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Migrant arrivals in Chicago ramp up,
costing $20M per month

Leone Beach Field House
at full capacity

With tens of thousands of refu-
gees set to illegally cross the US
southern border in the near future,
and unknown millions already in
the U.S., migrant arrivals in Chi-
cago are again ramping up.

Three weeks ago we reported
on the migrant crisis, and the
number of people now sleeping in
Chicago police station lobbies. On
April 28, two City Council com-
mittees — the Budget Committee
and the Committee on Immigrant
and Refugee Rights — discussed

Chicago’s current migrant crisis.
It was the first hearing of its kind
since asylum seekers started ar-
riving on buses in Chicago last
September.

And residents can expect things
to only get worse, with the tens of
thousands now ready to illegally
cross the border. City leaders
say they are expecting thousands
more refugees to arrive by June.
The city now estimates taxpay-
ers are spending $20 million a
month on this migrant crisis, for
what is essentially a problem cre-
ated by the federal government,
which has to a large extent left

the southern border open and
unsecured. America is now fac-
ing a historic crisis at its southern
border under President Joe Biden.
Under Biden’s immigration poli-
cies, illegal border crossings have
soared to record levels.

A new NPR/Ipsos poll shows
that half of Americans say there’s
an “invasion” at the southern bor-
der. Just in the last two weeks,
Chicago has seen a surge of new-
ly arriving asylum seekers. Some
100 people now arrive daily in
Chicago seeking shelter, but city

ARRIVALS seep. 12

New open space adjacent to Red Line
for Uptown, Edgewater

Late last month the CTA
announced it will remove an
embankment wall between the
Law-rence and Bryn Mawr Red
Line CTA stations, creating a
new, open space in one of the
most densely populated areas on
the North Side.

The CTA will create more than
one mile of new, open space un-
derneath “L” tracks in the Uptown
and Edgewater neighborhoods. It
is space created between Law-
rence and Ardmore avenues by
removing nearly all of the centu-
ry-old embankment structure and
walls starting later this year.

At the completion of the rehab
project in 2025, the two neighbor-
hoods will gain new areas that
could be developed into park-
ing and community spaces, by
removing a physical barrier that

“Activating the space underneath the tracks is an exciting opportunity for

our community to add needed parking and community spaces,” said Ald.

Harry Osterman.

has separated the community for
more than 100 years.

The embankment wall removal
is a significant change that will
begin the debate of how to devel-
op the space following comple-

tion of the project. The CTA said
they hold community meetings
for a block-by-block look at new
space that will available with the

SPACE see p. 12

Lakefront fishing off to robust start in 2023

s
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One of Chicago’s greatest fresh
food sources is also one of its
least utilized. And by and large,
that fresh food comes at an ex-
tremely low cost

Winter is over and a new fish-

g, FATHERS RIGHTS

ing season has begins. Lake and
Brown Trout are on a heavy feed
and fishing in nearshore and
offshore waters for them is usu-
ally excellent, world class caliber.
That’s right, with even a limited

amount of fishing knowhow, gear,
knowledge and yes - a fishing li-
cense, free fish can be had right in
our front yard every day. And so
far, lakefront anglers report that
2023 has gotten off to a booming
start.

An Illinois fishing license is
required for fishing all waters in
Illinois. These annual licenses
are available for purchase at some
local bait shops. Fishing licenses
may also be purchased online
at  http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/
LPR/Pages/default.aspx.

An Illinois sport fishing li-
cense, for ages 16-64, is only $15,
or about the cost of one pound of
salmon at any local grocer.

Senior sport fishing is only
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The $2 million check presentation is the start of some heavy financial lifting
for a new pool to be constructed next to the Broadway Armory. From left,
are, Mike Floyd, Broadway Armory Park supervisor; Rich Norman, former
Senn High School principal and president of Edgewater Village Chicago;
U.S. Rep. Jan Schakowsky; Ald. Harry Osterman; and Rosa Escarefio,

Chicago Parks CEO.

Photo by Joanne Kitsos

Edgewater sets its sight
on community swimming pool

Artist’s rendering of the proposed natatorium that would be located at
Broadway and Thorndale in the Edgewater community.

Photo courtesy of 48th Ward office

Proposed project gets
$2 million taxpayer boost

BY BOB KITSOS

U.S. Rep. Jan Schakowsky [9th]
secured $2 million in taxpayer
funds from the federal govern-
ment for a new indoor swimming
pool to be built on a parking lot
adjacent to the Broadway Ar-
mory, 5917 N. Broadway.

At an April 21 press conference
at the Armory, Schakowsky met
with Ald. Harry Osterman [48th]
to present the symbolic check to
Rosa Escarefio, Chicago Park
Districts [CPD] CEO. Osterman
has been working with the CPD
on a proposal for the pool since
including it in his community vi-
sion for Broadway unveiled last
June.

“The Armory is a special place
in Edgewater,” said Osterman. “It
will be an important recreation
space for neighbors” across the
North Side. He noted that it origi-
nally was used by the National
Guard for training purposes. The
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2.3-acre property is CPD’s largest
indoor recreational facility and is
the home for the Edgewater Satel-
lite Senior Center.

The pool will mean that resi-
dents of all ages will benefit
from access to year-round indoor
swimming and lessons. Also, the
CPD would be able to offer life-
guard training there.

“This is such a bonanza for
this community, and it will have
an impact on so many people,”
said Schakowsky, who was first
elected to represent Illinois” 9th
Congressional District in 1998.

There is no timetable for the
start of the estimated $15-million
project. Osterman, who is leaving
office next month, said, “It all de-
pends on the money.” Additional
funding will be sought from the
state, Tax Increment Financing
[TIF] and other sources. TIF fi-
nancing is a public financing
method that is used as a subsidy
for redevelopment, infrastructure
and other community-improve-
ment projects by tapping into area
property taxes.
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By Thomas J. O'Gorman

I’'m not much of an advice giver.
I try not to pass around pithy, sage
words of wisdom to others. It just
never seems to do the trick. Some-
thing usually gets lost in transla-
tion.

People do better when they can
see good advice by some strong
action or activity.

If you want someone to really
feel the transformative power of
love, patience, courage or patrio-
tism, then it’s best for them to en-
counter the actual experience for
themselves.

Discover what you mean by
what you do. By the way your own
humanity embraces and displays
generous acts of kindness. Or the
healing warmth of some restorative
sacrifice.

That’s certainly what we must
display as a new era begins in the
political life of a new Chicago
mayor, like Mayor-elect Brandon
Johnson.

Kane Count
Antique & Flea Mkt

Antiques, Collectibles, etc.
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Sunday: 7 am to 4 pm

Kane County Fairgrounds

Located on Randall Rd. between
Rt. 38 and Rt. 64 St. Charles, IL
Admission $6.00 each day (Children under 12 free)

FREE PARKING
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Setting a good example

He doesn’t just need to hear sup-
portive words of good advice. He
needs to feel the deep warmth of
welcome from others. The open-
ness of voters who may not have
been his supporters in the past.

He needs to engage the fresh
loyalties of his fellow Chicagoans
who are ready to help him succeed.
That’s the true Chicago way.

Back in Chicago’s earliest days
before incorporation, in the 1830s,
the metropolis was little more than
a trading post welcoming hunters,
traders and trappers to our river-
front location. But one Chicago
resident more than any other stood
out. Mark Beaubien, Chicago’s un-
official mayor.

Beaubien was an innkeeper.
Proprietor of a wooden clapboard
hotel, known as the Sauganash Inn,
located where the Chicago River
forks.

He was a young, energetic man
of the world. His upbeat character
gave him a dynamic popularity that
was tailor-made to operate Chica-
go’s only real primitive hostelry.

This was no Ritz Hotel. Crea-
ture comforts were limited at the
Sauganash. Many guests slept with
their boots on.

But his passion for civility, peace
and safety was reflected in the ho-
tel’s policy of no weaponry permit-
ted on the premises. Pistols, blades,
hatchets, swords and rifles had to
be checked at the inn.

Beaubien was well-known for his
vittles, simple but plentiful stews,
roasted meats and abundant fish.
And ample corn liquor generously
shared by guests after dinner while
Beaubien entertained them on his
fiddle.

Life at the Sauganash was primi-
tive but promising, and indicated
a peculiar modern intelligence re-
sponding to the needs of frontier
woodsmen and fur dealers who
valued Chicago’s strategic mid-
continent centeredness.

Beaubien’s attentive enforce-
ment to the rules of local life and
commerce made him both a com-
mercial success and an early Chi-
cagoan of lasting value, committed
as he was to the civility of life in the
town even in its most primitive era
of early life.

Chicago’s early national political
strength and its creative influence

e
uch of Ireland at the corner’of'State and'Rush.
A placeto see and'be seen.

i

i

1050 N. State St.

Open 10 a.m. to 4 a.m. 365 days a year

312-266-6340

dublinschicago.com

on national politics owes much to
Chicago’s 16th mayor, Long John
Wentworth. A New Hampshire na-
tive and a Dartmouth graduate, he
arrived in Chicago hungry for ur-
ban challenge and political inven-
tiveness.

He represented Chicago in the
nation’s 28th Congress and was a
close friend of former Illinois Con-
gressman Abraham Lincoln.

In addition to his contributions
fashioning Chicago’s lakefront de-
signs, he was a hands-on political
leader unafraid of creating new
organizational models for political
influence. The 6’ 67, 300 Ib. politi-
co was a powerhouse in his contri-
butions to creating the new Repub-
lican Party.

At their first presidential conven-
tion in 1860 in Chicago, Wentworth
supported Abraham Lincoln as the
party’s presidential candidate in the
Wigwam, as the new convention
hall was known. It could be said he
moved the convention to radically
embrace Lincoln. Even going as far
as forging credentials for “Honest
Abe’s” supporters who got him on
the ballot. That placed Lincoln in
a position to later save the Union
when faced with Civil War. And
emancipating the nation’s slaves as
an act of presidential justice.

When Chicago’s first police-
man, James Quinn, was tragically
murdered in 1848 while making an
arrest in a riverfront tavern, Went-
worth led the vast army of police
and deputized citizens pursuing
those responsible.

Wentworth even joined local law
enforcement in burning down the
raucous excess of tavern tents along
the river where saloon owners often
shielded the city’s criminal element
with protection.

Wentworth remained an impor-
tant political authority in helping
Chicago become the capitol of the
American heartland.

Chicago mayors have come in
all shapes and sizes. Many were
political potentates with powerful
political necessities. People of their
times. People of historic readiness
with the ability to achieve wide po-
litical success that often reshaped
the healthy impact of Chicago’s
rapid geographical growth and fi-
nancial success.

No one displayed that more than
the city’s 46th mayor, Edward J.
Kelly.

Kelly’s mayoral service stretched
from 1933 to 1946, a period of criti-
cal political significance and efforts

at wartime stability. A muscular era
in American political life, Demo-
crats thrived under the leadership
of four-time American president
Franklin Delano Roosevelt.

Kelly’s mayoral life began fol-
lowing the death of Mayor Anton
Cermak, one of the city’s only
foreign-born leaders. Cermak was
assassinated by the Capone mob as
Chicago’s underworld leader was
being released from prison.

Kelly was the President of the
South Parks, as the boss of the city’s
parklands was then known.

Since only members of the Chi-
cago City Council could be elected
to fill the term of a deceased mayor,
the Illinois legislature was needed
to change the
law so Kelly,
a very popular
political leader,
could be elected
mayor by the
Chicago  City
Council.

Kelly pulled
off the political
coup of the cen-
tury when elect-
ed, serving with
great ability and
distinction.

Kelly  was
also responsible
for getting Pres-
ident Roosevelt
to agree to run

for an unprec- Beth Murphy

He helped the nation to thrive and
survive.

Beaubien’s championing aunique
Chicago version of gun control is a
historic accomplishment for Chica-
go’s ability to govern the city with
reason and intelligence.

Wentworth’s political ability to
get the Republican presidential
nomination for Lincoln saved the
Union, safeguarding the Republic.

Kelly’s ability to manipulate the
1940 convention provided the na-
tion with a political leader who had
the courage to stand up to Hitler’s
German War machine, victorious
in dark moments of history.

Chicago’s 57th mayor, Brandon
Johnson, comes to high office at a
strategic ~ mo-
ment of Chi-
cago history.
Issues of public
safety and ex-
pansive urban
crime are still
with us and de-
mand fast and
effective action.

Mayor-elect
Johnson must
connect our city
to fresh ideas
with executive
authority and
the rule of law.

Mayor-elect
Johnson is
mayor for all
Chicago. We

edented  third

term. He accomplished that at the
Democratic National Convention
of 1940, using Chicago’s ability to
pack the convention with vast num-
bers of Roosevelt supporters. And
with Kelly’s political operative,
the head of the Chicago Dept. of
Sewers in the Convention Center’s
basement with the only working
microphone.

At the moment candidates were
stepping up to speak, the micro-
phones went dead and a secret
booming voice, later dubbed ‘“the
Voice of the sewers,” began a series
of loud chants inciting Roosevelt
fans to cheer and scream for
Roosevelt.

The president had been reluctant
to thwart history with a third run
for the White House. Ultimately he
did change his mind and ran two
more times.

Given the nearness of America’s
entry into World War II, there is
no disputing the genius in retain-
ing Roosevelt in the White House.

DISCOVER SECRETS OF ANCIENT EGYPT

AN EVENING WITH
DR. ZAHI HAWASS

THE WORLD’S MOST FAMOUS ARCHAEOLOGIST

'THE TIME TO REVEAL THE SECRETS
OF ANCIENT EGYPT HAS FINALLY COME!

EXCITING ANNOUNCEMENTS & NEW
GROUNDBREAKING DISCOVERIES THAT
WILL BE REVEALED FOR THE VERY
FIRST TIME!

Register now at: @ ZahiLectures.com

need him to
shrink racial divisions that separate
neighbors and confound the rule of
citizenship.

We will easily recognize our
chances of survival, much like
we do with the White Sox and
the Cubs. It happens every spring.
That’s advice we can live with.

FARE YOU WELL: One
of the best bar operators and
community activists on the
North Side died last week, Beth
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$7.75 (75 years and older, only $1.50). A
Salmon Stamp is another $6.50. Visit Park
Bait Shop, 600 W. Montrose Dr. for more
information, or call 312-859-2395.

The lake is stocked full of salmon and
trout that fight very hard in the frigid, early
spring waters, with sizes averaging 6-18 Ibs
with some even larger fish possible. Some
Coho Salmon are caught, too, usually in
April.

The only native gamefish to the Great
Lakes, the Lake Trout has made a huge
comeback after being nearly wiped out by
commercial fishing and the parasitic Lam-
prey Eel into the 1950s and 1960s and are
again being caught in large numbers. Lake
Trout are a unique fish and are native only
to North America and nowhere else in the
world. You would have to travel well into
the Canadian wilderness to come close to
the same kind of trophy Lake Trout fishery
we now have on Lake Michigan.

But it’s not just trout and salmon rock-
ing the reels these days. With 13 stocked
park lagoons, a number of ponds, a reviv-
ing Chicago River, 22 miles of shoreline
along Lake Michigan, and access in nine
harbors and along the North Side of Navy
Pier, Chicago offers many opportunities
for year-round fishing. The types of fish
to pursue are varied: Coho and Chinook

NEWS-STAR

Many types of fish are available on Chicago’s Lakefront, such as Coho and Chinook salmon, Steelhead Rainbow and Brown Trout, Yellow
Perch, Smallmouth, Large-mouth and Rock Bass, Bluegill, Crappie, Sheepshead, Carp and Channel Catfish.

Image courtesy Windy City Salmon

salmon, Steelhead Rainbow and Brown
Trout, Yellow Perch, Smallmouth, Large-
mouth and Rock Bass, Bluegill, Crappie,
Sheepshead, Carp and Channel Catfish. (If
you catch one, please release Smallmouth
Bass as they are a valued asset to Lake
Michigan.)

Fish like underwater structure and the
Chicago River has a lot of structure to fish
in. Urban anglers can get a one of a kind
fishing experience on a kayak, especially
in the Loop fishing around the bridges and
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officials say most available spaces have al-
ready been filled.

While most of the refugee migrants are
from Venezuela - people fleeing that na-
tion’s failed Marxist regime, individuals
and families are also arriving from all over
the world, including countries from Africa,
Europe, Asia and the Middle East.

On the North Side, Rogers Park and
Albany Park are primary destinations for
refugees fleeing famine, political oppres-
sion or war, and seeking better economic
opportunities and more social services.
Throughout history, those two communi-

“Smart

ties have been Chicago’s most important
immigrant gateway neighborhoods, and
they are once again taking on a lot of the
region’s absorption efforts.

As city and Cook County officials work
to adapt to this evolving crisis, officials are
trying to meet the demands of all the ar-
riving migrants hoping to relocate families
from the city’s police stations and other
public buildings.

In Rogers Park, Leone Beach Park field
house has again been reopened as a respite
center and shelter for families with chil-
dren to move into. It is currently filled to
capacity of 100 people.
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piers while floating by all our skyscrap-
ers. But when doing this, don’t forget to be
aware of the large river cruise ships and
water taxis, danger lurks.

Right now fishermen report limit catch-
es of 20-30, 3-6 1bs Coho Salmon are com-
mon along the North Lakefront. While all
the Great Lakes species taste great, many
people prefer the taste of Coho Salmon
over the other salmonoid species.

Late June and into August provide the
best chances for large King Salmon — mul-
tiple species are usually caught and the

best time to catch large Chinook (king)
Salmon in the 12-25 Ib range. Acrobatic,
hard-fighting Steelhead usually can be
caught during this time, sometimes in high
numbers. Coho Salmon are getting caught
in good numbers at most lakefront harbors
and walls.

From mid-August until the end of Oc-
tober, world class fishing for large Lake
Trout returns again, but only offshore and
nearshore rock-reef structures, as the near
lakeshore waters are too warm for trout.
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elimination of the wall.

“This unique opportunity to create safe
and accessible public spaces below the Red
Line is an example of how [the] CTA helps
create destinations and focal points in the
communities,” said CTA President Dorval
R. Carter, Jr.

“The Red Purple Modernization Project
will be transformative for our community,”
said Ald. Harry Osterman, [48th]. “Activat-
ing the space underneath the tracks is an
exciting opportunity for our community to
add needed parking and community spac-
es.”

The CTA will soon announce public
meetings to seek ideas for use of the future
open spaces under the tracks. Some op-
tions could potentially include parking and
open-air community spaces.

Any future activation of space must take
into consideration the ability of CTA to ac-
cess its infrastructure for regular inspec-
tion and maintenance and other work as
needed. Future development could be in
the form of partnerships with local stake-
holders, and the CTA says it will provide
funding to support this renovation and fu-
ture programming.

Contractor Walsh-Fluor Design Build
Team has already removed some of the ex-
isting wall to make room for new, fully ac-
cessible Red Line stations and other project
elements. They are expected to begin addi-
tional wall removal this year and continue
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through 2024, working simultaneously
with new Red and Purple Line track struc-
ture reconstruction now under way.

The CTA made the decision to remove
nearly all of the wall, rather than a partial
demolition, after determining during RPM
work that the 100-year-old embankment
wall is more deteriorated than anticipated.
Its condition prevents the aesthetic im-
provements to the walls planned in RPM
Phase One from having either the appear-
ance or lifespan that were intended.

By removing the wall now, while con-
struction is already occurring in the com-
munity, residents will not undergo wall de-
molition in the future.

Community meetings

CTA will hold community meetings in
late spring 2023 to discuss how the em-
bankment wall will be removed and how
the contractor will approach the work to
reduce community impacts. CTA will also
invite ideas and questions about future ac-
tivation of new open areas underneath the
new CTA elevated tracks. The meeting
dates and details will be announced soon.

Future phases of RPM

CTA is moving forward with “RPM Next
Phases,” which will inform the next recon-
struction phases of the Red and Purple
lines and rail stations between Belmont and
Linden in Wilmette. For more information
about that work, visit transitchicago.com/
rpm/next-phases. For more information,
visit transitchicago.com/RPM.
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