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by Brett Chase
Better Government Association

As opportunists and scam art-
ists look to make a quick buck 
off the COVID-19 pandemic, 
hundreds of Chicagoans are inun-
dating City Hall with complaints: 
$80 toilet paper, $50 hand sani-
tizer bottles and $15 jugs of vin-
egar.

And while price gouging is the 
most prevalent complaint, experts 
are sounding the alarm on bogus 
cures, fake deals on protective 
gear and con artists posing as 
government officials.

“This is the worst I’ve seen, and 
I’ve been doing this for 32 years,” 
said Steve Bernas, CEO of Better 
Business Bureau [BBB] of Chi-
cago and Northern Illinois. “I’ve 

Coronavirus scams surging, 
experts predict more

Stimulus checks will create 
another tidal wave  
of fraud, authorities warn

never seen a calamity that would 
affect so many.”

Through April 13, the Federal 
Trade Commission fielded more 
than 540 fraud complaints related 
to the outbreak in Illinois. The 
Illinois attorney general’s office 
has reported handling almost 
1,300 price-gouging reports.

And in Chicago, city officials 
have issued two civil citations for 
price gouging out of more than 
400 complaints filed in March 
through mid-April, according to a 
spokesman for the city’s business 
affairs department. In 2019, there 
were only two complaints of price 
gouging the entire year, he said.

The department has three in-
vestigators and one attorney 
working the avalanche of cases, 
and two additional city investiga-
tors were temporarily assigned in 
March to handle the demand, said 
Isaac Reichman, a spokesman for 
the city’s Dept. of Business Af-
fairs and Consumer Protection.

City Hall received nine price 
gouging accusations last month 
from customers of Dearborn 
Wholesale’s two locations, one at 
a West Garfield Park warehouse, 
which is open to the public, and 
the other on 79th Street, which 
serves retailers.

Dearborn Wholesale officials 
didn’t respond to repeated calls 

and messages seeking comment. 
Most of the complaints made to 
the city accused the wholesaler of 
overcharging for toilet paper and 
bleach, records show.

Reichman said city inspectors 
went to Dearborn Wholesale’s 
West Garfield Park location after 
the complaints in mid-March but 
there was no toilet paper in stock, 
and investigators found no viola-
tions.

“When we visited, there was no 
evidence of price gouging since 
they were out of stock of toilet 
paper,” Reichman said. “We also 
follow up with complainants when 
we receive complaints to look for 
proof of price gouging, so these 
investigations are still ongoing.”

The BGA obtained a city data-
base of 286 complaints through 
the end of March that listed com-
plaints across the city. The city 
received an additional 129 com-
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People grow  
through experience if 
they meet life honestly 
and courageously. This is 
how character is built.

— Eleanor Roosevelt

By Jim Vail

As the City of Chicago tries to 
deal with one of its worst finan-
cial crises ever, some activists are 
demanding that the mayor 
take money from the con-
troversial Tax Increment Fi-
nancing [TIF] fund and use 
it to battle the coronavirus 
epidemic - and try to plug the 
holes opening up in their own 
crashing bottom line.

“We are calling for the 
complete elimination of 
TIFs from the Chicago de-
velopment portfolio and the 
releasing of the remaining $1.2 
billion in property taxes sitting 
in the TIF funds for emergency 
COVID-19 services and support 
immediately,” said Tom Tresser, 
founder of the CivicLab which 
has analyzed the TIF program 
and has tried to educate the public 
at numerous meetings and speak-
ing engagements across the city.

TIF critics and tax payers have 
described the program as a slush 

Activists demand a closer look  
at TIFs to deal with COVID-19 crisis
Demand mayor  
use funds to plug  
growing budget holes

fund that syphons off property 
tax revenue for the mayor to use 
to subsidize wealthy develop-
ments at the expense of the poor-
er neighborhoods and the various 
other public taxing bodies who 
draw their revenue from property 
taxes. Those other taxing bodies - 
like public schools, parks, librar-
ies, streets and sanitation - must 

then transfer their funding needs 
over a smaller and smaller pool 
of properties not located in TIF 
districts.

In short, every dollar removed 
from the property tax rolls and 
transferred into a TIF fund is a 
de facto property tax increase on 
properties not located in a TIF 
zone.

Tresser also sees a racial com-
ponent to the TIF districts. “TIFs 

have harmed Black communities 
especially hard over the decades, 
so it’s fitting that they be elimi-
nated (and) the funds remaining 
in those accounts be used to save 
lives now,” he said.

The CivicLab sent a letter to 
city officials that calls on City 
Hall to fund a batch of income 
needs, some of which are not re-

ally in the city’s bailiwick; 
rather the responsibility of 
the county, state and fed-
eral governments. Those de-
mands include that all work-
ers would receive guaranteed 
four-week full salary if they 
are sick with COVID-19 or 
are staying at home to care 
for sick families; a halt on 
rent, evictions, mortgages, 
student loan payments, fore-

closures and property taxes until 
six months after the stay at home 
order is lifted. 

Tresser is also demanding that 
the state lift the rent control ban 
as an emergency order by the gov-
ernor. Other demands include no 
shut off or late fees of utilities be 
added until the stay at home or-
der is ended; free public transit; 

tifs see p. 8

The current economic shut-
down due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic just got worse… for North 
Side landlords. 

On Monday Ald. Matt Martin 
[47th] introduced new legislation 
in City hall and in a twitter post 
that would give renters who lost 
income during the coronavirus 
outbreak a 12-month grace period 
to pay their rent. 

The proposed ordinance may 
be acted upon at today’s City 
Council meeting, which will be 
held virtually. It demands that the 
Illinois Statehouse and Gov. JB 
Pritzker enact new rent controls 
and similar payment deferments 
for mortgage holders, among oth-
er relief efforts. 

In 1997, Springfield enacted 
the Rent Control Preemption Act, 
that prohibits municipalities from 
enacting, maintaining or enforc-
ing measures that control the 
amount of rent charged for leas-
ing a residential property.

For the last couple years, hous-
ing activists have been actively 
calling for rent control legislation 

Proposed rent-payment 
grace period  

to be debated today
in Chicago, only to be stymied 
by that state law. But a group 
of alderman now want to revisit 
the issue after tens of thousands 
of workers in Chicago suddenly 
found themselves unemployed by 
a government-enforced economic 
shutdown in response to the cur-
rent pandemic. 

The proposal also asks the gov-
ernor to help secure a commitment 
from non-federal mortgage lend-
ers to offer “mortgage forbear-
ance” for at least three months to 
mortgage-holders who have lost 
income due to coronavirus. A 
similar program already exists for 
those who have mortgages with 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, the 
federally backed mortgage pro-
grams. The proposal did not ad-
dress any concept of postponing 
property tax payments that for 
many home-owners far exceeds 
the amounts they pay each month 
for their mortgages.

Ald. Martin’s proposal report-
edly has the support of 21 of his 
aldermanic colleagues.

A proposed new high-rise along 
Lake Shore Dr. in Lakeview has 
cleared another hurdle on its way 
to becoming reality. 

After many months working on 
issues such as egress, height and 
parking with the condo board of 
the New York Private Residences, 
City Club Apartments [CCA] is 
moving forward with plans for 
the development at 3660 N. Lake 
Shore Dr. that was originally in-
tended for a second tower back in 
1990.

City Club Apartments has filed 
an amendment to the planned de-
velopment with the city, but will 
still likely need to seek feedback 
from the community once the 
state-wide lockdown has been lift-
ed. CCA has decided to file their 
project with the City of Chicago, 
which requires an amendment 
to the current planned develop-
ment that is on record. Filing this 
amendment is the first step for 
the different city departments to 
begin reviewing this project. Ald. 
James Cappleman [46th] has told 
the City’s Dept. of Planning and 
Development and the developer 
that this project still requires the 
46th Ward’s full community pro-
cess, which will include meetings 
with the surrounding neighbors. 
Therefore, this project could re-
main on hold until Governor 
Pritzker and Mayor Lightfoot lift 
the “Stay at Home” order.

Beacon St. losing parking lot
A zoning change has been ap-

proved for property owner, Steve 
Sgouras, who is proposing to 
build a four story, 46’ tall residen-
tial building with nine units, and 
10 car parking spaces at 4502 N. 
Beacon St., at the site of a pres-
ent day surface parking lot on the 
corner of Sunnyside and Beacon 
streets.

The Beacon Block Club is host-
ing a meeting to discuss this pro-
posal 6:30 p.m. Thursday, June 27, 
at Carol’s Pub, 4659 N. Clark St.

Developer moves forward  
with plan for new LSD high-rise

“We are calling for the complete 
elimination of TIFs from the  

Chicago development portfolio and 
the releasing of the remaining  

$1.2 billion in property taxes sitting 
in the TIF funds for emergency 

COVID services and support  
immediately,” said Tom Tresser.

While price gouging is the 
most prevalent complaint, 

experts are sounding the 
alarm on bogus cures, fake 

deals on protective gear 
and con artists posing as 

government officials.

City Club Apartments is moving for-
ward with plans to build a new high-
rise at 3660 N. Lake Shore Dr.
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By Thomas J. O’Gorman

I was no fan or Ronald Rea-
gan, even though the ‘80s really 
belonged to him. I was a South 
Side Democrat of refinement and 
reason. 

Emotionally I was still dealing 
with the loss of Bobby Kennedy 
in those days. All that political 
promise was hard to let go. Such 
a tremendous sense of unfulfilled 
hope. 

But the ‘80s offered a powerful 
sense of comfort and balance to 
me. To everyone I suspect. Just 
listen to any one of your favorite 
tunes from the era. Instant tran-
quility. The smell of a future still 
promise-filled. Youth. Sun tans 
and swimming pools, great cars, 
skinny waists, good shoes, sail 
boats on Lake Michigan and ear-
ly Ralph Lauren. 

An older generation still with 
us. 

Lunch at R.J. Grunt’s, dinner 
at Gordon’s. T urtle Soup from 
Binyon’s and a Fannie May on 
every corner. Chicago gets a 
woman mayor, Prince Charles 
and Diana wed. No Starbuck’s, 
no cellphones, no terrorists. Ev-
eryone cheered as the Iron Cur-
tain came down and the Soviet 

Union was dismantled, aided by a 
Polish Pope who set off to meet 
the world. 

No wonder things were so com-
fortable. They were.

No way we could have envi-
sioned the way the planet would 
unfold. The 21st Century is not 
turning out as I had hoped.

We were planning for attacks 
from Afghanistan, Iran and outer 
space; not from an illness right 
out of the Middle Ages. Our pan-
demic lockdown is the visible 
inheritance of the century so far, 
it would appear. George Orwell, 
move over. 

A New York real estate mo-
gul in the White House. Chicago 
streets empty as Old Tucson. 
Schools closed. Churches and 
synagogues shuttered, Passover 
and Easter celebrated in anxiety, 
and the Pope alone in St. Peter’s 
Square on Good Friday.

McCormick Place transformed 
into a field hospital like this was 
Verdun on the lake. The Queen 
addressing her people for only 
the fourth time in her long reign. 
A second generation Cuomo gal-
vanizing the public, as the body 
count rises and morgues are built 
faster than new homes. 

Everyone you know out of a 
job like it’s 1929. The “L’s” are 
vacant, with the homeless moving 
to the subway. Showers installed 
for them under viaducts. While 
the bourgeoisie order dinner from 
curb side pick-up restaurants, once 
home to the fashionable and elite. 

Events of historic and noble 
purpose postponed or canceled, 
and the Kennedy family pursued 
by even more heartbreaking trag-
edy and tears. 

We couldn’t be anymore star-
tled than if Prohibition were re-
established. (Wait, did the mayor 
just shut down liquor stores too?)

So who could blame us for lis-
tening to Tears for Fears, Survi-
vor, George Michaels, Depeche 
Mode or Flashdance with Irene 
Cara. While we make Lockdown 
burgers or Nona’s eggplant par-
migiana. If there was ever a time 
when we needed the comforting 

food and drink of a gentle era, it 
is now. 

Maybe grandma’s famous 
chicken and dumplings is just what 
we need cooped up at home. 

The soft warmth of an ‘80s hit 
can bring an instant soothing of 
the jitters or anxiety attacks. Per-
haps the taste of a Brandy Alex-
ander is just the thing to remind 
you of a more calm era of exis-
tence, as we attempt to find some 
kind of clarity in the thousands of 
daily details about the pandemic’s 
statistics... how many sick and 
dead?

We worry about people from 
whom we are separated. People 
more vulnerable. Loved ones 
alone. Isolated by time and travel. 
It is becoming clear, though, that 
across the country people are re-
ally trying to stay connected by 
phone and social media to people 
who need to know they are loved. 

Chicagoans are outstanding 
at reaching out to say a word 
of reassurance to others. Rela-
tives. Neighbors. People down 
the street. Such human contact 
is essential, we have learned, in 
keeping people optimistic and 
conscious of their 
own value to oth-
ers. 

So make a  list 
of people you can 
call. Helping oth-
ers to understand 
what’s going on is 
vital to surviving 
the pandemic and 
the isolation and 
social distance it 
has brought. 

That’s the 
way people al-
ways used to live. 
Neighbors stuck 
their nose in your 
business. Your 
suffering. Your loneliness. Your 
isolation. Good neighbors knew 
how important human contact 
was. Your voice. Your conversa-
tion. Your interest in what’s going 
on with others lifts the level of 
health and stability. Check up on 
your facebook friends. Especially 

What will we remember of the pandemic?
the ones who are less outgoing, 
more reserved or less well.

We don’t have a vaccine capa-
ble of wiping out the Corona Vi-
rus yet, but we do have the human 
ability to expand the well-being 
of others. We have the ability to 
lessen the stranglehold of the dis-
ease by our courtesy and concern. 
By our ability to 
chase the fears 
from the hearts 
of others. 

Perhaps the 
challenge that 
we are offered in 
this time of pan-
demic is really 
being shaped 
by our own per-
sonal capacity 
to reach out to 
others in con-
crete, practical 
ways. Suggest some programs on 
television that would help others 
spend their day. Maybe a strong 
dose of Jane Austen is just what 
they need. or some film you saw 
and loved. Or some show about 
food. The Royals. Sherlock Hol-
mes. Or help them find a way to 

pray, attend Mass, 
or celebrate their 
religious tradi-
tions on all the 
cable and youtube 
sites.

You do not have 
to confine your-
self exclusively to 
‘80s nostalgia to 
get through the 
Lockdown.

Late the other 
night I found the 
full cast of the 
television show 
“The Nanny,” off 
the air more than 
20 years, stage a 

reading of the show’s very first 
episode. Fran Drescher, who 
starred in and produced the show, 
led them in a “zoom” production. 
All 12 of the actors were in dif-
ferent locations. But they were 
connected via the internet, face 
to face, to create their ensemble 

production. It was hilarious. Silly. 
Very 1990s orientated. But a big 
lift of the spirit. 

The pandemic will end. What, 
then, will we remember of it? The 
deaths, the pain of isolation, the 
financial disaster?

Many certainties questioned? 
Perhaps we will glimpse it as 

a moment of 
greatness for 
this era of civi-
lization. When 
people felt the 
pain of others 
and did all they 
could to nurture 
hope in others 
by their sense 
of sensitive in-
trusion into the 
living of others. 
With time for a 
prayer, poem, 

recipe or a laugh.	
A BASEBALL LEGEND: 

Former Chicago Cubs manager 
Jim Frey died last week at 88. 
He was essential in the Cub’s 
most memorable moments of the 
1980s taking them to their first 
playoff appearance in nearly 40 
years. He lifted all Chicago when 
the Cubs took their first National 
League East division title in 1984. 
They won another division title in 
1989. His years with the ball club 
were golden. He had Chicago 
style. And will live deep in Chi-
cago lore.

FINAL STRIKE OUT: For-
mer Cubs second baseman Glenn 
Beckert has died at 79. He played 
nine season with the Cubs, from 
1965 to 1973. Named to the Na-
tional League All Star team four 
times, he won a Golden Glove in 

remember see p. 6
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by Felicia Dechter

Heart  
of the  
‘Hood

Former Lerner Newspapers delivery girl  
fights for nurses’ rights 

by Felicia Dechter and 
Doris Carroll 

Once upon a time, Doris Car-
roll was a Lerner Newspapers de-
livery girl, waking up at 4 a.m. to 
help her brother get out the morn-
ing’s Booster newspapers. Now, 
50 years later, Carroll is on the 
pages of the newspaper she once 
delivered, thanks to the fact that 
she “fights like hell,” for nurses in 
Illinois, and nationwide. 

Carroll, who has been pushing 
for legislation for nurse to patient 
ratio, is a graduate of Blaine El-
ementary and Lake View High 
schools. She graduated from Univ. 
of Illinois College of Nursing in 
1983 with honors and a Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing. She holds 
two certifications -- in Ambula-
tory Nursing and as a Certified 
Clinical Research Coordinator.  

For the last five years, Carroll 
has been the Chief Union Steward 
for the Illinois Nurses Assoc. at 
the former Univ. of Illinois Hos-
pital and Health Sciences, now 
called UI Health, 1740 W. Taylor 
St. Additionally, she is the vice-
president of the Illinois Nurses 
Assoc. [INA], the Nurses Union 
and a vice president of the Illinois 
AFL-CIO. And as if that isn’t 
enough, Carroll is also a founding 
member of NursesTakeDC, a na-
tionwide grassroots movement of 
nurses supporting federal legisla-
tion for Safe Patient Limits. (Each 
year, they put on a Conference/
Rally in Washington, DC.  This 
year’s event was cancelled due to 
COVID-19). 

Her passion is all of this union 
and political activity -- to give 
back to the nursing profession. 
There is a dire need to unionize 
and pass Safe Patient Limits, she 
said.

We salute and thank Carroll, 
and every other nurse and health 
care hero out there helping to 
keep us alive. Read what she has 
to say and weep. I did.

***
“I’m a registered nurse. As I 

write this I can’t believe it’s been 
close to 37 years now. I still work 
full-time as a charge nurse, in an 
academic ambulatory care clinic 
affiliated with a Chicago hospital. 
The clinic serves two very differ-
ent practices: Infectious Diseases 
and Primary Care for adults and 
children.  

“I’m not a “frontline” nurse. 
But I’m in a battle along with the 
frontline nurses I represent every-
day as their Chief Union Steward. 
I share that responsibility with an-
other nurse who works in the ER. 
I have a team of nurses who vol-
unteer our time to represent our 
1,400 nurses. We are in a nurses 
union, the INA. 

“It is a battle now more than be-
fore. Before COVID-19 [C-19]. I 
think our lives now will be framed 
as “Before C-19.” As in 9/11. This 
will change all of us. Maybe not 
everyone will be touched by the 
loss of family or friend, but for 
nurses— we see death everyday. 
And we have lost nurses, our sis-
ter and brother nurses, to C-19. 

“In the early days of C-19 I 
cried. By myself and with nurse 
friends. It’s stressful and diffi-
cult to express it. I have to be in 
charge, a leader, be calm, show 
strength and keep nurses uni-
fied to work together for similar 
purposes. The anxiety and the 
insomnia about whether we can 
stay strong together as a team. 
Who will fall sick? Who will die? 
Who is responsible? Why did it 
have to happen this way? Why 
didn’t we have enough Personal 
Protection Equipment [PPE]? 
The numerous texts, phone calls, 
emails, everyday for weeks now. 
Wow. It’s been a month now. 

“I see my nurses struggle 
with the daily fear of not having 
enough PPE. Or not enough nurse 
techs. Or not enough clerks to take 
a call from the family. Or house-
keeping to clean rooms. And then 
nurses saying some were refusing 
to enter those rooms with C-19 
patients. That was really tough to 
hear. It reminded me of the days 

when HIV was raging across the 
country. And many refused to 
care for our positive patients. HIV 
and C-19. 

“Do not fear I tell myself. Be 
strong. Remember who you are, 
and why you get up everyday to 
come to work. I do it for my nurs-
es. And my patients. They are not 
really mine you know. But it feels 
good to say it. Because without 
my nurses, then I cannot care for 
my patients. They are my back-
bone. My strength. And we are in 
this fight together. 

“I’m crying now. Hadn’t done 
that in several weeks. I cry be-
cause of the unknown. But as the 
tears dry I will promise this: My 
nurses will not have died in vain. 

“I know who is responsible for 
the lack of planning and lack of 
PPE to protect my nurses from 
C-19. The lack of science that the 
CDC uses by telling us last year 
N95s (masks) are single use and 
now tell us to wear it for multiple 
shifts. When caring for multiple 
patients. The lack of enough PPE 
and transparency from hospi-
tal administration. They prefer 
to keep us obedient and dutiful, 
working shift after shift, never 
questioning their policies and 
protocols. 

“As in the policy of taking dou-
ble the patients we usually care 
for. When before C-19 it still was 

too much. When before C-19, no 
hospital nor nursing administra-
tor believed too many patients 
was a problem—except for the 
evidence-based research that said 
it was. Only now they say every 
hospital is doing it because of 
C-19, as if that is evidenced-based 
and safe for our patients. It isn’t. 
It’s not. And it’s dangerous. 

“Hospital administrators are 
not generally healthcare workers 
so maybe you could argue they 
just don’t understand. But they do 
understand profits. And they’ve 
been working that over the years. 
Profits over people. Now it’s prof-
it over PPE too. 

“But nursing administrators 
DO know. Have they forgotten or 
what? Don’t care? I believe in my 
heart they do care. They have just 
been too long from the bedside 
of a patient and no longer under-
stand the responsibilities and dif-
ficulties that bedside nurses  ex-
perience. Or they’re pressured by 
hospital administration to comply 

and be indifferent to nurses. I 
do know, even though I work in 
a clinic now. Yes, I am busy in 
my practice of two specialties. 
But it’s not like what the bedside 
nurse experiences. Never. 

“My promise is that nurses 
will not die in vain while caring 
for their patients. I will show you 
how difficult nurses work to keep 
you alive, with the fear for their 
own lives and that of their loved 
ones, hidden from you. I will 
show you the strength it takes 
to move nurses to make positive 
change to make a law to protect 
you—and them. From caring for 
too many patients. Because when 
we do, you suffer -- from more 
infections, falls, heart attacks and 
yes, death. I will show you how 
nurses will rise up—after C-19.

“Because now is not the time. 
We are here for you now. You can 
count on us. I promise. But don’t 
forget about nurses and our fight 
for safe staffing. Don’t forget 
when my nurses were there for 
you. Holding your hand. Hugging 
you. Wiping away your tears. 
When your family couldn’t be-
cause of C-19.  

“Make sure you tell your leg-
islators to pass this legislation 
for Safe Patient Limits—HR 
2581(federal) and HB 2604 (state). 
We will need you then. More than 
ever. Fight for nurses like we fight 
for you. For safe staffing. For safe 
care. I promise I will.”

FREE VACUUMING
3218 W. Irving 

4550 W. Addison
4820 W. Lawrence

Automatic Car Wash

$3  
EXPRESS 

CAR WASH
EXPRESS 

CAR WASH
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MAN-JO-VINS
JUST  GOOD  FOOD

HOT DOGS • ITALIAN BEEF • HAMBURGERS   
FRESH CUT FRIES • ICE CREAM & SHAKES

3224 N. Damen Ave. at Damen & Melrose   773-935-0727
Open Tues.-Fri.: 11-am-7 pm / Sat.: 11 am-6 pm  

Sun.: 11 am-5 pm / Closed Mon.

ESTABLISHED 1953

Please Call for Assistance

773.472.6300
1458 W. Belmont Ave., Chicago, IL 60657

www.lakeviewfuneralhome.com

When a Life was Lived Well
Create a Service that

“Honors the Life”

“Honoring the Life” est. 1882

Se Habla Espanol and Expanded Facilities and Fully Accessible

(Left) Doris Carroll in 2017, when a planned strike at UI Health was called off after the nurses won on their issues 
of concern. They celebrated with a party. Carroll said that nurse to patient ratios were not part of that particular 
strike, but they will definitely be an issue in an upcoming strike this September. (Right) In Washington in 2016 with 
Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky, a sponsor of HR 2581.
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Police 
Beat

Three more Red Line muggers 
arrested

Charges have been filed in yet 
another recent robbery on the CTA’s 
downtown subway system. It’s the 
latest in a string of successful police 
investigations as Loop train attacks 
staged a resurgence during April.

Police arrested Ein Julian, age 18, 
at the Jackson Red Line CTA station 
around 2:20 p.m. April 10 after they 

recognized 
him as one 
of the of-
fenders who 
mugged a 
CTA passen-
ger on a Red 
Line train 
near the 
same station, 

according to court records.
The victim, age 25, told police 

three teenagers attacked him on 
a northbound train between the 
Roosevelt and Jackson stations 
around 12:15 a.m. on Apr. 9. 

One offender pushed him into 
the wall of the train and took valu-
ables from his pockets while anoth-
er struck the victim and the primary 
offender punched the victim in the 
face, according to a CPD spokesper-
son.

Julian is charged with felony rob-
bery. Judge Mary Marubio released 
him on a recognizance bond and 
ordered him to go on electronic 
monitoring.

Police arrested two juveniles 
Wednesday in connection with the 
case. The boys, ages 13 and 14, are 
each charged with felony robbery. 
No further information is available 
about them because they are mi-
nors. 

CTA-related robberies and vio-
lent attacks were headline news 
in Chicago earlier this year, but 
the number of incidents dropped 
sharply as COVID-19 precautions 
kept many people at home in the 
second half of March.

However, robberies, batteries, 
and a high-profile murder have 
been reported as crime steadily re-
turned to the train lines. 

Prison time for man  
let out on ‘affordable bail’

An Edgewater man has been sen-
tenced to four prison terms for rob-
bing three women in Lakeview  — 
and then grabbing a woman on the 
street after a judge released him on 
affordable bail. 

Judge William O’Brien sentenced 
Dujuan Oliver to terms of four years 
for aggravated robbery; three years 
for robbery; two years for attempt-
ed robbery; and two years for ag-
gravated battery in a public place. 
After receiving Illinois’ standard 
50% sentence reduction for an-
ticipated good behavior, 217 days 
credit for time served while await-
ing trial, and concurrent sentencing 
for some of the charges, Oliver will 

be paroled on June 16, 2022.
Oliver threatened to punch a wom-

an in the face Sept. 2, 2018, as she 
walked her dog on the 2600 block of 
N. Orchard. He took the victim’s wallet, 
phone, jacket, 
and keys, then 
fled. 

Fifteen min-
utes later, he 
reached into 
his waistband 
to indicate that 
he had a gun 
as he robbed a 
woman of cash 
and her pass-
port on the 600 block of W. Arlington.

And at 6:55 a.m., he again implied 
that he had a gun as he robbed a wom-
an on the 900 block of W. George.

Police arrested Oliver a short time 
later when an officer pulled him over 
for a traffic violation and noticed 
property belonging to the robbery 
victims in Oliver’s car, according to 
prosecutors. 

Incredibly, Oliver went home after 
posting an affordable bail bond of 
just $3,000.

Last July, while out on bail, Oliver 
approached a 32-year-old Lakeview 
woman from behind in the 2900 
block of N. Mildred and grabbed 
her buttocks, police said. When the 
woman jumped away, Oliver “began 
approaching [her] in an aggressive 
manner until [she] screamed,” officers 
said in a report, “at which time he fled 
southbound on Mildred.”

Prosecutors charged Oliver with 
felony aggravated battery in a pub-
lic place and violation of bail bond in 
the latest case. Judge Sandra Ortiz or-
dered him held without bail.

Gunmen rob three,  
sexually assault woman  
in crime spree

Two armed men robbed three 
victims and sexually assaulted one 
during a lightning-fast crime spree 
in Lakeview and Uptown April 17, ac-
cording to police. No arrests have 
been made.

At 5:05 a.m., the offenders forced 
a 30-year-old woman and a 27-year-
old man to lie on the ground while 
holding them at gunpoint on the 500 
block of W. Cornelia.

The men then took the victims’ 
valuables and one of the offenders 
sexually assaulted the female and 
struck her in the face, said Police Of-
ficer Anthony Spicuzza of CPD’s Office 
of News Affairs.

Both offenders then got into a 
dark-colored vehicle and sped away 
eastbound on Cornelia.

Around the same time, the same 
two men approached a 35-year-old 
man as he smoked a cigarette in the 
4800 block of N. Sheridan and robbed 
him of his wallet and keys, police said. 
They struck the man in his head with 
the gun, stole his nearby vehicle, and 
fled.

Taken was a silver 2014 Toyota 
Camry bearing a license plate that be-
gins with Z2638.

Police said the robbers are two 
black men between 30- and 35-years-
old. One stands 5’-9” to 6’-1” tall and 
weighs 150-200 lbs. The other is about 
5’-9” tall and 235 lbs. Both wore sur-
gical-type masks and may have been 
driving a Chevy Malibu.

Anyone with information about 
the crimes can contact Area North de-
tectives at 312-744-8263 about cases 
JD210682 and JD210684.

Death while “wrestling”  
was homicide,  
medical examiner says

The death of an Uptown woman 
who reportedly died while “wrestling” 
with a man 23-years her younger last 
month has been ruled a homicide by 
the Cook County Medical Examiner.

Police responded to the woman’s 
apartment on the 900 block of W. Car-
men around 11;30 a.m. on March 7 af-
ter a man reported Laura Lonigro was 
unresponsive and appeared dead.

Officers administered CPR to Loni-
gro until fire department personnel 
arrived. She was pronounced dead at 
Weiss Hospital a short time later.

The 28-year-old man who called 
911 told police that he and Lonigro, 
age 51, were wrestling when she lost 
consciousness and died, police said. 
He was taken in for questioning, but 
detectives released him the next day 
while they awaited autopsy results.

Now, the medical examiner has 
ruled Lonigro’s death to be a homi-
cide with the primary cause of death 
being hypertensive and atheroscle-
rotic cardiovascular disease. “Stress 
due to physical altercation, obesity, 
and combined drug toxicity” contrib-
uted to her death, officials said.

The police investigation continues.

Death at Boystown bathhouse  
was natural; “environmental  
heat stress” a factor

The Cook County Medical Examiner 
has determined that a man who was 
found unresponsive in a Boystown 
bathhouse last month died from nat-
ural causes with “environmental heat 
stress” contributing to his death, ac-
cording to official records.

Donald Fraser, 55, was found un-
conscious around 8:55 p.m. on March 
6 inside Steamworks, 3246 N. Halsted, 
police said. He was pronounced dead 
at Advocate Illinois Masonic Medical 
Center less than an hour later.

Fraser’s death was caused by ath-
erosclerotic coronary artery disease, 
the medical examiner said. Obesity 
and heat stress are listed as second-
ary causes of death. The long-running 
bathhouse features a large steam 
room and hot tub area.

Two days after Fraser’s death, Mar-
cus Z. Loveless, 53,was pronounced 
dead at Illinois Masonic less than an 
hour after he also collapsed at Steam-
works, according to medical examiner 

records.
Loveless’ death was caused by arte-

riosclerosis and obesity, the medical 
examiner said.

The men were the fourth and fifth 
persons to die at the bathhouse since 
Jan. 2017.

Update: Weapons charge filed  
in Wrigleyville incident

A man who got out of prison less 
than a month ago for illegal firearm 
possession is back in custody — 
charged with illegally possessing an-
other firearm when he allegedly stole 
a woman’s car in Wrigleyville on April 
18.

A 41-year-old woman told police 
she left her car running while she 
made a delivery on the 3800 block 

of N. Sheffield 
shortly after 
7 a.m. She re-
ported that a 
man who had 
a gun got into 
the vehicle and 
drove away.

The victim’s 
car crashed 
near Addison 

and Racine streets a few minutes later. 
Police officers who quickly accessed a 
CPD surveillance camera feed spot-
ted a man running from the crashed 
vehicle and broadcast a description of 
the man to cops in the field.

Devin Williams, 21, was taken into 
custody by officers who saw him walk-
ing near the intersection of South-
port Ave. and Irving Park Rd., a CPD 
spokesperson said. Officers reported 
seeing Williams throw a handgun 
over a fence during a brief foot chase 
that preceded his arrest. A gun and a 
separate ammunition magazine were 
recovered by police, but neither item 
was loaded, prosecutors said.

Williams is charged with unlawful 
use of a weapon by a felon. Judge 
Arthur Willis set bail at $25,000. Willis 
also ordered him held without bail at 
the request of the Illinois Department 
of Corrections.

State records show Williams was 
released from Stateville Correctional 
Center on March 27, where he was 
sent to serve a four-year prison term 
for a 2018 charge of unlawful use of a 
weapon by a felon.

News tips? Call 773-465-9700 
Confidentiality guaranteed.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / 24 HOURS A DAY
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BEST KEPT SECRET
SUPER CAR WASH 

Boy, 15, charged with armed  
robbery on Loop CTA platform

A 15-year-old boy is charged with 
robbing a woman at the Clark-Lake 
Blue Line station while he bran-
dished a realistic-looking BB gun 
this week.

Police officers conducting a rou-
tine patrol of the CTA station April 
16 came upon a 21-year-old woman 
who reported that she had just been 
robbed by a masked gunman.

The victim said she was on the 
Blue Line platform when the of-
fender approached her, pulled out 
a gun, and demanded her valuables 
around 9:30 p.m. He then ran from 
the station, she said.

Cops searched the area and 
found the robber walking on the 
100 block of W. Lake a few minutes 
later. He was carrying a BB gun that 
closely resembles a standard fire-
arm, police said.

Prosecutors charged the boy with 
felony aggravated robbery.

The hold-up is the latest in a 
string of violent incidents reported 
on the downtown CTA lines this 
month. Police have made arrests in 
many of the cases.

Shot fired, no one injured  
during apparent robbery  
attempt in Lincoln Park

At least one shot was fired April 
16 during an apparent robbery or 
carjacking attempt in Lincoln Park.

A 23-year-old man and a 24-
year-old woman told police they 
were inside a Nissan Maxima on 
the 800 block of W. Dickens when 
a man knocked on one of the car’s 
windows with a handgun just af-
ter midnight, according to a CPD 
spokesperson. The victims reported 
that the gunman was accompanied 
by two other men and all of the of-
fenders were wearing masks.

Police said the gunman fired a 
shot at the vehicle when the victims 
sped from the scene. One of the 
car’s windows was shattered, the 
spokesperson said, but neither vic-
tim was injured.

Officers found a spent shell cas-
ing on Dickens between Fremont 
and Dayton streets.

Area Central detectives are inves-
tigating.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com

Ein Julian

Dujuan Oliver

Devin Williams

Over the course of one week this 
month, a 16-year-old girl was either 
involved in or on the scene of a rob-
bery, a shooting, and a murder on the 
CTA’s Red Line train system, according 
to prosecutors and a police depart-
ment source.

The girl serves as a common thread 
connecting a series of crimes on the 
beleaguered CTA train system, which 
is seeing significant numbers of vio-
lent incidents even as ridership has 
plunged.

Her story in not unique but dem-
onstrates the level of mayhem that 
an individual or small group can cre-
ate on the city’s transit system. Earlier 
this year, a 19-year-old woman was 
charged with committing multiple 
violent crimes on the Red Line, in-
cluding two that were allegedly car-
ried out less than a week after she was 
shot inside a CTA pedestrian tunnel 
downtown.

Police also arrested the 16-year-old 
girl after she allegedly fought with a 
CTA security guard on the Red Line 
train near Belmont on April 9. The 
guard, who was illegally carrying a 
gun while on patrol, has also been 
charged in the case.

CTA train system beleaguered by violent young thugs
Shortly after she was arrested, in-

vestigators recognized the girl as one 
of three people who attacked and 
tried to rob a 59-year-old man at the 
Roosevelt Red Line station on April 2. 

She and two men allegedly pushed 
the victim onto the Red Line tracks as 
they tried to take his bag, according 
to police. The victim was treated at 
Mercy Hospital for facial bleeding and 
an injured hand. All three offenders 
ran from the scene. Still not charged 
in the crime are two men. 

Five days later the girl was on the 
scene when two men battered a for-
mer Marine  on the Jackson Red Line 
platform and then pushed the man 
between two cars of a departing 
train. The train dragged 29-year-old 
Mamadou Balde to his death.

Police used CTA surveillance video 
to identify the attackers and trace 
their movements — along with the 
girl’s — after the killing.

Prosecutors last week charged 
Ryan Munn, 18, and Fajour Hodges, 
19,  with Balde’s death. The girl was 
not directly involved in the attack.

In another example of the resiliency 
some alleged Red Line troublemak-
ers can exhibit, on Feb. 17 a gunman 

opened fire on a crowd of people in 
a CTA pedestrian tunnel that con-
nects the Red and Blue Line train 
systems at Jackson. One man was 
killed. Another was gravely wound-
ed. And a 19-year-old woman was 
shot in the leg, according to police.

Four days later — while still re-
covering from the gunshot wound 
— the woman allegedly pepper-
sprayed a CTA passenger, stole her 
phone, and punched the victim in 
the face at the Lake St. Red Line sta-
tion. Two days after that, she alleg-
edly pepper-sprayed, stabbed, and 
tried to rob a woman on an escala-
tor at the Clark-Division Red Line 
station.

Police eventually caught up with 
her on Feb. 24 following a distur-
bance at the Chicago-State Red 
Line station. At the time, she was 
free on a recognizance bond for 
allegedly robbing a Jewel-Osco in 
Wicker Park and another recogni-
zance bond for shoplifting in Lin-
coln Park. She is currently being 
held without bail.
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“Never waste a good crisis,” 
said former Chicago Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel.

In the spirit of that quote, after 
the coronavirus is brought under 
control, why not transform the 
temporary hospital in the Old 
McCormick Place building into 
a free housing and rehabilitation 
center for the city’s displaced and 
financially disadvantaged home-
less?

As of April 12, 2,772 hospital 
beds were filled by COVID pa-
tients in Illinois, while another 
11,366 beds were open and avail-
able. The state projects Illinois re-
source needs for beds peaked last 
week. In all, Illinois is expected 
to have 4,883 more hospital beds 
than the state’s projected needs. 
Those numbers do not include the 
2,250 new beds in McCormick 
Place. So that space may no lon-
ger need to be used as an emer-

Why not create temporary housing  
at McCormick Place?

by Don DeBat

The 
Home 
Front

gency over-flow field hospital.
Now is time to deal with the 

city’s homeless problem. In Jan. 
2019, Chicago had 5,290 home-
less individuals, down from 5,450 
the year before, reported the Dept. 
of Family and Support Services.

In 2019, some 4,030 homeless 
resided in some type of shelter, 
while 1,260 were unsheltered or 
taking refuge in tents or places 
not meant for habitation. By con-
trast in 2018, of the total 5,450 
homeless, 4,093 were sheltered 
and 1,357 were not.

With Illinois now well north 
of 200,000 new unemployment 
claims, and with thousands of 
apartment tenants unable to pay 
their rent, it is likely that the num-

ber of homeless people will grow 
dramatically this year. 

So, when the virus crisis is un-
der control, why not utilize this 
$15-million temporary hospital 
facility as a safety net for the 
homeless, instead of dismantling 
it and waiting for a plan to trans-
form it into a future casino? The 
facility is ready to accept 2,250 
coronavirus patients, according 
to Mayor Lori Lightfoot.

Union tradesmen and women 
worked around the clock to install 
100 new water lines, 1,000 elec-
trical outlets and lines, and more 
than 100 data lines to supply an 
electronic records system to ac-
cept and monitor patients. FEMA 
paid for the work, and the Army 

5739 N. Ravenswood 
 FiresideChicago.com

WE DELIVER

773-561-7433

Hot Food  
at Your  
Front Door

Corp of Engineers supervised 
construction.

Look at the positives for reus-
ing the facility as temporary free 
housing for the homeless: 
• Federal dollars already have 
been spent to install beds and 
wall partitions. Just add private 
footlockers for personal belong-
ings.
• Wiring for electrical outlets, 
lighting, heat and air conditioning 
is installed and is up and running.
• Nice ceramic-tiled, multi-stall 
bathrooms already exist.
• A finishing touch could be in-
stalling room numbers—so resi-
dents can get mail—and adding 
street signs, such as “Freedom 
Way,” “Hope Blvd.,” and “Light-
foot Ave.,” along the rows of tem-
porary housing units. 

All the city needs to add is a 
soup kitchen and a menu from 
the Pacific Garden Mission on S. 
State St.

While we’re at it, why not create 
the Mayor Lori Lightfoot “HOPE 
University”—a job, computer and 
literacy training center—in the 
building?

The temporary housing facil-
ity also will create jobs for food 
preparation, security, janitorial 

by Jonathan Bilyk
Cook County Record

A Wisconsin-based business in-
surance company has found itself 
at the center of an opening salvo 
of lawsuits brought by the owners 
of restaurants, whose doors and 
businesses have been slammed 
shut by state closure orders as 
part of the effort to combat the 
COVID-19 outbreak.

Since late March at least three 
lawsuits have been lodged in 
Chicago courts against Society 
Insurance, accusing the insurer 
of wrongly failing to honor busi-
ness interruption claims filed by 
the owners of local restaurants 
who have remained closed since 
the middle of March, under an ex-
ecutive order by Illinois Gov. JB 
Pritzker.

Most recently, Society was 
sued by the owners of the Mail-
lard Tavern, 494 N. Milwaukee 
Ave. In the lawsuit filed in Cook 
County Circuit Court on April 14 
by attorneys from the firm of Ro-
manucci & Blandin, owners Tony 
Priolo and Ciro Longobardo said 
they are seeking a judgment from 
the court forcing the insurance 
company to honor the insurer’s 
alleged obligations to the Mail-
lard Tavern “during their time of 
need.”

Also facing off with Society 
Insurance are the owners of the 
New 400 Theater in Rogers Park, 
6746 N. Sheridan Rd. 

The lawsuit was announced in a 
release from the Romanucci firm, 
along with their partners Rutter 
& Rusin LLC and Spangenberg 
Shibley & Liber LLP, each of 
Ohio.

Local restaurants serve up lawsuits  
for denied COVID interruption coverage claims

Chicago city tax collectors are 
offering relief for a beleaguered 
business community forced to 
shut down operations due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Tax pay-
ment due dates for local taxpay-
ers are being deferred by an ad-
ditional 30 days. 

Tax payment remittances for 
the months of February, March 
and April 2020 are not due until 
June 1. The extension adds to an 
earlier extension of tax payments 
for businesses which previously 
ended in April. 

Retail and commercial busi-
nesses are still expected to collect 
sales taxes from customers, but 
the remittance of restaurant, hotel 
accommodations, bottled water, 
checkout bag, ground transpor-
tation, parking and amusement 
taxes are being deferred until 
June 1.

No City Sticker Tickets
Ticket enforcement on compli-

ance-related violations, includ-
ing City Stickers and Residential 
Parking Permits, will be suspend-
ed until April 30. City Hall will 
also be waiving late fees and back 
charges on City Stickers during 
this time.

The Office of the City Clerk 
will be waiving late fees and 
back charges on City Stickers 
from March 19 to April 30 for 
residents whose stickers were up 
for renewal. These dates may be 
extended should the Office of the 
City Clerk be closed past April 
30. For more information write 
to ezbuy@cityofchicago.org.

City tax 
collections 

delayed to June 1

According to the release, the 
firms are partnering to introduce 
a spate of similar litigation against 
insurers who are allegedly rou-
tinely refusing business interrup-
tion claims brought by restaurant 
owners who have been forced to 
close by government order amid 
the COVID-19 shutdown.

According to the suit, because 
COVID-19 is a human pathogen 
that can physically contaminate 
surfaces, its presence or poten-
tial presence in the restaurant is 
a “physical loss” of the property 
during the pandemic, which the 
restaurant said triggers coverage 
in the policy.

In addition, the policy includes 
coverage for loss of access to the 
building because of orders from a 
civic authority, such as the gover-
nor’s shut-down orders, according 
to the complaint. The suit is seek-
ing a declaration of coverage, but 
is not making any claim of bad 
faith or for other damages, the at-
torneys said in the release.

“Clearly, restaurant owners 
sustained deep and devastating 
financial losses through no fault 
of their own; rather, they are 
complying with the state of Illi-
nois’ order to slow the spread of 

the COVID-19 virus,” said An-
tonio Romanucci, of Romanucci 
& Blandin in the release. “In an 
effort to protect their businesses, 
including their employees, from 
a situation like this, our plain-
tiff did the responsible thing in 
months and years gone by, and 
procured business interruption 
insurance that included a provi-
sion for losses incurred due to a 
‘necessary suspension’ of their 
operations due to a government 
order.”

In the release, the The Mail-
lard Tavern owners said: “We 
have lost our livelihoods and our 
ability to pay our valued employ-
ees, our vendors and our rent. As 
responsible business owners, we 
paid our business insurance pre-
miums but have been denied the 
benefits of that policy when we 
need it most.

“This problem is not just about 
our company, this is an industry-
wide problem that could crush our 
economy and community if all of 
the restaurants, retailers and oth-
ers businesses lose the safety net 
we depended on from insurance.”

The Maillard lawsuit follows 
similar separate actions lodged 
in Chicago federal court in late 
March by a group of restaurant 
and movie theater owners.

On March 27, Society Insurance 
was sued by a group of plaintiffs, 
including the owners of the Big 
Onion Tavern Group; McBride’s; 
Headquarters Beercade; Legacy 
Hospitality, which operates the 
Welcome Back Lounge, The Vig 
and The Whale, all in Chicago; 
among other establishments.

And on March 31, the owners of 
Chicago’s iconic Billy Goat Tavern 

also sued Society Insurance.
All complaints asserted Soci-

ety and other insurers are denying 
“nearly every claim” for business 
interruption coverage, as a result 
of the restaurant and theater clo-
sures mandated in Illinois and 
elsewhere as part of the response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Billy Goat is represented by 
the Duncan Law Group LLC, of 
Chicago.

Big Onion, Legacy and their 
co-plaintiffs are represented by 
the firm of King & Spalding 
LLC, of Chicago and Atlanta.

housing see p. 6

“Clearly, restaurant  
owners sustained deep 

and devastating financial 
losses through no fault of 
their own; rather, they are 
complying with the state  

of Illinois’ order to  
slow the spread of  

the COVID-19 virus,”  
said Antonio Romanucci.

Once the pandemic passes, let’s turn those 2,250 new hospital beds at 
McCormick Place into homeless housing.
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1968. He was a gentleman and 
a friend to Chicagoans, rightly 
proud of his record for minimum 
strike outs. Peace to him.

PEACE AND 
PRIDE: Elvis Cos-
tello penned a long 
eulogy on Face-
book to Chicago’s 
great Folk musi-
cian and hero John 
Prine upon his 
tragic death from 
the Coronavirus. A  
small part of his 
words is worth shar-
ing. “Perhaps it was 
his resilience that 
makes accepting 
John’s passing more 
difficult. He had 
repeatedly shown 
such strength and 
courage in overcoming the chal-
lenges of illness. He was so loved 
by Fiona and his family and all 
of his friends, admirers and lis-
teners that it was easy to believe 
that he would be returned to us; to 
laugh as he read all of those many 
quotations from his lyrics that 
acquaintances, strangers and his 
longest-lived pals have been shar-
ing in these last days. They tell 
us that a world with John Prine 
in it has been much better than 
the poorer one in which we now 
dwell.”

WOMEN OF REAL POW-
ER: Congratulations to two of 
this column’s biggest fans who 
made it in Chicago Magazine’s 
50 most powerful women in Chi-
cago. Both Cook County pow-

erhouses. Cook 
County Treasurer 
Maria Pappas 
and Cook County 
Board member 
Bridget Gainer.

Long Day’s 
Journey into 
Night: Brian 
Dennehy,81, died 
April 15. The ac-
tor had a decades 
long relationship 
with the Goodman 
Theatre and direc-
tor  Robert Falls. 
Dennehy once said 
“Chicago is the 
best city in Ameri-

ca. Chicagoans are very lucky to 
live here.”

SAD HAWKS: The team’s 
2020 13th an-
nual fan con-
vention July 
24-26 has been 
cancelled.

D O N ’ T 
F O R G E T : 
Victory Gar-
dens Theater 
announced the 
cancellation of 
“Right To Be 
Forgotten” by 
Sharyn Roth-
stein, directed 
by Devon de 
Mayo. It was 
the planned 
conclusion of the theater’s 45th 
Season.

METRA: Local CTA and 
Metra commuter trains have lost 
most of their ridership due to 
Coronavirus.

LORI LOCKDOWN: Ac-
cording to the memes all over 
social media, Mayor Lori Light-
foot is always watching. Good 
thing Lightfoot has a sense of hu-
mor. No worries, humor is a great 
way to get her Lockdown order 
reinforced with a laugh.

LOCKDOWNAPALOOZA: 
The fate of the summer music ex-
travaganza is being deliberated. 
Chances are it could be canceled 
in light of the deterioration of 
regular everyday life.

LOCKDOWN PENMAN-
SHIP: Jim Kinney has a bril-
liant idea during Lockdown. He 
writes,  “Join me in a project. 
Get out all the stationery from 
the drawers. Now is the time to 
sit down and send real mail to 
friends instead of tweets and 
emails. It is fun to receive some-
thing in the mail other than bills! 
Don’t tell me you don’t have time. 
These can’t be hacked and will be 

remember from p. 2

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION AS TRUSTEE FOR 
JPMORGAN MORTGAGE ACQUISITION TRUST 2006-
CH1, ASSET BACKED PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES,  
SERIES 2006-CH1;
Plaintiff,
vs. 
SONIA E. AGUILAR AKA SONIA E. GONZALEZ AKA SONIA 
E. GONZALEZ AGUILAR; JOSE V. AGUILAR; 
Defendants,
19 CH 2689
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a 
Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corporation will on 
Wednesday, May 27, 2020 at the hour of 11 a.m. in their office 
at 120 West Madison Street, Suite 718A, Chicago, Illinois, 
sell at public auction to the highest bidder for cash, as set 
forth below, the following described mortgaged real estate:
P.I.N. 11-31-414-004-0000.
Commonly known as 1759 West Albion Ave., Chicago, IL 
60626.
The mortgaged real estate is improved with a single family 
residence. If the subject mortgaged real estate is a unit of a 
common interest community, the purchaser of the unit other 
than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments required by 
subsection (g-1) of Section 18.5 of the Condominium Prop-
erty Act.
Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance, by cer-
tified funds, within 24 hours. No refunds. The property will 
NOT be open for inspection.
For information call Mr. Anthony Porto at Plaintiff’s Attorney, 
Kluever & Platt, L.L.C., 150 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, 
Illinois 60601. (312) 236-0077. SPS000053-19FC1
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3150057
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080808

010101

Rogers Park Township  
Real Estate For Sale

Real Estate For Sale

North Township  
Real Estate For Sale
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151515

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
BAYVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC; 
Plaintiff,
vs. 
CHICAGO TITLE LAND TRUST COMPANY, AS SUCCES-
SOR TRUSTEE TO LASALLE BANK NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION, AS SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE TO AMERICAN 
NATIONAL BANK & TRUST COMPANY OF CHICAGO 
AS  TRUSTEE UNDER A TRUST AGREEMENT DATED 
APRIL 16, 1984 AND KNOWN AS TRUST NUMBER 60669; 
STREETERVILLE CENTER CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIA-
TION; BANKFINANCIAL, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION AS 
S/I/I TO SUCCESS NATIONAL BANK; JOHN MARKAY; 
UNKNOWN BENEFICIARIES OF CHICAGO LAND TRUST 
COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE TO LASALLE BANK NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, AS SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE TO AMERI-
CAN NATIONAL BANK & TRUST COMPANY OF CHICAGO, 
AS TRUSTEE UNDER A TRUST AGREEMENT DATED 
APRIL 16, 1984 AND KNOWN AS TRUST NUMBER 60669; 
UNKNOWN BENEFICIARIES OF CHICAGO TITLE LAND 
TRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE UNDER THE PROVI-
SIONS OF A CERTAIN TRUST AGREEMENT DATED 
JANUARY 26,2011 AND KNOWN AS TRUST NUMBER 
8002356492; CHICAGO TITLE LAND TRUST COMPANY 
AS TRUSTEE UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF A CERTAIN 
TRUST AGREEMENT DATED JANUARY 26, 2011 AND 
KNOWN AS TRUST NUMBER 8002356492; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NON RECORD CLAIMANTS;
Defendants,
19 CH 11378
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above entitled 
cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corporation will on Tues-
day, May 19, 2020 at the hour of 11 a.m. in their office at 
120 West Madison Street, Suite 718A, Chicago, Illinois, sell 
at public auction to the highest bidder for cash, as set forth 
below, the following described mortgaged real estate:
P.I.N. 17-10-203-027-1009 and 17-10-203-027-1010.
Commonly known as 233 East Erie Street, Units 909 & 910, 
Chicago, IL 60611.
The mortgaged real estate is improved with a condominium 
residence. The purchaser of the unit other than a mortgagee 
shall pay the assessments and the legal fees required by 
subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 9 of the Condo-
minium Property Act
Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance, by cer-
tified funds, within 24 hours. No refunds. The property will 
NOT be open for inspection.
For information call Law Clerk at Plaintiff’s Attorney, The Wir-
bicki Law Group, 33 West Monroe Street, Chicago, Illinois 
60603. (312) 360-9455. W19-0527
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3149851

080808

Real Estate For Sale

Elvis Costello John Prine Maestro Stanley Paul with Shelly Howard.

Brian Dennehy. Photo © 
Linda Matlow, PIXINTL

a memory of this historic time.” 
Let’s get this off the ground.

LOCKDOWN SOCIETY: 
Laura Olsavsky hearing duty’s 
call and sewing medical grade 
face masks for a local 
hospital while hubby 
Michael plays the 
trombone ... Myra and 
John Reilly have been 
using their Lockdown 
to create great meals, 
but one night just took 
a breather and called 
for a Lou Malnati’s piz-
za … writer Sherrill 
Bodine and husband, 
John Bodine, have 
gone Scandinavian, 
deciding on Day 32 
of sheltering in place 
to order a “Christmas 
Table” from Swedish 
Bistro Tre Kronos Chicago. … 
author Marc Joseph Sievers off 
to the grocery store in his new 
Dior face mask, an exclusive pur-
chase to enhance safety as well 

as fashion… 
Cynthia Ol-
son greeting 
friends be-
low from the 
safety of her 
residence high 
above N. State 
Pkwy… good 
idea. Fash-
ionista Sylwia 
Wilczynska 
has been busy 
filling orders 
for face masks 
at Sylwia De-
signs that are 
made with 

triple layers of cottons: Egyptian, 
bamboo and blend, all wash-

CALL 773-818-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave. 

101supplyok@gmail.com

Jacuzzis, Sinks & Vanities
Kitchen Cabinets

- Remodeling & Restaurant Supply -

A-A SALVAGE
Plumbing Liquidation 

The Chicago History Mu-
seum [CHM], 1601 N. Clark 
St., has launched an online 
program called “In This To-
gether” which is a communi-
ty-based initiative to collect 
digital records that capture 
personal experiences during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The museum is seeking dia-
ries, journals, oral histories, 
images, recordings, and similar 
materials that may be essential 
for documenting the pandemic 
history as they provide context 
for what an event or era was 
like for everyday people expe-
riencing it and preserve stories 
for future generations.

“Now more than ever, [we 
are] committed to sharing Chi-
cago’s stories, and [we want] 
to shine a light on our shared 
experiences during this criti-
cal time in our history,” said 
Gary T. Johnson, president of 
the CHM. “History is in the 
making, and we encourage all 
Chicagoans to share their sto-
ries and continue to lean on our 
community for support as we 
navigate through the unknown 
together.”

The museum is inviting resi-
dents to contribute any digital 
records—such as photographs, 
audio/video recordings, and 
journal entries—that docu-
ment a COVID-19 experience 
and tell a story about the com-
munity during the pandemic. 
A selection will become part 
of the permanent collection. 
Contributors will have the op-
tion to remain anonymous, for 
more information call 312-
642-4600.

Share your 
pandemic stories 

with history 
museum

services and teaching at the job 
training center.

If the disadvantaged and home-
less choose not to attend classes 
at HOPE (Homeless Opportunity 
for People’s Education) Univer-
sity, give them a free CTA pass 
for transportation to their favorite 
panhandling location.

A veteran union tradesman who 
has worked setting up conven-
tions at Old McCormick Place es-
timates the building is used about 
10 to 20 times a year for conven-
tions. The temporary housing fa-
cility would be used year-round, 
and it would save lives keeping 
homeless people warm and fed in 
winter.

housing from p. 5 Once more than 2,000 of the 
city’s homeless are residing, being 
cared for and trained under one 
roof, the effort will create jobs 
and take the pressure off of the 
need for building more affordable 
housing on scattered sites around 
the city.

Chicago and Illinois already 
have gained national recognition 
for its battle against the coronavi-
rus. Why not continue this leader-
ship battle against homelessness?

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat 
is co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.

able… we’ve got to be the stylish 
“mask” city in America… lovely 
Vonita Reescer and Rochelle 
Trotter in their Easter bonnets, 
reminding us of past years when 

elegance took priority 
before pandemic … 
Maestro Stanley Paul 
and Old Town’s Shel-
ley Howard remind 
us the only way to get 
through Lockdown is, 
you know, “Hear no 
evil; Speak, no evil, 
etc… Christie’s Ste-
ven Zick is teaching 
his parrot French, trés 
bonne… artist Adam 
Scott Umbach in his 
Brooklyn studio creat-
ing a wonderful new 
series of “Butterflies,” 
on gold leaf surfac-

es… the eminent architect Lucien 
LaGrange is spending his time 
creating wondrous French dishes 
at home that are quite authentic.

The truth is incontrovertible. 
Malice may attack it, ignorance 
may deride it, but in the end, 
there it is.

— Winston Churchill

tog515@gmail.com

Sylwia Wilczynska	

Vonita Reescer and Rochelle Trotter 
from Easter past.
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Service Directory/Classifieds To place an ad, call 773.465.9700 
E-mail: insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com 
Deadline: 5pm Mondays

First Impressions Count!
SHOE SHINE DIRECT

Simple...

FREE  
Pick-Up & 
Delivery

• We’ll Pick-Up Your Shoes
• We’ll Clean Them
• We’ll Shine Them
• We’ll Call, Text or Email  

When They’re Ready &  
Deliver Them Back to You!

Call 773-307-2154
or 773-392-3388

SHOE 
MAINTENANCE

PLUMBING

773-724-9272
jblantonplumbing.com

5126 N. Ravenswood Ave.

We’re Local & Offer 24-Hour 
Emergency Service. 

Best Warranties in the Industry!

Let Our Family  
Take Care of Yours   

With Any PLUMBING,  
DRAIN or SEWER NUISANCE!

CLASSIFIEDS
Adoption

Pregnant? Considering Adoption?  We help with food, 
housing, medical, counseling, etc.  You can relocate.  
Choose adoptive family for your baby.  We’re friendly, 
caring, completely confidential. Call 866-621-0933

Pregnant? Maybe Adoption? Living Expenses Paid. 
Nationwide Agency. Talk With Us 24/7. 866-716-
3041. Online Chat. Online Application. www.onetrue-
gift.com. Text 515-778-2341.

Auctions
State of Illinois Surplus Property Online Auction - 
WEEKLY auctions throughout the year! Equipment, 
watches, boats, vehicles, knives, jewelry and much 
more... iBid.illinois.gov

Auto Donations
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Autos Wanted
CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!  All Makes/Models 
2002-2019! Any Condition. Running or Not. Top 
$$$ Paid! Free Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-985-1806

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! Junk, high-end, 
totaled - it doesn’t matter! Get free towing and same 
day cash! NEWER MODELS too! Call 1-844-294-
2531

Business Opportunities
America’s #1 Home Based Business! Up to $20k/
mo. Perfect for Introverts, Never Call Anyone, Text 
“INFO” 800-343-6297 or Call for Prerecorded Msg

Cars For Sale
1998 Dodge RV V2500 V8, 318CID, 120K miles, 
lots of new, some rust. Needs front bumper $6998. 
Call John 773-818-0808

Collectibles
POSTAGE STAMP SHOW Westin Hotel 400 Park 
Blvd Itasca IL November 22-24 Hours Fri  Sat 10-6 
Sun 10-4 Free Parking and Admission Info at www.
Chicagopex.org

Commercial Space
Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 700 sq. 
ft.; 1,000 sq. ft. & 1,100 sq. ft. Three-year lease @ 
$15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven funds. 
773-772-0808 please leave message.

Education
AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME 
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH.  FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE.  CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING – Get FAA Tech-
nician certification. Approved for military benefits.  
Financial Aid if qualified. Job placement assistance. 
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-453-
6204

Help Wanted. Paid Daily. No Experience Needed. 
Full Details Go To: www.BestEasyWork.com/
bamidan

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train at 
home for a career as a Medical Office Professional 
at CTI! 1-833-766-4511 AskCTI.com 

Education/Career Training
AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands 
on Aviation training. Financial Aid for qualified stu-
dents - Career placement assistance. CALL Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

Employment
Preschool – ECE Teachers

Rewarding experience.
Cross-Cultural Learning

BA ECE Level 5 or
Infant Toddler Level 5
Good pay & benefits

BridgeInternationalSchool.org   773-989-7433

Employment - Drivers
FALL INTO A GREAT NEW CAREER AT TTI! 
$1600 Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS 
*Flatbed *Step Deck *Van *LTL Reefer. Pay is 26% 
Gross Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile Van/
Reefer. Full benefits w/FREE Health & Life Insur-
ance, 6 paid Holidays, + Industry leading Driver 
Bonus Program! Must have Class A CDL. Call Ruth 
or Mike at TTI Inc. 1-800-222-5732 Apply online 
ttitrucking.com

WARM UP WITH A NEW CAREER AT TTI! $1600 
Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS *Flatbed  
*Step Deck  *Van  *LTL Reefer.  Pay is 26% Gross 
Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile Van/Reefer. Full 
benefits w/FREE Health & Life Insurance, 6 paid 
Holidays + Industry leading Driver Bonus Program! 
Must have Class A CDL. Call Ruth or Mike at TTI 
Inc 1-800-222-5732  Apply online ttitrucking.com

Financial
ARE YOU BEHIND $10K OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits, 
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 855-849-6790

For Sale
Blueberries - Certified Organic - Seasonal U-Pick 
and Pre-Picked, Year-round frozen - Clean fields, 
easy picking, Northwest Indiana, easy access off 
80/90. Check us out at www.BlueberryRanch.com

Gun/Hunting Gear
GUN SHOW: October 11-13. Union Grove Fair-
grounds, 19805 Durand Ave, Union Grove, WI. Fri 
3-8pm, Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. 9am-3pm. $7 (under 14 
FREE) Buy/Sell, 608-752-6677 www.bobandrocco.
com

Health
FARMERS, LANDSCAPERS or GARDENERS, 
did you or a loved one use Roundup Weed Killer 
and were diagnosed with NON-HODGKINS LYM-
PHOMA (Cancer)?  You may be entitled to com-
pensation.  Call Attorney Charles Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

Health/Fitness
GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-889-5515

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates, 
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is 
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares. 
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

Help Wanted/Employment
Bookkeepers: 12 mo. exp. in bookkeeping or related 
req.  Mail Resume to: Manning & Silverman Ltd. , 
Attn: HR- 175 Olde Half Day Road, Ste. 290, Lin-
colnshire,  IL 60069.

Hiring Lice Technicians, full/ part time. No experi-
ence needed, paid training. Reliable, independent 
individuals with attention to details, and good with 
children. 
Make $14-20/ hour. Pick the time you can work (2-4 
blocks of hours for appointments). 
Contact us to schedule an interview!
Hair Butterflies, Lice Removal Clinic
1440 N Kingsbury St. Suite 125 
Chicago, IL 60642
312-374-3240

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED at Ste-
vens Transport! Earn $1000 per week! Paid CDL 
Training! No experience needed! 1-844-452-4121 
drive4stevens.com

$500+ Paid Daily The Easy Way. Go To: www.Paid-
DailyGroup.com

Home Improvements
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates!  We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-
home consultation: 888-912-4745

Leafguard is the only one piece gutter system guar-
anteed to never clog, get a jump on Fall and Save 
75% on installation and receive $500 for your old 
ladder! Call 1-800-216-0539
NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call Empire TodayÆ to 
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 844-220-6034

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the 
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

Janitorial
Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON 
AREAS CLEANING• OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING • POWER WASHING - SNOW 
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.generalcleaningchicago.com

Legal Services
NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE referral to an at-
torney! Call the Illinois State Bar Association Illinois 
Lawyer Finder The advice you need 877-270-3855 
or https://www.isba.org/public/ illinoislawyerfinder

Medical Misc.
Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates, 
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is 
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares. 
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

Miscellaneous
ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS!  Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery.  
Only 2.8 pounds. FREE information kit. Call 877-
929-9587

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior 
living referral service. Contact our trusted, local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-844-722-7993

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim?  Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323! 
FREE Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide 
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Attention all Homeowners in jeopardy of Foreclo-
sure? We can help stop your home from foreclo-
sure. The Foreclosure Defense helpline can help 
save your home. The Call is absolutely free. 1-855-
516-6641.

AT&T Internet. Get More For Your High-Speed In-
ternet Thing. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
Includes 1 TB of data per month. Ask us how to 
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-833-707-0984

AT&T INTERNET Plus DIRECTV Only $89.99/
month! 155+ Channels plus super high speed 
Internet! Free NFL Sunday ticket! Free HD DVR 
!  Stream 1000’s of free shows and movies! 877-
541-0009

Become a Published Author. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book manuscript submissions currently 
being reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion and Distribution Call 
for Your Free Author’s Guide 1-877-626-2213

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 
1-855-404-2366

Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-909-
9905 18+.

Cross country Moving, Long distance Moving Com-
pany, out of state move $799 Long Distance Mov-
ers. Get Free quote on your Long distance move. 
1-844-452-1706

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, 
REAL coverage for [350 ] procedures. Call 1-877-
308-2834 for details. www.dental50plus.com/cadnet 
6118-0219

Miscellaneous, cont.
Denied Social Security Disability? Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed for SSD and denied, our attorneys can 
help get you approved! No money out of pockets! 
Call 1-866-376-3163

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may 
qualify for a substantial cash award. NO obligation, 
NO risk! We’ve recovered millions. Let us help you!! 
Call 24/7, 855-845-8269

DIRECTV - Switch and Save! $39.99/month. Se-
lect All-Included Package. 155 Channels. 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR 
Upgrade. Premium movie channels, FREE for 3 
mos! Call 1-855-781-1565

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY $19.95/month. Call Today 
for $100 Gift Card! Best Value & Technology. FREE 
Installation. Call 1-855-837-9146 (some restrictions 
apply)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-402-0373

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-889-5515

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 Channels & 
1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand (w/SELECT 
All Included Package.) PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE 
Screens Simultaneously at No Addt l Cost. Call DI-
RECTV 1-855-781-1565

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DIRECTV Choice 
All-Included Package. $59.99/month for 12 months. 
185 Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies 
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call 
1-855-781-1565 or satellitedealnow.com/cadnet

Get a SMARTPHONE for $0 DOWN* with AT&T 
Next® and AT&T Next Every Year;  $250 Gift Card 
for Switching to AT&T! (*Requires well-qualified 
credit. Limits & restrictions apply.) 1-888-545-5093

HARRIS 5 MINUTE BED BUG KILLER! Fast, Effec-
tive Treatment. Available: Hardware Stores, Home 
Depot, homedepot.com

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing aid for just $75 down 
and $50 per month! Call 800-426-4212 and mention 
88272 for a risk free trial! FREE SHIPPING!

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps starting at 
$49.99/mo! Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  FREE Stan-
dard Installation for lease customers! Limited Time, 
Call 1-855-973-9254

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in industrial, 
construction, manufacturing jobs, or military may be 
the cause. Family in the home were also exposed. 
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@breakingin-
jurynews.com. $30 billion is set aside for asbestos 
victims with cancer. Valuable settlement monies 
may not require filing a lawsuit.

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat. Meet 
singles right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 
NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.

!! OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER, 
MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR 
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 888-609-2189

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION! World 
Health Link. Price Match Guarantee! Prescriptions 
Required. CIPA Certified. Over 1500 medications 
available. CALL Today For A Free Price Quote. 
1-855-530-8993 Call Now!

• Welder Generator

• Rodding Machine Tools

• Rigid Threading Machine

• Tank Torch Set

• Cutting Torch Tank Set     

• Woodworking Tools

TOOL  
LIQUIDATION

101supplyok@gmail.com

RECYCLED • CHEAP

773-818-0808

Miscellaneous, cont.
Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for 
$99.97/mo. Fastest Internet. 100 MB per second 
speed. Free Primetime on Demand. Unlimited 
Voice. NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-652-9304 or 
visit http://tripleplaytoday.com/national

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the 
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-481-3969 or 
visit www.walkintubquote.com/national

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE STAIRS**  Give 
your life a lift with an ACORN STAIRLIFT!  Call now 
for $250 OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE DVD 
& brochure!  1-866-471-1334

Two great new offers from AT&T Wireless! Ask how 
to get the Next Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e 
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T’s Buy one, Give 
One. While supplies last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or 
www.freephonesnow.com//cadnet

Use RoundUp Weedkiller? Non-Hodgkin’s Lym-
phoma, Multiple Myeloma, and  Leukemia may 
result from RoundUp exposure.  A recent $2 billion 
judgment was awarded in a RoundUp injury case.  
Call 1-619-493-4791 or email RoundUp@break-
inginjurynews.com and let us begin work on your 
RoundUp case today.

Motorcycles
TOP CASH PAID! FOR OLD MOTORCYCLES! 
1900-1980 Dead or Alive 888-800-1932 or 920-
371-0494

Real Estate For Sale
TENNESSEE LAKEFRONT $34,900 BANK OR-
DERED SALE MASSIVE LAKE Dockable acreage 
on Kentucky Lake. Way under market value. RV 
ready. 888-386-9446 https://tnlandings.com/Of-
fered by Waters Edge Properties Inc - Broker

Recycling
Interested in helping the environment, those less 
fortunate? Recycle Plus, operating since 1990, 
offers recycling service as well as:  Used plastic 
buckets (food grade) various sizes & shapes, card-
board boxes, old lumber, furniture, reusable shop-
ping bags made in Chicago from repurposed fabric. 
Contact Recycle Plus Inc Gary Zuckerman
773-761-5937 or 773-858-1210  Email: 
recycle_plus_chicago@yahoo.com

Sporting Goods
BADGER MILITARY COLLECTIBLE & MILITARY 
FIREARMS SHOW: August 2&3, Waukesha Expo 
Forum, 1000 Northview Rd., Waukesha, WI. Fri 
3pm-8pm, Sat 9am-4pm. $8. 608-752-6677 www.
bobandrocco.com

Training/Education
AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME 
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312

Wanted To Buy
FREON WANTED: We pay CA$H for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. Certi-
fied Professionals. Call 312-598-1758 or visit Refrig-
erantFinders.com

OLD SLOT MACHINES WANTED BY COLLEC-
TOR. ALSO BUYING OLD JUKEBOXES, 10 CENT 
COKE MACHINES AND SMALL ANTIQUE SAFES. 
I PAY CASH AND PICK UP. 314-707-0184. 

Paying Cash For Comics! Top national comic buyer 
will be in your area, paying cash for vintage comics 
(1970 & earlier). Call Will: 866-461-0640

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, 
Co. 80201

AIRLINE CAREERS

CELL 847-749-8227
773-854-9682

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

DADRASS
PAINTING

• FREE ESTIMATES •

KITCHEN & BATH  
REMODELING

DADRASSPAINTING@YAHOO.COM

PAINTING

WALLPAPER  
PAINTING

by David
773-969-0766

&

ASBESTOS/HEALTH

Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses 
coast to coast. Job placement assistance. 

Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly. 

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance
800-481-7894

AIRLINE 
CAREERS

Lung Cancer?
Asbestos exposure in industrial,

construction, manufacturing jobs, or the
military may be the cause. Family in

the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email

cancer@breakinginjurynews.com.  
$30 billion is set aside for asbestos

victims with cancer. Valuable settlement
monies may not require filing a lawsuit. 

Subscribe 
online  

for only  
$20 per year

inside
online.com

Governor JB Pritzker has announced the Remote 
Patient Monitoring Program to serve Illinoisans who 
may have COVID-19 infections that don’t require 
hospitalization. This telehealth program is designed 
to care for the majority of COVID-19 patients whose 
symptoms are mild enough that they can recover 
from home. Patients will receive daily virtual visits 
by healthcare workers and be delivered wellness kits 
which include items like thermometers, blood pres-
sure cuffs, pulse oximeters, and alcohol wipes.

The Remote Patient Monitoring Program is avail-
able to all Illinoisans regardless of healthcare cover-
age. This will reduce barriers to care in all commu-
nities across our state, especially those most at risk 
during this pandemic. Also, by helping those with 
more mild cases recover safely at home, we will pre-
vent our hospitals from becoming overwhelmed 
while also limiting the spread of the virus.

Three regional providers now offer these remote 
services. To access this virtual care, please contact the 
provider in your area:

Chicago and Northern Illinois
Advocate Aurora Healthcare

866-443-2584
www.advocateaurorahealth.org/ 

coronavirus-disease-2019

Remote Patient  
Monitoring Program

If patience  
is worth anything,  
it must endure  
to the end of time. 
And a living faith  
will last in the midst 
of the blackest storm. 
— Mahatma Gandhi
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"Bravo for Theater On The Lake's restaurant,
The Lakefront, helmed by Chef Cleetus Friedman."

- Crain's Chicago Business

(312)414-1313 • 2401 N Lake Shore Drive • www.theateronthelake.com (312)414-1313 • 2401 N Lake Shore Drive • www.theateronthelake.com

R E S T A U R A N T

plaints in April throughout the city, Reich-
man said.

Price gouging citations can carry fines 
from $500 to $10,000. 

Chicago residents with coronavirus-
related complaints should call the city’s 
311 line to ensure their issues are directed 
to the appropriate authorities, Reichman 
said.

Throughout the state, Illinois Attorney 
General Kwame Raoul’s office is also 
working through hundreds of additional 
complaints, but has not yet brought any 
civil charges, a spokeswoman said.

“We are focused on assisting residents 
through this crisis by stopping any unlaw-
ful price gouging right away,” spokeswom-
an Tori Joseph said in a statement. “To that 
end, we are contacting businesses directly, 
requesting evidence to show that price in-
creases are justified, and getting businesses 
to agree to change their conduct.”

She said the office “will not hesitate” to 
address egregious and unlawful conduct 
through the courts when necessary, but so 
far “we are pleased that businesses have 
been cooperative.”

Government and other consumer fraud 
experts said they are bracing for another, 
even more intense, wave of scams as in-
dividuals and businesses receive federal 
stimulus checks from the $2.2 trillion fed-
eral stimulus package recently signed into 
law by President Donald Trump.

“This money is going to be a particularly 
desirable target for those who are motivat-
ed to commit fraud,” said Kelly Frailing, 
a disaster-related fraud researcher and an 
associate professor of criminology and jus-
tice at Loyola University New Orleans.

She said local officials typically are 
overburdened during such a crisis so what 
little policing there is on these types of 
crimes likely will be handled by federal 
authorities.

“I suspect most of the attention on fraud 
from law enforcement is at the federal 
level, as lower level agencies simply don’t 
have the luxury to focus on this crime,” 
Frailing said.

Already, federal and local officials are 
fielding hundreds of complaints of fraudu-
lent sales offers, identity theft, fake chari-
ties and other scams as crooks look to take 
advantage of distracted authorities and a 
vulnerable and frightened public.

Nationally, the FTC said there have been 
more than 17,000 fraud complaints for a 
loss of $13 million, and a median loss of 
$568 through Monday.

“We saw a lot of scams develop very 
quickly related to COVID-19,” said Todd 
Kossow, director of the FTC’s Midwest Re-
gion based in Chicago.

Among the most prevalent are calls or 
emails claiming to be from Medicare, Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention 
and other government bodies. These scam-
mers may ask for Medicare, Social Secu-
rity or credit card numbers with the phony 
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free COVID-19 testing and treatment; hire 
1,000 public health workers; reopen the 
mental health clinics that City Hall had 
previously closed; provide protective gear 
to all workers dealing with COVID-19 
cases and begin door to door screening and 
testing where needed. 

While no cost calculations were offered, 
Tresser claims that these demands can be 
paid for if the mayor reinstates the head 
tax on all businesses with more than 50 
employees, and uses the $1.2 billion pub-
lic dollars remaining in TIF accounts. But 
history indicates that raising taxes on em-
ployers during a major economic downturn 
would only exacerbate unemployment and 
slow any recovery. That is the very argu-
ment Gov. Pritzker will be facing this Fall 
when state residents will vote on his pro-
posal to raise income taxes.

While Mayor Lori Lightfoot campaigned 
against two controversial TIF programs 
- the Lincoln Yards in Lincoln Park and 
Project 78 in the South Loop, she reversed 
course late in the election and said she 
would not oppose subsidizing these two 
mega developments once she took office. 
Those two projects are projected to take in 
$2.4 billion in TIF funds. Chicago has 163 

TIF districts, which collected $841 million 
in 2018.

The mayor has vowed to reform the TIF 
program, however, she has still earned the 
wrath of TIF reform activists. The Grass-
roots Collaborative, a left wing coalition of 
11 community activists groups and labor 
unions opposed to using TIF dollars to help 
fund private development, said they had 
“high expectations” but now think Mayor 
Lightfoot is following the precedence of 
former Mayor Rahm Emanuel. They have 
sued the city claiming the program is rac-
ist.

The TIFs have transferred millions of 
property tax dollars to private development 
projects, while the city’s finances continue 
to struggle due primarily to their high level 
of unfunded pension liabilities and high 
debt load. Add to that the poor credit rat-
ing for Chicago and Illinois and it’s a bad 
mix where any new borrowing will come 
at a very high interest rate during a bor-
rowing environment where the Federal rate 
is near zero. Just last Friday, Fitch Ratings 
downgraded the state of Illinois’ Issuer De-
fault Rating to ‘BBB-’ from ‘BBB.’ Fitch 
also downgraded Illinois Sports Facili-
ties Authority sports facilities bonds, and 
Metropolitan Pier and Exposition Author-
ity expansion project bonds to ‘BB+’ from 

tifs from p. 1
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‘BBB-.’ Fitch anticipates reviewing ratings 
within the next two weeks for Chicago’s 
bonds that may also result in a downgrade 
and outlook revision.

And with the current health crisis forc-
ing people out of their jobs, things are only 
getting worse. 

Just as Mayor Emanuel had promised to 
increase transparency and oversight of the 
city’s TIF dollars, so has Mayor Lightfoot. 
But critics claim the TIFs are by nature in-
equitable because they can best generate 
future revenue when situated near wealthy 
areas of the city. 

Those critics say the mayor’s promises 
of transparency appear to be a cover to set 
up even more projects like Lincoln Yards 
going forward. She recently formed a com-
mittee to reform TIFs, claiming there will 
be a robust community process. But those 
same TIF district’s critics think that not 
enough representatives who are opposed to 
the concept were invited to join the com-
mittee.

A similar situation can be found in 
Lincoln Square, where Ald. Matt Martin 
[47th] was offering community input into a 
proposed affordable housing project at Le-
land and Lincoln avenues to only those he 
knew would support the project. The pro-
posal, now sidelined, had area businesses 

fearful that they could lose a critical com-
mercial parking lot, claiming they had not 
been informed, but only found out through 
leaks by city hall staffers. For perhaps six 
months in 2019-20 the project was kept 
mostly secret from the majority of the 47th 
Ward. The community was told they could 
offer their input only at a time after a deal 

would already have been approved in City 
Hall, giving people a voice in the decision 
only after a deal was already done. It was 
a scheme many local residents perceived 
as an effort to remove any opposition from 
the decision-making process.

According to Tresser, TIFs are racist and 
structurally unfair and cannot be reformed. 
In October, 2019 the CivicLab issued a de-
tailed argument for the abolition of TIFs.

promise of a coronavirus prevention kit or 
a vaccine, he said.

“We know there are no vaccines,” Kos-
sow said.

The FTC and the U.S. Food and Drug 
Admin. have also mailed warning letters 
to companies purporting to treat or ward 
off the virus, including a Missouri-based 
company tied to disgraced televangelist 
Jim Bakker, who used his television show 
to hock a silver “solution” that he claimed 
would rid a patient of COVID-19.

Kossow said his office is coordinating 
efforts with numerous state and federal 
agencies and organizations, from the FBI 
to the BBB.

Bernas, of the BBB, said his office is see-
ing a broad range of complaints, including 
a south suburban lawn company warning 
mosquitoes will carry the virus and robo-
calls stating air-duct cleaning will protect 
families from COVID-19. The lawn care 
company issued a public apology, he said.

“We’re early into this,” Bernas said. 
“Many people don’t realize they’re getting 
scammed yet.”

Other experts told the BGA that 90% of 
scams go unreported, and the elderly — a 
prime target for fraud — are particularly 
reticent to admit they were bamboozled, 
usually out of embarrassment.

Seniors are highly anxious about becom-
ing sick and scammers know it, said Terri 
Worman, associate state director for advo-
cacy and outreach at the AARP in Illinois.

“They are doing texts, they’re doing 

phone calls, they’re doing emails,” Wor-
man said. “A vaccine, a treatment, a cure 
for COVID-19. Great deals on getting 
masks. ‘Just give me your credit card right 
now and I can send you enough masks to 
get you through this.’ Seniors are really 
scared about going out and they are look-
ing for masks.”

Ald. Byron Sigcho-Lopez [25th] said 
he’s concerned about the lasting effects of 
scams.

“At a time when we should be doing 
wellness checks on seniors, the fraudulent 
calls unfortunately make our jobs harder,” 
he said, adding that he’s personally taken 
a handful of fraud and price gouging com-
plaints.

Jean Bohnhoff, 66, of Effingham was 
incensed to have two scam operations call 
within one week. Bohnhoff, a former direc-
tor of the Illinois Department on Aging, is 
familiar with scams targeting the elderly.

For one call, she immediately confront-
ed the person on the phone who said her 
government check related to COVID-19 
was ready. For the other, she played along, 
drawing out the scam pitch, even giving the 
fraudster a fake account number.

When the scam artist called back for a 
correct account number, Bohnhoff said she 
let the person have it.

“I said ‘how dare you go against the old-
er, vulnerable adults.’”

Just as Mayor Emanuel had 
promised to increase transpar-
ency and oversight of the city’s 

TIF dollars, so has Mayor 
Lightfoot. But critics claim the 
TIFs are by nature inequitable 
because they can best generate 

future revenue when situated 
near wealthy areas of the city. 


