment of Foreclosure entered in the above
entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion will on April 29, 2025, at the hour 11:00 a.m.,
Intercounty's office, 120 West Madison Street,
Suite 718A, Chicago, IL 60602, sell to the highest
bidder for cash, the following described mortgaged
real estate:

P.I.N. 14-08-203-016-1274.

Commonly known as 5455 N. Sheridan Rd., Unit
2505, Chicago, IL 60640.

The real estate is: condominium residence. The
purchaser of the unit other than a mortgagee shall
pay the assessments and the legal fees required
by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 9 of the
Condominium Property Act.. Sale terms: At sale,
the bidder must have 10% down by certified funds,
balance within 24 hours, by certified funds. No re-
funds. The property will NOT be open for inspec-
tion. Prospective bidders are admonished to check
the court file to verify all information.

For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's
Attorney, Altman, Strautins & Kromm, LLC d/b/a
Kluever Law Group, 200 North LaSalle Street, Suite
1880, Chicago, lllinois 60601. (312) 236-0077.
SPS001392-22FC1

INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION

intercountyjudicialsales.com

13262967

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
CITIZENS BANK NA F/K/A RBS CITIZENS NA
Plaintiff,

V-
SCOTT J OH, IRENE S OH, UNKNOWN OWNERS
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, FIRST AMERI-
CAN BANK

Defendants

22 CH 04524

3639 NORTH GREENVIEW AVENUE

CHICAGO, IL 60613

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on April 17, 2024, an agent for The
Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on May
5, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, One
South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, IL,
60606, sell at a public in-person sale to the highest
bidder, as set forth below, the following described
real estate:

Commonly known as 3639 NORTH GREENVIEW
AVENUE, CHICAGO, IL 60613

Property Index No. 14-20-121-006-0000

The real estate is improved with a two - four apart-
ment building.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certi-

fied funds at the close of the sale payable to The
Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party checks
will be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours.
The subject property is subject to general real es-
tate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale
without any representation as to quality or quantity
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS
1S" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC Plain-
tiff's Attorneys, One North Dearborn Street, Suite
1200, Chicago, IL, 60602. Tel No. (312) 346-9088.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC

One North Dearborn Street, Suite 1200

Chicago IL, 60602

312-346-9088

E-Mail: pleadings@mccalla.com

Attorney File No. 22-09388IL_782897

Attorney Code. 61256

Case Number: 22 CH 04524

TJSC#: 44-1155

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 22 CH 04524

13262732

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.

Plaintiff,

V-
ALAN BOUDREAU A/K/A ALAN H. BOUDREAU
JR.; 5125 N. KENMORE RESIDENCES CONDO-
MINIUM ASSOCIATION; UNKNOWN OWNERS &
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS; Defendants.

24 CH 1602

5125 North Kenmore Avenue Unit 5S, Chicago, IL
60640

NOTICE OF SALE PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure
and Sale entered in the above cause on 2/5/2025,
an agent of Auction.com, LLC will conduct the auc-
tion in person at 12:00 PM on May 7, 2025 located
at 100 N LaSalle St., Suite 1400, Chicago, IL 60606,
and will sell at public sale to the highest bidder, as
set forth below, the following described real estate.

urfaudience

Advertise in Skyline, Inside-Booster and

Commonly known as 5125 North Kenmore Avenue
Unit 5S, Chicago, IL 60640 Property Index No. 14-
08-402-015-1010-0000

The real estate is improved with a Condominium.
The judgment amount was $263,979.83 Sale
Terms: 20% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to Auction.
com, LLC, No third party checks will be accepted.
All registered bidders need to provide a photo ID in
order to bid. The balance, in certified funds/or wire
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. (relief
fee not required) The subject property is subject to
general real estate taxes, special assessments, or
special taxes levied against said real estate and
is offered for sale without any representation as to
quality or quantity of title and without recourse to
plaintiff and in "AS IS" condition. The sale is further
subject to confirmation by the court. Upon payment
in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive
a certificate of sale that will entitle the purchaser to
a deed to the real estate after confirmation of the
sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property, prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by the Condominium property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9 (g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by the Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701 (C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information, contact Plaintiffs attorney: LOGS
Legal Group LLP (847) 291-1717 please refer to file
number 23-100207-FCO1.

Auction.com, LLC 100 N LaSalle St., Suite 1400
Chicago, IL 60606 - 872-225-4985 You can also
visit www.auction.com.

Attorney File No. 23-100207-FC01 Case Number:
24 CH 1602

NOTE: PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COL-
LECTION PRACTICES ACT, YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY IS DEEMED
TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OB-
TAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
13262041

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORATION

Plaintiff,

V.-
KAITLYN GEORGE, 2970 LAKE SHORE DRIVE
ASSOCIATION, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS, SECRETARY OF HOUS-
ING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

Defendants

22 CH 12352

2970 NORTH LAKE SHORE DRIVE, #2D
CHICAGO, IL 60657

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on January 27, 2025, an agent for
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on
April 29, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Corporation,
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago,
IL, 60606, sell at a public in-person sale to the
highest bidder, as set forth below, the following
described real estate:

Commonly known as 2970 NORTH LAKE SHORE
DRIVE, #2D, CHICAGO, IL 60657

Property Index No. 14-28-203-027-1053

The real estate is improved with a condominium.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certi-
fied funds at the close of the sale payable to The
Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party checks

North

will be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours.
The subject property is subject to general real es-
tate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale
without any representation as to quality or quantity
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS
1S" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished
to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC Plain-
tiff's Attorneys, One North Dearborn Street, Suite
1200, Chicago, IL, 60602. Tel No. (312) 346-9088.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC

One North Dearborn Street, Suite 1200

Chicago IL, 60602

312-346-9088

E-Mail: pleadings@mccalla.com

Attorney File No. 22-13512il_866508

Attorney Code. 61256

Case Number: 22 CH 12352

TJSC#: 45-287

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 22 CH 12352

13262925
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
OLD SECOND NATIONAL BANK, A NATIONAL
BANKING ASSOCIATION

Plaintiff,

V-

3015 SOUTHPORT LLC, AN ILLINOIS LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY, 1356 WELLINGTON, LLC, AN
ILLINOIS LIABILITY COMPANY, NON-RECORD
AND UNKNOWN CLAIMANTS

Defendants

2024 CH 00323

1352-1356 W WELLINGTON AVE

CHICAGO, IL 60657

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on February 24, 2025, an agent

News-Star. Call 773-465-9700 for rates.

for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM
on April 3, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Corporation,
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago,
IL, 60606, sell at a public in-person sale to the
highest bidder, as set forth below, the following
described real estate:

Commonly known as 1352-1356 W WELLINGTON
AVE, CHICAGO, IL 60657

Property Index No. 14-29-114-026-0000, 14-29-
114-027-0000

The real estate is improved with a mixed use com-
mercial and residential property.

The judgment amount was $7,787,506.87.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Ju-
dicial Sales Corporation. No third party checks will
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The
subject property is subject to general real estate
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS"
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation
by the court.Upon payment in full of the amount bid,
the purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that
will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real es-
tate after confirmation of the sale.The property will
NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes no
representation as to the condition of the property.
Prospective bidders are admonished to check the
court file, the Cook County Clerk Records, the Cook
County Treasurer's Office and all other relevant
records to verify all information.IF YOU ARE THE
MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE
RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30
DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POS-
SESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION
15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORE-
CLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact Joel A. Stein, SCHOEN-
BERG FINKEL BEEDERMAN BELL & GLAZER,
LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 300 S. WACKER DRIVE,
SUITE 1500, CHICAGO, IL, 60606 (312) 648-
2300.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

Joel A. Stein

SCHOENBERG FINKEL BEEDERMAN BELL &
GLAZER, LLC

300 S. WACKER DRIVE, SUITE 1500

CHICAGO IL, 60606

312-648-2300

E-Mail: joel.stein@sfbbg.com

Attorney Code. 64807

Case Number: 2024 CH 00323

TJSC#: 45-603

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney
may be deemed to be a debt collector attempting to
collect a debt and any information obtained will be
used for that purpose.

13262264
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Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
‘We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700
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Deadline: 5pm Mondays

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Commercial Space for Rent

Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 800 to
1000 square feet, $15 per foot / UP. Three-year
lease @ $15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven
funds. 773-772-0808 please leave message.

Coins

North Michigan Ave.
Gold & Coin Buyer

BRIAN ANDREW & ASSOC.
« In business over 40 years «
333 North Michigan Ave.
Suite 1032

Chicago, Il 60601

We can come to you
www.andrewcoin.com

Trailer for sale, for boat or jet ski. Rims, jacks, spare
wheels included. $457. Call 773-818-0808

Furniture Removal/
Junk Removal

A Red'’s Hauling Service
Removal of unwanted items
from Basements, Garages, Attics,
Businesses, Estate Clearance
Senior Citizen Discount
FREE ESTIMATES
773-616-0979
redshaulingservice.com

Health & Fitness

Attention oxygen therapy users! Discover oxygen
therapy that moves with you with Inogen Portable
Oxygen Concentrators. Free information kit. 1-833-
650-5419

Dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400+ procedures. Real den-
tal insurance - not just a discount plan. Get your free
Information Kit with details! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP REPLACEMENT SUR-
GERY AND SUFFERED AN INFECTION between
2020 and the present time, you may be entitled to
compensation. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson
1-800-535-5727

STRUGGLING TO HEAR? Audien Hearing delivers
crystal-clear sound with affordable, invisible hearing
aids. Starting at $189! Call Now: 888-760-1015

Help Wanted

We are seeking a detail-ori-
ented and motivated remote
Part-Time Data Entry Special-
ist to join our team. As a Data
Entry Specialist, you will be
responsible for accurately and
efficiently inputting and man-
aging data into our systems,
ensuring data integrity and
maintaining high levels of ac-
curacy. This position offers a
flexible schedule, allowing you
to work part-time and balance
your personal and profes-
sional commitments. This role
offers a competitive salary of
$580 per week. Apply Email:
wowwhunn@gmail.com

Home Services

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM
DAMAGE? You need a local expert provider that
proudly stands behind their work. Fast, free esti-
mate. Financing available. Call 1-888-878-9091
Have zip code of property ready when calling!

Water damage cleanup & restoration: A small
amount of water can lead to major damage in your
home. Our trusted professionals do complete re-
pairs to protect your family and your home’s value!
Call 24/7: 1-888-872-2809. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rat-
ing COMMON AREAS CLEANING:
OFFICE CLEANING - CARPET
CLEANING + POWER WASHING -
SNOW REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Miscellaneou

Bath & shower updates in as little as 1 day! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 18 months! Lifetime
warranty & professional installs. Senior & military
discounts available. 1-877-543-9189

Become a published author. We want to read your
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & distribution. Call
for free author's guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Consumer Cellular - same reliable, nationwide cov-
erage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees free activation. All plans feature
unlimited talk & text, starting at just $20/mo. Call
1-877-751-0866

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB
Games! Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos
Stream on 20 devices at once. HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or higher.) No con-
tract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call
IVS 1-866-859-0405

Don't let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover
the ideal solution for anyone who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned about a fall or wants to regain
access to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!
1-833-399-3595

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

Home break-ins take less than 60 seconds. Don't
wait! Protect your family, your home, your assets
now for as little as 70¢/day! 1-844-591-7951

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way
up. Credit cards. Medical bills. Car loans. Do you
have $10k or more in debt? Call National Debt
Relief and find out how to pay off your debt for sig-
nificantly less than what you owe! Free quote: Call
1-844-955-4930

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom
bath or shower in as little as one day. For a limited
time, waving all installation costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. Offer
ends 3/30/25.) 1-844-501-3208

MobileHelp America’s premier mobile medical alert
system. Whether you're home or away. For safety
& peace of mind. No long term contracts! Free bro-
chure! Call 1-888-489-3936

!I0LD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER,
MARTIN, Etc. 1930's to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a
free 5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase* Call
1-855-948-6176 today to schedule a free quote. It's
not just a generator. It's a power move.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator may be covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 877-305-1535

Replace your roof withe best looking & longest last-
ing material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles
& multiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer up to 50% off install +
Additional 10% off install (military, health & 1st re-
sponders.) 1-833-370-1234

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring our free shower
package & $1600 off - limited time! Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

We buy houses for cash as is! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step process: Call, get
cash offer & get paid. Get your fair cash offer today
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-844-877-5833

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancel-
lation Experts Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free info package &
learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive reviews. 833-308-1971

Pool Maintenance

Common Area
Cleaning & Pool Maintenance
for your building.
Certified and Insured.
Flexible schedule.

SB Cleaning, Inc.
773-307-0537

Sleeping Rooms

Cook County - Chicago

Nice room w/ stove, fridge
& bath. Near ALDI,
Walgreens, beach, Red
Line & buses. Elevator &
Laundry. $149/wk and up.
773-275-4442

Cook County - Chicago

BIG ROOM with stove,
fridge, bath & nice wood
floors. Near Red Line &
Buses. Elevator & Laundry,
Shopping. $139/wk.
773-561-4970

Cook County - Chicago

Clean room, refrigerator,
microwave, near Oak Park,
Food-For-Less, Walmart,
Walgreens, Laundry,
Buses and Metra.
$140.00 a week and up.
$595.00 a month and up.
773-637-5957

BATH
REMODEL

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free

Installation.

CALL NOW
866.753.9521

SPECIAL OFFER
Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Add'l terms apply. Offer subject to change
and vary by dealer. Expires 3/30/25.

f,'v'ﬂ'-

With purchase of a
walk-in tub purchase.

.. Call today and receive a

C— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

o SAFENYSTEP

‘ WALK-IN TUB
- i- asob 417-1306

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

=]

any previous
value. Must present

It’s not justa
generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*

- valued at $535.

Call 866-643-0438 to
schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
e

*Terms and Conditions apply.

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE when tackling your roof!

LIMIT
Tl
OFF
SAVE!

SN
€RIEHOME.

D UPTO

507
OFF

INSTALLATION

FREE ESTIMATE
1.833.370.1234

Expires 4/30/2025 MADEINTHEU.S.A.

the offer may not avaiioble in-your afea ryou cal the number provided, y

e register.
numbers available at eriehome.com/erie-licenses/

email, d messages by Erie or s fifates and Somic Provders Using automaten Tecaiogies hOENStanding Ifyou aro o1 d
lease review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All ights reserved. License

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE

AT INSIDEONLINE.COM

.. . 1 ™ - g
SUPERIOR'EYECARE
SINCE 1987

Making Eyeglasses in 1 Hour

Broken Frame?
We can put your lenses into new frame

Exam FREE with purchase
of pair of eyeglasses, exam, fitting,
PLUS 3 month supply
of Oasys (sph) only $ 120

s g 7735251601
== m 2947 N. Broadway
WWW.SUPERIOREYECARECHICAGO.COM

HOME IMPROVEMENT

P& L

Construction Services, Inc.

Home Remodeling:

Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements & Exteriors
Commercial Services:

Office Remodeling, Tenant Improvements,
Commercial Doors & more

847-361-6306

www.plconstructionservicesinc.com

YOUR AD HERE

(o£:1]]
773-465-9700
to advertise

BATH REMODEL T00L LIQUIDATION

' TOOL 1

I LIQUIDATION

I * Welder Generator

Drain Rodder

Ridgid Threading Machine
Tank Torch Set

Ridgid Plumbing Tools

|

|

1 |773-818-0808|
l 101supplyok@gmail.com

RECYCLED - CHEAP
‘ EE N N - - .- ‘

TUCKPOINTING

ACCURATE
EXTERIOR
& MASONRY

Specializing in Tuckpointing
Chimneys, Brick Work, Lintel,
Parapet Walls, Parging,
City Violations & Roofing.
Rated “A” on Angie’s List
Licensed and Insured
Free Estimate

773-592-4535

(10S14A)

ark’s=

Tuckpointing &
Remodeling Co, Inc.
+ TUCKPOINTING - BRICKWORK
+ MASONRY - CHIMNEY
- MASONRY VIOLATIONS CORRECTED
+ LINTEL REPLACEMENT
- ROOFING - PARAPET WALLS
- GUTTERS - SOFFIT/FASCIA
10% DISCOUNT

FREE ESTIMATES - INSURED

(773) 774-0444

www.MarksTuckpointing.com

VIST OUR SHOWROOM TODAY

ADVANCED WINDOW CORP.

AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN WINDOWS & DOORS
MANUFACTURING & SALES

LASS & SCREEN REPAIRS

4935 W. Le Moyne St., Chicago, IL 60651
773-379-3500 www.advancedwindow.com

North Township Real Estate For Sale

H Real Estate For Sale H

H Real Estate For Sale H

H Real Estate For Sale H

H Real Estate For Sale H
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
AMS MECHANICAL SYSTEMS, INC.

Plaintiff,

V.
TREMONT CHICAGO, LLC, LMREC IV NOTE
HOLDER, INC., LMREC IV HOLDINGS |, INC.,
UNKNOWN OWNERS and NONRECORD CLAIM-
ANTS,

Defendants.

LMREC IV NOTE HOLDER, INC., a Delaware
corporation,

Plaintiff,

V.
TREMONT CHICAGO, LLC, a Delaware lim-
ited liability company, SELINA OPERATIONS
CHICAGO, LLC, AMS MECHANICAL SYSTEMS,
INC., ANCHOR MECHANICAL, INC., an lllinois
corporation, TRAVELZOO USA a/k/a TRAVELZOO
INC., a Delaware corporation, SOHO BOUTIQUE
CHICAGO LLG, an lliinois limited liability company,
MIKE DITKA'S - CHICAGO, LLC f/k/a IRON MIKE'S
L.L.C., an lllinois limited liability company, BERNA
GROUP LLC f/k/a PRECISION PLUMBERS, LLC,
FLANAGAN/BILTON LLC, the CITY OF CHICAGO,
EAST COAST INVESTMENTS, LLC, a Michigan
limited liability company, 64 E CHESTNUT LLC,
an lllinois limited liability company, and UNKNOWN
OWNERS and

NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,

Defendants.

Case No. 22-CH-08076 Consolidated with Case No.
23-CH-08380

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE OF REAL ESTATE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Default and Summary Judgment and Judgment
of Foreclosure and Sale (the "Judgment") entered in
the above cause on

February 27, 2025, Thomas J. Dart, Sheriff of Cook
County, lllinois, will, on April 9, 2025, at 1:00 p.m.,
outside room LLO6 of the Richard J. Daley Cen-
ter, 50 West Washington Street, Chicago, lllinois,
60602, offer for sale at public auction to the high-
est bidder for cash, as set forth below, the following
described real estate mentioned in such Judgment,
commonly known as the Tremont Hotel, 100-108 E.
Chestnut Street & 830 N. Ernst Court, Chicago, II-
linois, 60611:

PINS: 17-03-218-009, 17-03-218-017 AND 17-03-
218-019

ADDRESS: 100-108 E. CHESTNUT STREET &
839 N. ERNST COURT,

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611

Sale terms: At the time of the sale, 10% earnest
money in the form of a cashier's check or certified
bank check (no personal checks) at the time of sale,

with the balance due by certified funds within twenty-
four (24) hours after the sale. The subject property
is subject to real estate taxes, special assessments
or special taxes levied against said real estate and
is offered for sale without any representation as to
quality or quantity of title and without recourse to
Plaintiff. The sale is further subject to confirmation
by the Court. Upon payment in full of the amount
bid, the purchaser shall receive a Certificate of Sale,
which will entitle the purchaser to a Deed to the real
estate after Confirmation of the sale. The property
will NOT be open for inspection. Prospective bid-
ders are admonished to check the Court file to verify
all information.

For information: Examine the Court file or contact
Plaintiff's attorney: Keith E. Edeus, Jr.,

Nixon Peabody LLP, 70 West Madison, Suite 5200,
Chicago, III|n0|s 60602 (312) 977-4394.

1326235

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL COMPANY AS
TRUSTEE FOR THE WAMU MORTGAGE PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2003-AR10

Plaintiff,

v
STEVEN SCHULTZ, TOWD POINT MORTGAGE
TRUST ASSET-BACKED SECURITIES, SERIES
2021-SJ1, U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS INDENTURE TRUSTEE, NORTH STAR
TRUST COMPANY AS SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE
TO POPULAR BANK FKA BANCO POPULAR
NORTH AMERICA, AS TRUSTEE UNDER THE
PROVISIONS OF A CERTAIN TRUST AGREE-
MENT, DATED 5-7-99, AND KNOWN AS TRUST
NUMBER 26821
Defendants
2023 CH 07043
1252 NORTH STATE PARKWAY
CHICAGO, IL 60610
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-

ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered
in the above cause on January 16, 2025, an agent
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM
on April 17, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chi-
cago, IL, 60606, sell at a public in-person sale to
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following
described real estate:

Commonly known as 1252 NORTH STATE
PARKWAY, CHICAGO, IL 60610
Property Index No. 17-04-224-024-0000
The real estate is improved with a single family
residence.
The judgment amount was $1,034,776.95.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by
certified funds at the close of the sale payable to
The Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party

checks will be accepted. The balance, in certified
funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24)
hours. The subject property is subject to general
real estate taxes, special assessments, or special
taxes levied against said real estate and is offered
for sale without any representation as to quality or
quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and
in “AS IS” condition. The sale is further subject to
confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection
and plaintiff makes no representation as to the
condition of the property. Prospective bidders are
admonished to check the court file to verify all in-
formation.

If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this proper-
ty is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-

OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a gov-
ernment agency (driver's license, passport, etc.) in
order to gain entry into our building and the fore-
closure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact MANLEY DEAS
KOCHALSKI LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, ONE EAST
WACKER, SUITE 1250, Chicago, IL, 60601 (312)
651-6700. Please refer to file number 22-030486.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC

ONE EAST WACKER, SUITE 1250

Chicago IL, 60601

312-651-6700

E-Mail: AMPS@manleydeas.com

Attorney File No. 22-030486

Attorney Code. 48928

Case Number: 2023 CH 07043

TJSC#: 45-204

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-

tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used for
that purpose.

Case # 2023 CH 07043

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. Bank Trust National Association, not in its In-
dividual Capacity but solely as Owner Trustee for
RCAF Acquisition Trust

Plaintiff

vs.

Gregg R. Aleman; 1543 North Hudson Condomini-
um Association; Unknown Owners and Non Record
Claimants;

Defendant

23 CH 1960

CALENDAR 64

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to
a Judgment of Foreclosure entered in the above
entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion will on April 16, 2025, at the hour 11:00 a.m.,
Intercounty's office, 120 West Madison Street, Suite
718A, Chicago, IL 60602, sell to the highest bidder
for cash, the following described mortgaged real
estate:

P.I.N. 17-04-111-050-1002.

Commonly known as 1543 North Hudson Ave., Unit
2, Chicago, IL 60610.

The real estate is: condominium residence. The
purchaser of the unit other than a mortgagee shall
pay the assessments and the legal fees required
by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 9 of the
Condominium Property Act.. Sale terms: At sale, the
bidder must have 10% down by certified funds, bal-
ance within 24 hours, by certified funds. No refunds.
The property will NOT be open for inspection. Pro-
spective bidders are admonished to check the court
file to verify all information.

For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's
Attorney, The Wirbicki Law Group LLC, 33 West
Monroe Street, Suite 1540, Chicago, lllinois 60603.
(312) 360-9455. W22-0298

INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION

intercountyjudicialsales.com

13262086

121212

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700
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lines, and 50 stations could close or see
service slashed. Trains could run 10% to
25% less often, and as many as 74 of the
CTA’s bus routes could be eliminated with
the remaining buses overcrowded.

This comes just as the CTA is invest-
ing billions in taxpayer funds through Tax
Increment Financing in expanding rail
lines while facing the dual reality of less
federal money and reduced demand for
their services.

Metra service could be cut by 40%, and
trains would run once per hour on week-
days and once every two hours on week-
ends. The Metra electric line that runs to
Blue Island could cut access to seven stops.
The BNSF line, Metra’s busiest, could be
cut from 91 trains per day to 44.

Paratransit service for people with

NEWS-STAR

disabilities is federally mandated but
federal cuts in governmental services are
already underway.

After four years of feasting on free fed-
eral money, it appears doubtful that any
new federal cash is coming to the rescue.

The cuts would leave communities with-
out transit, with potential CTA elimina-
tions alone cutting off access to 500,000
residents, the RTA estimates. The cuts
could mean $1 billion in lost wages annu-
ally for the Chicago area as access to job
opportunities is lost, particularly affect-
ing the central business district downtown
that is already suffering from a myriad of
cultural and economic problems tied to the
pandemic, government lockdown and fears
over crime and violence.

Traffic congestion could also skyrocket
as more people revert to cars instead of
public transportation, just as the city is

The cuts could mean $1 billion in lost wages annually

Jor the Chicago area as access to job opportunities is lost,
particularly affecting the central business district downtown
that is already suffering from a myriad of cultural

and economic problems tied to the pandemic,

government lockdown and fears over crime and violence.

narrowing streets, and adding concrete
road and lane blockers all around town.
Many people simply would be unable to
travel to their jobs, and once they got to
work, they would find parking difficult as
the city planners are dramatically reducing
commercial street parking too.

The RTA also pointed to decades of
underfunding by state officials as a con-
tributor to the looming budget crisis.
Illinois funds 17% of transit operations,

while New York funds 28% and Philadel-
phia covers 50%. The state also underfunds
paratransit services by reimbursing only
4% of costs and 14% of the cost of free and
reduced fare rides.

Raising the alarm is part of the plan
while making sure that transit users are
aware of potential elimination of services.

FUTURE fromp. 1

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish has not final-
ized its plan for the former Our Lady of the
Lourdes parish buildings. When the time
is appropriate, the Archdiocese of Chicago
and the St. Mary of the Lake and Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish will establish a frame-
work for conversations about the future of
the remaining parish property, and we will
have discussions with any parties that pres-
ent an acceptable plan for the ongoing use
of the buildings,” according to a written
statement provided to this newspaper by
the Archdiocese of Chicago.

According to the spokesperson, the
archdiocese will not move forward with
its plans without first consulting the city of
Chicago and Ald. Martin.

“We always run a process that is open
and involves the local Alderman’s office
and a range of constituents, including the
local community. However, we have not for-
mally started that process and no proposals
have been received by the Archdiocese or

the parish,” added the spokesperson.

Until 2021, Ravenswood’s Our Lady
of Lourdes and Buena Park’s St. Mary of
the Lake, 4220 N. Sheridan Rd., had func-
tioned as two separate parishes. After the
merger, archdiocese officials had assured
parishioners of newly-created St. Mary of
the Lake and Our Lady of Lourdes parish
both buildings would remain open for ser-
vices but would share a pastor. On Feb. 3,
however, the parish pastor announced his
decision to close the 108-year-old shrine.

“This is a very difficult moment in the
life of our parish. We understand that this
decision will cause hurt, sadness, anger and
confusion. I ask that we hold in prayer all
the current and former parishioners of Our
Lady of Lourdes Church who will be af-
fected by the closure,” wrote Rev. Manuel
Dorantes in his February bulletin.

Designed by the prominent Chicago ar-
chitectural firm of Worthmann and Stein-
bach, the Spanish-Renaissance style church
was built in 1916. The firm designed doz-
ens of churches and homes throughout
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“We always run a process that
is open and involves the local
Alderman’s office and a range
of constituents, including the
local community. However, we
have not formally started that
process and no proposals
have been received by the
Archdiocese or the parish,”
added the spokesperson.

Chicago, many of which are now listed by
the city of Chicago on its Architectural Re-
sources Survey.

When it was originally built, the church
faced west and was located across the
street. Just 12 years later, the city of Chica-
go announced plans to widen Ashland Ave.
and the church was in danger of losing 10
feet from its front. The pastor at the time,
Rev. James Scanlon, developed an engi-
neering solution which today seems almost
impossible.

“Instead of letting them chop 10 feet off
the front, [Scanlon] decided to move the
10,000 ton church across the street and
turn it halfway around so it faced north on
Leland. Scanlon then cut the 100-by-175-
foot building down the middle and inserted
a 20-foot addition, increasing seating ca-
pacity from 800 to 1200,” wrote longtime
Inside-Booster contributor Patrick Butler
in his 2013 book Hidden History of Raven-
swood and Lakeview.

Astonishingly, the engineering feat was
primarily accomplished by manual labor,
not machine.

“Engineers and architects from around
the world came to watch as a handpicked
crew of 150 men slowly lifted the build-
ing off of its foundation on 2,500 jacks
and then edged it across the street on 400
rollers after using air drills to clear away
several inches of ice still coating the street
that frosty March. To keep from pulling too
hard on one part of the building, six heavy
chains in front and six heavy chains in the

rear were hooked to 72 pulleys connected
to four horse-powered capstans. On a sig-
nal from a whistle, the teams turned their
capstans and the church began to move one
foot a minute, stopping every four feet to
check lines and replace rollers as needed.
Crowe Brothers, one of the Midwest’s old-
est building movers, had to post a $300,000
bond to cover any possible damage. But,
[their] calculations were so good that the
building didn’t suffer a single crack as it
was being hauled across the street and then
split in the middle for the 20-foot insert and
attached to a new rectory. By the time the
move was completed in May, Scanlon had
a collection of newspaper clippings from
around the world,” wrote Butler.

The church honors Our Lady of Lourdes,
an honorific title bestowed upon the mother
of Jesus Christ. Its stained-glass windows
were meticulously restored about 20 years
ago and depict the life of Mary.

Preservation Chicago, a nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to architectural preser-
vation in the city, continues to list Our Lady
of Lourdes on its list of highly-endangered
buildings and the group advocates for re-
use if a building can no longer serve its
original purpose.

“We want to encourage the Archdio-
cese of Chicago to consider inviting other
religious orders to Chicago, when the
archdiocese can no longer support them.
Additionally, if it is determined that a
church or house of worship can no longer
function in such a capacity by all stakehold-
ers and the City, plans should be considered
to encourage cultural reuses for these most
sacred structures. Such reuse efforts may
include a reuse as concert venues, music
centers, cultural centers for the community
and other such respectful uses,” said Ward
Miller, executive director of Preservation
Chicago.

Despite being listed on the city’s
Architectural Resources Survey as being
architecturally significant, a city ordi-
nance exempts religious properties from
having landmark status imposed on their

property.
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