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Delayed Halsted Pointe demolition
to start up in late May

The massive Halsted Pointe
redevelopment coming to the
southern tip of Goose Island has
announced a new construction
schedule that will see work get
underway on the first of its four
planned phases later this May.

The site is located near the fu-
ture Bally’s Casino site, and will
replace the existing Greyhound
Bus repair facility, 901 N. Halsted
St. Demolition of the Greyhound
facility will begin this month.

The first phase will see the con-
struction by Onni Group of a 46-
story, 504’-tall mixed-use tower
that will include 460 residential
units and 20,000 square feet of
commercial space.

While the overall four-phase
project will add 2,650 residential
units to the former industry-only
zone, the plan will provide only
1,470 off-street parking spaces.
The entire stretch of Goose Is-
land north and south was once
part of a Planned Manufacturing
District, which forbid the addition
or construction of any residential
properties.

Phase two will include new 30-
story and 45-story towers. Phase
three will include a 65-story,
691°-tall mixed-use tower. Phase
four will include a 28-story, 313’-
tall, 300-room hotel tower, and
the creation of the bulk of the
100,000 square feet of outdoor
public spaces.

Having City Hall approval back
in 2021, the original plan called
for a 2022 groundbreaking. When
done, Halsted Pointe will contain
five high-rises. New arterial road-
ways will run through the center

Plans for the demolition at Halsted Pointe will start this month, and the
Onni Group is targeting late 2023 to break ground on Phase One with a

24-month construction timeline.
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of the site with a new central pla-
za and marketplace, leading to an
expanded river walk and pedes-

trian bridge crossing over the east
branch of the river towards the
Montgomery Ward complex.

Central Area
plan review underway

Due to market forces and the
quickly changing scene down-
town, the Chicago Dept. of Plan-
ning and Development [DPD] has
initiated a Central Area Plan Up-
date, a two-year planning process
to envision how the city’s Central
Area can better serve the city and
the downtown’s various users.

The study will leverage the
“We Will Chicago” plan that con-
sists of more than 40 goals and
150 objectives to guide the City’s
governance across eight “plan-
ning pillars” for the next decade.

The pillars include housing and
neighborhoods; arts and culture;
environment, climate and energys;
lifelong learning; public health
and safety; transportation and
infrastructure; civic and commu-
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nity engagement; and economic
development. They will include
evaluations around existing and
future land use in the Downtown
“D” zoning district.

The seven-square-mile study
area is approximately bounded by
Division St. on the north; portions
of Ogden Ave., Ashland Ave. and
Halsted St. on the west; portions
of Cermak Rd. and 26th St. on the
south; and Lake Michigan on the
east.

The plan was centered around
gathering quantitative feedback
from participation at street fes-
tivals to virtual and in-person
information meetings, where
the DPD reached more than
10,000 individuals with the sur-
veys, and other engagement.

Clark St. street
dining wins
overwhelming
support

Dining on Clark St. will be
expanded now that the commu-
nity has spoken.

On April 12, Ald. Brendan
Reilly [42nd] launched a survey
to gather public input about the
closure of Clark St. between
Grand Ave. and Kinzie St. to
allow for extended outdoor din-
ing. The results are in and 79.7%
of respondents strongly support
closing the street, while only
about 12% were opposed.

City officials will determine
the duration and scope of the
Clark St. closure. The program
may last through the summer but
Ald. Reilly assures residents that
it will not be permanent.
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Lakefront fishing
off to robust start in 2023

One of Chicago’s greatest fresh
food sources is also one of its
least utilized. And by and large,
that fresh food comes at an ex-
tremely low cost

Winter is over and a new fish-
ing season has begins. Lake and
Brown Trout are on a heavy feed
and fishing in nearshore and
offshore waters for them is usu-
ally excellent, world class caliber.
That’s right, with even a limited
amount of fishing knowhow, gear,
knowledge and yes - a fishing li-
cense, free fish can be had right in
our front yard every day. And so
far, lakefront anglers report that
2023 has gotten off to a booming
start.

An Illinois fishing license is
required for fishing all waters in
Illinois. These annual licenses

are available for purchase at some
local bait shops. Fishing licenses
may also be purchased online
at  http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/
LPR/Pages/default.aspx.

An Illinois sport fishing li-
cense, for ages 16-64, is only $15,
or about the cost of one pound of
salmon at any local grocer.

Senior sport fishing is only $7.75
(75 years and older, only $1.50). A
Salmon Stamp is another $6.50.
Visit Park Bait Shop, 600 W.
Montrose Dr. for more informa-
tion, or call 312-859-2395.

The lake is stocked full of salm-
on and trout that fight very hard
in the frigid, early spring waters,
with sizes averaging 6-18 lbs with
some even larger fish possible.

FISHING see p. 12

North Side neighbors
sharpening their stance
against Redefine The Drive

Massive changes for Aldine
ramp riles up neighbors

BY MATT MEDINA

Some residents in the Lakev-
iew neighborhood are frustrated
about the initiative set forth by
“Redefine the Drive” [RTD],
which aims to make alleged im-
provements to N. Lake Shore Dr.
[LSD], most recently proposing
plans to alleviate traffic conges-
tion at the Belmont corridor along
LSD.

This newspaper was contacted
by a group of concerned neigh-
bors after our recent coverage of
two community meetings held to
sell the city and state’s reconfigu-
ration plans. They have organized
their effort under the banner “Save
Lakeview’s Lakefront [SLL],”
which is headed by Lakeview lo-
cals Holly Reiter, Roberta Garner
and Linda Cohn.

Not all residents are on board
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with the RTD initiative, especially
at the expense of a pivotal Aldine
Ave. access to the LSD. Many res-
idents are anything but excited for
an unclear vision of adding new
roadway through Lincoln Park to
create a new ramp to LSD. They
think restructuring of traffic will
create construction, noise, and
pollution in the Lakeview area.

RTD recently held a review for
potential changes to segments of
LSD from Belmont through Addi-
son a couple weeks ago at Temple
Shalom, 3480 N. Lake Shore Dr.,
holding two brief presentations
showing new proposed chang-
es along the busy strip. Those
changes would include adding
more green space and enhanced
bike and bus public transporta-
tion lanes.

Specifically, the neighbors
are upset about adding a highly
controversial egress ramp along

NEIGHBORS see p. 12
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By Thomas J. O'Gorman

I’'m not much of an advice giver.
I try not to pass around pithy, sage
words of wisdom to others. It just
never seems to do the trick. Some-
thing usually gets lost in transla-
tion.

People do better when they can
see good advice by some strong
action or activity.

If you want someone to really
feel the transformative power of
love, patience, courage or patrio-
tism, then it’s best for them to en-
counter the actual experience for
themselves.

Discover what you mean by
what you do. By the way your own
humanity embraces and displays
generous acts of kindness. Or the
healing warmth of some restorative
sacrifice.

That’s certainly what we must
display as a new era begins in the
political life of a new Chicago
mayor, like Mayor-elect Brandon
Johnson.
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Setting a good example

He doesn’t just need to hear sup-
portive words of good advice. He
needs to feel the deep warmth of
welcome from others. The open-
ness of voters who may not have
been his supporters in the past.

He needs to engage the fresh
loyalties of his fellow Chicagoans
who are ready to help him succeed.
That’s the true Chicago way.

Back in Chicago’s earliest days
before incorporation, in the 1830s,
the metropolis was little more than
a trading post welcoming hunters,
traders and trappers to our river-
front location. But one Chicago
resident more than any other stood
out. Mark Beaubien, Chicago’s un-
official mayor.

Beaubien was an innkeeper.
Proprietor of a wooden clapboard
hotel, known as the Sauganash Inn,
located where the Chicago River
forks.

He was a young, energetic man
of the world. His upbeat character
gave him a dynamic popularity that
was tailor-made to operate Chica-
go’s only real primitive hostelry.

This was no Ritz Hotel. Crea-
ture comforts were limited at the
Sauganash. Many guests slept with
their boots on.

But his passion for civility, peace
and safety was reflected in the ho-
tel’s policy of no weaponry permit-
ted on the premises. Pistols, blades,
hatchets, swords and rifles had to
be checked at the inn.

Beaubien was well-known for his
vittles, simple but plentiful stews,
roasted meats and abundant fish.
And ample corn liquor generously
shared by guests after dinner while
Beaubien entertained them on his
fiddle.

Life at the Sauganash was primi-
tive but promising, and indicated
a peculiar modern intelligence re-
sponding to the needs of frontier
woodsmen and fur dealers who
valued Chicago’s strategic mid-
continent centeredness.

Beaubien’s attentive enforce-
ment to the rules of local life and
commerce made him both a com-
mercial success and an early Chi-
cagoan of lasting value, committed
as he was to the civility of life in the
town even in its most primitive era
of early life.

Chicago’s early national political
strength and its creative influence

e
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on national politics owes much to
Chicago’s 16th mayor, Long John
Wentworth. A New Hampshire na-
tive and a Dartmouth graduate, he
arrived in Chicago hungry for ur-
ban challenge and political inven-
tiveness.

He represented Chicago in the
nation’s 28th Congress and was a
close friend of former Illinois Con-
gressman Abraham Lincoln.

In addition to his contributions
fashioning Chicago’s lakefront de-
signs, he was a hands-on political
leader unafraid of creating new
organizational models for political
influence. The 6’ 67, 300 Ib. politi-
co was a powerhouse in his contri-
butions to creating the new Repub-
lican Party.

At their first presidential conven-
tion in 1860 in Chicago, Wentworth
supported Abraham Lincoln as the
party’s presidential candidate in the
Wigwam, as the new convention
hall was known. It could be said he
moved the convention to radically
embrace Lincoln. Even going as far
as forging credentials for “Honest
Abe’s” supporters who got him on
the ballot. That placed Lincoln in
a position to later save the Union
when faced with Civil War. And
emancipating the nation’s slaves as
an act of presidential justice.

When Chicago’s first police-
man, James Quinn, was tragically
murdered in 1848 while making an
arrest in a riverfront tavern, Went-
worth led the vast army of police
and deputized citizens pursuing
those responsible.

Wentworth even joined local law
enforcement in burning down the
raucous excess of tavern tents along
the river where saloon owners often
shielded the city’s criminal element
with protection.

Wentworth remained an impor-
tant political authority in helping
Chicago become the capitol of the
American heartland.

Chicago mayors have come in
all shapes and sizes. Many were
political potentates with powerful
political necessities. People of their
times. People of historic readiness
with the ability to achieve wide po-
litical success that often reshaped
the healthy impact of Chicago’s
rapid geographical growth and fi-
nancial success.

No one displayed that more than
the city’s 46th mayor, Edward J.
Kelly.

Kelly’s mayoral service stretched
from 1933 to 1946, a period of criti-
cal political significance and efforts

at wartime stability. A muscular era
in American political life, Demo-
crats thrived under the leadership
of four-time American president
Franklin Delano Roosevelt.

Kelly’s mayoral life began fol-
lowing the death of Mayor Anton
Cermak, one of the city’s only
foreign-born leaders. Cermak was
assassinated by the Capone mob as
Chicago’s underworld leader was
being released from prison.

Kelly was the President of the
South Parks, as the boss of the city’s
parklands was then known.

Since only members of the Chi-
cago City Council could be elected
to fill the term of a deceased mayor,
the Illinois legislature was needed
to change the
law so Kelly,
a very popular
political leader,
could be elected
mayor by the
Chicago  City
Council.

Kelly pulled
off the political
coup of the cen-
tury when elect-
ed, serving with
great ability and
distinction.

Kelly  was
also responsible
for getting Pres-
ident Roosevelt
to agree to run

for an unprec- Beth Murphy

He helped the nation to thrive and
survive.

Beaubien’s championing aunique
Chicago version of gun control is a
historic accomplishment for Chica-
go’s ability to govern the city with
reason and intelligence.

Wentworth’s political ability to
get the Republican presidential
nomination for Lincoln saved the
Union, safeguarding the Republic.

Kelly’s ability to manipulate the
1940 convention provided the na-
tion with a political leader who had
the courage to stand up to Hitler’s
German War machine, victorious
in dark moments of history.

Chicago’s 57th mayor, Brandon
Johnson, comes to high office at a
strategic ~ mo-
ment of Chi-
cago history.
Issues of public
safety and ex-
pansive urban
crime are still
with us and de-
mand fast and
effective action.

Mayor-elect
Johnson must
connect our city
to fresh ideas
with executive
authority and
the rule of law.

Mayor-elect
Johnson is
mayor for all
Chicago. We

edented  third

term. He accomplished that at the
Democratic National Convention
of 1940, using Chicago’s ability to
pack the convention with vast num-
bers of Roosevelt supporters. And
with Kelly’s political operative,
the head of the Chicago Dept. of
Sewers in the Convention Center’s
basement with the only working
microphone.

At the moment candidates were
stepping up to speak, the micro-
phones went dead and a secret
booming voice, later dubbed ‘“the
Voice of the sewers,” began a series
of loud chants inciting Roosevelt
fans to cheer and scream for
Roosevelt.

The president had been reluctant
to thwart history with a third run
for the White House. Ultimately he
did change his mind and ran two
more times.

Given the nearness of America’s
entry into World War II, there is
no disputing the genius in retain-
ing Roosevelt in the White House.
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need him to
shrink racial divisions that separate
neighbors and confound the rule of
citizenship.

We will easily recognize our
chances of survival, much like
we do with the White Sox and
the Cubs. It happens every spring.
That’s advice we can live with.

FARE YOU WELL: One
of the best bar operators and
community activists on the
North Side died last week, Beth
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Aldine designed to alleviate traffic on the
Belmont corridor a couple blocks south.

Residents along this stretch in Lakeview
think they will bear the brunt of an unsure
plan. “We understand that [LSD] needs re-
pairs and renewal; but we want our com-
munity to stay green and retain its quality
of life. We can do both,” said Roberta Gar-
ner of SLL.

And SLL may be right. Proposed plans
would involve a massive construction proj-
ect for the area through established lake-
front parkland.

“Trees, green spaces, health, and a great
quality of life are more important than the
dubious promise of saving two minutes on
a drive downtown,” said Garner.

In moving the southbound egress ramp
to Aldine, many area residents are now
concerned about the structure and nature
being sacrificed for the project. In order to
adequately add the ramp, the entire LSD
would need to be moved over in order
to make room for the new addition. SLL
questions if what may be gained is worth
the time, commotion, pollution, taxpayer
money and effort.

Ultimately moving the section of LSD
over 200-feet east will require cutting into
existing harbor and park space, while sac-
rificing roughly 100 mature trees for the
project. Taking away the trees means re-
moving the only main source of pollution
relief along the busy Drive, in addition to
removing a key piece of the existing park
space, as well as digging into the nearby
harbor. Cutting down its size and effective-
ness for the area. It is indeed a very big ask
by city and state planners.

Many area residents we talked to are
also apprehensive about a realistic out-
look of what to expect. They point to fears
about how long the actual project may take,
with many thinking a 3-5 year sacrifice,
could be a generous guess to say the least.
Government-managed road construction
projects historically lead to ‘unexpected’
delays. Those who trust government-man-
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aged road construction timelines do so at
their own peril.

The construction itself would inevitably
lead to congestion in the area, as well as
added noise and pollution. All of which
makes residents living in nearby buildings
along LSD and the surrounding area sus-
ceptible to an inevitable hit on their quality
of life, as well as economic and real estate
value risks.

That’s if everything goes according to
plan. Many area neighbors don’t believe
that this would be the case. They cite ex-
amples like the Jane Byrne Interchange
construction as a comparison. That project
originally was supposed to take four years
to finish back in 2013. It ended up being
completed in 2022.

Fast-forwarding to when and if the actual
construction and completion of the Aldine
ramp took place, residents are then con-
cerned about what the implications would
be for the area. They are worried about
new traffic jams that would inevitably pile
up around the new intersection. Specifical-
ly surrounding streets of Melrose, Roscoe
and Aldine.

With slowed down traffic and stop lights
in the area, the fear for increased pollu-
tion and congestion is a reality many are
expecting.

Add in the congestion created by ma-
jor road-blockers like rideshare, food and
package delivery services, moving trucks,
construction, city and utility work crews,
and gardening services with no alterna-
tives for parking in the already heavily
congested area, and the coming gridlock is
almost unavoidable.

Temporary parking is the current pro-
tocol on the Inner Drive between Melrose
and Aldine for these services. Which could
be in jeopardy, leaving no place for these
vehicles to park without blocking new traf-
fic making its way through the area.

Additionally, a key feature of the area is
a lack of alleys on the side streets, which
would certainly further hinder traffic. The
area is already cursed by a great amount of
double parking that now causes congestion.

Buy tickets at
RhapsodyTheater.com
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The areas east of Broadway are historically
some of the most congested on the entire
North Side.

RTD has touted Belmont as being the
most busy intersection on North LSD, their
case supported by their own traffic data, of
which some neighbors have questioned its
veracity. They say the RTD traffic data is
outdated, being taken during a pre-COVID
period. They say RTD provides little tan-
gible evidence of their premise. Some resi-
dents actually living in the area fail to see
what the commotion is all about.

SLL says right now there is only heavy
traffic at the Belmont intersection for about
90-minutes in the morning rush hour and
the same in the evening rush hour Tues-
days, Wednesdays and Thursdays, and dur-
ing events at Wrigley Field. They say that
many of the proposed changes sound and
look good on paper, but that it’s all a lot is
easier said than done.

A perceived lack of coordination further
frustrates the issue. SLL says many attempts
have been made by residents to reach out to
aldermen, state officials and local bureau-
crats, trying to engage the issue and offer
possible cost effective alternatives. RTD
has hosted event presentations for the pub-

lic to attend, showing proposed changes,
and have met much criticism for failing to
host any discussion or actual discourse for
those looking to get involved.

Many now see the RTD process as more
of a monologue that a dialogue. “We have
made suggestions to public officials for
simple and less expensive solutions that
would not be environmentally damaging,
and would be inexpensive to implement,
but they have been ignored,” said Reiter.

So now the SLL network of neighbors
is sharpening its efforts. Formerly touting
an active petition to RTD, so far gather-
ing 1,600 signatures from neighbors along
surrounding streets: [https:/www.change.
org/p/chicago-city-council-save-lake-
shore-drive?source_location=search].

SLL also held a tree tagging event in
summer of 2021, demonstrating the trees
that would be lost to these potential chang-
es. Chicago residents are being called to
get involved, and are encouraged to email
SaveBelmontHarbor@gmail.com. Public
comment is still available for constituents
until May 11, following RTDs last public
meeting. More information is also avail-
able at northdusablelakeshoredrive.org or
at the 44th and 46th Ward’s websites.

FISHING from p. 1

Some Coho Salmon are caught, too, usu-
ally in April.

The only native gamefish to the Great
Lakes, the Lake Trout has made a huge
comeback after being nearly wiped out by
commercial fishing and the parasitic Lam-
prey Eel into the 1950s and 1960s and are
again being caught in large numbers. Lake
Trout are a unique fish and are native only
to North America and nowhere else in the
world. You would have to travel well into
the Canadian wilderness to come close to
the same kind of trophy Lake Trout fishery
we now have on Lake Michigan.

But it’s not just trout and salmon rock-
ing the reels these days. With 13 stocked
park lagoons, a number of ponds, a reviv-
ing Chicago River, 22 miles of shoreline
along Lake Michigan, and access in nine
harbors and along the North Side of Navy
Pier, Chicago offers many opportunities
for year-round fishing. The types of fish
to pursue are varied: Coho and Chinook
salmon, Steelhead Rainbow and Brown
Trout, Yellow Perch, Smallmouth, Large-
mouth and Rock Bass, Bluegill, Crappie,
Sheepshead, Carp and Channel Catfish. (If
you catch one, please release Smallmouth
Bass as they are a valued asset to Lake
Michigan.)

Fish like underwater structure and the
Chicago River has a lot of structure to fish
in. Urban anglers can get a one of a kind
fishing experience on a kayak, especially
in the Loop fishing around the bridges and
piers while floating by all our skyscrap-
ers. But when doing this, don’t forget to be
aware of the large river cruise ships and
water taxis, danger lurks.
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Many types of fish are available on Chicago’s
Lakefront, such as Coho and Chinook salm-
on, Steelhead Rainbow and Brown Trout,
Yellow Perch, Smallmouth, Large-mouth and
Rock Bass, Bluegill, Crappie, Sheepshead,
Carp and Channel Catfish.

Image courtesy Windy City Salmon

Right now fishermen report limit catch-
es of 20-30, 3-6 1bs Coho Salmon are com-
mon along the North Lakefront. While all
the Great Lakes species taste great, many
people prefer the taste of Coho Salmon
over the other salmonoid species.

Late June and into August provide the
best chances for large King Salmon — mul-
tiple species are usually caught and the
best time to catch large Chinook (king)
Salmon in the 12-25 1b range. Acrobatic,
hard-fighting Steelhead usually can be
caught during this time, sometimes in high
numbers. Coho Salmon are getting caught
in good numbers at most lakefront harbors
and walls.

From mid-August until the end of Oc-
tober, world class fishing for large Lake
Trout returns again, but only offshore and
nearshore rock-reef structures, as the near
lakeshore waters are too warm for trout.
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