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Harmony makes small things grow,
lack of it makes great things decay.

— Sallust
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(L) The Lawrence Avenue station, in the shadows of the iconic Aragon Ballroom, will get a complete facelift during

the CTA’s modernization project, which is scheduled for completion in late 2124. (R) The Berwyn station is one
of four scheduled L stations scheduled for re-construction as part of the CTA’s Red and Purple Modernization

Project.

RPM project on track,
but if they build it, will the riders come?

$2.1 billion project to be completed in late 2124

STORY AND PHOTOS
BY BOB KITSOS

The Lawrence and Berwyn L
stations closed Sunday as work
began on the CTA’s most ambi-
tious project to date, the $2.1 bil-
lion Red-Purple Line moderniza-
tion [RPM] that is expected to be
completed in about three years.
Replacing six miles of century-old
track and building a rail bypass
to help with congestion near the
Belmont Station also is included
in the reconstruction plans.

With CTA ridership just a
fraction of what it once was pre-
pandemic, contractors for the
CTA are operating full speed
ahead despite the possibility that
ridership won’t return to normal

anytime soon. CTA officials said
Red and Purple Line service will
continue throughout construc-
tion with train service running
on two westernmost tracks while
the CTA rebuilds the two eastern-
most tracks. Red and Purple Line
trains will share a track in both
directions.

Two bus routes, the #81 Law-
rence and the #92 Foster, are be-
ing rerouted to provide customers
with convenient bus-rail trans-
fers; commuters should allow
extra travel time. Ardmore will
be closed during construction be-
tween the CTA tracks and Win-
throp beginning May 24 through
the end of the year. Temporary
station access will be available at
Bryn Mawr and Argyle through-

out construction.

“This is a project that we have
been collectively working toward
as a community for more than a
decade,” said Ald. Harry Oster-
man [48th]. “This is the largest
public infrastructure project in
our community in a lifetime.”
When completed, the stations
will be larger and will closely
reflect the work at the rehabbed
Wilson Red Line station, which
re-opened in 2017.

Osterman said the project will
bring the community four new
stations: Bryn Mawr, Berwyn,
Argyle and Lawrence. All these
stations will be completely ADA-
accessible. The Americans with
Disabilities Act (1990) provides
the minimum requirements for

RPM see p. 12

Chicago-area media host
joint fundraiser through June 11

Collaboration includes 41 community media, legacy and emerging outlets

Forty-three independent Chica-
go-area media outlets - includ-
ing this newspaper - have joined
forces to raise funds in a month-
long campaign. The for-profit and
nonprofit organizations represent
a wide cross-section of commu-
nity media in the city and nearby
suburbs.

The public can give at savechica-
gomedia.org through June 11. The
website offers the option to do-
nate one amount to be split evenly
among all of the outlets, or donors
can select one or more outlets to
give a specific amount.

This is the second annual Chi-
cago Independent Media Alli-
ance [CIMA] joint fundraiser.
The 2020 campaign, put together
in three weeks, raised more than
$160,000 for 43 members, includ-
ing $60,000 in matching funds
from local foundations. More
than 1,000 individuals donated,
with two-thirds opting to support
all outlets. One of the positive
side effects of the effort was new
visibility and amplification of a
wide range of media voices.
“There are multiple obstacles
facing independent media,” said

Yazmin Dominguez, CIMA proj-
ect coordinator. “The impact of
COVID-19, decreases in advertis-
ing and additional problems have
hurt local media. Community
media outlets are not getting the
resources they need and are thus
facing the real possibility of clo-
sure. This includes media serving
African American, Latinx, Asian
American, immigrant, LGBTQ,
and other Chicago communities.”
The campaign was organized
and is coordinated by CIMA, a
project launched in 2019 by the
Chicago Reader. Our 68 partners
in the alliance include traditional
print newspapers, independently
produced podcasts, dynamic
video production studios, and
nonprofit newsrooms focusing on
key issues that affect the fabric of
the city. The campaign hashtag is
#SaveChicagoMedia.

The CIMA is made up of nearly
70 outlets who believe there is
no better way to reach the city’s
most underserved communities
than through community media
outlets for and by those commu-
nities. We stand for information,
accessibility, and equity.

Visit savechicagomedia.org.
Questions can be directed to
ydominguez@chicagoreader.
com.

CIMA Media partners, AirGo
Radio, Borderless Magazine,
Block Club Chicago, Bronzeville
Life, Chicago in Arabic, Chicago
Music Guide, Chicago Public
Square, Chicago Reader, CHIRP
Radio, Cicero Independiente,
City Bureau, Current Magazines,
The West Side Current Magazine,
E3 Radio, Evanston Roundtable,
Free Spirit Media, Gazette Chi-
cago, Gozamos, Growing Com-
munity Media: Austin Weekly
News, Wednesday Journal, For-
est Park Review and Riverside
Brookfield Landmark; Hyde
Park Herald, Injustice Watch,
Inside Publications: Skyline, In-
side Booster, News Star newspa-
pers; Invisible Institute, La Raza
Newspaper, Loop North News,
Midway Minute, Mild Sauce,
Newcity, North Lawndale Com-
munity News, Paseo Podcast,
Polish Daily News, Public Nar-
rative, Rebellious Magazine for

FUNDRAISER see p. 12

Twenty questions,
no answers

Virtually no public participation allowed
at staged meeting insiders hope
will result in free real estate

BY PETER VON BUOL

On May 11 about 200 people
attended what was described as
a community meeting. It turned
out to be merely a virtual sales
presentation hosted by a Boston-
based developer who may be giv-
en Lincoln Square’s city-owned
parking lot at 4715 N. Western
to build a five-story mixed-use
building contingent upon the
developer being granted Low
Income Housing Tax Credits to
subsidize construction.

The two-hour meeting began
with an introduction by Laura
Reimers, the 47th Ward chief of
staff. “Now, I just want to take a
brief moment to talk you through
our community-driven zoning
process,” she said about a plan
that was originally hatched in
secret, sometime in the summer
of 2019, and now, two years later,
has still not had a free-flowing
open community debate on the
very premise of the proposal:
turning a critical piece of com-
mercial infrastructure, and other
taxpayer assets, over to a private
developer so that they may per-
sonally profit.

This was the fourth virtual
meeting on this proposal, and
perhaps the least democratic of
them all. Just like the rigged push
poll conducted in March by Ald.
Matt Martin, this meeting was a
set up. It was dominated by The
Community Builders [TCB] and
their supporters, who kept nearly
90% of the approximately 200 at-
tendees muted and locked out of
participating, only allowing them
to watch.

This meeting was exhibit “A”
on how insufficient virtual meet-
ings are in debating important
community issues, when one
person literally has the power to
deny free speech, and mute de-
bate, with the press of a button.

The show was highlighted by
the only unscripted moment of
the night, a series of 20 questions
posited by Cook County Trea-
surer Maria Pappas. Ald. Martin
and TCB did not count on her
showing up, had no response to
her questions, and so they just
ignored her. The meeting hosts,
pressed live on air, refused to an-
swer the questions on the record.

Reimers said this meeting was
“unique in the sense that current-
ly [TCB is] applying for funding.
We’ll get more in depth about this
throughout the meeting, the point
at which our office would be in a
position to make a decision here
would be if a proposal would re-

ceive funding, then we’d receive
an application.” The message
quickly became clear, TCB and
Ald. Martin were selling a nar-
rative that this night’s monologue
was actually a “community-driv-
en process.”

This meeting was exhibit
“A” on how insufficient
virtual meetings are

in debating important
community issues,

when one person
literally has the power to
deny free speech,

and mute debate, with
the press of a button.

“We actually went ahead and in
2019 provided some preliminary
materials that we received, about
this potential project,” she contin-
ued. “I just want to say that, one
of the things that we really appre-
ciate working in our community
is how engaged and informed and
involved people are, especially in
our various decision-making pro-
cesses. So, we definitely expect
nothing less tonight,” Reimers
said. Then only four unscripted
questions were taken at the end of
the meeting. People were blocked
entirely from commenting in
the chat box which meant more
than 90% of the audience was si-
lenced.

“We know people might have
strong opinions about this prop-
erty. That our community is
strong and understanding and
listening to folks who have differ-
ent perspectives,” said Reimers of
a meeting that featured virtually
no open debate. “Folks from our
team are looking forward to lis-
tening and learning tonight,” she
said.

The meeting was a carefully
orchestrated two-hour presenta-
tion by officials from TCB, who
described why they should be
given a city parking lot for free
to build a five-story mixed-use
apartment building. Described
as affordable housing, the major-
ity of these units will be priced at
about market rate, similar to oth-
ers in the neighborhood.

The presentation began with
a monologue by TCB’s Kirk Al-
binson, who serves as the site’s
project manager. Albinson is a
veteran of the real estate commu-
nity meeting process. A resident
of Winnetka, Albinson serves as
chairman of Winnetka’s Design

QUESTIONS see p. 12
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Mayor did not create Chicago’s problems, she jUSt can’t resolve them

By Thomas J. O'Gorman

Can you feel it? The slow drip,
drip, drip of the big melt. The
great warm-up against the bone
chill wrought by COVID-19?

The methodical rewind of the
past 12 months, as the ground
begins to drink up the last frozen
evidence of the winter’s pandem-
ic that stretches back to Spring
2020.

Is it actually dissolving in the
stare of history? Can we really
uncover our faces, demystifying
ourselves once more? Mingling
with loved ones. rejecting our
embrace of the Stockholm Syn-
drome and home confinement?

If you have received your two
jabs you are ready to venture out
for a burger and a martini.

But I've got to take it slow
at first, don’t want to rush into
things. Like crowds. Grocery
shopping. You can’t isolate for a
year and then get dropped into a
shoulder-to-shoulder gathering.

I’ll need the open spaces for a
while. Free to roam or sit some
things out. The pandemic has
given me some fresh perspective,
and not bad in every case. I feel a
little sensitive to noise and com-
motion.

Maintaining a sense of calm
is critical. Even though I’ve done

Open Arms United
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”
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Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor
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my share of pub-crawling in the
streets of London over the years,
I find nothing appealing observ-
ing photos of the thirsty crowds
jamming streets in Hammer-
smith, Piccadilly, Sloane Square.
Or Pimlico. I'm not that desperate
for warm beer.

I’ve got 14 months of ponder-
ing under my belt, and among the
things I'm distraught over is the
city. Our city.

I feel badly at the political cha-
os Chicago finds itself in at the
moment. That’s what I'm fretting
about as pandemic melts. The
shabby quality of life and humor
in town. The threadbare ideas
and camouflaged good intentions
exposing our weaknesses and de-
fenses.

I’ve been charting the serious-
ness of the times we live in. Chi-
cago hasn’t been this vulnerable
since the Great Fire of 1871. Back
then, post-fire, many folk, busi-
ness bosses and politicos alike
were out of their minds looking
at their charred hometown. But
Chicago’s highly reasoned and
inventive men of business knew
that fretting would only squan-
der chances of surviving the fire
damage.

Crying about conditions was a
waste of time and money. They
knew they had but one objective:
get the bankers of the East to sup-
port the rebuilding of the nation’s
second city. They knew it would
thrive.

Taking a chance on the future
was the name of the game. Recon-
necting telegraph lines and rail-
way lines would first enable Chi-
cago to engage the nation. Start
talking again, seeing the critical
people. Larger-than-life men of
Chicago business would have to
connect personally with family
and commercial allies back east
to fashion a plan of rescue.

Marshall Field, Potter Palmer,

Dr. Jackie Jackson

Candace Jordan,
Shelley Rosen.

Maria Pappas and

Bob Wallace

Philip Danforth Armour, the Mc-
Cormicks, the Swifts all needed
to lobby America to develop a
strategy for survival. The time
has come for Chicago to do this
again.

Maybe the melting ice of the
pandemic is just what we need to
call us to action.

Have we had enough of the Chi-
cago Police Dept. being battered
and abused by fringe elements
of Chicagoans with questionable
loyalties and inaccurate versions
of the truth?

Have we watched long enough
as the Chicago Police are ham-
strung by the mayor to pursue law
breakers?

Can we slow the retirements
and resignations of long-time
skilled police veterans who no
longer want to serve the current
mayor?

Is anyone fed up with the dis-
unity and factionalism in the
City Council between the Mayor
(President of the Council) and the
50 seated alderman?

Does anyone find the unusually
high number of resignations in
the city’s executive branch a dis-
turbing daily reality?

How long can the President of
the County Board (Tony Preck-
winckle) and the Mayor wage si-
lent but deadly warfare before it
takes its ultimate toll on the city?

Second Church of Christ, Scientist,
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Chicago invites you to this free talk

Has the Mayor’s suspicious
nature and mistrustful persona
damaged the ability of City Hall
management to grow real munici-
pal leaders?

Is Chicago’s reputation for ur-
ban responsibility finished? Is its
welcome in national dialogues for
further strength and stability not
vanished in the ineptitude of the
current mayoral administration?

Have hopes for rebuilding urban
unity in Chicago been eclipsed by
the stale mayoral response and
the dependence on shallow truth?

What’s with the news blackouts
and the manipulation of facts in
the press? They expand the pub-
lic’s worst fears about the true
level of violence and crime in
Chicago.

Don’t they sandbag the May-
or’s real agenda for progress and
economic stimulation? Has the
Mayor’s unwillingness to engage
in honest dialogue with business
leaders, restaurant owners and ac-
ademic administrators not creat-
ed a dystopian reality around her
that shows little hope for change?

Have we reached our breaking
point yet?

There are no easy answers in
the lives of the nation’s largest
cities in 2021. Mayor Lori Light-
foot did not create Chicago’s
problems. She just can’t resolve
them. Her biases and life experi-
ences prevent her from rational
and intelligent responses that are
healthy and wise.

Just look at the record of may-
oral performance. The city is
looted, abused, infected, unsafe,
unhealthy, without harmony, ami-
ty or its traditional sense of neigh-
borhood.

Perhaps pandemic has made
some Chicagoans brave, revived,
or angry. Maybe we can finally
take off our face masks. And find
out what we’re made of. I hope
so. “This isn’t a tea party at Ro-
sary College,” my mother used to
say. “It’s a fist fight at a hockey
game.”

NEWSMAKER: Bob Wal-
lace, the long-time CBS Chanel
2 reporter, died at his Lake For-
est home last week at 80 from
COVID-19. From 1970 to 1991,
Chicagoans watched Wallace
carry them along on news stories
and intriguing “behind the scenes
adventures.” He was a good sport
and will be missed.

DR. JACKSON: Congratula-
tions to Jacquiline Brown Jack-
son (Mrs. Jesse Jackson) who
will receive an Honorary Doctor
of Humane Letters from the Jack-
sons’ alma mater, North Carolina
A&T State Univ. Mrs. Jackson,
who has been married to Rev.
Jackson for 50 years, has been a
tireless leader for human and civil

rights. She remains now a bright-
er light to all who seek peace and
understanding in Chicago and
around the world.

FLORAL EXTRAVAGAN-
ZA: Cook County Treasurer
Maria Pappas and columnist
Candace Jordan gave away 500
roses on the Mag Mile on Moth-
ers’ Day. But check out the flo-
ral display that will remain all
month in the nearby CTA riders’
kiosk. All due to the partnership
of French Advertising Company,
JCDecaux, and Chicago’s own
Luxe Bloom founder, Shelley
Rosen. And wasn’t that Pap-
pas asking the only tough ques-
tions to a scheming developer at
a community meeting in Lincoln
Square last week? The meeting
was a total put up job, and she
wasn’t buying it.

JUDICIARY: Supporters
across Chicago are happy it’s of-
ficial, attorney Dan Ballanoff is
running for judge of the Circuit
Court. Finally some good news.

IDA HAENDEL: My City Hall
days found me fortunate to have
many interns to assist researching
and confecting projects, especial-
ly the Chicago’s history of which

PROBLEMS see p. 10
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Clearway
Community Solar

Introducing Community Solar subscription plans for Illinois.
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Reduce your lllinois utility bill while supporting local solar.

Join a Clearway Community Solar Farm.
Renewable Power + a Savings Guarantee.

Did you know that in lllinois, you can now support local solar
power without installing panels on your roof?
No more retail energy gimmicks, no more green power premiums.
Join a Clearway Community Solar farm and benefit from our
energy savings guarantee.

- $
@ | Q | 0 % Promo Code: SunnySaver21

No Roof Required, Guaranteed Savings No Cancellation Fee
no maintenance on power for a limited time

Learn more and enroll online in 5 minutes’
1.866.985.0683 | www.clearwaycommunitysolar.com/SunnySaver21

*Offer valid to new residential customers only through May 15, 2021. Clearway’s savings based on a guaranteed 20% discount on the value of the net metering credits generated a customer's subscription for customers
on the default supply service rate with the utility (ComEd or Ameren) only after the solar farm activates. Customers will still receive a utility bill and are responsible for payment. Solar production and actual savings may
vary. Eligibility for a $400 Clear-way bill credit if enrollment is completed by May 15, 2021, and after completing payment on their first Clearway invoice. Customer must be an active customer in good standing with no
overdue payments at the time of fulfillment to receive the Clearway bill credit. Please allow up to 6 weeks for application of the Clearway bill credit. No cash value; restrictions apply. Customers may cancel their Clearway
Community Solar subscription with the minimum notice period identified in the Clearway Community Solar Agreement. Subject to the terms of the Community Solar Agreement, the cancellation fee ranges from $0-$200
and will be waived. No minimum credit requirement, subject to farm availability. Clearway projects are in development and activation dates may vary. For full program terms and conditions, please refer to the Clearway

Customer Agreement.
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On-Site Dialysis Unit
Now Open

At

ALDEN 4\
LAKELAND

REHABILITATION AND HEALTH CARE

At Alden Lakeland, we’re committed to helping
you be comfortable in your treatment choice

Units staffed with care team trained in kidney
and end-stage renal diseases

Coordinated care between Alden Lakeland
and DaVita teams

Three day treatment model
Post-treatment care

Comfortable treatment chairs and individual
flat-screen TVs

Call 773-769-2570
or visit www.AldenLakeland.com

In partnership with 63\" ta
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Don’t pay

too much

for homes in Chlcago

Chicago’s spring
existing-home mar-
ket on the city’s
North Side truly is
the wackiest hous-
ing observers have
seen in decades.

“It's a strong
The Home Front  seller’s market on
By Don DeBat the North Side with
multiple offers the
rule, but buyers should be careful not to
overpay because of the low-inventory bub-
ble,” advised John Irwin, broker with Baird
& Warner.

“On the Near North Side, home sales and
units under contract have rebounded nice-
ly, however inventory levels are still grow-
ing at alarming rates—up 44.1% in April
in the Loop, Streeterville, Gold Coast and
River North,” noted Irwin, author of the
May 2021 Market Analysis for Chicago’s
North Side.

Apparently, Near North home and condo-
minium sellers are still worried about last
year’s looting and civil unrest downtown,
and the negative impact of the COVID-19
virus on high-rise living.

On the positive side, overall existing
home and condo inventory was up 19.2%
in April on the entire North Side.

However, prospective buyers seeking a
residence in Lincoln Park and North Center
will have to shop hard. The inventory level
in Lincoln Park declined 7.2% in April,
and it plummeted 22.8% in North Center.

The Baird & Warner analysis posted the
following median price points in April:

* Near North Side. The median price was
$435,000, up 4.8% from April of 2020.

* Lincoln Park. The median price spiked
10% in April to $577,750, compared with
a year ago.

* Lake View. The median price fell 1.3%
to $440,500 from April of 2020.

* North Center. The median price was
$5,000, up 3.9% from the same month a
year ago.

Mortgage rates fall again

Affordable home-loan rates in recent
weeks also buoyed the market. Freddie
Mac’s Primary Mortgage Market Survey
reported on May 13 that benchmark 30-
year fixed home loans nationwide slipped
t0 2.94%, down from 2.96% a week earlier.
A year ago, the 30-year fixed-loan average
was 3.28%.

Fifteen-year fixed mortgages averaged
2.26%, down from 2.30% a week earlier.
A year ago, the 15-year fixed loan average
was 2.72%.

The Freddie Mac survey is focused on
conventional, conforming, fully amortizing
home purchase loans for borrowers who
put 20% down and have excellent credit.

In Chicago on May 13, Rate Rabbit

21

Ximena

Alban

Real Estate Broker

7300 N. Western
Chicago IL 60645

xralban@gmail.com
www.C21Universal.com

Direct: 773 416-9568
Fax: 773 465-5068

“Es un honor servir
a la comunidad Latinx de Chicago”

Centuncy,

UnivERsAL REAL ESTATE

The median price for a home in Lincoln Park
spiked 10% in April to $577,750, compared
with a year ago.

Home Loans was quoting 2.849% on a 30-
year fixed mortgage with a down payment
of 20% and a loan fee of $1,900, reported
Rate Seeker.com.

Gateway Capital Mortgage was quoting
2.877% on 30-year loans and 2.125% on
15-year loans with a 5% down payment.
The loan fee was $595.

“Since the most recent peak in April,
mortgage rates have declined nearly a
quarter of one percentage point and have
remained under 3% for the past month,’
noted Sam Khater, Freddie Mac’s Chief
Economist.

“Low rates offer homeowners an oppor-
tunity to lower their monthly payment by
refinancing and our most recent research
shows that many borrowers, especially
Black and Hispanic borrowers, who could
benefit from refinancing still aren’t pursu-
ing the option.”

While the low mortgage-rate environ-
ment has been a boon to the housing mar-
ket, Khater predicted it may not last long.

“Consumer inflation recently has ac-
celerated at its fastest pace in more than
12 years and may lead to higher mortgage
rates in the summer,” Khater warned.

Grants for roof and porch repairs

Is your roof or porch in need of repair?
You may qualify to receive a grant from
the City of Chicago to fix it. Income-eligi-
ble Chicago property owners can apply for
the City’s Roof and Porch Repair Program
and be entered in a lottery to receive one-
time service on their home.

Applications will be accepted on one day
only, tomorrow — Thursday, May 20 from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Those who would like to
take advantage of this program may visit
www.chicago.gov/roofandporch or call 311
to be placed on the list. Applicants will be
selected via lottery.

Households earning 80% or below the
area median income may be eligible to par-
ticipate in the program.

A random lottery drawing will take place
for registered participants in July, and those
selected will be formally notified by mail.
For more information call 312-744-3653.

For more housing news, visit www.don-
debat.biz. Don DeBat is co-author of “Es-
caping Condo Jail,” the ultimate survival
guide for condominium living. Visit www.
escapingcondojail.com.

BBB A+ Rating
SNOW REMOVAL
COMMON AREAS CLEANING
OFFICE CLEANING * CARPET CLEANING
POWER WASHING

773-292-6015

www.callchoicejanitorial:com
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lllinois Rental
Payment Program

The lllinois Rental Payment
Program (ILRPP) can provide up to
$25,000 in emergency rental assistance.

Eligibility Requirements Rental Payment Program

¢ Household must have experienced ¢ Eligible households may receive up to 15
a financial hardship directly — or months of assistance from June 2020
indirectly — due to the pandemic. through August 2021.

e The household is behind on rent ® Priority will be given to:

and/ or is at risk of experiencing

homelessness or housing instability. © households with a member who is

currently unemployed.

e 2020 household income was below
80% of the Area Median Income,
adjusted for household size.

© households below 50% of the Area
Median Income, adjusted for household
size.

e Proof of citizenship is not required. _ o _ _
Rental assistance is not a “public- ® The grant is paid directly to housing provider.

charge” benefit. e For program information, visit IHDA.org.

® Housing providers and tenants can submit a
L~ m joint application starting on May 17th at

o | ILRPP.IHDA.org
‘NORTHSIDE B £ . L .
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION or questions, application assistance or

1530 W. Morse Avenue, Chicago, IL 60626 even_ a bla_n_k paper gpphcahon, please call,
Ph.(773) 262-2290 Ext. 34 email or visit Northside Community

Email: ILRPP@northsidecr.org Development Coproration.

lllinois Rental Payment Program
Preserving Housing Stability during the COVID-19 Pandemic

Applications available: IHDA.org or via www.northsidecdc.org

Do you need application assistance or have

Questions? Contact us: ﬂ
ILLINOIS HOUSING

ILLINOIS RENTAL
(773) 262-2290 Ext. 34 DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY PAYMENT PROGRAM
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PRINTED BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF ILLINGIS
03182021, 32,000 copies printed. 818508
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A-A SALVAGE
Plumbing Liquidation

Jacuzzi, Faucets, Sinks
Vanities, Bidet
Ridgid Plumbing Tools
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Letters to the Editor

The “debate” about and polic-
ing of black and natural hair in
schools began long before March,
2021. This is when four-year-old
Jett Hawkins’ mother received
a call from Providence St. Mel
saying her son’s braids violated a
school dress code that also bans
dreadlocks and other natural
hairstyles. We’ve seen the oppres-
sion of black hair all across the
country.

In 2017, Black students at a
charter school outside Boston
were given detention and sus-
pensions — and even removed
from sports teams — for wearing
braids.

In 2016 Kentucky High Schools
also had a Natural Hair Ban which
explicitly stated that no “hairstyle
that is extreme, distracting, or at-

Get out of our students’ hair

tention-getting will be permitted.
No dreadlocks, cornrows, twists,
mohawks, and no jewelry will be
worn in hair.”

The policing of students’ hair
is unacceptable. At our schools,
we prioritize the student, foster a
welcoming learning environment,
value their experience, and cel-
ebrate them and their hair. This
is why we are proud to support
SB817, written by Sen. Mike Sim-
mons, which bans discrimination
in schools against hairstyles tra-
ditionally associated with race
and ethnicity.

Our schools serve children
from all over the world, speaking
more than three dozen languages.
We want them to live and breathe
their story and culture - to know
what it means to live in the land

of the free.

At our schools, we know that
hair is a birthright and a part of
the body, just like a fingernail. If
students can paint and cut their
nails, they should be able to wear
their hair in whatever style, color,
or length they choose.

As principals, we believe that
all students should feel they be-
long and can thrive in the class-
room as they are. The time for
debate is up. It’s time for action.
It’s time to pass SB 817.

Mary Beck - Senn High School
Principal

Chad Thomas - Sullivan High
School

Jennifer Sutton - Von Steuben
Metropolitan Science Center

TCB keeps changing their tune

No, Elon Musk is not start-
ing an IPO. Neither is a Chicago
sports GM sabotaging his team’s
chances. And Ald. Matt Martin is
not taking the money.

When an alderman of Chicago
does something fatheaded, that is
usually the only reason. So many
alderman have gone to jail for
taking money, it is a running gag.
Based on the crime stat number, it
can be argued that per capita, City
Council may be the most corrupt
institution in Chicago.

But every time the topic of
saving the Lincoln Square park-

ing lot arises, that phrase comes
up: “Why would the alderman do
something so dumb? He’s not tak-
ing money, is he?”

Well, we hope not. But there
sure is a lot of taxpayer money
in the balance aimed at only one
out-of-state developer.

With two huge recently closed
bank buildings near Lawrence
and Western, why not put the
housing there?

Two reasons come to mind:

One, those property owners will
not give away their properties for
free to The Community Builders

QYL Funeral Home
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[TCB]. Only a politician would be
that foolish with assets.

Second, it appears the alder-
man hates Lincoln Square and its
founders. He hates the Germans.
Hates the Greeks. Hates the Ser-
bians, Bulgarians and Romanians.
He hates the Danes, Swiss and
Luxembourgers.

He wants to erase all evidence
of the European culture that built
the neighborhood. And to achieve
that end he’s willing to put at risk
all the small independent busi-
nesses and cultural institutions
that made Lincoln Square what it
is today.

Imagine if it was the Puerto Ri-
can Day or Bud Billiken parades
he was threatening instead of the
German-American Festival? He
would have never attempted such
a brazen thing.

The developer will not replace
all the parking spots. They never
do. Considering all the secrecy
that’s been the one constant of
this crooked deal, who would
trust them? That is the history of
Chicago’s City Council. Promise
the stars; Deliver dirt. And in 15
years they’re outta here with mil-
lions in profits.

Ald. Martin wants to give the
parking lot away for $1, along with
millions of dollars of subsidies,
tax credits and management fees
every year to his friends. And he
is not going to let small business
owners stand in his way. That is
why his hand-picked, out-of-town
developer, TCB, keeps changing
their tune. First it was for the poor.
Then it was for diversity, density,
low-income, now it is for artists.
Offer something for everyone to
get what you want.

Is this alderman following
the great Chicago tradition of
Tom Keane, Ed Burke and Rod
Blagojevich? Dan Rostenkowski,
Bruce Farley, Marty Tuchow, and
Eddie Rosewell?

Jean Baptiste Point du Sable
was Chicago’s first non-Native
American settler. He was cheated
out of his land by the second non-
Native American settler. And he
was cheated by the third. Are we
going to let a recent arrival from
Arizona and his Boston-based
developers cheat us and destroy
Lincoln Square?

Michael Sullivan
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PITCH IN=PARKS!

(Left and center) Chicagoans love their parks! Come help clean up starting June 1. Register now. (Right) Sculptu
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Heart
of the ‘Hood

by Felicia Dechter

Willa Iglitzen Lang is on a mission. As
executive director of the Chicago Parks
Foundation [CPF], she wants to make sure
our parks are beautified and spiffy for
throngs of summertime visitors.

That’s why the nonprofit CPF has
launched the second season of its citywide
volunteer effort, Pitch In for the Parks! The
family-friendly event kicks off June 1 and
will help keep the city’s 600-plus public
parks clean.

“The Chicago Park District [CPD] is
incredibly busy trying to keep the parks
clean,” said Lang, a River North resident.
“Tax dollars just can’t do everything that
we ask the parks to do for us.

“People want a good way to take own-
ership and improve their neighborhood,”
added Lang. “We show them how. With
Pitch In, we give them all the tools to make
it happen.”

CPF launched in 2013 as the nonprofit
partner of the CPD. The foundation was
founded because the CPD was strapped for
funds and couldn’t hire seasonal workers
to keep the parks clean, said Lang.

“We felt that every great city should
have partner parks,” said Lang. “We were
established as a public/private partnership
with the CPD for fundraising and trying to
raise money for the parks. We didn’t want
a handout, but wanted to come in and pro-
vide services to the community.”

The organization brings community
ideas to action, raising funds and aware-
ness for park projects all across our city.
It also serves as a fiscal partner to 70-plus
local Park Advisory Councils.

One of its other projects is the AIDS
Garden being built at the Belmont Rocks,
where ground will be broken June 1 and 2
with a scheduled Fall completion. Already
up is the Keith Haring Foundation’s 30° tall
sculpture in the park, and soon to come is
the Gingko Grove of Reflection walking
path and a Unity Garden tended by com-
munity gardeners, Lang said.

“It was created so no one will ever for-
get,” said Lang. “It’s an example of who we
are. We’re fundraisers but we also take on
legacy projects.”

Pitch In for the Parks!, was created last
year in response to COVID-19. It is open to
anyone who wants to host a clean-up group
or join an existing event from the interac-
tive map on the CPF website. Community
groups, corporate teams and individual vol-
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(L) Willa Iglitzen Lang, executive director of Chicago Parks Foundation. (R) Gingko Grove view from Unity Garden in the AIDS Garden.
Photo and image by Chicago Parks Foundation

unteers can participate in adopting a park
with others in their neighborhood. CPF
is providing masks, gloves, garbage bags,
all put in a bucket, Lang said. All ages are
welcome, she said.

The parks are already great, but CPF

“It has been a hard year
and people need something to
do,” said Willa Iglitzen Lang.

“It’s positive and it’s immediate
gratification in a time when
we’ve had so little control
over our lives.”

wants to help the community connect with
them, said Lang. “Every park has a differ-
ent community and different needs,” she
said. “But one thing every park could use
is extra hands in keeping them clean.”

Registration is now open on an ongo-
ing enrollment basis but needed as soon as
possible so supplies can be gauged. Park
clean-ups start June 1 and last through
October. Volunteers can sign up at chica-
goparksfoundation.org/volunteer,  which
includes an interactive map and a list of
Chicago parks.

“It has been a hard year and people need
something to do,” said Lang. “It’s positive
and it’s immediate gratification in a time
when we’ve had so little control over our
lives.”

The clean-up idea was the brainchild
of former park district president Bryan
Traubert, a Lakeview resident and former
National Park Foundation chairman who
currently sits on the CPF board. (He also,
according to social media, is married to
Penny Pritzker).

Last year’s inaugural initiative brought in
2,000 volunteers for 350 park clean-ups.

This year, so far 90 volunteer groups
have signed up for the season—many of
which are participating in reoccurring
sessions—adding up to a total of 300-plus
clean-up events citywide. Some unique
organizations are on board to help includ-
ing the Chicago Mustang Club, the British
School and Chicago Cares. “So it really

runs the gamut,” said Lang.

CPF expects the count to keep growing
as the park advisory councils, local busi-
nesses and community organizations con-
tinue to step up and adopt parks this month
and beyond.

This year is different, said Lang, in that
last year people signed up for a one time
only clean up. But now, some are commit-
ting to a specific park for an entire season,
she said.

“Everybody can do a little something,”
said Lang. “Maybe you can’t donate but
feel like doing something. Parks improve
our quality of life. The Chicago Parks
Foundation’s goal is to encourage park lov-
ers and users to become park givers and
stewards.”

Lang mentioned that many park district
employees are working in areas that they’re
specifically trained for. For example, per-
haps they’re an employee working with
children and they need to be fingerprinted.
A lot of thought goes into things we don’t
even think about within the park district I
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guess.

Pitch In, is a way to get some fresh air
and hopefully sunshine, enjoy your park,
lead by example, and maybe even get a lit-
tle peace. Our green spaces are enjoyed by
so many and this past year especially, we
have experienced the value and impact the
parks have on our lives, said Lang.

The initiative brings people together
during a time when we’ve been so isolat-
ed, Lang said. It’s an opportunity to come
together and make our parks better. And
Lang really appreciated us spreading the
word, she said.

So please, head on down to your local
park and lend a helping hand.

“You are welcome, we need you, and
this is something you can do today,” said
Lang.
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Police
Beat...

Catalytic converter thieves
targeting Prius and pick-ups
on Far North Side, cops say

The community alert about cata-
lytic converter thieves from Chicago
police follows recent similar alerts
for Lakeview and the Northwest
Side, Lincoln Park and Old Town.

Thieves were seen sawing parts
off cars in Lincoln Park again around
6 a.m. May 11. A witness said two
men were under a white convert-
ible with a saw on the 2400 block of
N. Cannon around 6 a.m. No arrests
were made. Just 10 days ago, we re-
ported on a thief sawing a catalytic
converter off a car on Broadway
near Belmont as the sun rose. Other
thefts were reported nearby the
same morning.

According to the new alert from
Area Three detectives, police said a
theft crew is targeting Toyota Prius
and pick-up trucks during over-
night hours in Rogers Park, Edge-
water, and West Ridge. In one case,
a witness saw four men working
together to steal the valuable car
parts while driving in a Jeep and a
sedan, the alert said.

An automotive website reported
earlier this year that Toyota Prius is
“particularly attractive” to thieves
because the cars run cleaner than
most vehicles, so the precious met-
als in their converters are less de-
pleted than standard cars. Pick-up
trucks and SUVs have long been
popular targets because they are
easier for thieves to crawl under.

Police publicly linked six thefts
during April to the crew, but more
cases are likely involved. CPD said
they struck in Edgewater on the
5200 block of N. Kenmore between
April 6 and 8 and the 1100 block of
W. Balmoral around 5:30 a.m. April
28.

In Rogers Park, thefts occurred
in the 7500 block of N. Kenmore at
11:30 p.m. on April 9; the 1600 block
of W. Wallen between April 12 and
17; and the 7500 block of N. Western
around 6 a.m. on April 30.

One case occurred in West Ridge
on the 7400 block of N. Washtenaw
between April 7 and April 9, accord-
ing to the alert.

Anyone with information about
the crimes can contact Area Three
detectives at 312-744-8263 regard-
ing community alert P21-3-062.

Ravenswood man
fatally shot in Rogers Park

Christian Schroeder of Raven-
swood was fatally shot May 11 while
sitting in a parked car in West Rog-
ers Park.

The 29-year-old victim was sit-
ting in the passenger seat of a ve-
hicle parked on the 6000 block of N.
California when someone walked
up and fired on him at about 6:50
p.m. said Chicago police.

Schroeder was struck in the neck

EXPRESS
CAR WASH

Automatic Car Wash

FREE VACUUMING
3218 W. Irving
4550 W. Addison
4820 W. Lawrence

and taken to Saint Francis Hospital
in Evanston, where he was later pro-
nounced dead.

No one was in custody, police said.

No arrest made after man
inappropriately touches women
at North-Clybourn CTA station

Two women
reported  being
sexually  abused

by the same man
at a North Side
CTA station within
an hour on May
10, but neither
woman filed a po-
lice report, and the
man has not been
detained.

This writer wit-
nessed one of
the assaults as it
unfolded on a staircase to the north-
bound platform at North-Clybourn
around 12:52 p.m. As he approached
the top of the stairs, a woman began
screaming for help from below.

Within a split-second, a man
emerged from the staircase, walked
swiftly past him, and headed to the
southbound platform. The woman,
who was standing halfway down the
stairs with her property strewn on the
steps, yelled, “He touched me!”

As she headed up to the CTA em-
ployee booth at street level, our writ-
er went to the southbound platform
to take pictures of the offender - who
appears to have a mental health con-
dition — so responding officers could
quickly share a description via radio.

But the police were never called.

“l have some pix for the police”
the writer told the victim and a CTA
worker.

“She don't want the police,” the
transit employee said as the victim
cried and nursed an injured finger.

Officers were never called — at
least not until the man inappropri-
ately touched another woman on the
southbound platform about 45 min-
utes later.

CPD spokesperson Karie James
confirmed that officers were called
to the North-Clybourn station at 1:38
p.m. after receiving reports of a “male
walking around [the] CTA platform
touching females inappropriately.”
According to dispatch records, a de-
scription of the offender matched
the man’s appearance in the first in-
cident.

Police responded, but they didn't
find the man and the call was “coded
out” without a report, James said.

A law enforcement source said the
man is known to police and has been
linked to similar incidents, but many
victims don't stick around to file re-
ports. When reports have been filed,
police have been unable to locate
him.

3-year sentence for Loop
mugging of 76-year-old

A suburban man has pleaded guilty
to knocking a 76-year-old man to the
ground and robbing him at a Loop
ATM in Oct. 2019 in exchange for
a three-year prison sentence. With
. | credit for time
served before
pleading and a
50% sentence
reduction for
good behavior,
Michael Zuffa
walked out
of  Stateville
Correctional
__~ ~— ~  Center on the
same day he arrived, records show.

Around 12:30 p.m. Oct. 14, 2019,
the senior citizen was withdrawing
money from an outdoor ATM at 70 W.
Randolph when Zuffa forced his hand
away from the machine, knocked him
to the ground, and robbed him of
$300 cash, prosecutors said.

Michael Zuffa
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But a good Samaritan saw the
whole thing and followed Zuffa. The
witness told police he saw Zuffa shed
a green sweatshirt and board a CTA
bus a few blocks away. Cops caught
up with the bus, arrested Zuffa, and
recovered $280 in $20 bills from him,
according to a CPD report.

The victim, who lives in Lincoln
Park, could not identify Zuffa, but
the witness did that for him, prosecu-
tors said. Cops also recovered a green
sweatshirt from the bus stop on Madi-
son St. Police gave the $280 cash that
Zuffa was carrying to the alleged rob-
bery victim.

Zuffapleaded guilty to one count of
robbery in exchange for a three-year
sentence. According to lllinois Dept.
of Corrections records, he arrived at
Stateville on April 19 and walked out
later the same day. He'll be on parole
until April 19, 2023.

Burglar busted while lounging
on victim’s couch with wallets,
property

On May 7 police arrested a burglar
as he took time out to lounge on the
victim’s sofa in Wrigleyville, prosecu-
tors say. It's at least the third time the
accused man, Jeff Sarfo, has been
charged with committing felonies in
Wrigleyville.

He went to prison for robbing a vic-
tim at the Ad-
dison Red Line
CTA station in
2012.Andhere-
ceived another
three-year sen-
tence for rob-
bing a couple
outside their
Wrigleyville
home in 2017,
— —  although he
was only in an actual prison for three
days in that case.

Around 10:45 p.m. May 7, a Wrig-
leyville resident saw a man climb
the stairs of a porch and try to open
a third-floor apartment door on the
3700 block of N. Fremont. When it
didn’t open, the man climbed down
and entered a second-floor unit
through its unlocked back door. The
witness called 911.

Police arrived quickly and found
Sarfo, 26, sitting on a couch inside the
second-floor unit, prosecutors said.
He allegedly had two wallets belong-
ing to the apartment’s owner in his
pocket and other property from the
residence in a bag.

The alleged victim told police he
doesn’t know Sarfo and never gave
him permission to be in his apartment,
prosecutors said. Sarfo is charged
with two counts of burglary.

Judge Mary Marubio, noting that
the burglaries allegedly took place
when Sarfo knew people might be
home, ordered him held in lieu of
$50,000 bail. He'll need to post $5,000
and go onto electronic monitoring to
get out of jail before trial.

Sarfo has been sentenced to prison
four times, according to state records:
the 2012 Addison Red Line robbery, a
2012 gun conviction, a 2015 aggravat-
ed fleeing case, and a 2017 robbery of
a Wrigleyville couple.

Around 5:10 a.m. on Sept. 10, 2017,
Sarfo approached a Lakeview couple
outside of their home in the 1200
block of W. Waveland, pulled out a
handgun, and took their valuables,
prosecutors alleged at the time. He
eventually received a three-year sen-
tence in the case. After receiving cred-
it for time served awaiting trial and a
50% sentence reduction for good
behavior, Sarfo left prison three days
after he arrived.

While on bail in the robbery case,
Sarfo was accused of having a gun at
his feet during a traffic stop and then
dropping bullets in the back seat of
the arresting officers’ patrol car.

Because of his background, Sarfo

Jeff Sarfo

faces enhanced Class X felony sen-
tencing in the new burglary case,
prosecutors said during his bond
court hearing. If he's convicted, he
faces a sentence of six- to 30-years.

Shots fired on Loop CTA platform

Police are investigating after some-
one fired a gun during a fight on the
Jackson Blue Line station mezzanine
on May 11. No one was shot, but police
did find a shell casing at the scene.

Detectives released images of two
men that police said are wanted in
connection with the incident, which
reportedly began as a fight near the
station escalators around 2:17 p.m. At
some point during the fight, one of
the men fired a gun.

One of the photos released by
police shows the men fighting on
the station’s platform, too. Police
searched the train tunnel for one of
the suspects but came up empty-
handed. Exactly where the other man
went is not clear.

Cops who reviewed CTA surveil-
lance video told other officers that
the man wearing a gray hoodie and
ripped jeans in the photos appeared
to leave the area with the other man’s
shoes and backpack.

Anyone who recognizes the men
can contact CPD investigators at
312-745-4443. The case number is JE-
226793.

Edgewater man planted
fake pipe bomb
near Bryn Mawr Red Line

An Edgewater man created a fake
pipe bomb from a cardboard tube
and plastic caps, then placed it near
the Bryn Mawr Red Line CTA station
last weekend, causing a massive po-
lice response and disruptions to CTA
train and bus service, prosecutors
said Sunday.

Investiga-
tors fanned out
across the area
with  images
of a suspect
and hit paydirt
when someone
recognized the
man as their
neighbor, As-
- sistant State's
Attorney Meredith Rudolfi said.

James Clark, 57, is charged with
felony false threat of terrorism. Judge
Susana Ortiz ordered him held in lieu
of $50,000 and ordered him to go
onto electronic monitoring if he can
post a $5,000 deposit bond. Ortiz also
told Clark not to possess explosives or
materials that could be used to create
bombs.

Shortly before 11 a.m. on May 8,
a witness flagged down police and
directed them to a suspicious object
near a bus stop next to the Bryn Mawr
station, 1120 W. Bryn Mawr, Rudolfi
said. The object, a cylinder wrapped
in duct tape with plastic caps on both
ends and a wick sticking out of one
side, was later determined to be fake
— but not before police sealed off the
area and CTA passengers were rerout-
ed while a bomb squad investigated.

James Clark

Three offenders beat,
carjack man in Uptown

A 59-year-old suburban man was
beaten on an Uptown street May 15
by three hijackers who drove away
with his car, police said. No arrests
have been made.

The offenders attacked the man
near his car in the 600 block of W. Bue-
na around 1:30 p.m., Officer Anthony
Spicuzza said. They took his keys and

drove away with his gold 2004
Toyota Avalon, which was last seen
westbound on Buena. Paramedics
took the victim to Weiss Memorial
Hospital for treatment. He was ini-
tially reported in good condition,
Spicuzza said.

According to a CPD report, the
carjackers are three Black males
between 16- and 20-years-old. One
wore a white shirt or coat with black
pants, white shoes, and a green
COVID mask. The second suspect,
who was shorter, wore a black jack-
et, black pants, and black shoes.
And the third offender is described
as tall and skinny with dreadlocks.
According to the report, he wore
a black jacket, black pants, and a
white COVID mask.

At least two other carjackings
have been reported on the North
and Far North Sides in the past
three days.

Armed hijackers took a woman'’s
car in Lakeview May 12, then man-
aged to slip away from police after
ditching the car on the city’s West
Side less than an hour later.

In that case, two men displayed
a handgun and demanded the
woman'’s valuables and her car as
she stepped out of the 2014 Audi
Q5 around 7:30 p.m. on the 3800
block of N. Pine Grove, police said.
Some people who saw the inci-
dent said accomplices might have
followed the offenders in a white
Volkswagen.

Then, around 11 p.m. May 13, a
28-year-old man was parking near
Arthur and Greenview in Rogers
Park whenagunmanwalked upand
demanded his keys at gunpoint,
according to police. Police said the
victim complied with the hijacker’s
demands, and the offender drove
away with his silver 2015 Honda
CX-5. It was last seen heading west-
bound on Arthur Ave.

Uptown teen shot

A 17-year-old boy is in good con-
dition after being shot in Uptown
May 15, police said. The victim told
police he was in an alley near the
4500 block of N. Broadway around
11 a.m. when he heard gunfire and
realized he had been shot, accord-
ing to a CPD report and police me-
dia statement.

The teen arrived at Thorek Hos-
pital about an hour later to be
treated for a gunshot wound to his
left thumb, the police report said.

Police did not receive any calls
of shots fired in the area around
the time of the shooting. Officers
searched the area and were seen
examining a possible crime scene
in the 4400 block of N. Clifton on
Saturday afternoon. Area Three de-
tectives are investigating.

He is the third person shot in
Uptown this year. On April 27, a 40-
year-old man was shot in the arm
behind the Uptown Theater. Then,
around noon on May 1, a 28-year-
old man was shot near Argyle and
Kenmore. No charges have been
filed in either case.

Shots fired on Thorndale

On May 14, near Thorndale and
Broadway, individuals in a car fired
a series of shots into the Broadway
Armory parking lot, 5917 N. Broad-
way. At the time of the incident,
there were individuals in the ar-
mory parking lot who returned fire
at the car driving on Thorndale. No
one was injured, although several
cars were damaged. Police con-
tinue to review video footage from
the area and interview witnesses.
One of the cars involved may have
also been involved in another
shooting incident later that night
in Rogers Park.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com
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Detectives made little progress
over the weekend in their investi-
gation of a woman who was beat-
en with a pipe and robbed while
walking in Lakeview May 14.
That’s because the detectives who
should be investigating the attack
were in uniform, sitting in a squad
car on a street corner to increase
police visibility in Lawndale, ac-
cording to a CPD source.

Most other robbery and bur-
glary detectives from CPD’s five
area divisions were also ordered
to hang out on street corners rath-
er than investigate crimes from
Friday through Sunday.

“Their burglary and robbery
cases aren’t being investigated
thoroughly because they are
posted up on some corner for the
entire shift,” an officer told this
reporter. It was the second week-
end in a row that police leaders
ordered legions of detectives to
spend weekend shifts sitting in
cars rather than investigating
crimes. The first instance oc-
curred on May 7.

The union that represents Chi-
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Robbery, burglary investigations
sit idle again as CPD puts detectives on “street corner duty”

cago’s rank-and-file police offi-
cers is urging detectives to protect
themselves from accusations of
non-productivity by filing memos
every time they are taken away
from investigations to camp out
in a car under the new tactic.

“Aspects of this investiga-
tion have been delayed due to
the involuntary assignment,” a
sample memo from the union
reads. Among the duties the draft
document says will be affected
by reassignment are “residential
canvasses, video canvasses, inter-
views, follow-up calls, evidence
identification, evidence preserva-
tion, evidence submissions, policy
review, report writing, [and] war-
rant writing.”

In fact we’ve learned leaders of
the Lakeview-based Town Hall
District on Friday night sent pa-
trol officers to search the neigh-
borhood near the pipe attack for
evidence because there were no
detectives to do it.

Last week, we shared many of
the questions our readers raised
about the tactic with CPD leader-
ship. After three phone calls over
five days, the department on Fri-

day declined to answer the ques-

tions:

e The department has already
reassigned over 1,000 patrol of-
ficers from districts to citywide
anti-violence units. Why can’t
they sit on street corners instead
of taking detectives away from
investigations?

e How many of the city’s detec-
tives are assigned to sit on street
corners?

* What is the purpose of this tactic?

* What, exactly, do the detectives
do when they are assigned to
street corner duty?

e How will using detectives in
this fashion affect their case
clearance rate and prosecution
of offenders?

Now, CPD leaders haven’t gone
completely bonkers. Detectives
who handle homicides are not re-
quired to participate in street cor-
ner duty. But that doesn’t mean
murder investigations aren’t be-
ing affected. You see, when street
cops make an arrest that requires
a detective’s involvement on
weekends, a homicide detective
has to handle it because the inves-
tigators who’d usually do the job

CPD warn of knock-out scams
as locals return to bars, clubs

BY CWBCHICAGO

Bars and restaurants across the
North Side may soon be free from
COVID operating restrictions
with bigger crowds and last call
stretching into the early morning
hours. And the scammers, thieves,
and other criminals who thrive on
the city’s nightlife scene will be
back, too.

In preparation for that, Chicago

according to a Cook County pros-
ecutor.

CPD surveillance cameras al-
legedly recorded footage of the
first two women literally carry-
ing an unconscious nightclub em-
ployee from a River North bar to
their car, where they proceeded to
remove his valuables. Chicago po-
lice and deputy marshals, who had
the women under surveillance for
days, arrested them at the scene.

debit cards taken. His shirt was
gone, too.

“I looked in my bank account
and credit card account, and they
drained them.”

In October, the third woman
was accused of meeting a man at
a bar at Rivers Casino and then
rendezvousing with him at his
Lincoln Park home.

The alleged victim told police
he doesn’t know what happened
after he walked Davisha

police and a major consumer
protection group are prepar-
ing to launch a campaign
to warn bar-goers about or-
ganized thieves who drug
people in nightlife hotspots
and then take their money,
jewelry, and other valuables.

Last October Cook Coun-
ty  prosecutors accused

“I was at a bar in the Gold Coast,
and I ordered a drink from the
bar. It was my first drink of the

night, and the next thing I know,
I was standing inside a gas sta-

tion in River North at 10 a.m. the
next morning,” one victim wrote.

Traylor into his home be-
cause he thinks some kind
of drug knocked him out.
When he woke up, his iP-
hone and credit cards were
missing, and someone had
been using his Uber account
to ride around.

Surveillance video shows

two Milwaukee women of
stealing over $85,000 and steal-
ing identities of at least 10 men
after meeting the alleged victims
in downtown bars and drugging
them.

Then again in March another
woman, also from Milwaukee,
was charged with doing the same
thing to men she met at bars in
River North, Old Town, the Rivers
Casino, and elsewhere. Investiga-
tors say she has links to the first
two women.

And just a couple of weeks
ago, Florida prosecutors charged
a woman with running an identi-
cal enterprise that targeted men at
bars across Miami-Dade County.
According to a source, the women
charged in Chicago frequented
South Florida.

While each crime’s specifics
vary, the women charged in Chi-
cago typically offered each victim
alcohol laced with a knock-out
drug that rendered the men un-
conscious almost immediately,

After the women were taken
into custody, police found “many
small vials of alcohol opened and
filled to the top” in their car, pros-
ecutors said. Investigators found
traces of an antipsychotic on the
rims of some bottles, according to
court records.

Some of their victims regained
consciousness while lying on the
side of roads. Others awakened
inside their own homes, while one
was found at the Lake Forest oasis
off Interstate 94, prosecutors said.
After we wrote about the scams in
October, more than a half-dozen
men wrote in to say the women
also targeted them.

“I was at a bar in the Gold
Coast, and I ordered a drink from
the bar. It was my first drink of the
night, and the next thing I know, I
was standing inside a gas station
in River North at 10 a.m. the next
morning,” one of them wrote.

This man said he also had his
phone, cash, watch, credit and

Traylor entering the man’s
home, prosecutors said, and no
one else went inside between the
time he arrived and the time he
noticed his things missing.

Police also found surveillance
video of Traylor racking up $1,661
in charges on the man’s credit
cards at a Milwaukee-area Wal-
mart and other stores, prosecutors
said. The alleged victim identi-
fied her in a photo line-up.

At the time of the Rivers Casi-
no incident, Traylor was on bond
for another set of identity theft
cases that involved men she alleg-
edly met at bars in River North,
Old Town, and elsewhere in 2018
and 2020.

She had been jailed awaiting
trial until COVID struck. That’s
when a judge let her out, fearing
she might catch the disease inside
Cook County jail. But COVID
fears didn’t keep her from belly-
ing up to a casino bar and robbing
strangers in their homes, accord-
ing to prosecutors.

are sitting in a car somewhere, ac-
cording to multiple sources.

So, how is the strategy of hav-
ing detectives babysit street cor-
ners going?

According to crime stats main-
tained independently at HeyJack-
ass.com, there were 32 people
shot, six fatally, when the plan de-
buted on Mother’s Day weekend.
That’s more shooting victims than
the same weekend in any year go-
ing back to 2014, the first year
that HJ began compiling records.
This weekend’s totals are 52 shot,
seven fatally. Once again, that’s
the most for the same weekend
since HJ records began in 2014.

Meanwhile, cops across the city
are getting ready for long hours
and limited time off as summer
arrives. Starting Friday, officers
will work 12-hour shifts through
June 1. They’ll be given one day
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off during the 12-day stretch.

On another topic, the presi-
dent of the union that represents
CPD’s sergeants last week said
that he never received a response
to an April 30 letter he sent to
Mayor Lori Lightfoot and CPD
Supt. David Brown warning that
the department is operating with
an “unprecedented shortage of
the supervisory ranks,” especially
sergeants.

CPD hasn’t promoted any of-
ficers to sergeant in over a year,
Chicago Police Sergeant’s Asso-
ciation President James Calvino
told Lightfoot and Brown in the
letter. District sergeants are often
supervising more than 20 cops at
a time on the street, Calvino said.
The federal consent decree that
CPD is working to comply with
requires a ratio of 10-to-1, ac-
cording to Calvino.

Eight displaced by suspicious
Lincoln Park fire that followed
argument, gun arrest

Eight people and two dogs were
displaced by a suspicious house
fire in Lincoln Park May 14. In-
vestigators are trying to deter-
mine if the blaze was intention-
ally set and, if it was, if the fire is
connected to an earlier incident at
the same address.

Officers initially responded to
the 2400 block of N. Clybourn
around 12:40 a.m. after a 30-year-
old man reported that an acquain-
tance put a gun to his head during
an argument inside an apartment,
CPD spokesperson Sally Bown
said. Police arrested a 29-year-old
man at the scene.

Then, at 2:51 a.m., a fire broke
out at the same address. No inju-
ries were reported, but the dam-
age forced six adults, two chil-
dren, and two animals from their
homes, Bown said. The Red Cross
was helping the victims find new
housing.

CFD’s Office of Fire Investi-
gation, which believes the blaze
started on the rear porch of an
apartment building then spread
to a neighboring structure, asked
CPD’s Bomb and Arson Unit to
take over the case, she said. Of-
ficially, the cause of the fire re-
mains undetermined.

SUPER CAR WASH

BEST KEDPT SECRET

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / 24 HOURS A DAY
8 BAY SELF-SERVICE
2 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC

5450 N. DAMEN (at Rascher)

DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT COURT?
ILLINOIS COURT HELP IS HERE FOR YOU

What is Illinois Court Help?

A free service offered by the Illinois Courts
to provide answers about the court process.

CALL OR TEXT 833-411-1121
TO CONNECT WITH A TRAINED COURT GUIDE

Visit ilcourthelp.gov for more information.

ILCourt

Help

Your guide
through
the courts
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Authors share stories

about mental illness
in families May 27

Historically, open discussions of men-
tal illness have been difficult, often taboo.
Brave and honest storytelling attempts to
break those barriers so that we might learn
how lives are affected by diseases of the
mind.

In recognition of Mental Health Aware-
ness Month, Friends of the Edgewater Li-
brary and the Edgewater Branch are offer-
ing a program that
reflects this year’s
theme of ““You Are
Not Alone.” The
discussion will be
at 6:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 27.

In the program,
“Out of the Dark-
ness: Stories
About Mental
Health in Fami-
lies,” two authors
will shed light on this topic through their
writings -- one in fiction, one through mem-
oir. Florence Reiss Kraut, author of “How
to Make a Life” (historical fiction), and
Marlena Maduro Baraf, author of “At the
Narrow Waist of
the World,” share
their stories about
how mental ill-
ness affects fam-
ily relationships.

“How to Make
a Life” is a sweep-
ing saga that fol-
lows four genera-
tions of a family
who must learn to
accept each oth-
er’s differences — or risk cutting ties with
the very people who anchor their place in
the world.

“At the Narrow Waist of the World: a
memoir” is a mother-daughter story about
mental illness and healing. It’s a story
about forgiveness and acceptance and
about leaving home, looking back, and
finding it again.

To register for this free program on the
Zoom platform, visit foelchicago.org or
chipublib.org. Both books discussed in the
program are available at the library.

Florence Reiss Kraut

Marlena Maduro Baraf

We are your
neighborhood newspaper

insideonline.com
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Iris Apfel

Kimberly Gleeson, Rhonda J Li
Myra Reilly, Bobbi Panter, Duc Ho and David Nguyen.

j&_.

[T

esenfelt, Sherrill Bodine,

Vi and Vince Daley.

PROBLEMS from p. 2

we wrote so much. Ours was a think tank
office on the building’s mezzanine level.
“3M” I used to joke and say it was like the
English Dept. at Wellesley.

But I did insist my interns learn not
only about writing and history, but also
of politics and some dynamics about art.
No one helped that happen more than the
world’s most treasured violinist. A Polish
prodigy born in 1928 in Chlem. Jewish.
Brilliant like Mozart. A star by four years
of age. The great Ida Haendel. I hope you
know of her. I made sure that my interns
listened frequently to Haendel’s breathtak-
ing violin performances. None finer than
her recording of Fritz Kreisler’s Praelu-
dium and Allegro, assisted on the piano by
Vladimir Ashkenazey. Fills my eyes with
tears, still.

Ida Haendel

A large portion of her post-World War I1
life was in Miami, loving the sun. I learned
recently that she died last July. Eclipsed by
COVID’s pandemic. Certainly not mourned
properly. So I have been playing her works
on YouTube of late, especially the Praelu-
dium. She lifts me out of my chair. What a
character she was. Look her up. What an
artist. An enormous legacy accompanies
her long life of violin works, including the
divine David Garrett.

MORE MONEY: Last week Maria
Pappas’ office returned $2.7 million to ho-
meowners who called the “Black and La-
tino Houses Matter” live phone bank she

Lakeview Township Real Estate For Sale

“ Real Estate For Sale H “

Real Estate For Sale

Real Estate For Sale H

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
WELLS FARGO USA HOLDINGS, INC.

Plaintiff,

V-
BARBARA M ANDREWS A/K/A BARBARA AN-
DREWS, 4515-17 N. ASHLAND CONDOMINIUM
ASSOCIATION, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS

Defendants

18 CH 05506

4515 NORTH ASHLAND AVENUE, UNIT #2S
CHICAGO, IL 60640

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pur-
suant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale en-
tered in the above cause on September 24, 2019,
an agent for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at
10:30 AM on June 29, 2021, at The Judicial Sales
Corporation, One South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO,
IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest bid-
der, as set forth below, the following described real
estate:

Commonly known as 4515 NORTH ASHLAND
AVENUE, UNIT #2S, CHICAGO, IL 60640
Property Index No. 14-17-112-039-1002
The real estate is improved with a brown brick, three
story condominium, no garage.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close of the sale payable to The
Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party checks
will be accepted. The balance, including the Judi-
cial Sale fee for the Abandoned Residential Prop-
erty Municipality Relief Fund, which is calculated
on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each
$1,000 or fraction thereof of the amount paid by the
purchaser not to exceed $300, in certified funds/or
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours.
No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the
residential real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the
sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or oth-

er lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose
rights in and to the residential real estate arose
prior to the sale. The subject property is subject
to general real estate taxes, special assessments,
or special taxes levied against said real estate and
is offered for sale without any representation as to
quality or quantity of title and without recourse to
Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. The sale is further
subject to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection
and plaintiff makes no representation as to the
condition of the property. Prospective bidders are
admonished to check the court file to verify all in-
formation.

I this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this proper-
ty is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-

OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC

Plaintiff's Attorneys, One North Dearborn Street,
Suite 1200, Chicago, IL, 60602. Tel No. (312) 346-

9088.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC

One North Dearborn Street, Suite 1200

Chicago IL, 60602

312-346-9088

E-Mail: pleadings@mccalla.com

Attorney File No. 20-05373IL_615493

Attorney ARDC No. 61256

Attorney Code. 61256

Case Number: 18 CH 05506

TJSCH#: 41-732

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 18 CH 05506

191919
121212
050505
Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks

For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

hosted with ABC 7 Chicago. In March she
and ABC7 Chicago returned $12.5 million
to homeowners, raising the total amount to
nearly $15.2 million. Staff from the Trea-
surer’s Office, fluent in Spanish, Polish,
Chinese and English helped homeowners
find refunds, apply for property tax exemp-
tions and avoid the annual Tax Sale of de-
linquent taxes. All houses matter, but she
launched the ‘Black and Latino Houses
Matter’ initiative because the Tax Sale dis-
proportionately impacts people of color in
the county. “Over 75% of all properties are
located in Black and Latino communities,”’
says Samantha Chatman, consumer in-
vestigative reporter with ABC 7’s I-Team.

BASQUIAT: A painting of a skull by
American artist Jean-Michel Basquiat,
“In This Case” (1983), sold for $93.1 mil-
lion at Christie’s in New York on May 11.
It’s the artist’s second-most expensive work
to sell at auction.

COUNTRY DAY NEWS: Bill and
Kathy Bell Bartholomey delivering need-
ed supplies to the food pantry at North
Shore Country Day School.

WHO’S WHERE: Our friend, Iris Ap-
fel, New York’s most evocative socialite
known for her fashion sense and true NYC
character, as well as stunning eyewear, is
getting set to turn 100. This I don’t want
to miss... congrats to Duffy Bowman,
a descendant of Chicago’s great liter-
ary Bowmans, getting set to enroll in the
writer’s program at the Univ. of Iowa. The
apple doesn’t fall far... Happy 54th wed-
ding anniversary to a swell couple, former
43rd Ward Alderman Vi Daley and her
husband, Vince Daley, they spread the
love ...Chicago Art Community mourns
the passing of the innovative Chicago art-
ist, Karl Wirsum, 1939-2021... A Happy
Orthodox Easter family get-together for
Kristine Farra, Leah Farro, Jad Farro
and grandma Jacqueline Tebcherany, ev-
eryone looking so chic... Mark Olley and
Jim Ellsworth munching giant burgers at
Kuma’s Corner... B.J. Murray reminds
us that May is Lyme Disease awareness
month... Happy Birthday to sweet Karen
Larkin Johnson, hope there was a Grand
Beach bash... Ken and Dana Librot Dool-
ey are tres excited for son, Nathan, who
has committed to the Univ. of Wisconsin,
Madison, and the Men’s Rowing Team...
Paula Fogarty, in historic Savannah, GA,
with the famed American designer Carl-
ton Varney for Savannah Antiques and

While national news affects the whole
country, local media outlets inform the
communities we live in.

#SaveChicagoMedia
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Architecture Weekend... former FOX32
newsy Anne Kavanagh lunching at the
Gage and luxuriating in the high-end
menu... surrounded by epic beauty Steph-
anie Leese Emrich and Jeffrey Emrich
reaching for the stars, all five of them, at
the stunning Langham Hotel and then Af-
ternoon Tea at the Drake Hotel with lovely
mom, the Art Institute’s Georgia Leese...
newspaper boss David Caldwell in the
Forbidden City of Beijing, but eating well
having crispy duck pancakes and spring
rolls washed down with a naughty Aus-
tralian Chardonnay... Zurich Esposito
entertaining Courtney Biggert Caverly
in Palm Springs... famed restauranteur
Gordon Sinclair dining with Abra and
Jim Wilkin and Leslie “Bunny” Doug-
las at BOCA (Chef Lee Wolen) ....Julie
Barrish and Frances Renk enjoying an
impromptu lunch... Kimberly Gleeson,
Sherrill Bodine, Bobbi Panter, Myra
Reilly and Rhonda J. Liesenfelt with a
stop by from the effervescent Duc Ho and
David Nguyen, a great night of friendship,
fun, french fries and secrets and Veuve...
former Mayor Rahm Emanuel nomi-
nated as President Joe Biden’s choice for
Ambassador to Japan, “Ganbarou.”

AFTERNOON TEA: Denise Toma-
sello’s niece, Alexa Ricci, has opened
Ricci Teas, a fresh and innovative loose
leaf tea enterprise. If you're like me, you're
always looking for high quality tea in the
U.S.A. I'm excited by this new tea. Check
out www.riccitea.com.

CHICAGO JAZZ: Sitting in the Sina-
tra Booth last Saturday night at LePiano
Jazz Club, the fabulous gal pals, Sherrill
Bodine, Lauren Lein Cavanaugh, Beth-
any Florek and Andrew Florek, soaking
up live jazz with host Chad Willetts. The
food was divine - and the jazz was off the
chain. The “Blondettes” will be back.

NOTRE DAME NEWS: Pope Francis
has asked Archbishop Charles Brown,
Papal Nuncio to the Philippines, to bestow
the Cardinal’s Red Hat and ring on Philip-
pine Cardinal Jose Advincula who was ill
with COVID-19 when others were receiv-
ing theirs in Rome. That’s a nice little hon-
or for Brown who is an American, a young
New Yorker and also a “Domer,” a grad of
the Univ. of Notre Dame, South Bend.

TOPO TUESDAY: Shelley Howard
opens the proceedings with Dr. Glenn,
Chicago’s renowned D.J. Robert Murphy
and Mary Constable at Old Town’s Topo
Gigio, where reports say the food is better
than ever. YUM.

COMING SOON: Have they really un-
covered a lost Caravaggio in Madrid?

MASTERPIECE: Break out your bath-
ing suits and bonnets, “Sanditon” is return-
ing to Masterpiece for two new seasons.
Jane Austen lives. Total surprise to all.
Apparently there will be no more Sydney.
Sadly, actor Theo James has no plans to
return. It is the author’s last work and re-
mains unfinished.

Patriotism is supporting your country
all the time, and your government when
it deserves it. - Mark Twain

tog515@gmail.com
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LASSIFIE

Adoption

Pregnant? Considering Adoption? We help with food,
housing, medical, counseling, etc. You can relocate.
Choose adoptive family for your baby. We're friendly,
caring, completely confidential. Call 866-621-0933

Pregnant? Maybe Adoption? Living Expenses Paid.
Nationwide Agency. Talk With Us 24/7. 866-716-
3041. Online Chat. Online Application. www.onetrue-
gift.com. Text 515-778-2341.

State of lllinois Surplus Property Online Auction -
WEEKLY auctions throughout the year! Equipment,
watches, boats, vehicles, knives, jewelry and much
more... iBid.illinois.gov

Auto Donations

Donate your car to kids! Fast free pickup running
or not - 24 hour response. Maximum tax donation.
Help find missing kids! 877-831-1448

Donate your car to kids.Your donation helps fund
the search for missing children. Accepting trucks,
motorcycles & RV’s too! Fast free pickup - running
or not - 24 hr response - maximum tax donation -
Call (888) 515-3813

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Autos Wanted

Carsftrucks wanted!!! 2002 and newer! Any condi-
tion. Running or not. Competitive offer! Free towing!
We're nationwide! Call now: 1-888-416-2330.

Cash for cars: We buy any condition vehicle, 2002
and newer. Nationwide free pick up! Call now:
1-800-864-5960.

Donate your car to kids. Your donation helps fund
the search for missing children. Accepting trucks,
motorcycles & RV’s too! Fast free pickup - running
or not - 24 hr response - maximum tax donation -
Call (888) 515-3813

Get cash for your used or junk car today. We buy all
cars, trucks, and SUVs. Free pick up. Call. 1-888-
985-1806

Business Opportunities

$1000 MAILBOX CASH EVERYDAY? Legal, Ethi-
cal, Exciting & Fun, No MLM Chains, Pyramids Etc
Website Reveals Al www.stressfreecashnow.
com Then Call Hotline 1-800-243-2142

America’s #1 Home Based Business! Up to $20k/
mo. Perfect for Introverts, Never Call Anyone, Text
“INFO” 800-343-6297 or Call for Prerecorded Msg

Business Services

ATTENTION MERCHANTS: Pay Zero Percent
Processing Fees! Eliminate Monthly Merchant
Processing Fees With Cash Discount! Boost Your
Revenue! Find Out How! Call 866-422-7434 Cash-
Discounts.com

Cars For Sale

1998 Dodge RV V2500 V8, 318CID, 120K miles,
front brake salvage, lots of new, some rust. Needs
front bumper. Front wreck, must be towed. For
rehab or parts. $1400. Call John 773-818-0808

1981 Olds Regal 98, V-8 diesel engine, 90K miles,
$2981. Call 773-818-0808

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL
AlM 800-481-8312

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get FAA Tech-
nician certification. Approved for military benefits.
Financial Aid if qualified. Job placement assistance.
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-453-
6204

Help Wanted. Paid Daily. No Experience Needed.
Full Details Go To: www.BestEasyWork.com/
bamidan

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train at
home for a career as a Medical Office Professional
at CTI! 1-833-766-4511 AskCTI.com

Train online to do medical billing! Become a Medical
Office Professional at CTI! Get trained & certified to
work in months! 888-572-6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

Education/Career Training

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands
on Aviation training. Financial Aid for qualified stu-
dents - Career placement assistance. CALL Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

Employment/Drivers

WARM UP WITH A NEW CAREER AT TTI!$1600
Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS *Flatbed
*Step Deck *Van *LTL Reefer. Pay is 26% Gross
Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile Van/Reefer. Full
benefits w/FREE Health & Life Insurance, 6 paid
Holidays + Industry leading Driver Bonus Program!
Must have Class A CDL. Call Ruth or Mike at TTI
Inc 1-800-222-5732 Apply online ttitrucking.com

Farm & Ranch

FARMERS WANTED ILLINOIS FARMER consider-
ing retirement in the next 2 - 3 years? Take 5 minute
survey for $10. Call (773) 717-5572

ARE YOU BEHIND $10K OR MORE ON YOUR
TAXES? Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits,
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt
FAST. Call 855-849-6790

Financial, cont.

Do you owe $10,000+ to the IRS or State in back
taxes? Get tax relief now! We'll fight for you!
(800)887-5731 - (Mon-Fri 10am-8pm EST).

Government program forgives up to 90% of Federal
Student Loans. Call today to claim your benefits be-
fore Congress makes changes to eligibility require-
ments. CALL (888) 212-5612

PAY 0% Processing Fees! Gain track and make
your business viable by keeping up with payment
technology. 866--722-7434 CashDiscounts.com

Searching for products to resell? $50 Laptops, $30
TV's, $10 Smart Phones, $4 Jeans. Liquidations
from 200+ leading liquidators. Visit: CloseoutsOn-
line.com

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit!
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

FARMERS, LANDSCAPERS or GARDENERS,
did you or a loved one use Roundup Weed Killer
and were diagnosed with NON-HODGKINS LYM-
PHOMA (Cancer)? You may be entitled to com-
pensation. Call Attorney Charles Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

GASTRIC BYPASS SURGERY FOR WEIGHT
LOSS? If you or a loved one had this surgery and
suffered serious injury or death? You may be en-
titled to compensation. Attorney Charles Johnson
1-800-535-5727

HERNIA REPAIR? DID YOU RECEIVE A HERNIA
MESH PATCH between 2009- present? Did you
suffer complications from removal surgery, bowel
perforation, infection, abdominal wall tears, punc-
ture of abdominal organs or intestinal fistulae after
placement of this device? You may be entitled to
compensation. Attorney Charles Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

If you or a loved one were diagnosed with OVAR-
IAN CANCER or MESOTHELIOMA after use of
TALCUM products such as BABY POWDER or
SHOWER TO SHOWER, you may be entitled to
compensation. Contact Charles H. Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

Health/Fitness

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit!
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-889-5515

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one FREE! High-
quality rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced
90% less than competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day
money back guarantee! 855-619-0190

Recently Diagnosed wiLung Cancer or Mesothe-
lioma? Exposed to Asbestos Pre-1980 at Work or
Navy? You May Be Entitled to a Significant Cash
Award! Smoking History Okay! Call 1-855-591-
0517

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our network has recovered mil-
lions for clients! Call today for a FREE consultation!
1-888-409-1261

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates,
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares.
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaran-
teed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos
Espanol

Help Wanted/Drivers

New Starting Base Pay - .60cpm w/ option to make
.70cpm for Class A CDL Flatbed Drivers, Excellent
Benefits, Home Weekends, Call 800-648-9915 or
www.boydandsons.com

Help Wanted/Employment

Bookkeepers: 12 mo. exp. in bookkeeping or related
reg. Mail Resume to: Manning & Silverman Ltd. ,
Attn: HR- 175 Olde Half Day Road, Ste. 290, Lin-
colnshire, IL 60069.

The Association of Community Publishers (ACP) is
searching for an Executive Director. If interested,
visit afcp.org or ifpa.com and click on the “Executive
Director Search” link for more details.

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED at Ste-
vens Transport! Earn $1000 per week! Paid CDL
Training! No experience needed! 1-844-452-4121
drivedstevens.com

$500+ Paid Daily The Easy Way. Go To: www.Paid-
DailyGroup.com

Home Improvements

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars,
no slip flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-
home consultation: 888-912-4745

Leafguard is the only one piece gutter system guar-
anteed to never clog, get a jump on Fall and Save
75% on installation and receive $500 for your old
ladder! Call 1-800-216-0539

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Empire Today/E to
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 844-220-6034

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off,
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

Update your home with beautiful new blinds &
shades. Free in-home estimates make it convenient
to shop from home. Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA. Free consultation: 877-
212-7578. Ask about our specials!

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON
AREAS CLEANING+ OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING + POWER WASHING - SNOW
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Legal Services

NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE referral to an at-
torney! Call the lllinois State Bar Association lllinois
Lawyer Finder The advice you need 877-270-3855
or https://www.isba.org/public/ illincislawyerfinder

Medical Misc.

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money on diabetic
supplies! Convenient home shipping for monitors,
test strips, insulin pumps, catheters & more! To
learn more, call now! 877-810-0063

Attention: If you or a loved one worked around
the pesticide Roundup (glyphosate) for at least 2
years & has been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin's
lymphoma, you may be entitied to compensation.
855-341-5793

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates,
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares.
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

Miscellaneous

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior
living referral service. Contact our trusted, local
experts today! Our service is FREE/no obligation.
CALL 1-844-722-7993

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social
Security Disability ~Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323!
FREE Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Attention Active Duty & Military Veterans! Begin a
new career & earn a Degree at CTI! Online Com-
puter & Medical training available for Veterans &
Families! To learn more, call 888-449-1713

Attention: If you or a loved one worked around
the pesticide Roundup (glyphosate) for at least 2
years & has been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s
lymphoma, you may be entitied to compensation.
855-341-5793

ATTENTION MERCHANTS: Pay Zero Percent
Processing Fees! Eliminate Monthly Merchant
Processing Fees With Cash Discount! Boost Your
Revenue! Find Out How! Call 866-422-7434 Cash-
Discounts.com

Attention all Homeowners in jeopardy of Foreclo-
sure? We can help stop your home from foreclo-
sure. The Foreclosure Defense helpline can help
save your home. The Call is absolutely free. 1-855-
516-6641.

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo
agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask how to bundle & SAVE!
Geo & svc restrictions apply. 1-888-796-8850

AT&T INTERNET Plus DIRECTV Only $89.99/
month! 155+ Channels plus super high speed
Internet! Free NFL Sunday ticket! Free HD DVR
| Stream 1000s of free shows and movies! 877-
541-0009

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as litlle as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts available. Call: 855-
761-1725

Become a Published Author. We want to Read Your
Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors
Since 1920 Book manuscript submissions currently
being reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion and Distribution Call
for Your Free Author’s Guide 1-877-626-2213

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today!
1-855-404-2366

Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-909-
9905 18+.

Cash for cars: We buy any condition vehicle, 2002
and newer. Nationwide free pick up! Call now:
1-800-864-5960.

Create a new holiday tradition with The Amazing
Snowman! You can make it snow ANYWHERE,
even indoors! Get your Amazing Snowman TODAY!
www.AmazingSnowman.com promo code SM100
gives you $100 off!

Cross country Moving, Long distance Moving Com-
pany, out of state move $799 Long Distance Mov-
ers. Get Free quote on your Long distance move.
1-844-452-1706

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit!
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

Denied Social Security Disability? Appeal! If you're
50+, filed for SSD and denied, our attorneys can
help get you approved! No money out of pockets!
Call 1-866-376-3163

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may
qualify for a substantial cash award. NO obligation,
NO risk! We've recovered millions. Let us help you!!
Call 24/7, 855-845-8269

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 Channels.
Stream news, live events, sports & on demand
titles. No contract/commitment. 1-866-825-6523

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Channels! Add High
Speed Internet for ONLY $19.95/month. Call Today
for $100 Gift Card! Best Value & Technology. FREE
Installation. Call 1-855-837-9146 (some restrictions
apply)

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions ap-
ply. Promo Expires 7/21/21.1-833-872-2545

Miscellaneous, co

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and
More! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-995-2490

FREE CASH That's right WE will send you $5 by
cash app free right now! Text the word “cadnet” to
706-761-1745

FREE Ice Cream? Available at ALL Jewel-Osco
locations, Nightfood ice cream will pay for your first
pint! Visit TryNightfood.com

GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power
outages. Free 7-year extended warranty ($695
value!) Schedule Free in-home assessment. 1-844-
334-8353 special financing if qualified.

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-889-5515

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 Channels &
1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand (w/SELECT
All Included Package.) PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE
Screens Simultaneously at No Addt | Cost. Call DI-
RECTV 1-855-781-1565

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DIRECTV Choice
All-Included Package. $59.99/month for 12 months.
185 Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call
1-855-781-1565 or satellitedealnow.com/cadnet

Get a SMARTPHONE for $0 DOWN* with AT&T
Next® and AT&T Next Every Year; $250 Gift Card
for Switching to AT&T! (*Requires well-qualified
credit. Limits & restrictions apply.) 1-888-545-5093

HARRIS 5 MINUTE BED BUG KILLER! Fast, Effec-
tive Treatment. Available: Hardware Stores, Home
Depot, homedepot.com

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing aid for just $75 down
and $50 per month! Call 800-426-4212 and mention
88272 for arisk free trial! FREE SHIPPING!

Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-quality rechargeable
Nano hearing aids priced 90% less than competi-
tors. Nearly invisible! 45-day money back guaran-
tee! 833-669-5806

HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 SECONDS.
Don't wait! Protect your family, your home, your
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a day! Call 866-
409-0308

HughesNet Satellite Internet - Finally, no hard data
limits! Call Today for speeds up to 25mbps as low
as $59.99/mo! $75 gift card, terms apply. 1-844-
863-4478

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help fast
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with
GPS. Free first aid kit (with subscription.) 877-537-
8817 Free brochure.

LOSE WEIGHT WHILE YOU SLEEP! Scientifi-
cally proven formula. Optimal results. Video intro.
Sleep2Weight.net. SAVE THIS AD!

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in industrial,
construction, manufacturing jobs, or military may be
the cause. Family in the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@breakingin-
jurynews.com. $30 billion is set aside for asbestos
victims with cancer. Valuable settlement monies
may not require filing a lawsuit.

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat. Meet
singles right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call
NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get Fresh Start or
Forgiveness Call 1-877-378-1182 Monday through
Friday 7AM-5PM PST

Never pay for covered home repairs again! Com-
plete Care Home Warranty covers all major sys-
tems & appliances. 30-day risk free. $200.00 off + 2
free months! 1-866-395-2490

New authors wanted! Page Publishing will help
self-publish your book. Free author submission kit!
Limited offer! 866-951-7214

NEW DISCOVERY ELIMINATES COMMON SEX-
UAL PROBLEMS! All Natural Male Enhancement
Product Increases Staying Power, Performance, &
Pleasure. Risk FREE 60 Day Guarantee + FREE
SHIPPING 15% Discount with Coupon perform03
Visit: TryProZyte.com

!IOLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER,
MARTIN, Etc. 1930's to 1980's. TOP DOLLAR
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 888-609-2189

Protect your home w/home security monitored by
ADT. Starting at $27.99/mo. Get free equipment
bundle including keypad, motion sensor, wireless
door & windows sensors. 833-719-1073

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer or Mesothe-
lioma? Exposed to Asbestos Pre-1980 at Work or
Navy? You May Be Entitled to a Significant Cash
Award! Smoking History Okay! Call 1-855-591-
0517

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION! World
Health Link. Price Match Guarantee! Prescriptions
Required. CIPA Certified. Over 1500 medications
available. CALL Today For A Free Price Quote.
1-855-530-8993 Call Now!

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for
$99.97/mo. Fastest Internet. 100 MB per second
speed. Free Primetime on Demand. Unlimited
Voice. NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-652-9304 or
visit http://tripleplaytoday.com/national

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off,
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198 or
visit www.walkintubquote.com/news

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE STAIRS** Give
your life a lift with an ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now
for $250 OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE DVD
& brochure! 1-866-471-1334

Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a
Generac home standby
generator

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-334-8353

FR E E A $695 Value!

Offer valid February 15, 2021 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

7-Year Extended Warranty*

GENERAC
 ———— |

it

T
L1 ]

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer.
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

LEAF FILTE

Leaf@Filter

S CALL US TODAY FOR
\o A FREE ESTIMATE

NTIRE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter
installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Mi

28344 License# 218294 WA UBI# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986
License# WV056912 License# WC-29998:
C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration#

15% = 10%: = 55

YOUR El SENIOR & MILITARY
PURCHASE DISCOUNTS

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. *Offer valid at time of estimate only 2The leadin

in
for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 Licensei# 7656 Ficonser 50145 Liconsest 41354  License# 693
-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000
tion# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 0086990 Registration#

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

1-855-995-2490

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!™

| Promo Number: 285

r guards n 2010 and recognized Leafiter as the #1 rated professionally

ichigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative

8 Licenses

License# 2106212946 Licensetf 2705132153A License#t LEAFFNW822)
17644 HIC,0649905

PC6475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registra-

PAINTING

DADRASS
PAINTING

KITCHEN & BATH
REMODELING

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

* FREE ESTIMATES
847-749-8227

847-291-9091
DADRASSPAINTING@YAH00.COM

Miscellaneo

, C

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage
system. Save money, reduce reliance on grid,
prepare for outages & power your home. Full instal-
lation services. $0 down financing option. Request
free no obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785

Thinking about installing a new shower? American
Standard makes it easy. Free design consult.1-888
-674-3005 today to see how to save $1,000 on in-
stallation or visit www.newshowerdeal.com/display

Two great new offers from AT&T Wireless! Ask how
to get the Next Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T’s Buy one, Give
One. While supplies last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or
www.freephonesnow.com//cadnet

Use RoundUp Weedkiller? Non-Hodgkin's Lym-
phoma, Multiple Myeloma, and Leukemia may
result from RoundUp exposure. A recent $2 billion
judgment was awarded in a RoundUp injury case.
Call 1-619-493-4791 or email RoundUp@break-
inginjurynews.com and let us begin work on your
RoundUp case today.

Viagra — premium generic Viagra (100mg) or Cialis
(20mg) 100 tablets for $109 Asthma inhalers as
low as $13 per inhaler free shipping Satisfaction
guaranteed. (888)424-4908 or visit: www. USAS-
tayHealthy.com

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancel-
lation Experts Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free info package &
learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free con-
sultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 844-
909-3339

Motorcycles

TOP CASH PAID! FOR OLD MOTORCYCLES!
1900-1980 Dead or Alive 888-800-1932 or 920-

371-0494

Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage at 1200 W. 35th St.,
773-247-3000, is opening lockers:
4C4211 (Moore Alleyne, Teresia)

3F3602 (Kim, Tae Ju)
3E3496 (O'Neill, Heidi)
4C4230 (Altheimer, Michael)

for public sale of miscellaneous items.

This sale is to be held on Thursday,
May 27, 2021 at 2:00 p.m.
Cash only

Real Estate For Sale

AFFORDABLE HOME SOLUTIONS! Foreclosures,
Rent to Own, Short sales and more! Call Toll Free
844-275-0948

TENNESSEE LAKEFRONT  $34,900 BANK
ORDERED SALE MASSIVE LAKE Dockable acre-
age on Kentucky Lake. Way under market value.
RV ready. 888-386-9446 https://tnlandings.com/Of-
fered by Waters Edge Properties Inc - Broker

Interested in helping the environment, those less
fortunate? Recycle Plus, operating since 1990,
offers recycling service as well as: Used plastic
buckets (food grade) various sizes & shapes, card-
board boxes, old lumber, furniture, reusable shop-
ping bags made in Chicago from repurposed fabric.
Contact Recycle Plus Inc Gary Zuckerman
773-761-5937 or 773-858-1210 Email:
recycle_plus_chicago@yahoo.com

21

Ximena

Alban

Real Estate Broker

7300 N. Western
Chicago IL 60645
xralban@gmail.com
www.C21Universal.com
Direct: 773 416-9568
Fax: 773 465-5068

“Es un honor servir
a la comunidad Latinx de Chicago”

TOOL LIQUIDATION

. TOOL
| LIQUIDATION

* Welder Generator

* Drain Rodder

* Ridgid Threading Machine
* Tank Torch Set

Cutting Torch Tank Set

* Ridgid Plumbing Tools

773-818-0808
I 101supplyok@gmail.com I

| RECYCLED * CHEAP |

Training/Education

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL
AlM 800-481-8312

Wanted To Buy

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders and
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. Certi-
fied Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit Refrig-
erantFinders.com

OLD SLOT MACHINES WANTED BY COLLECTOR.
ALSO BUYING OLD JUKEBOXES, 10 CENT COKE
MACHINES AND SMALL ANTIQUE SAFES. | PAY
CASH AND PICK UP. 314-707-0184.

Paying Cash For Comics! Top national comic buyer
will be in your area, paying cash for vintage comics
(1970 & earlier). Call Will: 866-461-0640

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas
interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver,
Co. 80201

News
tips?

Call
773-465-9700

Confidentiality
guaranteed.
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Review Board/Sign Board of ap-
peals.

Described as a community
meeting, even the question-and-
answer segment at the very end
of the meeting was carefully or-
chestrated.

In the three years this deal has
been percolating, this newspa-
per has verified only one public
meeting held with community
members present in person. That
was at the annual meeting of the
Heart of Lincoln Square Assoc.
[HOLS], held at the Tattler Post,
4355 N. Western Ave., in the Fall
of 2019. Ald. Martin claims to
also have met with local busi-
nesses in the area, but so far he
has offered no proof this actu-
ally occurred. This newspaper
has sought out, but not found any
local business who confirm they

attended such a meeting, and no
meeting notes were included in
the documents released by City
Hall after our Freedom of Infor-
mation Act request.

The majority of those allowed
to speak May 11 by TCB were
remarkably the same cadre of
people who always seem to be
given the opportunity to express
themselves at meetings hosted by
the HOLS, a group founded by
Matt Martin. Many of these 12
were over-the-top in their praise
of a housing project, which those
opposed to the project say bears
a passing resemblance to the drab
architecture of the former Soviet
Union’s Eastern Bloc, often as-
sociated with cold, grey, anony-
mous, and poorly constructed
buildings.

Three of the others who had
been allowed to speak expressed
a negative view of the project. A

The Quality Cleaners

' §

oy’ ey

Optimized cleaning for each garment.
We have a complete arsenal

of three cleaning methods;

two types of dry-cleaning

PLUS aqua-cleaning.

3000 N. Broadway
Call 773-348-5510 to arrange curbside pick-up
www.barryregentcleaners.com

DEEP

Grande Cheese on our pizzas.

Small Batch, Artisanal Deep Dish Pizza

Our pizza is unique in the Chicago Deep Dish Pizza landscape. It was
inspired by several famous pizzerias. It has a Sourdough Focaccia Style
Crust, Crispy Caramelized Cheese Edge, Cornmeal Base, and our Sweet
Tomato Sauce. We use King Arthur Flour, Stanislaus Tomatoes, and

It takes several days for each pizza’s dough to individually cold ferment
in its own container. This process gives every deep dish pizza a unique
flavor and texture. We make only limited number of pizzas each day. This
ensures we provide the highest quality product to you.

Tuesday-Saturday 5 p.m. - 10 p.m. Closed Sunday and Monday

D IS H

6221 N. Clark St. 773-801-1551

www.GeorgesDeepDish.com

NEWS-STAR

fourth non-scripted speaker was
Pappas, whose comments drew
praise from those not affiliated
with the alderman or TCB. Pap-
pas offered the questions much of
the Lincoln Square community
still cannot get answered. “I’'m in-
timately involved in the German
community, both as a member
of the Niedersachsen Club and
involved in the Maifest and Ok-
toberfest. I have never gotten as
many calls as I have gotten over
this project. So, I think that the
best way for me to handle this is
just to say [it] out loud.” Which
she did.

Pappas said her 20 questions
were questions she had heard from
her constituents, and which she
also submitted to TCB via email.
As Treasurer and while serving
on the Cook County Board of
Commissioners, Pappas earned a
reputation as someone who care-
fully scours every line in a bud-
get, never failing to ask difficult
questions of those in power. She
used her allotted time to literally
ask the developers 20 questions.

Among them, “Has a developer
and or affiliates made contribu-
tions to anyone in city govern-
ment?”

“What was the Request For
Proposal process? Is there a com-
petitive bid on this project, has
anyone other than TCB bid on
this project? Are you requesting
TIF funds?”

“At what time did you approach
the aldermen about this project
[and], who was present at that
time? How many meetings has
TCB had with the aldermanic of-
fice, his chief-of-staff, [Reimers],
Josh Mark, and others?”

“Are you willing to share under
Freedom of Information all the
city emails regarding this project,
including in city government and
the aldermanic office?”

“Please advise the home ad-
dress for each of the principals
on this project, as well as the sub-
contractors.”

“Have you met with the Ger-
man organizations, both with
its leadership and its members?
What if any concerns have you
heard voiced other than what you

skipped over in your presentation,
and how do you attend to address
them?”

Pappas requested they forward
the answers to these questions to
her via email. “I hope that you
will help me get the answers out
to the various constituents, be-
cause they feel they are not get-
ting answers out of the alderman’s
office,” she said.

Maria Pappas said her 20
questions were questions
she had heard
Jrom her constituents.
Among them,

“Has a developer and
or affiliates made
contributions to anyone
in city government?

Is there a competitive bid
on this project, has anyone
other than TCB bid
on this project? Are you
requesting TIF funds?”’

Albinson did not answer a sin-
gle one of those question, merely
saying, “Thanks a lot, Maria.”

After Pappas, TCB chose yet
another person to speak who was
supportive of the development.
She is among those who also at-
tend the virtual community meet-
ings hosted by Ald. Martin and
the HOLS.

“I love and welcome the afford-
able housing to the community.
I don’t really care if there’s less
parking. Less parking is good.
I've seen so many signs saying
‘save our parking.’ I attended this
meeting to say, ‘Hey, we don’t care
about the parking that much.’ It
sounds like we’re not really losing
any parking,” said Jenna Olson,
who according to her social me-
dia posts is a member of the anti-
car/pro-bike lobbying group the
Active Transportation Alliance
[ATA], a primarily government-
funded activist group that lobbies
for biking and public transporta-
tion projects.

Those chosen to speak also in-
cluded Carl Beinen, an anti-car
activist who also regularly com-
ments at virtual meetings hosted

by Martin and the HOLS. Beinen
used his time to advocate for the
reduction of available parking
spaces.

“When I see a development
like this, I think this is the type
of thing that could have kept me
living near my parents, and in my
community, as a young adult who
didn’t have a lot of money,” Bein-
en said. “My wife and I, we live
here without a car. And I'd like to
echo the same statement that the
inclusion of so much parking here
seems like a missed opportunity.
I would love to see the amount of
parking here reduced. But as oth-
ers said, this is a stunning, it’s a
beautiful development.”

Throughout the meeting, Albin-
son and TCB’s William Woodley
stuck to a familiar theme. That
anyone who opposed their plan
- which would see them gain im-
mense profits by getting a multi-
million-dollar city asset for free
- were simply misinformed or
worse, they were people against
affordable housing in their neigh-
borhood.

Near the meeting’s end, Albin-
son acknowledged there had been
many who had “raised their hand”
to ask a question.

“Unfortunately, we’ve got a lot
of other folks that raised their
hand,” but - alas - they had run
out of time. “We do want to be
respectful of everyone’s time this
evening... If you did have your
hand raised and you weren’t able
to speak, we encourage you to
follow up with us. There [was] an
email as a part of your link that
was sent out so reach out to us.”

This newspaper has sent re-
quests for comments and infor-
mation on this project to Woodley
and TCB and has so far received
no response.

“We will be consolidating and
responding to the questions that
were raised tonight. [Also], thank
you to Laura [Reimers] to give
her comments at the beginning,”
Albinson said.

TCB’s policy to not answer any
independent questions has con-
tinued. While the video has been
posted in its entirety to YouTube,
comments have been disabled.
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designing spaces that are univer-
sally accessible. Viaducts will be
improved by removing the cen-
ter pillar where they cross over
streets, which will significantly
improve sightlines for drivers, cy-
clists and pedestrians.

Business owners’ concerns

CTA officials have been meet-
ing with local business owners,
landlords and residents who will
be affected by the construction
work. Last year CTA spokesper-
son Tammy Chase told Block
Club that she felt it [was] im-
portant that the contractors take
questions and feedback from the
community on what they want to
know about the project and their
concerns about construction im-
pacts. And that efforts continued
throughout the year, even as CTA
ridership dropped.

Business owners in the con-
struction areas have expressed
concerns about the effect this her-
culean project will have on their
businesses. Ald. Osterman said,

Riders were reminded of the Ber-
wyn closing with notices posted at
the shuttered station.

“My office has been working
closely with our local Chambers
of Commerce, social services
agencies, schools and block clubs
and neighbors over the years to
prepare for this massive project.
We can expect that this investment
in transportation infrastructure
will result in economic develop-
ment in our communities as well
as increased housing development
that will include a healthy mix of
affordability and unit size.”

But in the short run, nobody
really knows how quickly people

may re-adapt to public transporta-
tion in a pandemic era. While the
CTA never cut back on staffing or
any routes as demand waned, in
the depth of the economic shut-
down ridership dropped by about
90%. Today it sits about a third of
its pre-pandemic levels, presently
providing only about 500,000
weekday riders system-wide.

For that matter, the real estate
industry is also grappling with
societal changes in those who
may choose to live in all the high
density housing popping up near
train and bus lines. Or how many
people will choose to return to
commuting by bus and train
downtown into the central busi-
ness district.

FUNDRAISER from p. 1

Women, Rivet, Sixty Inches from
Center, SoapBox Productions and
Organizing, South Side Weekly,
StreetWise, StudentsXpress Mag-
azine, The Beverly Review, The
Daily Line, Third Coast Review,
Win-TV Channel 24, and Windy
City Times.





