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Success is the sum of small efforts - 
repeated day in and day out. 

— Robert Collier

By Robbie Weinstein
Medill Reports

As schools nationwide face 
questions about their security 
measures, one Chicago public 
high school might be a model.

Walter Payton College Prep, 
1034 N. Wells St., a magnet 
school in Old Town, has hun-
dreds of students come in and out 
of its doors every day. Despite the 
school’s well-kept exterior, Pay-
ton’s extensive security measures 
are the first thing to jump out.

Anyone entering the building 
must be buzzed in by security; the 

Amid national crisis,  
Walter Payton College Prep sets safety example

doors are locked. Just inside the 
entrance sits the security desk and 
a metal detector, where Head of 
Security Judith Watkins monitors 
the entrance and cameras across 

the school. Students must scan ID 
cards at the desk to enter; the desk 
computer shows their photos and 
where they’re supposed to be. Of-
ficers roam the halls and outside 
the building at all times.

Although security officers 
don’t carry firearms, Watkins is 
confident in Walter Payton’s mea-
sures. Even entering the building 
is a challenge.

“If I don’t know who you are, 
you don’t get in.”

Compare this to fellow CPS 
school Lincoln Park High School, 
which one can readily enter with-
out locked doors or a proactive 
security team. Walter Payton may 
not have the massive security con-
tingent of some suburban schools 
such as Evanston Township High 
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One of the new concepts for the Chicago Riverfront from the River Edge 
Idea Lab.

River Lab lives on,  
extended to June 20

by Chloe Gurin-Sands

Chicago’s River’s Edge Ideas 
Lab downtown has been a broad 
a success. Now who wants more?

The Lab is extending its run, 
showing a selection of concepts 
from the original exhibit at the 
Chicago Architecture Foundation 
through June 30. The Lab, which 
opened in conjunction with the 
Chicago Architecture Biennial 
in Sept. 2017, engaged tens of 
thousands of people throughout 
its run.

More than 11,500 people vis-
ited the main River Lab exhibit 
in Expo 72. Nearly 300 attendees 
came to the Gallery Talks and 
panel and 500+ people gave feed-
back through the online survey 
and vision cards with their ideas 
for the river. Over 6,700 people 
visited the website. They estimate 
that 24,000 people have passed by 
the traveling exhibit’s eight loca-
tions created by nine world-class 
architectural firms.

The exhibit was named one of 
the Top 10 things to see at the Bi-

ennial. The primary goal of the 
Ideas Lab was to help inform the 
next wave of riverfront invest-
ment.

So now the River Lab exhibit 
will be returning for an encore 
presentation. A modified version 
of the exhibit featuring a selec-
tion of concepts from the origi-
nal River Edge Ideas Lab opened 
Monday at the Chicago Archi-
tecture Foundation Lecture Hall, 
224 S. Michigan Ave., where it 
will enjoy its extended run. The 
Architecture Foundation will also 
showcase concepts for  its new 
riverfront location on Michigan 
Ave. & Wacker.

The public survey that accom-
panied the original exhibit has 
now been analyzed, and Lab staff 
are working to compile the results 
in a video that will be soon avail-
able on ChiRiverLab.com. The 
Dept. of Planning and Develop-
ment will be using the public’s 
feedback to influence the City’s 
new riverfront development 
guidelines, which will be updated 
later this year.

The Metropolitian Planning 
Council [MPC], the Shared-Use 
Mobility Center and Environ-
mental Law & Policy Center will 
co-host a driverless car roundta-
ble 1:30 p.m. Thursday, April 5, 
from noon to 1:30 p.m. at MPC, 
140 S. Dearborn St., Suite 1400. 
Driverless autonomous vehicles 
promise increased travel safety, 
efficiency and accessibility, but 

Roundtable on driverless cars
how will this affect economic de-
velopment, land use and the envi-
ronment? How will these vehicles 
function in highly complex urban 
areas? How will they impact life 
in cities where bikes, buses and 
pedestrians share the streets?

Tickets are $15-30 and include 
lunch. For more information call 
312-922-5616.

By Patrick Butler

When the Ricketts family 
bought the Chicago Cubs back 
in 2009, they made three prom-
ises to the fans and neighbors: to 
win a World Series, preserve his-
toric Wrigley Field, and be good 
neighbors.

Less than a decade later, they’ve 
accomplished all three goals and 
work year-round to continue be-
ing the best neighbors possible, 
Heather Way Kitzes, the Cubs’ 
government and neighborhood 
relations manager, told a recent 

Cubs’ outreach season  
is 12 months a year

“A” now becomes “the” in promise to fans and neighbors

Lake View Kiwanis Club meeting 
at Ann Sather’s Restaurant, 909 
W. Belmont Ave.

Oh, and she says that the first 
promise has now been altered to, 
“win the World Series.”

But of course, it wasn’t that 
much of a challenge for Kitzes 
and her colleagues, she slipped 
seamlessly into the position after 
putting in 13 years as executive di-
rector of the Lake View Chamber 
of Commerce, then located just a 
long line drive from the ballfield 
at the corner of Southport Ave. 
and Addison St. After all, before 

Heather Way Kitzes

taking the job at Wrigley Field, 
Kitzes had been dealing with sev-
eral dozen local businesses – each 
with their own reasons for want-

outreach see p. 16

safety see p. 16

Water loss, non-revenue water, 
or leaks, no matter what it’s called, 
our water infrastructure systems 
are not performing to their full 
potential. As Chicago faces tough 
decisions about where to spend 
scarce capital improvement funds 
on water infrastructure, improv-
ing efficiency is critical. 

The Center for Neighborhood 
Technology is hosting an online 
seminar on infrastructure man-
agement noon Thursday at 17 
N. State St., suite #1400. Guests 

Water infrastructure webinar
will learn from the experiences of 
Asheville, NC, and the State of 
Wisconsin about how to success-
fully identify and reduce water 
loss to save money and increase 
system resilience. This is the sec-
ond in a series of webinars look-
ing at equitable and sustainable 
solutions for community water 
infrastructure risks in the Great 
Lakes and beyond. 

For more information call 773-
278-4800.

“If I don’t know  
who you are,  

you don’t get in.”
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Do you have enough poetry in 
your life? Does this thought make 
you think? Or moan? 

Is poetry a river you ride or 
an incomprehensible jumble you 
flee? Does lyricism make you 
swoon or seethe? Do you treasure 
the ambiguity of the poetic aes-
thetic, or do you twist in agony at 
its iambs, dactyls and spondees? 

Do you make room for Shake-
speare, Milton, Eliot, Frost and 
Yeats? Or are those tables all tak-
en by television, videos, Netflix 
and porn?

How do people find balance and 
harmony in their lives without the 
use of poetry? It’s not a bad ques-
tion when classrooms fall victim 
to snipers. Can’t prove it, but I 
don’t think psychotic murderers 
have much time for poetry. 

I am also not sure if NRA mem-
bers give the canons of poetry a 
real go. Maybe they are too out-
doorsy for verse. Although no one 
who has ever translated Virgil’s 
“Aeneid” in Latin or Homer’s 
“Iliad” or “Odyssey” in Greek 
can deny the robust mayhem of 
the violence or the catalogue of 
poetic slaughter that they contain. 
Very second amendment. 

Poetry still brings a powerful 
sense of balance to the human 
condition. That is, unless you 

Make room for poets, they gives us a vocabulary
believe that all poetry is nothing 
more than the instructions of how 
to put a swing set together. At 
that juncture of human existence 
there’s nothing really left than to 
hold on till the death of rescue.

A great deal of my interest in 
poetry (aside from being born a 
poet) was engaging in the poetry 
of travel. People are at their best 
when they write about the places 
they love and try to put into words 
the impact of where they are 
journeying. I remember my first 
glimpse of Europe at 12 in 1962, 
at 4:30 p.m. from the deck of a 
Cunard liner. When suddenly the 
shadow on the horizon became a 
land mass. Ireland. In both sun-
shine and shadow. Slowly coming 
into view over hours in the bright 
summer’s night sky. 

A highly poetic moment for 
me.

I remember my first glimpse 
of London from a black English 
taxi cab coming into the city 
from Heathrow. Poetry was ev-
erywhere.  Or my first view of 
the Eiffel Tower and the majesty 
of Paris. I could hear accordions 
playing and Piaf singing. Entouré 
de tous les côtés par la poésie. 
(Surrounded on every side by po-
etry.) Or East Berlin and Warsaw 
in the Cold War from a couchette 
on a sealed train from Brussels. 
That was the poetry of cinema 
and double agents. 

Poetry provides us with a larg-
er vocabulary with which to shape 
images, or bring characters to life, 
or save moments of personal im-
pact. With this wide flexible lan-
guage we engage the world with 
more depth and more color, and 
maybe more balance. When was 
the last time that a poet had taken 
people hostage with a gun or had 

By Thomas J. O’Gorman

begun murdering the innocent 
with weapons of war? 

Poets might be crazy, eccentric 
and moody. But violent, I don’t 
think so. 

Nobel laureate W. B. Yeats cat-
alogued the Irish War of Indepen-
dence without ever firing a shot. 
He challenged all the blind brutal-
ity of Britain without ever drop-
ping a bomb. In “Sixteen Dead 
Men,” he explained that life was 
utterly changed when the leaders 
of the revolt were executed. And 
reminded his fellow citizens that 
“Wherever green is worn, a ter-
rible beauty is born.”
“O but we talked at large before 
The sixteen men were shot, 
But who can talk of give and 
take, 
What should be and what not 
While those dead men are loiter-
ing there 
To stir the boiling pot?” 

Yeats captured the spirit of his 
age and the stunning politics of 
his aristocratic friends who were 
patriots with balance, reason and 
painful intensity. They gave him 
the Nobel Prize for Literature in 
1923. 

T.S. Elliot questioned the val-
ues of life in the world after 
World War I with a new language 
that was intelligent, rhythmic 
and haunting. Everything is re-
evaluated after the carnage. In his 
breakthrough “Ash Wednesday,” 
he says,
“Because I do not hope to turn 
again
Because I do not hope
Because I do not hope to turn
Desiring this man’s gift and that 
man’s scope
I no longer strive to strive to-
wards such things
(Why should the agèd eagle 
stretch its wings?)
Why should I mourn
The vanished power of the usual 
reign?”

W.H. Auden questioned the re-
sults of millions dead. The worth 
of so much life lost. In “Funeral 
Blues,” he states,
“The stars are not wanted now; 
put out every one,
Pack up the moon and dismantle 
the sun,
Pour away the ocean and sweep 
up the wood;
For nothing now can ever come 
to any good.”

Revolution, war and death have 
always been the unspeakable mo-
ments in life when we find it hard 
to express what is underway. The 
poet gives us a vocabulary and 
language to speak of the unspeak-
able. 

The flowers and the prettiness 
of life is upturned in 20th century 
poetry. Romanticism is exploded 
when confronted with the night-
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mare of everyday life and the bru-
tality of the world. Poetry adds 
some balance. Searches for mean-
ing and describes the journey.

When bodies pile up at a Flori-
da high school the world has spun 
awry. When such corpses of the 
young have no power to reckon 
or reason legislative bans, it is 
time to redo this again, and get a 
new king. When neighborhoods 
are darkened by waves of murder, 
those on the ballot must be held 
to pay. The slaughter of innocents 
takes on added imperative and a 
tortured meaning. 

Where’s the balance? Where’s 
the reason? Nothing’s changed. 
Commerce goes on. The killing 
is a spree. Time demands change. 
Voter turn out is low. 

Chicago poet Gwendolyn 
Brooks attempts to refocus us 
back into balance when she 
writes,
“We are each other’s harvest; 
we are each other’s business; we 
are each other’s magnitude and 
bond.”

Seamus Heaney, another Nobel 
laureate poet, 1995, once wrote 
of the physical labor endured by 
the generations of his family who 
dug the earth with a shovel for a 
living. There he found direction, 
purpose and meaning. Or as we 
say balance. 
“The cold smell of potato mould, 
the squelch and slap
Of soggy peat, the curt cuts of 
an edge
Through living roots awaken in 
my head.
But I’ve no spade to follow men 
like them.
Between my finger and my thumb
The squat pen rests.
I’ll dig with it.”

Do you have enough poetry in 
your life?

With what do you dig?
I ALMOST CRIED: Many 

thanks to Chef Ryan at Ralph 
Lauren Bar and Grill who gifted 
this writer with an entire Choco-
late Ganache Cake, that once used 
to be on RL’s menu, as a St. Pat-
rick’s Day gift. After the corned 
beef, rich slices were delivered 
to our table, and the tables of 
friends in the dining room, with 
the remaining cake packed up for 
taking home. The finest chocolate 
cake anywhere (way better than 
Vienna’s Sacher Torte) it was 
such an act of goodness on chef’s 
part. He does it all with dignity 
and style. So grateful.

ART NEWS: Artist Amy 
Sherald’s painting of the former 
first lady Michelle Obama has 
been moved to a third floor gal-
lery to accommodate the enor-
mous volume of visitors. Last 
weekend, nearly 45,000 visitors 
stopped by the National Portrait 

Gallery in Washington DC from 
Thursday to Sunday. It’s a popu-
lar attraction.

BRAVO! Chicago Sinfonietta 
has announced that Mei-Ann 
Chen will continue as Music 
Director through the end of the 
2020-21 season. The announce-
ment culminates their successful 
30th anniversary season, and the 
enthusiasm that has made Chen an 
audience favorite promises anoth-
er exhilarating three-year stretch 
on the podium. In what will be 
her eighth season, Chen will con-
duct four of five concerts along 
with a season-opening September 
performance in Millennium Park. 
Go see them for yourself.

BRING BACK A CLASSIC: 
Just like Italian cinema, I am 
declaring 2018 the year of the 
return of sipping chilled White 
Vermouth on the rocks like Gina 
Lollobrigida or Anna Moffo 
were along. How spicy and deli-
cious! It’s my new favorite aperi-
tif “a pranzo.” Cinzano; Martini 
& Rossi, and top flight Carpano 
Antica Formula, Milan, etc.

LOYOLA STAR: Lauren 
Keane, third year Loyola Law 
student and College of the Holy 
Cross Alum, is currently profiled 
in a publicity campaign for the 
Law School. Her sparkling in-
telligence shines bright from her 
experience in Moot Court and LU 
Law Journal  to externing for the 
distinguished Judge Sara Ellis. 
No one is more delighted than her 
grandmother, Myra Reilly, who 
holds all bragging rights.

LUX AETERNAM: Chi-

THE BIRTH  
OF  THE MOSCOW MULE:  
In a story that is now legend, 
in 1941, Jack Morgan of Cock 
and Bull Ginger Beer was 
sitting with John G. Martin  
of Hublein and Rudolph Kunett, 
the President of Smirnoff. 
They were experimenting, 
putting their heads together 
on the invention of a new 
cocktail. Ultimately they added 
Smirnoff Vodka to Ginger Beer 
on crushed ice with a healthy 
squeeze of fresh lime. Adam Umbach
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People are at their best when they write about the places they love and try 
to put into words the impact of where they are journeying.
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Heart of the ‘Hood
By Felicia Dechter

Anna Ramirez is a young per-
son who is truly a breath of fresh 
air. She aims high, about 50 flights 
high as a matter of fact. 

Ramirez, a North Sider, recent-
ly participated in the American 
Lung Association’s Fight for Air 
Climb, a fundraising event sup-
porting research, education and 
patient programs to help millions 
of Americans impacted by asth-
ma, Chronic Obstructive Pulmo-
nary Disease  (COPD), lung can-
cer, air pollution and other lung 
diseases.

I lost my mom to lung cancer 
nine years ago so I really appre-
ciate Ramirez’s efforts. I think 
she’s a shining example of the 
good that the next generation can 
and will accomplish. Thankfully, 
we’ve been seeing a lot of that 
come to the forefront lately. 

The climb was held at Presiden-
tial Towers downtown again this 
year, and Ramirez was pumped 
up that she was able to complete 
two-and-a half towers instead of 
the one-and-a-half she accom-
plished last year. Each tower con-
tains 50 flights of stairs. So that 
makes 125 flights if my math is 
correct. 

“It may sound like a small 
improvement but for me it felt 
great,” Ramirez said. “Next year, 
I am hoping that I can finish three, 
if not all four, finally! I plan to 
continue participating every year 
but especially until I am able to 
complete all four, 50-flight tow-
ers.”  

She climbed in honor of her 
late grandfather, attorney Arthur 
Mendelson, who battled cancer 
as fiercely as he battled his oppo-
nents in court. Mendelson passed 
away in 1995 at age 65. Ramirez 
was seven-years-old. 

“This was important to me be-
cause my grandfather suffered 
from lung cancer, it’s a cause close 
to home,” said Ramirez. “It was 
also important for me to try and 
challenge myself again. If I could 
do it last year why shouldn’t I try 
again this year? I enjoy challeng-
ing myself and if I can help others 
at the same time, there is no better 

feeling.” 
That sentiment was particularly 

important in this case, because 
Ramirez is “not somebody that 
enjoys all physical activities.” 

“My boyfriend has pushed me 
to push myself more physically 
and I’ll always thank him for 
that,” she said. “He enjoys hiking 
and biking… two things I used to 
hate.”

“The older I get the more I 
realize how important physical 
activity is for my health. Slowly 
but surely the last few years it’s 
become something I truly enjoy,” 
she said. “You can catch me bik-
ing all over the city. Who would 
have thought? I’m proud that I 
can now combine my love for any 
sort of charitable work/donation 
and physical activity together. It’s 
pretty cool. I just hope that next 
year I can double the donations 
and double stairs I climb!” 

Ramirez became involved in 
the event through her employer, 
the Northwest Side-based P&K 
Research. There were 15-plus or 
so climbers from P&K, and to-
gether, they raised nearly $3,000.

I’m proud to know this full-of-
heart, impressive young woman, 
who told me, “Any chance I have 
to help others I tend to jump on.” 

“I enjoy giving what I can of 
myself to others,” said Ramirez. 
“Knowing that by just asking for 
some simple donations and get-
ting up early to climb some stairs 
can help to change maybe just one 
person’s life is enough for me.”

“Also, in a way I felt it helped 
me,” she said. “This was anoth-
er physical push for myself and 
that’s a small win in my book.”  

One cool cat… is smooth 
crooner Paul Marinaro, who was 
just chosen to be the sole vocalist 

in an Oscar Peterson tribute con-
cert to be held at Lincoln Center 
in New York City! The evening 
will be hosted by Oscar’s daugh-
ter C éline Peterson, and Mar-
inaro will perform along with his 
buddy Ben Paterson, and perfor-
mances will be given by numer-
ous musicians.

Besides that exciting news, 
Marinaro, who lives in Edgewa-
ter, has been recovering from a 
major, life-saving surgery for the 
last few months and he is about 
to go under the knife once again. 
But he will perform just one club 
date before he goes for his second 
surgery.  

Paul Marinaro and Friends! A 
Jazz Party Benefit at Green Mill, 
will be held at 9 p.m., April 2, at 
the Green Mill, 4802 N. Broad-
way. Marinaro will be joined by 
a group of friends to “celebrate 
all things music and fellowship.” 
There’s a $20 cover charge and 
club owner Dave Jemilo is gener-
ously donating that towards Mar-
inaro’s recovery, mounting medi-
cal bills, and to help carry him 
over while he’s once again out of 
work post-surgery.  

Congrats!... to Ald. Brian [2nd] 
Hopkins, who was inducted into 
the 2018 Alumni Hall of Fame at 
Moraine Valley Community Col-
lege in Palos Hills. Ald. Hopkins 
earned an Associate of Arts from 
Moraine Valley and a Bachelor of 
Science in political science from 
the Univ. of Illinois—Springfield. 
While at Moraine Valley, he was 
president of the Distribution Edu-
cation Clubs of America, which 
prepares emerging leaders and 
entrepreneurs. Obviously, they 
did good! 

Book on over… to Every-

body’s Coffee, 935 W. Wilson 
Ave. at 7 p.m., April 5, for an 
interesting evening being pre-
sented by The Book 
Cellar, but is being 
held offsite from its 
Lincoln Square loca-
tion. Mark your cal-
endars and get your 
tix early to see Acad-
emy Award-winning 
actor, writer and di-
rector Sean Penn dis-
cuss his debut novel, 
“Bob Honey Who 
Just Do Stuff.” I have 
not read the book, 
but it sounds kind 
of weird, described as a “darkly 
humorous novel,” which tells the 
“picaresque” story of Bob Honey, 
a middle-aged, divorced, disillu-
sioned man living in a nondescript 

A breath of fresh air 

LUXURY OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY – 1-4

8740 OVERLOOK POINT, ST JOHN, IN
Stunning, 6,000+ sq ft custom-built timber frame, w/luxury details 
& upgrades galore, in prestigious Lake Hills Subdivision. 4 Bed, 3½ 
baths, 2 kitchens, 4 fireplaces, related living potential, lot backs up to 
lake & park. Video available. Call Dan for details (708-717-1898) or 
private showing. $895,000. See MLS for more detail

Anna Ramirez gears up for her fund-
raising climb for the American Lung As-
sociation. Paul Marinaro.

A hearty woo-hoo! to Ald. Brian 
Hopkins, who was recently in-
ducted into his alma mater’s 
Alumni Hall of Fame.

house on a nondescript street in 
Woodview, CA. Apparently, Mr. 
Honey is not so sweet, as he is “a 

man of many trades 
-- sewage specialist, 
purveyor of pyro-
technics, and con-
tract killer for a mys-
terious government 
agency that pays in 
small bills.” 

Appearing along 
with Penn will be a 
special guest moder-
ator, award-winning 
author Stuart Dybek. 
Just an FYI though: 
There won’t be a 

meet and greet or photo-ops and 
books will be pre-signed. Ad-
mission is $32 which includes a 
signed novel copy and admission 
to the talk.

Degnen defeats 
incumbent Fritchey  

for Commissioner seat
Gainer wins solidly

First time candidate Bridget 
Degnen won a hotly contested 
Democratic primary race in the 
12th District, defeating incum-
bent Cook County Commis-
sioner John Fritchey 55% to 
45%. 

John Fritchey had held the 
12th District seat since 2010. 
The 12th District includes 
Bucktown, Roscoe Village, 
North Center, North Mayfair, 
Old Irving Park, and Portage 
Park.

Degnen had given up her 
$98,000-a-year job as Illinois’ 
deputy director of medical can-
nabis on Oct. 31 after more than 
three years on the job, to run for 
Commissioner.

The other Cook County Com-
missioner’s race on the North 
Lakefront saw Bridget Gainer 
handily defeat Mary Ann Kosial 
for the 10th District with 74% 
of the vote. Gainer has held the 
post since April 2009.

“I thank John Fritchey for his 
service to the community, for 
his years as a Commissioner, 
a State Representative,” said 
Degnen from her election night 
party at the Waterhouse Tavern 
in Lakeview. “I look forward 
to advocating for solutions to 
closing our budget deficit, pro-
tecting healthcare for all, and 
placing my full attention on the 
need of our district. I am ready 
to pull up my sleeves and get to 
work.” 

Fritchey lost his bid for re-
election March 20 in part per-
haps due to his poor attendance 
at Cook County Board meet-
ings. A full time lobbyist, a re-
cent study showed that Fritchey 
missed nearly a third of the of-
ficial meetings he was supposed 
to attend in the past five years.

In conceding Fritchey said, “I 
just wanted to say congratula-
tions. You have the opportunity 
to do some great things for a 
lot of people, I hope you use it 
well.”

Actor Sean Penn comes 
to Uptown on April 5.
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Second of two articles on  
tiny-house living.

Tiny-house living could pro-
vide the path to homeownership 
for Millennials, a 45-million per-

son popu-
lation of 
po ten t i a l 
first-time 
home buy-
ers, hous-
ing advo-
cates say.

M o s t 
Millenni-
als—those 

young Americans age 25 to 34 
years of age—are renting tiny 
apartments, and not getting mar-
ried, starting families and form-
ing traditional households fast 
enough.

What’s the problem? A major 
part of the dilemma is the soar-
ing price of new homes and con-
dominiums, which skyrocketed 
29% between 2000 and 2016, ac-
cording to the National Assoc. of 
Home Builders. This problem has 
been acerbated by the lag in U.S. 
per capita income, which only has 
grown a pathetic one percent dur-
ing the same period.

“If housing costs continue to 
rise, we could see about 600,000 
fewer households formed over the 
next decade,” predicted a gloomy 
Len Kiefer, Freddie Mac deputy 
economist.

In Chicago, even Millennials 
who choose to rent have to dig 
deep in their pockets to afford ba-
sic downtown housing.

“Urban Millennials who 
choose to rent a studio apartment 
in a downtown Chicago high-rise 
will pay about $1,400 to $1,800 a 
month in rent, plus utilities,” said 

Condo-mania!
420 W. Belmont #8E, CORNER 1BR w/BALCONY  $169,900

420 W. Belmont #28F, Rehabbed 1BR    $149,900

300 N. State #2608, MARINA CITY 1BR   $219,900

3821 N. Narragansett # 2W, CORNER 2BR w/BALCONY  $119,900

Condomania!

773.770.7002

3200 N. Lake Shore Drive, Unit 410  
Treetop views from ALL east-facing windows. This split 2BR/2BTH floorplan over-
looks Belmont Harbor from every room with custom built-ins throughout.  
Granite kitchen counters, brand new carpeting.

3200 N. Lake Shore Drive, Unit 1806
Incredible harbor views from every room of your Lakefront home. The spacious  
2 BR/2BTH floorplan offers a unique sunken living room, split bedrooms with in-suite 
baths. This well-kept home could have In-Unit Washer/Dryer installed. Newer HVAC 
system, newer windows, fantastic Fitness Room and Indoor Pool.

3500 N. Lake Shore Drive, Unit 15D
Elegant 1920’s Co-Op waiting for further Restoration. This 2 bedroom + Den, 2 Full 
Bathrooms preferred unit has both East & West Exposures with outstanding Lake 
views. Wide Gallery Entry, leads you to Large Living Room with beautiful decorative 
Fireplace, Spacious Formal Dining Room. Space Pac A/C , and In-Unit Washer/Dryer 
Hookups.

SOLD

The Home Front 
By Don DeBat

Tiny House living could help millennials find ownership

Realtor Sara E. Benson, president 
of Benson Stanley Realty.

For example, a 487-square-foot 
studio at Eugenie Terrace, 1730 
N. Clark St., goes for $1,818 to 
$1,863 a month, plus utilities and 
parking.

At Presidential Towers, 555 W. 
Madison St. in the Loop, monthly 
rent on a 471-square-foot studio 
ranges from $1,375 to $1,430, 
plus utilities and parking.

However, Benson noted that 
Millennials who choose to buy a 
condominium would be surprised 
at today’s resale prices on stu-
dios—the “tiny high-rise” choice. 
Here are some recent studio re-
sale transactions:

• 2000 N. Lincoln Park West. 
A 400-square-foot studio on the 
12th floor sold for $157,000, or 
$176 per square foot, Dec. 2017.

• 2400 N. Lakeview. A 490-
square-foot unit on the 3rd floor 
sold for $160,000, or $326 per 
square foot, Dec. 2017.

• 3660 N. Lake Shore Dr. A 
448-square-foot unit on the 20th 
floor sold for $180,000, or $401 
per square foot, Nov. 2017.

• 1660 N. LaSalle St. A 500-
square-foot studio on the 12th 
floor sold for $181,500, or $363 
per square foot, Jan. 2018.

So, what are the options for 

fulfilling the American Dream 
for thrifty, ecologically conscious 
Millennials seeking a simpler, 
more affordable life in Chicago? 
One viable option could be tiny-
house living, experts say.

Typically, tiny houses are af-
fordable, economically accessi-
ble, sustainable and ecologically 
friendly, advocates say.

Downsizing of space, reducing 
the carbon footprint, use of re-
cycled rainwater and solar power 
can lead to living a simpler, less 
burdensome lifestyle off the grid.

A tiny house generally is de-
fined as a residential structure 
consisting of less than 500 square 
feet of space. Most tiny houses 
sleep four people and measure 
less than 400 square feet. The 
floor plan includes a living room, 
kitchen-dinette, a shower bath, 
two sleeping lofts, a through-the-
wall heating/cooling system and 
maybe a solar panel or two.

The average cost for a do-it-
yourself built tiny house is about 
$23,000, but retail cost typically is 

$75,000 or more. If a 500-square-
foot tiny-house sold for an afford-
able $100,000—a fraction of the 
cost of a North Side resale studio 
condo—the monthly mortgage 
payment would be a little over a 
$1 per square foot, not including 
property taxes.

For example, if the buyer of 
a $100,000 tiny house placed a 
20% down payment and obtained 
a 30-year fixed-rate mortgage 
at 4.5%, the monthly payment 
for principal, interest, real estate 
taxes and insurance would only 
be $540 a month. Water, sewer, 
garbage fees, plus gas and elec-
tric utilities would only add about 
$150 to the total, so the monthly 
tiny house “nut” could be under 
$700 (before property taxes)—
about half the rent of a typical 
studio apartment.

The question is where do we 
get the land to build thousands of 
tiny houses? Right now Chicago 
does not have a zoning category 
for them to be built under. With 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s reelec-
tion campaign already on the ho-
rizon, this writer is hoping a light-
bulb will soon go on at City Hall.

Although Rahm has been sell-
ing South Side vacant lots for $1 
to neighboring property owners, 

he must be wondering what the 
city should do with the vast real 
estate wilderness on Chicago’s 
South Side that is not adjacent to 
Jackson Park.

The city of Chicago estimates 
there currently are about 10,000 
vacant lots on the South Side—
most of them stretching from 
McCormick Place around 22nd 
Street to Hyde Park and from 
Lake Michigan deep into Wash-
ington Park, Englewood and West 
Englewood.

Back in 2011, the late William 
Lavicka, an affordable housing 
advocate and leading city renova-
tion specialist, estimated that the 
“Chicago land bank” contained 
40,000 to 50,000 lots when you 
take into account both city-owned 
and privately owned vacant prop-
erty on the South Side and West 
Side.

If some of this property could 
somehow be resurrected from 
delinquency and put back on the 
active real estate tax rolls for 
the construction of 10,000 tiny 
houses, millions of dollars in new 
revenue could be injected into the 
sagging city budget.

Because a typical 15’-by-30’ 
tiny house doesn’t require much 
space, up to three units could be 
erected on concrete slabs or on 
wheels on a subdivided 25’-by-
125’ city lot with some zoning 
and building code variations. Ex-
isting neighborhood utility hook 
ups likely would be nearby.

Ultimately, mini-neighbor-
hoods of tiny houses could be pri-
vately developed to provide eco-
friendly housing for first-time 
buyers, and suburbanites seeking 
in-town digs for a weekend in our 
world-class city.

Yes, permanent tiny homes 
even could be provided for Chi-
cago’s poor and homeless resi-
dents, who always seem to be last 
on the list when it comes to find-
ing affordable housing in a safe 
environment.

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat 
is co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.

* Traditions of Olympia Fields, IL
15 Finished Lots, 12 Finished TH Lots, 10 

Finished Duplex Lots & 16 Partial Duplex Lots 
* Fairwinds of Sandwich, IL

76 Improved Home Sites & 23 Acres  
Sold in Bulk

* Bull Valley Greens, Woodstock, IL
22 Finished TH Sites Sold in Bulk
Suggested Opening Bid: $200,000
* Prairie Farms, Wilmington, IL

43 Improved Home Sites Sold in Bulk
Suggested Opening Bid: $450,000

** Copper Leaf, Channahon, IL
32 Homesites Sold in Bulk

Suggested Opening Bid: $600,000
* Regents Pointe, Matteson, IL
40 Finished TH Lots Sold in Bulk

Suggested Opening Bid: $200,000
651 Lakehurst Rd Waukegan, IL

18,972 sq. ft High Ceiling Commercial Building 
w/ large parking lot in Fountain Square area.
On-site Inspections: Noon-2pm April 24 & May 9

* Highland Terrace, Wauconda, IL
51 Finished TH Lots Sold in Bulk

Suggested Opening Bid: $650,000
* Cedar Creek-The Reserve, Joliet, IL

21 Homesites Sold in Bulk
Suggested Opening Bid: $200,000

* Cedar Creek- The Estates, Joliet, IL
26 Improved Homesites Sold in Bulk

Suggested Opening Bid: $250,000
* Cedar Creek- The Villas, Joliet, IL

46 Finished TH Lots Sold in Bulk
Suggested Opening Bid: $300,000

* Shepherds Point, Liberty Lane, Zion, IL
189 Partial Lots & 10 Partially Completed TH

Sold in Bulk. Suggested Opening Bid: $400,000
On-site Inspections: Noon- 2pm April 25 & May 10

* Cypress Park, Grace Avenue, Zion, IL
18 Improved homesites sold in bulk
Suggested Opening Bid: $175,000

*** 120 Improved Acres in LaPorte, IN
Zoned for residential and commercial

Suggested Opening Bid: $500,000

ATTENTION BUILDERS, DEVELOPERS & INVESTORS 
MASSIVE CHICAGO AREA REAL ESTATE AUCTION MOTIVATED  

SELLERS LOOKING TO MAKE DEALS! UNIQUE LAND OPPORTUNITIES 
& COMMERCIAL PROPERTY TO BE SOLD SEPARATELY

RICK LEVIN & ASSOCIATES, INC.
Sold in Conjunction with * CBRE, ** Flanagan Realty, *** Rick Levin

For Directions, Property Information & Terms of Sale
CALL 312-440-2000 OR WWW.RICKLEVIN.COM

JANITORIAL

773-292-6015
www.generalcleaningchicago.com

Choice
BBB A+ Rating 

SNOW REMOVAL • OFFICE CLEANING 
CARPET CLEANING • POWER WASHING  

COMMON AREAS CLEANING

The average cost for a do-it-yourself built tiny house is about $23,000, but 
retail cost typically is $75,000 or more, a fraction of the cost of a North Side 
resale studio condo. The monthly mortgage payment would be a little over 
a $1 per square foot, not including property taxes.

A tiny house generally  
is defined as a residential 

structure consisting of less 
than 500 square feet  

of space. Most tiny houses 
sleep four people  

and measure less than  
400 square feet.
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Jacuzzis, Sinks & Vanities
Kitchen Cabinets

- Remodeling & Restaurant Supply -

CALL 773-772-0808

A-A SALVAGE
Plumbing Liquidation 

5739 N. Ravenswood

JU
ST

SO
LD

Contact me for a FREE  
Evaluation & Comparative 

Market Analysis.

MARCELLA KANE
773.490.6811

Marcella@KoenigRubloff.com

With Tax Day looming, this 
years property tax reassessments 
for the North Side set to be re-
leased in early April, and sweep-
ing tax reform passed in recent 
months that will penalize those 
paying the North Side’s high 
property taxes, WalletHub has re-
leased its 2018 Taxpayer Survey 
as well as its yearly Tax Rates by 
State report and it’s doesn’t look 
good for Illinois. 

The taxpayer survey shows that 
Illinois has the highest annual 
state and local taxes on median 
state household income nation-
wide at $8,330. The national av-
erage of state and local tax rates is 
10.78%; Illinois is at 14.89%.

Taxpayers in the most tax-ex-

Survey: Illinois has highest 
tax rates in nation

pensive states, like Illinois for in-
stance, pay three times more than 
those in the cheapest states. 

The tax rate report compares 
the cost of the average person’s 
various obligations in the 50 states 
and the District of Columbia. Sur-
prisingly, WalletHub found that 
states with no income tax aren’t 
always the cheapest overall, as 
they tend to have higher sales and 
property taxes.

Surprisingly, though, low in-
come taxes don’t always mean 
low taxes as a whole. For exam-
ple, while the state of Washing-
ton’s citizens don’t pay income 
tax, they still end up spending 
over 8% of their annual income 
on sales and excise taxes. Texas 

The Veterans Affairs commem-
oration of the 50th anniversary of 
the Vietnam War will be held 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Thursday at the 
Jesse Brown VA Medical Center, 
820 S. Dearborn Ave., 2nd floor. 
The guest speaker will be Cliff 
Kelley of WVON radio.

The Jesse Brown Veterans 
Health Care System, VBA Chica-
go Regional Office and the Abra-
ham Lincoln National Cemetery 
will recognize and thank Vietnam 
Veterans for their service and sac-
rifices.

On March 29, 1973, combat 
and combat support units with-
drew from South Vietnam. Gen-
erations later, Veterans of this 
time period are gaining the respect 

Vietnam Veterans Day, March 29
that was not so freely given upon 
their return. 

Involving five U.S. presidents, 
crossing nearly two decades and 
500,000 U.S.military personnel, 
it left an indelible mark on the 
American psyche.

Returning Veterans did not al-
ways receive respectful welcomes 
upon their arrive on American 
soil. There were 58,000 killed, 
never to return. National Vietnam 
War Veterans Day recognize the 
military service of these men and 
women who answered the call to 
service their country when she 
needed them. They didn’t make 
the decisions to go to war.

For more information visit 
chspao@va.org.

The City’s 2018 Block Party 
Application is now available at 
most every aldermanic office 
where you can now download the 
forms from their web sites and re-
turn them filled out.

The full Block Party Packet in-
cludes a request for a street clo-
sure, a Jumping Jack Inflatable, 
a Chicago Police Mounted Patrol 
Unit, a Canine Unit, a fire truck 
and the Bicycling Ambassadors. 
Residents can apply for as many 
of these activities as desired. 

Book your block party now
The City changed the way 

the Jumping Jack request form 
works. It is now an online process 
only. This new process allows the 
city to handle applications more 
efficiently, and should decrease 
the approval wait time substan-
tially for those who want to close 
a street to host a block party.

The online Jumping Jack appli-
cation is now open and the pro-
gram runs from Saturday, May 26 
through Sunday, Sept. 2.The Studs Terkel Radio Ar-

chive, one of the world’s great 
spoken-word collections, con-
sisting of more than 5,600 pro-
grams in various genres created 
at Terkel’s hometown radio sta-
tion WFMT in Chicago between 
1952 and 1997, 
will become 
available to the 
general public 
on what would 
have been 
Terkel’s 106th 
birthday, May 
16. 

More than 
20 years in the 
making, the 
Studs Terkel 
Radio Archive 
(STRA) will 
be a unique 
resource for 
e d u c a t o r s , 
journalists, artists, activists, me-
dia-makers, scholars and people 
from all walks of life seeking to 
connect the voices and ideas of 
20th century luminaries with con-
temporary social issues. The proj-
ect is managed by the Chicago 
History Museum and WFMT Ra-
dio, with major support from the 
Library of Congress and National 
Endowment for the Humanities 
plus supplemental support from 
numerous other organizations and 
individuals.

Terkel, a Lincoln Square resi-
dent later in life, is a legendary 

Studs Terkel radio archives  
going public May 16

More than 5,600 programs  
and one of the world’s great 
spoken words-collections

figure in the worlds of radio and 
oral history. The scope of his work 
has few peers and ranges from 
his award-winning, best-selling 
books that helped establish oral 
history as a popular genre to his 
daily radio show in which he con-
ducted free-flowing, humanities-
inspired conversations with an as-
tonishing range of people such as 
Martin Luther King, Simone de 

Beauvoir, Bob 
Dylan, Cesar 
Chavez and 
Toni Morrison 
and many oth-
ers. The ar-
chive also has 
the voices of 
thousands of 
uncelebrated 
working peo-
ple as well as 
documentary 
field record-
ings made 
during trav-
els around the 
world. 

STRA combines some of the 
best elements of public radio, 
audio archiving, journalism, the 
performing arts, curriculum de-
velopment, and podcasting, that 
together result in a groundbreak-
ing example of how the digital 
humanities are evolving in the 
21st century.

In any given week, Terkel might 
interview Civil Rights activists, 
poets, scientists, Chicago public 
school children, opera stars, So-
viet dissidents, political philoso-
phers, stand-up comedians and 
blues and gospel singers. His pro-

Studs Terkel

residents also don’t pay income 
tax, but spend 1.86% of their in-
come on real estate taxes, one 
of the highest rates in the coun-
try. Compare these to California, 
where residents owe a little over 
4% of their income in sales and 
excise taxes, and just 0.79% in 
real estate tax.

The best five states - in order 
- would be Alaska, Delaware, 
Montana, Nevada and Wyoming.

Tax Rates in Illinois (1=Lowest; 
51=highest):
•	 51st – Overall Effective State 

& Local Tax Rate
•	 30th – Income Tax
•	 50th – Real-Estate Tax
•	 27th – Sales & Excise Taxes

grams continue to be heard every 
Friday night on WFMT 98.7FM 
in The Best of Studs Terkel and 
his influence on today’s genera-
tion of radio and podcast produc-
ers is vast. STRA seeks to honor 
Terkel’s own distinct style and 
appetite for transcending catego-
ries embodied by his self-chosen 
epitaph: “Curiosity did not kill 
this cat!”  

The STRA has five compo-
nents: 

• Digital Platform (studsterkel.
org) – featuring Terkel’s historic 
radio programs at the time of its 
launch the platform will continue 
to expand and will divided into 
more than 60 topic areas featur-
ing transcripts and a range of in-
novative new technology that will 
enable users to quickly and easily 
re-use and share audio excerpts.

• Digital Bughouse – this pro-
active initiative will foster a 
wide-ranging partnerships with 
creative people and organizations 
who wish to license audio.               

• Terkel in the Classroom – key 
education partners oversee vari-

studs see p. 7
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Please Call for Assistance

773.472.6300
1458 W. Belmont Ave., Chicago, IL 60657

www.lakeviewfuneralhome.com

When a Life was Lived Well
Create a Service that

“Honors the Life”

“Honoring the Life” est. 1882

Se Habla Espanol and Expanded Facilities and Fully Accessible

Sunday Morning Service 
10:00am

Sunday Evening Service 
5:00pm

TMC Communities (Sunday School) 
8:30am & 11:30am

Wednesday Prayer Meeting
6:45pm

1635 N LaSalle | Chicago IL 60614
312.327.8600 | www.moodychurch.org

The Peoples Church  
of Chicago
Sunday Worship 10 am
941 W. Lawrence 773-784-6633
www.peopleschurchchicago.org

Queen of Angels  
Catholic Church
Sunday Mass 8, 9:30, 11am & 
12:30pm
Weekday Mass  Mon - Fri 8:30am
Saturday Mass 9am - 5pm
2330 W. Sunnyside

SUNDAY
10 am Worship  

& Sunday School
William Pareja, Pastor

2132 West Addison Street 
Chicago

(773) 248-5893
www.asccChicago.org

Sunday Service 9:30am
Adult Forum 10:45am

Sunday Church School 10:45am

Ravenswood United  
Church of Christ
10:30 am Worship, Sunday School
2050 W. Pensacola
773 -549-5472

OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor

Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer   10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place  
(Nursery through 5th Grade)

Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer 
7:30 pm Bible Study

Open Arms United 
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

817 Grace St.   773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING

OAUWCChicago.org

Want to see Your Church in this Weekly Feature?

Call Cindy at 618-201-3622 
or email c789amadio@gmail.com

1709 W. Cornelia Ave.
773-248-3142

corneliainformation@gmail.com
corneliabaptistchurch.com

Sundays Fellowship  
Breakfast 9 a.m.

Childrenʼs Study 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Kids 
of Faith Bible Club 7 p.m.

1500 W. Elmdale Avenue 
(773) 743-1820 

www.immanuelchicago.org

A LIVING SANCTUARY  
OF HOPE AND GRACE

Silent Prayer  
10:10-10:25 a.m.

Worship 10:30 a.m.
Godly Play Sunday School 

11:20 a.m.
Coffee Hour 11:45 a.m.
The Forum Discussion 

12:15 p.m.
Parking at Senn High School

cagoan Sister Joan Newhart, 
BVM, (Joan Michael), 89 years 
old, died at the Motherhouse in 
Dubuque, IA last week. Sixty-
eight years a member of the Sis-
ters of Charity BVM community, 
teaching in Chicago at Immacu-
lata High School and Carmel in 
Mundelein and in Bogota. She 
was the beloved sister of come-
dian Bob Newhart.

AHOY! Gibson’s was jumping 
the day after St. Patrick’s Day. 
Ran into skilled skipper Max 
and Victoria Kennedy, Chris 
Kennedy’s brother, who has 
been here for two months work-
ing the campaign. Spent a great 
day on Max’s sailboat, “Glide,” 
in Nantucket Sound some years 
ago while in Hyannis Port, with a 
huge crowd of Kennedys includ-
ing mom, Ethel Skakel Kennedy 
who was great fun. She brought 
the best fried chicken and white 
wine aboard and moderated the 
challenging discussions at sea.

SAY IT AIN’T SO: Word is 

yet another Sun-Times columnist 
will be leaving the paper in the 
Fall.

HOLY HAVANA: Is a promi-
nent Lake Shore Dr. husband 
threatening legal action if a certain 
garage attendant in their building 
does not suspend affectionate ex-
pressions to his wife? Maybe if 
she did not treat the handsome 
young man as her personal valet 
it would help. Also taking him 
with her to Florida might be send-
ing the wrong message. And buy-
ing his clothes (he likes Polo) and 
out for lunch (she says he’s her 
driver).

WHO’S WHERE? Yes, that 
was the very lovely Vonita Re-
escer, elegant in her green mink 
coat, and everyone’s favorite, 
Mark Olley, at “Facing the Fu-
ture” fundraiser at the Peninsula 

Hotel… Oh my, fabulous Hector 
Gustavo Cardenas celebrated 
his birthday in Hawaii with birth-
day cake on the sand and dinner 
at Mama’s Fish House… writer 
Sherrill Bodine cruising warm 
waters, just arrived in Cartegena, 
Columbia with hubby, John, and 
friends, wow… Terese Di Buono 
Hall under the palms in Ft. Lau-
derdale. Artist Adam Scott Um-
bach birthdaying in London and 
taking in all the galleries, espe-
cially the Tate Modern.

CHAOS: The Sunday night 
chaos at Gibson’s was brought to 
order by Kathy O’Malley Pic-
cone for Bossman Steve Lom-
bardo and wife, Peggy O’Ryan 
Lombardo noshing at the Steak-
house, also there was Kathy Tay-
lor and sister, Joanne Gorecki 
and husband, surgeon Dr. Dave 
Gorecki. So was the charm-
ing Goldcoaster Nora Brady… 
and Chicago architect Marvin 
Herman and Family, including 
daughter Michelle… and nearby 
in a big booth was Mike Segal… 
and just down the street feasting 
on the fabulous corned beef at 
Ralph Lauren Bar and Grill on St. 
Patrick’s Day was Rose Marie 
O’Neill and sister, Alice O’Neill 
Lamb, with daughter and son in 
law, St. Ignatius Prep’s Libby 
Lamb Lucas and husband, Lar-
ry Lucas, with daughter, attorney 
Nora Lucas… nearby in Oprah’s 

booth Col. Paul Malarik III had 
things in control with everyone’s 
sweety-pie Lynn Graham and 
birthday boy Sean Eshaghy. This 
writer was at the next table with 
writer Nikkia Lynn Hurlbert and 
man about town Mark O’Malley, 
where we were all serenaded by 
the pipes and drums of the Shan-
non Rovers when they marched 
through the restaurant.

EVERYONE GAINS: Mean-
while, hot and cold running Gain-
ers were gathered with friends 
at Farmhouse on Chicago Ave. 
where the song and poetry ran 
thick all day with Nora Gainer 
Doherty leading her children 
Bebhinn, Anghus and Maude in 
patriotic tunes, while Grandma 
Gerry Gainer and Grandpa Bill 
Gainer were cheering friend Wil-
lie Winters on the guitar. Also 
contributing to the hilarity was 
Maggie Malone, Marian Brady, 
Dolores Connolly, Dan Casey, 
Brendan Kerlin and Looking 
Glass Theater’s Chaon Cross. 

I KNOW YOU: Former May-
or Richard M. Daley welcomed 
family and friends to his annual 
post parade bash this year at Gib-
son’s Italia. 

KOSHER KEEPING: Don’t 
forget, Passover begins on Friday, 
and Mon Ami Gabi in the Belden 
Stratford is offering fabulous full 
Sedar Dinners. This columnist is 
going. Hanukkah was so fantas-

poets from p. 2

Col. Paul Malarik III, Lynn Graham and Sean Eshaghy enjoy RL lunch 
on St. Patrick’s Day.

tic I wouldn’t miss the chance to 
feast “a Francais” at Passover.

HOMEMADE IS BEST: I did 
some Kosher cooking last week. 
I took 16 oz. of prime chicken 
stock and created some matzo 
balls with the crumbs. I mixed 
the egg and the oil with some de-
licious results. I made then once 
before when I cooked a full Pass-
over dinner at Harvard when my 
friends the Mednicks were there.

ART INSTITUTE: If you 
have not seen the Auguste Rodin 
exhibit at the AIC, you have un-
til April 1 to do so. It’s not to be 
missed.

CALL ME BY HIS NAME: 
Did it get awkward recently at 
a posh bar in tight quarters with 
hilarious bartenders when two 
prominent local attorneys arrived 
at the bar at the same time (a first), 
one unusually early and the other, 
unusually late? Apparently they 
both have been paying loads of 
attention to the same hot busboy 
in the bar. Neither knew of the 
other. They soon got the picture! 
But nothing is resolved. Regulars 
got clued in. Holy billable hours. 
Word is there’s yet another man 
in the picture, a plastic surgeon.

JUDGE DE CHAPEAU: I 
am delighted to have been asked 
to be a judge in the fabulous hat 
contest for the Service Club’s 
Spring Luncheon, May 21, at the 
Onwentsia Club in Lake Forest. 
Thanks, Myra Reilly and Lynda 
Silverman. Wouldn’t miss it.

COURIR NE MARCHE 
PAS: Lonesome for Paris? Crav-
ing some superb wine? Sophis-
ticated cheese? And some bistro 
surprises? Then make a stop on 
Chicago’s Rive Gauche, at Root-
stock. Wine Bar supreme in funky 
East Humboldt Park/West Ukrai-
nian Village at 954 N. California. 
Artists everywhere and high-end 
vittles. You will be delighted 
with the gastro-pub plates. Better 
burger than Au Cheval.

IS IT A VIDEO? Tenants in a 
certain posh lakefront high-rise 
are asking themselves how two 
short videos of female tenants 
showering (separately) were shot 
and passed along to other tenants? 
While some thought the janitor 
might be up to mischief, others 
now believe that the cinematog-
raphy was created by the man 
who may be wooing both the la-
dies (each over 50, if you get our 
drift)? People who have seen the 
videos think the Geneva Conven-
tion may be soon invoked.

“I was reading the dictionary. 
I thought it was a poem about 
everything.” -- Steven Wright

tog515@gmail.com

Vonita Reescer and Mark Olley at “Face 
the Future” at the Peninsula.

Nora Gainer Doherty, Ferdia Doherty 
and daughter, Bebhinn, at Farmhouse.
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ous projects and explore ways of 
using STRA audio in educational 
contexts. Two pilot programs al-
ready in place at the time of the 
launch of the archive in May 
2018 are a curriculum developed 
with the Great Books Foundation 
focused on Civil Rights that is 
being used by high schools and 
project-based curriculum devel-
oped for Chicago Public Library’s 
YouMedia program.  

• Bughouse Square – (Premier-
ing in August) podcast seeks to 
engage a younger audience who 
may be less familiar with Terkel 
will provide listeners an audio 
time machine that intermingles 
the best techniques from various 
era of media history to resist the 
cultural and political amnesia in 
our society that Terkel resisted in 
his own work.

•  Studs Terkel Radio Archive 
Live Events – A steady series of 
live, public events in Chicago 
and around the world will play an 
important role in raising aware-
ness of the archive and fostering/
showing creative use and partner-
ships.
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What’s old is new again as 
Access Contemporary Music’s 
[AMC] popular Sound of Silent 
Film Festival returns for a 13th 
year on Saturday, April 14, 7 
p.m. and 9:30 p.m., moving to the 
Davis Theater in Lincoln Square 
from its previous home at the Mu-
sic Box on Southport. 

To celebrate 13 years of com-
missioning new music to be 
performed live to modern silent 
films, ACM is adding a special 
“late night” show this year. 

“Every year we get so many 
high quality films that are just a 
little too racy, weird, or down-
right horrifying to show in prime 
time,” says Seth Boustead, ACM’s 
Executive Director and the cre-
ator and producer of the festival. 
“This year we get to go all out and 
it’s very exciting.” 

ACM’s goal is to expose more 
people to contemporary classical 
music. They believe that the mu-
sic of our time deserves a wider 
audience and that there are many 
people who would love contem-
porary classical music if they only 
knew it existed. In that mission 

“That Unusual Brick” is a comedy film by Jesse Burks, music by Nicole 
Murphy. In the movie a neurotic man’s perfect meal in a posh, swanky res-
taurant is interrupted by an unexpected little guest. 

Silent Film Fest  
coming to Lincoln Square

Features newly 
commissioned classical 
music performed live  
to modern silent films

they create events like this festival 
designed to be innovative, foster 
creativity, allow for collaboration 
and bring contemporary music to 
new audiences.

All of the films will be screened 
in complete silence with live mu-
sical accompaniment provided by 
ACM musicians led by Music Di-
rector Chris Ramaekers. 

The Davis Theater is a newly 
restored first-run theater with a 
restaurant and two full bars. 

The Sound of Silent Film Fes-
tival serves ACM’s mission to 
bring contemporary classical mu-
sic to new audiences. To that end 
the composers we commission 

are not film composers but con-
cert composers. A few of the fea-
tured composers include Natalie 
Diettrich, Nicole Murphy, Domi-
nic Johnson and Anthony Green. 

Saturday, April 14
7 p.m. Feature Presentation

9:30 p.m. “Late Night”  
Presentation (viewer discretion 
advised) 

Davis Theater, 4614 N. Lincoln Ave.

$25 for main show only, $15 for late 
show only, $35 for both 
Visit www.acmusic.org/sound-of-
silent-film-festival-2018/

Letter to the Editor

In light of the [the March 21] 
article in [this newspaper], we 
want our community to know that 
Lillstreet Art Center is not going 
out of business. In fact, spring 
session enrollment is strong, and 
registration is well underway 
for our summer kid’s camps. We 
await another inspiring summer 
with young artists, and our direc-

The arts are alright, and Lillstreet is too
tors are already busy planning our 
fall session and beyond.

Lillstreet Art Center has been in 
business for nearly 43 years, and 
we will continue to provide the 
same excellence in arts education 
programming that this communi-
ty has known all these years. We 
are deeply rooted in Chicago and 
the arts, and our valued friend-
ships extend far and wide. Our 
mission will always be to provide 
a special space for artists to cre-
ate, connect and grow.

As we take a carefully-planned 
protective measure, there will be 
no changes in our operations. We 
expect to emerge stronger and 
better than ever, and want to thank 
our community members for their 
kind words and support. It is be-
cause of you that Lillstreet will 
continue to provide arts program-
ming for many years to come. 

Bruce Robbins
Founder and CEO,  
Lillstreet Art Center

studs from p. 5
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Hand Car Wash with a Human Touch

We want to say THANK YOU to our valued customers  
for your continued patronage, to our employees, past  
and present, for your very hard work and commitment  
and to our friends for your ongoing support.  
On this 34th birthday we cannot say THANK YOU enough!
We look forward to celebrating many more years in business!

Congratulations 

TO WE’LL CLEAN, INC.  

HAND CAR WASH & DETAIL SHOP  

on celebrating 34 YEARS IN BUSINESS

2261 N Clybourn Ave.  

Chicago, IL 60614

Mon.-Sat. 7:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.  

Sundays 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

(773) 348-2226

(773) AUTO SPA
800-775-2000 | Groups 10+: 312-977-1710 | Tickets available at all Broadway In Chicago Box Offices

ing to be good community citizens.
Now in her fourth season with the Cubs, 

Andersonville-resident Kitzes said she 
came on board just in time to see the one-
time “Lovable Losers” win their first World 
Series since 1908.

And she even has her own World Series 
ring (given to Cubs employees as well as 
the players) to remind her of how much 
times have changed around the Friendly 
Confines.

In just the past few years, for example, 
the Ricketts family has poured nearly $1 
billion into the ballpark and new surround-
ings that include an office building, hotel, 
the Park at Wrigley, buying and managing 
11 rooftop clubs, a new video scoreboard, 
luxurious locker room and players’ lounge, 
underground batters’ cages and statues of 
Ernie Banks, Ron Santo and Billy Wil-
liams.

But probably more important as far as 
Kitzes is concerned, are the $24 million 
in donations to the community from Cubs 
Charities and the 3400 hours of community 
service donated by cubs players and their 
families, doing everything from painting 
schools and serving the elderly to walking 
dogs for Chicago Canine Rescue.

They also have undertaken a success-
ful matching grant program that has led to 
more than $1.75 million of investment in 
Lakeview’s schools and have taken a spe-
cial interest in Lake View High School this 
year.

“We don’t just make financial contribu-
tions, but we roll up our sleeves and do the 
work ourselves,” Kitzes said, adding “we 
participated in more than 100 community 
meetings last year and regularly engage 
with our neighbors.

“Last year, we donated more than $3.2 
million for neighborhood protection to help 
keep Lake View safe, clean and vibrant,” 
she continued, noting that in addition to 
working with the Chicago Police Dept., the 
Cubs have their own security working the 
ballpark before, during and after games.

In addition, Kitzes added, the Cubs have 
developed their own litter abatement pro-
gram serving a five-block area around the 
ballpark.

“This past year, we picked up 1,300 
pounds of trash and 800 pounds of recycla-
bles” and have snow shovel patrols work-
ing nearby streets after blizzards, she said.

And the Cubs not only set up a baseball 
diamond near Lane Tech High School, but 
set up a skating rink during winter months, 
she added.

Kitzes and other Wrigley Field officials 
have often found themselves handling all 
kinds of requests, some of them out-of-
this-world.

Like the relatives of die-hard Cub fans 
whose last wish is to have their ashes scat-
tered around home plate.

It’s the kind of problem Kitzes and many 
of her colleagues would rather just pass on 
to the Fan Services department.

Others have their own suggestions, add-
ing with a wink that what happens at the 
ballpark stays at the ballpark.

outreach from p. 1

This year marks the 30th anni-
versary of lights and night baseball 
coming to Wrigley Field.

Even though the game itself was 
rained out, the lights worked per-
fectly when they were turned on 
Aug. 8, 1988.

The Cubs finished construction of 
the lights in July, had a charity event 
under those lights later that month, 
and were permitted, by city ordi-
nance, eight night games the rest of 
1988 and then 18 per year through 
2002. The first of those games was 
scheduled for Aug. 8 against Phila-
delphia.

Temps in Chicago that day would 
reach 99 degrees as a capacity 
crowd gathered at Wrigley Field for 
the festivities. Harry Grossman, an 
avid baseball fan and the Cubs old-
est season-ticket holder at 94 at 
the time, switched on the lights at 
Wrigley Field. Grossman, who died 
in 1991, lived most of his life within 
walking distance of Wrigley Field 
and attended his first Cubs game in 
1906.

Then suddenly a classic Midwest 
thunderstorm roared into town 
sending fans and players scurrying 
for cover. The first game actually 
played under the lights followed 
the next day.

Kitzes says the coming anniver-
sary has been talked about by staff 
but as yet no plans have been put 
forward to celebrate the event.

Let there be lightSchool, but it has far fewer students and 
entrances to monitor. The school added a 
third security officer starting in January 
and also employs off-duty police officers, 
but it still hopes to improve its efficiency.

“We’re all one group,” Watkins said. “So 
they act as security officers versus police 
officers. With them being on the team, it 
helps with them giving suggestions as to 
how can we make this place more secure.”

As an elite public school, however, Wal-
ter Payton is in a different position from 
many schools. The school offers exchange 
programs in countries including China and 
South Africa, and students average an ACT 
score of 29.7, approaching the national 
95th percentile. Compare that with the 
many underprivileged schools in Chicago, 
and it seems impossible that all schools can 
get the resources that help Walter Payton’s 
security team flourish.

Funding gaps may be insurmountable, 
but schools still might learn from Wal-
ter Payton’s commitment and attention 
to detail. In addition to one or two CPS-
mandated training sessions per year, Wal-
ter Payton’s security team goes through 
routine training organized by Watkins, an 
expert in private-sector security. Hiring 
seasoned veterans of the security business 
might not be possible for every school, but 
Walter Payton’s measures show the value 
of investing in safety.

“Most of it is preventable, but you have 
to have everyone on board with you,” Wat-
kins said. “We’ve been pretty lucky, but 
we’ve had situations where people try to 
come in, and we’ve cut that off.”

safety from p. 1 “This past year, we picked up 
1,300 pounds of trash and  

800 pounds of recyclables”  
and have snow shovel patrols 

working nearby streets  
after blizzards, she said.


