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Your property on the North Side was recently 
reassessed - or soon will be - by the Cook 
County Assessor. This new assessment may 
increase your 2018 taxes. We have 42-years of 
experience in reducing these assessments.

REAL ESTATE  
TAX REDUCTIONS

Call us today 773-941-4949

There is no secret about success.  
Did you ever know a successful man  
who didn’t tell you about it?

— Kin Hubbard

How do you envision the West 
Ridge neighborhood? What ame-
nities do people want? 

Some in West Ridge believe 
they can build a stronger future 
that more fully meets their needs 
and supports an interactive, viable 
and culturally rich community. 

They plan to discuss their ideas 
at a meeting 6 p.m. Thursday 
at the Chicago Public Library, 
Northtown Branch, 6435 N. Cali-
fornia Ave.

On the agenda is how the com-

West Ridge residents to meet  
to talk about their future

munity can pursue sustainable 
and equitable economic develop-
ment for their neighborhood. City 
Planning instructor, Abraham 
Lentner of the Univ. Illinois Chi-
cago, will discuss paths to build-
ing a more engaged community 
and participate in our discussion 
of the improvements some want 
for their neighborhood.

For more information call 312-
744-2292 or write to cwilson@
chipublib.org.

STORY BY BOB KITSOS

It was clear from the attendance 
at the April 26 Volunteer Opportu-
nities Showcase that many people 
are eager to volunteer -- and or-
ganizations are certainly looking 
for individuals who are willing to 
lend a hand and share their skills. 
In fact, with funding shortages, 
very often organizations depend 
on volunteers to keep their opera-
tions running.

The first-time event, co-spon-
sored by Edgewater Village and 
Ald. Harry Osterman [48th], 
brought 21 local agencies to the 
Edgewater Library. The wide 

With a show of hands, audience members indicate to Susan Leinwold that 
they are volunteers. Others in the audience were interested in volunteering 
and later talked with representatives of more than 20 local organizations 
about volunteer opportunities.             Photo courtesy of Edgewater Village

Volunteer showcase offers  
ways to connect to community

range of organizations includes 
those that provide social services, 
address senior issues, including 
isolation and housing, environ-
mental concerns and immigration 
issues such as literacy.  

Participating organizations of-
fered a variety of volunteer ac-
tivities such as tutoring, ushering 
at theaters, serving as a docent, 
talking to seniors one-on-one, ad-
ministrative assistance, pet advo-
cacy and preparing or distributing 
food. (For a list of participating 
organizations, email edgewater-
villagechicago@gmail.com.)

By Patrick Butler

An urban marketing expert, La-
tino community organizer, news-
paper columnist, and a prison 
social worker appeared evenly di-
vided during a recent discussion 
at the City Club of Chicago on the 
value and motives behind the new 
Chicago city ID card.

Michelle Garcia, an Access 
Living organizer working with 
Hispanics and Tanya Head, who 
works with female inmates at 
Cook County Jail, saw the con-
troversial card, also sponsored 
by out-going Ald. Ameya Pawar 
(47th), as a potential ticket out of 
trouble; while the Tribune’s John 
Kass and sometime political tacti-
cian Maze Jackson see it as a new 
electioneering tool for City Hall 
heavyweights and a way to sup-
port and foster illegal voting.

The new card was the idea of 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel, it was 
funded by city taxes, and was 
made available starting last 
week.

Demand was strong and city 

Free city IDs now available,  
but some question the end game

workers had to haul in an extra 
identification printer to a South-
west Side ward office last week 
to help with the crowd of people 
seeking the free city ID cards. The 
city claimed they used specialized 

equipment that reportedly does 
not retain addresses or telephone 
numbers to reassure those who 
may be here illegally that federal 
immigration agents would not be 
able to acquire their data later us-
ing legal means like a subpoena.

Something like this “is badly 
needed” to give released prison-
ers and the homeless, among oth-
ers, at least some documentation 
needed to apply for jobs, health 

care and housing, Garcia and 
Head agreed.

“Sometimes all they have is 
their (jail) release papers,” Head 
said, adding that “everyone needs 
more than that to get a job. They 
need some kind of ID when 
they’re walking around.”

“There’s even [secondary ben-
efits] of people being able to get 
access to library cards, Ventra 
transit, and discounts on medi-
cine and admission to museums,” 
Garcia said.

But political strategist, market-
ing consultant and WVON per-
sonality Maze Jackson, as well 
as former merchant marine sailor, 
ditch digger and current Chicago 
Tribune Columnist John Kass 
were a little more skeptical of the 
motives behind the ID card.

“The only reason we’re here 
discussing this today is because 
Mayor Emanuel is facing a reelec-
tion campaign. It’s a political ploy 
directed at the Latino community 
that blurs the distinction between 

A sample City ID card for City Clerk, 
Anna M. Valencia. Image courtesy 
of City Clerk of Chicago

city id see p. 16

volunteer see p. 16

By Patrick Butler

While some think it would be 
nice to see Chicago get Ama-
zon’s second headquarters and 
its estimated 50,000 jobs, there 
are already plenty of untapped 
economic opportunities here – 
especially in Uptown – local 
business and civic leaders re-
minded each other at a May 2 
luncheon at Furama Restau-
rant, 4936 N. Broadway.

While it might be tempt-
ing to wait for an Amazon 
bonanza, there’s already 
“some very exciting growth 
happening all around the Uptown 
area that will stimulate local com-
merce with or without an expect-
ed $5 billion infusion by what 
is now the world’s largest retail 
operation according to some fi-
nancial experts, Ald. Harry Oster-
man (48th) told the estimated 70 
attendees at the State of Uptown, 
sponsored by Uptown Business 
Partners and Uptown United, a 
chamber of commerce.

Much of the excitement, of 
course, stems from the CTA’s 
improvements on the Red Line 

Uptown’s future will not depend on  
opportunity Amazon HQ may bring

elevated system, which attracts 
about 30% of the riders on the 
CTA’s rapid transit lines, said 
Carole Morey, the rail line’s chief 
planning officer.

“You may have forgotten what 
the Lawrence Ave. train station 
looked like before we started – 

all the chain-linked fences and 
pigeons, lots of pigeons,” said 
Morey.

“This community has become 
a huge beneficiary of Mayor 
Emanuel’s “Red Ahead” program 
which is currently finishing up ex-
tensive renovations in the Wilson, 
Lawrence, and Argyle stations,” 
Morey said, adding that “the Ber-
wyn and Bryn Mawr stations will 
come next in 2020.”

Improvements in the nearly-
century-old elevated station in-
clude two new auxiliary entranc-

es, “seamless” transfers from 
the Red to Purple lines, wider 
stairwells, a new escalator, better 
lighting, and new retail tenants in 
the ground-level station entrance 
in the “Gerber Building,” Morey 
added.

“One of the things we stressed 
in our very first meeting with 
[the Mayor] was the need 
to get this [Wilson] station 
redone,” said Ald. James 
Cappleman [46th] of the just 
completed $203 million com-
plete rebuild. “But I can’t 
stress enough that commu-
nication (between everyone 

involved) was the key to getting 
this done. With the Wilson sta-
tion, it was important to provide 
updates to help businesses plan 
their day, week and month. The 
CTA did an incredible job helping 
with this updating.”

“In a sense, the Wilson (station) 
was like a full-time job. It did 
take a lot of time, but the results 
were worth it,” he said, adding 
that “all the businesses that came 
to me telling me they wanted to 
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“You may have forgotten what 
the Lawrence Ave. train station 
looked like before we started – 

all the chain-linked fences  
and pigeons, lots of pigeons,”  

said Carole Morey.
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312-291-2900 | www.wintrustbank.com

citizen and non-citizen,” Kass said.
Kass and Jackson both argued that the 

only reason the first 100,000 of the ID cards 
will be free is “so the supporters can say 
the program was a success,” with the rest 
of the ID cards going for “maybe $10.”

“One of the purposes of the card is to 
encourage undocumented immigrants to 
come out from the shadows. It can also 
be used to get you a voter ID card,” said 
Jackson.

“Nobody is addressing the 100-pound 
gorilla in the room. I don’t think the aver-
age undocumented immigrant is thinking 
about going out to vote. But this is Chicago 
and I think there are people who would or-
ganize some of the people with those cards 
to go out and vote.”

Indeed in 2016, U.S. Rep Jan Scha-
kowsky’s husband Bob Creamer - a 40-
year Democrat activist - was caught on a 
hidden camera discussing voter fraud and 
his role in planting paid agitators at Repub-
lican campaign events and working with 
Hispanic voter registration.

“It’s clearly aimed at Hispanics, Jackson 

said. “There’s a changing dynamic. We 
know the country is becoming browner. 
We saw (President Lyndon Johnson) do 
the same thing with the 1965 Voting Rights 
Act.  

“It’s the same thing, just the 2018 edi-
tion,” he added.

“What’s in it for the black folks? When 
black folks start talking about their self-in-
terest, then we start being called divisive. 
All we’re doing is asking what’s in it for 
the black community,” Jackson said.

“This has nothing to do with color” but 
only with helping connect Chicago resi-
dents with services, programs and benefits 
regardless of immigration status, residence, 
or gender identity,” Head argued.

But concerns about the possible misuse 
of city ID credential to get voters cards 
haven’t been voiced only in Chicago. Ac-
cording to a story by reporter Jennifer 
Hickey, a “glitch” in Pennsylvania’s driv-
ers’ license system allowed perhaps as 
many as 100,000 non-citizens to register 
to vote when they went for their drivers’ 
licenses.

city id from p. 1

“Volunteering is a great way to make a 
difference in our community,” said Susan 
Leinwold, co-chair of the Program Com-
mittee and former Volunteer Services Di-
rector at Somerset House. “The time and 
skills you can offer to an organization 
whose mission and values you support not 
only helps the organization, it also strength-
ens the community.”

However, there are many benefits to the 
individual as well. Through volunteering, 
one can make friends, build bonds with fel-
low volunteers and those you help. “Studies 
have shown that by helping others, people 
are happier and healthier,” said Leinwold. 
“Volunteers have lower depression rates, 
and volunteering can reduce stress and 
increase skills and self-confidence. There 
also is personal satisfaction when you 
know that you are making a difference in 
the lives of others.”

Before volunteering, Leinwold cautions 

individuals to “know yourself first” so that 
you make a match with an organization 
that is compatible with your interests and 
desired outcomes. 

She advises individuals to ask them-
selves why they want to volunteer, to iden-
tify their skills and how much time they 
can commit. 

You should know if you want to work 
with people or pets, for example, or sup-
port a cause. “It’s also important to know 
what you hope to give and what you hope 
to gain,” she said.

Edgewater Village is a volunteer-led or-
ganization that is open to any Chicago resi-
dent who is age 55 or older.   There is no 
membership fee, and most of its program 
and activities are free. Its mission is to en-
gage and support older adults, enhancing 
their quality of life as they age, so they 
remain active and contributing members 
of the community.
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start up here were because the Wilson ‘el’ 
was nearby.”

But the job is far from over, aldermen 
Osterman and Cappleman agreed, not-
ing the once shabby area can only hope 
to thrive again by continuing to make the 
neighborhood safer, the schools better, and 
a new surge of life in the once-vibrant en-
tertainment district. 

“The safer people feel, the more they’ll 
shop at the stores, use the ‘el,’ and give 

uptown from p. 1 businesses the support they need. One of 
the best ways to help a city or neighbor-
hood thrive is by encouraging tourism, 
which is why I have been focusing on the 
entertainment district. The entertainment 
district draws in people from outside the 
city,” Ald. Cappleman explained.

A key factor in the success of all this is 
that government at all levels has helped 
local business without getting in the way.  
That’s always been a critical thing,” Ald. 
Osterman said.

BY CWBCHICAGOM.COM

A career burglar who has been sentenced 
to a combined 51 years since 1987 is back 
in jail—accused of stealing coins from 
apartment complex laundry machines dur-
ing forced-entry burglaries.

Ricardo Pasco, 58, of Humboldt Park 
has broken into a series of apartment build-
ings and then pried open laundry machine 
coin boxes to steal the quarters inside, po-
lice say. The break-ins were reported in 
Lincoln Square and along the Edgewater-
Uptown border.

Police say a detective recognized Pasco 
from surveillance video of one of the break-
ins. On May 2, the cop and Pasco crossed 
paths in the 1100 block of W. Balmoral 
and an arrest was made. During a protec-
tive search, burglary tools were found in 
Pasco’s backpack, a prybar was found in 
his waistband, and he had $67 worth of 
quarters in his jacket pocket, according to 
police.

Laundry room burglar busted again
Prosecutors say Pasco pried open the 

front door to apartment buildings and loot-
ed laundry room cash boxes in the 5200 
block of N. Sheridan; the 5400 block of N. 
Winthrop; the 2400 block of W. Balmoral; 
and the 5600 block of N. Kenmore.

Pasco is charged with four felony counts 
of burglary. Judge Mary Marubio ordered 
him held in lieu of $10,000 bail.

Incredibly, Pasco has been sentenced to 
almost as many years in prison as he’s been 
alive. He’s been convicted of eight previ-
ous burglaries and was sentenced to three 
years in 1987; six years in 1989; three con-
secutive six-year terms in 1997; eight years 
in 2003; another eight years in 2006; and 
another eight years in 2011.

According to city data, the 2011 burglary 
was in the 6000 block of N. Sheridan; the 
2006 case involved an apartment burglary 
in Rogers Park; and the 2003 burglary was 
to a laundry machine in West Ridge. De-
tails of the other break-ins were not imme-
diately available.


