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By Steven Dahlman
Loop North News

The Chicago Police Dept. 
[CPD] has announced command 
staff promotions aimed at en-
hancing public safety across the 
city.

Supt. Larry Snelling intro-
duced Lieutenant Ricky Rivera 
as the new Commander of the 
14th Shakespeare District, Lieut. 
Thomas Hanrahan as Acting 
Commander of the 16th Jefferson 
Park District, and Captain Chris-
topher Bielfeldt as Commander of 
the 18th Near North District.

The 18th Near North District 
encompasses the area south of 
Fullerton Ave., between the Chi-

cago River and Lake Michigan. 
This includes several neighbor-
hoods, such as most 
of Lincoln Park, Old 
Town, the Gold Coast, 
Streeterville, River 
North, River East and 
sites like Navy Pier, 
Michigan Ave., the 
Jardine Water Filtra-
tion Plant, and much 
of southern portion of 
Lincoln Park and the 
Zoo.

Bielfeldt has been 
with CPD for 26 years, previously 
overseeing operations at Midway 
Airport and serving in various di-
visions. He was also a Captain in 
the 17th Albany Park District and 

worked with the Bureau of De-
tectives on re-opening Area Four 

and Area Five detec-
tive divisions.

“Their depth of 
experience and the 
expertise they have 
gained throughout 
their careers have 
equipped them for 
these roles,” said Snel-
ling of the three new 
commanders. “Each 
have demonstrated a 
clear commitment to 

making our city safer for every 
Chicagoan.”

Bielfeldt replaces Michael Barz, 
who commanded the 18th District 
since June 16, 2023.

New commander announced  
for Near North police district

The former Harris Trust & 
Savings Bank complex, 111 W. 
Monroe St. in the Loop would be 
designated as an official Chicago 
landmark under a proposal intro-
duced to City Council May 21.

Comprised of a Classical Re-
vival building constructed in 1911 
and a modern east tower added 
in 1960 and designed by Walter 
Netsch, the complex reflects the 
Loop’s growth as a financial cen-
ter during the 20th century.

The landmark designation 
would protect all exterior eleva-
tions of the property, as well as 
the bas relief bronze lion sculp-

tures on the facade of the 1911 
building.

In conjunction with the desig-
nation, the site is proposed for a 
Cook County Class L property 
tax incentive valued at $19.4 mil-
lion over the next 12 years. 

City Council previously ap-
proved a planned $179.2 million 
adaptive reuse project for 111 
W. Monroe that would convert 
315,000 square feet of office 
space to create 345 mixed-income 
residences, part of a City initiative 
to repurpose underutilized high-
rises on the LaSalle corridor, that 
had been vacated by the former 
financial industry users that once 
lined LaSalle St.

Loop’s Harris Trust & Savings Bank 
building proposed  

for Landmark status
Tax rebate proposed

It takes less time to do a thing right, 
than it does to explain  
why you did it wrong.

— Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

By Adriana Foustanou

Washington Square Park has 
announced a plan of being closed 
for several months, beginning fall 
of 2025. Those plans have been 
revised by residents, based on 
concerns about access, transpar-
ency, and community disruption. 

On March 31, in a letter request 
from the Washington Square Park 
Advisory Council [WSPAC], sub-
mitted by Advisory Council Pres-
ident John Phillips, the original 
proposal called for full aeration 
and reseeding of the park’s lawn 

from Fall 2025 through Winter 
2026, as well as the removal of 
the eastern gate along Dearborn 
to improve accessibility.

In response, Ald. Brian Hop-
kins [2nd] formally endorsed the 
proposal in a letter dated on April 
7, writing: 

“I am in full support of these 
requests. My office will coordi-
nate with WSPAC, and the Chica-
go Park District, to ensure action 
is taken on them.”

Hopkins letter confirms sup-
port of full closure of Washington 
Park, with no mention of a phased 

implementation. The proposal 
drew backlash from neighbors 
during the community meeting 
held on May 15, with concerns 
centered on lack of public engage-
ment and disruption of the daily 
use of the park, especially for dog 
owners and families.

Following that feedback, a re-
vised plan was adopted at the 
meeting, suggesting the park 
would be now reseeded in phas-
es, allowing partial access and 
while work will be completed in 

Neighbors request city to revise 
Washington Square Park closure plan

closure see p. 16

On May 21, the City of Chicago 
hosted a public ceremony honor-
ing Purple Heart Veterans, recog-
nizing the City’s official designa-
tion as a Purple Heart City. “This 
designation reaffirms our city’s 
commitment to remember and 
honor the price paid by so many,” 
said Kevin Barszcz, Director of 
the Mayor’s Office of Veterans 
Affairs.

The city has also unveiled Pur-
ple Heart City street signs at City 
Hall [above] and near the site of 

Old Fort Dearborn adjacent to the 
river on Wacker Dr. and Michi-
gan Ave.

The Purple Heart City designa-
tion is part of a national initiative 
led by the Military Order of the 
Purple Heart, a veteran service 
organization dedicated to recog-
nizing U.S. military personnel 
wounded or killed in combat. The 
program highlights municipalities 
that demonstrate ongoing support 
and appreciation for Purple Heart 
recipients and their families.

Purple Heart City

A plan to construct a new 23-
story, 176-unit apartment tower 
on the banks of the Chicago River 
adjacent to Goose Island on May 
21 received final approval from 
City Council.

Developers ZSD Corp. and 
Structured Development plan to 
erect a 272-unit development at 
1333 N. Kingsbury St. near the 
intersection of Division and Hal-
sted streets.

The site is currently a surface 
parking lot. The building’s second 
through sixth floors will serve as 

Riverfront Kingbury apartment Tower moving 
forward; Briar St. Theater to become apartments

Apartment tower at 1333 N. Kingsbury St. (at center in black).

off- street tenant parking.

Blue Man 
Meanwhile in Boystown, plans 
have been announced for con-
verting a former theater property 
into residential units at the Briar 
Street Theater, 3133 N. Halsted 
St. The building most recently 
hosted a three-decade residency 
of the Blue Man Group. 

Originally built in 1901 by 
Marshall Field’s as a stable for the 
company’s horses, the building 
later housed a moving and storage 

company before being purchased 
by local resident Walter Topel 
for his production company. It 
was eventually converted into a 
theater in the 1990s and quickly 
leased to the Blue Man Group.

Now, JAB Real Estate is hoping 
to purchase the property and con-
vert it into an apartment building. 
While the property will house 66 
new units, it will only have 14 off-
street parking space.

One 1,200-square-foot retail 
space will be created at the street 
corner.

Christopher Bielfeldt

After second late-night shooting,  
alderman wants  

a ‘more coordinated strategy’  
for handling River North nightlife crowds,         
                                                         page 16

The former Harris Trust & Savings Bank building, 111 W. Monroe.

The Purple Heart City designation is part of a national initiative led by the 
Military Order of the Purple Heart.
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The meaning of life is as close as some buttermilk,  
raisins, caraway seeds and crunchy fresh baked crusts

As humans we repeat the cir-
cle of nourishment continuously 
throughout our day, ending the 
yearnings from hunger. Our abil-
ity to quiet the need to be filled, 
means most of us never know the 
real reach of human hunger. 

When hungry, choices include 
waiting for something we crave, 
or sacrifice to fit our tight ‘skin-
ny’ jeans.

In our plentitude, food not only 
brings restorative satisfaction, it 
can bring delight and harmony. 
Whether it is rugged, refined, 
complex or simple. 

The concoction of food is a 
major element of life in the post-
modern age. The quality and va-
riety of food has altered the cre-
ation and abilities of efforts in our 
kitchens. Cooking is a singular 
pursuit filled with reason, intel-
ligence, imagination and creative 
ability. It ties us to the past, his-

best of all garlic breads.  
These are all dishes rooted in 

classic food history. So I continue 
to shape and devise my cook-
ery book. I hope it will eventu-
ally give a fresh understanding 
of such books occu-
pying an important 
place, as well, in po-
etry and verse. Or the 
literature and tales 
of other days and 
other cultures.  From 
looking at the people 
who invented cheese, 
smoked salmon, and 
brined turkey, to the 
people who cher-
ished every detail of 
the process. Remem-
bering the tastiest meals from 
inventive chefs in great cities of 
the world - Chicago included. In 
favorite bistros, trattorias, coun-
try inns and glamorous hotels. 
Cookery books should be about 
discovering the ascetic value of 
favorite foods.

Recently, my sister, Mary  
Regina’s arrival at my house for 
dinner heralded the arrival of the 
family “scones.” Actually they’re 
more of a yeasty muffin. Always 
a familial and historic addition to 
our family dinners that cannot be 
measured in mere human propor-
tions. Cuz to me it always marks 
a cosmic moment. The chance to 
sample a long-standing part of 
our family’s heritage. What, as an 
arrogant teen, I took for granted 
with disdainful cynicism. But 
now in my mature years I rec-
ognize in culinary and cultural 
proportions that leave me grateful 
and pampered. 

Mary Regina has remained 
very faithful to the simple Irish 
recipe by which our grandmother, 
Nora O’Connor, baked her supply 
of daily bread. No store-bought 
substitutions for her. She pre-
ferred the real stuff. Bread mixed, 
kneaded, rolled out and rising in 

torically. Favorite foods from 
childhood. Longed-for meals of 
memory, enhanced perhaps by 
parents and ancestors skilled in 
the kitchen. 

We are a nation filled with 
citizen cooks adept at oven and 
stove. Filling memories and tum-
mies with the meals that please. 
Reminders from another era of 
life. A more languid period of 
appreciation of foods and cus-
toms. When families actually ate 
together, relishing their ability 
to share a table. With stunning 
family recipes and the expansive 
human embrace of happy dinners 
nourishing not only the body, but 
the soul. 

As I continue to work away at 
what I call “a cookery book,” I 
am certain such a book might en-
hance such needs still.

For all the rush and mayhem of 
everyday life, the establishment 
of an eating custom is one richly 
necessary to sustain the bonds of 
family and friendship. Meals are 
opportunities to share deeply per-
sonal moments of time. Our re-
sourcefulness can allow them to 
deepen the bonds of human com-
panionship and family vitality. 

We believe that around such ta-
bles real human health is restored. 
Where it happens, restorative life 
is unleashed. Whether in the fam-
ily home or in small apartments. 
Wherever the fire is lit. The oven 
is hot. The kitchen is warm and 
the table is welcoming, with room 
for all. 

Accompanied by the ability 
to boil water. Cook pasta. Slice 
some good bread and open a nice 
bottle of wine. 

The menu need not be complex. 
A plate of stew and a garden fresh 
salad. With house-made dressing, 

as simple as balsamic vinegar and 
olive oil. 

In such moments of civility we 
discover the importance of the 
food we share. And the scope of 
our cooking abilities. Without 
much complexity, that ability 
just needs to be nudged. It will 
surprisingly grow. With calm pa-
tience. Aptitude. Utilizing basic 
skills, and a commitment to take 
the time needed to make cook-
ery a rational and reasoned part 
of life. Not just grilling steaks 
with an hour free. But enhancing 
your menu with treasured sauces. 
Timeless classics. Romantic plat-
ters of savory favorites. Roasting 
more. Sautéing more creatively. 
Baking more fruit. Making more 
historic meat pies. Using fresh 
herbs. 

Balancing the menu for your-
self begins with better grocery 
shopping, kitchen organizing and 
letting the world of food enwrap 
you. 

Oh yeah, buying better wines. 
Or even more, know the wines 
you buy. 

Cookery is fun. Concocting. 
Enchanting. What works with 
what? What compliments what? 
It’s even intellectually challeng-
ing. It lets you concoct that meal 
you ate in Venice, in the comfort 
of your own kitchen. Or make the 
Irish soda bread you remember 
your grandmother making when 
you were a child. 
So why not discover the outra-

geous drama of making your own 
fabulous French onion soup? This 
should keep your children coming 
back to the table with smiles on 
their faces, without their phones. 

Imagine when you take the 
time to concoct a scrumptious 
Chicken Cacciatore, classic Boeuf 
Bourguignon or a pork and mush-
room pie with  roasted gingered 
carrots. 

What amazing meals you can 
easily prepare. Not to mention the 
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the warmth of her kitchen. Bread 
sweet and delectable right out of 
the oven, usually with someone 
waiting for it to cool down enough 
so the rich butter would just ooze 
its way into your mouth.

These are thoughts that shape 
the memory of days gone by and 
galvanize nostalgic traditions, 
tastes and a sense of appreciation 
for the past. 

Who knew the meaning of 
life was as close as some butter-
milk, raisins, caraway seeds and 
crunchy fresh baked crusts?

HOME GROWN HATE: 
Ald. Debra Silverstein [50th] is 
suddenly our “It” girl, with her 
strong statement against hate. “I 
am deeply concerned to learn that 
the attacker came from Chicago. 
I am horrified by the antisemitic 
terrorist attack outside the Capital 
Jewish Museum in Washington 
D.C. My deepest sympathies are 
with the victims, their families, 
and the entire Jewish and Israeli 
communities as they deal with 

the aftermath of this 
horrific attack. I call 
on Mayor Johnson 
and our leadership 
in Chicago to take 
real action to protect 
our Jewish residents. 
Statements con-
demning antisemi-
tism are not enough. 
Thoughts and prayers 
are not enough. We 
need action, and we 
need it now. Anti-

Jewish hate is at an all-time high 
in the City of Chicago, and now 
is the time to take a public stand. 
Highlighting the rich and unique 
Jewish culture and the contribu-
tions of Jewish Americans to the 
United States is one of the great-
est ways to combat the rising wave 
of antisemitism.”

buttermilk see p. 12
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Ald. Debra Silverstein

This writer’s grandmother baked her own supply of daily bread. She  
preferred bread mixed, kneaded, rolled out and rising in the warmth of her 
own kitchen.
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Everyone is concerned about housing 
now, particularly on the North Side. While 
many fret, others are doing something 
about it.
Northside Community Resources [NCR] 

and its housing counseling subsidiary 
Northside Community Development Cor-
poration [NCDC], in collaboration with Il-
linois State Sen. Mike Simmons [7th] and 
Ald. Angela Clay [46th], have announce 
their 13th Annual Northside Housing Fair, 
a housing resource event that is free and 
open to the public. 

The event will take place 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, June 14, at Truman College, 1145 
W. Wilson. 

The Fair is an annual event where nu-
merous government, nonprofit and private 
housing-related organizations come togeth-
er under one roof to provide information 
and resources on “all things housing.” The 
event offers access to an array of resources 
and insights into housing opportunities and 
free housing counseling services available 
to tenants, future homebuyers and home-
owners in the city of Chicago and beyond. 

Attendees can speak with HUD ap-
proved housing counselors, mortgage lend-
ers, realtors, home inspectors, and even 
local government agencies to learn more 
about housing resources. Attendees can 
also participate in workshops and find 
access to vital information about diverse 
housing resources and assistance programs 
available to the public. 

Key fair highlights include: 
• Over 32 exhibitors comprising of real 

estate agents, mortgage lenders, non-profit 
housing and pro bono legal organizations, 
as well as local and state government agen-
cies. 
• Attendees can participate in workshops 

covering essential topics such as “Credit & 
Home-buying 101” and “Tenant’s Rights & 
Fair Housing.” 
• The event will offer translation servic-

es in multiple languages besides English, 

including Spanish, Arabic, Polish, Arabic, 
Hindi, Gujarati and A merican Sign Lan-
guage. 
• Guests will enjoy free admission to the 

fair along with complimentary parking in 
Truman’s parking garage. Truman College 
is located next to the Wilson Redline CTA 
stop, and there are bus stops located in 
front of the college, which make it conve-
nient and accessible for all attendees. 
•  Attendees can schedule one-on-one 

consultations with housing experts 
• A ccess a wealth of free resources 

aimed at homeowners, renters, and hous-
ing providers. 
•  Engage with reputable lenders to ex-

plore mortgage products and refinancing 
options. 
• Discover available down payment as-

sistance programs tailored for first-time 
home buyers, easing the financial burden 
of purchasing a home. 
• Gain insights into resources and assis-

tance programs designed to support fami-
lies at risk of foreclosure, providing vital 
support during challenging times. 
• Attendees have the chance to win priz-

es in multiple giveaways throughout the 
event. 
NCR was established in 1952 as the Rog-

ers Park Community Council, and has a rich 
history of serving and strengthening com-
munities across Chicago’s diverse North 
Side populations. A s a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organization, it offers a spectrum of free 
services including rental housing counsel-
ing, senior services, multicultural resource 
programs, and fair housing advocacy. 
NCDC is a 25+ year old 501(c)3 HUD 

approved housing counseling agency that 
provides first time homebuyer counseling, 
foreclosure prevention counseling, and em-
ployer assisted housing. For more informa-
tion contact Chris Zala, Executive Direc-
tor, at 773-338-7722 Ext. 22 or via email 
chris@northsidecr.org.

Northside Community Resources returns  
to Truman College for 13th annual housing fair

By Sofie Kellar

Illinois State Sen. Sarah Feigenholtz 
[6th] spoke on a webinar May 22 to ad-
dress severe funding issues with public 
transportation in Illinois. She was joined 
by Rep. Ann M. Williams [11th] and Chair 
of the Transportation, Sen. Ram Villiva-
lam [8th]. 

“We are definitely facing an urgent chal-
lenge,” said Sen. Feigenholtz. “Our office 
has received over a thousand emails.”
She said that 40% of the residents in her 

district rely on public transportation as 
their primary form of transit, but the effi-
ciency, use and safety of public transit has 
declined sharply since the pandemic.

Real or imagined, the fear of criminal 
activity is keeping many riders off trains 
and buses, to the benefit of ride share ser-
vices. 

Indeed the options are stark, and the 
problem has now been punted down to 
Springfield, where there is no clear path to 
funding the current level of services. It’s a 
problem that nobody in city, state or fed-
eral government really wants.

What local public transportation users 
may soon own is a dire mix of fair increas-
es, new transportation taxes, service cuts 
and reduced overhead.

Part of the problems cultural, in that 
the work-at-home trend has left the North 
Side’s public transportation systems lightly 
used. 

Improving the efficiency, accessibility, 
and safety of public transit relies on in-
creasing ridership across the region, ex-

plained Sen. Villivalam. 
Local public officials have mostly ig-

nored known problems. Instead they’ve 
gone begging for a state to bail out, now 
that federal pandemic funds have dried up.
Systemic inefficiences exist in all bu-

reaucratic organizations and they certainly 
plague the current public transportation 
system. 

“We have four agencies—RTA, CTA, 
Metra, and PACE—and we have 21 dif-
ferent appointing authorities to appoint 47 
different people to all of these boards,” he 
said. “That leaves a structure where every-
body is accountable and no one is account-
able.” And everyone gets pay and benefits 
that cost real money.

While federal funding for Chicago tran-
sit has screeched to a stop, the screeching 
over crashing budgets continues in City 
Hall and the Statehouse. 

Proposed solutions include the Metro-
politan Mobility Act (Senate Bill 5), which 
emphasizes public funding and a central 
authority for transit. Senate Bill 1938 also 
“empowers a central authority to make 
decisions as it relates to fair policy, to ser-
vice planning, capital planning, customer 
service, safety, all the issues that we care 
about.”

“We’re going to introduce a bill, or a 
merged version of both bills,” said Sen. 
Villivalam.

CTA, Metra, and PACE will answer to 
a central authority. For riders, this means 
using one app or ticket instead of multi-

State officials offer stark 
‘urgent challenge’ during 

public transit funding meeting

funding see p. 4
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by Don DeBat

The 
Home 
Front

Assessment cuts on commercial property raise home taxes

Thousands of Chicago and 
Cook County homeowners soon 
may feel the tax bite caused by 
empty offices and sinking com-
mercial real estate values down-
town.

According to Cook County As-
sessor Fritz K aegi, many North 
Side Chicago homeowners could 
see their property taxes increase 
this year because residential prop-
erty took on a greater share of the 
city’s tax burden after appeals for 
the 2024 reassessment cycle were 
finalized at the Cook County 
Board of Review [CCBR].

When the Cook County As-
sessor’s Office completed its tri-
ennial reassessment of Chicago 
in 2024, total assessed value in-

creased $5.4 billion. Residential 
values set by the Assessor’s of-
fice decreased by 1% in all town-
ships except Lake View and West 
Chicago, where they decreased 
by 2%.

“Because the total value of 
non-residential and commercial 
property in Chicago increased 
slightly more than residential val-
ue, homeowners saw their share 
of assessed value decrease from 
51% to 49%,” Kaegi explained.

“This could have reduced ho-
meowners’ share of the property 
tax burden,” Kaegi said. “Howev-
er, the Assessor’s Office is not the 
final word on a property’s taxable 
value.”

The CCBR, a separate office 
within the property tax system, 
has the final authority to alter as-
sessments appealed to their office 
before tax bills are calculated, 
Kaegi said.

However, this year, the CCBR 
cut commercial property values 
in Chicago by 17%, or a whop-
ping $4.3 billion in assessed val-
ue. By contrast, the CCBR only 

decreased residential property 
values by 1%, or $0.4 billion.

These commercial cuts by the 
CCBR mean that homeowners 
saw their share of assessed value–
which correlates with the overall 
property tax burden–jump to 54% 
from 49% under the A ssessor’s 
assessments.
For the Class 5A properties that 

make up the majority of commer-
cial property in Chicago–such as 
office buildings, retail stores, and 
hotels–total assessed value at the 
end of the 2024 reassessment and 
appeals cycle was $14.3 billion. 
This was lower than the $14.4 
billion value of these properties 
when the reassessment cycle be-
gan.

While the Assessor’s office 
increased the value of Class 5A 
property by 21% initially, the 
CCBR reduced values for prop-
erties in this class that appealed 
their assessments by more than 
$3 billion.

This burden-shifting is not 
new,” said Kaegi about the on-
going battle between his office 
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773-216-5900

Concrete Work
 Sidewalks • Driveways
 Stairs • Garage
 Floors • Patios

3501 N. Western Ave.
Across from Lane Tech H.S.

45 years in Business

773-528-2212FREE
DISK BRAKE INSPECTION

What’s it going to cost you? Because brake 
systems are complex, no one can estimate service 
cost without a thorough inspection and estimate 
for the parts and labor needed to do the job right.

Your brake inspection is absolutely FREE!  
NO CHARGE - NO OBLIGATION

Expires August 31,2025

$9.99 
TIRE ROTATION &  

VEHICLE INSPECTION
Includes: Tire Rotation, Front End Inspection,  

Belts & Hoses Check, Brake System Inspection, 
Fluids Check, Engine Performance Check,  
Charging System Check, Battery Check.

Expires August 31,2025

OIL, LUBE & FILTER

Synthetic (where applicable), new filter & up to  
5 quarts major brand of oil (brands vary).  
Most cars. Special diesel oil & filter extra.  

Call for appointment. No other discounts apply. 
Full synthetic add $30.
Expires August 31,2025

$39.99

$10 OFF 
on $100 to $200 purchase

$20 OFF 
on $201 to $300 purchase

$25 OFF 
on purchase over $301
Expires August 31,2025

4 TIRES
$269.00 

13”, 14”, 15” sized tires.  
Plus mounting, balance and tax.
Expires September 30, 2022

4 TIRES
$289.00 

16” and 17” sized tires.  
Plus mounting, balance and tax.

Expires August 31,2025

$10 OFF
ALL WHEEL ALIGNMENTS

Expires August 31,2025

www.lucastire.com

We feature Miele and ORECK  
and service all makes & models

2646 N. Lincoln Ave., Chicago
773-348-4500

148 N. Oak Park Ave., Oak Park
708-660-9800

2 Locations!

Open 7 Days   All Major Credit Cards Accepted

CityHome
Vacuums & More

MENTION THIS AD  
to receive 10% OFF on your order

www.cityhomevacuum.com

The largest assessment reductions by the Board of Review for commercial properties came in three townships 
that cover Chicago’s downtown—North Chicago, South Chicago and West Chicago.

CHART WITH BAT1537

BOARD OF REVIEW APPEAL CHANGES BY TOWNSHIP
Chicago Township Assessed Value Change Percentage change
South Chicago -$1.6 billion -21%
North Chicago -$1.1 billion -19%
West Chicago -$0.8 billion -15%
Lake View -$0.3 billion -14%
Lake -$0.2 billion -13%
Jefferson -$0.2 billion -13%
Hyde Park -$0.2 billion -13%

The largest assessment reductions by the Board of Review for commercial 
properties came in three townships that cover Chicago’s downtown—North 
Chicago, South Chicago and West Chicago. and the Board of Appeals. “Dur-

ing the last Chicago reassessment 
in 2021, residential properties 
made up 53% of citywide as-
sessed value after appeals to the 
Board of Review were finalized, 
in large part due to $6.2 billion in 
cuts for commercial properties on 
appeal.”

In the intervening years, reas-
sessments in the suburbs of Cook 
County have also seen the tax 
burden shift onto homeowners. A 
recent study from the Cook Coun-
ty Treasurer’s Office showed that 
homeowners in Cook County saw 
nearly $2 billion added to tax bills 
over a period of three years after 
“businesses found particular suc-
cess appealing to the CCBR.”

Chicago’s total assessed value, 
a proxy for its tax base, could have 
grown 22%, or $9 billion, under 
the Assessor’s values. After the 
CCBR’s appeals were finalized, 
the tax base instead increased by 
11%, or $4.4 billion.

The largest reductions from the 
CCBR for commercial proper-
ties, both by percentage and As-

sessed Value, came in the three 
townships that cover Chicago’s 
downtown: North Chicago, South 
Chicago, and West Chicago.

More detailed data on these 
changes is available at the  Data 
Dashboards  on the Assessor’s 
Office website or  https://www.
cookcountyassessor.com/dash-
board  and  https://www.cook-
countyassessor.com/data-dash-
board-municipalities. 

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat 
is co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.

ple. “We did have federal funding 
that was able to assist through the 
pandemic, and that is now being 
eliminated.”
Nikolas Merten, policy analyst 

at Chicago Metropolitan Agency 
for Planning [CMAP], addressed 
the budget gap in more detail. 

The budget deficit amounts to 
17%, (estimated $771 million) 
which, he said, would result in 
30%–40% drop in service, due to 
the fixed expenses. 

This means that “more than “20 
neighborhoods and six suburban 
communities could soon be los-
ing access” to some public trans-
portation, and “more than 150 bus 
routes would be cut across the re-
gion,” said Merten. 

To combat this, the Illinois Gen-
eral Assembly directed CMAP to 
complete an innovative report. 
“We produced tons of subreports 
and analyses to really dig into the 
core issues facing our transit sys-
tem and how to resolve them in a 
durable way,” said Merten.

Highlights of the report include 
improving transit beyond pre-
pandemic levels while maintain-
ing financial stability. 

“First we need to solve the bud-
get gap; then money will go to-
wards improving the transit sys-
tem,” he said.

Covering this gap will rely on 
the transit agencies themselves 
cutting spending and overhead 
costs, increased riders’ fare, re-
gional taxpayers, and the state 
of Illinois to match sales tax and 
raise transportation fees. 

Certainly the future will also 
include advanced use of robot-
ics, AI and driverless vehicles to 
lower labor costs. 

Transit-oriented development 
will also “help the whole ecosys-
tem,” claimed Sen. Feigenholtz, of 
the concept of piling people who 
do not own cars into high-density 
buildings near train stations and 
bus lines. The more riders, the 
better the transit, she said. 

“That’s the vision,” she said. 
“Bringing the walls of these silos 
down, and increased accessibility 
to transit.”

But the consumer is fickle, and 
many are choosing to work from 
home, eliminating the need to use 
public transportation. While oth-
ers will choose to use private ve-
hicles and/or ride share services 
over trains and buses. In the end, 
cutting back on service and over-
head may only hasten the move 
- already underway - away from 
public transportation into more 
private travel.

funding from p. 3
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Need help now?

Contact us today.
773-433-1801 | theadmiral.org

A new address.  
�e old neighborhood.

RETIRE IN THE CITY YOU LOVE!

Let’s face it, Chicago and Illinois have 
a spending problem, and that money has 
to come from somewhere. For almost ev-
ery North Side resident, whether they be 
a property owner or renter, after income 
taxes, the foremost burden we all share is 
the property tax levy. 

Many Chicago homeowners could see 
their property taxes increase this year, as 
residential property took on a greater share 
of the city’s tax burden after appeals for the 
2024 reassessment cycle were finalized at 
the Cook County Board of Review. 

When the Cook County Assessor’s Of-
fice [CCAO] completed its triennial reas-
sessment of Chicago in 2024, total assessed 
value increased $5.4 billion.

Because the total value of non-residen-
tial and commercial property in Chicago 
increased slightly more than residential 
value, homeowners saw their share of as-
sessed value decrease from 51% to 49%. 
This could have reduced homeowners’ 
share of the property tax burden.

However, the CCAO is not the final word 
on a property’s taxable value. The Cook 
County Board of Review [BOR] , a sepa-
rate office within the property tax system, 
has the final authority to alter assessments 
appealed to their office before tax bills are 
calculated.

This year, the BOR cut commercial 
property values in Chicago by 17%, or $4.3 
billion in assessed value. By contrast, the 
BOR only decreased residential property 
values by 1%, or $0.4 billion.

More detailed data on these changes is 
available at the Data Dashboards on the 
CCAO website or www.cookcountyasses-
sor.com/dashboard. 

These commercial cuts by the BOR 
meant that homeowners saw their share of 
assessed value – which correlates with the 
overall property tax burden – jump to 54% 
from 49% under the CCAO’s assessments.
For the Class 5A  properties that make 

up the majority of commercial property in 

Homeowners see tax burden increase after appeals finish
Commercial values cut  
by $4.3 billion

Chicago – such as office buildings, retail 
stores, and hotels – total assessed value 
at the end of the 2024 reassessment and 
appeals cycle was $14.3 billion. This was 
lower than the $14.4 billion value of these 
properties when the reassessment cycle be-
gan.

While the CCAO’s increased the value 
of Class 5A property by 21% initially, the 
BOR reduced values for properties in this 
class that appealed their assessments by 
more than $3 billion.

This burden-shifting is not new. Dur-
ing the last Chicago reassessment in 2021, 
residential properties made up 53% of city-
wide assessed value after appeals to the 
BOR were finalized, in large part due to 
$6.2 billion in cuts for commercial proper-
ties on appeal.

In the intervening years, reassessments 
in the suburbs of Cook County have also 
seen the tax burden shift onto homeown-
ers. A recent study from the Cook County 
Treasurer’s Office showed that homeown-
ers in Cook County saw nearly $2 billion 
added to tax bills over a period of 3 years 
after “businesses found particular success 
appealing to the BOR.”

Board of Review appeal shifts
• Chicago’s total assessed value, a proxy 

for its tax base, could have grown 22%, or 
$9 billion, under the CCAO’s values. After 
the BOR’s appeals were finalized, the tax 
base instead increased by 11%, or $4.4 bil-
lion.

• The largest reductions from the BOR 
for commercial properties, both by percent-
age and Assessed Value, came in the three 
townships that cover Chicago’s downtown: 
North Chicago, South Chicago, and West 
Chicago.
On the North Side, North Chicago 

Township was down 19% (-$1.1 billion), 
Lake View Township was down 14% ($300 
million), while Rogers Park Township was 
down $100 million.

The major property classes with the 
largest percentage reductions were Class 
5B Industrial (22% reduction) and Class 
5A  Commercial (17% reduction). The 
major property classes with the largest 
assessed value reductions were Class 5A 
commercial ($3.0 billion reduction) and 
Class 3 Large Multi-Family ($0.6 billion 
reduction).

Residential values set by the CCAO 
decreased by 1% in all townships except 
Lake View and West Chicago, where they 
decreased by 2%.

Residential properties made up 51% of 
the city’s share of assessed value before the 
2024 reassessment. This increased to 54% 
after the BOR’s appeals were finalized.

There is currently no mechanism in 
place to protect Cook County homeowners 
who experience significant property tax 
increases.

According to recent data released by 
the CCAO, 240,000 households in Cook 
County have recently seen their tax bills 
spike by 25% or more in a single year.

The CCAO has worked on state legisla-
tion to create a property tax relief initiative 
for homeowners. This “circuit breaker” 
program would provide relief to qualifying 
homeowners with a 25% bill spike. Cred-
its given to homeowners would cover up to 
half of the tax bill increase.

The Circuit Breaker Property Tax Re-
lief Act was filed in the Illinois Senate as 
SB1978 by Sen. Patrick Joyce [40th] and 
in the House as HB3808 by Rep. Justin 
Slaughter [27th].

Chicago: Percentage share of total assessed value

4418 N. Kedzie Ave. 
Closed Sundays

www.autorepair-4less.com

773-880-0144
ONE-YEAR OR 12,000 MILE

GUARANTEE ON ALL WORK

Complete
Body Shop Service

Brakes • Tires 
Emissions Repairs

Tune-Ups  
Transmission Repairs

Foreign & Domestic 
Light Trucks

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL
$3999 $6999

Synthetic Blend Full Synthetic

Includes Oil & Filter,  
23-Point Inspection and  

Air Pressure Check

Exp. Dec. 31, 2025

$25 $50 $75
OFF OFF OFF

FREE BRAKE  
CHECK

Check Brake Pads,  
Rotor Surface, Brake Fluid 

and Brake Components
Exp. Dec. 31, 2025

Fall Discounts

ANY SERVICE ANY SERVICE ANY SERVICE
 $200 $300 $750

Board of Education hosts  
in-person community meeting  

June 2 on CPS CEO search
The Chicago Board of Education is 

hosting an in-person community meet-
ing 6:30 to 8 p.m. Monday, June 2, at the 
Nettelhorst School, 3252 N. Broadway, 
to review their national search for the 
next Superintendent/CEO  of Chicago 
Public Schools.

Focus Groups and on-site interviews 
by representatives from Alma Advisory 
Group, the Board’s executive search 

partner, will visit select CPS locations to 
gather input from staff and community 
members on the next Superintendent.

Whether by attending a public  
forum, completing a survey, or  
sharing ideas, citizen opinion will help 
guide the search for a new CPS CEO. 
To take part in the survey vitas https://
surveys.zencity. io/chicago-board- 
of-education/1jKKoM/en?s=sd.

This burden-shifting is not 
new. During the last Chicago 
reassessment in 2021, residen-
tial properties made up 53% of 
citywide assessed value after 

appeals to the BOR were final-
ized, in large part due to $6.2 
billion in cuts for commercial 

properties on appeal.
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CALL 773-818-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave.

Sinks, Tubs, Toilets
Jacuzzis & Radiators

A-A  
SALVAGE
PLUMBING LIQUIDATION 

3000 N. Broadway
Call 773-348-5510 to arrange curbside pick-up

www.barryregentcleaners.com

Perfecting “The Art of Clean” since 1950

Optimized cleaning for each garment.  
We have a complete arsenal  
of three cleaning methods;  
two types of dry-cleaning  
PLUS aqua-cleaning.

By Jonathan Bilyk 
Cook County Record

Chicago City Hall has won 
clearance from a federal judge 
to move ahead in Cook County’s 
Democrat-stacked and famously 
plaintiff-friendly courts with a 
lawsuit seeking to extract a poten-
tially massive payout from oil and 
gas companies for allegedly “de-
ceiving” people and businesses 
into using oil and gas to heat and 
power their homes, cars, factories 
and other necessities of modern 
life.
On May 16, U.S. District Judge 

Franklin U. Valderrama ruled 
against a collection of petroleum 
companies, including Chevron 
and BP, and granted the city of 
Chicago’s request to send the 
case back to Cook County Circuit 
Court.

The city had initially filed the 
case in Cook County court in Feb. 
2024.

In that lawsuit, the city, joined 
by a collection of prominent trial 
lawyers, seeks to make Chevron, 
BP and other petroleum produc-
ers and distributors pay for alleg-
edly misleading consumers and 
the public for decades about the 
alleged climate altering affects 
of using oil and gas products in 
transportation and many other 
economic sectors.

The lawsuit claims so-called 
“climate change” has in turn led 
to more frequent bad weather 
events, such as floods, droughts 
and severe storms, among other 
alleged harms, costing the city 
large amounts of money to ad-
dress.

The Chicago lawsuit asserts 
this makes oil and gas use a “pub-
lic nuisance” by allegedly also 
contributing to racial and social 
“inequities” for the city’s low in-
come and minority communities.

The lawsuit particularly takes 
aim at what it calls “disinforma-
tion” from the oil companies, 
which the city claims has misled 
consumers into continuing to use 
the products for decades after the 
energy companies allegedly knew 
of the supposed harms caused by 
the use of their fuels.

“This successful climate de-
ception campaign had the pur-
pose and effect of inflating and 
sustaining the market for fossil 
fuels, which - in turn - drove up 
greenhouse gas emissions, ac-
celerated global warming, and 
brought about devastating climate 
change impacts to the city of Chi-
cago,” the city wrote in its lawsuit 
at the time.

The city’s lawsuit largely cop-
ies a path blazed by other local 
government lawsuits against the 
same energy companies, as well 
as by earlier litigation against to-
bacco companies, pharmaceutical 
companies and others who have 
supplied many of the products 
common to American life.

The city is joined in the action 
by trial lawyers from the firms 
of DiCello Levitt LLP, of Chica-
go, and Sher Edling LLP, of San 
Francisco.
The Sher Edling firm has also 

served as counsel on dozens of 
virtually identical climate-related 
lawsuits against the oil and gas 

Chicago ‘climate disinfo’ suit 
should be in Cook County court, 

not federal, judge says
industry throughout the country. 
Published reports indicate Sher 
Edling has received millions of 
dollars in funding from a dark 
money group backed by billion-
aires, known as the Collective 
Action Fund for Accountability, 
Resilience and Adaptation.” That 
funding has drawn scrutiny from 
members of Congress, who have 
noted it pays for the firm’s law-
suits on behalf of local govern-
ments aimed at bankrupting the 
nation’s oil and gas companies.

To date, those claims have met 
with mixed results in court, at 
best.

On May 16, for example, as 
Judge Valderrama was send-
ing Chicago’s case back to Cook 
County court, a judge in Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania, tossed a 
similar lawsuit brought by the 
Bucks County government and 
their hired trial lawyers against 
Exxon, Chevron and other energy 
companies.
In that ruling, Judge Stephen 

Corr said his court would “join a 
growing chorus of state and fed-
eral courts across the U.S., sing-
ing from the same hymnal, in 
concluding that the claims raised 
by Bucks County are not judicable 
by any court in Pennsylvania.”

While cases in Hawaii and 
Boulder, CO, have survived at-
tempts to snuff them out in the 
initial stages, judges in New York, 
Maryland, New Jersey and Dela-
ware have dismissed so-called 
“climate disinformation” suits as 
improper attempts to use lawsuits 
to regulate federally controlled 
emissions standards.

In Chicago, the oil and gas 
companies sought to remove the 
case from Cook County court to 
federal court. They also argued 
the lawsuit amounted to an il-
legal attempt by progressives at 
City Hall, including Mayor Bran-
don Johnson, to use state courts 
to force energy companies which 
operate globally and are regulat-
ed by federal law to comply with 
the political demands of anti-oil 
activists and politicians in the 
notoriously Democrat-dominated 
city of Chicago and state of Illi-
nois, and then pay large sums of 
money in the process for their al-
leged past transgressions.
“The scope of Plaintiff’s (Chi-

cago’s) theory is breathtaking — 
it seeks to regulate the sale of oil 
and gas anywhere in the world, 
including all past and otherwise 
lawful sales, including sales to 
the federal government,” the en-
ergy companies said in their pe-
tition in federal court, filed in 
April 2024. 

“Because Plaintiff challenges 
the extraction, sale, and con-
sumption of fossil fuels over the 
past several decades, the Com-
plaint necessarily calls into ques-
tion longstanding decisions by 
the federal government regard-
ing, among other things, national 
security, national energy policy, 
environmental protection, the 
maintenance of a national strate-
gic petroleum reserve program, 
development of energy resources 
on the United States’ outer con-
tinental shelf lands, mineral ex-
traction on federal lands (which 
has produced billions of dollars 

in revenue for the federal gov-
ernment), and the negotiation of 
international agreements bearing 
on the development and use of 
fossil fuels and the appropriate 
response to the problem of global 
climate change.”

After more than a year of pro-
ceedings over that dispute in fed-
eral court, Judge Valderrama sid-
ed with the city, sending the case 
back to Cook County court.

In his ruling, Valderrama noted 
the oil and gas companies have 
consistently failed throughout 
the rest of the country to bump 
local governments’ “climate dis-
information” lawsuits into federal 
court.

In this case, Valderrama simi-
larly rejected the companies’ 
attempts to argue federal regu-
lations, federal contracts and fed-
eral government directives con-
cerning the extraction of oil and 
production of fuels should mean 
the case belongs in federal court 
under the so-called “federal offi-
cer” theory.

The judge agreed with the city 
that the regulations and directives 
do not “demonstrate ... (the com-
panies were) closely controlled by 
the government, but rather dem-
onstrate ‘the story of a narrow 
business relationship’” which he 
said he and other courts “found 
to be insufficient” to hold up their 
“federal officer” theory claims.

Further, the judge agreed with 
the city that its lawsuit “does not 
take aim” at the companies’ “pro-
duction of fossil fuels.”

“Instead,   the   Com-
plaint   takes   issue   with   De-
fendants’   alleged   campaign of 
deception and misrepresenta-
tion in the 1980s of the dangers 
of fossil fuel vis-à-vis   the   en-
vironment.  The   fact   that  De-
fendants  acted  under   the   fed-
eral   government   by   op-
erating   and   manag-
ing   government-owned   and/
or  government-funded  petroleum  pro-
duction  facilities  is  of  no  im-
port.  

“... This case is about Defen-
dants’ alleged misrepresentations; 
not their work with or on behalf 
of the government that led to or 
contributed to fossil fuel emis-
sions,” Valderrama wrote.

Valderrama was appointed to 
the federal bench in 2020 by Pres-
ident Donald Trump during his 
first term in office. Valderrama 
had previously served as a Cook 
County Circuit Court judge.

Cook County courts have con-
sistently been named among the 
top destinations of choice for trial 
lawyers suing businesses. The 
American Tort Reform Associa-
tion, for instance, has consistently 
awarded Cook County’s courts 
the distinction of standing as one 
of America’s worst “judicial hell-
holes.” Court systems are select-
ed for such criticism by business 
advocates and court reformers 
because they assert business de-
fendants struggle to receive a fair 
opportunity to defend themselves 
against lawsuits.

Cook County’s courts are also 
heavily dominated by Democrats. 
In 2024, for instance, a Republi-

court see p. 14
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Erie Roofing Since 1976
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

LIMITED TIME OFFER

50%OFF
Installation

FREE ESTIMATE
SCHEDULE TODAY!

Call 1.833.370.1234

CALL TODAY! 1.833.370.1234

Nothing epitomized the grandeur of Chicago in the Jazz Age like the 
Edgewater Beach Hotel. Part luxury hotel, part country club and part enter-
tainment mecca, the Edgewater Beach Hotel was one of the world’s great 
entertainment destinations. Located on the shores of Lake Michigan, the 
hotel was a place to see and be seen and it played host to a who’s who of 
the rich and famous. Due to the nationwide Big Band Jazz broadcasts from 
its Marine Dining Room, the hotel became world famous and was synony-
mous with the good life. 

Join us for a lively look back with author John Holden at one of Chicago’s 
most legendary institutions.

The History  
of the Edgewater Beach Hotel
with John Holden    
Thursday, May 29 at 6:30 p.m.

     Spring 2025 Lecture Series

Ravenswood-Lake View Historical Association

Lerner Auditorium, Conrad Sulzer Regional Library 
4455 N. Lincoln Ave.
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This event is sponsored by NCR’s Fair Housing Program, which is supported by US Dept. of Housing & Urban Development (HUD)

1530 WEST MORSE AVE CHICAGO ILLINOIS 60626 • 773.262.2290
www.northsidecdc.org

The work that provided the basis for this publication was supported by funding 
under a grant with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

The substance and �ndings of the work are dedicated to the public. The author 
and publisher are solely responsible for the accuracy of the statements and 

interpretations contained in this publication. Such interpretations do not 
necessarily re�ect the views of the Federal Government.

• FREE admission and parking
• FREE resources for homeowners, renters, and landlords
• FREE workshops on Fair Housing and Tenant's Rights
• Opportunities to schedule one to one housing consultations
• Talk to lenders about mortgage products and refinancing options
• Learn about down payment assistance programs for first time homebuyers
• Learn about resources to help families at risk of foreclosure
•  WIN PRIZES in multiple giveaways when you attend

Date: June 14th, 2025 from 9:30 AM to 2:00 PM
Venue: Truman College (Cafeteria)
1145 W Wilson Ave Chicago, IL 60640
To RSVP call (773) 338-7722 or (773) 262-2290
Register online at:  https://2025NorthsideHousingFair.eventbrite.com

In collaboration with IL State Senator Mike Simmons & Alderperson Angela ClayIn collaboration with IL State Senator Mike Simmons & Alderperson Angela Clay
NORTHSIDE HOUSING FAIR 2025

CCHR
Chicago Commission
on Human Relations

3218 W. Irving 
4550 W. Addison

4820 W. Lawrence

AUTOMATIC CAR WASH

$5  
EXPRESS 

CAR WASH
EXPRESS 

CAR WASH

Veteran Owned & Operated for 50 Years

FREE  VACUUMING

Former site of Lincoln Park WAX TRAX!  
record store approved as landmark

The former WAX TRAX! Records building in 
Lincoln Park was designated an official Chicago 
landmark May 21 following approval by City Coun-
cil.

The two-story, Renaissance Revival-style build-
ing at 2449 N. Lincoln Ave., was constructed in the 
1880s. In 1978, WAX TRAX! opened in the build-
ing and quickly became an international destination 
for an eclectic variety of music genres including 
punk, new wave, rockabilly and dance.

WAX TRAX! subsequently launched its own  
record label and helped establish Chicago as the 
birthplace of industrial music. Until its closing 
in 1993, the store also offered clothing, fanzines,  
concert tickets and other items that made it a gather-
ing place for musicians and music lovers.

The landmark designation protects all exterior  
elevations of the building.
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After 150 years, Mary Lincoln’s ‘madness’ still haunts American psyche

By Peter Hancock 
Capital News Service 

On May 19, 1875, a Cook County jury 
handed down a verdict in a case concern-
ing the health and welfare of Mary Lin-
coln, widow of the former president who 
had been assassinated a decade earlier.

After listening to only a single day of 
testimony, the 12 men on the jury signed 
the standard verdict form stating simply 
that they “are satisfied that said Mary Lin-
coln is insane, and is a fit person to be sent 
to a State Hospital for the Insane ...” 

The case had been brought to court by 
her surviving son, Robert Todd Lincoln, 
then just 31 years old and a successful prac-
ticing attorney in Chicago. At his request, 
the court ordered her committed to the 
Bellevue Place Sanitarium in Batavia, west 
of Chicago, and named him conservator of 
her estate for a period of one year, based on 
the finding that she was at the time inca-
pable of managing her own affairs. 

But Mrs. Lincoln would not spend a full 
year in the facility. With the help of two 
of her closest and only remaining friends, 
James and Myra Bradwell, of Chicago – 
and against the strong protests of Robert 
Lincoln – Mary Lincoln would be released 
after only four months to the custody of her 
sister in Springfield, Elizabeth Edwards. 

The subject of Mary Lincoln’s mental 
health has long been the subject of public 
debate. Was she, in fact, a danger to herself 
and others, and was her son truly acting in 
her best interests? Or was Robert Lincoln, 
as his mother would sometimes allege, 
scheming to shove her aside in order to 
take over her money and property? 

Now, 150 years after her commitment, 
a newly rediscovered collection of corre-
spondence between Mrs. Lincoln and her 
friends and family – letters long assumed 
to have been lost or destroyed – shed new 
light on the nature of her illness as well 
as the nature of her relationships with the 
few friends and family she had left by that 
time.

“People have always wondered if these 
missing letters, if they showed that, in 
fact, she was perfectly sane, that her son 
Robert did actually railroad her, bribe the 
judge and jury because he wanted to steal 
her money,” Emerson said in a podcast in-
terview with this reporter. “And they do 
not show that at all. They show that Mary 
thought that’s what was happening – which, 
in my opinion, and the opinions of psychia-
trists I’ve consulted – that was one of her 
delusions, that everyone was trying to steal 
her money, not just Robert.” The book was 

actually first compiled a century ago by 
Myra Helmer Pritchard, granddaughter of 
James and Myra Bradwell, and they were 
scheduled for publication in 1927, first in 
installments in the magazine “Liberty,” 
and then as a book. 

Before the publication, however, Prit-
chard, as a courtesy, offered to show them 
to Mary Harlan Lincoln, widow of Robert 
Lincoln, who had just died the year before. 
Although she was initially agreeable to the 
project and even offered to add additional 
information, after reading the manuscript, 
Mary Harlan Lincoln withdrew her con-
sent and launched a series of legal efforts 
to suppress their publication. 

Pritchard eventually agreed to hand 
over the material and never publish them 
in any form, in exchange for a payment of 
$22,500.

Emerson’s book recompiles that material 
and presents it as it was intended to be pub-

Mrs. Lincoln’s own words offer 
insight into her sometimes 
tortured mind

lished in 1927, including Pritchard’s com-
ments on the letters. But it also includes 
Emerson’s own annotations and footnotes 
that provide context, as well as clarifica-
tions and corrections to some of Pritchard’s 
commentaries. 

The letters reveal her to be lonely, occa-
sionally depressed and at times desperate 
for companionship. But on their surface, 
do not necessarily portray someone of an 
unsound mind, especially considering the 
traumas she had endured through much of 
her life.

“Pray for me that I may be able to leave 
such a place as this,” she wrote to Myra 
Bradwell on A ug. 3, 1875. “Let me see 
Judge Bradwell. I beg you to come on 
Friday morning. I should like to see Dr. 
Evarts. I feel I must have some further con-
versation with him. Write me, your heart-

(L) The Dark Days of Abraham Lincoln’s Widow, As Revealed by Her Own Letters,” edited by Jason Emerson and published by Southern Illinois 
University Press. Images courtesy of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum (R) A verdict form, left, from a Cook County jury 
dated May 19, 1875, officially declared Mary Todd Lincoln “insane” and ordered her commitment to a sanitarium. At right, is a portrait of Mary 
Todd Lincoln, circa 1869.

madness see p. 14
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www.UrhausenGreenhouses.com
URHAUSEN

GREENHOUSES

Itʼs Time to Beautify
Your Outdoor Spaces!

“Urhausen Greenhouses is one of the best finds  
for Chicagoland gardeners.” - Tom S., customer review

Since 1922 gardeners and plant lovers have been treating themselves  
by visiting our peaceful 2-acre greenhouse. Blooming hanging baskets,  
annuals, perennials, herbs and vegetable plants grown onsite.  
Choose a basket already in bloom or mix & match from more than  
150 perennials and a dazzling array of annuals in all colors and varieties. 
Come visit us!
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100% locally owned and operated, the Urhausen family has been growing plants for a living since 1922

Pleasant Travel
For Best Airline Tickets and Packages Around the World

or visit 6257 N. Clark St.
email: pleasanttravel@hotmail.com

www.PleasantTravel.comwww.PleasantTravel.com

Call 773-508-1927

Mosquito Joe of Chicago North

Eco Friendly

Eliminating Mosquitoes, Ticks & Fleas

Locally Owned

Outside is fun again.

847-773-1990   |   Treating Lake & Cook Counties

chicagonorth.mosquitojoe.com

a neighborly company

The never-ending war on rats, 
and the City’s use of rodenticide 
(rat poison) has taken innocent 
victims, which is one of the rea-
sons why the city is seeking a new 
process for controlling the spread 
of rodents. 

It turns out that rat poison is 
neither the most effective ap-
proach nor is it the safest for the 
other mammals and birds natural 
to our lakefront community. 

In the spring of 2024, a pair of 
beloved Great Horned owls and 
their owlet living in Lincoln Park 
died one after the other. Tests 
confirmed that all three died 
from eating poisoned rats. 

Theirs was a slow painful 
death. 

The Willowbrook Wildlife 
Center has confirmed other rap-
tor deaths due to rodenticide 
poisoning. Limiting the use of 
rodenticides would help local 
hawks, eagles and owls to live 
longer lives, as they all dine daily 
on fresh rodent kills.

The truth is that rat poison isn’t 
fixing Chicago’s rat problems, and 
it kills more than just rats. It can 
be lethal to birds and mammals, 
including children and pets. 

That’s why animal supporters 
from the Lincoln Park Zoo, Chi-
cago Bird Alliance [CBA] and 
Dept. of Streets and Sanitation 
sought out an experiment in using 
birth control rather than poison to 
try and mitigate the rat menace. 

Local wildlife — from owls 
and hawks, to squirrels, foxes, 
coyotes, raccoons, opossums and 
even family pets - are also likely 
to consume this poison. 

We’ve all heard about the food 
chain, and rat poison creates a 
toxic food link in that chain and 
ends up in the water and soil. This 
is bad for people and animals 
alike.  

That risk has lead to the use of 
alternative rat control methods 
such as contraception and car-
bon dioxide or carbon monoxide, 
which have been successful in 
other locations. The CBS is call-
ing for funds currently spent on 

Anticoagulant rodenticides [AR] 
toward alternative methods of 
controlling rats such as birth con-
trol pellets.

The City of Chicago is now 
working with the CBA to run 
a pilot study near Lincoln Park  
using these pellets, and conduct-
ing a fundraiser to help pay for 
the test. They are hoping to raise 
$32,100 to fund a year-long rat 
contraceptive pilot program.  
Right now they are at about 
$29,000.

Ald. Timmy Knudsen [43rd] 
and the Lincoln Park Conservan-
cy are helping raise funds along 
with private citizens. The results 
of the pilot test will no doubt be 
shared wide and far. 

Lincoln Park’s Great Horned Owls and owlet were killed by rat poison. 
Photo courtesy Russ Smith

Deaths of Great Horned Owls  
was driving force behind use of birth control

ARs are not an effective 
means of controlling urban rat 
populations, reports the CBA, 
and are harmful to non-target 
animals. 

They recommend we re-
duce the use of anticoagulant 
rodenticides as a method to 
control Chicago’s rats in favor 
of alternatives, while growing 
resources and public educa-
tion focused on eliminating 
environmental conditions that 
favor rats.

Rats thrive in cities because 
they can access human-asso-
ciated resources such as food 
waste in garbage. 

CBS suggests that enabling 
Streets and Sanitation staff to 
automatically replace dam-
aged garbage receptacles as 
they are noticed during gar-
bage collection; Increase the 
frequency of garbage collec-
tion in wards and parks with 
proportionately more rat com-
plaints, and invest in the devel-
opment of rat-proof garbage 
receptacles that are feasible 
with garbage collection sys-
tems.

CBA’s position  
on anticoagulant 

rodenticides
The Willowbrook  

Wildlife Center has 
confirmed other raptor 
deaths due to rodenti-

cide poisoning. Limiting 
the use of rodenticides 

would help local hawks, 
eagles and owls to live 
longer lives, as they all 

dine daily on  
fresh rodent kills.
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Police 
Beat

Cops detain 3 following 
 separate stabbings  
in River North, South Loop

Chicago police detained three 
individuals in connection with two 
separate stabbing incidents that in-
jured victims in the South Loop and 
River North neighborhoods on May 
25.

At approximately 6:30 p.m., a 35-
year-old man was stabbed in the 
arm and back during an argument 
at a bus stop in the 500 block of W. 
Roosevelt Rd. in the South Loop. 
CPD said that the suspect, a 65-year-
old man, used a sharp object to at-
tack the victim before leaving the 
scene.

Officers located and detained the 
suspect during a search of the area. 
The victim was transported to Strog-
er Hospital in fair condition.

In an unrelated incident, at 
around 9:20 p.m., a 22-year-old man 
was stabbed in the 700 block of N. 
State St. in River North.

According to CPD, the victim was 
involved in an argument with a 24-
year-old man and a 17-year-old fe-
male. The altercation escalated, and 
the suspects allegedly punched the 
victim repeatedly, causing him to 
fall.

The pair then stabbed the victim 
while he was on the ground and 
stabbed him twice more as he at-
tempted to flee. Officers applied a 
chest seal to the victim to control 
bleeding until paramedics arrived. 
He victim was taken to Northwest-
ern Memorial Hospital in critical 
condition.

Using surveillance camera feeds, 
police identified and located the 
suspects at the Grand Red Line sta-
tion before they could board a train. 
Charges were pending against all 
three suspects.

Man seriously injured  
in Ashland Ave. beating

A 34-year-old man was seriously 
injured in an attack Sunday morn-
ing, say Chicago police. The man 
was battered at 5:25 a.m. May 25 in 
the 1200 block of N. Ashland Ave. He 
has been hospitalized at Northwest-
ern Hospital in serious condition. 
The attacker fled in an unknown di-
rection say police. Area 5 detectives 
are investigating.

Parents can’t sue Teachers Union 
for illegal COVID strike

Parents of school children en-
rolled in Chicago’s Public Schools 
don’t have the legal ability to sue 

Millenium Park on Dec. 21, 2024. Ndi 
and Dhamala were later arrested at 
the same location and detained for 
seven hours by Chicago Police on Feb. 
24, 2025.

According to the complaints, all 
were arrested, detained or cited by 
police claiming authority under a Chi-
cago city ordinance which the officers 
allegedly said prohibited speaking us-
ing amplification without permits on 
public streets.

The lawsuits seek court orders 
blocking the city from wrongly en-
forcing the sound amplification or-
dinance to allegedly target street 
evangelists near Millenium Park or the 
Planned Parenthood facility at 1200 N. 
LaSalle.

Rental car records, video,  
phone data identify  
Wisconsin man as gunman  
in Rogers Park murder

A Wisconsin man has been charged 
with committing the first murder of 
2025 in Rogers Park thanks to rental 
car records, phone location data, and 
volumes of video.

Antwon Jackson, 31, was detained 
by Judge Dedire Dyer over May 18 
after prosecutors detailed why they 
believe Jackson is the man who killed 
28-year-old Jakobe Barker in the 1300 
block of W. Estes.

Officials said Jackson rented a blue 
Buick Encore from Hertz on Valentine’s 
Day in Madison and was seen on video 
two days later at the Sonic restaurant, 
1022 W. Wilson, in Uptown. Detectives 
found at least two other videos link-
ing Jackson to the car, according to a 
proffer filed by prosecutors.

Very late that night, about 25 min-
utes before the murder, another video 
showed Jackson outside with a man 
who had a gun, the proffer said.

At about 12:25 a.m. Feb. 17, video 
showed Barker driving near the En-
core and the two vehicles seeming 
to overtake each other, prosecutors 
said.

When Barker turned to go to his 
girlfriend’s house on Estes, the Encore 
continued going straight and then 
turned around at a gas station to fol-
low him.

As Barker stopped in front of his 
girlfriend’s house, the Encore drove 
alongside him, and someone in the 
Encore fired multiple shots, killing 
him. Prosecutors believe Jackson 
fired those shots from the passenger 
side while a witness was in the driver’s 
seat.

Cops found the Encore abandoned 
in the 1400 block of W. Catalpa and 
staked it out. Someone who knows 
Jackson tried to retrieve the Encore 
on the day after the murder, but the 
police arrested him when he got in-
side, the proffer said.

That man and four separate law en-
forcement officers identified Jackson 
from images recorded at Hertz and 
elsewhere, according to prosecutors. 
GPS from the Encore and Jackson’s 
phone location history tracked to-
gether “at all the locations, including 
the scene of the murder,” said the 
proffer, which did not provide a clear 
motive for the crime.

Man found shot  
at Uptown intersection May 25

A man was found shot at an Uptown 
intersection on May 25, but he didn’t 
want to cooperate with the Chicago 
cops who showed up to help him.

Officers responded to a 911 call 
about a man who fell out of an SUV in 
the 4800 block of N. Sheridan around 
5:12 a.m. It turned out that the man 

the boy and later told CPD that she 
accidentally struck him with the 
blade.

Judge Sabra Ebersole ordered 
her detention on a charge of aggra-
vated battery of a child under 13.

Anonymous tipster leads  
to arrest of suspect  
in violent robbery  
of two women in the Loop

A twice-convicted robber is once 
again facing robbery charges after 
an anonymous tipster recognized 
him in CTA surveillance that Chicago 
police released to the media earlier 
this year. Both victims suffered con-

cussions during 
the attack.

T r e m a i n e 
Giles, 26, vio-
lently attacked 
two Lakeview 
women inside 
the Jackson ped-
way late on Jan. 
24, prosecutors 

say. Two men who remain at large 
helped.

Officials said the women, ages 22 
and 25, were walking through the 
pedway between the Blue and Red 
Lines when Giles spread his arms to 
keep them from passing.

He allegedly put his arms around 
the younger woman’s chest and 
pushed her against the wall while 
calling her “b***h” and trying to rip 
her bag away. As he did that, the 
other two men blocked the second 
victim, according to prosecutors.

When the second woman tried 
to intervene in the robbery, Giles 
slapped her across the face, grabbed 
her by her hair, and threw her into 
the pedway wall, officials said.

He ultimately got away with the 
older woman’s purse but failed to 
get the first victim’s backpack, ac-
cording to court filings.

Judge James Costello detained 
Giles, saying he “exhibited far more 
violence than necessary to achieve 
[the] robbery.” Costello said an 
anonymous 311 caller identified 
Giles, and one of the victims subse-
quently picked him out of a photo 
lineup.

Chicago cops recently arrested 
him after they saw him jump a turn-
stile at the Roosevelt CTA station 
and realized he was wanted for the 
robbery, according to his arrest re-
port.

Both victims required medical 
treatment for concussions and one 
of them has suffered hearing loss, 
Costello wrote in a detention order.

Giles received a six-year prison 
sentence for robbing a victim older 
than 60 in Bridgeview. He pleaded 
guilty to robbery as a juvenile, too, 
prosecutors said.

He’s now charged with robbery, 
attempted robbery, and two counts 
of aggravated battery.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com 
and Jonathan Bilyk

the Chicago Teachers Union [CTU] for 
illegal strikes, such as the one the par-
ents said CTU staged in early 2022 in a 
bid to keep Chicago’s schools closed 
amid the COVID pandemic, even as 
the rest of the country was returning 
to normalcy, a Cook County judge has 
ruled.

On May 8, Cook County Circuit 
Judge Daniel Kubasiak sided with the 
CTU and its current and former union 
presidents, dismissing the lawsuit 
brought by parents over the allegedly 
illegal strike.

In the ruling, Kubasiak agreed that 
allowing the parents’ lawsuit to con-
tinue would conflict with state educa-
tional labor law and would undermine 
the ability of the CTU and other teach-
ers unions to deal directly with school 
boards to resolve supposed conflicts, 
no matter if those disputes are genu-
ine and legal or manufactured and 
outside the law.

The lawsuit, filed in Cook County 
Circuit Court in Feb. 2024, sought to 
make the CTU and current and former 
presidents Stacey Davis Gates and 
Jesse Sharkey, pay at least $250 mil-
lion for causing learning loss, income 
loss and general headaches for Chica-
go Public Schools students and their 
families when the union executed a 
labor action in 2022 to protest CPS’ re-
turn to full-time, in-person learning.

Chicago cops abused rights  
of street preachers

A group of Christian street preach-
ers are suing the city of Chicago, 
claiming Chicago Police wrongly de-
tained or arrested them under the 
guise of an ordinance regulating am-
plified noise, as part of an alleged un-
written discriminatory policy hostile 
to religious speakers.

Two separate lawsuits have been 
lodged against the city and various 
Chicago Police officers. 

The first was filed in Dec. 2024 by 
Moody Bible Institute student Ethan 
Acevedo, of Chicago.

It was followed in March by a sep-
arate lawsuit filed by attorneys for 
traveling street preacher Brett Raio, 
of Maine; Chicago street evangelist 
Perez Ndi; and street preacher Reetik 
Dhamala, of Wheaton. Those three 
men renewed their claims against the 
city and four Chicago Police officers in 
an amended complaint filed April 17.

According to Acevedo’s lawsuit, 
he was part of a group speaking on a 
religious basis against abortion while 
near a Planned Parenthood clinic at 
1200 N. La Salle on March 30, 2024.

According to the lawsuits, all of the 
allegedly wrongly detained Christian 
street preachers were standing on 
public sidewalks in Chicago when 
they were engaged by police.

According to the other lawsuit, Raio 
and Ndi were accosted, handcuffed 
and cited by Chicago Police while 
proselytizing at the intersection of E. 
Madison St. and N. Michigan Ave. near 

had a gunshot wound in his lower 
right leg, according to CPD.

An officer who reviewed surveil-
lance video said the footage showed 
the injured man pull up to the inter-
section in an SUV, get out, and sit 
down on the ground around 5:03 a.m. 
He was already shot when he arrived, 
according to the officer. CPD said he 
was in good condition at Advocate Il-
linois Masonic Medical Center.

Investigators suspect the man was 
shot near the 4900 block of N. Win-
throp around 5 a.m. That’s because 
they received calls of shots fired in 
that area, which is only a block or two 
from where the man was found.

So far this year, only two people 
have been shot in Uptown. That’s 
down from seven victims at this point 
last year.

DC shooting suspect protested 
outside Mayor’s Ravenswood 
home after McDonald killing

Years before he allegedly shot and 
killed two Israeli Embassy employees 
in Washington D.C., Elias Rodriguez 
was an active member of left-wing 
groups in Chicago. Among his targets 
were police violence and a proposed 
Amazon headquarters in Chicago.

Elias Rodriguez, 31, was charged 
May 22 with the murder of foreign 
officials and other crimes in connec-
tion with the deaths of Israeli citizen 
Yaron Lischinsky and American Sarah 
Milgrim. He lived in a modest 850-
square-foot apartment in Albany Park 
and worked as an administrative as-
sistant at a medical trade group.

On Sunday, the Chicago Sun-Times 
reported that an Oct. 2017 article in 
Liberation, the online newspaper for 
the Party for Socialism and Liberation, 
quoted Rodriguez as a member of the 
group participating in a protest out-
side the Ravenswood home of then-
Mayor Rahm Emanuel over the police 
shooting of teenager Laquan McDon-
ald and the city’s bid to be the site for 
a new Amazon headquarters.

A photo of a man holding a protest 
sign published with the article ap-
peared to match photos of Rodriguez 
posted on social media. Video of him 
protesting in Downtown Chicago for 
Palestinian refugees and against Is-
rael has also been posted online. 

Last week the organization denied 
that Rodriguez was an active mem-
ber, though it acknowledged a “brief 
association” in the past. The group 
also scrubbed the 2017 article identi-
fying Rodriguez as a member from its 
website.

Mom stabbed 7-year-old son  
for making a mess  
in their Rogers Park apartment

A woman was jailed after pros-
ecutors accused her of stabbing her 
7-year-old son for making a mess in 
their Rogers Park apartment May 17.

Chicago police arrested the woman 
at Evanston Hospital after she went 
there to have her son treated for a 
stab wound.

On May 18, prosecutors said Llo-
vana Torres, 26, who stayed up late 
on May 16 cleaning her apartment in 
the 1700 block of W. Touhy. But she 
awoke on May 17 to discover that her 
son had made another mess.

She struck her son a number of 
times, and he hid in a cabinet under 
the kitchen sink to get away, accord-
ing to the allegations.

Torres tried to pull him out, 
but when those efforts failed, she 
grabbed a kitchen knife and re-
peatedly stabbed him, prosecutors 
claimed.

After the boy screamed, Torres 
took him to her mother’s apartment 
downstairs, and the grandmother or-
dered her to take him to the hospital, 
officials said.

Evanston Hospital transferred the 
boy to Lurie Children’s Hospital by 
air ambulance, and he remained on a 
ventilator as his mother stood in court 
yesterday.

Prosecutors said Torres told a hos-
pital employee that she had stabbed 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / 24 HOURS A DAY
8 BAY SELF-SERVICE

2 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC
5450 N. DAMEN  (at Rascher)

BEST KEPT SECRET

SUPER CAR WASH 

Veteran Owned & Operated for 50 Years

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

Jakobe Barker, left, and Antwon  
Jackson

Surveillance images of the sus-
pects.

Tremaine Giles

News tips?
Call 773-465-9700 

Confidentiality guaranteed.
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7054 N. CLARK ST.
773-274-9281   

www.robertscycle.com

ROBERTS 
CYCLE

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
FREE ESTIMATES
PRE-SEASON  

TUNE-UP SPECIAL
LIMITED TIME

STARTING AT 
$7500
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WE SERVICE  
ALL MAKES & MODELS 

ALL EUROPEAN  
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773-292-6015
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SNOW REMOVAL 

COMMON AREAS CLEANING
OFFICE CLEANING • CARPET CLEANING  

POWER WASHING

A Get Behind The Vest fund-
raiser will be held 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday, June 25, hosted 
by Mario Stefanini of Mario’s 
Table, 21 W. Goethe St.    

A  policeman’s vest  is not bul-
letproof forever. It wears out and 
breaks down, and it needs to be 
replaced every 5 years. Just one 
bullet permanently damages 

Get Behind The Vest  
fundraiser June 25

a vest, making it unusable. 
At $500 or more per  vest, in 

addition to other equipment and 
uniform expenses,  the  costs can 
quickly add up. That is why a 
group forms every year to help 
raise money to buy new vests. 
These donations ensure that every 
officer out protecting Chicago 
citizens is protected.

This is the 4th Annual Get Be-
hind  the Vest  event. Since 2022, 
they have raised over $200,000. 

The event is co-sponsored by 
Gold Coast Neighbors Assoc. and 
the 2nd Ward Office. For tickets 
or more information call 312-
643-2299.

BY CWBCHICAGO

It may be the most individu-
als sought in a single Chicago  
Police Dept. bulletin in years. Cops 
are looking for at least 14 people 
who were involved in the armed  
robbery and physical attack of 
two passengers on a Red Line 
train in the Loop.

CPD said the group “aggres-
sively battered” a couple on the 
train at Harrison around 11:23 
p.m. May 7. 

Wilding alert: 14 suspects sought 
in violent robbery, battery  

aboard CTA train in downtown

Surveillance images of 14 people identified as suspects in a robbery and 
battery aboard the Red Line downtown. Courtesy Chicago Police Dept.

The crowd battered and  
pepper-sprayed the victims and 
took their valuables while at least 
one offender displayed a knife.

According to the alert released 
Friday evening, all of the suspects 
are Black and 15 to 25 years old.

Anyone who recognizes some-
one in the CTA surveillance  
images can contact detectives 
at 312-745-4447 regarding case 
#JJ246554.

The City Council Public Safety 
Committee voted May 20 to pass 
Ald. Brian Hopkins’ [2nd] curfew 
ordinance out of the committee. 
The ordinance was “deferred and 
published,” delaying a full vote 
until the next City Council meet-
ing on June 18. 

The ordinance allows the CPD 
Superintendent and the Deputy 
Mayor for Public Safety to de-

Snap Curfew Ordinance vote 
delayed until June 18

clare a curfew for minors when 
groups of 20 or more have the po-
tential to cause a danger to public 
safety. 
North Side cosponsors of the 

ordinance right now include and 
Brendan Reilly [42nd], Timmy 
Knudsen [43rd], Bennett Law-
son [44th] and Scott Waguespack 
[32].

Chicago is creating its first  
Urban Agriculture Plan, and is 
conducting a public survey to 
help guide in its formation. 

Over the next few years, Advo-
cates for Urban Agriculture and 
Chicago Community Garden-
ers Assoc., will be focusing their 
efforts on co-creating this plan. 
The purpose of their survey is to 
receive community feedback on 
what focus areas should be includ-
ed in the urban agriculture plan. 

They endeavor to shift policy 
to reduce red tape in the City to 
be more supportive of individu-
als, organizations and businesses 
growing food, medicine, flow-
ers, and other pollinator habitats 
within the city; identify challeng-
es within departments of the City 
of Chicago and sister agencies to 
better serve growers; and encour-
age improved resources.  To par-
ticipate visit https://www.auachi-
cago.org/.

Survey 
underway for 

agriculture plan

Chicago’s Steppenwolf The-
atre Company celebrated the an-
nouncement earlier this month 
by the Pulitzer Prize Board that 
playwright Branden Jacobs- 
Jenkins won the 2025 Pulitzer 
Prize for Drama for “Purpose.”

The play, commissioned by 
Steppenwolf Theatre Company, 
is a fictional work that debuted in 
Chicago in 2024 and moved ear-
lier this year from Steppenwolf 
to Broadway in New Y ork City, 
where it is still being staged today 
with the original Chicago cast. 
Directed in New Y ork and 

Chicago by Phylicia Rashad, it’s 
loosely based on the family of 
civil rights leader Jesse Jackson.

This marks the first time a play 
that grew out of Steppenwolf 
has won the Pulitzer Prize since  
Tracy Letts’ “August: Osage 
County” in 2008.

Jacobs-Jenkins was also named 
one of Time’s 100 Most Influen-
tial People of 2025.

Steppenwolf 
Theatre Company 

wins  
Pulitzer Prize
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DA BEARS: Why is Mayor 
“Don’t Tackle Me” Johnson giv-
ing up so easily on the Bears. His 
quote, “I’ve done all I can,” ap-
pears light years from the usual 
scrapping that Chicago Mayors 
have been famous for over the 
years. George Halas must be 
laughing in Heaven. Truth is, the 
Bears have big plans, while our 
city’s leadership is made up of 
small minds.

LOWER TAXES: Illinois is 
one of the highest taxed states, but 
the new budget bill in Congress 
means an increase in the State 
and Local Tax (SaLT) Limitation 
from $10K to $40K. The original 
measure only included raising the 
limit to $30K. For our overtaxed 
North Siders, that helps you.

SPRINGFIELD: Gov. JB 
Pritzker has signed an executive 
order prohibiting state agencies 
from sharing autism-related data 
outside the state without consent 
from an individual or guardian. 
He really is a protector.

AVIATION: Do we still have 
a Dept. of Aviation in Chicago? 
What’s all the raised voices and 
bitter words surrounding the 
American Airlines presence at 
O’Hare? Their apparent internal 
battle with United Airlines is 
turning into a brouhaha. But their 
clumsy air service is now appar-
ently becoming a bigger issue as 
the airlines have their hands out 
for more gates. Big court case 
is part of the conflict. How did 
things get so bad?

WHO’S WHERE: Debi 
Catanacci met up with Sherrill 
Bodine in Iceland before head-
ing back to the States aboard the 
Liner SS Silverseas… Shaun 
Rajah in Cabo San Lucas hav-
ing the good fortune bumping 
into superstar Paula Abdul, one 
of his favorites… Kathy Wolter 
Mondelli assembling the ladies 
of Chicago Society to become 
stars and appear on the hit Dick 
Wolf NBC UNIVERSAL TV 
show “Chicago Med,” Season 10, 
episode 21, filmed in Chicago, so 
many familiar faces… Eamonn 

Cummins and Pennie Taylor 
attended the fabulous opening 
performance of the Trinity Dance 
Troop at the Museum of Con-
temporary A rt… Jim Kinney’s 
summer reading list is extensive, 
sophisticated and very apt to keep 
him well-occupied… Dr. Rose 
Gomez on her summer journey 
with a stop in Barcelona, Spain 
to see an epic cathedral, as well 
as the Bar Lobo… Karen Zupko 
in NYC viewing the immortal 
John Singer Sergeant exhibit at 
the MET with a portrait of Ser-
geant in his 30s and   “Madame 
X” still  causes quite a scandal… 
Architect Lucien Lagrange dig-
ging into a Pisano’s pizza and 
meeting friends, nothing like it… 
Ald. Brian Hopkins [2nd] mark-
ing the 10th anniversary with 
“A  Decade of Service,” June 5 
at Maple and Ash at 5:30 p.m… 
Good news, Yo-Yo Ma   will re-
turn to Symphony Center for a 
solo recital March 28, 2026… 
Irene Mojica among the many 
stunning hat ladies at the Service 
Club Lunch… Congrats to Char-
lie Moll who just graduated from 
Loyola/Marymount Los Angeles, 
mom and dad, Ken and Mary 
Claire Scorsone Moll, couldn’t 
be more proud… Superstar li-
brarian Leah Steele recovering 
from emergency surgery, now 
back home and resting… bravo to 
LaCrosse star Marty Junkins for 
graduating from St. Ignatius Col-
lege Prep, getting ready for Deni-
son Univ.

CABARET: Barb Bailey is 

being presented on June 18th by 
Barry Edwards of Dick Clark’s 
American Bandstand  and Chi-
cago’s CBS News.  In less than 
four weeks she’ll be at The Den 
Theatre, 1313 N. Milwaukee, with 
the show she did in New York at 
“Don’t Tell Mama!” All new Hol-
lywood stories. Box Office: 773-
697-3830

STEPPENWOLF: Steppen-
wolf Theatre Company kicked 
off its 50th anniversary year with 
a gala at its campus on N. Halsted 
St. Themed “Half Century Full 
Throttle.” The May 10 event wel-
comed over 400 guests including 
civic leaders, artists and longtime 
supporters and raised $1.85 mil-
lion, the second-highest fundrais-
ing total in the company’s his-
tory.

BIRTHDAY FEAST: Hap-
piest of birthdays to the ‘Divine’ 
Mamie Walton honored by an 
army of friends at Neiman Mar-
cus luncheon, luxuriating as al-
ways in her grace and nobility.

POET: Chicago is looking 
for its next Poet Laureate. The 
selected poet will serve a two-
year term starting in 2026 and 
will be awarded an honorarium 
of $70,000 ($35,000/year) for 
the commissioning of new po-
ems and for attendance at public 
events and presentations. The ap-
plication deadline is May 29, it’s 
not too late.

MUSIC NIGHT: Denise 
Tomasello had a full house at The 
Carnivale / The Alley speakeasy 
in  downtown Chicago thanks to 
Bill Merivitz and staff. Star-
studded audience with Gibson’s 
Steve Lombardo, former State 
Sen. James Deleo, joined Irene 
Michaels and Kim Peterson 
Leffew for one great night. 

The truth is like a lion. You 
don’t have to defend it. Let it 
loose. It will defend itself. 

—  Saint Augustine

tog515@gmail.com

Receive a free 5−year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 866−643−0438 to 
schedule your free quote!

CALL NOW
866.753.9521 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 6/29/25.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

buttermilk from p. 2

As a long-time Old Town resi-
dent and neighbor at 1660 N. La-
Salle, I’m writing to express seri-
ous concerns about the proposed 
relocation of Walgreens into the 
former Treasure Island grocery 
space. This isn’t just a change in 
tenancy—it raises real questions 
about safety and transparency. 
The property at 1639 N. Wells 

St. has only one customer en-
trance and exit. The southern wall 
faces an enclosed, windowless 
zone with no active security fea-
tures, no direct visibility from the 
street, and no natural foot traffic. 

Introducing a late-night or 24-
hour retail use in this uniquely 
constrained setting—without 
transparent planning or public in-
put—raises understandable ques-
tions. 

How will access, deliveries, 
and pedestrian flow be handled? 
What steps will be taken to en-
sure pedestrian safety, minimize 
disruption, and provide necessary 
security for  those parking in the 
former Treasure Island parking 
lot, customers on foot or all pe-

destrians? 
It has been widely reported that 

safety, violence and theft issues 
continue to plague Walgreens 
at 1200 N. Dearborn. Is the cur-
rent proposed relocation of the 
Old Town Walgreens into 1639 
N. Wells factoring in these well-
reported issues? 

Those of us living next door 
should be a part of any conversa-
tion about how this space will be 
used. 

To my neighbors at 1660 and 
throughout Old Town: for over 50 
years, this site supported a full-
service grocery store that served 
the community’s daily needs. 
Temporarily replacing it with a 
pharmacy store that may bring 
more traffic, new issues, and few-
er tangible neighborhood benefits 
has left many of us questioning 
the direction and process behind 
this change. We deserve transpar-
ency—and a seat at the table for 
discussion. 

Kate Leatham
Old Town

Letters to the Editor

As a mother to a toddler, I am 
excited to see the installation of a 
protected bike lane on Clark St. I 
hope that the city continues to in-
stall more protected bike lanes on 
our streets to create a connected 
network that people can safely 
use to get to many destinations.

In the past, I never thought of 
biking to get around the city; it 
seemed too dangerous. But when 
the city installed a protected bike 
lane in front of my home, I start-
ed using a Divvy bike. Being an 
exhausted new mom, I was very 
happy to have a safe, inexpensive, 
quick, reliable way to travel that 
did not require me to drive. Now, 
I use a bike to get to shopping, 
restaurants, and appointments on 
a weekly basis. If even a fraction 
of drivers are enticed to switch to 
biking during rush hour, it would 
ease congestion.

For decades, American cities 
have been prioritizing driving at 
the expense of all other modes of 
transportation in order to combat 
congestion. That approach has ut-
terly failed, and I can think of no 
better example of this than school 
drop-off. A ccording to the Na-
tional Household Travel Survey 
run by the U.S. Dept. of Transpor-
tation, in 1969, 48% of kids aged 
5-14 walked or cycled to school, 
and only 12% were driven by their 
parents. In 2009, only 13% of kids 
aged 5-14 walked or cycled, and 
44% were driven by their parents. 
That is a massive increase in cars 

It’s time for kids to walk or bike to school
crowded around schools in the 
morning, and a massive increase 
in congestion. Not only is this 
terrible for traffic, but it creates 
danger for our kids. The situation 
has gotten so bad that more and 
more schools are pushing for traf-
fic calming.

Multiple studies have shown 
that kids who walk to school have 
better physical and mental health 
and feel more connected to their 
community. At a time when kids 
are struggling with loneliness and 
not getting enough exercise, we 
should be making it easy for them 
to get around independently. Pro-
tected bike lanes, which increase 
safety for pedestrians as well as 
cyclists, are an obvious choice.

My dad tells a funny story about 
being tricked into walking across 
the city of Dhaka when he was 10 
years old. When I first heard the 
story, I couldn’t imagine how a 
kid could be so free. I was driven 
everywhere by my parents, so I 
had no idea how to get around by 
myself or how I would even navi-
gate a big city. Now that I am a 
parent, I know that I want my son 
to have some taste of the freedom 
his grandfather had. I accept that 
he won’t be able to cross the city 
when he is 10, but I have hope 
that we will have improved traffic 
safety enough that he can at least 
walk to school.

Tasnim Tanveer
West Loop

Shaun Rajah and Pula Abdul.

Barb Bailey and Barry Edwards. Yo-Yo Ma

Charlie, Ken and Mary Claire  
Scorsone Moll.

Have something on your mind about your community? 
Write a Letter To The Editorat insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com

Serious concerns about proposed  
relocation of Old Town Walgreens
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The Edgewater Historical Assoc. will be 
hosting a free book discussion 10 a.m., Sat-
urday, June 14 on the book The Iron Horse 
and the Windy City: How Railroads Shaped 
Chicago, by author David M. Young.

The talk will be held at the Edgewater 
Branch, Chicago Public Library, Betty 
A. Barclay Community Room, 6000 N. 
Broadway.

Railroads were instrumental in shaping 
Chicago’s early growth and development, 
transforming it from a small settlement into 
a major urban center and industrial power-
house. Rail enabled the city to become a 

How the railroads shaped Chicago
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Let us in introduce you 
to the most comfortable 
dental care. IV sedation
is ideal for:

• Dental anxiety and fear
• Aversion to needles and
 the sound of the drill
• Inability to get numb
• Hypertensive gag re�ex
• Special needs (physical, 
 behavioral, cognitive)
• Improved treatment e�ciency

With 35 years of experience  
in Chicagoland, we’re ready 
to work with you in optimizing 
your care and comfort.

“With IV Sedation, 
I slept through 

my whole dental
procedure!”

Call or visit us today!  312-596-2200 
lincolnparkcda.com  2551 N. Clark Ste. 502 • Chicago, IL 60614

Dr. Robert L Tentler, DDS
Diplomate of American 
Society of Dentist 
Anesthesiologist

Maifest will be celebrated this year in 
Lincoln Square, a cultural event brought 
to you by the Maifest Committee and Ald. 
Matt Martin [47th],taking place in Lincoln 
Square, Chicago’s original German neigh-
borhood.

Maifest is the traditional German cel-
ebration of the arrival of spring. Maifest is 
still celebrated throughout Germany with 
the maypole (maibaum) decorated to show 
off the history and crafts of the local vil-
lage or town.

It’s a time for community festivities, in-
cluding parades, dances around decorated 
maypoles,and traditional German foods. 
The origins of Maifest can be traced back 
to ancient pagan celebrations of spring, 
with some sources suggesting it may have 
been celebrated as early as the 6th century 
BC.
While the famous Lincoln Square mai-

baum is missing this year (due to road con-
struction), the celebration remains. But due 
to that road construction, this years events 
will be centered at 4521 N. Lincoln Ave. 

across from The Old Town School of Mu-
sic.

Like Octoberfest, Maifest has now be-
come a popular celebration throughout the 
world. Chicago’s German community wel-
comes all to the heart of Chicago’s German 
Community inLincoln Square.
Festivities start at 5 p.m. Thursday, May 

29 and run through 10 p.m. Sunday, June 
1.

The event is organized by Committee 
President Joe Matuschka and Vice Presi-
dent Joe Bradtk, and is a 501(c)(3) organi-
zation founded to promote Chicago’s Ger-
man heritage. The four-day fest benefits 
German-American organizations includ-
ing The Rheinischer Verein, St. Hubertus 
Jagd Club, the American AidSociety, the 
Donauschwaben Youth Group, Edelweiss 
Trachten Verein, D’Lustigen Holzhacker 
Buam, Egerlander Dance Group, Dank 
Haus and others.

Admission to Maifest Chicago is free 
and open to all ages. Outstanding German 
and American food and beer are available 
for purchase.German and American bands 
provide entertainment throughout the fest.

Maifest this weekend in Lincoln Square
Ethnic celebration  
has been an annual festival

Pupping season is now underway for 
coyotes in the Chicago area, meaning that 
many new infants are being born and there 
are increased chances that you could come 
across one in your community.  

There are an estimated 2,000 coyotes in 
the Chicagoland area in parks, cemeter-
ies and woodlands, but they are normally  
reclusive and try to avoid human contact 
at all times. 

Coyotes are a natural part of the local 
ecosystem not unlike pigeons, squirrels, 
or rabbits but often raise special attention 
and concern among residents. Just seeing 
a coyote does not warrant a report to the 
city through 311 or 911. But do report an 
injured, sick, viscous animal, or any  ani-
mal on the public way, in a public place 

including city parks. 
Typically coyotes will only be seen in 

human spaces if they are expecting food, 
chasing food down, or desperate for it. 
However, pup rearing season can cause 
an increase in sightings and interactions 
as parents becoming more desperate to  
provide food for their pups may take  
otherwise unlikely risks.

Residents are advised to take special  
precautions, especially those with small 
pets. Cats and small dogs should be kept 
inside or monitored, as should their food 
and water bowls. Food waste can also 
be a draw for coyotes, so keep waste in  
high-quality, lidded containers when  
outside.

Coyote pupping season  
underway on North Side

hub for grain and meatpacking industries, 
fueled suburban expansion, and facilitated 
trade and commerce across the Midwest 
that continues to this day. 

In addition to a tour of railroad history, 
the book also covers its importance to 
Chicago’s economic and physical develop-
ment. It was also one of the first books to 
deal with the history of accidents and is-
sues of safety.

Books will be available at the first floor 
circulation desk. This program is in part-
nership with the Edgewater Branch Li-
brary.

Coyotes are typically shy and nocturnal, but become bolder during mating season.
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Case No. FL-24-002947

NOTICE TO RESPONDENT: Monday Ekenomaghele
Petitioner: Pat Iziegbe Ekenomaghele

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA,  
COUNTY OF Stanislaus
Main Courthouse
800 11th Street, Modesto, CA 95354

You have 30 calendar days after this Summons and Petition are served on 
you to file a Response (form FL-120) at the court and have a copy served on 
the petitioner. A letter, phone call, or court appearance will not protect you.
If you do not file your Response on time, the court may make orders affecting 
your marriage or domestic partnership, your property, and custody of your
children. You may be ordered to pay support and attorney fees and costs.
For legal advice, contact a lawyer immediately. Get help finding a lawyer at 
the California Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.courts.ca.gov/selfhelp), 
at the California Legal Services website (www.lawhelpca.org), or by contact-
ing your local county bar association.

These restraining orders are effective against both spouses or domestic part-
ners until the petition is dismissed, a judgment is entered, or the court makes
further orders. They are enforceable anywhere in California by any law en-
forcement officer who has received or seen a copy of them.

If you cannot pay the filing fee, ask the clerk for a fee waiver form. The court 
may order you to pay back all or part of the fees and costs that the court
waived for you or the other party.

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF Stanislaus
Main Courthouse
800 11th Street, Modesto, CA 95354

Pat Iziegbe Ekenomaghele
3987 Purple Finch Lane
Modesto, CA, 95355   309-585-8099

SUMMONS (Family Law)

Real Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale

Lakeview Township Real Estate For Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT – CHANCERY DIVI-
SION 
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A. 
Plaintiff, 
-v.- 
JUSTIN M. HERZOG A/K/A JUSTIN MICHAEL 
HERZOG A/K/A JUSTIN HERZOG; LELAND 
HEIGHTS CONDOMINIUM; 
Defendants. 
24 CH 7273 
1424 West Leland Avenue #3,  
Chicago, IL 60640 
NOTICE OF SALE 
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on 4/7/2025, an agent of Auction.
com, LLC will conduct the auction in person at 12:00 
PM on 7/9/2025 located at 100 N LaSalle St., Suite 
1400, Chicago, IL 60602, and will sell at public sale 
to the highest bidder, as set forth below, the follow-
ing described real estate. 
Commonly known as 1424 West Leland Avenue #3, 
Chicago, IL 60640 
Property Index No. 14-17-102-027-1006 
The real estate is improved with a Multi-Family. 
The judgment amount was $207,720.77 
     Sale Terms: 20% down of the highest bid by 
certified funds at the close of the sale payable to 
Auction.com, LLC, No third party checks will be 
accepted. All registered bidders need to provide a 
photo ID in order to bid. The balance, in certified 
funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) 
hours. (relief fee not required) The subject property 
is subject to general real estate taxes, special as-
sessments, or special taxes levied against said real 
estate and is offered for sale without any represen-
tation as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to plaintiff and in “AS IS" condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court. 
     Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the 
purchaser will receive a certificate of sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale. 
     The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property, prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the court file to verify all information. 
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal 
fees required by the Condominium property Act, 

Commonly known as 531 W ADDISON ST, CHI-
CAGO, IL 60613
Property Index No. 14-21-111-009-1001
The real estate is improved with a single family 
residence.
The judgment amount was $88,506.21.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certi-
fied funds at the close of the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks 
will be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or 
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. 
The subject property is subject to general real es-
tate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes 
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as to quality or quantity 
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS 
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, contact CHAD LEWIS, ROBERT-
SON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE & PART-
NERS, PLLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 6400 SHAFER 
CT, STE 325, ROSEMONT, IL, 60018 (561) 241-

The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on 
June 9, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, 
IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, the following described 
real estate:
Commonly known as 3950 N LAKE SHORE DR 
APT 523D, CHICAGO, IL 60613
Property Index No. 14-21-101-034-1486
The real estate is improved with a condo/town-
house.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certi-
fied funds at the close of the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks 
will be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or 
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. 
The subject property is subject to general real es-
tate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes 
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as to quality or quantity 
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS 
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
Where a sale of real estate is made to satisfy a lien 
prior to that of the United States, the United States 
shall have one year from the date of sale within 
which to redeem, except that with respect to a lien 
arising under the internal revenue laws the period 
shall be 120 days or the period allowable for re-
demption under State law, whichever is longer, and 
in any case in which, under the provisions of section 
505 of the Housing Act of 1950, as amended (12 
U.S.C. 1701k), and subsection (d) of section 3720 
of title 38 of the United States Code, the right to 
redeem does not arise, there shall be no right of 
redemption.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 

765 ILCS 605/9 (g)(l) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by the Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1). 
     IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701 (C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW. 
     For information, contact Plaintiffs attorney: LOGS 
Legal Group LLP (847) 291-1717 please refer to file 
number 24-101565-FC01. 
Auction.com, LLC 
100 N LaSalle St., Suite 1400 Chicago, IL 60602 
– 872-225-4985 
You can also visit www.auction.com.  
Attorney File No. 24-101565-FC01 
Case Number: 24 CH 7273  
NOTE: PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COL-
LECTION PRACTICES ACT, YOU ARE ADVISED 
THAT PLAINTIFF’S ATTORNEY IS DEEMED 
TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OB-
TAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
8277-953537

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
PENTAGON FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
Plaintiff,
-v.-
JOSEPH D TRUONG, ADDISON LAKE SHORE 
EAST CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, UN-
KNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIM-
ANTS
Defendants
2024 CH 01820
531 W ADDISON ST
CHICAGO, IL 60613
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on March 21, 2025, an agent for 
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on 
June 23, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, 
IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, the following described 
real estate:

6901. Please refer to file number 23-163845.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CHAD LEWIS
ROBERTSON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE & 
PARTNERS, PLLC
6400 SHAFER CT, STE 325
ROSEMONT IL, 60018
561-241-6901
E-Mail: ILMAIL@RASLG.COM
Attorney File No. 23-163845
Attorney ARDC No. 6306439
Attorney Code. 65582
Case Number: 2024 CH 01820
TJSC#: 45-833
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2024 CH 01820
I3266848

282828 -----------------------------------------------------

212121 ------------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
MORTGAGE ASSETS MANAGEMENT, LLC
Plaintiff,
-v.-
ALISHA PULLUM, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
- SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DE-
VELOPMENT, 3950 NORTH LAKE SHORE DRIVE 
CONDOMINIUM, UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGA-
TEES OF BARBARA PULLUM, UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS, GERALD 
NORDGREN, AS SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE 
FOR BARBARA PULLUM (DECEASED)
Defendants
2024 CH 07212
3950 N LAKE SHORE DR APT 523D
CHICAGO, IL 60613
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on March 5, 2025, an agent for 

Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, examine the court file, CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030 
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR 
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-24-04579
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Attorney Code. 21762
Case Number: 2024 CH 07212
TJSC#: 45-691
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2024 CH 07212
I3266026

141414 ------------------------------------------------------

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad  

For 3 Consecutive Weeks 
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

N E W S  S T A R

Real Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale

Rogers Park Township Real Estate For Sale

N E W S  S T A R

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
TOWD POINT MORTGAGE TRUST 2017-6, U.S. 
BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS INDEN-
TURE TRUSTEE
Plaintiff,
-v.-
TERRECIDA WRIGHT A/K/A TERRECIDA 
WRIGHT- GRANT, LEONARD GRANT, ESTES 
COURT CONDOMINIUM INC, UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants
2024 CH 03835
1640 W ESTES APT 108
CHICAGO, IL 60626
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on March 24, 2025, an agent for 
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on 
June 25, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, 
IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, the following described 
real estate:
Commonly known as 1640 W ESTES APT 108, 
CHICAGO, IL 60626
Property Index No. 11-31-203-022-1008
The real estate is improved with a single family 
residence.
The judgment amount was $167,162.59.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will 
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire 
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject to general real estate 

SON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE & PART-
NERS, PLLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 6400 SHAFER 
CT, STE 325, ROSEMONT, IL, 60018 (561) 241-
6901. Please refer to file number 24-187139.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CHAD LEWIS
ROBERTSON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE & 
PARTNERS, PLLC
6400 SHAFER CT, STE 325
ROSEMONT IL, 60018
561-241-6901
E-Mail: ILMAIL@RASLG.COM
Attorney File No. 24-187139
Attorney ARDC No. 6306439
Attorney Code. 65582
Case Number: 2024 CH 03835
TJSC#: 45-866
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2024 CH 03835
I3266933

282828 -----------------------------------------------------

212121 ------------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
J.P. MORGAN MORTGAGE ACQUISITION 

title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS" 
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation 
by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchas-
er will receive a Certificate of Sale that will entitle the 
purchaser to a deed to the real estate after confirma-
tion of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal 
fees required by The Condominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property is a 
condominium unit which is part of a common interest 
community, the purchaser of the unit at the foreclo-
sure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the as-
sessments required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, contact Alexander Potestivo, 
POTESTIVO & ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's At-
torneys, 223 WEST JACKSON BLVD, STE 610, 
Chicago, IL, 60606 (312) 263-0003. Please refer to 

taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS" 
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation 
by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, contact CHAD LEWIS, ROBERT-

CORP.
Plaintiff,
-v.-
JOSETTE H. TERRELL A/K/A JOSETTE TER-
RELL, ILLINOIS HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY, CITY OF CHICAGO, VELOCITY IN-
VESTMENTS, LLC, SYMPHONY OF EVANSTON 
HEALTHCARE, LLC, 1239-41 WEST JARVIS 
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION
Defendants
2023 CH 00436
1241 WEST JARVIS AVE #G2
CHICAGO, IL 60626
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on June 12, 2023, an agent for 
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on 
June 10, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, 
IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, the following described 
real estate:
Commonly known as 1241 WEST JARVIS AVE 
#G2, CHICAGO, IL 60626
Property Index No. 11-29-315-027-1010
The real estate is improved with a residential con-
dominium.
The judgment amount was $32,353.45.
Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will 
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire 
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of 

file number 316501.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
POTESTIVO & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
223 WEST JACKSON BLVD, STE 610
Chicago IL, 60606
312-263-0003
E-Mail: ilpleadings@potestivolaw.com
Attorney File No. 316501
Attorney Code. 43932
Case Number: 2023 CH 00436
TJSC#: 45-1161
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2023 CH 00436
I3266103

141414 ------------------------------------------------------

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad  

For 3 Consecutive Weeks 
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

can candidate made news as the 
first non-Democrat to seek elec-
tion to a countywide judgeship in 
Cook County in 14 years.

The Democratic Party in recent 
years has become increasingly 
hostile to the use of oil and gas 
and to the companies who extract 
and refine the fuels, as they seek 
to use the cause of combatting so-

court from p. 6

broken friend, frequently, daily. 
But come to me. Will you kindly 
bring out some samples of black 
alpaca a best quality without lus-
ter and without cotton. Also some 
samples of heavier black woolen 
goods.” 

The book is Emerson’s second 
work on the subject of the lost let-
ters, which he uncovered in 2005. 
He found them locked away in a 
trunk that had once belonged to 
one of Robert Lincoln’s personal 
attorneys, Frederick Towers.

Using those letters and a wealth 
of other material, Emerson wrote 
his first book on the subject, “The 
Madness of Mary Lincoln.” in 
2007. 

In that book, Emerson cites a 
modern psychiatric expert who 

called “climate change” to enact 
laws and regulations that increas-
ingly force Americans to abandon 
the use of internal combustion 
powered cars, landscaping tools 
and other implements, while also 
shutting down reliable traditional 
power plants in favor of so-called 
“renewable” energy sources, such 
as solar and wind.

Following the ruling, the en-
ergy companies told the court 

they intend to appeal the ruling 
to the U.S. Seventh Circuit Court 
of Appeals. They have requested 
Valderrama put a hold on enforc-
ing his ruling until they have filed 
their appeal.

The city has opposed that re-
quest. As of May 20, Valderrama 
had not yet ruled on the motion to 
stay pending appeal.

theorized that Mary Lincoln suf-
fered from what would likely be 
diagnosed today as bipolar disor-
der.

“And he told me that today, 
Mary would be committed invol-
untarily for probably about seven 
days,” he said. “Doctors would 
look at her. They’d give her medi-
cation, and she’d be fine today, as 
long as she took the medication.” 

“But back then, they didn’t 
have that,” Emerson said. “But 
if you look at her whole life, it’s 
very clear the incidence of bipolar 
disorder, or what used to be called 
manic depressive illness, where 
she’s high and she’s low, and she’s 
wonderfully loving and horribly 
mean. Her spending could be 
considered a manic action. She 
was depressed a lot. So it’s clear 
throughout her whole life.” 

After her release, Mary Todd 
Lincoln lived a relatively quiet life, 
although she remained plagued 
by both psychiatric and physical 
ailments. She died in 1882 at the 
age of 63. She is buried next to 
her husband at the Lincoln Tomb 
in Springfield, along with three of 
their sons: Edward, William and 
Thomas. 

Robert Lincoln went on to lead 
a distinguished career of his own. 
In addition to his legal career, 
he served as secretary of war 
under President James Garfield 
and continued in that post under 
President Chester A. Arthur af-
ter Garfield’s assassination. He 
also served as minister to Great 
Britain in the Benjamin Harrison 
administration. He died in 1926 
at age 82.

madness from p. 8
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Autos Wanted
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Commercial Space for Rent
Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 800 to 
1000 square feet, $15 per foot / UP. Three-year 
lease @ $15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven 
funds. 773-772-0808 please leave message.

Coins

For Sale
Trailer for sale, for boat or jet ski. Rims, jacks, spare 
wheels included. $457. Call 773-818-0808

Health & Fitness
Dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400+ procedures. Real den-
tal insurance - not just a discount plan. Get your free 
Information Kit with details! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP REPLACEMENT SUR-
GERY AND SUFFERED AN INFECTION between 
2020 and the present time, you may be entitled to 
compensation. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

Home Services
AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM 
DAMAGE? You need a local expert provider that 
proudly stands behind their work.  Fast, free esti-
mate. Financing available.  Call 1-888-878-9091 
Have zip code of property ready when calling!

Water damage cleanup & restoration: A small 
amount of water can lead to major damage in your 
home. Our trusted professionals do complete re-
pairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-833-887-0117. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

Janitorial

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rat-
ing COMMON AREAS CLEANING•  
OFFICE CLEANING - CARPET 
CLEANING • POWER WASHING - 
SNOW REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Miscellaneous
Bath & shower updates in as little as 1 day! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior & military 
discounts available. 1-877-543-9189

Become a published author. We want to read your 
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & distribution. Call 
for free author`s guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Consumer Cellular - same reliable, nationwide cov-
erage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees free activation. All plans feature 
unlimited talk & text, starting at just $20/mo. Call 
1-877-751-0866

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB 
Games! Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos 
Stream on 20 devices at once. HBO Max included 
for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or higher.) No con-
tract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-866-859-0405

Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover 
the ideal solution for anyone who struggles on the 
stairs, is concerned about a fall or wants to regain 
access to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today! 
1-833-399-3595

 Service Directory/Classifieds
To place an ad, call 773-465-9700 or email:  

insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com   
Deadline: 5pm Mondays

A Red’s Hauling Service
Removal of unwanted items  

from Basements, Garages, Attics,  
Businesses, Estate Clearance

Senior Citizen Discount
FREE ESTIMATES

773-616-0979
redshaulingservice.com

Furniture Removal/ 
Junk Removal

Miscellaneous, cont.
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-833-610-1936

Extreme Internet $39 month! Insanely fast fiber 
speed! Available nationwide! No contracts! No credit 
check! Everyone approved! Get insane fiber speeds 
for $39/month. 866-905-2272

Home break-ins take less than 60 seconds. Don’t 
wait! Protect your family, your home, your assets 
now for as little as 70¢/day! 1-844-591-7951

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way 
up. Credit cards. Medical bills. Car loans. Do you 
have $10k or more in debt? Call National Debt 
Relief and find out how to pay off your debt for sig-
nificantly less than what you owe! Free quote: Call 
1-844-955-4930

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little as one day. For a limited 
time, waving all installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. Offer 
ends 6/30/25. 1-844-501-3208

MobileHelp America’s premier mobile medical alert 
system. Whether you’re home or away. For safety 
& peace of mind. No long term contracts! Free bro-
chure! Call 1-888-489-3936

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER, 
MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR 
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a 
free 5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase* Call 
1-855-948-6176 today to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a power move.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 877-305-1535  
  
Replace your roof w/the best looking & longest last-
ing material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles 
& multiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer up to 50% off install + 
Additional 10% off install (military, health & 1st re-
sponders.) 1-833-370-1234

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring our free shower 
package & $1600 off - limited time! Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

SunSetter. America’s number one awning! Instant 
shade at the touch of a button. Transform your deck 
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year limited 
warranty. Call now and SAVE $350 today! 1-855-
914-1148

We buy houses for cash as is! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step process: Call, get 
cash offer & get paid. Get your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-844-877-5833

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancel-
lation Experts Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free info package & 
learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive reviews. 833-308-1971

Home Remodeling:  
Kitchens, Bathrooms,  

Basements & Exteriors
Commercial Services:  

Office Remodeling, Tenant Improvements,  
Commercial Doors & more

P & L  
Construction Services, Inc.

847-361-6306
www.plconstructionservicesinc.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

• Welder Generator
• Drain Rodder
• Ridgid Threading Machine
• Tank Torch Set    
• Ridgid Plumbing Tools

TOOL  
LIQUIDATION

101supplyok@gmail.com

773-818-0808
RECYCLED • CHEAP

TOOL LIQUIDATION

TUCKPOINTING

ACCURATE  
EXTERIOR

& MASONRY
Specializing in Tuckpointing  

Chimneys, Brick Work, Lintel, 
Parapet Walls, Parging,  

City Violations & Roofing.
Rated “A” on Angie’s List

Licensed and Insured
Free Estimate

773-592-4535
(10S14A)

• TUCKPOINTING • BRICKWORK
• MASONRY • CHIMNEY

• MASONRY VIOLATIONS CORRECTED
• LINTEL REPLACEMENT

• ROOFING • PARAPET WALLS
• GUTTERS • SOFFIT/FASCIA

10% DISCOUNT
FREE ESTIMATES - INSURED

(773) 774-0444
www.MarksTuckpointing.com

ROOFING

GENERAC GENERATORS

BATH REMODEL

Sleeping Rooms

Nice room w/ stove, fridge 
& bath. Near ALDI,  

Walgreens, beach, Red 
Line & buses. Elevator & 
Laundry. $149/wk and up. 

773-275-4442

Cook County - Chicago

BIG ROOM with stove, 
fridge, bath & nice wood 
floors. Near Red Line & 

Buses. Elevator & Laundry, 
Shopping. $139/wk.  

773-561-4970
Clean room, refrigerator, 

microwave, near Oak Park, 
Food-For-Less, Walmart, 

Walgreens, Laundry,  
Buses and Metra.

$140.00 a week and up.
$595.00 a month and up.

773-637-5957

WINDOWS

4935 W. Le Moyne St., Chicago, IL 60651
773-379-3500   www.advancedwindow.com

Advanced Window Corp.

American and European Windows & Doors
Manufacturing & Sales

VIST OUR SHOWROOM TODAY

GLASS & SCREEN REPAIRS DONE FAST!

EYE CARE

REPAIRS
ROOFS • GUTTERS

CARPENTRY 
WINDOWS

SIDING • DOORS

Call John:
(312) 301-9980

HANDYMAN

SOLO J&D
REMODELING INC.
HANDYMAN SPECIALIST

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
HOME REMODELING

PAINTING & PLASTERING
POWER WASHING,  
DECKS & MORE!

Call Don: (773) 865-6261
Email: taz.gg9665@gmail.com

Habla Español

Call  
The Garage  

Guy Inc.
Garage Builders

We Build & Remodel 
Old Garages 

Siding • Door Openers
FREE ESTIMATES

773-842-1998
absolute 

garagebuilders.com

GARAGES

Eye Exam with 3 Month Supply
of Acuvue Oasys sph $120

Making Eyeglasses in 1 Hour
Free Eye Exam with Purchase 
of a Complete Pair of Glasses

SUPERIOR EYECARE
SINCE 1987

WWW.SUPERIOREYECARECHICAGO.COM

773-525-1601
2947 N. Broadway

1152 W. Diversey Parkway
NEW LOCATION!

GARAGE DOORS

• Includes Springs, 
Tracks, Cables,  
Hinges & More

• Family-Owned 
• Local 
• Trusted
• Chicago, IL

$399 OFFNew  Garage Door Installation

fairwaygaragedoor.com   
(773) 692-5801

LIMITED TIME OFFER

50%OFF
Installation

FREE ESTIMATE
SCHEDULE TODAY!

Call 1.833.370.1234

CALL TODAY! 1.833.370.1234

Receive a free 5−year warranty 
with qualifying purchase* 
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 866−643−0438 to 
schedule your free quote!

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

East Bank Storage located at  
730 West Lake Street, Chicago, IL, 312-876-2000, 

is opening lockers:
3275C- Bryan, Kenneth

5025D- Campos, Jocelyn
6480D- Filipescu, Cristina
4130F- Hofbauer, Michael

5495E-Johnson, Reneesha
8184SM- Konieczna, Dori

4270F- Long, Kim
3125G- Mallick, Manish

4075D- Talley, Tefny Catrice
3415G- Trujillo, Henry

8180SM- Vaughn, Maya I
for public sale.This sale is to be held on  

Tuesday, June 24, 2025, at 2:00PM.  
Cash payments only.

Notice of Public Sale

The walking tours hosted by the Edgewa-
ter Historical Assoc. are back, and they are al-
lowing up to 20 participants on each tour.

The fee for each tour is $15, and the sched-
ule is subject to change. 

•  Surprising Broadway: This tour of the 
main business area of Edgewater has many 
surprises because it features several of the 
significant Motor Row buildings and a collec-
tion of two-flats built before the street was 
designated commercial. This tour captures a 
moment in Edgewater history when homes 
and businesses were side by side. Date: June 
8; 1 p.m.

•  Andersonville Historic District: This dis-
trict exhibits some of the finest commercial 
architecture built by Swedish architects 
at the beginning of the 20th century. Also 
included are a few residential buildings of 
early construction. The walk begins at the 
Edgewater Historical Society Museum gar-
den at Balmoral and Ashland, and ends at 
Foster and Clark. Date: June 22; 11 a.m.

• Lakewood Balmoral Historic District: Des-

ignated in 1999, this district displays many of 
Edgewater’s finest architectural gems in resi-
dential housing. Many are locally important 
landmarks on the Chicago Historic Resources 
survey of 1986. Date: July 9; 5 p.m.

• North Edgewater Beach: You will see 
seven Chicago landmarks and homes from 
the 1890s in the area around Granville and 
Kenmore. Learn from discussion of examples 
of each major residential building boom and 
housing transition in Edgewater since the 
1890s. Date: July 10; 6 p.m.

• Magnolia Glen: This neighborhood is one 
of Edgewater’s oldest, developed by William 
H. Cairnduff in 1888 as an addition to J.L. Co-
chran’s Edgewater. The homes are well cared 
for and show some interesting architectural 
details. The tour booklet includes an early 
map. Date: July 12, 11 a.m.

•  Discover the Art Underfoot: This is a 
unique exploration of the hidden artwork 
along Edgewater’s lakefront. Join Edgewa-
ter’s Bill Swislow in the walk along the shore. 
The July 19 tour begins near Bryn Mawr, at 

Walk Edgewater routes announced
the Osterman Beach pier. The August 24 tour 
tour begins at the Foster Ave. beach house. 
Date: July 19, 10:30 a.m., and Aug. 24, 10:30 
a.m.

•  Bryn Mawr Historic District: The center 
of Edgewater and Edgewater’s main street. 
Learn how J.L. Cochran planned to develop 
Edgewater as a suburb until urbanization 
happened. The street has a unique mix of 
what are called hybrid buildings, including 
luxury apartments and stores. Many of the 
buildings are named Chicago landmarks. 
Date: Aug. 2, 11 a.m.

•  Edgewater Glen Historic District: This 
neighborhood is a popular section of single 
family homes and two-flats developed from 
some of the Kransz family original farm at the 
end of the 19th century. In 1903 one archi-
tect, A.E. Norman, was hired to build almost 
two blocks of homes. Other specialties are 
homes of the Kransz family and some early 
homes by J.L. Cochran. Date: Aug. 9, 11 a.m.

Now is the time to sign up by going to 
www.EdgewaterHistory.org.
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Letter to the Editor

SKYLINE

Montrest.com  563-872-4220
300 Spring Street, Bellevue, Iowa 52031

One of the Midwest’s most luxurious  
Inns on the Mississippi

One of the Midwest’s most luxurious   
Inns on the Mississippi

The getaway that’s not far away!  
Less than 3 hours from Chicago

Mont Rest Inn  Est. 1893

The First in the Country Murder Mystery Mansion

• Weddings & Romantic Getaways • Award Winning Dining 
• Costumed Dressed for Dinner Packages: Titanic, 1893 Paris, Gatsby

• Golf, Spa & Winter Skiing  • Luxury Jacuzzi Suites 
• Full Gourmet Breakfast & Chocolates Included

Decades of ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ reviews

3 Bedroom Luxury 2,000 Sq ft Apartment located at  
Field of Chocolate Dreams   www.FieldofChocolateDreams.com

I enjoyed Jane Lewicki’s recent 
piece on Orvis—that’s always been 
one of my favorite stops. I actually 
picked up two shirts there just last 
week.

I believe the Spanish tourism high-
rise built next door had a short-term 
but serious impact on the store. For 
a couple of years, access became dif-
ficult during construction, even for 
those of us who tried to make the ef-
fort.

It reminds me a lot of what we’re 
now facing in Old Town with another 
tower on the horizon. Politicians can 
say what they want about staging and 
access plans, but they often miss the 
reality on the ground—foot traffic 
gets choked off, visibility declines, 
and retail struggles to survive.

It’s surprising the influx of Span-
ish visitors and out-of-towners wasn’t 
enough to sustain the store. But I 
think people underestimate how vul-
nerable brick-and-mortar retail really 
is to long disruptions.

And yes, there’s also the aging of 
us trout fishermen—not helping the 
numbers. But we’ll miss that friendly, 
knowledgeable staff who made every 
purchase feel like part of the next ad-
venture. They were part of the fishing 
tourism ecosystem, too.

Thanks again for shining a light on 
it. What takes its place—and whether 
it truly serves the community—is the 
hard part.

Tim Carew
Old Town

Retail struggles to survive

Funeral Home & Cremation Options
A Home to Mourn, Gather and Remember

3918 W. Irving Park Road 
Chicago, IL 60618

MIDTOWN

773-654-3744

WWW.MIDTOWNFUNERALS.COM

greg@midtownfunerals.com

River North Office
405 W. Superior Street

Chicago, IL 60654

Gregory J. Lindeman
Founder/Director

two years. The revised schedule includes 
half of the park closed Fall 2025 to Spring 
2026 and the second half closed Fall 2026 
to Spring 2027.  

A proposal that would shut down the 
central green space in a dense neighbor-
hood for the better part of a year—without 
any apparent effort to gather community 
feedback—raises serious concerns about 
transparency. While advisory councils play 
a vital role in shaping neighborhood spac-
es, their meetings often happen with little 
public awareness and minimal outreach. 
When those decisions carry sweeping im-
plications, especially in a landmark park 
that serves as a community anchor, the bar 
for public input should be higher.

The Washington Park, as a city land-

closure from p. 1

Bloomsday in Chicago comes of age  
June 16 with Ulysses in Lincoln Park

For its 21st year - including two virtual 
presentations during the COVID pandemic 
- Bloomsday in Chicago will once again 
return Monday, June 16, to the second floor 
of The Galway Arms in Lincoln Park, 2442 
N. Clark St.

Bloomsday is a commemoration and 
celebration of the life of Irish writer James 
Joyce, observed annually in Dublin and 
elsewhere on June 16, the day his 1922 
novel Ulysses takes place on. (Purportedly 
it’s also the day when he has his first sexual 
encounter with his future wife Nora Bar-
nacle.)

The book follows the protagonist, Leo-
pold Bloom, through his day in Dublin, 
unfolding in one day, a Thursday in 1904. 

This date is celebrated annually in Dublin, 
Ireland, and other locations, with events 
like festivals and readings.

This year, participants will include cast 
members for a planned production of the 
off-Broadway show Ulysses in Nighttown 
and will be presented under the sponsor-
ship of Puddin’head Press, in combina-
tion with the release of “Do It Yourself 
Bloomsday,” a collection of excerpts from 
James Joyce’s Ulysses as developed since 
the 100th anniversary of the day on which 
Joyce’s novel is set in 2004 as comprised 
by Jeff Helgeson.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and there is a $7 
cover charge.

By CWBChicago

An alderman representing much of River 
North is calling for a “more coordinated 
strategy” to handle late-night crowds in the 
neighborhood. Ald. Brendan Reilly [42nd] 
made the announcement May 19, one day 
after the neighborhood saw its second late-
night shooting in a week.

Shortly after Reilly distributed an email 
addressing the shootings, the Chicago Po-
lice Dept. announced that it was assigning 
a new commander to the Near North 18th 
District. Christopher Bielfeldt will be the 
district’s third commander in less than two 
years.

Around 12:39 a.m. May 18, a 39-year-old 
man was shot multiple times while sitting 

After second late-night shooting,  
alderman wants a ‘more coordinated strategy’ 

for handling River North nightlife crowds
in his car in a parking lot at 319 W. On-
tario, according to CPD and Reilly.

“After the shooting, the victim exited 
his vehicle and walked to Franklin and 
Erie, where he collapsed,” said Reilly, who 
added the victim is in critical condition at 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital.

Almost exactly a week earlier, around 
4:02 a.m. May 11, a 25-year-old man was 
shot during a fight outside a nightclub in 
the 100 block of W. Ontario.

Yet another man was shot around 3:15 
a.m. Sunday, March 9, during an argument 
involving a group of people in the 500 
block of N. Franklin.

“While targeted acts of violence like this 
can be difficult to prevent, the late-night 
activity in this area is predictable and re-
quires a more coordinated strategy,” said 
Reilly. “This type of violence in the heart 

mark since 1990, is not eligible for dog 
runs due to historic preservation rules. 
While the dog-topic is essential to the de-
bate, Ald. Hopkin’s letter does not refer-
ence any changes regarding dog rules nor 
does it suggest those issues were part of the 
original Advisory Council request. 

No further documentation has been re-
leased considering the revised phased 
plans on Washington Park. However, the 
April 7 letter, confirms that conversation 
between the alderman’s office and the WS-
PAC is ongoing. 

It shouldn’t take a roomful of upset neigh-
bors to slow down an unpopular plan. But 
in this case, it did—and that’s a reminder 
of how critical in-person community pres-
sure still is when it comes to shaping public 
debate over public space in Chicago.

of River North is incredibly concerning. 
It’s still early in the season and tempera-
tures are mild—we need to get ahead of 
this now.”

He said he will meet with the 18th Dis-
trict commander to discuss CPD’s late-
night strategy for the neighborhood.

Shortly after Reilly released his state-
ment, CPD sent an announcement of its 
own, putting Bielfeldt in charge of the dis-
trict, which covers the area between Ful-
lerton, the river, and Lake Michigan.

Bielfeldt, a 26-year veteran of CPD, most 
recently served as the captain in charge of 
public safety operations at Midway Inter-
national Airport. He previously served as 
a captain in the Near North District, expe-
rience that will come in handy as the de-
partment tries to get a handle on the club 
crowds before summer arrives.

Kick off summer out in the sunshine at 
Lincoln Park Health & Wellness Weekend, 
and enjoy energizing workouts and expert 
self-care, sponsored by the Lincoln Park 
Chamber of Commerce.

Workouts till take place 8:30 a.m. to 
12.30 p.m. Saturday, June 7 with a free 
classes at Lincoln Commons, 2335 N. Lin-
coln Ave., and a Health & Wellness Show-
case featuring a variety of local businesses 
specializing in health and wellness prod-
ucts and services. 

Then, 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Sunday, June 
8, a workout will be held at Theater on the 
Lake on the lakefront at Fullerton Ave. For 
more information call 773-880-5200.

Free health & 
wellness weekend




