Behind every great man
is a woman
rolling her eyes.

— Jim Carrey
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Red Line ridership low,
but violent crime through the roof

BY CWBCHICAGO

CTA ridership remains sharply
lower in 2021 due to COVID, but
violent crime reports along the
transit agency’s backbone, the Red
Line, are significantly higher this
year than during normal times.

Analysis of city crime data
shows robberies along the Red
Line system between Roosevelt
and Howard are up 80% this year
compared to the pre-COVID pe-
riod of Jan. 1 to March 15 of 2020.
In fact, more robberies have been
reported along that stretch of the
CTA system this year than in any
year since at least 2015, despite
suppressed ridership.

Because crimes are reported by
CTA station addresses and not by
train line, the dataset also includes
incidents on Brown, Purple, and
Yellow Line trains at stations they
share with the Red Line.

Most recently, police and fire
crews responded to the Lake St.
subway station around 7:50 p.m.
March 25 after a man attacked
another passenger while riding
the Red Line.

The 48-year-old victim told po-
lice the offender walked up on a
southbound train and started ar-
guing with him before the attack
began. An ambulance transported
the victim to Northwestern Me-
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Rapist who followed woman
from Belmont Red Line station
was supposed to be on electronic monitoring

BY CWBCHICAGO

A man who followed a Lakev-
iew woman from the Belmont
Red Line station last weekend and
then raped her in a nearby alley
was supposed to be on electronic
monitoring for a previous attack,
prosecutors said.

But Antoine Jackson never ar-
ranged to have the monitoring
bracelet attached and he remained
on the loose in violation of the
probation he received, Assistant
State’s Attorney Hazel Gumbs
said during a bond court hearing
Saturday.

Instead of being home on elec-
tronic monitoring, Gumbs said,
Jackson was at the Belmont Red
Line station around 3:45 a.m.
March 14 when a 29-year-old
woman caught his eye.

Surveillance footage alleg-
edly shows Jackson following the
woman from the platform, onto
Belmont Ave., and then down the
street as she walked home.

When they got to the 3200
block of N. Kenmore, Jackson
grabbed the victim’s arm from
behind and indicated he had a
gun, Gumbs said.

The woman tried to call 911,

Chicago police arrest Antoine Jack-
son on Thursday, March 25.

but Jackson allegedly grabbed her
phone away and hit her in the face
with it. Then, he forced her into
an alley.

Gumbs said the victim pound-
ed on a door to get help, but Jack-
son forced her down some stairs
where he pulled down his pants
and forced her to perform sex
acts. Then, he raped her, she said.

When he was finished, Jackson
allegedly kissed the woman and
walked away.

The victim outcried in a phone
call to her boyfriend as she
walked home after the attack. He
called police and officers took the
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Virtual meeting April 10
over baseball lights at Welles Park

BY PETER VON BUOL

The Welles Park Parents As-
soc. [WPPA], a non-profit organi-
zation which operates the park’s
baseball and softball leagues, the
Welles Park Advisory Council
[WPAC], Chicago Park District
[CPD] and Ald. Matt Martin
[47th], will be hosting an online
meeting 11 a.m. April 10, to dis-
cuss the installation of lights at
the park.

To attend the Saturday morn-
ing Zoom meeting, attendees
must sign up in advance and reg-
ister at a link found on the web
site of the Welles Park Advisory
Council at https://wellespark.
org/2021/03/29/lights-at-welles-
we-want-your-feedback.

At the meeting, the WPPA will
present details about the pro-
posal and community members
will have an opportunity to ask
questions. Questions can also be
submitted in advance through
a survey found on the advisory
council’s website.

According to details of the plan
posted online at wppachicago.

org, the parents’ association wants
to place 11, 60’ poles around the
park’s exterior, with one pole im-
mediately next to the scoreboard
by the Senior softball diamond.
These lights are being described
by association officials as being
able to provide “an appropriate
amount of light level” to nearly
all the park’s baseball diamonds
and would allow the WPPA to
schedule more than 280 games of
spring baseball in 2022.

While baseball and softball ad-
vocates are applauding the addi-
tion of lights to Welles Park, some
neighbors have contacted this
newspaper to express concerns
the lights will increase parking
woes at night and will contrib-
ute to added noise. Some have
questioned why the meetings are
being held virtually, which pre-
vents many senior citizens from
attending and have asked why not
wait until the pandemic is over to
hold in-person meetings. After
all, these neighbors have said this
will be a decision that will not
only have an effect on next year’s
baseball season but will have an

impact which lasts decades.

The lights are being described
by the WPPA as being much more
“neighbor-friendly” than those
found at other city parks on the
North Side. Association officials
have described the proposed light
towers as ones which will be cast-
ing concentrated beams of light
on the ball fields and having a
limited impact on the homes that
ring the park.

The WPAC, which is a vol-
unteer group recognized by the
CPD, has not taken a position in
support or opposition to the proj-
ect and is seeking input from the
community.

To submit comments and con-
cerns to Ald. Martin, call his
office at 773-868-4747 or email
him at michael@aldermanmartin.
com. WPAC is also reviewing the
proposal, and you can also share
your comments and concerns by
calling Welles Park at 312-742-
7511. In addition, the WPPA is
also responding to questions at
lights@wppachicago.org.

After several years of fits, fears and do-overs in the planning, the Claren-
don Park Community Center is ready for rehab.

Clarendon Community Center
sees its future

When was the last time you
attended a community meeting
only to find everyone there was
pretty happy with the subject of
that meeting? It actually hap-
pened last week - March 25 - dur-
ing a virtual meeting hosted by
the Chicago Park District [CPD],
Clarendon Park Advisory Coun-
cil and Ald. James Cappleman
[46th] over the coming $11.5 mil-
lion rehabilitation of the Claren-
don Community Center, 4501 N.
Clarendon Ave.

After several years of fits, fears
and do-overs, the community fol-
lowing along on their comput-

ers seemed happy, really, really
happy!

During the one-hour presen-
tation, the only concerns heard
came from the local gardening
club worried about what may
happen to their gardens during
construction. Legit concerns for
them, but hardly enough to dull
the moment.

The thorough presentation left
little to wonder about, and lots for
neighbors and park users to like.

Once finished, neighbors will
be presented with a nice mix of

CLARENDON seep. 8

New Waveland youth golf facility
learning center, lounge
and golf simulator

The pandemic era has ushered
in a new era for golf as a sport de-
fined by social distancing. Many
golf courses had record years in
2020, and presently they may be
the only people hoping for drag-
ging out the lockdown.

Now the Waveland Clock Tow-
er building, once used by golf-
ers as a locker room, will soon
be home to a youth development
facility for after-school golfing,
and an indoor youth development
facility.

The $1.5 million project will
be conducted in two phases. The
clubhouse is currently scheduled
to open this spring, with the pro-
gram starting this May, and the
outdoor space is expected to fol-
low in spring/summer of 2022.

First Tee hopes this project will
help address three key issues that
Chicago’s inner-city children face
today:

e The 1,250 square foot kid’s
clubhouse will provide year-
round access to programming,
a technology lab for exploration
and learning, a simulator for prac-
tice, and a lounge area for peer
engagement.

* The outdoor short-game area
will provide a state-of-the-art
practice facility for skills devel-
opment and access to safe out-
door green space, both of which
help to promote healthy cognitive
development in children.

e Kids from all areas will
have access to transportation to
and from the facilities for full-
day camps and programs where
they can practice on and off the
course.

The facility will add to the Chi-
cago Park District’s Sydney R.
Marovitz Golf Course, the scenic
nine-hole course along the coast
of Lake Michigan, at 3701 N.
Recreation Dr.

It’s part of a long-term deal
with the Chicago Park District
and is the first of several facilities
that First Tee plans to build in the
city.

Instead of kids just coming in
for an hour-and-a-half golf ses-
sion, First Tee will now have a
full-day summer camp and full-
day programming throughout the
year. The facility is expected to
serve hundreds of children 7 to 18
years old. Having an indoor space
will allow First Tee to expand its
programs into the winter months.

The indoor space will house
golf programs, as well as special
events and workshops such as a
healthy habits summit, and career
readiness workshops.

The second phase of the proj-
ect will include building outdoor
playing areas designed for put-
ting, full-swing golf and short-
game practice. Construction on
the project’s second phase will
begin this summer.
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Return of cop killers demonstrates a sad loss of reason

By Thomas J. O'Gorman

Rizzato and Severin! Rizzato
and Severin! Their names quick-
ly became Chicago household
words. A battle cry across the
city, featured at the top of the 10
p-m. news on every TV station.

Mayor Daley was bursting at
the seams with rage. Unspeak-
able violence robbed Chicago of
two of its finest.

Patrolman Anthony Rizzato,
Star #12407 and Sergeant James
Severin, Star #1319, both from the
Area 6 Task Force.

I remember when I first read
their names in the archives of
the Chicago Tribune. A double
homicide July 17, 1970. Two Chi-
cago cops. At 37- and 38-years-
old they weren’t rookies. That
summer’s evening they were on
a “Walk and Talk” on the Near
North Side, the new police pro-
gram for getting to know neigh-
borhood folk on the beat.

Rizzato and Severin were
mowed down at the Cabrini-
Green housing project when they
became the targets of sniper fire
from a rooftop. In cold blood.
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Like the Viet Nam
War comes to Chi-
cago.

Police
shields of
squad cars with
their doors wide
open to retrieve
their bodies. At
Henrotin Hospital
they were both pro-
nounced “Dead on
Arrival.”

Johnnie Veal, 18,
and George Knight,
23, tried and con-

made
their

CPD

\f

Patrolman Anthony Rizzato,

of Prohibition law-
lessness. But they
sure do reflect the
violence of immi-
grant assimilation,
the dawn of the
American labor
movement, radical
racial unrest and
uncontrolled polit-
ical shenanigans.
What have Chi-
cago and its elect-
ed leaders learned
from the long cata-
logue of mayhem

victed of the mur-
ders, were sentenced, each, to 199
years in prison.

Veal, now 68, has just been pa-
roled. Far short of his 199 year
sentence.

Joseph Hurst, 77, an earlier cop
killer, has also just been paroled.
His previous death penalty sen-
tence has been changed to 100 to
300 years in prison for the 1967
murder of 37-year-old Patrolman
Herman Stallworth, Star #10965,
3rd District. Stallworth’s death
left a wife, Geraldine, and four
small children behind.

States Attorney Kim Foxx of-
fered no objections to the paroles,
just meagre mumbles in response
to the outrage of the paroles, and
a feeble and disjointed responsi-
bility-blaming of the parole board
for the actions. She did some silly
song and dance, wrapping herself
in the poise of a confused Chi-
cago political free-thinker. Chi-
cagoans should be angry, fed up
and embarrassed at what passes
for intelligence in her office.

From the first murder of a Chi-
cago policeman in the brutal en-
virons of a riverfront tavern, in
1853, to the final victim, a freak
fatal squad car crash while in pur-
suit of a suspect in 2006, where
our research material concludes,
Chicago has a disproportionate
number of slain police officers.
Five hundred thirty four. Such
homicides in Chicago are a cruel
enterprise and surprisingly do not
even reflect the violence of our
“Roaring 20s” Capone era stigma

and murder reigned
down upon its police force over
the past 150 years of its history?
Well, to start with, that the power
and solution such violence brings
is always very personal.

Hear that Kim Foxx?

And following that, the terror
and shame associated with police
homicide rarely evolves into a
positive force for success.

Got that Mayor Lightfoot?

And then, we discover that so-
cial disintegration always accom-
panies the cruelty of such crime
that never ceases to demand jus-
tice.

Hear that President Preckwin-
kle?

So we have crimes that are in-
tensely personal, never successful
and eternal in their hunt for retri-
bution. That’s quite the equation
for getting re-elected.

I'd like to be able to say that
Chicago learns from its past, but
I am not sure that’s true. I say
that as a life-long Chicagoan. A
20-year veteran of Chicago City
Hall. And a five-year columnist at
this newspaper.

And T say that, regretfully, as
a student of history who is no
longer surprised by the failure of
humans to learn from their mis-
takes.

“End of Watch, Chicago Police
Killed in the Line of Duty, 1853-
2006,” is the storied catalogue
of those homicides. Those mur-
ders. Never previously compiled
or tallied. Certainly never by the
Chicago Police Dept. Or by the

BARRY *

gy
The Quality Cleaners

REGE

NT

Optimized cleaning for each garment.
We have a complete arsenal

of three cleaning methods;

two types of dry-
PLUS aqua-cleaning.

cleaning

3000 N. Broadway

Call 773-348-5510 to arrange curbside pick-up
www.barryregentcleaners.com

city itself. Or social scientists at
universities around the Chicago
area. But gathering up the lost
history and the forgotten clues is
precisely what students of urban
history know must be attempted.
Ald. Edward M. Burke, himself
a former Chicago Policeman and
history devotee, and I, attempted
to do just that in carving out time
and turning our offices in City
Hall into something resembling
a crime scene investigation unit.
Right out of Law and Order, the
Wire or Midsomer Murders.

Some police deaths were easily
solved long ago.

tence.

Parole boards need to hear the
shouts from the nightmare mem-
ories of parentless children, or the
politicos who represent them in
government.

Cop killers should die in pris-
on.

There’s no parole from the
cemetery no matter how much of
a hero you are. Murderers, like
John Veal, need to do their time.
Those who take the life of a cop
must endure the full cost of that
crime. Murderers do not mellow
with time. John Veal committed a
double homicide from the rooftop

Some suspects,
as you might imag-
ine, never survived
the ride to the po-
lice station.

Some police ho-
micides were Hol-

lywood spectacu- t
lars with a cast of ,,i__
thousands, colorful -
characters,  geo- —
graphic grandeur \

with colorful trials

of Cabrini Green.
With a rifle. And a
scope.

Kim Foxx, in
her continued in-
eptitude, cannot
revoke the sen-
tence of the court
by her not defend-
ing the dead. The
ease with which
she opens the door
P for a cop killer’s

and historic fina-
les.

Sgt. James Severin, CPD

Chicago return
demonstrates a sad

Others were lonely, cruel epi-
sodes of urban tragedy in alleys,
“L” stations, liquor stores and
daylight robberies. Others turned
out to be high profiled urban in-
sanities in the modern era of rock
and roll, gang violence and the
drug culture.

Some just manufactured by
punk kids preening for the cam-
eras. Fake bravado. Putting a
false face on great fears look-
ing to a lifetime of prison abuse,
caged living and unsettled justice.
Repentance hard pressed. Prison
cell insanity. Worse than the guil-
lotine.

That’s still where we find our-
selves in 2021, with murderers
living long lives incarcerated as
gang heroes. Cop Kkillers spared
from the finality of capitol pun-
ishment grow white whiskers and
cynical attitudes after their life-
time behind bars.

But the children they orphaned
are long grown.

The widows they created long
since dead themselves of loneli-
ness and heartache and a cruel
mourning that never ends.

Once bright, young State’s At-
torneys now retired, end their
days in Florida and judges on the
bench now rest in peace.

But this should not eclipse the
terror of murder. The smell of
cop homicide. The crowded tear-
ful funeral congregations of shat-
tered families and politicians who
know that often the dead have no
one to speak for them.

In our selective age of limp-
ing humanism and misused vic-
timhood, the wrong persons still
plead their cases after half a cen-
tury. Weary listeners distanced
from moral probity no longer en-
dure. Thoughtless political lead-
ership long ago abandoned justice
in a trade for votes.

All Chicago should be rising up
to demand that the killers of cops
serve their sentences. The mur-
derers of law enforcement offi-
cers, whether the Chicago Police
or the Miami P.D. or the NYPD
and others must serve their sen-

loss of reason. She soils the honor
of the court. And the eternal sor-
row of a family.

It’s personal Ms. Foxx. And a
powerful negative force. Cruelty
still calls out for justice. Explain
that to Rosarino Rizzato, still
widowed. Explain that to Cath-
erine Severin, a mother who still
grieves in her grave.

PASSOVER: Did we ever
need to be lifted and liberated
more than now in the midst of the
pandemic? This is our wish for
you and your family as Passover
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Mary Ann McDermott, founder of Nurses &
Humanities.

“Solitude,” by Maria Zaragoza, a nurse at
Northwestern Medicine.

Maribel Huerta, a Christ Medical Center
nurse’s “Forever my light in the darkest of
days” photograph.

Davis Theater sign painting by Beck Anstee,
a Swedish Hospital nurse.
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’Heromes and heroes display their creativity here’

Twenty  years
ago, Mary Ann
McDermott had a
vision. As a profes-
sor in nursing at
Loyola Univ., she
wanted to show-
case another side
of nurses -- their

Heart s talented side --
of the ‘Hood through the arts.
By Felicia Dechter =~ On April 9, Mc-

Dermott will fi-
nally have her dream come true, with an
exhibit she has put together called Nurses’
Relaxation and Renewal through the Arts.
The opening will be a small, invitation-
only event but after that, you can see this
filled-with-fabulous pieces display through
July 11 at the International Museum of Sur-
gical Science, 1524 N. Lake Shore Dr.

More than 100 nurses and nursing stu-
dents submitted more than 150 works in-
cluding unique paintings, beautiful craft
work, wonderful photographs, terrific
embroidery, dainty lace, and more. Show-
cased will be about 60 pieces created by
our frontline heroes. The rest of the works,
totaling about 150, will be shown in a film
loop, while prose and poetry will be dis-
played in a binder.

“There are a lot of talented nurses
around,” said McDermott, an Uptown resi-
dent and professor emerita at the Niehoff
School of Nursing, at Loyola. “It’s just a
beautiful thing to see. Heroines and heroes
display their creativity here.”

In 2006, McDermott founded the group
Hektoen Nurses & the Humanities, to pres-
ent programs that demonstrate and encour-
age the healing power of the arts. It is the
work of Hektoen nurses that will be exhib-
ited. The Hektoen Institute of Medicine,
located at 1339 S. Wood St., has a Nurses
and Humanities Advisory Committee that
believes nurses need to balance the science
of nursing with an appreciation of the arts
that offers them new strategies for self-
care, and that expands their repertoire of
resources for holistic care-giving, said Mc-
Dermott.

“Nurses lose their sense of the arts
and humanities,” said McDermott. “They
might have loved them as a child, but after
science and drudgery for four years, some-
times they never re-connect.”

I've always wanted a peek inside that
museum. It’s one place in Chicago I've
seen all my life but never visited. I intend
to check out the exhibit and if you want to
support our nurses, hopefully you will too.

“I think it will bring in people who’ve
never been there,” said McDermott, who
hopes in the future there will also be a pan-
demic art exhibit.

Swedish Hospital orthopedic nurse prac-
titioner Beck Anstee paints as a hobby with
the Plein Air Painters of Chicago, which
has a “paint out” every Saturday. (Plein Air
is painting out in the open air - landscapes,
cityscapes, etc.) Anstee’s Bryn Mawr “L”
and Davis Theater sign paintings caught
my eye.

The Lincoln Square resident will exhibit
a total of four pieces -- a watercolor, pas-
tel, oil and one “found object.” The found
object was a piece of wet drywall with
graffiti all over it that her then 13-year-old
daughter dragged home from down the al-
ley in the rain, coming from the “L.”

“She saw the beauty in garbage,” said
Anstee, who has exhibited at the Palette
& Chisel on the Near North Side. “I cut
away the yuck and it hangs in our kitchen.
I asked to include it in the exhibit because
of the story.”

A whole lot of folks were involved in
helping make this happen and if they made
the nurses happy, I want to make them hap-
py by mentioning them. Advocate Aurora

Health Care Nursing Division and Loyola
Univ. School of Nursing, Illinois Nurses
Assoc., Illinois Nurses Foundation, Unity
Hospice, the Academy of Medical Surgical
Nurses Chicago Chapter and a number of
individual donors all had a hand.

As did two nurses -- Sandra Gaynor, a
retiree/volunteer at Refugee One and Cora
Palmer, a night nurse at Northwestern
Memorial Hospital and president of the
Academy of Medical Surgical Nurses Chi-
cago. And kudos also to the woman who
put together the digital catalog, Mica Al-
cantara, a night nurse at Rush University
Medical Center.

We thank them all.

Originally scheduled for last year but
cancelled due to the pandemic, the exhibit
at first was intended to celebrate the 2020
World Health Organization-designated
“International Year of the Nurse and the
Midwife,” in honor of the 200th anniversa-
ry of Florence Nightingale’s birth. (It’s ru-
mored that Florence Nightingale has been
seen dusting the window sills and cleaning
the corners of cobwebs and may appear
to grace the exhibit). That designation has
now been extended to 2021, to include the
200th birthday of Clara Barton.

“I want to show the world
that no matter what happens
there is always light in life --

you just have to be the candle
and let it be lit,”
Maribel Huerta said.

“We hope to provide inspiration and
a sense of community in this time of un-
certainty,” McDermott said. “We are so
thankful for all nurses for their dedication
to patients and the profession. Your visit
to the museum will be a wonderful way to
honor these heroes and heroines and their
creativity.”

And creativity they do have. There were
so many fabulous works. The painting
“Millennium Vibes,” by Sarah Alvero, an
Advocate Aurora Christ Hospital nurse
was ultra-cool, as was the photograph of
Buckingham Fountain in “Fountain at
Night” by Fred Brown of Rush Univ. Medi-
cal Center.

And there are others, such as “Street
Photography-Chicago” by Terry Ratner,
a nurse affiliated with Angels on Aldine,
(a pandemic initiative). And I loved “Soli-
tude,” a painting by Maria Zaragoza, a

nurse at Northwestern Medicine who says,
“Nurturing yourself enables you to nurture
others.”
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Amateur photographer Maribel Huerta’s
stunning photos, “Forever my light in the
darkest of days,” feature her brother, Mar-
tin Huerta and her niece, Paisley Huerta as
models. Huerta, a nurse in the Surgical/
Trauma ICU at Christ Medical Center, was
15 when she was a trauma patient given a
second chance at life. It was then that she
knew her purpose: A chance to help others
in similar situations as a nurse.

“Ever since then I’ve shed some light in
the times of darkness to everyone I care
for,” said Huerta. “As nurses, we see lives
coming to the end of their paths on a day-
to-day basis, which impacts us in an emo-
tional and spiritual way.

“I do photography as a hobby to balance
life and death,” Huerta said. “To me, pho-
tography brings back life and continues the
memory for years and generations to come.
The souls behind the photos continue to
live, forever frozen in a time of happiness.
Photos last a lifetime and the memories
live on within them.”

“I want to show the world that no matter
what happens there is always light in life
-- you just have to be the candle and let it
be lit,” she said.

Also eye-catching is “All that Glitters,”
by Sedane Henderson, a nursing student at
Malcolm X College, who said: “I appreci-
ate women with afros with sparkly dress-
es!” And then there are handbags from Yali
Yerman, a two-time cancer survivor, nurse
at Lurie Children’s Hospital, and founder
of Yali’s Carry On, a philanthropic hand-
bag design company whose proceeds sup-
port creative arts programming for sick
children and their families.

“My handbags serve as reminders to
‘carry on’ in the face of life’s baggage
and embody how I choose to lead my life:
with vibrant elegance, vast purpose, and
a meaningful voice for the cancer experi-
ence,” Yerman said.

There are not enough pages in this news-
paper for me to continue to rave about
the pieces submitted. I also loved Regina
Conway-Phillips’ -- an associate profes-
sor at Loyola’s Niehoff School of Nursing
-- painting that was a tribute to her mother,
“The Fisherwoman.”

Please get there to see this exhibit if you
can. Meanwhile, hats off to McDermott
and congratulations to her also, for having
a brilliant, two decades-long vision come
to fruition.

“I can’t wait to share it with people,” she
said.

Tickets are $17 each and any extra funds
raised will be used for free admission for
nurses.
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Police
Beat...

Contractor stole cash and coins
worth $190,000
from Gold Coast condo

A flooring contractor stole nearly
$190,000 worth of cash and collect-
ible coins from a Gold Coast condo
that he was rehabbing — and then
pawned the coins for a fraction of
their true value, prosecutors said.

Omar
Delacruz, 40,
is charged
with felony
theft.

Assistant
State’s  At-
torney Brian
Burkhardt
said a ho-
meowner
noticed the safe missing from his
home in the 1300 block of N. Lake
Shore Dr. while his condo was being
renovated on Jan. 30.

Delacruz was working as a tile
subcontractor on the project.

Surveillance video allegedly
showed Delacruz walking out of
the condo building on Jan. 29 with
a bag that apparently contained the
safe.

The safe held $90,000 cash and
$100,000 worth of collectible coins,
Burkhardt said. Delacruz allegedly
took the coins to a pawn shop in
Miami Beach, FL, and sold them for
just $2,381.

According to Burkhardt, Dela-
cruz's fingerprints were recovered
from the pawnshop, which also had
photos of him from the transaction.
Police arrested Delacruz last week.

Judge Arthur Willis set bail at
$10,000 and ordered Delacruz to go
on electronic monitoring if he posts
the mandatory 10% deposit.

Omar Delacruz

Explosives discovered

in Streeterville apartment
17 hours after police

find man dead inside

Chicago police removed explo-
sive materials from a Streeterville
apartment March 24, nearly 24
hours after the man who lives there
was found dead in his bedroom, ac-
cording to multiple sources.

Police and fire department per-
sonnel found chemicals and labo-
ratory equipment in the kitchen
shortly after entering the unit
around 11:30 p.m. March 23 the
sources said. But detectives who
returned to the scene on Wednes-
day afternoon also found explo-
sive materials — including two
pipe bombs, according to a source
— that prompted a large response
by police, fire, and FBI personnel.

Chicago police released a state-
ment identifying one substance
recovered from the apartment as
lead azide, a potentially volatile
substance that is used in detona-
tors, among other things.

The Cook County Medical Exam-
iner’s Office identified the deceased
man as Theodore Hilk, 30.

Hilk’s father reportedly went to
his son’s 7th-floor apartment at
240 E. lllinois March 23 because he
had not heard from him and was
concerned about his well-being.
But the father, who had a key to the
unit, was unable to open the door
because it seemed to be blocked
from the inside, a source said. He
called police.

Officers arrived around 11 p.m.
and entered the apartment, where
they found Hilk dead on the bed-
room floor with a large number of

prescription pill bottles nearby.

The officers also found what they
believed to be a clandestine labora-
tory, including scientific equipment,
tools, industrial cleaning supplies,
chemicals, and lab glassware in the
kitchen, according to a CPD report.

Fire department personnel re-
sponded and cleared the scene by 2
a.m.

Detectives assigned to investigate
Hilk's death returned to his apart-
ment around 4 p.m. March 24 and
reportedly found explosive materi-
als, including two pipe bombs, in the
refrigerator. Officially, CPD said only
that the detectives found “hazardous
materials.”

The detectives summoned the
FBI along with CPD’s SWAT team and
bomb squad to the scene.

Around 10:30 p.m., CPD’s bomb
disposal truck transported materi-
als from the apartment building to a
parking lot near Soldier Field where
they neutralized the items, a source
said.

Police continue to investigate Hilk’s
death and the contents of his apart-
ment.

In 2007, Hilk made local news in
Shawnee, Kansas, when he earned a
perfect score of 36 on his ACT. He later
went on to study at MIT.

Carjacking and robbery crew
sought in Lincoln Park,
Near North Side

An armed robbery team carjacked
adriver on the Near North Side March
25 then used the vehicle as they
robbed another person of cash in
Lincoln Park a few hours later, police
said. No arrests have been made. Area
Three detectives issued a community
alert about the crimes Thursday after-
noon.

Police said the robbers got out of a
car and demanded the victims’ valu-
ables at gunpoint.

At 9:10 p.m. Wednesday, they car-
jacked and robbed a victim in the 1100
block of N. Howe, according to the
alert. Then, around 2:44 a.m. March
25, they used the hijacked vehicle as
they robbed another victim in the 800
block of W. Armitage, police said. The
offenders scored about $300 cash in
the hold-up.

Police released four suspect de-
scriptions: a Black male 25-30 years
old; a Black male 18-20 years old; a
Black male 17-20 years old, and a Black
female 17-23 years old.

Anyone with information about the
crimes can contact Area Three detec-
tives at 312-744-8263 regarding alert
#21-3-038.

Shots fired in Grant Park

For the second time in about
two weeks, Chicago police officers
searched Grant Park March 24 after
cops heard the sound of gunfire in the
area. No one was reportedly injured,
but more than one police unit heard
the shots.

Things were a little different in the
previous “shots fired” incident.

Around 12:48 a.m. March 9, police
actually found a man who allegedly
admitted to firing his gun in the park
just before officers arrived. But he is
licensed to carry a firearm, and Cook
County prosecutors refused to charge
him with anything more serious than
being a concealed carry holder with a
gun in a park, CPD records show.

Several people called 911 to re-
port the March 9 gunfire and a CPD
sergeant also heard at least one shot
near 800 S. Michigan, the records
show. Officers saw a man walking in
the park about two blocks away and
stopped him because he was in Grant
Park after the 11 p.m. closing time.

In an arrest report, police identified
the man as Walter Major, 32, of south
suburban Harvey, a concealed carry
license holder.

Major allegedly told officers he ac-
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cidentally fired the gun nearby. Then,
he admitted that he fired more than
once and took officers to a second
location where he also shot the gun,
police said in his arrest report.

Cops found one spent shell casing
near where they stopped Major, and
two more spent shell casings at the
second location, police alleged. The
headstamps on the three recovered
shell casings match the headstamps
on four live 9-millimeter bullets that
police found in Major’s pants pocket,
officers said.

According to the arrest report, Ma-
jor was carrying an unloaded 9-mil-
limeter handgun in his waistband
when police stopped him.

Police tried to get felony charges
filed against Major for firing the hand-
gun, but a prosecutor in the Cook
County State’s Attorney’s Office re-
fused to approve them, officers said.

Instead, Major was charged with
misdemeanor concealed carry of a
firearm in a park facility. He was re-
leased from the station on a recogni-
zance bond.

Man charged with battering
alderman outside River North bar

A man is facing misdemeanor
charges for allegedly battering Chica-
go Ald. Brendan Reilly [42nd] outside
a River North bar last month, police
said.

Antonio Palazzi, 35, turned himself
in to police at Area Three headquar-
ters, 2452 W. Belmont, around 11 a.m.
March 24. He's charged with misde-
meanor simple battery, police said.

Reilly told reporters two men
jumped, punched, and kicked him as
he waited for friends outside Boss Bar,
420 N. Clark, around 10:30 p.m. Feb.
18.

“Out of nowhere, this guy ran up
on me. He was yelling at me,” Reilly
said, “and before | know it, he’s on
top of me, punching me in the face.”
The alderman later said he thought
he was targeted in a case of mistaken
identity.

A second man joined the fray, kick-
ing Reilly in the head, the alderman
said. One of the bar’s bouncers pulled
the men off Reilly, who has represent-
ed the area since 2007. He told the
Tribune the men didn’t try to rob him,
and they fled in a car that was sitting
nearby.

Neither Reilly nor the bar called po-
lice, but Mayor Lori Lightfoot ordered
police to investigate the incident af-
ter it made the news because she was
concerned that he might have been
targeted due to his position as an al-
derman.

Police made no mention of any
such motivation in a brief announce-
ment about Palazzi's arrest on March
25. Detectives determined that only
one person battered Reilly, a police
spokesperson said. CPD did not re-
lease Palazzi's mugshot because he is
only charged with a misdemeanor.

Reilly has been unafraid to talk
openly about his concerns about
crime in the downtown area. He also
broke ranks from the Cook County
Democratic Party to endorse a Repub-
lican candidate over incumbent Cook
County State’s Attorney Kim Foxx in
last November’s election.

Rogers Park robbers stab
one victim, rob another

A knife-wielding crew in Rogers
Park has robbed two people over the
past week, Chicago police said. The
offenders stabbed one elderly victim
repeatedly, but he survived.

According to police, the group tried
to rob an elderly man at knifepoint in
the 1700 block of W. Farwell around
5:40 p.m. March 19. But the man does
not speak English, so he continued
walking.

The group stopped him and
stabbed him repeatedly in his legs
and mid-section before running

away, according to a CPD report. They
didn’t get anything of value from the
man. An ambulance crew took the
man to an undisclosed hospital for
treatment.

Then, around 2:40 a.m. on March
21, the crew approached a victim in
the 7000 block of N. Clark and de-
manded their money, phone, and
jewelry while implying that they had
a knife, police said.

The second victim was treated for
minor injuries at St. Francis Hospital.

Area North detectives issued a
community alert about the robberies
on Thursday in which the robbers are
described only as two or three Black
males.

Anyone with information about the
crimes can contact detectives about
Community Alert #P21-3-039 at 312-
744-8263.

Mag Mile panhandler stabs man
who won’t give him money

A complete stranger stabbed an-
other man in the throat after the vic-
tim refused to give him money March
28 on the Magnificent Mile, police
said. Police arrested a suspect nearby.

The victim, 52, was walking in
the 700 block of N. Michigan when
a panhandler approached him and
demanded his property around 4:45
p.m., according to Officer Anthony
Spicuzza and a CPD statement.

When the victim refused to coop-
erate, the offender demanded some
change, according to police. Again,
the victim declined.

At that point, the offender present-
ed a “sharp object” and threatened to
hurt the victim if he did not comply,
according to police. He then allegedly
stabbed the victim in his neck when
the victim tried to walk away.

Witnesses flagged down a pass-
ing patrol car outside Walgreens, 757
N. Michigan, and gave officers a de-
scription of the attacker. The officers
broadcast the description to other
units and then applied a pressure
bandage and QuikClot to the victim'’s
wound to reduce blood loss.

Other CPD units arrested the at-
tacker near Rush and Superior. Charg-
es are pending.

An ambulance crew transported
the victim to Northwestern Memorial
Hospital, where he was taken into sur-
gery in serious condition, police said.

Armed robbers target stores
in Lincoln Square, North Center

Armed men robbed two conve-
nience stores and a gas station across
Lincoln Square and North Center
Sunday night, according to Chicago
police records.

Most recently, officers responded
to a “check the well-being” call at the
Shell station, 4346 N. Western, at 7:27
a.m. March 27. Cops discovered that
the store had been robbed by a man
who displayed a handgun and pistol-
whipped the store’s 31-year-old fe-
male clerk, and demanded cash.

Officer Michael Carroll, a CPD
spokesperson, said the offender is a
Black male between 20- and 35-years-
old who stands 5-10” to 6-3” tall and
weighs 150to 190 1bs. The robber, who
was wearing a white hoodie, black
pants, and a black face mask, was last
seen heading south on Western Ave.
and then north on Artesian.

Around 10:50 p.m. March 26, the
same man robbed the 7-Eleven store
at 5562 N. Lincoln, according to a CPD
alert. He displayed a handgun and
took cash and snack chips from the
store before escaping southbound on
Lincoln, according to a CPD report.

Just a few minutes later, a heavy-
set White male offender displayed a
handgun and robbed the 7-Eleven at
4631 N. Western.

Earlier this week, two armed men
committed a violent armed robbery
at a 7-Eleven store just north of the
latest spree.

Police said the offenders walked
into the store at 6001 N. Western
around 2 a.m. Wednesday and or-
dered the clerk to open the register
at gunpoint. The cashier complied,
but one of the robbers struck him
in the head with a gun anyway and
dragged him to the back of the
store, according to police.

Five armed robberies
and carjackings reported
across Edgewater, Rogers Park

Police are investigating a wave
of armed robberies and carjackings
reported across the North and Far
North Sides since March 25. Some
of the crimes appear to be linked.

Most recently, a 19-year-old
woman was robbed at gunpoint
while she sat in her car on the 1900
block of W. Fargo in Rogers Park.
Police said an armed man walked
up to her car, pointed a gun at her,
and demanded her money around
8:15 p.m. March 26.

The victim complied with his de-
mands by handing over her purse.
He then left the area. According to
a CPD report, the primary offender
is a Black male who stands about
5'-10" tall, wearing a gray coat. He
may have been accompanied by
another Black male in his mid-20’s
who wore a blue coat.

Threeincidents, all possibly com-
mitted by one group of offenders,
were reported in under 30 minutes
March 26:

Around 4:55 a.m., a group of
armed men got out of a black SUV
and carjacked a woman after she
parked on the 1000 block of W. Hol-
lywood. The victim said she was
still in her car when the three men
all displayed guns