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Reign of Mell over;
Cappleman wins second term

While it won’t be official until
Thursday, it looks like Ald. James
Cappleman has held onto his post
in the 46th Ward while in the 33rd
Ward, the king is dead.

Well, the daughter of the king
that is.

Ald. Deb Mell appears to have
ceded control of a ward her father,
Dick Mell, served as alderman for
38 years, from 1975 to 2013. Dick
Mell stepped down as alderman
so that Mayor Rahm Emanuel
could appoint his daughter Deb in
his place.

According to the Board of
Elections, the latest results of the
two closest races shows that Ald.

Cappleman will be proclaimed
the winner over Marianne La-
londe in the 46th Ward, while the
Mell Family throne in the 33rd
Ward appears to have toppled,
as challenger Rossana Rodriguez
Sanchez will be declared the vic-
tor over Deb Mell.

Both races remain very close
but election officials say that
there aren’t enough votes left to
count to reverse the outcome.

After Monday’s count, Cap-
pleman stretched his lead over
Lalonde to 30 votes — 7,079
to 7,049 — while Rodriguez San-
chez’s lead over Ald. Mell shrank
to 13 votes — 5,753 to 5,740.

Both Cappleman and Rodriguez
Sanchez remained in the lead
throughout the counting process,
but as of deadline Tuesday, La-
londe and Mell have yet to con-
cede their races.

Both Mell and Lalonde could
still contest their elections and
ask for discovery recounts, a form
of partial recount that allows a
candidate to examine the results
in one-fourth of the precincts in
search of errors or irregularities.

The next class of aldermen will
take office May 20, along with
Mayor-elect Lori Lightfoot.

Trains will keep- a- roII|

Field house renovation
means light at the end
of the tunnel for club

BY JIM VAIL

The Garfield Central Railroad
located in the Clarendon Com-
munity Park Field House, 4501
N. Clarendon Ave., in Uptown is
a magical miniature railroad ad-
venture that every child needs to
see, ... and their parents too.

This miniature train experience
on the North Side - which rivals
the amazing model train set on
permanent display at the Museum
of Science and Industry on the
South Side - follows a train ride
that wraps through Appalachian
mountains, winds across steel
bridges and slips past sleepy rural
towns.

And thankfully the Garfield-
Clarendon Model Railroad Club
will keep running its trains and
offering educational programs
after the Chicago Park District
decided to renovate the Claren-
don Park Field House rather than
build a new community center,
which would have meant disas-
sembling the layout and displac-
ing the club.

Renovations will focus on up-
grading utilities, making the en-
tire facility ADA-compatible and

the Garfield-Clarendon Model Railroad Club will keep running its trains and
offering educational programs after the Chicago Park District decided to
renovate the Clarendon Park Field House

better accommodating the pro-
grams already there.

And the trains will still be run-
ning!

The Garfield Central Railroad
is one of the largest model rail-

roads in the country. Its stew-
ard —the Garfield-Clarendon
Model Railroad Club—was es-
tablished in Garfield Park in 1947
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Public meeting on TIFs April 30

With City Hall handing out
billion-dollar Tax Increment Fi-
nancing deals it might be time for
local citizens to find out what that
means for your own property tax
bills?

A community group in Lincoln
Square is hosting a TIF discussion
at their next meeting 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 30, at American
Legion Tattler Post #973,4355 N.
Western Ave.

Thanks to the high-drama con-

troversy over the Lincoln Yards
development, more people are
hearing about TIFs now than ever
and wondering where all this
new money is coming from. TIF
money are property tax funds that
are syphoned off tax receipts in
a specified area and spent at the
discretion of the Mayor. And as
they say in poker games, if you
don’t know who the sucker at the
table is then it’s likely you. So it’s
best to get informed before you

head to the table.

Speakers include Ernie Con-
stantino, planning and develop-
ment director, 47th Ward, Ryan
Warsing, neighborhood services
director, Lincoln Square Ra-
venswood Chamber of Com-
merce, John Chase, and director
of investigations, Better Govern-
ment Assoc. The meeting is free
and open to the public.

These trees may now be on death row now so that century-old water lines
below them and in need of repairs can be replaced.

Andersonville trees
now on The Green Mile

A tree-hugging advocate has
come forward to try and save a
batch of elderly trees in need of
hugs in Andersonville. Some of
these trees are literally on The
Green Mile, a term referring to
the death row in the Louisiana
State Penintiary, and may be cut
down as soon as next week.

Ald. Harry Osterman [48th]
has said he plans to appeal to the
Illinois Environmental Protection
Agency, and ask for a reprieve for
trees living along Berwyn, Far-
ragut and Summerdale in Ander-
sonville.

The targeted trees are slated to
be cut down so that century-old
water lines in need of repairs lay-
ing beneath the tree’s roots can be
replaced.

What he’s really seeking from
the state is a variance from the Il-
linois Pollution Control Board to
skirt environmental laws that de-
termine how far apart water and
sewer lines must be in order to
avoid contamination.

Ald. Osterman met on Monday
with neighbors in the affected
area accompanied by workers
from the city water and forestry
departments, and explained the
construction process and how
each tree would be affected. Un-
less a variance is granted, the
trees appear doomed.

While neighbors didn’t want to
hear it, by next week some trees
may be coming down if the vari-
ance isn’t granted.

TIF-A-Palooza

Uptown supportive
housing facility
to get TIF funds

A 38-unit supportive housing
facility will be built in Uptown
will get $3.5 million in TIF assis-
tance approved April 10 by City
Council.

Planned for the southwest cor-
ner of Sheridan Rd. and Leland
Ave. by Sarah’s on Sheridan LLC,
the $17.5 million project will be
affordable for tenants earning up
to 60% of area median income.
Each unit will also receive a
rental subsidy from the Chicago
Housing Authority.

The six-story building will in-
clude dining and laundry facili-
ties, a computer lab and on-site
social service resources. The fa-
cility will also include a 50-bed
interim housing shelter that will
provide temporary housing, food,
and other basic supportive servic-
es for people in need.

Two existing Tax Increment
Financing (TIF) districts will be
amended to support additional
community improvements under
a plan approved April 10 by City
Council.

Bryn Mawr TIF’s
sticking around

The expiration date on the Bryn
Mawr/Broadway TIF in Uptown
will be extended for an additional
12 years. The 15-block district
was designated in 1996 to revital-
ize the Broadway and Bryn Mawr
Ave. commercial corridors into a
cohesive mixed-use district, sup-
port infrastructure upgrades, and
improve local transit facilities.
The extension is being proposed
to support the first phase of the
Red and Purple Modernization

TIF seep. 16
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A fresh opportunity to realize something healthy and healing

By Thomas J. O’'Gorman

There was a time when Mar-
shall Field’s & Co. set our retail
clocks, the John Hancock Build-
ing broke the record for skyscrap-
er height, and Bobby Hull, ‘Pip’
Martin, Stan Mikita and Keith
Magnuson were still on the ice at
the stadium. It was a world before
Gibson’s, RL or gluten free pasta
and there were no cell phones.

Phones booths were all that
cleaver reporters had outside of
the office. No computers or Ubers
to criss cross Washington DC. But
you could smoke anywhere you
wanted - even pipes and cigars.

It was still a man’s world in
1972 and the burglars at Demo-
cratic Party HQ in the Watergate
were caught in the act because
they used masking tape to prop
open a door.

I just rewatched “All the Presi-
dent’s Men” for the first time in
15 years. I forgot how limited life
was back then, in the world of

Richard Milhous Nix-
on. Watched through
the prism of what
technological ~ won-
ders the Washington
Post’s Bob Woodward
and Carl Bernstein
had no access to, as
real reporters they fol-
lowed the money, the
paper trail of cash and
influence that led to
the oval office. They
got Nixon armed with
just their notebooks

Bob Woodward, Carl Bernstein and Ben Bradlee.

reality of the whole
Watergate episode in
our nation’s history
became grounded for
me. Became real in a
new way. [ had lived
through every min-
ute of it like most
Americans. I even
listened to Nixon’s
resignation while
in school in Lublin,
Poland, behind the
Iron Curtain. I was,
ironically, uneasy at

and pencils, and our
way of Constitutional living was
preserved in a dark time.

This film and the TV show
“West Wing” have become my
places of refuge during unfriendly
regimes. The film because we see
how justice can be accomplished
by a free press. And the TV show
because we see what having a
friendly, intelligent, person of
reason in the White House can
do. Yes, President Jeb Bartlett had
cell phones and access to technol-
ogy. But before that he had heart.

Sadly, I remember too much of
the contemporary history of Wa-
tergate. I was no fan of Nixon,
but never really thought him an
enemy of the people. Little did I
realize that his henchmen, H.R.
Halderman and the boys were
circumventing the Constitution
at every opportunity. Who can’t

ORIGINAL
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rule under those circumstances?

After those shocking revela-
tions, America began to grow up
fast. The subsequent congressio-
nal hearings that followed made
fresh patriots out of many in the
Congress. Who can forget Sen.
Sam Ervin or Sen. Howard Baker
and their skilled efforts at getting
to the truth? Or the mighty voice
of Rep. Barbara Jordan of Tex-
as who seemed to speak for all
Americans.

The congressional hearings re-
vealed all. And down they went.
Like an Irving Berlin tune, from
the bottom to the top. All the pres-
ident’s men.

Only saw Nixon in person once
in my life in the lobby of the
Sheraton Blackstone Hotel, here
in Chicago, the night that Bobby
Kennedy declared his candidacy
for president. Nixon was in the
lobby, surrounded by reporters.
I eyeballed him. But I guess we
were just naive, back then, when
it came to smelling a rat. Who
knew things would take such a
turn?

I knew the aristocratic Ben
Bradlee, the boss from the Wash-
ington Post, because I once inter-
viewed his wife, Post journalist
Sally Quinn, when I was editor
at Hibernia magazine in 1995. A
very snooty, elegant Irish quar-
terly. I was so excited to do the
interview I bought a new double-
breasted, summer weight, Ralph
Lauren, cotton, pin striped suit.
When I rang the doorbell, it was
Bradlee who answered the door
at their Georgetown home, the
Laird-Dunlop house. As large as
a prep school.

Sally was still in bed when I ar-
rived on a Saturday morning. She
apologized and said to ‘hang on.’
She told Bradlee to make me cof-
fee.

We sat on their garden veranda
surrounded by magnolia trees and
sipped fresh brewed coffee. I in-
quired if I could ask him about
Watergate. He was a grandee of
the highest order and said yes.
Nothing big. Just little things
about Woodward and Bernstein.

When, exactly, did they know
they had Nixon?

What was life like during that
time at the Post?

How had Post owner Katherine
Graham reacted?

And was this the house to which
Woodward and Bernstein came in
the middle of the night to tell the
boss they had their evidence all
the way up to the president?

He said that it was a different
house. A different life.

What unfolded for me acciden-
tally on that morning was that the

the time being so far
away. But here I was years later
with Ben Bradlee, himself.

Today I am thinking about
how it applies in our own time in
Chicago, politically, having just
elected a new mayor. Thoughts of
a fresh start are exciting. Mayor-
elect Lightfoot has been deeply
inspiring since her fantastic win.
Like a Cubs World Series vic-
tory.

She has also demonstrated
some remarkable wisdom, not
seen any time lately, in City Hall.
She comes with her own sense
of purpose. She enters munici-
pal government with a great deal
of goodwill. She’s the only one
elected mayor. No one else was
selected by Chicago voters.

But now we have to endure
the thugs and the naysayers who
think they know what Chicago
needs. Well, they should tread
lightly. We don’t need to hear al-
dermen who line their own pock-
ets with the peoples’ cash to seek
to undermine the new mayor. We
don’t need tired, old fossils who
want to continue outdated alder-
manic prerogatives to which they
have no real right. We don’t need
deadbeat city officials who want
to sabotage the new mayor’s fresh
political agenda. You know, the
one people elected her to do.

The mayor-elect says that if she
is sand-bagged by forces within
the City Council, she will shine
a light on their deeds. Well done,
that’s just what we need. That’s
the only way the city can be res-
cued from the clutches of the ex-
tortionists and thugs of city gov-
ernment. The folk raking in the
coin from developers and zoning
attorneys.

The good news is that Chicago-
ans everywhere want her to suc-
ceed. So she should have an army
of watchers eyeballing the local
scene for treachery and skull-
duggery. Chicagoans voted for a
change. For standing tall and firm
against the usual forces of secret
schemes and deals. Keep track of
the shenanigans that the last gasps
of the machine will attempt to use
to belittle or stymie the new may-
or’s agenda. Remember these are
the folk who last week gave us 24
shootings in 30 hours. A new Chi-
town record.

Despite this, Chicago is the
envy of the nation right now. We
have a bright, tough mayor with
a reasonable agenda for reform
and change. While the nation is
hurting due to the strange regime
in the White House and the con-
stant polemical tirades from both
the right and the left, we actually
have a fresh political opportunity
to realize something healthy and

healing.

Chicago offers hope to the rest
of America, a fresh opportunity
for intelligent urban government.

Be grateful for this moment
in time. Let no one spoil what is
possible. Stand together for our
city, not some elected official’s
expectation of what they can get
away with.

That’s what prisons are for. Just
ask the cast of “All the President’s
Men.” Each one of Nixon’s boys
got a number and a jumpsuit.

PEABODY AWARD: Con-
gratulations to NPR’s Ira Glass,
host and star of “This American
Life,” on receiving a coveted Pea-

Bruce DuMont presents NPR’s Ira
Glass with a Peabody Award.

NO WALK IN THE PARK: Is
there something explosive brew-
ing between the Grant Park Ad-
visory Council and the Chicago
Park District? The Council says
that the Park District is clearly in
violation of a number of by-laws
and procedures. They want these
violations to cease. They mean
business.

CHICAGO ART NEWS: Chi-
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Local journalist Andy Pierce is one of
the finest storytellers I know. Many moons
ago, he and I worked together at the Lerner
Newspapers (which used to own this news-
paper). His writing is hard to rival. And
he takes a mean
photo too.

That’s why I
know anyone in-
terested in the
Uptown Theatre
will have a great
time at a couple of
upcoming events

Heart s Pierce is present-
of the’Hood ing. He helped
By Felicia Dechter  found Friends of

the Uptown in
1998, and he has managed communica-
tions for the volunteers for 21 years. The
guy knows his Uptown stuff.

On April 24, Pierce will present, “Beyond
Human Dreams of Loveliness: The Lofty
Aesthetics of Chicago’s Uptown Theatre in
1925,” at the Cliff Dwellers Club, 200 S.
Michigan Ave.

Then on May 2, he will hold, “For All
Time: The Promise of Chicago’s Uptown
Theatre,” at 7 p.m. at Glessner House, 1800
S. Prairie Ave.

“Short of time traveling to 1925, there is
no better way to see the Uptown until it is
open and having shows again,” said Pierce,
who planned and staged the “Uptown
Community Portrait” in 2000 and 2005 on
the 75th and 80th anniversaries of the the-
atre, respectively. “I am eager to share the
beauty of what it was, what it is and what it
can be again.”

“When I first became curious about the

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Everything you always wanted to know about the Uptown Theatre

Uptown, I thought I could go to the library
or bookstore and pull a book off of the shelf
about it. I mean, it is this big, important
building, right? But no, that book didn’t
exist and it still doesn’t exist.”

”What I have been able to do is pull to-
gether the best photographs and informa-
tion I could find for over 20 years,” said
Pierce. “I will take you from the front door
through the entire theatre and share its his-
tory of use and disuse.”

Conceived for the presentation of silent
film, the Uptown Theatre, 4816 N. Broad-
way, was designed by noted commercial
Chicago architects C.W. and Geo. L. Rapp
for the local, family-owned entertainment
corporation of Balaban & Katz. It has kept
Chicagoans wondering what would become
of one of the nation’s largest and finest re-
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also see more recent
color views from
noted photographers
and volunteers.

Pierce will also
peek at the landmark
in its current condi-
tion and “imagine
how magnificent it
will be after the es-
timated $75 million
project.”

“The planned
restoration of the
Uptown Theatre is
certainly one of the
greatest comeback
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Andy Pierce at the Uptown Theatre.

become one of Chi-
cago’s most tremen-
dous, historic pres-
ervation comeback
stories.

“The Uptown
is the heart of the
neighborhood and
the North Side,”
said Pierce. “Even
those of us who are
too young to have
ever seen a show
there cannot imag-
ine Broadway and
Lawrence without
it.

stories for historic preservation in Chicago
and perhaps the world,” said Pierce.

maining movie palaces of
the 1920s, Pierce said.
Now that its private
owners and developers
are launching a full res-
toration this spring, in
his appearance at CIliff
Dwellers, Pierce takes a
look at everything the the-
ater was initially through
its high quality of design,
construction and deco-
ration. The presentation
will take you from the
sidewalk into the grand
lobby and through what
its architects called “An

Broadway.

The Uptown Theatre, 4816 N.

“For me, this is a
chance to share some of
the things I have seen and
learned and to recognize
my friends and mentors
who helped me along the
way.”

“Some of them didn’t
live to see this project get
underway and we miss
them a lot. I do this in
tribute to them and for the
young people who will
see the theatre for the first
time after it is restored
and make its story their

”»

own.

e —

Acre of Seats in a Magic City,” he said. See
the Uptown as patrons first saw it in 1925
from archival photos from the files of The-
atre Historical Society of America. You’ll

Pierce’s Glessner House event will fo-
cus on the Uptown’s initial construction
and use, its decades of disuse and deferred
maintenance, and the potential it has to

“As I have said before, this does not
have to be a heartbreak for the citizens of
Chicago. This can be a success story.”

“We are lucky beyond description that
the Aragon Ballroom, Green Mill Cocktail
Lounge and Riviera Theatre have all been
in pretty much continuous operation. That’s
rare,” said Pierce. “More rare than a closed
movie palace. This district has tremendous
potential that can be realized with a vibrant
Uptown Theatre.”

FYTI: Pierce has two historic photograph
exhibits on permanent display: “Selections
from the Hedrich Blessing Collection,” a
donation to Public Art on the 5th and 9th
floors of City Hall, and “Chicago: Three
Centuries of Theatres,” on display at the
Chicago Theatre.

Cliff Dwellers info: Cash bar opens at
4:30 p.m. Dinner cost $35 per person, buf-
fet service begins 6 p.m. and the program

UPTOWN see p. 6
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featuring newly composed scores
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Letter to the Editor

What was the tip off?

I still cannot believe the inepti-
tude of USPS in taking so long to
catch the false change of address
notice for UPS. I know there’s a
lot of mechanization of mail pro-
cessing and sorting, but at more
than one point, a human worker
would have seen a piece of mail
with the Rogers Park address for
UPS.

Where was the first point in the
process a human would have seen
the incorrect address for UPS?
When the change of address no-
tice was brought into the system?
When a piece of mail was sorted
for delivery? When a letter carrier
looked at it just before putting it
in the fraudster’s mailbox? Surely
it must have been before “a mail
carrier started to deliver the mail
in tubs.” The first tub alone should
have been a tip-off.

It’s not that hard to look up
UPS online and find its real USA
headquarters. The first USPS em-
ployee to find the changed address
suspicious should have taken it to
his supervisor, who should have
had USPS contact UPS directly
for verification. If I'd been that
first person to see the incongruity,
I would have “smelled a rat” right
away. Not to mention the fact that
a true change of address of UPS
would have been a national news
story. Also, the physical con-
text of the Rogers Park address
would have been incompatible
with a UPS headquarters in the
USA. Meanwhile, a short delay
in delivery would not have been
a problem. Checking with UPS
about its address promptly would
have resulted in a quick arrest.

Jean SmilingCoyote
West Ridge

BBB A+ Rating
SNOW REMOVAL
COMMON AREAS CLEANING
OFFICE CLEANING *CARPET CLEANING
POWER WASHING

“Chicago has proved itself different from other post-industrial American cities,”

nomic base and continues to draw talent and investment. The Windy City’s potential is unlimited, if it gets its act together.”

Market for luxury homes, condos
is robust in posh neighborhoods

With a strong economy and
mortgage interest rates trending
downward, sales of luxury home
and condominiums in Chicago’s
posh lakefront neighborhoods
should be robust in 2019.

That’s the outlook from vet-
eran Real-
tor Louise
Study of
Baird &
Warner’s
Gold Coast
office, who
conducts
the an-
nual Study
Study of
Residential Real Estate.

“The 2019 economy is off to
a great start with renewed opti-
mism for the housing market,”
Study said. “As Chicago’s econ-
omy remains robust, there is a
corresponding need for housing
for the next generation of profes-
sionals.”

The Multiple Listing Service
sales analysis surveys the market
for upscale single-family homes
and condos sold for more than
$500,000 in Chicago’s most ritzy
neighborhoods—the Gold Coast,
Streeterville, River North, Lin-
coln Park and Lakeview, along
with expensive properties in 14
other neighborhoods.

Twenty-four luxury single-
family homes were sold in the

The Home Front

By Don DeBat

Gold Coast, Streeterville and Riv-
er North in 2018, Study reported.
The median luxury-home price
in 2018 was $1,889,875 million.
Home prices in 2018 ranged from
$861,997 to $4,625,000.

Last year 991 upscale-condos,
co-operative  apartments and
townhomes in Gold Coast, Street-
erville and River North were sold
for a median price of $800,000,
Study said. Condo prices ranged
from $500,000 to $12.1 million in
2018.

With the U.S. stock market
on an up-trend in early 2019
and mortgage rates easing, more
wealthy home and condo buyers
likely will be in the market this
year, analysts say.

Published since 1984, the Study
Study is compiled from Multiple
Listing Service statistics on sales
of $500,000-plus residential units
in 19 target neighborhoods.

In mid-April, benchmark 30-
year fixed mortgage rates aver-
aged 4.12% nationwide. A year
ago, the 30-year loan rates aver-
aged 4.42%. Chicago-area lenders
were charging a range of 4.099%
to 4.318% on 30-year fixed-rate
mortgages on April 12, reported
rateSeeker.com.

“Mortgage rates rose in late
2018, but now they are trending
downward,” noted Study. “Rents
are rising. Luxury home and con-
do inventory has steadily fallen.

The booming economy and low
unemployment have benefited
most Americans.”

In her 2018 market outlook,
Study pointed to a recent Wall
Street Journal article that said:
“Chicago has proved itself dif-
ferent from other post-industrial
American cities. It has a strong
economic base and continues to
draw talent and investment. The
Windy City’s potential is unlim-
ited, if it gets its act together.”

Chicago’s other top upscale
neighborhoods generally posted
strong price appreciation and
stable transaction results in 2018
in most housing sectors. Survey
results of the 34th annual Study
Study follow:

¢ Lincoln Park and Old Town. A
total of 173 luxury single-family
homes were sold in 2018 at a me-
dian price of $1.6 million. Home
prices ranged from $555,000 to
$11.9 million last year.

Some 598 upscale condo, co-
op or townhome sales changed
hands in 2018 at a median price
of $725,000. Prices of condos
surveyed ranged from $500,000
to $4.3 million.

» Lakeview. A total of 161 luxu-
ry single-family homes were sold
in Lakeview in 2018 at a median
price of $1.4 million. Home prices
surveyed ranged from $500,000
to $3,537,500 in 2018.

Some 540 upscale condos, co-

HOW MUCH IS YOUR
HOME REALLY WORTH?

3200 N. Lake Shore Drive, Unit 2503

Belmont Harbor beauty..High Floor with West Ex-
posure...This Clean 900 Sq Ft 1 Bedroom Features
Newer Floor covering, White on White Appliances ,
Beautiful 42 inch lacquered Cabinets, quartz counter-
tops, and sleek back-splash. Large Bedroom can ac-
commodate a King Size Bedroom set. Good amount
of Closets. Building Features Indoor Pool, State of
the Art Fitness Ctr. Receiving Room.

1212 N. LaSalle, Unit 2210

Beautiful & bright corner unit 1 bed/1 bath on a High Floor in
Gold Coast. NEW STAINLESS APPLIANCES. Awesome views
from all rooms. Private balcony with city & lake views. Kitchen
with island and granite counters - lots of storage for kitchen.
Large bedroom with full wall of organized closets. Hardwood
floors and large closet space. Full service building with 24-hour
door staff, gym, laundry, dry cleaner & management on site.

3500 N. Lake Shore Drive, Unit 15D

Elegant 1920’s Co-Op waiting for further Restoration. This 2 bedroom + Den, 2 Full
Bathrooms preferred unit has both East & West Exposures with outstanding Lake views.
Wide Gallery Entry, leads you to Large Living Room with beautiful decorative Fireplace,
Spacious Formal Dining Room. Space Pac A/C, and In-Unit Washer/Dryer Hookups.

Michael F. Parish sroker
773.770.7002

BAIRDAVARMER

Contact Marcella today for
your FREE home evaluation.

HOME EVALUATION|} ¢
Marcella Kane * *

773.490.6811
marcella@koenigrubloff.com

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HomeServices

KoenigRubloff
Realty Group s

=

ops or townhomes sold in Lakev-
iew in 2018 at a median price of
$625,000. Prices of condos sur-
veyed ranged from $500,000 to
$3.2 million.

* South Loop. Eleven luxury
homes were sold in 2018 with
a median price of $1.125 mil-
lion. Home prices ranged from
$750,000 to $1,479,215 last year.

Some 397 upscale condo, co-
op and townhome units changed
hands in 2018 with a median price
of $725,000. Prices of surveyed
units ranged from $500,000 to
$4.2 million last year.

* West Loop. Eleven luxury
homes were sold in 2018 with a
median price of $550,000. Home
prices ranged from $509,000 to
$1.7 million. The median sale
price was $791,900 on 412 up-
scale condo, co-op or townhome
transactions in 2018. Prices
ranged from $500,000 to $2.35
million.

* Bucktown and Wicker Park.
The median luxury home price
was $960,000 on 381 transactions
in 2018. Home prices ranged
from $500,000 to $3.325 million.
Some 766 upscale condos, co-ops
and townhomes changed hands
in 2018 with a median price of
$615,000. Prices ranged from
$500,000 to $2.31 million.

* Roscoe Village and North
Center. Luxury home sales hit
217 units in 2018 with a median
sale price of $1.065,000. Home
prices ranged from $507,000 to
$2.65 million.

A total of 116 upscale condo,
co-op and townhome sales were
recorded in 2018 with a median
price of $593,975. Prices on sur-
veyed units ranged from $500,000
to $960,000 million.

* Andersonville and Lakewood
Balmoral. Sixty-eight luxury
home transactions were recorded
in 2018 with a median price of
$786,250 in the Andersonville

A-A SALVAGE

= Plumbing Liquidation
y Jacuzzis, Sinks & Vanities
Kitchen Cabinets

- Remodeling & Restaurant Supply -

CALL 773-818-0808

1871 N. Milwaukee Ave.
101supply@gmail.com

ROBUST see p. 14

HELP WANTED

Students: PT Wk. Your
own avail hrs. Hm Off.
Business since 1989.
iPhone, computer capa-
bilities toilet sm. sweet
med/alert dog. Criminal
Bkground check. Smiling
faces, no bad attitudes,
must use pub. transp.
Daily pay $10 net per hr.
312-787-6322/60610




Could lead in water
lead to violence and jail time?

BY JIM VAIL

Prior to the recent primary elections, the
majority of local aldermanic races at one
time or another focussed on the lead lev-
els in Chicago’s drinking water. Demands
were made to release data the city had col-
lected on the lead levels and there were fre-
quent calls for immediate action.

Now that the elections are over, will Chi-
cagoans be hearing those same demands
and seeing the data? Or will the city-wide
problem fall behind the opaque curtain of
City Hall?

A recent Harvard study shows that chil-
dren who are exposed to lead in the water
are more likely to experience violence and
go to prison when they become adults.

The report’s findings were based on data
on Chicago children who grew up in the
1990s.

The exposure to lead in the water was
connected to disparities between groups
who go to jail, experience teen pregnancy
and earn lower wages, the report stated.

For decades the EPA and the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention agreed
that there is no known safe level of lead in
a child’s blood. Lead is harmful to health,
especially for children. Lead pipes are
more likely to be found in older cities like
Chicago and homes built before
1986. Among homes without lead service
lines, the most common problem is with
brass or chrome-plated brass faucets and

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Lead testing all the talk
prior to elections... will it be after?

plumbing with lead solder.

Concerns about the high level of toxic
lead in Chicago water was reported on
extensively last summer. After extensive
testing, the city discovered that there were
high levels of lead in the city’s water foun-
tains and they decided to run the water at
these fountains continuously so as to flush
out the lead that could have accumulated
in the water. The city also stated it would
close a certain number of water fountains
in various parks throughout the city.

Up until the 1980s, lead pipes
were standard in the city. The
city then banned lead pipes, just
like it banned the use of lead
paint. But that doesn’t mean
the problem went away - old
pipes still permeate the city.

The city also reported that lead was pres-
ent in over a hundred public schools water
fountains.

The city issued water testing kits to de-
termine if homes were exposed to lead in
the water.

Up until the 1980s, lead pipes were stan-
dard in the city. The city then banned lead
pipes, just like it banned the use of lead
paint. But that doesn’t mean the problem
went away - old pipes still permeate the
city.

While Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel
tried to minimize the alarm of lead in the
water, some aldermen and aldermanic can-
didates raised the ante and demanded the

MAY 7-12 * cautvee.F2tece
BROADWAYINCHICAGO.com - 800-775-2000

Tickets available at all Broadway In Chicago Box Offices. Groups 10+: 312-977-1710

city hold public hearings and attack the
problem head on.

One of those is Ald. Scott Waguespack
[32nd] who complained to the city that
something has to be done.

“It’s still very much a concern for
the aldermen,” said Paul Sajovec, Ald.
Waguespack’s chief of staff. “It’s some-
thing he hopes will be on the legislative
ordinance agenda.”

Sajovec said that the issue was not raised
during the recent elections because every-
one pretty much agrees something has to
be done.

There has to be a long-term “massive
plan” to replace Chicago pipes or come up
with other solutions, Sajovec said.

He said there are complex engineering
issues involved where it may not only in-
volve replacing the old lead pipes, but also
replacing the sewer lines.

After Mayor Emanuel took office in
2011 he eliminated the Chicago Dept. of
Environment, so there is no one currently
in City Hall devoting time to the issue.

Emanuel’s drive to cut overhead and
city services in the name of efficiency was
repeated with promises to do likewise by
several of his close associates who ran for
aldermen, including Miguel Negron [47th]
and Derek Lindblom [43rd]. Both lost their
elections.

Sajovec said lead paint is also still a con-
cern in the city because there are many old
buildings that still have it.

“The older homes still have it,” he said.
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Palette & Chisel
Spring Cleaning sale
April 27

On Saturday, April 27, The Palette and
Chisel, 1012 N. Dearborn, will hold its an-
nual Spring Cleaning sale from 11 a.m. to
4 p.m. Hundreds of oils, watercolors and
sculptures will be on sale. All works will
be sold for $300 or less.

The Palette & Chisel Academy of Fine
Arts has a 120-year history of high-quality
art by renowned artists and the sale will
feature works of their members and stu-
dents, some of whom are destined to be
household names. The sale helps to fund
renovation and repair of one of Chicago’s
landmark buildings. The Spring Cleaning
Sale offers an outstanding art display,
bargain prices and perhaps a valued art
treasure by a future Chicago great. For
more information, call 312-642-4400.

“It could be as much or even more impor-
tant than the water. It collects dust and kids
crawl on the floor.”

Sajovec said city residents can still con-
tact the city and call 311 to request a water
testing kit, which he recommends if you
have children. After the testing, the city’s
Dept. of Water Management will deter-
mine what solutions are necessary should
there be a dangerous level of lead in the
home’s water - including using a water fil-
ter or having a plumber come out to replace
some of the pipes.

“(Ald. Waguespack) will pursue ways
the city can put more attention and resourc-
es into this,” Sajovec said. “We’re not sure
how. There is still some uncertainty.”

The Lakefront, helmed by Chef Cleetus Friedman."
- Crain's Chicago Business

"LAKEFRONT

R -ES _THWWASHNERRESA N, T
(312)414-1313 ¢ 2401 N Lake Shore Drive « www.theateronthelake.com

B

W
MERCURY '

THEATER CHICAGO :

call 773.325.1700
orvist mercurytheaterchicago.com
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Popular Sound of Silent Film Festival returns to Davis Theater April 20

Featuring newly-
composed scores
performed live

Production company, music
school, and contemporary classi-
cal music advocate Access Con-
temporary Music is hosting its
popular 14th annual Sound of
Silent Film Festival on Saturday,
featuring modern, silent short
films accompanied by freshly-
composed scores performed live.

The Festival returns to the
Davis Theater, 4614 N Lincoln
Ave., for two back-to-back pre-
sentations on Saturday, April 20
at 7 and 9:30 p.m. Tickets are

$25 for the “Feature Presenta-
tion” programming at 7 p.m., $15
for “Late Night” programming
at 9:30 p.m., and $35 for both
shows. ACM’s resident ensemble
will perform the scores for the
7 show, while Origin of Animal
will score and accompany all the
9:30 p.m. films. [Ticket price will
include a free beer if you mention
this newspaper.]

Origin of Animal combines
elements of classical, rock, jazz
and metal to create compositions
that are carefully crafted yet still
spontaneous. The ensemble fluc-
tuates from as little as eight play-
ers to as many as 20 and uses

PI50GA; NY: PISONY; OK: P1500K; TN: PISOTN). 6164

DENTAL Insurance

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Get help paying dental bills and
keep more money in your pocket

Call for your FREE Information Kit
1-855-966-6272

www.dental50plus.com/network

Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this
insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 for a similar offer. Certificate (250A (ID: C250E; PA: (250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA:

AW18-1014

Lakev1ew

Funeral Home

“Honoring the Life” est. 1882

When a Life was Lived Well
Create a Service that
“Honors the Life”

Please Call for Assistance

773.472.6300

1458 W. Belmont Ave., Chicago, IL 60657
www.lakeviewfuneralhome.com

Se Habla Espanol and Expanded Facilities and Fully Accessible (‘j\

THE MOoDY CHURCH

Sunday Morning Service
10:00am

Sunday Evening Service
5:00pm
TMC Communities (Sunday School)
8:30am & 11:30am

Wednesday Prayer Meeting
6:45pm

1635 N LaSalle | Chicago IL 60614
312.327.8600 | www.moodychurch.org

Open Arms United
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor
Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer 10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place
(Nursery through 5th Grade)
Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer
7:30 pm Bible Study

817 Grace St. 773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING
OAUWCCHhicago.org

= = |mmant 1e]
Il i T] r--: r Al CHICADD
1500 W. Elmdale Avenue

(773) 743-1820
www.immanuelchicago.org

A LIVING SANCTUARY
OF HOPE AND GRACE

Join Us

Silent Prayer 10:10 - 10:25 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

Godly Play

Sunday School 11:20 a.m.

Coffee Hour 11:45 a.m.

The Forum Discussion 12:15 p.m.
Parking available at Senn High School

. T va

JAdVertiselyour
ChliichFSERVICE'S)
andispecialleyents®

Call'Cindyfat¥6i18-201-3622

‘;@ail

c789amadio@gmail.com
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various combinations of brass,
woodwinds, strings, percussion,
guitars, bass, and keyboards. Live
performances have been described
as audacious, risky, and precise.
Performing mostly original com-
positions, there are some familiar
tributes that creep in from time to
time.

Feature presentation films in-
clude Junk Girl by Mohammad
Zare (Animated, Drama). Junk
Girl is an Iranian animation creat-
ed in Tabriz and adapted from the
namesake poem by Tim Burton.
Due to restrictions in Iran on the
film industry, this film has never
been scored - until the Sound of
Silent Film Festival.

Ascending Double Helix by
Vito Rowlands is about a man
who struggles with his faith and

is caught between ascension and
fall.

Hall of Fishes by Jennifer Boles
is an archival film about the webs
of power and violence behind our
desires to see, contain, and con-
sume the ocean.

The Word Factory by Alex La-
ferriere shows that distance can-
not separate two far-flung factory
workers, words cannot describe
their love.

My Son Thomas by Andrea
Bonvicini is about an American
doctor who moves to Italy to seek
a cure for the fatal disease that
took his son.

In Frames by Austin Kite, Max,
an amateur photographer, over-
comes having her heart broken
by her girlfriend, Jess, while still
cherishing the love she had.

Mr. Segur by Jeff Johnson is
about a man who quietly lives
each day following the same
routine until one day he meets a
woman at a park who brings new
meaning into his life.

My Prisoners by Sebastien
Blanchard is about a writer who
struggles with what he keeps in
his basement.

Late night films include Percep-
tion Picnic by John Akre; Copy
Shop by Virgil Widrich; Kushtaka
by Cameron Currin; Unknown by
Mandy Work Wetzel and Shannon
Metelko; Tragedy of the Merry
Andrew by Alexander Bickford;
Blackout Roulette by Alex Italics,
and Private Lives by Alexander
Hagani.

For more information visit
www.acmusic.org.

Rachel Wiandt of the Taylor Street Soap Co.

Don Widmer will sell his unusual
pulp paintings.

UPTOWN fromp. 3

begins at 7 p.m. Please make
reservations by calling 312-922-
8080 or email reservations@cliff-
chicago.org. Glessner House info:
$10 per person / $8 for members.
More at glessnerhouse.org.

Shop ’til you drop... at the
4th annual One of a Kind Spring
Show, which returns April 26 to
28 to The Mart, 222 W Merchan-
dise Mart Plaza. More than 300
artists/makers will peddle a va-
riety of exceptional work. The
show will also feature fashion
runway shows, live music, a gour-
met market, and more throughout
the weekend. And check out the
Emerging Market section, which
highlights about 20 up-and-com-
ing newcomers to the show.

There are many participants,
but the work of these two local
folks, among a few others, caught
my eye.

For the eighth year, Rachel Wi-
andt of the Taylor Street Soap Co.,
will be selling her luscious and
popular Solid Lotion Sticks, Lip
Butters in nearly 30 fun flavors,
olive oil Bar Soaps, Whipped
Soaps, and an assortment of bath
accessories.

All Wiandt’s products are cre-
ated without parabens, phthalates,
or cheap filler ingredients.

“We start all products with high
quality base ingredients like ol-
ive oil, shea butter, avocado oil,
and beeswax,” said Wiandt. “We
believe that great body products
don’t have to be expensive and
everyone should be able to enjoy
little luxuries each day.”

Nearby will be Don Widmer’s
pulp paintings, which are sheets

of handmade paper with imagery
embedded within the fibers of the
sheet. Widmer has two main bod-
ies of work: a series of birds, in-
cluding crows, wrens, woodpeck-
ers, chickadees and many others;
and a series of architectural imag-
ery, including iconic buildings and
bridges found in the Midwest, as
well as industrial factory scenes.

Widmer has a MFA in Interdis-
ciplinary Arts, focusing on book
and paper arts, from Columbia
College. His images are created at
the same time he makes the paper.
He describes the process as “a
perfect blend of chemistry and art
making.”

Making beautiful music... are
the Chicago Cabaret Profession-
als (which is celebrating its 20th
year), who will present “Cabaret
Goes to the Movies,” April 29
at the Victory Gardens Biograph
Theater, 2433 N. Lincoln Ave.

Some of the city’s most popu-
lar cabaret performers will sing
iconic film songs like “Ol’Man
River,” “Bohemian Rhapsody,”
“High Hopes,” and, of course, the
American Film Institute’s number
one ranked film song of all time
-- “Over the Rainbow.” The cast
will pay homage to famous film
performers ranging from child
star Shirley Temple to recent best
actor Oscar winner, Rami Malek.

“Some of our best memories
came from movies,” said en-
semble member Carla Gordon, a
Buena Park resident. “Maybe it
was that first kiss or maybe it was
watching the little guy turn out to
be the hero.

“Music was an important part
of the experience,” continued
Gordon. “The song may have

been sung during the film itself
or while the credits were rolling.
That music made the memories
live on.”

Besides Gordon, the ensemble
features top singers including
Lindsey Jane Bullen, Cynthia
Clarey, Evelyn M. Danner, Jeff
Dean, David Edelfelt, Laura Free-
man, Vaughn Halloran, Beckie
Menzie (musical director), Tom
Michael, Jan Slavin, and Kevin
Wood.

Tix are $30 and can be ordered
at 773-871-3000 or at victorygar-
dens.org/event/cabaret-goes-to-
the-movies/.

Jazz with pizzazz ... it’s sure
to be when entertainer Jesse Char-
bonier, back by popular demand,
performs at Roscoe Village’s new
Le Bordeaux Wine Lounge, 2147
W. Roscoe St. Enjoy jazzy favor-
ites from the likes of Billie Holi-
day, Nat King Cole, Chet Baker
and more.

Coming out of the closet... In-
tuit: The Center for Intuitive and
Outsider Art, 756 N. Milwaukee
Ave., is holding its Closet Clear-
ance Sale, an annual fundraiser
of thousands of new, vintage
and gently-used women’s cloth-
ing and accessory items donated
from the city’s best retailers, clos-
ets, manufacturers and designers.
Last year, the sale raised $23,000,
which helped fund the museum’s
exhibitions and programs.

The event will be held on April
26 (presale “first dibs” event, $25
for non-clothes donors); April 27
and 28 are free and open to the
public. Ask about the half-price
sale.
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Bills’ aim: More revenue through closing tax loopholes

BY GRANT MORGAN
Capitol News Illinois

Admitting it will take two
years to see any new revenue
from a proposed progressive state
income tax increase, a tax lobby-
ing group called Fair Economy Il-
linois has ideas for raising money
in the meantime.

Joined by several North Side
lawmakers, including House Ma-
jority Leader Greg Harris, the
progressive advocacy group has
laid out plans for raising $433
million in new state tax revenue.

The first plan, sponsored as

House Bill 2085 and Senate Bill
1115 by Rep. Harris [13th] and
Sen. Heather Steans [7th], would
curb some loopholes in offshore
tax havens. The group estimates
this could bring in $318 million.
“Illinois right now is losing
$1.3 billion in taxes that corpora-
tions or wealthy individuals have
managed to shelter in other coun-
tries,” Harris said. “The bill I'm
introducing is a step toward re-
claiming some of that revenue.”
The bills specifically address
“water’s edge” tax reporting, a
way of shifting a domestic busi-
ness’s or individual’s profits to

an offshore entity where different

taxes apply.

According to Harris, 11 other
states have closed similar loop-

holes.

Fair Economy Illinois’ second
plan is to eliminate the “retailers’
discount” tax break, which is esti-

mated to bring in $115 million.

Rep. Will Guzzardi [39th] is
sponsoring House Bill 2079,
which he says covers an “obscure
provision” in Illinois law from
more than 100 years ago that has

gotten out of control.

According to Guzzardi, Illinois
collects sales tax dollars from

retailers, but rebates a portion
of those dollars to help cover a
business’s cost of calculating the
sales tax.

“This was passed [back] when
calculating the sales tax was a
very labor-intensive and difficult
process -- using slide rules and
[an] abacus,” Guzzardi joked.

But the consequences of the
law are serious. Walmart, accord-
ing to Fair Economy’s release, re-
tains more than $8 million a year
through this provision.

“Big box retailers are doing
hundreds of millions of dollars
of business in our state,”’

Guzzardi said.

He added that they don’t need
millions in tax breaks for some-
thing that can be “done by a com-
puter” with “relatively affordable
software.”

The bill would, however, keep
the sales tax calculation rebate for
small businesses -- up to $1,000.

With this cap in place, the bill
would not affect 85% of the busi-
nesses in Illinois, according to
Sen. Omar Aquino [2nd], who is
sponsoring the Senate version of
the bill (SB1132).

Divvy bike sharing will expand to serve the entire city

City Council approved a pro-
posal from Mayor Rahm Emanuel
April 10 to amend the existing
contract with Divvy operator Mo-
tivate International Inc., now part
of Lyft, Inc., to modernize and ex-
pand the city’s bike share system.

Under the amendment, Divvy
will be expanding its service area
this summer and says they will
cover the entire city within three
years.

The expansion is made possible
by a $50 million investment in
new bikes, stations and hardware
by Lyft, which will also become
the new sponsor of the system,
pledging to provide the city with
an additional $77 million in di-
rect revenue for transportation
improvements over a nine-year
period.

They claim the agreement rep-
resents $127 million in direct
benefits to the city, plus addition-
al indirect benefits including ex-
panded programming and reduced
financial risk.

Everything
you wanted
to know about
senior property
taxes, but were
afraid to ask

The Circuit Court of Cook
County’s Elder Justice Center is
hosting an enrichment seminar for
seniors noon to 1:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, April 25, at the Richard J.
Daley Center, 50 W. Washington
St., Courtroom 2005, to learn ev-
erything you need to know about
property tax savings for seniors.
This free event will feature lec-
tures by Mark Hellner of the Cen-
ter for Disability and Elder Law
and Theresa Chandler of the Cook
County Assessor’s Office.

The topics discussed will be
eligibility for various property
tax exemptions and assessment
freezes, senior citizen tax deferral
program, certificates of error, and
tax sale procedures. To register
for the event call 312-603-9233.

News tips?
Call

773-465-9700

Confidentiality guaranteed.

The agreement will eliminate
the city’s current financial risk for
the system by ending the city’s
obligation to share in operating
losses, as has been the case until
now.

Under the proposal, Lyft will
make a $50 million capital invest-
ment to modernize and expand
the Divvy system to all 50 wards
by 2021, adding 10,500 bikes and
175 stations. As a result, the ex-
panded system will have approxi-
mately 16,500 bikes and 800 sta-
tions.

All new bikes will be electric
pedal-assist bikes and have hy-
brid locking capabilities, so they
can be locked at a Divvy station
or to aregular bike rack. Last year
it was discovered that the existing
Divvy locking system was inferi-
or, and criminals and thieves were
stealing the blue bikes at will.

Lyft says they will also offer
a job training program for youth
and ex-offenders; expand the
Divvy for Everyone program for
low-income customers; and pilot
an adaptive bike sharing program
for people with disabilities.

Under the agreement, the city
will maintain ownership of the
current capital equipment, which
means they will still have to re-
imburse Divvy for all stolen and
damaged bike throughout the
year. Lyft will continue to operate
Divvy with equipment owned by
the city as well as new equipment
purchased by Lyft.

The city will maintain con-
trol over significant fare pric-
ing changes and any new fare

products or promotions, and Lyft

will continue to be accountable
for meeting service quality stan-
dards.

The amendment does not ex-
tend the existing term of the Div-
vy contract, which has nine years
remaining. Divvy will remain
the exclusive bike share system

in Chicago and the city will not

license or permit any additional
bike share operations during the
term of the agreement.

The amendment restructures

the financial terms of the contract

with the hope that it will increase
annual guaranteed revenues and
reduce financial risk to the city.

JACQUES INTERNATIONAL
LANGUAGE ACADEMY

LANGUAGE CLASSES

ARABIC
CHINESE
FRENCH

520 DISCOUNT

BRING THIS COUPON TO AVAIL OFFER

2953 W. Devon Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60659

GERMAN
HEBREW
ITALIAN

JAPANESE
RUSSIAN
SPANISH

PICK ANY LANGUAGE
GET $20 OFF A ONE MONTH COURSE

LIMITED TIME OFFER, EXPIRES SOON
SIGN UP WITH CODE JILA4

312-871-1994

www.jila-chicago.us
www.chicagofrenchschool.com

Lyft will pay the city an annual
payment of $6 million, which
will increase by four percent each
year. Further, the city will receive
$1.5 million in minimum guar-
anteed revenue from advertising
and promotions, and five percent

of all rider revenue that exceeds
$20 million per year. Over the
nine year life of the contract, this
totals a minimum of $77 million
in guaranteed revenue available
for investment in transportation
improvements and programming.
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Join Dave Willard of the Chicago Audu-
bon Society for the annual Spring bird
walk at Indian Boundary Park on Sunday,
April 28.

The Spring bird walk is free of charge
and presented by the Indian Boundary
Park Advisory Council. Donations of any
amount will be accepted.

Walkers will spot dozens of species of

NEWS-STAR

Bird walk at Indian Boundary Park

birds, but the 45-minute jaunt through the
park is only the beginning.

After the walk, walkers and birders will
join Dave in the cultural center to enjoy
fresh-baked and store-bought goodies and
warm drinks, and continue the discussion.

For more information, visit www.indian-
boundaryparkadvisorycouncil.org.

Adopt-a-Beach program
needs trash and data

Collecting events underway now

As last weekend’s snow melts away and
Spring finally begins to appear around the
Great Lakes, volunteers are heading out to
beaches for a spring cleaning.

On the North side, cleaning events are
being planned for Loyola, North Shore,
Hollywood, Foster, Montrose, Fullerton
and North Ave. beaches. But it’s not just
trash pick up anymore for volunteers, re-
searchers are looking for trash data too.

The Alliance for the Great Lakes’ Adopt-
a-Beach program mobilizes thousands of
volunteers who give back to their local
beaches each year. April marks the unof-
ficial beginning of the beach season around
the Great Lakes as many groups host their
first Adopt-a-Beach events of the year.

Volunteer cleanup events are underway
now and run through April and into May
and even June.

Last year, more than 14,000 Adopt-a-
Beach volunteers picked up 35,606 pounds
of litter as part of 900 cleanups around the

region. In addition to cleaning up beaches,
volunteers collect valuable data, which is
shared with beach managers and scien-
tists.

Data collected by Adopt-a-Beach volun-
teers gives insight into the most common
and problematic types of litter. In 2018,
the majority of trash picked up by Adopt-
a-Beach volunteers (87%) was plastic,
which includes items like cigarette butts,
water bottles, or food containers. In addi-
tion to being an eyesore, plastic pollution
can harm the lakes and animals that live in
them. Over time, plastic litter breaks down
into small pieces which can be eaten by
birds, fish, and other wildlife. Tiny plas-
tic pieces have also been found in bottled
water, beer, and even tap water around the
region.

Volunteers interested in participating
in Adopt-a-Beach can find events in their
community, or start their own cleanup, by
visiting www.greatlakesadopt.orgm, or by
calling 312-445-9760.
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Showing of ‘Ten Parks’
April 23 at Berger Park

Friends of the Parks will host a free
screening of the documentaries “Ten Parks
that Changed America” and “Last Four
Miles,” 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 23, at Berger
Park, 6205 N. Sheridan Rd.

Friends will screen excerpts of the “Ten
Parks that Changed America” documentary
as a prompt for facilitated discussions. The

parks activist group wants citizens to think
about how parks --and lakefront parks in
particular -- contribute to the health of Chi-
cago and how the city could work together
to finish the lakefront park and path sys-
tem, per their Last Four Miles Initiative,
calling for building a lakefront park all the
way north to the Evanston border.

TRAINS fromp. 1

and moved to Clarendon Park in 1963. The
club meets regularly in the Clarendon Park
Field House to build and operate the rail-
road with the goal of educating the public
and their members about the history and
operations of railroads. The fifth and cur-
rent model layout began in 1974 after a
remodeling of the field house. It includes
approximately 1,400-feet of hand-laid
track with reliable operations controlled
by a state-of-the-art signaling system. The
railroad travels through the fictional Ap-
palachian towns of Summit, Georgetown,
Bridgeport and Williamsport.

“At the Garfield-Clarendon Model Rail-
road Club you can escape the world you
know to a magical snapshot in time, hand-
crafted, hand-operated and always differ-
ent,” boasts their website.

The club is run by volunteers. In 2018
they started an annual six week program
for local school children. The program is
held using a classroom at the Center and
the train layout room. They teach how
mathematics, engineering, and other sci-
ences play a role in the everyday opera-
tions of railroads and public transit.

Some interesting facts: the 1,400’ of
track is 100% digital command controlled,
and features fully signaled dual main lines
with up to 25 independently operated trains
that can run at the same time at a speed that
takes over 25 minutes to complete a round
trip.

The miniature railroad experience - guar-
anteed to light up your eyes - is open ev-
ery Friday except the first Friday of every
month, which is when the club meets, from
7 - 9 p.m., unless otherwise noted.

The Clarendon Park Community Center
is a short walk east from the Wilson Red
Line station. There is plenty of parking
available next to the building.

Check out their videos of the trains at
www.garfieldcentral.org - and then check
out the model set yourself. It’s a wonder
for all eyes!

TIF fromp. 1

Program, which includes improvements to
the Bryn Mawr Red Line CTA station and
tracks.

Originally scheduled to expire at the end
of 2019, the new expiration date for the
district will be in 2031.
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