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I didn’t know I was old,  
’til one day somebody told me! 

— George Freeman

The sad state of finances at 
Sterling Bay is leading to further 
consequences now that they have 
been forced to give up a 28-acre 
parcel of their Lincoln Yards 
project to lender Bank OZK. The 
next problem on their horizon is 
that the default may now put the 
grand Tax Increment Financing 
District [TIF] deal they negoti-
ated with the city of Chicago in 
jeopardy. 

The city has issued a formal 
notice of default citing a breach 

in the 2019 redevelopment agree-
ment. But according to Crain’s 
Chicago, the city has not yet killed 
the TIF-backed agreement.

Meanwhile, Bank OZK - who 
has taken possession of the former 
Finkl Steel site - is now shopping 
the property hoping a new devel-
oper will take the northern parcel 
of Lincoln Yards off their hands.

City officials say the move vio-
lates its agreement with the city 
and jeopardizes the broader $6 
billion redevelopment plan, re-
ported Crain’s. 

The transfer of the property 
from Sterling Bay to the bank 
triggered a formal notice of de-

fault from the Dept. of Planning 
and Development [DPD] on April 
1. 

The notice cites a breach in the 
2019 redevelopment agreement, 
which lays out how public tax-
increment financing dollars are to 
reimburse private infrastructure 
investments at the site.

But according to Crain’s, the 
city is not rushing to scrap the 
deal, DPD Cmsr. Ciere Boatright 
says that the city is prioritizing 
vertical development at the 56-
acre development zone, and that 
the TIF-backed agreement will 

Sterling Bay’s Lincoln Yards distress  
risks city’s TIF agreement

Infrastructure  
part of agreement  
still needs to be executed

New CHA redevelopment site at 1450 N. Larrabee St. looking north. Photo 
by CST Tyler Pasciak LaRiviere

BY BOB ZULEY

A developer has withdrawn 
from Chicago Housing Author-
ity [CHA] plans to build a new 
housing development on the 7-a-
cre site of the former Near North 
High School on Larrabee St. and 
Clybourn Ave. near the former 
Cabrini-Green Housing complex.

The CHA has posted a new 
Request For Proposal [RFP] for 
developers interested in the now 
vacant property after initial in-
vestors backed out, according to 
multiple media reports.

The RFP invites developers to 
offer plans for housing-anchored 
construction by May 27.

The setback speaks to difficul-
ties faced by builders in today’s 
construction economy. High in-
terest rates are stifling projects 

across the nation and President 
Donald Trump’s tariffs, if they 
are enacted, could make building 
materials more expensive since 
few are made in America any-
more. The current development 
environment, high costs and risk 
levels are exacerbating develop-
ers already leery of investing in 
Chicago. Chicago is known na-
tionally for their tricky regulatory 
hurdles and mandated affordable 
housing requirements, for corrupt 
political deal making, and high 
labor costs.

The CHA previously had a deal 
with Hunt Development Group, 
Penrose, and Imagine Develop-
ment Group before they with-
drew from the deal in Aug. 2024. 
The CHA said the partnership 

Developer backs out  
of CHA project  
over financing

New RFP requires minimum  
of 180 CHA-subsidized units of 450 total

cha see p. 16

By Lukas Kugler
UrbanizeChicago.com

Renderings have emerged for 
a proposed residential tower at 
1333 N. Kingsbury. Planned by 
ZSD Corp and Structured Devel-
opment, the overall site stretches 
along N. Kingsbury St. from W. 
Evergreen Ave. to W. Scott St. and 
includes a four-story office build-
ing and two parking lots. The 
new development will replace the 
center surface parking lot while 
retaining the office building and 
southern surface parking lot.

Designed by FitzGerald, the 
proposed development would 
consist of a 23-story building with 
272 residential units, including 55 
affordable units to meet city re-
quirements. Residents would have 
access to 238 parking spaces and 
272 bike parking spaces.

On the ground floor, the build-
ing’s lobby will front N. Kings-
bury St. Loading and parking 
access will be from the alley for 
residents. 

Standing approximately 244 
feet tall, the building will meet 
the ground with a 70-foot-tall 
podium that incorporates five 
stories of parking to accommo-
date planned 238 parking spaces. 
The residential units will occupy 
floors 7 through 23.

Renderings show the building’s 
gridded metal and glass facade 
atop a more solid podium that 

Renderings emerge  
for proposed development at 1333 N. Kingsbury

Last week, 2nd Ward Ald. 
Brendan Reilly requested that the 
18th District police and the City’s 
Dept. of Streets and Sanitation 
undertake an aggressive tow-
ing mission in River North and 
Streeterville this summer.

Extensive towing will take 
place on North McClurg Court, 
from Ogden Slip to East River 
Dr.; at the Centennial Fountain at 
400 N. McClurg Court; W. Erie 

City combating illegal overnight  
downtown parking with aggressive towing

St., between N, Orleans and N. 
Larrabee streets; W. Hubbard St., 
between N. Orleans Street and N. 
State streets, and on Franklin St., 
between W. Hubbard and W. Erie 
streets.

The purpose of these towing 
missions is to deter people who 
illegally park overnight in prohib-
ited parking spaces and engage in 
illegal activities, such as drinking 
alcohol and playing loud music. 

Emergency structural re-
pairs to the State Street Bridge 
will get underway starting on 
Monday, April 28. The Chica-
go Dept. of Transportation says 
that these repairs mean that the 
bridge will be closed to vehic-
ular and pedestrian traffic for 
most of the year. 

The project is being under-
taken after delayed mainte-

nance has left the bridge in bad 
shape. The work is expected to 
be completed by December. 
All traffic will be diverted to 
Dearborn St.

The city plans to remove and 
replace floor beams and rehab, 
multiple center lock compo-
nents. Additional work will be 
done on the viaduct north of 
the bridge.

State St. Bridge closed  
for seven months  

due to emergency repairs

incorporates metal paneling and 
perforated metal screening to ob-
scure the parking floors.

The podium will be clad in a 
combination of window wall sys-
tem with metal panel and perfo-
rated metal screening system over 
the parking. The residential floors 
above will be clad in a window 
wall system with metal paneling 
and glass. The building’s ground 
floor sets back slightly under the 
mass of the parking podium to 

create a small open space in front 
of the residential lobby highlight-
ed with a brightly colored accent 
metal cladding.

A zoning application for the 
project has been filed as the de-
velopers are seeking to rezone 
from M2-3 and C3-5 to a unified 
B2-5 with a Planned Develop-
ment designation. Approvals will 
be needed from the Chicago Plan 
Commission, Committee on Zon-
ing, and City Council.

The tow mission request was 
made hoping to get ahead of the 
quality of life crimes and dis-
turbance issues that have been  
taking place downtown as the 
weather gets warmer.

The city is encouraging resi-
dents to call 911 when they  
witness issues that require imme-
diate attention.

lincoln yards see p. 16

A proposed new riverfront development would consist of a 23-story high-
rise with 272 residential units. Residents would have access to 238 vehicle 
parking spaces and 272 bike parking spaces.

The Gold Coast Neighbors As-
soc. is hosting a Children’s Earth 
Day Celebration starting at 10 
a.m. Saturday, April 19 at Goudy 
Square Park, 1249 N. Astor St.

This fun-filled event will offer 
activities for Earth Day including 
nature bingo, hanging bird-feeder 
craft, and bird-nest-making craft. 
There will also be a conversation 
about birds that are native to our 

Gold Coast Neighbors  
to host Earth Day festivities

area, teaching how to find and 
identify some of the 200 bird spe-
cies living in our state. 

Although these activities focus 
on entertaining children, all ages 
are welcome. Parents, grandpar-
ents, and children will be equally 
engaged. No registration is re-
quired for this Earth Day event. 
Just show up.
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A touch of Ireland at the corner of State and Rush.
A place to see and be seen.

A touch of Ireland at the corner of State and Rush.
A place to see and be seen.

BAR AND GRILL

1050 N. State St.
Open 10 a.m. to 4 a.m. 365 days a year  
312-266-6340                              dublinschicago.com

Troubles at the Obama Presidential Center construction in Jackson Park

The Great Pyramid of Giza is a 
sight for the eyes. Rising up on the 
sandy desert landscape of Egyp-
tian history. 

The familiar looking triangular 
structures came into being some-
time around 2575-2465 BCE. 
It’s actually three buildings. The 
Great Pyramid is the largest of 
three, built on the west bank of 
the River Nile near Al Jizah in 
Upper Egypt.

Even after thousands of years 
and the passing of sometimes-no-
ble, and sometimes catastrophic 
history, they stand shrouded in 
mystery, letting a little more to be 
discovered about it as millennia 
pass.

That’s what I thought about as I 
drove through Jackson Park along 
the south lakefront with a friend, 
when I glimpsed The Obama 
Presidential Center currently un-
der construction. That’s when I 
saw it with my own eyes. 

I was speechless. The whole en-
deavor is a colossal undertaking. 
Altering the landscape. Altering 
the southern lakefront. Altering 
the character and the vast acre-
age of Chicago’s stunning Great 
Lake’s basin.

I was delighted to see my old 
friend Barack Obama so honored 
after he brought historic honor to 
Chicago and the nation. I wish he 
was President today. 

My curiosity and wonderment 
are as much architectural as they 
are political and presidential. 

Since this was the first sighting 
with my own eyes, my imagina-
tion had failed to understand the 
scale and epic proportions of the 
construction. Not just the size and 
the architectural proportions of 

tute standards specifications and 
requirements around rebar spac-
ing and tolerance requirements. 
These issues slowly began giving 
room to big losses, and also im-
pacted productivity greatly.

Other accusations about the 
costly problems on the proj-
ect also apparently came from 
the project’s general contractor, 
Lakeside Alliance. It is made up 
of construction firms Brown & 
Momen, Power & Sons Construc-
tion, Safeway Construction, UJA-
MAA Construction and Turner 
Construction, according to Engi-
neering Midwest Magazine.  

Thornton Tomasetti calls cor-
rective work needed on the proj-
ect “extensive and wide-ranging.” 

Some of the items the engineer 
says it had to review include dam-
age to caisson dowels, removal 
of a mat pour due to curing heat 
issues, a missed keyway in tower 
cores, exposed rebar, failure to in-
stall bars to approved shop draw-
ings, pouring the garage entry 
ramp wall at the wrong thickness 
and failure to set ink beam bars at 
the correct elevation. 

In response to the lawsuit, 
Emily Bittner, vice president of 
communications at The Obama 
Foundation, disputed the claim of 
racial discrimination by Thornton 
Tomasetti. “If the foundation be-

the actual building, but the sur-
rounding Jackson Park landscape 
around  the presidential struc-
ture.

It is vast. And the nearness of 
Lake Michigan deeply enhances 
the vistas that surround it.

The current stage of the build-
ings included in the center have 
achieved enormous progress 
since the 2021 groundbreaking. 
The size and grandeur of the main 
tower by architects Tod Williams 
and Billie Tsien shows that it’s 
making real progress. 

In many ways it has been a quiet 
construction project. Until now. 

Great commotion has been un-
derway since the start of 2025.

In January, Chicagoan Robert 
McGee, Jr. - who owns II in One 
Contractors, a Black-owned South 
Side company - has provided con-
crete and rebar services for the 
Obama Center since 2021. Now 
they have filed a lawsuit in fed-
eral court. McGee says the New 
York-based engineering consult-
ing firm, Thornton Tomasetti, has 
subjected his firm to “baseless 
criticism and defamatory and dis-
criminatory accusations.” 

McGee is seeking $40,753,475 
in construction costs in the law-
suit.

Thornton Tomasetti is an in-
ternational Goliath of a firm that 
is famous for significant global 
construction projects.  It is the 
structural engineer of record for 
the construction of The Obama 
Presidential Center. 

McGee’s firm, II in One Con-
struction, has been in operation 
since 1984 and is a part of Black 
Contractors United and the Con-
crete Contractors Assoc.

Scott Schneider is senior princi-
pal and structural engineering co-
leader at Thornton Tomasetti. He 
is alleged to have sent the Obama 
Foundation a memorandum sug-
gesting, as the lawsuit claims, 
“the construction issues were all 
unequivocally driven by the un-
derperformance and inexperience 
of the concrete sub-contractor.” 
Waging an internal war against 
McGee, and damaging his repu-
tation with quiet denigration and 
dangerous accusations without 

the benefit of rebuttal.
So McGee’s lawsuit 

seeks to engage what they 
have identified as pure 
“old fashioned” racial dis-
crimination by the struc-
tural engineer of record, 
Thornton Tomasetti.

The magnitude of 
Thornton Tomasetti’s in-
fluence and power appears 
overwhelming. Approach-
ing criticism and conflict 
not in an upfront manner, 
but rather in a secret cri-
tique whose very style and 
nature seeks to cut the legs 
from under McGee and 
his locally based Black 
firm that now finds their 
company on the brink of 
forced closure because of 
the alleged racial discrim-
ination by the structural 
engineer.

This is obviously an 
intrigue that the Obama Founda-
tion, and its CEO, Valerie Jarrett, 
and members like John Rogers, 
would love to see disappear. 

And it’s not a situation that any 
Chicago political leader caused or 
fumbled in mismanagement. But 
it is a real issue of consequence 
that gives Chicago a foreboding 
and imbalanced public image of 
ineptitude around the nation. 

Are there too many fingers in 
this pie? 

Are there jealousies wearing 
away the bright goodness of the 
Center? 

Does this outside contractor 
feel no real commitment to the 
larger ideals that would seek to 
balance the issues by the applica-
tion of justice here in Chicago?

The cracks are showing. In the 
building’s foundation, and project 
relationships. Delay in work, and 
over budget. The Obama Presi-
dential Center has faced years-
long delays.

II in One Contractors is part of 
the Concrete Collective, a joint 
venture on the project that also 
includes W.E. O’Neill Construc-
tion Co., and Trice Construction 
Co.

II in One Contractors is alleg-
ing that there were massive over-
runs during operations due to 
Thornton Tomasetti not follow-
ing the American Concrete Insti-

By Thomas J. O’Gorman
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lieved that any vendor was 
acting with a racist intent, 
we would immediately 
take appropriate action. We 
have no reason to believe 
that Thornton Tomasetti 
acted with racist intent,” 
she said in a statement.

McGee now finds him-
self and his company on 
the brink of forced closure 
“because of racial dis-
crimination by the struc-
tural engineer,” the lawsuit 
states.

Why should Chicago ap-
pear to look the other way 
in the application of fair-
ness? As the City seeks to 
honor its native Chicago 
son, and first Black Presi-
dent, the elation of his elec-
tion and two presidential 
terms of office should have 
ripened our sense of justice 
and fair play. 

His service as a member of the 
Illinois General Assembly and, 
later, U.S. Senator from Illinois, 
should, instead, lift the quality of 
our constant struggle for justice. 

Chicago has a history of ad-
vancing labor fairness in the long 
saga of shaping equal fairness in 
commerce, industry, manufactur-
ing and business. From fur-trap-
ping days to computers. In very 
personal ways.

The story of Obama’s life of 
public service and presidential 
distinction rises high, past many 
of the expansive moments of lo-
cal life. 

But Chicago’s underlying sense 
of fairness, perhaps a dividend 
from our neighborhood character 
and ethos, calls out loud and clear 
often to stand firm. It sure seems 
so in light of all the legal and 
funding goings-on at the Obama 
Presidential Center.

A lot depends on who really 
screwed up.

troubles see p. 10

The Obama Presidential Center under construc-
tion. Courtesy of The Obama Presidential Center

                                   Spring 2025 Lecture Series
Ravenswood-Lake View  
Historical Association

What began as a history project  
following the RPM Windy City Gantry 
from Catalpa to Balmoral evolved into an 
intimate and powerful tribute to the  
hardworking men and women of Team 
RPM. �is documentary serves as an 
auditable and historically accurate digital 
representation of their efforts—an  
enduring legacy of the people who built 

the future of Chicago’s transit system.
�is is more than a construction story—it’s about the people be-

hind it. �e modern-day Rosie the Riveters, the unsung heroes, and 
the camaraderie that built not just infrastructure, but lifelong bonds.

Brian Wesolowski from the CTA’s Community Outreach Liaison 
will join this lecture.

The History  
of the Red & Purple Lines

with Tom Dwyer
Thursday, April 17 at 6:30 p.m.

A Journey with Team RPM – Connecting Generations and Lives

Tom Dwyer at left.

in the Lerner Auditorium,  
Conrad Sulzer Regional Library at 4455 N. Lincoln Ave.
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Grab your wallets, State to ‘study safety’ on Hwy. 41

The desire to create a safety Utopia may 
be about to take another prisoner in Chi-
cago’s favorite roadway: Lake Shore Dr. 

After reportedly hearing from concerned 
community members and traffic safety ad-
vocates about vehicle crashes and fatalities 
along Lake Shore Dr. [LSD], State Sen. 
Sara Feigenholtz is leading a plan to ad-
dress those concerns on one of Chicago’s 
most beloved and iconic roadways.

“In just five years, LSD has seen over 
16,000 crashes with 59 deaths and over 
4,000 injuries,” said Feigenholtz. “Tradi-
tional speed cameras that just ticket people 
don’t address the root problem. We need 
safety solutions that accomplish more by 
truly changing drivers’ behavior.”

Feigenholtz did not share her data along 
with her press statement, or identify the 
“traffic safety advocates” who are lobby-
ing the state to undertake this initiative. 
But she is sponsoring Senate Bill 1507, 
which would task the Univ. of Illinois Chi-
cago’s Urban Transportation Center with 
studying crash data, driving behavior and 
whether traffic enforcement technologies 
could prevent hazardous driving on LSD. 

There exists a cult of safetyism in soci-
ety today, as public officials who may be 
in search of new streams of revenue and 
new ways to control citizens, frighten their 
constituents in order to allow for new over-
sight, advanced security systems tied to 
fines, fees and regulations that in another 
context of a less fearful environment would 
be a hard sell. [See sidebar]

The bill would include a review of multi-
year crash data on North and South LSD, 
and measure research on potential effec-
tiveness of cameras powered by artificial 
intelligence in improving compliance and 
reducing crashes and road fatalities on the 
lakefront roadway. The study will also as-
sess the effectiveness of psychological de-

terrences in reducing habitual speeding; 
and on how fatalities can be reduced using 
cameras powered by artificial intelligence 
and other technical options that may be 
available.

Previously when government officials 
wanted to slow down traffic, they’d use 
police speed traps to control traffic speed. 
If put into law, this bill provides that “the 
Dept. of Transportation shall adopt any 
rules necessary to implement the coming 
provision.”

Data on the use of randomized speed 
cameras in Germany and the Netherlands 
shows that the strategy is highly effective 
and has a long-term impact on encouraging 
and incentivizing safer driving and behav-
ior changes.

While Chicago has proven that the use 
of cameras and AI technology can be ex-
tremely lucrative. 

Speed cameras are extremely profitable 
for those who own and manage them. They 
have become a funding crutch for govern-
ments who now face budget problems. 
Since 2013, Chicago’s speed cameras have 
generated $879 million in revenue. Ad-
ditionally, red light cameras have brought 
in over $915 million since 2003. In 2023 
alone, speed cameras generated over $102 
million in fines.

“DuSable Lake Shore Drive spans nearly 
five miles across the 6th Senate District,” 
said Feigenholtz. “The last time significant 
safety improvements were made on DLSD 
was over 30 years ago — it’s time for some 
movement.”

Senate Bill 1507 passed the Senate April 
10.

Are speeding cameras,  
AI and roadway obstacles coming 
to Lake Shore Dr.?

This is how to live in Chicago!
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City to the left.  
Lake to the right.By Ald. Brian Hopkins [2nd]

I am deeply saddened by the tragic pass-
ing of Officer Malissa Torres, a member 
of the 18th District Chicago Alternative 
Policing Strategy Office. Officer Torres 
passed away April 10 at the 18th District, 
in what appears to be a self-inflicted gun 
shot wound. Officer Torres was off-duty at 
the time she was discovered at the station 
and detectives are investigating the case.

Many people may have known Officer 
Torres, as she was frequently engaging 
with our community at local farmers mar-
kets, CAPS meetings, and special neigh-
borhood events. 

Officer Torres, a beloved member of the 
Chicago Police Dept., was known amongst 
her peers as a warm, welcoming, and kind 
soul. Officer Torres is survived by her son 
and husband. I offer my deepest condolenc-
es to her family and the officers at the 18th 
District for this unimaginable loss.

Remembering Officer Malissa Torres

P.O. Malissa Torres #18548. End of Watch 
April 10.

What is Safetyism?

By Benjamin A. Simpson

“Safetyism is the cult of safety–an ob-
session with eliminating threats (both real 
and imagined) to the point at which peo-
ple become unwilling to make reasonable 
trade-offs demanded by other practical 
and moral concerns. Safetyism deprives 
young people of the experiences that their 
antifragile minds need, thereby making 
them more fragile, anxious, and prone to 
see themselves as victims.” - Greg Luki-
anoff and Jonathan Haidt.

Launched into the world by Haidt and 
Lukianoff in their book, The Coddling of 
the American Mind, “Safetyism” refers to 
a culture or belief system in which safety 
has become a sacred value. The book was 
published in 2018.

The two writers argued that there is a 
difference between throwing someone a 
life preserver when they are in danger of 
drowning and barring them from getting 

into the pool at all, or in only allowing the 
pool to be so shallow as to not enjoy the 
freedom and thrill that comes from en-
tering the deep water. Without sufficient 
depth, they posit, people would never learn 
how to swim.

Lukianoff and Haidt identify three bad 
ideas that prevail with antifragile efforts: 
the untruth of fragility (what doesn’t kill 
you makes you weaker), the untruth of 
emotional reasoning (always trust your 
feelings), and the untruth of us versus 
them: (life is a battle between good people 
and evil people).

As a solution, the authors argue for the 
elevation of wisdom.

They argue that unpleasant experiences 
and exposure to discomfort can result in 
growth and maturity. That while our emo-
tions are part of our humanity, alone, they 
are insufficient for sound judgment. And 
while there are good ideas and bad ideas, 
righteousness and wickedness, and there 
are arguments worth having, it isn’t always 
easy to make such neat divisions.

Feigenholtz did not share  
her data along with  

her press statement, or identify 
the “traffic safety advocates” 

who are lobbying the state  
to undertake this initiative. 

The City Clerk’s Office is bringing 
back their popular “City Sticker Am-
nesty Month,” where now through April 
30, late fees and back charges on City 
Stickers will be waived, giving residents 
a chance to get up to date without penal-
ties. 

For more information such as a list of 
eligible locations, and to take advantage 
of the amnesty, visit https://www.chici-
tyclerk.com/AmnestyMonth.

It’s City Sticker  
and ticketing amnesty month, so pay up!

Individuals with eligible ticket viola-
tions can also have their penalties and 
fees temporarily waived for eligible 
parking, compliance, and automated 
speed and red light camera tickets. 

The debt relief period is now through 
June 30. Penalties and fees are temporar-
ily waived for eligible parking, standing, 
compliance, and automated speed and 
red light camera violations that are paid 
in full by June 30.
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permeable pavers or permeable concrete 
in place of traditional pavers or walkways 
(eliminates over 18,000 gal/year if done 
on one block of sidewalk or a small park-
ing lot) or taking down an unused shed or 
garage (eliminates over 6,000 gal/year) in 
favor of native grasses with deep root sys-
tems.

Install green roofs
Green Roofs are options for many flat 

roofs on neighborhood homes, apartment 
buildings, condos, schools, garages and 
businesses.  They prevent water from run-
ning off the roof into the storm drain and 
into the sewer. In addition to absorbing 
stormwater, plantings  beautify the neigh-
borhood, reduce heat island effect and pro-
vide bird, bee, butterfly, and beneficial in-
sect habitats. The Rizal Community Center, 
1332 W. Irving Park Rd., proceeded with 
the installation of a panel from LiveRoof 
after GWCA hosted them for a discussion 
in 2018.

Install a rain garden, bioswale, use rain 
barrels

The elimination of impermeable surfaces 
or installation of a green roof are substan-
tial projects. The good news is that there 
are very small actions that collectively put 
a big dent in stormwater runoff. 

One of those is the installation of a rain 
garden or bioswale and the use of rain bar-
rels. Routing storm drains to a rain garden 
that absorbs the runoff from your roof can 
have a large impact. 

Some great information on Rain Gardens 
for Illinois can be found from the Prairie 
Rivers Network website. 

Plant native grasses with deep root sys-
tems… or better yet, plant a giant oak 
that can consume 40,000 gallons of water 
a year. Yes, a stand of mature giant oaks 
might take some time, but in time they will 
make a difference. 

Deep root, native grasses slow the pace 
of runoff dramatically when compared to 
turf-grass that sits in a compacted soil.

Native plants have abundant and very 
deep roots, which retain and absorb storm-
water compared with grass, which sheds 
water because it has a very shallow and 
limited root system. Because of shallow 
roots, grass behaves more like hard surface 
concrete or sealed patio pavers regarding 
stormwater runoff.

The Berteau Greenway is a bioswale. It’s 
native plant’s roots don’t reach far into the 
ground, but they act to slow the flow of wa-
ter into sewers.

The design concepts for those bioswales 
are excellent and should be expanded, as 
the design is exceptionally well suited for 

stormwater see p. 14
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By Graceland West Assoc. 

April showers bring May flowers, so 
it’s told. But first people must deal with 
those showers. In an urban area with vast 
amounts of concrete and asphalt covering 
the prairie, absorption of those shower into 
the ground is a problem.

Heavy rains can leave behind standing 
water and puddles, creating inconvenience 
and potential hazards in our neighbor-
hood. 

The alarming photograph (above) at 
Greenview and Belle Plain is a reminder 
of how important solutions to stormwater 

Bioswales are a community effort to manage stormwater
runoff are to the neighborhood. While rare, 
the frequency of local extreme weather 
events may be increasing as a result of cli-
mate change. These events result in neigh-
borhood flooding as a result of the runoff 
from impermeable surfaces.

Fortunately, in some communities, bio-
swales help mitigate these issues by cap-
turing and filtering stormwater, reducing 
runoff, and preventing flooding. 

An example of this effort is found in 
Graceland West, where the community is 
fortunate to have several bioswales that 
play a crucial role in managing water 
flow and keeping our streets drier during 

drenching rain events.
Bioswales function by using vegetation 

and soil to slow down and absorb rainwa-
ter, filtering out pollutants before the water 
reaches the sewer system or natural water-
ways like Lake Michigan, and the Chicago, 
Fox, and Illinois rivers. 

These green infrastructure elements are 
designed with a gentle slope and deep-
rooted plants that help capture excess rain-
water, reducing strain on storm drains and 
improving overall water quality.

However, bioswales don’t maintain 
themselves. These natural drainage solu-
tions require ongoing care to remain effec-
tive, and that’s where community support 
comes in. 

Recently, a dedicated group of volunteers 
in Graceland West Community Assoc. 
[GWCA] came together to revitalize the 
bioswale at 4200 N. Clark St. (Clark and 
Berteau). Their efforts included clearing 
debris, which helps maintain proper water 
flow and prevents blockages, refreshing 
plant life, and ensuring the bioswale re-
mains a functional and attractive part of 
our neighborhood.

The native plants are already sprouting 
and birds are finding earthworms there.

Indeed, small efforts from community 
members can help keep North Side neigh-
borhoods mitigate flooding during storms, 
and add beautiful and resilient.

Any time the water accumulates faster 
than it can be absorbed by the ground 
it runs into sidewalks, streets and alleys 
where it runs downhill until it reaches a 
sewer. If the sewer system accumulates 
faster than it can be removed into the larger 
sewer conveyance system, the sewer backs 
up and communities end up with flooded 
streets.

The good news in Lake View is that is 
that GWCA and the greater community are 
combating the issue in many ways. 

(Those who would like to lend exper-
tise or passion for stormwater solutions, 
or just find out more, write to info@grace-
landwest.org.)

Capture it where it falls
Twelve adjacent neighborhood associa-

tions in Lake View, are asking property 
owners of homes, condos, apartment build-
ings, schools and businesses to add 100 
square feet more of permeable hardscape 
or native plant landscape for every 3,000 
s.f. of property they own or manage.  The 
Chicago Dept. of Water Management has 
many good guidelines and tips on how to 
do this. 

Eliminate impermeable surfaces
Impermeable surfaces are those that al-

low water to run right off of them. Remov-
ing these surfaces could mean installing 

April showers bring May flowers, so it’s told. But first people must deal with those showers. Rainwater management is a block by block issue, and a crisis when it happens on your block, as it 
did recently on this Lake View block in the Graceland West community at Greenview and Belle Plain. The community decided bioswales (left) could be part of the solution.

Images courtesy Graceland West Community Assoc.
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by Don DeBat

The Home Front

Cook County property tax appeals hit record high for 2024

With little relief coming from Cook 
County Assessor Fritz Kaegi, tax-battered 
property owners in Chicago and the sub-
urbs are turning to the Cook County Board 
of Review [CCBOR] for help.

For 2024, the Board of Review—the 
second step on the tax appeal ladder—has 
received a record number of property tax 
appeals, involving a nearly 41% increase in 
the total of Property Index Number [PIN] 
applications as compared with the 2023 
tax year. Appeals filed for tax year 2024 
increased by 11% over tax year 2023.

The unprecedented volume of 273,907 
property tax appeals filed with the Board 
of Review for 2024 has presented the big-
gest challenge in the agency’s history—a 
challenge it continues to meet, as more 
than half the appeals have already been 
finalized.

The surge of homeowners, businesses, 
and landowners seeking fairness and accu-
racy is largely due to significant increases 
in property valuations across commercial 
and residential sectors in Cook County. 

“The [CCBOR] plays a crucial role 
among the checks and balances in the 
property assessment and taxation system,” 
said Cmsr. Larry Rogers, Jr., chairman of 
the Board.

“In more than 20 years on the Board, 
I have never seen a more important time 
for property owners to avail themselves of 
their right to appeal. We have improved 
performance amid record-setting appeals 
by improving efficiency while keeping 
costs stable,” Rogers noted.

As a quasi-judicial body, the CCBOR’s 
mission is to serve property owners 
through the appeal process. Taxpayers file 
an appeal with the Board citing their rea-
sons for a reduction. Then the Board reach-
es a decision for each individual property 
based on all facts and data presented. The 
appeal process is now more critical than 
ever before because of the increases in as-
sessments by the Cook County Assessor’s 
Office.

Commercial &  
residential hikes 

According to the Cook County Asses-
sor’s office final Chicago Reassessment 
Data for 2024, the total assessed property 
value in Cook County has increased by 
23%, or $9.5 billion, soaring from $41.3 
billion to $50.8 billion. A major reason for 

this jump has been an increase in commer-
cial property assessments.

Meanwhile, homeowners—especially 
in the south suburban neighborhoods and 
parts of Chicago—have seen their proper-
ties impacted by sharp increases in assessed 
value, thus resulting in higher tax bills. In 
addition, commercial properties, particu-
larly in revitalized neighborhoods and near 
infrastructure developments, have experi-
enced the largest assessment increases. 

Land-assessment increases 
Along with the rise in property val-

ues, the Cook County Assessor’s Office 
has implemented significant increases in 
land-value assessments as part of the 2024  
reassessment affecting both residential and 
commercial property owners. 

“A notable issue concerning errors in 
land assessments, especially in the south 
and west suburbs has contributed to the 
overall changes affecting property taxes 
in each community,” said Cmsr. George 
Cardenas, of Board District 1. “The most 
recent south suburban reassessment  
revealed land-value assessment increases 
of 650% or more. The CCBOR addressed 
numerous inaccuracies, which could have 
led to erroneous local government-tax lev-
ies, and increased mortgage escrows for 
homeowners.”

For the 2023 tax year, reports revealed 
that the land values for more than 4,000 
properties were miscalculated, leading 
to inflated assessments and dramatic tax 
increases. Assessor Kaegi acknowledged 
these errors and worked to correct them.

Despite these corrective actions, many 
homeowners and business owners remain 
concerned about rising land assessments, 
particularly in areas of rapid development. 

The volume of increases in property val-
ues has placed a higher financial burden 
on property owners, leading to a record-
breaking influx of Certificates of Error 
filings and appeal filings to the Board of 
Review. 

“The recent independent study commis-
sioned by the Cook County Board Presi-
dent’s Office affirmed that our valuation 
approach is robust, as we utilize key data, 
such as tax loads and property-specific in-

Rick Levin & Associates, Inc. | since 1991
312.440.2000 | www.ricklevin.com

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT

3 Bedroom and 2.5 Bath 2,400 sq. ft. duplex condo. Two outdoor terraces, 
luxury baths, gourmet kitchen, hardwood floors, huge walk-in closet in the 

main bedroom. Washer and dryer in unit.
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REAL ESTATE AUCTION
APRIL 23, 2025

BROKER
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AN ILLINOIS LICENSED MANAGING BROKER HAS AN
OWNERSHIP INTEREST IN THIS PROPERTY

formation, that should be used in the valu-
ation process by the Assessor’s Office,” 
Cmsr. Rogers advised.

Finalizing appeals 
As the CCBOR works diligently amid 

the unprecedented volume of appeals for 
the 2024 tax year, property owners are en-
couraged to stay informed about the status 
of their appeals and the final assessed valu-
ation of their properties.  

“With significant increases in property 
values, it is crucial that taxpayers have the 
confidence and knowledge to effectively 
contest their assessments,” said Cmsr. Sa-
mantha Steele, of the Board of Appeals’ 
District 2. “We remain committed to ex-
panding accessibility through education 
and outreach, ensuring all residents and 
businesses have the support they need to 
navigate the appeals process.”

“The main engine that drives up proper-
ty-tax bills is the amount of money spent 
by local government,” noted Chicago real 
estate tax appeal attorney Michael Grif-
fin. “Homeowners who read their 2024 
tax bills will see the continued increased 
spending for schools and police, firefighter 

Funeral Home & Cremation Options
A Home to Mourn, Gather and Remember

3918 W. Irving Park Road 
Chicago, IL 60618

MIDTOWN

773-654-3744

WWW.MIDTOWNFUNERALS.COM

greg@midtownfunerals.com

River North Office
405 W. Superior Street

Chicago, IL 60654

Gregory J. Lindeman
Founder/Director

Junior Bear is a tackle football program 
with two divisions; the 8-10-year-old pee 
wee division and the 11-13-year-old varsity 
division. They are now seeking players.

In a season runs from August to O c-
tober, and players participate in opening 
ceremonies, clinics, and league play, along 
with the championship game and closing 
ceremonies. Uniforms, transportation, and 
giveaways are provided. 

Games are played at several locations 
throughout the city, usually on Saturdays, 

Applications are now open for One Sum-
mer Chicago [OSC]. OSC is a youth em-
ployment program offered in partnership 
with local businesses, community orga-
nizations, and city agencies (departments, 
sister agencies and aldermanic offices) to 
provide young people ages 14-24 with paid 
work experiences for six weeks of the sum-
mer. 

The City hopes to connect 4,000 young 

Youth employment applications  
now being taken

people to paid opportunities and life-skills 
development programs this summer. The 
Chicago Dept. of Family and Support Ser-
vices manages the program, with direct 
support from the Education, Youth and 
Human Services team in the Mayor’s Of-
fice.

For more information visit www.One-
SummerChicago.org.

Summer football program for kids
with some Tuesday night games.

Former information contact Richard 
Faust, to sign up your sons or daughters 
who are interested. 

Sign up may also be done online. Note 
there are two age groups and the Jr Bears 
program has a certain window for youth to 
sign up for the appropriate program. Visit 
https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/pro-
grams-memberships/junior-bear-football 
or call 773-262-5051.

appeals see p. 15

Michael Griffin Samantha Steele George Cardenas Larry Rogers Jr.

“In more than 20 years  
on the Board, I have never seen  

a more important time  
for property owners to avail 

themselves of their right  
to appeal. We have improved 

performance amid  
record-setting appeals  

by improving efficiency  
while keeping costs stable,” 

Larry Rogers Jr. noted.
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BY BOB ZULEY

The Illinois Senate has recently 
passed bill SB2111 that allows bi-
cyclists to approach stop signs and 
then blow right through them, and 
intersections, without stopping as 
long as they yield the right-of-way 
to other traffic, pedestrians, and 
those already in the intersection.

This bill, also known as the 
“Idaho Stop” law, hopes to im-
prove safety for bicyclists by al-
lowing them the privilege to de-
cide for themselves how to safely 
proceed through traffic at inter-
sections.

In Illinois, a vehicle blowing 
through a stop sign is committing 

a moving violation that can result 
in a fine of up to $1,000, plus court 
costs and assessments. It also af-
fects driving records, potentially 
leading to license suspension and 
increased insurance rates. If an 
accident occurs, additional charg-
es may be filed.

Bikes and scooters that blow 
through stop signs generally 
know they have the privilege of 
never getting ticketed.

Proponents argue that this 
change will make intersections 
safer - not for vehicles - but for 
bicyclists by giving them more 
choices and flexibility in deciding 
whether to stop for a street sign or 
not, allowing them to avoid un-
necessary stops and starts. No 
data was offered to back up the 
supposition that it would make 
roadways safer for bikers.

This bill aims to clarify that bi-
cycles are considered vehicles and 
should be granted all the rights 
of vehicle drivers, except at stop 
signs, where unlike all other ve-
hicles, they won’t have to stop.  

More privilege for bikers? 
Illinois Senate OKs bikers ignoring stop signs

Lincoln Park Zoo is newest member  
of network to provide critical care for illegally trafficked wildlife
The Lincoln Park Zoo has 

joined the Assoc. of Zoos and 
Aquariums’ Wildlife Confisca-
tions Network [WCN]. This pro-
gram mitigates wildlife traffick-
ing and supports law enforcement 
by providing a coordinated care 
system for wildlife that has been 
seized at U.S. ports of entry.

Following the interception of a 
trafficked animal, it is imperative 
that the highest standard of care 
is administered as quickly as pos-
sible. WCN is a network of vetted 
and approved zoos, aquariums, 
non-governmental organizations, 
universities, botanical gardens, 
and certified animal sanctuaries 
that U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice [USFWS] can call on for help 
in the event of a confiscation. 

The illegal trafficking of wild-
life products is driving the wild 
population decline of many spe-
cies. This illicit trade is valued at 

up to $20 billion per year, behind 
only drugs, weapons, and human 
trafficking. In addition to its dev-
astating impacts on wildlife pop-
ulations, the illegal wildlife trade 
puts humans at risk, increasing 
the chances of diseases threaten-
ing wildlife and human health. 

Bushmeat is a big part of the 
problem too. Bushmeat refers to 
meat from wild African animals 
such as rodents, hooved animals, 
carnivores, primates, and bats.

It’s estimated that every month, 
15,000 pounds of illegal wildlife 
meat is smuggled into the U.S. 
and sold throughout the country, 
mostly from West Africa. A study 
of bushmeat consumption by 
African immigrants in the U.S. 
described mixed perceptions re-
garding the risks and benefits of 
consuming bushmeat.

According to the National Insti-
tute of Health, bushmeat hunting 

Senate also passed bill 
raising minimum age  
of arrest

The bill was sponsored by 
North Side state Senator Mike 
Simmons [7th]. Simmons was ap-
pointed to the office in Feb. 2021 
replacing Sen. Heather Steans. 
His district covers much of Rogers 
Park, Edgewater, Uptown, Lincoln 
Square and includes Wrigleyville.

Back in Feb. 2022, Illinois law-
makers killed an “Idaho stop” bill 
for bicyclists.

In 2024, Chicago recorded just 
one bicycle fatality, a significant 
decrease compared to previous 
years. In 2023, Chicago recorded 
7 deaths, 10 in 2022, and 11 in 
2021.

In other state senate news, the 
body also raised the minimum age 
for arrest of minors before head-
ing home for the Easter recess.  
The bill raised the minimum age 
of arrest from 10 to 12. State Sen. 
Robert Peters [13th] says the goal 
is to prioritize rehabilitation over 
punishment. Peters was appointed 
to his senate seat in 2019 replac-
ing Kwame Raoul.

Both measures now move to the 

Illinois House for consideration.
“By raising the age … and em-

phasizing alternative methods, 
we are giving young people a fair 

chance at reformation without 
subjecting them to the damaging 
effects of detention at an early 
age,” Peters said upon the bill’s 
passage Thursday. He also offered 
no data to show how he came to 
that conclusion.

It is unknown whether Peters 
discussed his bill with the parents 
of children murdered by juvenile 
offenders under the age of 12. Nor 

This bill aims to clarify 
that bicycles are  

considered vehicles  
and should be granted 
all the rights of vehicle 
drivers, except at stop 
signs, where unlike  
all other vehicles,  

they won’t have to stop.  

and butchery are risk factors for 
zoonotic disease transmission. 

However, less is known about 
health risks to those who con-
sume products that are already 
butchered when purchased. Thou-
sands of gorillas, chimpanzees, 
and other African wildlife on the 
brink of extinction are viciously 
hunted, butchered, and illegally 
imported throughout the U.S. 
Any one of these shipments can 
bring an HIV infection, an Ebola 
epidemic, or a number of other 
deadly diseases into the country.

Lincoln Park Zoo is one of 
nearly 40 WCN partners, creating 
a national support network for il-
legally trafficked wildlife.  

The zoo has a longstanding 
relationship with O’Hare Interna-
tional Airport and USFWS when 
it comes to wildlife trafficking. 
They provide short and long-term 
care for animals that were confis-

cated by USFWS at the Chicago 
airport. 

In 2023, the zoo, Assoc. of 
Zoos and Aquariums, and US-
FWS teamed up to present an ex-
hibit at O’Hare, informing travel-
ers flying in and out of the U.S. 
about global wildlife trafficking 
and how they can help put an end 
to the illegal trade. Lincoln Park 
Zoo also provides USFWS with 
rhinoceros horn and nail trim-
mings obtained during routine 
care to help train wildlife detec-
tor dogs. The dogs learn to detect 
the scent of these trimmings and 
then scan bags and luggage for 
this commonly trafficked animal 
product, among others.

“We’re ‘For Wildlife. For All.,’ 
and that extends to even the 
smallest amphibian or songbird 
being trafficked into or out of the 
country,” said Sunny Nelson, Vice 
President of Conservation and 
Science at the zoo. “We’re excited 
to grow our relationship with US-
FWS to help provide critical care 
for confiscated wildlife.”

Lincoln Park Zoo is commit-
ted to mitigating wildlife traf-
ficking through research-backed 
solutions as well. The zoo is the 
first North American partner of 
Monitor Conservation Research 
Society, an international organi-
zation that investigates wildlife 
trafficking and advises on policy 
and conservation interventions. 
Through this partnership, they 
support Monitor with research, 
using science to better understand 
the issues facing animals at high 
risk for trafficking.

Learn more about wildlife traf-
ficking and what Lincoln Park 
Zoo is doing to combat the ille-
gal trade https://www.lpzoo.org/
conservation-science/take-action-
with-us/end-wildlife-trafficking/.

is it known if Peters explored re-
cidivism rates for juvenile sexual 
offenders.

Chicagoans of a certain age 
may recall five-year old Eric 
Morse who in Oct. 1994 was dan-
gled out of a 14th floor window 
and dropped to his death by two 
neighborhood boys, ages 10 and 
11.  

Juvenile criminal offenders are 
a complex issue that demands 
careful attention and specialized 
handling by experts in various 
fields. Addressing juvenile crime 
effectively requires a multidisci-
plinary approach involving ex-
perts from law, psychology, social 
work, education, and criminol-
ogy.

Their specialized knowledge 
and skills are vital for ensuring 
fair treatment, promoting rehabil-
itation, and ultimately enhancing 
public safety by reducing future 
offending.

News tips?
Call 773-465-9700 

Confidentiality guaranteed
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Are you 55 and Older 
Caring for a Child 
Under 18 or Loved 
One (19-59) with 
a Disability?
Grandparents or Older Relatives 
Raising Children Program 
FREE support services include:

DFSS
Department of Family
and Support Services

Contact the DFSS Senior Services Division 
Information and Assistance Unit
aging@cityofchicago.org • (312) 744-4016

Assessment: Work with a GORRC specialist to discuss your needs and to co-create
a care plan.

Support Groups: Share your stories, challenges, and successes caring for your loved 
ones. Learn about topics such as strategies to support the emotional
and educational development of the child.

Gap-Filling Funds: Help buying essential items like school supplies, technology, furniture, 
clothing, after-school or summer camp fees.
 

By Jonathan Bilyk
Cook County Record

A federal judge has curbed, 
for now, a class action lawsuit 
that seeks to put an end to the 
widespread and growing use by 
police in Chicago and Illinois of 
automated license plate reader 
systems to combat crime, which 
the plaintiffs say amounts to un-
constitutional high tech “dragnet 
surveillance” against everyone 
who drives a vehicle in Chicago 
where such license plate reading 
cameras are deployed.

In The March 31 ruling, U.S. 
District Judge Martha Pacold sid-
ed with the state of Illinois on the 
legal action’s core legal question:

Whether the license plate 
reader [ALPR] systems violate 
Illinoisans’ Fourth Amendment 
rights against warrantless search-
es by law enforcement.

In the ruling, Pacold said 

scans and data collection from li-
cense plate reader systems do not 
amount to police “searches” lim-
ited by the Fourth Amendment.

Citing prior decisions by the 
U.S. Supreme Court and the U.S. 
Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals, 
Pacold said: “... As a general mat-
ter, ‘a person travelling in an au-
tomobile on public thoroughfares 
has no reasonable expectation of 
privacy in his movements from 
one place to another.’ 

“To be sure, ‘individuals have 
a reasonable expectation of priva-
cy in the whole of their physical 
movements,’” Pacold continued. 
“But ... Illinois’s use of ALPRs, as 
alleged in the complaint, is not so 
intrusive as to invade that expec-
tation. It is not a search under the 
Fourth Amendment.”

In May 2024, Cook County res-

ident Frank Bednarz and Stepha-
nie Scholl filed suit in Chicago 
federal court agains the Illinois 
State Police, as well as Gov. JB 
Pritzker and AG Kwame Raoul.

The lawsuit took aim at the net-
works of automated license plate 
readers installed first in Chicago 
and Cook County, and now crop-
ping up in other communities 
throughout Illinois.

The ALPRs work through a 
network of cameras installed 
along roads and at intersections, 
where they record the license 
plates of vehicles passing by. That 
data is then uploaded into search-
able databases available to law 
enforcement.

Police and other officials have 
said the systems help police to 

Judge: Illinois automated  
license plate reader camera scans 
aren’t unconstitutional searches
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BY BOB ZULEY

CTA riders may have been 
puzzled while on CTA L plat-
forms hearing the voices of chil-
dren making announcements. For 
the first time ever, the CTA has 
partnered with the Autism Tran-
sit Project [ATP] to have children 
diagnosed with autism record 
public address system announce-
ments that are played across the 
system.

The voices of 30 Chicago area 
children can be heard in rail sta-
tions throughout the month of 
April as part of Autism Aware-
ness Month.

ATP’s goal is to put the resourc-
es raised to work on this project 
as well as workforce partnerships 
with transit agencies to connect 
young adults with Autism Spec-
trum Disorder [ASD] who love 
transit with job opportunities.

Three years ago, ATP had the 
idea to organize a project for 
Autism Acceptance Month with 
the New York City Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority where 
children with autism got to make 
public service announcements 
throughout the subway system.

Many children with ASD ex-
hibit perseverative behaviors 
around trains. It is not at all un-
usual for the first full sentence an 
autistic child utters to be a train 
announcement.

(People who perseverate often 
say the same thing or behave in 
the same way over and over again. 
But they can get stuck on their 
emotions, actions, and thoughts, 
too. Examples include continual-
ly worrying about past mistakes, 
obsessing over potential future 
negative outcomes, or repeatedly 
asking the same question after re-
ceiving an answer.) 

Chicago has now joined NYC, 
Boston, Atlanta, San Francisco, 
Washington D.C., and New Jer-
sey in the campaign.

CTA has autistic 
children  

make platform 
announcements
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Police 
Beat

Man found dead  
on Near North Side

An autopsy performed April 12 
was inconclusive on how a 30-year-
old man died after his body was 
found on a Near North Side street, 
according to authorities.

The body of Owen Hughes was 
found on the ground in the 800 
block of N. State St. around 1:15 a.m., 
according to police who are han-
dling the case as a death investiga-
tion. Hughes had  suffered unspeci-
fied trauma to his body they likely 
resulted in his death, police said.

Hughes was pronounced dead at 
the scene and his body taken to the 
Cook County medical examiner’s of-
fice. 

Three robberies reported  
along Wrigleyville bar strip 
overnight

Police are investigating three rob-
beries reported on the Clark St. bar 
strip April 13. At least two of the inci-
dents appear to be related.

Officers assigned to patrol the 
nightlife area encountered the first 
victim in the 3500 block of N. Clark 
around 1:50 a.m. He told them that 
three men had physically attacked 
and robbed him of his phone and 
wallet. They were last seen heading 
south on Clark Street.

A second victim walked up to the 
patrol officers around 2:40 a.m. He 
shared a similar story: after meeting 
the robbers inside a nearby bar, he 
accompanied the men into a nearby 
alley where they robbed him.

Later, around 3 a.m., a third rob-
bery victim walked into the Town 
Hall 19th District station, 850 W. Ad-
dison, to report being robbed on 
Clark St., too.

CPD issued a warning about rob-
beries in the Wrigleyville area last 
month, saying a group of armed 
men had been targeting bargoers as 
they waited for rideshares at closing 
time.

Three or four robbers approach 
the victims and either display a gun 
or use force to get control of their 
valuables. The robbers have even 
accessed some of the victims’ bank 
accounts through phones taken dur-
ing the hold-ups, police said.

CPD linked five robberies to last 
month’s pattern, three of which oc-
curred in the 3500 block of N. Clark, 
the same block where Sunday’s 
muggings occurred.

Suburban man robbed Loop bank 
2x after losing his job at Walmart

A suburban man faces federal 
bank robbery charges after the FBI 
accused him of holding up a Cit-
ibank branch in the Loop twice in 
two weeks. Investigators identified 
Jason Paniagua after the first rob-
bery but didn’t get around to arrest-
ing him until he robbed the bank at 
69 W. Washington a second time on 
April 8, officials said.

Paniagua scored $340 during the 
first robbery, which occurred around 
12:39 p.m. March 27.

“Give me everything in the top 
drawer, you’ve got three seconds to 
give me everything,” he allegedly 
told the teller while demanding $50 
and $100 bills.

ported shots fired at 3:28 a.m. and 
they quickly found the 26-year-old 
victim in the first block of E. Goethe, 
according to police radio traffic. The 
officers applied a tourniquet to slow 
blood loss from a gunshot wound he 
suffered to his right leg.

The gunman fled the scene in a gray 
vehicle, according to a CPD media 
statement. An officer who reviewed 
surveillance video said the shooter 
was a Black male wearing a blue top 
with a white t-shirt underneath and 
gray pants.

Evidence markers indicated the po-
lice found shell casings near the vic-
tim and in a nearby parking lot. CPD 
did not provide details about what 
led up to the shooting.

The gunman fled the scene in a gray 
vehicle, according to a CPD media 
statement. An officer who reviewed 
surveillance video said the shooter 
was a Black male wearing a blue top 
with a white t-shirt underneath and 
gray pants.

Evidence markers indicated the po-
lice found shell casings near the vic-
tim and in a nearby parking lot. CPD 
did not provide details about what 
led up to the shooting.

Migrant charged  
with downtown knife attack

A migrant who previously lived at 
one of the city-run shelters down-
town has been charged with stabbing 

and seriously injur-
ing another man in 
the Loop. Chicago 
police said officers 
arrested Ralwin 
Galito Perez, 30, 
on April 8 to face 
charges.

Cell phone vid-
eo of the attack 

circulated widely in the days after 
the March 18 stabbing. CPD said it all 
started when a 27-year-old victim got 
into an argument with another man 
near the corner of Dearborn and Van 
Buren around 6:15 p.m. Video posted 
by Chicago Critter showed the assail-
ant holding a knife and taking full 
roundhouse swings with the weapon.

The victim fell to the pavement 
during the incident and the assailant 
could be seen stabbing him while 
he was down. CPD officers applied a 
chest seal and a tourniquet to stem 
the victim’s blood loss from stab 
wounds on his arm and torso, but the 
assailant was already gone when they 
arrived.

More details about how police 
identified Perez as the assailant and 
exactly what prosecutors believe 
transpired are expected to be re-
vealed during his detention hearing 
at the Leighton Criminal Courthouse 
this afternoon.

He is charged with one count of 
aggravated battery with a deadly 
weapon.

Records show Chicago police have 
arrested Perez three other times: on 
allegations of shoplifting at Nord-
strom Rack, 101 East Chicago, on Sept. 
19, 2023; driving without a license and 
registration violations near the old 
Wadsworth Elementary School mi-
grant shelter on Nov. 25; and for alleg-
edly driving without a license in the 
Loop on Jan. 3.

Horrific allegations  
of Chicago serial rapist  
revealed in court

A man accused of being the serial 
rapist who attacked at least five wom-
en since 2022, mainly in Logan Square, 
was detained as a public safety threat 
and a flight risk during a court hear-
ing April 7.

For the first time, prosecutors re-
veal horrifying details of the attacks 
in court, saying DNA evidence con-
clusively links the accused, Chakib 
Khodja, 36, to the crimes. None of the 
victims knew Khodja, officials said.

The first known assault occurred 
around 3 a.m. on May 7, 2022, in the 
2000 block of N. Humboldt. As a 36-
year-old woman entered the foyer 

tional details about that case were 
not available.

Prosecutors charged Khodja with 
three counts of aggravated crimi-
nal sexual assault with a weapon, 
two counts of aggravated criminal 
sexual abuse with a weapon, two 
counts of criminal sexual assault 
causing bodily harm, two counts 
of aggravated armed kidnapping, 
aggravated kidnapping causing 
bodily harm, criminal sexual abuse 
causing bodily harm, unlawful re-
straint, attempted aggravated bat-
tery by strangulation, attempted 
kidnapping by secret confinement, 
attempted home invasion causing 
injury, attempted home invasion 
with a deadly weapon, and two mis-
demeanor sex offenses.

Judge Susana Ortiz oversaw the 
hearing and ordered Khodja’s de-
tention.

Police follow, shoot  
knife-wielding man  
at River North hotel

At least one Chicago police offi-
cer shot a man who was armed with 
a knife at a River North hotel on April 
7, according to witnesses. He was 
initially listed in critical condition.

A tactical unit initially radioed 
that they saw a man with a knife 
in the first block of W. Hubbard 
around 2:22 p.m, according to radio 
transmissions.

The officers said they saw the 
man, armed with a six-inch butcher 
knife, board an elevator. He later en-
tered the rear door of a 7-Eleven on 
State St. They followed the man, de-
ployed at least one Taser in a nearby 
alley, and eventually confronted 
him at the Courtyard Marriott, 30 E. 
Hubbard.

Witnesses reported hearing the 
officers repeatedly telling the man 
to drop the knife before hearing 
gunfire.

CPD officers applied a chest seal 
and administered other life-saving 
measures to try to stabilize the man 
before EMS arrived. Two officers 
were also taken to hospitals, but the 
nature of their injuries, if any, was 
not immediately known.

The Civilian Office of Police Ac-
countability, the agency respon-
sible for investigating CPD uses of 
force, said its investigators were 
heading to the scene. CPD released 
this statement on April 7:

Preliminary Statement on Police-
Involved Shooting in the 0-100 block 
of E. Hubbard St.

On Monday, April 7, at approxi-
mately 2:23 p.m., Chicago Police of-
ficers assigned to the 18th District 
observed a wanted offender in the 
0-100 block of W. Hubbard Street.

The offender, who was armed 
with a knife, fled from officers, and 
officers gave chase into a business 
in the 0-100 block of E. Hubbard.

Officers attempted to de-esca-
late the situation. Multiple officers 
deployed their tasers in an attempt 
to incapacitate the offender, but all 
attempts were not effective. The 
offender continued to disregard 
verbal direction and turned toward 
officers still holding the knife.

Two officers then discharged 
their service weapons, striking the 
offender. Officers rendered aid to 
the offender, who sustained a gun-
shot wound to the upper body and 
was transported to Northwestern 
Hospital in critical condition.

A weapon was recovered on-
scene. Two officers were transport-
ed to a nearby hospital for observa-
tion.

The Investigative Response Team 
is on scene investigating. Currently, 
the specifics of this incident, includ-
ing the comprehensive use of force 
investigation, are being investigat-
ed by the Civilian Office of Police 
Accountability with the full coop-
eration of the Chicago Police Dept.

The officer(s) involved will be 

But when the teller reached for 
a drawer holding large bills, he in-
structed them not to reach down, so 
he only got $340 from the main teller 
drawer, an FBI agent said in a criminal 
complaint.

After the robbery, Paniagua alleg-
edly changed pants inside a nearby 
synagogue and ditched other cloth-
ing steps from the bank’s front door.

He then enlisted the help of a hotel 
doorman to secure a cab ride to the 
suburbs, the FBI agent said.

The cabbie first took Paniagua to 
a liquor store in Harvey and then to 
the Starlite Motel in Lansing, where 
he had registered under the name 
“Joseph A. Diniggued,” according to 
the feds.

FBI agents interviewed the cabbie 
and the liquor store clerk, who im-
mediately recognized Paniagua as 
“Cracker Jack” but didn’t know his real 
name.

Investigators also noticed that 
motel surveillance video showed Pa-
niagua wearing a Psalms 91 hoodie 
with the word “MY” visible under his 
neck. The bank robber also had the 
word “MY” visible under other layers 
of clothing.

The day after the robbery, the li-
quor store manager saw Paniagua 
again and contacted the FBI, prompt-
ing them to dispatch Harvey police 
to intercept him. The cops found Pa-
niagua at a bus stop and he identified 
himself by his real name, the affidavit 
said. But the police did not take Pania-
gua into custody.

Paniagua allegedly returned to the 
bank around 10:10 a.m. April 8. A tell-
er immediately recognized him and 
tripped a silent alarm.

“Give me all your money, you 
have three seconds,” Paniagua alleg-
edly told a second teller as he started 
counting down.

The teller handed over $100 in $5 
bills and noticed that he was holding 
a toilet paper tube in his hand as if it 
were a gun, according to the FBI.

Officials said the bank manager fol-
lowed Paniagua and saw him enter a 
cab. Cops quickly pulled the cab over 
and arrested Paniagua.

Officers allegedly recovered $50 in 
$5 bills from Paniagua and another 
$55 in $5 bills from the cab driver, who 
had received the money from Pania-
gua as fare payment.

The FBI agent said Paniagua admit-
ted to robbing the bank on Tuesday 
because he had lost his job at Wal-
mart. However, Paniagua denied rob-
bing the bank on March 27.

Suspect detained  
after child finds mother  
fatally stabbed  
in Budlong Woods home

A suspect is in custody after a child 
called 911 to report that her father 
had stabbed their mother inside their 
Budlong Woods home on April 12. 
The victim did not survive.

At about 11:24 p.m., the 12-year-old 
told a 911 operator that they found 
their mother bloody in bed and their 
father, who closed the bedroom door, 
refused to let anyone inside, accord-
ing to dispatch records.

Officers found the 29-year-old vic-
tim inside the home in the 2700 block 
of W. Balmoral. She was taken to St. 
Francis Hospital in Evanston with stab 
wounds to her torso. Doctors there 
pronounced her dead.

In a media statement, CPD said 
they determined the victim “was in a 
physical altercation with a 35-year-old 
male offender who produced a knife 
and attacked the victim before fleeing 
the scene.” The police subsequently 
located the man and took him into 
custody. CPD did not reveal the man’s 
relationship with the woman.

Man shot  
on Gold Coast street corner

A 26-year-old man is recovering af-
ter being shot in the Gold Coast April 
13. Chicago police officers recovered 
a firearm at the scene.

CPD units posted in the area re-

of her building, Khodja was “lying in 
wait and pulled a black drawstring 
bag over the victim’s head, covering 
her entire face,” Assistant State’s At-
torney Mike Pekara said in a written 
proffer provided by the Cook County 
State’s Attorney’s Office.

Khodja choked the woman with 
both hands and struggled with her 
on the floor, Pekara said. Ultimately, 
Khodja ran away, leaving the draw-
string bag behind. Chicago police 

officers recovered 
the bag and lab 
technicians found 
Khodja’s DNA on 
it, Pekara said.

Two months 
later, on July 15, 
2022, a 21-year-old 
woman had trou-
ble getting a ride-

share as she left Joe’s on Weed, a bar 
at 940 W. Weed, in the Clybourn Cor-
ridor. So, she started walking home.

Pekara said she accepted a ride 
from two men she passed while walk-
ing. The woman fell asleep in the back 
seat and woke up as the car was pull-
ing over. Both men got out, leaving 
her alone in the back seat.

At that point, Khodja arrived in an-
other car, and the woman heard male 
voices speaking in a language she did 
not understand. Pekara explained.

Moments later, Khodja opened the 
rear driver’s side door and got into 
the back seat with the victim.

After kissing and groping her, he 
forced her to perform a sex act and 
then raped her, cutting and scratch-
ing her skin during the attack, accord-
ing to Pekara. He said the two men re-
turned to the front seats after Khodja 
left and drove away with the woman 
in the back seat. They eventually 
shoved her out of the car a few blocks 
from where she was staying.

In video footage of the woman be-
ing pushed from the car, investigators 
noticed a gold or beige Prius travel-
ing up and down the block. They later 
learned that Khodja owned the Prius, 
Pekara said.

Once again, DNA testing allegedly 
links Khodja to the crime. CPD issued 
a press release saying this crime oc-
curred in the 800 block of W. Welling-
ton in Lakeview. However, that ad-
dress correlates with Advocate Illinois 
Masonic Medical Center, where the 
victim sought treatment. Officials do 
not know exactly where the assault 
occurred.

On Jan. 18 of this year, a 36-year-old 
woman noticed Khodja following her 
as she walked home from a conve-
nience store around 3:10 a.m., Pekara 
said. She confronted him and crossed 
the street to get away.

A short time later, Khodja allegedly 
grabbed the woman from behind in 
the 1700 block of N. Francisco. Pekara 
said he held a knife to her side and 
forced her to walk to the 2800 block 
of W. Bloomingdale.

There, Khodja pressed a knife to the 
woman’s neck and sexually assaulted 
her, said Pekara.

Video from the convenience store 
allegedly captured images of a Ford 
Fusion registered to Khodja’s room-
mate driving by while the victim was 
in the store. DNA testing also linked 
Khodja to the sexual assault.

In the most recent attack, Khodja 
allegedly confronted a woman at the 
front door of her apartment building 
in the 2600 block of N. Troy around 
3:40 a.m. Feb. 4.

Wearing a mask, he held a knife to 
her throat as he sexually assaulted 
her, Pekara alleged. The woman tried 
to make noise to alert her roommate, 
but Khodja allegedly responded 
by pressing the knife harder to her 
throat.

The woman suffered lacerations 
on her throat and her private area, 
Pekara stated. As with the other cases, 
Khodja’s DNA was recovered from the 
victim.

Khodja is also accused of attacking 
a 21-year-old woman Jan. 22 in the 
2800 block of N. Central Park. Addi- police beat see p. 12

Surveillance images of Jason  
Paniagua and the bank robber. 
Courtesy U.S. District Court records

Chakib Khodja

Ralwin Galito 
Perez
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BY CWBCHICAGO

A California man accused last 
year of cheating Chicago-area 
casinos out of $219,000 has cut 
a deal with prosecutors. Jianchu 
Liu, 48, who faced a felony count 
of cheating at a gambling game, 
pleaded guilty to a lesser charge 
of misdemeanor theft on March 
28.

Liu was initially accused 
of working with at least one  
accomplice to swindle the new 
Bally’s casino in River North and 
the Hollywood Casino Aurora  
between September 12 and Nov. 

Summertime in the Parks!

Summer
Programs & Events at the 
Chicago Park District!

Register  
   for

Online registration opens Monday, April 14 & Tuesday, April 15.
In-person registration begins Saturday, April 19.
Summer Programs session runs June 16 to August 10.

For more information about your Chicago Park District,
visit www.ChicagoParkDistrict.com or call 312.742.7529.

By CWBChicago

Cook County’s electronic mon-
itoring program has become “a 
serious threat to public safety” 
because the office of Chief Judge 
Timothy Evans, which recently 
assumed responsibility for its 
operation, is not equipped or pre-
pared to handle it.

That’s not us talking. That’s 
Cook County State’s Attorney 
Eileen O’Neill Burke, who in-
structed the county’s prosecutors 
to publicly object anytime a judge 
places a defendant on an ankle 
monitor instead of granting the 
state’s request to keep them in 
jail.

After years of effort, Cook 
County Sheriff Tom Dart suc-
cessfully transferred responsibil-
ity for the electronic monitoring 
program on April 1. Dart has re-
peatedly said the county is misus-
ing the program by putting violent 
and dangerous offenders on ankle 
monitors when the system was 
designed for low-level offenses 
like drug possession.

Evans’ office has operated a 
separate electronic monitoring 
program for many years, but it 
has generally been used for de-
fendants who are given nighttime 
curfews, not for 24/7 monitoring.

In a memo to her staff, O’Neill 
Burke said Evans’ electronic 
monitoring staff members are 
not law enforcement officers, and 
they cannot make arrests. If an 
electronic monitoring participant 
goes AWOL, the top prosecu-
tor said, Evans’ staff must “call 
911 or seek assistance from law 
enforcement” and then take the 
matter to court.

Here’s what O’Neill Burke said 
to her staff on Monday:

“As you all know, under the 
Pretrial Fairness Act, a defendant 
may be detained pretrial if the 
prosecution establishes by clear 
and convincing evidence that the 
defendant poses a danger to a spe-
cific individual or the community 
or presents a significant flight risk 
that cannot be mitigated by con-

Man accused of cheating casinos 
out of $219,000 gets probation

Inset: Mugshot  of Jianchu Liu.

26, 2023.
Judge Laura Ayala-Gonzalez 

ordered him to pay $10,000 res-
titution to Bally’s and placed him 
on a 12-month conditional dis-
charge, according to court clerk 
entries.

Liu was also arrested for alleg-
edly cheating at a casino’s bacca-
rat table in Pennsylvania in Feb. 
2024. Security officials at the Mo-
hegan Sun casino in Wilkes-Barre 
keyed in on Liu when he launched 
an app on his phone at a bacca-
rat table and darkened the screen 

Problem-plagued electronic monitoring 
program has become  

‘a serious threat to public safety,’  
top Cook County prosecutor says

ditions of release. The Act’s intent 
is to ensure that pretrial detention 
is used for individuals who pose 
genuine risks, rather than allow-
ing financial status to determine 
pretrial liberty.

On Dec. 2, 2024, I issued a 
policy requiring that you seek de-
tention in specific circumstances. 
I am now directing you to object 
on the record whenever you have 
sought detention and the Judge 
has chosen to place the defendant 
on electronic monitoring/home 
confinement.

As of April 1, 2025, the Cook 
County Sheriff’s Office no longer 
accepts referrals for home con-
finement electronic monitoring. 
Responsibility for all monitoring 
of defendants placed on any form 
of electronic monitoring now 
lies with the Office of the Chief 
Judge’s Pretrial and Adult Proba-
tion Departments [OCJ]. How-
ever, at this time, OCJ has not 
ensured that they have sufficient 
properly trained staff to monitor 
individuals ordered to electronic 
monitoring instead of detention. 
Furthermore, appropriate court 
forms are not available to read-
ily advise defendants placed on 
electronic monitoring of specific 

restrictions and/or freedom of 
movement. Similarly, there are 
also no admonishments on court 
orders that adequately advise 
defendants they must appear in 
court or face sanctions, a bench 
warrant, or additional charges.

OCJ personnel are not law en-
forcement officers and cannot 
investigate, seek escape charges, 
or obtain an arrest warrant if a 
person absconds. Accordingly, in 
the event that a person absconds 
from electronic monitoring, 
OCJ’s pretrial/probation officers’ 
recourse is to call 911 or seek as-
sistance from law enforcement 
and then advance the case to the 
court call to report that informa-
tion to a Judge. I believe this is 
a serious threat to public safety 
and we must make that clear on 
the record given that we have ap-
proved 57 escape charges since 
Dec. 2, 2024. Furthermore, as of 
this time, the OCJ’s pretrial/pro-
bation officers are responsible for 
monitoring individuals who have 
committed very serious crimes 
who are ordered to comply with 
the electronic monitoring cur-
few program. That population 
includes offenders charged with 
murder, attempt murder, preda-
tory criminal sexual assault, as 
well as numerous other violent of-
fenses such as aggravated battery, 
felony domestic battery, and vari-
ous other sexual assault and abuse 
charges.

Please review the attached pro-
tocol and follow it. You are enti-
tled to make a record during court 
proceedings and should assert 
that right and make the record set 
forth in the protocol.

Thank you for your hard work 
and dedication to the people of 
Cook County.”

cheating see p. 12

After years of effort, 
Cook County Sheriff 

Tom Dart successfully 
transferred responsibil-

ity for the electronic 
monitoring program  
on April 1. Dart has  
repeatedly said the  

county is misusing the 
program by putting  
violent and danger-

ous offenders on ankle 
monitors when the 

system was designed for 
low-level offenses  

like drug possession.
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There were many visits by State 
Sen. Obama to our City Hall of-
fices. He was so friendly, engag-
ing and humble. Often sitting in 
our lobby until I’d spot him before 
his appointment. Never standing 
on ceremony. Always grateful for 
being brought into a place of more 
private waiting. I’m sure he’s ap-
palled at the antics currently un-
derway at the Obama Center’s 
construction site.

Hopefully the issues sparking 
the current troubles can be diplo-
matically corrected by some swift 
justice. It’s the least the former 
president deserves. And it is the 
certain expectation Chicagoans 
have a right to.

GEORGE FREEMAN RIP: 
Chicago’s beloved jazz man and 
guitar royalty, George Freeman, 
died on April 1 at 97 years-old. 
George was a true guitar legend. 
“We were fortunate to have re-
leased so many of his recordings 
over the years on Southport Re-
cords,” said  Joanie Pallatto. The 
Green Mill’s annual birthday gig 
for George became a celebration 
of his life on April 11 and 12. His 
Memorial will take place Satur-
day, April 19, 1:30 - 5:30 p.m., 
Logan Center, 915 E. 60th St., 9th 
Floor.

MEET THE NEW BOSS: 
Same as the old boss. Rich  
Melman, founder of Lettuce 
Entertain You Restaurants, has 
named his son R.J. Melman as 
the new company CEO. He re-
places Kevin Brown, who will 
become company Executive 
Chairman. R.J. and his partners 
are also the founders of the coun-

winning Indian actress Ritupor-
na Sengupta, to assist Cancer 
Survivor Children to perform on 
stage in recovery with donations 
and the help of hospitals, doctors 
and many generous and high pro-
file people in Kolkata, India. Joey 
has promised to help out the chil-
dren from the USA also. It was a 
very successful event. He plans 
on making a film on this organi-
zation with the actress. 

WHO’S WHERE: Sherry 
Lea Fox with Armel, her friend 
of many years and the Maître D’ 
of all, at La Grenouille, French 
showstopper bistro, in New York 
City… Helma Wardennaar in 
Muscat, Oman… Dancer Vic 
White visiting Taipei, Taiwan… 
Paul R Iacocca with Candace 
Jordan for his Ralph Lauren Bar 
& Grill birthday lunch, and join-
ing Frank Jeffrey, Todd Hatoff, 
Doc and Janet Brieva, at Tavern 
on Rush for a birthday dinner… 
Sarah Crane in sunny Sicily 
which she says is like Jurassic 
Park… Edmund Lester dancing 
up a storm with Cubs Mascot… 
Rob McCluskey with Stepha-
nie Leone Manning and Grif-

troubles from p. 2

fin Goldstein at the Cubs game 
having a grand time despite the 
loss… David Heiner celebrat-
ing his 39th birthday with his 
fabulous wife, Whitney Reyn-
olds… Mark Olley is starting 
to put Easter baskets together, 
making a pitstop at Windy City 
Sweets that he says is essential… 
Albert Pizza wishing his lovely 
wife and best friend, Elizabeth 
Canna-Pizza a very happy birth-
day… Kathy Wolter Mondelli 
at Guaranteed Rate Field for the 
White Sox opener… Crooner 
Russ Goeltenbodt wishing best 
pal Judy McLaughlin Rossign-
uola-Rice a happy birthday, as 
he says, “My sister from another 
mother”… Carl Sandberg took a 
ride on the Chicago River back in 
1957, and his resulting poem de-
scribing Chicago still rings true 
today… Jane Justic kicked off 
a grand weekend with daughter, 
Jill Justic Cress, and two grand-
daughters, amidst the happy ca-
nals and streets of Amsterdam… 
James Staples attended the Lyric 
Opera of Kansas City Opera Ball, 
a truly fab affair, with dear friend 
Lisa Flynn, the Ball’s Chair… 
insiders still saying British ac-
tor Theo James will be the next 

3000 N. Broadway • 773-348-5510
www.barryregentcleaners.com

Quality alterations on all your garments:
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• Install new linings  •  Mend or replace broken zippers
• Install new pockets  •  Replace missing buttons, snaps, hooks etc.
Fitting room hours: Tues-Sat 10 am to 5:30 pm
No fittings on Mondays - Closed Sunday

James Bond… Happy birthday to 
“Mr. Chicago” Sean Eshaghy… 
Peter Q. Thompson sipping 
prandial with friends at Gibson’s 
Steakhouse… Dan Lawlor and 
Laurie Baker Lawlor celebrat-
ing the passage of another year 
for him, Cheers… Niece Erin 
Eileen, Dr. Adam Del Conte and 
Vonnie, their English Bulldog, 
celebrating nine years of wedded 
bliss and Adam’s birthday… Al 
Menotti, Whitney Reynolds and 
Jolanta Ruege looking stunning 
at the “Glitz and Glamour” event 
benefiting the A Silver Lining 
Foundation… Dr. Rose Gomez 
back in Switzerland and spending 
time in snowy, powdery Gstaad… 
Karen Zupko and Mr. Mike con-
tinue on their Japanese journey in 
Beppu, visiting three hot springs 
towns with more to follow… At 
the helm birthday skipper Rod-
ger Owen adding another year 
and celebrating with Janet Owen 
in Paris… Julia Jacobs meet-
ing up with her boys, Draedyn 
and Charlie, in Florence, Italy… 
Danilo and Bonnie Lenzi, long 
exquisite Italian restauranteurs 
from Oakley Ave. to Grand Ave. 
to Halsted St. dining beside me at 
Piccolo Sogno and relishing the 
quality of the cuisine... Debi Cat-
anacci has connected with adven-
turer Sherrill Bodine on the big 
sea voyage.

CABARET: Densise Toma-
sello says Beckie McKenzie put 
a spell on her audience in her re-
cent solo concert at Davenports. 
She played and sang beautifully, 
looking absolutely gorgeous. Ir-
win was also wonderful. Her best 
show ever. A great night in Caba-
ret.

CLASSROOM NEWS: Artist 
Rosemary Fanti’s mother Dolo-
res Fanti was an honored guest of 
her former Seven Holy Founders 
Student Alumni graduating class 
of ’75. Sharing treasured memo-
ries with many of her former stu-
dents. “God bless all my dear stu-
dents,” said Mrs. Fanti.

LORD’S WORK: Chicagoan 
Bishop Michael McGovern, a 
South Sider, has been appointed 
the new Archbishop of Omaha, 
Nebraska (Cardinal Cupich’s 
home Archdiocese), by Pope 
Francis, after some years as Bish-
op of Belleville, IL and serving 
as a priest of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago.

COLLEGE VISIT: Paula 
Borg visiting son, Ben, and his 
house at UIUC Mom’s Weekend. 
And so proud of these boys for 
surpassing their fundraising goals 
for St. Jude Children’s Hospital. 
Maybe Ben has a little mom in 
him after all?

SOPHIA’S ESTATE SALES: 
April 19 and 20, a classic Wil-
mette house filled with quality 
antiques, furniture, decor, LPs, 
tools and household goods. April 
26 and 27 in Evanston, an amaz-
ing collection of folk and outsider 
art. 773-729-0638.

You can use an eraser on the 
drafting table or a sledgeham-
mer on the construction site. 

— Frank Lloyd Wright

tog515@gmail.com

Joey Marjumdar and friends.

Julia Jacobs with Draedyn
and Charlie.

Al and Elizabeth Canna-Pizza.

Debi Catenacci and Sherrill  
Bodine.

Lisa Flynn and James Staples.

try music and BBQ fest Windy 
City Smokeout.

PASSOVER: A blessed and 
happy Passover to all our read-
ers, celebrating the holy power 
of this feast. And Easter Sunday 
blessings to those observing Holy 
Week.

VAN CLIBURN AWARD: 
Conductor Marin Alsop was 
brought to tears by the young-
est-ever Van Cliburn winner, 
Yunchan Lim, who delivered 
a breathtaking performance of 
Serge Rachmaninov with stun-
ning technique and deep emo-
tion.

PIZZA: Rogers Park main-
stay Candlelight Chicago, 7452 
N. Western Ave., recently intro-
duced their own brand of frozen 
pizza. The neighborhood tap’s 
tavern pizza has been a Western 
Ave. taste treat for over 70 years. 
Give it a try when the munchies 
hit after midnight.

PRAY FOR COTTER: For-
mer Rogers Park legend Carole 
Clancey Cotter, died peacefully 
at 93, March 17 at her Glenview 
home. She was working in a trav-
el agency when she met Robert 
“Bob” Cotter, whom she mar-
ried in 1956. They raised their 
children in West Rogers Park and 
were members of St. Timothy 
Catholic Parish for many years. 
After retirement, she devoted 
decades volunteering with mul-
tiple community groups, as well 
as many arts and cultural institu-
tions like The Field Museum. She 
was unceasing in her efforts to 
further expand her mind, taking 
adult courses for many years on a 
variety of subjects and constantly 
reading on a dizzying number of 
topics. We lost a good one.

EXPOCHICAGO: Don’t miss 
Chicago’s Contemporary Art 
Fair, EXPO CHICAGO, April 
24-27 at Navy Pier.

HISTORIC DANCE: Mark 
Howard has announced that 
Trinity Irish Dance Company has 
been invited to perform in upstate 
Massachusetts at Jacobs Pillow. 
A place of wide historic Irish sig-
nificance. It’s a massive moment 
for Irish culture.

CANCER SURVIVOR: Film 
maker and Humanitarian Joey 
Majumdar was honored to be 
part of this children’s health proj-
ect along with his partner, award-

We feature Miele and ORECK  
and service all makes & models

2646 N. Lincoln Ave., Chicago
773-348-4500

148 N. Oak Park Ave., Oak Park
708-660-9800

2 Locations!

Open 7 Days   All Major Credit Cards Accepted

CityHome
Vacuums & More

MENTION THIS AD  
to receive 10% OFF on your order

www.cityhomevacuum.com

Jane Justic with Jill and grand-
daughters. Mr. Mike and Karen Zupko.

George Freeman
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Let us in introduce you 
to the most comfortable 
dental care. IV sedation
is ideal for:

• Dental anxiety and fear
• Aversion to needles and
 the sound of the drill
• Inability to get numb
• Hypertensive gag re�ex
• Special needs (physical, 
 behavioral, cognitive)
• Improved treatment e�ciency

With 35 years of experience  
in Chicagoland, we’re ready 
to work with you in optimizing 
your care and comfort.

“With IV Sedation, 
I slept through 

my whole dental
procedure!”

Call or visit us today!  312-596-2200 
lincolnparkcda.com  2551 N. Clark Ste. 502 • Chicago, IL 60614

Dr. Robert L Tentler, DDS
Diplomate of American 
Society of Dentist 
Anesthesiologist

The World’s Largest Commercial Build-
ing, THE MART, in partnership with Wine 
Spectator Magazine, are hosting a one-
of-a-kind wine tastings 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, May 8, with hors d’oeuvres 
while touring the inspiring showrooms on 
the 1st floor of the building, 222 W. Mer-
chandise Mart Plaza.

This event will pair the design show-
rooms located on the first floor of THE 
MART, with samplings and sights that 
reach a global scale. The event will of-
fer tasting stations across their first-floor 
showrooms, including the Design Resource 
Center.

During the event, each First Floor show-

room will host a wine, beer, or spirits “tast-
ing” complete with food stations, music, 
and a variety of attractions in the hallways 
and lobbies for newcomer and trade cus-
tomers alike to marvel, showcasing THE 
MART’s hospitality and collections. 

Tickets are on sale now and can be pur-
chased for a discounted rate through April 
20 with regular rates starting April 21 (tick-
ets prices will increase from $100 to $125). 
Wine & Design: A Tasting Tour benefits 
two charities: Greater Chicago Food De-
pository, and local public health provider 
Respiratoru Health Assoc. 

For more information visit @themart-
showroom and @themartchicago.

Wine & Design fundraiser at THE MART May 8

It is totally foolish where bike lanes are 
allowed to be put down. No stop sign for 
bikes when people cross streets? 

I agree with the April 2 article about the 
CTA bus not being allowed to pull up to 
curb to drop off passengers, it should be 
unlawful. 

Another danger to the pedestrians are 
the scooters. The scooter makers just think 
about profit.

Katie Lindsey

There should be a law

We’ve all seen what’s happening across 
Chicago: curbside bus stops removed, 
emergency vehicles slowed, and ADA ac-
cess compromised—all in the name of 
“Complete Streets” and privileged bike 
lanes.

Your April 2 article told the story plainly. 
Outside the Newberry Library, new bike-
lane barriers forced disabled passengers 
to exit into traffic, violating ADA norms. 
If so-called “improvements” like this are 
happening near historic institutions, what 
will stop the same design failure from hit-
ting other areas?

That same misguided logic is coming to 
our doorstep—wrapped in a luxury tower 
and six-story garage called Fern Hill’s Old 
Town Canvas.

Fern Hill’s plan includes curb bump-
outs and parking meter removals on La-
Salle Dr.—sold as “pedestrian improve-

Stop the bump outs

Letters to the Editor

I am an avid biker but the installation 
of bike lanes has gotten ridiculous and 
dangerous. The concrete partitions in the 
Medical Center by Stroger Hospital on 
Polk St. see an occasional rider. But now, 
cars cannot stop by the parking garage or 
the Professional Building by the medical 
clinic. And if they stop in traffic, the dis-
abled and those in wheelchairs (as well as 
the elderly) cannot get to their cars. 

Also, in the winter, the snow collects in 
the concreted bike lanes. So many of my 
friends are thinking how dangerous the 
raised concrete bike lane borders are. 

In Edgwater, turning right, driving east-
bound on Rosehill to Ashland, the grey 
concrete barrier is barely visible. It’s much 
worse in snow. 

Also, the city’s use of roundabouts has 
made it harder for emergency equipment to 
get to their fire or medical emergencies.

I am a biker and bike 20 miles every 
Sunday. I bike in below zero temps, snow, 

Installation of bike lanes  
has gotten ridiculous  

and dangerous

The annual St. Jude Memorial March 
honors all Chicago Police Officers that 
have died in the line of duty. This year’s 
march will take place on Sunday, May 4. 
Police will line-up at 7 a.m., in formation, 
and the parade will start at 8 a.m.  The 
route begins on Michigan Ave., just south 

St. Jude Police Memorial March:  
Sunday, May 4

of Chicago Ave. and will proceed west, past 
a reviewing stand, and disband at Clark St.

A 15-minute Interfaith Service is 
planned at the conclusion of the march at 
the reviewing stand, followed by Mass at 
Holy Name Cathedral, 735 N. State St., at 
10:30 a.m.

ments.” But this isn’t about walkability. It’s 
about clearing the way for garage ramps, 
valet lanes, and tower entrances. The price 
tag? Over $1.2 million in curb changes and 
buyouts that the developer now claims is a 
“community benefit.”

Let’s be clear: It’s no community bene-
fit—no matter what it costs.

We support smart, inclusive infrastruc-
ture. But Fern Hill’s plan is the opposite: a 
privatized version of Complete Streets that 
puts garage traffic ahead of transit riders, 
emergency responders, and ADA access.

Let’s not repeat the city’s worst mis-
takes. Reject these contrived plan citywide 
and stop the bump-outs before they block 
us—and jeopardize our safety.

Tim Carew 
Old Town

heat and even the day after my wedding but 
there was no common sense or thought put 
into the installations of these bike lanes. 

They not only cause stores and restau-
rants to suffer but our patients and their 
families suffer, and it is dangerous. Again, 
great article!

 
Demetra K. Soter MD 
Director Child Protective Services Retired 
Director Pediatric Trauma & Burn 
Cook County Health Univ. of Illinois

This May, the Ottoman Empire will in-
vade the Gold Coast … for a concert.

Chicago audiences will have the op-
portunity to travel back in time to the era 
of the Ottoman Empire in The Newberry 
Consort’s upcoming concert, In the Realm 
of Osman: Music from the Early Modern 
Ottoman Empire and Beyond, taking place 
at The Newberry Library 7:30 p.m. May 
10.

Originally performed at The Newberry 
Library for a conference in the summer 
of 2023, this program, curated by Middle 
Eastern music expert Ronnie Malley, fea-
tures the music from the 17th to the 19th 
centuries that was heard throughout the 
Ottoman Empire and the regions it influ-
enced.

The upcoming concert will also take 
place at the library, 60 W. Walton.

“This concert was so popular when we 
first performed it that it was standing-room 
only,” said Liza Malamut, artistic director 
of The Newberry Consort. “There was so 
much energy in the room, and people were 
entranced by the show. This time, we’re 
expanding it to include more music, and I 
can’t wait for even larger audiences to ex-
perience this concert.”

The program was inspired by an an-

cient Ottoman manuscript housed in The 
Newberry Library called the Tarih-i Yeni 
Dünya (History of the New World), which 
was written around 1600 and which is 
considered to be one of the earliest writ-
ten accounts by Ottomans of the Spanish 
Conquest of the Americas. The manu-
script includes stories of the explorations 
of Columbus, Cortés, Pizarro, and others 
from the perspective of Muslim Ottomans, 
as well as elaborate hand-drawn maps of 
lands all over the globe.

Malley used the book as a jumping-off 
point to highlight music from the far reach-
es of the Ottoman Empire from the 17th 
to the 19th centuries, featuring works by 
people with vastly different backgrounds, 
including composers who were Turkish, 
Greek, Armenian, Sephardic, and Persian.

“People tend to think of the Ottoman 
Empire as a homogenous and monolith-
ic entity, but really, when you dig a little 
deeper, you realize that these were very 
pluralistic, cosmopolitan societies where 
people came from many different ethnic 
and religious backgrounds,” Malley said.

Tickets run between $10 and $65, and 
the concert is free for children 16 and un-
der. To purchase tickets visit www.newber-
ryconsort.org.

Ottoman Empire to invade the Gold Coast

Have something on your mind  
about your community?

Write a Letter To The Editor at:
insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com
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Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE  when tackling your roof!

Receive a free 5−year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
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Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 866−643−0438 to 
schedule your free quote!

CALL NOW
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SPECIAL OFFER
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Stress-Free 
Installation.

Call today and receive a 
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PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
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With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

better track the movements and 
whereabouts of criminal suspects 
and reduce crime.

The ALPRs were first autho-
rized in Illinois in 2019 under the 
state law known as the Tamera 
Clayton Expy. Camera Act. That 
law was enacted in response to a 
2019 shooting of postal worker 
Tamera Clayton on I-57.

Under the initial rollout, about 
300 plate readers were installed 
along Cook County’s major ex-
pressway interstate highways into 
and out of the city of Chicago.

However, in the years since, 
the systems have spread to other 
communities throughout Illi-
nois, as police seek to utilize the 
new technology to monitor their 
streets and fight crime, which had 
spiked in Chicago and elsewhere 
in the years since 2020, when a 
large number of state and city of-
ficials endorsed criminal justice 
reforms and policies that critics 
have said were soft on crime and 
anti-police.

For instance, after state law-
makers and Pritzker authorized 
the expansion of the use of plate 
readers in 2022, Illinois State 
Police worked with the Illinois 
Tollway Authority to install plate 
readers elsewhere in Cook, Kane, 
Lake, Will, DuPage, DeKalb, 
Winnebago, Lee, St. Clair County, 
Morgan County and Champaign 
Counties, according to court fil-
ings.

According to police data, the 
ALPR systems have recorded 
millions of “hits” - or scans of 
plate numbers flagged by law en-
forcement for policing purposes - 
while playing a role in hundreds 
of millions of “detections,” de-
fined as “the capture of digital 
images or license plates and ve-
hicles with associated metadata,” 
such as GPS coordinates, date 
and time stamps.

The current vendor for the 
ISP’s ALPR system is Vetted Se-
curity Solutions.

In the lawsuit, however, the 
plaintiffs assert the ALPR sys-
tems amount to an unconstitu-
tional “dragnet ... recording the 
whereabouts of (everyone) who 
drives a car or truck,” whether or 
not they are accused or suspected 
of any criminal or suspicious ac-
tivity.

The lawsuit asserts this sys-
tem violates the Fourth Amend-
ment rights against warrantless 
searches of everyone using Illi-
nois roads. Plaintiffs claim it also 
violates their Fourteenth Amend-
ment rights.

“... ISP does not even have un-
reasonable suspicion: they have 
no suspicion at all,” the lawsuit 
said. “Rather, they collect all the 
public movements of every car 
they can in Illinois - and every 
car they can around the country.

“ISP is tracking the movements 
of millions of citizens, including 
Plaintiffs, and just holding onto 
that mass surveillance data in 

judge from p. 7

so security could not see what he 
was doing, according to a report 
by Casino.org. The outlet said he 
placed the phone under a stack of 
scorecards that baccarat players 
use to keep track of games.

When a dealer offered Liu the 
opportunity to cut the cards, he 
manipulated the deck, quickly 
fanning it out so his phone could 
capture an image of the card val-
ues and sequence, according to 
the allegations.

Liu walked away from the 
table after getting into a “verbal 
exchange” with a baccarat dealer 
about how the deck should be 
handled, Casino.org reported. A 
few days later, Liu returned and 
allegedly “attempted to forcefully 

fan [out]” a deck of cards.
The gaming news outlet said 

officials believe Liu sent images 
of deck sequences to an accom-
plice, who examined the photos 
and provided Liu with betting in-
structions via a hidden earpiece.

Casino security identified him 
through his loyalty card and 
learned he was suspected of be-
ing part of a “professional cheat-
ing ring” that conned two casinos 
in Biloxi, MS.

Days later, Liu was arrested at 
O’Hare to face charges involv-
ing the new Bally’s casino down-
town.

If Liu completes his probation 
successfully, the misdemeanor 
charge will be dropped.

He was at least the second per-
son to be criminally charged with 

cheating from p. 9

placed on routine administrative du-
ties for a minimum period of 30 days.

This matter remains under investi-
gation and all further inquiries can be 
directed to the Civilian Office of Police 
Accountability at 312-746-3609.

Five years for man  
who attacked flight attendant  
with a log, leaving her  
horribly wounded on the Mag Mile

The man who horribly wounded a 
flight attendant by hitting her in the 
head with a log on a Magnificent Mile 
sidewalk was given a five-year prison 
sentence on April 9.

Bruce Diamond, 54, pleaded guilty 
to aggravated battery causing great 
bodily harm in exchange for the sen-
tence from Judge Anjana Hansen. 
After receiving various credits, he will 
likely be paroled in 13 months.

The victim, a 23-year-old flight at-
tendant who was enjoying a layover 
with a co-worker, remained unre-
sponsive for days after the Nov. 13, 
2023, attack in front of Burberry, 633 
N. Michigan. Officials said the woman 
received significant head and brain 
injuries, but no updates have been re-

leased regarding her recovery.
Footage from a city surveillance 

camera, secured by this reporter 
through a public 
records request, 
showed the attack. 
It showed people 
were going about 
their day shortly af-
ter 2 p.m. as a small 
group of shoppers 
headed north past 
the Burberry store.

Diamond was heading south on 
the same sidewalk. Gripped under his 
right arm was a long, white log that 
prosecutors said he had just stolen 
from a decorative display at a nearby 
Starbucks.

Directly in front of the Burberry 
entrance, Diamond hoisted the log 
above his shoulder and hurled it di-
rectly at the woman. It struck her in 
the head, rendering her unconscious 
and sending her falling to the pave-
ment.

Prosecutors said the victim “sus-
tained bruising, swelling, and bleed-
ing to her brain, a hemorrhage, and a 
fracture to her left mastoid.”

As bystanders stopped to help the 
woman, Diamond picked up the log 

police beat from p. 8

case one day some police officer 
decides to target Plaintiffs for 
specific investigation - warranted 
or unwarranted.”

In a statement released at the 
time the lawsuit was filed, Bed-
narz - who is a lawyer - said: “The 
Fourth Amendment is meant to 
protect us from unreasonable 
search and seizure, but how can 
that right be upheld when the 
state is perpetually searching ev-
ery citizen?” 

The lawsuit sought injunctions 
blocking police from operating 
the plate reader networks and 
from installing new plate readers 
elsewhere.

After nearly a year of proceed-
ings, Pacold denied the request 
for the injunction.

She rejected the plaintiffs’ at-
tempt to compare the license 
plate scans to police gathering 
cell phone location data without a 
warrant, and then using that data 

Bruce Diamond

and raised it over his shoulder, seem-
ingly to threaten passersby. They 
turned on their heels and ran.

Diamond continued walking south, 
took one step into Ontario St., then 
walked back toward the fallen victim. 
At the same time, a Chicago police 
officer walked into camera range. He 
ordered Diamond to drop the log and 
placed him into custody.

vLess than a week after the attack, 
prosecutors dropped the pending 
misdemeanor battery case that he 
went AWOL from.

Prosecutors said Diamond had 21 
criminal convictions in Ohio since 
2011. In one of those cases, he was ac-
cused of throwing a rock at a Cincin-
nati Fire Dept. ambulance in the city’s 
Government Square, according to a 
contemporaneous report by the Cin-
cinnati Enquirer.

Diamond’s five-year sentence will 
be halved for good behavior. He is also 
receiving credits for 517 days earned 
in jail. That leaves him with a balance 
of 400 days to serve in prison.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com

to re-create a suspect’s move-
ments.

While courts have ruled such 
warrantless acquisition of mo-
bile device location data to be 
unconstitutional, Pacold said the 
license plate reader systems are 
different.

“Knowing what portions of an 
expressway someone passes tells 
the government far less about the 
‘privacies of life,’ than data that 
‘tracks nearly exactly the move-
ments of [a cellphone’s] owner,’” 
Pacold wrote, citing the U.S. Su-
preme Court’s 2018 decision in 
Carpenter v United States.

“... ALPRs do not allow the gov-
ernment to ‘achieve near perfect 
surveillance, as if it had attached 
an ankle monitor’ to someone.”

The judge agreed with the state 
that the plaintiffs can’t show any 
law enforcement personnel are ac-
tively tracking their movements, 
only that a system is logging re-
cords of where their vehicles may 
have been on public roads at par-
ticular moments in time, which 
police may be able to search at 
a later time, should the data be 
needed to aid an investigation.

And the judge said she did not 
believe plaintiffs could show they 
had any constitutional right to 
move about the state without any-
one photographing their vehicles 
or their license plates in public.

cheating at the Chicago Bally’s 
casino since it opened in Sept. 
2023.

Early last year, prosecutors 
charged Isaias Garcia-Martinez 
with placing a 200-to-1 bet at a 
Bally’s baccarat table after the 
cards were dealt and the outcome 
of the hand was known. The deal-
er, not realizing he had placed the 
bet after the game was over, paid 
him $5,000, and he walked away, 
according to the allegations.

Gaming agents arrested him 
when he returned to the casino 
two days later. Garcia-Martinez 
pleaded guilty to felony theft last 
year and received two years of 
probation, according to court re-
cords.

A special walking event will be 
held Saturday, May 3, when thou-
sands of people around the globe 
will participate in the 17th annual 
World Labyrinth Day as a moving 
meditation for peace and celebra-
tion of the labyrinth experience. 

Those who choose to join a  
local labyrinth at 1:00 p.m.  
may do so with Saint Pauls  
United Church of Christ, 2335  
N. Orchard St., who will sponsor 
a walk in their Gymnasium from 
12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. 

They will use their labyrinth 
walk as a short introduction to the 
labyrinth. 

Labyrinths are found through-
out the world with the oldest  
dating back thousands of years.  
In contemporary use, labyrinths 
provide an opportunity for per-
sonal reflection, spiritual prac-
tice and the reduction of stress in 
many different public and private 
settings. 

Over 6,000 labyrinths are list-
ed on the World-Wide Labyrinth  
Locator website: labyrinthlocator.
com. For more information visit 
worldlabyrinthday.org.

“Walk as One  
at 1”  

May 3  
with World 

Labyrinth Day

“... ISP does not even 
have unreasonable  

suspicion: they have  
no suspicion at all,”  

the lawsuit said.  
“Rather, they collect  

all the public movements 
of every car they can  

in Illinois - and  
every car they can 

around the country.
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Autos Wanted
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Commercial Space for Rent
Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 800 to 
1000 square feet, $15 per foot / UP. Three-year 
lease @ $15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven 
funds. 773-772-0808 please leave message.

Coins

For Sale
Trailer for sale, for boat or jet ski. Rims, jacks, spare 
wheels included. $457. Call 773-818-0808

Health & Fitness
Attention oxygen therapy users! Discover oxygen 
therapy that moves with you with Inogen Portable 
Oxygen Concentrators. Free information kit. 1-833-
650-5419

Dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400+ procedures. Real den-
tal insurance - not just a discount plan. Get your free 
Information Kit with details! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP REPLACEMENT SUR-
GERY AND SUFFERED AN INFECTION DUE TO 
USE OF A BAIR HUGGER (BLUE BLANKET), be-
tween 2020 and the present time, You may be entitled 
to compensation. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills SPE-
CIAL $119.00! Shipped discreetly to your home. 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 800-709-3080

Home Services
AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM 
DAMAGE? You need a local expert provider that 
proudly stands behind their work.  Fast, free esti-
mate. Financing available.  Call 1-888-878-9091 
Have zip code of property ready when calling!

Water damage cleanup & restoration: A small 
amount of water can lead to major damage in your 
home. Our trusted professionals do complete re-
pairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-888-872-2809. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

Janitorial

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rat-
ing COMMON AREAS CLEANING•  
OFFICE CLEANING - CARPET 
CLEANING • POWER WASHING - 
SNOW REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Miscellaneous
Bath & shower updates in as little as 1 day! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior & military 
discounts available. 1-877-543-9189

Become a published author. We want to read your 
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & distribution. Call 
for free author`s guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Consumer Cellular - same reliable, nationwide cov-
erage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees free activation. All plans feature 
unlimited talk & text, starting at just $20/mo. Call 
1-877-751-0866

 Service Directory/Classifieds
To place an ad, call 773-465-9700 or email:  

insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com   
Deadline: 5pm Mondays

A Red’s Hauling Service
Removal of unwanted items  

from Basements, Garages, Attics,  
Businesses, Estate Clearance

Senior Citizen Discount
FREE ESTIMATES

773-616-0979
redshaulingservice.com

Furniture Removal/ 
Junk Removal

Miscellaneous cont.
DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB 
Games! Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos 
Stream on 20 devices at once. HBO Max included 
for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or higher.) No con-
tract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-866-859-0405

Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover 
the ideal solution for anyone who struggles on the 
stairs, is concerned about a fall or wants to regain 
access to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today! 
1-833-399-3595

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-833-610-1936

Home break-ins take less than 60 seconds. Don’t 
wait! Protect your family, your home, your assets 
now for as little as 70¢/day! 1-844-591-7951

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way 
up. Credit cards. Medical bills. Car loans. Do you 
have $10k or more in debt? Call National Debt 
Relief and find out how to pay off your debt for sig-
nificantly less than what you owe! Free quote: Call 
1-844-955-4930

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little as one day. For a limited 
time, waving all installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. Offer 
ends 6/30/25. 1-844-501-3208

MobileHelp America’s premier mobile medical alert 
system. Whether you’re home or away. For safety 
& peace of mind. No long term contracts! Free bro-
chure! Call 1-888-489-3936

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER, 
MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR 
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a 
free 5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase* Call 
1-855-948-6176 today to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a power move.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 877-305-1535  
 
Replace your roof w/the best looking & longest last-
ing material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles 
& multiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer up to 50% off install + 
Additional 10% off install (military, health & 1st re-
sponders.) 1-833-370-1234

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring our free shower 
package & $1600 off - limited time! Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

We buy houses for cash as is! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step process: Call, get 
cash offer & get paid. Get your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-844-877-5833

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancel-
lation Experts Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free info package & 
learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive reviews. 833-308-1971

Home Remodeling:  
Kitchens, Bathrooms,  

Basements & Exteriors
Commercial Services:  

Office Remodeling, Tenant Improvements,  
Commercial Doors & more

P & L  
Construction Services, Inc.

847-361-6306
www.plconstructionservicesinc.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

• Welder Generator
• Drain Rodder
• Ridgid Threading Machine
• Tank Torch Set    
• Ridgid Plumbing Tools

TOOL  
LIQUIDATION

101supplyok@gmail.com
773-818-0808

RECYCLED • CHEAP

TOOL LIQUIDATION

TUCKPOINTING

ACCURATE  
EXTERIOR

& MASONRY
Specializing in Tuckpointing  

Chimneys, Brick Work, Lintel, 
Parapet Walls, Parging,  

City Violations & Roofing.
Rated “A” on Angie’s List

Licensed and Insured
Free Estimate

773-592-4535
(10S14A)

• TUCKPOINTING • BRICKWORK
• MASONRY • CHIMNEY

• MASONRY VIOLATIONS CORRECTED
• LINTEL REPLACEMENT

• ROOFING • PARAPET WALLS
• GUTTERS • SOFFIT/FASCIA

10% DISCOUNT
FREE ESTIMATES - INSURED

(773) 774-0444
www.MarksTuckpointing.com

ROOFING

GENERAC GENERATORS

BATH REMODEL

To Advertise 
Call 773-465-9700 

Sleeping Rooms

Nice room w/ stove, fridge 
& bath. Near ALDI,  

Walgreens, beach, Red 
Line & buses. Elevator & 
Laundry. $149/wk and up. 

773-275-4442

Cook County - Chicago

BIG ROOM with stove, 
fridge, bath & nice wood 
floors. Near Red Line & 

Buses. Elevator & Laundry, 
Shopping. $139/wk.  

773-561-4970

Clean room, refrigerator, 
microwave, near Oak Park, 
Food-For-Less, Walmart, 

Walgreens, Laundry,  
Buses and Metra.

$140.00 a week and up.
$595.00 a month and up.

773-637-5957
Cook County - Chicago

Cook County - Chicago

WINDOWS

4935 W. Le Moyne St., Chicago, IL 60651
773-379-3500   www.advancedwindow.com

Advanced Window Corp.

American and European Windows & Doors
Manufacturing & Sales

VIST OUR SHOWROOM TODAY

GLASS & SCREEN REPAIRS DONE FAST!

Pool Maintenance
Common Area  

Cleaning & Pool Maintenance  
for your building. 

Certified and Insured.  
Flexible schedule.
SB Cleaning, Inc.

773-307-0537

EYE CARE

Eye Exam with 3 Month Supply
of Acuvue Oasys sph $120

Making Eyeglasses in 1 Hour
Free Eye Exam with Purchase 
of a Complete Pair of Glasses

SUPERIOR EYECARE
SINCE 1987

WWW.SUPERIOREYECARECHICAGO.COM

773-525-1601
2947 N. Broadway

1152 W. Diversey Parkway
NEW LOCATION!

Pro Self Storage intends to enforce its lien  
on certain self-service Storage Spaces in default 

listed below on the 24th of April, 2025 at  
12:00 p.m. at 3632 E. Lake Ave.  

Wilmette, IL 60091 at www.storagetreasures.com 
with the sale to conclude no earlier than 12:00 p.m.

G3 Mariana Prince

Notice of Public Sale

REPAIRS
ROOFS • GUTTERS

CARPENTRY 
WINDOWS

SIDING • DOORS

Call John:
(312) 301-9980

HANDYMAN

SOLO J&D
REMODELING INC.
HANDYMAN SPECIALIST

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
HOME REMODELING

PAINTING & PLASTERING
POWER WASHING,  
DECKS & MORE!

Call Don: (773) 865-6261
Email: taz.gg9665@gmail.com

Habla Español

East Bank Storage at 1200 W. 35th St.,  
773-247-3000, is opening lockers:  

3C3233 (Harold Chapman), 3E3463 (Pam Eng), 
3E3464 (Pam Eng),  

3D3340 (Hinshaw Culbertson LLP),  
3D3313 (Hinshaw Culbertson LLP),  

3D3303 (Mark Jaroszewski),  
3E3425 (Nicholette Phillips),  

1C2084 (Jaquies Phillips) 3D3346 (Jesse Reed), 
4C4191 (Carl Smith) and 3F3628 (Giles Travis) for 

public sale of miscellaneous items.  
This sale is to be held on  

Thursday, April 24, 2025 at 2:00 pm. Cash only.

Notice of Public Sale

Pro Self Storage intends to enforce its lien on 
certain self service Storage Spaces in default listed 

below on the 24th of April, 2025 at 12:00 p.m. 
at 2724 W. 21st St, Chicago, Il 60608 at www.

storagetreasures.com with the sale to conclude no 
earlier than 12:00 p.m. 1030 Jasmine Bell, 1116 

Delisa Newell, 2026 Jessica Ruiz This public sale 
will result in the goods being sold to the highest 

bidder. The winning bidder must pay by cash at the 
time he/she is declared the winning bidder. Certain 
terms and conditions apply; see the Manager for 

additional details.

Notice of Public Sale

Before

After

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions 
may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and 
the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, 

DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License 
numbers available at eriehome.com/erie-licenses/

FREE ESTIMATE

50%

MADE IN THE U.S.A.

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE  when tackling your roof!

Receive a free 5−year warranty 
with qualifying purchase* 
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 866−643−0438 to 
schedule your free quote!

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

Consider supporting us with a
Print Subscription or Digital Subscription

Enjoy reading the kind of news 
you can’t get anywhere else?

we appreciate your support

Name: __________________________________________________________________

Email Address: ___________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: __________________________________________________________

Contribution Amount: $ ___________________________________________________

Monthly Contribution  o        One-time Contribution  o

Credit Card #: ____________________________________________________________

Exp. Date: _____________________________  CVV:_ ____________________________

Clip and send in the attached form:

Mail form and/or check to: Inside Publications , 6221 N. Clark St., Chicago, IL 60660

Donations are not tax deductibleOr subscribe and pay online at: www.insideonline.comCALL 773-465-9700

advertise your garage sale  
in your friendly  

neighborhood newspaper
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Real Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale

Lakeview Township Real Estate For Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL TRUST COMPANY, 
AS TRUSTEE FOR HARBORVIEW MORTGAGE 
LOAN TRUST 2005-9 MORTGAGE LOAN PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2005-9,
Plaintiff,
-v.-
JOHN LYDON, SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF 
BRANISLAV ZURIC, DECEASED; STATE OF IL-
LINOIS; ILLINOIS HEALTHCARE AND FAMILY 
SERVICES; 4343 CLARENDON CONDOMINIUM 
ASSOCIATION; THE BOARDWALK CONDOMIN-
IUM ASSOCIATION; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS; CEDOMIR ZURIC; 
RADE ZURIC; RUMICA KRUSCIC; FRIDA MU-
RUKAS A/K/A FRIEDA MURUKAS; RADULE ZU-
RIC; OLIVERA ZURIC; IVAN ZURIC; UNKNOWN 
HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF BRANISLAV ZURIC; 
STEFAN ZURIC,
Defendants.
2023CH02935
4343 North Clarendon Avenue Apt 2202, Chicago, 
IL 60613
NOTICE OF SALE PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale entered in the above cause on 2/24/2025, 
an agent of Auction.com, LLC will conduct the auc-
tion in person at 12:00 PM on May 28, 2025 located 
at 100 N LaSalle St., Suite 1400, Chicago, IL 60606, 
and will sell at public sale to the highest bidder, as 
set forth below, the following described real estate.
Commonly known as 4343 North Clarendon Av-
enue Apt 2202, Chicago, IL 60613 Property Index 
No. 14-16-300-032-1044
The real estate is improved with a Condominium. 
The judgment amount was $193,369.16 Sale 
Terms: 20% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to Auction.
com, LLC, No third party checks will be accepted. 
All registered bidders need to provide a photo ID in 
order to bid. The balance, in certified funds/or wire 
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. (relief 
fee not required) The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against said real estate and is 
offered for sale without any representation as to 
quality or quantity of title and without recourse to 
plaintiff and in "AS IS" condition. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by the court. Upon payment 
in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive 
a certificate of sale that will entitle the purchaser to 
a deed to the real estate after confirmation of the 
sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property, prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information. 
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by the Condominium property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9 (g)(l) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 

condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation 
by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
Where a sale of real estate is made to satisfy a 
lien prior to that of the United States, the United 
States shall have one year from the date of sale 
within which to redeem, except that with respect 
to a lien arising under the internal revenue laws 
the period shall be 120 days or the period allow-
able for redemption under State law, whichever is 
longer, and in any case in which, under the provi-
sions of section 505 of the Housing Act of 1950, as 
amended (12 U.S.C. 1701k), and subsection (d) of 
section 3720 of title 38 of the United States Code, 
the right to redeem does not arise, there shall be no 
right of redemption.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, examine the court file, CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030 
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR 
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-24-02455
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Attorney Code. 21762
Case Number: 2024 CH 05489
TJSC#: 45-476

the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC Plain-
tiff's Attorneys, One North Dearborn Street, Suite 
1200, Chicago, IL, 60602. Tel No. (312) 346-9088.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC
One North Dearborn Street, Suite 1200
Chicago IL, 60602
312-346-9088
E-Mail: pleadings@mccalla.com
Attorney File No. 24-18121IL_1056696
Attorney Code. 61256
Case Number: 24 CH 03426
TJSC#: 45-563
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 24 CH 03426
I3263397

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT – CHANCERY DIVISION 
NEWREZ LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE 
SERVICING, 
Plaintiff, 
-v.- 
MARIE LEE; JOHN LEE; UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, 
Defendants. 
2022CH11550 
1615 West Granville Avenue,  
Chicago, IL 60660 
NOTICE OF SALE 
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on 2/10/2025, an agent of Auction.
com, LLC will conduct the auction in person at 12:00 
PM on 5/14/2025 located at 100 N LaSalle St., Suite 
1400, Chicago, IL 60606, and will sell at public sale 
to the highest bidder, as set forth below, the follow-
ing described real estate. 
Commonly known as 1615 West Granville Avenue, 
Chicago, IL 60660 
Property Index No. 14-06-217-006-0000 

foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by the Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15-1701 (C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
For information, contact Plaintiffs attorney: McCalla 
Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC (312) 346-9088 please 
refer to file number 23-14056IL.
Auction.com, LLC 100 N LaSalle St., Suite 1400 
Chicago, IL 60606 - 872-225-4985 You can also 
visit www.auction.com.
Attorney File No. 23-14056IL Case Number: 
2023CH02935
NOTE: PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COL-
LECTION PRACTICES ACT, YOU ARE ADVISED 
THAT PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY IS DEEMED 
TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OB-
TAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
I3262500

161616 ------------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
PHH MORTGAGE CORPORATION
Plaintiff,
-v.-
DONNA TUNTEVICH, UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA - SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, THE STATESMAN 
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants
2024 CH 05489
5601 NORTH SHERIDAN ROAD UNIT 14E
CHICAGO, IL 60660
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered 
in the above cause on February 7, 2025, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on May 9, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, 
IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, the following described 
real estate:
Commonly known as 5601 NORTH SHERIDAN 
ROAD UNIT 14E, CHICAGO, IL 60660
Property Index No. 14-05-411-012-1083
The real estate is improved with a residence.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will 
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire 
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS" 

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2024 CH 05489
I3263994

090909 -----------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
SERVBANK, SB
Plaintiff,
-v.-
BEKNAZAR MENGLIMAMATOV, ANGELIQUE 
TALLY, SHORELINE PARK CONDOMINIUM AS-
SOCIATION, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants
24 CH 03426
4960 NORTH MARINE DRIVE APARTMENT 610
CHICAGO, IL 60640
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on February 20, 2025, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on May 6, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, 
IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, the following described 
real estate:
Commonly known as 4960 NORTH MARINE DRIVE 
APARTMENT 610, CHICAGO, IL 60640
Property Index No. 14-08-412-040-1188
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certi-
fied funds at the close of the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks 
will be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or 
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. 
The subject property is subject to general real es-
tate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes 
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as to quality or quantity 
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS 
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 

The real estate is improved with a Single Family 
Residence. 
The judgment amount was $406,396.36 
     Sale Terms: 20% down of the highest bid by 
certified funds at the close of the sale payable to 
Auction.com, LLC, No third party checks will be 
accepted. All registered bidders need to provide a 
photo ID in order to bid. The balance, in certified 
funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) 
hours. (relief fee not required) The subject property 
is subject to general real estate taxes, special as-
sessments, or special taxes levied against said real 
estate and is offered for sale without any represen-
tation as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to plaintiff and in “AS IS" condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court. 
     Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the 
purchaser will receive a certificate of sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale. 
     The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property, prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the court file to verify all information. 
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by the Condominium property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9 (g)(l) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by the Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1). 
     IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701 (C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW. 
     For information, contact Plaintiffs attorney: Mc-
Calla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC (312) 346-9088 
please refer to file number 23-15212IL. 
Auction.com, LLC 
100 N LaSalle St., Suite 1400 Chicago, IL 60606 
– 872-225-4985 
You can also visit www.auction.com.  
Attorney File No. 23-15212IL 
Case Number: 2022CH11550  
NOTE: PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COL-
LECTION PRACTICES ACT, YOU ARE ADVISED 
THAT PLAINTIFF’S ATTORNEY IS DEEMED 
TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OB-
TAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
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Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad  

For 3 Consecutive Weeks 
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Rogers Park Township Real Estate For Sale

N E W S  S T A R

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. Banlc Trust National Association, as Trustee 
for LB-Treehouse Series V Trust
Plaintiff
vs.
Matthew P. Brown; Mortgage Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc.; Guaranteed Rate, Inc.; 1441 
West Farwell Condominium Association; Unknown 
Owners and Nonrecord Claimants
Defendant
24 CH 7777
CALENDAR 58
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to 
a Judgment of Foreclosure entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion will on May 19, 2025, at the hour 11:00 a.m., 
Intercounty's office, 120 West Madison Street, 
Suite 718A, Chicago, IL 60602, sell to the highest 
bidder for cash, the following described mortgaged 
real estate:
P.I.N. 11-32-121-021-1021.
Commonly known as 1441 West Farwell Ave., 
Condo 4E, Chicago, IL 60626.
The real estate is: condominium residence. The 
purchaser of the unit other than a mortgagee shall 
pay the assessments and the legal fees required 
by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 9 of the 
Condominium Property Act.. Sale terms: At sale, 
the bidder must have 10% down by certified funds, 
balance within 24 hours, by certified funds. No re-
funds. The property will NOT be open for inspection. 
Prospective bidders are admonished to check the 
court file to verify all information.
For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's 
Attorney, Sottile & Barile, LLC, 7530 Lucerne Drive, 
Suite 210, Middleburg Heights, Ohio 44130. (440) 
572-1511. ILF2403015
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION

out any representation as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS" 
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation 
by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Condominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC Plain-
tiff's Attorneys, One North Dearborn Street, Suite 
1200, Chicago, IL, 60602. Tel No. (312) 346-9088.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 

P.I.N. 11-31-210-038-1013.
Commonly known as 7001-17 N. WOLCOTT AVE. 
A/K/A 1846-52 W. LUNT, UNIT 7007-3 A/K/A 7007 
N. WOLCOTT AVE., UNIT 3, CHICAGO, IL 60626.
The real estate is: condominium residence. The 
purchaser of the unit other than a mortgagee shall 
pay the assessments and the legal fees required 
by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 9 of the 
Condominium Property Act.. Sale terms: At sale, the 
bidder must have 10% down by certified funds, bal-
ance within 24 hours, by certified funds. No refunds. 
The property will NOT be open for inspection. Pro-
spective bidders are admonished to check the court 
file to verify all information.
For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's 
Attorney, Law Offices of Ira T. Nevel, 175 North 
Franklin Street, Suite 201, Chicago, Illinois 60606. 
(312) 357-1125. 24-00948
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3263741

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 
NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY 
AS OWNER TRUSTEE FOR LEGACY MORTGAGE 
ASSET TRUST 2018-RPL3
Plaintiff
vs.
JOHN J. STAMOOLIS A/K/A JOHN STAMOOLIS, 
SHERWIN ON THE LAKE CONDOMINIUM AS-
SOCIATION, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendant
22 CH 5665
CALENDAR 63
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to 
a Judgment of Foreclosure entered in the above 

intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3264147

161616 ------------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 
NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY 
AS OWNER TRUSTEE FOR RCF 2 ACQUISITION 
TRUST
Plaintiff,
-v.-
SATESH B DAIBY
Defendants
2019 CH 00259
1826 WEST PRATT BOULEVARD
CHICAGO, IL 60626
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on July 9, 2024, an agent for The 
Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on May 
12, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, One 
South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, IL, 
60606, sell at public in-person sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, the following described 
real estate:
Commonly known as 1826 WEST PRATT BOULE-
VARD, CHICAGO, IL 60626
Property Index No. 11-31-224-029-0000
The real estate is improved with a tan concrete, two-
story single family home, detached garage.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will 
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire 
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-

at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC
One North Dearborn Street, Suite 1200
Chicago IL, 60602
312-346-9088
E-Mail: pleadings@mccalla.com
Attorney File No. 21-07497IL_700922
Attorney Code. 61256
Case Number: 2019 CH 00259
TJSC#: 44-3263
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2019 CH 00259
I3263784

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 
NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY, BUT SOLELY 
IN ITS CAPACITY AS TRUSTEE FOR CITIGROUP 
MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST 2021-RP5
Plaintiff
vs.
SCOTT C. GLUMM, WOLCOTT COURT CONDO-
MINIUM ASSOCIATION
Defendant
24 CH 4431
CALENDAR 60
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to 
a Judgment of Foreclosure entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion will on May 13, 2025, at the hour 11:00 a.m., 
Intercounty's office, 120 West Madison Street, 
Suite 718A, Chicago, IL 60602, sell to the highest 
bidder for cash, the following described mortgaged 
real estate:

entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion will on May 13, 2025, at the hour 11:00 a.m., 
Intercounty's office, 120 West Madison Street, 
Suite 718A, Chicago, IL 60602, sell to the highest 
bidder for cash, the following described mortgaged 
real estate:
P.I.N. 11-29-318-014-1028.
Commonly known as 1205 W. SHERWIN AVE., 
UNIT 301, CHICAGO, IL 60626.
The real estate is: condominium residence. The 
purchaser of the unit other than a mortgagee shall 
pay the assessments and the legal fees required 
by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 9 of the 
Condominium Property Act.. Sale terms: At sale, 
the bidder must have 10% down by certified funds, 
balance within 24 hours, by certified funds. No re-
funds. The property will NOT be open for inspec-
tion. Prospective bidders are admonished to check 
the court file to verify all information.
For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's 
Attorney, Law Offices of Ira T. Nevel, 175 North 
Franklin Street, Suite 201, Chicago, Illinois 60606. 
(312) 357-1125. 22-01516
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3263700

090909 ----------------------------------------------------
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / 24 HOURS A DAY
8 BAY SELF-SERVICE

2 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC
5450 N. DAMEN  (at Rascher)

BEST KEPT SECRET

SUPER CAR WASH 

Veteran Owned & Operated for 50 Years

urban flooding reduction needed 
here and elsewhere in the city.

In 2015, the Center for Neigh-
borhood Technology developed a 
custom  “Rain Ready” survey to 
help the Graceland West neigh-
borhood better identify and trou-
bleshoot neighborhood stormwa-
ter run-off and flooding issues 
including intersection, basement 
and vehicle  flooding. They en-
couraged the use of permeable 
concrete for Greenview sidewalks 
from Irving Park to Belle Plaine 
and for all new or replaced park-
ing pads.

Leaf Cleanup
Greenview intersection and 

street leaf cleanup began in 2012 
and expanded to all streets in 
2016.  GWCA Council Members 
and Block Reps lead this and 
GWCA and Lake View High 
School partner on this effort. The 

Leaf Cleanup event helps keep 
leaves and other debris out of 
sewers which is important to in-
crease capacity, reduce blockage, 
and decrease the number of clea-
nouts required.

Stormwater absorption pol-
linator pathways

GWCA has increased pollina-
tor habitats and increased storm-
water absorption by installing na-
tive plant pollinator pathways on 
corners throughout their neigh-
borhood. 

The original demonstration 
corner was installed in 2016 at the 
SW Corner of Belle Plaine and 
Greenview.  It is an example of 
what a home or condo owner can 
easily do to absorb about 2,000 
gallons of annual stormwater. 

The native plants selected in-
clude habitat for  the endangered 
rusty patched bumblebee,  other 
pollinators, birds, bats and ben-
eficial insects.   There are now 7 

installations and we plan to install 
more each Spring.

Soil was amended 9 to 12 inch-
es deep (peat moss and compost 
were incorporated into existing 
clay and sandy soil) for maximum 
permeability. 

As noted above, GWCA encour-
aged all neighbors to add another 
100 sq. ft. of permeable space (for 
a typical 25” x 125” city lot) to 
capture stormwater where it falls 
to help prevent stormwater runoff, 
standing water and vehicle, street 
and basement flooding.

stormwater from p. 4

The Broadway United Meth-
odist Church will be hosting a 
public event in showing a series 
of documentaries for Earth Day, 
starting at 6:30 p.m. Friday, April 
25, at 3338 N. Broadway.

The One Earth Film Festival 
will feature 50 States of Sustain-
ability, a series of short documen-
taries that highlight people work-

50 States of Sustainability April 25
ing to make the United States of 
America more sustainable, fea-
turing examples from the govern-
ment, corporate and non-profit 
sectors. 

Refreshments will be served 
prior to the show. For tickets or 
more information call 773-348-
2679.

News tips? Call 773-465-9700

The Leaf Cleanup event 
helps keep leaves and 

other debris out of  
sewers which is impor-

tant to increase capacity, 
reduce blockage, and 

decrease the number of 
cleanouts required.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
PROVIDENT FUNDING ASSOCIATES, L.P.
Plaintiff,
-v.-
JUNYAN LIU, 474 NORTH LAKE SHORE DRIVE 
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION
Defendants
2024 CH 09037
474 N LAKE SHORE DR 1806
CHICAGO, IL 60611
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on February 10, 2025, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on May 12, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, 
IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, the following described 
real estate:
Commonly known as 474 N LAKE SHORE DR 
1806, CHICAGO, IL 60611
Property Index No. 17-10-222-007-1024, 17-10-
222-007-1628
The real estate is improved with a residence.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certi-
fied funds at the close of the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks 
will be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or 
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. 
The subject property is subject to general real es-
tate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes 
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as to quality or quantity 
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS 
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, examine the court file, CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030 
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR 
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.

redemption.
The property will NOT be open for inspection 
and plaintiff makes no representation as to the 
condition of the property. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the court file to verify all in-
formation.
If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a gov-
ernment agency (driver's license, passport, etc.) in 
order to gain entry into our building and the fore-
closure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, examine the court file, CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030 
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR 
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-23-06923
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Attorney Code. 21762
Case Number: 2024 CH 00453
TJSC#: 45-687
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2024 CH 00453
I3264224

161616 ------------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 
NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY 
AS OWNER TRUSTEE FOR RCF 2 ACQUISITION 
TRUST
Plaintiff,
-v.-
MICHAEL TAURO, 30 EAST HURON CONDO-
MINIUM ASSOCIATION
Defendants
2024 CH 05851
30 E HURON STREET UNIT 2010
CHICAGO, IL 60611
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered 
in the above cause on October 16, 2024, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on May 5, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY, FSB, 
NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY, BUT SOLELY 
AS TRUSTEE OF NRPL TRUST 2019-1
Plaintiff
vs.
LORI M. QUINT A/K/A L. QUINT-DEMPSEY 
A/K/A LORI M. QUINT-DEMPSEY, MICHAEL 
C. DEMPSEY, FIFTH THIRD BANK, N.A., SUC-
CESSOR IN INTEREST TO CORUS BANK, N.A., 
PNC BANK, N.A., SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST 
TO MIDWEST BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, 
EMIGRANT BANK A/K/A EMIGRANT MORTGAGE 
COMPANY, INC., UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
STATE OF ILLINOIS, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendant
20 CH 7488
CALENDAR 60
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to 
a Judgment of Foreclosure entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion will on May 12, 2025, at the hour 11:00 a.m., 
Intercounty's office, 120 West Madison Street, 
Suite 718A, Chicago, IL 60602, sell to the highest 
bidder for cash, the following described mortgaged 
real estate:
P.I.N. 14-29-417-009-0000.
Commonly known as 1133 WEST LILL AVE., CHI-
CAGO, IL 60614.
The real estate is: single family residence. If the 
subject mortgaged real estate is a unit of a com-
mon interest community, the purchaser of the unit 
other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments 
required by subsection (g-1) of Section 18.5 of the 
Condominium Property Act. Sale terms: At sale, the 
bidder must have 10% down by certified funds, bal-
ance within 24 hours, by certified funds. No refunds. 
The property will NOT be open for inspection. Pro-
spective bidders are admonished to check the court 
file to verify all information.
For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's 
Attorney, Law Offices of Ira T. Nevel, 175 North 
Franklin Street, Suite 201, Chicago, Illinois 60606. 
(312) 357-1125. 20-01830
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3263674
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
THE HUNTINGTON NATIONAL BANK 
Plaintiff,
-v.-
BOAN INC,, DANIEL GILJEN, 535 NORTH MICHI-
GAN CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants
2023 CH 08782 
535 NORTH MICHIGAN AVE., UNIT 3201 
CHICAGO, IL 60611 
NOTICE OF SALE
      PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered 
in the above cause on January 30, 2025, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on May 1, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, 
IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, the following described 
real estate:
      Commonly known as 535 NORTH MICHIGAN 
AVE., UNIT 3201, CHICAGO, IL 60611     
 Property Index No. 17-10-122-025-1445
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $280,630.43.

15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-24-05848
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Attorney Code. 21762
Case Number: 2024 CH 09037
TJSC#: 45-571
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2024 CH 09037
I3264241

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
MORTGAGE ASSETS MANAGEMENT, LLC
Plaintiff,
-v.-
MICHAEL A. IGNACIO, AS INDEPENDENT AD-
MINISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE OF ARTEMIO 
D. IGNACIO, MICHAEL A. IGNACIO, MARIA C. 
GORDON, THERESA JANE IGNACIO, RICHARD 
N. IGNACIO, UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES 
OF ARTEMIO D. IGNACIO JR., LAKE POINT TOW-
ER GARAGE CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - SECRETARY 
OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT, 
LAKE POINT TOWER CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIA-
TION, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS
Defendants
2024 CH 00453
505 NORTH LAKE SHORE DRIVE, UNIT 6512
CHICAGO, IL 60611
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on February 10, 2025, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on May 12, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, 
IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, the following described 
real estate:
Commonly known as 505 NORTH LAKE SHORE 
DRIVE, UNIT 6512, CHICAGO, IL 60611
Property Index No. 17-10-214-016-1019
The real estate is improved with a residence.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certi-
fied funds at the close of the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks 
will be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or 
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. 
The subject property is subject to general real es-
tate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes 
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as to quality or quantity 
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS 
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
Where a sale of real estate is made to satisfy a lien 
prior to that of the United States, the United States 
shall have one year from the date of sale within 
which to redeem, except that with respect to a lien 
arising under the internal revenue laws the period 
shall be 120 days or the period allowable for re-
demption under State law, whichever is longer, and 
in any case in which, under the provisions of section 
505 of the Housing Act of 1950, as amended (12 
U.S.C. 1701k), and subsection (d) of section 3720 
of title 38 of the United States Code, the right to 
redeem does not arise, there shall be no right of 

IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, the following described 
real estate:
Commonly known as 30 E HURON STREET UNIT 
2010, CHICAGO, IL 60611
Property Index No. 17-10-104-037-1120
The real estate is improved with a condo/town-
house.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certi-
fied funds at the close of the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks 
will be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or 
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. 
The subject property is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS" 
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation 
by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, examine the court file, CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030 
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR 
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-23-07312
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Attorney Code. 21762
Case Number: 2024 CH 05851
TJSC#: 45-835
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used for 
that purpose.
Case # 2024 CH 05851
I3263818

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

       Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certi-
fied funds at the close of the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks 
will be accepted.  The balance, in certified funds/or 
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. 
The subject property is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in “AS IS” 
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation 
by the court.
      Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the 
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
      The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the court file to verify all information.
      If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).  If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
      IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
      For information, contact WELTMAN, WEIN-
BERG & REIS CO., LPA Plaintiff's Attorneys, 180 
N. LASALLE STREET, SUITE 2400, CHICAGO, IL, 
60601 (312) 782-9676. Please refer to file number 
WWR 23-000723.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
WELTMAN, WEINBERG & REIS CO., LPA
180 N. LASALLE STREET, SUITE 2400
CHICAGO IL, 60601
312-782-9676
Fax #: 312-782-4201
E-Mail: ChicagoREDG@weltman.com
Attorney File No. WWR 23-000723
Attorney Code. 31495
Case Number: 2023 CH 08782
TJSC#: 45-426
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used for 
that purpose.
Case # 2023 CH 08782
8232-951896
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Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad  

For 3 Consecutive Weeks 
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

CALL 773-818-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave.

Sinks, Tubs, Toilets
Jacuzzis & Radiators
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The Graceland West Commu-
nity Assoc. is hosting a commu-
nity-wide cycling event 10 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. Saturday, April 26, in 
the Lake View High School park-
ing lot, 4015 N. Ashland Ave. 

Events will include a bike and 
bike parts swap meet and dona-
tion station where old bikes are 
given new life. There will also be 

Bike and parts swap  
at Lake View HS April 26The NE Levy Center Village, 

2019 W. Lawrence Ave., will be 
holding their next meeting virtu-
ally via Zoom, at 9 a.m. Wednes-
day, April 23. Kulsum Ameji, a 
Senior Attorney with Legal Aid 
Chicago, will be the guest speak-
er, providing an overview of their 

Levy Center meeting April 23

This hard-hitting exposé by leading 
national muckraker Martha Rosenberg 
blows the lid off of everything you 
thought you knew about Big Pharma 
and Big Food. What goes on behind  
the scenes in these industries is more  
suspicious, more devious, more  
disreputable than you could have  
ever imagined.

If you’re concerned about the safety  
of the drugs you take and the food  
you eat, you owe it to yourself  
to read this important book.

https://www.amazon.com/Big-Food-Pharma- 
Lies-Pharmaceutical/dp/1633889351

Order 
nowF

$21.95   Paperback   396 pages    Prometheus Books  ISBN 978-1-63388-935-4

and teacher pensions.”
Griffin advises that property 

owners who think they are over-
assessed should appeal now. 
There are three steps on the tax 
appeal ladder:

• Visit the assessor’s website: 
www.cookcountyassessor.com, or 
call 312-443-7550 to find compa-
rable properties or start the appeal 
process. The Assessor has just 
started the 2025 appeals process 
where the north suburbs are being 
reassessed.

•  Homeowners and business 
owners also are urged to file with 
the CCBOR. Call (312-603-5542) 
for information, or visit: www.
cookcountyboardofreview.com.

• After the CCBOR appeal, the 
last resort is to file with the Illi-
nois Property Tax Appeals Board 
(217-785-6076), or www.ptab.illi-
nois.gov. Or, for more profession-
al advice, call Michael Griffin, an 
expert tax-assessment lawyer, at 
312-943-1789.

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat 
is co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.

appeals from p. 5

The Common Pantry and 
other organizations are host-
ing a community discussion 
on Chicago’s food ecosystem, 
current trends impacting the 
food system, and ways we can 
improve its sustainability. 

This free event will be held 
5:30 p.m. Thursday, April 24, 
at Common Pantry, 3809 N. 
Lincoln Ave., and is open to all 

Sustainable local food systems  
to be discussed April 24

a kids obstacle course and bike 
decoration station.

The event will wrap up with an 
all-ages bike parade through the 
neighborhood. No reservation is 
required, just show up.

They are also seeking volun-
teers. Those who can help may 
reach out to info@gracelandwest.
org.

Chicago Park District Officials, 
area neighbors and other city offi-
cials plan to cut the ribbon on two 
new pickleball courts and four 
new tennis courts at Revere Park 
on Sunday, April 27.

This project was funded by lo-
cal taxpayer using $400,000 in 
Tax Increment Financing [TIF] 
funds.

Five new pickleball courts  
to open in  

North Center, Lincoln Square
Additionally, Welles Park, 

2333 W. Sunnyside Ave., will re-
ceive $400,000 from the Western 
Ave. North TIF district to sup-
port construction of three pick-
leball courts, the addition of new 
benches, and the rehabilitation of 
an existing sand volleyball court 
and horseshoe pits.

services, and how older adults can 
access them. 

To access the meeting, the Zoom 
meeting ID is 886 8091 2480, and 
the passcode is 142325.

Those who prefer to call in can 
call 312-626-6799, and use the 
same meeting ID and passcode.

community members. There is 
a suggested donation of $15 to 
benefit Common Pantry and 
help fight hunger. 

There is limited seating 
available, and pre-registration 
is requested. Visit https://se-
cure.qgiv.com/for/common-
pantryevents/event/creating-
sustainablefoodsystems/.

After the CCBOR  
appeal, the last resort  
is to file with the  
Illinois Property Tax  
Appeals Board.

Have something on your mind about your community?
Write a Letter To The Editor at insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com
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The annual “Walk in the Park” Lin-
coln Park High School fundraiser this 
year will celebrate 150 years by show-
casing food from local restaurants, a 
silent auction, and art and entertain-
ment provided by the school’s talented 
students. 

The event will be held 6 p.m. to 10 
p.m., Saturday, April 26, at Floating 
World Gallery, 1925 N. Halsted St. 
For tickets or more information visit 
https://www.folphs.org/.

Fundraiser  
for Lincoln Park High 

April 26

Your locally owned Honeybaked Store

2815 N. Ashland Avenue (at Diversey)
773-880-8400
Order Online at Honeybaked.com

The Honey Baked Ham is sliced for your convenience  
and covered with our signature sweet and savory glaze.  

Dinner packages available  
with all your favorite sides for every sized family.

For Easter entertaining  
and all your spring gatherings

Bone-In Half Hams 8 to 11 lbs (serves 10 to 20)  
Bone-In Quarter Hams 4 to 6 lbs (serves 4 to 6)
Boneless Half Hams 3 to 5 lbs (serves 8 to 12)  

Boneless Whole Hams 7 to 8 lbs (serves 20 to 25)
Roasted or Smoked Turkey Breasts Approx 3 lbs (Serves 8 to 10)

Visit HoneyBaked.com to see all your favorite offerings

SKYLINE

An iconic Chicago mall that used to tan-
talize and entice shoppers from all over 
town, as well as tourists and convention-
eers, is shedding square footage hoping to 
stay alive.

The upper floors of Water Tower Place, 
835 N. Michigan Ave., may soon be con-
verted into office and medical space, while 
the first three floors will remain retail.

The mall, built in 1975, was turned back 
over to their mortgage-holder - MetLife 
- by its landlords in lieu of a foreclosure 
in April of 2022 after struggling through 
the recent COVID pandemic, concurrent 

government-imposed economic lockdown, 
and the race riots and looting that victim-
ized Michigan Ave. in 2020. At the height 
of the pandemic, the Magnificent Mile had 
a 33% vacancy rate. According to the Mag-
nificent Mile Assoc. [MMA], that number 
now stands at 26%.

There are though, signs of progress 
along the Mag Mile as the MMA reports 
that foot traffic has returned to 91% of pre-
pandemic levels.

The much-rumored pivot to office or 
medical space for the top portions of the 
fertile mall was made after years of rising 
vacancies and anchor tenant departures, 
including Macy’s, which previously occu-
pied over 300,000 square feet.

The shift in use hopes to keep the mall 

Water Tower Place mall to pivot toward mixed-use
Upper floors would be converted 
to office, medical uses

had plans for 480 units in mid-rise build-
ings but were unable to secure financing. 
El Paso, Texas-based Hunt controlled the 
partnership.

Philadelphia-based Penrose said it left 
the Chicago market completely “after 
many years of failing to make progress on 
tax credit for the [Cabrini] site.” They have 
said that they will not respond to the new 
RFP.

Chicago-based Imagine Group, which 
specializes in affordable and mixed-in-
come housing, said it still wants to play a 
role in the site’s redevelopment.

The new RFP calls for a minimum of 
180 CHA-subsidized units to be built on 
the site. The document also calls for a 
broad mix of market-rate units and those 
classified as affordable under city ordi-
nance. About 450 units in total would be 
authorized, depending on zoning action.

The Cabrini-Green Local Advisory 
Council has been active in long-running lit-
igation in seeking replacement housing for 
Cabrini-Green families, even though some 
of those families have long since given up 
on the CHA’s promise and moved on.

In February, U.S. District Judge Edward 
Chang allowed the new RFP to go forward. 
The RFP uses the address of 1450 N. Lar-
rabee St., an irregular wedge-shaped parcel 
once home to Near North High School.  

The asbestos-filled H.S. closed in 2001 
and was razed in 2023.

Before being razed, the former high 
school served as a training site for the city’s 
police and fire departments. The CFD Scu-
ba Team and Police Training Division held 
training programs there.

cha from p. 1

By Glenn Minnis
The Center Square

As demand for Chicago downtown of-
fice space fell to record-low levels for the 
11th consecutive month in March, accord-
ing to Wirepoints President Ted Dabrowski 
the real victim of the soft real estate market 
is clear: the taxpayer.

“It’s certainly bad news for taxpayers 
because as these property values go down 
in the big office properties, that means the 
property tax bills are going to grow higher 
for residential,” Dabrowski told this re-
porter as the vacancy rates are up nearly 
14% since the start of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

“Maybe there’s a few positive signs in 
the numbers for downtown, but overall it 
still spells big trouble.”

Real estate firm CBRE now pegs the 
area’s overall vacancy rate at 26.5%, and 
estimates that the city’s central business 
district is occupying as much as 2.1 mil-
lion less square feet than it did just a few 
years ago. As a result, neighborhood foot 
traffic continues to remain only a fraction 
of what it once was, meaning that local 
business that remain downtown see fewer 
customers.

Researchers note that owners of newer 
and updated buildings are generally having 
an easier time getting leases signed than 
others, with vacancy rates among top-tier, 
or Class A, office buildings downtown just 
under 21%, compared with a 32% vacancy 
rate among Class B buildings. 

The Class C office building vacancy rate 
in Downtown Chicago was 27.5% at the 
end of 2024.

But according to Cook County Asses-
sor Fritz Kaegi, the majority of commer-
cial property taxes collected in the Central 
Business District now come from Class 
A buildings. While some Class B and C 
buildings are now undergoing commercial 
to residential transitions. 

Chicago office vacancy rates continue to increase
Two big changes are coming to the 

central business district with good and 
bad connotations. First, the addition of 
Google in the Loop, coming to the former 
Thompson Center at LaSalle and Randolph 
streets; and on the vacancy side, the fed-
eral government’s ‘maybe’ plans to sell two 
downtown office buildings.

In their drive to cut overhead expenses, in 
early March, the federal government listed 
two iconic high-rise towers in the Loop for 
sale - the Kluczynski and Metcalfe Federal 
Buildings - then one day later, the for sale 
listing was cancelled.

Through it all, Dabrowski said he sees 
a brighter future provided city leaders are 
open to changing direction.

“Number one is always just remove red 
tape, make it easy for companies to move 
in,” he said. “Number two is you got to get 
rid of these pension debts. As long as these 
taxes keep going up, it’s going to be harder 

remain intact for now.
The plan the city approved called for 

14.5 million square feet of development, 
supported by more than $490 million in 
infrastructure improvements eligible for 
TIF reimbursement, including new roads, 
bridges and an extension of the 606 trail.

The trouble is, to get that TIF cash flow-
ing, Sterling Bay needs to build buildings 
and find tenants to pay rent and property 
taxes. The empty lots that now make up 
the site are not presently generating any 
significant property taxes.

Sterling Bay and partner J.P. Morgan As-
set Management still control the southern 
half of Lincoln Yards, but splitting the site 
across two ownership groups could com-
plicate things and soil the underpinning of 
the project’s infrastructure commitments.

Sterling Bay is on the hook to build new 
roads, sidewalks, bridges, bike paths and 
other infrastructure. 

Those commitments must be met before 
any construction can begin. For example, 
Sterling Bay had to extend Concord Place 
just to build its eight-story life sciences lab 
building, which hasn’t been occupied.

With $79.3 million in TIF funds sitting 
idle, primarily from expiring nearby dis-
tricts, the city is now waiting to see whether 
Bank OZK can attract a developer willing 
to meet the agreement’s terms.

lincoln yards from p. 1

viable going forward, though MetLife has 
not disclosed a timeline for their plans. 

A recent report counted 18 empty store-
fronts, with most located on the mall’s top 
floors.

Ald. Brian Hopkins [2nd] confirmed the 
plans, calling the mall “past its prime” and 
a “white elephant.”

Real estate experts think that the Mag 
Mile’s future may lie in flexibility and re-
invention. Several aging malls along the 
strip are being repositioned into mixed-use 
or experiential spaces. The Chicago Place 
Mall on the 700 block of N. Michigan Ave. 
has already been converted to offices and 
residential units.

for companies to move in.”
Dabrowski said another issue city lead-

ers need to address is crime.
“Yes, it’s down from the highs of the 

George Floyd days, but we’re still the high-
est murder rate in the country for big cit-
ies,” he said. “All those things add up and 
we have to be really careful with our poli-
cies in Chicago and whatever politicians 
do, they should be reducing the burdens to 
come into downtown.”

Dabrowski said he sees just one way 
for the city to resemble what he argues it 
should look like.

“I think it takes a change in leadership 
because both the mayor and the governor 
want higher taxes; they support bigger gov-
ernments; they are soft on crime,” he said. 
“As long as that continues, I think Chica-
go’s going to struggle. We need a complete 
turnaround in the kind of policies we have 
in order to bring life back.”

The Streeterville Organization of Active 
Residents [SOAR] are undertaking an in-
augural SOAR Walking Club.

Those who choose to join in will be 
exploring new neighborhoods and scenic 
routes while connecting with the Streeter-
ville neighborhood.

Whether you are a casual walker or a 
marathon pro, SOAR wants you walking 
with the club. Those who are interested 
may sign up with your preferred days 
and times online. SOAR will be forming 
groups based on those preferences.

The walking clubs will be meet and 
walk at locations throughout Streeterville. 
The exact locations are being finalized and 
will be shared with the groups after they 
are formed. For more information contact  
Denise Delves at Denisedelves@gmail.
com.

Streeterville  
walking club  

forming




