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The Chicago Police Dept. 
(CPD) has announced the open-
ing of two additional Police Ar-
eas as part of a restructuring ef-
fort they claim will move more 
officers and detectives closer to 
the communities they serve and 
improve neighborhood policing 
across the city. 

The plan includes re-opening 
the Area 3 at 2452 W. Belmont 
Ave., to be headed up by Deputy 
Chief Dan O’Shea and Detec-
tive Cmdr. Robert Cesario. Area 
3 will serve the following police 
districts: 1st (Central) District, 
12th (Near West) District, 18th 
(Near North) District, 19th (Town 
Hall) District, 20th (Lincoln) Dis-
trict and the 24th (Rogers Park) 
District.

Expanding the CPD into five 
Police Areas across the city, the 
two new facilities are designed to 
streamline operations across the 
Department, give District com-
manders greater control and ac-

Police district at Belmont / Western  
to re-open as Area 3 HQ

cess over resources to meet the 
public safety needs, and increase 
collaboration between detectives 
and patrol officers. 

Reshaping CPD back into five 
Police Areas is a structure that 
was in place prior to former May-
or Rahm Enamel reducing them 
in 2013. District patrol, Area de-
tectives, gang investigation teams, 
Area saturation teams and some 
narcotics investigation teams will 
fall under the authority of a single 
Deputy Chief. The city hopes that 
this will improve internal com-
munication across the CPD and 
also create a stronger culture of 
accountability, allow for better 
coordination and ensure all oper-
ations within each Area are work-
ing together to reduce crime on a 
larger scale. 

“We are investing in our crime-
fighting strategy by moving de-
tectives closer to the areas they 

New Police Area 3 boundaries.

Some days  
there won’t be a song  
in your heart.  
Sing anyway. 

– Emory Austin

district see p. 12

Small businesses ask Assessor’s Office  
to reassess their tax policies

Long-term economic 
damage of COVID-19 
means new property 
assessment shift  
hitting North Side hard

The CTA is suffering a large fi-
nancial loss due the Coronavirus 
lockdown with an estimated $551 
million drop in revenue, says the 
agency that oversees local transit 
budgets.

The Regional Transportation 
Authority also estimated a loss of 
$300 million for Metra and $71.2 
million for Pace. 

The pandemic has created a 
massive drop in ridership de-
mand, and decline in revenue for 
public transportation.

The next shoe to drop could 
be reduced funding coming in 

CTA losing big money  
due to Coronavirus crisis

Transit agency could take $550M hit
from the state and sales tax col-
lections. 

The CTA has experienced an 
80% decline in ridership in March 
and April and Metra is suffering 
from an even more stunning 97% 
drop.

Combined, the CTA, Metra and 
Pace could see almost $1 billion 
in revenue losses this year. The 
CTA has the largest operating 
budget of the three agencies, at 
$1.57 billion for 2020. Before the 
pandemic, it transported about 1.6 
million riders every weekday.

Cook County Assessor Fritz 
Kaegi announced his intention 
to adjust assessment values in the 
northern part of Cook County 
and reassess the southern part to 
support our economy during the 
COVID-19 crisis. Small business 
owners have expressed apprecia-
tion for his review, but long-term 
economic damage has already 
been done with his previous as-
sessment agenda. 

In order to fully recover, these 
businesses are asking for a more 
holistic review of the Assessor’s 
process with a focus on lasting, 
systemic change resulting from 
losses due to the current pandem-
ic-related economic lock down. 

As COVID-19 continues to im-
pact businesses large and small 
across all sectors of the economy, 
many commercial landlords in 
Chicago have been flooded with 
rent relief requests over the past 
two months. With the second 
month of the lockdown here, and 
more rent relief requests likely to 

emerge, some landlords are now 
contemplating their options when 
navigating these tenant requests 
in light of the high property tax 
bills they’re facing. 

And the recent assessment 
policy changes instituted by 
Cook County shifting more of 
the taxes to downtown and North 
Side property is exacerbating the 
problem.

One local landlord in Lincoln 
Park told this newspaper that he 
has over $54,000 in unpaid rents 
from commercial tenants April 1 
and expects even higher number 
unable to pay their rents for May. 
Yet he says he still had to pay 
about $80,000 in property taxes 
on March 3 and expects to have 
to pay even more in August.

In Cook County, residential 
property is taxed at 10% of as-
sessed value, while commercial 
property is assessed at 25%, so 
the math isn’t working in his fa-
vor.

Post pandemic, landlords are 
carefully considering the type of 
relief, rent deferrals and abate-
ments they may offer a tenant. If 
the rent is deferred, how quickly 
must the tenant repay and over 
what period of time? Forcing 
a tenant to repay rent too early 

could have a detrimental impact 
on the tenant’s post-COVID-19 
recovery, jeopardizing its ability 
to perform under the lease for the 
remainder of the term. 

But commercial mortgages and 
tax bill are still due regardless of 
any landlord-tenant agreements.

Is it better for a landlord to col-
lect partial rent (e.g., an amount 
sufficient to pay monthly debt 
service and taxes) or is it more ad-
vantageous to defer all base rent 
for several months and extend the 
term of the lease proportionately? 
Nobody is really sure.

Commercial property owners 
must now analyze the financial 
impact each proposal has on the 
landlord’s cash flow, and offer up 
alternatives to the tenant that are 
more viable from the landlord’s 
perspective if they are to survive.

Some landlords may now con-
sider conditioning any rent relief 
provided to a tenant on that tenant 
first exhausting other, non-lease-
related options. Understanding 
each specific tenant’s situation 
can help determine what type of 
relief a landlord should consider.

One small plumbing firm on 
Milwaukee and Armitage is now 

reassess see p. 12

Police say that nine recent mo-
tor vehicle thefts by teenage boys 
were reported in Lakeview. 

In those thefts, the offenders 
entered into unlocked vehicles 
which were left unattended and 
running. After making entry the 
offenders fled in the vehicles. 

Incidents include one on the 
3300 block of N. Clark St. 6:30 
p.m., April 21; the 3200 block of 
N. Clark St. 6:45 p.m. April 24; 
3600 block of N. Clark St. 9:10 

Teens swiping  
unlocked cars in Lakeview

p.m. April 25;  900 block of W. 
Belmont Ave. 7:50 p.m. April 27 
April; 800 block of W. Belmont 
Ave. 5:21 p.m. April 28; 900 block 
of W. Belmont Ave. 5:32 p.m. 
April 30; 3100 block of N. Clark 
St. 10 p.m. April 30; 900 block of 
W. Belmont Ave.10 p.m. April 30; 
and the 900 block of W. Belmont 
Ave. May 2 at 3:35p.m.

Offender are described as male 
African American 12-16 years of 
age.

Looks like someone is standing guard after Chicago police respond-
ed to calls of people stealing “COVID-19” masks from the Art Institute’s  
landmark lion statues.                                    Photo courtesy of Kyle Baron
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By Thomas J. O’Gorman

Say what you will, but the 
“sheltering-in-place” has been 
expensive. Like a holiday in the 
South of France in high season, 
or a night of gaming in the casino 
at Monte Carlo. 

Quarantine might appear like 
a last minute trip without incen-
tives or discounts. 

Lockdown has all the markings 
of a flight in business class with-
out the advantage of air miles. 
Perhaps that’s because all the dis-
advantages involved in Lockdown 
move us to indulge ourselves, 
even beyond the larger threaten-
ing global financial concerns. 

Maybe it’s our fear of being 
deprived that lets us feel free to 
splurge, be extravagant or treat 
ourselves to something we delight 
in when we can’t locate disinfec-
tant wipes, hand sanitizer, yeast 
or crunchy bread in stores. 

Maybe pandemic is just an-
other word for sublimate. I’m just 
saying. Why else would we be 
paying $12 for a small bottle of 
fabulous organic white balsamic 
vinegar. Or $14 a pound for grass 
fed ground beef. Or $6 for a box 
of pasta? We tell ourselves we 
need it. We deserve it. It will help 
us stay safe. 

Or at least linger in a food coma. 
Who doesn’t love the comfort 

of being extravagant in the face 
of fear? That in itself, it’s a pow-
er. The Lockdown is putting our 
coping skills to the test. Reassur-
ing ourselves we’re all right.

I have this strong sense that 
people want to use this sheltering-
in time as an opportunity to learn 
new things and make changes. 

My sister is learning the flute. 

A friend is taking an online 
course from Yale Univ. in New 
Haven. 

Many folk are giving cooking 
another go-round. 

Confinement has become, for 
many, the chance to do something 
fresh. No one wants to be a vic-
tim of the pandemic. Not just a 
flu victim. But a passive casualty 
of missed chances and fading en-
richments. 

Just think, you could use the 
time to read the Greek poets. 
There’s a reason they survive mil-
lennia. 

Or improve your children’s pen-
manship. Invent a new cocktail. 
Or finally learn to make a sauce 
from a roux. Or perfect the graced 
skill of making a soufflé. Or the 
wonder of making puff pastry. Or 
learn the difference between Bor-
deaux and Burgundy. Maybe cut-
off from your favorite restaurant 
you are trying to reproduce some 
signature dish from there that you 
crave. 

I’ve been using the time to 
paint more. Ordering more sup-
plies from Blick. I’m feeling more 
disciplined. I have 17 new works 
drying in my studio and all over 
the house. I just sold one. 

Most days by afternoon I have 
mapped out a dinner strategy. I’m 
constantly hopping from one din-
ner menu to the next. Always great 
dinners. But not big dinners every 
night.  Some nights are burgers 
and salads. Others can be Tuscan 
feasts. I like concentrating on the 
little things, now. Just this last 
week I French fried thinly sliced 
red onions. Sweet and delicious. 
And I got to use up the last of the 
buttermilk I originally needed 
for Irish soda bread. Flour, but-
termilk, Cayenne pepper and an 
egg was just the right recipe, in a 
thin consistency, to make the red 
onions crunchy. Crisp. 

I also made cole slaw, earlier in 
the week, with a beautiful shred-
ded organic head of cabbage. 
Made homemade Thousand Is-
land dressing (mayo, Chile sauce, 
Cayenne and lemon juice) to toss 
on the shredded cabbage. Another 

simple, but elegant side with a 
real bite. Some heat, thanks to the 
Cayenne. 

I have also been making sal-
ads almost every night. Lured by 
the intoxication of the organic 
white balsamic vinegar we now 
get. With some treasured Greek 
olive oil it has become the basis 
of a renewed affection for salads. 
Adding thin raw red onion. Small 
red and yellow tomatoes. Lovely 
raisins (big sultanas). Anchovies, 
of course. Big and hearty grated 
Italian cheeses. And a pinch of 
ancho Chile season salt. 

Salads have come alive for me 
in the captivity of Lockdown. 
Didn’t see that coming. Maybe 
that’s the lesson in all this. The 
wisdom found within the tragedy 
of pandemic. When you least ex-
pect.

There’s a lot of health and 
growth revolving around our dis-
coveries of ourselves during this 
pandemic. Maybe you haven’t 
synthesized your particular wis-
dom yet. Don’t worry. There’s 
time. 

Perhaps you have been startled 
at some recurring behavior pat-
tern of yours that is only starting 
to ripen  during the Lockdown. 
Maybe it involves ‘Who’s in 
charge’ of your particular turf. 
Maybe Lockdown brings out the 
best in you.

Or maybe, it doesn’t. 
Perhaps you have the knack for 

smoothing over frail Lockdown 
egos where you live. Or you find 
yourself plotting vengeful strat-
egies against family members 
or neighbors. Recognizing such 
self-discovery is the slice of wis-
dom that can be helpful. So many 
people appear to be trying to be 
more kind and understanding 
during this ordeal. Maybe fear-
ing the surprise onslaught of the 
coronavirus makes us re-evaluate 
what’s important. Or what really 
is of value. 

Maybe getting into Harvard 
isn’t all its cracked up to be. 
Maybe losing that election isn’t 
so terrible after all. Maybe that 

Maybe everything isn’t your fault

breakup isn’t as earth shattering 
as you once thought. Maybe the 
Lockdown is providing  you the 
chance to have some healthy dis-
tance from others, or giving you 
the latitude to feel more free. Less 
confined. 

Maybe all the re-
stricted movement 
of the pandemic is 
providing you with 
a readjusted fairness 
in your relationship 
with your parents. 
Or maybe it’s just 
exaggerating an al-
ready unlivable situ-
ation. 

Maybe you are 
stronger than you 
thought. Maybe you 
aren’t the emotional 
weakling some people see you 
as. Perhaps you finally can speak 
your mind and challenge others to 
live up to their rightful responsi-
bilities. 

Maybe everything isn’t your 
fault, no matter what your mother-
in-law thinks.

The tragedy and suffering of 
this pandemic is an unmeasurable 
catastrophe of human pain. It has 
stopped our planet from everyday 
functioning like no war or plague 
anywhere in our past. We may not 
know the final outcome and price 
tag for long years to come. But we 
will never forget the soft acts of 
human kindness that remind us 
that ultimately life is good.  And 
that our neighbors are gifts from 
heaven. They will always be 
needy and needed. It’s the true 
measure of humans’ capacity for 
life and goodness. 

So be extravagant  with mercy 
and understanding of others. 
And your ability to host others 
to abundance. Maybe there you 
will discover strengths and gifts 
you never knew you had. A poetic 
intuition. A soul for sacrifice and 
a heart for giving. The essential 
ingredients for any recipe meant 
to rescue others from fear and 
doubt. Even if the vinegar is $12 
a bottle.

STABLE CONFIDENCE: 
Many are giving high marks to 
Mayor Lightfoot for her wise 
appointment of former White 
House Chief of Staff Sam Skin-
ner to head her economic recov-
ery team. 

CITY HALL COVER UP: 
Ald. Michele Smith [43rd] re-
minds us that as of May 1 masks 
will be required when out in 
public, whether outside or in any 
indoor public space, including 
stores. So, cover up.

SIGHT RESHAPED: “We 
are all in the plague… All I know 
is that one must do one’s best not 
to be a plague victim… And this 
is why I have decided to reject 
everything that, directly or indi-
rectly, makes people die or justi-
fies others in making them die.” 

Jean Tarrou, in The 
Plague, by Albert 
Camus. Thanks Lu-
cia Adams, Chicago 
writer and literati.

L O C K D O W N 
COOKERY: Dis-
covered a surprise 
full-page spread in 
“Cork and County,” 
(May 2020), an Irish 
magazine featuring 
recipes. The editors 
asked if they could 
publish a cookery 
inclusion from this 

columnist. They did a nice job. 
Including two paintings. My por-
trait and a seascape. Cook Coun-
ty and  County Cork are “Sister 
Counties.” 

RIP: Bollywood tributes pour 
in for ‘Slumdog Millionaire’ star 
Irrfan Khan, 53, following his 
death from a battle with colon 

maybe see p. 10
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cast will honor a female doing 
amazing deeds during the pan-
demic. Each Saturday, check out 
host  Cody Dove  with perform-
ers  Mark Campbell, E.J. Cam-
eron, E.R. Fightmaster, Frank 
Caeti, Jaime Moyer.

• The Really Awesome Improv 
Show: Thursday mornings 11 
a.m. High energy improve, fun 
for all ages. Relies on audience 
suggestions and participation and 
is 100% family friendly. Hosted 
by Jessie Stegner with cast mem-
bers Jose Acain, Amie Enriquez, 
Ithamar Enriquez, Serenity Gar-
cia, Piper Gillin, Carrie Weisberg 
and Grady Welch. 

• The Last Show Left on Earth: 
Episodes released weekly. A half-
hour sketch and variety limited-
series event. The first episode 
is hosted by Jack McBrayer, 
with musical guest Wilco’s Jeff 
Tweedy and special guest Fred 
Willard, among others. Episode 
Two is hosted by Christina An-
thony, with musical guest Valerie 
June, and special guest Fred Ar-
misen and more. 

Register for shows at  https://
www.secondcity.com/chicago-
shows/ or find more info at  sec-
ondcity.com.

Hershey’s so sweet…The 
truly amazing, internationally-
acclaimed artist Hershey Felder 
will stream live from Florence, 
Italy, on Mother’s Day, perform-

by Felicia Dechter

Heart  
of the  
‘Hood

Little things mean a lot for clinic staff now on their own

Renee Cooper is the nurse man-
ager of the residential eating dis-
order unit at the Eating Recovery 
Center, which treats patients with 
serious eating disorders at all lev-
els of care.  Although Cooper’s 
office is located about a half-
block from Northwestern Memo-
rial Hospital, about 50 mental 
health nurses are staffed between 
the center’s five locations around 
the city. 

If you’re picking up a Mother’s 
Day card this week, Cooper is 
hoping you might find it in your 
heart to grab a funny or ‘think-
ing of you’ card for the nurses 
she works with. Apparently, these 
hard-working folks could really 
use a bit of encouragement and to 
have their days brightened.

And National Nurses Week 
starts today, so it’s a perfect op-
portunity to let them know how 
much you appreciate them.

“I find that mental health is a 
sector of healthcare that not only 
the patients are forgotten about, 
but also the staff,” said Cooper, 
who lives In Rogers Park. “My 
nurses are outstanding individu-
als that work tirelessly for their 
patients; they know them inside 
and out. However, our company is 
an independent, nationwide sys-
tem and while that is amazing for 
the eating disorder community, it 
leaves us ‘on our own’ as in not 
attached to a university.” 

You actually don’t have to buy 
a card to send. You can write a 
hand-written note, and/or it’s a 
great project for the kids. I know 
little ones can make pictures that 
would surely bring a smile to any 
nurse’s face. 

“They care deeply for their pa-
tients, and while they are handling 
this pandemic with strength they 
are anxious as well,” said Cooper. 
“We, as a residential level of care, 
have trouble getting the supplies 
we need to protect ourselves as 
well as patients. There is no oxy-
gen, special isolation rooms, or 
social distancing. 

“The staff has gone to great 
lengths to protect patients in this 
-- while managing their anxiety 
as well as their own,” she added. 
“We have become creative with 

interventions to keep everyone 
safe, and I am proud that not a 
single patient or nurse thus far 
has caught or spread Covid-19 as 
of yet.”   

Any cards/drawings etc. will be 
greatly appreciated. Please send 
them to the attention of Renee 
Cooper at the Eating Recovery 
Center, 150 E. Huron St., 12th 
floor, Chicago, 60611.

Heart and soul… The Waldorf 
School, 5200 N. Ashland Ave. in 
Andersonville, can’t hold its an-
nual Spring May Fair celebration 
this year but its Parent Teacher Or-
ganization is bringing the school 
and wider, neighborhood commu-
nities together to honor the many 
members of both, who, “continue 
to make sacrifices working out in 
the public realm, for the health 
and comfort of us all.” 

Here’s another heart-warming 
thing to do for you and/or the 
kids. The school is asking anyone 
interested to make small, hang-
able, fabric hearts, which will 
eventually be affixed to  its Fos-
ter Ave. fence. The hearts can be 
sewn, glued, stapled—do what-
ever you like -- but they need to 
be weather resistant so they can’t 
be made of paper/cardboard. Be-
cause Waldorf uses only natural 
or handmade products as much as 
possible, there will be no plastic. 
Wood, cloth, and any other natu-
ral products can be used. 

Please drop hearts off by May 
13. They’ll be hung on May 16, 
which coincides with what would 
have been the May Fair celebra-
tion. Festivities such as tie-dy-
ing, live music, dancing, making 
flower crowns and the likes will 
be missed, so the school decided 
to extend a sign of love and vi-
tality to the community, which 

little things see p. 4

The Waldorf School is seeking home-
made hearts of all sizes and colors.

Radmila Snegach’s masks are just as 
pretty as she is.

Please Call for Assistance

773.472.6300
1458 W. Belmont Ave., Chicago, IL 60657

www.lakeviewfuneralhome.com
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usually makes lots of beautiful 
fresh flowers and ribbon head 
wreaths  for this normally very 
important fundraising event.  

There’ll be a large plastic bin to 
keep hearts safe in, outside on the 
windowsill between the two doors 
at the school’s main entrance on 
the west side of the building. Wal-
dorf thanks you from the bottom 
of its heart.

Making masks… When Rog-
ers Parker Radmila Snegach 
learned about the shortage of 
masks for medical personnel and 
the call for mask donations, she 
decided to spend her free time 
learning to sew while also help-
ing those in need. 

Apparently Snegach is not only 
a quick learner, but she’s a gen-
erous one too. Even though she 
has not worked since early March 
while sheltering in place, she has 
been sewing -- and giving away -- 
very pretty, cheery masks! 

”Bright colors and patterns 
make me happy, so they naturally 
flow into my art,” said Snegach. 
“I hope I can bring those feelings 
to everybody.” 

Her first donations were made 
to Chicago Women’s Health Cen-
ter, Clayton Residential Home, 
and a number of friends, family, 
and coworkers. Now, Snegach is 
working on donations for the 
Rogers Park Community Re-
sponse Team and Citywide Cloth 
Mask Drive. 

“In addition, one of my main 
goals is to help families and in-
dividuals -- be it those working in 
essential services or those strug-
gling to find, afford masks,” said 
Snegach, a massage therapist. “I 
am happy to provide masks to ev-
eryone at no cost.” 

Mask supply shopping has be-

come nearly as competitive as 
other hot-ticket items throughout 
this quarantine, said Snegach. 

“I’ve had to come up with some 
creative solutions and have been 
very lucky with local craft stores, 
but I can’t overstate how blessed 
I’ve been through supply dona-
tions by friends and neighbors,” 
she said. 

Know someone doing some-
thing special during these diffi-
cult times? Email me at write12@
comcast.net and tell me, please.

The best medicine… Second 
City is bringing comedy to your 
couch with free online improv 
shows!  Events are streamed for 
free, although donations will 
be accepted to the Second City 
Alumni Fund, a resource for per-
formers and other members of the 
Second City community experi-
encing critical health and finan-
cial challenges.

 Here’s the schedule: 
•  Improv House Party: 7 p.m., 

Tuesdays, Thursday and Sat-
urdays. Second City talent and 
alumni perform free, live improv 
shows from their homes with par-
ticipation from the online audi-
ence. Tuesday nights are hosted 
by Carisa Barreca,  and feature 
rotating cast members and spe-
cial guests.  Featuring classic 
Girls Night games and hilarious 
improv inspired by your sugges-
tions, this is comedy by women, 
for everyone. Each week, the 

Hershey Felder as Irving Berlin.Show a nurse some love. They deserve it.
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Apparently, a few unscrupulous 
Chicago-area landlords are prac-
ticing “rent gouging” in the mid-
dle of the coronavirus pandemic, 
apartment renters complain.

A senior citizen on a fixed in-
come and forced to “shelter-at-
home” recently was attempting to 
renegotiate her steep monthly rent 
increase for the next six months. 
She was notified of the rent hike 
by email less than two weeks be-
fore the expiration of the lease. 
Previously, she had a one-year 
lease for her one-bedroom unit.

The landlord claimed the rea-
son for the rent increase is the 
expected hefty real estate tax in-
crease coming with the second 
installment of the 2019 Cook 
County bill, which is due Aug. 1.

Rental experts say the land-
lord should have given the senior 
renter at least 60 days prior notice 
about the rent hike. And, under 
the stress of the virus pandemic, 
it might have been a good idea to 
forgo the rent increase until next 
Spring when the crisis hopefully 
is over.

Under pressure from rent relief 
advocates, on April 29, Mayor 

Apartment renters, landlords feel bite of new virus economy

by Don DeBat

The 
Home 
Front

Lori Lightfoot unveiled a “Chi-
cago Housing Solidarity Pledge,” 
which calls for landlords to con-
sider grace periods for rent pay-
ments, written repayment plans 
and no late fees. It also urges lend-
ers to give landlords grace peri-
ods on mortgage payments, issue 
neutral reports to credit agencies, 
and suspend foreclosures. 

Small “Ma-and-Pa” landlords 
generally are not having a good 
year in 2020. With thousands of 
tenants losing their jobs, weather-
ing 20% to 40% pay cuts or going 
on no-pay furloughs, the biggest 
threats to owners of small apart-
ment buildings are vacancies and 
non-payment of rent.

It is important for renters to re-
member that the typical Chicago 
landlord is not a huge corpora-
tion that enjoys a strong financial 
cushion.

Recent hefty real estate tax in-
creases on Chicago’s North Side 
have depleted building landlord 
operating accounts. And then 
there are those sky-high bills 
from the city of Chicago for wa-
ter, sewer and garbage removal, 
and seemingly endless mainte-
nance expenses.

One owner of a North Side 
4-flat was hit with a $4,200 bill 
for replacement of a commer-
cial hot water heater that quit 
functioning, and spent another 
$2,800 to sand and varnish dam-
aged wood floors, for refinishing 
kitchen cabinets and installing of 
a new exhaust fan and light fix-
tures. 

Surveys show that the typical 
small landlord owns 32 rental 
units and does not have enough 
money in the bank to weather a 
long-term loss of rent, a recent 
Chicago Sun-Times editorial re-
ported.

On the positive side, 84% of 
apartment households made full 
or partial rent payments by April 
12, according to a national sur-
vey of 11.5 million professionally 
managed units in the U.S. And, 
79.7% of Class-C (small-proper-
ty) apartment renters paid their 
April rent.

However, only 52% of renters 
surveyed said they would be able 
to pay May rent in full, according 
to another survey by Grace Hill. 
Four of 10 renters surveyed said 
they intend to move in the next 
six months.

Some bad news came from 
Zumper’s National Rent Report, 
which noted that Google search 
volumes for apartments for rent 
were down between 10% and 35% 
during the last week of March in 
its top cities. Apartment search 
reports have rebounded 17% by 
late April.

In a survey from RentCafe.
com, despite the coronavirus 
threat, 62% of renters said they 
plan to move as soon as they find 
an apartment, and almost half 
said they didn’t have any con-
cerns about relocating during the 
pandemic.

However, a record-breaking 
30 million Americans have filed 
for unemployment benefits in re-
cent weeks, included more than 
737,000 in Illinois. Others expe-
rienced pay cuts, were put on fur-
lough or are working on reduced 
hours. Large sections of the U.S. 
economy remain shut down as 
states have ordered non-essential 
businesses to stay closed.

In addition to vacancies, a small 
landlord’s biggest worry is paying 
the mortgage if some or all ten-
ants stop paying rent. Hopefully, 
a new Freddie Mac forbearance 
directive could ease that worry 
for some landlords.

Homeowners and resident own-

Condo-mania!
420 W. Belmont #8E, CORNER 1BR w/BALCONY  $169,900

420 W. Belmont #28F, Rehabbed 1BR    $149,900

300 N. State #2608, MARINA CITY 1BR   $219,900

3821 N. Narragansett # 2W, CORNER 2BR w/BALCONY  $119,900

Michael F. Parish
773.770.7002

Broker

Condomania!
3110 N Sheridan Road, Unit 702        1st OFFERING
Spacious 1BR plus a Den, corner unit contemporary (2017) bathroom, Brazilian Cherry 
floors in the living space. Kitchen has a breakfast bar, Stainless Steel appliances, oak 
cabinets and granite counter-tops. Secured assigned Parking included in price . 

2800 N Lake Shore Drive, Unit 308
Immaculate modern one bedroom with views of the park! Large open concept, hardwood 
floors throughout, walk-in closet, large master bedroom, and fantastic storage space. Build-
ing features 24-hour door staff, fitness center, outdoor pool, rooftop deck and party room. 

3550 N Lake Shore Drive, Unit 2211
This condo features beautiful gray wood floors throughout, a cook’s kitchen with white 
shaker soft-close cabinets, white & gray quartz counter tops with glass tile backsplash, LED 
under-cabinet lighting, undermount sink & a full range of stainless steel appliances, along 
with a breakfast bar. Gorgeous bathroom with new floor & wall tile & vanity.

SOLD

SOLD

FREE VACUUMING
3218 W. Irving 

4550 W. Addison
4820 W. Lawrence

Automatic Car Wash

$3  
EXPRESS 

CAR WASH
EXPRESS 

CAR WASH

ALLNEW

OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor

Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer   10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place  
(Nursery through 5th Grade)

Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer 
7:30 pm Bible Study

Open Arms United 
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

817 Grace St.   773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING

OAUWCChicago.org

ers of small investment apartment 
buildings seeking forbearance can 
get relief. If Freddie Mac owns 
your loan, under new mortgage-
relief guidelines you will never 
be required to make up missed 
payments in a lump sum.

“Our policies offer a number of 
options to bring borrowers cur-
rent, including repayment plans, 
resuming normal payments or 
lowering your monthly payment 
through a modification,” said Da-
vid Brickman, CEO of Freddie 
Mac. “We encourage homeown-
ers facing hardship to work with 
their loan servicer to identify the 
plan that’s appropriate for their 
unique situation.”

Owners who can’t pay their 
mortgage are entitled to up to 12 
months of forbearance. Servicers 
will start with a shorter plan and 
reassess to see if an extension for 
up to 12 months is necessary.

Once the hardship has been re-
solved, there are several options 
for borrowers to repay the money 
owed, including:

• Full repayment, known as re-
instatement, where you pay back 
the missed payments and quickly 
get back on track.

• A repayment plan, which al-
lows borrowers to catch up gradu-

ally in addition to paying regular 
monthly payments.

• Payment deferral or modifica-
tion of the loan, to keep monthly 
payments consistent and add the 
borrower’s missed payments to 
the end of the mortgage.

• Modification of the loan, 
to reduce a borrower’s original 
monthly payment amount.

Loan servicers will reach out 
about 30 days before the initial 
forbearance plan is scheduled 
to end to determine which assis-
tance program is best or if addi-
tional forbearance is needed.

However, borrowers need to 
ask the loan servicer if their cred-
it score will be impacted by the 
new forbearance guidelines.

Borrowers who believe they 
are not being offered proper re-
payment options can reach out to 
the Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau. Consumers looking 
for additional resources can visit 
Freddie Mac via www.MyHome.
com.

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat 
is co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.

A record-breaking 737,000 workers in Illinois have filed for unemploy-
ment benefits in recent weeks. In addition to vacancies, a small landlord’s  
biggest worry is paying the mortgage if some or all tenants stop paying 
their rent.

ing a new version of his produc-
tion  “Irving Berlin”—including 
timely new additions that speak 
to the current moment. The per-
formance features an audience 
participation opportunity via text 
or email. 

The show benefits Goodman 
Theatre’s artists and staff and will 
be streamed live at 7 p.m. Sunday. 
Tickets are $50 per household. If 
you’ve never seen Felder live, he 
is a real treat. 

Felder was supposed to be per-
forming at the Goodman in the 
Chicago premiere of “A Paris 
Love Story,” about the life and 
music of Impressionist composer 

Claude Debussy. New dates are 
TBA. 

“Irving Berlin comes to us dur-
ing these troubled times, relating 
both the good and the hard times 
that he and America have weath-
ered before—and how the nation 
always managed to pull through 
because of the goodness of its 
people,” said Felder. “We hope 
the world will do so once again.” 

Fleeing the anti-Semitism of 
Czarist Russia, capturing the 
rhythms of the Lower East Side, 
and eventually enchanting the 
entire world, Irving Berlin epit-
omized the American dream. 
Some of his most popular songs 
will be featured including “God 
Bless America,” “There’s No 

Business Like Show Business,” 
“White Christmas,”  and more. 
Felder weaves his performance 
around Berlin’s 101-year lifespan, 
including his long and heartening 
relationship with his wife, battles 
against anti-Semitism and, his 
storied music.

I saw Felder performing “Irving 
Berlin,” years ago at the Royal 
George Theatre. It is excellent 
and a really great gift for mom. 
Tix can be purchased at Good-
manTheatre.org/IrvingBerlin. 

Whatever you decide to do on 
Mother’s Day, here’s wishing all 
the moms out there a wonderful 
day. And the same goes for those 
of you like me, who’ve lost their 
moms and miss them dearly.

little things from p. 3

A small landlord’s  
biggest worry is paying 
the mortgage if some or 
all tenants stop paying 

rent. Hopefully,  
a new Freddie Mac  

forbearance directive 
could ease that worry  
for some landlords.
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Are you flushing  
your C-19 risks away?

Have you ever given any thought 
to  what happens to your water once you 
wash your hands and it goes down your 
drain, or when  you flush your toilet?  It 
ends up at one of The Metropolitan Water  
Reclamation  District’s  (MWRD)  
seven water treatment plants where waste 
water is processed.  

These reclamation plants are run by 
dedicated professionals  including  plant 
operators, engineers, pipe-fitters, laborers, 
machinist and so many others all working 
together  at our reclamation plants across 
Cook County.  The hard working  front-
line workers are also supported by many  
other staff members  who continue to  
ensure that our wastewater is cleaned and 
that our environment is protected. 

MWRD essential staff, like other  
essential workers, come in and perform 
their duties despite the risk of exposure to 
COVID-19. Contact with other workers and 
the water reclamation process increases 
their odds of contracting the virus. While 
MWRD takes many precautions to reduce 
these risks for staff, the threat still remains 
for them while they perform their respon-
sibilities to help keep our fresh drinking 
water supply safe. 

So the next time you wash your hands, 
flush your toilet or have a glass of water, 
take a moment to remember the MWRD 
staff that are working to protect our  
water, our communities and the environ-
ment. Thank you for all you do every day 
for Chicago residents.

 
Kimberly Neely du Buclet
Commissioner
MWRD

Letter to the Editor

By Patrick Butler

Workers at Sunnyside* Lakeview, a pot 
dispensary at 3812 N. Clark St., will soon 
be voting on whether to become the first 
unionized cannabis dealers in Chicago.

But no date has been set yet.
Employees at Cresco’s processing center 

in Joliet already voted to join the United 
Food and Commercial Workers Union’s 
Local 881 back in January. And workers at 
Cresco’s three other facilities – the Com-
passionate Care Center in Naperville, Na-
ture’s Care in Rolling Meadows, and Med-
Men in Evanston could be next.

The Clark St. store, whose employees 
say they want to unionize for better pay, 
predictable work scheduling and an op-
portunity to “turn their retail jobs into ca-
reers” at Sunnyside* Lakeview’s 18, said 
the “wellness advisors,” or “budtenders,” 
as they’re also called.

Employees said they had found it diffi-
cult to plan their week because of shifting 
schedules that sometimes weren’t posted 
until the day before a new week.

According to some sources, Cresco em-
ployees at Sunnyside* Lakeview may have 
been emboldened to seek union protection 
after cannabis dispensers were deemed “es-
sential” businesses by Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s 
advisers as a way to help enforce the cur-
rent “stay-at-home” orders which include 
the six-foot “social distance” requirement 
for everyone inside or outside.

That requirement would become im-
possible to meet, given the number of 
employees and their customers at Sunny-
side* Lakeview on a typical day, budtender 
Nicholas Stankus announced last week.

Employee complaints at Sunnyside* 
Lakeview also included safety concerns 

Is a weed Budtenders union coming to Lakeview?
such as masks which have since been pro-
vided in recent days, but with conflicting 
guidance from management on their proper 
use. According to one employee, a manager 
sent an e-mail warning that masks in some 
cases could lead to increased risks because 
using a mask could make the wearers touch 
their faces more frequently.

Another employee wearing a mask near 
the front desk was reportedly reassigned 
to a back room after being told his mask 
might scare customers.

(According to the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention, masks “should be 
used in public settings where other social 
distancing measures are difficult to main-
tain.”)

A date for the union vote – which will be 
supervised by the National Labor Relations 
Board - hasn’t yet been set. A majority-
plus-one of those who vote in the election 
will be needed to create the union at Cres-
co Labs. If the vote passes, the union will 
represent only the “budtenders” at Sunny-
side* Lakeview.

Employees at the other sites will have to 
hold their own separate election.

Union members want a mail-in ballot to 
limit the size of crowds in the Sunnyside* 
Lakeview building where the election will 
probably be held, while Cresco Labs is 
requesting the more usual in-person elec-
tion. 

Cresco Labs spokesman Jason Erkes did 
not respond to the claims made by the em-
ployees, but said the company respects the 
workers’ right to a secret ballot election “as 
well as a positive working environment, 
competitive pay and benefits, new health 
and safety protocols increasing sanitation” 
including “forced social distancing… and 
sneeze guards.”

Several employees said the company has 
indeed taken measures to protect workers 

By Patrick Butler

Like anyone else in business these 
days, Branko Podrumedzic has had 
to make a lot of hard choices, but he 
admits the hardest was his recent de-
cision to close the Little Bucharest 
Bistro after 50 years.

While part of the reason was the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
business everywhere, this wasn’t the 
first time he tried to step away from 
the business he clearly loves.  

Little Bucharest was supposed to 
close last year, but plans changed 
when a deal with Philip Martinez, 
a chef who wanted to open a “New 
American” restaurant fell through and 
the building went back on the market.

Now another restaurant, described 
by Eater.com as an “upscale, refined 
Mexican restaurant” is planned for 
the Little Bucharest site, 3661 N. El-
ston Ave., which is expected to open 
sometime after the city deems it safe for 
Chicagoans to once again venture out of 
their homes. 

Branko, however, said he’ll still be in the 
business as a “silent partner” of the down-
town Frontera Grill.

Which should come as no surprise to 
anyone who knows Branko, who’d dreamed 
of going into the restaurant business. It was 
a dream he’d nursed even as a boy back 
in his home town in Transylvania where 
Vlad Draci (aka Vlad Dracula, known in 
Western horror stories as Count Dracula) 
shares honors on stained glass windows in 
the eatery with saint and warrior Stephen 
the Great. It was not unusual for diners to 

Little Bucharest doing one last roast 
before calling it quits after 50 years

drink toasts (as this reporter did several 
years ago with some friends) honoring 
both very different national heroes.

Shortly after Branko arrived in the US, he 
began working in a North Side pizza parlor 
even though he knew nothing at the time 
about Italian cooking and soon bought the 
Little Bucharest on Ashland and Welling-
ton in May, 1970, and moved the Bucharest 
to its current Elston Ave. location where he 
continued featuring a Mediterranean and 
Eastern European fare of food, wine and 
entertainment.

On summertime Sundays they roast a 
pig or lamb on a spit, which quickly grew 
very popular with all the food lovers near-

by. The Little Bucharest pig or lamb 
roast – something Branko will un-
dertake one last time this weekend 
before the Little Bucharest finally 
closes on May 10. Call ahead if you 
want pickup and delivery service 
[773-604-8500]. 

Branko and his family say it would 
be all too easy to blame COVID-19 
for Little Bucharest’s closing, but 
added things are a lot more compli-
cated than that.

“We took the last month to really 
try and envision reopening after the 
shutdown and found it virtually im-
possible,” his daughter Violetta said, 
adding that anyone who has a fam-
ily business knows how much hard 
work is involved under the best of 
circumstances.

“It was just time,” Branko told a 
reporter last week, noting that his 
two daughters are grown and have 
their own lives and careers. One of 
them – Violetta – is a radio person-

ality on 101.9 FM. She and her sister - who 
is in real estate development - have less 
time to devote to the family business, said 
Branko, adding that he and his wife would 
like some semblance of retirement.

And food tastes are changing, said 
Branko, who sees “the end of an era” as 
the last of the “old-school” European es-
tablishments like the Polish Old Warsaw 
Buffet, the German Mirabell and Chicago 
Brauhaus, and Italian Sabatino’s have all 
closed down. Just to name a few, he added.

“Many of the young people today don’t 
even know where Romania, Serbia or Bul-
garia are. Tastes have changed. The world 
has changed,” Branko shrugged.

Branko Podrumedic in front of his soon-so-close Little Bu-
charest Bistro, 3661 N. Elston Ave.  The restaurant’s last 
day will be Sunday, May 10.  Free stuffed cabbage will be 
given out from May 8-10th.             Photo by Patrick Butler

and customers, but added management has 
been slow to respond to employee com-
plaints. “The reality of conditions inside 
the dispensary doesn’t always match the 
guidelines set forth in the corporate of-
fice,” one employee said.

Lakeview State Rep. Jonathan Pizer 
[12th] - who just lost his own recent vote - is 
supporting the workers efforts to unionize, 
saying that it is “imperative that they are 
able to receive the right representation and 
workplace protections afforded by a labor 
union.” The other State Rep. in Lakeview 
- Ann Williams [11th] - also signed on in 
support of unionization.

The Clark St. store,  
whose employees say they want 

to unionize for better pay,  
predictable work scheduling 
and an opportunity to “turn 
their retail jobs into careers”  
at Sunnyside* Lakeview’s 18, 
said the “wellness advisors,”  
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Dedicated shopping hours  
for seniors

Older adults and people 
with severe chronic conditions 
should take special precautions 
because they are at higher risk 
of developing serious COVID-
19 illness

Several retailers have created 
dedicated shopping hours for 
seniors to shop for groceries 
without crowds of other people. 
Retailers include: 

• Whole Foods:  Customers 
age 60 and older can shop daily 
an hour before stores open to 
the general public. So, if a store 
opens at 9 a.m., for example, 
seniors have access at 8 a.m

•  Target:  The first hour of 
shopping each Wednesday is 
reserved for the elderly and 
other vulnerable populations, 
such as those with compro-
mised immune systems.

•  Jewel-Osco:  Vulnerable 
populations including senior cit-

izens and pregnant individuals are 
being given priority from 7-9 a.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays.

• Mariano’s: The grocer has set 
aside two hours daily - 6 to 8 a.m., 
for seniors and those with under-
lying health conditions.

•  Costco:  Senior shoppers can 
come Tuesdays and Thursdays 
between 8-9 a.m. before the store 
opens to the public. 

•  Walgreens: Senior shopping 
hours are between 8-9 a.m. on 
Tuesdays.

• Trader Joe’s: At-risk custom-
ers and those over the age of 60 
can shop between 8-9 a.m. daily.

For individuals who are 60 or 
older and homebound or disabled, 
Meals on Wheels Chicago deliv-
ers nutritious meals to those in 
need. Those interested in learn-
ing more about the program can 
call 312-744-4016 or email se-
niormeals@cityofchicago.org.

Senior Living

Senior Living appears the first Wednesday of each month  
in all three of our free weekly neighborhood newspapers.  
Affordable ad rates and opportunity for editorial support.  

Curious? Call Cindy at 618-201-3622  
or email c789amadio@gmail.com

The Chicago Dept. of Family and Support Services have 
volunteers conducting ongoing wellbeing checks over the 
phone to engage with older Chicagoans and to make sure 
their needs are being met during the Stay at Home Order. 

To request a well being check or more information on se-
nior services available at this time, email aging@cityofchi-
cago.org or call 312-744-4016.

Check in on seniors

By Ald. Brian Hopkins, 
2nd Ward

If you have ever taken a walk 
or a drive through the DePaul 
area, you may have passed by St. 
Mary’s Home, an expansive brick 
complex situated on the peaceful 
2300 block of N. Lakewood Ave.

St. Mary’s Home is managed by 
Little Sisters of the Poor, an inter-
national organization of religious 
women that  serves the elderly 
poor of every race and religion in 
nursing homes and independent 
living facilities in 30 countries 
worldwide. St. Mary’s Home cur-
rently serves 126 residents. 

“Our mission is to 
try to create a family 
for the elderly poor and 
make them feel truly 
loved. We want to make 
this chapter in their life 
peaceful, joyful, and 
beautiful,” said Sister 
Carolyn, who serves as 
the administrator for 
St. Mary’s Home.

Like many elder 
care facilities across 
the country, the board 
and staff of St. Mary’s 
Home were alarmed 
by the rapid spread 
of COVID-19 and the 
particular risk of in-
fection to senior citi-
zens. St. Mary’s Home 
endured shortages of 
Personal Protective 
Equipment and testing 
kits as manufacturers 
struggled to keep up 
with increased demand 
nationwide.

“When the COVID-
19 pandemic started, 
I knew this would be tough to 
deal with,” said Dr. Lisa Nee, a 
nearby neighbor who has served 
on the St. Mary’s Home board for 
the past five years. “Little Sisters 
of the Poor is a begging order, so 
they never take more than they 
need and don’t tend to be able to 
stockpile supplies.”

As St. Mary’s Home began to 
reach out to the community for 
help, Dr. Nee worked to obtain 
a crucial resource: COVID-19 
testing. But most testing required 
individually visiting a drive-thru 
facility, which would be a chal-
lenging proposition for most of 
the residents of St. Mary’s Home. 
Dr. Lee began to look for other 
solutions.

“I saw online that the Inno-
vate Express Care facility in our 
neighborhood was offering drive-
thru testing, so I decided to call 
them to see if they could help St. 
Mary’s Home,” said Dr. Nee. Af-
ter emailing the facility’s CEO, 

Neighbors come to the aid of St. Mary’s
In need of help  
now more than ever

Dr. Rahul Khare, Dr. Nee and Dr. 
Khare realized that had both done 
their physician training at North-
western Memorial Hospital. Dr. 
Khare kindly agreed to provide 
testing for St. Mary’s Home - one 
of the first of many victories for 
the facility.

As news outlets began reporting 
on the impact that COVID-19 had 
on St. Mary’s Home and other el-
der care facilities, more neighbors 
started to reach out to St. Mary’s 
Home to ask what they could do 
to help. Alderman Hopkins was 
able to secure a donation of 300 
masks and 100 face shields for St. 
Mary’s Home thanks to the gen-
erosity of Cordos Development 
& Associates LLC President and 
Founder Vince Cordos.

One of the neighbors who 
reached out was Brian Comer, 
President of the Sheffield Neigh-
borhood Assoc. [SNA]. After 
reading an article detailing the 
hardships that St. Mary’s Home 
and other similar facilities were 
facing, he convened a virtual 
meeting of SNA’s board to come 
up with a plan to help St. Mary’s 
Home residents and staff.

“The news stories were a wake 
up call,” said Comer. “The resi-
dents of St. Mary’s are among the 
most vulnerable in our popula-
tion, and they are our neighbors. 
The work of Little Sisters of the 
Poor is truly the work of angels, 
and we wanted to let them know 
that they’re not alone.”

Within 12 hours, SNA’s board 
came up with a four-fold plan to 
address the needs of St. Mary’s 
Home and provide a way for all 
members of the community to 
participate, regardless of their 
resources or abilities.  This cam-

paign includes collecting do-
nations to provide hot meals 
and PPE to St. Mary’s Home 
staff, and encouraging local 
residents to donate supplies and 
send cheerful cards. SNA also 
reached out to Cook County 
Commissioner Bridget Degnen, 
who worked to find additional 
PPE, as well as DePaul Univ., 
which donated 250 masks and 
3D printed face shields for St. 
Mary’s Home staff.

Efforts to help St. Mary’s 
Home have had a positive 
ripple effect on the neighbor-
hood. SNA’s meal program 
for St. Mary’s Home staff, for 
example, has provided much-
needed business to Sheffield 
and Lincoln Park restaurants. 

One restaurant even 
put a unique hand-
written note in each 
individually-packed 
staff lunch.

Local community 
members who pre-
viously had no con-
nection to St. Mary’s 
Home have gone out 
of their way to find 
creative ways to show 
their support. Neigh-
bors began leaving 
rocks painted with 
encouraging pictures 
and messages. One 
anonymous neigh-
bor placed a sign in 
the front lawn of St. 
Mary’s Home that 
reads “Thank you 
Little Sisters & Staff 
/ We love Little Sis-
ters. Bless you!”

“People can start 
by doing just one 
little thing, and that 
can create a cascade 
of events that makes 

a difference to most in our vul-
nerable population,” said Dr. 
Nee.

Thus far, SNA has raised over 
$25,000 to support St. Mary’s 
Home, and neighbors continue 
to deliver cards and much-need-
ed supplies to the facility daily.

Comer described seeing the 
joy that the neighbors have 
brought to St. Mary’s Home 
staff and residents as a kindness 
that feeds the soul. “And we’re 
trying to feed the soul from a 
social distance,” he added.

“The support of the local 
community has been beautiful, 
and I have gotten to know so 
many of our neighbors in ways 
I never could have otherwise,” 
said Sister Carolyn. “Every 
single day, at least one person 
comes by and leaves a donation 
in our vestibule. It brings tears 
to everyone’s eyes. It’s just so 

St. Mary’s Home, like many, are seeking  
donated supplies. They would be grateful for 
donations of the following supplies:
• Full-length medical cover gowns
• Medical grade masks
• Disposable isolation gowns
• Disinfectant, baby wipes and Kleenex
• Body and mouth wash
• Body lotion
• Paper napkins, toilet paper and paper towels
• Juice (cranberry, apple, tomato)
• Canned fruits

Donations may be sent to their facility at 2325 
N. Lakewood Ave. through online delivery, or 
dropped off at their front vestibule.

Youth can send a card, handwritten note,  
encouraging poster, or artwork.

Cards, artwork, and crafts help brighten com-
mon rooms and serve as a daily reminder that 
St. Mary’s Home is in the community’s thoughts. 
Cards and artwork may be mailed to or dropped 
off at:

St. Mary’s Home
2325 N. Lakewood Ave.
Chicago, IL 60614

Ways to support St. Mary’s Home

st. mary’s see p. 7
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Whether you’re retired or still 
working, The Clare offers a 
lifestyle that is second to none. 
Enjoy a luxury apartment, 
gourmet cuisine, a remarkable 
staff and the financial security of 
LifeCare. It’s never too early to 
start planning your future. 

Gold Coast Retirement Living. Your Way.

Gold Coast Retirement Living. Your Way.

55 E. Pearson St.  |  Chicago, IL 60611
312-313-2558  |  www.TheClare.com

 Your future

starts today.  

A Senior Care Development, LLC affiliated 
community managed by Life Care ServicesTM

Learn more by calling 312-313-2558
or visiting TheClare.com today.

FOLLOW US ON:

A shift to virtual programming at The Clare
Social distancing recommendations 

have eliminated the possibility of in-per-
son programming at senior living com-
munities amid the COVID-19 outbreak. 
Since social and learning opportunities 
are a major component of The Clare life-
style, the community had to get creative 
with its life enrichment offerings for 
residents.

That’s where Zoom meetings and live 
streaming came into play.

“Clare residents have responded very 
well to virtual programming,” says Lori 
Griffin, Director of Resident Experience 
at The Clare. “They adapted quickly and 
learned the logistics of Zoom technol-
ogy.”

While the senior care industry is often 
depicted as lagging in embracing tech-
nology for residents, The Clare prides 
itself on taking initiative when it comes 
to tech solutions. Given the current cir-
cumstances that require residents to stay 
in their apartments, this focus has been 
crucial in the adoption of and adaptation 
to the world of virtual programming.

“Whoever said you can’t teach an old 
dog new tricks has not met the residents 
of The Clare,” resident Sheila Rock says. 
“At the tender age of 80+, I am ‘Zoom-
ing’ with my brothers and sisters, chil-
dren and grandchildren, friends near 
and far. It is not perfect, but this tech-
nology is giving us the ability to keep 
in touch.”

Instead of typical group cardio and 
yoga classes, Fitness Manager Emily 
Buxton began leading live workouts for 
residents streamed daily via The Clare’s 
in-house TV channel. Rather than gath-
ering residents for cooking demos, Ex-
ecutive Chef Hagop Hagopian brought 
them into The Clare’s kitchen via Zoom, 
demonstrating the steps to make simple 
dishes such as shakshuka. Virtual wine 
tastings, virtual book clubs and virtual 
coffee hours have also been added to the 
calendar for resident interaction and en-
tertainment.

“It is important to stay engaged men-
tally and socially during this time of un-
certainty and mandated social distanc-
ing,” Lori says. “Engaging in activities 

and learning that you find interesting gives 
some sense of normalcy and happiness. 
Connecting with friends and family via 
virtual options or other means helps pro-
vide security and comfort, as well.”

In addition to classes, programs and 
events routinely put on by employees, The 
Clare is also known for bringing in talent 
and experts from the likes of the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra, the University of 
Chicago and more. Naturally, outside pro-
grams brought to The Clare have been can-
celed. But Lori knows they are important 
for residents, so she searched for ways to 
bring Clare favorites to them through the 
internet. 

On Wednesday, April 29, the Chen 
Quartet, featuring CSO Concertmaster 
Robert Chen and his family, exclusively 
performed for Clare residents via Zoom, 
bringing them live music they have so 

dearly missed. Earlier in April, the Field 
Museum partnered with The Clare to pres-
ent on their collections, and film critic 
Zbigniew Banas hosted an interactive 
movie discussion about Jojo Rabbit. Look-
ing ahead, virtual programs throughout the 
month of May include a presentation on 
South America, a tutorial on iPhone set-
tings and a salon concert and conversation 
about women in classical music.

“These days, the recurring theme is, ‘I 
can’t believe that two months ago, I didn’t 
know what Zoom was,’” resident Carolyn 
Rusnak says. “Now, we ‘Zoom’ through 
everything. Within the context of the new 
normal, it’s always a good day.”

Residents have even started creating 
their own Zoom meetings to connect with 
one another socially.

“Zoom is an excellent opportunity to 
see many Clare friends, at various man-
agement meetings or in smaller group 
gatherings,” resident Barb Arsenault 
says. “I’m in a group that ‘Zooms’ regu-
larly, and being able to socialize and 
keep those connections with each other 
means a lot.”

And for residents who aren’t as tech 
savvy, a variety of programs and classes 
are being streamed directly to resident 
televisions via The Clare’s in-house 
channel. 

“This time of virtual programming 
has reminded me that Clare residents are 
up for any challenge,” Lori says. “I am 
inspired to continue to try new methods 
of programming even once we resume 
our usual operations.”

Senior Living

Senior Living appears the first Wednesday of each month in all three  
of our free weekly neighborhood newspapers.  

Affordable ad rates and opportunity for editorial support. Curious?
Call or email Cindy at 618-201-3622  c789amadio@gmail.com

Senior Living

Submitted by Maria Bappert

Blessed is she whose daily tasks are 
a labor of love; for her willing hand 
and happy heart translate duty into 
privilege, and her labor becomes a 
service to God and all mankind.

Blessed is she who opens the door 
to welcome both stranger and well-
loved friend, for gracious hospitality 
is a test of brotherly love. 

Blessed is she who mends stockings 
and toys and broken hearts, for her un-
derstanding is a balm to humanity. 

Blessed is she who children love, 

On Mother’s Day,  
Beatitudes for a Housewife

Chicago Symphony Orchestra Concertmaster Robert Chen and his children often perform for residents at The Clare. At the end of April, 
they gave an exclusive performance for The Clare via Zoom.

“Whoever said you can’t teach 
an old dog new tricks  

has not met the residents  
of The Clare,” resident Sheila 

Rock says. “At the tender age of 
80+, I am ‘Zooming’  

with my brothers and sisters, 
children and grandchildren, 

friends near and far.”

for the love of a child is more to be 
valued than that of fortune or fame. 

Blessed is she who sings at her 
work; for music lightens the heaviest 
load and brightens the dullest chore. 

Blessed is she who serves laughter 
and smiles with every meal; for her 
buoyancy of spirit is an aid to mental 
and physical digestion. 

Blessed is she who preserves the 
sanctity of the Christian home; for 
hers is a sacred trust that crowns her 
with dignity. 

~Author Unknown

encouraging to know that they’re with 
us.”

While coping with the pandemic 
has been challenging, the residents and 

staff of St. Mary’s Home remain resilient 
and hopeful. “We feel the support of our 
neighbors, and we are profoundly grate-
ful,” said Sister Carolyn. “That and the 
grace of God are keeping us going and 
filling us with hope.” 

st. mary’s from p. 6
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Police 
Beat

Man choked woman to death  
in River North hotel room

Prosecutors today accused a 
West Side man of strangling a wom-
an in her River North hotel room 
last month. Lavarius McFadden, 24, 
is charged with first-degree murder. 
A judge ordered him held without 
bail.

Officials said Elizabeth Long, 22, 
checked into the SpringHill Suites at 
410 N. Dearborn on March 12. Two 
days later, she arranged to meet 
with McFadden via the Tagged 
social media app in exchange for 
$100, prosecutors said.

He went to her hotel room 
around 4:37 p.m., but then claimed 
that he didn’t know that he had to 
pay for their meeting, according to 
prosecutors. When Long contin-
ued to ask for payment, McFadden 
pushed her and then strangled her 
until her eyes rolled back into her 
head, a prosecutor said.

McFadden allegedly told inves-
tigators that Long was reaching 
for a knife but he didn’t give her a 
chance to get it. With Long uncon-
scious on the bed, McFadden took 
the knife and her phone, then left 
the hotel shortly after 5 p.m., pros-
ecutors said.

Hotel employees went to Long’s 
room about an hour later to check 
on her condition after the front 
desk received a call from a friend 
who was concerned about her safe-
ty, according to statements made 
in bond court today. McFadden 
claimed he did not know Long was 
a prostitute.

Fire department personnel tried 
to revive Long, but she was pro-
nounced dead shortly after their 
arrival.

Prosecutors said hotel surveil-
lance video captured images of Mc-
Fadden carrying Long’s bright blue 
phone out of the lobby after the 
alleged attack. His “distinctive neck 
tattoos” are allegedly visible on the 
footage. 

The Cook County Medical Exam-
iner determined Long’s death was a 
homicide, but it has not been able 
to reach a conclusion about the 
cause of death because the office 
has been overwhelmed by COVID-
19 cases, a prosecutor said.

Investigators reviewed tracking 
data from Long’s phone to deter-
mine that it stayed near the Sprin-
gHill Suites from the time of her ar-
rival until McFadden allegedly took 
it. Phone records reportedly show 
the device moving to the Austin 
neighborhood, where McFadden 
lives, and then continuing to Du-
Page County where it remained un-
til police arrested McFadden there 
over the weekend.

Cops served a search warrant at 
the girlfriend’s house on Saturday. 
Officers said they recovered Long’s 
cell phone as well as the blue jacket 
that McFadden allegedly wore to 
his meeting with Long.

McFadden continued to use 
Long’s phone and even posed as 
Long in text messages from her 
phone after the murder, accord-
ing to prosecutors. He allegedly 
arranged for at least two men to 
send a total of about $200 to his 
girlfriend’s cash app for prospective 
meetings with Long.

Prosecutors said McFadden ad-
mitted to strangling Long and tak-
ing her phone and knife from the 
hotel room. 

Uptown men hospitalized  
after shooting each other

Two people are facing weapons 
charges in connection with a double-
shooting that left one man dead and 
another injured in Uptown on April 
28.

Police previously said two men 
opened fire on each other on the 
4800 block of N. Magnolia at 12:14 
p.m., leaving a 23-year-old man in crit-
ical condition with a gunshot wound 
to the back of his head and a 19-year-
old in good condition with a gunshot 
wound to his wrist.

The older man, identified by pros-
ecutors as Moses Joseph was pro-
nounced dead at Advocate Illinois 
Masonic Medical Center on April 29.

Prosecutors said Joseph and his 
girlfriend Kimberly Todd, 34, drove 
to the corner of Magnolia and Ainsle 
streets shortly before the shooting 
and sat in Todd’s parked vehicle for a 
few minutes. Joseph then got out of 
Todd’s car and approached a group 
of four rival gang members who were 
standing on Magnolia, according to 
Assistant State’s Attorney James Mur-
phy. 

Joseph then opened fire on the 
four men while several bystanders ran 
for cover, including a couple that was 
walking their child in a stroller along 
with their dog, Murphy said. The 19-
year-old victim was struck in the hand 
by one shot.

Then Darryl Young, 18, allegedly re-
turned fire, striking Joseph in the back 
of the head, and fled the scene.

The family’s dog broke away from 
its owner and ran into a nearby street 
where it was struck by a vehicle. It was 
later euthanized.

Upon hearing the gunshots, Todd 
ran to Joseph’s side and recovered 
his handgun from under his body, 
according to Murphy. When a good 
Samaritan began administering first 
aid to Joseph, Todd allegedly tried 
to hide his gun in the woman’s unat-
tended bag.
Arriving officers, tipped off by the 
woman, arrested Todd and recovered 
the handgun from the woman’s bag. 
Murphy said Todd admitted to grab-
bing the gun and putting it in the 
woman’s satchel. 

Robberies reported near Mag Mile, 
on Lake Red Line platform

Chicago police are investigating 
two recent robberies in the down-
town area – one near the Magnificent 
Mile and the other on a Loop Red Line 
CTA platform.

Most recently, a man mugged a 24-
year-old woman around 11 a.m. April 
26 as she walked on the 100 block of 
E. Grand in Streeterville. The offender 
grabbed the woman’s shoulders, 
took property from her, and then ran 
southbound on Lower Michigan Ave., 
according to police. 

She described the robber as a black 
man in his early- to mid-20’s who 
stands 6’ to 6’-3” tall. He wore a multi-
color sweatshirt, light jeans, and white 
gym shoes.

In the other mugging, a 19-year-
old man reported that a group of five 
men approached him as he stood 
on the Lake Street Red Line platform 
around 9 p.m. April 25.

One of the offenders punched the 
man in his nose and then took his wal-
let and phone before the group fled. 
The victim was taken to Northwestern 
Memorial Hospital in good condition, 
police said.

He said the main offender is a black 

man in his 30’s who stands 5’-6” to 5’-
10” tall and weighs 150-190 lbs. The 
suspect has dreadlocks and wore a 
blue beanie hat with a blue jacket and 
jeans.

Carjacker batters, robs  
Edgewater motorist

An armed man battered, robbed, 
and carjacked a driver in the Edge-
water neighborhood April 30, police 
said. No arrests have been made.

The offender attacked the victim 
from behind as the man got out of his 
car on the 5800 block of N. Kenmore 
around 10:35 p.m., according to Chi-
cago police spokesperson Kellie Bar-
toli.

He pushed the 32-year-old victim, 
demanded money, and struck him 
on the top of his head with a weapon 
that may have been a handgun, Bar-
toli said. The robber went through 
the victim’s pockets, took his wallet, 
phone, and car keys, and then drove 
away with the man’s car.

According to the victim, the robber 
is a black male between 18- and 30-
years-old who stands 5’-10” to 6’ tall, 
and weighs 160 to 175 lbs. He report-
edly wore a black ski mask and a black 
puffy coat.

The stolen car is a blue 2019 Toyota 
Camry bearing a license plate that be-
gins with BG385.

Area 3 detectives are investigating 
the case.

Two charged with Gold Coast  
auto burglaries

Prosecutors have charged two men 
with felony burglary after police al-
legedly saw them breaking into cars 
in the Gold Coast.

Officers in the 18th Police District 
pulled up CPD surveillance camera 
feeds after a 911 caller reported peo-
ple breaking into cars on the first block 
of E. Scott shortly after midnight April 
29, according to police and Assistant 
State’s Attorney James Murphy.

The cops watched as one man 
broke a car window, climbed half-way 
into the vehicle, and emerged with 
stolen property, Murphy said in bond 
court April 30. He then got into the 
passenger side of a black SUV, which 
was driven by another man.

The camera monitors dispatched 
descriptions of the men and their ve-
hicle to patrol officers who spotted an 
SUV driving the wrong way in the 900 
block of N. Lake Shore Dr. a few min-
utes later, Murphy said.

Police pulled the car over and offi-
cers in the camera room identified the 
occupants as the car burglars, accord-
ing to Murphy. A total of four vehicles 
were burglarized, according to a CPD 
media statement.

Prosecutors charged Willis Baker, 
38, with felony burglary and misde-
meanor criminal trespass to vehicles. 
Murphy said Baker previously served 
prison time for residential burglary in 
2008 and possession of a stolen mo-
tor vehicle.

Judge Susana Ortiz released him 
on his own recognizance.

Larry McGee, 50, is charged with 
felony burglary, misdemeanor theft 
and driving on a suspended license. 
Prosecutors said his criminal history 
includes five drug-related felony con-
victions and three misdemeanor con-
victions. Ortiz also released him on his 
own recognizance.

River North car thefts
Police say there has been a rash 

of motor vehicle thefts on the Gold 
Coast and in River North. In each of 
the incidents, the victims’ vehicle is 
parked, unoccupied, and running 
with the keys in the ignition when an 
offender will approach and enter the 
vehicle while the driver is away. The 
offender will then drive off with vic-
tim vehicle from the scene.

Incidents include one on the 600 
block of N. State St., April 10, in the 
evening hours; 200 block of W. Erie St., 
April 16, in the evening hours;  0-100 
block of W. Illinois St., April 23, in 
the evening hours; 0-100 block of W. 
Grand Ave., April 23, in the evening 
hours, and the 1100 block of N. State 
St., April 24, in the afternoon hours. 

The offenders is described as a 
male, African American, 20-25 years 
of age. 

Woman dead, husband detained 
after domestic altercation  
in Uptown

An Uptown woman has died fol-
lowing a domestic altercation in her 
Uptown apartment last week, accord-
ing to the Cook County Medical Ex-
aminer’s Office and Chicago police.

Isabel Rosin, 26, was pronounced 

dead by doctors at Weiss Hospital 
shortly after 6 a.m. April 29. An au-
topsy is scheduled.

Rosin has worked as a supervi-
sor at LensCrafters and graduated 
from DePaul Univ., according to her 
LinkedIn page.

Police responded to Rosin’s 
home on the 1200 block of W. Car-
men around 2:50 p.m. Tuesday after 
a man who identified himself as her 
husband called 911 to report that 
she had died, according to emer-
gency dispatch records.

A CPD spokesperson said her in-
juries were received during “a do-
mestic-related altercation.”

Rosin was unconscious when po-
lice arrived. An officer said she had 
been “suffocated.”

Police took a man into custody 
at Rosin’s apartment. Charges are 
pending against him. Officers exe-
cuted a search warrant at her home 
around 3 a.m. Wednesday.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com

Kimberly Todd Darryl Young

A Northwest Side man who crashed 
into a CTA bus April 30 had a loaded 
rifle next to him, more than 10,000 
rounds of ammunition in his trunk, 
and an “anti-government manifesto” 
written in Polish, said prosecutors.

Lukasz Strok, 29, was southbound 
on Clark St. around 4:20 a.m. when he 
ran three red 
lights and col-
lided with the 
bus at Wash-
ington St., ac-
cording to the 
state’s allega-
tions. The bus 
driver suffered 
two broken 
legs when she 
crashed into a 
bank building, police said. Two of her 
three passengers were treated at area 
hospitals. 

Police found a loaded Smith & 
Wesson rifle with a loaded magazine 
“accessible to the driver” along with 
10,000 rounds of ammunition and the 
alleged manifesto in Strok’s trunk, an 
assistant state’s attorney said Friday. 
Police said he admitted to “blowing a 
red light and hitting a bus,” but Strok’s 
attorney denied any such statements 
had been made.

The FBI Joint Terrorism Task Force 

Man who crashed into CTA bus  
had rifle, 10K rounds of ammo,  

and ‘anti-government manifesto’

Lukasz Strok

responded to the scene and later 
questioned Strok, according to 
statements made in bond court.

Prosecutors charged Strok with 
felony unauthorized use of a weap-
on and misdemeanor counts of  
DUI, reckless driving, and operating 
a vehicle without insurance.

Strok, who allegedly has a Fire-
arm Owner’s ID card but does not 
hold a concealed carry license, pur-
chased the rifle in Hoffman Estates 
on April 1.

He was treated and released for 
minor injuries after the crash. Pros-
ecutors said he declined to take a 
blood alcohol test, but blood drawn 
at the hospital had an alcohol con-
tent of .07, which is one-hundredth 
of a point below the legal limit.

Prosecutors said he currently has 
a weapons charge pending in Mich-
igan and prosecutors said he was 
charged with threatening to blow 
up Taft High School in 2009, but 
those charges were later dropped.

A public defender said Strok 
denies the allegations against him 
and the so-called manifesto is “fic-
tion from the internet.”

Judge Susana Ortiz set bail for 
Strok at $250,000. He will need to 
post a deposit bond of $25,000 to 
go free before trial.

Willis Baker Larry McGee

Police last week solved a Lakev-
iew comic store burglary that was 
captured on surveillance cameras in 
March. And they can thank the thief’s 
guilty conscience for helping them 
clear the case.

During the March 8 break-in at Gra-
ham Crackers, 3162 N. Broadway, vid-
eo footage showed a prowler walking 
around the store as he called a friend 
for advice on what he should steal. 

“I’m in this store,” he was heard 
saying. “I need to know… Marvels, all 
kinds of sh#t.” He asked the person 
on the other end to wake up a female 
who apparently knows more about 
comics than he does. “Wake her up. 
I’m in this b#tch.”

The burglar eventually selected 
Magic Cards, a TV, a KISS Starchild fig-
ure, a Bart Simpson bank, and a few 
other items, store manager John Rob-

Lakeview burglar arrested  
after he returns to apologize

inson said.
As with most random break-ins, 

detectives didn’t get much traction 
as they looked at the case. Then, 
last Wednesday, they got a phone 
call from the store manager. The 
burglar had just walked into the 
store to apologize.

“He felt guilty,” a prosecutor said 
in bond court Friday. The burglar 
even brought back the store’s sto-
len iPad.

Cops arrested Derrick Jones, 31, 
and prosecutors charged him with 
felony burglary. Judge Susana Ortiz 
released him on his own recogni-
zance.

Jones admitted to breaking into 
the store, according to detectives. 
He has two felony and three mis-
demeanor convictions in his past, 
prosecutors said.
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / 24 HOURS A DAY
8 BAY SELF-SERVICE

2 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC
5450 N. DAMEN  (at Rascher)         

BEST KEPT SECRET
SUPER CAR WASH 

With residents going through 
more Clorox wipes than ever 
these days due to the fear of the 
COVID-19 virus, many of the 
used wipes are now ending up in 
the wrong place. 

This photo shows perhaps the 
mother of all clogged sinks, this 
is a massive clog of so called 
flushable wipes that were thrown 
down the drains. 

These wipes snag on any imper-
fection in sewer pipes, catch pass-
ing debris and grease, and create 
a “ball” that will grow to plug the 
pipe. They clog your home pipes, 
the city sewer pipes and most ul-
timately jam our wastewater recy-
cling plants, causing us millions 
of dollars in damage and delays. 

Flushing wipes, paper towels 
and similar products down toilets 
will clog sewers and cause back-
ups and overflows at wastewater 
treatment facilities, creating an 
additional public health risk in 
the midst of the coronavirus pan-

The ‘mother of all clogged sinks’
demic. 

Chicago wastewater treatment 
facilities are now reporting issues 
with their sewer management col-
lection systems. The city is ask-
ing residents to not discard wipes 
in the toilet, but instead to throw 
them in the trash to avoid backups 
and overflow. A majority of urban 
centers are on centralized sew-
age collection systems depend on 
gravity and enough water flow to 
move along human waste and bio-
degrable toilet paper.

Wipes are among the leading 
causes of sewer system backups, 
impacting sewer system and treat-
ment plant pumps and treatment 
systems.  Many spills go to our 
lakes, rivers, and oceans where 
they have broad ranging impacts 
on public-health and the environ-
ment. Preventing sewer spills is 
important, especially during this 
COVID-19 emergency, for the 
protection of public health and 
the environment.

The Quality Cleaners

773-348-5510 • 3000 N. Broadway

We clean boots
We can clean and sanitize UGG® boots  
and other brandname  
sheepskin fashion footwear

This massive clog of so-called flushable wipes were thrown down the 
drains and then pulled out of the system downstream.

By Jim Vail

It seems the rich do it all the 
time in this city - ask for a hand-
out from the government pleading 
poverty while on top of a tall pile 
of assets and cash.

The private Latin School in the 
Gold Coast, which charges about 
$35,000 for its annual tuition, ap-
plied for a federal stimulus loan 
because of the current coronavirus 
crisis. They have annual revenue 
topping $55 million, and boast 
some of the most blue-blooded, 
one-percenter supporters in town.

The school has not returned 
the tuition money it took from its 
students despite conducting on-
line classes, according to Chicago 
Crain’s Business.

The Latin School told Crain’s 
in an emailed statement that they 
are seeking the bailout to mini-
mize the disruption of the pan-
demic to their students, families 
and employees and “ensure the 
stability of the school in the long 
term.”

“Given the uncertainty of the 
situation, we took all appropriate 
steps including seeking support 
through the Paycheck Protection 
Program loan (PPP) program,” 
Latin School Head Randall Dunn 
wrote. The emergency program 
gives loans up to $10 million, 

Wealthy Latin private school  
asks for PPP bailout funds

which can be converted to grants 
after two months if they keep em-
ployees on the payroll.

As of a list published on April 
16 by the SBA, all totaled Illinois 
has received 69,893 PPP loans 
totaling nearly $16 billion. Latin 
School did not say how much 
they were seeking or may have 
received. 

Many small businesses such as 
cafes, restaurants and hair salons 
in the city have been forced to 
shut down, having received no re-
lief from the city, while corporate 
competitors like Potbelly received 
a $10 million rescue loan. While 
initially ignoring heavy criticism, 

the sandwich chain finally backed 
down and said it would return the 
federal aid.

Recently Harvard Univ. an-
nounced it would turn down al-
most $9 million in federal corona-
virus relief, a day after President 
Donald Trump excoriated the 
wealthy Ivy League school over 
taxpayer money it stood to re-
ceive. Harvard has a $40 billion 
endowment.  Stanford and Princ-
eton universities also rejected the 
federal funding amid the growing 
scrutiny. 

According to Crain’s, the Lat-

Shop owner puts business on pause, 
returns to nursing

by Edgevillebuzz.com

As business owners struggle 
to cope with the current COVID-
19 crisis, they are searching for 
ways to survive while under the 
shutdown order. One Edgewater 
bakery owner however, has de-
cided to step away from her store 
temporarily and return to her pre-
vious profession of 22 years as 
a nurse in order to help care for 
those struggling with the deadly 
virus.

When Edge of Sweetness, 6034 
N. Broadway, opened a few years 
back, Kate Merrill took a gamble 
and followed her dreams to be-
come a local business owner. She 
became an instant hit as a full ser-
vice bakery and cafe that serves 
up homemade baked goods, cof-
fees, and teas while also offering 
a commercial shared kitchen that 
food-related businesses can rent.

That success came to an abrupt 
halt once the COVID-19 took 
hold in Chicago leaving local 
storefronts closed, employees 
out of work, and owners scram-
bling to make ends meet. As the 
number of coronavirus cases and 
deaths rose daily, Merrill decided 
to take a break from the business 
and return to her previous profes-
sion as a nurse.

It was a decision that put Mer-
rill directly into a job that is now 
a very risky profession. 

In a detailed and emotional 
Edge of Sweetness Facebook 
post, she not only explained her 
motives but also gave a plea to the 
public to heed the precautions put 
out by health officials in the fight 

against the virus.
“To be honest I had no desire to 

return to nursing,” Merrill said. “I 
am enjoying running my business 
and learning how to lead my team. 
I knew it was the right thing to do 
because people needed help and I 
could provide that 
help. That’s just 
who I am, if I live 
within my values 
I am okay with 
whatever hap-
pens.”

Her online post 
revealed a bit of 
her daily rou-
tine as a nurse on 
the front lines at 
Chicago’s Mount 
Sinai Hospital. 
It gave an honest 
look into the in-
stitution and the 
critical work its employees per-
form every day.

Her words describe the isolat-
ed time that patients experience 
while in the ICU and the unbe-
lievable toll the virus takes on 
their bodies. According to Mer-
rill, ICU patients are usually on 
ventilators with multiple drips of 
life-saving medications. As the 
weakest under hospital care start 
to experience organ failure, pro-
cedures such as a daily dialysis to 
help the kidneys properly func-
tion are performed.

“This illness is unpredictable 
with a very quick decline and they 
go hard, not responding like they 
‘typically’ should to treatment,” 
Merrill wrote. “As frontline care-
givers we witness this illness at 

its worst, we speak with the dis-
traught families, comfort the pa-
tients and collaborate to do all we 
can. I empathize with everyone 
suffering with the novel Coronavi-
rus, families, friends and patients 
alike, the psychological toll of the 

unknown makes 
it so much harder 
to handle.”

The medical 
staff gets a front 
seat view to the 
pain the patients 
and their families 
go through dur-
ing the process. It 
is a horrific scene 
that most of us are 
sheltered from as 
we are forced to 
stay at home.

H e a l t h c a r e 
workers are at a 

heightened risk of psychological 
distress as well. The ever increas-
ing number of COVID-19 cases, 
the overwhelming workload, and 
insufficient personal protective 
equipment and drugs, all can lead 
to psychological distress. Many in 
the medical field will experience 
depression, anxiety, insomnia, 
and distress during the crisis. The 
likelihood of these issues increas-
es greatly among women.

The health risks to those on the 
frontline is unimaginable. How-
ever, the dedication of those med-
ical professionals who continue to 
care for others during uncertain 
times is inspirational to say the 
least.

Kate Merrill

nursing see p. 10

A mask collection and distribu-
tion day will be held 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Saturday, May 9, in the park-
ing lot of St. Ita’s Church, 5500 N. 
Broadway. 

Through the citywide drive, 
residents can make and donate 
homemade cloth masks that will 
be provided to homeless shel-
ters, community health clinics, 
and other organizations to pre-
vent outbreaks among the City’s 
most high-risk residents. Under 
state order, all those two years of 

Mask collection  
and give-away Saturday

age and older must wear a mask 
in public when maintaining six 
feet of physical distancing is not 
possible, unless they cannot med-
ically tolerate a face covering. 

Many cloth masks are wash-
able, but some aren’t. Those who 
use them infrequently may reuse 
them as long as they are not dirty 
or damaged.  For more informa-
tion call your local aldermanic 
ward office, or dial 311 with ques-
tions about acquiring/making 
masks for your household.

bailout see p. 10
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cancer.
GOT THE BLUES: Chicago’s famed 

Blues Fest is cancelled for 2020. 
GIBSON’S LOCKDOWN: Kathy 

O’Malley Piccone says requests have 
been heard. The Steakhouse unveiled their 
newest offering: DIY Cocktail Kits. Dirty 
Martinis, Manhattans & Margaritas, oh 
my. Available for delivery and carry-out.

TOP CHIC: Longtime fashion mod-
el and wildlife adventurer now has a new 
book out. Helen Martin, a well-known 
beauty around Chicago runways has penned 
“High Fashion, High Adventure,” an insid-
ers look at style and elegance in Chicago 
and the world. Several photos from the 
late great Victor Skrebneski are included. 
Martin was a collaborator and established 
favorite in that famed studio. 

CONGRATULATIONS: NBC TV 
and Silver Lining Foundation’s Dr. Sandy 
Goldberg and husband, Greg  Heinz, just 
received the best news ever. They are to be 
great grandparents in October.

LOCKDOWN QUACK: For Jim Kin-
ney and Brian White the Moveable Feast 
continues in their little hall between the liv-
ing room and the library. It has a window 
to look out. So they donned their hunting 
outfits with blaze orange vests and tracked 
down a duck from The Duck Inn in Bridge-

port! And so it continues.
LOCKDOWN SOCIETY: Writer Sher-

rill Bodine is channeling her Grandmoth-
er’s Sunday dinners of chicken, mashed 
potatoes, green beans, baking powder bis-
cuits, banana cream pie, but this time from 
Cheesecake Factory Skokie. She may have 
lost her twang but she’ll will never lose 
her love of her Southern cooking, learned 
growing up in Mud Lick, Kentucky, or 
her love of sharing… Courtney G. Pitt is 
channeling her Southern roots at breakfast 
by making homemade biscuits and sausage 
gravy, so no need to eat for the rest of the 
day… Mark Olley has had the slow cooker 
out and creating scrumptious pot roast… 
sailing skipper Kevin Ryan in California 
says the road to survival is a choice martini 
and oysters (who could argue with that?)… 
Cathy Bell Bartholomay has her 19 and 
17-year-old sons, Joey and Charley, at 
home from school, so she is trying to spice 
up the regular flow of ideas and opinions 
with movie night, “topic of the day” and 
dinner table debates, but now she and hus-
band, Bill Bartholomey, Jr., have polished 
off their best college skills for a games of 
“water pong,” based on the popular beer 
pong  game played at universities, what 
a lively place… Paul R Iacono says the 
secret to great quarantine cuisine is carb-
free lemon risotto with asparagus, peas 
and parmesan. The ultimate comfort food. 

(Kidding about the carb-free part)… col-
umn fan George Rutkowski startled to say 
the least, when he walked out of his house 
only to find the Oscar Meyer Weinermobile 
and the Planter Peanutmobile both parked 
outside his door… Stephanie Leese Em-
rich is one with the lawn in a Zen moment. 
No phones, no Zoom. Alone with thoughts 
and plenty of ideas. One, as the earth turns 
herself into Spring… powerhouse attorney 
Ken Moll enjoys a home-trim from stylist 
Mary Claire Scorsone Moll and is look-
ing good… and we are all grateful for sage 
Lockdown advice from Irene Michaels, 
“Use the good dishes.” 

MASTERPIECE: Artist Rosemary 
Fanti has done it again creating a superb 
portrait of Edward B. Stein, Commodore 
Emeritus of the Columbia Yacht Club Chi-
cago, commemorating his 100th birthday, 
bringing to life the words of Henry David 
Thoreau. “The sail, the play of its pulse so 
like our own lives: so thin and yet so full of 
life, so noiseless when it labors hardest, so 
noisy and impatient when least effective.”

LOCKDOWN MODEL: Fashion de-
signer Lauren Lein, delighting in her son, 
Andrew Santos— modeling one of her 
latest faux snakeskin face masks during 
the college hiatus.

LOCKDOWN SHOUTOUT: To every-
one at Ralph Lauren Bar & Grill. Your cus-
tomers, your friends, have separation anxi-
ety in this pandemic from the cozy home 
you make for us all. Your many kindnesses 
and welcoming hospitality is a great gift in 

our lives. Hope we will be back together 
soon. Let us know how you are. Send a 
photo. Peter Axelsen’s recent photo was a 
happy reminder of better days to come.

LOCKDOWN VOWS: The Drake Ho-
tel’s Shaun Rajah is excited to announce 
that he’s been certified to legally officiate 
weddings.

GIDDY-UP: Chicago’s horse-drawn car-
riage industry will cease operations Jan. 1, 
2021 as per the Chicago City Council who 
brought the controversial tourist attraction, 
wedding delight and prom date favorite to a 
close. Gone will be those country fragranc-
es around the Water Tower and Boul Mich 
and the frequent congestion in the Gold 
Coast from slow moving nags and their 
road apple mayhem in the 42nd Ward. 

TUFANO’S TRIUMPH: Longtime 
old-style neighborhood favorite trattoria, 
Tufano’s, AKA “Joey’s,” on Vernon Park 
Place, closed for the Lockdown, the first 
time in 90 years, will now be open for 
CARRY OUTS ONLY with curbside ser-
vice,   Thursday -Sunday 4 to 8 p.m. Now 
you’re talking. Photographer John Reilly 
will be thrilled. He loves the gelato. Best 
wishes to Joe Di Buono and the team, call 
312-733-3393.

One never notices what has been done; 
one can only see what remains to be 
done. - Marie Curie

tog515@gmail.com
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
LOWELL HOUSE CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION 
Plaintiff,
-v.-
TRINITY GREEN LLC-88 W SCHILLER
Defendants
19 CH 10492 
88 W. SCHILLER ST, #1001 
CHICAGO, IL 60610 
NOTICE OF SALE
      PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered 
in the above cause on January 14, 2020, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on May 28, 2020, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO, IL, 60606, sell 
at a public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth 
below, the following described real estate:
      Commonly known as 88 W. SCHILLER ST, 
#1001, CHICAGO, IL 60610    
 Property Index No. 17-04-209-043-1008
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $60,897.28.
       Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close of the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks 
will be accepted.  The balance, including the Judi-
cial Sale fee for the Abandoned Residential Prop-
erty Municipality Relief Fund, which is calculated 
on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each 
$1,000 or fraction thereof of the amount paid by the 
purchaser not to exceed $300, in certified funds/or 
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. 
No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the 
residential real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the 
sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or oth-
er lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose 
rights in and to the residential real estate arose prior 
to the sale. The subject property is subject to gener-
al real estate taxes, special assessments, or special 
taxes levied against said real estate and is offered 
for sale without any representation as to quality or 
quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and 
in “AS IS” condition. The sale is further subject to 
confirmation by the court.
      Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the 
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
      The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
      If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than 

ENCE BRAUDY CARL SANDBURG VILLAGE 
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION NO. 2; ANDREW 
BRAUDY, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS AN  INDEPEN-
DENT EXECUTOR OF THE ESTATE OF  FLOR-
ENCE MARY BRAUDY; MICHAEL BRAUDY; 
ESTATE  OF FLORENCE MARY BRAUDY; UN-
KNOWN OWNERS AND NONRECORD CLAIM-
ANTS;
Defendants,
17 CH 11777
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered 
in the above entitled cause Intercounty Judicial 
Sales Corporation will on Tuesday, June 9, 2020 
at the hour of 11 a.m. in their office at 120 West 
Madison Street, Suite 718A, Chicago, Illinois, sell 
at public auction to the highest bidder for cash, as 
set forth below, the following described mortgaged 
real estate:
P.I.N. 17-04-207-086-1022.
Commonly known as 1460 North Sandburg Ter-
race, Apartment 2501, Chicago, IL 60610.
The mortgaged real estate is improved with a 
condominium residence. The purchaser of the 
unit other than a mortgagee shall pay the assess-
ments and the legal fees required by subdivisions 
(g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 9 of the Condominium 
Property Act
Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance, 
by certified funds, within 24 hours. No refunds. The 
property will NOT be open for inspection.
For information call Law Clerk at Plaintiff's Attor-
ney, The Wirbicki Law Group, 33 West Monroe 
Street, Chicago, Illinois 60603. (312) 360-9455. 
W17-0668
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3150319
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Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad  

For 3 Consecutive Weeks 
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).  If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
      IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
      For information, Thomas M. Olson, KOVITZ 
SHIFRIN NESBIT Plaintiff's Attorneys, 175 N. Ar-
cher Avenue, Mundelein, IL, 60060 (847) 537-0500. 
Please refer to file number CLOW001/39010.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
Thomas M. Olson
KOVITZ SHIFRIN NESBIT
175 N. Archer Avenue
Mundelein IL, 60060
847-537-0500
E-Mail: tolson@ksnlaw.com
Attorney File No. CLOW001/39010
Attorney Code. 38862
Case Number: 19 CH 10492
TJSC#: 40-1006
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 19 CH 10492

060606

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
BAYVIEW LOAN SERVICING LLC; 
Plaintiff,
vs. 
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF FLOR-

maybe from p. 2

Dr. Sandy Goldberg and husband, 
Greg  Heinz.

Helen Martin’s HIgh Fashion. Ken Moll and Mary Claire Scor-
sone Moll.

(Left) Edward Stein with artist Rosemary Fanti. (Right) Painting of Columbia Yacht 
Club’s Edward Stein.

The purpose of Merrill’s letter is not to 
scare us but to show why the procedures 
in place are so dire at this time. She re-
minds us not to visit with anyone over the 
age of 60 or are immunocompromised (un-
less absolutely necessary), social distance, 
wear clean gloves and masks when needed, 
clean and sanitize, cover your mouth and 
nose, and reach out for help when needed.

“I wanted our community of custom-
ers to know why I was putting nursing in 
front of my business, which is my passion 
and my dream,” Merrill explained. “I was 
also terrified of potential effects of an out-
break in our neighborhood with so many 
longtime residents here. Edgewater is a 
wonderfully supportive community and I 
didn’t want them to put themselves in dan-

ger in order to support me because they 
feared we would close. I was there to sup-
port them and they were there to support 
me, the risk was too much. I want people 
to stay healthy, keep safe and take precau-
tions, it is just good practice.”

Merrill wants to remind the community 
that Edge of Sweetness is still performing 
weekly stock up sales and corporate and 
personal shipping. When not at the hos-
pital, she is working remotely on growth 
strategies, providing leadership and men-
toring her team of employees who have 
been able to come back part-time thanks 
to a PPP loan.

Merrill shared a quote from a friend, 
“This is a great time to be good.” From 
your neighbors to you, thanks for all your 
goodness Kate.

nursing from p. 9

in school community was divided over 
whether such a wealthy private school with 
a large endowment should seek money in-
tended for small businesses hurt by the 
crisis.

Francis Parker Elementary School, 330 
W. Webster, in Lincoln Park, which also 
charges high tuition as a private school, 
told the media it would not seek a federal 
bailout because they understand that mon-
ey is badly needed by the small businesses 
struggling to survive.

“While Parker will feel the impacts of 
COVID-19 as a community, as an insti-
tution with ongoing revenue and a robust 

endowment, we will make it through this 
challenging time,” a Parker spokesperson 
wrote. “Other small businesses and non-
profits may not - and those organizations 
will need the limited PPP resources more 
than we do.”

Latin has not been shy to use its wealth 
and clout to get government favors. They 
twice tried to seal a deal with the Chicago 
Park District to privatize a part of Lincoln 
Park so they would have almost exclusive 
rights to a soccer field that they would help 
pay to construct. Protest erupted once de-
tails of the public-private partnership were 
revealed and eventually squashed by a 
judge.

bailout from p. 9
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Service Directory/Classifieds To place an ad, call 773.465.9700 
E-mail: insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com 
Deadline: 5pm Mondays

First Impressions Count!
SHOE SHINE DIRECT

Simple...

FREE  
Pick-Up & 
Delivery

• We’ll Pick-Up Your Shoes
• We’ll Clean Them
• We’ll Shine Them
• We’ll Call, Text or Email  

When They’re Ready &  
Deliver Them Back to You!

Call 773-307-2154
or 773-392-3388

SHOE 
MAINTENANCE

PLUMBING

773-724-9272
jblantonplumbing.com

5126 N. Ravenswood Ave.

We’re Local & Offer 24-Hour 
Emergency Service. 

Best Warranties in the Industry!

Let Our Family  
Take Care of Yours   

With Any PLUMBING,  
DRAIN or SEWER NUISANCE!

CLASSIFIEDS
Adoption

Pregnant? Considering Adoption?  We help with food, 
housing, medical, counseling, etc.  You can relocate.  
Choose adoptive family for your baby.  We’re friendly, 
caring, completely confidential. Call 866-621-0933

Pregnant? Maybe Adoption? Living Expenses Paid. 
Nationwide Agency. Talk With Us 24/7. 866-716-
3041. Online Chat. Online Application. www.onetrue-
gift.com. Text 515-778-2341.

Auctions
State of Illinois Surplus Property Online Auction - 
WEEKLY auctions throughout the year! Equipment, 
watches, boats, vehicles, knives, jewelry and much 
more... iBid.illinois.gov

Auto Donations
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Autos Wanted
CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!  All Makes/Models 
2002-2019! Any Condition. Running or Not. Top 
$$$ Paid! Free Towing! We’re Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-985-1806

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! Junk, high-end, 
totaled - it doesn’t matter! Get free towing and same 
day cash! NEWER MODELS too! Call 1-844-294-
2531

Business Opportunities
America’s #1 Home Based Business! Up to $20k/
mo. Perfect for Introverts, Never Call Anyone, Text 
“INFO” 800-343-6297 or Call for Prerecorded Msg

Cars For Sale
1998 Dodge RV V2500 V8, 318CID, 120K miles, 
lots of new, some rust. Needs front bumper $6998. 
Call John 773-818-0808

Collectibles
POSTAGE STAMP SHOW Westin Hotel 400 Park 
Blvd Itasca IL November 22-24 Hours Fri  Sat 10-6 
Sun 10-4 Free Parking and Admission Info at www.
Chicagopex.org

Commercial Space
Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 700 sq. 
ft.; 1,000 sq. ft. & 1,100 sq. ft. Three-year lease @ 
$15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven funds. 
773-772-0808 please leave message.

Education
AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME 
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH.  FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE.  CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING – Get FAA Tech-
nician certification. Approved for military benefits.  
Financial Aid if qualified. Job placement assistance. 
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-453-
6204

Help Wanted. Paid Daily. No Experience Needed. 
Full Details Go To: www.BestEasyWork.com/
bamidan

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train at 
home for a career as a Medical Office Professional 
at CTI! 1-833-766-4511 AskCTI.com 

Education/Career Training
AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands 
on Aviation training. Financial Aid for qualified stu-
dents - Career placement assistance. CALL Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

Employment - Drivers
FALL INTO A GREAT NEW CAREER AT TTI! 
$1600 Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS 
*Flatbed *Step Deck *Van *LTL Reefer. Pay is 26% 
Gross Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile Van/
Reefer. Full benefits w/FREE Health & Life Insur-
ance, 6 paid Holidays, + Industry leading Driver 
Bonus Program! Must have Class A CDL. Call Ruth 
or Mike at TTI Inc. 1-800-222-5732 Apply online 
ttitrucking.com

WARM UP WITH A NEW CAREER AT TTI! $1600 
Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS *Flatbed  
*Step Deck  *Van  *LTL Reefer.  Pay is 26% Gross 
Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile Van/Reefer. Full 
benefits w/FREE Health & Life Insurance, 6 paid 
Holidays + Industry leading Driver Bonus Program! 
Must have Class A CDL. Call Ruth or Mike at TTI 
Inc 1-800-222-5732  Apply online ttitrucking.com

Financial
ARE YOU BEHIND $10K OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits, 
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 855-849-6790

For Sale
Blueberries - Certified Organic - Seasonal U-Pick 
and Pre-Picked, Year-round frozen - Clean fields, 
easy picking, Northwest Indiana, easy access off 
80/90. Check us out at www.BlueberryRanch.com

Gun/Hunting Gear
GUN SHOW: October 11-13. Union Grove Fair-
grounds, 19805 Durand Ave, Union Grove, WI. Fri 
3-8pm, Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. 9am-3pm. $7 (under 14 
FREE) Buy/Sell, 608-752-6677 www.bobandrocco.
com

Health
FARMERS, LANDSCAPERS or GARDENERS, 
did you or a loved one use Roundup Weed Killer 
and were diagnosed with NON-HODGKINS LYM-
PHOMA (Cancer)?  You may be entitled to com-
pensation.  Call Attorney Charles Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

Health/Fitness
GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-889-5515

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates, 
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is 
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares. 
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

Help Wanted/Employment
Bookkeepers: 12 mo. exp. in bookkeeping or related 
req.  Mail Resume to: Manning & Silverman Ltd. , 
Attn: HR- 175 Olde Half Day Road, Ste. 290, Lin-
colnshire,  IL 60069.

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED at Ste-
vens Transport! Earn $1000 per week! Paid CDL 
Training! No experience needed! 1-844-452-4121 
drive4stevens.com

$500+ Paid Daily The Easy Way. Go To: www.Paid-
DailyGroup.com

Home Improvements
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates!  We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-
home consultation: 888-912-4745

Leafguard is the only one piece gutter system guar-
anteed to never clog, get a jump on Fall and Save 
75% on installation and receive $500 for your old 
ladder! Call 1-800-216-0539
NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call Empire TodayÆ to 
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 844-220-6034

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the 
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

Janitorial
Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON 
AREAS CLEANING• OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING • POWER WASHING - SNOW 
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.generalcleaningchicago.com

Legal Services
NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE referral to an at-
torney! Call the Illinois State Bar Association Illinois 
Lawyer Finder The advice you need 877-270-3855 
or https://www.isba.org/public/ illinoislawyerfinder

Medical Misc.
Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates, 
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is 
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares. 
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

Miscellaneous
ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS!  Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery.  
Only 2.8 pounds. FREE information kit. Call 877-
929-9587

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior 
living referral service. Contact our trusted, local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-844-722-7993

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim?  Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323! 
FREE Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide 
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Attention all Homeowners in jeopardy of Foreclo-
sure? We can help stop your home from foreclo-
sure. The Foreclosure Defense helpline can help 
save your home. The Call is absolutely free. 1-855-
516-6641.

AT&T Internet. Get More For Your High-Speed In-
ternet Thing. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
Includes 1 TB of data per month. Ask us how to 
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. Call 
us today 1-833-707-0984

AT&T INTERNET Plus DIRECTV Only $89.99/
month! 155+ Channels plus super high speed 
Internet! Free NFL Sunday ticket! Free HD DVR 
!  Stream 1000’s of free shows and movies! 877-
541-0009

Become a Published Author. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book manuscript submissions currently 
being reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion and Distribution Call 
for Your Free Author’s Guide 1-877-626-2213

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 
1-855-404-2366

Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-909-
9905 18+.

Cross country Moving, Long distance Moving Com-
pany, out of state move $799 Long Distance Mov-
ers. Get Free quote on your Long distance move. 
1-844-452-1706

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for [350+ ] proce-
dures. Real dental insurance -NOT just a discount 
plan. [Don’t wait!] Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-877-308-2834 
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet #6258

Denied Social Security Disability? Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed for SSD and denied, our attorneys can 
help get you approved! No money out of pockets! 
Call 1-866-376-3163

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may 
qualify for a substantial cash award. NO obligation, 
NO risk! We’ve recovered millions. Let us help you!! 
Call 24/7, 855-845-8269

DIRECTV - Switch and Save! $39.99/month. Se-
lect All-Included Package. 155 Channels. 1000s of 
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR 
Upgrade. Premium movie channels, FREE for 3 
mos! Call 1-855-781-1565

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY $19.95/month. Call Today 
for $100 Gift Card! Best Value & Technology. FREE 
Installation. Call 1-855-837-9146 (some restrictions 
apply)

Miscellaneous, cont.
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-402-0373

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-889-5515

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 Channels & 
1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand (w/SELECT 
All Included Package.) PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE 
Screens Simultaneously at No Addt l Cost. Call DI-
RECTV 1-855-781-1565

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DIRECTV Choice 
All-Included Package. $59.99/month for 12 months. 
185 Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies 
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call 
1-855-781-1565 or satellitedealnow.com/cadnet

Get a SMARTPHONE for $0 DOWN* with AT&T 
Next® and AT&T Next Every Year;  $250 Gift Card 
for Switching to AT&T! (*Requires well-qualified 
credit. Limits & restrictions apply.) 1-888-545-5093

HARRIS 5 MINUTE BED BUG KILLER! Fast, Effec-
tive Treatment. Available: Hardware Stores, Home 
Depot, homedepot.com

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing aid for just $75 down 
and $50 per month! Call 800-426-4212 and mention 
88272 for a risk free trial! FREE SHIPPING!

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps starting at 
$49.99/mo! Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in!  FREE Stan-
dard Installation for lease customers! Limited Time, 
Call 1-855-973-9254

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in industrial, 
construction, manufacturing jobs, or military may be 
the cause. Family in the home were also exposed. 
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@breakingin-
jurynews.com. $30 billion is set aside for asbestos 
victims with cancer. Valuable settlement monies 
may not require filing a lawsuit.

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat. Meet 
singles right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 
NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.

!! OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER, 
MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR 
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 888-609-2189

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION! World 
Health Link. Price Match Guarantee! Prescriptions 
Required. CIPA Certified. Over 1500 medications 
available. CALL Today For A Free Price Quote. 
1-855-530-8993 Call Now!

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for 
$99.97/mo. Fastest Internet. 100 MB per second 
speed. Free Primetime on Demand. Unlimited 
Voice. NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-652-9304 or 
visit http://tripleplaytoday.com/national

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the 
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-481-3969 or 
visit www.walkintubquote.com/national

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE STAIRS**  Give 
your life a lift with an ACORN STAIRLIFT!  Call now 
for $250 OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE DVD 
& brochure!  1-866-471-1334

Two great new offers from AT&T Wireless! Ask how 
to get the Next Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e 
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T’s Buy one, Give 
One. While supplies last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or 
www.freephonesnow.com//cadnet

• Welder Generator

• Rodding Machine Tools

• Rigid Threading Machine

• Tank Torch Set

• Cutting Torch Tank Set     

• Woodworking Tools

TOOL  
LIQUIDATION

101supplyok@gmail.com

RECYCLED • CHEAP

773-818-0808

Miscellaneous, cont.
Use RoundUp Weedkiller? Non-Hodgkin’s Lym-
phoma, Multiple Myeloma, and  Leukemia may 
result from RoundUp exposure.  A recent $2 billion 
judgment was awarded in a RoundUp injury case.  
Call 1-619-493-4791 or email RoundUp@break-
inginjurynews.com and let us begin work on your 
RoundUp case today.

Motorcycles
TOP CASH PAID! FOR OLD MOTORCYCLES! 
1900-1980 Dead or Alive 888-800-1932 or 920-
371-0494

Real Estate For Sale
TENNESSEE LAKEFRONT $34,900 BANK OR-
DERED SALE MASSIVE LAKE Dockable acreage 
on Kentucky Lake. Way under market value. RV 
ready. 888-386-9446 https://tnlandings.com/Of-
fered by Waters Edge Properties Inc - Broker

Recycling
Interested in helping the environment, those less 
fortunate? Recycle Plus, operating since 1990, 
offers recycling service as well as:  Used plastic 
buckets (food grade) various sizes & shapes, card-
board boxes, old lumber, furniture, reusable shop-
ping bags made in Chicago from repurposed fabric. 
Contact Recycle Plus Inc Gary Zuckerman
773-761-5937 or 773-858-1210  Email: 
recycle_plus_chicago@yahoo.com

Sporting Goods
BADGER MILITARY COLLECTIBLE & MILITARY 
FIREARMS SHOW: August 2&3, Waukesha Expo 
Forum, 1000 Northview Rd., Waukesha, WI. Fri 
3pm-8pm, Sat 9am-4pm. $8. 608-752-6677 www.
bobandrocco.com

Training/Education
AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME 
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312

Wanted To Buy
FREON WANTED: We pay CA$H for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. Certi-
fied Professionals. Call 312-598-1758 or visit Refrig-
erantFinders.com

OLD SLOT MACHINES WANTED BY COLLEC-
TOR. ALSO BUYING OLD JUKEBOXES, 10 CENT 
COKE MACHINES AND SMALL ANTIQUE SAFES. 
I PAY CASH AND PICK UP. 314-707-0184. 

Paying Cash For Comics! Top national comic buyer 
will be in your area, paying cash for vintage comics 
(1970 & earlier). Call Will: 866-461-0640

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, 
Co. 80201

AIRLINE CAREERS

CELL 847-749-8227
773-854-9682

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

DADRASS
PAINTING

• FREE ESTIMATES •

KITCHEN & BATH  
REMODELING

DADRASSPAINTING@YAHOO.COM

PAINTING

WALLPAPER  
PAINTING

by David
773-969-0766

&

ASBESTOS/HEALTH

Get FAA approved maintenance training at campuses 
coast to coast. Job placement assistance. 

Financial Aid for qualifying students. Military friendly. 

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance
800-481-7894

AIRLINE 
CAREERS

Lung Cancer?
Asbestos exposure in industrial,

construction, manufacturing jobs, or the
military may be the cause. Family in

the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email

cancer@breakinginjurynews.com.  
$30 billion is set aside for asbestos

victims with cancer. Valuable settlement
monies may not require filing a lawsuit. 

Notice of Public Sale

THE LOCK UP SELF STORAGE  
at 1930 N Clybourn Ave, Chicago, IL 60614  
will sell the contents of the following units t 

o satisfy a lien to the highest bidder  
on 05-26-2020 by 11:00 AM  

at WWW.STORAGETREASURES.COM.   
All goods must be removed from the unit  

within 48 hours.  
Unit availability subject to  

prior settlement of account.

Unit #1038 Tonya Tate
Unit #133   Barton Faist

Subscribe online for only $20 per year
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Evidence suggests that 
loneliness, or social isola-
tion, might be as signifi-
cant a health risk factor as 
smoking, obesity or child-
hood trauma. 

Trish Abbey, a licensed 
clinical social worker and 
executive director of the 
Kott Gerontology Institute, 
will examine the rising in-
cidence of loneliness, its 
physical and emotional 
consequences, and review 
effective prevention and 
intervention during a vir-
tual online meeting 1 p.m. 
Saturday, May 9. 
Participants must regis-

The physical, emotional  
and social costs  

of loneliness
ter for the Zoom meeting 
by May 7 by emailing edge-
w a t e r v i l l a g e c h i c a g o @
gmail.com.

For those who’d rather 
just drink to manage feel-
ings of loneliness, Edgewa-
ter Village will be hosting 
a Quarantini 5 to 6:30 p.m. 
Friday, May 8.
Dress up, fix your fa-

vorite cocktail or mocktail 
and meet up via Zoom for 
conversation and to social-
ize with other Edgewater 
Villagers.  Register by May 
7 at  edgewatervillagechi-
cago@gmail.com.

The Uptown Chamber 
of Commerce’s annual 
State of Uptown luncheon 
with local aldermen and 
others will be held starting 
at noon on Thursday, May 
21 - virtually.

This business-focused 
forum will bring together 

Annual State of Uptown 
luncheon goes virtual

community leaders, busi-
ness owners, and engaged 
neighbors to discuss the 
state of the community, 
city, and local economy. 
Registration information 
will be available soon at 
exploreuptown.org.
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Our Family at Your Service

Call 773-724-9272     jblantonplumbing.com
5126 N. Ravenswood Ave.

We’re Local & Offer 24-Hour 
Emergency Service. 
Best Warranties in the Industry!

Let Our Family  
Take Care of Yours  
With Any PLUMBING,  
DRAIN or SEWER  
NUISANCE!

serve so we can move closer to our goal of 
making Chicago the safest big city in the 
nation,” said Supt. David O. Brown. “This 
expansion demonstrates our commitment 
to seeking justice and bringing closure to 
victims and their families.” 

The expansion is designed to boost the 
effectiveness of the Bureau of Patrol teams 
that work out of the Police Areas, giving 
district commanders more resources and 

accountability. Previously, specialized 
gang and saturation teams operated out 
of the three existing Areas. These teams 
are designed for quick response situations 
and can target large scale criminal activ-
ity across multiple police districts. With 
two more Areas, these teams will be better 
able to blanket the city and safeguard every 
neighborhood.

The opening should make it easier for 
witnesses and victims to meet with detec-
tives. With the new boundaries, CPD be-

district from p. 1

JANITORIAL

773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Choice
BBB A+ Rating 
SNOW REMOVAL 

COMMON AREAS CLEANING
OFFICE CLEANING • CARPET CLEANING  

POWER WASHING

selling out it’s inventory and preparing to 
sell their property now as they realized that 
they can no longer afford to keep this prop-
erty, as their property taxes have skyrock-
eted along with rising property value in the 
neighborhood. The businesses’ income did 
not grow as fast as did the property taxes.

Another small businessman said he was 
struggling with his rent “from the high as-
sessments before coronavirus so recovery 
in the aftermath will be harder,” said Jim-
my Chen, owner of four Poke Burrito loca-
tions in Cook County. “I am grateful for 
Assessor Kaegi’s plans to reassess property 
at a time when restaurants and other small 
businesses need it most, but what happens 
during the next round of assessments?”

“Small businesses are the backbone of 
our economy – we are the friends, families 
and neighbors that make up the fabric of 
county. Will Assessor Kaegi want to help 
us after this crisis is over or stack the cards 
against us like before?”

“This is an unprecedented crisis and 
we’re taking necessary steps to address 
it,” said Cook County Assessor Kaegi. “In 

view of the state and federal governments’ 
declaration of Illinois and Cook County as 
major disaster areas, and the pandemic’s 
toll on markets and property values, we are 
adjusting assessments to reflect this reality. 
To do so for only one portion of the county 
would unfairly shift the tax burden and 
create an inequitable system.”

Cook County is reassessed triennially, 
which means one-third of the county is re-
assessed each year. 

In 2020, the south and west townships 
of Chicago are scheduled to be reassessed 
and this work will continue. While prop-
erties in some south suburban townships 
have already received reassessment notices, 
those which have not will receive notices 
that reflect estimated economic effects of 
COVID-19 on property values.  

The city of Chicago - and North Side - 
will be reassessed in 2021.

But even with his COVID-19 reassess-
ment plan, some commercial property own-
ers still think Assessor Office’s are inaccu-
rate and unfair. In a recent interview with 
WBEZ, Assessor Kaegi admits he plans to 
assess some businesses, like grocery stores 
and self-storage centers, differently than 

reassess from p. 1

Three teenagers carjacked a food deliv-
ery driver at gunpoint May 2 in Uptown, 
police said.

The 51-year-old victim was making a 
delivery around 10:40 p.m. when three 
teenage boys approached him on the 1000 
block of W. Leland. One of the offenders 
displayed a handgun and demanded his car 
keys. After the victim turned over his keys, 
the gunman took the man’s phone from his 
hand and all three offenders sped away in 
his delivery vehicle, according to a CPD 
spokesperson.

Three teens carjack food delivery driver  
at gunpoint in Uptown

A man is in critical condition after be-
ing shot while driving near North Avenue 
Beach shortly after midnight May 3. 

The man, age 22, told police a bullet 
struck him in the abdomen as he was trav-
eling northbound in the 1600 block of N. 
Lake Shore Dr. at 12:10 a.m., police said. 
He said he did not see anyone shoot at him 
and he did not know where the shots came 
from, according to a CPD media release. 

Police said the victim drove himself to 
Weiss Hospital and he was later transferred 

Driver critical after being shot  
near North Ave. Beach

to Advocate Illinois Masonic Medical Cen-
ter with a gunshot wound to his lower left 
side. A bullet hole was seen in his driver’s 
side door.

Detectives last year arrested the man in 
connection with a fatal shooting in the Lo-
gan Square neighborhood, but prosecutors 
did not pursue charges because he claimed 
self-defense.

Area 3 detectives are investigating Sun-
day’s incident.

Hundreds of brightly colored balloons festoon the main entrance to Advocate Illinois Masonic 
Hospital to honor the Heroic Actions of the Health Care Workers who put their lives on the line  
daily for us.                                                                                           Photo by James Matusik

other businesses based on their perceived 
economic stability. These unfair practices 
hurt businesses before COVID-19 and will 
continue to hurt them going forward. 

“The Assessor has one job – to assess 
the fair market value of property. The As-
sessor’s office shouldn’t be trying to make 
judgement calls based on assumptions 
about how well they are doing from afar. 
I would invite him to meet local retail-
ers and explain to them how he believes 
they are “stable” and therefore don’t need 
a reassessment. He isn’t supposed to pick 
winners and losers,” said Maureen Mar-
tino, Executive Director of the Lakeview 
East Chamber of Commerce. “He needs to 
consult property owners, taxpayers, small 
business owners and those of us who have 
most at stake to come up with solutions 
together. We don’t just need change right 

now – we need a promise of reform to the 
commercial and industrial assessment sys-
tem to more confidently reopen our doors 
in the future.”

During his election campaign, Cook 
County Assessor Fritz Kaegi promised to 
reform the assessment system, but those 
reforms ratcheted up property taxes down-
town and on the North Side. The COVID-
19 economic shut down that was forced on 
local businesses by City Hall and Gov. JB 
Pritzker proved to hurt the economy and 
neighborhood businesses even more. And 
with property taxes no longer relating to 
the income a commercial building can gen-
erate, a financial reckoning and real restate 
crash seems to be on the horizon.

Taken was a black 2017 Hyundai Santa 
Fe. It was last seen heading west on Le-
land, then north on Broadway, the spokes-
person said.

All of the robbers were between 14- and 
17-years-old, the victim said. The gunman 
was black, about 5’-10” tall, and 130 lbs. 
He wore a black surgical mask, red sweat-
shirt, and a black hat. The other two car-
jackers were black males wearing black 
sweatshirts and black pants, he said. The 
victim was not injured. Area 3 detectives 
are investigating.

lieves residents will have better access and 
communication with detectives, helping to 
expedite the timeliness of investigations 
while also building stronger community 
relations and restoring trust. 

Increasing the number of Areas will also 
reduce the time it takes detectives to arrive 
on the scene of a shooting or homicide, 
meaning detectives could locate witnesses 
on-scene and lower the risk of contaminat-
ed evidence.

 All five Areas will be fitted with Area 
Technology Centers (ATCs). The ATC 

rooms act as nerve centers for smart po-
licing technology within the Police Areas. 
With these tech centers, detectives are able 
to access surveillance video and gather 
digital evidence more easily. Analysts from 
the University of Chicago Crime Lab also 
work in partnership with the detectives in 
these ATC rooms to help in clearing cases 
more quickly. The new ATCs are being 
funded by philanthropist and Gold Coast 
resident Ken Griffin, who also funded the 
tech hubs in the existing Areas.


