The privilege of a lifetime
is being who you are.

— Joseph Campbell
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(L) John and Kathy Schreiber made a $100 million donation to Loyola Univ. Chicago. “Kathy and | felt called
to help level the playing field for students who face far higher barriers to opportunities,” said John. (R) In 2015,
Quinlan opened the doors on its new building at State and Pearson on the university’s Water Tower Campus in
downtown Chicago.

Loyola receives $100M donation
to fund scholarships

Legacy gift invests in underrepresented students

BY BOB KITSOS

Beginning this fall, hundreds
of Latino, Black, first-generation
and other ethnically and racially
diverse students who are consis-
tently and historically underrep-
resented in higher education will
reap the benefits of a recent gift
to Loyola Univ.

Chicago from John and Kathy
Schreiber.

The $100 million donation,
the largest in the university’s

152-year history, will fund full
scholarships, room and board,
and support services such as an
on-campus food pantry.

The June 2 announcement from
Loyola noted that the Schreibers
and the university plan to estab-
lish a $500 million restricted
portion of the university’s en-
dowment that would make these
resources permanent. This would
enable students to attend and suc-
cessfully graduate from Loyola
for generations to come.

The Schreibers’ donation is the
foundational investment in this
planned program, which aims to
fund hundreds of students a year
when fully funded. The new pro-
gram will launch this fall semes-
ter of Loyola’s 2022-2023 aca-
demic year.

“Students with talent, grit and
promising leadership potential
are, far too often, left out of life-
changing scholarship opportu-
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$92M sale of Weiss Hosp. finalized

The deal has been sealed to sell
Weiss Hospital in Uptown to Re-
silience Healthcare for $92 mil-
lion.

The State Health Facilities and
Services Review Board approved
the sale by West Suburban hospi-
tals on June 7, by a vote of 6-0.

Resilience is a newly created,
for-profit company led by physi-
cian Manoj Prasad, who has spent
much of his career helping to turn
around health care facilities.

“Over the past 30 years I’ve had
the privilege of leading numer-
ous health care organizations and
have rescued a number of chal-
lenged facilities,” Prasad told the

board. “I have moved to live in
this community with my family,
and I plan to stay here with my ear
to the ground to better understand
the communities’ needs.”

Prasad said his first task will
be to stop the financial bleeding
at the hospitals. Down the road he
hopes to bring new services to the
hospital and expand and improve
others.

Businessman Rathnakar Patlola
is a financial partner in Resilience
and will invest in the acquisition
and operations. Patlola’s company
Ramco Healthcare Holdings will
own the land on which the hospi-
tals sit, with Resilience entering

into long-term lease agreements
with Patlola.

The sale will hopefully mend a
troubled history between the hos-
pitals’ current owner, Pipeline,
and community members who
never trusted West Suburban hos-
pitals.

Over three years ago Pipeline
created angst after it bought the
hospitals. Pipeline initially said
it would turn around the three fa-
cilities, but instead said it would
close Westlake just weeks after
taking ownership, sparking fears
on the North Side that the same

WEISS see p. 16

Emergency shelter may be coming to Clark St.

North Side Housing and Sup-
portive Services [NSHS] and the
49th Ward Office are co-hosting
a community meeting on a pro-
posal to relocate its emergency
shelter to 7464 N. Clark St. The
site is currently zoned as B3-3,
which allows for emergency shel-
ters with a special use permit.

The meeting will be held virtu-
ally 6 p.m. Tuesday, June 21. To
register for the meeting, visit bit.
ly/NorthSideHousing.

North Side Housing agency
has been assisting individuals
find permanent housing solu-
tions in Lakeview, Uptown, and
Ravenswood since 1983. They

currently operate four programs
to help their clients: one shelter
in Rogers Park, permanent sup-
portive housing for 200 clients, a
Housing Navigation program to
help clients find affordable and
permanent housing, and a Drop-
In Center in Ravenswood to help
people experiencing homeless-
ness receive immediate support.
NSHS currently operates a 50-
bed shelter for men in the Super
8 Hotel at 7300 N. Sheridan Rd.
They embarked on a search across
the North Side to find a new loca-
tion after the owner of their pre-
vious shelter in Uptown failed to
bring building code violations

into compliance to keep the resi-
dents safe.

After looking at properties
across several wards and working
closely with a realtor, they were
able to enter into an agreement to
use the former medical care cen-
ter at 7464 N. Clark St. The plans
include creating an emergency
shelter for men with a total of 72
beds. The site would also host a
drop-in center to help homeless
people in the neighborhood get
a meal and clean clothes, take a
shower, and other immediate sup-
port services.

Verano terminates lease
on Sheridan Rd.,
seeks new location

Update on pot shop
zoning, neighbors not
happy with site location

Ald. Maria Hadden [49th] has
provided an update regarding the
zoning change application sub-
mitted by Verano Holdings for
the former Leona’s property at
6935 N. Sheridan Rd.

And it seems that many of the
locals are not happy about their
preferred location.

Earlier this year, Verano Hold-
ings, who purchased the Green-
Gate dispensary at 7305 N. Rog-
ers Ave., approached Hadden’s
office with a proposal to move
the current dispensary and can-
nabis license to a new location
at the site of the former Leona’s
restaurant on Sheridan Rd.

This proposal would re-

quire three separate zoning ap-
provals in order to open: chang-
ing the zoning designation from
“Business” to “Commercial” (Un-
der current Chicago zoning laws,
cannabis dispensaries are only
allowed within “Commercial”
zoning designations). Secondly,
they’d need a favorable applica-
tion to the Lakefront Protection
Review.

Obtaining a special use permit
that is required for all cannabis
dispensaries is the final step.
“As with any zoning change re-
quest that is presented to my of-
fice, a community-driven process
was initiated to gather feedback
and concerns from the neighbors
who would be affected by this
zoning change,” said Ald. Had-

VERANO seep. 16

Best of Rogers Park is back

After two years off, the Rogers Park Business Alliance will host
its annual Best of Rogers Park Awards ceremony in person.

The event will take place 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 22, in the
McCormick Lounge in Coffey Hall (Loyola Univ.), 1000 W. Sheri-
dan. Tickets are $20 each (RSVP required). For more information
and to register, visit https://rogersparkil.memberzone.com/
eventregistration/register/10290.

Join them in celebrating the outstanding Rogers Park commu-
nity members who make our neighborhood special.

Artists of the Wall Festival returns
to Rogers Park

This weekend the free interac-
tive Artists of the Wall Festival
will be held on Loyola Beach, fea-
turing 160 murals, 12 live bands,
dance performances, and kids’
activities.

The festival will run from
10 am.-5 p.m. at Loyola Park
and Beach between Farwell and
Morse. A longstanding commu-
nity event, the free-admission
festival will feature artist painting
mini-murals all along the lake-
front.

Themed “World of Tomorrow”
this year, the festival will feature
160 murals created by various
artists and local residents. Pre-
registered mural spots are sold
out, but a limited number of spots
reserved for walk-up are available
at the festival on Saturday, June
18, starting at 9 a.m.

Additional free chalk drawing
over the weekend is provided by
Circle Gardens, a community gar-
den within Loyola Park.

The bands will perform folk,
rock and jazz music on a 20’ stage
in the meadow in Loyola Park at
the Farwell Street entrance, from
10 a.m.-3 p.m., and from 10 a.m.-4
p.m. Sunday.

Synapse Dance will perform
throughout the park on Sunday,

welcoming visitors into the fes-
tival. Third Estate Art will host
a kids activities tent where kids
of all ages can paint their future
world on a tiny globe. Visitors are
encouraged to bring a picnic and
blanket while enjoying the fes-
tival. The Chicago Coast Guard
Auxiliary will provide water
safety along with coloring books
for kids.

The festival is a fundraiser for
the Loyola Park Advisory Coun-
cil, an all-volunteer team of Rog-
ers Park residents, with donations
made at www.loyolapark.org/do-
nate.
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It’s time to declutter homes and the city

By Thomas J. O'Gorman

Have you saved too many corks
from the wine you have drunk?
Or still not tossed out the chipped
cups and saucers that linger
around your kitchen cabinets?

Perhaps you have a pile of
swinging single socks with no
mates?

Or gas bills stacked sky-high
even though they’re paid?

Maybe a collection of card-
board boxes have been piling up
at the back door? Not to mention
all the Christmas cards and birth-
day greetings taking up space in
drawers. Too precious to send to
the garbage.

In my own home I have paint-
ings falling off the walls and
books dropping off the shelves.

Yes, we all share something in
common as the summer begins
and our confinement shaped by
the pandemic ceases its hold over
us.

That would be our need to “de-
clutter.”

You could call it our need to
“downsize” from the confinement
of the past two years.

We need to restore our lives
from before face masks and iso-
lation. Back to a more free and
less restrictive engagement of the
world. Beyond the inoculations
and clinical measurements that
sustain good health.

We now look around and rec-
ognize how we have embraced a
lifestyle of intense restriction and
clutter.

Having little choice as a cardi-
ac patient but to be cautious about
the details of daily living, I look
around and realize I've been slow
to free myself from the natural

inclination to hold on to things.
Not letting anything be thrown
out or discarded.

It’s not unlike people who are
considering selling their home for
something more compact. They
know that they have a lot of work
to do downsizing the contours of
everyday life before their move.

I have been fascinated that such
an enterprise as downsizing has
become a full genre of contem-
porary life. Just take a look at the
literature that’s out there on de-
cluttering. Have you seen “Keep
the Memories, Lose the Stuff,” or
“Let it Go,” or “Decluttering for
Dummies.” It’s a massive enter-
prise.

The rules are simple to ar-
ticulate, but more complicated to
achieve. It’s important to know
the rules to help figure out how
to declutter before downsizing.
Figuring what’s important so it’s
not thrown out in the process.
And most important, to figure out
where you should start first.

The first rule is really not to
dally. That is, don’t delay. Begin
the process as soon as you feel the
walls closing in.

Then organize. Start with one
room. Then move on to another.
Keeping things in perspective,
one room at a time, can really
help.

Measure out the new space that
you want to utilize. Know the di-
mensions of where you want to be.
How much space you have to live
in. Get that tape measure out.

Then ask yourself if it might
be time for a change in lifestyles.
That is, can you tweak your daily
living so that you’ll have the room
you need for an uncluttered life?
Less bottle caps. More open cor-
ners.

Now the hard part. You have to
have some essential ground rules.

For instance. Separate the sen-
timental from the non-sentimen-
tal. Not everything has the same
value. If something no longer fits,
out it goes. If something is un-
repairable, into the dumpster it
goes. If something has no perti-
nent value, give it a heave.
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You just don’t need those roller
skates you got for Christmas back
in 6th grade. The Picasso paint-
ing has more intrinsic value than
your college sweatshirt, let go the
sweatshirt. It won’t change your
life. The painting will.

You may need to expunge
things that may have sentimen-
tal value. Do it. Give it away to
someone else who will cherish
it. Perhaps a family member will
embrace it. If not, just let go. Your
second grade report card might
not sell at Christie’s, but could
be a treasure for a cousin. If not,
bury it.

Remember you can always sell
something that has real value. Or
you can donate it, perhaps. Like
your second car. Or all that cam-
era equipment. Schools often em-
brace expensive equipment. And
donations are often tax breaks.

Well, you get my drift. You can
take an organized approach to
liberating yourself from the clut-
ter of the past. You can embrace a
free and more intelligent way to
live. Even if you aren’t moving.
You can free up living space and
transform the things that prevent
you from healthy living. Dump
the junk. The trash can will set
you free.

Now this is critical when we
are dealing with old clothes, bro-
ken possessions, out of date publi-
cations and dangerous materials.
For example, keep the nitro sepa-
rate from the glycerin. The dyna-
mite separate from the matches.

It’s also true about the un-
healthy people that surround us.
Especially elected officials whose
ineptitude and inability to protect
the public affects any rational at-
tempts at government.

Right now the clutter we need
to remove are the people who have
turned Chicago into America’s
most dangerous city. Our mayor.
Our State’s Attorney. Many of our
aldermen. Our judicial officials
in the circuit court. Chicago vot-
ers need to have a strategic plan to
rid ourselves of this political gar-
bage. A strategy to free us from
the murder and mayhem of the

present.

Our streets have never been
more dangerous.

You can’t enter a McDonald’s
without fearing for your life. You
can’t drive your car without be-
ing afraid of being carjacked by a
gang of 15-year-olds. Looting and
high-end thievery are expanding
beyond control. Almost 1,000
people have been shot in the past
five months. And no one goes to
jail.

It’s time to declutter. Downsize
government.
Put  criminals
behind bars for
long sentences.
Especially  if
they have been
elected to pub-
lic office.

We need to
have a plan to
toss out these
folk like too
many wine
corks and too
many chipped

tea cups. We o Zimbrakos

nation. Our leaders co-operate
with crime.

FREE POSTCARDS: Ald.
Michele Smith [43rd] is offering
free post cards that you can send
to State’s Attorney Kim Foxx and
Chief Judge Tim Evans demand-
ing that they fully prosecute gun
offenders. You can pick up post-
cards at her Lincoln Park Office.

CHICAGO NEWS: Paul
Zimbrakos was legendary. So
was his temper. Passion for com-
petent accuracy and his self-
understanding
that the public
deserved to
have the funda-
mental option
of truthfulness
in the madness
that was news
gathering and
journalism ef-
forts before
the digital age.
He stretched
his disciples to
share his ba-
sic hungers for

need to separate
the sentimental from the unsenti-
mental. We need to get tough and
angry and take back our streets
and neighborhoods. We need po-
litical leadership that will shape
our futures in safety and intel-
ligence. No politician is too pre-
cious to be kept out of the dump-
ster. In Chicago we’re fighting for
our lives. Time to downsize and
rid ourselves of clutter, like the
pile of unmatched socks they are.

PARTNERS IN CRIME: It’s
reported that during the first five
months of 2022 there have been
971 shootings in Chicago. That’s
both a shameful and ludicrous
statistic. Only a carefully con-
cocted effort by the city’s woke
culture leadership, particularly
Mayor Lightfingers, State’s At-
torney Kim Foxx and Chief Judge
Timothy Evans could create the
intelligence vacuum to bring
such murder and mayhem to life.
When no one has to pay for their
crime, the social dysfunction ex-
plodes. Chicago is the talk of the

B" 7’
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what the real
facts could unleash. He helped
shape Chicago as a news center
as much as Joseph Medill or
Robert McCormick. He was a
slice out of “Front Page.” The
genius of City New Service died
last week at 86.

RECIPES ON RUSH: Great
news for foodies, the Gold Coast,
Rush St. just south of Oak St., is
about to undergo a fusion re-in-
vention. Favorite foods, familiar
and refined, are on their way at
Truluck’s, 41 E. Chestnut. Thanks
to Truluck’s master chef Mike
Clark. Many of you will recall,
more than two decades ago, when
he first put Gibson’s and Hugo’s

DECLUTTER see p. 13
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ter Parker, the youngest of Grandma B’s four grandchildren.
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Honoring two legends: Grandma and Prince

Heart
of the “‘Hood

by Felicia Dechter

I hope that when I die, my grandchildren
will all get together and fondly reminisce,
and hopefully tell loving stories of how I
enhanced their lives. I hope they’ll rock out
to the music I loved while singing at the
top of their lungs, and dancing, playing air
guitar, and prancing around like Mick Jag-
ger, protruding lips included.

I pray that they’ll remember me, their
Grammy, with nothing but love in their
hearts and wonderful, fun memories. Just
like the four grandchildren do in the play,
“Grandma’s Jukebox,” which runs through
June 26 at Black Ensemble Theater (BET),
4450 N. Clark St.

If you're looking for a couple of musical-
ly-spiritual things to do this weekend, look
no further than “Grandma’s Jukebox,” (and
“Prince: The Immersive Experience”).

“Grandma’s Jukebox” was written and
directed by Michelle Reneé Bester. It runs
90 minutes without an intermission (a con-
cept I'm really starting to like) and in it, the
spirit of Grandma B., lives on.

Once I found out that B stands for Betty,
I started thinking about my own maternal
grandmother of the same name. As the
actors in the show took their trips down
Memory Lane remembering their grandma
with songs from her old jukebox, I found
myself doing the same.

I thought about lying in the king-sized
bed with my Grandma Betty, eating ice
cream and watching “The Joey Bishop
Show,” with one very young Regis Philbin
as his sidekick. I thought about my Betty’s
amazing “concoctions,” those delicious
meals that somehow she’d throw togeth-
er with whatever she had in the fridge. I
thought about looking out the windows
with her at 3600 N. Lake Shore Drive
and marveling at the Totem Pole and the
crowds of ice skaters whizzing around at
Waveland Park.

In the BET show, talented performers do
the same, reminiscing about their grand-
mother, thinking about what she did for
each of their lives and the music she loved.
Without her, the family feels lost, until
they start hearing the music coming from
her old juke box. It’s through that, that the
grandkids come to understand and accept
the powerful healing of music. It’s also a
tribute to beloved grandmas everywhere.

The production features songs made
popular by Tina Turner, Michael Jackson,
Mary Mary, Boyz II Men, Nina Simone,
Jazmine Sullivan and Sly and the Family
Stone, among others. The actors all are
stellar and include Jessica Seals, Aeriel
Williams, Vincent Jordan, Blake Reasoner,
and Jeff Wright, the lone white boy.

While there, I ran into BET founder/
CEO Jackie Taylor, who has been inspiring
me with her phenomenal productions and
relentless drive for many years now. Taylor,
a producer, playwright and actress, found-
ed BET in 1976, and I remember when way
back when her shows were held in a school
basement.

Today, BET is the only African Ameri-
can theater in Uptown and it continually
dazzles audiences with outstanding origi-
nal musicals. BET has produced more than
100 productions and employed more than
5,000 artists. Taylor’s mission has always
been to eradicate racism and its devastat-
ing effects upon society through the the-
ater arts.

She and I briefly talked about the toll the
pandemic has taken on BET---it has been a
big one, just as it has for theaters everywhere.
So if you want to see some good ol’ local tal-
ent at work, be sure to head over to BET. If
not for this performance, the next one.

BET’s 2022 season includes World
Premiere musicals showcasing the power
of healing, with each featuring different
journeys and a variety of musical genres
including gospel, spiritual, soul, jazz, hip-
hop, blues, the sounds of the Harlem Re-
naissance, and more.

The remainder of the 2022 season in-
cludes: “My Brother Langston,” written and
directed by Rueben Echoles with previews
starting Aug. 13. The show takes place in
the apartment of Langston Hughes, where
he entertains prolific and profound legends
of the time. “On this fascinating journey,
accompanied by outstanding music from
the Harlem Renaissance, we come to un-
derstand why Langston Hughes was con-
sidered one of the greatest poets and civil
rights leaders of his time and why his poet-
ry continues to speak to us today. His work
is a tapestry for healing,” says the show’s
description.

“Blues Heaven,” written and directed by
Daryl Brooks, with previews starting Oct.
22 and described as: “We are in what looks
like a performance venue where four great
blues legends—Big Momma Thornton,
Howlin’Wolf, Muddy Waters and Stevie
Ray Vaughn-are reminiscing about the ups
and downs of their careers while waiting
for the ‘new guy’ to show up. They are ea-
ger to give him advice about meeting—The
Boss.” The new guy-B.B. King-arrives
and what ensues is a blues concert that is
heaven sent.”

And in addition to BET’s regular season,
a number of special events will be hap-
pening: “Fridays on the Green” (A Musi-
cal Celebration) will occur Fridays in July
(1,8,15, 22, 29) and Black Ensemble’s BPI
(Black Playwrights Initiative) presents:
“Sex in the Summer in the City Summer
Series,” Aug. 23 to 27. And before you
know it, it’ll be time for BET’s Christmas
Cabaret, Dec. 10, 11, 17 and 18.

Please support BET. Attend a show, now
or later, and start making your own memo-
ries.

Dearly beloved ... on June 7, on what
would have been the Purple One’s 64th
birthday, I went to “Prince: The Immersive
Experience,” at 540 N. Michigan Ave.

I went crazy. Just like Prince says to do.

I was given a cool, educational media
tour by Jacqui Proscia, marketing direc-
tor for the show’s producer, the New York-
based Superfly, an experience company
“obsessed with activating and amplifying
communities around common passions and
unforgettable moments.” Proscia had the
wildest pants on with stars and moons and
sunrays... perfect for the exhibit. Prince
would have loved them.

The interactive, multi-sensory experi-
ence tours 10 immersive spaces and ex-
plores Prince’s life, creative evolution,
and talent. Step inside the iconic “Purple
Rain,” album cover where you can sit on
a replica motorcycle of the one Prince

posed on. See the colorful --and also tiny
as he was very thin-- outfits he wore on the
album tour. Check out an immersive audio-
visual room designed by Prince’s lighting
and production designer, Roy Bennett.
Play music producer and mix one of
Prince’s greatest hits in Studio A. See all
of his ever-changing with the times album
covers (I never knew there were so many)
and browse photos and memorabilia from
his life, including his fave guitars. Ex-
plore exclusive artifacts, and lounge on the
purple velvet chaise in a room filled with
exquisite crystal chandeliers. And find out
more about when he changed his name to
an unpronounceable symbol and became
“The Artist Formerly Known as Prince” --
and the controversy surrounding it.
Proscia told me that Superfly worked

HONORING see p. 6
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Upcoming historic
Edgewater walks

Strollers may enjoy views of
the historic homes and buildings
of Edgewater in three historic dis-
tricts, designated by the U.S. Dept.
of the Interior, led by knowledge-
able guides from the Edgewater
Historical Society, 5358 N. Ash-
land Ave.

Guides will lead guests through
the tour, and share information.
The fee for each tour is $15, which
supports the Edgewater Historical
Society Museum.

There are new tours available,
they include:

e Surprising Broadway: Which
features several of the signifi-
cant Motor Row buildings and
a collection of two-flats built
before the street was designated
commercial, June 12, and July
30.

* Edgewater Beach North: Featur-
ing landmarks and homes from
the 1890s in the area around
Granville and Kenmore, June
16, and July 6.

e Bryn Mawr Historic District:
The center of Edgewater and
Edgewater’s main street, June
22, and July 20.

* Edgewater Glen: A popular sec-
tion of single family homes and
two-flats developed from some

BBB A+ Rating
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of the Kransz family original
farm at the end of the 19th cen-
tury, June 23, and July 28.

» Edgewater North: The tour be-
gins at Broadway and Gran-
ville and extends throughout
the neighborhood, June 26, and
July 30.

* Magnolia Glen: One of Edgewa-
ter’s oldest areas, June 29, and
July 21.

* Lakewood Balmoral Historic
District: This district displays
many of Edgewater’s finest ar-
chitectural gems in residential
housing, July 14, and July 27.

* Discover the Art Underfoot: An
exploration of the hidden art-
work along Edgewater’s lake-
front, July 23.

* North Magnolia Glen: The new-
est section of Edgewater, July
24.

* Edgewater Beach Hotel: The
walk begins in front of the
Breakers, Aug. 14.

* Andersonville Historic District:
This district exhibits some of
the finest commercial architec-
ture built by Swedish architects
at the beginning of the 20th
century, Aug 20.

For more information or regis-
tration visit: bit.ly/ehswalk8
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The Quality Cleaners
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Optimized cleaning for each garment.
We have a complete arsenal

of three cleaning methods;

two types of dry-cleaning

PLUS aqua-cleaning.

3000 N. Broadway

Call 773-348-5510 to arrange curbside pick-up
www.barryregentcleaners.com
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Assessing Chicago’s true

by Don DeBat

Assessing true real estate val-
ues in the city of Chicago and
throughout Cook County really
is an inexact science and a chal-
lenge.

Cook County Assessor Fritz
Kaegi readily admits his field
team, which helps maintain resi-
dential characteristics on 1.2 mil-
lion properties, legally cannot
enter homes and so “must make
educated guesses” as to interior
features, improvements and ap-
pointments.

Who knows how many thou-
sands of Chicago homes and two-
flats have basement, attic, garage
and coach-house apart- pg
ments with illegal kitch-
ens and bathrooms that
date back to before the
end of World War 11?7

The Assessor’s team
readily admits it cannot
be realistically staffed
to knock on every resi-
dential property door
in Cook County every
year and depend on
home-improvement
permits to trigger site
visits.

5 ""

Cook County As-
sessor Fritz Kaegi.

real estate values is a

TR

An Old Town tiny house.

challenge

cannot currently guarantee that
historic and current parcel values
align with what is presented on
his website.

Therefore, the data used to
reach an accurate assessment
often is not available to the data
staff in its final form. “We hope
to be able to confirm the accura-
cy of data we’re making available
here against what’s
available on the web-
site soon,” according to
the Open Data Report.

In an effort to pro-
vide governmental
transparency, Assessor
Kaegi recently pub-
lished millions of rows
of data on Cook Coun-
ty’s Open Data Por-
tal. Datasets from the
Assessor’s office can
be viewed and down-

“Permitting is at best an in-
complete process—some home
improvements are performed
unpermitted, and some permits
do not accurately represent the
work being done,” according to a
new “Open Data Portal” recently
opened by the Assessor.

Much of the Assessor’s staff
work is accomplished by utilizing
digital tools, including the “Auto-
mated Valuation Model” [AVM].

The AVM is joined with the
“parcel universe” to allow con-
venient spatial analysis and map-
ping of sales, which can be joined
to historic assessed values for ra-
tio studies, notes the Open Data
Portal.

Got that?

So, it’s no wonder that Assessor
Kaegi says his data department

loaded online at: www.

cookcountyassessor.com/open-

data.
The data for each property con-
tains the following:

* Assessed values from 1999 to
2021.

* Transaction and sales data.

e Location data, such as the
school district in which the
property is situated, and dis-
tances to amenities, including
the nearest El station or park.

e Physical characteristics of
homes and condominiums.
These datasets will automati-

cally update periodically with

new information as it is entered
into “iasWorld,” the Assessor

Office’s modernized assessment

system of record.

“Since the start of my adminis-
tration, I've prioritized transpar-

ency and data integrity,” Kaegi
said. “The publication of this
historic assessment date dem-
onstrates my dedication to these
values.”

Assessor Kaegi, who is run-
ning for reelection on June 28,
has been targeted and criticized
by big commercial property own-
ers and apartment developers for
refocusing assessment efforts on
them—and away from homeown-
ers, who have been carrying the
majority of the tax burden for de-
cades.

Kaegi’s opponent is Kari Steele,
president of the Metropolitan
Reclamation District of Greater
Chicago.

Property owners who think
they are over assessed should file
an appeal, advises expert proper-
ty tax-assessment lawyer Michael
Griffin.

Visit the assessor’s website:
www.cookcountyassessor.com,
or call 312-443-7550 to find com-
parable properties or start the ap-
peal process.

A taxpayer can file with the
Cook County Board of Review
(312-603-5542) or WwWww.cook-
countyboardofreview.com  and
later with the Illinois Property
Tax Appeals Board (217-785-
6076), or www.ptab.illinois.gov.
Or, call Michael Griffin at 312-
943-1789.

For more housing news, visit
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat
is co-author of “Escaping Condo
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide
for condominium living. Visit
www.escapingcondojail.com.

Happy birthday Driehaus

The Richard H. Driehaus Mu-
seum, 40 E. Erie St., will be cel-
ebrating its 14th birthday on June
25 with a party for the public, fea-
turing music, film and a classic
car. It will be the first event held
in the historic 1926 John B. Mur-
phy Memorial Auditorium since
the Museum acquired it earlier
this year.

Reginald R. Robinson, a 2004
winner of the John D. & Cath-
erine T. MacArthur Award for his
innovative ragtime piano works
and music research, will play a
program including music from
his critically renowned album,
“Man Out of Time.” After a brief
intermission, the Museum will
show the 1916 Charlie Chaplin

short comedic silent film, The
Rink, with Robinson accompany-
ing on piano.

A vintage car from the Richard
H. Driehaus Collection will be on
view to transport guests back to
the 1920s. Doors open at 5 p.m.
and the event is expected to run
from 5:30 pm until 6:30 p.m. Ad-
mission to the Museum that day is
included in the ticket price.

The Museum opened in 2008 at
the historic 1883 Nickerson Man-
sion at Wabash and Erie. Philan-
thropist Richard H. Driehaus ac-
quired the building as a gift to the
City of Chicago and oversaw an
award-winning five-year restora-
tion that fully preserved the build-
ing to its Gilded Age splendor.

In 2022, the Museum ushered in
its next chapter when it purchased
the Murphy Auditorium, designed
by the Chicago architectural firm
of Marshall and Fox. “Just as the
Murphy heralded a new era for its
then owners, the American Col-
lege of Surgeons, our acquisition
boldly positions the Museum as a
new center for cultural learning
for all of Chicago, said Executive
Director Anna Musci.

To Purchase Tickets visit
https://driechausmuseum.org/pro-
grams/detail/the-driehaus-muse-
um-first-14-birthday-party or call
312-482-8933.
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On June 9, the chief of investigations at
the Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office
sent an unexpected email to dozens of col-
leagues. He would be resigning the next

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Foxx’s top investigator suddenly quits

“My integrity, morals, and ethics are intact,” former FBI supervisor tells colleagues

has integrity beyond reproach. I hope I
have always earned your respect as you
deserved such. You most definitely earned
my respect and admiration.”

With his email, Roache became the sec-
ond high-ranking member of Foxx’s of-

day, he said, effective imme-
diately. James Roache did not
give a reason for his departure
in the message, copies of which
were provided to this reporter.

Roache’s sudden exit after
five years as investigations
chief raised eyebrows. So did
his next-to-last paragraph:

“I am resigning with my
integrity, morals, and ethics
intact. Such has always been
important to me as once these
are compromised there is no

James Roache

fice this year to mention their
personal integrity in an un-
expected farewell message to
staff members. Natosha Toller,
head of the criminal prosecu-
tion branch, did the same thing
in February.

“This has been extremely
difficult both professionally
and personally,” Roache wrote.
“I genuinely appreciate all re-
ceiving this email as esteemed
colleagues and friends.

About 140 state’s attorney

recovery. I believe this is the foundation
which we entrust our careers with and the
lives of victims, witnesses, and society
members we encounter and often embrace.
I know the audience receiving this email

employees, mostly from within the inves-
tigations bureau, received Roache’s mes-
sage. Cook County State’s Attorney Kim
Foxx was not copied in.

Roache’s surprising, no-notice departure

Over half of murder cases
CPD ‘cleared’ last year
didn’t result in prosecution

BY CWBCHICAGO

The Chicago Police Dept. [CPD] an-
nounced on June 1 that its Bureau of De-
tectives had “cleared” 139 murder cases so
far in 2022. “A homicide clearance rate of
58%,” the press release said.

But “clearing” a murder does not mean
someone is charged with the murder. CPD
can also ‘“clear” a homicide if it believes
the killer has died or if it’s confident about
the case, but the Cook County State’s At-
torney’s Office refuses to pursue charges.

In fact only 63% of the 82 murders CPD
cleared in the first three months of this
year resulted in charges being filed, ac-
cording to records provided to this reporter
in a Freedom of Information Act request.
Prosecutors refused to charge in 26% of
the cases and 11% of the alleged killers
were deceased.

And many of the cleared cases that are
contributing to the department’s clearance
rate are old. Five of the 82 murders cleared
as of March 30 were committed before
2001. Another 19 were committed between
2003 and 2019.

Last year, CPD “cleared” 400 murder
cases. Slightly fewer than half of those

— 196 — were cleared by filing charges.
Prosecutors refused to prosecute 136 cases
and another 68 cases were cleared because
the suspected murder was dead.

Six of last year’s cleared murders oc-
curred before 2001. None of those was
cleared by filing charges. Another 121 oc-
curred from 2001 to 2019. Only 19 of those
were cleared by filing charges. Per CPD’s
records, 43 of last year’s cases were cleared
by “death of offender” and 59 by “bar to
prosecute,” meaning the state’s attorney’s
office declined to pursue charges.

In fact only 63% of the 82 murders CPD
cleared in the first three months of this year
resulted in charges being filed, according
to records provided in our a Freedom of
Information Act request. Prosecutors re-
fused to charge in 26% of the cases and
11% of the alleged killers were deceased.

And many of the cleared cases that are
contributing to the department’s clearance
rate are old. Five of the 82 murders cleared
as of March 30 were committed before
2001. Another 19 were committed between
2003 and 2019.

Last year, CPD “cleared” 400 murder
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came hours before the public learned that
Foxx’s husband summoned police to their
home the prior weekend after she allegedly
struck him during a domestic incident.

Foxx’s personal security detail, part of
Roache’s domain, was stationed outside
her home when Flossmoor police arrived.
The Flossmoor cop who wrote a report to
document what happened at the Foxx home
ended with the following:

“While I was working on this report,
Richard Peck, an investigator from Kim-
berly Foxx’s executive protection unit,
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compassion and empathy. I cannot com-
prehend a more significant impact on so-
ciety.”

Roache, who retired from the FBI in 2014
as senior supervisory resident agent after
22 years, shared one of his favorite quotes
in the email. He said it came from former
U.S. Secretary of State and U.S. Army Gen.
Colin Powell, who died last year:

“The day the soldiers stop bringing you
their problems is the day you stopped lead-
ing them. They have either lost confidence
that you can help them or concluded that

stopped at the Flossmoor Po-
lice Dept. Richard stated if
we needed anything we could
contact him and he provided
his contact number of [redact-
ed]. Officer Estrada, Officer
Carden, Sergeant Tencza, and |
were wearing body worn cam-
eras.”

Flossmoor PD declined a
Freedom of Information Act
request for the officers’ camera

Kim Foxx

you do not care. Either case is
a failure of leadership.

“I consider this quote so ap-
propriate, impactful, and rep-
resentative of my time with
you. I was honored to discuss
challenges and problems with
many of you ... I considered
each of you genuine leaders
who I consulted to discuss my
challenges and problems with
working collaboratively to-

footage.

A source who has worked with Roache
at the state’s attorney’s office called him
“careful, deliberate.”

Roache thanked his colleagues for their
“highest levels of integrity, compassion,
empathy, and tireless dedication ... You
advocated for those impacted by crime
and violence who were left physically and
psychologically injured and often voiceless
find justice. You walked victims through
the darkest times in their lives and showed

wards common goals. Thank
you for your advice, counselling, and most
importantly the moral character you car-
ried with you during your respective ca-
reers.”

“I humbly wish you the very best in life
as you continue to positively impact soci-
ety in countless ways,” Roache concluded.
“Please stay safe and healthy.”

On June 9, two sources said, members of
the state’s attorney’s office lined up and ap-
plauded Roache as he headed out the door.

THE LINCOLN CENTER THEATER PRODUCTION

JUNE 28-JULY 10
CoittweFoc2cc + BROADWAYINCHICAGO.cOM

800-775-2000 ® Groups 10+: 312-977-1710 ® Tickets available at all Broadway In Chicago Box Offices

Audience members are required to be masked at all times throughout the theatre. For the latest health and safety procedures and guidelines visit BroadwayInChicago.com/covid19.
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Make Music on the river June 21

Make Music Chicago will be
noon to 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, June
21, at various Riverwalk loca-
tions.

Join the International Music
Foundation for their annual pre-
sentation of Make Music Chica-
go on the Riverwalk that includes
interactive/participatory events.

Guests may listen to bluegrass
and folk bands, show tunes and
kids DJs, take a free guitar, ka-
zoo or harmonica lesson, or bring
your ukulele for a uke jam. A
complete schedule of events can
be found at makemusicchicago.

org.

Every June 21, Make Music
Chicago brings people together
to celebrate their ability to make
music, regardless of age, ability
or preferred musical style. Unlike
a typical music festival, Make
Music Chicago is open to any-
one who wants to take part. Ev-
ery kind of musician—young and
old, amateur and professional—
takes to the streets, parks, plazas,
and porches of Chicago to share
music of all genres with friends,
neighbors and strangers. All of it
is free and open to the public.

Tune in to ‘l Can’t Hear You’
virtual program on June 22

If you or someone you know is
experiencing hearing loss or tin-
nitus -- a ringing or noises in one
or both of your ears -- you’ll want
to attend this informative session
with Dr. Kim Cavitt, a licensed
audiologist. The program will
be 6:30-7:30 p.m. on Wednesday,
June 22.

Dr. Cavitt will present the ba-
sics of hearing loss and tinnitus
and outline many evaluation and
discounted treatment options.
She’ll also share hearing aid and
funding options available in Illi-
nois. A Q&A will follow.

This is a virtual program; reg-
ister on the Edgewater Village
Chicago website, evchicago.org,
or the Chicago Public library
website. After registering, you’ll
receive an email with the link
to the Zoom program, which is

CAR \WASlII

Automatic Car Wash .

—FREE VACUUMING

3218 W.Irving _
4550 W. Addison

4820 W. Lawrence

Dr. Kim Cavitt, an audiologist for 30

years, will present an informational
program about hearing loss and
treatment and funding options on
June 22.

a partnership with Edgewater
Satellite Senior Center and the
Edgewater Branch of the Chicago
Public Library.

Open Arms United
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor
Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer 10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place
(Nursery through 5th Grade)
Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer
7:30 pm Bible Study

817 Grace St. 773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING
OAUWCChicago.org
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- A welcoming used book nook

| with an enchanting vibe. Settle in on

. one of the comfy couches for a read or browse

the beautiful artwork.
This unique spot is brimming with rich art

and literary masterpieces!

Open Tues.-Sun.
Noon-7 pm

6239 N. Clark St.
239-595-7426
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The acts in Water Music unfold over three hours on the openly accessible Lane Beach, welcoming passersby, and
bringing together neighbors on the lakeshore.

Water Music on the Beach to perform June 25,
live at Lane Beach in Edgewater

Water Music on the Beach is an
annual series of live performanc-
es. This summer, with Boulevard
Dreamers Lise Haller Baggesen
and Kirsten Leenaars, they hope
to connect performers and audi-
ences in Edgewater, Rogers Park,
and Uptown.

Initiated by 6018North in 2012,
Water Music on the Beach high-
lights Chicago’s proximity to
Lake Michigan.

This year the Boulevard
Dreamers Portrait Preview will
be 3 p.m. Saturday June 25, at
6018North, 6018 N Kenmore
Ave. At 3:45 guests will walk to
Lane Beach, 5915 N. Sheridan
Rd. The show will run from 4 to
7 p.m. Compositions and scores
will reflect, react to, or personify
the sounds of water.

Boulevard Dreamers is a com-
munity-focused traveling musi-
cal variety show and installation
that seeks out and highlights the
talent within the communities it

visits. This project, created and
developed by artists Baggesen
and Leenaars, consists of three
elements: a stage set/installation,
a show of live performances, and
studio portraits of all performers.
Earlier presentations of Boule-
vard Dreamers were held at The
Poetry Foundation, The Art In-
stitute of Chicago, The Franklin,
and The Museum of Contempo-
rary Art, Chicago.

An integral part of the project
is a green room which features
studio photographs of Boulevard
Dreamers All-Stars on view at
6018North. Like celebrity photo-
graphs in a restaurant, this grow-
ing collection of portraits forms
an archive of Chicago perform-
ers.

The project claims to blur dis-
tinctions between professional
and amateur; make-believe and
reality; and artists and audience.
All performers are treated equally
as stars with a studio photo shoot,

perform, and are paid equally for
their 15 minutes of fame to chal-
lenge persistent social construc-
tions and barriers.

On Lane Beach in Edgewater,
the installation of a stage frames
the view of Lake Michigan. With
tinsel, glamour, glitter, and the al-
lure of the spotlight, Boulevard
Dreamers embraces the gathering
of performers, the staging of the
set, and the theatrical spectacle of
the performance itself, all as a la-
bor of love that connects strangers
through sharing in the production
of a spectacle.

The acts unfold over three hours
on the openly accessible Lane
Beach, welcoming passersby, and
bringing together a wide ensemble
of neighbors on the lakeshore.

This program is supported by a
grant from the Illinois Arts Coun-
cil Agency through an award from
the National Endowment for the
Arts, as well as other donors. For
more info visit 6018North.org.

(L-R) Superfly’s media tour guide and director of marketing Jacqui Proscia and her wild pants. Lincoln Park artist
Michele Williams revving it up on the replica motorcycle from the Purple Rain album cover. Mercury Theater’s new

managing director Kristi J. Martens.

HONORING from p. 3

with the Prince estate to present
his life and work, and cultivate op-
portunities to further his legacy. I
never really thought about how far
back Prince’s music and musical
history go, but they go a long way
back, decades. I've always liked
“His Royal Badness,” but I admit
I'm not a super-fan like some peo-

ple I know. But this limited-time
run is perfect for both Prince fans
and music lovers alike.

I really enjoyed taking this ap-
proximately 60-minute trip into
the creative world of Prince, defi-
nitely an electrifying artist. I left
entertained, well-informed, and
inspired, and a bigger fan than I
was when I walked in.

Congrats...to the Mercury
Theater and its new managing di-
rector, Kristi J. Martens. Martens,
who has already been the produc-
tion stage manager at the theater
for the past decade, joins the
leadership team of artistic direc-
tor Christopher Chase Carter and
executive producers L. Walter
Stearns and Eugene Dizon.
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Man shot

in North Center
BY CWBCHICAGO

A 24-year-old man was shot while riding
in a car in North Center on June 9, Chicago
police said. He was traveling in the front
passenger seat of a car on the 4200 block
of N. Western Ave. when someone shot at
him from a gray SUV that sped away from
the scene around 2:56 a.m., according to a
CPD media statement.

The victim’s girlfriend drove him to St.
Francis Hospital in Evanston for treatment
of gunshot wounds to both legs. Police said
he was in fair condition.

Surveillance video showed the SUV
traveling south on Western Ave. with the
victim’s car. As the vehicles reached Ber-
teau, the gunman opened fire and the cars
split up at the intersection.

Police found two shell casings at the
scene. The shooting is the first of the year
for North Center.

Man stabbed during fight
near the Wilson CTA station

Police are investigating after a man was
stabbed in the chest during a fight near the
Wilson CTA station June 9.

The victim, a 59-year-old man, told po-
lice he was in a fight with another man
who stabbed him in the chest on the 1100
block of W. Wilson around 7:22 p.m., Of-
ficer Alex Aguas said.

EMS took the victim to Advocate Illi-
nois Masonic Medical Center in fair condi-
tion with a puncture wound to his chest.

CPD did not release a description of
the assailant. The victim told police he
thought the offender fled into the Wilson
station. Aguas said initial information in-
dicated that the stabbing did not take place
on CTA property.

WEISS from p. 1

could happen to Weiss Hospital. Those
fears were exacerbated when Pipeline
agreed to sell a parking lot at Weiss to a
developer who will build a new apartment
building there.

The sale call for Pipeline plans to credit
$12 million from the Weiss parking lot sale
to Resilience to reinvest in the hospitals.
Pipeline has invested about $60 million
in the hospitals since it took ownership,
despite sustaining millions of dollars in
losses.

NEWS-STAR

Tomorrow’s Titans

Fifty-four 6th graders from the
Chicago Math and Science Acad-
emy in Rogers Park, 7212 N Clark
St., collaborated all year long with a
teaching artist from 826CHlI, a non-
profit that helps students improve
their writing skills.

The result is the book “Tomor-
row’s Titans,” a collection of poetry
and creative writing which is being
professionally published. The book

is available for purchase in the 826CHI store in Wicker

Park as well as on Amazon.

DONATION fromp. 1

nities and services due to circumstances
beyond their control,” said Loyola Presi-
dent Dr. Jo Ann Rooney. “This leadership
gift creates opportunity, renews hope, and
begins to holistically address and remove
systemic barriers to student success and
opportunity while inspiring others to take
action.”

The Schreiber gift has the potential to
transform students, families and commu-
nities for generations to come. According
to the university, the average difference in
lifetime earnings between college degree
grads and a high school diploma is ap-
proximately $1 million. In addition, col-
lege graduates are typically more engaged
in civic and community affairs, committed
to helping others through volunteerism and
mentoring and better equipped to sustain
positive health outcomes over the course of

their lives.

“I’ve long been inspired by the pursuit
of excellence grounded in a Jesuit, Catho-
lic mission that I've seen at Loyola,” said
John Schreiber, a 1968 graduate of the uni-
versity and a trustee since 2014. He helped
build the Blackstone real estate business, an
American alternative investment manage-
ment company based in New York City.

He continued, “Kathy and I felt called
to help level the playing field for students
who face far higher barriers to opportuni-
ties and to give these students access to an
education at Loyola that provides limitless
possibilities for their futures. We want this
to be the centerpiece of an upcoming com-
prehensive fundraising campaign that we
hope will raise $1 billion for this and other
university priorities.”

The Schreibers have been regular donors
to the university since 1978. Other gifts in-
clude the naming gift for the construction

of the John and Kathy Schreiber Center in
2013, which is home to Loyola’s Quinlan
School of Business on the downtown Water
Tower Campus.

In 2015, they extended their philanthropy
to support the launch and ongoing success
of the university’s Arrupe College, an asso-
ciate-degree program with strong support
services that enables students to graduate
with little to no debt and move on to four-
year colleges and universities or enter the
work force.

The Schreibers also have funded efforts
to provide legal services for immigrants
through Loyola’s Center for the Human
Rights of Children (CHRC). Founded in
1870, Loyola Univ. is one of the nation’s
largest Jesuit, Catholic universities with
nearly 17,500 students.

VERANO from p. 1

den.

On March 28, her office hosted a com-
munity meeting with Verano Holdings.
After the community meeting, they col-
lected hundreds of responses regarding
this zoning change. “While the 49th Ward
supported the zoning change overall, the
immediate neighbors were not as support-
ive,” she reports. “Many of the respondents
who lived nearby expressed concerns with
traffic, crime, and Verano’s general busi-
ness practices. However, a general through
line began to develop from a majority of
the responses - while supportive of Verano
being in the neighborhood, many felt this
was not the best location for a dispensary

to be located.”

“My office then began to work with Ve-
rano to address these concerns. After the
community meeting, my team and I brought
an array of possible new sites to Verano for
consideration,” said Hadden. “We would
like to see them located on Morse Ave, west
of Sheridan so that all of our businesses
can benefit from the increased traffic they
would bring to the area. While Verano is
open to considering alternative locations
in our ward, they haven’t found the ones
we’ve presented as viable so far.”

Reportedly, after the community meet-
ing, some other prospective opportuni-
ties for the former Leona’s site have been
presented to Hadden’s office as well that
she thinks could be better aligned with the

community needs.

“Because we would like to pursue other
possible uses, Verano has decided to termi-
nate their hold on the lease with the owner
of 6935 N. Sheridan Rd. and will no longer
pursue the zoning changes they were seek-
ing,” she reports.

Hadden says her office is continuing to
work with Verano on alternative sites and
“are excited that new opportunities have
presented themselves through our com-
munity process. My office will continue to
work to bring the best developments pos-
sible to our ward and to make sure the for-
mer Leona’s site returns to use as a good,
productive neighbor that will be embraced
by the community it serves.”
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www.UrhausenGreenhouses.com

“Urhausen Greenhouses is one of the best finds
for Chicagoland gardeners.” - Tom S., customer review

Since 1922 gardeners and plant lovers have been treating themselves
by visiting our peaceful 2-acre greenhouse. Blooming hanging baskets,
annuals, perennials, herbs and vegetable plants grown onsite.

Choose a basket already in bloom or mix & match from more than

150 perennials and a dazzling array of annuals in all colors and varieties.
Come visit us!
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100% locally owned and operated, the Urhausen family has been growing plants for a living since 1922
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