We are all born ignorant,
but one must work hard
to remain stupid.

— Benjamin Franklin
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Twenty-fourth District Police Commander Michelle Rubino and 20th District
Police Commander Sean Loughran address a resident’s question at the
June 4 community meeting at the Broadway Armory.

Vigilance and safety

Key points at North Side
community safety meeting

STORY AND PHOTO
BY BOB KITSOS

More than 60 residents attend-
ed the second of two ward safety
meetings chaired by Ald. Harry
Osterman [48th] at the Broadway
Amory on June 4. The alderman
praised the work of 20th District
Commander Sean Loughran and
24th Police District Commander
Michelle Rubino at the standing-
room-only meeting.

Ald. Osterman stressed the im-
portance of personal safety. “You
have to be incredibly vigilant,”
he said. “Safety remains my top
priority and it has to be yours.”
He told ward residents that the
number of gang members inches
ward has gone down. While the
Thorndale/Argyle area remains a
hot spot, more foot patrols have
been added on key streets in the
ward.

Commander Loughran said
40% of the crime in his district
is theft and that many of these
thefts are preventable. He cited
unlocked car doors and doors
left open by homeowners as ex-
amples. “The only way to tackle
these problems is as a commu-
nity,” said Loughran.

Recently appointed as 24th
District commander, Rubino
said that theft is a crime of op-
portunity, such as burglary and
car thefts. She pointed out that
residents must call the police to
report crimes. She notifies other
nearby police districts so they’re
aware of similar potential crime
that could occur in their areas.

Osterman added the efficiency
and organization in the 20th and
24th Police Districts are a model
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in the city. The 20th Police Dis-
trict is headquartered at 5400 N.
Lincoln Ave.; the 24th Police Dis-
trict’s headquarters are at 6464 N.
Clark St.

Other agenda topics included
school safety issues and problems
associated with increased bike
traffic, particularly on Sheridan
Rd., as well as on streets and side-
walks. In addition, community
residents raised the issue of the
need for condo associations to be
more cognizant of safety issues
in and near their residence and
the importance of camera surveil-
lance on condos, apartment build-
ings and homes.

According to statistics, a bur-
glary occurs about every 14
seconds in the U.S., and 65%
of burglaries occur between six
a.m. and six p.m. About 30% are
through unlocked windows and
doors. The typical burglary lasts
from 90 seconds to 12 minutes
and the master bedroom is usu-
ally the first room targeted.

Safety checklist, CPD updates

Police commanders distributed
a Home Security Checklist and
Safety Tips that included a re-
minder to ensure that doors and
windows are locked at all times in
your house and car. Other safety
tips are related to public transpor-
tation or walking in the neighbor-
hood. For example, residents are
reminded to put their cell phones
away and be aware of their sur-
roundings. Also, it’s important to
report criminal activity by calling
911 and to file a complaint when
needed.

SAFETY seep. 16

Old hippie hangout

to be replaced by six-s

B

The Heartland Cafe, Heartland Studio Theatre and Red Line Tap were all
a part of this site that was demolished in April. The Heartland Cafe was an
organic local market and restaurant and the Heartland Studio Theatre was
used primarily for local theater group rehearsals.

Photo by Mary Chappell, The Loyola Phoenix

Has the once-local HQ of the
counter-culture lifestyle and com-
munity sold out?

The former site of the Heart-
land Cafe, 7000 N. Glenwood,
may soon sprout a large apartment

building, which on the North Side
these days is about as conformist
as you can get.

After closing in Dec. 2018,
neighbors and interested parties
last week got a look at what will

tory apartments

replace the beloved Heartland
Cafe — and according to reports,
there were mixed reactions from
the crowd.

The old restaurant building was
demolished in April after devel-
oper Sam Goldman bought the
old hippie hang out. He wants to
construct a six-story apartment
building that would have 60 units,
along with 24,000 square feet of
retail space on the ground floor.

Tom Rosenfeld took ownership
of The Heartland in 2012 after he
purchased the space from its orig-
inal owners, Katy Hogan and Mi-
chael James in 2012. The Gold-
man family bought it in January
for $1.3 million.

Neighbors questioned Gold-
man about his plans at a meeting
June 5 that was also new Ald.
Maria Hadden’s [49th] first pub-
lic meeting.

Goldman

says his

HIPPIE see p. 16

family

Inspector General chastises city
for not following TIF reforms

BY JIM VAIL

The City’s Inspector General
issued a report last week that rec-
ommended how to improve the
transparency, accountability and
efficiency in Chicago’s contro-
versial Tax Increment Financing
(TIF) program.

The TIF is basically a sur-
charge - a property tax increase
- that feeds a slush fund largely
controlled by the Mayor’s Office
intended to spur development in
blighted areas of the city.

However, TIFs have been used
broadly by City Hall to finance
wealthy developments on the
North Side and downtown in-
stead.

Despite protests by residents
and activists, the City Council re-
cently approved another $2.4 bil-
lion in TIF taxes on the Lincoln
Yards and The 78 TIF deals just
as Mayor Rahm Emanuel was
leaving office. To make matters
worse, the City is going to bor-
row money against those future
TIF funds at a high interest rate
of around seven percent.

Raise Your Hand and the
Grassroots Collaborative have
since filed a lawsuit against the
Lincoln Yards TIF because they
say it violates the IL Civil Rights

Act and the “but, for” requirement
of the TIF statute.

Thus entered Chicago’s Inspec-
tor General, who found that the
city’s economic plan - the TIF -
lacks local development goals,
does not comprehensively detail
funding of city infrastructure
needs, does not make many TIF
metrics available online, does not
publish thorough justifications
to support the conclusion that
private development would not
occur without TIF funding, and
lacks accountability.

“TIF is a tool designed to eradi-
cate blight, improve infrastruc-
ture, and foster economic devel-
opment, which can also serve as
an important mechanism for pro-
moting equitable development of
affordable housing, expanding the
City’s job base, and putting vacant
land to productive use,” Inspector
General Joe Ferguson said in a
press statement. “Unfortunately,
this potentially important redevel-
opment tool is as often regarded
as an engine for perpetuating in-
equity as it is for eradicating it.
With a number of considerable,
highly controversial TIF projects
on the drawing board, we strongly
urge the incoming administration
to move swiftly to ensure the TIF
Reform Panel’s recommendations
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are fully implemented.”

One Chicago activist who has
been educating the public about
TIFs found the city’s inspector
general report laughable.

“Talk about closing the barn
door after the horses bolt,” said
Tom Tresser, a local activist who
founded the TIF Illumination
Project. “Where were these guys
while the two super TIFs were be-
ing rammed down our throats?”

Tresser, who calls himself a
public defender and fought suc-
cessfully against Chicago host-
ing the 2016 Olympic Games and
privatizing a public park, summa-
rized TIFs at a talk last week.

Tresser has been leading the
[lumination Project since 2013
and has been invited to present
at 75 public meetings all over the
city.

“We’re in the middle of an at-
tack on the public commons,” he
said. “Money is being taken out
of our wards by a TIF and the
people deserve to know where it
goes.”

Tresser noted that Cook Coun-
ty generated a record $1 billion in
TIFs in 2017, up 18% from 2016.
But most of the TIF districts
that generated the most revenue

TIF seep. 16
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West Ridge
Nature Preserve
summer festival June 20

Enjoy the summer at a community fes-
tival at the West Ridge Nature Preserve,
5801 N. Western. This special event will
be 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. Friday, June 20 (rain
date: June 21).

The festival celebrates the opening of
the newly built nature play area and is
sponsored by the Nature Preserve’s Park
Advisory Council. Festivities include live
music, community exhibits, food trucks,
crafts, face painting, campfire, marshmal-
low roast, shelter construction, sensory
tables, dress up/role playing, bat walk and
star gazing.

Admission is free but donations are ap-
preciated. For more information, visit
www.westridgenaturepreserve.org.

Free heart check up
June 12

Are you likely to develop cardiovascu-
lar disease? The Asian Health Coalition
believes that education is the best medi-
cine, and is inviting the community to a
free heart health screening 9 a.m. to noon,
Wednesday, June 12, at the Indo-American
Center, 6328 N. California.

At the Heart Health Workshop, guests
will get a screening for blood pressure,
body mass index (BMI), diabetes and cho-
lesterol. Guests will also have the option to
register for CARDIO, a six-week program
for adults to learn how to take better care
of your heart.

For more information, call 312-372-
7070, ext. 228.
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were on the North Side or in or around the
Loop.

“We have to say, who blighted who,”
Tresser said in his presentation. “The peo-
ple got blighted.”

TIFs are supposed to be used to help
build things and so the local construction
industry and trade unions are tightly con-
nected to them. But the TIFs take money
mostly from school budgets that can’t col-
lect the extra tax dollars generated in a TIF
for 23 years. That means that the taxpayers
not located within a TIF district then pay
more in property taxes to make up for lost
funds syphoned out by TIFs.

Also, Tresser noted, TIFs were supposed
to be used where they are collected, but
that’s not true as well. He said an exam-
ple was using TIF money from the highly
controversial McCormick Place to build a
basketball arena for DePaul Univ. that was
diverted to Navy Pier.

The TIF program began in 1986 by May-
or Harold Washington to spur development
in the neighborhoods. Former mayor Rich-
ard J. Daley then went wild on TIFs that
have totaled over $9 billion to date. Tresser
displayed a Godzilla with TIF printed
across his green chest to highlight how
they’ve terrorized the city.

He said there are today about 16,000
TIFs holding about $40 billion across the
country. There are now 146 TIF zones in
Chicago, including the city’s largest, the
Red Line Super TIF that is a mile wide and
runs from North Ave. to Devon Ave.

TIFs also paid out about $450 million in
finance fees.

“It’s an act of economic warfare on the
black communities,” Tresser said.
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He said aldermen Brian Hopkins (2nd),
Danny Solis (25th), Walter Burnett (27th)
and Carrie Austin (34th) have gotten dona-
tions from TIF recipients.

Several black aldermen on the South
Side, who voted in favor of the recent Lin-
coln Yards development, said it was about
jobs.

Tresser said these developments on the
North Side don’t need taxpayer dollars,
thus the lawsuit which contends, the “but,
for” clause which stipulates that nothing
would be built if the TIF was not provided.
Indeed the Lincoln Yards TIF seems to re-

“We have to say, who blighted
who,” Tresser said

in his presentation.

“The people got blighted.”

ward perhaps the hottest, most desirable
real estate in the entire Midwest.
“It’s not about economic development,”
Tresser said. “It’s about power and clout.”
Tresser said there are school districts
suing their mayors in other cities over the
TIF.
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moved to the neighborhood in the 1950s
and owned a number of Rogers Park-area
businesses.

Goldman wants to ensure that his new
development is an affordable and welcom-
ing place with rents projections for his
studio units to run between $800 to $921
a month, while a one bedroom unit will
run from $1,060 to $1,504 a month and
up. Two bedroom units are projected to

cost from $1,851 to $2,119 and up, and a
three bedroom unit is projected to run from
$2,300 to $2,858 and up.

Those figures drew anger from the
crowd, according to Blockclub Chicago.
Goldman reminded the crowd that the zon-
ing change they were seeking only would
increase the building height by five feet
from what’s already allowed. He said that
the project would cost between $14.5 to
$15.5 million to complete.
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A June 1 NBC news release noted that
murders, shootings and other violent
crimes have decreased during the first five
months of 2019 compared to the same pe-
riod in 2018, according to data collected by
Chicago police.

Chicago’s deadliest neighborhood re-
mains Englewood on the city’s South Side.
There have been 20 reported homicides and
71 wounded in that area thus far in 2019.

Atthe beginning of May, CPD announced
a “tech and data-driven” effort to help of-

7:05 PM

ficers curb violence during the notoriously
violent summer months. Plans include an
increased police presence along the lake-
front and downtown, and patrols focused
on parks and mass transit stations.

In closing the meeting, Ald. Osterman
and the commanders reminded residents
not to be afraid or intimidated about calling
911 and reminded community residents,
“If you see something, say something.”
Loughran said, “There’s never been more
accountability in the CPD -- the police are
doing the right thing.” A question and an-
swer session followed the meeting.

uimpact: o
T o —

Sl

TheChicagoDogs.com * (847) 636-5450




