That money talks, I'll not deny,
| heard it once: It said, ‘Goodbye.

— Richard Armour
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Fate of new high-rise
at Weiss Hospital a mystery after rogue vote

Apparently they’re still count-
ing votes at the 46th Ward. Or
not.

In the balance is a proposed
new 12-story, 314 unit, rental resi-
dential building that may have a
total height of 159°, with 136 on-
site parking spaces.

Lincoln Property Company’s
proposal for the Weiss Hospital
parking lot at 4600 N. Marine Dr.
was rejected by the 46th Ward’s
Zoning and Development Com-
mittee earlier this month in a
tight vote. But now Ald. James
Cappleman [46th] will determine
the project’s fate after a member
of that committee changed his
‘rogue’ vote after casting a decid-
ing vote.

Due to a changed vote, the fate of a
proposed new high rise on the 4600
block of Marine Dr. is unknown.

The final margin was close,
separated by only one: 16 votes
against, 15 votes in favor, and one
abstention.

Shortly after that, the vice
president of Northalsted Business
Alliance [NHBA], who voted
“against” the proposal (via their
rep Lake Alen) at the prior meet-
ing, appealed to Ald. Cappleman
and asked that the “no” vote cast
at last week’s meeting be reversed
and changed to a vote in favor
of the project. Officials with the
NHBA said its acting executive
director, Lake Alen, went rogue
voting “no” on the project against
the group’s wishes.

The NHBA says that their orga-
nization previously met and voted
in favor of the proposal, and then
at the June 11 meeting, Alen vot-

ROGUE see p. 12

Chicago USPS Postmaster replaced

Home-delivery of mail by the
U.S. Postal Service on Chicago’s
North Side has wavered between
dismal and well below average for
more than a decade.

For the last 18-months, for some
communities, receiving mail was
at best a once-a-week occurrence.
This newspaper reported several
times about communities com-
plaining about weeks-in-a-row
passing with no mail delivered to
the home.

Improvements brought on by
interventions by U.S. Reps. Jan
Schakowsky and Mike Quigley
proved temporary - and now the

Chicago Post Office has just an-
nounced a leadership change after
years of mail service complaints.
According to an internal an-
nouncement, Chicago Postmaster
Wanda Prater has been replaced
by Eddie Morgan Jr., most recent-
ly of the Kansas City post office.
She left her job June 12 following
tens of thousands of complaints
from all over the Chicagoland re-
gion.

“The mail delivery in our
neighborhood has been a problem
for years now,” said Ald. Debra
Silverstein [50th], whose Rogers
Park and West Ridge communi-

ties have been particularly ne-
glected in the last 18 months.

“Many [residents] have called
me about postal issues, and more
than 100 local residents came to
a town hall meeting I held last
year with the leadership of USPS.
I have been working to resolve
these issues, and I am pleased
to hear that the postal service is
finally beginning to take it seri-
ously.”

Other North Side communi-
ties who also reported poor mail
service were Lakeview, Lincoln
Park, Uptown and Edgewater.

Assessor’s office releases
first property reassessments

Residential, commercial properties in Rogers Park Township show robust growth

The Cook County Assessor’s
Office released initial assess-
ments of residential and commer-
cial properties in the township
of Rogers Park. This is the first
of eight townships in the City of
Chicago to be reassessed in 2021
and the first Chicago township to
be reassessed under the leader-
ship of Assessor Fritz Kaegi, who
took office after Chicago’s last
reassessment in 2018.

“Despite the pandemic, Chi-
cago’s real estate market is show-
ing strength,” said Assessor
Kaegi. “In many parts of the City,
home values are steady or rising.
COVID-19 has had negative im-
pacts on some commercial real
estate types, but generally, rents
have increased since 2018, driv-
ing property values higher.”

Increases in assessments reflect
a robust market. Assessments,
under Illinois law, should reflect
overall market values. The first
step to ensuring property own-
ers pay only their fair share of
property taxes—without needing

to file appeals to correct inaccu-
rate assessments—is to make sure
assessments of all property types
accurately reflect the real estate
market.

In the Assessor’s Office 2021
models, in 2020, median sale
prices of homes in Rogers Park
were about $380,000 for single-
family homes and $150,000 for
condos.

In its models, the Assessor’s
Office estimated single-family
homes have a 2021 market value
between $320,000 and $410,000,
and condos between $130,000
and $170,000. Estimates depend
on the individual property’s loca-
tion and characteristics.

Assessments of single-family
and condominium properties in
Rogers Park for 2021 met all In-
ternational Assoc. of Assessing
Officer standards for high-quality
assessments. Single-family homes
in the bottom third of property
values saw the most improvement
on these assessment quality mea-
sures.

Third-party reporting, includ-
ing a 2017 report in the Chicago
Tribune, showed that the previous
reassessments of the City of Chi-
cago resulted in overassessment
of some lower-value homes while
higher-value homes typically were
underassessed.

Commercial assessments

Hotels and retail properties
are among the sectors with the
largest declines since the on-
set of COVID, whereas rents in
multi-family apartments, grocery
stores, industrial buildings, and
data centers have been stable or
experienced positive growth since
the onset of COVID.

In the 2021 models, market
rents for apartments in Rogers
Park range from $780 to $2000 a
month. Market vacancy is at 9%.
Market values are estimated from
$47,000 to $208,000 per unit.

Offices in Rogers Park range
in size from 2,200 to 48,000 in
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Community visioning meetings
for Uptown, Edgewater

This summer Ald. Harry Oster-
man [48th] will host a series of
hyper-local community vision-
ing meetings for areas adjacent to
Berwyn, Argyle and Bryn Mawr.

The alderman says that his of-
fice is receiving inquiries and
proposals regarding new devel-
opments, and that the meetings
will be opportunities to connect
with neighbors to collaborate on
a shared vision for the future of
those communities.

“Our community is seeing the
largest investment in public in-
frastructure in a lifetime with
the Red Purple Modernization
Project. With the completion of
this project, we expect to see ad-

ditional private investments with
the renovation and redevelopment
of properties along the Red Line,”
he said.

Ald. Osterman will hold mul-
tiple meetings for each region,
starting with the Argyle commu-
nity kick-off meeting for neigh-
bors east of Broadway, from Fos-
ter to Ainslie. That will be held
10 a.m. to noon Saturday, July 17.
The second meeting will be for
the Bryn Mawr community, for
neighbors east of Broadway, from
Hollywood to Balmoral, 10 a.m.
to noon Saturday, August 21.

The outdoor locations for each
meeting has not yet been an-
nounced.

Armed robber targeting
stores on Far North Side;
4 cases this month

BY CWBCHICAGO

An armed robber has held up
four stores in Rogers Park and
West Ridge since June 3, accord-
ing to a community alert from
Area Three detectives. Police
reports indicate he is targeting li-
quor and convenience stores.

The man typically displays a
firearm and demands cash from
an employee, police said. It’s not
clear if he uses a vehicle to es-
cape. According to the commu-
nity alert and police reports, the
man robbed:

* Basil Food & Liquor, 7446 N.
Western, at 10:51 p.m. on June 3.
The community alert erroneously
said this robbery happened at

11:51 p.m.

* An unknown business on the
1300 block of W. Touhy at 10:28
p-m. on June 14

¢ 7-Eleven, 6801 N. Sheridan, at
5:27 a.m. on June 17

* Soo Liquors, 1428 W. Morse,
at 2:22 p.m on June 17

Police said the robber is a Black
male between 18- and 27-years-
old who stands 5-7” to 6’ tall
and weighs 150 to 175 1bs. He has
worn a black zip-up North Face
jacket, black sweatpants, white
gym shoes, and mechanic gloves,
according to the alert.

Anyone with information about
the crimes can contact Area Three
detectives at 312-744-8263 regard-
ing crime pattern #P21-3-078.

CTA lowering fares

In an effort to encourage peo-
ple to start using CTA buses and
trains again, from now through
Labor Day (Monday, Sept. 6),
the CTA will offer attractive dis-
counts on three of its unlimited-
ride passes. A one-day pass will
be $5 (down from $10); a three-
day pass, $15 (down from $20),
and a seven-day pass, $20 (down
from $28).

The promotional fares will be
available for purchase at Ventra
Vending Machines at CTA rail

stations, on the Ventra app, on
the Ventra website, at over 1,000
retail locations, or by calling 877-
669-8368.

After dropping by nearly 90%
due to the pandemic and eco-
nomic lockdown, CTA ridership
has been slowly increasing since
the start of the year, and the CTA
hopes that these lower promotion-
al fares will help sustain addition-
al ridership growth. Currently, the
CTA serves more than 500,000
riders on an average weekday.
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Taxi! Taxi! City can’t defend us from the Kale Mob

By Thomas J. O'Gorman

The City of Chicago genuinely
seems to be returning to life, but
I’'m at a loss, beyond the measure
of a quandary.

Fans are beginning to show up
at Wrigley Field. Sailors are skim-
ming the waters of Lake Michi-
gan with wind in their sails. Res-
taurants are booking reservations.
Churches are rehearsing almost
forgotten hymns. They’re making
a movie outside my house. Some
Chicagoans are actually going to
the funerals of their friends. The
Palmer House has been spruced
up. Old Town Art Fair came back
from the dead. Lollapalooza is on
the horizon. And members of the
Chicago Symphony orchestra are
tuning up their fiddles.

It looks like we are returning
from the brink of pandemic and
a forced economic shut down.
On Bloomsday (June 16) no less.
James Joyce would be proud. Like
Hansel and Gretel. Half-baked.

Wetting our whistles with our
pals, lunching with a small group
of loved ones. Eating West Coast
oysters for the first time in a year.
Fitting into our pre-pandemic
jeans. Eating watermelon and
loving it.

But we’re still finding our
way. A closer look demands a
deeper understanding of condi-
tions. Flights are slow returning
to O’Hare, the Chicago Public
Schools are still in chaos and dis-
array. Not everything is making
a quick comeback. For instance,
what’s up with Uber?

I’ve been an Uber-user and fan

CAR 'WASH

Automatic Car Wash .

FREE VACUUMING
3218 W.Irving

4550 W. Addison

4820 W. Lawrence

for a long time. Why not? Most
of the time they’re just two min-
utes away, and there’s no need for
cash.

Most drivers know North from
South, and that expressways are
for tourists.

Living in East Village, 'm in an
Uber neighborhood. Surrounded
by fellow Uber-users. You know,
hipster types, new attorneys, trad-
ers, waiters, bartenders. Service
industry types and artists.

People who always need a lift
somewhere.

Back in March I received my
first COVID jab at the Clark and
Diversey Walmart. Uber came
and collected me. But the ride was
more expensive than usual. $22,
not the $12 as it was normally.

Pandemic blackmail, I rea-
soned. Many drivers were out of
work. Many cars (including most
taxi’s) withdrawn from use. Not
as many folks traveling across the
urban grid.

After the jab my return ride
was an even bigger ambush, cost-
ing twice as much. Somewhere
around the $40 range. I had no
choice, I needed to get home.

When Uber appeared last Fri-
day around 9:30 a.m. to take me
to the Loop, I was cheered that
it was a roomy Toyota. My lady
driver said “hello.”

I made sure my mask was in
place, and said “hello.”

But the music was so loud I
didn’t think she heard me. The air
was on. But all the windows were
closed. So I made two requests.
First, I said, shouldn’t the win-
dows be down? She replied it was
too hot out to lower them. I told
her that in the winter I rode in
Ubers with all the windows open.
She had no reply.

Then I asked her to lower the
radio as the music was too loud.
She uttered an awful grunt and
without pulling away from the
curb said, “Get out. I'm canceling
this ride.”

I asked her to reconsider, and
apologized if anything I said up-
set her.
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Many Yellow Cab drivers seem to see Uber for what it is, a reheated plate
of vegan swill.

She said, “Get out. You give me
too much stress.”

Again I apologized, and said
I was a cardiac patient going to
my doctor. Would she reconsider?
“No,” she said. “I don’t care. Get
out.”

I had to scramble for another
Uber, it came quickly, and got me
to the doctor on time.

But my earlier lady driver had
left me in mild hysterics. Not a
great preparation for a doctor’s
visit. I felt victimized and angry.
No Chicagoan should have to en-
dure such a thing.

Recently I called an Uber to
collect me after lunch. I expected
the charge to be about $12, but
apparently it was a busy late af-
ternoon.

Uber told me they couldn’t do it
for less than $35.

Once again it felt like a stick-
up. Urban robbery. A modern
snatch and grab.

If you need to be somewhere
quickly, it’s no use trying to ap-
peal to any larger virtue or value.

Do we all miss our taxis yet,
with their set rates?

I'was fuming. Getting robbed by
Uber in broad daylight appears to
be the perfect metaphor for living
in a community governed by the
bewildering Mayor Lori Lightfin-
gers. With the complete misman-
agement of real values and busi-
ness intelligence. Nothing but the
crude and hostile shakedown of
business customers. Has no one
thought of the consequences that
flow from such a narrow urban
business model?

Since all of my many bad Uber
experiences took place, I have
been flooded with suggestions
on how to better use existing city
taxis. They’re still working the
streets. Learning how to connect
to these tried and true Chicago
rides is our best hope. The latest
urban skill.

These taxis have a lot to of-
fer. Economical lifts. Competent,
thoughtful. Older drivers. Road
vets. I’ve found kind and courte-
ous taxi drivers still live. Many
Yellow Cab drivers seem to see
Uber for what it is, a reheated
plate of vegan swill. The perfect
party food from Univ. of Chicago.
Transport for the lactose intoler-
ant crowd, the almond milk bri-
gade, the kale mob.

Why isn’t Mayor Lightfingers
dialoguing with Uber about their
massive overcharging?

Why is the city not warning
prospective passengers that they
are getting “fleeced” by Uber?

Did she learn nothing at the Fed-
eral Attorney’s Office?

We know from experience that
there are far fewer taxi cabs these
days on Chicago

privately-owned Banksy coming
to Chicago July 1. Buy now at
www.banksyexhibit.com/
DEPAUL UNIV: A. Gabriel
Esteban, PhD, the 12th president
of DePaul Univ. since July 1, 2017
has resigned. He is the first lay
leader in DePaul’s history.
CHICAGO SYNTAX
CHANGE: I could be wrong but
checking the record it seems as
though Chicago has undergone a
vocabulary alteration. A syntax
change. That’s the introduction of
the words “Mass Shootings,” re-
ferring to the expanded gun vio-
lence that is now beyond all con-
trol. The ordinary vocabulary and
headline words no longer suffice.
MAIFEST: It’s been a busy
few weeks at DANK Haus in
Lincoln Square. Despite a second
year with no street affair, they

streets. Uber deliv-
ered the knockout
punch.

There’s no mis-
taking the conve-
nience and econ-
omy that Uber
first unleashed
on the streets of
America. But the
public should not
be allowed to be
victimized by the
rabid greed of
Uber. There’s so

Winston Churchill by Banksy.

officially kicked
off summer with
a Maifest ear-
lier this month,
where they were
fortunate to raise
over $40,000 for
the Haus. Those
German’s love a
party.

OLD TOWN
ALIVE: The
2021 OIld Town
Art Fair has been
a catalyst for ur-

much more to the story than just
the price gouging and poor busi-
ness skills demonstrated by Uber
drivers.

There’s the clear perception
that Chicagoans can’t count on
the City of Chicago to protect or
defend them in the face of Uber
aggression or unilateral price
gouging. There’s the common
experience shared across the city
that over time Uber has brought
about a significant sea change.
They now control the conditions
and command much authority in
what will transpire with alterna-
tive transportation across the city.
Neighborhood by neighborhood.

I'd like to know how financial-
ly supportive Uber has been to
Mayor Lightfingers and her crew?
Do current conditions appear fair,
equitable, reasoned or rational?
Who are these people who have
taken over our motorways?

How much more of Chicago’s
essential life has been squandered
or given away? Between the Gold
Coast riots and the pillaging of
businesses; the sad defacement
of Chicago’s artistic culture; the
weariness of this city’s corporate
executives to even engage lo-
cal political leadership; and the
abandonment of our fabulous res-
taurant industry by the city, what
kind of future does history hold
for people who love Chicago?

Time is running out. We fast
approach becoming the Ameri-
can capitol of urban carjackings
to match our #1 ranking in shoot-
ings. Another honor that kind of
floated unnoticed to earth. No
thanks, Mayor Lightfoot. You
can keep your dystopian vision
of post-pandemic Chicago. It is a
frightening vision to behold. It’s
no longer life as we knew it.

THE ART OF BANKSY:
The world’s largest collection of

ban  awakening
along the treasured streets of one
of Chicago’s greatest and most
venerable neighborhoods. Ev-
eryone was out in great summer
style. No one more than honorary
Old Town Mayor Shelley How-
ard, artist Norman Baugher and
his wise wife, Shirley Baugher.
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Jackie Taylor
Photo by Daniel Nicholas

Eighth graders Kathryn, right, and Maude, EastRogers Parker Mary Bao, paint-
ing at the Fest since its first year.

of RP.

Ebony, right, and Kristen Ambrose

Longtime participant Tina Juhlin, of
West RP.

Heart
of the ‘Hood

by Felicia Dechter

No one is more deserving of a $5 million
grant than Black Ensemble Theater (BET)
founder, executive director and CEO Jack-
ie Taylor.

Congratulations to Jackie! Look for the
story in this newspaper about the gener-
ous $5 M grant from Jeff Bezo’s ex-wife
MacKenzie Scott.

I know there are many theaters in the
city that would love, and deserve, a wind-
fall like this. But if anyone has paid their
dues, it’s Jackie. When I first started go-
ing to her productions, they were held in an
Uptown building’s basement. But it never
really mattered where the shows were held.
It was all about the magic they contained.

I was there the day ground was broken
on the theater’s new site on Clark St. Ex-
citement and good vibes filled the air. And
soon thereafter, audiences filled the seats.

Jackie started BET with a critical mis-
sion, through the arts she aims to eradicate
racism and its devastating effects on soci-
ety. Yes, that’s a tall order. But when you're
at a BET show, for those couple of hours
it just seems like everyone is the same.
When you’re inside Taylor’s theater, you
can’t help but be grooving to the music and
mesmerized by the talent.

If you’ve never been to a BET musical
feast, get there as soon as COVID-ly pos-
sible.

Jackie’s story is one of neighborhood girl
done good. She was a kid growing up in
Cabrini Green and was the only one caught
after a bunch of kids broke a window at
Seward Park on Division St. The others ran
faster and Jackie was busted by the park’s
drama instructor who gave her a choice:
either he called the police or she came to

his drama class. Jackie of course, chose the
latter, which she credits with “saving” her.
After that she never wanted to do anything
else except theater. The rest is history.

Today, Jackie is extremely grateful for
this manna from Heaven and Scott.

Jackie said she thinks it’s vitally im-
portant that funders, philanthropists, and
others understand that the impact made
at BET is directly tied to their continued
support. “For the sustainability of impact-
ful programming, systems, structures and
staff, fundraising must be ongoing. It can
never stop,” she said.

“We hope it will serve as an impetus for
others to also be financially supportive,
helping us to continue delivering our educa-
tional outreach programming to thousands
of underserved youths, and producing vi-
tal productions and programs that help to
dismantle the foundation of racism,” Jackie
said. “We have great dreams for the future
[and] MacKenzie Scott has played an im-
portant role in moving our dreams toward
reality.”

We can’t wait to get back to BET but
meanwhile, we send lots of hallelujahs and
good thoughts its way regarding this big,
bountiful bonanza.

Move over Monet... because the art-
work at this year’s Artists of the Wall Fest
was stellar! Held last weekend in Loyola
Park, although this year’s fest was a little
different with staggered days, it was still a
great time. Thanks to the Loyola Park Ad-
visory Council for its hard work.

For me, the most touching part was the
memorial section. There, I met Kristen
Ambrose and her mom, Ebony, who had
created a small painting in honor of their
brother and son Kevin Ambrose, who was
just 19 and had lived 7,056 days of life
when he became a victim of gun violence
on the city’s South Side in 2013.

“I moved to Rogers Park as a haven in
Nov. 2014,” said Ebony, who was working
at The Cradle in Evanston at the time. “I
didn’t think it would be Utopia, but it’s still
pleasant where I live. And there’s violence

MARIA PAPPAS
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Laura Castle and Bradley Schacht on the Irv

Kupcinet Bridge. Photo by Becky Brown

wherever you go.”

Even though the fest is held spitting
distance from my house, I took a pass on
my family painting this year, as did some
of my neighbors. One neighbor tried but
couldn’t land a spot, while another didn’t
want to spend the $43.

Those are exactly my gripes with the
fest, which is now getting close to being
30-years old. I have been there since the be-
ginning as it was founded by my neighbor,
Keith Lord. What started as a community
event for $6 a space, plus free paint, is now
$35 plus $8 for paint. We are not the Gold
Coast or Lincoln Park. We are a working
class ‘hood. And although the money ben-
efits Loyola Park, and I can afford it, these
days, especially during COVID, many peo-
ple just cannot.

Some people who live in the neighbor-
hood can’t even get spots as they sell out
very quickly. I suggest a zip code priority
to 60626, then 60645 and other neighbor-
ing zips.

Anyway, it was a lovely weekend out in
the park and at the lakefront. Be sure to
walk on over and check out all the great
new works.

IN-HOUSE
DIGITAL & OFFSET PRINTING

RP resident Fawna Demma and Julian, 20

months. Fawna has been painting at the wall
since she was 16, she is now 36.

Coosome twosome... congrats to my
former co-worker George Castle, whose
daughter, Laura Castle got hitched to
Bradley Schacht on June 11, on the plaza
next to the Chicago River and across the
street from Marina City. Growing up in
a newspaper family, Laura took a special
photo with Bradley, appropriately, on the
Irv Kupcinet Bridge.

Father of the bride, happy for his front-
row “box seat” in the intimate wedding, is
George, a former longtime Lerner News-
papers (including this newspaper) colum-
nist and 21-time author. He did not have
to walk the bride down the aisle in the
ceremony, but is rehearsing such a role for
next June, when Laura and Bradley plan a
big indoor party and wedding ceremony
at the Lincolnshire Marriott to reflect the
pandemic’s re-opening.
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The magic is back

at Chicago
Magic Lounge,
re-opening Aug. 2

After a 16-month intermission,
the Magic is coming back to Chi-
cago Magic Lounge [CML], 5050
N. Clark St.

Chicago’s home for close-up
magic has announced plans to re-
open its speakeasy-style Art Deco
venue on Aug. 2.

CML will be open at capacity,
including the Blackstone Cabaret,
654 Club and Performance Bar.
To celebrate CML will be hosting
a full week of signature shows,
from Aug. 2-8.

Headliner shows include Luis
Carreon and Justin Purcell, while
Paige Thompson will perform
a close-up magic set in the 654
Club. The Performance Bar will
feature AJ Sacco, Deven Brown,
and The Amazing Bibik.

The lounge “is like no other
place in Chicago. We can’t wait
to welcome our audience, magi-
cians and staff. [We’ll be] fea-
turing CML company members
and local fan favorites, who rank
alongside the best magicians
worldwide,” said CML owner
Joey Cranford.

For more information call 312-
366-4500 or visit chicagomagi-
clounge.com.

Guests who purchase premium
tickets are invited to an exclusive
performance of close-up magic
directly after the main stage show
in our 43-seat close-up gallery,
The 654 Club.
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Another $600 million needed
to finish Cabrini-Green’s transformation

With a public price tag already
exceeding $300 million, the 23-
year-long effort to rejuvenate the
area around the former public
housing project is set to take at
least 12 more years and could
approach a total of nearly $1 bil-
lion.

BY ALEJANDRA CANCINO
AND NATALIE EILBERT
Better Government Assoc.

More than two decades after
the first wrecking ball slammed
into Chicago’s most well-known
public housing project to begin
a nearly $300 million makeover
on Cabrini-Green, Mayor Lori
Lightfoot is doubling down with
another $600 million in tax mon-
ey to finish it.

Lightfoot’s administration says
the future property taxes are
necessary to complete the trans-
formation of the once-maligned
area into a bustling community
of mostly luxury apartments
surrounded by restaurants and
stores.

Lightfoot’s new infusion of tax-
payer money into an area that’s
already a windfall for developers
is renewing the debate about who
has won and lost on the massive
redevelopment, especially when
so much public money has been
diverted from schools, police and
libraries.

“They didn’t do anything right
from the onset in the redevelop-
ment of our neighborhood,” said
J.R. Fleming, the executive direc-
tor of The Chicago Anti-Eviction
Campaign, and a former resident
of Cabrini-Green. “And now they
want us to believe that they will
get it right this time. They didn’t
get it right the first time. What
makes you think they will get it
right this time?”

Last year, Lightfoot’s admin-
istration quietly pushed through
the Illinois legislature permission
to extend the special designation
of a 340-acre area on the Near
North Side, including the former

with an enchanting vibe. Settle in on

one of the comfy couches for a read or browse
the beautiful artwork.

| This unique spot is brimming with rich art

and literary masterpieces!

IH 'ummmm 7 TR

Open Tues.-Sun.
Noon-7 pm

Closed Mondays
6239 N. Clark St.
239-595-7426

The long-shuttered Near North Career Metropolitan High School was demolished with the help of property tax
funds set aside for the redevelopment of the area through a tax increment financing fund. Construction, which is
ongoing, is part of the Chicago Housing Authority’s plan to redevelop the former site of the Cabrini-Green public

housing buildings.

Photo by Davon Clark, CatchLight Local

site of Cabrini-Green. The exten-
sion would allow her to use future
tax revenue generated there for
additional development.

The city has not specified ex-
actly how it plans to use the ad-
ditional cash, other than noting
it would help fund the Chicago
Housing Authority’s [CHA] plan
to reshape the area. In 2015, the
CHA released a three-phase plan
to redevelop the area’s remaining
empty parcels of land. It called
for the construction of up to 2,830
units of housing by 2025. The ini-
tial work is ongoing.

Money for the additional con-
struction would come from the
practice of Tax-Increment Financ-
ing [TIF], in which taxes from in-
creased land value are captured
for use in the district. Spending
is overseen by a board of mayoral
appointees and approved by the
Chicago City Council. The Near
North TIF District is the fourth
largest by revenue among the
nearly 140 TIF districts through-
out the city.

Already 23 years old, the dis-
trict was scheduled to sunset this
year, which would mean property
tax money created in the area
would begin funneling into gen-
eral funds. Springfield’s approval
to extend the district another 12

years means Lightfoot’s adminis-
tration can move forward with the
final steps to finalize the exten-
sion. Earlier this month, the may-
or’s advisory panel that makes
recommendations on economic
development set a public hearing
on the TIF extension for Aug. 10.

The Near North TIF has been
controversial since it was created
in 1997 by former Mayor Richard
M. Daley, with public housing
residents arguing the city’s plan
would displace them to make
room for wealthier Chicagoans.

Daley’s plan included demol-
ishing public high-rises and then
expanding the area’s parks, open-
ing dead-end streets, building
new schools and redeveloping the
area with “mixed-income” com-
munities. Daley promised resi-
dents living there at the time they
wouldn’t be displaced, but only a
fraction of them now love in the
pricey developments taxpayers
helped finance.

Fleming, the former Cabrini-
Green resident, said construction
has taken so long that many for-
mer residents have given up hope
they would ever be able to return.
Some have even died waiting, he
said.

As Cabrini-Green made nation-
al headlines and was portrayed as

rife with crime and staggering
poverty, Daley and the CHA en-
visioned a transformation using a
public-private investment model.
To help finance it, the city created
the Near North TIF. Most of the
land within the TIF was owned
by the CHA, which meant the
parcels didn’t generate any prop-
erty taxes before construction
began. The CHA has leased por-
tions of its land over the last 20
years to developers to build a mix
of public, affordable and market-
rate housing units.

Today, the area, just a mile to
the north and slightly west of
downtown, is dotted with luxury
condos and apartment buildings.

But the city’s Dept. of Planning
and Development [DPD] said
in a recently released report the
additional funding is necessary
“to help complete the substantial
build-out” of the area’s redevel-
opment, including the empty par-
cels of land owned by the CHA
next to the Target store and south
of Division St.

The report was made to Light-
foot’s advisory panel, the city’s
Community Development Com-
mission, which is charged with
making recommendations to the

CABRINI see p. 9
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“Seems like just yesterday
when Laura was crawling off her
blanket at warp speed at Indian
Boundary Park and bringing the
Cubs good luck in 1984, said
the proud papa. “That just goes
to show you gotta enjoy life be-
cause it races by. I was just over-
whelmed by the fact Laura was
getting married ‘so soon’ in my
mind after that Indian Boundary
scene and amid that spectacular
vista of the Chicago skyline and

river.”

Mother of the bride is Nina
Castle. The three Castles all had
roots in Rogers Park, Edgewater
and West Rogers Park -- Nina
and George are both 1973 Mather
High alums. Parents of the groom
are Peggy Ishikawa of Evanston
and Jack Schacht of Warrenville.

Here’s wishing Laura and Brad-
ley a loving, happy and healthy
life together!

Three cheers for free clinic...
Marjorie Goran, from the Old Ir-
ving Park Clinic, 5425 W. Addi-

A-A SALVAGE
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1871 N. Milwaukee Ave.
101supplyok@gmail.com

son St., spoke at the Kiwanis Club
of Lakeview last week.

Their unique purpose is to
serve those who are not insured
but in need of medical attention.
There is a small paid staff but the
bulk of the work falls on volun-
teer doctors, nurses, social work-
ers, etc.

The doctors and nurses love it
as there is no paperwork to do,
and no insurance forms to fill
out. So they don’t have to spend
a whole consultation staring at a
computer screen and tapping on a
keyboard.

And there are some top notch
medical pro’s volunteering there
too.

If you show up with an insur-
ance card, you are asked to find
another clinic. Non-citizen? No
problem. Since the pandemic the
demand for behavioral health
services has greatly increased. It
is truly amazing all they accom-
plish due to the generosity of oth-
ers. What would we do without
people like this?
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Black Ensemble Theater
awarded $5 million grant
from MacKenzie Scott

BY SHEILA SWANN

Have you ever wondered what
it might feel like to fetch the mail
one day and find a $5 million
check waiting... and this time it’s
not a lottery winnings scam from
some unknown cousin living in
Indonesia?

Black Ensemble Theater [BET]
Founder, Executive Director and
CEO Jackie Taylor might be able
to tell you.

She announced that the theater
has received an incredible $5 mil-
lion grant from MacKenzie Scott,
Jeff Bezo’s ex-wife. Taylor hopes
that this gift will motivate other
philanthropists and funders to
also support BET and the arts in
general.

Like most of the donations Scott
is sending out these days, it was
not solicited by anyone at BET, it
just showed up in the mail.

In Scott’s announcements of the
grants award, “It was said that the
purpose of her gifts was to enable
the work of the organizations. She
also stated that it was ‘a signal of
trust and encouragement, to them
and to others,” said Taylor. “This
gave me great pride in knowing
that our work to eradicate racism
and its devastating effects was
being recognized, supported, and
respected in such a significant
way.”

Scott went on to ask a very im-
portant question: ‘Would these
organizations still benefit from
more (more advocates, more
money, more volunteers)? Yes.’

“That “yes” was music to my
ears. It is vitally important that

Arts fest
seeks artists

Edgewater Arts Festival still
has some booths available for art-
ists and sponsors.

The Fest will be Aug. 28 and
29, from 11-7 p.m. Artists can
apply in the Zapp software link
here:  https://www.zapplication.
org/event-info.php?ID=9424 .

There is no application fee, and
the $275 booth fee includes the
City of Chicago $25 vendor fee.

for more information contact
Kevin Flynn with any artist or
sponsorship questions at eaim-
callforartists@gmail.com. Or
those interested may apply from
their website at www.edgewater-
artists.com.

Get a book

and give blood

The Lincoln Park Branch Li-
brary, 1150 W. Fullerton Ave. will
host a blood drive with Versiti
Blood Center of Illinois from noon
to 5:00 p.m. Tuesday, June 29.

The blood drive will take place
in a mobile bus parked on the
south side of Fullerton Ave., di-
rectly across the street from the
Lincoln Park Branch. To register
for the drive, call 800-786-4483.
A valid photo I.D. and face mask
are required.

funders, philanthropists, and oth-
ers understand that the impact we
make at BET is directly tied to
their continued support. For the
sustainability of impactful pro-
gramming, systems, structures
and staff, fundraising must be
ongoing. It can never stop,” said
Taylor.

‘Would these
organizations still
benefit from more (more
advocates, more money,
more volunteers)? Yes,’
wrote MacKenzie Scott.

“We are grateful for this sub-
stantial gift. It will assist us in
our recovery from the devastation
of COVID. We are in our second
year of having no earned income.
It is going to take at least another
two years for full and complete re-
covery. This gift will indeed help
us through that recovery process,”
she said. “This has strengthened
our foundation and enhanced our
ability to continue our important
work within the community. We
hope it will serve as an impetus
for others to also be financially
supportive, helping us to continue
delivering our educational out-
reach programming to thousands
of underserved youths, and pro-
ducing vital productions and pro-
grams that help to dismantle the
foundation of racism.”

“We have great dreams for the
future of BET — MacKenzie Scott
has played an important role in
moving our dreams toward real-

ity.”
BET was founded in 1976, by

producer, playwright and actress

Grande Cheese on our pizzas.

NOW OPEN

Small Batch, Artisanal Deep Dish Pizza

Our pizza is unique in the Chicago Deep Dish Pizza landscape. It was
inspired by several famous pizzerias. It has a Sourdough Focaccia Style
Crust, Crispy Caramelized Cheese Edge, Cornmeal Base, and our Sweet
Tomato Sauce. We use King Arthur Flour, Stanislaus Tomatoes, and

It takes several days for each pizza’s dough to individually cold ferment
in its own container. This process gives every deep dish pizza a unique
flavor and texture. We make only limited number of pizzas each day. This
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Black Ensemble Theater Founder
Jackie Taylor.

Jackie Taylor. It is the only Afri-
can American theater located in
the culturally, racially and ethni-
cally diverse north side Uptown
community. Through its Five Play
Season of Excellence, The BET
has dazzled audiences locally, na-
tionally and internationally with
original musicals that are enter-
taining, educational and uplifting.
BET has produced more than 100
productions and employed over
5,000 artists.

The mission of BET is to eradi-
cate racism and its devastating
effects upon society through the
theater arts. For more informa-
tion visit www.BlackEnsemble-
Theater.org or call 773-769-4451.
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6221 N. Clark St. 773-801-1551

www.GeorgesDeepDish.com
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i Letter to the Editor —

Why is Ald. Martin enriching
his friends at The Community Builders?

Ald. Matt Martin has been as
busy as a beaver.

No, not working to get more
police into the 47th Ward.

No, not getting a new selective
enrollment public high school
built to serve our children.

He’s been busy enriching his
“friends” at The Community
Builders [TCB].

In order to get a City-owned
piece of land on State St. in the
South Loop, TCB will pay the
City $1. One whole dollar. Oh
goody.

According to the June 17 Chi-
cago Sun-Times TCB will “gift”
the City $2 million dollars for
Pritzker Park for the land valued
at $7.95 million dollars.

So the City will lose $5.95 mil-

lion dollars right off the start.

And that’s not including TCB
management fees, tax credits,
subsidies, TIF funds and bless-
ings from the Chicago Housing
Authority [CHA].

Remember, former CHA Com-
missioner Nash is a director of
TCB.

But what is Martin getting from
TCB? Could it be hiding in the
blacked-out FOIA requests City
Hall and Martin gave to Inside
Publications?

And what is to be given to the
neighborhood from TCB?

Certainly not more police pa-
trols nor a new selective enroll-
ment public high school.

Michael Sullivan
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Police
Beat...

Up to a dozen teens beat, rob girl
at Chicago Red Line CTA station

Police are investigating after a group of
teenagers chased, beat, and robbed a 16-
year-old at the Chicago Red Line CTA station
June 15, according to CPD. It began around
9:19 p.m. when a group of 10 to 12 male and
female teenagers blocked the path of some
friends who were walking and refused to let
them pass, police spokesperson Sally Bown
said.

The 16-year-old girl pushed her way
through the crowd, which caused the group
to get angry and chase her onto the platform,
Bown said. The group then allegedly beat the
girl until she fell to the platform, and one of-
fender stole her phone.

All of the teens then ran from the station.
No arrests have been made.

This incident was the latest in a string of
robberies involving teenage offenders on and
near the CTA’s downtown train system: June
10, a woman was hit in the head and robbed
on the Roosevelt Orange Line platform by two
teenagers around 3 p.m.

Around 7:30 a.m. June 12, a 19-year-old
woman reported that three teenagers robbed
her as they passed through the cars of a Blue
Line train downtown. She followed the rob-
bers, all believed to be about 14-years-old,
from the train at Jackson but lost them in
the tunnel that leads to the Red Line, accord-
ing to a CPD report. After the robbery, wit-
nesses reported seeing a similarly-described
group stealing phones and purses outside the
Roosevelt station at least twice over the next
hour. No arrests were made.

At 12:30 p.m. June 13, a 27-year-old woman
was robbed and pushed into a train at the
Clark Lake Blue Line station. The offender fled
from the station.

Police seek woman in random stabbing
attacks; possible anti-Asian motive eyed

A woman has stabbed three people at ran-
dom and threatened to shoot a fourth person
in a series of attacks on the North Side, accord-
ing to Chicago police.

This reporter has learned exclusively that
the woman threatened to shoot one of the
victims because he is Asian and at least one
of the stabbing victims is also an Asian man.
Police did not mention any motive in the alert,
nor did CPD mention any pattern of Asians be-
ing targeted.

Police have linked a recent stabbing inside
a Lakeview grocery store, a random stabbing
near the Thorndale Red Line CTA station, and
two other incidents in Uptown to one suspect.
According to the alert, victims have been tar-
geted “for no apparent reason.”

At about 8:45 p.m.June 5,a woman wearing
a pink top attacked a 24-year-old Asian man
from behind as he walked with his girlfriend
on the 1000 block of W. Thorndale. Then, she
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ran away. The victim was transported to Advo-
cate lllinois Masonic Medical Center for treat-
ment.

Around 4:40 p.m. June 9, a woman wearing a
pink top and jeans implied she had a gun and
threatened to shoot a man because he is Asian
on the 4800 block of N. Broadway, a CPD report
said. The man was not injured.

At 4:25 pm. June 11, a woman wearing a pink
top stabbed a customer inside the Lakeview
East Mariano’s grocery store, 3030 N. Broadway.
Police said the victim was female, but witnesses
said the victim appeared to be a man. No motive
was given for the attack, and the victim’s racial
background is not known.

A fourth victim was stabbed in an apparently
random attack on the 4800 block of N. Marine
Drive around 10:45 a.m. June 5, according to the
CPD. No further information was available about
the incident or the victim.

Police said the attacker is a Black woman who
stands 5-6" to 5'-8" tall. She wore a pink top
in three of the incidents, police said. We have
learned that the June 9 victim said the woman
had very short hair.

Anyone with information about the woman
can call Area Three detectives at 312-744-8261.

Divvy biker slapped gun
from armed robber’s hand
in Rogers Park, prosecutors say

A Divvy biker punched and disarmed a gun-
man who tried to rob him in Rogers Park, ac-
cording to prosecutors and police. The alleged
robber was arrested a few minutes later when
he crossed paths with a CPD squad car that was
driving the victim around the neighborhood.

The bicyclist noticed another biker, who
wasn’t wearing a mask, riding behind him as he
traveled home around 1:15 p.m. June 12. When
he arrived at his destination in the 7300 block of
N. Ridge, the other bicy-
clist turned toward him,
pulled a revolver from his
pocket, and demanded
his chain and bag, As-
sistant State’s Attorney
Brian Burkhardt said.

But the Divvy biker
wasn't having it. He

Raekwon Meeks

slapped the gunman’s hand away, then ran, hid,

and called police, according to Burkhardt.

Officers met with the alleged victim and were
driving him to the robbery scene when he saw
19-year-old Raekwon Meeks coming out of an
alley near Howard and Bell. The victim immedi-
ately recognized Meeks as the robber, Burkhardt
said. Meeks pedaled away from officers on his
bike and then jumped off and ran.

Police arrested him in the 7500 block of N.
Ridge. Burkhardt said officers retraced the path
of the foot chase and found a handgun with a
sawed-off or missing barrel on the ground. The
victim allegedly identified it as the weapon used
in the robbery attempt.

Meeks, who is now charged with attempted
robbery, is on juvenile parole for possessing a
stolen motor vehicle, and he has a three-week-
old felony drug case pending. Meeks' public de-
fender said he has no children and is a church-
goer.

“I'm just blown away, how many people go
to church who's charged with all these violent
offenses that come in front of me,” Judge John

STATE
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Lyke said after hearing the allegations against
Meeks. “The churches | went to didn’t talk about
violence and what have you — basically stated
not to do it.”

“I'm not saying he did it all. | want the record
to be crystal clear on that,” Lyke added before
ordering Meeks held without bail for violating
the terms of bond in the pending drug case.
Lyke set bail in the new case at $10,000 and or-
dered Meeks to go onto electronic monitoring if
he’s released.

Idaho man arrested when gun
falls from his clothes while filing
a police report in River North

An Idaho man had a negative Chicago experi-
ence when his car was stolen in River North June
13. He had an even worse Chicago experience
when a gun allegedly fell from his clothing while
he rolled on the groundin
afit of histrionics as police
tried to take his report.

Kamran Khademi, 34, is
now charged with felony
unlawful use of a weapon.
And his car is gone.

Police initially respond-
ed to a call of a person
with a gun in the 400
block of N. Wells around
4:15 a.m. June 13. But they didn’t find anyone
there. Around the same time, Khademi called
911 to report that his car had been stolen in the
area, according to Assistant State’s Attorney
Brian Burkhardt.

Cops met with Khademi on the first block of
W. Hubbard and were in the process of taking a
report for his stolen car when the Idahoer laid
down, grabbed his chest, and started rolling
back and forth on the ground, Burkhardt said.

As police called for an ambulance, a pistol al-
legedly fell from Khademi and plunked onto the
ground. Cops seized the weapon and found two
loaded ammunition magazines in Khademi’s left
pants pocket, Burkhardt said.

CPD camera footage from the “person with a
gun” call on Wells St. allegedly shows Khademi
running after his stolen car with a firearm in his
hand.

Khademi, who has no criminal background,
was in Chicago to work, according to statements
made during a bond court hearing Monday.

Judge John Lyke released Khademi on his own
recognizance and gave him permission to return
to Idaho while the case is pending. Khademi is
due back in court on June 21.

Kamran Khademi

Old Town burglaries

Police are warning residents of Old Town of
recently reported burglary related incidents.
In most incidents, the victims left their garage
doors open or unlocked resulting in an offender
entering and various properties being stolen.

Incidents include one on the 1300 block of
N. Cleveland Ave. Monday, May 3, during the
morning hours, and a second one on the 1400
block of N. North Park Ave., Thursday, May 6 in
the morning hours.

Two shot while traveling
in car near Oak St. Beach

Two men were shot, one fatally, while riding
in a car on Lake Shore Dr. near Oak Street Beach,
police said. A third person in the car was injured
when their vehicle crashed into a light pole on
the roadside.

Witnesses began reporting the car crash mo-
ments after officers stationed at the intersection
of Michigan and Oak reported gunfire around
12:43 a.m. June 15. Cops found a silver Nissan
Sentra that crashed into a pole while traveling
northbound on the 1100 block of N. Lake Shore
Dr., according to a CPD statement.

The 32-year-old male driver was later pro-
nounced dead at Advocate lllinois Masonic
Medical Center with two gunshot wounds to his
torso.

A 20-year-old male passenger in the car suf-
fered two gunshot wounds to his arm. His con-
dition stabilized at Northwestern Memorial Hos-
pital, police said. A 25-year-old male passenger
who suffered minor injuries from the crash was
listed in good condition at an unidentified hos-
pital.

Police said no one is in in custody for the
shooting. It was not clear where the gunfire
came from.

CPD surveillance camera operators saw three
people run from near the crash scene and cross
into the Gold Coast neighborhood, where at
least one of them changed clothing. Police later

detained two of those individuals, but it's not
clearifthey were involved in the shooting. Both
of the detainees were taken to Northwestern
Memorial Hospital with unspecified injuries.
Area Three detectives are investigating.

Burglar is targeting
ground-floor apartments on North Side

Police are warning about a burglar who is
crawling through ground-floor apartment
windows in Lincoln Park and Lakeview.

The prowler has struck twice this month,
police said in a community alert: in the 2600
block of N. Sheffield on the night of June 8-9
and in the 1600 block of W. Roscoe on the night
of June 11-12.

Police said the offender used force to gain
access in one case. He takes valuables from in-
side the home and then flees, the alert said.

Detectives are urging residents to make sure
security and video systems are working prop-
erly and to pay special attention to suspicious
people around the area.

Anyone with information about break-ins
can contact Area Three detectives at 312-744-
8263 about cases JE-259217 and JE-263164.

Armed men rob an entire family
near Magnificent Mile;
Group has struck many times this week

Armed men who robbed a family that was
walking in Streeterville on June 15 are sus-
pected of committing several similar crimes
downtown, in the South Loop, in Old Town,
and elsewhere. No arrests have been made,
and the offenders are apparently not afraid to
target multiple people simultaneously.

At 10:44 p.m. June 15, a 48-year-old man
was walking with his family on the 100 block
of E. Grand when a black car pulled up and four
men got out — three armed with handguns.
The offenders then robbed the family of four
phones, four wallets, electronics, and jewelry,
according to a CPD report. Then, the crew
drove away.

Around the same time, another victim re-
ported being robbed by three men who got
out of a black car on the 200 block of E. Supe-
rior. One of the robbers displayed a handgun.

About 30 minutes before the two Streeter-
ville robberies unfolded, a man was robbed by
two gunmen who emerged from a black car at
21 E. Cullerton in the South Loop.

Police believe all three robberies and at least
three others reported elsewhere in the city
were committed by the same group of men
who were using a black Honda Civic bearing a
license plate beginning with BY503, according
to a source. The Honda is stolen.

The offenders have consistently been de-
scribed as Black men in their teens or early 20’s
who wear all black clothing and black masks.

Among other recent robberies that may be
linked to the same crew: At 12:20 a.m. June
14, three 19-year-old men told police they
were walking on the 100 block of W. Goethe
in Old Town when two men got out of a black
Porsche Cayenne and approached them with
handguns, according to a CPD spokesperson.
The offenders took the victims' wallets and
phones, then fled westbound on Goethe in the
Porsche.

At 12:10 a.m. June 15, a man was pistol-
whipped and robbed by four offenders who
got out of a red Acura MDX on the 1400 block
of S. Wabash in the South Loop. An ambulance
treated the victim for injuries.

Area Three detectives are heading up the
investigations.

Man critically wounded
in Near North Side drive-by shooting

A 42-year-old man was critically injured in a
drive-by shooting on the Near North Side June
18, police said. No arrests have been made.

The victim was walking in the 900 block of
N. Cambridge when someone began firing at
him from a black sedan around 1:29 a.m., ac-
cording to a CPD statement. Bullets struck the
man in his abdomen and left leg. He was taken
to Northwestern Memorial Hospital for treat-
ment.

Witnesses saw the black car drive south-
bound on Cambridge after the shooting. Po-
lice found two shell casings at the scene. Area
Three detectives are investigating.

Friday’s shooting is the second this month
on a two-block stretch of Cambridge Ave.

Around 1:30 a.m. June 5, a 31-year-old man

POLICE BEAT seep. 7




INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Men shot in River North,
Goose Island, and near Lincoln Park Zoo

BY CWBCHICAGO

Three people were shot in
separate incidents June 19 and
20 in River North, near Lincoln
Park Zoo, and in the Goose Island
neighborhood. No arrests have
been made.

In the River North shooting,
witnesses approached officers
who were handling a separate in-
cident to report that a person was
shot inside a parking garage at
401 N. State St. around 1:50 a.m.

Officers found a 30-year-old
man with a gunshot wound to his
right thigh inside the structure,
police said. The victim said he
was walking through the garage
when several men approached
him and fired shots, according to
a CPD statement.

An ambulance took the man to
Northwestern Memorial Hospital
in fair condition.

Investigators found four shell
casings, clothing, and two phones
at the crime scene.

In the Lincoln Park shooting,
police said a 20-year-old man
was shot while driving past the
Lincoln Park Zoo around 8:45
p.m. The man was driving his
Kia Soul on the 2300 block of N.
Stockton when a man who was on
foot fired several shots, according
to police.

One round grazed the victim’s
torso. He drove himself to AMI-
TA St. Joseph Hospital, where he
was listed in good condition.

In the Goose Island shooting
a 27-year-old man was critically
wound in a shooting near Stanton

Park in the Goose Island neigh-
borhood, police said. No arrests
have been made.

The victim was on the 700
block of W. Evergreen in a park-
ing lot adjacent to the park when a
man got out of a gray car and shot
at him around 6:15 p.m., accord-
ing to a CPD report. The gunman
then returned to his car and left
the area.

Bullets struck the victim in his
arm, leg, and groin, police said.
He was taken to Northwestern
Memorial Hospital.

Surveillance video shows two
vehicles, a silver Porsche Cay-
enne and a silver Chevy Tahoe,
apparently traveling together be-
fore and after the shooting, the
CPD report said.
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was shot in the hip a block south of
Friday’s shooting scene. Police said
that victim, who has a history of con-
tact with CPD, did not cooperate with
investigators.

Man shot, critically wounded
during Gold Coast
carjacking attempt

Carjackers shot and critically
wounded a 35-year-old man as they
tried to take his Jeep Trailhawk in the
Gold Coast on June 17, police said. No
arrests have been made.

The victim, who lives in River North,
was standing with his girlfriend at
21 E. Chestnut at 10:21 p.m. when a
man demanded the keys to the Jeep
at gunpoint. Police said the offender
then fired one round, striking the
victim in his neck. The carjacker then
returned to the SUV he arrived in and
fled the scene, according to a police
statement.

Surveillance video shows two of-
fenders getting out of a silver Honda
Pilot driven by a third person before
the hijacking attempt. Both men ran
back to the same car, a stolen car, after
the shooting.

An ambulance transported the vic-
tim to Northwestern Memorial Hospi-
tal where he was taken to surgery.

Carjacking reports continue to
outpace the record numbers seen in
2020. Among the most recent cases is
an armed hijacking in the South Loop
around 2:55 a.m. June 17. In that case,
carjackers got away with a man’s Mer-
cedes AMG GT63 — a car that retails
for over $150,000.

The victim told police that three
men, all armed with handguns, com-
mandeered his car on the 1900 block
of S. Wabash.

Minutes before the crew got away
with the victim’s Mercedes, they ap-
parently tried to carjack an Uber driver
outside a luxury apartment building
on the 1300 block of S. Michigan. That
attempt failed, but the Uber driver
flagged down police to tell them
about it moments before the second
hijacking unfolded.

Woman sexually assaulted
in Lakeview East

A woman was sexually assaulted
June 14 by a man who approached
her as she walked in the Lakeview
East neighborhood, police said. The
victim, age 22, was walking in the 600
block of W. Wellington when the of-
fender struck up a conversation be-
tween 2:30 and 3 a.m., according to
a community alert from Area Three
detectives.

Police said the mantookthewoman
into a “dirt lot” and sexually assaulted
her. The woman fought with the man,

who reportedly ran westbound on
Wellington.

An ambulance transported the
woman to Advocate lllinois Masonic
Medical Center for treatment. In ad-
dition to being sexually assaulted,
the woman had injuries to her eye, ac-
cording to a CPD report.

Police said the suspect is a Black
male in his 20's who stands 5-6"to
5'-7" tall and weighs 160 to 170 Ibs. He
has short black hair and was wearing
all dark clothing.

Anyone with information about the
attack can contact detectives at 312-
744-8200 about case #JE-265129.

Monday'’s attack is similar in some
ways to a May 17 sexual assault in Ra-
venswood. In that case, an 18-year-old
woman was sexually assaulted after a
man lured her into a construction site
as she walked in the 4800 block of N.
Ravenswood between 6:45 p.m. and
7 p.m.

But the suspect description in the
earlier case is much different: a Black
male with shoulder-length dread-
locks who's about 27-years-old, 6-3"
tall, and 190 Ibs. He was wearing a red
t-shirt, black pants, and a black pais-
ley bandana as a facemask. He also
carried a black duffle bag across his
body, police said.

Area Three detectives are also in-
vestigating the May attack, which is
recorded under case #JE-233594.

Rash of armed robberies

Police are warning citizens of mul-
tiple similar robbery incidents which
occurred during the evening/early
morning hours in the month of June.
In each instance, multiple offenders
approach the victims, display hand-
guns, and take possession of the vic-
tims’' property after threatening use
of force.

Incidents include one on the1900
block of N. Hudson Ave. on 9 10 p.m.
June 3; 100 block of E. Grand Ave. 2:45
a.m.June 4; 100 block of W. North Ave.
3 a.m.June 4; 1600 block of N. Throop
St. 3:12 a.m. June 4; 1600 block of W.
Belmont Ave. 3:20 a.m. June 4; 1600
block of W. Irving Park Rd. 3:30 a.m.
June 4; 4800 block of N. Western Ave.
3:44 a.m. June 4; 1800 block of W. Pe-
terson Ave. 3:50 a.m. June 4; 200 block
of E. Lower lllinois St. 6:15 a.m. June 4;
300 block of E. Ohio St. 6:20 a.m. June
4; 200 block of E. Superior St. 10:40
p.m. June 15, and on the 100 block of
E. Grand Ave 10:44 p.m. June 15.

The offenders are described as 4-8
Black males, 15-20 years of age, armed
with handguns, wearing dark hooded
sweatshirts and masks. Anyone with
information on these crimes may con-
tact the Bureau of Detectives Area 3
Detective Division at 312-744-8263.

Armed carjackers
take SUV in the Loop

An armed man battered and car-
jacked a 32-year-old driver in the Loop
June 20 as hijacking reports continue
to increase in the city.

Several offenders approached the
driver as he got out of his Volkswagen
Atlas on the first block of East 9th St.
around 6:29 p.m., police said. One of
the hijackers displayed a gun, hit the
victim in the neck, and demanded the
keys to the car, according to police.

The victim, who lives in Rogers
Park, complied.

Police said the offenders climbed
into the man’s SUV and headed west
on 9th St. A license plate reader de-
tected the stolen car traveling out-
bound on the Dan Ryan at 51st St. a
short time later.

The victim’s neck was bruised, but
he declined medical attention, police
said. He described the carjackers as
three Black male teenagers, one of
whom wore a red hoodie.

On June 29, a 47-year-old delivery
driver was hit in the head, knocked
to the ground, and carjacked in Old
Town, according to CPD. Police said
the man was making a food delivery
in the 1500 block of N. Wells around
8:25 p.m. when the offender punched
him in the back of the head, knocking
him to the ground.

The hijacker jumped into the man’s
red 2014 Mazda 3 and drove away
southbound. He was later seen turn-
ing west on Chicago Ave. from Frank-
lin, police said. The victim suffered
minor injuries but declined medical
attention.

On June 17, Ald. Michele Smith
(43rd), who represents much of Old
Town, said in an email newsletter,
“carjacking is still a serious issue in
our city, but numbers are significantly
down since the carjacking task force
was enlarged in March.”

In fact, carjackings have increased
every month since March, according
to the city’s data. There were 83 hi-
jackings citywide that month, 98 in
April, and 111 in May. Through June
12, this month was on-pace to record
120 cases.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com
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A police officer detains Darryl Sprowal on June 15.

Twice-convicted sex offender tried
to sexually assault sunbather in park

BY CWBCHICAGO

Prosecutors on June 17 charged
a twice-convicted sex offender
with trying to sexually assault a
woman who was sunbathing this
week in a park adjacent to the 606
trail in Bucktown.

The 45-year-old woman was
wearing a bathing suit and ly-
ing face-down in Churchill Field
Playlot Park, 1825 N. Damen,
when Darryl Sprowal 41, walked
up around 1:30 p.m. June 15, ac-
cording to police and prosecu-
tors.

Sprowal moved his hands to his
groin area while standing within
feet of the woman, who has never
had contact with him before, As-
sistant State’s Attorney Kevin
Deboni said. The woman report-
edly looked over at Sprowal and
asked if she could help him with
something.

Suddenly, Sprowal jumped
onto the woman’s back and began
grabbing her face as if to cover her
mouth, Deboni said. The woman
screamed, attracting the attention
of two men in the area. They both
intervened.

As Sprowal got up, he said
he “didn’t do anything” and “it
wasn’t what it looked like,” Debo-
ni said. He then walked away on
Damen Ave.

A third witness took video and
photos of Sprowal as others called
911. Police searched the area and
found Sprowal in the 2000 block
of W. McLean around 2:22 p.m.

The alleged victim identified
him as the man who attacked her
and Sprowal told police that he
“tripped and fell” on the woman,
Deboni said.

Sprowal received a six-year
prison sentence in 2016 for at-
tempted criminal sexual assault.
In that case, he was accused of
forcefully grabbing a woman
he didn’t know, pulling her legs
apart, and positioning himself
between them. He was supposed
to register his address as a sex of-
fender by March 8, but he never
did, Deboni said. Sprowal told in-
vestigators who handled the case
that he “gets urges to have sex.”
In 2005, Sprowal received a nine-
year sentence for sexually assault-
ing his 72-year-old grandmother,
Deboni said. He also served five
years in Texas for a burglary that
involved a 13-year-old victim.

Prosecutors charged him with
attempted criminal sexual as-
sault, aggravated battery in a
public place, unlawful restraint,
being a sexual predator in a pub-
lic park, and violating the sex of-
fender registry act.

His defense attorney said
Sprowal has been homeless since
March and has one child who is
now an adult.

Judge Mary Marubio noted the
“impulsive nature” of the new al-
legations and set bail for Sprowal
at $250,000, meaning he will
need to post $25,000 to get out of
jail.

Criminals are crawling down bridges
to burglarize riverfront restaurants

BY CWBCHICAGO

Never let it be said that Chi-
cago’s creative criminal element
won’t take advantage of every op-
portunity.

Police last weekend warned
Loop businesses that burglars
are crawling down the side of a
Chicago River bridge structure to
burglarize a riverside restaurant
via its scenic waterfront patio en-
trance.

CPD did not identify the restau-
rant, but they said the burglaries
took place on the 100 block of N.
Wacker Dr. during the overnight

hours of June 2 and June 18.

In both cases, male and female
burglars eased their way down
the side of one of the city’s famed
bascule bridges and jumped onto
the restaurant’s riverfront patio.
From there, the prowlers entered
the eatery and took unspecified
property.

Police described the burglars
only as males and females be-
tween the ages of 18 and 24.

Anyone with information about
case can contact Area Three de-
tectives at 312-744-8263 regard-
ing alert #P21-3-077.
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Now you can stream
New Faces
Sing Broadway

Porchlight Music Theatre announced
streaming dates for its first live, in-person
production of 2021, New Faces Sing Broad-
way 1979, with host multi-award winner
Alexis J Roston* and a slate of up and com-
ing talents celebrating the 1979 Broadway
season, directed by Brianna Borger* and
music directed by Linda Madonia*. New
Faces Sing Broadway 1979 is available
for streaming Friday, June 25 beginning
at 12 p.m. CDT through Sunday, July 25
at 11:59 p.m. CDT. Tickets are $25 - $50,
with streaming available for 72 hours after
purchase, and are on sale now. For more
information, visit PorchlightMusicTheatre.
org or call the Porchlight Music Theatre
box office at 773-777-9884.

The New Faces Sing Broadway 1979 per-
formance was recorded in front of a live au-
dience Saturday, June 12 at the North Shore
Center for the Performing Arts in Skokie’s
Out Back Summer Sessions. Host Alexis J
Roston and the New Faces, a cast made up
of the next generation of talent, take the au-
dience on a musical journey from the start
to the finish of the 1979 Broadway season
in 90 minutes with songs, historic informa-
tion, trivia and sing-alongs. The latest New
Faces features songs from the 1979 Broad-
way shows Evita, Sweeney Todd, They’re
Playing Our Song and more.

The 1979 cast of New Faces includes Mi-
cah Beauvais, Adia Bell, Chloe Belongilot,
Wesly Anthony Clergé, Haley Gustafson,
Drew Mitchell, Mia Nevarez, Laura Qui-
flones, Christopher Ratliff and Nathe Row-
botham. The musicians performing with
the New Faces include Linda Madonia
(music director, keyboards), MarcelRe-
imao Bonfim (bass) and Justin Akira Kono
(drums).

M, ; AT S -
Golfing for PAWS with Judith Spurlock and husband Jim joining Ross
and Suzie Glickman, Judith Tullman and Howard Tullman, Ramona Grif-

Ethan Dooley with Chicago Rowing Foundationand teammates.

fin, Nancy Sterling, Judith Goldberg and Bill.
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Also saw Eamonn Cummins and Jen-
nifer Bender. Bravo to the organizers for
their hard work.

PAWS: A most successful event for
PAWS Chicago Golf Outing at Westmore-
land Country Club, with Judith Spurlock
and husband Jim joining Ross and Suzie
Glickman, Judith Tull-
man and Howard Tull-
man, Ramona Griffin,
Nancy Sterling, Judith
Goldberg and Bill.

CHICAGO ROW-
ING: A great weekend
for young rower Ethan
Dooley and his team-
mates who finished 7th
at the Chicago Rowing
Foundation’s V8 by win-
ning the B Final race in
Sarasota FL. Papa Ken
Dooley and Mama Dana

Librot Dooley are aglow. Brieva.
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Paul lacono and Jennifer Sutton

Homer’s famed ice cream parlor for Jeff
and Stephanie Leese Emrich, it was a
draw... the Samurai Brothers enjoying a
bucolic summer in adventure rich Michi-
gan... Ingrid McNeil came for cocktails
with Jim Kinney and Brian White on
the roof... my very favorite sweetie, Lynn
Graham, lunching with her cousin Mi-
chael Rambert in The Booth ... nearby
Christie Heffner having
lunch... Chicago restau-
ranteur ‘supremo’ Steve
Lombardo giving an
RL tour... Susie Forts-
mann Kealy with grand-
son Trip Arnold at his
Hardy Prep graduation...
TV’s Whitney Reyn-
olds seen garden supply
shopping at Home De-
pot on Elston... Chuck
Jordan and “scoopster”
Candace Jordan hav-
ing dinner dee-lish at
Erie Cafe... Architec-

Sy

WHO’S WHERE: Chauwarin Tunti-
sak, partner of Doug Van Tress, honored
by Cook County Treasurer, Maria Pappas
along with select Chicago Thais for their
community service and charitable work...
Fans of fine artist and waiter Peter Axels-
en of Ralph Lauren Bar & Grill celebrated
his birthday last week with the usual rel-
ish... Stacie McClane and Sherry Lea
Fox looking fab, eating well at Maple &
Ash... Janet and Rodger Owens fill-
ing their sails for Susan Hand, Michael
Mandic and Christina Hand Mandic on
the waters of Lake Michigan... Chadwick
Godfrey, a man in the know, eschewed a
journey by plane and made a most reviv-
ing 19-hour Amtrak trip instead ... Chase
Michels with Shelley McArthur Farley,
Shauna Montgomery, Liam Farley, Calli
Michels Rummel, Patti Michels, Lau-
ren Gottsacker and Jared Rummel do-
ing a wedding in Medford, NJ... Back at
Wrigley with ‘Da’ Borgs at ‘Da’ Cubs...
Peach vs Pistachio contest in Wilmette at

tural guru Lee Bey so proud of his young-
est daughter, Sara Bey, who’s writing for
Hearst Publishing while in college... Con-
grats to critic supreme and bride, Mr. and
Mrs. Sherman Kaplan for 59 years of
marriage... Shelley Howard and rock star
Billy Jacobs on Rush St.

SKYLINE VIET NAM: Rodney Alex
writes from Viet Nam: “Thanks for includ-
ing me in Skyline as I wait restlessly to
be released from my three star quarantine
here in Ho Chi Minh City. 11 days down,
10 more to go.” Good luck, Rodney.

THE PRICE IS RIGHT... OMG: Paul
Iacono and Jennifer Sutton Brieva “re-
aired” this past week with their appearance
on Drew Carey’s game show the Price is
Right. It never gets old.

Hard work spotlights the character of
people: some turn up their sleeves, some
turn up their noses, and some don’t turn
up at all. -- Sam Ewing

Billy Jacobs and Shelley Howard.

tog515@gmail.com
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lllinois Medicaid companies rake in record profits from pandemic

The BGA reveals how the five
private insurance companies
running the state’s healthcare
program for low-income resi-
dents benefited from the COVID-
19 lockdown

BY DAVID JACKSON
Better Government Assoc.

The for-profit insurance com-
panies running Illinois Medicaid
collected hundreds of millions of
dollars in extra profits during the
COVID-19 pandemic — much of
it for services never provided to
patients, an investigation by the
Better Government Association
has found.

The windfall was the result of a
payment system based on annual,
per-patient estimates. While the
number of patients in the state’s
Medicaid program swelled as
people lost their jobs, many de-
ferred elective medical proce-
dures during the pandemic.

That meant the insurance com-
panies spent a smaller percentage
of their government revenue on
direct medical services, a trend
seen nationwide in which Med-
icaid providers made billions in
extra profits.

An analysis of the quarterly and
year-end financial statements of
Illinois’ five Medicaid insurance

contractors — called managed
care organizations [MCO] reveals
the unprecedented surge in prof-
its from April 2020 through Dec.
2020. The Illinois COVID-19
lockdown began in March when
Gov. J.B. Pritzker issued execu-
tive orders closing schools and
some businesses.

Three of the Medicaid compa-
nies — Meridian Health Plan of
Illinois, IlliniCare Health Plan
and Molina Healthcare of II-
linois — reported a combined
$282 million increase in profits
in Illinois during that nine-month
stretch when the pandemic was at
its height, compared to the same
period in 2019.

The other contractors — insur-
ance giant Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of Illinois and Aetna Bet-
ter Health of Illinois, Inc. — also
reported large profits on a nation-
al scale, but the direct correlation
is unclear because their figures
include private patients, Medi-
care recipients or data from other
states.

The parent company of Illinois’
Blue Cross — which covers the
insurance carrier over five states
— reported its net income from
all private and public plans rose
by 75% to nearly $4 billion last
year, records show.

Presented with the BGA’s find-

ings, the top official at the Illinois
Department of Healthcare and
Family Services said her office
will investigate and work to re-
cover some of the taxpayer money
as part of a routine statewide ac-
counting due in 2023.

“I don’t think it is fair to take a
partial-year look or a short-term
look at something when all these
numbers and all these projections
are annual in nature, and there’s
still a lot of billings and reporting
and reconciling to do,” said The-
resa Eagleson, director of HFS in
an April interview with the BGA.

“If those numbers for calendar
year 2020 end up bearing out,
we will be recouping a signifi-
cant amount of money from the
plans,” Eagleson said. “I'm not
saying that we don’t see this po-
tentially occurring. I'm saying we
don’t have a process in place to
recoup it until ... all the informa-
tion is in.”

In a followup email earlier this
month, Eagleson’s top spokes-
woman said, “purely as a snapshot
in time, initial incomplete figures
indicate HFS would recoup over
$120 million” from the insurance
firms for calendar year 2020.
Those funds will come through
a program called a “risk corri-
dor” that reallocates money if the
companies exceed or fall short of

targets for medical care.

“Illinois was one of the first
states in the country to implement
risk corridors during the pandem-
ic to further restrict possible prof-
it margins,” said Jamie Munks,
Eagleson’s spokeswoman. “We
will recoup more from the health
plans than we otherwise would
have.”

The prospect of waiting two
years for payback isn’t fast
enough for some state lawmakers.
State Sen. Dave Koehler, a Dem-
ocrat from Peoria, in December
filed a bill to “claw back” 20% of
all COVID-era profits from the
Medicaid providers.

“Our two hospital systems
here in Peoria verified that their
revenues were down during the
height of the pandemic because
everybody was not doing elec-
tives,” Koehler, an assistant ma-
jority leader, told the BGA. “That
bothers me.”

When his bill wasn’t progress-
ing to a floor vote, Koehler said
he met for 45 minutes with Pritz-
ker in March and made his case to
recover 20% of the excess profits
now.

“I said, ‘We don’t really have a
managed care system in this state;
we have a managed payment sys-
tem. ... There is no care,” Koe-
hler said he told Pritzker.

Koehler declined to discuss
how Pritzker responded.

Email traffic obtained by the
BGA through a public records
request suggests the Pritzker ad-
ministration had already decided
to scuttle Koehler’s efforts.

“The governor’s office also has
many concerns with the (bill)
language,” wrote Samantha Olds
Frey, the state’s top Medicaid in-
surance lobbyist, in an email to
company leaders Jan. 5. “They
asked that I send over our high
level list of concerns, so they can
review them and include them in
their analysis.

“We are also working with HFS
and our communications team to
push back with the press,” Olds
Frey wrote in a separate email to
industry executives.

The emails illustrate the influ-
ence Medicaid contractors exert
over Illinois agencies tasked with
holding the insurance firms ac-
countable for patient care and
taxpayer savings, according to
ethics and industry experts.

“It doesn’t seem to be just or
fair to the taxpayers of Illinois
that these billions of dollars in
payments would continue to flow
to the MCOs during a time when
they’re not providing the services

MEDICAID see p. 10
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city council.

“CHA and the city, along with
its development partners, have
worked to realize the goals of the
redevelopment plan to create a
vibrant, mixed-income commu-
nity,” said CHA spokeswoman
Karen Vaughan. “The availability
of TIF funds will ensure that this
work continues. The TIF funds
are a vital funding source needed
to complete the revitalization of
the Near North community area.
The CHA and the city remain
committed to the community and
residents as we continue working
to meet the redevelopment obliga-
tion.”

The empty CHA land was part
of the Cabrini-Green footprint,
including namesakes William
Green Homes and a series of red-
brick buildings known as Cabrini
Extension South, named for a
Catholic missionary. Also wait-
ing to be modernized are the his-
toric Frances Cabrini Rowhouses,
which were built in the 1940s for
returning war veterans.

The grand vision to trans-
form the neighborhood has been
riddled with problems from the
beginning. The project has pro-
gressed in fits and starts because
of economic downturns, lawsuits
and funding issues.

The redevelopment began in
the 1990s, but construction halted
as the city, the CHA and public
housing residents battled in the
courts. They came to an agree-
ment in 2000, with the CHA
agreeing to build 700 units of pub-
lic housing, and the city agreeing
to create 270 units of affordable
housing. In 2015, the CHA agreed
to increase the number of public
housing units to 1,800. The agen-
cy still remains 580 units short of
that goal.

Last year, the city coun-
cil approved spending up
to $4 million in TIF funds
to demolish the vacant
Near North high school
to make way for the first
phase of redevelopment
there, a high-rise with
about 190 units of mixed-
income housing.

As projects are com-
pleted and property values
rise, the district increas-

The Cabrini-Green redevelopment
was initially set to be completed
in 2010, but the 2008 housing
market crash delayed projects.
When one of the developers
couldn’t make its sales quotas,
the CHA and the city bailed it out

and kept a bank
Jrom auctioning off units.

the CHA and the city bailed
it out and kept a bank from
auctioning off units.

That developer, the Hol-
sten Real Estate Develop-
ment Corp., is now complet-
ing the final rental phase of
the Parkside of Old Town
redevelopment, which will
deliver 102 units. About a
third of those units will be
reserved for public housing
residents, a third have in-

ingly generates more taxes. Over
the last two decades, it produced
more than $320 million. If ex-
tended, the city expects it will
create about $600 million more
over the next 12 years.

So far, about $50 million went
to the developers of mixed-in-
come housing, who have created
more than 1,000 units, records
show. The developments are
called mixed income because
about a quarter of the homes were
set aside for public housing resi-
dents, 20% have income caps, and
the rest are rented or sold at mar-
ket rates.

The city spent about $30 mil-
lion in TIF funds to redevelop
neighborhood schools and more
than $13 million to expand and
improve area parks and help fi-
nance the construction of a field
house that bears the name of
Secretary of State Jesse White.
In recent years, the city also has
tapped millions in TIF funds to
help plug city budget holes.

The Cabrini-Green redevelop-
ment was initially set to be com-
pleted in 2010, but the 2008 hous-
ing market crash delayed projects.
When one of the developers
couldn’t make its sales quotas,
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come caps, and a third can be rent-
ed at market rates. The $50 mil-
lion project, or nearly $500,000
per unit, includes $9.5 million in
Near North TIF money.

Some experts said the area sup-
ports expensive housing because
of its location. The redevelopment
of the Near North TIF, along with
the displacement of public hous-
ing residents throughout the city

as the CHA moved toward priva-
tization, helped cement the city’s
segregated lines, as many dis-
placed public housing residents,
who were almost all Black, were
forced into disinvested areas on
the city’s South and West Sides,
where TIF districts are far less lu-
crative for developers.

“TIF has never worked well
with equity and need,” said Ra-
chel Weber, a professor of urban
planning at the Univ. of Illinois at
Chicago. “It is not conducive to
encouraging equitable develop-
ment.”

The report from the city’s DPD
doesn’t specifically say what fu-
ture projects would be financed
with the additional TIF dollars. It
said the TIF extension is needed
to fulfill the CHA’s “vision of
creating diverse mixed-income
communities.”

INJURED?

Do Yourself a Favor, Call Staver.

Free Legal Consultation For:

a4 Car Accidents
& Semi-Truck Accidents

Slip & Fall / Property Liability

s Work Injuries
Dog Attacks or Bites

No Fee Until You Win

Calls Answered 24/7

888-988-6599

InjurediL.com

Illinois Law Firm - Staver Accident Injury Lawyers, P.C.

TO ADVERTISE Call 773-465-9700
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and the state has a significant budget prob-
lem,” said John Pelissero, a government
ethics professor at the Loyola University
Chicago, who reviewed the emails at the
BGA’s request.

Renée Popovits, an attorney for Medic-
aid doctors and medical clinics who tes-
tified in March in favor of Koehler’s bill,
told the BGA that the insurance firms “de-
serve to be adequately and appropriately
compensated but not at this level of gross
profits.” The corporations’ pandemic-era
profits surged as Illinois’ health care sys-
tem was reeling and officials struggled to
vaccinate citizens and protect elderly and
disabled adults, Popovits noted. “How can
the state shut down churches, schools and
businesses in the name of a public health
emergency yet feel no urgency to redirect
this money?”

Olds Frey, who heads the Illinois Assoc.
of Medicaid Health Plans, said her collabo-
ration with the Pritzker administration to
combat Koehler’s bill helped ensure the
solvency of the entire state Medicaid pro-
gram.

“We continuously coordinate and cali-
brate with key stakeholders like the gov-
ernor’s office, HFS, legislators, providers
and members to ensure positive outcomes
for Medicaid recipients,” said Olds Frey.

Pritzker’s press secretary Jordan Abu-
dayyeh declined to provide details but said
the governor and his staff routinely solicit
feedback from all sides as they analyze the
pros and cons of any issue.

Nicole Huberfeld, a professor of health
law at the Boston Univ. School of Law, said
the Illinois Medicaid contractors’ 2020
windfall profits could be erased by new ex-
penses if citizens who deferred care soon
demand it.

“Yes, there is an uptick of profits, but

LEGAL NOTICE

STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT
DANE COUNTY

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN CREDIT UNION
PUBLICATION

SUMMONS

Case No: 21-CV-001132

Hon. Josann M. Reynolds — Br. 2

3500 University Ave.
Madison, WI 53705

Plaintiff,

V.

ADRIANA VELASCO a/k/a

ADRIANA A. VELASCO GUADARRAMA
1520 Trip Circle, Apt. 401SI

Madison, WI 53706, and

JOSE A. SANTIAGO a/k/a
JOSE A. SANTIAGO de JESUS
1525 S. Michigan Ave., Apt. 202
Chicago, IL 60605,

Defendants.

THE STATE OF WISCONSIN
To each person named above as a defendant:

You are hereby notified that the plaintiff named above
has filed a lawsuit or other legal action against you. The
amended complaint, which is also served on you, states the
nature and basis of the legal action.

Within 40 days after June 16, 2021, you must respond
with a written answer, as that term is used in Chapter 802
of the Wisconsin Statutes, to the amended complaint. The
Court may reject or disregard an answer that does not follow
the requirements of the statutes. The answer must be sent
or delivered to the Court, whose address is 215 S. Hamilton
Street, Room 1000, Madison, Wisconsin 53703, and to the
plaintiff’s attorney, whose address is 735 N. Water Street,
Suite 205, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202. You may have an
attorney help or represent you.

If you do not provide a proper answer within 40 days,
the Court may grant judgment against you for the award
of money or other legal action requested in the amended
complaint, and you may lose your right to object to anything
that is or may be incorrect in the amended complaint. A
judgment may be enforced as provided by law. A judgment
awarding money may become a lien against any real estate
you own now or in the future, and may also be enforced by
garnishment or seizure of property.

We are attempting to collect a debt and any information
obtained will be used for that purpose.

Dated this 14th day of June, 2021.
DARNIEDER & SOSNAY

By: Electronically signed by Michael A. Sosnay

Michael A. Sosnay,
Attorney for Plaintiff
State Bar No: 1059549

P.O. ADDRESS

735 N. Water Street, Suite 205
Milwaukee, W1 53202

(414) 277-1400

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

the MCOs are facing a potential rip tide of
losses as COVID eases and people return
to their doctors with pent-up demands for
treatment,” Huberfeld said.

Three days after the BGA published this
article, Koehler cited the BGA findings
and called for hearings into the insurance
providers COVID-era Medicaid profits.

“If we are able to reallocate excess prof-
its from these companies, we can help hos-
pitals stay open and keep providing life-
saving care in our low-income and rural
communities,” Koehler said on May 27.

Illinois began taking steps to privatize its
modern Medicaid program in 2010 under
then-Gov. Pat Quinn. Former Gov. Bruce
Rauner accelerated those efforts, which
were embraced by Pritzker.

At the same time, consolidations re-
shaped the insurance sector focused on
Medicaid. Today, a handful of publicly
traded companies are in charge of one of
the most vital functions of Illinois’ govern-
ment: providing care to 2.6 million low-in-
come people, including pregnant mothers,
people with disabilities, nursing home resi-
dents and foster children, records show.

Before Medicaid was turned over to pri-
vate insurance companies, the state paid
each doctor, clinic or hospital a fee for ev-
ery Medicaid service rendered. Today, the
state pays the insurance firms a fixed dollar
amount per member each month, whether
the patient received costly treatments or no
medical services.

Four of the five companies declined to
respond to the BGA’s written questions or
requests for interviews. Blue Cross said its
financial gains were largely limited to the
first months of the pandemic.

“During the first half of 2020, we saw
sharp declines in elective care utilization,
as consumers were reluctant or unable to
seek medical care due to ‘stay at home’
measures,” said Blue Cross spokeswoman
Colleen Miller. “In the second half of the
year, the pendulum swung the other direc-
tion, and the deferral of care moderated
with utilization levels eventually returning
to nearly normal levels. During this period,
benefit expenses also increased to cover
pandemic-related costs, such as testing, di-
agnosis and treatment.”

Eagleson said the BGA’s analysis is in-
complete because it is focused only on the
nine COVID months of 2020. If the entire
year is considered, the same three Medicaid
insurance firms reported combined losses
last year and in 2019. “In full context, it is
plain that the plans are not making excess
profits,” Eagleson’s spokeswoman wrote.

Lakeview Township
Real Estate For Sale

Those state-level losses to which Eagle-
son referred don’t reflect actual losses on a
company-wide level because Illinois con-
tractors pay hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in management fees to their corporate
parents.

For instance, Meridian Health Plan of
Illinois Inc. reported a 2019 loss of $77
million — but only after paying a $287
million management fee to a subsidiary of
its parent company, Centene Corp. Despite
such state-level losses, Centene reported
nationwide profits in 2019 of more than $1
billion, records show.

Illinois officials and industry lobby-
ists said they opposed Koehler’s clawback
legislation because the state already has a
mechanism in place to recover overpay-
ments to the insurance companies. Under
Illinois contracts, which totaled $16 billion
last year, the insurance companies are re-
quired to spend 85% of all public revenues
directly on medical services, leaving 15%
for administrative costs, marketing, other
expenses and profits.

That 85% rule has come under scrutiny
in recent years because of the state’s poor
record enforcing it, loopholes in what con-
stitutes medical services, and the state’s
lack of transparency about how it holds the
insurance companies accountable.

The Illinois Auditor General found in
2018 that the state failed to account for the
85% rule for three years between 2012 and
2015. HFS acknowledged the failure and
retroactively collected $90 million in ex-
cess payments stretching back to 2011, ac-
cording to data HFS provided to the BGA.

Critics of Illinois’ Medicaid system also
said the state allows the insurance pro-
viders to meet the 85% rule by counting
vaguely defined activities, such as “quality
improvement,” as direct medical expenses.

During 2019, for instance, Illinois’ five
Medicaid insurance firms claimed they
spent a combined $336 million on quality
improvement, records show. Absent that
expense, two of them would have fallen
short of the 85% ratio and been forced
to remit millions of dollars, state records
showed. IlliniCare and Aetna, two of the
five companies, recently merged.

The HFS’ Eagleson said Illinois raised
its ratio to 90% during the COVID-19 peri-
od last year to make sure taxpayers weren’t
being fleeced.

Several other states told the BGA they
have already begun to recover undeserved
profits from Medicaid providers. South
Carolina currently estimates it will recoup
$75 million from its far smaller $3.3 billion

program following an audit of last year’s
spending. “These numbers are not final-
ized and are just approximate totals based
on incomplete data,” said John Tapley, the
state Medicaid program manager.

Minnesota estimates that nearly $78 mil-
lion may be returned by the MCOs running
that state’s $7 billion Medicaid program in
2020. And New Jersey won federal approv-
al to amend its managed care contracts and
estimates it will save $400 million for the
period of January through June 2020.

Illinois’ five Medicaid contractors all
were subsidiaries of publicly traded insur-
ance companies that compete to care for
low-income people in states across the U.S.
Their COVID-19-era profits were driven
by a confluence of factors, government and
industry officials said.

The shutdown of Illinois’ economy
swelled the state’s Medicaid rolls by
480,000 people as workers lost their jobs
and lost their employer-sponsored insur-
ance, state records show. Illinois paid the
Medicaid providers for those additional
clients.

A federal emergency measure barred
states from striking Medicaid recipients
from the rolls, even if those patients weren’t
getting care or simply couldn’t be found.

At the same time, many Illinois Med-
icaid recipients deferred elective medical
procedures during the pandemic, accord-
ing to records and interviews with industry
experts.

And at the pandemic’s outset, Illinois
pushed out $100 million in payments that
are usually withheld until the companies
meet performance measures. The aim was
to ensure the firms got through an unprec-
edented and unpredictable period when
losses or gains might be staggering.

Eagleson said her effort to financially
support Illinois’ insurance providers was
shaped in part by her experience wran-
gling yearslong Illinois budget shortfalls
that forced social service contractors to cut
services or borrow to function.

“We have to have financially viable
plans. When the state can’t pay its bills,
they pay providers anyway,” she said.

Ben Winick, Eagleson’s chief of staff,
said only financially healthy Medicaid
contractors can properly care for their cli-
ents.

“We do not want to see our plans mak-
ing excessive profits,” Winick said. “But
it’s also not set up for them to be losing
money, either. They need to make money
to be financially viable and be adequate
partners.”
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION

ISLANDCAP, LLC;

Plaintiff,

vs.

GEOFFREY E. CHERRY AKA GEOFFREY CHERRY;

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; STATE OF ILLINOIS, DEPARTMENT
OF REVENUE; 500-502 WEST ROSCOE STREET CONDOMINIUM
ASSOCIATION; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON RECORD CLAIM-
ANTS;

Defendants,

19 CH 8882

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of
Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above entitled cause Intercounty
Judicial Sales Corporation will on Tuesday, July 20, 2021 at the hour
of 11 a.m. in their office at 120 West Madison Street, Suite 718A, Chi-
cago, lllinois, sell at public auction to the highest bidder for cash, as set
forth below, the following described mortgaged real estate:

P..N. 14-21-307-040-1010.

Commonly known as 502 West Roscoe Street, Apt 3N, Chicago, II-
linois 60657.

The mortgaged real estate is improved with a condominium residence.
The purchaser of the unit other than a mortgagee shall pay the assess-
ments and the legal fees required by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of
Section 9 of the Condominium Property Act

Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance, by certified funds,
within 24 hours. No refunds. The property will NOT be open for in-
spection.

For information call The Sales Department at Plaintiff’s Attorney,
Anselmo Lindberg & Associates, LLC, 1771 West Diehl Road, Naper-
ville, lllinois 60563-1890. (630) 453-6960. F19040172
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.com

13170411

161616

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

“ Real Estate For Sale H “

Real Estate For Sale

Real Estate For Sale H

232323
161616

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT IN
ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS
TRUSTEE FOR THE RMAC TRUST, SERIES
2016-CTT

Plaintiff,

-
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND/OR LEGATEES OF
MAURICE S. MARKS, DECEASED, JOSEPHINE
SMITH, AS ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ESTATE
OF MAURICE S. MARKS, DECEASED, JOSE-
PHINE MARKS SMITH A/K/A JOSEPHINE SMITH,
BONNIE KAY SPILLER, DONALD TRENT MARKS,
KENNETH R. MARKS, DEBORAH K. MARKS,
DOROTHY BRADFORD, WAYNE E. HENDER-
SON, LAMONT H. HENDERSON, ROOSEVELT
MARKS, JR., AUSTIN MARKS, SHELEETA
MARKS, JAMES D. SUMRAL, UNKNOWN HEIRS
AND/OR LEGATEES OF GREGORY MARKS,
DECEASED, YETTA R. PORTER, THE NORTH
TOWN VILLAGE CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION,
CITY OF CHICAGO, AN ILLINOIS MUNICIPAL
CORPORATION, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS, UNKNOWN OC-
CUPANTS

Defendants

19 CH 3073

1317 NORTH BURLING STREET, UNIT B
CHICAGO, IL 60610

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on March 9, 2021, an agent for The
Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on July
13, 2021, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, One
South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO, IL, 60606, sell at a
public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth below,
the following described real estate:

Commonly known as 1317 NORTH BURLING
STREET, UNIT B, CHICAGO, IL 60610

Property Index No. 17-04-113-100-1038

The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $264,661.74.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judicial
Sales Corporation. No third party checks will be ac-
cepted. The balance, including the Judicial Sale fee
for the Abandoned Residential Property Municipality
Relief Fund, which is calculated on residential real
estate at the rate of $1 for each $1,000 or fraction
thereof of the amount paid by the purchaser not to
exceed $300, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is
due within twenty-four (24) hours. No fee shall be
paid by the mortgagee acquiring the residential
real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the sale or
by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or other lienor
acquiring the residential real estate whose rights in
and to the residential real estate arose prior to the
sale. The subject property is subject to general real
estate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale
without any representation as to quality or quantity
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS
IS" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished
to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a gov-
emment agency (driver's license, passport, etc.) in
order to gain entry into our building and the fore-
closure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, The sales clerk, LOGS Legal
Group LLP Plaintiffs Attorneys, 2121 WAUKE-
GAN RD., SUITE 301, Bannockburn, IL, 60015
(847) 291-1717 For information call between the
hours of 1pm - 3pm.. Please refer to file number
18-087256.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

LOGS Legal Group LLP

2121 WAUKEGAN RD., SUITE 301

Bannockburn IL, 60015

847-291-1717

E-Mail: ILNotices@logs.com

Attorney File No. 18-087256

Attorney Code. 42168

Case Number: 19 CH 3073

TJSCH#: 41-894

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 19 CH 3073

13170336

090909

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700
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CLASSIFIEDS

m Health/Fitness Medical Misc. Miscellaneous, cont.

State of lllinois Surplus Property Online Auction -
WEEKLY auctions throughout the year! Equipment,
watches, boats, vehicles, knives, jewelry and much
more... iBid.illinois.gov

Auto Donations

Donate your car to kids! Fast free pickup running
or not - 24 hour response. Maximum tax donation.
Help find missing kids! 877-831-1448

Autos Wanted

Carsftrucks wanted!!! 2002 and newer! Any condi-
tion. Running or not. Competitive offer! Free towing!
We're nationwide! Call now: 1-888-416-2330.

Cash for cars: We buy any condition vehicle, 2002
and newer. Nationwide free pick up! Call now:
1-800-864-5960.

Donate your car to kids. Your donation helps fund
the search for missing children. Accepting trucks,
motorcycles & RV’s too! Fast free pickup - running
or not - 24 hr response - maximum tax donation -
Call (888) 515-3813

Get cash for your used or junk car today. We buy all
cars, trucks, and SUVs. Free pick up. Call. 1-888-
985-1806

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Business Opportunities

$1000 MAILBOX CASH EVERYDAY? Legal, Ethi-
cal, Exciting & Fun, No MLM Chains, Pyramids Etc
Website Reveals All www.stressfreecashnow.
com Then Call Hotline 1-800-243-2142

America’s #1 Home Based Business! Up to $20k/
mo. Perfect for Introverts, Never Call Anyone, Text
“INFO” 800-343-6297 or Call for Prerecorded Msg

Commercial Space for Rent

Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 700 sq.
ft.; 1,000 sq. ft. & 1,100 sq. ft. Three-year lease @
$15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven funds.

773-772-0808 please leave message.

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL
AlM 800-481-8312

AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING - Get FAA Tech-
nician certification. Approved for military benefits.
Financial Aid if qualified. Job placement assistance.
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 866-453-
6204

Help Wanted. Paid Daily. No Experience Needed.
Full Details Go To: www.BestEasyWork.com/
bamidan

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES NEEDED! Train at
home for a career as a Medical Office Professional
at CTI! 1-833-766-4511 AskCTl.com

Train online to do medical billing! Become a Medical
Office Professional at CTI! Get trained & certified to
work in months! 888-572-6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

Education/Career Training

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands
on Aviation training. Financial Aid for qualified stu-
dents - Career placement assistance. CALL Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

Employment/Drivers

WARM UP WITH A NEW CAREER AT TTI!$1600
Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS *Flatbed
*Step Deck *Van *LTL Reefer. Pay is 26% Gross
Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile Van/Reefer. Full
benefits w/FREE Health & Life Insurance, 6 paid
Holidays + Industry leading Driver Bonus Program!
Must have Class A CDL. Call Ruth or Mike at TTI
Inc 1-800-222-5732 Apply online ttitrucking.com

ARE YOU BEHIND $10K OR MORE ON YOUR
TAXES? Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits,
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt
FAST. Call 855-849-6790

Do you owe $10,000+ to the IRS or State in back
taxes? Get tax relief now! We'll fight for you!
(800)887-5731 - (Mon-Fri 10am-8pm EST).

Government program forgives up to 90% of Federal
Student Loans. Call today to claim your benefits be-
fore Congress makes changes to eligibility require-
ments. CALL (888) 212-5612

PAY 0% Processing Fees! Gain track and make
your business viable by keeping up with payment
technology. 866--722-7434 CashDiscounts.com

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit!
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

FARMERS, LANDSCAPERS or GARDENERS,
did you or a loved one use Roundup Weed Killer
and were diagnosed with NON-HODGKINS LYM-
PHOMA (Cancer)? You may be entitled to com-
pensation. Call Attorney Charles Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

HERNIA REPAIR? DID YOU RECEIVE A HERNIA
MESH PATCH between 2009- present? Did you
suffer complications from removal surgery, bowel
perforation, infection, abdominal wall tears, punc-
ture of abdominal organs or intestinal fistulae after
placement of this device? You may be entitled to
compensation. Attorney Charles Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

If you or a loved one were diagnosed with OVAR-
IAN CANCER or MESOTHELIOMA after use of
TALCUM products such as BABY POWDER or
SHOWER TO SHOWER, you may be entitied to
compensation. Contact Charles H. Johnson 1-800-
535-5727

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money on diabetic
supplies! Convenient home shipping for monitors,
test strips, insulin pumps, catheters & more! To
learn more, call now! 877-810-0063

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit!
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-889-5515

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one FREE! High-
quality rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced
90% less than competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day
money back guarantee! 855-619-0190

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer or Mesothe-
lioma? Exposed to Asbestos Pre-1980 at Work or
Navy? You May Be Entitled to a Significant Cash
Award! Smoking History Okay! Call 1-855-591-
0517

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO ACCIDENT?
Let us fight for you! Our network has recovered mil-
lions for clients! Call today for a FREE consultation!
1-888-409-1261

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates,
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares.
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaran-
teed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos
Espanol

Help Wanted/Drivers

New Starting Base Pay - .60cpm w/ option to make
.70cpm for Class A CDL Flatbed Drivers, Excellent
Benefits, Home Weekends, Call 800-648-9915 or
www.boydandsons.com

Help Wanted/Employment

Bookkeepers: 12 mo. exp. in bookkeeping or related
req. Mail Resume to: Manning & Silverman Ltd. ,
Attn: HR- 175 Olde Half Day Road, Ste. 290, Lin-
colnshire, IL 60069.

The Association of Community Publishers (ACP) is
searching for an Executive Director. If interested,
visit afcp.org or ifpa.com and click on the “Executive
Director Search” link for more details.

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED at Ste-
vens Transport! Earn $1000 per week! Paid CDL
Training! No experience needed! 1-844-452-4121
drivedstevens.com

$500+ Paid Daily The Easy Way. Go To: www.Paid-
DailyGroup.com

Home Improvements

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars,
no slip flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-
home consultation: 888-912-4745

Leafguard is the only one piece gutter system guar-
anteed to never clog, get a jump on Fall and Save
75% on installation and receive $500 for your old
ladder! Call 1-800-216-0539

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call Empire Today to
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 844-220-6034

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off,
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

Update your home with beautiful new blinds &
shades. Free in-home estimates make it convenient
to shop from home. Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA. Free consultation: 877-
212-7578. Ask about our specials!

Janitorial

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON
AREAS CLEANING+ OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING + POWER WASHING - SNOW
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Legal Notice

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to “An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed Business Name in the
conduct or transaction of Business in the State,” as
amended, that a certification was registered by the
undersigned with the County Clerk of Cook County.
Registration Number: 21007201 on June 15, 2021
Under the Assumed Business Name of: Shih Tzu
Enterprise

with the business located at: 2000 W. Addison,
Suite 101, Chicago, IL 60618

The true and real full name(s) and residence ad-
dress of the owner(s)/partner(s) is:

Owner/Partner Full Name: Frank Crescenzi
Complete Address: 3611 N. Seeley, Apt. 2, Chi-
cago, IL 60618, USA

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to “An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed Business Name in the
conduct or transaction of Business in the State,” as
amended, that a certification was registered by the
undersigned with the County Clerk of Cook County.
Registration Number: Y21007106 on June 2, 2021
Under the Assumed Business Name of:
ISABEL MINI BOUTIQUE

with the business located at: 7540 N. Bell Ave., Apt.
3B, Chicago, IL 60645

The true and real full name(s) and residence
address of the owner(s)/partner(s) is:
Owner/Partner Full Name: GABRIELA RAMIREZ
Complete Address: 7540 N. Bell Ave., Apt. 3B,
Chicago, IL 60645, USA

Legal Services

INJURED? If you've been hurt in an accident in Illi-
nois, call for a FREE CASE CONSULTATION. Calls
Answered 24/7 by Staver Accident Injury Lawyers:
1-888-310-8322

NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE referral to an at-
torney! Call the lllinois State Bar Association lllinois
Lawyer Finder The advice you need 877-270-3855
or https://www.isba.org/public/ illincislawyerfinder

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money on diabetic
supplies! Convenient home shipping for monitors,
test strips, insulin pumps, catheters & more! To
learn more, call now! 877-810-0063

Attention: If you or a loved one worked around
the pesticide Roundup (glyphosate) for at least 2
years & has been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin's
lymphoma, you may be entitled to compensation.
855-341-5793

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates,
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares.
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

Miscellaneous

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior
living referral service. Contact our trusted, local
experts today! Our service is FREE/no obligation.
CALL 1-844-722-7993

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social
Security Disability Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323!
FREE Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Asian beauties worldwide! Desire penpals, ro-
mance. Free brochure. Since 1991. Send S.A.S.E:
BOX 4601-NN, Thousand Oaks CA 91362. 805-
492-8040. www.pacisl.com

Attention Active Duty & Military Veterans! Begin a
new career & earn a Degree at CTI! Online Com-
puter & Medical training available for Veterans &
Families! To learn more, call 888-449-1713

Attention: If you or a loved one worked around
the pesticide Roundup (glyphosate) for at least 2
years & has been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin's
lymphoma, you may be entitled to compensation.
855-341-5793

ATTENTION MERCHANTS: Pay Zero Percent
Processing Fees! Eliminate Monthly Merchant
Processing Fees With Cash Discount! Boost Your
Revenue! Find Out How! Call 866-422-7434 Cash-
Discounts.com

Attention all Homeowners in jeopardy of Foreclo-
sure? We can help stop your home from foreclo-
sure. The Foreclosure Defense helpline can help
save your home. The Call is absolutely free. 1-855-
516-6641.

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo
agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask how to bundle & SAVE!
Geo & svc restrictions apply. 1-888-796-8850

AT&T INTERNET Plus DIRECTV Only $89.99/
month! 155+ Channels plus super high speed
Internet! Free NFL Sunday ticket! Free HD DVR
| Stream 1000s of free shows and movies! 877-
541-0009

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18
months! Lifetime warranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts available. Call: 855-
761-1725

Become a Published Author. We want to Read Your
Book! Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by Authors
Since 1920 Book manuscript submissions currently
being reviewed. Comprehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion and Distribution Call
for Your Free Author's Guide 1-877-626-2213

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-home
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today!
1-855-404-2366

Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-909-
9905 18+.

Cash for cars: We buy any condition vehicle, 2002
and newer. Nationwide free pick up! Call now:
1-800-864-5960.

Create a new holiday tradition with The Amazing
Snowman! You can make it snow ANYWHERE,
even indoors! Get your Amazing Snowman TODAY!
www.AmazingSnowman.com promo code SM100
gives you $100 off!

Cross country Moving, Long distance Moving Com-
pany, out of state move $799 Long Distance Mov-
ers. Get Free quote on your Long distance move.
1-844-452-1706

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit!
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

Denied Social Security Disability? Appeal! If you're
50+, filed for SSD and denied, our attorneys can
help get you approved! No money out of pockets!
Call 1-866-376-3163

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may
qualify for a substantial cash award. NO obligation,
NO risk! We've recovered millions. Let us help you!!
Call 24/7, 855-845-8269

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 Channels.
Stream news, live events, sports & on demand
titles. No contract/commitment. 1-866-825-6523

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free Installation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions ap-
ply. Promo Expires 7/21/21.1-833-872-2545

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and
More! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-855-995-2490

FREE CASH That's right WE will send you $5 by
cash app free right now! Text the word “cadnet” to
706-761-1745

GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup
power during power outages, so your home & family
stay safe & comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-yr ex-
tended warranty $695 value! Request a free quote
today! Call for terms & conditions. 1-844-334-8353

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-889-5515

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 Channels &
1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand (w/SELECT
All Included Package.) PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE
Screens Simultaneously at No Addt | Cost. Call DI-
RECTV 1-855-781-1565

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DIRECTV Choice
All-Included Package. $59.99/month for 12 months.
185 Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call
1-855-781-1565 or satellitedealnow.com/cadnet

Get a SMARTPHONE for $0 DOWN* with AT&T
Next® and AT&T Next Every Year; $250 Gift Card
for Switching to AT&T! (*Requires well-qualified
credit. Limits & restrictions apply.) 1-888-545-5093

HARRIS 5 MINUTE BED BUG KILLER! Fast, Effec-
tive Treatment. Available: Hardware Stores, Home
Depot, homedepot.com

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing aid for just $75 down
and $50 per month! Call 800-426-4212 and mention
88272 for a risk free triall FREE SHIPPING!

Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-quality rechargeable
Nano hearing aids priced 90% less than competi-
tors. Nearly invisible! 45-day money back guaran-
tee! 833-669-5806

HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 SECONDS.
Don't wait! Protect your family, your home, your
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a day! Call 866-
409-0308

HughesNet Satellite Internet — Finally, no hard data
limits! Call Today for speeds up to 25mbps as low
as $59.99/mo! $75 gift card, terms apply. 1-844-
863-4478

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help fast
2417 At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with
GPS. Free first aid kit (with subscription.) 877-537-
8817 Free brochure.

LOSE WEIGHT WHILE YOU SLEEP! Scientifi-
cally proven formula. Optimal results. Video intro.
Sleep2Weight.net. SAVE THIS AD!

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in industrial,
construction, manufacturing jobs, or military may be
the cause. Family in the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@breakingin-
jurynews.com. $30 billion is set aside for asbestos
victims with cancer. Valuable settlement monies
may not require filing a lawsuit.

Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat. Meet
singles right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call
NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+.

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get Fresh Start or
Forgiveness Call 1-877-378-1182 Monday through
Friday 7AM-5PM PST

Never pay for covered home repairs again! Com-
plete Care Home Warranty covers all major sys-
tems & appliances. 30-day risk free. $200.00 off + 2
free months! 1-866-395-2490

New authors wanted! Page Publishing will help
self-publish your book. Free author submission kit!
Limited offer! 866-951-7214

NEW DISCOVERY ELIMINATES COMMON SEX-
UAL PROBLEMS! All Natural Male Enhancement
Product Increases Staying Power, Performance, &
Pleasure. Risk FREE 60 Day Guarantee + FREE
SHIPPING 15% Discount with Coupon perform03
Visit: TryProZyte.com

!IOLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER,
MARTIN, Etc. 1930's to 1980's. TOP DOLLAR
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 888-609-2189

Protect your home w/home security monitored by
ADT. Starting at $27.99/mo. Get free equipment
bundle including keypad, motion sensor, wireless
door & windows sensors. 833-719-1073

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer or Mesothe-
lioma? Exposed to Asbestos Pre-1980 at Work or
Navy? You May Be Entitled to a Significant Cash
Award! Smoking History Okay! Call 1-855-591-
0517

SAVE ON YOUR NEXT PRESCRIPTION! World
Health Link. Price Match Guarantee! Prescriptions
Required. CIPA Certified. Over 1500 medications
available. CALL Today For A Free Price Quote.
1-855-530-8993 Call Now!

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, Internet & Voice for
$99.97/mo. Fastest Internet. 100 MB per second
speed. Free Primetime on Demand. Unlimited
Voice. NO CONTRACTS. Call 1-855-652-9304 or
visit http:/Aripleplaytoday.com/national

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off,
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198 or
visit www.walkintubquote.com/news

“*STOP STRUGGLING ON THE STAIRS™ Give
your life a lift with an ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now
for $250 OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE DVD
& brochure! 1-866-471-1334

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage
system. Save money, reduce reliance on grid,
prepare for outages & power your home. Full instal-
lation services. $0 down financing option. Request
free no obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785

Thinking about installing a new shower? American
Standard makes it easy. Free design consult.1-888
-674-3005 today to see how to save $1,000 on in-
stallation or visit www.newshowerdeal.com/display

Two great new offers from AT&T Wireless! Ask how
to get the Next Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T’s Buy one, Give
One. While supplies last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or
www.freephonesnow.com//cadnet

Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a
Generac home standby
generator

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-334-8353

FR E E A $695 Value!

Limited Time Offer - Call for Details

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

7-Year Extended Warranty*

GENERAC
————

-

ponemag

i
Ly

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer.
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

LEAF FILTE

Leaf@Filter

@ CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, M
for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #1078:
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CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

1-855-995-2490

1 5 % % %
OFF OFF OFF
YOUR ENTIRE SENIOR & MILITARY TO THE FIRST
PURCHASE DISCOUNTS 50 CALLERS!™

| Promo Number: 285

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. *Offer valid at time of estimate only 2The leading
er reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally
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'C6475 Registration# IR731804 Registrations# 13VH09953900° Registra-
icense#t 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 0086990 Registration#

PAINTING

DADRASS
PAINTING

KITCHEN & BATH
REMODELING

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

* FREE ESTIMATES
847-749-8227

847-291-9091
DADRASSPAINTING@YAH00.COM

Miscellaneous, ¢

Update your home with beautiful new blinds &
shades. Free in-home estimates make it convenient
to shop from home. Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA. Free consultation: 877-
212-7578. Ask about our specials!

Use RoundUp Weedkiller? Non-Hodgkin’s Lym-
phoma, Multiple Myeloma, and Leukemia may
result from RoundUp exposure. A recent $2 billion
judgment was awarded in a RoundUp injury case.
Call 1-619-493-4791 or email RoundUp@break-
inginjurynews.com and let us begin work on your
RoundUp case today.

Viagra - premium generic Viagra (100mg) or Cialis
(20mg) 100 tablets for $109 Asthma inhalers as
low as $13 per inhaler free shipping Satisfaction
guaranteed. (888)424-4908 or visit: www. USAS-
tayHealthy.com

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancel-
lation Experts Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free info package &
learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free con-
sultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 844-
909-3339

Motorcycles

TOP CASH PAID! FOR OLD MOTORCYCLES!
1900-1980 Dead or Alive 888-800-1932 or 920-
371-0494

Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage at 1200 W. 35th
St, 773-247-3000, is opening lockers:
3D3360 (Rotunda, Ravenna), 3C3272 (Mandile,
Danielle),  4C4259  (Velazquez,  Richard)
for public sale of miscellaneous items. This
sale is to be held on Thursday, June 30, 2021

at 2:00 pm. Cash only.

Real Estate For Sale

AFFORDABLE HOME SOLUTIONS! Foreclosures,
Rent to Own, Short sales and more! Call Toll Free
844-275-0948

TENNESSEE LAKEFRONT ~ $34,900 BANK
ORDERED SALE MASSIVE LAKE Dockable acre-
age on Kentucky Lake. Way under market value.
RV ready. 888-386-9446 https://tnlandings.com/Of-
fered by Waters Edge Properties Inc - Broker

Real Estate Taxes

REAL ESTATE TAX REDUCTIONS

Your property assessment has been increased
which will raise your property taxes. We have 50-
years of expertise in reducing these assessments.
REDUCING TAXES = SAVES YOU MONEY

Call us today for a FREE analysis of your new
assessment. 773-941-4949 or visit
www.ashtaxsolutions.com

Recycling

Interested in helping the environment, those less
fortunate? Recycle Plus, operating since 1990,
offers recycling service as well as: Used plastic
buckets (food grade) various sizes & shapes, card-
board boxes, old lumber, furniture, reusable shop-
ping bags made in Chicago from repurposed fabric.
Contact Recycle Plus Inc Gary Zuckerman
773-761-5937 or 773-858-1210 Email:
recycle_plus_chicago@yahoo.com

21

Ximena

Alban

Real Estate Broker

7300 N. Western
Chicago IL 60645
xralban@gmail.com
www.C21Universal.com
Direct: 773 416-9568
Fax: 773 465-5068

“Es un honor servir
a la comunidad Latinx de Chicago”

TOOL LIQUIDATION

. TOOL
| LIQUIDATION

* Welder Generator

* Drain Rodder

* Ridgid Threading Machine
* Tank Torch Set

Cutting Torch Tank Set

* Ridgid Plumbing Tools

773-818-0808
I 101supplyok@gmail.com I

| RECYCLED * CHEAP |

Training/Education

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL
AlM 800-481-8312

Wanted To Buy

FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders and
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. Certi-
fied Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit Refrig-
erantFinders.com

OLD SLOT MACHINES WANTED BY COLLECTOR.
ALSO BUYING OLD JUKEBOXES, 10 CENT COKE
MACHINES AND SMALL ANTIQUE SAFES. | PAY
CASH AND PICK UP. 314-707-0184.

Paying Cash For Comics! Top national comic buyer
will be in your area, paying cash for vintage comics
(1970 & earlier). Call Will: 866-461-0640

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas
interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver,
CO 80201

There are

two Kkinds of people,
those who do the work
and those

who take the credit.

Try to be
in the first group;
there is less
competition there.

— Indira Gandhi
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Small repairs
for seniors offered

Northside Community Resources
[NCR], 1530 W. Morse Ave., is offering
small accessibility repairs for seniors
[SARFS] to help people live indepen-
dently and remain in their communi-
ties by providing essential safety mod-
ifications and repairs to their homes.

The SARFS program provides safe-
ty, security, and accessibility improve-
ments and repairs that may include
grab bars, lever faucets, door repairs,
floor repairs, bathroom repairs, kitch-
en repairs, and carbon monoxide de-
tectors.

Over half of adults age 70-plus take
serious falls in their homes, but many of
those falls can be avoided through pre-
ventive measures. Residents may live
in single-family homes, townhomes,
condominiums or even apartments to
qualify for SARFS. Specific eligibility
requirements apply with regard to in-
come, personal assets, ownership and
property configuration. Licensed and
bonded contractors and workers super-
vise and perform all work.

Currently, the NCR SARFS pro-
gram serves Chicago wards 39, 40,
46, 47, 48, 49 and 50. The program is
funded by the City of Chicago’s Dept.
of Planning and Development through
the US Dept. of Housing’s Community
Development Block Grant.

For more information contact Violet
Espinoza at 773-338-7722 ext. 21, or
write to violet@northsidecr.com for
more information.

T

Over 42” Any-Day General Admission :

Save $10 per Any Day Qver 42" ad migsion (limit 5). Purchase online anly
at RagingWaves.com using the promo code INSIDE21. I
Certain restrictions may apply. Offer expires 6/30/21, Tickets valid through 8/6/2021.

NEWS-STAR

New high-rise

at 3660 N. Lake Shore Dr. one step closer to reality

Lakeview appears to be set
for adding another high-rise to
Lake Shore Dr. on the North
Lakefront.

During a virtual meeting
June 17, the 46th Ward Zoning
and Development Committee
met with members of the com-
munity and approved a zoning
change for City Club Apart-
ments [CCA]. That sets in mo-
tion allowing construction of a
new residential rental / mixed-
use complex for 3636 N. Lake
Shore Dr., at the corner of Lake
Shore Dr. and Waveland Ave.

The final committee vote
was 25 in favor, two against,
and five abstentions.

The developer had been
meeting with nearby residents
since mid-2019 to sell their

The 46th Ward Zoning and evelpment Comittee met and approved
a zoning change for City Club Apartments, 3636 N. Lake Shore Dr., that
will be built at the corner of Lake Shore Dr. and Waveland Ave.

restaurant space is planned for
the corner of Lake Shore Dr.
and Waveland.

Development of this prime
two-acre lot in front of The
New York Private Residences
has been sought for decades.

The developer of the New
York, Louis Silverman, envi-
sioned a twin to the 47-story
original building on the site,
along with 46 townhomes and
a 50,000 square foot retail
and recreational complex. He
planned for construction of
the 600-unit building to begin
in 1990. Since then a series of
developers have proposed proj-
ects for the site that never came
to fruition.

The new building would
offer a mix of sizes divided

proposal and get the needed
zoning change.

The site is directly adjacent to The New
York Private Residences, 3660 N. Lake
Shore Dr., and CCA plans to put up a mod-
ern glass and steel structure adjacent to the
brick-high rise next door.

The planned complex would include two
residential buildings connected by a one-
story building. The building to the south is
planned to be six stories tall, with 147 units.
The one to the north is planned to be 19-
stories and 228’-tall, with 187 units. Some
170 underground parking spaces would be
included.

The plan calls for reconfiguring the
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current driveway for use by both this new
building and the 3660 building.

Four townhomes would be built into the
taller building, facing Waveland Ave., en-
compassing the first and second floors. A

among studios, and one-, two-,
and three-bedroom units.

Next CCA must obtain the approval of
the Chicago Plan Commission, Committee
on Zoning, and City Council before ground
can be broken.

ROGUE fromp. 1

ed choosing to go with his personal opin-
ion, which was the opposite of the NHBA
Board’s position.

After hearing of Alen’s rogue vote, the
NHBA board held an emergency meeting
and drafted a letter requesting its vote be
changed, and the record amended to reflect
the organization’s intention to vote “yes”
on the project.

If Ald. Cappleman follows up by approv-

ing the project based on the new vote in
favor, it likely means the project goes for-
ward, despite protests and backlash from
area neighbors over how the process of
community involvement was handled.

Allowing the building to go forward
would have also included Lincoln Property
Co. satisfying its affordability tax require-
ment with a $3.1 million payment to Sar-
ah’s Circle so they could build their own
housing facility in Uptown.

PROPERTY fromp. 1

square footage and are assessed at $17-18
in rent per square foot with 5% market va-
cancy. Estimated market values are $75-
$120 per square foot.

Reports from the International Assoc. of
Assessing Officers stated that commercial
properties in Chicago were underassessed
in 2018, which may have shifted some of
the property tax burden from commercial
properties to residential properties. The
2021 reassessments reflect current market
data and commercial property’s share of
the market.

Property owners in Rogers Park Town-
ship can access all residential and com-
mercial reports—including multi-family
assessments, detailed studies of residential
assessment quality, and commercial data
sources and methodology—at http://cook-
countyassessor.com/rogers-park-2021

Property assessments are used to appor-
tion taxing district levies which pay for ser-
vices such as schools, parks, libraries, and
pensions. The Assessor does not set levies
or tax rates. Also, increases in assessments
do not necessarily increase the revenue re-
ceived by taxing districts.

An increase in a property’s assessment
does not lead to the same increase in an
individual property’s tax bill. A property’s
share of taxes depends on reassessments
throughout all of Chicago.

If the growth in assessed values else-
where in Chicago outpaces the growth of
an individual property’s assessment, that
individual property’s share of property
taxes could shrink despite its increase in
property value. In 2018, properties in Rog-
ers Park made up 2% of Chicago’s total as-
sessed value.

The 2021 assessments will affect the
second installment property tax bill issued
in late 2022.

Office re-opens
for in-person appointments

Earlier this month the Cook County As-
sessor's Office resumed in-person visits
by the public to its downtown and branch
offices, in accordance with Cook County’s
reopening plan.

All in-person visits are by appointment
only and will require a mask, physical dis-
tancing, and a health screening. These re-
quirements apply to the downtown loca-
tion as well as all branch offices.

“With reductions to Chicago’s COVID
numbers, we're able to resume in-person
access to our office while keeping both
staff and the public safe, said Assessor
Fritz Kaegi. “During the entirety of the
pandemic our office has continued to
function remotely and offer exemplary
customer service virtually and over the
phone. Property owners should know
they can continue to apply for many of
our services online.”

To schedule an appointment vis-
it www.cookcountyassessor.com/appt, or
call 312-443-7550.

To send a message visit www.cook-
countyassessor.com/contact, or attend a
workshop visit www.cookcountyassessor.
com/event-list.

Appealing property assessments

If the property characteristics listed on
an assessment notice are incorrect, or if the
estimated market value of a property is sig-
nificantly more than what it could sell for
in the current real estate market, property
owners should file an appeal.

Property owners are encouraged to use
the Assessor’s Office’s new online system
to file their appeals.

Appeals for Rogers Park can be filed un-
til July 13. More information on filing ap-
peals can be found at cookcountyassessor.
com/appeals.





