We all fly.

Once you leave

the ground, you fly.
Some people

fly longer than others.

— Michael Jordan
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Downtown dwellers disagree on
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value of high-density,
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More apartment hunters these days are not renewing leases in high-rise and high-density buildings, and rather
are hunting for safer housing in smaller walk-up buildings due to pandemic fears.

THE HOME FRONT
BY DON DEBAT

Some high-rise dwellers ap-
parently are quite happy with the
“shelter-at-home” lifestyle.

However, last week’s survey
by The Home Front indicates
the majority of residents living
in high-density, high-rise tow-
ers with little or no fresh air are

hang out in the lobby playing with
the animals. I will try and sell my
condo as soon as this nightmare
calms down.”

Here’s this writer’s reply: Your
condominium board members
likely may have liability if there is
a virus outbreak in your building
because they are making unsound
judgments, and not following rec-
ommended protocols.

opments [TOD] being built all
over the North Lakefront. Sud-
denly that 400 sq. foot apartment,
shared kitchen and living room
has lost its luster.

“Demand for residences in low-
density walk-up buildings is at an
all-time high, especially in Old
Town, Lincoln Park and River
West,” noted broker Sara Ben-
son, president of Benson Stanley

unhappy with long eleva-
tor rides while wearing a
mask during the coronavi-
rus pandemic.
Condominium  owner
Adrienne Squires sent the
following email report:
“My condo board refuses

“My condo board refuses to comply
with Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s face-mask
mandate. The board says they do not

have to because this is a private
property. This building is a free-for-all
nightmare,” said Adrienne Squires.

Realty based in Chicago.
“Rents for move-in ready
units are on the rise.”
However, all tower
dwellers apparently are
not unhappy with rid-
ing in cramped elevators
while facing the walls.

to comply with Gov. J.B. Pritz-
ker’s face-mask mandate. The
board says they do not have to
because this is a private proper-
ty. This building is a free-for-all
nightmare.”

Apparently, few residents in
this Streeterville high-rise wear
masks. “Owners and renters
gather in a small lobby without
masks,” Squires wrote. “The
board allows people with dogs to

No wonder there’s an exodus
underway at some downtown and
suburban skyscrapers, as The
Home Front column noted last
week. As a result, more and more
apartment hunters are not renew-
ing high-rise leases and are hunt-
ing for safer housing in smaller
walk-up buildings.

That same thinking is in play
for the dozens of high-density
Transportation Oriented Devel-

Another high-rise lover sent the
following salty email, which was
edited to remove some inflamma-
tory comments because she mis-
takenly thought this writer was
“disparaging high-rise living.”
“It’s unfortunate that your self-
serving article about high-rises in
Chicago is based on your bad ex-
perience. Sounds like it was hard

HIGH-RISE see p. 8

It’s going to be

a boring summer in Roscoe Village

g..’

Retro on Roscoe from years past.

Roscoe Village Neighbors
[RVN] have cancelled ... every-
thing.

In normal times, the RVN typi-
cally would now be hard at work
pulling together all of the pieces
that go into putting on one of Chi-
cago’s best attended street festi-
vals: like Retro on Roscoe.

Retro is important for RVN be-
cause it generates almost 100% of
RVN’s budget.

But like everyone else, due to
the COVID-19 lockdown, the
RVN Board has decided to cancel
this year’s major annual events,
including Retro on Roscoe, the
Halloween Parade, and the Ros-
coe Village 5K.

“After soliciting feedback from
community members, reviewing
guidance provided by health pro-
fessionals,and debating every side
of the issue, we have [decided]
that hosting our major events in
the current climate unnecessarily
puts Roscoe Village residents at
risk and adds to an already stress-
ful social environment,” the orga-
nization announced on May 22.

Retro on Roscoe 2021 is now
scheduled for Aug. 13-15, 2021,
unless a new crisis pops up.
Funds raised through these events
helped fund not only the neigh-
borhood association, but also a
variety of local charities, schools
and causes.

Fertile Ltd. garden center in the Lakeview neighborhood.
Photo by Susan Brandstetter/Fertile Ltd.

Lakeview garden center
remains optimistic
about summer business
despite lockdown order

BY KARI MCMAHON
Medill News Service

When the U.S. economy ex-
perienced the Great Recession
between 2007 and 2009, Susan
Brandstetter and her husband,
Russell, felt the impact. The own-
er of a 25,000-square-foot garden
center walked away from a com-
mercial lease on their property.
They were left with a garden cen-
ter but with no one to run it.

The couple decided to take
ownership of the garden center
and reopened it in 2011 as Fertile
Ltd., 1646 W Diversey Pkwy. Un-
der their ownership, the center in

Lakeview offers landscaping ser-
vices and sells products ranging
from flowers, shrubs, trees and
garden tools to ornaments.

“I did not know what a petunia
was,” said Brandstetter, who used
to remodel and manage her fam-
ily’s rental properties. “I just kind
of decided I was going to wing it.”

Nine years later, the couple is
potentially facing another reces-
sion, deeper than the previous one.
The U.S. economy has declined
significantly as states implement-
ed stay-at-home orders to prevent
the spread of the coronavirus in

GARDEN seep. 8

TIF assistance approved
for Clarendon Park

Taxpayer assistance was ap-
proved in City Hall May 20 for
rehabilitation of the Clarendon
Community Center Park, 4501 N.
Clarendon Ave.

Tax Increment Financing in
the amount of $6.9 million will
support renovations to Clarendon
Park field house in Uptown. Im-
provements will include concrete
and masonry restoration, new

interior finishes, new plumbing,
mechanical, and electrical sys-
tems, and ADA-access upgrades.

The balance of the $13 million
project will be financed with $4.6
million from Montrose Clarendon
Partners LLC, which developed
the nearby 811 Uptown apartment
complex, and $1.6 million from
the Chicago Park District.

BBB A+ Rating
COMMON AREAS CLEANING
OFFICE CLEANING
CARPET CLEANING - POWER WASHING

773-292-601'5

www.generalcleaningchicagoe.com
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By Thomas J. O'Gorman

I love movies that are filmed
in Chicago. I like to see Chicago
shine and Chicago shimmers in
films no matter what they are
about.

You can keep New York and
Toronto, the grandeur of our
city, the lakefront and the streets
stretching across the neighbor-
hoods make movies more tex-
tured and sophisticated.

That’s been true ever since the
first film to showcase Chicago
was made back in 1947, “North-
side 777, staring Jimmy Stew-
art. The black and white film
revealed a post-war Chicago in
recovery from the economic chal-
lenges of World War II. Robust
and handsome. And new to the
public. There were wide sweep-
ing camera shots of our classic
skyscrapers (all built before the
Depression). Lots of great images
of the lakefront.

What other city in America
could produce those sweeping
beaches and fancy Lake Shore
Dr. apartments. It’s a sophisticat-
ed view of an American city.

Since most of the story sur-
rounds a young man from the
Polish neighborhood at Division
and Ashland, there’s deep interior
images of that neighborhood of
churches, schools, tenements and
shops. Its historical take really
makes you proud of Chicago.

I thought a lot about that as I

EXPRESS
CAR WASH

Automatic Car Wash

FREE VACUUMING
3218 W. Irving
4550 W. Addison
4820 W. Lawrence
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A new face on an old friend

watched Michael Mann’s 2009
film “Public Enemy,” a fresh
re-telling of the brutal John
Dillinger era of bank robberies
and wholesale murders. Johnny
Depp is Dillinger. Christian Bale
is “Gman” Melvin Purvis. He fi-
nally puts a bullet in the gangland
madman in the alley alongside
the Biograph Theater on Lincoln
Ave.

The scenes of Chicago streets
and world class downtown build-
ings are fantastic. But the director
must stay sensitive that no build-
ing created after 1934 is seen. The
story is respectful of Chicago’s
design. The film gives you a real
positive sense of what Chicago is
all about. Its architectural self-
awareness.

But the film itself drags, is
filled with violence and continues
to imprison the city in our gang-
land history.

There was no place to go after a
while, it just plodded along, dron-
ing on and on. But Chicago was
still a bright star. LaSalle St. es-
pecially.

That’s the happy discovery in all
this. No matter what trash might
get blown around, or what oddball
characters might skew the scales,
the power of our metropolis will
always lift and cheer us up, mak-
ing us proud. Enthuse us to keep
going. If a city can do that then I
think we have something we can
really be proud of and trust in. No
matter how many aldermen are
carried off to jail. Or how many
cheats try to rip off their neigh-
bors. Or how many mistakes we
make everyday. This metropolis
is ultimately about our ability to
pool our resources and values.
Stay neighborly and involved.
Look out for one another.

These are the everyday lessons
of our Chicago Lockdown. Even
when something goes haywire
and some fluke throws a monkey
wrench into things. Like a Chi-
cago River flood knocking out
radio station WFMT or WTTW
because the waters fill Chicago’s
tallest building, Willis Tower.

Our quarantine has been pretty
profound. Basically we’ve been
locked in since March 13 - can’t
take any chances.

But I am painting up a storm.
Twenty new works during Lock-
up. I'm cooking like crazy. Test-
ing really nice dishes. Sharing
with a friend and cataloguing all
items and cooking discoveries for

h Lakeview

= Funeral Home

“Honoring the Life” est. 1882

When a Life was Lived Well
Create a Service that
“Honors the Life”

Please Call for Assistance
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a soon to be published
cookery book.

We all have certainly
been given a look at how
valuable food is. And
how the preparation pro-
cess is as important as
the eating process.

I am so grateful for
the daily opportunity to
write. This column. My
Facebook. And respond
to what others say. Main-
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the Bears during his
leadership of the family
business. His death last
week from Leukemia
is a loss not just for the
Halas family enterprise,
but for the valued areas
of his generous fields of
gracious interest. From
the Ivy League to snowy
Sundays at Soldier Field.
Being George Halas’
oldest grandchild with a

taining my network of - veyioy headed Blackbird.

friends on the phone has

penchant for perfection
was no easy pursuit. He

been a great chance to shape some
truly valuable communication.

In many ways I think I have
avoided Lockdown fatigue. I
know it’s epidemic at the mo-
ment and there are just causes
for its spread. But the pandemic
has made me more organized. I
plan things more. Whether that’s
crushing garlic, applying paint
with a more free technique or just
calling my sister more.

Organization can be a healthy
boost for many of us. Anticipa-
tion is good. Enabling and kindly
predictable. So is the general
search for creative beauty. I take
time with things. I go looking for
fresh poetry or examine the clas-
sics. Giving the works of others
the chance to wake me up, set me
straight or just engage or enliven
me.

Who doesn’t treasure hearing
from friends?

I'love seeing artists’ new works,
what they have created in their
Lockdown.

We are not impoverished by
our being sequestered.

Despite it, we have the chance
to create and thrive. Along the
Northern Irish coast there is a
natural wonder called “The Gi-
ants  Causeway.”  Prehistoric
natural basalt stone pillars that
stretch as far as the eye can see.
Ancient man saw
them as the work
of a great race of
epic giants who
toiled to create its
expanse. Millions
or tourists flock
to see this ancient
wonder and roam
the sea rock.

But during the
severity of the

now stretches across the horizon.

A new face on an old friend.

The causeway is coated in a vi-
brant thriving nature.

Maybe that’s the grace and
goodness hidden inside the Lock-
down. The world has come back
to us. We have come back to one
another. One wildflower at a time.
Like the familiar face of the Chi-
cago metropolis, surrounded in
the emerald carpets of our lake-
front park splendor. So take heart,
the world that is essential is com-
ing back for us.

RARE BIRD NEWS: Chris-
tie’s Steven Zick reports his par-
rot, Giotto, is not the only “rara
avis” in Evanston. Much commo-
tion next door at the discovery of
a rare Yellow-headed blackbird,
who decided to stick around for
a while. (He’s still out there, as
a matter of fact, posing.) He’s al-
ready made the afternoon post @
chicagoaudubon and they get full
credit for the first image. Steven
gets credit for the rest. Birders
were gathering from far and wide.
The homeowner came out and
was relieved; she was worried
they were photographing a crime
scene.

BEAR DOWN: Michael Mc-
Caskey was a renaissance man. A
Yale alum shaped by New Haven’s
ethos and refinement. Equally at
home, later, as a
Harvard adjunct
faculty  member
in Cambridge. I
admired him and
his  gentlemanly
ways. Friends and
I once rented his
beautiful  house
in Martha’s Vine-
yard. We rubbed
shoulders easily

pandemic, no tour-

Michael McCaskey

with his neighbors.

ists have come
near. Months of solitude and qui-
etude have suddenly allowed the
spring to bloom. And without the
crowds of visitors, marching all
around, a small pink wildflower
has been allowed to flourish and
thrive amid the basalt pillars. An
ancient, Bronze age wild garden

First Lady Lady
Bird Johnson, the Washington
Post’s Kay Graham, Walter
Cronkite and Carole King. Af-
ter that holiday I always thought
more sympathetically of Michael.
The responsibility he had for Chi-
cago football, and the emotional
fallout that always surrounded

A-A SALVAGE
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could easily raise the blood pres-
sure of seasoned Bears fans. But
he was only trying to be perfect.
Condolences to his family and the
fans.

VIRTUAL GRADUATION
LUNCH: Join Corboy & Dem-
etrio CFO Marcy Twardak,
Chair of Mercy Home’s Leader
Council, virtually, noon on Tues-
day, June 2, for Mercy Home’s
Graduates’ Luncheon.

Hon. Timothy C. Evans,
Chief Judge of the Cook County
Circuit Court, who will provide
the keynote address.

Mercy Home graduate Dean-
dre will serve as Youth Speaker.

The luncheon will last only 45
minutes, and promises to be one
of Mercy Home’s most heartfelt
graduate events.

LOCKDOWN VENICE:
Valbruzzoli Cristian reports it’s
a dark day for hospitality. Arrigo
Cipriani, son of Giuseppe Cip-
riani, founder of Harry’s Bar in
Venezia and father of the Bellini,
announced that Harry’s Bar will
not reopen after nearly 90 years in
business. This isn’t simply anoth-
er COVID-19 hit, this is the loss
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Simple ways to give durmg the coronavirus crisis

Heart
of the
‘Hood

by Felicia Dechter

The 57-year-old Jeri’s Grill may
be gone for good, but it definitely
hasn’t been forgotten.

The venerable greasy spoon
of a diner closed March 14 due
to the pandemic, and then a few
weeks ago its owner, Frank DiPi-
ero, announced it would not be
reopening its doors again at 4357
N. Western Ave.

There will be many more clo-
sures of our beloved restaurant
and bars - big and small - due to
the pandemic lockdown. The II-
linois Restaurant Assoc. predicts
that 50%-70% of of the entire in-
dustry will not reopen.

Jeri’s closing left 14 employees
without jobs, including 69-year-
old Don Price, whose son, Matt,
has created a gofundmepage to
help those folks out. As of Mon-
day morning, the Jeri’s Grill Em-
ployees Relief Fund had raised
$9,301 of its $10k goal.

Don Price contacted me last
week, looking for some help in
spreading the word about the
fundraiser. On a recent Sunday,
he drove all over town person-
ally handing out payment No. 1
of $564 in cash to each of the 13
other employees -- dishwashers,
busboys, waitresses and cooks.

“They were all very, very ap-
preciative,” said Price. Especial-
ly, he said, Billy the dishwasher,
who was pretty much left home-
less until Martha the waitress of-
fered him a place to stay, with her
brother. When Price dropped off
his cash, Billy was able to pay his
unpaid phone bill.

“He texted me, ‘Thank you.
God bless you,” said Price, who
started working at Jeri’s New
Year’s Day 1999 and although he
cooked yummy desserts and pop-
ular specials, his famous soups
were a major attraction at the res-
taurant, with quarts, “flying out
the door.”

And besides his co-workers,
Price is also very concerned
about some of Jeri’s former cus-
tomers. Take Judy for example
who’s about 80 with bad teeth, so
chewing is difficult. Seven days
a week, Judy took a cab from her
home to come in for soup or shep-
herd’s pie, something soft she was
able to eat.

“That’s the only life she had,
Jeri’s every day,” said Price, who
was born and raised in Uptown
but now lives in Lincoln Square.
“She would stay three to four
hours, seven days a week. She
spent more on cabs to come and
go than on what she ate.”

A lot of people came in every-
day said Price, who previously was
a chef at the Ridgemoor Country
Club and the long-shuttered Fe-
lice’s Round Table in Edgewater.
“There’s been lots of stories and
lots of love in 57 years.”

Some of that love includes that
of generations of families. Kids

that Price knew when they were
in grade school were bringing
their children in, and grandpar-
ents were coming in to show the
vintage Jeri’s off to their grand-
kids.

“Over the years we had so
many people,” said Price. “Regu-
lar people. Every day.

“Everybody knew everybody,
all the employees, the waitresses
and cooks.” Price learned about
the restaurant business from his
mother, who for 30 years owned
a soda fountain inside the old
Zeitkins Pharmacy at Argyle and
Sheridan. “We were all family
pretty much.”

Price said there is someone in-
terested in Jeri’s but he’s not sure
what owner Frank DiPiero’s plans
are. DiPiero’s father started the
business, and Price, who was the
first employee DiPiero told about
the closing, said he thinks DiPi-
ero was “pretty much at the end of
his rope before this,” as he did all
the shopping and whatever else
was necessary to keep the place
running.

“He was in seven days a week,
365 days a year -- maybe one week
he was closed for cleaning,” Price
said of DiPiero. “The place was
pretty much taking a toll on him.”

On the gofundme page, it says
that employees at Jeri’s, “made
the neighborhood brighter and the
hungover mornings more man-
ageable. From the waitresses giv-
ing treats to the passing pups, to
the cook passing out free stuffed
animals to all the kiddos.”

It’s so difficult to lose a long-
time, neighborhood institution
like Jeri’s. It’s tough not only on
the employees, but also for those
who depended on it for their so-
cializing, and their reasonably-
priced meals. We wish everybody
involved well.

Jeri’s employees still have an-
other round of cash coming from
the gofundme money and Price
hopes the fund will keep growing.
But next time cash is distributed,
“They have to pick it up,” laughed
Price. “I used a half a tank of
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gas.
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Don Price and
customer at Jeri’s Grill.

Ida, a favorite

Receive an adorable custom pet portrait by Design B&B when you donate

to Humble Design.

To donate go to: https:/www.
gofundme.com/f/jeri039s-grill-
employees-relief-fund.

A doggone great idea... a lo-
cal design firm has gone to the
dogs with its creative concept to
help out a local nonprofit. A team
of designers at Design B&B, 310
S. Racine Ave., are using their
unique talents to benefit the work
of Humble Design Chicago, a
nonprofit that provides design
services using donated, gently-
used home furnishings to help in-
dividuals, families, and veterans
emerging from homelessness.

These folks usually have noth-
ing but a few bags of clothing
and many are single moms with
multiple children. The need for
Humble Design’s services are
extremely high right now due to
the COVID-19 crisis. Shelters
are high risk because of the close
quarters so agencies have been
quickly placing people into hous-
ing.

Humble Design designers, staff
and volunteers sit with families
and veterans who have recently
exited homelessness, listening
to their listen needs, wants, and
wishes. They then ‘shop’ their
40,000- square-foot warehouse
of donated goods and, four days
later, return to create a fully-fur-
nished, comfortable home.

According to HUD, 47% fall

3110 N Sheridan Road, Unit 702

2800 N Lake Shore Drive, Unit 308
Immaculate modern one hadranm 72
floors throughou

shaker soft-close ¢="
under-cabinet lightil

BAIRDWARMER
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“~euiwuin, and fantastic storage space. Build-
ing features 24-t._.. uuur statt, fitness center, outdoor pool, rooftop deck and party room.

3550 N Lake Shore Drive, Unit 2211
This condo features beautiful gray wood flnara *

i & a full range of stainless steel appliances, along
with a breakfast bar. Gorgeous bathroom with new floor & wall tile & vanity.

Michael F. Parish sroker
773.770.7002
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O n 0 m a n I a L
1st OFFERING

Spacious 1BR plus a Den, corner unit contemporary (2017) bathroom, Brazilian Cherry

floors in the living space. Kitchen has a breakfast bar, Stainless Steel appliances, oak
cabinets and granite counter-tops. Secured assigned Parking included in price .

open concept, hardwood

kitchen with white
.1 y1ass tile backsplash, LED

back into homelessness within
one year of securing housing. But
99% of Humble Design’s fami-
lies are still in their home after a
year. Since opening its doors in
Chicago in 2017, more than 600
people now have a housing stabil-
ity that gives them time to focus
on their education, careers, home
life, dreaming and planning for
the future.

However, right now, Humble
Design is “drowning” in assis-
tance requests and its income
has dropped dramatically due
to its regular fundraisers being
cancelled. In addition, because
of school closures the nonprofit
is getting a lot of kids’ desks re-
quests.

So, their friends over at De-
sign B&B have come up with an
adorable way to help raise funds
through a gofundme page, Art-
work for a Cause. All proceeds
will go to Humble Design.

For each donation, designers
will be creating really cute cus-
tom pet portraits or a hand- let-
tered quote of your choice. Each
custom portrait will be 8’x 10”
and delivered digitally within two
weeks. They’re asking for a dona-
tion of $30 each, but of course,
donations of any size are welcome
and encouraged.

Once you’ve made your do-
nation, email Design B&B at
customportraits@designbandb.

WE DELIVER
773-561-7433

com with the name you used to
make your donation, a picture of
your pet (or your desired quote),
and specify which illustration
style you'd like (there are seven
options) and note any special re-
quests regarding coloring, back-
grounds, etc.

Design B&B senior designer
Robin Beattie said the team had
been really inspired by other
agencies who take the time to do
a service day and they wanted to
pick a charity that makes a differ-
ence. The firm has worked with
Humble Designs for a few years,
previously helping them with
their cause.

“It’s a great partnership,” said
Beattie. “We wanted to find a way
that matched our talents and also
brings joy.” The doggie portraits
were a collaborative brainstorm,
as all of the designers have pets
at home.

The goal is to raise $3,000.
So far, nearly $2,000 has been
raised, said designer Amy Acker-
mann. “We really believe in their
mission. When COVID hit, we
looked internally at what gifts we
had to help Humble at this time.
We thought pet portraits was real-
ly unique and a fun thing to do.”

Last month, Humble Design
Home Kits was launched, curb-
side delivery of household goods

GIVE seep. 5
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Police
Beat...

2 men, 2 teens charged
with trying to rob off-duty cop
near 19th Dist. police station

|

Derrick Robie Dhamarquis Lee

Two men and two juveniles are
charged with trying to rob an off-
duty Chicago Police sergeant just
steps from the 19th District police
station on Addison St. One of the
accused adults, a longtime menace
in the Boystown area, is on parole
for robbery and for stealing the wal-
let of a dying man at the Loyola Red
Line CTA station.

Derrick Robie, 22, Dhamarquis
Lee, 19, a 16-year-old boy, and a 17-
year-old boy are each charged with
felony attempted robbery while in-
dicating they had a firearm, a police
spokesperson said May 21.

Robie led the crew and ordered
the 40-year-old sergeant to get
down on the ground on the 900
block of W. Addison around 2:15a.m.
May 20, prosecutors said. But the
robbery failed and all five offend-
ers ran when the sergeant pulled
out a handgun and announced that
he is a police officer, according to
a CPD spokesperson. The robbery
unfolded about 100 yards from the
19th District police station at 850 W.
Addison.

Officers located the four alleged
robbers about 30 minutes later on
the 900 block of W. Fletcher. A fifth
offender got away.

Robie and Lee both admitted
to being involved in the incident,
prosecutors said.

Judge David Navarro set bail for
Lee at $50,000. The lllinois Dept. of
Corrections issued a hold for Robie,
which means he will be held with-
out bail while the state considers
revoking his parole. Navarro set Ro-
bie’s bail in the new robbery case at
$100,000.

In January 2018, Robie was
charged with robbing a man at the
Morse Red Line CTA station. Even
though Robie was charged with
Class X felony armed robbery, Cook
County Judge Stephanie Miller re-
leased him on his own recognizance
with electronic monitoring.

Afew days later, detectives arrest-
ed Robie after they determined that
he stole a wallet from a man’s pants
pocket while the victim lay dying
at the Loyola Red Line CTA station
earlier in the month. The victim was
alone when he fell down the sta-
tion’s staircase, lost consciousness,
and later died, police said at the
time. CTA video captured images
of Robie and another man rifling
through the dying man’s pockets,
stealing his wallet, and leaving him
without summoning help.

Robie eventually received two
concurrent three-year sentences
for the crimes. After receiving the
state’s standard 50% sentence re-
duction for good behavior and
credit for time served before sen-
tencing, Robie only spent 16 days
in prison before he was paroled on
Nov. 20, 2019, according to state re-
cords.

Uptown man charged
with battering victim
in anti-Muslim hate crime

An Uptown man stalked, battered,
and hurled anti-Islamic slurs at two
Muslims as they walked in the neigh-
borhood last week, prosecutors said.

Alexander
Surovietz, 27,
is charged
with felony
hate crime and
misdemeanor
battery. Judge
Mary Maru-
bio set bail at
$2,000 on May
19 and ordered
him to stay

Alexander
Surovietz

away from the alleged victim and a

witness.

A 45-year-old man of Egyptian de-
scent and a companion stepped out
for a short walk at 12:05 a.m. May 17
after breaking fast while observing
Ramadan, prosecutor James Murphy
said. Surovietz yelled at the pair as
they walked on the opposite side of
the street near the 4900 block of N.
Sheridan, according to Murphy. The
victim and the witness both told po-
lice they had never seen Surovietz
before.

Surovietz reportedly crossed to
their side of the street, walked in front
of them, and stared at them from the
mouth of an alley near the intersec-
tion of Ainslie and Kenmore.

When the victim and his compan-
ion asked Surovietz if he needed help,
Surovietz allegedly told them they
were responsible for the 9/11 terrorist
attacks, yelled slurs, accused them of
being terrorists, told the primary vic-
tim to go back to Saudi Arabia, and
accused the pair of being members of
ISIS, Murphy said.

The victim, who has lived in the U.S.
for six years, continued walking with
the witness until they noticed Surovi-
etz hiding in some bushes ahead of
them. Surovietz again hurled a series
of slurs and anti-Muslim statements,
according to Murphy.

Surovietz reappeared as the pair
walked on the 4700 block of N. Sheri-
danafew minutes later. He ran directly
toward them, called them muslim ter-
rorists, and grabbed the victim by his
shirt with both hands, the prosecutor
said. Surovietz allegedly pushed the
victim into a fence and tried to force
him to the ground as he continued to
utter racist and religious slurs.

The victim gained control of Surovi-
etz and held him until police arrived.

Surovietz waived his right to re-
main silent and told police that he
had been drinking and smoking mari-
juana before the incident, according
to Murphy. He also allegedly claimed
to be the victim in the incident, alleg-
ing that he called the victim an ethnic
slur after the man struck him with his
elbow.

Kevin McCubbin, Surovietz's at-
torney, said he has no criminal back-
ground and he worked as a banquet
server at McCormick Place until the
COVID-19 outbreak began.

Lyft driver accused
of sexually assaulting
passengerin 2018

Prosecutors today charged a Chi-
cago man with sexually assaulting
a female passenger who fell asleep
in the back seat of his Lyft vehicle in
Dec. 2018.

Rimon Kazzoo, 37, is charged with
felony criminal sexual assault by force.
Judge Arthur Willis set bail at $1 mil-
lion.

The alleged attack occurred after
the 26-year-old victim and a friend
left a bar on the 1500 block of N. Wells
in Old Town. The friend summoned
separate Lyft rides for herself and for
her friend around 10:15 p.m. on Dec.
5,2018, according to a police report.

Kazzoo soon arrived in a car that
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matched vehicle information provid-
ed by the Lyft app, Assistant State's
Attorney James Murphy said in bond
court Thursday.

The victim told police that she
fell asleep in the back seat as the car
neared the intersection of 31st Street
and Wentworth. Her next memory is
waking up while Kazzoo sexually as-
saulted her in the back seat of his car
around 11:05 p.m., according to Mur-
phy and CPD records.

She escaped from the car after
striking Kazzoo and scratching his
neck, Murphy said. Outside the ve-
hicle, the woman realized that she
was across the street from her home
and her pants had been pulled down
around her ankles.

Murphy said
the woman
took swabs of
her own finger-
nails because
she knew she
scratched the
offender. The
next morning,
she  realized
that she left
her phone in
Kazzoo’s car and she found her un-
derwear lying in the street where she
exited the Lyft vehicle, according to
Murphy.

The woman contacted the friend
who ordered the Lyft ride the night
before. She also gave her father more
complete details of the incident after
providing him with some initial infor-
mation immediately after the attack.
Murphy said she did not fully brief her
father the night before because her
11-year-old sister was nearby. A sexual
assault kit was collected at North-
western Memorial Hospital.

Murphy said the victim identified
Kazzoo in a photo line-up as the man
who attacked her. Kazzoo also report-
edly dropped off the woman’s phone
at a Lyft operations office.

His DNA was found in the victim’s
private areas and on the clothing she
wore on the night of the alleged at-
tack, according to Murphy.

When police arrested Kazzoo May
20, he denied ever touching the vic-
tim sexually, Murphy said.

“Safety is fundamental to Lyft, and
what the rider described is unaccept-
able,” a spokesperson for the com-
pany said Thursday. “We responded
immediately, banning this driver from
the Lyft community and working with
law enforcement. We have also been
in contact with the rider to offer sup-
port.”

Rimon Kazzoo

Four boys, including 10-year-old,
try to steal delivery driver’s car
in Wrigleyville

Four boys, one only 10-years-old,
are charged with trying to steal a de-
livery driver's car in Wrigleyville on
May 20. The arrests follow weeks of
reported auto thefts in the area in-
volving very young thieves and cars
left running by food delivery drivers.

A man flagged down police around
5:30 p.m yesterday to report that a
group of boys tried to steal his de-
livery vehicle while it sat outside
Shake Shack, 3519 N. Clark. Officers
searched the area and detained four
boys nearby. The delivery driver iden-
tified them as the people who tried to
take his car.

Prosecutors charged a 13-year-old
boy with misdemeanor criminal tres-
pass to a vehicle. The other three, ages
10, 13, and 15, are charged with violat-
ing misdemeanor anti-theft laws, ac-
cording to a CPD spokesperson. All
four were released to their parents or
guardians.

Earlier Wednesday, police arrested
another group of juvenile boys after
they stole a car that was left idling
outside a restaurant in the 200 block
of E. Ohio around 9 p.m. May 19.

Officers spotted the car about

three hours later in the Englewood
neighborhood. The driver sped away
from patrol officers, but the CPD he-
licopter continued to follow the car
from above, according to police.

The driver stopped the car on the
6800 block of S. Honore around 12:40
a.m. May 20 and four boys ran from it.
Police caught and arrested them.

A 17-year-old is charged with pos-
sessing a stolen motor vehicle. The
others, two 15-year-olds and a 13-
year-old, are charged with misde-
meanor criminal trespass to a vehicle.

Pee Wee car theft crew

A group of very young auto thieves
that has been targeting cars that driv-
ers leave running outside restaurants
and other businesses struck twice
within 10 minutes May 19. Witnesses
say the crew is composed of some
kids who appear to be well under the
legal driving age — perhaps 12-years-
old or younger.

Police on Monday detained four ju-
veniles who were suspected of steal-
ing cars in Boystown and River North
earlier in the day. But the kids were
later released. Now, they appear to be
up to their old tricks.

Tuesday evening, witnesses report-
ed seeing four juveniles steal a deliv-
ery driver’s Honda Accord as it idled
outside a Chipotle restaurant at 1027
W. Addison around 8:50 p.m.

Five minutes later, the kids ditched
the Honda and stole another idling
car that was left running outside Pe-
king Chinese restaurant, 3167 N. Hal-
sted. A witness followed the second
stolen car onto Lake Shore Dr. and the
Magnificent Mile, but police did not
locate the vehicle or the kids. The wit-
ness said one of the thieves appeared
to be under 12-years-old while the
other three appeared to be between
12- and 15-years old.

A similarly-described group of
thieves stole a white Nissan as it
idled outside an apartment building
on the 300 block of N. Clark in River
North around 8:20 a.m. May 18. About
30 minutes later, some of the kids
jumped out of the Nissan and stole a
Jeep Cherokee that was left running
outside Stan’s Donuts, 3302 N. Broad-
way in Boystown.

Police found the Nissan abandoned
in River North around 11 a.m. after a
concerned motorist reported seeing
a young boy driving a car with two
other young passengers near the in-
tersection of Wabash and Grand.

Officers located the boys on a Red
Line CTA train at Chicago and State a
few minutes later. No charges were
filed.

A series of auto thefts involving
young offenders and idling cars have
been reported across the downtown
area and Lakeview recently. Shortly
before 8 p.m. May 17, a delivery
driver’s car was stolen from the 1500
block of N. Sandberg Terrace after he
left it running while he went inside. At
9:10 p.m. May 16, a silver Nissan Rogue
was stolen as it idled outside Chipo-
tle, 1025 W. Belmont. On May 14, three
boys got out of a car and jumped into
a Nissan Rogue that a woman left run-
ning while she picked up food from a
restaurant at State and Lake.

Another idling car was stolen from
the intersection of Halsted and Bel-
mont when its owner left it idling out-
side a restaurant around 10 p.m. May
13. Once again, three young offenders
jumped into the car and drove away.
Police warnings issued

Chicago police have issued two
community alerts this month to warn
about widespread theft of idling cars
in Lakeview and the downtown area.
Many of the thefts involve cars used
by food delivery drivers who leave
their vehicles unattended while they
pick up and deliver orders, accord-
ing to CPD reports. Ten idling cars
were stolen within a block of the Bel-
mont and Clark intersection in two

weeks. The downtown pattern in-
volves at least six thefts between
April 15 and May 8.

Man gets 11 years
for 3 North Side robberies

A Chicago man has pleaded guilty
to committing three robberies on
the North Side in 2017, but a source
says the man
is suspected
of being
involved
in several
other crimes
around the
same time.
Among those —
uncharged Alvin Lashley
crimes is the Nov. 2017 armed rob-
bery of Big & Little’s restaurant in
Lakeview.

Judge Alfredo Maldonado sen-
tenced Alvin Lashley, 22, to three
concurrent 11-year terms in ex-
change for guilty pleas in three
armed robbery cases.

On Sept. 1, 2017, Lashley put a
gun to a woman'’s head on the 4300
block of N. Sawyer while a second
offender took the victim’s wallet
and other valuables, prosecutors
said.

One month later, Lashley alleg-
edly robbed another woman on the
4000 block of N. Spaulding while
holding his hand under his shirt to
imply that he had a gun.

Details of the third case were not
immediately available.

Jogger attacked,
robbed in Grant Park

A Chicago man is accused of at-
tacking a woman from behind and
robbing her as she jogged through
Grant Park on May 23.

Marcus Lipscomb, 24, is charged
with one count of felony robbery in
connection with theincident. Judge
David Navarro set bail at $10,000.

Lipscomb grabbed the 28-year-
old woman by her neck from be-
hind as she ran on the 1000 block
of S. Columbus Dr. at 2:35 p.m.,,
prosecutors
said during
a bond hear-
ing Saturday.

The wom-
an  fought
back and was
able to get a
full view of
Lipscomb’s
face because
she pulled his face mask off during
the struggle, according to details
presented in court. The woman's
mask and earphones also fell off
during the fight. Lipscomb alleg-
edly stole those items and ran.

A police officer drove the woman
around the area to look for the at-
tacker. She spotted Lipscomb in an
alley between State St. and Wabash
Ave. in the Loop.

The officer detained Lipscomb,
who was carrying the woman's
mask and headphones, prosecutors
said. A witness also identified Lip-
scomb as the attacker.

Lipscomb will need to post a
$1,000 deposit bound to get out of
jail before trial.

Marcus Lipscomb

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com
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Victory Gardens playwrights quit en masse,
but free virtual seminar shows must go on

According to theater critic
Chris Jones, the playwright’s en-
semble at Victory Gardens The-
ater, 2433 N. Lincoln Ave., an-
nounced May 22 that it had made
the collective decision to resign.

Victory Garden’s decision to
not hire a new artistic director as
a replacement for departing Chay
Yew is the stated reason why, ac-
cording to Jones’ reporting in the
Chicago Tribune.

Instead current executive direc-
tor Erica Daniels has been given
both jobs.

The group posted a letter online
that stated: “We, as an ensemble
of resident artists at this venerable
institution, are deeply disturbed
by the notion that our creative
home aspires to be a truth-telling
temple on its stage, but not in its
administration. This is unaccept-
able.”

The group claims that for over
five months, and after receiving
a letter signed by over 60 of Vic-
tory Garden’s “biggest support-
ers asking for accountability, the
board sat on a plan to reorganize
the institution. It ignored the lim-
itless possibility of what the field
might have presented in terms of
viable local and national leader-
ship.”

“For months, we were told that
our voices were irrelevant, and
waited for days and days to hear
from anyone in the institution
after the news was announced.
After being told we would be in
conversation about any devel-

opments, we ended up hearing
about the change in leadership
along with everybody else. We
are hereby resigning as a unified
collective.”

All of the Victory Garden’s
writers signed the letter, except
for Philip Dawkins.

Jones said that this is not the
first time in the theater’s history
that a change in leadership has
roiled the theater’s ensemble of
playwrights, a loose affiliation of
writers (appointed by the artistic
director) who also have ties to
other institutions and projects.

Meanwhile, Victory Gardens
Theater has announced a free
seminar series taught by Chi-
cago artists and local arts lead-
ers designed to aid those whose
livelihood has been affected by
the COVID-19 pandemic. Topics
cover virtual auditions, creating a
home-recording studio, and how
to handle income and taxes dur-
ing this time.

All seminars will be held 2-3:30
p-m. on Saturdays starting on May
30 and running through June 13,
and will be held live viaZoom with
a recorded version made available
to those unable to attend.

Victory Gardens Conservatory
says they wanted to give artists
access to the top professionals
working in these arenas. The first
seminar is a tax workshop for
performing artists, Saturday, May
30. This workshop is designed to
teach artists how to keep track of
income and expenses and save

money on their taxes. The work-
shop will include an in-depth dis-
cussion of tax-deductible expens-
es for artists and an examination
of wage vs. independent contrac-
tor income and expenses (W-2s
and 1099s). Basic bookkeeping
techniques and tips on how to run
a “one-person business.”

It will all offer an overview of
the “Qualified Performing Art-
ist” area of the tax code with its
special rules for lower-income
performing artists and provide
hints on how to deal with “self-
employment” income with a dem-
onstration of how to include arts
related business expenses on your
tax return to significantly reduce
your taxes.

Seminar two is on how to au-
dition via Zoom, Saturday, June
6. Viewers will learn how to set
yourself up for a successful Zoom
audition, from creating your audi-
tion space to adjusting your per-
formance for maximum digital
impact.

Seminar three is on how to set
up a DIY home recording studio,
on Saturday, June 13, with Dave
Kresl, a recording engineer who
has worked in the Chicago ad-
vertising community for over 20
years. Through the recording and
mixing of thousands of spots for
television radio and internet, he
can help you with the process of
preparing great sounding audi-
tions.

For more information vis-
it www.victorygardens.org.

Non-profit fraud nailed by Feds

BY CWBCHICAGO

The head of a Chicago not-for-
profit organization fraudulently
converted or misappropriated
at least $200,000 in State of Il-
linois grants intended to develop
suburban commercial properties
and fund a job training program,
according to a 15-count federal
indictment May 7.

Yes Yehudah operated the not-
for-profit organization Fulfilling
Our Responsibilities Unto Man-
kind, also known as FORUM.
From 2013 to 2016, Yehudah, on
behalf of FORUM, applied for
and received three grants total-
ing approximately $575,000 from
the Illinois Dept. of Commerce
and Economic  Opportunity
[DCEO]. Two of the grants were
intended to develop commercial
properties, while the third was
meant for FORUM to operate a
weatherization jobs training pro-
gram. The indictment alleges that

GIVE fromp. 3

and furnishings. In the first week,
they helped five Chicago families
and a veteran. Humble Design
wants to continue supplying fam-
ilies transitioning out of home-
lessness with the goods they need
to have a comfortable, dignified
home base, but they need the con-
tinued support of Chicagoans to
make that possible.

If you'd like to donate go to:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/
custom-artwork-for-a-cause

Yehudah fraudulently converted
substantial quantities of the grant
funds by making materially false
statements and submitting false
documents to the DCEO. The in-
dictment describes several of the
alleged false statements, includ-
ing when Yehudah represented to
the DCEO that FORUM had spent
almost all of a $100,000 grant on
construction work, when, in fact,
no actual construction work had
begun.

In addition to the alleged fraud
in obtaining the DCEO grants, the
indictment accuses Yehudah of
scheming to defraud a bank. Af-

ter FORUM received similar de-
velopment grants from the DCEO
and other federal and local agen-
cies, including the U.S. Dept. of
Housing and Urban Development
and the Community and Eco-
nomic Development Association
of Cook County, Yehudah issued
checks from FORUM and anoth-
er entity he controlled to various
subcontractors, the indictment
states. Yehudah then forged the
subcontractors’ signatures — with-
out their knowledge — to endorse
the checks over to himself, the in-
dictment alleges.

SUPER CAR WASH

BEST KEPT SECRET

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / 24 HOURS A DAY

8 BAY SELF-SERVICE
2 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC

5450 N. DAMEN (at Rascher)

Do you have a loved one in

a NURSING HOME?

Worried about losing their

life savings?
You can still protect much, and maybe all,
of their assets for the family.
Call for Free Consultation 800-726- 4125
Protecting Families from the DEVASTATING
Cost of Nursing Homes for 28 Years!

www.Lighthouse-Financial.com
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DANK Haus celebrates
inaugural Virtual Maifest

The DANK Haus, 4740 N.
Western Ave. in Lincoln Square,
is presenting an alternative to cel-
ebrate the arrival of Spring, and
symbolically raise hope for the
upcoming rebirth of our city’s
public life: Virtual Maifest.

The online version of the well-
loved festival will take place this
weekend, Friday through Sunday,
May 31. It will offer food, prizes,
and virtual performances and
presentations.

For centuries, certain regions in
Germany have marked the com-
ing of Spring with a Maibaum,
or a Maypole, decorated with
handmade trinkets and wrapped
in ribbons. With the large waves
of German immigrants to the
Midwest, the tradition caught fire
on the North Side. In fact, there
is a multi-story tall Maypole just
outside the Western Brown Line
CTA station donated by Chicago’s
sister city, Hamburg Germany.

This year, the arrival of spring
weather was not headline news.
The COVID-19 shutdown has
dominated our thoughts and can-
celed events like concerts, gradu-
ations, and the Maifest Chicago
street festival held annually in
Lincoln Square.

Among the highlights of the
planned events are: cooking
classes with Himmel’s restau-
rant, a live-streamed beer stein
holding contest, and a conversa-
tion with German Consul Gen-
eral Mossinger about his family’s
life of travel as an ambassador of
Germany. While the event will
not have the crowds of past years,

the DANK Haus will still serve
Bratwurst and beer for guests to
pick up at the building, all while
staying in their cars to minimize
contact.

Guests can purchase an all ac-
cess “Virtual Wristband” that will
allow them to enjoy over 12 hours
of online programming. Guests
may select specific events to at-
tend or can stay logged in for the
entire event spanning the course
of three days. In addition to the
programming, guests will be able
to purchase meals a la carte on
the organization’s website. Curb-
side pick up will include the ex-
act menu that has been served for
decades at the festival, including
Bienenstich (an almond encrusted
cake filled with custard, com-
monly known as bee sting cake),
pretzels, landjdger (German beef
jerky) potato salad, sauerkraut,
Leberkidse (German meatloaf)
and fest-favorites, Bratwurst and
Thuringer sausages.

The event comes together as the
community organization starts
to recover from major financial
losses due to event cancellations
caused by the virus pandemic.

Open Arms United
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”
OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor
Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer 10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place
(Nursery through 5th Grade)
Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer
7:30 pm Bible Study
817 Grace St. 773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING

OAUWCChicago.org
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773-348-5510 « 3000 N. Broadway
@ A merehe.rel'ihc Inlemzl?onal Fabricare Institute,

the association of professional drycleaners and lauderers.

Cleaning

Restore the beauty
and add life to your
designer handbag.
Hand-cleaned
and refinshed
by our
experienced
leather
professionals.
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of an official Italian national landmark.
RENAISSANCE MAN: John ‘“Jack”
E. O’Neal, age 90, died April 20. A vo-
racious reader, book collector and a well-
known patron of our public libraries, an
adept conversationalist, Jack relished mu-
sic of all genres, languages, art, live theater
and films. An expert in classical music, his
devotion to the arts must be acknowledge

and mourned.

RFK GRANDCHILDREN: Congrat-
ulations to Kate Kennedy, daughter of
Sheila and Christopher Kennedy, who
just graduated from Northwestern Law
School and will finish up her MBA in June
at NU as well. Bravo the idea of going with
family to take a picture at the university
like a normal graduation. Congratulations
and best of luck also to Chris Kennedy,
Jr., engaged now to Erin Daigle, looking
ahead to a Cape Cod wedding.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: Join
Dr. Sandy Goldberg and her A Silver Lin-
ing Foundation for their 16th annual Gala
on Saturday, October 3 at the Hyatt Re-
gency McCormick Place. Now, more than
ever, this organization needs your help in
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[

providing men and women with 8

cost-free breast health testing. So
many have lost their jobs and in-
surance so this year’s event will be
critical to support these life-saving
needs. For tickets, more info, call
312-345-1322 or asilverliningfoun-

dation.org.

AU REVOIR: Michel Piccoli,
94, award-winning French film
star has died ‘surrounded by his
family after suffering a stroke.

CHICAGO LOCKDOWN: Noted res-
tauranteur Gordon Sinclair updates that
he and Freddy (his faithful pooch) are
selling his 1937 Evanston condo and mov-
ing to On The Rhine in Cincinnati. Mild-
er winters and the hopes that among the
300K citizens, surely there will be a few to
listen to stories from a Chicago restauran-
teur... Attorney Dan Balanoff dining al
fresco having “the Blockbuster” sub from

Sarah, Sheila, Kate, Chris and Claire Kennedy.

Fontano’s in Little Italy, may be Chicago’s

best sandwich, lots of good hot peppers...
songstress Catherine O’Connell making
whole wheat no-knead bread and decid-
ing to oil her hands rather than flour them,
thinking the crust would turn out better...
she was right...

Maestro Stanley Paul

back now from the desert busy unpacking,
catching up with desk work, and starting
to plant his famous terrace for the summer
season, feeling so lucky for having such a
fabulous terrace, but missing those won-
derful Ralph Lauren Bar & Grill lunches,
though he speaks to Mamie Walton and
Cynthia Olson almost every day, it’s not
the same as everyone being together...
Apparently Russ Goeltenbodt thought
someone stole his Drew’s on Halsted
Banner from the fence on Belmont Ave.,
thinking an enthusiastic fan or a stalker
nabbed it, but he found it three days later

blowing down the street, now holding his
breath till Drew’s can reopen... Candace

Jordan unearthing a Rick Mitchell photo

for Marshall Fields from the ‘80s,
looking good... Writer Sherrill
Bodine zooming National Pizza
Party Day last week with friend
Andrew, from Australia. Never
surrender, she advises, keep mov-
ing forward with grace, humor and
compassion! Brighter days ahead. ..
Bobbi Panter feeling positive
at Saks Fifth Avenue [Sarasota]
with her pooch in a pouch thanks
to Gov. Ron DeSantis and happy
to run into Suzy Lysen, happy she’s back
to work... when COVID-19 keeps Pa-
tricial Maxwell under strict quarantine
for months, Sherry Lea Fox takes a road
trip to Indiana for a “Masked Visit” with
Cait Maxwell in Ogden Dune, IN.... the
Mednick gang, Ben, Stacey, Anna and
Jackie, throwing a “Tie Dye Lockdown”
18th birthday for their beloved exchange
student, Zoey, from China.

The urge to save humanity is almost
always a false-face for the urge to rule it.
Power is what all messiahs really seek:
not the chance to serve.

— H.L. Mencken

tog515@gmail.com

North Township Real Estate For Sale
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Real Estate For Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
PNC BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION S/I/l TO
MIDAMERICA BANK, FSB

Plaintiff,

V.-
CARRIE CARMICHAEL A/K/A CARRIE E CARMI-
CHAEL, RESIDENCES AT RIVER EAST CENTER
CONDOMINIUM  ASSOCIATION, PNC BANK,
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, S/1/l TO MIDAMERICA
BANK, FSB, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS

Defendants

14 CH 07229

512 N MCCLURG COURT UNIT 1104

CHICAGO, IL 60611

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on September 16, 2015, an agent
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM
on July 9, 2020, at The Judicial Sales Corporation,
One South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO, IL, 60606, sell
at a public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth
below, the following described real estate:
Commonly known as 512 N MCCLURG COURT
UNIT 1104, CHICAGO, IL 60611

Property Index No. 17-10-223-033-1074

The real estate is improved with a high rise condo-
minium; parking garage.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judicial
Sales Corporation. No third party checks will be ac-
cepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale fee
for the Abandoned Residential Property Municipality
Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential real
estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or fraction
thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not to
exceed $300, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is

due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall be
paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential
real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or
by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor
acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in
and to the residential real estate arose prior to the
sale. The subject property is subject to general real
estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale
without any representation as to quality or quantity
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished
to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport, etc.)
in order to gain entry into our building and the fore-

closure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC
Plaintiff's Attorneys, One North Dearborn Street,
Suite 1200, Chicago, IL, 60602. Tel No. (312)
346-9088.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC

One North Dearborn Street, Suite 1200

Chicago IL, 60602

312-346-9088

E-Mail: pleadings@mccalla.com

Attorney File No. 255797

Attorney ARDC No. 61256

Attorney Code. 61256

Case Number: 14 CH 07229

TJSC#: 40-1185

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 14 CH 07229

13150427

272727

202020

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
US. BANK NA, SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE TO

BANK OF AMERICA, NA, SUCCESSOR IN IN-
TEREST TO LASALLE BANK NA, AS TRUSTEE,
ON BEHALF OF THE HOLDERS OF THE WASH-
INGTON MUTUAL MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, WMALT SERIES 2006-AR10
Plaintiff,

V.
ELIZABETH A. KEELEY, ROBERT BIDDLE V,
CITIBANK, N.A. SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO
CITIBANK, FSB AND FIRMUS FINANCIAL, LLC
Defendants

19 CH 3120

405-07 W. EUGENIE ST.

CHICAGO, IL 60614

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered
in the above cause on March 3, 2020, an agent for
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on
June 8, 2020, at The Judicial Sales Corporation,
One South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO, IL, 60606, sell
at a public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth
below, the following described real estate:

Commonly known as 405-07 W. EUGENIE ST.,
CHICAGO, IL 60614
Property Index No. 14-33-331-007-0000
The real estate is improved with a single family
residence.

The judgment amount was $960,569.70.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certi-
fied funds at the close of the sale payable to The
Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party checks
will be accepted. The balance, including the Judi-
cial Sale fee for the Abandoned Residential Prop-
erty Municipality Relief Fund, which is calculated
on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each
$1,000 or fraction thereof of the amount paid by the
purchaser not to exceed $300, in certified funds/or
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours.
No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the

residential real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the
sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or oth-
er lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose
rights in and to the residential real estate arose prior
to the sale. The subject property is subject to gener-
al real estate taxes, special assessments, or special
taxes levied against said real estate and is offered
for sale without any representation as to quality or
quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and
in “AS IS” condition. The sale is further subject to
confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues

where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, LAW OFFICES OF IRAT. NEV-
EL, LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 175 N. Franklin Street,
Suite 201, CHICAGO, IL, 60606 (312) 357-1125
Please refer calls to the sales department. Please
refer to file number 19-01031.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

LAW OFFICES OF IRA T. NEVEL, LLC

175 N. Franklin Street, Suite 201

CHICAGO IL, 60606

312-357-1125

E-Mail: pleadings @nevellaw.com

Attorney File No. 19-01031

Attorney Code. 18837

Case Number: 19 CH 3120

TJSC#: 40-1372

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used for
that purpose.

Case #19 CH 3120

131313

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

Lakeview Township Real Estate For Sale

H Real Estate For Sale H

H Real Estate For Sale H

H Real Estate For Sale H

H Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
GREAT LAKES CREDIT UNION

Plaintiff,

.-
RYAN M. DEMERS, THE 3222 NORTH SOUTH-
PORT CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, UN-
KNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIM-
ANTS
Defendants
19 CH 7057
3222 NORTH SOUTHPORT, UNIT 3N
CHICAGO, IL 60657
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale
entered in the above cause on February 10, 2020,
an agent for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at
10:30 AM on June 23, 2020, at The Judicial Sales
Corporation, One South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO,
IL, 60606, sell at a public sale to the highest bid-
der, as set forth below, the following described real
estate:

Commonly known as 3222 NORTH SOUTH-
PORT, UNIT 3N, CHICAGO, IL 60657

Property Index No. 14-20-329-060-1003 (14-20-
329-019-0000 AND 14-20-329-020-0000 UNDER-
LYING PINS)

The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $566,667.25.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close of the sale payable to The
Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party checks
will be accepted. The balance, including the Judi-
cial Sale fee for the Abandoned Residential Prop-
erty Municipality Relief Fund, which is calculated
on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each
$1,000 or fraction thereof of the amount paid by the
purchaser not to exceed $300, in certified funds/or
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours.
No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the
residential real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the
sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or oth-
er lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose
rights in and to the residential real estate arose
prior to the sale. The subject property is subject
to general real estate taxes, special assessments,
or special taxes levied against said real estate and
is offered for sale without any representation as to
quality or quantity of title and without recourse to
Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. The sale is further
subject to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-

ished to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this proper-
ty is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-

OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, LAW OFFICES OF IRA T.
NEVEL, LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 175 N. Franklin
Street, Suite 201, CHICAGO, IL, 60606 (312) 357-
1125 Please refer calls to the sales department.
Please refer to file number 19-02678.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

LAW OFFICES OF IRAT. NEVEL, LLC

175 N. Franklin Street, Suite 201

CHICAGO IL, 60606

312-357-1125

E-Mail: pleadings@nevellaw.com

Attorney File No. 19-02678

Attorney Code. 18837

Case Number: 19 CH 7057

TJSC#: 40-955

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case #19 CH 7057

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
J.P. MORGAN ALTERNATIVE LOAN TRUST
2006-A1, MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIF-
ICATES, U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
AS TRUSTEE

Plaintiff,

V-

MICHAEL CORTEZ, LAKESIDE PLACE CONDO-
MINIUM ASSOCIATION, U.S. BANK TRUST NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR CVF
Il MORTGAGE LOAN TRUST Il

Defendants

18 CH 9537

810 WEST LAKESIDE PLACE, UNIT 306
CHICAGO, IL 60640

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on December 16, 2019, an agent
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM
on June 22, 2020, at The Judicial Sales Corporation,
One South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO, IL, 60606, sell
at a public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth
below, the following described real estate:
Commonly known as 810 WEST LAKESIDE
PLACE, UNIT 306, CHICAGO, IL 60640

Property Index No. 14-17-205-046-1029

The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $147,090.22.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judicial
Sales Corporation. No third party checks will be ac-
cepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale fee
for the Abandoned Residential Property Municipality
Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential real
estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or fraction
thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not to
exceed $300, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is
due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall be
paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential real
estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or by
any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor
acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in
and to the residential real estate arose prior to the
sale. The subject property is subject to general real
estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale
without any representation as to quality or quantity
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay

the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, The sales clerk, SHAPIRO KRE-
ISMAN & ASSOCIATES, LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys,
2121 WAUKEGAN RD., SUITE 301, Bannockburn,
IL, 60015 (847) 291-1717 For information call be-
tween the hours of 1pm - 3pm.. Please refer to file
number 18-087085.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

SHAPIRO KREISMAN & ASSOCIATES, LLC

2121 WAUKEGAN RD., SUITE 301

Bannockburn IL, 60015

847-291-1717

E-Mail: ILNotices@logs.com

Attorney File No. 18-087085

Attorney Code. 42168

Case Number: 18 CH 9537

TJSCH#: 40-1607

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 18 CH 9537

13151020

272727
202020

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
1900 CAPITAL TRUST I, BY U.S. BANK TRUST
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS INDIVID-
UAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS CERTIFICATE
TRUSTEE

Plaintiff,

V.-

JOHN C. TURI, AS TRUSTEE UNDER THE
TERMS AND PROVISIONS OF CERTAIN TRUST
AGREEMENT DATED SEPTEMBER 24, 2012 AND

DESIGNATED THE JOHN C. TURI REVOCABLE
LIVING TRUST DATED SEPTEMBER 24, 2012,
JOHN C. TURI, GRAN-OAK CONDOMINIUM AS-
SOCIATION, INC.

Defendants

18 CH 12532

2310 WEST GRANVILLE AVENUE UNIT 3
CHICAGO, IL 60659

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered
in the above cause on March 4, 2020, an agent for
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on
June 5, 2020, at The Judicial Sales Corporation,
One South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO, IL, 60606, sell
at a public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth
below, the following described real estate:

Commonly known as 2310 WEST GRANVILLE
AVENUE UNIT 3, CHICAGO, IL 60659
Property Index No. 14-06-106-036-1020
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $268,757.11.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close of the sale payable to The
Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party checks
will be accepted. The balance, including the Judi-
cial Sale fee for the Abandoned Residential Prop-
erty Municipality Relief Fund, which is calculated
on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each
$1,000 or fraction thereof of the amount paid by the
purchaser not to exceed $300, in certified funds/or
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours.
No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the
residential real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the
sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or oth-
er lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose
rights in and to the residential real estate arose prior
to the sale. The subject property is subject to gener-
al real estate taxes, special assessments, or special
taxes levied against said real estate and is offered
for sale without any representation as to quality or
quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and
in “AS 1S” condition. The sale is further subject to
confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished
to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, or a unit
which is part of a common interest community, the
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other
than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and
the legal fees required by The Condominium Prop-
erty Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). In accor-
dance with 735 ILCS 5/15-1507(c)(1)(h-1) and (h-2),
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(5), and 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1),

you are hereby notified that the purchaser of the
property, other than a mortgagee, shall pay the as-
sessments and legal fees required by subsections
(9)(1) and (g)(4) of section 9 and the assessments
required by subsection (g-1) of section 18.5 of the
lllinois Condominium Property Act.

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-

OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, the sales department, Anselmo
Lindberg & Associates, LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys,
1771 W. Diehl Road, Suite 120, NAPERVILLE, IL,
60563 (630) 453-6960 For bidding instructions, visit
www.AnselmoLindberg.com.. Please refer to file
number F19040095.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

Anselmo Lindberg & Associates, LLC

1771 W. Diehl Road, Suite 120

NAPERVILLE IL, 60563

630-453-6960

E-Mail: ilpleadings@dallegal.com

Attorney File No. F19040095

Attorney ARDC No. 3126232

Attorney Code. 58852

Case Number: 18 CH 12532

TJSC#: 40-1453

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 18 CH 12532

131313

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700



INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

/Classifieds

MAY 27 - JUNE 2, 2020 * 7
To place an ad, call 773.465.9700

E-mail: insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com
Deadline: 5Spm Mondays

Adoption

Pregnant? Considering Adoption? We help with food,
housing, medical, counseling, etc. You can relocate.
Choose adoptive family for your baby. We're friendly,
caring, completely confidential. Call 866-621-0933

Pregnant? Maybe Adoption? Living Expenses Paid.
Nationwide Agency. Talk With Us 24/7. 866-716-
3041. Online Chat. Online Application. www.onetrue-
gift.com. Text 515-778-2341.

State of lllinois Surplus Property Online Auction -
WEEKLY auctions throughout the year! Equipment,
watches, boats, vehicles, knives, jewelry and much
more... iBid.illinois.gov

Auto Donations

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Autos Wanted

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All Makes/Models
2002-2019! Any Condition. Running or Not. Top
$8$ Paid! Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call
Now: 1-888-985-1806

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all cars! Junk, high-end,
totaled - it doesn't matter! Get free towing and same
day cash! NEWER MODELS too! Call 1-844-294-
2531

Business Opportunities

America’s #1 Home Based Business! Up to $20k/
mo. Perfect for Introverts, Never Call Anyone, Text
“INFO” 800-343-6297 or Call for Prerecorded Msg

Cars For Sale

1998 Dodge RV V2500 V8, 318CID, 120K miles,
lots of new, some rust. Needs front bumper $5998.
Call John 773-818-0808

Collectibles

POSTAGE STAMP SHOW Westin Hotel 400 Park
Blvd ltasca IL November 22-24 Hours Fri Sat 10-6
Sun 10-4 Free Parking and Admission Info at www.
Chicagopex.org

Commercial Space

Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 700 sq.
ft.; 1,000 sq. ft. & 1,100 sq. ft. Three-year lease @
$15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven funds.
773-772-0808 please leave message.

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL
AIM 800-481-8312

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get FAA Tech-
nician certification. Approved for military benefits.
Financial Aid if qualified. Job placement assistance.
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-453-
6204

Help Wanted. Paid Daily. No Experience Needed.
Full Details Go To: www.BestEasyWork.com/
bamidan

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train at
home for a career as a Medical Office Professional
at CTI! 1-833-766-4511 AskCTl.com

Education/Career Training

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands
on Aviation training. Financial Aid for qualified stu-
dents - Career placement assistance. CALL Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

Employment - Drivers

FALL INTO A GREAT NEW CAREER AT TTI!
$1600 Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS
*Flatbed *Step Deck *Van *LTL Reefer. Pay is 26%
Gross Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile Van/
Reefer. Full benefits w/FREE Health & Life Insur-
ance, 6 paid Holidays, + Industry leading Driver
Bonus Program! Must have Class A CDL. Call Ruth
or Mike at TTI Inc. 1-800-222-5732 Apply online
ttitrucking.com

WARM UP WITH A NEW CAREER AT TTI! $1600
Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS *Flatbed
*Step Deck *Van *LTL Reefer. Pay is 26% Gross
Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile Van/Reefer. Full
benefits w/FREE Health & Life Insurance, 6 paid
Holidays + Industry leading Driver Bonus Program!
Must have Class A CDL. Call Ruth or Mike at TTI
Inc 1-800-222-5732 Apply online ttitrucking.com

CLASSIFIEDS

ARE YOU BEHIND $10K OR MORE ON YOUR
TAXES? Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits,
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt
FAST. Call 855-849-6790

For Sale

Blueberries - Certified Organic - Seasonal U-Pick
and Pre-Picked, Year-round frozen - Clean fields,
easy picking, Northwest Indiana, easy access off
80/90. Check us out at www.BlueberryRanch.com

Gun/Hunting Gear

GUN SHOW: October 11-13. Union Grove Fair-
grounds, 19805 Durand Ave, Union Grove, WI. Fri

FREE)Y Buy./SeII, 608-'752-6677 www.Bobandrocco,
com

FARMERS, LANDSCAPERS or GARDENERS,
did you or a loved one use Roundup Weed Killer
and were diagnosed with NON-HODGKINS LYM-
PHOMA (Cancer)? You may be entitled to com-
pensation. Call Attorney Charles Johnson 1-800-

133
@
@
&
J
™
~N

Health/Fitness

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-889-5515

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates,
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares.
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

Help Wanted/Employment

Bookkeepers: 12 mo. exp. in bookkeeping or related
req. Mail Resume to: Manning & Silverman Ltd. ,
Attn: HR- 175 Olde Half Day Road, Ste. 290, Lin-
colnshire, 1L 60069.

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED at Ste-
vens Transport! Earn $1000 per week! Paid CDL
Training! No experience needed! 1-844-452-4121
drive4stevens.com

$500+ Paid Daily The Easy Way. Go To: www.Paid-
DailyGroup.com

Home Improvements

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars,
no slip flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-
home consultation: 888-912-4745

Leafguard is the only one piece gutter system guar-
anteed to never clog, get a jump on Fall and Save
75% on installation and receive $500 for your old
ladder! Call 1-800-216-0539

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Empire Today/E to
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 844-220-6034

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off,
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

Janitorial

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON
AREAS CLEANING+ OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING + POWER WASHING - SNOW
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.generalcleaningchicago.com

Legal Services

NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE referral to an at-
torney! Call the lllinois State Bar Association lllinois
Lawyer Finder The advice you need 877-270-3855
or https://www.isba.org/public/ illinoislawyerfinder

Medical Misc.

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates,
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares.
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

Miscellaneous

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Inogen
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery.
Only 2.8 pounds. FREE information kit. Call 877-
929-9587

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior
living referral service. Contact our trusted, local
experts today! Our service is FREE/no obligation.
CALL 1-844-722-7993

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social
Security Disability Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323!
FREE Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Miscellaneous, cont.

Attention all Homeowners in jeopardy of Foreclo-
sure? We can help stop your home from foreclo-
sure. The Foreclosure Defense helpline can help
save your home. The Call is absolutely free. 1-855-
516-6641.

AT&T Internet. Get More For Your High-Speed In-
ternet Thing. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo agmt.
Includes 1 TB of data per month. Ask us how to
bundle and SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply.
Call us today 1-833-707-0984

AT&T INTERNET Plus DIRECTV Only $89.99/
month! 155+ Channels plus super high speed
Internet! Free NFL Sunday ticket! Free HD DVR
! Stream 1000s of free shows and movies! 877-
541-0009

Become a Published Author. We want to Read Your
Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors
Since 1920 Book manuscript submissions currently
being reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion and Distribution Call
for Your Free Author’s Guide 1-877-626-2213

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today!
1-855-404-2366

Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-909-
9905 18+.

Cross country Moving, Long distance Moving Com-
pany, out of state move $799 Long Distance Mov-
ers. Get Free quote on your Long distance move.
1-844-452-1706

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for [350+ ] proce-
dures. Real dental insurance -NOT just a discount
plan. [Don't wait!] Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-877-308-2834
www.dental50plus.com/cadnet #6258

Denied Social Security Disability? Appeal! If you're
50+, filed for SSD and denied, our attorneys can
help get you approved! No money out of pockets!
Call 1-866-376-3163

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may
qualify for a substantial cash award. NO obligation,
NO risk! We've recovered millions. Let us help you!!
Call 24/7, 855-845-8269

DIRECTV - Switch and Save! $39.99/month. Se-
lect All-Included Package. 155 Channels. 1000s of
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR
Upgrade. Premium movie channels, FREE for 3
mos! Call 1-855-781-1565

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 Channels! Add High
Speed Internet for ONLY $19.95/month. Call Today
for $100 Gift Card! Best Value & Technology. FREE
Installation. Call 1-855-837-9146 (some restrictions
apply)

Earthlink High Speed Intemnet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and
More! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-402-0373

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-889-5515

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 Channels &
1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand (w/SELECT
All Included Package.) PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE
Screens Simultaneously at No Addt | Cost. Call DI-
RECTV 1-855-781-1565

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DIRECTV Choice
All-Included Package. $59.99/month for 12 months.
185 Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call
1-855-781-1565 or satellitedealnow.com/cadnet

Get a SMARTPHONE for $0 DOWN* with AT&T
Next® and AT&T Next Every Year; $250 Gift Card
for Switching to AT&T! (*Requires well-qualified
credit. Limits & restrictions apply.) 1-888-545-5093

HARRIS 5 MINUTE BED BUG KILLER! Fast, Effec-
tive Treatment. Available: Hardware Stores, Home
Depot, homedepot.com

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing aid for just $75 down
and $50 per month! Call 800-426-4212 and mention
88272 for a risk free triall FREE SHIPPING!

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 25mbps starting at
$49.99/mo! Get More Data FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST download speeds. WiFi built in! FREE Stan-
dard Installation for lease customers! Limited Time,
Call 1-855-973-9254

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in industrial,
construction, manufacturing jobs, or military may be
the cause. Family in the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@breakingin-
jurynews.com. $30 billion is set aside for asbestos
victims with cancer. Valuable settlement monies
may not require filing a lawsuit.

Miscellaneous, cont.

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat. Meet
singles right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call
NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.

1 OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER,
MARTIN, Etc. 1930's to 1980's. TOP DOLLAR
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 888-609-2189

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION! World
Health Link. Price Match Guarantee! Prescriptions
Required. CIPA Certified. Over 1500 medications
available. CALL Today For A Free Price Quote.
1-855-530-8993 Call Now!

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for
$99.97/mo. Fastest Internet. 100 MB per second
speed. Free Primetime on Demand. Unlimited
Voice. NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-652-9304 or
visit http://ftripleplaytoday.com/national

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off,
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-481-3969 or
visit www.walkintubquote.com/national

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE STAIRS*™* Give
your life a lift with an ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now
for $250 OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE DVD
& brochure! 1-866-471-1334

Two great new offers from AT&T Wireless! Ask how
to get the Next Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T's Buy one, Give
One. While supplies last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or
www.freephonesnow.com//cadnet

Use RoundUp Weedkiller? Non-Hodgkin's Lym-
phoma, Multiple Myeloma, and Leukemia may
result from RoundUp exposure. A recent $2 billion
judgment was awarded in a RoundUp injury case.
Call 1-619-493-4791 or email RoundUp@break-
inginjurynews.com and let us begin work on your
RoundUp case today.

Motorcycles

TOP CASH PAID! FOR OLD MOTORCYCLES!
1900-1980 Dead or Alive 888-800-1932 or 920-
371-0494

Real Estate For Sale

TENNESSEE LAKEFRONT $34,900 BANK OR-
DERED SALE MASSIVE LAKE Dockable acreage
on Kentucky Lake. Way under market value. RV
ready. 888-386-9446 https://tnlandings.com/Of-
fered by Waters Edge Properties Inc - Broker

Recycling

Interested in helping the environment, those less
fortunate? Recycle Plus, operating since 1990,
offers recycling service as well as: Used plastic
buckets (food grade) various sizes & shapes, card-
board boxes, old lumber, furniture, reusable shop-
ping bags made in Chicago from repurposed fabric.
Contact Recycle Plus Inc Gary Zuckerman
773-761-5937 or 773-858-1210 Email:
recycle_plus_chicago@yahoo.com

Sporting Goods

BADGER MILITARY COLLECTIBLE & MILITARY
FIREARMS SHOW: August 2&3, Waukesha Expo
Forum, 1000 Northview Rd., Waukesha, WI. Fri
3pm-8pm, Sat 9am-4pm. $8. 608-752-6677 www.
bobandrocco.com

Training/Education

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL
AIM 800-481-8312

Wanted To Buy

FREON WANTED: We pay CA$H for cylinders and
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. Certi-
fied Professionals. Call 312-598-1758 or visit Refrig-
erantFinders.com

OLD SLOT MACHINES WANTED BY COLLEC-
TOR. ALSO BUYING OLD JUKEBOXES, 10 CENT
COKE MACHINES AND SMALL ANTIQUE SAFES.
I PAY CASH AND PICK UP. 314-707-0184.

Paying Cash For Comics! Top national comic buyer
will be in your area, paying cash for vintage comics
(1970 & earlier). Call Will: 866-461-0640

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas
interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver,
Co. 80201

BATHTUBS

FREE!
Savings Include an American
Standard Right Height Toilet
FREE! ($500 Value)

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

v Backed by American Standard’s 140 years of experience

v Ultra low entry for easy entering & exiting

v Patented Quick Drain® Technology

v Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND installation,
INCLUDING labor backed by American Standard

v 44 Hydrotherapy jets for an invigorating massage

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

877-381-3271

Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/network

Walk-In Tubs

DENTAL INSURANCE

‘/Cleaninqs \/X-rays

dental50plus.com/cadnet

6154-0120

Dental Insurance

Get dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company to help
cover the services you're most likely to use -

\/Fillinqs
1-877-308-2834 ..

Coall now +o ger-Hhis FREE [nformation Kitl

Product not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call
C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C2500Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: PISOGA; NY: PISONY; OK: P1500K; TN: PISOTN).

\/Crowns

i

\/Dentures

PAINTING

DADRASS
PAINTING

KITCHEN & BATH
REMODELING

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

* FREE ESTIMATES *
847-749-8227

847-291-9091
DADRASSPAINTING@YAH00.COM

Let Our Family

Take Care of Yours
With Any PLUMBING,
DRAIN or SEWER NUISANCE!

Bt

PLUMBING

We're Local & Offer 24-Hour
Emergency Service.
Best Warranties in the Industry!

773-724-9272

jblantonplumbing.com
5126 N. Ravenswood Ave.

News tips?
Call 773-465-9700

Confidentiality guaranteed.

— > .

WALLPAPER

MAINTENANCE

Finot Tmpressions Count!
SHOE SHINE DIRECT

S! (o We’'ll Pick-Up Your Shoes

+ We'll Clean Them

+ We'll Shine Them

+ We'll Call, Text or Email
When They're Ready &
Deliver Them Back to You!

Call 773-307-2154
or 773-392-3388
FREE

Pick-Up & -
Delivery /'-i i

P ™
'\..Ll'

BY CWBCHICAGO

Chicago’s ubiquitous

over the past 10 days.

catalytic
thieves are back in action on the city’s North Side.
Police have recorded thefts of the pricey auto
parts in Old Town, Lakeview, and Albany Park

Witnesses in different neighborhoods saw
thieves getting around in a Dodge Challenger or
Dodge Charger. A Challenger was used by a theft
crew that police warned about in January, too. A
dark-colored Lexus was seen in one of the Old
Town thefts, according to a police report.

Catalytic converter thefts have been reported
on the 1600 block of . North Park and the 1800
block of N. Cleveland in Old Town. In Lakeview,

two people contacted this reporter separately af-
ter their cars were targeted near the intersection
of Greenview and School streets and near Bel-
mont and Broadway.

Witnesses have seen the thieves working dur-
ing the early morning hours — often between 3

converter

a.m.and 6 a.m.

Catalytic converter thieves saw off the devices
from under vehicles and then sell them for $100 to
$200 each at scrapyards. The parts are especially
valuable because they contain expensive metals.

SUVs are often targeted because their high
ground clearance make it easier to access the un-
dercarriage with a saw. Victims rarely know that
their catalytic converter has been stolen until they
start their car. That’s when they’ll be startled by

engine.

Catalytic converter thieves return to North Side

a loud, roaring sound of their freshly-unmuffled

Want to make your car’s catalytic converter less

attractive to thieves? Try these tips:

sible.

Weld the converter’s bolts in place or have the
bolt heads cut off to make removal nearly impos-

Have your license plate number engraved on
the part to make resale more difficult.

Always park your car in a garage, if available. If
not, consider parking with the driver’s side next
to the curb (this makes accessing the converter a
little more difficult).

Install a catalytic converter theft prevention
kit that essentially places a cage around the part,
making theft nearly impossible.

TOOL LIQUIDATION

LIQUIDATION

* Welder Generator
* Rodding Machine Tools
* Rigid Threading Machine
* Tank Torch Set
Cutting Torch Tank Set
Woodworking Tools

773-818-0808

101supplyok@gmail.com

RECYCLED - CHEAP

ILLINOIS PUBLIC
NOTICES Now FREE
ONLINE!
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INSIDE-BOOSTER

HIGH-RISE from p. 1

for you to get along with others. I guess
using fear is an easy way to get people to
read your biased piece. Let me guess, you
live in a walk-up or in the suburbs? If you
have any love of the great city of Chicago
you might think a little more before you
write.”

This writer loves Old Town

Correct, until recently this bungalow
man resided in a beautiful Northwest Side
single-family home with a large tree-filled
backyard overlooking Legion Park.

Since relocating back to Old Town, he
now resides with his lovely wife in a vintage
Victorian walk-up, and is loving the neigh-
borhood in which he originally grew up.
He attended Newberry Elementary School
on Willow and Burling streets, where his
report card conduct review always said he
“keeps promptly busy” and “gets along
well with others.”

The skyscraper lover also accused this
writer of “irresponsible reporting,” despite
the column having been based on actual
quotes from brokers and apartment renters
who exposed the high-rise exodus trend.

Rents getting paid on time

Nationwide, 90.3% of renters paid full or
partial rent by the third week of May, ac-
cording to the National Multifamily Hous-
ing Council’s rent payment tracker.

The report was released after the lat-
est job figures showed 38 million Ameri-
cans have filed for unemployment. The
data analyzed 11.4 million professionally
managed rental units across the country
that vary widely by size, type and average
rental price.

For more housing news, visit. Don De-
Bat is co-author of “Escaping Condo
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide for con-
dominium living. Visit www.escapingcon-
dojail.com.

GARDEN from p. 1

the country. The orders have changed how
businesses of all sizes operate.

The federal government has set aside
funds to help businesses as part of the
coronavirus relief package, which includes
$670 billion for forgivable loans to small
businesses.

On March 20, Illinois implemented a
stay-at-home order. Garden centers could
operate under the order if they provided
delivery or curbside pickup, according to
the Illinois Dept. of Commerce and Eco-
nomic Opportunity. Garden centers were
allowed to reopen May 1 to customers as
long as they adhere to social distancing
guidelines.

Fertile’s receives 55% of its business
from landscaping, 35% from retail and
10% from trade. Under the state order,
landscaping services were deemed essen-
tial and so Fertile did not close. The center
is located outside, so customers were able
to pick products while social distancing,
Brandstetter said. Although many custom-
ers didn’t realize Fertile was still open.

“When everything opened on the first
[of May], there were so many people who
came out to shop,” Brandstetter said.

Walter Knoll, a 66-year-old from Ros-
coe Village, visits Fertile every spring to
see what products it has and feels it’s more
personal than a big box store such as Home
Depot, he said.

“There’s never any pressure to buy, it’s
a nice place to just walk by and see some
beautiful plants and greenery,” Knoll said.

The clientele of the garden center is re-
flective of the neighborhood. Brandstetter
said the typical demographic of customers
is families with young children, but amid
the pandemic Fertile is seeing more people
in their 20s.

“I’'m hearing a lot of garden centers re-
porting a large number of new customers,
people that have never gardened before, a
lot of young customers,” said Danny Sum-
mers, managing director at The Garden
Center Group, a garden center advisory
company.

There has been an unexpected demand
for vegetable plants, which took Brand-
stetter by surprise.

“I had to call four nurseries today to try
to get vegetables because the guy who I al-
ways buy vegetables from every year has
sold his out,” Brandstetter said.

When Brandstetter finally reached
someone, she was told the price for a mini-
mum order of vegetable plants would nor-
mally be $1,500, but in the current climate
it would be $3,000.

Securing vegetable plants in the first
weeks of the pandemic was a challenge
because suppliers didn’t anticipate the de-
mand, but supply is now catching up, Sum-
mers said.

Many people in Chicago don’t have a

lot of space and come to Fertile looking to
do container gardening, Brandstetter said.
Annuals, plants that flower and die in one
season, are one of Fertile’s most popular
products because they’re perfect for con-
tainer gardening, she said.

“Normally people would start picking
things up in early April and this year they
didn’t, they put everything off till prob-
ably the third week or fourth week of April
when there was some information about
garden centers being open,” said Dick Ooy-
kaas, owner of Green Glen Nursery Inc., a
landscaping and garden center wholesale
supplier.

For garden centers that couldn’t operate
during March and April, wholesale sup-
pliers had to dispose of their spring annu-
als because they only last for one season,
Brandstetter said.

Fertile typically operates with 10 mem-
bers of staff but currently has seven, Brand-
stetter said. Fertile has seen significant de-
mand for landscaping services but as it gets
busier, she expects people may have to wait
a few weeks because of demand and mini-
mal staff, she said.

The garden center faces another chal-
lenge in managing customer numbers. Pre-
crisis, Brandstetter said she would expect
high traffic on weekends for retail and high
traffic on weekdays for landscaping. So far,
this pattern has remained consistent amid
the pandemic, she said.

Garden centers must try to spread out
customers, who would typically visit on a
weekend or during a major holiday, more
evenly across the week by encouraging
them to come at other times to help man-
age social distancing, Summers said.

Despite the challenges many small busi-
nesses are facing amid the pandemic, Fer-
tile is in a financially stable position. The
couple didn’t need to apply for a small
business loan and could rely on their eq-
uity line of credit if faced with any funding
challenges, Brandstetter said.

In the first four years of running Fertile,
Brandstetter saw growth in sales but in re-
cent years sales have remained steady. Last
year, Fertile had sales of about $1 million,
Brandstetter said. She expects sales to re-
main the same this year but emphasizes it’s
hard to tell when it’s so early in the season,
she said.

“I think the pandemic has created a de-
sire for people to get outside,” Brandstetter
said. “So, I think if anything we’re one of
the really fortunate businesses that people
are going to really embrace while they have
to stay at home.”

Many garden centers across the U.S.
share similar optimism, Summers said.
This is in contrast to the general feeling
among small businesses. The National
Federation of Small Businesses’ optimism
index has fallen 13.6 points over the course
of March and April.



