
	 V o l .  1 2 1 ,  N o .  2 1  	 news of the loop, streeterville, river north, near north, gold coast & old town 	 insideonline.com	

m a y  2 1  - M a y  2 7,  2 0 2 5

AN INSIDE PUBLICATIONS NEWSPAPER
Skyline FREE

S u b s c r i b e  o n l i n e  f o r  o n ly  $ 2 0  a  y e a r !  
V ISIT     i n s i d e o n l i n e . c o m  f o r  d e ta i l s

By Steven Dahlman
Loop North News

Pedestrian activity on State St. 
in the Loop is approaching pre-
pandemic levels, according to 
Chicago Loop Alliance’s [CLA] 
“State of the Loop” report for the 
first quarter of 2025.

CLA reports that pedestrian 
traffic on State St. reached 14.9 
million impressions, averaging 
94% of levels seen in 2019. But 
starting in mid-January, weekend 
pedestrian activity exceeded 2019 
averages by 122%.

Arts and culture attendance 
also surged, with over 1 million 
visitors generating $280 million 
in direct economic impact.

“The Loop represents less than 
half a percent of the city’s geog-
raphy yet generates nearly 15% 
of the city’s tax revenue through 
a world-class theater district, 
educational institutions, and a 
resilient retail landscape,” said 
Michael Edwards, President and 
CEO of CLA.

State Street pedestrian activity  
in Loop approaching  
pre-pandemic levels

However, Edwards expressed 
concern about a severe budget 
shortfall the Chicago-areas’ pub-
lic transit systems are facing in 
2026 that could lead to service 
cuts and fare increases for Chi-
cago Transit Authority [CTA], 
Metra, and Pace. A $1.5 billion 
investment is needed, he says, 
to maintain and enhance public 
transit services and support fu-
ture growth.

The CTA, Metra, and Pace, 
along with the Regional Trans-
portation Authority, are facing a 
potential 40% service reduction 
in 2026 if the state does not pro-
vide an additional funding. This 
is due to a budget shortfall that 
has been growing due to declin-
ing ridership and the expiration of 
COVID-era recovery funds.

The severity of the current tran-
sit budget crisis is rooted in the 
dramatic drop in ridership com-
bined with the transit system’s ap-
parent inability or unwillingness 
to rein-in costs despite this drop.

Doing nothing is better than  
being busy doing nothing.

— Lao Tzu

By Jane Lawicki  

The upscale outdoorsman store 
Orvis will soon close its flagship 
Chicago store at 142 E. Ontario 
St. and Michigan Ave., and so 
Boul Mich lost another whopper.

“Due to the changing retail 
landscape on the Magnificent 
Mile, Orvis has made the difficult 
decision to close our Chicago lo-
cation,” company representatives 
explained. 

The closing is part of a “busi-
ness evolution” for the 168-year-
old Vermont-based company. 
Simon Perkins, Orvis president, 
announced last October the com-
pany would reduce its workforce, 
close select retail locations, and 
discontinue its catalog to enable a 

more agile business.
“We will miss and treasure the 

experiences we’ve shared in Chi-
cago,” Perkins wrote in a letter to 
clientele. A final closure date is 
uncertain but for now a smaller 
store in Wilmette remains open. 

The impending closure adds 
to the exodus of major retailers 
on Michigan Ave. and is another 
example of Chicago’s chang-
ing retail landscape. Increased 
e-commerce, the remote-work 
movement, and concerns about 
crime have all contributed to re-
duced foot traffic on the Magnifi-
cent Mile. 

Costar, a company that special-
izes in analytics for commercial 
property, notes Michigan Ave. 
vacancies have climbed to 34%, a 
key factor in declining Magnifi-
cent Mile property values. 

For example, 830 N. Michigan, 

vacant since Japanese retailer 
Uniqlo closed its store in 2021, 
sold in Aug. 2023 for just over 
$40 million. The six-level prop-
erty last sold for $166 million in 
2013. 

Major retailers are moving to 
neighborhoods where their tar-
get clientele can easily access 
them. Luxury brands like Cartier, 
Chanel, and Bottega Veneta have 
moved to Oak St.. And the Ar-
mitage Ave. corridor has recently 
attracted Abercrombie & Fitch, 
with a new 2,900 square-foot 
store set to open soon at 921 W. 
Armitage Ave. Marine Layer, a 
San Franciso-based brand, is also 
relocating nearby to 825 W. Ar-
mitage.

According to Costar, the va-
cancy rates in the compact stretch 

Michigan Avenue exodus
Fish ain’t biting, Orvis closing highlights shopping trends

Magnificent Mile works 
toward revival

By Steven Dahlman
Loop North News

Bally’s Casino Chicago has de-
cided to drop racial, anti-White 
limitations from its planned $250 
million initial public offering for 
its $1.7 billion Chicago casino 
project.

Following lawsuits by the Lib-
erty Justice Center [LJC] and the 
American Alliance for Equal 
Rights, Bally’s acknowledged that 
the initial requirements limited 
investment opportunities mainly 
to Black and other racial minority 
investors. The company will pri-
oritize residents of Chicago and 
Illinois but will no longer have 
clear preferences based on race or 
gender.

In selecting Bally’s back in 
June 2022, City Hall required 
Bally’s to agree to a so-called 
Host Community Agreement 
[HCA]. Among other terms, the 
HCA imposed a series of racial 
and sex-based hiring and owner-

ship quotas on the new casino op-
erating company, in the name of 
promoting so-called equity and 
diversity.

The HCA required Bally’s to 
agree to impose the quotas on 
every aspect of the project. This 
particularly included a require-
ment that the casino be 25% “mi-
nority owned,” have a board that 
includes 40% “minorities,” and 
employ a casino workforce that is 
at least 60% “minorities.”

The HCA was signed under 
then-Mayor Lori Lightfoot. The 
agreement has remained in place 
under current Mayor Brandon 
Johnson.

According to the complaints, 
to meet the minority ownership 
goals, Bally’s and Chicago City 
Hall restricted investment op-
portunities only to investors who 
could meet Chicago’s “minority” 
classifications.

“No one should be excluded 
from participating in our econ-
omy on the basis of their race 

Bally’s drops racial preferences for Chicago casino IPO

By Cook County 
Record

An Old Town bar is suing a 
concealed carry holder, saying 
they spent tens of thousands of 
dollars on legal fees to protect 
their liquor license after he un-
intentionally fired his gun inside 
the establishment.

The recent legal complaint 
filed by the bar and restaurant 
against an individual has caught 
the attention of many due to its 
dramatic circumstances. 

The VIG Chicago, LLC lodged 
a lawsuit in the Circuit Court of 
Cook County, Illinois on April 

29, accusing Michael M. Davis of 
negligence after a concealed fire-
arm discharged at their establish-
ment.

According to the complaint, 
the incident occurred in the early 
hours of July 3, 2022, when Da-
vis allegedly brought a concealed 
firearm into The VIG, 1527 N. 
Wells St., despite clear signage 
prohibiting firearms on the prem-
ises as per Section 65(d) of the Il-
linois Firearm Concealed Carry 
Act. 

The firearm accidentally dis-
charged from Davis’ pants pocket 
while he was adjusting his cloth-
ing, causing a bullet to ricochet 

off the floor and injure another 
patron. This incident led to ad-
ministrative proceedings against 
The VIG by the City of Chicago, 
resulting in thousands of dollars 
in legal expenses.

The VIG’s legal team argues 
that Davis violated several duties 
under Illinois law. As an Illinois 
Concealed Carry License holder, 
Davis was required to comply 
with all provisions of the Firearm 
Concealed Carry Act (430 ILCS 
66/ et seq.), including not carry-
ing a firearm into establishments 
serving alcohol and ensuring it 

Old Town bar sues  
concealed carry holder whose gun fired,  

putting liquor license in jeopardy

sues see p. 16

or sex,” Reilly Stephens, Senior 
Counsel at the LJC, told Cook 
County Record. “We are glad to 
see Bally’s new offering allows 
the people of Chicago to invest in 
one of the city’s premier projects 
without discrimination or exclu-
sion.”

The LJC argued that these quo-
tas violated the rights of investors 
and the principle of equal oppor-
tunity.

The lawsuits were both filed in 
the closing days of January, both 
accusing the city of Chicago and 
Bally’s of essentially the same 
offense: Intentionally blocking 
White people from investing in 
the proposed new Chicago casino 
project.

The American Alliance for 
Equal Rights lawsuit is still pend-
ing, with U.S. Magistrate Judge 
Jeffrey Cummings urging the 
parties to either dismiss the case 
or provide updates on their reso-
lution efforts.

exodus see p. 16

The city has announced the 
activation of four new automated 
speed enforcement cameras at lo-
cations on the North Side. Warn-
ing notices (without fines) are 
issued for the first 30 days after 
each new camera is activated. 

The new automated ticket-
writing machines are at 2640 W. 
Peterson Ave. adjacent to Green 
Briar Park; 6614 N. Central Ave. 
at Edgebrook Park, and at 6146 
N. Sheridan Rd. near Park 559. 
These three locations will begin 
issuing cash citations on June 15.

An automated speed enforce-
ment camera began issuing warn-
ings on May 15 at 1635 N. La-

Four new speed cameras 
on North Side

Issuing warnings now 
through June 15

Salle Dr., in Lincoln Park, with 
enforcement to begin on June 30.

Following the warning period 
and a blackout period, citations 
will be issued to the registered 
owners of vehicles exceeding the 
speed limit by six miles per hour 
(mph) or more. Vehicles traveling 
6–10 mph over the speed limit 
will be fined $35, while those 
traveling 11 mph or more over the 
limit will be fined $100.

Chicago’s speed camera pro-
gram is one of several tools 
used to support the City’s ef-
forts to collect money.  In 2023, 
Chicago’s speed cameras gener-
ated over $102 million in revenue, 
with fines and late fees totaling 

cameras see p. 16

In the first quarter of 2025, arts and culture attendance surged downtown, 
with over 1 million visitors generating $280 million in direct economic  
impact.
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A touch of Ireland at the corner of State and Rush.
A place to see and be seen.

A touch of Ireland at the corner of State and Rush.
A place to see and be seen.

BAR AND GRILL

1050 N. State St.
Open 10 a.m. to 4 a.m. 365 days a year  
312-266-6340                              dublinschicago.com

There is little accuracy in this mayoral self-praise

Papa Chicago XIV has sparkled 
on the Chair of St. Peter for Chi-
town zip-coders like a Subway 
World Series between the Cubs 
and the Sox.

As the new Pontiff traverses his 
Roman diocese he’s speaking el-
egant Italian from morning Mass 
to Evening Prayer. I love watching 
his papal modernity. Dropping a 
few American phrases here and 
there. He has the gait of a young 
man and a familial character that 
is probably his greatest asset. 

Being comfortable in your fam-
ily is always a profound expres-
sion of honest humanity. That’s 
not always easy.

Seeing high-end leadership that 
is so well-accomplished sends an 
electricity through the air. Even in 
sleepy-town Rome.

So too is imagining all of the 
Pontiff’s feet-on-the-ground Chi-
cago knowledge. That’s what you 
get when you really are the smart-
est guy in the room. But filled 
with humility. And possessed of 
gratitude and memory for all the 
events of the lucky life you have 
fashioned by your openness and 
compassion for others. That’s 
what is revealed to you when you 
don’t need the biggest car, the 
gaudiest of cuff-links, the big-
gest house, the latest fashions or 

Perhaps his Holiness might have 
some healthy advice for the op-
erators of Chicago’s sinking ship. 
Seems to me that the Chicago 
Pope might have a pretty clear 
understanding about what is re-
ally unfolding in City Hall and 
the ease with which our elected 
officials get out of focus handling 
financial matters. I’d bet he has 
run up against the financial mis-
management of needed funds so 
necessary for survival somewhere 
along the way. He certainly might 
have some suggestions for resolv-
ing the Gompers Park 
tent city that the mayor 
tossed so much cash at 
but produced no real so-
lution.

For two years the 
great promise that May-
or Johnson offered Chi-
cagoans has not been 
seen. There’s been no 
urban pay-off for Chi-
cago voters. And don’t 
forget, it was North Side voters 
who pushed him across the finish 
line.

Failure, despite the mayor’s 
skewed ability to dodgeball real-
ity, has raised its head at every 
juncture. The Chicago voter has 
been short-changed.

How many construction cranes 
do you see downtown? The Loop 
has emptied out, The 78 and Lin-
coln Yards remain vacant lots. 
Chicago traffic has us choked like 
the White Sox, with the streets 
clogged after being narrowed by 
those annoying privileged bike 
lanes. Hotel rooms, theater seats 
and restaurant tables are empty. 
Speeding cameras proliferate 
while the “L” trains are rolling 
danger-filled with thugs and bums 
while going broke. The Bears are 
about to leave for the suburbs, le-
gal pot sales are down while gas 
taxes are about to go up again.

I hope the Chicago Pope is 
praying for Chicago. We need it 
now more than ever. Otherwise 
we’d better start building an ark.

CHICAGO’S REPORTER: 
Hard to imagine that the great 
Walter Jacobson is retiring from 
the reportage of bread and butter 
events, as well as the scandals, 
political malarkey, back room 
secrets, and unfolding deals by 

the loudest of voices in the room. 
Sometimes the softest voice is the 
best to use. Or the smallest apart-
ment is really the coziest.

It’s kind of like our current sad 
state of Chicago affairs demon-
strated daily on City Hall’s 5th 
Floor.

Mayor “Fumble All the Money 
Away” Johnson boldly states that 
despite the nightmare currently 
unfolding  with the shortfall in 
the city’s budget,  he has already 
saved the tax-payer $200 million.

It’s not his fault if the city 
squanders all that cash. 

He admits his “career” of run-
ning for office and organizing 
makes him an expert on spending. 
The projected debt next year for 
the city budget will be $1 billion, 
maybe more. Hence the rationale 
behind what the mayor calls his 
drastic steps attempting to repair 
damages from this year’s $225 
million shortfall. 

Sadly there is little accuracy in 
this mayoral self-praise. 

The mayor’s Budget Office 
is already defining the budget-
ary restrictions that are soon to 
go into effect, including a hiring 
freeze. So as the workers on his 
team resign or just “disappear,” 
will their positions be filled or 
will replacements be mysterious-
ly forthcoming?

Johnson also says there will be 
limits on “non essential” travel by 
city employees. Glad they also in-
cluded that money saver. I’d love 
to get a look at the travel expense 
forms. 

He also promises to end any 
kind of overtime for city em-
ployees in areas outside of public 
safety. I would also delight in see-
ing how his people describe their 
past uses of overtime.

The tightrope-walking mayor 
also acknowledges what bad de-
cisions in the past have meant for 
the city. But he does not accept 
any of the blame for such deci-
sions or embrace the financial 
failures as personal errors in his 
own judgement. He says it’s time 
for the city to be prudent and fis-
cally responsible. He has a better 
chance of outlawing U-turns on 
Chicago streets.

But, of course, as the puppet 
of the Chicago Teachers Union 

[CTU], Mayor “Teachers Pet” 
Johnson stresses the importance 
of seeing to it that no essen-
tial support for Chicago Public 
Schools should be trimmed.

He only spoke for roughly two 
minutes when addressing the 
mindless leadership that exacer-
bated the out of control rise in the 
city’s debt for the past two years. 
I’m not sure the geography trod 
by the CTU is the right place to 
pursue substantive answers to 
this financial disaster. But this is 
why the CTU was so financially 
supportive of Johnson’s run for 
mayor two years ago. Financial 
hysteria and budget implosion 
deeply mark the halfway mark of 
Johnson’s tenure in office. 

When this mayoral administra-
tion could not reach the mid-point 
in Johnson’s term in office with-
out being surrounded by disaster, 
the predictable handwriting was 
already on the wall. There’s no 
way that this will end in any kind 
of reasonable harmony. The crazy 
spending that the mayor avoids 
discussing, and has been so vis-
ible in his first 18 months in of-
fice, was unrivaled by the strange 
team he assembled, fired and then 
refilled. 

He seems to have received no 
competent advice on how to man-
age the out-of-control finances. I 
can’t believe he was very focused 
on his people, especially those on 
whom he bestowed big fat sala-
ries, hired at the suggestion of the 
CTU.

From where has his real finan-
cial advice come forth? I fear he 
is doing the “Cook County Stum-
ble,” a popular dance move in 
which “Preckwinklers” demon-
strate little regard for the realities 
of spending more than they take 
in. Have responsible people of fi-
nance actually admitted that they 
have advised the mayor? 

The mayoral leadership team 
does not appear to have ever been 
in balance since Team Johnson 
took over. Is he receiving heavy-
handed advice from potentates 
in Cook County government? 
Perhaps those stories we hear are 
true. Perhaps the smash and grab 
politics of the “Preckwinklers” 
are closer than we think.

Is this any way to treat the 
birthplace of Pope Leo XIV? 

By Thomas J. O’Gorman
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which he informed, safeguarded 
and enflamed the hidden news-
worthy elements of Chicago life. 
There was never anyone quite like 
the polished, sleeves-rolled-up 
stories, editorials and clue finding 
efforts of Walter. He lit up news-
rooms and wore out shoe leather 
on those high polished brogues. A 
true newsman.

TOP HONOR: Lettuce Presi-
dent and CEO R.J. Melman was 
awarded the “Richard Daley Po-
lice Medal of Honor” May 6. This 
prestigious recognition is a tes-

tament to RJ’s unwav-
ering commitment to 
our community and his 
dedication to making a 
positive impact.

PAX TIBI: Former 
Reader editor and col-
umnist Michael Miner 
passed away May 1. He 
was truly a journeyman 
of Chicago journal-
ism.  We never missed 

one of his columns.
LUCK OF THE IRISH: Pope 

Leo’s grandmother, Hannah 
O’Keeffe, was born in the village 
of Cullen, North Cork, and emi-
grated to America in 1910. She 
must have been a mighty woman, 
as most Corkonians demonstrate.

THIN CRUST OR DEEP 
DISH?: Pope Leo, then Cardinal 
Robert Prevost visited the flagship 
Aurelio’s Pizza location in Home-
wood last August with a large 
group of friends and family.  We 
hear they ordered thin crust.

HOME PLATE: The Cubs 
Pete Crow-Armstrong report-
edly purchased a new home near 
Wrigley Field, home of the Chi-
cago Cubs. A long-term commit-
ment?

BUTCH MCGUIRE’S: After 
64 years on Division St., word on 
the street is that Butch McGuire’s 
is looking to open a second lo-
cation in Lincoln Park. You go, 
Bobby and Rachel McGuire.

self-praise see p. 12
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CCHR
Chicago Commission
on Human Relations

Architecture Center topic of Levy meeting May 28
The NE Levy Center Village at Damen 

and Lawrence avenues will be holding 
their next virtual meeting 9 a.m. Wednes-
day, May 28, when Michael Wood, a Senior 
Curator at the Chicago Architecture Center 
[CAC], will be their guest speaker, present-
ing on “Chicago: City of Architecture.” 

Perhaps no organization has done more 
to promote architectural appreciation and 
the wonders of modern city building than 
the CAC. With the group’s 60th anniver-
sary coming up next year, it is a fitting to 

learn more about how this institution came 
into being, as well as some of its landmark 
projects over the years—like establishing the 
city’s first architectural river cruise—that have 
contributed so much to our city’s vitality. 

The presentation also includes a re-
view of several current issues facing Chi-
cago where the architecture community is 
poised to lend a hand.

Wood joined the CAC in 2010 to help es-
tablish a fledgling network of architecture 
organizations across the US. The resulting 

Association of Architecture Organizations 
is now a wholly independent organization 
that has grown from 16 founding members 
to 110 members that operate (entities simi-
lar to CAC) in 42 cities across the United 
States and seven countries. 

The Association hosts networking and 
professional development opportunities, 
publishes a job board, promotes traveling 
exhibitions and design education. 

As Senior Curator, Wood cultivates in-
stitutional relationships with the city’s de-

sign industry. He also contributes to the 
organization’s public lectures, exhibitions, 
festivals, and adult education courses, es-
pecially the implementation of new pro-
gramming initiatives. He was a core mem-
ber of the creative team that developed and 
launched the all-new Chicago Architecture 
Center in 2018. 

Zoom meeting ID is 886 8091 2480, and 
the passcode is 142325. The call-in phone 
number is 312-626-6799 with the same 
passcode and ID.
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by Don DeBat

The 
Home 
Front

Apartment renters and landlords 
battle over move-in fees

There’s a donnybrook develop-
ing between landlords and tenants 
in Chicago’s highly competitive 
North Side apartment-rental mar-
ket.

Some Chicago apartment rent-
ers are grumbling that they are 
being charged non-refundable 
move-in fees that provide them 
little or no transparency about 
why the fees are being assessed.

Until about a decade ago, most 
Chicago landlords charged a tra-
ditional security deposit, typically 
equal to one month’s rent. Securi-
ty deposits are usually refundable 
at the end of a lease, depending 
on the condition of the apartment 
when the lease expires. However, 
a flat move-in fee, which typi-
cally ranges from $350 to $500, is 
different than a security deposit, 
because it is non-refundable.

On May 16 Illinois Sen. Mi-
chael Simmons [7th] introduced 
a bill in the Senate Executive 
Committee—an amendment 
to HB3564, which outlawed or 
capped various fees that housing 
providers could charge tenants.

The newly amended HB3564, 
called the “Rental Fee Transpar-
ency and Fairness Act,” provides 
for the following consumer pro-
tection: 

• All fees, whether they are one-
time fees or recurring fees, must 
be disclosed on the first page of 
the lease agreement. Otherwise, 
the tenant is not li-
able for the fees.

• Any listing for 
a unit must disclose 
“in a clear and con-
spicuous manner” 
the non-optional fees 
included with the to-
tal amount for rent.

• In the lease dis-
closure or the listing, 
the housing provider 
must disclose wheth-
er utilities are includ-
ed in the rent.

The following so-
called “junk fees,” or fines are 
prohibited:

A fee ancillary to the applica-
tion fee. Also, fee for modifica-
tion or renewal of a lease agree-
ment. A fee for an eviction-notice 
or the filing of an eviction action. 
Also, fee for after-hours requests 
for maintenance service. A fee for 
contacting the building owner or 
manager. Also, a fee for travel re-
quired to complete needed main-
tenance work, or safety repairs. A 
fee for a maintenance hotline or 
a call to a maintenance hotline. 
Also, a fee for routine mainte-
nance and upkeep of the unit. A 
fee for restoring access if a tenant 
is locked out. Also, a fee or fine to 
set up an online account or online 
portal to pay rent or utility costs, 
and a fee or fine for pest abate-
ment or removal. Also, a fee for 
an in-person walk-through of the 
unit.

The amendment to HB3564 ex-

pressly notes that a housing pro-
vider may not charge a tenant both 
a security deposit and a move-in 
or move-out fee. Here are other 
provisions of the amended bill:

• The security deposit may not 
exceed the amount of the first full 
month’s rent.

• If the housing provider charg-
es a move-in or 
move-out fee, the 
housing provider 
must provide an 
itemized list of the 
cost of the services, 
including “bundled 
services.”

The total amount 
of the move-in or 
move-out fees may 
not exceed 20% of 
the first full month’s 
rent. A tenant may 
pay a one-time fee 
in six monthly in-
stallments that begin at the incep-
tion of the tenancy.

The amendment states that the 
housing provider cannot impose a 
fee or charge interest if the ten-
ant opts for an installment plan. 
However, the tenant may pro-
pose an alternative installment 
schedule. If the housing provider 

agrees to the al-
ternative schedule, 
the schedule must 
be described in the 
rental agreement.

The amended 
bill spells out 
schedules for leas-
es of six months or 
less, and month-to-
month leases.

 • Tenants can-
not elect to pay 
one-time fees in 
installments if the 
one-time fee does 

not exceed 25% of the first full 
month’s rent, and payment of the 
last month’s rent is not required in 
the lease.

A violation of the amended 
Act constitutes an unlawful prac-
tice under the Illinois Consumer 
Fraud and Deceptive Practices 
Act. Any person alleging a viola-
tion of this Act may bring a civil 
action. The court may order in-
junctive relief, monetary relief, 
attorney’s fees and costs. 

• A housing provider may not 
rename a fee or charge to avoid 
application of this Act. A final 
note on preemption. The amend-
ed bill states as follows: A home-
rule governmental unit, such as 
Cook County and the city of Chi-
cago, may not regulate transpar-
ency for rental fees in a manner 
inconsistent with the provisions 
of this Act.

Critics of the amendment to 
HB3564 ask that since the pro-

posed act regulates security de-
posits, does this mean that the 
stricter Chicago Landlord-Tenant 
Ordinance [LTO] requirements 
regarding security deposits and 
violations thereof no longer ap-
ply?

“The amendment raises more 
questions than it answers,” notes 

Joe Moore, presi-
dent of Joe Moore 
Strategies, LLC, 
and a former 49th 
Ward alderman 
from 1991 to 2019.

Another critic, 
Michael Glasser, 
president of the 
N e i g h b o r h o o d 
Building Owners 
Alliance [NBOA], 
noted that the 
LTO’s strict lan-
guage leaves judges 
with no discretion. 

“Any proven infraction, no matter 
how small or unintentional ‘shall’ 
result in damages of double the 
security deposit plus attorney’s 
fees,” said Glasser. NBOA repre-
sents 11 real estate builders and 
investors groups.

“It’s no wonder why housing 
providers in Chicago almost uni-
versally opt for non-refundable 
move-in fees instead of security 
deposits,” he said.

“Usually, these move-in fees 
require tenants to provide a sig-
nificantly lower upfront payment 
than a security deposit,” Glasser 
said. “Ideally, housing providers 
should be able to offer their ten-
ants a choice: a refundable se-
curity deposit, or a considerably 
smaller, non-refundable move-in 
fee.”

“The latter allows us to create a 
reserve for damages and cleaning 
without the high risk associated 
with LTO compliance, Glasser 
said. “These funds also help to 
offset the rising costs of tenant 
screening (especially with in-
creased identity fraud) and apart-
ment preparation.

“Without the ability to collect 
move-in fees, we might be forced 
to increase the rent for all tenants, 
which would unfairly affect our 
long-term, responsible residents,” 
Glasser said.

“Additionally, eliminating the 
requirement to pay interest on se-
curity deposits—which has been 
negligible for well over a decade 
and creates considerable admin-
istrative burdens—would be ben-
eficial.”

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat 
is co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.

Mosquito Joe of Chicago North

Eco Friendly

Eliminating Mosquitoes, Ticks & Fleas

Locally Owned

Outside is fun again.

847-773-1990   |   Treating Lake & Cook Counties

chicagonorth.mosquitojoe.com

a neighborly company

Specializing in:
• NEW BIKE SALES

• BIKE REPAIRS

• BIKE RENTALS

• NEW BIKE PARTS

• FRIENDLY SERVICE

“A Bike Ride Keeps the Doctor Away”

Your Community
BIKE SHOP

  312-674-0623   5600 N. WESTERN AVE.

 We sell and service electric bikes

3501 N. Western Ave.
Across from Lane Tech H.S.

45 years in Business

773-528-2212FREE
DISK BRAKE INSPECTION

What’s it going to cost you? Because brake 
systems are complex, no one can estimate service 
cost without a thorough inspection and estimate 
for the parts and labor needed to do the job right.

Your brake inspection is absolutely FREE!  
NO CHARGE - NO OBLIGATION

Expires August 31,2025

$9.99 
TIRE ROTATION &  

VEHICLE INSPECTION
Includes: Tire Rotation, Front End Inspection,  

Belts & Hoses Check, Brake System Inspection, 
Fluids Check, Engine Performance Check,  
Charging System Check, Battery Check.

Expires August 31,2025

OIL, LUBE & FILTER

Synthetic (where applicable), new filter & up to  
5 quarts major brand of oil (brands vary).  
Most cars. Special diesel oil & filter extra.  

Call for appointment. No other discounts apply. 
Full synthetic add $30.
Expires August 31,2025

$39.99

$10 OFF 
on $100 to $200 purchase

$20 OFF 
on $201 to $300 purchase

$25 OFF 
on purchase over $301
Expires August 31,2025

4 TIRES
$269.00 

13”, 14”, 15” sized tires.  
Plus mounting, balance and tax.
Expires September 30, 2022

4 TIRES
$289.00 

16” and 17” sized tires.  
Plus mounting, balance and tax.

Expires August 31,2025

$10 OFF
ALL WHEEL ALIGNMENTS

Expires August 31,2025

www.lucastire.com

CALL 773-818-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave.

Sinks, Tubs, Toilets
Jacuzzis & Radiators

A-A  
SALVAGE
PLUMBING LIQUIDATION 

Mike Donaldson, Agent
3046 W. Irving Park Rd.

Chicago, IL  60618
mdonalds@amfam.com

Certified Agency  
in Customer Excellence

INSURANCE DESIGNED  
WITH YOU AND YOUR DREAMS  
IN MIND
CALL (773) 472-3400 TODAY  
FOR YOUR FREE PERSONAL INSURANCE REVIEW

American Family Mutual Insurance Company,
S.I. & its Operating Companies,
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783
©2015 006441 - Rev. 5/23 - 20720072

Sen. Michael Simmons

Michael Glasser

Until about a decade ago, most Chicago landlords charged a traditional 
security deposit.
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“There’s Only One Way –  

The Fair Way”

Limited Time Offer –  
Call Today! (773) 692-5801

• Garage Door Installation
• Garage Door Repair
• Spring & Cable Replacement
• Track & Roller Alignment
• Opener Repair & Installation
• Emergency 24/7 Service

aFamily-Owned
aTrusted & Local in Chicago
aLicensed & Insured
aServing Chicago  

& Nearby Suburbs

No gimmicks. Just fair pricing,  
quality work, and full transparency.

fairwaygaragedoor.com

Garage Door  
Installation 
Includes:
• New Springs
• New Tracks
• New Drums
• New Cables
• New Shaft
• New Hinges

$399  
OFF

How Cook County’s Tax Appeals System  
rewards businesses at homeowners’ expense

By Cook County Treasurer  
Maria Pappas

After analyzing over 2 million Cook 
County property tax appeals filed between 
2021 and 2023, researchers in our office 
uncovered a troubling trend: the system 
shifted nearly $2 billion in taxes from 
businesses onto the backs of homeowners, 
hitting low-income minority homeowners 
the hardest. 

This study exposed a stark imbalance in 
how property tax appeals impact business-
es versus homeowners. Over the three-year 
period, businesses shaved more than $3 
billion off their tax bills through appeals, 
shifting nearly $2 billion of that amount 
onto homeowners. This wealth transfer led 
to a 7% hike in overall property tax bills 
for homeowners while businesses enjoyed 

a double digit drop in their collective tax 
bill.

Simply put, for homeowners the num-
bers are ugly.  

• Businesses collectively re-
duced their tax bills by $3.26 
billion through appeals, while 
residential property owners 
saw their tax bills rise by $1.91 
billion.

•  This $3 billion reduction 
in business property taxes rep-
resents a 12.47% drop in their 
overall tax burden, which was 
partly offset by a 6.88% in-
crease in residential property 
tax bills.

• Nearly 64% of business owners filed 
property tax appeals, compared to just 
27% of homeowners. 

And when we broke out the numbers 
based on income and race, the trends were 
similarly troubling.  

•  In communities where 
the median income is below 
$50,000, property tax bills 
jumped by 9.76%, compared to 
a 5.22% increase in neighbor-
hoods with incomes exceeding 
$150,000.

• Nearly 46% of households 
in high-income areas appealed 
their assessments, compared to 
just 10.95% of those in low-in-
come neighborhoods. In Black 
and Latino communities, it’s 

clear the system isn’t working properly.  
• Only 10.85% of Black homeowners and 

14.06% of Latino homeowners appealed 
their taxes compared to 35.5% of White 

homeowners. 
•  Majority Black and Latino neighbor-

hoods represented the 10 areas with the 
lowest appeal rates.

That’s a problem because our study 
shows one of the best ways to lower your 
property tax bill is by appealing to the As-
sessor’s Office, The Cook County Board of 
Review or both. The study revealed that tax 
bills for residential property owners who 

Maria Pappas

By Ald. Timmy Knudsen [43rd]

It has been a month since the shooting 
on Lill St. that tragically took the life of 
Lincoln Park resident Kevin Patel.

This senseless crime proves that aggres-
sive work needs to be continued to get guns 
off of the streets and to prosecute offend-
ers. This requires partnership from all lev-
els of government, and at the local level. 
Our office is committed to continuing to 
push City Hall towards public safety solu-
tions and getting the Chicago Police Dept. 
the resources they need. 

A few weeks ago, CPD arrested an in-
dividual in connection with the shooting, 
charging her with three felony counts, in-
cluding murder in the first Degree. 

I will continue to advocate directly to the 
office of Cook County State’s Attorney, Ei-
leen O’Neil Burke, in hopes that full pros-

ecution is accomplished to the maximum 
extent.  

To support this effort, our office is part-
nering with CPD and the Community Jus-
tice Center to facilitate a court advocate 
program made up of 43rd Ward commu-
nity members who will follow Kevin’s case 

Alderman remembers, honors Kevin Patel

Kevin Patel

through the judicial process, both monitor-
ing and providing support. Court advocacy 
volunteers send a strong message to the de-
fendant, the judge and all other interested 
parties in the criminal justice system: the 
community cares about the outcome of 
these cases. 

Those who may have interest in becom-
ing a court advocate for this case, email us 
at yourvoice@ward43.org and we will send 
information on an introductory meeting 
with our partners. 

Kevin’s brother, Neil, has been an inspi-
ration and partner to our office during the 
aftermath of such a grave loss. The way 
Neil speaks about his brother’s memory is 
filled with love and action; accordingly, we 
asked him to write something directly to 

the community to help others understand 
the amazing person that Kevin was. He 
was willing, and in memory of Kevin Patel, 
his brother Neil writes as follows:

§

Kevin was a kind, generous, and intel-
ligent man with a bright future that was 
tragically cut short on April 16. His sud-
den departure has left an immeasurable 
void in the hearts of everyone who knew 
and loved him.

Kevin had the spirit to put smiles on 
everyone’s face. He was affectionate and 
caring to those he encountered, whether it 
was someone he knew or a stranger he met 

expense see p. 6

patel see p. 12

Businesses collectively reduced 
their tax bills by $3.26 billion 

through appeals, while residen-
tial property owners saw their 
tax bills rise by $1.91 billion.
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By Bryn Morgan

Living on Clark St. near the intersec-
tion with Lawrence, I have followed the 
plans to “improve” the Montrose to Foster  
corridor since they were first announced in 
2019. I attended several zoom meetings in 
the COVID years and on May 13 I attended 
an in-person public meeting at Chase Park 
where the Chicago Dept. of Transportation 
[CDOT] presented what may be a final 
version of its plan. 

This meeting was in no sense a genuine 
consultation between the fashioners of the 
plan and the public who live in and near the 
corridor. You could glean some informa-
tion from the presentation but there was no 
opportunity for an open exchange of opin-
ions. It was a carefully curated presenta-
tion by CDOT. 

The listeners were not given any chance 
to publicly query or challenge any of the as-
sertions made by CDOT. The public heard 
a large number of claims that were meant 
to support a plan whose shape CDOT 
has already decided. Endless charts and  
statistics were mentioned and then rapidly 
passed over as the next slide came up. 

This was a slick performance masquer-
ading as a genuine consultation. CDOT has 
decided that cars are the enemy and their 
mobility must be curtailed. 

What started allegedly as a project to  
encourage economic renewal in the corri-
dor has morphed into a project to protect 
cyclists and deter car usage. 

The claim was made that studies showed 
that cyclists and pedestrians found the  
corridor an unpleasant and threatening 
place. The solution to this problem was  
basically to privilege bike space and drasti-
cally curtail parking spaces on Clark St.

We were told that “studies” showed 
that increasing cycling access was good 
for business. If you make cycling access  
safer and nicer on Clark St., businesses 
will flourish. 

This explains how a project that started 
as one of economic renewal has ended 
up under the control of CDOT, not a city 
agency normally associated with economic 
development issues. 

Yet none of this is convincing. On the 
contrary it seems to be a solution in search 
of a problem. 

Where is the evidence for any of these 
assumptions? Were business owners on 
Clark complaining that they were in trou-
ble because potential customers on bikes 
could not reach them safely? There is no 
such evidence – only CDOT assertions on 
this and a number of other claims. 

For example, what were we supposed to 
make of a cited statistic that “only” about 

50% of residents in the corridor owned 0 – 
1 car? Clearly the intent was to show that 
cars were not that important to residents. 
But cited in this way it is a bizarre statis-
tic. Which was it? Zero or one vehicle per 
resident?

There were other things missing at the 
May 13 meeting. One was any mention 
of public transport. There was no input 
from the CTA. Yet we know that the single 
most effective way to limit car usage is to  

prioritize public transport. For that to  
happen it needs to be reliable, cheap and 
safe. The chances of that happening in 
Chicago at the moment are slim, given 
the CTA’s looming budget deficit of $700  
million and users’ security concerns. 

Those who have the ability to find other 
ways of transport will increasingly turn to 
cars rather than to bikes. 

Another noticeable absence was any 
input from the emergency services. What 
do ambulance and fire services think of 
the new protected bike paths? Clark St., 
as anyone who lives along it knows, has a 
constant movement of emergency service 
vehicles day and night. 

Protected bike lanes would prohibit pull-
ing over to the side of the road in order to 
allow emergency vehicles to pass. What is 
the human cost of emergency responders 
being stuck in traffic? CDOT doesn’t say.

A meeting to give information about 
a major public investment in drastically  
altering the transportation patterns would 
offer some assessment of costs. But there 
was no mention of costs. 

This is not a surprise. From the begin-
ning there has been no transparency about 
how much CDOT’s bike utopia would cost 
the public. Initially there was mention of $7 
million in Tax Increment Financing money, 
but efforts since then to access information 
on costs have been met with the city’s usual 
hostility to freedom of information for its 
citizens. Neither of the two alder people 
present on Wednesday seemed perturbed 
by this. But it is a vital question. Systemic 
opacity is always on display with CDOT 
spending.

It is not simply a matter of how much 
it will cost to physically construct the 
new system (or how much it has already 
cost in other areas). There is also the is-
sue of taxpayers compensating the parking  
meter company for the loss of parking 
spaces in the corridor. (See commentary 
page 7) The city is set to seize 40% to 50% 
of their spaces. By the terms of the 2008 
contract that the city signed, it has to pay a 
defined amount of compensation for each 
parking space for the balance of the 58 
years left on the lease or receive a parking 
space of equal value somewhere else. 

In other words, the CDOT Montrose – 

Foster corridor scheme is almost certain 
to cost many tens of millions of dollars in 
compensation to Chicago Parking Meters, 
LLC, the firm that owns the rights to run 
the city’s parking spaces. 

Also, no numbers were mentioned for 
lost opportunity costs for our local small 
businesses when customers give up and 
leave the area after seeing there is no com-
mercial parking. 

So, an essentially bankrupt city is go-
ing to be spending millions of dollars to  
construct privileged bike lanes that con-
strict streets by adding concrete barriers 
that will benefit only a significantly small 
minority of road users. 

And they are a minority despite the  
increase in the number of cyclists. 

In 2023, 2.5% of all trips made in  
Chicago were by bike. Cyclists accounted 
for 8% of commuter trips. 

The zeal of CDOT and the plan’s  
promoters seem motivated by something 
other than good public policy. It makes  
little sense in strictly local pragmatic 
terms. 

There was a brief moment during the 
CDOT presentation when other more 
ideological motives peaked through. The 
CDOT spokesman mentioned how the plan 
for the corridor was in line with the City’s 
green agenda to limit emissions. Hostil-
ity to motorists would be consistent with 
this. Fifteen-minute cities have become a  
controversial part of the green agenda 
in Europe. This might also explain the  
emphasis that the presenter gave to another 
“study’ that showed that only 50% of cars 
that use the Clark corridor are local. 

The rest, he assured us, were from  
outside the neighborhood. Interlopers using 
it to simply move through to other parts of 
the city. He clearly thought that this statis-
tic was important because he cited it twice. 
And the implication was that the CDOT 
plan would put a stop to these outside  
incursions in the neighborhood. 

A fear of outsiders? How dare “non- 
hyper-locals” from Lincoln Park, Rogers 
Park and Lake View drive through our  
Uptown and Andersonville neighbor-
hoods! Neighborhoods that in CDOT’s  
utopian imagination will be a dominated  
by cyclists, scooters, pedestrians… where 
cars will be strictly limited in their mobili-
ty along one of the city’s main North-South 
arteries. 

I personally think that this would be a 
disaster. But if it is the animating drive  
behind the various local plans like the 
Montrose-Foster corridor then its pro-
ponents should have the courage of their  
convictions and be transparent about it. 
They should not be afraid to engage in 
serious debate about it, not hide behind a 
contrived screen of fraudulent consultation 
and monologues sold as “public input.”

City’s contrived screen  
of fraudulent consultation,  

monologues sold as “public input”

Funeral Home & Cremation Options
A Home to Mourn, Gather and Remember

3918 W. Irving Park Road 
Chicago, IL 60618

MIDTOWN

773-654-3744

WWW.MIDTOWNFUNERALS.COM

greg@midtownfunerals.com

River North Office
405 W. Superior Street

Chicago, IL 60654

Gregory J. Lindeman
Founder/Director

Commentary

appealed went up by about half as much as 
bills for those who didn’t appeal. 

So, if you receive a reassessment  
notice in the mail this year and believe it’s 
too high, you have 30 days to appeal to the 
Assessor’s Office. The last date to file is 
printed on your notice. If a property owner 
doesn’t appeal to the Assessor, or doesn’t 
agree with the Assessor’s appeal decision, 
the owner then has 30 days to appeal to the 
Board of Review.    

What’s also clear from our study is the 
need for reform.  The tax burden transfer 
from commercial to residential proper-
ties widens the wealth gap.  It highlights 
what right now is a regressive property 
tax appeals system that often punishes  
homeowners, particularly in lower-income 

and minority communities. 
That’s why we must strive to fix Cook 

County’s tax appeals system before it 
causes even more harm to those who can 
least afford it. Ultimately, the solution lies 
in lessening the business valuation reduc-
tions that have fueled the inequities. 

A county commissioned analysis  
recommended that the Assessor’s Office 
and Board of Review work to share data 
and standardize their methodology and 
valuation practices. Rightly so, because 
collaborating would eliminate the massive 
business reductions, and reform a property 
tax appeals system that’s working for the 
“haves” but isn’t working for the “have 
nots.”

expense from p. 5

Northside 
Community 

Resources returns  
to North Side  

for 13th annual 
housing fair

Everyone is concerned about housing 
now, particularly on the North Side. While 
many fret, others are doing something 
about it.

Northside Community Resources [NCR] 
and its housing counseling subsidiary 
Northside Community Development Cor-
poration [NCDC], in collaboration with Il-
linois State Sen. Mike Simmons [7th] and 
Ald. Angela Clay [46th], have announce 
their 13th Annual Northside Housing Fair, 
a housing resource event that is free and 
open to the public. 

The event will take place 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, June 14, at Truman College, 1145 
W. Wilson. 

The Fair is an annual event where nu-
merous government, nonprofit and private 
housing-related organizations come togeth-
er under one roof to provide information 
and resources on “all things housing.” The 
event offers access to an array of resources 
and insights into housing opportunities and 
free housing counseling services available 
to tenants, future homebuyers and home-
owners in the city of Chicago and beyond. 

Attendees can speak with HUD ap-
proved housing counselors, mortgage lend-
ers, realtors, home inspectors, and even 
local government agencies to learn more 
about housing resources. Attendees can 
also participate in workshops and find 
access to vital information about diverse 
housing resources and assistance programs 
available to the public. 

Key fair highlights include: 
• Over 32 exhibitors comprising of real 

estate agents, mortgage lenders, non-profit 
housing and pro bono legal organizations, 
as well as local and state government agen-
cies. 

• Attendees can participate in workshops 
covering essential topics such as “Credit & 
Home-buying 101” and “Tenant’s Rights & 
Fair Housing.” 

• The event will offer translation servic-
es in multiple languages besides English, 
including Spanish, Arabic, Polish, Arabic, 
Hindi, Gujarati and American Sign Lan-
guage. 

• Guests will enjoy free admission to the 
fair along with complimentary parking in 
Truman’s parking garage. Truman College 
is located next to the Wilson Redline CTA 
stop, and there are bus stops located in 
front of the college, which make it conve-
nient and accessible for all attendees. 

•  Attendees can schedule one-on-one 

fair see p. 14
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Hours: Daily 8am-5pm
6973 N. East Prairie Road,  

Lincolnwood
847.675.1573

www.UrhausenGreenhouses.com
URHAUSEN

GREENHOUSES

Itʼs Time to Beautify
Your Outdoor Spaces!

“Urhausen Greenhouses is one of the best finds  
for Chicagoland gardeners.” - Tom S., customer review

Since 1922 gardeners and plant lovers have been treating themselves  
by visiting our peaceful 2-acre greenhouse. Blooming hanging baskets,  
annuals, perennials, herbs and vegetable plants grown onsite.  
Choose a basket already in bloom or mix & match from more than  
150 perennials and a dazzling array of annuals in all colors and varieties. 
Come visit us!
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100% locally owned and operated, the Urhausen family has been growing plants for a living since 1922

Four public officials who 
are concerned about fund-
ing for public transit are 
partnering to host a Chi-
cagoland transit town hall 
webinar where they plan to 
discuss the dire state of pub-
lic transit budgets in Chica-
goland.

The public is invited to 
join State Senators Sara 
Feigenholtz and Ram Vil-
livalam, and State Repre-
sentatives Margaret Croke 
and Ann Williams for a vir-
tual public transit town hall 
at 11:30 a.m. Thursday, May 
22. 

To sign up for the meeting, 
or submit questions, visit bit.
lv/transittownhall6.

State officials 
call public 

meeting on  
dire 2026  

transit budget

Pleasant Travel
For Best Airline Tickets and Packages Around the World

or visit 6257 N. Clark St.
email: pleasanttravel@hotmail.com

www.PleasantTravel.comwww.PleasantTravel.com

Call 773-508-1927 7054 N. CLARK ST.
773-274-9281   

www.robertscycle.com

ROBERTS 
CYCLE

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
FREE ESTIMATES
PRE-SEASON  

TUNE-UP SPECIAL
LIMITED TIME

STARTING AT 
$7500

MENTION AD

WE SERVICE  
ALL MAKES & MODELS 

ALL EUROPEAN  
BIKES & E-BIKES  

& SCOOTER REPAIRS

By  
Ald. Scott Waguespack 
[32nd]

This week City Council will be 
voting on a $15 million settlement 
with Chicago parking meter own-
ers Chicago Parking Meters, LLC 
[CPM].  This settlement came 
about when the City tried to make 
changes to the 75-year parking 
meter deal during the deadly 
COVID pandemic. 

The settlement confirms just 
how ironclad this parking meter 
privatization deal is and will  be 
for another 58 years. 

In 2008, Wicker Park and 
Bucktown [WPB] had a parking 
problem around the six corners. 
Parking meters were set at 25¢ 
per hour, allowing people to park 
in spaces for an entire day and 
take the train downtown. 

WPB business owners often 
complained that the lack of turn-
over created parking problems. 
Additionally, dozens of loading 
zones contributed to the clogged 
up parking, freezing out custom-
ers parking for local businesses. 
I made the decision to consoli-
date loading zones and double 
the rates of the meters with other 
adjustments to infrastructure that 
helped businesses in the WPB 

The latest in the parking meter debacle
The perils of rushed,  
non-transparent deals  
by elected officials

area. The overnight changes in 
parking behavior had an imme-
diate positive benefit to the area 
businesses and residents. 

Not long after the meter deal 
was negotiated in 2008, we re-
ceived notice that the Daley Ad-
ministration was going to sign 
off on a parking meter deal for 75 
years and we had just a couple of 
days to review it and vote. 

At the 
time, the 
a n n u a l 
r e v e n u e 
for citywide meters was roughly 
$20-plus million per year. Simply 
doubling the rates throughout the 
city would have put an additional 
$20 million dollars a year into 
City coffers. 

Coupling that with infrastruc-
ture changes throughout the city 
could have mitigated some of our 
financial woes while allowing us 
to modify and improve the park-
ing meter system by ourselves. 

At the time the deal was pre-
sented by Mayor Daley, we were 
given two business days to review 
the deal. Over the weekend my 
staff and I drafted a counter ar-
gument to the deal. We noted that 
the city could simply raise rates 
and do consolidation of zones as 
we had already done. 

We also reviewed the finances 
being proposed by the consul-
tants, city lawyers and finance 
team. Our estimate of the parking 
meter deal  showed the parking 

meters were worth at minimum 
$5 billion, instead of the lower 
$1.15 billion pushed by the con-
sultants. 

The vote to sell off Chicago’s 
parking meters flew threw coun-
cil after a hearing and we ended 
up with our meters in the hands 
of foreign interests almost over-
night, in a 40 to 5 vote. 

The background on the meter 
deal was 
thoroughly 
well cov-
ered by 

Ben Jarovsky and Mick Dumke 
from the Chicago Reader, and 
Dan Mihalopolous of the Chica-
go Tribune. They covered stories 
like how we found out the meter 
system profits ended up in the 
hands of a group in Abu Dhabi. 
Additional fine reporting was 
done by Clint Krislov and Tom 
Geoghegan. 

When the vote comes up to 
give CPM another $15 million, I 
will vote to pass the settlement 
because the lawyers fighting the 
complaint did well to reduce the 
amount. CPM initially demanded 
$322 million in compensation for 
lost revenue during COVID.

The city fought back and won 
on one of the three issues related 
to meter enforcement. This low-
ered settlement has been the first 
upside for taxpayers on the meter 
deal since 2008, yet it is still our 
loss.

The most recent financial audit 
of the parking meters shows that 
the company has made about $2 
billion. 

The stories that have come out 
of the parking meter deal are end-
less and they will continue well 
beyond the end of the deal struc-
ture. Over the past few years, I 
have spoken about the perils of 
rushed or non-transparent deals 
with elected officials from around 
the world, in classrooms and with 
infrastructure and watchdog ex-
perts. 

While the city council did even-
tually pass legislation that slowed 
down some of these deals, good 
governance requires more.

These deals require city council 
to scrutinize each deal. We have 
to demand transparency and ac-
countability as good governance 
and sometimes vote against bad 
deals for you the taxpayer.

Editors note: The five members 
of City Council to vote against 
the deal in 2008 included Toni 
Preckwinkle, Rey Colon, Leslie 
Hairston, Billy Ocasio, and the 
author of this commentary, Scott 
Waguespack.

Chicago has also made “true-
up” payments to CPM to compen-
sate for lost revenue when meters 
are taken offline for reasons like 
festivals, the Chicago Marathon 
or NASCAR road races, CTA 
bus-only lanes, road construc-
tion or the conversion of com-
mercial parking into privileged 
bike lanes. The “true-up” pay-
ments, which have totaled $78.8 
million in the first 12 years of the 
deal, are separate from the more 
recent pandemic settlement.

Scientists and friends of science 
can hang out with other science 
fans for drinks and casual con-
versation with the Illinois Science 
Council [ISC] at 6 p.m. Wednes-
day, May 28 at Cork Lounge, 1822 
W. Addison St. 

Whether you work in science or 
just are interested in science dis-
coveries and research, ISC would 
like to hear your thoughts on all 
things science -- outreach, fund-
ing, communication, publications, 
research, and more.

Science social  
at Cork Lounge May 28

Commentary

Even if you just want to rant 
about the cuts to NIH, NSF, EPA 
then join the fun.

No reservations are required, 
the event is free but you’re respon-
sible for your own drinks. Cork 
Lounge serves minimal food but 
you’re free to bring/order in. 

The ISC is an independent 
501c3 nonprofit with a mission to 
engage, educate, and entertain the 
adult public about science, tech-
nology, engineering and math 
(STEM) topics.
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So the big construction project 
at Lincoln Square has stopped. 
Where are the construction work-
ers? They don’t work if they don’t 
get paid.

Did the City stop paying the 
contractors?

Do nothing, inexperienced 
project managers like Mayor 
Brandon Johnson and Aldermen 
Matt Martin and Andre Vasquez 
have to answer.

They gave away the parking 
lot on Western Ave. Then they 
closed the parking lot on Leland 
Ave. They closed the 4700 N. 
block of Lincoln Ave. (reopened 
after three weeks), they closed the 
4600 N. block of Lincoln Ave. to 
parking and they closed the 4700 
N. block of Western Ave. to park-
ing. They removed the parking at 
Ainslie Plaza (4900 N.) and re-
placed it with a giant dirt hole.

Where the heck are shoppers 
supposed to park? Nowhere? So 
the little shops and small busi-
nesses will suffer, as shoppers 
head to Skokie, Lincolnwood and 
Niles. 

Next up? The mayor and alder-
men Martin and Vasquez want 
to remove half the commercial 
street parking on Clark St. in Up-
town and Andersonville for more 

Where’s the money?
privileged bike lanes.

No parking equals no shop-
pers. No shoppers equal no sales 
tax. No sales tax equals no sales 
tax revenue. No sales tax revenue 
equals higher property taxes. 
Higher property taxes equals 
higher rents, equals less afford-
able housing.

Are they trying to destroy Chi-
cago? They can’t be that stupid, 
can they?

How long until metered park-
ing is added around Welles and 
Winnemac Parks to pay off LAZ 
Parking for all their lost parking 
meter revenue? We’ve already 
seen parking meters added to 
Montrose Point.

You think City Haul cares 
about the North Side? Then how 
come four North Side police dis-
tricts are short Commanders and 
two have unfilled Captain vacan-
cies?

I’m sure they’ll find money 
for that just as soon as they find 
money to finish the road con-
struction. 

But they have plenty of money 
for privileged bike lanes and to 
support illegal aliens.

Mike Sullivan
Avondale

When someone tells you they 
are an urban planner working for 
the city of Chicago, run for the 
hills. Why? Because you can be 
assured that their analyses and 
recommendations are totally 
devoid of any substantive, quan-
titative components, thereby ren-
dering their recommendations 
essentially worthless and without 
merit.

A prime case in point: instal-
lation of the bike lanes on Clark 
St., and the attendant traffic jam 
causing lane elimination. Several 
substantive evaluations which a 
normal study would include are 
missing:

•  A count of bikes by time of 
day from Ridge to Devon. I as-

Run for the hills!

I agree that right now, speed 
cameras are often being used as 
a revenue generating tool to plug 
city budget gaps and that is not 
acceptable. But the solution isn’t 
to get rid of them—it’s to reform 
the system so safety, not revenue, 
is the primary goal.

Week after week, Inside Pub-
lications runs pieces blaming 
speed cameras while ignoring 
the real threat: reckless driving. 
Speeding is deadly. It’s the single 
biggest factor in whether a pedes-
trian or cyclist survives a crash. 
Yet across Chicago, drivers regu-
larly blow red lights, speed down 
residential streets, and crash into 
storefronts—endangering lives 
and livelihoods. That rarely 
makes headlines.

The U.S. has some of the 
deadliest roads in the developed 
world. In 2024 alone, an estimat-
ed 39,345 people died in traffic 
crashes—nearly as many as from 
shootings. Pedestrian deaths have 
surged nearly 50% over the past 
decade.

Cameras alone won’t fix this, 
but they can help—if used cor-
rectly. 

Chicago Dept. of Transporta-
tion data shows that from 2012–
2013 to 2022–2023 total crashes 
rose 28% citywide but only 2% 
near speed cameras; Injury and 
fatal crashes increased 19% city-
wide but dropped 11% near cam-
eras; Bike and pedestrian crashes 
fell 14% citywide, and 46% near 

Don’t blame camera, reckless driving the culprit
cameras; Speed-related crashes 
rose 9% citywide but fell 24% 
near cameras, and youth-involved 
crashes rose 28% citywide, but 
only 15% near cameras.

This isn’t speculation—it’s evi-
dence that cameras work when 
implemented in the right way.

The real problem is how we 
use them. Right now, Illinois law 
restricts placement to within 1/8 
of a mile of schools or parks. 
That’s outdated. Cameras should 
be allowed wherever data shows 
a speeding problem—and they 
should operate 24/7, because traf-
fic violence doesn’t stop at 7 p.m.

But most critically the money 
raised from these cameras should 
be legally required to go toward 
safety improvements—raised 
crosswalks, curb extensions, pro-
tected bike lanes—not into the 
general budget. That’s how we re-
design streets to prevent crashes 
before they happen.

I don’t want people to get tick-
ets. But if someone gets one, it 
means they were speeding—and 
that’s dangerous for all road and 
sidewalk users. The goal should 
be safer streets, not more fines. 
Let’s fix the policy, not scrap the 
tool.

Neville Hemming
Edgewater

Alexander Gillon’s letter to the 
editor of May 7 calls for a rebut-
tal.

Mr. Gillon claims that the 
residents attending the April 26 
rally at Patio Beef opposing the 
proposed upzoning of Broadway 
“misunderstand the core problem 
that the Broadway rezoning is 
trying to solve.” The reality is that 
they understand the argument; it 
is just that they don’t agree with 
it.

Various arguments have pre-
sented in favor of the upzoning. 
The one that Mr. Gillon advances 
is that there is a problem and it is 
that “demand to live in Edgewa-
ter is increasing, and prospective 
residents need somewhere to go.” 

First there is no evidence that 
demand is increasing beyond the 
number of residential units avail-
able to meet that demand. If that 
were the case there would be a 
near zero vacancy rate in Edge-

And furthermore…

Letters to the Editor

water, and there isn’t, at least not 
overall. 

Getting reliable up-to-date va-
cancy rate data is difficult, but the 
statistic most often found by an 
internet search is a vacancy rate 
of around 10%. That’s for Edge-
water as a whole, but obviously, 
vacancy rates vary by area and 
by type of apartment. But let us 
assume for the sake of argument 
that Mr. Gillon is correct and 
there aren’t enough residential 
units for all those who would like 
to live here. Why is that a crisis or 
a tragedy? 

It is not that there are no places 
in Chicago or the nearby suburbs 
for them to live. People rarely get 
everything they want in life. That 
you can’t rent an apartment exact-
ly where you want to live and at 
a price that you want to pay may 
be a personal disappointment, but 
it isn’t a civic tragedy; nor is it a 
crisis.

Receive a free 5−year warranty 
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- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 866−643−0438 to 
schedule your free quote!

sume this wasn’t measured be-
cause of the low numbers which 
would suggest that dedicated 
lanes were not warranted.

• Increased travel times for cars 
as a result of the two-to-one lane 
convergence.

•  Increased emissions as a re-
sult of the increased idling time 
mandated by the removal of one 
lane of traffic

• The number of cars impacted 
per hour and per day, along with 
the imputed value of time for 
drivers so impacted

•  Traffic simulations showing 
the increased travel times for fire 
and police vehicles responding to 
calls from the public

I could go on and on. Bottom 

line is that we can be sure that a 
study professionally undertaken 
dealing with the points enumer-
ated above would conclude that 
what the “professional city of 
Chicago planners” are imposing 
on us, the residents of this area, 
is not only without merit, but a 
waste of scarce taxpayer monies, 
has a low benefit to cost ratio and 
is a danger to the community.

It’s high time that the commu-
nity demand some professional-
ism and justifiable rationale for 
the public works projects a bunch 
of nincompoops are foisting on 
us. Enough is enough.

 
Philip Bernstein
Edgewater

He also claims that “only by en-
abling building up on Broadway 
can we create enough space for 
everyone to live, work, and shop, 
and keep our local businesses that 
make Edgewater special.” There 
are several errors of logic here. 
One is the claim regarding Broad-
way. What about other streets? 
Why is more buildings on Broad-
way the only solution? The other 
is the claim that the upzoning of 
Broadway will enable everyone 
who wants to live in Edgewater to 
do so. Nothing in new construc-
tion will help everyone.

The main error however is to 
claim “it will keep our local busi-
nesses.” This defies logic. Ex-
cluding the very few vacant lots 
not already approved for new 
construction and parking lots that 
serve existing business, some-
thing has to be destroyed in or-
der to build something new. That 
something is likely to be one-
story buildings that house small 
businesses. So by incentivizing 
new construction by upzoning, 
one is also incentivizing eliminat-
ing existing businesses. 

It is one thing to argue that cre-
ating new residential units trumps 
the loss of any existing business, 
but to deny that there would be 
that loss is being either illogical 
or intellectually dishonest.

There are few win-wins as a 
product of most public policy 
decisions. In most cases there 
are winners and losers, though 
in some cases the differences 
are minor. In the case of this 
proposed upzoning, the differ-
ences are not minor. Some could 
lose badly, and except for certain 
property owners, others will not 
gain greatly.

LeRoy Blommaert
Edgewater
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By Andrew Adams
Capital News Illinois

With about two weeks to go 
before their spring adjournment, 
lawmakers in Springfield are fac-
ing a tight deadline to pass major 
reforms to Chicagoland’s tran-
sit system — but officials have  
released few concrete details of 
the plan they say is taking shape.

Influential lawmakers said one 
major element will be addressed: 
safety.

“We need to make sure that 
there are safety mechanisms that 
are implemented by transit secu-
rity, that there are transit ambas-
sadors for customer service and 
nonviolent situations, and there 
are social services for those that 
are in need of mental and be-
havioral health services,” Senate 
Transportation Committee Chair 
Ram Villivalam of Chicago, said 
at a May 15 news conference.

Villivalam said transit safety 
reform should be rooted in data 
and “law enforcement expertise.” 
He cited the Los Angeles transit 
system, which he said has a simi-
lar number of riders as Chicago-
area transit.

“We can look at their system 
and say these are how many of-
ficers they have, these are how 
many transit ambassadors they 
have and so forth,” Villivalam 
said.

Villivalam made the announce-
ment alongside Rep. Marcus  
Evans of Chicago, a high-ranking 
House Democrat. Earlier this 
year, the two sponsored a transit 
reform proposal backed by more 
than 30 labor organizations. That 
bill outlined the creation of a 
new police force overseen by the  
Regional Transportation Author-
ity.

“There’s no police presence. It 
makes no sense,” Evans said of 
the current Chicago transit land-
scape. “Across the world, not just 
this country: New York City? 
Dedicated police. Washington, 
D.C.? Dedicated police. Bos-
ton? Dedicated police presence.  
London? Dedicated police pres-
ence. Germany? Dedicated police 
presence.”

No final agreement has been 
reached for the expected reform 
bill. A spokesperson from the Illi-
nois Clean Jobs Coalition, one of 
the advocacy groups involved in 
the transit negotiations, said that 
discussions dealing with public 
safety were scheduled for Thurs-
day.

Late last month, two other  
lawmakers involved in the transit 
reform negotiations said Spring-
field insiders were nearing a deal 
that would resemble the labor-
backed bill.

But that proposal doesn’t  
include a plan for funding the 
beleaguered Chicago-area agen-
cies. While lawmakers have  
repeatedly stressed they are  
going to pass reforms before pro-
viding transit agencies new fund-
ing, agency heads and activists 
have consistently asked for finan-
cial support.

House Speaker Emanuel 
“Chris” Welch of Hillside, speak-
ing to media on May 15, didn’t 
commit to any details of the  
reform package, but did echo the 
need for safety reforms

Passengers ride a Red Line “L” train in Chicago. Photo by Andrew Adams

Safety reforms could be coming  
for Chicagoland transit, but funding still up in the air

“We have to have reforms be-
fore we even talk about revenue. 
We have to improve the ridership 
experience,” Welch said. “We 
have to improve rider safety. We 
have to improve safety for the 
employees on these trains and on 
these buses.”

Welch also pointed to a group 
of House lawmakers he convened 
who are “getting close on agree-
ments.”

Chicagoland transit agencies 

— Chicago Transit Authority, 
Pace Suburban Bus, Metra com-
muter rail service and the RTA 
oversight agency — face a collec-
tive $770 million budget shortfall 
beginning this summer.

The RTA says that unless the 
state steps in with funding help, 
that budget gap will grow even as 
the transit agencies will have to 
make massive cuts to service in 
the region.

But that funding might not 

come from the state.
Villivalam said that conversa-

tions are continuing around how 
to handle the issue and declined 
to provide specifics. Instead, he 
pointed to past proposals from 
the Chicago Metropolitan Agen-
cy for Planning and RTA without 
indicating what options, if any, 
lawmakers will adopt.

After a spike in the number of 
reported crimes relative to the 
number of total Chicago Transit Au-
thority trips in the early days of the 
pandemic, the crime rate on CTA 
buses, trains and at system stations 
settled at a rate slightly higher than 
the pre-pandemic peak.

Capital News analysis of data 

Crime on Chicago transit outpaces 
 pre-pandemic levels

from the National Transit Database, 
and Chicago Data Portal Chicago 
crime data does not include crimes 
committed on the CTA outside of 
Chicago city limits. The crime rate 
reported by authorities therefore 
is bound to be a lower estimate for 
the CTA system overall.
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Police 
Beat

Gunmen rob couple, pistol-whip 
woman in Wrigleyville

Armed men pistol-whipped a 
woman during a robbery as she sat 
in a car with a man in Wrigleyville on 
May 16, police said.

According to a Chicago police 
spokesperson, a 22-year-old man 
and a 35-year-old woman were 
seated in a car on Roscoe St. just 
west of Sheffield Ave. when two 
men approached them around 1:07 
a.m. The men threatened the victims 
with weapons and asked for their 
belongings.

But the robbery took an even 
more violent turn when one of the 
masked men struck the woman in 
the head and face, reportedly with 
a handgun.

Both robbers then climbed into 
a white vehicle, possibly a Nissan 
sedan, and drove away. The wom-
an drove to the 1800 block of W.  
Belmont and called for help. She  
declined medical attention.

CPD has issued two warnings this 
year about robbery crews targeting 
Wrigleyville and Gold Coast bar-
goers as they wait for rideshares at 
closing time. Three of the five Wrig-
leyville robberies occurred in the 
3500 block of N. Clark, about a block 
from the May 16 robbery.

The known crime pattern usually 
involves three or four robbers who 
approach victims and either display 
a gun or use force to get control of 
their valuables. The robbers have 
even accessed some of the victims’ 
bank accounts through phones tak-
en during the hold-ups, police said.

In Wrigleyville, the robberies oc-
curred in the 3500 block of N. Clark 
at 1:30 a.m. and 2:30 a.m. Jan. 5; in 
the 3500 block of N. Clark at 1:10 
a.m. Jan. 11; in the 1000 block of W. 
Newport at 2 a.m. Feb. 9; in the 3500 
block of N. Clark at 1:55 a.m. Feb. 23, 
and in the 3600 block of N. Clark at 
3:45 a.m. Feb. 23.

While the Wrigleyville robbers 
have been problematic, robbery 
reports across the rest of the Lakev-
iew-based Town Hall 19th District 
are down 38% this year, with 90 cas-
es reported as of last May 11.

Bank robber has struck three 
times in a week; FBI offers $1,000 
for info that brings him in

Need a little summertime spend-
ing cash? The FBI is ready to help. All 
you need to do is help them find and 
convict this serial bank robber.

The agency says he has robbed 
three banks in the past week, one 
each in Andersonville, Edgewater, 
and Logan Square. Now, they’re of-
fering up to $1,000 for “information 
leading to the arrest and conviction” 
of the bandit.

His first target was the Fifth Third 
Bank at 5918 N. Broadway. The FBI 
says he presented a note to a teller 
around 9:51 a.m. on May 9 but didn’t 
get anything.

He tried again on Wednesday. 
Around 9:27 a.m., he handed a note 
to a teller at U.S. Bank, 5340 North 
Clark. Once again, he left empty-
handed, according to the FBI.

Both robbers climbed into a white 
vehicle, possibly a Nissan sedan, and 
drove away.

Scamming tow truck driver stole 
cars from crash scenes  
in River North, Lakeview,  
South Loop

A suburban tow 
truck driver stole 
cars by illegally 
soliciting at crash 
scenes in the city 
and misinform-
ing drivers about 
where he was tak-
ing their vehicles, 
according to pros-

ecutors and a Chicago police report.
Maximilian Gasienica, 26, of Oak 

Lawn, is accused of stealing three cars 
from crash scenes in Lakeview, River 
North, and the South Loop this year.

A CPD report said three victims 
identified Gasienica in photo lineups 
as the tow truck driver who solicited 
them at crash scenes, even though 
they did not call him or flag him 
down.

Gasienica “falsely presented him-
self” to get the vehicles’ owners to 
sign for his services and he then pro-
vided them with a form that listed a 
fake tow company and an address 
where no cars are stored, according 
to the report. The report stated that 
neither the state nor the city has au-
thorized “BTA Towing,” the company 
Gasienica claimed to work for, to tow 
vehicles.

All three victims reported their cars 
stolen after their repeated attempts 
to locate and recover their vehicles 
failed, police said.

Gasienica is accused of stealing 
cars from scenes in the 600 block of 
W. Roosevelt on Feb. 25, the 3700 
block of N. Lake Shore Dr. on March 
13, and the first block of East Grand 
on April 16.

Prosecutors charged him with 
three counts of theft by deception 
and three counts of soliciting tows at 
the scene.

You may remember that CPD issued 
a warning in March about a rogue tow 
truck driver who stole cars from two 
drivers who were involved in traffic 
crashes in the South Loop. Gasienica 
is not charged with those incidents.

CPD said those victims were in-
volved in traffic crashes when the 
thief showed up with a tow truck and 
took their vehicles without permis-
sion. The tow driver, operating under 
a fake company name, took the cars 
to unknown locations.

One victim was targeted after 
crashing in the 1900 block of S. Lake 
Shore Dr. around midnight on Feb. 26. 
The other had their car stolen follow-
ing an accident in the 1800 block of S. 
Clark at 7:40 a.m. on March 8.

CPD’s alert described the tow driv-
er only as a man between 25 and 30 
years old.

Police are warning drivers to avoid 
unsolicited tows and to be wary of 
“chaser” trucks that show up at crash 
scenes. The department also recom-
mends contacting your insurance 
company before hiring a tow or road-
side assistant. Additionally, CPD said 
drivers should not give in to high-
pressure tactics, check and verify 
a tow operator’s municipal license 
number, and keep a copy of their li-
cense plate and vehicle identification 
number in a safe place so they have it 
handy if their car is stolen.

Man shot, critically injured inside 
Rogers Park apartment building

Police are investigating after a man 
was shot and critically injured inside a 
Rogers Park apartment building May 
12. The victim knows the gunman, 
who remains at large.

CPD and fire personnel responded 
to an apartment building in the 6700 
block of N. Sheridan around 12:42 a.m. 
to handle a “person shot” call. They 
found a 51-year-old man lying on the 
fourth floor with a gunshot wound to 
his back.

in prison after a jury convicted him 
of sexual assault charges in connec-
tion with the case.

The victim was 24 years old when 
she joined friends and classmates 
for drinks at a Loop hotel and then 
headed to a nightclub near Hub-
bard and State St. on July 3, 2021.

She was the only member of the 
group still at the club when, around 
2 a.m., she met Djirackor, who iden-
tified himself as “Billy.” The woman 
ordered an Uber, but someone 
canceled it, and she ended up in a 
hotel with Djirackor, prosecutors al-
leged. They were kissing when two 
men she had never met entered the 
room, and one of them said, “I want 
to get in on that.”

Prosecutors now say one of those 
two men was 40-year-old Juan Siv-
els.

One of the 
men forced the 
woman face-
down on the 
bed, pressing her 
head and back 
with his hands, 
and two of the 

men raped her. In pain and crying, 
the woman pleaded with the men 
to stop and promised not to tell 
anyone if the men let her go. One 
of them told her he knew people 
in Texas, where she was from, and 
threatened to have them hurt her if 
she told anyone.

She escaped the room with her 
phone and a shirt she grabbed. Offi-
cials said she immediately cried out 
to a friend via FaceTime and went 
via ambulance to Northwestern Me-
morial Hospital for treatment.

Lab testing on the shirt she took 
from the hotel room and evidence 
collected at the hospital showed 
that three people contributed ge-
netic material recovered from the 
shirt, and two men contributed ge-
netic material recovered from the 
victim’s private areas.

Earlier this year, DNA matching 
linked Sivels to genetic material re-
covered from the woman’s private 
area and a shirt she took from the 
hotel room, prosecutors said during 
a recent detention hearing.

Judge Rivanda Doss Beal ordered 
Sivels detained while he awaits trial 
for the “heinous offense,” calling 
him a “danger to women and the 
community.”

While the DNA test results were 
still pending in December 2023, 
Sivels was arrested and charged 
with shooting at an Amazon driver 
in Logan Square. Surveillance video 
allegedly showed him taking out a 
gun and opening fire as he walked 
toward the Amazon truck in the 
3300 block of W. Armitage around 
7:30 p.m. Dec. 6, 2023, prosecutors 
said.

The 22-year-old Amazon courier 
told police he “felt the pressure of 
the bullet in the back of his seat,” 
the report said. Another bullet 
was found lodged in a copy of the 
book Sitting in the Darkness  that 
was awaiting delivery in the back of 
the truck. Yet another bullet hit an 
unoccupied parked car. No injuries 
were reported.

Police found 11 shell casings at 
the scene. They discovered bullet 
holes on both sides of the Amazon 
van’s side doors and in the back of 
the driver’s seat, according to Siv-
el’s arrest report. Police found Siv-
els nearby and recovered a 9-mm 
handgun from a porch. Sivels, who 
was off-duty from his job as a securi-
ty guard, allegedly told the officers 
he did it because he was drunk.

He pleaded guilty to reckless 
discharge of a firearm and unlaw-
ful use of a weapon last August in 
exchange for a three-year sentence 
from Judge Aleksandra Gillespie. He 
was released from prison on Jan. 8 
after serving less than half of the 
time.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com

But the third time was the charm.
Around 9:29 a.m. May 15, he suc-

cessfully robbed the Fifth Third Bank 
at 2973 N. Milwaukee, the FBI said.

The agency described him as White 
and 5’-4” or 5’-5” tall with a “slight” 
build. He fled on foot after each rob-
bery and implied he had a weapon, 
according to a reward bulletin issued 
May 16.

Anyone with information about the 
guy can contact the FBI at 312-421-
6700 or tips.fbi.gov.

Two detained after robberies  
reported in Lakeview, Wrigleyville

Good news to report: Two sus-
pects are in custody after people 
were robbed near Wrigley Field, in the 
Southport Corridor, and in Bridgeport 
May 18. The suspects are believed to 
be responsible for all three holdups.

The crimes began shortly after 1 
a.m. near Clifton and Grace in Wrig-
leyville. A woman who lives in the 
neighborhood said two men, one 
wearing a ski mask, took her phone 
and other items, made her unlock her 
phone, and then fled in a white car.

Just minutes later, a couple was 
robbed at gunpoint a few blocks away 
near Southport and Roscoe. They told 
police two men took their valuables 
at gunpoint and drove away in a white 
car. The victims hid in a gangway until 
police arrived.

Then, around 1:43 a.m., a 27-year-
old woman was robbed in the 3000 
block of S. Wentworth. She reported 
that two men got out of a white Volk-
swagen sedan and demanded her 
property at gunpoint, a Chicago po-
lice spokesperson said.

They battered the woman in her 
face and leg, then took her property 
by force, according to CPD. She de-
clined medical treatment.

Yet another robbery was reported 
in the West Loop around 2:25 p.m. A 
group of friends were near Aberdeen 
and Washington when two or three 
men in a white vehicle robbed them 
at gunpoint of their jewelry, accord-
ing to their 911 call. But the victims 
did not wait for police to stick around, 
and no report was filed.

Using CPD’s network of cameras 
and license plate readers, cops began 
tracking a Volkswagen with Massa-
chusetts plates as it traveled around 
the city, wandering from Anderson-
ville to the South Side.

Along the way, state troopers inter-
cepted the vehicle and ultimately ar-
rested two suspects at 79th and State 
St., according to a source.

Detectives will also be looking to 
see if the suspects are responsible for 
robbing two other people in Wrig-
leyville on May 16. In that case, a 22-
year-old man and a 35-year-old wom-
an were seated in a car on Roscoe St. 
just west of Sheffield Ave. when two 
men approached them around 1:07 
a.m. The men threatened the victims 
with weapons and asked for their be-
longings.

But the robbery took an even more 
violent turn when one of the masked 
men struck the woman in the head 
and face, reportedly with a handgun.

The man had been involved in an 
argument with another man before 
the shooting, police said. A witness 
reported hearing a “loud noise” be-
fore finding the victim on the floor, 
according to a CPD statement. Of-
ficers found one shell casing at the 
scene.

Police searched the residential 
building and a garage for the suspect, 
a Black man with a gray beard who is 
about 50 years old, but they came up 
empty-handed.

This victim is the 11th person shot 
in Rogers Park this year.

Andersonville burglary
On Thursday, May 15, 20th District 

Police reported an overnight break-in 
and burglary at La Baguette, 5712 N. 
Clark St. 

They say that a broken glass door 
was also reported at Primo Pizza at 
5600 N. Clark St., but there’s been no 
confirmation of items having been 
taken at this time. 

Chicago Police remain short-hand-
ed even through North Side corridors 
continue to be targeted by burglars 
during overnight hours.

Shooting in River North  
nightlife district  
leaves man critically injured

For the second weekend in a row, 
Chicago police are investigating a 
shooting in the River North nightlife 
district.

CPD said the latest victim, a 39-
year-old man, was in the 300 block 
of W. Ontario when someone shot 
him multiple times around 12:39 a.m. 
May 18. Bullets struck the man in his 
mouth, back, and side, leaving him in 
critical condition.

Cops found shell casings in a near-
by lot and inside a vehicle on the lot.

CPD said the victim could not pro-
vide details about the incident due to 
his condition. They also said their pre-
liminary investigation “indicates that 
the victim was shot at by an offender 
in a vehicle.”

On May 11, a 25-year-old man was 
shot during an argument outside a 
nightclub in the 100 block of W. On-
tario, less than two blocks from the 
latest incident.

Today’s victim is the tenth person 
shot on the Near North Side this year. 
That includes a man who was shot by 
the police after he allegedly threat-
ened officers with a knife. At this 
point last year, the Near North Side 
had seen eight people shot, including 
a Chicago police officer and the man 
who allegedly shot the officer.

Mother stabbed  
7-year-old son in Rogers Park

A woman is in custody after she ap-
parently stabbed her 7-year-old son 
in Rogers Park on May 17.

Chicago police issued a statement 
saying, “a 7-year-old male victim in-
side a residence was approached by 
a 26-year-old female offender who 
produced a sharp object and stabbed 
the victim” around 8 a.m.

Investigators learned about the 
stabbing after the boy was taken to 
Evanston Hospital, where staff mem-
bers notified police.

Evanston and Chicago officers re-
sponded to the hospital and learned 
that the stabbing occurred in an 
apartment in the 1700 block of W. 
Touhy. The child’s mother was ar-
rested at the hospital, according to a 
source.

Meanwhile, the boy was transferred 
to Lurie Children’s Hospital, where he 
underwent surgery. CPD said he was 
in fair condition.

Second man charged  
with brutal 2021 rape of woman  
in River North hotel room

Nearly four years after three men 
brutally raped a Texas woman in a 
River North hotel room, newly-com-
pleted DNA test results have identi-
fied one of the assailants, prosecutors 
say. Last fall, another man, Frederick 
Djirackor, was sentenced to 15 years 
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The FBI is offering a reward of “up to” 
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BY BOB ZULEY

In April, Chicago Police  
arrested Benjamin F. Wilkins, 29, 
of Chicago, on a felony warrant 
for animal torture and aggravated 
cruelty to animals related to the 
alleged abuse and abandonment 
of a dog in the lakeshore rocks 
of Berger Park in the Edgewater 
community.

The saga began on the morning 
of June 10, 2024, when Edgewa-
ter resident Brianne Coleman was 
walking her dog, Zeus, at their fa-
vorite haunt, Berger Park, located 
at Sheridan Rd. and Granville 
Ave.

Zeus became insistently curi-
ous about something in the rocks 
when Coleman looked down 
and found a young labrador pup 
curled up in the rocks.  The dog, 
later named “Rocky” for his un-
fortunate site of abandonment, 
was found with shattered hips, 
back knees and rear legs. He was 
malnourished and likely had been 
dragged, according to two veteri-
narians that Coleman had sought 
out for help.

Coleman reached out to the 
Edgewater community and start-
ed a GoFundMe page which ulti-
mately reached $21,000 to cover 
Rocky’s medical and rehabilita-
tive costs before she found him a 
forever home with a Chicago cou-
ple, as reported by ABC7 News. 
Leftover funds were donated to 

local dog organizations.
Coleman and her neighbors 

tracked down surveillance video 
of Rocky with Wilkins exiting 
a building service elevator and  
returning a few minutes later 
without him.

Wilkins was subsequently  
arrested at 2:15 a.m. at 4000 S. 
Lake Shore Dr.  He was given a 
pre-trial release on April 15 how-
ever court records indicate he is 
demanding a trial.

Wilkins is alleged to torture 
Rocky “which caused extreme 
physical pain motivated by the 
intent to increase or prolong the 
pain, suffering, or agony of the 
animal,” the criminal complaint 
reads according to WGN News.

Man indicted  
for felony torture of dog

“Rocky” rescued  
from Berger Park;  
finds new home

BY BOB ZULEY

City officials issued a sum-
mary closure for Pork Chop Res-
taurant and Bar, LLC, and Meet 
and Whiskey, two city-licensed 
liquor serving businesses located 
at 6341 N. Broadway in the Edge-
water following a fatal shooting 
incident 1:20 a.m. May 10.

Rapper and alleged gang leader 
of the violent O Block gang fac-
tion, Rachaun S. “Munna Duke” 
Vance, 31, and Derrell “Young-
ginFromDaJetz” Givens, 28, were 
slain in the fusilade of lead as 
they departed Pork Chop Restau-
rant. At least 50 shots were fired, 
according to the police.  

Vance was struck in his chest 
and taken to Weiss Memorial 
Hospital by private vehicle where 
he died. Givens was shot multiple 
times and transported by CFD 
ambulance to St. Francis Hos-
pital in Evanston where he was 
pronounced dead. A 36-year-old 
man was wounded and treated at 
Evanston Hospital.

The targeted murder of alleged 
O-Block leader “Munna Duke” 
Vance has been allegedly linked 
to an on-going dispute between 
two gang factions, Tookaville and 
Smashville, according to online 
source Sportskeeda.  

Vance’s O-Block faction is re-
portedly feuding with Tookaville. 
Tookaville takes its name from 
15-year old Shondale Gregory, 
known to his friends as “Tooka.” 
He was fatally shot Jan. 12, 2011 
at 63rd St. and St. Lawrence. The 
street was home to famous rap-
pers including FGB Duck and 
Lil Jay, and is known locally as 
“Tookaville.”  

“Tooka” Gregory’s name still 
figures prominently in rap music.

Vance was an associate of su-
perstar rapper Dayvon “King 
Von” Bennett who was killed in 
2020. Vance may be musically 
recognized as the artist behind, 
“Pain in My Eyes” and “10 TO 
DA O.”

Vance was identified by his 
nickname as a leader of the O 
Block criminal enterprise during 
a months long racketeering trial at 
Chicago’s Dirksen Federal Build-
ing that ended in Jan. 2024.

The three men were wounded 
when gunmen jumped out of a ve-
hicle and fired at least at least 50 
shots at the men in a targeted at-
tack. The stolen Infiniti Q50 was 
found abandoned and afire in the 
600 block of East 134th Place by 
police less than two hours after 
the shooting, according to CWB-
Chicago.

Vance obtained a significant 
legal victory just one month ago 
when prosecutors dropped a Class 
X Armed Habitual Criminal gun 
case. Law enforcement had iden-
tified him as one of the highest 
ranking members of the O Block 
street gang.

“O-Block” refers to the 6400 
block of S. King Dr. in the Park-
way Gardens apartment complex 
in Chicago, which received high 
levels of gang-related violence 

in the early 2010s. The name O-
Block originated after the 2011 
murder of Odee Perry, a resident 
and member of the Black Disci-
ples street gang.

The violence in Parkway Gar-
dens was largely attributed to 
gang rivalries between the Black 
Disciples and the Gangster Dis-
ciples gangs. It became nationally 
recognized due to associations 
with rappers like Chief Keef, Lil 
Durk, King Von, and Fredo San-
tana, who often referenced the 
area in their music.

A message of graffiti left in 
marked stickers on the window of 
Pork Chop stated, “RIP MUNNA 
DUKE. INSHALLAH MAY 
YOU RIP.”  

City shutters Edgewater’s Pork Chop 
after alleged gang-leaders slain

Mayor’s effort to eliminate 
‘racist’ gang database 
hobbles police, Hookah 
Lounge blasts alders, 
mayor, CPD for closure

Staff removed it shortly after 
they were affixed. For Muslims, 
the term, inshallah, translates to 
“If God wills [it].”

“FatFat Banks,” the mother 
of Vance’s child, responded to 
the murder on Instagram, saying 
“TO MUCH PRESSURE HAD 
THEM NIGGAS HATING ON 
U WE TALKED ABOUT EV-
ERYTHING BUT THIS WASNT 
ONE IN A MILLION YEARS I 
WOULDVE THOUGHT THESE 
WOULD BE OUR LAST 
DAYS….”

Following the stickers being 
affixed to the Pork Chop busi-
ness windows May 11, a Face-

(Top) Pork Chop Restaurant and Bar, 6341 N. Broadway. Inset: Rachaun 
“Munna Duke” Vance and Derrell “YoungginFromDaJetz” Givens. Images 
courtesy Facebook. (Bottom) Business Closed by Order of the Superinten-
dent of Police notice on Pork Chop’s storefront.

(L-R) Benjamin F. Wilkins, Rocky.

pork chop see p. 14
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Park June 14-15. Brought to you by Am-
dur Productions, the event will feature art 
across all mediums, live music, food, drink 
and live art demos.

HOLOCAUST: Jerzy Lerer was born 
in 1927 in Krakow, Poland. Lerer was Jew-
ish, the son of unnamed Jewish parents, 
only 13 years old when the Nazis invaded 
Poland. Sadly, not very much is known 
about his life due to the fact that not a sin-
gle member of his family survived the Ho-
locaust. Their names have been forgotten. 
Lerer is remembered by a classmate, Lina 
Rosenberg, who survived the war and 
filled out a page of testimony of his life. 
She listed him as a close friend and said 
his cause of death was “murder” at age 17. 
We will never know any more about Ler-
er’s life. May his memory be a blessing.

O MON DIEU: Water from a hailstorm 
leaked into the Musée du Louvre on Satur-
day, May 3, almost dripping on Cimabue’s 
“Maestà,” arguably the greatest early 
Western European painting. Dating from 
1280-85, it is the centerpiece of the exhibi-
tion “A New Look at Cimabue.” 

CARTOONING: Ann Telnaes, who 
resigned from the Washington Post after 
her Trump cartoon was rejected, has won 
the Pulitzer Prize.

MANGE MANGE: Karen Conti at La 
Scarola with the Italian American Human 
Rights Foundation planning committee for 
Venetian Night 2025. This year, the event 
will be on the River Walk. Put it on your 
calendar and if you want to be in the pro-
cession, you can rent out a boat for you or 
your organization. Contact her for details.

If you don’t like change, you’re going 
to like irrelevance even less. 

- Gen. Eric Shinseki

tog515@gmail.com

GRANT PARK: Buckingham Fountain 
switching on for summer season. Thanks 
Kate Buckingham.

CHICAGO POLICE: Fallen Chicago 
Police officers were honored at the annual 
FOP Lodge 7 Memorial Service. Mem-
bers of the Gold Star Families joined as 
they paid tribute to their loved ones. Dur-
ing the service, the names of Officer Luis 
Huesca, Officer James Crowley and Of-
ficer Enrique Martinez were added to the 
memorial wall. Their sacrifice will never 
be forgotten.

MISSING: A significant, large-scale 
work by the late artist Sol LeWitt has 
vanished from the exterior of a federally-
owned downtown building—and the gov-
ernment agency in charge of the piece re-
fuses to say why. Lines in Four Directions, 
a 90-foot-by-72-foot artwork, had been 
mounted on the west facade of 10 W. Jack-
son Blvd., an office building owned by the 
U.S. General Services Administration. Has 
it been removed—or just covered up? 

WHO’S WHERE: Diane Abt and   
Michael Zielenzinger had coffee in 

Nothing epitomized the grandeur of Chicago in the Jazz Age 
like the Edgewater Beach Hotel. Part luxury hotel, part country 
club and part entertainment Mecca, the Edgewater Beach Hotel 
was one of the world’s great entertainment destinations. Located 
on the shores of Lake Michigan, the hotel was a place to see and 
be seen and it played host to a who’s who of the rich and famous. 
Due to the nationwide Big Band Jazz broadcasts from its Marine 
Dining Room, the hotel became world famous and was synony-
mous with the good life. 

Join us for a lively look back with author John Holden at one of Chicago’s most 
legendary institutions.

John Holden

The History  
of the Edgewater Beach Hotel
with John Holden   Thursday, May 29 at 6:30 p.m.

                                                   Spring 2025 Lecture Series
Ravenswood-Lake View Historical Association

Lerner Auditorium, Conrad Sulzer Regional Library at 4455 N. Lincoln Ave.

self-praise from p. 2

The City of Chicago has been selected as 
the official host city for UNESCO’s Inter-
national Jazz Day 2026, the world’s largest 
celebration of jazz and across the globe. 
The announcement, made by UNESCO 
and the Herbie Hancock Institute of Jazz, 
sets the stage for a historic celebration 
on April 30, 2026, spotlighting Chicago’s 
legendary contributions to jazz, blues, and 
global music culture.

Since its inception in 2012, International 
Jazz Day has traveled the world—from 
Paris to Havana, Sydney to St. Petersburg—
connecting people through the language of 
music. Chicago’s selection comes at a mo-
ment aligning with the 250th anniversary 
of the United States, and the 100th birth-
day of Miles Davis.

Spearheaded by the Chicago Jazz Al-
liance, International Jazz Day 2026 is a 
citywide collaboration, working in concert 
with an expansive group of cultural, civic, 
and educational partners. 

Each year on April 30, International Jazz 
Day brings together countries and commu-

Chicago to host 2026 International Jazz Day
nities worldwide to promote peace and uni-
ty, dialogue among cultures and respect for 
human dignity. International Jazz Day was 
adopted by the UNESCO Member Nations 
on the initiative of Hancock, who co-chairs 
the annual celebration with UNESCO Di-
rector-General Audrey Azoulay.

Hancock serves as a UNESCO Ambas-
sador for Intercultural Dialogue and is 
chairman of the nonprofit group that plans, 
produces and promotes the annual celebra-
tion.

The celebration will culminate in the 
All-Star Global Concert, led by Chicago 
native and jazz icon Herbie Hancock, and 
broadcast in 190 countries. Leading up to 
the concert, a week of educational pro-
grams, community outreach, and youth 
engagement will take place citywide. Stu-
dents will be invited to participate in the 
festival through performances, master 
classes, and workouts. 

For more information visit www.https://
jazzday.com/.

during his frequent workouts at the gym. 
Those who remember Kevin know he 

never talked negatively about anyone and 
tried to see the positive. He made you feel 
special and could talk about anything with 
you. Kevin was always supportive, being 
good at accepting differences and being 
honest and trustworthy. When you called 
upon him, he was there in any way he could 
be. He wouldn’t hesitate to come help.

For the past 6 years, Chicago became 
Kevin’s second home. He loved to try new 
restaurants with his girlfriend, hang out 
with friends, enjoy good weather by the 
lake (including playing in a beach volley-
ball league), and of course, get a slice from 
his favorite, Zazas Pizzeria. The winters 
never kept him down. Like a true Chicago-
an he would say to us east-coasters “you 
get used to it.”

Kevin was passionate about sports (es-
pecially football), had a healthy lifestyle, 
and truly enjoyed life’s smallest moments. 
For Kevin, the world never seemed too big 
or intimidating. He took life day by day, 
striving for daily progress, and made the 
little things count. Kevin was a role model, 
and was a perfect example of how setting 
personal priorities and being nice can do 
a lot of good, not only for yourself, but for 

others.
Kevin leaves behind so many who will 

miss him deeply. Kevin’s memory will re-
main in the hearts of his entire family, 
friends, and all those who had the privi-
lege of knowing him. His legacy will live 
on for generations to come, inspiring those 
around him with his kindness, generosity, 
and unforgettable spirit. Kevin’s life was a 
gift. And we are so grateful to have been 
part of it.

If you would like to honor Kevin, please 
consider a donation to his GoFundMe 
page. 

While specific charities have not yet 
been determined, 100% of the proceeds 
will go to fighting for justice for Kevin and 
protecting communities against violence. 
Our mission is to do our part to help avoid 
other families experiencing the same pain 
and grief we have felt from this horrific 
act. Doing so is not simple - it has a vast 
array of necessary actions, from stricter 
gun control and prosecution, to support-
ing community programs to keep future 
generations from becoming exposed to a 
life of violence and crime. We strongly feel 
that using Kevin’s loving mentality can 
make even the smallest impact in prevent-
ing such violence and keeping the ones you 
loved safe.

patel from p. 5

Prenzlauerberg, Germany on the 80th an-
niversary, marking the end of World War 
II, a holiday in Berlin, but nowhere else 
in Germany… Jane Justic joined friends 
in attending the Inauguration Mass of 
Pope Leo XIV in Rome... Toni Antonacci 
grateful for attending  Mr. Sports Radio, 
Mike North’s   receiving the prestigious 
broadcasting industry Lifetime Achieve-
ment award… Happy Birthday to the 
GOAT, speedy Bill McGuire… Chicago 
Cubs star Ian Happ bravely rushes in af-
ter seeing a house on fire while returning 
from practice… At La Grande Boucherie 
Chicago, they’re proud to have the Execu-
tive Chef de Cuisine Michael Taus at the 
helm… Nice touch at Wrigley with trib-
ute to the late Lori Healey appearing on 
the stadium’s sign…. Happy Birthday to  
Candice Bergen, 79, a beauty still… Myra 
Reilly  celebrated Elizabeth’s First Com-
munion and family time… Jim Kinney 
getting things in order at Wrigley Field… 
Sherrill Bodine on to beautiful Bergen, 
the gateway to the fjords of Norway, then 
Iceland to meet Debi Catanacci.

LINCOLN SQUARE: The newest busi-
ness in Lincoln Square, near the troubled 

Western Brown Line, is Madame Puffs and 
Thai Bistro serving up authentic Thai food. 
Stop by for a pastry puff filled with pineap-
ple, chicken basil, black sesame, and other 
flavors. Or grab a classic favorite like curry 
or pad thai. Ald. Matt Martin helped cut 
the ribbon. Just watch out, the city closed 
two public parking lots and parking in the 
area now is impossible. 

SCANDALOUS: Cast was announced 
for Open Space Arts’ season-closing pro-
duction of Scandalous Boy, by David  
Atfield. This will be the International Pre-
miere of the play, which had its 2014 world 
premiere in Atfield’s native Australia. 
The play is the story of the love between 
the emperor Hadrian (Jordan Gleaves) 
and the much younger Antinous (Jose  
Alexander Martinez) in pre-Christian 
Rome but framed in a 21st century setting, 
with the statue of Antinous coming to life 
in modern Australia to tell his story. In First 
Century, AD Rome, young men were often 
groomed by their mothers to become an 
“eronemos” (sexual companion) of wealthy 
male protectors. See ther performance at 
1411 W. Wilson, tickets available at https://
openspacearts.org.

DUBLIN NEWS: After more than 40 
years in business, a well-known Dublin 
chipper is preparing to close its doors. 
“Munchies” in Bayside, Dublin has an-
nounced it will be shutting down.

MERCHANDISE MART: Join a lunch 
at Marshall’s Landing, inside the Merchan-
dise Mart. This new restaurant and lounge 
was once occupied by the Sample Room 
and the M&M Club. Their annual Reunion 
Luncheon is Monday, June 18, from noon 
to 3p.m. at Marshall’s Landing.

HIGHLAND PARK: While festivals in 
the city struggle, a brand new arts festival, 
“Arts on Sheridan,” is coming to Highland 

Marshall’s Landing, 222 W. Merchandise Mart Plaza.
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Caldwell Lily Pool restoration  
nearing completion, reopening in June

Alfred Caldwell Lily Pool pavilion.                                                                                                         Image courtesy Lincoln Park Conservancy

By Maeve Callaghan
Lincoln Park Conservancy

Reconstruction on Alfred Caldwell’s his-
toric pavilion is nearing completion. Work 
is ongoing, but it is impacted by weather. 
Given favorable conditions, the lily pool 
will reopen in tandem with its namesake 
waterlilies in June.

For those who have never visited, the Al-
fred Caldwell Lily Pool is a three-acre nat-
ural area located along the northern edge of 
Lincoln Park Zoo. Originally built in 1889 
for raising tropical water lilies, the Lily 
Pool was redesigned in the Prairie Style by 
landscape architect Alfred Caldwell in the 
1930s.

As the reopening of the lily pool ap-
proaches, the ongoing restoration work in 
the garden rolls along starting with inva-
sive tree removals.

Many invasive trees, slated for removal 
a quarter century ago, were instead left 
standing near the pond in Lincoln Park 
due to the high cost of dismantling them 
without causing collateral damage to hard-
scape, fencing, and desirable plants. 

As part of the Lincoln Park Conservan-
cy’s recommitment to the site and com-
memoration of 25 years of stewarding the 
Lily Pool, they are moving forward on the 
removal of these problematic trees to allow 
intended plants to thrive. 

The primary problem these trees cause is 
oppressive shade along with extremely dry, 
root-laden soil— conditions that prevent 
the establishment of understory plants that 
would enrich the landscape. The invasive 
trees stymied others while also offering 
severely limited aesthetic value in them-
selves— they have poor form, unremark-
able Fall color, and are prone to unsightly 
foliar diseases, like tar spot. 

Tar spot, though not deadly, is fatal to 
the attractiveness of a maple, and has be-
come more common in the Chicago area in 
recent years. Norway maples are particu-
larly susceptible to infection and exhibit 
especially severe symptoms. 

While leaving leaves in place is gener-
ally beneficial, it can be detrimental in the 
case of invasive trees. Excessive leaf lit-
ter smothers the understory, depriving the 
groundcover plants of sunlight, causing rot, 
and negatively altering soil chemistry. 

In the Lily Pool, these leaves can cause 
additional problems for the Pool itself, that 
ultimately necessitate costly and intrusive 
dredging. 

The reason so many invasive trees grow 
here is due to their tremendous reproduc-

tive abilities— they grow fast and generate 
hundreds of saplings each year. The neces-
sity to quickly remove these rapid growers 
throughout the fragile garden occupies staff 
time that could otherwise be spent on en-
hancing rather than defending the space.

The prolonged presence of mature inva-
sive trees caused the disfigurement of many 
ornamental trees and shrubs long-suffering 
under the dense shade. 

In most cases, rehabilitation of these in-
dividuals is a multi-year process, as it takes 
time for them to grow to balance out their 
form, and the necessary corrective pruning 
must be done over several seasons to limit 
stress on the tree or shrub. 

Other shrubs, like elderberry, grow re-
markably fast but are prone to dieback, 
leaving thickets of dead, brittle stems with-
out regular rejuvenation pruning. 

In years past, budget constraints and 
other priorities resulted in passive man-
agement throughout the site that left views 
blocked and overgrown. The implementa-
tion of an active winter pruning regimen 
in 2022 has not only resulted in healthier 
elderberries and other woody plants, but 
also in restored vistas.    

 
Understory Overhaul

To halt erosion of an overused site, es-
pecially one with steep slopes, netting 
overseeded with aggressive grasses are a 
common, budget-friendly tactic with last-
ing consequences. 

Erosion is slowed, but the original land-
scape plan gets sacrificed to the quick fix 
as more delicate plants are outcompeted 
and struggle to spread. With the Conser-
vancy’s new approach to site management, 
netting and aggressive grasses are being 
systematically removed to allow violets, 
geraniums, and other surviving herba-
ceous plants to spread. They are also add-
ing plants each season to repopulate barren 
areas, add diversity and increase resilience, 
and, when possible, to reintroduce sensitive 
species that have been lost.   

   
Rate of water inflow determined

The water inflow throttle controls for 
the lily pond have been broken for several 
years. The inability to control the flow re-
sulted in repeated flooding that damaged 
the nearby entry path and the pavilion. 

The flowing water is meant to mimic a 
river formed by a melting glacier’s flow of 
water as it cuts through rock. The stone-
work and paths have a natural look remi-
niscent of limestone bluffs, and a waterfall 
near the north end of the pool represents 

the source of this glacial river.
With the need to resolve the flooding in 

tandem with the pavilion restoration, de-
termining the proper rate of flow became 
paramount. After a number of consulta-
tions, archival research, and some trial and 
error, the Conservancy was able to under-
stand the inflow and drainage system well 
enough to craft a solution. 

Last year, they were able to collaborate 
with the Park District’s plumbers to throt-
tle the flow from the main line and achieve 
the trickle Caldwell intended. Repairs to 
the throttle controls are upcoming.

For years, the discreet, integrated lan-
tern just east of the entry Lilly pool gates 
sat dark, but for the past year, it has been a 
beacon of the ongoing work happening in-
side. The extended closure allowed for ex-
ploratory electric work inside the entrance 
to restore the connection to the lantern, 
left out of the original build but custom-
fabricated based on Caldwell’s drawings as 
part of the Conservancy’s original restora-
tion of the site in 2001. Visitors can now 
enjoy the subtle light that honors Alfred 
Caldwell’s vision.

The Uptown Branch of the Chicago 
Public Library is hosting a Uptown liter-
ary walking tour 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
June 28, starting from the Margate Park 
Field House, 4921 N. Marine Dr.

Registration is now open for this three-
hour walking tour that takes guests to the 
former residences of notable Chicago writ-
ers, as well as institutions and streets with 
literary associations. 

Walkers will learn a bit about authors 
George R.R. Martin, Margaret Anderson, 
John D’Emilio, and Studs Terkel, as well 
as fictional characters Paul Whelan and 
V.I. Warshawski. Along the way, the tour 
will visit historic institutions like Preston 
Bradley Center, Lawrence House, The 
Aragon Ballroom, Riviera Theater, Green 
Mill, and Essanay Studio—all which have 
played a part in Chicago’s literary history. 

A reading list will be provided well in 
advance, for those who want to explore 
this literature more deeply. Registration is 
required, visit https://chicagoliteraryhof.
org/events_entry/uptown-literary-walking-
tour.

Uptown literary 
walking tour

Music Theater Works will hold audi-
tions and “pawditions” for the fourth and 
final production of its 2025 season, An-
nie, in the George Van Dusen Theatre at 
the North Shore Center for the Performing 
Arts in Skokie, 9501 Skokie Blvd, Skokie, 
December 18 - January 4. Annie, with mu-
sic by Charles Strouse, lyrics by Martin 
Charnin and book by Thomas Meehan, 
is directed by Producing Artistic Direc-
tor Kyle A. Dougan and choreographed by 
Mollyanne Nunn and music directed by 
Linda Madonia. 

Auditions and pawditions for Annie
Video auditions may be submitted 

through Friday, May 30, via this link: 
https://forms.gle/FfNRCseQJyKEi2fp9. 
Dance and other call backs are scheduled 
for the week of June 9 at Music Theater 
Works, 516 4th Street. 

For more on available roles and addition-
al audition information visit: https://www.
musictheaterworks.com/2025-season/an-
nie/. For “pawditions,” send an audition 
video of the pet to casting@musictheater-
works.org.

Green Mill exterior, 4802 N. Broadway.  
Courtesy of Thomas Hawk
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Case No. FL-24-002947

NOTICE TO RESPONDENT: Monday Ekenomaghele
Petitioner: Pat Iziegbe Ekenomaghele

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA,  
COUNTY OF Stanislaus
Main Courthouse
800 11th Street, Modesto, CA 95354

You have 30 calendar days after this Summons and Petition are served on 
you to file a Response (form FL-120) at the court and have a copy served on 
the petitioner. A letter, phone call, or court appearance will not protect you.
If you do not file your Response on time, the court may make orders affecting 
your marriage or domestic partnership, your property, and custody of your
children. You may be ordered to pay support and attorney fees and costs.
For legal advice, contact a lawyer immediately. Get help finding a lawyer at 
the California Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.courts.ca.gov/selfhelp), 
at the California Legal Services website (www.lawhelpca.org), or by contact-
ing your local county bar association.

These restraining orders are effective against both spouses or domestic part-
ners until the petition is dismissed, a judgment is entered, or the court makes
further orders. They are enforceable anywhere in California by any law en-
forcement officer who has received or seen a copy of them.

If you cannot pay the filing fee, ask the clerk for a fee waiver form. The court 
may order you to pay back all or part of the fees and costs that the court
waived for you or the other party.

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF Stanislaus
Main Courthouse
800 11th Street, Modesto, CA 95354

Pat Iziegbe Ekenomaghele
3987 Purple Finch Lane
Modesto, CA, 95355   309-585-8099

SUMMONS (Family Law)

Real Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale

Lakeview Township Real Estate For Sale

212121 ------------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
MORTGAGE ASSETS MANAGEMENT, LLC
Plaintiff,
-v.-
ALISHA PULLUM, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
- SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DE-
VELOPMENT, 3950 NORTH LAKE SHORE DRIVE 
CONDOMINIUM, UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGA-
TEES OF BARBARA PULLUM, UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS, GERALD 
NORDGREN, AS SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE 
FOR BARBARA PULLUM (DECEASED)
Defendants
2024 CH 07212
3950 N LAKE SHORE DR APT 523D
CHICAGO, IL 60613
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on March 5, 2025, an agent for 
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on 
June 9, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, 
IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, the following described 
real estate:
Commonly known as 3950 N LAKE SHORE DR 
APT 523D, CHICAGO, IL 60613
Property Index No. 14-21-101-034-1486
The real estate is improved with a condo/town-
house.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will 
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire 
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS" 
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation 
by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
Where a sale of real estate is made to satisfy a lien 
prior to that of the United States, the United States 
shall have one year from the date of sale within 
which to redeem, except that with respect to a lien 
arising under the internal revenue laws the period 
shall be 120 days or the period allowable for re-
demption under State law, whichever is longer, and 
in any case in which, under the provisions of section 

141414 ------------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing
Plaintiff
vs.
Raphael Strzelecki aka Raphael D. Strzelecki; Im-
perial Towers Condominium Association; United 
States of America, Department of Treasury; State of 
Illinois Department of Revenue; Unknown Owners 
and Non-Record Claimants;
Defendant
24 CH 6259
CALENDAR 62
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to 
a Judgment of Foreclosure entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion will on June 9, 2025, at the hour 11:00 a.m., 
Intercounty's office, 120 West Madison Street, 
Suite 718A, Chicago, IL 60602, sell to the highest 
bidder for cash, the following described mortgaged 
real estate:
P.I.N. 14-16-301-041-1323.
Commonly known as 4250 North Marine Drive Unit 
2812, Chicago, IL 60613.
The real estate is: condominium residence. The 
purchaser of the unit other than a mortgagee shall 
pay the assessments and the legal fees required 
by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 9 of the 
Condominium Property Act.. Sale terms: At sale, the 
bidder must have 10% down by certified funds, bal-
ance within 24 hours, by certified funds. No refunds. 
The property will NOT be open for inspection. Pro-
spective bidders are admonished to check the court 
file to verify all information.
For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's 
Attorney, Diaz Anselmo & Associates P.A., 1771 
West Diehl Road, Suite 120, Naperville, IL 60563. 
(630) 453-6960. 1422-201458
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3265393

070707 ------------------------------------------------------

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad  

For 3 Consecutive Weeks 
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

505 of the Housing Act of 1950, as amended (12 
U.S.C. 1701k), and subsection (d) of section 3720 
of title 38 of the United States Code, the right to 
redeem does not arise, there shall be no right of 
redemption.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Condominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, examine the court file, CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030 
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR 
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-24-04579
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Attorney Code. 21762
Case Number: 2024 CH 07212
TJSC#: 45-691
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2024 CH 07212
I3266026

N E W S  S T A R
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212121 ------------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
J.P. MORGAN MORTGAGE ACQUISITION 
CORP.
Plaintiff,
-v.-
JOSETTE H. TERRELL A/K/A JOSETTE TER-
RELL, ILLINOIS HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY, CITY OF CHICAGO, VELOCITY IN-
VESTMENTS, LLC, SYMPHONY OF EVANSTON 
HEALTHCARE, LLC, 1239-41 WEST JARVIS 
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION
Defendants
2023 CH 00436
1241 WEST JARVIS AVE #G2
CHICAGO, IL 60626
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on June 12, 2023, an agent for 
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on 
June 10, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, 
IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, the following described 
real estate:
Commonly known as 1241 WEST JARVIS AVE 
#G2, CHICAGO, IL 60626
Property Index No. 11-29-315-027-1010
The real estate is improved with a residential con-
dominium.
The judgment amount was $32,353.45.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will 
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire 
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS" 
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation 
by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. Bank Trust National Association, not in its In-
dividual Capacity but solely as Trustee of Greene 
Street Funding Trust
Plaintiff
vs.
Paul A. Solitro; Unknown Owners and Non-Record 
Claimants;
Defendant
22 CH 8089
CALENDAR 64
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to 
a Judgment of Foreclosure entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion will on June 16, 2025, at the hour 11:00 a.m., 
Intercounty's office, 120 West Madison Street, 
Suite 718A, Chicago, IL 60602, sell to the highest 
bidder for cash, the following described mortgaged 
real estate:
P.I.N. 11-31-226-004-0000.
Commonly known as 1663 W. Farwell Ave., Chi-
cago, IL 60626.
The real estate is: single family residence. If the 
subject mortgaged real estate is a unit of a com-
mon interest community, the purchaser of the unit 
other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments 
required by subsection (g-1) of Section 18.5 of the 
Condominium Property Act. Sale terms: At sale, the 
bidder must have 10% down by certified funds, bal-
ance within 24 hours, by certified funds. No refunds. 
The property will NOT be open for inspection. Pro-
spective bidders are admonished to check the court 
file to verify all information.
For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's 
Attorney, Diaz Anselmo & Associates P.A., 1771 
West Diehl Road, Suite 120, Naperville, IL 60563. 
(630) 453-6960. 1491-184765
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3265777

070707 -----------------------------------------------------
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If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, contact Alexander Potestivo, 
POTESTIVO & ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's At-
torneys, 223 WEST JACKSON BLVD, STE 610, 
Chicago, IL, 60606 (312) 263-0003. Please refer to 
file number 316501.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
POTESTIVO & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
223 WEST JACKSON BLVD, STE 610
Chicago IL, 60606
312-263-0003
E-Mail: ilpleadings@potestivolaw.com
Attorney File No. 316501
Attorney Code. 43932
Case Number: 2023 CH 00436
TJSC#: 45-1161
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2023 CH 00436
I3266103

141414 ------------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

book posting belonging to Sa-
mah Hookah Lounge at 1219 W. 
Devon Ave. (around the corner 
from Pork Chop) blasted the deci-
sion to close Pork Chop. The text 
is as it appeared unedited: “The 
city of Chicago has shut down 
Pork Chop. Nice 3 orange stick-
ers right in front. Yeah good job, 
let’s make a statement here guys! 
They shut us down a few weeks 
ago. The shootings and killings 
still keep piling up, but “we were 
the problem.”

“The alderwoman’s ceasefire 
during the day isn’t working (sur-
prise surprise). They will keep 
blaming the businesses in the 
area for “harboring violent char-
acters,” or whatever hot topic of 
the week they decide in the fu-
ture, instead of themselves.”

“The gangs in the area don’t 
care what business is there, they 
care to catch their targets. That is 
it. These alderwomen suck, along 
with the mayor and CPD com-
mand is bowing down because 
they have to.”

In closing its post, Samah Hoo-
kah Lounge asks, “How long will 
Edgewater/Rogers Park residents 
let their businesses close down 
before they do something about 
it. Shut down the gangs, not peo-
ple.”

Samah Hookah Lounge was 
shut down by City officials on 
April 15 after two men were 
shot while leaving the lounge at 
2 a.m. April 13.  This newspaper 

has reached out to Sejad Cantic, 
owner of Samah Hookah Lounge 
for a statement.

Samah Hookah Lounge’s angst 
toward Mayor Brandon Johnson 
may likely stem from his wither-
ing criticism of the Chicago Po-
lice gang database. Johnson had 
vowed to “erase the racist gang 
database and remove the source 
of racial profiling that leads to 
frequent, unproductive police in-
teractions and harms residents’ 
ability to find housing and jobs,” 
in 2023.

The City of Chicago interim 
Community Commission for 
Public Safety voted in 2023 to 
scrap plans for a new Chicago 
gang database.

The owner(s) of Pork Chop 
are likely in discussion with the 
City’s Dept. of Business Affairs 
and Consumer Protection [BACP] 
designing a Nuisance Abatement 
Plan before reopening.

It’s unclear how an Abatement 
Plan for Pork Chop will stop gang 
shootings in Chicago.

“Violence interrupters are con-
necting with the victims’ fami-
lies,” said Ald. Leni Manaa-Hop-
penworth [48th] in a statement 
regarding this targeted attack. 
Her office is working with the 
24th police district to secure ad-
ditional patrols in the area.

This newspaper contacted the 
24th Police District CAPS office 
asking about the likelihood of an-
ticipated retaliatory gang violence 
related to these shooting incidents 
and was referred to CPD Media 

Affairs. Media Affairs had not 
responded as of press time.

Those who have information 
about shootings at Samah Hookah 
Lounge or Pork Chop Restaurant, 
may contact Chicago Police Area 
3 detectives at 312-744-8261.

Vance compiled nine arrests as 
an adult between the ages of 21 
and 30, with his first juvenile ar-
rest at age 13. He was incarcerated 
at age 14. His link to the federal 
racketeering case concerned alle-
gations that Dayvon “King Von” 
Bennett had placed a hit on Carl-
ton “FBG Duck” Weekly, a rival 
rapper, who was gunned down by 
O-Street associates in the Gold 
Coast in 2020. 

“King Von” was in-turn shot 
to death outside an Atlanta Hoo-
kah Lounge in 2020 a week after 
releasing his debut album, “Wel-
come to O’Block.”  

“King Von” was a protege of 
Durk “Lil Durk” Banks, a Gram-
my award winner who topped the 
charts.

“Lil Durk” is being held in a 
Los Angeles-area jail awaiting 
trial for a murder-for-hire case 
in which he’s accused of placing 
a hit on Quondo Rondo in retali-
ation for “King Von’s” killing. 
Masked gunmen targeted Rondo 
but instead killed his cousin, 
Saviay’a Robinson.

It remains to be determined 
whether retaliatory rapper-vio-
lence will follow Vance’s murder 
in the Edgewater community or 
elsewhere.

pork chop from p. 11

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

We are your neighborhood newspaper
Pick up a copy every week  

or subscribe online for only $20.  
For advertising call 773-465-9700.

consultations with housing ex-
perts 

• Access a wealth of free re-
sources aimed at homeowners, 
renters, and housing providers. 

• Engage with reputable lenders 
to explore mortgage products and 
refinancing options. 

• Discover available down pay-
ment assistance programs tailored 
for first-time home buyers, easing 
the financial burden of purchas-
ing a home. 

•  Gain insights into resources 

and assistance programs designed 
to support families at risk of fore-
closure, providing vital support 
during challenging times. 

• Attendees have the chance to 
win prizes in multiple giveaways 
throughout the event. 

NCR was established in 1952 
as the Rogers Park Community 
Council, and has a rich history of 
serving and strengthening com-
munities across Chicago’s diverse 
North Side populations. As a 
501(c)3 nonprofit organization, it 
offers a spectrum of free services 
including rental housing counsel-

ing, senior services, multicultural 
resource programs, and fair hous-
ing advocacy. 

NCDC is a 25+ year old 501(c)3 
HUD approved housing counsel-
ing agency that provides first 
time homebuyer counseling, 
foreclosure prevention counsel-
ing, and employer assisted hous-
ing. For more information contact 
Chris Zala, Executive Director, at 
773-338-7722 Ext. 22 or via email 
chris@northsidecr.org.

fair from p. 6

subscribe online at insideonline.com
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Autos Wanted
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Commercial Space for Rent
Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 800 to 
1000 square feet, $15 per foot / UP. Three-year 
lease @ $15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven 
funds. 773-772-0808 please leave message.

Coins

For Sale
Trailer for sale, for boat or jet ski. Rims, jacks, spare 
wheels included. $457. Call 773-818-0808

Health & Fitness
Dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400+ procedures. Real den-
tal insurance - not just a discount plan. Get your free 
Information Kit with details! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258

Home Services
AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM 
DAMAGE? You need a local expert provider that 
proudly stands behind their work.  Fast, free esti-
mate. Financing available.  Call 1-888-878-9091 
Have zip code of property ready when calling!

Water damage cleanup & restoration: A small 
amount of water can lead to major damage in your 
home. Our trusted professionals do complete re-
pairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-833-887-0117. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

Janitorial

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rat-
ing COMMON AREAS CLEANING•  
OFFICE CLEANING - CARPET 
CLEANING • POWER WASHING - 
SNOW REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Miscellaneous
Bath & shower updates in as little as 1 day! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior & military 
discounts available. 1-877-543-9189

Become a published author. We want to read your 
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & distribution. Call 
for free author`s guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Consumer Cellular - same reliable, nationwide cov-
erage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees free activation. All plans feature 
unlimited talk & text, starting at just $20/mo. Call 
1-877-751-0866

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB 
Games! Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos 
Stream on 20 devices at once. HBO Max included 
for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or higher.) No con-
tract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-866-859-0405

Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover 
the ideal solution for anyone who struggles on the 
stairs, is concerned about a fall or wants to regain 
access to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today! 
1-833-399-3595

 Service Directory/Classifieds
To place an ad, call 773-465-9700 or email:  

insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com   
Deadline: 5pm Mondays

A Red’s Hauling Service
Removal of unwanted items  

from Basements, Garages, Attics,  
Businesses, Estate Clearance

Senior Citizen Discount
FREE ESTIMATES

773-616-0979
redshaulingservice.com

Furniture Removal/ 
Junk Removal

Miscellaneous, cont.
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-833-610-1936

Extreme Internet $39 month! Insanely fast fiber 
speed! Available nationwide! No contracts! No credit 
check! Everyone approved! Get insane fiber speeds 
for $39/month. 866-905-2272

Home break-ins take less than 60 seconds. Don’t 
wait! Protect your family, your home, your assets 
now for as little as 70¢/day! 1-844-591-7951

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way 
up. Credit cards. Medical bills. Car loans. Do you 
have $10k or more in debt? Call National Debt 
Relief and find out how to pay off your debt for sig-
nificantly less than what you owe! Free quote: Call 
1-844-955-4930

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little as one day. For a limited 
time, waving all installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. Offer 
ends 6/30/25. 1-844-501-3208

MobileHelp America’s premier mobile medical alert 
system. Whether you’re home or away. For safety 
& peace of mind. No long term contracts! Free bro-
chure! Call 1-888-489-3936

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER, 
MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR 
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a 
free 5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase* Call 
1-855-948-6176 today to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a power move.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 877-305-1535  
 
Replace your roof w/the best looking & longest last-
ing material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles 
& multiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer up to 50% off install + 
Additional 10% off install (military, health & 1st re-
sponders.) 1-833-370-1234

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring our free shower 
package & $1600 off - limited time! Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

SunSetter. America’s number one awning! Instant 
shade at the touch of a button. Transform your deck 
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year limited 
warranty. Call now and SAVE $350 today! 1-855-
914-1148

We buy houses for cash as is! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step process: Call, get 
cash offer & get paid. Get your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-844-877-5833

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancel-
lation Experts Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free info package & 
learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive reviews. 833-308-1971

Home Remodeling:  
Kitchens, Bathrooms,  

Basements & Exteriors
Commercial Services:  

Office Remodeling, Tenant Improvements,  
Commercial Doors & more

P & L  
Construction Services, Inc.

847-361-6306
www.plconstructionservicesinc.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

• Welder Generator
• Drain Rodder
• Ridgid Threading Machine
• Tank Torch Set    
• Ridgid Plumbing Tools

TOOL  
LIQUIDATION

101supplyok@gmail.com

773-818-0808
RECYCLED • CHEAP

TOOL LIQUIDATION

TUCKPOINTING

ACCURATE  
EXTERIOR

& MASONRY
Specializing in Tuckpointing  

Chimneys, Brick Work, Lintel, 
Parapet Walls, Parging,  

City Violations & Roofing.
Rated “A” on Angie’s List

Licensed and Insured
Free Estimate

773-592-4535
(10S14A)

• TUCKPOINTING • BRICKWORK
• MASONRY • CHIMNEY

• MASONRY VIOLATIONS CORRECTED
• LINTEL REPLACEMENT

• ROOFING • PARAPET WALLS
• GUTTERS • SOFFIT/FASCIA

10% DISCOUNT
FREE ESTIMATES - INSURED

(773) 774-0444
www.MarksTuckpointing.com

ROOFING

GENERAC GENERATORS

BATH REMODEL

Sleeping Rooms

Nice room w/ stove, fridge 
& bath. Near ALDI,  

Walgreens, beach, Red 
Line & buses. Elevator & 
Laundry. $149/wk and up. 

773-275-4442

Cook County - Chicago

BIG ROOM with stove, 
fridge, bath & nice wood 
floors. Near Red Line & 

Buses. Elevator & Laundry, 
Shopping. $139/wk.  

773-561-4970
Clean room, refrigerator, 

microwave, near Oak Park, 
Food-For-Less, Walmart, 

Walgreens, Laundry,  
Buses and Metra.

$140.00 a week and up.
$595.00 a month and up.

773-637-5957

WINDOWS

4935 W. Le Moyne St., Chicago, IL 60651
773-379-3500   www.advancedwindow.com

Advanced Window Corp.

American and European Windows & Doors
Manufacturing & Sales

VIST OUR SHOWROOM TODAY

GLASS & SCREEN REPAIRS DONE FAST!

EYE CARE

REPAIRS
ROOFS • GUTTERS

CARPENTRY 
WINDOWS

SIDING • DOORS

Call John:
(312) 301-9980

HANDYMAN

SOLO J&D
REMODELING INC.
HANDYMAN SPECIALIST

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
HOME REMODELING

PAINTING & PLASTERING
POWER WASHING,  
DECKS & MORE!

Call Don: (773) 865-6261
Email: taz.gg9665@gmail.com

Habla Español

Call  
The Garage  

Guy Inc.
Garage Builders

We Build & Remodel 
Old Garages 

Siding • Door Openers
FREE ESTIMATES

773-842-1998
absolute 

garagebuilders.com

GARAGES

Eye Exam with 3 Month Supply
of Acuvue Oasys sph $120

SUPERIOR EYECARE
SINCE 1987

WWW.SUPERIOREYECARECHICAGO.COM

773-525-1601
2947 N. Broadway

1152 W. Diversey Parkway
NEW LOCATION!

We make glass lenses in one hour. 
Free eye exam with new glasses.

Broken frame? We can put  
your old lens into a new frame

East Bank Storage at 1200 W. 35th St.,  
773-247-3000, is opening lockers:  

3C3237 (Shannon Bonner),  
4C4173 (Shannon Bonner),  

3F3662 (Brett Lewandowski),  
3F3629 (Tiffany McCaskill),  

and 4C4217 (Jacqueline Wade)  
for public sale of miscellaneous items.  

This sale is to be held on  
Thursday, May 29, 2025 at 2:00 pm. Cash only.

Notice of Public Sale

GARAGE DOORS

LIMITED TIME OFFER

50%OFF
Installation

FREE ESTIMATE
SCHEDULE TODAY!

Call 1.833.370.1234

CALL TODAY! 1.833.370.1234

Receive a free 5−year warranty 
with qualifying purchase* 
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 866−643−0438 to 
schedule your free quote!

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

• Includes Springs, 
Tracks, Cables,  
Hinges & More

• Family-Owned 
• Local 
• Trusted
• Chicago, IL

$399 OFFNew  Garage Door Installation

fairwaygaragedoor.com   
(773) 692-5801

Road tests to renew driver’s licenses could be a thing 
of the past for many seniors in Illinois under a bill unani-
mously approved last month by the Illinois House.

The House voted 114-0 to approve House Bill 1226, 
which would raise the age that seniors must take a driving 
exam to renew their licenses from 79 to 87. 

Presently, drivers aged 79 and 80 need a road test every 
four years, and those aged 81 to 86 need them every two 
years.

People aged 79 and older would still have to go in per-
son to a secretary of state facility to renew their license 
but wouldn’t have to take a driving test with a state em-
ployee until they turn 87.

The bill includes a number of safeguards, including that 
immediate family members can submit reports to the sec-
retary of state if they are concerned a relative has a condi-
tion that makes it unsafe for them to drive.

Under the just-introduced proposal, if an immediate 
family member files a report that a medical review team at 
the Secretary of State’s Office deems credible, the driver 
may have to undergo a physical, mental or driving exam. 
Reports could not be filed anonymously, but that name 
would be kept confidential.

In a season that runs from August to October, Junior 
Bear is a tackle football program with two divisions; the 
8-10-year-old pee wee division and the 11-13-year-old 
varsity division. Organizing for this years program is now 
underway. 

The players participate in opening ceremonies, clinics, 
and league play, along with the championship game and 
closing ceremonies. 

There are two parks and teams on the North Side. The 
Willye White Park Wolverines pee wee program, 1610 
W. Howard (773-262-5051), and Clarendon Park Cardi-
nals  Varsity program, 4501 N. Clarendon Ave. (312-742-
7512).

Uniforms,  transportation, and giveaways are provid-
ed. Games are played at several locations throughout 
the city, usually on Saturdays, with some Tuesday night 
games.

Families may contact the park supervisor, Richard 
Faust, to sign up young men and women who are inter-
ested. Sign up may also be done online.

Junior football at Willye B. White, 
Clarendon Parks

Proposal delays road tests  
for seniors until age 87

Subscribe today
insideonline.com



inside Publications1 6  • may 21 - may 27, 2025 SKYLINE

!"#$#%#& '() *"((+# &#+,-#./"#0"#& 1&(2 )+ (& ,$' (0"#& +()&*#.

3$*-)43$5 , ',&4 (& 5,&,5# +,-# 6 '() ,&# *"((+3$5 0( "#-7 ()& 8,&0"

,$4 ,-- (1 *&#,03($ 9' #-323$,03$5 %3&53$ &#+()&*# #:0&,*03($+.

7#+03*34# )+# 1(& %3&53$ ;<= *(00($. > $( $#/ 2,$)1,*0)&3$5 (1

0(:3* *"#23*,-+.#0* 6 0")+ 1)&0"#& 7&(0#*03$5 ()& ,3&. /,0#&. +(3-.

> /3-4#&$#++ /(&-4/34# > ,-- ?(4@+ *&#,0)&#+ 0"#&# 3$A

B",$C D() 1(& '()& 0"()5"01)-$#++ ,$4 *($+34#&,03($ E

!"##$
!"!#!$%
"#%&'#

!"#$ % &'()*+), -./-)0(
1234567 $$48 593:6; $"48

!!"#$%&#'(&&

!"#$%& 5.(< 5=<<('>
???@ABC4DE:BFB3E@2GC

Montrest.com  563-872-4220
300 Spring Street, Bellevue, Iowa 52031

One of the Midwest’s most luxurious  
Inns on the Mississippi

One of the Midwest’s most luxurious   
Inns on the Mississippi

The getaway that’s not far away!  
Less than 3 hours from Chicago

Mont Rest Inn  Est. 1893

The First in the Country Murder Mystery Mansion

• Weddings & Romantic Getaways • Award Winning Dining 
• Costumed Dressed for Dinner Packages: Titanic, 1893 Paris, Gatsby

• Golf, Spa & Winter Skiing  • Luxury Jacuzzi Suites 
• Full Gourmet Breakfast & Chocolates Included

Decades of ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ reviews

3 Bedroom Luxury 2,000 Sq ft Apartment located at  
Field of Chocolate Dreams   www.FieldofChocolateDreams.com

between Halsted St. and Sheffield Ave. fell 
to just 4.3% last year. Rents on Armitage 
Ave. have also increased, leaving Mom and 
Pop shops vulnerable. 

The area now attracts corporate retail-
ers seeking to tap into the neighborhood’s 
dense, high-income demographic. 

However, it is not completely over for 
the Magnificent Mile, which once was one 
of the premier shopping destinations in 
the nation. Aritzia, a Canadian company, 
opened its 46,000-square-foot space flag-
ship store last November at 555 N. Michi-
gan Ave. and retailers such as the Harry 
Potter Experience at 835 N. Michigan Ave., 
and Hershey’s Super Sweet Adventure, 820 
N. Michigan Ave. are working to attract 
foot traffic with experience-oriented ap-
proaches. 

Analysts have noted Michigan Ave. is 
undergoing a necessary market correction 
and planning has already started to re-en-
vision the area. Two groups have developed 

exodus from p. 1 proposals to revitalize the Magnificent 
Mile, attract new investments, and create 
a more vibrant environment for the post-
pandemic era.

Late last year, a pop-up exhibition at 
the Chicago Architecture Center shared 
proposals “MM2050” by Lamar Johnson 
Collaborative, commissioned by the Mag-
nificent Mile Assoc., and “Reimagining 
North Michigan Avenue” by Gensler, com-
missioned by Parkside Realty. The propos-
als offered ideas aimed at enhancing the 
economic vitality and overall experience 
of the renowned street, ensuring the Mag-
nificent Mile’s continued role as a cultural 
and economic hub for Chicago. 

Currently, no timeline for the proposals’ 
approvals or implementation exists. For 
more information, visit

MM2050 Proposal: https://theljc.com/
projects/michigan-avenue-re-visioning

Reimagining North Michigan Avenue 
Proposal: https://www.gensler.com/proj-
ects/reimagining-north-michigan-avenue.

was securely fastened and safe from acci-
dental discharge. 

The complaint highlights that Davis con-
sumed alcohol while at The VIG and did 
not have his firearm properly secured or its 
safety engaged.

In response to this incident, The VIG 
claims they have suffered extensive dam-
ages including financial costs exceeding 
$83,260 due to legal defenses against mu-
nicipal violations related to their liquor 
license. Additionally, they assert reputa-
tional harm as community concerns about 
safety led to decreased sales and employee 
turnover. To mitigate future risks, The VIG 
invested in enhanced security measures 
such as hiring armed security personnel 

and purchasing metal detectors.
The plaintiff seeks judgment for dam-

ages exceeding $50,000 along with litiga-
tion costs and other associated expenses. 
They are also requesting pre- and post-
judgment interest on these amounts. This 
case is presided over by Judge Mariyana T. 
Spyropoulos.

sues from p. 1

While Michigan Ave. will lose a key re-
tailer with the announced departure of Or-
vis, another venture is rising on Chicago’s 
Magnificent Mile in a new $50 million 
upscale magic-themed theater called The 
Hand & The Eye. 

Opening in 2026, the project will be one 
of the area’s largest entertainment-focused 
investments since the pandemic.

The adults-only 36,000 square foot mag-
ic venue will be housed in the historic Mc-
Cormick Mansion, 100 E. Ontario St, for-
merly the site for restaurant Lawry’s The 
Prime Rib. 

The effort is being undertaken by health-
care tech entrepreneur Glen Tullman. 

According to reports, it will house 37 
performance spaces ranging from 25 to 
100 seats, multiple bars, and a retro-style 
dining room operated by Levy Restaurants. 
Club patrons will move through various 
performances and dining areas on a timed, 
all-inclusive ticket. 

Memberships will also be available to 
locals, who must be required to learn a 

Lawry’s site gets $50M adults-only magic venue

magic trick to join.
“This is not some six-month pop-up 

thing,” Tullman told the Chicago Tribune. 
“This is a once-in-a-generation project. 
This will be part of the reinvigoration of 
Michigan Avenue. I’m betting on the city.”

The venue will enforce a dress code and 
feature interior design by David Rockwell, 
an architect behind some of Broadway’s 
biggest productions. Rockwell said the 
project aims to blur the line between per-
formance and hospitality, offering “hand-
crafted” design and sightlines that priori-
tize theatrical experience.

The building’s historic exterior will re-
main intact, with a rooftop garden added 
as part of Rockwell’s redesign. T ullman 
estimates the club will eventually employ 
about 200 people.

Performers will include resident magi-
cians and international guests, led by “cu-
rator of magic” Jeff Kaylor. The concept 
also includes a magic shop, live jazz pro-
gramming, and educational outreach for 
young Chicago performers.

$102,249,758.
In the first nine months of 2024, as local 

drivers got wise to their locations, Chica-
go’s speed cameras collected only $54 mil-
lion in fines, a significant decrease from 
the $82 million generated during the same 
period in 2023.

As Chicago is now facing a severe budget 
crisis, additional locations will be added to 
the network throughout the year. Critics ar-
gue that the speed camera system acts as a 
regressive tax, disproportionately harming 
those who can least afford it, while wealth-
ier drivers can absorb the costs with less 
impact.

The program uses automated speed 
cameras equipped with 3D tracking radar 
to enforce speed limits in school zones. 
Automated enforcement hours for school 

zone cameras are limited to 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Monday through Friday. From 7 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., the speed limit is 20 mph when 
children are present and reverts to the 
posted speed limit when no children are 
present. From 4 p.m. to 7 p.m., the posted 
speed limit applies. For park zone cameras, 
enforcement is limited to the hours when 
each park is open – typically from 6 a.m. 
to 11 p.m., seven days a week.

cameras from p. 1

In response to this incident, 
The VIG claims they have suf-

fered extensive damages includ-
ing financial costs exceeding 
$83,260 due to legal defenses 
against municipal violations 

related to their liquor license. 

Critics argue that the speed 
camera system acts as a  

regressive tax, disproportion-
ately harming those who can 

least afford it, while wealthier 
drivers can absorb the costs 

with less impact.




