The moment you are old enough
to take the wheel,

responsibility lies with you.

—J. K. Rowling
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tion is required.

First police district
Council meeting May 24

The 24th District Council has planned their first community
meeting for Sunday, May 21 from 3 p.m. to 4:40 p.m. at The
United Church of Rogers Park. 1548 W. Morse Ave. No reserva-

Chicago’s proposed
new school district map
a gerrymandered mess

Petition deadline is July 1 for Nov. 2024 election

The proposed map the Chi-
cago School Board Districts re-
leased, as well as the provision of
the current bill establishing the
new “temporarily hybrid” school
board in Chicago appear to be
gerrymandered.

While most of the North Side
seems pretty compact, areas on
the West and South Sides are a
gerrymandering masterpiece.

The very statute calling for the
establishment of these districts
mandates that they be “compact,”
but that principle, in classic II-
linois map-making fashion, has
once again been ignored in some
areas. It appears the proposed
new map is an exercise in politi-
cal power.

For instance, District K re-
sembles a worm starting from
Marquette St. on the South Side
and squirming north through 12
neighborhoods to Goose Island,
Cabrini Green and River North
on the North Side. To its east is
District M that stretches through
13 neighborhoods north and south
from Marquette St. on the South
Side north to the West Loop and
River North on the North Side.

Additionally, a key recent
change, submitted by State Rep.
Kam Buckner, was to remove any
requirement of City Council ap-
proval of Mayoral appointments
to the Board.

Also, a change put in by State
Sen. Rob Martwick allows the
Board itself, not the Mayor or City
Council, to fill Board vacancies.

With the School Board elec-
tion pushed to Nov. 2024, candi-
dates must submit their signature
petitions nearly a year before the
election. That policy appears to
benefit only those with set po-
litical organizations already in
place, like the Chicago Teacher’s
Union.

Most average citizens who may
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The new school board map is rela-
tively compact on the North Side.
The election will occur on Nov.
2024 election, but petitions to run
are due July 1, 2023.

want to run for the School Board
may not realize just how early the
petition process begins and ends
[July 1], thereby keeping them off
the ballot in favor of connected
political insiders.

The new school board will
eventually have 21 elected mem-
bers, creating one of the larg-
est school boards in the nation.
Elected members will be phased
in starting with the Nov. 2024
election, when 10 members will
be elected and 11, including the
board’s president, will be appoint-
ed by Mayor Brandon Johnson, a
former Chicago Teachers Union
paid organizer.

By Jan. 2027, a fully elected
board will be in place. The school
board will then have staggered
elections, with half the seats up
for election every two years.

Any promises of electoral re-
form by limiting the amount
spent on school board races has
never appeared in the bill. These
races were sold to residents as be-
ing for the parents to decide, but
the way the system has been set
up will favor those with money
and election foot soldiers already
in place.

On the North Side, general dis-

MAP seep. 16

Law firm owned by
Lincoln Square pot shop owners
has banked nearly $33 million
in city legal settlements

BY PETER VON BUOL

The law firm owned by one of
the partners of the planned Botavi
Wellness recreational marijuana
store,2301-05 W. Lawrence/4748-
56 N. Oakley Blvd., has collected
nearly $33 million in attorney fees
from the city of Chicago through
settlements, according to a story
published in March by the Cook
County Record news site.

Through an analysis of city re-
cords going back to 2010, Cook
County Record reporter Jonathan
Bilyk found the law firm of Lo-
evy and Loevy, 311 N. Aberdeen,
has brought at least 111 success-
ful lawsuits against the city of
Chicago. Most of these suits al-
lege either police misconduct or
Freedom of Information Act vio-
lations.

For those cases, the Loevy firm
collected a minimum of $32.9
million in attorney fees from
the city. These settlements were
approved by the Chicago City
Council. Ald. Matt Martin [47th],

in whose ward Botavi Wellness
will be located, was among those
who approved settlements.

According to information post-
ed on the website of Loevy and
Loevy, attorney Jon Loevy, who
is a co-owner of Botavi Wellness,
has won jury verdicts of at least
$1 million in more than 20 sepa-
rate jury trials. A dozen of these
trials, the site adds, had jury ver-
dicts which exceeded $5 million.
On six separate occasions Jon
Loevy has won jury verdicts of at
least $20 million. His largest ver-
dict was for $238 million, in Cook
County.

In his article, Bilyk also notes
the close connections the law
firm of Loevy and Loevy has to
the non-profit Chicago-based Ex-
oneration Project. Eight attorneys
from the firm are among the 13
total staff members listed on the
Exoneration Project’s website.
Debra Loevy, a partner at the Lo-
evy firm, serves as the Exonera-
tion Project’s executive director.
Loevy attorney Russell Ainsworth

is also listed as a founding mem-
ber of the Exoneration Project.

In his article, Bilyk said 2022
was a particularly lucrative year
for Loevy and Loevy.

“In 2022, [the] Loevy firm rep-
resented more clients who col-
lectively amassed more than $42
million in settlements from the
city. The data posted by the city’s
Law Dept. does not reference any
specific fees paid by the city to
the Loevy firm from those settle-
ments,” wrote Bilyk.

The Lawrence Ave. location
of Botavi Wellness is not with-
out controversy. Ordinarily, by
city ordinance and state statute,
pot shops are not to be located
in close proximity to schools and
churches, but two pre-schools/
kindergartens are located mere
steps away.

This newspaper had measured
the distances with two witnesses.
Ladybug and Friends, located just
east at 2255 W. Lawrence Ave.,

LAW FIRM see p. 16

Affordable housing developer meets with community
over $30M, 104-unit project for Rogers Park

Housing For All [HFA] wants
to bring workforce housing to
Rogers Park, adding to a high
concentration of affordable hous-
ing projects in the area.

The developer recently revealed
plans at a community meeting
that call for 104 apartments, re-
served for households earning
$22,000-$72,000 annually, and
4,000 square feet of retail space
at the northeast corner of Howard
and Paulina streets, across from
the Howard Red Line station.

The project is expected to cost
$30 million and will be built out
in two phases. The first phase
will replace a single-story retail
structure with a 52-unit, six-story
building that will include 21 two-
bedroom, 13 three-bedroom, 11
one-bedroom and seven studio
apartments.

Of the 52 units, 41 would be
held for households with earnings
within 60% of the area median
income, which is $62,520 for a
household of four. The remain-
ing 11 units would be for those
earning 30% of the area median
income, or $31,260.

The retail building currently
houses a post office, currency
exchange and Redz Belizean Res-
taurant. HFA hopes to keep the
currency exchange and restaurant
as tenants, while finding a new
location for the post office.

HFA principal Shelly Tuc-
ciarelli said the development is
meant to cater to working-class
families.

The second phase would repur-
pose the historic Werner Brothers
Storage building at 7613 N. Pau-
lina St. to create 20 apartments.
The developer initially sought to
raze the site, but its status as one
of the most endangered historic
Chicago buildings altered the
plan.

A new building on a parking
lot just north of Werner Brothers
Storage is set to include an ad-
ditional 32 units to complete the
plan.

While HFA insists that Rogers
Park needs 800 more affordable
units by 2027 to accommodate
local demographics, opponents of
the plan say there’s already a high
number of similar projects and
government subsidized housing
in the area.

Some residents would rather
see officials get a handle on local
crime before adding more hous-
ing. Ald. Maria Hadden [49th],
said there will be more opportu-
nities for members of the com-
munity to provide feedback be-
fore the plan makes its way to city
council. Hadden believes the de-
velopment would make Howard
St. safer because more people and
businesses means “more eyes on
the street.”

The survival strategies of low-
income householders have long
been of interest to sociologists
and others, according to the Na-
tional Institutes of Health [NIH].

The clustering of scattered-site
units is a prominent feature of the

Chicago’s housing programs. The
problems that have made disper-
sal difficult in Chicago are high
costs, regulations, and resistance
from the area residents and real
estate markets over concentration
in some communities.

Low-income families often
simultaneously encounter hous-
ing and neighborhood problems
pertaining to safety, affordability,
and quality issues that necessitate
strategies to maximize limited
budgets and ensure safety. That is
certainly a problem that plagues
the areas around Howard St. in
Rogers Park.

Constrained decisions regard-
ing inadequate housing and poor
neighborhood conditions may
themselves create or exacerbate
unintended health risks.

The survival strategies require
attaining coping and manage-
ment strategies on the part of
vulnerable families facing hous-
ing and neighborhood hardships,
especially for low-income women
who need to avoid neighborhood
danger by relegating family life
to the home environment, there-
by increasing exposure to health
risks such as stress, depression,
and asthma.

NIH studies show that hous-
ing problems constitute a point
of frustration that affects a fun-
damental aspect of family life.
When other aspects of the social
and environmental surroundings

DEVELOPER see p. 16
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Is flying Swiss the only way to experience civilized air travel these days?

By Thomas J. O'Gorman

I’'ve been fascinated recently by a
commercial on Netflix about travel
First Class aboard Swissair flights
from the U.S. to Geneva.

The commercial stars some su-
per skinny, athletic looking Ameri-
can in blue jeans who points out all
the details of the elegant Swiss ac-
commodations aboard the flight...
“$700 below business class,” he
says.

The long rows of single spa-
cious seating along the windows in
the cabin. The privacy screen that
shadows passengers in seclusion.
And the elegant dishware, linens
and tableware for sophisticated
Swiss passengers’ dining.

It all creates a lost image of fly-
ing long years ago. When civil-
ity appeared everywhere and few
people crowded the travel cabin.
No herd of other passengers at any
price.

This is streamline cabin service
in the skies with simplicity, room to
stretch out and high cuisine.

That’s the ticket. Can’t imagine
a tenement full of screaming Swiss
children, or a public housing block
of teen gang Swiss youth.

No, this Swissair jet is just like
back home in Switzerland. Fabu-
lous cheese and palate-pleasing
wines. The food getting better and
better. Just like the secret Swiss
bank accounts. The atmosphere in
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Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer
7:30 pm Bible Study

817 Grace St. 773-525-8480
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OAUWCChicago.org

the cabin is rarified. Gentrified. It’s
an introduction to a fresh, new Eu-
rope. There’s everything here but a
yodel.

One can appreciate the reason

Lounge from the era of historic air
speed. A true architectural wonder.

I had plenty of time to sip some
great complementary Champagnes
in the lounge. I appreciated the

The unplanned lack of opportunity
to expand success and achieve-
ment. The rigid confines of motion.
The simple failure to even get three
seats together in a row. The rush to

and intelligence of the deep
thinking Swiss, and their pas-
sion to breathe the refreshing
alpine air of calm living. May-
be being people of world-class
neutrality really does enliven
you.

Maybe the Swiss really are
transformed by peaceful coex-
istence.

I flew first class to Vienna
and back a few Christmases
ago through Heathrow. For
most of my time, it was combat-
ive. Not so much space on the
very comfortable British Air
jet I flew on, but on the ground.
Terminals clogged with travel-
ers. There is little civility left to
sweeten the deal anymore.

Airports are hellholes. People

dress like tramps to fly, and act
accordingly. You can see just

1949 SwissAir poster by Donald Brow.

avoid tardy travel. No large seat
mates. People with babies and
scary-looking terrorists types.

The micro-world of airports
and airplanes seems tailor-
made for our hopes and fears.
The prospect of getting away
from everyday life, the risk of
the relaxed world of holiday
travel and the journey to new
and exotic destinations should
be enough to lift the human
spirit to pure delight.

But for unfamiliar rules
governing safe air travel. The
restrictions and scrutiny gov-
erning foreign travel. The
conditions regarding luggage
weight, prompt on-time sched-
uling arrivals mixed with
weather conditions for on-time
travel and airport closures to
heighten anxieties regarding

how disconcerted the airline
gets with passengers. Rude. Crude.
Feeling entitled, with few social
manners left to ease the downward
spiral.

We can look upon this measure
of human ability as a roadmap of
human opportunity, in an era of lost
refinements and forgotten shared
values. Often in the commercial
rush to fill each seat when flying,
the most basic of good judgments
are the first rules of travel to disap-
pear.

On my travels to Vienna, I was
still recuperating from a knee in-
jury which forced me to wear a
knee brace and rely on airport ser-
vices to transport me to my gates
because of restricted walking. The
Austrian ground transport was bril-
liant and efficient. From one end of
the airport to the other I was cour-
teously moved with patience and a
friendly touch.

Compliments to Heathrow ser-
vice at Terminal 5. I had some extra
ground time before my flight out of
Heathrow. There, too, ground per-
sonnel moved me with intelligence
and kindness. The agent driving
my transport vehicle insisted I had
plenty of time to visit the first-
class lounge, which was the spa-
cious, modernist former Concorde

n
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club atmosphere at the lounge bar,
a significant room of elegance and
modernity. The chilled high-end
sparkling Rosé was just the thing
to calm me down. The addition of
some fine John Ross smoked salm-
on made for the perfect pre-flight
snack.

When my transport agent re-
turned to pick me up they instructed
me that they used a floor beneath
street level to carry passengers all
the way to the gates without having
to navigate the crowds of travelers
of foot. It was a well-organized
subterranean journey out to the tar-
mac.

I was delighted to learn that
reasoned thought had gone into
the care of British Air passengers’
ground transport in London.

But all the way back to O’Hare
I wondered what must have mis-
fired so acutely to make air travel
so terrifying. So brutal. So uncivi-
lized. So dehumanized.

Was it the long lines that travel-
ers face when attempting to pass
through security?

Was it the dehumanizing long
lines that precede travelers being
scrutinized and strip searched be-
fore boarding their plane?

Was it adding up the financial
challenge where it seems every seat
is a different price based on travel
availability? All these restrictions
without much room to rearrange
travel plans?

It seems the more I cogitate
about these air travel issues, the
more they appear to be the meta-
phor for real life. The bright hopes.

ease of travel movement that
easily raise anxiet-
ies and confusion for
travelers.

It’'s not easy to
reduce these fears.
Even if you're Swiss.
But first-class travel
does have the ability
to calm the soul. At
least those fears con-
cerning babies, cor-
pulent travelers, wine
quality, the ability to
snooze and sitting
next to a movie star
in the sky.

Richard Howard Hunt

calamari and the baked clams rank
among Chicago’s best. The pastas
are superb. Generous cocktails and
good wine by the glass. Crowded
on our Friday dinner visit. Friendly
staff and superb lemon butter cream
cake for dolci.

MORE DOPE: Ald. Scott
Waguespack tells us there is an
important meeting tonight over a
potential new pot shop in Roscoe
Village, within stumbling distance
of Lane Tech and DePaul College
Prep high schools. ReNu LLC is
seeking to sell dope at 3215-25 N.
Western Ave. In order to do so, they
are required to hold a community
meeting and convince a lot or par-
ents this is a good idea.

EMMY NOMINATION: Big
congrats to TVs Tamron Hall on
her fourth Emmy nomination.

MORE RADISHES: While
radishes have roots beyond South-
ern Germany, Oktoberfest has
inspired many to try white Ger-
man “Bierrettich.” Ron Eberle,
son of a Bavarian immigrant, was
first introduced to spiraled white
radishes by his Opa
in the 1970s. Since
then, Ron has shared
his family’s recipe
for white radishes
with many friends,
always to the same
delight and surprise.
Learn how to make
this salad garnish the
main event for a re-
freshing snack with
a beer and pretzel at
DANKHaus in Lin-
coln Square 7 p.m.
Friday night, dur-

Sometimes  you
take the breaks you can get. Even
from the Swiss.

RICHARD HOWARD HUNT
DAY: Illinois First Lady MK
Pritzker hosted a cocktail recep-
tion at the Governor’s Mansion on
April 24, to honor the great Ameri-
can sculptor, Richard Howard
Hunt, a Chicago treasure. A proc-
lamation honoring him declared
that in Illinois that day was Richard
Howard Hunt Day.

DE PAUL: Mark Turcotte is
now distinguished writer in resi-
dence (Poet) at DePaul Univ. He’s a
voice of music and rhythm.

MANGE, MANGE: A favor-
ite Italian eatery from years past
on Grand Ave., Oggi Trattoria, has
now returned to 1461 W. Chicago
Ave., where sons of founder Sam-
uel Padillia, Isaac and Sam, have
returned to open the family busi-
ness in a great new space. A beau-
tiful well-equipped addition to the
neighborhood. Top class crunchy

&(,‘ Lakeview

Funeral Home

“Honoring the Life” est. 1882

When a Life was Lived Well
Create a Service that
“Honors the Life”

Please Call for Assistance

773.472.6300

1458 W. Belmont Ave., Chicago, IL 60657
www.lakeviewfuneralhome.com

Se Habla Espanol and Expanded Facilities and Fully Accessible (5

ing his Kulturkiiche:
Radi cooking class.

LINCOLN ACADEMY: The
Rogers Family deeply honored
as papa, Ariel Investment’s John
Rogers, Jr. received Illinois’ most
distinguished honor, the Lincoln
Academy Laureate Award, as for-

CIVILIZED see p. 10
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Cook County prosecutor quits after 20 years

‘This State and County have set themselves on a course to disaster, | will not raise my son here’

BY CWBCHICAGO

A 20-year veteran prosecutor
walked out of the Cook County
state’s attorney’s office for the
last time on May 5.

Jason Poje, a long-time felony
trial attorney for the office, en-
tered his two-week notice on
April 21. But before he moved on
to the next chapter of his life, Poje
sent a goodbye email to 85 col-
leagues late Friday afternoon.

In his farewell, Poje extended
thanks and appreciation to his
colleagues. And he explained
why he decided to leave the of-
fice — and the state. Here’s what
he wrote:

After 20 years, I always kind of
figured an email like this would
start with “It is with a heavy
heart that I leave...” The truth
is, I can’t get out of here fast
enough.

Let me start with the positive.
There is not a single day that has
gone by that I have not felt truly
honored to work with such an
incredible group of people who
spent every waking hour on be-
half of victims. This opportunity
has been a gift for which I have
no words to explain the extent of
my gratitude.

My partners, our Victim/Wit-
ness advocates, our Investiga-
tors, our support staff, the police
officers and detectives, time after
time I see each of you putting ev-
erything you have into helping
people we encounter on the worst
days of their lives. So often I see
our personal lives, and indeed
at times our own well-being, set
aside just to do a little bit more
on that last case for that last vic-
tim. It’s been nothing short of in-
spiring not as a lawyer, but as a
person.

And yet, I'm leaving. Why
could that be? The simple fact is
that this State and County have
set themselves on a course to

change that had the predicable,
and predicted, outcome of more
crime and more people getting
hurt.

Bond reform designed to make
sure no one stays in jail while
their cases are pending with no
safety net to handle more crimi-
nals on the streets, shorter parole
periods, lower sentences for re-
peat offenders, the malicious and
unnecessary prosecution of law
enforcement officers, overuse of
diversion programs, intention-
ally not pursuing prosecutions
for crimes lawfully on the books
after being passed by our legisla-
ture and signed by a governor, all
of these so-called reforms have
had a direct negative impact,
with consequences that will last
for a generation.

Many years ago my family
found a nice quiet corner of the
suburbs. Now my son, who is only
5, hears gunfire while playing at
our neighborhood park, and a
drug dealer is open-air selling
behind my house (the second one
in two years). If it were just me to
consider, I'd stick it out. I've been
through stupid State’s Attorney
policies before. But this Office’s
complete failure to even think
for a moment before rushing into
one popular political agenda af-
ter another has put my family di-
rectly in harm’s way.

The current people in charge of
this state, including the [State’s
Attorney’s Office] suffer from a
fundamental misunderstanding. ..
we live in a society with adver-
sarial court and criminal justice

processes. Defense attorneys, le-
gal aid clinics, Public Defenders,
defendant advocate groups...they
fight like hell to protect the rights
of criminal defendants. And they
should. Their work is as noble as

it’s because any true prosecutor
recognizes the importance of this
balance, and that they will not be
permitted to be a prosecutor un-
der this administration.

I will not raise my son here. |

The unavoidable consequences are what
we are witnessing in real time, an increase in crime
of all kinds, businesses and families pulling up
stakes, and the bodies piling up; the whole time
with a State’s Attorney who insists
that there is nothing to see here, and if there is
it must be someone else’s fault.

ours. But we have an obligation
to fight like hell on behalf of the
People. It should go without say-
ing that this must be done ethi-
cally and evenhandedly. When
both sides vigorously defend their
positions, a balance is reached
between protecting rights while
preserving some sort of order and
safety. Once we start doing too
much of the defense’s job, once we
pull our punches, once we decide
that it’s worth risking citizens’
lives to have a little social experi-
ment, that balance is lost. The un-
avoidable consequences are what
we are witnessing in real time,
an increase in crime of all kinds,
businesses and families pulling
up stakes, and the bodies piling
up; the whole time with a State’s
Attorney who insists that there is
nothing to see here, and if there
is it must be someone else’s fault.
And then they wonder why they
cannot retain experienced pros-
ecutors or even hire new ones...
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Lincoln Park

am fortunate enough to have the
means to escape, so my entire
Sfamily is leaving the State of Il-
linois. I grew up here, my family
and friends are here, and yet my
own employer has turned it into a
place from which I am no longer
proud to be, and in which my son
is not safe.

To everyone in the trenches
in the State’s Attorney’s Office
and in law enforcement, my one
regret is that I cannot be at your
side anymore as you continue to
fight the good fight. I do not envy

the task you have before you, but
you have my utmost respect for
carrying on. I hope one day you
are successful at returning some
kind of common sense and secu-
rity to our communities.

Thank you all so much for this
opportunity to serve. I will trea-
sure every moment of this chapter
in my life. Be safe, be well, fight
hard.

Jason F. Poje,
Assistant State’s Attorney

Poje is not the first state’s attor-
ney staffer to put their departing
thoughts in writing.

Natosha Toller, the office’s
well-respected chief of criminal
prosecutions, announced her sud-
den departure in an email last
February. High-profile supervis-
ing prosecutor James Murphy
followed her out the door in July
after firing off an email that re-
flected on the office’s mission
and offered a blistering appraisal
of Cook County State’s Attorney
Kim Foxx.

Foxx herself announced last
month that she will not seek re-
election in 2024.

New state Rep. Huynh to join Levy meeting

The Levy Center Village, 2019
W. Lawrence Ave., will be hold-
ing their next virtual meeting via
Zoom, at 9 a.m. Wednesday, May
24. Freshman State Rep. Hoan
Huynh will be their guest speaker,
providing updates on state legis-

lation pertaining to older adults.
The Zoom meeting ID is 8§92
3319 7681, and the passcode:
998880.
Those who choose to attend by
phone may call 312-626-6799 and
use the same meeting code.

o feighborly company
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that the agency for whom I work
has backed literally every policy
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Two more
residential conversion projects
along former LaSalle St.
financial district

On Friday, May 5, The City
advanced two additional office-
to-residential conversion propos-
als as part of the “LaSalle Street
Reimagined” [LSR] initiative.
The announcement underscores
the City’s plan of transformation
of LaSalle St. from a former world
financial center into a mixed-use,
mixed-income residential corri-
dor.

LSR seeks to refill the former
financial district by repurposing
the corridor’s massive commer-
cial vacancies as housing and
neighborhood-oriented retail.

The effort has already resulted
in three other re-use projects for
historic buildings that will create
more than 1,000 new apartments,
including more than 300 afford-
able units that will be assisted
with Tax Increment Financing
[TIF] taxpayer cash.

In April, the two other TIF ap-
plications were submitted to the
departments of Planning and
Development [DPD] and Hous-
ing [DOH]. Celadon Partners and
Blackwood Group are proposing
to create 247 apartments within
105 W. Adams St., including 185
units to be made available at af-
fordable rates for a total project
cost of $178 million. And Golub
& Co. and American General
Life Insurance are proposing to
create 349 apartments within
30 N. LaSalle St., including 105

units to be made available at
affordable rates for a total project
cost of $143 million. All five TIF
applications are under review by
DPD and DOH and will undergo
an underwriting process prior to
presentation to and approval.

The five re-use proposals, if
approved by the Community
Development Commission and
City Council, would collectively
represent nearly $1 billion in
corridor spending. Taken togeth-
er, these projects make up the
largest office-to-affordable
residential conversion effort yet
to be announced in the United
States. Of the more than 1,600
planned units, more than 600
new affordable units are slated
to be added to the LaSalle St. ¢
orridor. The work hopes to reduce
commercial vacancies along the
corridor by nearly 50%.

LSR priorities also include
$5 million in taxpayer funds to
revitalize vacant storefronts with
neighborhood-serving retail
uses. Those funds will go to the
buildout of approximately 20 re-
tail spaces as cafes, restaurants,
grocery stores, or related ameni-
ties along the corridor.

A tour of vacant storefronts
will be held on June 7. Grant
applications will be accept-
ed starting Sept. 1, with up to
$300,000 available per project.
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Bright spots exist in
Chicago’s gloomy North Side market

The
Home
Front

by Don DeBat

There may be a few bright spots
in the generally gloomy outlook
for home buying on Chicago’s
North Side in 2023, according to
a new market analysis.

The bad news is March was the
13 consecutive month of year-
over-year home sales declines in
Lincoln Park, Old Town, Lakev-
iew, North Center, the Gold Coast
and Near North Side.

“Historically low inventory and
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has been on a four-year roller-
coaster ride, Irwin explained.
“We have experienced dramat-
ic highs and lows in the past four
years—from the COVID Crash
of 2020 to the record-breaking
rebound in 2021 and back to a
more normal market in 2022,” Ir-
win said. “The first six months of

listing levels and
rising mortgage in-
terest rates continue
to be the two major
obstacles to a resi-
dential real estate
turn around,”’ noted
Realtor John Irwin,
co-author of Baird
& Warner’s April
2023 Market Anal-
ysis with broker
Jackie Lafferty.
“However, rising

John Irwin

2023 may continue
to show sales de-
creases when com-
pared with 2022.”
For market clar-
ity, analysts at Baird
& Warner ask home

shoppers to look
back to the “nor-
mal” 2019 for a

more “positive” out-
look on the future.
“That comparison
shows there are still

real estate taxes, crime, unem-
ployment and stock market losses
have all contributed to this com-
plex market,” Irvin said.

On the positive side, the Baird
& Warner Market Analysis out-
lined the following four emerging
trends:

* Market Perception: Perspec-
tive home buyers need to under-
stand that the North Side market

a significant number of homes be-
ing sold today,” Irwin said.

* Home Prices: Traditionally,
low-inventory markets can inflate
home prices to dangerous levels,
causing home buyers to worry.
“Despite many multiple offer
transactions and low market list-
ing times, Chicago home prices
have remained fairly stable in
comparison to other parts of the
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returns for 2023

Toast To The Coast, the Gold Coast Neighbors Association’s
legendary spring fundraiser event, returns after a three-year
absence. This year’s fundraiser will be held 5:30 p.m. to 8;30
p.m. Tuesday, May 23, at The Casino Club, 195 E. Delaware PI.

Tickets range from $175 to $200, for more information visit
www.goldcoastneighbors.org.
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country,” Irwin noted.

Last month, home prices actual-
ly declined 1.2% when compared
with April 2022. “There are still a
lot of homes being sold and most
reflect reasonable market value,
and not an inflated price forced
by low inventory,” Irwin said.

* Mortgage Rates: The panic
of triple-digit interest rate in-
creases is beginning to subside a
bit. “While mortgage rates are af-
fecting most buyer demographics,
many younger home purchasers
have known nothing but interest
rates in the low 2% or 3% range,
so they are in a state of shock
when faced with loans in the 6%-
to-7% bracket, or higher,” Irwin
said.

On May 4, Freddie Mac’s Pri-
mary Mortgage Market Survey
reported that benchmark 30-year
fixed home loans averaged 6.39%
nationwide, down slightly from
6.43% a week earlier. A year ago,
lenders were charging an average
of 5.27% for 30-year fixed loans.

Despite rates currently hovering
in the mid-6% range, Sam Khater,
Freddie Mac’s chief economist,
said “home buyers are acclimat-
ing to the current rate environ-
ment.”

Baird & Warner analysts fore-
cast that higher mortgage rates
are going to rule the market for a
while. “While higher rates do im-
pact buying power, purchasers are
realizing that they are not mar-
ried to their mortgage, and they
can always refinance when rates
drop,” noted Irwin.

* Rent Versus Sell: The Baird
& Warner report also noted a new
trend that is impacting listing
inventory. Some existing hom-
eowners are choosing to rent their
property rather than sell it.

“These rental homes usually
have mortgages in the high 2%-
to-low-3% bracket,” noted Irving.
“With rents rising, they can trans-
form their property into an in-
come-producing investment and a
hedge against inflation.”

However, Baird & Warner ana-
lysts warned that homeowners
need to be aware of all aspects of
being a landlord before they take
on this responsibility.

For more housing news, visit
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat
is co-author of “Escaping Condo
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide
for condominium living. Visit
www.escapingcondojail.com.
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Venezuelans being bused to the Mag Mile,
Inn of Chlcago Nnow a mlgrant shelter

State officials call for
federal cash
due to open border

Last Thursday, Chicago re-
porter William J. Kelly sent
Mayor Lori Lightfoot a parting
gift when he exposed that the city
is now using the Inn of Chicago
Magnificent Mile, 162 E. Ohio
St., as a new migrant shelter.

Kelly is the same reporter who
Lightfoot barred from a City
Hall press conference on crime
in 2022.

Kelly posted a report as he was
denied entry to the hotel while
at the same time, other people
were seen entering the property.
The hotel’s website claims “The
Inn of Chicago welcomes guests
of all abilities,” though they also
claim to have closed in 2020 due
to the government-imposed pan-
demic economic lockdown.

Kelly spoke with workers at
the Inn of Chicago, requesting
additional information about the
status of the hotel, but the em-
ployees quickly told him it was
closed and he was not welcome
because he wasn’t a “resident” at
the hotel. The entire heated ex-
change was caught on camera.

The boutique hotel, located a
half-block off Michigan Ave., is
now being used as a migrant fa-
cility.

“This is right off of Michigan
Ave.,” said Kelly during a TV
interview Friday morning with
FOX News. “We already have
the retailers fleeing due to violent
crime. Tourists obviously have
flatlined in the city of Chicago.
Hotels are struggling, and this
luxury hotel is apparently being
used to house migrants.”

“The city of Chicago isn’t talk-
ing about this at all, so Chicago
residents are being kept com-
pletely in the dark,” he contin-
ued. “We really have a ticking
time bomb here, something...
tragic could happen at the hotel.
Something could spill out onto
Michigan Ave. We are entering
Chicago’s notorious murder sea-
son, and we already have an out
of control crime problem. The
police are understaffed, and our
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(L) The Inn of Chicago Magnificent Mile, 162 E. Ohio St., is a new migrant shelter. (R) Last week the 24th District Police Station in Rogers Park had as
many as 33 adults and children staying in the lobby while awaiting placement in another refugee housing space. The field house at Leone Beach Park in
Rogers Park is also still being used as a refugee housing center.

Photo courtesy 49th Ward office

new mayor doesn’t seem to have
aplan.”

Kelly reported that most of the
hotels residents are Venezuelan
migrants. Most crossed Ameri-
ca’s wide open southern border
illegally fleeing criminal and
economic chaos in Latin Ameri-
ca due to political and economic
strife.

Chicago has also been forced
to use other properties at migrant
shelters as well, including police
stations, Chicago Park District
field houses, YMCA facilities,
and Chicago Public School and
library buildings. At last count,
over 200 refugees are now living
in various police stations lobbies
city-wide.

On May 4, a bus brought a load
of migrants to stay at the Leone
Beach Park field house in Rogers
Park. The Tribune reported that
Lourie Hasbrook, of St. Gertrude
Church, stood outside the field
house with a backpack of chil-
dren’s underwear and crayons,
but wasn’t allowed in the build-
ing. “It’s appalling,” she said.

i

“I’ve heard the conditions here
are bad, but I don’t know that
they’re worse than the police sta-
tion where everyone was just on
the floor against walls.”

Media and volunteers have
been banned from entering the
building.

Just last week, Mayor Lori
Lightfoot’s plan to house some of
the city’s surging population of
migrants at a former high school
in the South Shore neighborhood
was met with boos and derogato-
ry shouting from angry residents
who were left out of the decision
and planning process.

With thousands more migrant
refugees expected to arrive in the
coming weeks and months, one
wonders what other facilities will
be used to house them?

Some city and state lawmak-
ers are warning that the strain of
providing health care and other
services for migrant refugees will
overwhelm Illinois’ health care
and overall budget.

Gov.J.B. Pritzker said since Au-
gust, the state has provided $240

Register

million for arriving migrants
being transported from places
like Texas. “To make sure that
we were providing the services
necessary,” Pritzker said. “We’re
talking about shelter, we’re talk-
ing about food, we’re talking

State Sen. Dave Syverson
said Illinois is
the only state in the
country that fully covers
health care for
undocumented
immigrants
ages 42 and older.

about health care.”

The Illinois Immigrant Impact
Task Force released a report ex-
amining various issues affecting
immigrant and refugee communi-
ties, sharing recommendations the
state can take to improve services
to immigrants. The task force
identified 13 issues in the legis-
lation ranging from citizenship
assistance, business development,

for Summer

Programs & Events at
the Chicago Park District!

www.chicagoparkdistrict.com

education access, discrimination
prevention, immigration deten-
tion, COVID-19 relief, language
access programs, and more.

“We believe that Illinois can be
a model for the rest of the country
in supporting immigrant commu-
nities,” state Rep. Aaron Ortiz
said. “By following many of the
recommendations outlined in this
report, we can ensure that every
Illinois resident has the oppor-
tunity to thrive and contribute to
our state’s vibrant communities.”

A recent report by the Illinois
Dept. of Health Care and Fam-
ily Service shows that it will cost
about a billion dollars to provide
health care to refugee migrants
in 2024. The report estimates for
2024, there will be an additional
108,000 refugee immigrants
needing care, far exceeding ear-
lier estimates.

State Sen. Dave Syverson said
Illinois is the only state in the
country that fully covers health
care for undocumented immi-

MIGRANT see p. 14
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Curtain falling on Robert Falls’
three-decade run as Goodman Artistic Director

(L) Brian Dennehy (left) rehearses with Robert Falls (
Robert Falls. Photo by Liz Lauren

A N

right). Photo courtesy Goodman Theatre (R) Former Goodman Theatre Artistic Director

The Tony award-winning Falls, who an-
nounced in 2021 that he would step down
last year, reflects on his career at Good-
man Theatre and the legacy he leaves for
Chicago theatre.

BY MIRA TEMKIN

The highly acclaimed, Tony award-win-
ning Artistic Director of Goodman The-
atre, since 1986, is giving up the reins soon.
Robert Falls announced in Sept. 2021 that
he would step down at the conclusion of the
Goodman’s 2021/2022 season. He is now
directing his fourth Chekhov play at the
Goodman.

During his three-decade tenure in Chi-
cago theatre, the 69-year-old Falls has

directed more than 30 major productions
and produced or co-produced more than
200 plays and 100 premiers on Goodman,
Lyric Opera of Chicago, and other local
stages.

Most recently, he directed Rebecca Gil-
man’s Swing State; William Shakespeare’s
The Winter’s Tale; We’re Only Alive for a
Short Amount of Time, a musical by David
Cale; Pamplona, a play about Ernest Hem-
ingway that starred Stacy Keach; Arthur
Miller’s An Enemy of the People; 2666, a
stage adaptation of Roberto Bolano’s in-
ternationally-acclaimed novel; and Eugene
O’Neill’s The Iceman Cometh, which fea-
tured Brian Dennehy and Nathan Lane.

And that’s just Chicago. His Broadway
production of Elton John and Tim Rice’s

Aida, a musical based on the opera, contin-
ues to be produced around the world.

His last production at the Goodman is
The Cherry Orchard by Anton Chekhov,
which Falls adapted and directed. He chose
this play, he says, because next to Shake-
speare, Chekhov is his favorite playwright.

“Chekhov wrote four major plays, and
this was his last play before he died in
1904,” said Falls. “I had already directed
The Seagull, Three Sisters, and Uncle Van-
ya, Chekhov’s other major plays. I wanted
to share The Cherry Orchard with the city
of Chicago. This masterpiece still ranks as
a human comedy with tragic overtones. It
just seemed like an appropriate choice.”

Favorite actor to work with?

Falls has worked with hundreds of ac-

tors over the years. His favorite, he says, is
Brian Dennehy, who passed away in 2020.
In 1999, both Falls and Dennehy won Tony
Awards for Death of a Salesman. They col-
laborated on several theatre productions
during Falls’ tenure, including The Iceman
Cometh in 2012.

“We had been able to share each other’s
personal and artistic growths,” said Falls.

Greatest achievement?

Though his contributions to Chicago
theatre have been extensive, Falls consid-
ers moving the Goodman from The Art In-
stitute of Chicago to 170 N. Dearborn St. in
2000 to be his greatest accomplishment.

“This new, state-of-the-art theatre and
education complex created an institution
with our artistic associates, where they

Though his contributions

to Chicago theatre have been
extensive, Falls considers
moving the Goodman from The
Art Institute of Chicago to 170
N. Dearborn St. in 2000 to be
his greatest accomplishment.

can grow and thrive,” said Falls. “We built
a space for performers while creating a
transformative theatre experience for our
multi-generational audiences.”

Advice to actors?

Mentoring young actors who are start-
ing their careers in Chicago is important
to Falls.

FALLS see p. 15

City announces new campaign to promote performing arts

Campaign will encourage people
to experience live theatre, music,

comedy and dance performances
at venues

One of the biggest victims of the govern-
ment-imposed pandemic economic lock-
down was live theater venues. Even after
the the lockdown was lifted, by and large,
audiences have not returned to live shows
in numbers suitable to sustain them.

Now, Choose Chicago and the Dept.
of Cultural Affairs and Special Events
[DCASE], in partnership with industry
groups, announced the launch of a new
campaign to encourage people to again ex-
perience live theatre, music, comedy and
dance performances in Chicago.

IN-HOUSE DIGITAL & OFFSET PRINTING

The new campaign, titled Go Live Chi-
cago, reminds people that the experience
of attending an in-person performance
cannot be replicated at home. Through the
campaign, which runs now through the end
of June, people will be encouraged to #Go-
LiveChicago and visit any of Chicago’s
world-class performing arts venues.

“With this campaign we are working
closely with our performing arts partners
to remind [people] of the magic of live per-
formances,” said Lynn Osmond, CEO of
Choose Chicago.

The campaign is being launched with the
support of performing arts industry groups
across Chicago, including the League of
Chicago Theatres, See Chicago Dance,
Chicago Independent Venue League, Afri-

o
First impressions are everything. Leave a lasting impact with FULL COLOR.

SERVICES WE PROVIDE:
business cards * post cards
letterhead - envelopes

flyers - brochures - invoices
calendars - booklets

catalogues * magazines - tickets

foil printing - signs * banners * posters

magnets - decals
IN A RUSH? CALL US TODAY!

can American Arts Alliance and the Chi-
cago Latino Theater Alliance.

The campaign will be built into Choose
Chicago’s leisure marketing campaign,
and will feature paid advertising, targeting
locals and visitors from the suburbs and
nearby regions.

The launch comes as the performing arts
sector that was hit hard by the pandemic
continues to recover. DCASE has provided
the industry with financial grants for mar-
keting and audience development and a
new resource guide. DCASE and Choose
Chicago are continuing to collaborate with
the performing arts community on addi-
tional promotional support to amplify the
launch of the fall season.

To learn more about the campaign, visit
GoLiveChicago.org.

“Chicago’s performing arts sector is one
of the greatest in the world. With this call-

to-action campaign we seek to inspire our
neighbors and visitors to get back in the
habit of experiencing live shows,” shared
DCASE Cmsr. Erin Harkey. “[We are]
grateful to our partners for rallying togeth-
er to [support] this important message and
drive ticket sales. Our live performances
are nothing without audiences.”

“There is a story for everyone on our
Chicago stages, where unique, in-person
experiences are waiting to be discovered
in theatres in every neighborhood and the
suburbs,” said Heidi Thompson Saunders,
League of Chicago Theatres Board Chair.
“Theatre is a vibrant part of the cultural life
of Chicago, and we want to remind every-
one of the joy found in collective experi-
ences. The League encourage audiences to
reengage in live events and inspire all Chi-
cagoans to see a play.”
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is 67 feet from the future pot shop. Adler
Schools is also very close, at 2239 W. Law-
rence, 218 feet away. Both are located less
than 500 feet from the planned location of
Botavi.

When a city zoning official was asked
why Botavi could deal drugs out of a new
6,585-square foot pot shop so close to these
schools, his response was preschools and
kindergartens are not actually considered
schools, under city ordinance.

“As defined by city ordinance, Lady-
bug and Friends and Adler School, both of
which are located less than 500 feet from
the planned Botavi Wellness, are not con-
sidered schools,” said Victor Resa, man-
ager of the city’s Zoning Board of Appeals
[ZBA].

According to Resa, city ordinance de-
fines a school as a facility which educates
children attending state-mandated grades.
Kindergarten and pre-school are not state-
mandated grades.

The city’s zoning board of appeals had
approved Botavi’s location at its Dec. 16
meeting.

The four-person ZBA is an un-elected
panel appointed to five-year terms by May-
or Lori Lightfoot and confirmed by the city
council. The mayor picks the chair. It oper-

NEWS-STAR

ates within the city’s Dept. of Planning and
Development [DPD] and its board makes
decisions about appeals to rulings from the
city’s zoning administrator. Its decisions
are final, subject only to court review.

Pursuant to Section 17-3-0207-AAA (1)
of the city’s Zoning Ordinance, an adult
use cannabis dispensary can be located no
closer than 500 feet from a school. State
law calls for 1,000 feet of distance between
pot retailers and schools.

But a second application in Lincoln
Square was also approved on Dec.16,
and it is mere steps from not one, but two
schools.

The rear window of the proposed pot
shop literally looks into the rear play-
ground of Lady Bug and Friends nursery
school. The school is right across Oakley
Ave. from the new pot shop.

Adler School has been located in Lincoln
Square for more than 56 years and offers
pre-school and an all-day Kindergarten. It
also offers educational programming for
grade-school children.

Also located nearby is St. Matthias Ele-
mentary School, 4910 N. Claremont, which
is 804 feet away from the proposed pot
shop’s front entrance. Two of the schools
are located well-within the 500-foot Chi-
cago limit, and all three facilities are lo-
cated less than the State of Illinois required

1,000 feet away.

But in a letter dated July 20, addressed to
John George of Ackerman LLP, and signed
by Patrick Murphey, Zoning Administra-
tor for the DPD, states “according to our
records and the information provided with
your request, there are no schools within
500-feet” of the Lincoln Square pot shop,
despite a nursery school being located right
across the street.

An attorney working for George was
contacted by a St. Matthias parent and
asked why Botavi had decided to locate a
facility so close to the three schools. The
response from that attorney was that those
educational facilities are not considered as
such as defined by the City of Chicago.

Ald. Martin “decided to approve the
zoning change request from B1-1 to C1-1 to
allow the applicant to apply for a business
license to open a recreational cannabis dis-
pensary in the strip mall,” according to in-
formation that is posted in the development
section of his website.

Last year, Jon Loevy, had donated gen-
erously to the campaigns of Ald. Martin
and Eileen Dordek, who was at the time a
candidate for the 13th State District of the
Illinois General Assembly.

This newspaper contacted Martin’s of-
fice to ask him about the appearance of
impropriety in his accepting thousands of

dollars in campaign contributions from a
business requesting a zoning change to sell
pot, but no one at his office responded to
our questions.

Since 2018, Loevy has been one of the
most successful, and profitable local rec-
reational pot dealer operators in Illinois. In
fact, Loevy and Mitch Zaveduk - his part-
ner - could be referred to as “big corporate
pot.” Loevy’s company currently oper-
ates 11 marijuana shops in Pennsylvania,
Missouri, and Utah. Another location is
planned for Benton Harbor, MI. The com-
pany plans to open 10 stores throughout
Illinois.

Loevy, along his wife, attorney Danielle
Loevy, have donated $40,200 to candidates
affiliated with the Democratic Party of the
47th Ward. These include Ald. Martin, who
has received $6,500, and Elaine Dordek,
who received $32,200. Dordek lost to Hoan
Huynh in the 13th Illinois House District
primary.

Currently, Botavi Wellness has a pro-
visional license from the state of Illinois.
Final approval is still pending. State Rep.
Huynh [13th] was contacted by this news-
paper about the status of Botavi’s license,
and asked if he supports final approval.
While his office acknowledged they
received this newspaper’s email, they did
not provide a response by deadline.

DEVELOPER fromp. 1

are simultaneously compromised by ele-
ments such as concentrated poverty, pollu-
tion, and violence, families are faced with
layers of decision making and coping.

These elements have been an issue in
urban housing for decades in Chicago.
The stacking and concentration of poverty
within tight geographic boundaries was the
main reason why large subsidized housing
project were taken down in Chicago in fa-
vor of scattered site housing.

For decades the Chicago Housing Au-
thority used to manage 17 large housing
projects for low-income residents, but dur-
ing the 1990s, due to high crime, poverty,
drug use, and corruption and mismanage-
ment in the projects, plans were made to
demolish them. By 2011, all of Chicago’s
high-rise projects were torn down. Proj-
ects like Cabrini Green on the North Side
and the Robert Taylor Homes on the South
Side. Today all that remains of the origi-
nal Cabrini-Green complex are rowhouses,

consisting of 137 units.

In 1999, former-Mayor Richard M. Daley
said that breaking up the severe concentra-
tions of poverty of high-rise public housing
would finally imbue long-neglected neigh-
borhoods with vitality; the residents who
lived there in social and economic isola-
tion would be able to reap the rewards of
the resurgent city. “I want to rebuild their
souls,” said Daley at the time.

The NIH studies showed that establish-
ing social order in these conditions was
nearly impossible. More than any single
factor, the combination of high youth-adult
ratios and high-rise buildings doomed pub-
lic housing in Chicago.

For more than 25 years, “scattered-site”
housing has been widely promoted by the
U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment [HUD] as an alternative to the large,
dense public and assisted housing devel-
opments that too often concentrated poor
families in socially isolated and profound-
ly dehumanizing environments. Although
many public housing authorities have in-
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vested significant resources in scattered-
site housing, there has been little system-
atic information on its characteristics and
performance. Still scattered-site housing
fills an important vacuum in understand-
ing of a crucial segment of the HUD-as-
sisted housing stock.

Studies show how the quality and af-
fordability strategies specific to housing
carry unintended consequences on health,
at times alluded to directly by participants
and also substantiated by existing research
in public health.

HUD studies show that the persistence
of concerns over poverty concentration and
quality of life that originally led to the wide
spread use of scattered-site housing makes
it certain that this development model will
continue to be of considerable policy inter-
est. It is a key element of HUD’s broader
strategy for transforming America’s public
housing system.

The lack of agreement on what consti-
tutes scattered-site housing has made de-
tailing its origins, geographical spread, site
characteristics, or tenant composition dif-
ficult. No universal definition of scattered-
site housing applies to all the projects, but
the two generally accepted key dimensions
of the program are concentration and den-
sity. HUD defines scattered-site housing
as the construction or acquisition of low-
density buildings (generally fewer than
15 units per site) in non-minority concen-
trated neighborhoods throughout a metro-
politan area. While over time opposition to
scattered-site public housing has mellowed
from the early years, when it was regarded

as the unwanted stepchild of the CHA,
high concentrations of poverty in small
geographic areas is still generally unpopu-
lar.

The proposed project at Howard and
Paulina hopes to help an area which has
struggled with economic instability and
violence. It may indeed help prevent crime
by adding population to the area. Currently,
the property is surrounded by other vacant
businesses which can be an inducing factor
of crime. More people on the street hope-
fully can reduce criminal activity. Ald.
Hadden and city housing officials believe
that bringing more families into the area
may also increase enrollment in schools
and can spark neighborhood engagement.

Parts of this story came from Quinn
Donoghue of the TheRealDeal.com
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trict boundaries are:

* District C: Rogers Park, and odd parts
and portions of Andersonville, West Ridge,
Arcadia Terrace, Budlong Woods, Bow-
manville and Ravenswood.

e District D: Edgewater, Uptown, and
parts and portions of Andersonville,
Lakeview, and Ravenswood.

* District J: North Center, and parts
and portions of Lincoln Square, Roscoe
Village, Albany Park, North Park, Logan
Square and Palmer Square.

e District I: Lincoln Park, Wrigleyville,
and parts and portions of Lakeview, Buck-
town and Wicker Park.

¢ District N: Near North, Streeterville,
and the Loop.
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