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After climbing a great hill, one only finds 
that there are many more hills to climb. 

—  Nelson Mandela

BY BOB ZULEY 

Inside Publications has learned 
that the tragic death of 13-year 
old Adam Toledo on March 29 in 
Chicago’s Little Village neighbor-
hood is linked to the Edgewater 
community and nearby environs. 

As the proximate cause of 
young Toledo’s death, Ruben Ro-
man Jr., 21, has past addresses on 
W. Elmdale Ave., N. Paulina St., 
and as of yet unconfirmed ad-
dress on N. Claremont. 

Toledo’s death has now trans-
fixed Chicago, casting blame on 
parenting and policing, and sug-
gesting that Mayor Lori Lightfoot 
resign even as Roman has largely 
escaped responsibility. 

Toledo was killed after Chi-
cago police responded to reports 
of multiple gunshots shortly after 
2:30 a.m. in the vicinity of Sawyer 
Ave. near 24th Street as reported 
by at least two neighbors and the 
city’s Shotspotter gunshot locator 
devices. Nearby video surveil-
lance recordings released by Chi-
cago’s Civilian Office of Police 
Accountability [COPA] show 
Toledo accompanying a man 
now known as Ruben Roman as 
Roman fired a handgun multiple 
times at a passing vehicle. 

After firing the weapon, Ro-
man and Toledo fled on foot with 
a responding CPD patrol unit 
from the 10th District observing 
the two males in a nearby alley. 
One officer immediately subdued 
Roman as another pursued Toledo 
who was carrying a handgun in 
his right hand. We all now know 
how this event ended. 

A Ruger 9mm handgun with 
ammunition expended was recov-
ered at the scene. Ballistic testing 
linked the weapon to shell cas-

Toledo’s relationship with Roman 
linked to North Side area  

gun, drug arrests

ings recovered from where Ro-
man shot at the passing vehicle 
and gunshot residue was recov-
ered from Roman’s gloves. 

The prac-
tice of hand-
ing off a 
handgun to 
a minor is 
common in 
gang related 
s h o o t i n g s . 
Former Chi-
cago Police 
Supt. Garry 
M c C a r t h y 
told WBBM 
News that the 

blame for Toledo’s death should 
be laid squarely on street gangs -- 
not police. McCarthy said gangs 
use “shorties” or underage minors 
who are paired with adult gang 
members as minors can face less 
serious consequences in juvenile 
court. 

“They have the ‘shorties’ who 
they give the gun to,” McCarthy 
said. “This is very clearly that 
dynamic, and then something 
bad happens, and then we want to 
blame the police.” 

Ruben Roman in CPD custody on March 29th, 2021.
Image courtesy CPD/COPA

Roman was charged with resist-
ing arrest and released on his own 
recognizance with a May court 
date. In explaining his presence 
in the alley, Roman told police 
that he resided in Maywood, had 
dropped off his girlfriend nearby, 
and was waiting for a train in the 
alley. 

Any feeling of friendship and 
loyalty held by seventh grade 
student Toledo toward Roman, a 
convicted adult felon, was not re-
ciprocated in kind. Roman denied 
knowing Toledo but furnished a 
fictitious name for the boy. The 
Toledo family claim no knowl-
edge of Roman. 

In explaining Roman’s release 
from custody, Cook County 
State’s Attorney Office said in a 
statement, “Misdemeanor charg-
es, like the resisting charges here, 
are direct filed by the police de-
partment and the State’s Attor-
ney’s Office is not alerted when 
someone is arrested on a mis-
demeanor charge and receives a 
bond from the police station.” 

Ruben Roman’s past criminal 

Ruben Roman 
mugshot photo, 
2019. Image cour-
tesy Evanston Po-
lice Dept.

roman see p. 12

(L to R): Kevin Britton; Nickolas Colon; Alita Smith

Violent crime  
continues to plague CTA

by CWBChicago

Despite low ridership due to 
COVID, violent crime is continu-
ing to be a problem on the CTA 
train system, according to police 
records. But Chicago cops are 
making quite a few arrests, too. In 
fact, three more people have been 
arrested and charged with com-
mitting robberies on the “L” sys-
tem downtown and in Old Town 
this last week.

Most recently, prosecutors 
charged Alita Smith, 25, with 
robbing a woman at the Sedgwick 
Brown line CTA station April 16. 
Assistant State’s Attorney Cal-
vin Estrella said Smith asked the 
woman at the station for money, 
and the victim agreed to give her 
$15 or $20.

The two women walked to a 
nearby ATM, where the alleged 
victim began to withdraw cash. 
Smith pushed her out of the way 
and boxed her out while typing 
in a transaction for $200, Estrella 
said. Smith allegedly grabbed the 
money from the machine, told the 
victim she had friends who would 
kill her, and fled into a nearby 
building.

Police found Smith inside the 
building and took her into cus-
tody. Estrella said she returned 
some of the money to the victim, 
who had scratch marks on her 
neck from the altercation.

Judge John Lyke set Smith’s 
bail at $5,000.

On April 15, prosecutors 
charged Kevin Britton, 38, with 
body-slamming a 60-year-old 
robbery victim on the Chicago-
State Red Line CTA platform.

Britton borrowed the victim’s 

phone as they rode a Red Line 
train around 10:30 a.m. April 14 
and then refused to give it back 
as the victim prepared to exit at 
Chicago-State, prosecutors and 
police said.

Instead, Britton allegedly put 
the man’s phone into his pocket 
and walked off the train. The 
man chased after Britton and 
grabbed his jacket, but Britton 
body-slammed the man, choked 
him, punched him in the face, 
and kneed him in the head, pros-
ecutors said. CTA surveillance 
cameras allegedly recorded the 
attack.

Police arrested Britton in the 
entryway of a nearby building. 
The victim identified him as the 
robber, prosecutors said. Britton, 
who is on parole for residential 
burglary and conditional dis-
charge for misdemeanor battery, 
was ordered held in lieu of $1 
million bail by Judge David Na-
varro.

Prosecutors last week also 
charged Nickolas Colon, 32, with 
robbing a passenger on the Blue 
Line at LaSalle. Colon allegedly 
grabbed the woman from behind, 
took her phone, then ran from the 
train around 3:15 p.m. April 10.

The alleged victim’s brother 
tracked her stolen phone and 
helped police locate Colon at the 
Sedgwick Brown Line CTA sta-
tion a short time later, according 
to a CPD report and prosecutors. 
Colon was holding the pinging 
phone in his hand when police ar-
rested him, a prosecutor said.

Judge Charles Beach set bail 
for Colon at $10,000 and ordered 
him to go onto electronic moni-
toring if he’s released.

Area residents are invited to 
discuss local transportation issues 
during the final event in the Edge-
water Environmental Coalition 
[EEC] Town Hall Tuesdays series 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday on Zoom.

Topics will include public and 
mass transportation, active trans-
portation such as biking and walk-
ing, and the future of sustainable 
and renewable energy in fuel use 
for car travel.

“We envision a clean, green, 
and healthy community with a 
diverse coalition of individuals 
and groups actively supporting 
local resiliency, sustainability, 
and equitability,” the EEC said in 
a press release. “Please join (us) 
to explore Chicago’s most press-

Final Town Hall Tuesdays  
event to focus on transportation issues

ing issues to create a sustainable 
future.”

Community experts and inno-
vators will participate in the con-
versation, with featured speakers 
including Courtney Cobbs of Bet-
ter Streets Chicago, Kassie Beyer 
of Jobs to Move America, Julia 
Gerasimenko of Active Trans-
portation Alliance, and Deloris 
Lucas of We Keep You Rollin’, 
alongside community innovators 
Rick Rosen of LanzaTech and 
Zach Waickman the Biodiesel 
Lab Manager at Loyola Univer-
sity Chicago, and others. 

Attendees will be asked to 
think about the following ques-
tions:

Where are we now?

What can we do in 2021?
What can we do long-term?
“We hope you join us to cre-

ate a city-wide dialogue working 
together to answer them,” EEC 
said.

EEC brings a green voice to lo-
cal challenges, empowering peo-
ple to build and maintain a more 
sustainable future through action, 
organizing, education, and advo-
cacy.

“We are rooted in advancing a 
healthy and verdant Edgewater,” 
EEC said.

For more information email 
sustainedgewater@gmail.com.

What’s Ald. Martin hiding? 
                     Story on page 7
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By Thomas J. O’Gorman

Terror is a strange commodity. 
The unbridled forces of emotion 
stretching fear and anxiety be-
yond human reason. 

Internal psychic vulnerability 
that reaches far beyond the famil-
iar boundaries of personal safety 
or predictable cautions. 

I don’t mean a loss at Wrigley 
Field, being tossed out of Gib-
son’s or Butch McGuire’s for bad 
behavior at the bar. 

No, indeed. I’m talking flames 
beneath your wings while land-
ing at O’Hare. Or a plunge off the 
“L” tracks downtown, a free fall 
in a Sear’s Tower elevator, smell 
of smoke in your Hancock Build-
ing condo, or a 3 a.m. knock on 
the door from federal agents who 
have a warrant for your arrest.

Of course these are classic 
Chicago terrors, the type that get 
brewed in the cauldron of our 
worst fears and anxieties over a 
lifetime of living in this city. 

Some of Chicago’s worst di-
sasters may have inspired some 
of our late night appreciation of 
terror. You know, for the kind of 
things we put stars on our city’s 
flag. Like the battle and burning 
of Fort Dearborn in 1812. Or the 
searing flames of the Great Fire 
of 1871 when 3/5 of the metropo-
lis went up in flames. 

Some disasters may carry the 
recollection of other moments of 
fear and terror. Valentines Day 
1929 is a good example. When 
gun fire in a Lincoln Park ga-
rage underscored the reality of 
gangland bootlegging muscle and 
massacre on our neighborhood 
streets.

Shoot-outs and hooliganism 
certainly have been a part of our 

Chicago past. Rivalries and rob-
beries often went hand and hand 
through the streets. Mayhem had 
the time to incubate along the 
thoroughfares.

Creepy-eyed murderers acting 
alone have also been the source of 
a lot of Chicago’s appreciation of 
terror. Who could forget Dr. Hen-
ry Howard Holmes? “Dr. Death,” 
as he was known, remember him? 
The man who went on a killing 
spree coinciding with the World’s 
Columbian Exhibition of 1893. 
He had nine confirmed murders 
and 27 confessed. But he was 
only tried and convicted of one. 
All said to have taken place at 
his “murder castle” on the South 
Side.

He was executed in 1896 at 35 
years of age.

There are still lots of Chicago-
ans alive today who can remem-
ber the terror that spread across 
the city in 1966 after the murders 
of eight student nurses in a town-
house on the South Side by loner, 
drifter Richard Speck. From July 
13 to July 17, when he was ar-
rested, Speck cast a veil of horror 
across our city that discovered a 
fear it had never quite known be-
fore.

The city’s municipal under-
standing of terror widened. You 
see, spine-tingling terror has 
been a cumulative emotion. One 
that had been nourished by his-
tory, urban evolution, political 
fermentation, human cruelty and 
psychological madness.  

But make no mistake about it, it 
ain’t over yet.

The recent 1 a.m. shopping 
spree by a rampaging mob on 
Michigan Ave. is a great example 
of the evolution of urban terror. 
Pillaging a prominent fashion 
center is a classic tactic by mod-
ern urban war mongers. One that 
sends a message that is crystal 
clear in a nanosecond, that leaves 
little room for misunderstanding. 
It grabs the attention of every ur-
ban high-rise dweller and lake-
front liberal. 

When there are midnight panty 
raids afoot along the avenue of 
everyday Chi-town chic nothing 
is off the table. That would be the 
negotiating table where urban ter-
rorism is reborn as urban culture 
war, thanks to Mayor “Lightfin-
gers.” She’s quick to make sure 
nobody gets the wrong impres-
sion. Ransacking mobs appear 
simply as deeply inquisitive stu-
dents lost in their study of urban 
hurt.  

Swarming mobs, as we saw last 
summer, are a healthy sign for the 
mayor of urban attentiveness and 
commitment by young people, 
sealed in the highest accolades 
of looting, rioting and wholesale 
mayhem. 

The maor is surrounded by 
minefields of gross error and 
costly pillaging, herself. Her com-
mitment to erasing our national 
history and cultural achievement 
is full steam ahead. Building her 
list of monuments and statues to 
be erased, destroyed, in the finest 
dystopian terror.

She is fast becoming the van-
guard of urban science fiction, 
disconnected from rational per-
spectives of history. Relying on 
outside forces to fan the flames of 
her failures and distrust with the 
blind vision of isolation and ran-
cor. Is there any city employee or 
emergency personnel she hasn’t 
broken faith with? 

Police and Fire have become 
her personal “persona non gra-
ta,” while the Chicago Teachers 
Union flips her the finger and lets 
everyone know who’s really in 
charge.

Finally now in the days of early 
spring we stumble 
upon her ranks of 
urban allies. As they 
pull apart Nordstrom  
looking for shoes 
and frocks in the wee 
hours. Maybe the 
pillagers were look-
ing for something to 
wear to a Lake Shore 
Dr. shooting, a Grant 
Park drive-by, rape 
on the Red Line, Lin-
coln Square carjack-
ing or a lakefront “road rage.”

Are you scared yet? Are you 
frightened out of your socks? Are 
you weeping into your hands?  

Well you should be. Because 
nothing we have done deserves 
the sad, sorry treatment that May-
or “Lightfingers” is presently lay-
ing down on Chicago. Does she 
think we’re all stupid? 

Chicago is our friend. Our beau-
tiful pal from childhood, with us 
every step of the way. Are you 
willing to surrender our friend to 
the madness and mayhem of what 
passes now for civil government? 
Will you abandon this fine city to 
the euphemisms and falsehoods 

ITALIAN VILLAGE: The 
Capitanini family has served up 
Italian cuisine to Chicagoans for 
generations. For 94 years. Con-
gratulations on the swell WGN 
feature last week. Al and Pam 
Santoro Capitanini are column 
friends and a true force for good.

AMBASSADOR TO THE 
HOLY SEE: The White House 
is finalizing its short list of dip-
lomatic appointments. One key 
post, to the Vatican, has the name 
of some interesting Americans 
surfacing. Elizabeth Frawley 
Bagley has worked with the State 
Dept. for more than two decades. 
She served as President Clin-
ton’s Ambassador to Portugal 
and was well-liked in Lisbon. She 
was there with her young family, 
including her late husband Smith 
Bagley, the R.J. Reynolds To-

bacco heir. Also on 
the short list is for-
mer Univ. of Notre 
Dame professor and 
Illinois Congress-
man Daniel Lipin-
ski of the 3rd Con-
gressional District. 
Former Maryland 
Governor and Balti-
more Mayor Martin 
O’Malley is also a 
leading candidate.

I’M DONE: The Crown will 
start filming its hotly-anticipated 
fifth series in July - with a new 
cast taking over as the royals with 
Imelda Staunton portraying the 
Queen. I am afraid that at this 
juncture I will be taking my leave 
of the Netflix show. I am disap-
pointed in the elongated produc-
tion timetable. And I am no lon-
ger in tune with it. The characters 

terror see p. 6

We can still save our friend, and vanquish the terror

of new violence and plunder? 
Will anything remain on Michi-
gan Ave. after she is gone?

Can we not join together and 
stop this killing of 
Chicago’s spirit? 

Standing with 
each other we can 
defeat the violence. 
We can end the pil-
laging. We can put 
an end to the mid-
night plunder of our 
neighborhoods. We 
can save our friend. 
We can vanquish the 
terror. Once and for 
all. It’s as easy as eviction from 
a Rush St. bar. Ready for a place 
on our flag.

ART INSTITUTE: Denise 
Gardner is the new Board Chair 
at the Art  Institute of Chicago. 
Her long track record for artis-
tic refinement and management 
makes her an ideal fit for the 

museum, as well as 
the School of the 
Art Institute. She is 
the first woman and 
first African Ameri-
can to chair the in-
stitution’s governing 
body. She has an 
extensive record of 
service to corporate 
America, including 
at Soft Sheen Prod-
ucts, founded by her 
husband’s parents. 

She has served the boards of the 
Chicago Humanities Festival, the 
Chicago Public Library and the 
Chicago Community Trust. She 
currently sits on the boards of 
the Arts Club and the Donnelley 
Foundation.

LOU MITCHELL’S AT 
98:  Many Chicagoans believe 
that Lou Mitchell invented the 
American breakfast. All those 
double-yolked eggs, skillet sau-
sage patty, hash browns and thick 
cut Greek toast. Plus strong coffee 
of substance long before anyone 
ever heard of Starbucks. Well, the 
pandemic shut them down in Oc-
tober. But now the doors to Lou 
Mitchell’s are open once again. 
Donut holes galore and Milk 
Duds at the ready. Everyday at 6 
a.m. Lou’s has always been one of 
those eateries with lines around 
the block and a crowded interior. 
Some changes will be made by 
the pandemic, but otherwise it’s 
back to normal with the fresh 
squeezed O.J. and best waffles in 
town. And an old-fashioned wait 
staff like nowhere else in town. 
565 W. Jackson Blvd.

HeirloomBooks
Open Noon-7 pm
6239 N. Clark St.

239-595-7426

Once you’re here,  
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Elizabeth Frawley Bagley

Chicago is our friend. Our beautiful pal from childhood, with us every step 
of the way.
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That is starting to change now 
that people are getting vaccinated 
in higher numbers, Largay said. 
Those young people who moved 
out are now tired of living with 
their parents. Restaurants and 
bars are reopening. The city’s 
museums and cultural centers 
have opened their doors again.

And what about the future of 
office work in downtown Chi-
cago? Will companies provide 
employees more flexibility? Will 
some workers come into the of-
fice three days a week and work 
from home the other two?

Beaudoin said that this flex-
ibility seems to be a key for office 
workers. He said that recent re-
search from JLL found that 74% 
of employee respondents wanted 
to return to the office but also 
wanted flexibility in their work 
schedules. Some, for example, 
said they wanted to work three 
to four days in the office but also 
wanted the opportunity to work 
remotely on the other days.

But fully remote workforces? 
That won’t happen for most com-
panies, Beaudoin said.

“Most offices will come back 
close to normal. That’s what we 
are forecasting,” Beaudoin said. 
“But flexibility will remain im-
portant. Even pre-pandemic, 
many companies were moving to-
ward a more flexible work model 
of people coming into the office 
three to four days a week and 
working remotely the rest of the 
week. The pandemic has only ac-
celerated that trend.”

As Bramson says, employees 
want flexibility while employers 
want accountability. Employees 
proved that they could be ac-
countable when working from 
home. This has earned them some 
flexibility from their employers.

But this doesn’t mean that most 
companies will want their em-
ployees working from home full-
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Chicago 
home buy-
ers and ho-
meowners 
seeking to 
ref inance 
this spring 
still may 
have a 
chance to 
lock in a 

near rock-bottom interest rate and 
save money, experts say.

On April 15, benchmark 30-
year fixed mortgage rates nation-
wide fell to an average of 3.04% 
from 3.13% a week earlier, re-
ported Freddie Mac’s Primary 
Mortgage Market Survey.

On April 1st, 30-year fixed 
rates hit an average of 3.18% na-
tionwide, a rise of more than a 
half of 1 percentage point—since 
setting a modern-day record low 
of 2.65% on Jan. 7.

The bargain 2.65% benchmark 
is the lowest rate in the Freddie 
Mac survey’s history which dates 
back to 1971. A year ago, lend-
ers were charging an average of 
3.31% for 30-year fixed loans.

“Mortgage rates took a dip on 
April 15 when the 30-year fixed-
rate mortgage decreased by al-
most 10 basis points, week over 
week,” said Sam Khater, Freddie 
Mac’s chief economist.

“The economy is improving on 
the demand side and on the sup-
ply side, a variety of goods and 
materials remain scarce,” Khater 
said. “As a result of this imbal-
ance, pricing pressures are build-
ing and causing inflation to rise.”

Despite the recent dip in mort-
gage rates, Freddie Mac’s econo-
mists expect interest charges to 
increase modestly for the remain-
der of this year, so Khater urged 
home buyers to act quickly if they 
want to lock in a mortgage in the 
low-3% range.

The Freddie Mac survey re-
ported that 15-year fixed-rate 
mortgages nationwide averaged 
2.35% down from 2.42% a week 
earlier. A year ago, the 15-year 
fixed home loan averaged 2.80%.

In Chicago, Gateway Capital 
Mortgage was quoting 2.877% on 
30-year fixed loans, and 2.125% 
on 15-year fixed mortgages on 
April 15, according to rateSeeker.
com.  

The Freddie Mac survey is fo-
cused on conventional, conform-
ing, fully amortizing home pur-
chase loans for borrowers who 
put 20% down and have excellent 
credit.

In 2020, mortgage interest rates 
set new record lows an amazing 
16 times, and thousands of first-

time home buyers moved across 
the threshold into new and exist-
ing housing. There may be a brief 
window of opportunity for lock-
ing in a near record low interest 
rate this spring for buyers who 
move quickly.

Analysts said long-term mort-
gage rates moved higher because 
of rising interest rates on 10-year 
Treasury notes. Recently, they 
rose to 1.74% from a shockingly 
low 0.54% during the depths 
of the pandemic. On April 15, 
the 10-year Treasury-note yield 

Home buyers can still lock in low rates

The Home Front 
By Don DeBat
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Real Estate Broker

The first of four Uptown Unit-
ed webinars focusing on real es-
tate development issues will take 
place 6-7 p.m. Tuesday.

“What is Affordable Hous-
ing?” features a panel of experts 
who will provide an overview on 
the topic, answer frequently asked 
questions, and “debunk some 
common misconceptions,” the lo-
cal economic development group 
said in a press release.

“Affordable housing is an im-
portant topic that comes up a lot 
around real estate development 
projects in Uptown and Chicago,” 
Uptown United said. “But do you 
know what affordable housing re-
ally is?”

Panelists are identified as “pro-
fessionals who provide, build, 
study, and manage policy around 
affordable housing.” The group 
includes Rafael Leon, executive 
director of the Chicago Metropol-
itan Housing Development Cor-
poration and an Uptown United 
board member; David Brint with 
Brinshore Development; Megan 
Oswald with Fulton Grace Realty 
and the 2021 Chair for the Illi-
nois Realtors Affordable Housing 
Committee; and Geoff Smith with 
the Institute for Housing Studies 
at DePaul University.

Attorney Antonia Mills will 
serve as moderator for the discus-
sion. Participants can submit ques-
tions ahead of time by visiting bit.
ly/uptownwebinar. The event is 
free, with registration available at 
zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_
aJXPKY3eTzaPZnepVTqDpA.

For more information call 773-
878-1064.

First of four 
webinars asks  

‘What is 
Affordable 
Housing?’

Skyline view.                                                          Photo by Don Garbarino

FREE VACUUMING
3218 W. Irving 

4550 W. Addison
4820 W. Lawrence

Automatic Car Wash

$3  
EXPRESS 

CAR WASH
EXPRESS 

CAR WASH

ALLNEW

Filling those downtown buildings
We all know that the Loop and 

general downtown area has taken 
a big hit the last year. Vacancy 
rates are up and there are ques-
tions as to how many people will 
care to return to working down-
town now that we’ve all figured 
out how to work from home. 

But now the vaccine campaigns 
are out and Illinois and Chicago 
are loosening their COVID re-
strictions.

To get a feel for what’s happen-
ing now in downtown Chicago, 
REjournals’ Dan Rafter spoke 
with three commercial real es-
tate professionals from the Chi-
cago office of JLL, Christian 
Beaudoin, managing director of 
research and strategy; and Keith 
Largay and Jeff Bramson, who 
are both senior managing direc-
tors and co-heads of the Chicago 
and Columbus, OH, offices of 
JLL. Beaudoin had the statistics 
that showed just hard the last 14 
months have been on downtown 
Chicago. He said that office 
buildings in downtown are now 
about 20% full.

Here’s the meat of their report:
The good news? That figure is 

on the rise. Beaudoin said that as 
the distribution of vaccines in-
creases, it’s expected that the of-
fice occupancy rate in downtown 
Chicago should rise to 4% to 50% 
by Memorial Day. The larger oc-
cupiers should follow, too, with 
the expectation being that office 
buildings in downtown Chicago 
will be at 70% to 75% capacity 
after Labor Day.

Bramson said that he only has 
to look out his office window to 
see that downtown Chicago is 
waking up again. There are cars 
driving down Wacker Dr. People 
are milling about the River Walk. 
That wasn’t happening in the fall 
and winter of this year.

“We’ve been back in the office 
since late June, early July. Things 
looked a lot different back then,” 
Bramson said. “Back then, you 
didn’t have to look before cross-
ing the street. Now we have to 
stop at the crosswalks and look 
both ways. I drive from the sub-
urbs. The parking garage I use is 
full again.”

Public transportation, though, 
is a different story. Bramson said 
that most people who are working 
in downtown Chicago are driving 
into the city today, preferring to 
avoid the “L” or Metra trains. 
This, too, will change, though, 
Bramson said. As vehicle traffic 
into the city increases, many of 
the people who are driving today 

will grow frustrated and will re-
turn to public transportation.

And as far as office occupancy 
goes, Bramson said that the com-
pany managing the building that 
houses JLL’s downtown Chicago 
office provides a good indicator: 
That manager expects most of the 
other tenants in that building to 
return to the office starting this 
summer. And by Sept. 1? That’s 
when the building manager pre-
dicted that most companies will 
have at least the majority of their 
workforces back in their offices.

Largay said that the downtown 
multifamily market provides a 
good indicator, too, of what will 
follow in the office sector. And 
the news in the downtown multi-
family market is good right now.

“Apartment leasing velocity 
was exceptionally slow during 
the fall and winter,” Largay said. 
“Starting in the middle of Febru-
ary and continuing now, leasing 
velocity has picked up tremen-
dously.”

This isn’t a surprise to Largay. 
During the earlier days of the 
pandemic, and during the winter 
surge, most everything that is fun 
about living in downtown Chi-
cago was shut down. Restaurants 
were only providing carry-out 
or pick-up service. Bars weren’t 
open. Theaters were closed. Mu-
seums weren’t allowing visitors.

“Living in a dense urban city 
in the north in the winter, when 
you have small average units, and 
everyone is stuck at home, that’s 
really hard,” Largay said. “Every-
thing the city had to offer didn’t 
exist. All that was left was the 
higher cost of living in the units.”

And because most office work-
ers were working remotely, there 
was little reason for many people, 
especially younger people, to con-
tinue renting in downtown Chi-
cago. That’s why so many young 
people left their apartments and 
moved back home during the pan-
demic. buildings see p. 10

slipped to 1.53% from 1.63% a 
week earlier.

The window to save money also 
may still be open for homeowners 
seeking to refinance, since mort-
gage rates still are lower than last 
spring when the pandemic began.

Looking back even further, to-
day’s average rate is 1.27% lower 
than the 4.31% lenders were quot-
ing in March of 2019. For the 
last five to 10 years, the average 
30-year fixed mortgage rate has 
floated in the 4% range.  

Homeowners who refinanced 

their mortgage as recently as two 
years ago are still likely to cut 
their monthly payment if they 
refinance again this spring. For 
example, the monthly payment 
on a $350,000 loan two years ago 
would be about $240 less on aver-
age today.

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat 
is co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.
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3000 N. Broadway
Call 773-348-5510 to arrange curbside pick-up or delivery

www.barryregentcleaners.com

Perfecting “The Art of Clean” since 1950

Shirts are simply  
cleaned better at Barry-Regent
Optimized cleaning for each garment.  
Three cleaning methods; two types  
of dry-cleaning PLUS aqua-cleaning.

Giving Mother Earth some TLC to celebrate her day 
E a r t h 

Day is to-
mor row, 
April 22, 
and we 
should all 
try and 
do some-
thing -- 
however 
great or 
small -- 
to make 

our planet a cleaner, healthier, 
and better place to live. Not sure 
yet how I’ll honor Mother Earth, 
but what the Rogers Park Busi-
ness Alliance [RPBA] is doing in 
my neighborhood is awesome. 

To welcome spring and in an 
effort to make the community 
more pollinator-friendly and 
biodiverse, RPBA will give out 
free seed packets on  Earth Day. 
They’ll be available 

at the following businesses dur-
ing their regular business hours, 
while supplies last:

Bark Place, 1775 W. Greenleaf 
Ave.; Charmers Café, 1500 W. 
Jarvis Ave.; ChiTown Magpie, 
6443 N. Sheridan Rd.; Handsome 
Bastard Barber Shoppe, 7044 N. 
Clark St.; 

Honeybear Café, 7036 N. Clark 
St.; Rogers Park Florist, 1415 W. 
Morse Ave.; Rogers Park Social, 
6920 N. Glenwood Ave.; Sol Café, 
1615 W. Howard St.; Third Coast 
Comics, 6443 N. Sheridan Rd. 

It’s not just the seed giveaway 
that I’m sending a shout out 
thanks to RPBA about. The orga-
nization is also responsible for the 
fun artwork by muralist Natalia 
Virafuentes, who is brightening 
things up around here by painting 
the windows of all the abovemen-
tioned participating businesses, 
to add to the Spring theme. And 
I further admire this endeavor 
because the really cute plant seed 
envelopes are made from recycled 
paper by students at Gale Acad-
emy and Kilmer Elementary. 

Talk about a joint community 
effort! 

Last Friday, Virafuentes start-
ed her painting and so far, we 
have butterflies, hummingbirds 
and flowers gracing our streets, 
with more to come. Her plan is to 
have all the windows finished by 
tonight. Virafuentes said she be-
came involved in the project after 
being informed by RPBA about 
the greenness of the effort. 

“When they reached out to me 
they told me about their Earth 
Day event where they will be giv-
ing out pollinator seeds in enve-
lopes made from recycled paper 
by students at

Gale Academy and Kilmer El-
ementary… this would help Rog-
ers Park become more pollinator 
friendly and biodiverse,” said 
Virafuentes, who lives in Albany 
Park. “They want to spread envi-
ronmental consciousness and edu-
cate the community about the dif-
ferent ways they can give back to 
Earth and help restore our natural 
habitat. 	

“After hearing this, how could 
I say no?” said Virafuentes, who 
has been drawing and painting 
since she was a little girl, encour-
aged by her dad. “I was happy to 
create welcoming signs that would 
catch people’s attention from afar. 
I was inspired by Mexican em-
broidery and Alebrijes because of 
their bright colors, patterns and 
the relation to nature.” 

A Mexican-American muralist/
interdisciplinary artist, Virafuent-
es’ philosophy is that art is a form 
of self-expression that gives you 
“a bigger sense of self.”  

“I’ve always enjoyed express-
ing myself through art,” said Vi-
rafuentes. “It’s therapeutic and an 
amazing sense of freedom. My 
artwork varies and changes as I 
change, but for the most part I’ve 
always enjoyed playing with col-
ors and transforming an empty 
canvas into something amazing.” 

When asked how it feels to be 
lively-ing up the streets of East 
Rogers Park, she said she hopes 
the colorful images “will help lift 
the neighborhood’s spirit.” (I  have 
no doubt that they will.). 

”I have been having a great 
time adding life and color to help 
community members start strong 
and fresh this Spring!” exclaimed 
Virafuentes. “I enjoyed talking 
with the owners and pedestrians 
walking by. 

“So many people openly show-
ing their appreciation and love for 
the beautification of their neigh-
borhood made me want to work 
even harder,” she added. “I want 
to give the community something 
that will make them smile as they 
go by.”

Come on out to Rogers Park on 
Earth Day and see Virafuentes’ 
eye-catching work. And while 
you’re there, pick up your free 
seeds, have a hearty breakfast or 
lunch at the delightful Honeybear 
Café, find a cool, locally-made 
gift or two at ChiTown Magpie 
and some Spring flowers at Rog-
ers Park Florist, and grab a sa-
vory treat for Fefe or Fido at Bark 
Place. 

Sigh…I love my neighborhood. 
What an amazing place I’ve had 
to live for the last 45 years. 

Here are a few other Earth Day 

events/clean-ups: 
• At 10:30 a.m. Saturday, Lin-

coln Square North Neighbors 
Clean Up and Tree Count for 
Earth Day will launch at the Ain-
slie Arts Plaza, 4844 N. Lincoln 
Ave. 

The city will provide tools and 
garbage bags to clean between 
Lawrence and Foster avenues, 
Western and Francisco avenues. 
Hand sanitizer, gloves, and masks 
for those needing them will be 
provided.  

During the event, the group will 
also mark where Ash trees are, as 
they are in danger. The Emerald 
Ash Borer bug is decimating the 
ash tree population, and it could 
succeed in killing all the city’s 
ash trees within the next three 
years if nothing is done. Help lo-
cate all the Ash trees that already 
have markers on them for future 
fundraising to try and save them. 
• From 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

May 2 (and select Sundays after 
that) will be the Edgewater Beach 
Stewardship for Earth Day. Help 
clean up and restore the natural 
area at Kathy Osterman Beach. 
Meet at the beach house, 5800 N. 
Lake Shore Dr. Tools, gloves, wa-
ter refills, snacks and instruction 
will be provided but bring your 
own water and wear closed-toe 
shoes. All ages/experience levels 
welcome. For more info contact 
Renee Patten at ostermanbeach-
naturalarea@gmail.com.
• From 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Saturday, the Edgewater Envi-
ronmental Coalition will host 

Heart  
of the ‘Hood
By Felicia Dechter

We’ve got color! Muralist Natalia Virafuentes is brightening up East Rogers Park businesses with her vibrant 
painting, including at Honeybear Cafe, Bark Place and Handsome Bastard Barber Shoppe.

neighborhood clean-ups. Meet at 
the Edgewater Community Gar-
den at Rosemont and Broadway. 
Materials will be provided but if 
you have personal gloves, pickers, 
bags, etc., bring your own for in-
creased safety.
• From 10 a.m. to noon Satur-

day, Rotary Districts around the 
Great Lakes, in partnership with 
Grant Park Advisory Council, 
will be spending the morning 
cleaning up Grant Park.  

Participants will be assigned to 
identified sectors within the park. 
The first emphasis will be south 
of Ida B. Wells to Roosevelt Rd. 
Additional sectors north of Ida B. 
Wells will be assigned if there are 
enough helpers. Trash bags and 
gloves will be provided. 
•  From 9 to 11 a.m. Saturday, 

the Horner Park Advisory Coun-
cil and Friends of the Parks are 
hosting a clean up. Stop by the 
back of the H orner Park Field-
house, 2741 W. Montrose Ave., to 
sign in and collect supplies. Due 
to Covid, you’ll need to register 

through Eventbrite. 
•  Starting at 9:30 a.m. Satur-

day at the Lincoln Park Con-
servancy, 2391 N. Stockton Dr., 
volunteers  will meet in groups 
of no more than 30 people ev-
ery half-hour. They will fan out 
from North Ave. to Barry to give 
as much of the park as possible 
some TLC. There will be clean-
up of existing prairies and natural 
areas,  rejuvenating  planting and 
seeding, mulching park trees, and 
park cleanups. Anyone interested 
please email Aaron Hammond at 
ahammond@lincolnparkconser-
vancy.org, ASAP. (And just an 
FYI, the always-amazing Alfred 
Caldwell Lily Pool opened for the 
season last Saturday).  
• At 10 a.m. Sunday, Ald. Debra 

Silverstein’s 50th Ward Volunteer 
Clean Up will be held at Kedzie 
Ave. near Howard St. The grassy 
area to the west of the street is 
apparently desperately in need of 
attention. Meet at the corner of 
Kedzie and Jerome. Sign up at bit.
ly/50thWardClean.

After being cancelled in 2020, 
the local Art Walk neighborhood 
collaboration is returning to Edge-
water this year and will remain in 
place from Thursday – Earth Day 
– until Memorial Day along four 
blocks of Sheridan Road.

Participating artists will be 
available in person at each Art 
Walk location 4-6 p.m. Thursday. 
Visitors are invited to celebrate 
Earth Day by learning about the 
way each artist group interpreted 
the phrase “Love The Earth.”

Art Walk returns for 2021
Masks and social distancing 

are required.
Six buildings are participat-

ing by hosting art installations 
this year: Edgewater Presbyte-
rian Church, 1020 W. Bryn Mawr 
Ave.;  Edgewater Beach Apart-
ments, 5555 N. Sheridan Rd.; The 
Renaissance, 5510 N. Sheridan 
Rd.; Care for Real, 5339 N. Sheri-
dan Rd.; The Breakers at Edge-
water Beach, 5333 N. Sheridan 
Rd.; and The Admiral at the Lake 
929 W. Foster Ave.

Art Walk 2021 also serves as a 
fundraiser for the local food pan-
try Care for Real, with a QR code 
included on the posters at each 
Art Walk site taking visitors to a 
dedicated donation page.

Care for Real is facing an in-
creased need for services due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. In 
2020, Care for Real served 143% 
more new first-time guests than 
in 2019. For more information 
call 773-769-6182.
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in real life and in the show are no longer 
of serious value to me. Reprehensible. Dys-
functional. Cruel.  I do not want this fam-
ily to continue in the governmental life of 
Britain or Europe. And will double my en-
ergies working for a united Ireland.

LUNCHING with the doctor: 
Christ the King Jesuit College Prep’s virtual 
Spring Luncheon Thursday, 
May 13, will feature Khalilah 
Gates-Hill, MD., a pulmonary 
specialist at Northwestern, 
who will share her experience 
working on the front lines dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic. 
As a partner in the luncheon,  
Gibsons will donate a portion 
of the proceeds for meals or-
dered on May 13 through their 
CTK DoorDash link. The event is free (do-
nations are welcome), but you need to reg-
ister to receive the links for the luncheon 
and the Gibsons meal. For more informa-
tion, or to sponsor, contact Maureen Kelly 
at mkelly@ctkjesuit.org or 773-413-3513.

FAMILY SCRAMBLE: Pablo Picas-
so’s 1932 painting depicts his mistress and 
muse, the 17-year-old French teen Marie-
Thérèse Walter. She was the mother of 
his daughter, Maya Picasso. The painting 
will be offered at Christie’s on May 11. 
“Femme assise près d’une fenêtre” (Marie-
Thérèse), it is expected to fetch a price of 
$55 million.

terror from p. 2 GO BUY A BOOK: Independent Book-
store Day is Saturday, April 24. Go buy a 
book and support your local independent 
bookstores. 

LIFTING THE VEIL: Sugar Raut-
bord, reminisces on Chicago’s storied past 
that restores some of our energy for what 
lies ahead. Three larger than life Chicago 
grandees: writer, Sugar Rautbord, ballet 

prima donna, Maria Tallchief 
Paschen and Lyric Opera Bal-
let’s Rene Crown.

WHO’S WHERE: First 
some bubbly at Ralph Lauren 
Bar & Grill and then a night-
cap at Gibson’s Steakhouse 
for Melissa Babcock, Wyn-
nis Mackie, Sherrill Bodine, 
Bobbi Panter and Denise 
Tomasello… Musical night 

Tina Gravel, Barb Bailey and Lauren 
Lein Cavanaugh joined later by Kathy 
Wolter Mondelli, Anne Schwartz Sher-
rill and Bethany Florek at ground zero 
for Chicago jazz, Le Piano, the place to 
be in Rogers Park… The Goggins Broth-
ers and Sisters out making fun and cel-
ebrating National Siblings Day … for-
mer Chicagoan Patrick M. Murphy, 70, 
of Charleston, SC, was the #1 caddie at 
Beverly Country Club in 1967 when he 
caddied for Arnold Palmer in the West-
ern Open… Peggy Snorff in Nantucket, 
MA…Birthday surprise bash with jonquils 
at Marchesea for lovely pal Toni DiMeola 

with Paul Iacono, Julie Barrish, April 
Schwartz, Jennifer Sutton Brieva, and 
Kathy O’Malley Piccone… Ashraming it 
in style, Mark Schimmelpfennig…Wild-
card Wednesday for Shelley Howard with 
Dr. Glenn and Mary Constable … Gor-
don Sinclair in the cool, sunny mountain 
air of San Miguel de Allende, Mexico, with 
longtime Chicago friend and modern home 
builder/owner, Louise Gilman…  Karin 
Carlson cruising around Denver with son, 
Mason… Eileen Howard Weinberg and 
Dianne Hawkins at Carmine’s on Rush… 
longtime WTTW newsman Phil Ponce and 
sons, WGN’s Dan Ponce and Fox32’s An-
thony Ponce, once sang the National An-
them at the White Sox home opener back 
in 2013… Nikki Friar eating up the sun in 
Palm Desert, CA… April Schwartz cut-
ting into the world’s most beautiful birth-
day cake … Bonnie Spurlock making 
time to meet and greet the great American 
photographer Annie Liebovitz … Count-
ing another year, Choate alum Sarah Q. 
Crane brightening the evening with Gold 
Coasters Jim Kinney, Brian White, 
James Staples at a Japanese feast.

AUCTION HOUSE SALE: Estate sale, 
online only, Sophie’s Room in Wilmette is 
conducting the sale of lots of small collect-
ibles, China, figurines, art, furniture and 
Judaica. Call 773-729-0638.

Stupidity is the same as evil if you 
judge by the results.  - Margaret Atwood

tog515@gmail.com

Bonnie Spurlock and Annie Leibovitz.April Schwartz Dan, Anthony and Phil Ponce.

Lou Mitchell open again.

Sugar Rautbord, Maria Tallchief 
Paschen and Rene Crown.

The Goggin Family brothers and sisters on Sibling Day.

Dr. Gates-Hill

GLASS CEILINGS: Carol  
“Mickey” Norton was the first wom-
an trader on the Chicago Mercantile 
Exchange’s (CME) International Mon-
etary Market (IMM) trading floor, 
and perhaps in the world, and counts 
ownership interests in the Chicago 
Bulls and the Chicago White Sox and 
attends every single home game. She 
turns 90 on Thursday. She’s a caring, 
generous woman and her life is indeed 
a blessing. A real Chicagoan. Woman 
of grace and muscle, she has abided 
in the strange world of financial ma-
neuvering that has been the making 
of Chicago. A pioneer for women in 
the male-dominated Chicago trading 
of the 1970s, she would be the first 
to admit it was a card game (bridge) 
with the legendary Leo Melamed,  
Exchange chairman emeritus, that got 
her hooked on trading. 

Mickey Norton with Southpaw, the White 
Sox mascot.
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This newspaper received heavily-redacted emails and letters through a Freedom of Information Act request that 
include interactions which took place in August and September 2019 between Ald. Martin’s office, a high-ranking 
city official and an executive with the non-profit housing developer The Community Builder. Ald. Matt Martin now 
refuses to release these documents and will not speak to the media about what they may contain.

Please Call for Assistance

773.472.6300
1458 W. Belmont Ave., Chicago, IL 60657

www.lakeviewfuneralhome.com

When a Life was Lived Well
Create a Service that

“Honors the Life”

“Honoring the Life” est. 1882

Se Habla Espanol and Expanded Facilities and Fully Accessible

by Peter von Buol

Ald. Matt Martin [47th] refuses 
to release - or even talk about - 
heavily redacted emails and let-
ters obtained by this newspaper 
through a Freedom of Informa-
tion Act [FOIA] request that in-
clude interactions which took 
place in August and September 
2019 between Ald. Martin’s of-
fice, a high-ranking executive 
with the non-profit housing de-
veloper The Community Builders 
[TCB], and high-ranking officials 
in the administration of Mayor 
Lori Lightfoot.

These interactions more-than-
likely are the details of a pre-
liminary deal in which a non-for-
profit developer, Boston-based 
TCB, would have been given a 
city-owned parking lot at 4715 
N. Western Ave. for a nominal 
fee to build what would initially 
have been a federally funded af-
fordable housing Transit Oriented 
Development [TOD] apartment 
building. 

After being rejected in 2020, 
that effort is now underway again, 
and this time Ald. Martin refuses 
to share a great number of signifi-
cant details with the community.

While we do not have the spe-
cific wording of what was dis-
cussed, it is possible to infer from 
what is left exposed in those heav-
ily redacted letters. 

Federally funded affordable 
housing units are these days built 
mostly through a byzantine in-
strument known as Low-Income 
Housing Tax Credits [LIHTC]. 
Pitched to the public to avoid the 
failures associated with the high-
rise public housing developments 
of the past, the LIHTC program 
was positioned to have private 
developers build housing for low-
income tenants.

Non-for-profit developers like 
TCB personally profit from these 
LIHTC deals through their own 
high annual salaries and also, 
in later renting the properties at 
market rates, or selling the prop-
erties - or even their selling the 
entire non-for-profit organization 
- at high prices sometime in the 
future.

Being classified as a “non-for 
profit” does not mean profit is 
not achieved. And as long as the 
backers of a non-for-profit pay 
their taxes on the sale proceeds, 
they are legally allowed to sell 
their organizations and keep the 
net proceeds.

In this case, Ald. Martin ap-
pears to be aiding in the transfer 
of the city-owned property (the 
parking lot) into private hands at 
no real cost to a potential devel-
oper, earning the winning bidder 
large profits without them ever 
putting much of their own capital 
at risk. The parking lot property 
was purchased in 1975 using tax 
dollars through an eminent do-
main action against the former 
property owners.

Included in the completely re-
dacted discussions is an email 
communication between TCB 
executive William Woodley and 
Josh Mark, Ald. Matt Martin’s 

Director of Development and 
Infrastructure. There is also an 
email from Woodley to Samir 
Mayekar, deputy mayor to Light-
foot. More than likely, these notes 
discussed acquisition of the park-
ing lot (for a nominal fee) by TCB 
but contingent upon the company 
obtaining the LIHTCs. Without 
those tax credits in place, Marks 
assured this newspaper in 2020 
that an acquisition could not pro-
ceed.

Developers who succeed in get-
ting the LIHTC credits typically 
auction them off to wealthy inves-
tors, who then use those credits to 
lower their own taxes. The devel-
oper then takes the auction pro-
ceeds and uses it as collateral to 
borrow money against to use for 
construction costs.

It is highly unlikely a developer 
would have applied for the tax 
credits without first getting Mar-
tin’s approval.

This newspaper also reached 
out to TCB’s Woodley, and asked 
if he would release the redacted 
letters, or speak on the record 
about the deal. As of publication, 
he has not responded.

Over the last few months, Ald. 
Martin has refused numerous at-
tempts to be interviewed by this 
newspaper or share those redacted 
documents with the community. 
Staffers claim this newspaper is 
misleading the community about 

a deal that started up shortly after 
he took office in May 2019. That 
deal was mostly kept secret from 
the community until Nov. 2019, 
when a tip from a city worker was 
passed along to others in a lo-
cal tavern and which is how this 
newspaper finally heard about it.

We have confirmed that at least 
two other Lincoln Square organi-
zations were brought in earlier on 
the secret negotiations, the Lin-
coln Square Ravenswood Cham-
ber of Commerce and their SSA 
board, and the Heart of Lincoln 
Square [HOLS] community orga-
nization. HOLS is a community 
organization which counts Matt 
Martin as one of its founders, and 
remains closely tied to the 47th 
Ward alderman’s office. 

In a recent online poll, Martin 
asked his constituents about the 
future use of what today is a park-
ing lot. Based on his questions, it 
was clear the poll had a pre-de-
termined outcome. While the poll 
sought input on the exterior of a 
future apartment building on the 
site, there was no way for a partic-
ipant to say they wanted to keep 
the parking lot. 

There were also no other al-
ternative uses such as a park or a 
flexible space to serve as a park 
and festival grounds.

The alderman’s chief of staff, 
Laura Reimers, disputes that a 
deal had been reached in 2019 
between Martin’s office and TCB 
and said he has consistently com-
municated community meetings 
in his newsletters. But the dates 
on city documents released in the 
FOIA request prove there were 
communications back and forth 
during the summer of 2019.

“We have not received a spe-
cific proposal for development at 
4715 N. Western Ave. and if we 
do receive a proposal, it will be 
subjected to our regular commu-
nity development process,” Reim-
ers said.

Martin’s community meeting 
process includes use of virtual 
meetings via Zoom, which shut 
out some older constituents, and 
which allows the meeting host to 

What’s Ald. Martin hiding?
Alderman refuses to talk about secret Lincoln Square parking lot plan hidden in redacted documents

mute people, suppressing open de-
bate. Ald. Martin also said he held 
a “No Press Allowed” meeting of 
local Lincoln Square businesses. 
While some local businesses have 
indeed been supportive of Mar-
tin’s plans, most businesses and 
residents have gone on the record 
against the plan, and this newspa-
per has seen copies of dozens of 
letters from local retailers oppos-
ing the plan. And right now, a pe-
tition which supports keeping the 
parking lot has more than 3,000 
signatures to date. These names 
include most of the recogniz-
able area businesses and neigh-
borhood residents known to this 
newspaper.

Outside of the HOLS organiza-
tion, after reporting on this pro-
posal now for over a year, this 
newspaper has heard from few 
people in the 47th Ward who ac-
tually support giving away the 
parking lot to a private developer 
for an affordable housing TOD 
project. 

TODs typically include only 
a few parking spaces for its 
residents. Ostensibly, TODs are 
meant to encourage the use of 
bikes and public transportation. 
However, neighbors of TODs at 
other locations throughout the 
city have frequently remarked to 
this newspaper how many TOD 
residents do have cars which are 

either parked on the street or in an 
off-site garage. TODs also create 
a large amount of other vehicu-
lar traffic too through shared car 
services, Amazon, Fed Ex, UPS, 
USPS and food delivery services. 
Having those vehicles double 
parked on Western and Leland 
avenues would exacerbate what is 
an already overly congested area.

Used daily by the patrons of 
the local businesses and cultural 
institutions, the parking lot at 
4715 N. Western Ave. also serves 
as part of the festival grounds for 
the city’s annual German Ameri-
can Day and Maifest celebrations, 
and as parking for vendors and 
customers of the nearby Farm-
ers’ Market and annual Applefest. 
The German American Festival is 
celebrating its 100th anniversary 
this year, and is one of the oldest 
ethnic cultural festivals in Chi-
cago. Losing that lot would not 
only put at risk many of the local 
retailers, but also the festivals and 
a few cultural institutions.

In the 1970s, the city of Chicago 
had acquired the parking lots’ six 
parcels through eminent domain. 
At the time, the businesses of the 
Lincoln Square Mall had a dif-
ficult time competing with their 
suburban competitors and adding 
a nearby parking lot enabled them 
to survive. 

The proposals to add more 
density while removing parking 
spaces in Lincoln Square seems 
to ignore the findings of a 1998 
Master Plan undertaken by The 
Lakota Group and DLK Archi-
tecture, at the behest of the 47th 
Ward Office, Lincoln Square 
Chamber of Commerce and Chi-
cago Dept. of Planning and Devel-
opment. That plan stated that the 
45-acre Lincoln Square commer-
cial district had a parking deficit 
of “approximately 1,519 parking 
space.” The plan noted the “limit-
ed availability of land in Lincoln 
Square makes it unlikely that the 
parking deficit will ever be com-
pletely eliminated. Improvements 
should be focused on optimizing 
available spaces, ensuring new 
parking is provided as part of all 
new developments, and where 
possible, adding small [parking] 
lots.” The plan actually called for 
building an expanded four-level, 
220-space parking deck at Leland 

18

Angelica Lis

From: Woodley, William <WWoodley@TCBINC.ORG>
Sent: Friday, August 23, 2019 12:29 PM
To: Bryan Esenberg;Kara Breems;Josh Mark
Cc: Alderman Martin's Office;Marisa Novara;Brooks, Kemena
Subject: Information on City-Owned Parking at 4715 N. Western and Process for Site 

Redevelopment 

Bryan, Kara and Josh,   

19

Thanks again for your help on this, 

Will Woodley 

hiding see p. 8

Non-for-profit  
developers like TCB  

personally profit from 
these LIHTC deals 

through their own high 
annual salaries and 
also, in later renting  

the properties at  
market rates, or selling 
the properties - or even 
their selling the entire 
non-for-profit organi-
zation - at high prices 

sometime in the future.
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Andersonville Market  
needs workers

The Andersonville Farmers Market is hiring people for a part-
time work for at least 4-6 hours per week, as seasonal market 
assistants. This person will work in tandem with the Market 
Manager to assist with the setup and break down of the weekly 
market beginning May 5 through Oct. 20 with standing hours on 
Wednesdays. 

Those interested may email Joan Oberndorf at market@ander-
sonville.org.

CALL 773-818-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave. 

101supplyok@gmail.com

Jacuzzi, Faucets, Sinks  
Vanities, Bidet

Ridgid Plumbing Tools

A-A SALVAGE
Plumbing Liquidation 

and Lincoln avenues adjacent to 
the Western Ave. Brown Line 
CTA station to help support the 
commercial district.

Interestingly, pre-COVID, the 
parking lot received such heavy 
usage from patrons spending a lot 
of time in Lincoln Square that its 
meter boxes rent spaces in incre-
ments of three hours, rather than 
only two hours. The parking lot is 
also heavily used by DANK Haus 
German Cultural Center for near-
ly 100 public and private events 
held annually.

Discussed in these redacted 
emails was TCB’s planned use 
of LIHTCs. These tax credits 
are highly sought after by devel-
opers. Their stated purpose is to 
subsidize construction of hous-
ing with strict income limits for 
those who participate in the pro-
gram. While this federal program 
may seem easy to understand, it 
is not. Each year, the federal In-
ternal Revenue Service sends tax 
credits to state and local housing 
agencies which grant them on to 
developers. These tax credits are 
then monetized through their sale 
to banks and other investors. To 
complicate matters, their sale is 
brokered using a person known 
as a “syndicator.” This byzantine 
arrangement makes it difficult for 
a layperson to see where the tax 
credits end up. Banks and inves-
tors are happy with this opaque 
arrangement because it allows 
them to claim tax deductions. 

Flush with cash from the sale 
of the tax credits, developers can 
proceed with their projects.

In 2017, Mike Daniel, a civil 
rights attorney who has spent 
years investigating the LITCs, 
told the PBS program Frontline 
he questions the effectiveness of 
the federal program.

The Frontline documentary 
(titled “Poverty, Politics and 
Profit”) discovered that the an-
nual number of housing units 
dropped by 16% through the tax-
incentive program, while the cost 
of the program to taxpayers had 
increased by 66%. The program’s 
producers contended that the ma-
jor reason for the discrepancy 
between the decrease in housing 
units and rising costs was fraud. 
The documentary focused on two 
high-profile frauds in Florida in-
volving low-income housing tax 
credits and inflated construction 
costs.

The Government Accountabili-
ty Office released a report in Sept. 
2018 showing that the program 
lacks proper oversight and stan-
dards for collecting data, mak-
ing it a high risk for fraud. And 
in Aug. 2018, the U.S. Dept. of 
Justice confirmed that it was in-
vestigating how banks have nego-
tiated and purchased low-income 
housing tax credits. The banks 
might have conspired with devel-
opers on bids for the tax credits 
and thus, unfairly benefited from 
their tax-credit purchases.

Meanwhile, in 2017 National 
Public Radio explained that since 
the taxpayers are footing the bill, 
rents can be much lower than 
other apartments, and develop-
ers get to earn millions of dollars. 
The tax-incentive program is the 
now the largest source of afford-
able housing in the U.S., support-

ing 90% of all affordable rental 
housing developments. There are 
over 2.7 million tax credit units 
nationwide today and this number 
continues to grow by an estimated 
100,000 annually.

“It’s a frightfully expensive 
way to provide low-income hous-
ing and it’s got layers of profit 
built into it that we think we have 
to provide in order to get people 
to do something for poor people,” 
Daniel says.

Due to corporate tax reforms 
put in place in 2016, “the LIHTC 

market experienced the most dra-
matic change this industry has 
ever seen,” says Mark McDaniel, 
president and CEO of Cinnaire, 
a non-profit Community De-
velopment Financial Institution 
headquartered in Lansing, MI. 
“Investors reacted immediately 
to the possibility of tax reform 
that would result in significantly 
lower corporate tax rates.”

The lower tax rates meant 
wealthy investors and corpora-
tions had less need to shelter their 
income behind the LIHTC tax 
credits.

“Developers need to be cau-
tious about acquisition prices of 
properties intended for LIHTC 
development,” says Todd Crow, 
executive vice president at PNC 
Real Estate, in a 2017 interview 
with Affordable Housing Finance 
Magazine. “With LIHTC prices 
decreasing, larger gaps in financ-
ing will be created and therefore 
some developments will have gaps 
too big to fill. Lowering acquisi-
tion prices of land and or existing 
properties will help to fill some of 
the gap.”

Those reforms meant that all 
new projects needed sweeteners 
to lower costs and remain viable. 
In Lincoln Square, the only way 
the project would work would be 
if the developer got the real estate 
for free.

In early 2020, before going si-
lent, the alderman’s office told 
this newspaper that without pro-
viding the real estate for free, this 

project would not work finan-
cially.

And indeed, the per-unit cost 
of TCB’s proposed ‘affordable’ 
housing for Lincoln Square is 
well over $400,000 per unit. A 
cost that in the current market 
could afford to provide potential 
renters their own single-family 
home in many Chicago neighbor-
hoods. At that rate, the city could 
have afforded to let potential ten-
ants buy their properties outright 
over time, similar to having a 
mortgage, allowing those people 

to then build their own wealth, 
rather than enriching a private 
developer like TCB.

Incredibly, the promised “af-
fordability” requirement lasts for 
only a period of 15 years, at which 
time some units can be changed 
to market rate. At 30 years, all 
affordable units can convert to 
market-rate or even be sold out-
right as condominiums. Under 
Ald. Martin’s proposal, the value 
of giving that parking lot away for 
free to TCB, or any other private 
developer, would help create in-
credible new wealth for that de-
veloper down the road.

When first elected in 2019, Ald. 
Martin described his governing 
philosophy to a reporter from 
Forbes magazine. At the time, 
he stressed communication and 
openness.

“I saw how the Alderperson’s 
office can play a critical role in 
creating and maintaining com-
munity structures that provide a 
space for people to come together 
to voice their opposition to some-
thing or come together in support 
of something or come together 
just to meet one another,” Martin 
said.

Ironically, in 2021, when it 
comes to the matter of having 
a city-owned parking lot given 
away for nearly nothing to a pri-
vate developer, it appears Martin 
only seems comfortable putting 
out statements via press release 
and will not respond to any direct 
questions from the media.

hiding from p. 7

Aldermen Andre Vasquez 
[40th] and Matt Martin [47th] are 
quickly becoming the Tweedle 
Dumb and Tweedle Dumber of 
the Chicago City Council.

And they have a lot of competi-
tion.

They are not fighting to re-
open Chicago Public Schools, are 
they? 

NO!
They are not pushing the Cook 

County States Attorney to fight 
for harsher sentences for crimi-
nals, are they? 

NO!
They are not looking for ways 

to cut spending and give property 
tax relief to Chicago homeown-
ers, are they? 

NO!
What are they doing besides 

yelling at the mayor, prancing 
around, flaunting their “woke-
ness” and coming up with new 
ideas to spend money? To quote 
the late, great U.S. Rep Patricia 
Schroeder, “They just can’t say 
no. Thank God they’re not wom-
en. Otherwise, they’d always be 
pregnant!” You can look it up.

Then why are they pushing to 
steal a great City asset like the 
parking lot at 4715 N. Western 
Ave. and give it away to a devel-
oper for one dollar? What is in 
those letters City Hall has blacked 

Letter to the Editor

In over his head?
out and now hides from the Lin-
coln Square community? What 
has been promised to Martin?

Will the developers “reward 
them” with political donations or 
jobs and contracts for friends and 
family? Well, we don’t know do 
we? Not since the aldermen won’t 
talk and won’t share documents.

They hide behind zoom meet-
ings and refuse to appear in public 
- what a bunch of marshmallows. 
Martin lies and says the Dank 
Haus is in favor of the secretive, 
nefarious plans. They are not. The 
Dank Haus has said, “No, nein, 
nicht!”

All the while Martin’s only 
community support is his own or-
ganization, the Heart of Lincoln 
Square, who swoon over Martin, 
calling him the next Obama and 
talking about his plans to run for 
U.S. Congressman or Mayor. 

He in is over his head as alder-
man. It takes more than appear-
ing on Chicago Tonight, chasing 
headlines and posting on Face-
book to be an effective public of-
ficial.

Stop hiding from the commu-
nity. And stop giving away City 
assets like the Lincoln Square 
parking lot. It isn’t yours to give 
away.

Michael Sullivan

Safety meeting  
with 18th/19th Dist. commanders

The Lincoln Park Chamber of 
Commerce [LPCC] is hosting 
a Meet the Commanders safety  
update 1 p.m., Tuesday, April 27.

Guests may join the LPCC for 
a special virtual event to meet 
18th District Police Commander 
Jill Stevens and 19th District Po-
lice Commander Chris Papaioan-
nou. Learn tips from the Chicago  
Police Dept. and local leaders 
about how to keep your business, 

employees and neighborhood 
safe.  

Attendees will also, hear from 
aldermen Brian Hopkins [2nd] 
and Michele Smith [43rd] as they 
share efforts they’re taking to 
keep the local business commu-
nity and neighborhood safe.  To  
reserve a spot, call 773-880-5200. 
Those with questions may submit 
them in advance to events@lin-
colnparkchamber.com

The Frontline documentary (titled “Poverty, Politics 
and Profit”) discovered that the annual number  

of housing units dropped by 16%  
through the tax-incentive program, while the cost 

of the program to taxpayers had increased by 66%. 
The program’s producers contended that the major 
reason for the discrepancy between the decrease in 

housing units and rising costs was fraud.  
The documentary focused on two high-profile 

frauds in Florida involving low-income housing  
tax credits and inflated construction costs.

Losing the parking lot would not only put at risk many of the local retailers, 
but also the festivals and a few cultural institutions.

Have something on your mind  
about your community?
Write a Letter To The Editor at:
insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com
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fense. During a bond hearing on 
Saturday, Judge John Lyke said he 
could go home on electronic moni-
toring by posting a $1,000 deposit.

The alleged victims, women 
ages 23 and 25, were visiting Chica-
go for Easter weekend and stayed 
with relatives in the same build-
ing where Edgerle lives in the 1100 
block of N. Wells, Assistant State’s 
Attorney Calvin Estrella said.

Both women went out for dinner 
and drinks in Old Town with their 
hosts on the evening before Easter. 
Around 3 a.m., one of the alleged 
victims and one of their hosts had 
to ask a front desk attendant to let 
them into their unit because they 
didn’t have keys.

Edgerle saw and overheard their 
conversation with the desk worker 
and then made his way to the wom-
en’s floor via the stairs, Estrella said. 
He was allegedly able to enter the 
women’s apartment because the 
door was not closed properly.

When he entered, the 25-year-
old woman was sleeping on an air 
mattress in the living room, and the 
23-year-old was asleep on a nearby 
couch, Estrella said.

Edgerle got on the air mattress 

Police 
Beat

Gunmen carjack woman  
at Lincoln Square gas station

Carjackers took a woman’s car at 
gunpoint from a Lincoln Square ser-
vice station April 13, police said.

The 28-year-old woman was at 
the Shell station, 5201 N. Western, 
when two men forced her out of 
her white 2009 Nissan Murano at 
gunpoint and struck her in the head 
around 2:01 a.m., according to a 
CPD report.

One carjacker drove off with her 
SUV while another followed be-
hind in a black Jeep Renegade that 
the crew arrived in, the report said. 
The vehicles were last seen head-
ing north on Western Ave. Police 
described the suspects only as two 
Black males, one of whom wore a 
black hoodie.

An ambulance crew treated the 
woman for her injuries at the scene, 
police said.

Later CPD license plate readers 
detected the stolen Murano near 
51st and Dan Ryan at 2:32 a.m.; near 
the Dan Ryan and 31st around 8:20 
a.m.; and in the 1100 block of W. Van 
Buren at 8:25 a.m.

Area Three detectives are investi-
gating the crime.

Man on parole for running phony 
Uber scam is charged again  
with running a phony Uber scam

Readers may remember Lance 
and Marlon Baymon, the brothers 
who’ve both been sent to prison 
for posing as ride-share drivers and 
then emptying the bank accounts 
of unwitting passengers who give 
them debit cards to pay for rides.

On April 12, prosecutors charged 
Marlon Bay-
mon with 
pulling the 
same scam 
to steal 
more than 
$13,000 from 
the bank ac-
counts of six 
victims since 
March 1. He’s still on parole from 
the last time he got convicted of 
running the ruse.

During previous court appear-
ances, prosecutors said the Baymon 
brothers’ victims get into their car 
thinking they are ride-share drivers. 
When they get to their destination, 
the brothers claim the app is mal-
functioning and insist on getting 
a debit card from their victims, ac-
cording to past allegations.

They allegedly swipe the cards 
on a phone and make victims enter 
their PINs — information they later 
used to access the victims’ money, 
according to prosecutors. Most of-
ten, the brothers allegedly return 
a card that looks like the victims’ 
while keeping their actual card to 
make withdrawals.

On April 12, prosecutors laid 
out new allegations of operating a 
continuing financial crimes enter-
prise against Marlon Baymon. They 
said all of the alleged victims rode 
in Baymon’s car thinking he was a 
ride-share driver.

On March 2, he allegedly with-
drew $800 from one account, and 
the victim notified police. Detec-
tives obtained surveillance images 
of the person who conducted the 
transaction and immediately recog-
nized Baymon, prosecutors said.

A judge gave police permission to 
install a tracker on Baymon’s car as 
they continued their investigation.

Using the tracker, bank surveil-
lance images, and other techniques, 
detectives connected him to at least 
24 fraudulent withdrawals from six 
victims during April, prosecutors told 
Judge David Navarro.

In addition to being on parole for 
his previous ride-share scam, Baymon 
is also on probation for identity theft. 
He’s been to prison repeatedly since 
2001 for theft, robbery, misuse of 
credit cards, and operating a continu-
ing financial crime enterprise, accord-
ing to state records.

Judge Navarro ordered Baymon 
held without bail for violating the 
terms of probation. If Baymon be-
comes eligible to post bond, he’ll 
need to pay a $5,000 deposit to get 
out of jail on the new charges, Na-
varro said.

His brother, Lance, is already in 
Cook County jail. Lance is being held 
without bail after a judge sentenced 
him to four years in prison for scam-
ming four people out of $24,000 after 
picking them up in his phony Uber 
around downtown nightlife districts.

Man robbed on Loop CTA platform
Police are working to track down 

the offender who put a knife to a CTA 
passenger’s neck and robbed him on 
the Monroe Blue Line platform April 
14.

The victim, a 45-year-old man, 
told police he 
was sitting on 
a bench at the 
station when 
the offender 
a p p r o a c h e d 
him from be-
hind around 
6:17 a.m., CPD 
spokesperson 
Kellie Bartoli 
said. The offender pulled out a knife 
and went through the victim’s pock-
ets.

An officer at the scene said the rob-
ber put the knife to the victim’s neck. 
The man was not injured, however. 
After the robbery, the offender es-
caped by boarding an O’Hare-bound 
train, Bartoli said. The victim said he’s 
a Black male who’s about 50-years-
old with salt and pepper facial hair. 
He stands about 5’-9” tall, weighs 
about 150 lbs, and wore a gray hoodie 
with black pants, according to a CPD 
report.

Violent crime continues to rise on 
the CTA’s train system this year even 
as ridership remains suppressed due 
to COVID. But Chicago police have 
also been making arrests in some re-
cent cases downtown.

On April 12, prosecutors charged a 
five-time convicted robber with vio-
lently attacking two women in sepa-
rate robberies on the Blue Line over 
the weekend. He was arrested after 
his second alleged attack at the La-
Salle station downtown.

April 13, a 29-year-old man was 
charged with robbing two women as 
they sat on a bench at the Roosevelt 
Red Line station on April 11. Prosecu-
tors say Darrell Wyatt pointed a gun 
at one victim’s chest while three ju-
veniles, including a 13-year-old boy, 
helped him rob the women. The vic-
tims, a 31-year-old woman from Ka-
zakhstan in Chicago to get her medi-
cal license and her roommate, were 
sitting on a bench on the train plat-
form when the robbers moved in from 
behind around 5:30 p.m., according to 
prosecutor Brian Burkhardt and a CPD 
spokesperson. Wyatt approached the 
victims from the side and pointed a 
gun at the medical student’s chest 
while the juveniles surrounded the 
women.

Wyatt ordered the women to emp-
ty their pockets, then took a phone 
from one woman’s pocket and her 
Christian Dior handbag, according to 
Burkhardt. One of the juveniles went 
through the other woman’s pockets.

All four robbers boarded a south-
bound train. Burkhardt said CTA sur-
veillance cameras recorded the rob-
bery “start to finish.”

Police tracked the group to the 47th 
Street station and eventually found 
them running into a back yard and 
up the rear porch of a home. But they 
couldn’t get into the home, and police 
arrested the foursome, all of whom 
were wearing the same clothing that 
the robbers were seen wearing on 
CTA video, according to Burkhardt.

In addition to Wyatt, a 13-year-old 
boy, a 16-year-old boy, and a 16-year-
old girl were taken into custody.

Rogers Park police station  
struck by gunfire Sunday morning

Gunshots were fired outside the 
Chicago police station in Rogers Park 
on Sunday morning. No one was in-
jured, but the station was struck by 
bullets, according to a CPD report.

A vehicle pulled up to the 24th Dis-
trict station at 6464 N. Clark at 10:21 
a.m. and someone in the car fired 
shots toward the building, according 
to Officer Jessica Rocco. The vehicle 
then sped northbound on Clark St.

Bullets struck the building’s brick-
work, but neither officers nor people 
waiting at a nearby CTA bus shel-
ter were injured. Surveillance video 
shows a black Mazda 3 with silver 
wheels and tinted windows leaving 
the scene after the shots were fired.

Area Three detectives are investi-
gating.

Man charged with  
fatally stabbing 75-year-old man  
in Rogers Park gangway

Prosecutors filed murder charges 
April 13 against a man who allegedly 
stabbed a 75-year-old man to death 
in a Rogers Park gangway last month. 
The victim, Nanda Bhattarai, initially 
survived the March 19 attack but died 
twelve days later, prosecutor James 
Murphy said during a bond court 
hearing for the accused man, Cash 
Johnson, 26.

Footage from a string of surveil-
lance cameras showed Johnson walk-
ing from his home to a nearby Mc-
Donalds where he bought food with a 
credit card and began walking home 
shortly before the attack, Murphy said. 
More footage shows Johnson walking 
back toward his home with Bhattarai 

walking along 
the same route 
behind him, 
according to 
Murphy.

At some 
point, Johnson 
makes a ges-
ture toward 
Bhattarai who 
gestures back, 
Murphy said, 

without describing what kind of ges-
tures were made.

Johnson is seen turning into a 
gangway on the 1600 block of W. 
Morse and Bhattarai, walking with a 
cane, following behind him around 
5:40 p.m., Murphy continued. About 
a minute later, Bhattarai walks out 
of the gangway holding his stom-
ach and bleeding, he said. Bhattarai 
walked about two blocks to his home 
and called 911.

He suffered eight stab wounds, 
Murphy said: five to the stomach, one 
to the back hip, and two to his back.

Camera footage allegedly shows 
Johnson fleeing out the opposite end 
of the gangway after the stabbing and 
then jogging to his own apartment.

Police initially said in a community 
alert last month that the stabbing 
was part of an armed robbery pattern 
involving a group of offenders in the 
Rogers Park neighborhood, but Mur-
phy gave no motive for the attack dur-
ing Tuesday’s court hearing. The po-
lice alert and initial information from 
officers who responded to the 911 call 

indicated that three people were in-
volved in the attack.

Police arrested Johnson at his 
home this week and recovered the 
shoes and jacket he was seen wearing 
on the video footage, Murphy said. 
Johnson allegedly gave various ex-
planations for what transpired in the 
gangway, including that some men 
who were armed with a knife tried 
to rob him. He later claimed that he 
called the elderly man into the gang-
way because he thought the 75-year-
old wanted to buy weed from him, 
Murphy said.

Johnson has been wanted on a 
probation violation in a narcotics case 
since Jan. 2020, according to Murphy.

A public defender said Johnson is 
being treated for mental health con-
ditions including schizophrenia.

Judge Susana Ortiz ordered John-
son held without bail.

Near North Side man  
entered apartment, spooned  
and fondled two women

A Near North Side man is charged 
for entering another unit in his high-
rise apartment to fondle and spoon 
two women earlier this month, ac-
cording to prosecutors.

Ian Edgerle, 28, is charged with 
home invasion involving a sex of- police beat see p. 10

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / 24 HOURS A DAY
8 BAY SELF-SERVICE

2 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC
5450 N. DAMEN  (at Rascher)         

BEST KEPT SECRET
SUPER CAR WASH 

A five-time convicted felon who 
was released early from prison less 
than three months ago violently 
attacked two women in separate 
robberies on the CTA train system 
last week, prosecutors said. Accord-
ing to the allegations, one woman 
was knocked unconscious, and he 
dragged the other down a flight of 
stairs by her leg, leaving her with two 
black eyes.

Police arrested Demon Robinson, 
30, after he allegedly attacked the 
second woman in the Loop on April 
11. Judge David Navarro ordered him 
held without bail on two counts of 
robbery.

Around 2:50 a.m. April 10, a woman 
was returning home from work when 
Robinson followed her from a Blue 
Line train at the Racine station and 
punched her in the head from behind 
on a staircase, Assistant State’s Attor-
ney Kevin Meehan said.

The woman’s head struck a hand-
rail as she fell, knocking her uncon-
scious, Meehan said. Robinson alleg-
edly punched the fallen woman two 
more times in her face and stole her 
purse. Meehan said CTA surveillance 
cameras recorded the entire incident.

When the woman regained con-
sciousness, she flagged down a pass-
ing CPD unit for help. Chicago police 

Five-time convicted robber beat  
and robbed two women on the CTA

Police arrested Demon Robinson (inset) after he allegedly attacked the  
second woman in the Loop on April 11.

released a picture of the suspect 
in a community alert April 10. But 
Robinson was on the prowl again 
on April 11, according to the accu-
sations.

At 11:20 a.m., he followed a wom-
an up the stairs at the LaSalle Blue 
Line CTA station in the Loop and 
struck her in the back of the head, 
Meehan said. When she turned 
around, Robinson punched her 
in the face, grabbed her leg, and 
pulled her down the stairs, Meehan 
continued.

Then, he allegedly took her 
phone and ran out of the station. 
Cops found him walking nearby 
with the victim’s phone in his hand, 
Meehan said. Both victims allegedly 
identified him as the man who at-
tacked and robbed them.

Both victims were treated at local 
hospitals for injuries suffered in the 
attacks.

Illinois Dept. of Corrections re-
cords show Robinson was paroled 
on Jan. 27 after serving half of two 
concurrent ten-year terms he re-
ceived for robberies in 2015. He was 
sentenced to two concurrent five-
year terms for two more robberies 
in 2012 and received three years for 
a robbery in 2009.

Marlon Baymon

Darrell Wyatt

Cash Johnson
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time. There’s just too much of the office 
experience that can’t be replicated when 
employees are working from home, Bram-
son said.

But many workers have also realized that 
while they might not want to go into the of-
fice every day of the week, they do miss 
some of the benefits that come with that 
environment. Because of this, it’s unlikely 
that most employees will want to work re-
motely full time either, Bramson said.

What remains uncertain, though, is how 
much downtown office space companies 
will need. As employees look for flexibil-
ity, will companies lower the amount of 
office space they use once post-pandemic 
life arrives?

The answer? It depends.
“In major markets, the real estate occu-

pancy cost is a small percentage of doing 
business,” Largay said. “You can’t let the 
tail wag the dog. The fundamental purpose 
of the office is to get people together to 
collaborate. So companies won’t be reduc-
ing their space so much that they’ll need an 
‘A’ team of employees that come in on cer-
tain days and a ‘B’ team that comes in on 
others. The purpose of the office is to have 
everyone there sharing ideas at the same 
time. If someone needs the flexibility to 
work from home on a Friday, that doesn’t 
lessen the need dramatically for space.”

Beaudoin said that according to their re-
search, many companies, when you factor 
in the need for social distancing, are plan-
ning to reduce their office space by about 
five percent. That’s not a dramatic number, 
and shouldn’t be overly disruptive to the 
office markets in major cities.

Beaudoin said that many companies are 
now making long-term plans. This is im-
portant: During the worst days of the pan-
demic, most companies put their long-term 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY, FSB, 
NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY 
AS OWNER TRUSTEE OF CSMC 2018-SP2 
TRUST 
Plaintiff,
-v.-
TIMOTHY YETZINA, DAMEN CONDOMINIUM AS-
SOCIATION A/K/A EASTWOOD MANOR CONDO-
MINIUM ASSOCIATION
Defendants
19 CH 13871 
7531 N. DAMEN AVENUE, UNIT S-2 
CHICAGO, IL 60645 
NOTICE OF SALE
      PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered 
in the above cause on February 18, 2021, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on May 20, 2021, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO, IL, 60606, sell 
at a public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth 
below, the following described real estate:
      Commonly known as 7531 N. DAMEN AVENUE, 
UNIT S-2, CHICAGO, IL 60645    
 Property Index No. 11-30-400-028-1043 (11-30-
400-002, 11-30-400-003, 11-30-400-004, 11-30-
400-005, 11-30-400-006, 11-30-400-007, 11-30-
400-008 AND 11-30-400-009 UNDERLYING PINS)
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $170,894.00.
       Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by 
certified funds at the close of the sale payable to 
The Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party 
checks will be accepted.  The balance, including 
the Judicial Sale fee for the Abandoned Residential 
Property Municipality Relief Fund, which is calcu-
lated on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for 
each $1,000 or fraction thereof of the amount paid 

identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
      For information, LAW OFFICES OF IRA T. NEV-
EL, LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 175 N. Franklin Street, 
Suite 201, CHICAGO, IL, 60606 (312) 357-1125 
Please refer calls to the sales department. Please 
refer to file number 19-05241.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
LAW OFFICES OF IRA T. NEVEL, LLC
175 N. Franklin Street, Suite 201
CHICAGO IL, 60606
312-357-1125
E-Mail: pleadings@nevellaw.com
Attorney File No. 19-05241
Attorney Code. 18837
Case Number: 19 CH 13871
TJSC#: 41-252
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 19 CH 13871
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by the purchaser not to exceed $300, in certified 
funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four 
(24) hours. No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee 
acquiring the residential real estate pursuant to its 
credit bid at the sale or by any mortgagee, judgment 
creditor, or other lienor acquiring the residential real 
estate whose rights in and to the residential real 
estate arose prior to the sale. The subject property 
is subject to general real estate taxes, special as-
sessments, or special taxes levied against said real 
estate and is offered for sale without any represen-
tation as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
      Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the 
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
      The property will NOT be open for inspection 
and plaintiff makes no representation as to the 
condition of the property. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the court file to verify all in-
formation.
      If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).  If this proper-
ty is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
      IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same S K Y L I N E
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
DUPACO COMMUNITY CREDIT UNION
Plaintiff,
-v.-
JEFFREY M. KEMP, SHERON L. KEMP F/K/A 
SHERON L. WRIGHT, 2650 LAKEVIEW CONDO-
MINIUM ASSOCIATION, BANK OF AMERICA, NA
Defendants
2020CH02922
2650 N LAKEVIEW AVE. UNIT # 4002
CHICAGO, IL 60614
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on February 18, 2021, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on May 20, 2021, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO, IL, 60606, sell 
at a public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth 
below, the following described real estate:
Commonly known as 2650 N LAKEVIEW AVE. 
UNIT # 4002, CHICAGO, IL 60614
Property Index No. 14-28-318-077-1371
The real estate is improved with a condo/town-
house.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judicial 
Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will be ac-
cepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale fee 
for the Abandoned Residential Property Municipality 
Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential real 
estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or fraction 
thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not to 
exceed $300, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall be 
paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential 
real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or 

For information, examine the court file, CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030 
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR 
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-19-12051
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Attorney Code. 21762
Case Number: 2020CH02922
TJSC#: 41-302
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2020CH02922
I3167202
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by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor 
acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in 
and to the residential real estate arose prior to the 
sale. The subject property is subject to general real 
estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes 
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as to quality or quantity 
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS 
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY, FSB, 
AS TRUSTEE OF UPLAND MORTGAGE LOAN 
TRUST B
Plaintiff,
-v.-
GIL A NARVAEZ
Defendants
18 CH 10684
6635 NORTH WHIPPLE STREET
CHICAGO, IL 60645
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on December 16, 2019, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on May 11, 2021, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO, IL, 60606, sell 
at a public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth 
below, the following described real estate:
Commonly known as 6635 NORTH WHIPPLE 
STREET, CHICAGO, IL 60645
Property Index No. 10-36-307-008
The real estate is improved with a tan brick, one 
story single family home, detached two car garage.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judicial 
Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will be ac-
cepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale fee 
for the Abandoned Residential Property Municipal-
ity Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential 
real estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or frac-
tion thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not 
to exceed $300, in certified funds/or wire transfer, 
is due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall 
be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential 
real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or 
by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor 
acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in 
and to the residential real estate arose prior to the 
sale. The subject property is subject to general real 
estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes 
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as to quality or quantity 
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS 
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confir-
mation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 

and to the residential real estate arose prior to the 
sale. The subject property is subject to general real 
estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes 
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as to quality or quantity 
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS 
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confir-
mation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Condominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, The sales clerk, LOGS Legal 
Group LLP Plaintiff's Attorneys, 2121 WAUKEGAN 
RD., SUITE 301, Bannockburn, IL, 60015 (847) 
291-1717 For information call between the hours of 
1pm - 3pm.. Please refer to file number 19-092235.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
LOGS Legal Group LLP
2121 WAUKEGAN RD., SUITE 301
Bannockburn IL, 60015
847-291-1717
E-Mail: ILNotices@logs.com
Attorney File No. 19-092235
Attorney Code. 42168
Case Number: 20 CH 4685
TJSC#: 41-465
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 20 CH 4685
I3166718
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government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC Plain-
tiff's Attorneys, One North Dearborn Street, Suite 
1200, Chicago, IL, 60602. Tel No. (312) 346-9088.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC
One North Dearborn Street, Suite 1200
Chicago IL, 60602
312-346-9088
E-Mail: pleadings@mccalla.com
Attorney File No. 20-05521IL
Attorney ARDC No. 61256
Attorney Code. 61256
Case Number: 18 CH 10684
TJSC#: 41-435
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 18 CH 10684
I3166617

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS TRUST-
EE FOR STRUCTURED ASSET SECURITIES 
CORPORATION MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH 
CERTIFICATES SERIES 2006-GEL1
Plaintiff,
-v.-
1427 W. JUNEWAY, LLC, INDUSTRY MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION
Defendants
20 CH 4685
1427 WEST JUNEWAY TERRACE
CHICAGO, IL 60626
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on February 26, 2021, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on May 4, 2021, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO, IL, 60606, sell 
at a public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth 
below, the following described real estate:
Commonly known as 1427 WEST JUNEWAY TER-
RACE, CHICAGO, IL 60626
Property Index No. 11-29-102-016-0000
The real estate is improved with a single family 
residence.
The judgment amount was $879,673.67.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will be 
accepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale 
fee for the Abandoned Residential Property Munici-
pality Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential 
real estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or frac-
tion thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not 
to exceed $300, in certified funds/or wire transfer, 
is due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall 
be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential 
real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or 
by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor 
acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in 

buildings from p. 4

and began spooning and groping the woman, 
according to Estrella. The woman repeatedly 
asked Edgerle to stop, but he declined and told 
her to turn around so he could see her face as he 
kissed her, Estrella said.

At one point, Edgerle allegedly told the wom-
an that his name is Ian 
and the floor he lives on.

Edgerle then moved 
to the couch where he 
spooned with the other 
woman and touched her 
leg, Estrella said. The first 
victim told him to leave 
her alone, and he re-
turned to the air mattress 
and continued touching 

her, according to Estrella.
When Edgerle left around 6 a.m., the first vic-

tim told her hosts about what happened, and 
they called police. Estrella said no one in the 
apartment knew Edgerle or saw him while they 
were out earlier in the evening.

Police asked building managers if anyone 
named Ian lives in the building, and they direct-
ed him to Edgerle, Estrella said. Police created a 
photo line-up that included Edgerle’s picture, 
but the woman who was on the air mattress did 
not pick him out of the line-up, according to Es-
trella.

Edgerle “made admissions” during an inter-
view with police, Estrella said.

In 2016, Estrella was arrested in Michigan af-
ter he went into a house and got into bed with 
a woman and rubbed her back and arm, accord-

police beat from p. 9 ing to Estrella. That woman allegedly said she 
had never seen him before. The case resulted in 
deferred prosecution, according to Estrella.

Edgerle’s defense attorney said he has lived in 
the building with a roommate for seven months 
and has no criminal convictions.

Man injured  
in Old Town shooting

A 21-year-old man was grazed during a shoot-
ing in Old Town on April 12, police said. No ar-
rests have been made.

The man told police he was walking in the 
1300 block of N. Hudson when shots were fired 
just after 10:30 p.m. A police officer who was in 
the area reported hearing at least rounds fired 
around the same time.

One round grazed the man’s right leg, police 
said. Cops found shell casings from two differ-
ent calibers littering the area around Hudson 
and Evergreen. A car window was also shattered 
by gunfire. The presence of two calibers may 
indicate that more than one person fired shots 
during the incident.

The injured man was taken to Northwestern 
Memorial Hospital in good condition, according 
to police. Police did not release any suspect de-
scriptions. Area Three detectives are investigat-
ing.

According to court records, the man who 
was shot posted $100 bail to get out of jail 
after being accused of robbing a woman in  
Lincoln Park in 2019. That robber case is still 
pending.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com

planning for expansion and growth on hold. 
They instead focused on the day-to-day of 
getting through the pandemic.

In the last quarter, though, office leasing 
activity has picked up in downtown Chi-
cago, Beaudoin said. Touring activity has 

risen, too. “Tenants are starting to get back 
to evaluating what they really need for of-
fice space,” Beaudoin said. “Essentially, the 
market was frozen for a year, from March 
of 2020 to March of 2021. Now we are get-
ting signals that things are unlocking.”

Largay, for one, expects far brighter days 
ahead for downtown Chicago. “There is a 
reason why cities have existed for hundreds 
of years and why the GDP concentrates in 
cities,” Largay said. “There is a concentra-
tion of people, talent, culture, activities and 
amenities in the cities. That’s why people 
come to Chicago. There’s the lakefront, 
the river, the nightlife, the theaters and the 
bars. There’s the ability for people to so-
cialize and be together. We have all been 
lacking that this past year. The need for all 
that will bring people back in.”

“There is a reason why cities 
have existed for hundreds  
of years and why the GDP  

concentrates in cities,”  
Keith Largay said.  

“There is a concentration  
of people, talent, culture,  

activities and amenities in the 
cities. That’s why people come 

to Chicago. There’s the  
lakefront, the river, the night-
life, the theaters and the bars.

Ian Edgerle
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Miscellaneous, cont.
DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High 
Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions ap-
ply. Promo Expires 7/21/21.1-833-872-2545

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, most 
advanced debris-blocking protection. Schedule free 
estimate. 15% off Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490

FREE CASH That’s right WE will send you $5 by 
cash app free right now! Text the word “cadnet” to 
706-761-1745

FREE Ice Cream? Available at ALL Jewel-Osco 
locations, Nightfood ice cream will pay for your first 
pint! Visit TryNightfood.com

GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. Free 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!) Schedule Free in-home assessment. 1-844-
334-8353 special financing if qualified.

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-889-5515

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 Channels & 
1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand (w/SELECT 
All Included Package.) PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE 
Screens Simultaneously at No Addt l Cost. Call DI-
RECTV 1-855-781-1565

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DIRECTV Choice 
All-Included Package. $59.99/month for 12 months. 
185 Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies 
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call 
1-855-781-1565 or satellitedealnow.com/cadnet

Get a SMARTPHONE for $0 DOWN* with AT&T 
Next® and AT&T Next Every Year;  $250 Gift Card 
for Switching to AT&T! (*Requires well-qualified 
credit. Limits & restrictions apply.) 1-888-545-5093

HARRIS 5 MINUTE BED BUG KILLER! Fast, Effec-
tive Treatment. Available: Hardware Stores, Home 
Depot, homedepot.com

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing aid for just $75 down 
and $50 per month! Call 800-426-4212 and mention 
88272 for a risk free trial! FREE SHIPPING!

Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-quality rechargeable 
Nano hearing aids priced 90% less than competi-
tors. Nearly invisible! 45-day money back guaran-
tee! 833-669-5806

HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 SECONDS. 
Don’t wait! Protect your family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a day! Call 866-
409-0308

HughesNet Satellite Internet – Finally, no hard data 
limits! Call Today for speeds up to 25mbps as low 
as $59.99/mo! $75 gift card, terms apply. 1-844-
863-4478

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help fast 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. Free first aid kit (with subscription.)  877-537-
8817 Free brochure.

LOSE WEIGHT WHILE YOU SLEEP! Scientifi-
cally proven formula. Optimal results. Video intro. 
Sleep2Weight.net. SAVE THIS AD!

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in industrial, 
construction, manufacturing jobs, or military may be 
the cause. Family in the home were also exposed. 
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@breakingin-
jurynews.com. $30 billion is set aside for asbestos 
victims with cancer. Valuable settlement monies 
may not require filing a lawsuit.

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat. Meet 
singles right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 
NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get Fresh Start or 
Forgiveness  Call 1-877-378-1182  Monday through 
Friday 7AM-5PM PST

Never pay for covered home repairs again! Com-
plete Care Home Warranty covers all major sys-
tems & appliances. 30-day risk free. $200.00 off + 2 
free months! 1-866-395-2490

New authors wanted! Page Publishing will help 
self-publish your book. Free author submission kit! 
Limited offer! 866-951-7214

NEW DISCOVERY ELIMINATES COMMON SEX-
UAL PROBLEMS! All Natural Male Enhancement 
Product Increases Staying Power, Performance, & 
Pleasure. Risk FREE 60 Day Guarantee + FREE 
SHIPPING 15% Discount with Coupon perform03 
Visit: TryProZyte.com

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER, 
MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR 
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 888-609-2189

Protect your home w/home security monitored by 
ADT. Starting at $27.99/mo. Get free equipment 
bundle including keypad, motion sensor, wireless 
door & windows sensors. 833-719-1073

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer or Mesothe-
lioma? Exposed to Asbestos Pre-1980 at Work or 
Navy? You May Be Entitled to a Significant Cash 
Award! Smoking History Okay! Call 1-855-591-
0517

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION! World 
Health Link. Price Match Guarantee! Prescriptions 
Required. CIPA Certified. Over 1500 medications 
available. CALL Today For A Free Price Quote. 
1-855-530-8993 Call Now!

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for 
$99.97/mo. Fastest Internet. 100 MB per second 
speed. Free Primetime on Demand. Unlimited 
Voice. NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-652-9304 or 
visit http://tripleplaytoday.com/national

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the 
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198 or 
visit www.walkintubquote.com/news

Service Directory/Classifieds To place an ad, call 773.465.9700 
E-mail: insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com 
Deadline: 5pm Mondays

CLASSIFIEDS
Adoption

Pregnant? Considering Adoption?  We help with food, 
housing, medical, counseling, etc.  You can relocate.  
Choose adoptive family for your baby.  We’re friendly, 
caring, completely confidential. Call 866-621-0933

Pregnant? Maybe Adoption? Living Expenses Paid. 
Nationwide Agency. Talk With Us 24/7. 866-716-
3041. Online Chat. Online Application. www.onetrue-
gift.com. Text 515-778-2341.

Auctions
State of Illinois Surplus Property Online Auction - 
WEEKLY auctions throughout the year! Equipment, 
watches, boats, vehicles, knives, jewelry and much 
more... iBid.illinois.gov

Auto Donations
Donate your car to kids! Fast free pickup running 
or not - 24 hour response. Maximum tax donation. 
Help find missing kids! 877-831-1448

Donate your car to kids.Your donation helps fund 
the search for missing children. Accepting trucks, 
motorcycles & RV’s too! Fast free pickup - running 
or not - 24 hr response - maximum tax donation - 
Call (888) 515-3813

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Autos Wanted
Cars/trucks wanted!!! 2002 and newer! Any condi-
tion. Running or not. Competitive offer! Free towing! 
We’re nationwide! Call now: 1-888-416-2330.

Cash for cars: We buy any condition vehicle, 2002 
and newer. Nationwide free pick up! Call now: 
1-800-864-5960.

Donate your car to kids. Your donation helps fund 
the search for missing children. Accepting trucks, 
motorcycles & RV’s too! Fast free pickup - running 
or not - 24 hr response - maximum tax donation - 
Call (888) 515-3813

Get cash for your used or junk car today. We buy all 
cars, trucks, and SUVs. Free pick up. Call.  1-888-
985-1806

Business Opportunities
$1000 MAILBOX CASH EVERYDAY? Legal, Ethi-
cal, Exciting & Fun,  No MLM Chains, Pyramids Etc 
Website Reveals All www.stressfreecashnow.
com Then Call Hotline 1-800-243-2142

America’s #1 Home Based Business! Up to $20k/
mo. Perfect for Introverts, Never Call Anyone, Text 
“INFO” 800-343-6297 or Call for Prerecorded Msg

Business Services
ATTENTION MERCHANTS: Pay Zero Percent 
Processing Fees! Eliminate Monthly Merchant 
Processing Fees With Cash Discount! Boost Your 
Revenue! Find Out How! Call 866-422-7434 Cash-
Discounts.com

Cars For Sale
1998 Dodge RV V2500 V8, 318CID, 120K miles, 
front brake salvage, lots of new, some rust. Needs 
front bumper. Front wreck, must be towed. For  
rehab or parts. $1400. Call John 773-818-0808

1981 Olds Regal 98, V-8 diesel engine, 90K miles, 
$2981. Call 773-818-0808

Cartoons
Publish cartoons in your newsletter.  

Only $1 per 1000
subscribers. See samples:

newsletters.colemantoons.com

Education
AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME 
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH.  FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE.  CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING – Get FAA Tech-
nician certification. Approved for military benefits.  
Financial Aid if qualified. Job placement assistance. 
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-453-
6204

Help Wanted. Paid Daily. No Experience Needed. 
Full Details Go To: www.BestEasyWork.com/
bamidan

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train at 
home for a career as a Medical Office Professional 
at CTI! 1-833-766-4511 AskCTI.com 

Train online to do medical billing! Become a Medical 
Office Professional at CTI! Get trained & certified to 
work in months! 888-572-6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

Education/Career Training
AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands 
on Aviation training. Financial Aid for qualified stu-
dents - Career placement assistance. CALL Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

Employment/Drivers
FALL INTO A GREAT NEW CAREER AT TTI! 
$1600 Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS 
*Flatbed *Step Deck *Van *LTL Reefer. Pay is 26% 
Gross Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile Van/
Reefer. Full benefits w/FREE Health & Life Insur-
ance, 6 paid Holidays, + Industry leading Driver 
Bonus Program! Must have Class A CDL. Call Ruth 
or Mike at TTI Inc. 1-800-222-5732 Apply online 
ttitrucking.com

WARM UP WITH A NEW CAREER AT TTI! $1600 
Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS *Flatbed  
*Step Deck  *Van  *LTL Reefer.  Pay is 26% Gross 
Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile Van/Reefer. Full 
benefits w/FREE Health & Life Insurance, 6 paid 
Holidays + Industry leading Driver Bonus Program! 
Must have Class A CDL. Call Ruth or Mike at TTI 
Inc 1-800-222-5732  Apply online ttitrucking.com

Farm & Ranch
FARMERS WANTED ILLINOIS FARMER consider-
ing retirement in the next 2 - 3 years? Take 5 minute 
survey for $10. Call (773) 717-5572

Financial
ARE YOU BEHIND $10K OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits, 
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 855-849-6790

Financial
Do you owe $10,000+ to the IRS or State in back 
taxes? Get tax relief now! We’ll fight for you! 
(800)887-5731 - (Mon-Fri 10am-8pm EST).

Government program forgives up to 90% of Federal 
Student Loans. Call today to claim your benefits be-
fore Congress makes changes to eligibility require-
ments. CALL (888) 212-5612

PAY 0% Processing Fees!  Gain track and make 
your business viable by keeping up with payment 
technology.  866--722-7434 CashDiscounts.com

For Sale
Searching for products to resell? $50 Laptops, $30 
TV’s, $10 Smart Phones, $4 Jeans. Liquidations 
from 200+ leading liquidators. Visit: CloseoutsOn-
line.com

Health
Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance 
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit! 
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

FARMERS, LANDSCAPERS or GARDENERS, 
did you or a loved one use Roundup Weed Killer 
and were diagnosed with NON-HODGKINS LYM-
PHOMA (Cancer)?  You may be entitled to com-
pensation.  Call Attorney Charles Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

GASTRIC BYPASS SURGERY FOR WEIGHT 
LOSS? If you or a loved one had this surgery and 
suffered serious injury or death? You may be en-
titled to compensation. Attorney Charles Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

HERNIA REPAIR? DID YOU RECEIVE A HERNIA 
MESH PATCH between 2009- present? Did you 
suffer complications from removal surgery, bowel 
perforation, infection, abdominal wall tears, punc-
ture of abdominal organs or intestinal fistulae after 
placement of this device? You may be entitled to 
compensation. Attorney Charles Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

If you or a loved one were diagnosed with OVAR-
IAN CANCER or MESOTHELIOMA after use of 
TALCUM products such as BABY POWDER or 
SHOWER TO SHOWER, you may be entitled to 
compensation. Contact Charles H. Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

Health/Fitness
Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance 
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit! 
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-889-5515

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one FREE! High-
quality rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced 
90% less than competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day 
money back guarantee! 855-619-0190

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer or Mesothe-
lioma? Exposed to Asbestos Pre-1980 at Work or 
Navy? You May Be Entitled to a Significant Cash 
Award! Smoking History Okay! Call 1-855-591-
0517

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO ACCIDENT?  
Let us fight for you! Our network has recovered mil-
lions for clients! Call today for a FREE consultation! 
1-888-409-1261

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates, 
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is 
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares. 
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills 
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaran-
teed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos 
Espanol

Health & Medical
GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-889-5515

Help Wanted/Employment
Bookkeepers: 12 mo. exp. in bookkeeping or related 
req.  Mail Resume to: Manning & Silverman Ltd. , 
Attn: HR- 175 Olde Half Day Road, Ste. 290, Lin-
colnshire,  IL 60069.

The Association of Community Publishers (ACP) is 
searching for an Executive Director. If interested, 
visit afcp.org or ifpa.com and click on the “Executive 
Director Search” link for more details.

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED at Ste-
vens Transport! Earn $1000 per week! Paid CDL 
Training! No experience needed! 1-844-452-4121 
drive4stevens.com

$500+ Paid Daily The Easy Way. Go To: www.Paid-
DailyGroup.com

Home Improvements
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates!  We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-
home consultation: 888-912-4745

Leafguard is the only one piece gutter system guar-
anteed to never clog, get a jump on Fall and Save 
75% on installation and receive $500 for your old 
ladder! Call 1-800-216-0539

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call Empire TodayÆ to 
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 844-220-6034

Home Improvements, cont.
Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the 
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

Janitorial
Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON 
AREAS CLEANING• OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING • POWER WASHING - SNOW 
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Legal Services
NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE referral to an at-
torney! Call the Illinois State Bar Association Illinois 
Lawyer Finder The advice you need 877-270-3855 
or https://www.isba.org/public/ illinoislawyerfinder

Medical Misc.
ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money on diabetic 
supplies!  Convenient home shipping for monitors, 
test strips, insulin pumps, catheters & more! To 
learn more, call now!  877-810-0063

Attention: If you or a loved one worked around 
the pesticide Roundup (glyphosate) for at least 2 
years & has been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma, you may be entitled to compensation. 
855-341-5793

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates, 
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is 
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares. 
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

Miscellaneous
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior 
living referral service. Contact our trusted, local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-844-722-7993

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim?  Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323! 
FREE Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide 
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Attention Active Duty & Military Veterans! Begin a 
new career & earn a Degree at CTI! Online Com-
puter & Medical training available for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, call 888-449-1713

Attention: If you or a loved one worked around 
the pesticide Roundup (glyphosate) for at least 2 
years & has been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma, you may be entitled to compensation. 
855-341-5793

ATTENTION MERCHANTS:  Pay Zero Percent 
Processing Fees! Eliminate Monthly Merchant 
Processing Fees With Cash Discount! Boost Your 
Revenue!  Find Out How! Call 866-422-7434 Cash-
Discounts.com

Attention all Homeowners in jeopardy of Foreclo-
sure? We can help stop your home from foreclo-
sure. The Foreclosure Defense helpline can help 
save your home. The Call is absolutely free. 1-855-
516-6641.

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask how to bundle & SAVE! 
Geo & svc restrictions apply. 1-888-796-8850

AT&T INTERNET Plus DIRECTV Only $89.99/
month! 155+ Channels plus super high speed 
Internet! Free NFL Sunday ticket! Free HD DVR 
!  Stream 1000’s of free shows and movies! 877-
541-0009

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts available.  Call: 855-
761-1725

Become a Published Author. We want to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book manuscript submissions currently 
being reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion and Distribution Call 
for Your Free Author’s Guide 1-877-626-2213

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 
1-855-404-2366

Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-909-
9905 18+.

Cash for cars: We buy any condition vehicle, 2002 
and newer. Nationwide free pick up! Call now: 
1-800-864-5960.

Create a new holiday tradition with The Amazing 
Snowman! You can make it snow ANYWHERE, 
even indoors! Get your Amazing Snowman TODAY! 
www.AmazingSnowman.com promo code SM100 
gives you $100 off!

Cross country Moving, Long distance Moving Com-
pany, out of state move $799 Long Distance Mov-
ers. Get Free quote on your Long distance move. 
1-844-452-1706

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance 
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit! 
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

Denied Social Security Disability? Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed for SSD and denied, our attorneys can 
help get you approved! No money out of pockets! 
Call 1-866-376-3163

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may 
qualify for a substantial cash award. NO obligation, 
NO risk! We’ve recovered millions. Let us help you!! 
Call 24/7, 855-845-8269

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 Channels. 
Stream news, live events, sports & on demand 
titles. No contract/commitment. 1-866-825-6523

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY $19.95/month. Call Today 
for $100 Gift Card! Best Value & Technology. FREE 
Installation. Call 1-855-837-9146 (some restrictions 
apply)

TOOL LIQUIDATION

• Welder Generator

• Drain Rodder

• Ridgid Threading Machine

• Tank Torch Set

• Cutting Torch Tank Set     

• Ridgid Plumbing Tools

TOOL  
LIQUIDATION

101supplyok@gmail.com

RECYCLED • CHEAP

773-818-0808

847-749-8227
847-291-9091

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

DADRASS
PAINTING

• FREE ESTIMATES •

KITCHEN & BATH  
REMODELING

DADRASSPAINTING@YAHOO.COM

PAINTING

GENERAC GENERATORS

Miscellaneous, cont.
**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE STAIRS**  Give 
your life a lift with an ACORN STAIRLIFT!  Call now 
for $250 OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE DVD 
& brochure!  1-866-471-1334

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage 
system. Save money, reduce reliance on grid, 
prepare for outages & power your home. Full instal-
lation services. $0 down financing option. Request 
free no obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785

Thinking about installing a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. Free design consult.1-888
-674-3005 today to see how to save $1,000 on in-
stallation or visit www.newshowerdeal.com/display

Two great new offers from AT&T Wireless! Ask how 
to get the Next Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e 
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T’s Buy one, Give 
One. While supplies last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or 
www.freephonesnow.com//cadnet

Use RoundUp Weedkiller? Non-Hodgkin’s Lym-
phoma, Multiple Myeloma, and  Leukemia may 
result from RoundUp exposure.  A recent $2 billion 
judgment was awarded in a RoundUp injury case.  
Call 1-619-493-4791 or email RoundUp@break-
inginjurynews.com and let us begin work on your 
RoundUp case today.

Viagra – premium generic Viagra (100mg) or Cialis 
(20mg) 100 tablets for $109 Asthma inhalers as 
low as $13 per inhaler free shipping Satisfaction 
guaranteed. (888)424-4908 or visit: www. USAS-
tayHealthy.com

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancel-
lation Experts Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free info package & 
learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free con-
sultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 844-
909-3339

Motorcycles
TOP CASH PAID! FOR OLD MOTORCYCLES! 
1900-1980 Dead or Alive 888-800-1932 or 920-
371-0494

Real Estate For Sale
AFFORDABLE HOME SOLUTIONS! Foreclosures, 
Rent to Own, Short sales and more! Call Toll Free 
844-275-0948

TENNESSEE LAKEFRONT $34,900 BANK  
ORDERED SALE MASSIVE LAKE Dockable acre-
age on Kentucky Lake. Way under market value. 
RV ready. 888-386-9446 https://tnlandings.com/Of-
fered by Waters Edge Properties Inc - Broker

Recycling
Interested in helping the environment, those less 
fortunate? Recycle Plus, operating since 1990, 
offers recycling service as well as:  Used plastic 
buckets (food grade) various sizes & shapes, card-
board boxes, old lumber, furniture, reusable shop-
ping bags made in Chicago from repurposed fabric. 
Contact Recycle Plus Inc Gary Zuckerman
773-761-5937 or 773-858-1210  Email: 
recycle_plus_chicago@yahoo.com

Training/Education
AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME 
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312

7300 N. Western
Chicago IL 60645

xralban@gmail.com
www.C21Universal.com

Direct: 773 416-9568
Fax: 773 465-5068

Ximena 
  Alban

“Es un honor servir  
a la comunidad Latinx de Chicago”

Real Estate Broker

REAL ESTATE

LEAF FILTER

Notice of Public Sale
East Bank Storage  

located at 730 West Lake Street, Chicago, IL,  
312-876-2000, is opening lockers:

5450A- Gall, Steve
6000J- Hawkins Way Property / Found Chicago
3205E- Obrien, Patricia, 7620X- Obrien, Patricia

6240W- Sender, Scott
7570F- Advance Solutions Inc

for public sale.This sale is to be held on  
Tuesday, April 27, 2021 at 2:00PM.  

Cash payments only.

Wanted To Buy
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders and 
cans.  R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call  312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

OLD SLOT MACHINES WANTED BY COLLECTOR. 
ALSO BUYING OLD JUKEBOXES, 10 CENT COKE 
MACHINES AND SMALL ANTIQUE SAFES. I PAY 
CASH AND PICK UP. 314-707-0184. 

Paying Cash For Comics! Top national comic buyer 
will be in your area, paying cash for vintage comics 
(1970 & earlier). Call Will: 866-461-0640

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, 
Co. 80201

Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage at 1200 W. 35th St.,  
773-247-3000, is opening lockers:

4C4194 and 4C4198 (Aladin, Amyn)
3D3360 (Rotunda, Ravenna)

3E3446 (Moss, Betty)
4C4173 (Crome, Nikki)

4C4259 (Velazquez, Richard)
3F3643 (Berislav, Kristo)

for public sale of miscellaneous items.  
This sale is to be held on  

Thursday, April 29, 2010, at 2:00 p.m. 
Cash only.

Promo Code: 285
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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Stop in,We’re open  for business!

Ald. Debra Silverstein [50th] will host a 
50th Ward Volunteer Clean Up event Sun-
day in conjunction with the citywide Clean 
and Green initiative.

Based on a recommendation from the 
streets and sanitation ward superintendent, 
Silverstein said the cleanup event will focus 
on Kedzie Avenue near Howard Street.

Silverstein noted that “the grassy area to 
the west of the street is desperately in need 
of some attention.”

Participants will meet at 10 a.m. Sunday 
at the corner of Kedzie Avenue and Jerome 
Street to clean the area Silverstein referred 
to as “the entryway to our neighborhood.”

Volunteers are encouraged to sign up for 
the event at bit.ly/50thWardClean.

Silverstein plans to hold multiple similar 
events over the spring and summer months 
of 2021. For more information call 772-
262-1050.

Volunteer clean-up 
event Sunday

history includes incidents far north of Lit-
tle Village although his entire criminal his-
tory is unknown. On Aug. 19, 2017, Roman 
was arrested by 19th District police near 
the Burger King restaurant on the 2400 
block of W. Lawrence Ave. and charged 
with two counts of possession of a con-
trolled substance and one count of posses-
sion of cannabis. On Sep. 30, 2017, Roman, 
then residing on the 1400 block of W. Elm-
dale Ave., was arrested on the 1100 block 
of W. Winona St. by 20th District police on 
a cannabis charge. 

Roman faced more serious charges after 
Evanston police observed a vehicle with 
multiple occupants commit a traffic viola-
tion at 815 Howard St. in Evanston at 3:00 
a.m. on April 2, 2019. Evanston PD pur-
sued the vehicle to the 2000 block of W. 
Fargo Ave. in Rogers Park where the oc-
cupants fled. 

One rear seat passenger, later identified 
as Ruben Roman, was seen clutching an ob-
ject in his waistband that officers suspect-
ed might be a weapon. Officers pursued 
and captured Roman in the 7400 block of 
N. Hoyne and recovered a Jennings-Bryco 
9mm handgun with nine rounds of ammu-
nition in the weapon. At the time of this 
arrest, Roman resided in the 5900 block of 
N. Paulina St. He was charged with felony 
aggravated unlawful use of weapon, resist-
ing police, and other misdemeanors and 
was held in Cook County Jail with bail set 
at $2,500. 

It’s the Evanston arrest of Roman and 
subsequent judicial proceedings that con-
tribute to the tragic outcomes of the Little 
Village shooting incidents. 

Roman subsequently appeared in the 
Cook County Court’s Skokie branch in 
July 2019 and pled guilty to one single 
count of unlawful use of a weapon and 
was placed on probation with all additional 

charges dropped. Five months later, in Dec. 
2019, prosecutors filed their first petition 
alleging Roman had violated the terms of 
his probation. In March 2020 and again in 
Aug. 2020, prosecutors filed additional vi-

olations of Roman’s probation but no inter-
vening action was taken that may have pre-
cluded Roman’s presence in Little Village 
at the time of the two shooting incidents. 

Roman failed to appear for a scheduled 
court appearance in the Skokie branch on 
March 31 related to the 2019 weapon arrest 
in Rogers Park by Evanston police at which 
time an arrest warrant was issued. Roman 
was subsequently taken into custody by 
police after being discovered hiding in a 
closet in a residence in the 1600 block of 
S. 18th Avenue in Maywood. Roman now 
faces felony discharge of a firearm and un-
lawful use of a weapon by a felon, as well 
as child endangerment and violating pro-
bation. 

It is as yet unknown if Roman will also 
face felony murder charges related to the 
killing of Toledo. Under Illinois law, a per-
son may be charged with first degree mur-
der even if they did not actually kill the vic-
tim or commit the murder. A conviction for 
this offense carries a minimum sentence of 
20 years and a maximum sentence of natu-
ral life. The Cook County State’s Attorney 
Office has not yet responded to an inquiry 
from this newspaper. 

roman from p. 1 Of Toledo’s death, Assistant State’s At-
torney James Murphy said, “If [Roman] 
does not bring [Adam] with him at 2:30 
in the morning, if he doesn’t bring his gun 
with him while on gun offender probation, 
if he doesn’t shoot that gun seven or eight 
times on a city street with [Adam] stand-
ing right next to him ... and then fleeing 
with that gun, none of this would have hap-
pened.” 

Roman is unemployed and quit high 
school in the 11th grade. Roman’s attor-
ney, Assistant Public Defender Courtney 
Smallwood, said Roman has recently en-
rolled in a GED program and was waiting 
on several job opportunities. 

A GoFundMe page set up by the To-
ledo family has raised $52,000 for costs  
associated with Adam Toledo’s burial on 
April 9.

Theater pro credits  
being in Edgewater for part of his success

By Patrick Butler

Most out-of-town theater directors learn 
their craft at schools or small storefronts.

Not quite the same for Andrew Park, 
who learned at least part of his job as ar-
tistic director on a 19th-century showboat 
before coming to Chicago in 2000.

He arrived with a band of theater friends 
who quickly found work at small theaters, 
mostly on the North Side where Park set-
tled down running a puppet show, entitled 
Blue Nativity. The show featuring 12’ tall 
puppets, an opera singer, and a guitar play-
er that made the a 15-year-run just about 
everywhere including St. Gregory The 
Great’s gym where the show went on even 
during the basketball practice.

Eventually, the show found a more or 
less permanent spot with the Quest The-
ater Ensemble, where the show (and Park) 
became a long-running feature once St. 
Gregory offered long-term space, which 
he considered his “artistic” home.

Looking back, Park attributes at least 
part of the group’s success to the Edgewa-
ter neighborhood itself.

It’s apparently a two-way street. In 2017 
Andrew Park was named one of the Edge-
water Historical Society’s Living Treasures 
– an award issued by the EHS for neigh-
borhood groups’ sense of community.

“While the political aspect to our shows 
really just wants to make a better world, to 
look at who this city is, at who we are, at 
what Edgewater is, at making sure we’re 
representing everyone… It’s also a prior-
ity to tell universal stories” that are not too 
preachy or too overtly political, but on the 
other hand there are sometimes messages 
we feel it necessary to share.

“Those are always about inclusion; about 
loving everyone regardless of our differ-
ences,” he added.

Asked how he feels the recent election 
and change in the political climate change 
that seemingly occurred almost overnight, 
Park said there had been a lot of “old school 
thinking” that just doesn’t seem to belong 
in a neighborhood like Edgewater.

Park added that politi-
cal change often means 
change and insecurity 
when it comes to art 
funding. He noted that 
like most theaters, “we 
do rely on grants, and 
state and city funding,” 
but “one of the beautiful 
things (we’ve had when 
money was tight) was 
that whenever we’ve 
been in need, our audi-
ence has always stepped 
up. They’ve always come 
to our rescue.”

The “better world” 
Park has been talking about, as far as he’s 
concerned, has a lot to do with people’s 
ability to first imagine that “better world,” 
he said. Park likes to think that he and his 
fellow creators have at least had a small 
hand in that “better world.”

On January 1, 2017, Park began his tenure 
as artistic director of Nebraska’s only pro-
fessional, equity theater, Nebraska Reper-
tory Theatre [FRT]. Andy led the theater’s 
transition from a professional summer the-
ater to a full, year-round regional theater 
operation. He has emphasized the impor-
tance of making The Rep more inclusive 
and diverse and led the theater through its 

historic 50th anniversary season. NRT is 
the only professional repertory theatre in 
Nebraska and is attached to the University 
of Lincoln - Nebraska, where he also joined 
the faculty in the Johnny Carson School of 
Theatre and Film. 

Park directed most of Quest’s 39 produc-
tions and conceived and authored many of 
them, including their original revues and 

pageants.  Park was 
also artistic director 
of the John G. Shedd 
Aquarium where he 
wrote, directed, and 
produced the Shedd’s 
aquatic shows. He con-
ceived and directed an 
opening spectacle for 
the 2005 Lollapalooza 
music festival and was 
artistic director for the 
Chicagoland Puppetry 
Guild’s Puppet Festival.

Park has written over 
ten full length musicals 
in collaboration with 

composer and fellow Quest Ensemble 
member Scott Lamps. One of the things 
Park likes about his own theater is that 
“our audience looks like Chicago. Diverse 
in every way you can imagine. And our au-
dience shares that quality – people from all 
over the world representing diverse people 
with different viewpoints, ideas and per-
spectives.”

“It feels like that in a moment that any-
thing is possible, that everything is pos-
sible, that there’s a whole lot more in com-
mon than separates us,” he said.

Andrew Park. Image courtesy of 
Pereformlink Chicago

Local seniors are invited to join the 24th 
District Police for the next installment of 
its monthly film series 2 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 28. The film will be screened over 
Zoom (Meeting ID: 844 3006 2082; Pass-
code: 543155).

This month’s film will be Compulsion—a 
1959 courtroom drama based on the Chi-
cago murder trial of Nathan Leopold and 
Richard Loeb. The movie will be followed 
by a discussion with Nina Barrett, author 
of The Leopold and Loeb Files.

Registration is not needed. For more 
information, contact Hank.Kline@chica-
gopolice.org.

Rogers Park  
seniors film series

Restaurant and hospitality workers who 
have lost their jobs due to the government-
imposed economic lock down may seek 
new employment at the Chicago Cook 
Workforce Partnership, The Partnership 
is charged with  helping people find a new 
jobs, using the skills they already have. 

For more information about free career 
coaching, including resume writing, inter-
view preparation, occupational training, and 
job placement services visit chiserves.com, 
call 800-720-2515, or text “ChiServes” to 
474747.

Help for laid off 
restaurant workers 
seeking new jobs

Officers pursued and captured 
Roman in the 7400 block  

of N. Hoyne and recovered a 
Jennings-Bryco 9mm handgun 

with nine rounds of ammunition 
in the weapon.  

At the time of this arrest,  
Roman resided in the  

5900 block of N. Paulina St.




