Every great film should seem new
every time you see it.

VOL. 121, NO. 26

— Roger Ebert

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE FOR ONLY $20 A YEAR! VISIT INSIDEONLINE.COM FOR DETAILS

NEWS-STAR

ANINSIDE PUBLICATIONS NEWSPAPER

NEWS OF ROGERS PARK, EDGEWATER, UPTOWN & ANDERSONVILLE

FREE

JUNE 25 - JULY 1, 2025

insideonline.com

Winners of Artist of the Wall
announced

The Loyola Park Advisory
Council has announced the win-
ners of their annual Artists of the
Wall competition.

And this year’s Adult Division
winners are: 1st place Shelby For-
syth, 2nd place Shayla Sotelo, and
in 3rd place Erik Jusino.

In the Teen Division the winner
is Aurora Christensen; 2nd goes

to Isaac and Kate Danielson, and
third place was taken by Maude
Hovey Bradshaw.

In the Junior Division, 1st went
to Iris Puerto and Karla Kate;
2nd place Louise Lindberg and
Virginia Jung, and third place
is Jonah Cooper, Zora Liu-Green,
and Gregory Linington.

Werner building wins tax credits,
constructlon set for 2026

The Werner development at
Howard and Paulina, a mixed-use
housing development proposed
for Rogers Park, has been award-
ed Low-Income Housing Tax
Credits by the Illinois Housing
Development Authority. These
tax credits, once they’re auctioned
off to wealthy investors, allowing
them to pay less in income taxes,
will enable the construction of 80
affordable, family-sized, apart-
ments steps from the Howard Red
Line CTA station.

The former Werner Brothers
Storage Warehouse at 7613 N.
Paulina St., was caught in a tug of
war between housing advocates,
developers and preservationists.

Designed by George S. King-
sley and completed in 1921, the
building is a fine example of this
era, fitted with intricate, mono-
chromatic terra cotta and bring-
ing visual beauty to a typically
unexceptional building type.

In 2022, plans were announced
to demolish the building to build
an affordable, transit-oriented
residential development, of simi-
lar size and height to the existing
building. Preservation Chicago
fought those plans believing that
both affordable housing and his-

Developed by Housing For All, LLC and V|S|onary Ventures, the Werner
Storage project spans two sites at 7603—-7619 N. Paulina and 1646—1660

W. Howard St.

toric preservation can be achieved
at this site.

This shift in American archi-
tectural taste explains the Span-
ish Baroque Revival splendor
of the building. The building’s
ground floor windows are framed
by white terra cotta archways and,
in the center, stands a complex
doorframe replete with green ter-
ra cotta faces, shields, and urns.
Highly-decorative spiraled col-
umns carry the eyes upward from
the ground floor to an elaborate
cornice and ornamented window
surrounds.

Viewed from the street, the
building’s exuberant facade is sur-
prising for a storage warehouse.

Developed by Housing For All,
LLC and Visionary Ventures, the
project spans two sites at 7603—
7619 N. Paulina and 1646-1660
W. Howard. All units will be re-
served for households earning be-
tween 30% and 80% of the Area
Median Income. Additionally,
10% of the units will be fully ac-
cessible, with another 20% easily
adaptable to be fully accessible.

WERNER see p. 12

100 students in a school meant for 1,000:
Inside Chicago’s refusal to deal with its nearly empty schools

BY MILA KOUMPILOVA
AND JENNIFER SMITH
RICHARDS

Chalkbeat Chicago and
ProPublica

[As half of a homeowners’
property taxes go to support
Chicago Public Schools, we felt
it was important for North Side
residents to see through this sto-
ry, how their tax money is being
spent to support, and keep open,
failed, deteriorating and mostly
empty school buildings on the
South and West Sides.]

More than 4,000 students once
crowded DuSable High School,
then an all-Black academic pow-
erhouse on the South Side. Its
three-story Art Deco building
drew students with a full lineup
of honors classes, a nationally
known music program, and stand-
out sports teams.

Nat King Cole played the piano
in his classroom as a DuSable
student. Harold Washington, Chi-
cago’s first Black mayor, studied
there. On Friday nights, teenag-
ers zipped through its hallways
on roller skates and danced in the

gymnasium.
But at the turn of the millen-
nium, enrollment plunged as

Chicago closed a massive public
housing complex nearby and a
growing number of Black fami-
lies left the city. Amid a national
infatuation with smaller high

schools 20 years ago, Chicago
Public Schools [CPS] conducted
a grant-funded experiment to
chop DuSable into three separate
schools sharing a campus. What
remains today, after that grant
money ran out, is an enormous
building and, inside, two tiny
schools clinging to life.

One has about 115 students and
claims the north corridors. The
other, with only 70 students, takes
the south wings. The inoperable
pool is off-limits.

Hundreds of unneeded hallway
lockers hide behind decorative
paper and student posters of Pak-
istani activist Malala Yousafzai,
Supreme Court Justice Sonia
Sotomayor, and former first lady
Michelle Obama, whose father at-
tended in the 1950s.

The two little high schools in
Bronzeville share the same en-
trance and sports teams, but other
things are doubled: two main of-
fices, two principals, two assistant
principals, two school counselors.
Even though there’s one teacher
for roughly every five students,
the course offerings are limited.

CPS operates more than 500
schools and spends about $18,700
per student to run buildings that
it considers well-utilized. At the
DuSable schools, the cost is clos-
er to $50,000 a student.

The DuSable schools are em-
blematic of an unyielding predic-
ament facing the district. Enroll-
ment has shrunk. Three of every

Unused student lockers are used to hang inspirational posters in a school
built for a thousand students, which today serves less than 100. Chicago’s
public officials have chosen not to confront the city’s growing problem of
schools that are mostly vacant of students, yet that are costing taxpayers
hundreds of millions of dollars to staff and maintain.

10 of its schools sit at least half-
empty, and they are costly to run.

More critically, there are 47
schools, including those inside
DuSable, operating at less than
one-third capacity, by the district’s
measure. That’s almost twice as
many severely under-enrolled
buildings as Chicago had in 2013,
when it carried out the largest
mass school closings in the coun-
try’s history. The most extreme
example is Frederick Douglass
Academy High School, which has
28 students this year and a per-
student cost of $93,000.

Many of those schools are in
historic buildings that need mil-
lions of dollars in repairs.

The costs are not only finan-
cial. Students in the city’s small-

est schools have fewer courses
to choose from and often miss
out on clubs, extracurricular ac-
tivities, and sports. Chicago’s
under-enrolled high schools are
more likely to have lower gradua-
tion and college enrollment rates.
They tend to struggle with chronic
truancy and higher dropout rates,
our analysis found.

But officials in Chicago have
chosen not to confront the prob-
lem of the city’s tiny schools. The
teachers union and Mayor Bran-
don Johnson, who used to be an
organizer and legislative liaison
for the union, are quick to shut
down discussion of downsizing.
Widespread anger over the 2013
closures helped fuel the union’s
rise to political power over the

past decade; the union has also
wielded the radioactive closure
issue to undermine opponents,
notably outgoing district CEO
Pedro Martinez.

Union leaders, many commu-
nity activists, and some research-
ers say closures disrupt displaced
students’ learning and harm the
city’s predominantly Black and
Latino neighborhoods, which
were disproportionately affected
by that earlier wave of closures.
They argue the district needs to
do much more to try revitalizing
these campuses before it consid-
ers shuttering or merging them.

Helping to delay a reckoning:
Since 2013, the district has oper-
ated under a series of moratori-
ums on closing schools, including
one state lawmakers enacted with
strong support from the teachers
union. And a statewide school
finance overhaul under former
Republican Gov. Bruce Rauner
increases or at least holds funding
steady for districts even if enroll-
ment declines.

Chicago has too many schools
for the number of students it
serves today, Martinez said in
a recent interview. The district
is spending too much on aging
buildings, and it’s not providing
a rich experience for students in
many of its tiny schools, he said,
adding: “They’re not having joy
in that environment.”

SCHOOLS see p. 9
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Another “King” is popping up in Chicago

By Thomas J. O’'Gorman

While hightailing it to Greek
Town for a Greek Islands dinner
in the middle of June, I passed the
service area along the Kennedy
Expy. near Ohio St.

What I saw was amazing. A
large collection of orange service
vehicles jammed into the service
area. All officially Chicago prop-
erty. Hefty, heavy-duty machines.
The mayor’s official “tank corps.”
His Normandy landing of equip-
ment. All it needed was Gen.
Eisenhower.

Mayor Brandon Johnson was
a self-appointed five-star general
for the day. Taking a hint from
‘King” Trump. The tanks had an
“out of season” battle plan, I'm
told, armed to the teeth with anti-
personnel devices. Hefty front-
end plows, protective shields. And
robust muscular Street and Sani-
tation drivers who could pick up a
quarter with their attachments.

They looked ready for Gaza,
Iran or Ukraine. Not Michigan
Ave. or State St.

Since there hadn’t been any
“blizzard warnings” on that sun-
ny summer day, I suspected that
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the “tanks” were in place should
they need to be called into action
by the King... er, I mean mayor.
For crowd dispersal and riot con-
trol. It was, of course, Saturday,
June 14, the afternoon of the “No
Kings March” downtown. Mayor
Johnson, armed with his “tank
troops,” appeared to be on the
side of the Kings.

He doesn’t have the chutzpah of
California Gov. Gavin Newsom.

But by late afternoon, there
was no emergency. The nearly
100,000 Chicago marchers had
not rioted, looted, burned or dam-
aged Chicago’s peace and quiet.
Mayor Johnson had no reason to
activate his battle plan. Marchers
merely exercised their Consti-
tutional rights. Along Johnson’s
economically depressed, shop-
less zones of places like Michi-
gan Ave. or State St. Shuttered
shops, brown-papered windows
empty of merchandise. Plenty of
plywood and no customers. Block
after block. On display for all the
world to see. Chicago’s tragic
private urban economic Marxist
Utopia, a “Johnson-Depression.”

Daley Plaza brimmed with
articulate local voters. An “anti-
Trump avalanche” of political
activists. I caught sight of many
of them as I passed by after ex-
iting the Kennedy. The streets
filled with returning marchers
drifting back into West Town
and Greek Town after the march.
Some small groups of “No King”
marchers were making their way
to “Opa” dinners with Saganaki.
They were well-deported and
comfortably well-dressed.

The portrayers of fear and ter-
ror were, of course, wrong. Angry
Americans did march by the tens
of thousands. Streets filled cheek
to jowl in a vast sea of protest. But
Chicago isn’t L.A. and President
Trump smartly didn’t send the
Marines here to create a battle
zone.

Chicagoans proved to be peace-
able people, who know when the
nation’s safety and honor have
been dangerously compromised
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by the antics and mayhem in-
vented by President Trump, and
Mayor “Tank Corps” Johnson.

Just think of all the misguided
leadership of Mayor Johnson
since he came to office. One
wonders just who in his admin-
istration was responsible for the
panicked collection of snow plow
trucks hibernating along the Ken-
nedy Expy.

Who convinced “Snow Plow”
Johnson that things were worse
than they seemed? That Chicago-
ans were not to be trusted. If the
plows were part of a larger plan
for safeguarding our downtown
streets, I am startled the mayoral
team was even organized enough
to have actually laid out a fleet of
massive machines to keep the an-
gry population in check.

Forward thinking has never
been a strong suit for city endeav-
ors under Mayor Johnson.

Perhaps it was the thought that
there is actually a Trump land-
mark, the Trump Tower, sitting
near the Chicago River ripe for
the picking. The swelling crowds
could easily have earmarked the
hotel for attack and comeup-
pance.

But nothing like that took
place. Even though photographs
of ICE minions in full battle gear
standing on Rush St. in front of
Gibson’s Steakhouse presented
the truer meaning of the march in
all its fearsome horror.

It was a rough day for coping in
Chicago. An incredibly crowded
and busy social weekend. It was
also the Puerto Rican Day Parade
weekend.

Just the previous day while
making my way to Tufano’s on
Racine, near Taylor St., I saw the
United Center’s parking lot filled
with uniformed police, assem-
bling in huge numbers for a strat-
egy session with battle plans for
the details and control of Puerto
Rican Day celebrations in nearby
Humboldt Park.

I think the police tents had
some BBQ ribs going on too.

That Saturday also saw crowds
assembled in large numbers for
Taste of Randolph Street. A tasty
layout of vittles along the street
bursting with many delicious,
popular eateries. Far less volatile.
Just hungry yuppies and debu-

tantes. More the need for police
protective policing.

Johnson’s snow plows would
have created mayhem there.

And who could have predicted
the crowd of papal folk assem-
bling that day at a ball park in
Bridgeport? That’s where Jerry
Reinsdorf and Cardinal Blase
Cupich had a colossal gathering
for the White Sox’s biggest fan,
Pope Leo XIV. The Pope would
be speaking to Chicago youth, di-
rectly. Opening up to them from
the heart in his Chicago accent.
His White Sox baseball hat not far
away. All sorts of Pope-centered
activities unfolded, from the Ro-
sary to biographical videos about
the South Side Pontiff.

This was more a Swiss Guard
event than a CPD moon landing.

While the Chicago population
on that weekend reached record
levels of movement and motion,
political determination and presi-
dential rejection, the level-headed
Chicago marchers were filled
with reason and purpose. No or-
ange plow trucks needed to be
sent skirmishing anywhere.

But  “Snow-plow”  Johnson
licked his lips after picking up
the taste for “snow-plow” rule. He
could have used that perk when
the Democratic National Conven-
tion was here. Imagine that vast
army of orange sweeping across
the zip codes if local street traf-
fic wasn’t already clogged with
rogue bike enthusiasts and nar-
rower street lanes for privileged
bike paths.

Hey, Chicago street matchers,
don’t go away. I think we still
need you. Another “King” might
be popping up.

SOLD OUT: The Papal Mass
sold out at Comiskey. There was
a crowd at Rate Field, nee Comis-
key,long a mystical dream for life-
long fans, especially the Bridge-
port crowd. Hard to imagine what
Ald. John Comiskey and his
descendants might say. Or Mayor
Richard J. Daley, the first. Or
that colorful long line of long suf-
fering Sox loyalists. We can see
its transforming power on Jerry
Reinsdorf who most likely can’t
begin to understand the great ex-
plosion of luck and blessings that
came the White Sox way when

AR AND GRILL
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Pope Leo XIV

Pope Leo XIV was elected to the
papacy. A life long Sox Fan. Like
Sen. Dick Durbin, who was front
and center. And Rev. Jesse Jack-
son was there, too, another South
Sider, looking healthier and de-
lighted to be there.

Perhaps Mr. Reinsdorf might
consider a name change to “Leo
X1V Field.” T fully expect to see
many mystical baseball moves this
season. This should be a season to
remember, even bolder than that
pennant win back in 1959 when
Fire Commissioner Bob Quinn
set off all the air raid sirens when
the Sox won.

Gus C. Mantas

PAX TIBI: The death of Chi-
cago’s beloved Gus C. Mantas, a
treasured member of the Gene &
Georgetti family for over four de-
cades, is heart-breaking. Gus was
not only a bartender — he was a
cornerstone of Gene & Georget-

“KING” see p. 2
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Sister Rosemary Connelly dead at 94

Lead Angel Guardian Orphanage, Misericordia serving
children and adults with developmental disabilities

Chicago lost one of its fore-
most heroes of charity with the
death of Sister Rosemary Con-
nelly, best known for developing
Misericordia in the West Ridge
neighborhood. Connelly turned
Misericordia into one of the pre-
mier facilities for people with in-
tellectual and developmental dis-
abilities in the nation during her
50-plus years at the helm.

Born Feb. 23, 1931, in Chicago,
she passed away peacefully at
home at Misericordia Heart of
Mercy.

She grew up in a family rooted
in deep faith and service, which
led her to join the Sisters of Mercy
when she was just 18 years old.

As a child, Connelly attended
Chicago parochial schools and
taught in several Archdiocesan
schools while continuing her stud-
ies. Connelly was awarded the
University of Notre Dame’s 2023
Laetare Medal, considered the
oldest and most prestigious honor
given to an American Catholic.
She also received numerous hon-
orary degrees, awards and honors
throughout her life.

As a Sister of Mercy, Connel-
ly found religious life a source
of support and challenge as she
lived the motto she chose to have
inscribed in her profession ring:
“Love Serves Joyfully,” concepts
that drove an ever-widening un-
derstanding of community were
the roots of her work as a teacher,
social worker, and then — for 56
years — administrator of Miseri-
cordia Heart of Mercy.

Connelly credited the Sisters of
Mercy for providing the educa-
tion that shaped her work and for
her sisters’ steady love and active
support as Misericordia grew and
found ever-expanding and cre-
ative ways to respect the dignity
of each resident and foster lives
worth living.

In 1969, when Connelly was ap-
pointed to the role of administra-
tor at Misericordia Heart of Mer-
cy on Chicago’s South Side, there
were no services for children with
disabilities. So she started a vari-

Sister Rosemary Connelly was a visionary who devoted her life to the
community that has become the Misericordia of today.

ety of programs designed to help
the children achieve the highest
level of independence possible.

In 1976, Connelly, 39 children
and 35 dedicated staff members
moved to the former site of Angel
Guardian Orphanage on the North
Side of Chicago at 6300 N. Ridge.
Today, Misericordia serves more
than 600 children and adults with
intellectual and developmental
disabilities.

For more than 50 years, Con-
nelly guided Misericordia through
enormous growth, touching and
ultimately changing the lives of
thousands of children, families
and supporters in the process.

She was a visionary who de-
voted her life to the community
that has become the Misericordia
of today, creating an environment
that provides a full continuum of
care and life-enriching programs
for individuals from diverse ra-
cial, religious and socioeconomic
backgrounds with a wide range of
abilities.

She was instrumental in devel-
oping a compassionate and holis-
tic approach to caring for people
with intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities and set the
tone for Misericordia, believing
in the potential of each and every
individual and in their right to life
and one worth living.

What she stated is now con-
sidered a benchmark in com-
passionate care for individuals

with disabilities, offering a wide
range of vocational training and
educational, social, recreational,
medical and therapy opportuni-

Sister Rosemary
Connelly was instrumen-
tal in developing a
compassionate and
holistic approach to
caring for people with
intellectual and
developmental
disabilities and set

the tone for Misericordia

ties. She oversaw a far-reaching
program that has become one of
the nation’s leading communities
for children and adults with intel-
lectual and developmental dis-
abilities and includes not only its
600 residents of Misericordia, but
also an Outreach Program, 1,200
employees and thousands of vol-
unteers both on- and off-campus.

Always  humble, Connelly
credited her great staff and the
residents themselves for mak-
ing Misericordia an extraordi-
nary place, providing exceptional
programs for those who need its
services, giving peace of mind to
families and sharing its mission
with supporters across the coun-
try.

Services were held June 23 and
24.
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Black Ensemble Theater
expansion may get
$5M in TIF funding support

The Black Ensemble The-
ater would add a 150-seat studio
theater and rehearsal room to
its Uptown performance com-
plex through $2.4 million in Tax
Increment Financing [TIF] sup-
port proposed to City Council
June 18.

The $5 million project at 4450
N. Clark St. would enable the
nearly 50-year-old  nonprofit

organization to increase its small
theater productions from four to
eight annually. The improvements
would replace vacant second-
floor space.

Black Ensemble Theater has
operated in Uptown since 1976.
The organization opened its
current location in 2011 with
support from a City TIF grant.
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The seemingly endless construction of
the CTA’s Red/Purple Line Modernization
Project is finally reaching completion of its
current phase. After years of major disrup-
tion, the Edgewater community is looking
forward to a return to normalcy.

In Edgewater, the most significant dis-
ruption has occurred in the area between
Bryn Mawr and Hollywood, including the
Bryn Mawr National Historic District.
Over the past several years, CTA has used
three different sites in this area to stage
construction. As a result of the construc-
tion activity, the number of retail custom-
ers has greatly declined, many restaurants
and stores have closed, and others are
struggling to survive.

This is Edgewater’s historic downtown,
and it needs help.

With the CTA finishing construction,
we have a unique opportunity to rebuild
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Where’s the Master Plan for Bryn Mawr redevelopment?

our city center. We should build a multi-
purpose mixed-use development extending

ning effort to rebuild Edgewater’s down-
town, Ald. Manaa-Hoppenworth [48th] is

from Bryn Mawr to
Hollywood, from
the new El tracks

spending her time
promoting an un-
popular and poorly

to Broadway. The

southern end of the development should
be designed to preserve, enhance, and
strengthen the heritage buildings that con-
tribute to the Bryn Mawr National Historic
District.

The east side, including the land under
the El, should integrate with the new Bryn
Mawr station.

The Broadway facing portion of the site
can provide commercial destination servic-
es and activities (such as a state-of-the-art
multiplex movie theatre or entertainment
center) combined with hundreds of units of
mixed-income housing.

This is a concept that could excite and
coalesce the Edgewater community. Hav-
ing access to such a large piece of land in
such an ideal location is a once-in-a-gener-
ation opportunity. But it requires political
leadership to develop and implement this
vision.

“Make no little plans. They have no
magic to stir men’s blood,” said Daniel
Burnham. Incredibly, there is no master
plan driving the Bryn Mawr/Hollywood
redevelopment.

Instead of leading a comprehensive plan-
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conceived, blanket
upzoning of all of Broadway, an idea that
threatens the affordability and viability of
scores of longtime businesses.

Rather than pursuing a comprehensive,
unified vision for Bryn Mawr/Hollywood/
Broadway, it now looks like the CTA and/
or the City will issue three independent
Requests for Proposals for the three pub-
licly owned sites that will be available.
Supposedly, Mayor Johnson’s concept
of Green Social Housing will be utilized
on at least one of the sites. (It should be
noted that Green Social Housing is primar-
ily a financing mechanism for a particular
building; it is not a redevelopment plan.)

Whatever the outcome of this disjointed,
small-thinking approach, it will be less
than what could have been achieved with
a unified vision for the redevelopment of
Edgewater’s downtown —a squandered op-
portunity.

At this time, the City and CTA should
not issue RFPs for the redevelopment of
the three individual sites. Instead, the City
and Manaa-Hoppenworth should accept
the challenge of this unique opportunity
and should lead a community process to
create a master plan for the redevelopment
of our Bryn Mawr/Hollywood/Broadway
community center.

Jack Markowski
Edgewater Resident
Former Commissioner,
Chicago Dept. of Housing

Tax incentive approved,
$19.4M tax break for Harris Bank

The former Harris Trust & Savings Bank
complex at 111 W. Monroe St. in the Loop
was designated as an official Chicago land-
mark by City Council on June 18.

Comprised of a Classical Revival build-
ing constructed in 1911 and a modern east
tower added in 1960 and designed by ar-
chitect Walter Netsch, the complex reflects
the Loop’s growth as a financial center
during the 20th century.

The Home Front
by Don DeBat
will return

The landmark designation protects all
exterior elevations of the property, as well
as the bas relief bronze lion sculptures on
the facade of the 1911 building.

In conjunction with the designation,
City Council also approved a Cook Coun-
ty Class L property tax incentive for the
building valued at $19.4 million over the
next 12 years.

City Council previously approved a
planned $179.2 million adaptive reuse
project for 111 W. Monroe that will convert
315,000 square feet of office space as 345
mixed-income residences, part of a City
initiative to repurpose underutilized high-
rises on the LaSalle corridor.
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ROSEHILL CEMETERY TOUR

wiTH CHUCK BETZOLD
SUNDAY, JUNE 29 AT 1 PM.

Chicago has some of the most fascinating burial grounds in the world. Join lifelong
Chicagoan Chuck Betzold for a leisure walk through one of them —historic Rosehill
Cemetery. Rosehill is the largest cemetery in the city and is home
to many of Chicago’s most influential citizens.

We'll pause along our tour route to learn about the heroes,
villains, victims and legends that rest amongst the monuments and
greenery that abound. Wear comfy shoes and bring a water bottle.
Enter the cemetery through the ornate gatehouse entrance at
5800 N. Ravenswood.

There is limited parking once inside, just north of the office near
the coffin elevator tower. That’s right. In the old days, some of
the dearly departed took one last elevator ride before their burial.
You'll find out more about that on the tour. That should pique your interest.

Chuck Betzold

RLVHA is a 5013C organization Suggested Donation $20.00
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The getaway that’s not far away!
Less than 3 hours from Chicago

Decades of * k % Kk k TeViews

The First in the Country Murder Mystery Mansion

* Weddings & Romantic Getaways * Award Winning Dining
* Costumed Dressed for Dinner Packages: Titanic, 1893 Paris, Gatsby
* Golf, Spa & Winter Skiing * Luxury Jacuzzi Suites
* Full Gourmet Breakfast & Chocolates Included

3 Bedroom Luxury 2,000 Sq ft Apartment located at
Field of Chocolate Dreams www.FieldofChocolateDreams.com

e
EI [=] ‘Montrest.com 563-872-4220
300 Spring Street, Bellevue, Towa 52031




SENECA PARK\ELI M.
SCHULMAN PLAYGROUND T Micoifccn Mie
SUMMER EVENTS

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS JUNE 25 - JULY 1, 2025 ¢ 5

LAKE SHORE PARK

The Parks of

and Streeterville

SUMMER MOVIE & MUSIC

FESTIVAL

PRESENTED BY SENECA PARK AND LAKE SHORE PARK ADVISORY COUNCILS

Fun & Free Events for the Whole Family!
SENECA PARK \ ELI M. SCHULMAN

i SOAR
SOAR Farmers Market

Rain or shine, shop fresh produce, flowers, baked goods,
cheeses, and more at the vibrant open-air market on the
MCA Plaza!

Every Tuesday 7am-2pm, June 10 - October 28.

ﬁ"&ﬁ;u

The Magnificent Mile Art Festival
Discover original works by 60 juried artists in jewelry,
fashion, glass, painting, photography, and more! Join us
at 875 N. Michigan Ave (formerly the Hancock Building).
Free and ADA accessible.

Saturday, June 21- Sunday, June 22
10am-5pm Daily

Y] e

Wellness Walks
Presented by Chicago Parks Foundation
Wellness Walk led by Northwestern medical students

Tuesday, June 24, 5:15 pm - 6:00 pm

.-\|n=:ric;n’1$t'_'.i1'l
American Girl
Join us for a fun afternoon in Seneca Park! American Girl
Place will be hosting a table with stickers and coloring
pages based on some of your favorite dolls. We can't wait
to see you there!
Tuesday, June 24, 3Spm-4pm

-~ MUFASA: LION KING
Movie in the Park
A prequel that explores the early life of the iconic Lion
King, Mufasa, as he transforms from an orphaned cub
into a beloved leader
Wednesday, June 25, 8:15 pm or Dusk

Y] e

Wellness Walks
Presented by Chicago Parks Foundation
Wellness Walk led by Northwestern medical students
July 1, 8,15, 22, 29, 5:15 pm - 6:00 pm

i

HAUTE COUTURE
Movie in the Park,

When a bold young thief crosses paths with a retiring
Dior seamstress, an unexpected apprenticeship sparks a
powerful bond—Haute Couture is a heartwarming tale of
second chances, timeless craftsmanship, and the beauty

of passing on a legacy. *InFrench with English Subtitles
Monday, July 7, 8:15 pm or Dusk

u
M558 THEFALL GUY
Movie in the Park
A year after leaving the business, stuntman Colt Seavers
returns to action when a missing actor draws him into a
deadly plot.
Tuesday, July 8, 8:15 pm or Dusk

.-\nh:ric;n’ﬁt’_‘.irl
American Girl
Join us for a fun afternoon in Seneca Park! American Girl
Place will be hosting a table with stickers and coloring
pages based on some of your favorite dolls. We can't wait
to see you there!
Tuesday, July 8, 3pm-4pm
Tuesday, July 22, 3pm-4pm

@ & CrnoBsvamm
Circus in the Parks at Lake Shore
Step right up for CircEsteem’s "Circus in the Parks", an
exhilarating outdoor show bringing the thrill of the circus
right to your neighborhood! Watch in awe as our talented
performers soar, balance, and dazzle with jaw-dropping

feats.
Thursday, July 10, 6pm-7pm

% a8 et H Lusie
Children’s Hospiiol of Chicogor

Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital
Age Group: Parents, Adults, Families
Join Lurie Children’s FAN Program for fun sessions on
healthy eating and staying active with the 5-4-3-2-1 Go!
message. Enjoy games, trivia, activities, and prizes—come
ready to shop, learn, and play!

Tuesday, July 15, llam-1pm

THE BEATLES SING ALONG
“Come Together” With Neighbors and Friends
Sing, Humm, or Just Listen. Song Books Provided

Sunday, July 20, 6pm - 7:30pm

CAPTAIN AMERICA:

~ BRAVE NEW WORLD
o Movie in the Park
Sam Wilson, as the new Captain America, faces political
challenges and a global plot that tests his trust and the
world's future
Tuesday, July 22, 8:15 pm or Dusk

MCA
CHC
AE0
Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago
Join the Musuem of Contemporary Art Chicago in some

laid-back art activities.
Thursday, July 24, 1lam - Ipm

(|
roraiitdticd
Hubbard Street Dance Chicago
Get moving with fun, rhythmic dances to classic tunes in
this free, energizing session for all bodies and abilities. No
experience needed—just come ready to groove!
Thursday, July 29, Ipm

Eli’s Cheesecake
Celebrate National Cheesecake Day with a
free slice of cheesecake!
(while supplies last)
Wednesday, July 30, 12pm

of
1 GRANT PARK
- MUSIC FESTIVAL

Grant Park Music Festival Fellows
Quartet at Lake Shore
The Grant Park Music Festival offers free, family-friendly
concerts in neighborhoods as part of the Chicago Park
District’'s Night Out in the Parks, featuring performances
by Festival artists.

Thursday, July 31, 6:30pm - 7:30pm

THANK YOU SUMMER
SPONSORS!

The Parks of
1] The Magnificent Mile”
5 and Streeterville

Coar, o MICA Northwestern
Americat Girl CHS University

€ Ann & Robert H. Lurie u foies ik
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WICKED
Movie in the Park
“Wicked" reveals how friendship, society, and choices
shape the destinies of the Wicked Witch and Glinda
before and after Dorothy's arrival in Oz.
Monday, August 4
8:15 pm or Dusk

Y] e

Wellness Walks
Presented by Chicago Parks Foundation
Wellness Walk led by Northwestern medical students

August 5,12, 19, 26, 5:15 pm - 6:00 pm

America rﬁ]irl

American Girl
Join us for a fun afternoon in Seneca Park! American Girl
Place will be hosting a table with stickers and coloring
pages based on some of your favorite dolls. We can't wait
to see you there!
Tuesday, August 5, 3pm-4pm
Tuesday, August 19, 3pm-4pm

e
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The Happiness Club
A free program for Chicago youth (ages 8-18) that builds
skills in dance, voice, and rap—while promoting
confidence, coommunity, and positive change through
original performances on topics like tolerance, education,
and goals. An uplifting alternative to gang involvement,
reaching thousands each year.
Thursday, August 7, 6pm

% a8 et H Lusie
Children’s Hospiiol of Chicogor

Ann & Robert H. Lurie Children's Hospital
Age Group: Parents, Adults, Families
Join Lurie Children’s FAN Program for fun sessions on
healthy eating and staying active with the 5-4-3-2-1 Go!
message. Enjoy games, trivia, activities, and prizes—come
ready to shop, learn, and play!
Tuesday, August 12, llam-1pm
CA
CHIC
A0
Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago
Join the Musuem of Contemporary Art Chicago in some

laid-back art activities.
Tuesday, August 12, llam - Ipm

|@ lm—«jT IE%V
Lookingglass Theatre's Ice Cream Circus
Nights Out in the Park

Lookingglass Theatre Company and Actors Gymnasium
team up to bring you an original, circus-infused story that
showcases the transformative magic of a simple act of
kindness. Through dance, clown, and circus, this outdoor
spectacle performance delights all generations and all
language backgrounds.

Tuesday, August 19, Spm-7pm

CASABLANCA

Movie in the Park

Rick Blaine (Humphrey Bogart), who owns a nightclub in
Casablanca, discovers his old flame llsa (Ingrid Bergman)
is in town with her husband, Victor Laszlo (Paul Henreid).
Laszlo is a famed rebel, and with Germans on his tail, llsa

knows Rick can help them get out of the country.
Wednesday, August 20, 8:15 pm or Dusk

gt

Join us for the 38th Annual Streeterville Doggy &
Kitty Halloween on Saturday, October 25th.

Registration will open September Ist with a
S10 suggested donation to PAWS Chicago.
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Police
Beat...

Man shot during fight
outside River North pizzeria

A man is recovering after another
man shot him during a fight outside
a River North pizzeria on June 20.

Chicago police said the 36-year-
old got into a fight on the sidewalk
in the 400 block of N. Wells around
7:05 p.m. The other man pulled out a
gun and fired shots, striking the vic-
tim in the left forearm. CPD said he is
in good condition.

The shooting occurred outside
a Lou Malnati’s location, which was
busy with diners kicking off the
summery weekend.

Officers at the scene described
the gunman as a Black male wearing
a khaki t-shirt and a red backpack
who fled toward the Loop on a black
E-bike.

So far this year, 13 people have
been shot on the Near North Side.
That’s up from 11 at this point last
year.

Unidentified man found
badly beaten in Edgewater alley

A man was found badly beaten
in an Edgewater alley on June 19.
Chicago police said he was in critical
condition.

Shortly after 10 p.m., a 911 caller
reported hearing someone scream,
“I'm going to kill you,” and the sound
of a motorcycle speeding away from
an alley in the 5800 block of N. Ken-
more. A passerby found the victim
and, believing he had been shot,
placed asecond 911 call that brought
an ambulance to the scene.

Medical personnel determined
that the man had not been shot but
had been beaten in the head with a
blunt object, according to the Chi-
cago Police Dept. He was taken to St.
Francis Hospital. He did not have any
identification with him and remains
unidentified.

Shooting suspect detained
while running through CPD
parking lot on Near North Side

A person of interest is in custody
after running through a Chicago
Police Dept. station parking lot mo-
ments after a man was shot about a
half-block away.

The shooting occurred at 11:27
p.m. June 19 in the 500 block of
W. Hobbie St., steps from the Near
North 18th District station parking
lot at 1160 N. Larrabee St.

CPD reported that an 18-year-old
man was walking on the sidewalk
with a group of friends when an as-
sailant fired shots, striking him in the
back and arm. The gunman fled the
scene.

Officers outside the police sta-
tion observed and detained a man
running through the station parking
lot immediately after hearing gun-
fire. Detectives are investigating to
determine if he was involved in the
shooting.

Police recovered several shell
casings, a backpack containing sus-
pected narcotics, and another fire-
arm at the shooting scene. They also
found an additional firearm in the
1100 block of N. Larrabee St., directly
across from the CPD lot.

The shooting victim was reported
in good condition at Northwestern
Memorial Hospital.

So far this year, 12 people have
been shot on the Near North Side.
That's up from 11 at this point last
year.

We include accidental self-inflict-
ed gunshot injuries, shootings by
police, and shootings carried out in
self-defense in its tally.

Red Line passenger attacked
with razor blade in Uptown

A man was seriously injured when
another man attacked him with a ra-
zor during a fight aboard a Red Line
train in Uptown June 17.

Chicago police said two men got
into a fight while riding the train
around 3:30 a.m. The altercation es-
calated when one of the men pulled
out a “sharp object” and cut the other
man several times, according to a po-
lice statement. A first responder at
the scene said the victim appeared to
have been cut with a razor blade.

The 36-year-old victim was taken
to Advocate lllinois Masonic Medical
Center in fair condition, according to
CPD.

Meanwhile, the assailant exited the
station and fled in an unknown direc-
tion. He was described as a Black male
in his 40s, weighing 150 to 160 lbs.
He had braids and was wearing a red
jacket and a blue backpack.

Two stabbing victims disarmed
assailant and attacked him
with his own knife in Grant Park

Three men sustained knife wounds
during a fight at the Grant Park skate
parkin the Loop on June 17, according
to Chicago police. Charges are pend-
ing against one of the men.

The group began arguing around
5:15 p.m., but the situation escalated
when one of them pulled out a “sharp
object” and stabbed the other two
men, according to a CPD statement.
An officer at the scene said evidence
technicians were recovering a “ma-
chete” from the skate park.

A 38-year-old man, who suffered
multiple stab wounds to his chest,
flank, and buttocks, was listed in criti-
cal condition at Northwestern Me-
morial Hospital. The second victim, a
28-year-old man turning 29 this week,
refused medical treatment for an arm
laceration, according to police.

The two victims disarmed the third
man and stabbed him repeatedly in
the leg, arm, and head, police said.
The 30-year-old suspect, who has a
significant arrest history primarily for
retail theft, was in critical condition
under police guard at Stroger Hospi-
tal, police said. Officials have not yet
identified him publicly.

Violent incidents are not unusual
for the skate park. Last year, a man re-
ceived a 25-year sentence for murder-
ing ahomeless man who was sleeping
near a sculpture next to the park.

InJune 2023, prosecutors charged a
man with stabbing and critically injur-
ing a woman at the skate park. Joshua
Shaw remains in the Cook County jail
on an attempted murder charge in
that case.

A robbery pattern involving an
armed man who targeted people
at and near the skate park went un-
solved in the summer of 2022. Earlier
in 2022, five juveniles were charged
with attacking and robbing a man at
the skate park.

A 26-year-old man was shot dur-
ing an altercation at the skate park in
Sept. 2021. The summer before that,
a 15-year-old boy suffered a graze
wound to his head at the facility.

Robbers fired shots at worker
who saw them stealing tools
from his work vehicle

A gang of armed thieves in a stolen
car fired shots at a contractor who
caught them raiding his work vehicle
in West Rogers Park on June 16.

Chicago police suspect the brazen
robbery is part of a growing wave of
thefts targeting construction workers
and contractors citywide.

The robbery unfolded around 5:46
a.m. in the 6800 block of N. Seeley
when the worker spotted three men
pilfering tools from his work vehicle,
according to a Chicago police report.

When the crooks noticed the man,
at least one pulled out a gun and fired
shots in his direction, a CPD spokes-
person said. No one was hurt by the
gunfire.

The robbers, dressed in dark cloth-

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

ing with face masks, matched the
description of crews that have been
involved in at least a dozen similar
crimes over the past month.

Video showed them fleeing in a
black Infiniti, which police may have
recovered shortly after the crime. Wit-
nesses told cops they saw four males
ditch the stolen Infiniti and hop into
another getaway car.

The crew was described as Black
males in their mid- to late teens, wear-
ing ski masks and dark clothing—ex-
cept for the gunman, who wore a blue
hoodie, according to a witness.

Last week, a social media video
showed a crew of masked and armed
thieves targeting a work truck in Por-
tage Park. And the week before that,
we reported on two robberies of con-
struction crews, one in Lincoln Park
and the other in Logan Square. Vic-
tims were robbed at gunpoint in both
of those incidents.

CPD has also issued a series of com-
munity alerts about similar robberies
at work sites.

Migrant gets 3-year sentence
for mugging woman
near Goose Island
A Venezuelan migrant has been
given a three-year prison sentence for
robbing a woman near the Clybourn
Corridor in Sept.
20204. But, this
being lllinois, he
will actually be out
of prison less than
a year after the
crime occurred.
Anthony Laya-

Anthony Alvarado, alsp
Laya-Alvarado known as Elvis
Laya, pleaded

guilty to robbery in exchange for the

sentence from Judge Anjana Hansen,
court records show.

Laya-Alvarado targeted a 37-year-
old Streeterville woman who was
walking in the 900 block of W. Weed
at around 10:50 a.m. Sept. 21, prose-
cutors said. He snatched her necklace
and jumped on a motorized bike that
another man was operating.

A Chicago police officer, aware
that the robbery offenders were
both riding the same motorized bike,
tried to detain Laya-Alvarado and an-
other man as they rode a motorized
bike near Marcy Court and Cortland
around 11 a.m., a CPD report said.

Both men pulled away from the
officer, and the driver managed to es-
cape. But they caught Laya-Alvarado,
who had possession of the woman's
yellow necklace with an “R” pendant.

The robbery was one of at least sev-
en similar crimes that occurred within
days of each other, mainly in the Loop
and on the lakefront.

By law, Laya-Alvarado’s sentence
will be reduced by 50% for good be-
havior. The remaining year-and-a-half
will be offset by 393 days of credit that
Laya-Alvarado earned by being in jail
and participating in programs while
awaiting trial. According to the lllinois
Dept. of Corrections, he is scheduled
to be released on Sept. 19, two days
before the first anniversary of the rob-
bery.

COVID testing lab owner
sentenced to seven years
over $14M testing fraud scheme

The owner of a Norwood Park labo-
ratory was sentenced June 18 to seven
years in federal prison for his role in a
COVID-19 testing fraud scheme.

Zishan Alvi, 46, owned and oper-
ated a laboratory that performed
testing for COVID-19. In 2021 and
2022, Alvi caused tens of thousands
of claims to be submitted to the U.S.
Dept. of Health and Human Services’
Health Resources [HRSA] and Services
Administration for COVID-19 tests that
were not performed as billed.

As part of the scheme, the labora-
tory released negative test results to
patients, even though the laboratory
either had not tested the specimens or
the results were inconclusive because
Alvi diluted the tests to save on costs

L= B

Brendan Siddall (inset) and surveillance images of the vehicle.

Police identify vehicle that struck and killed pedestrian in Lakeview

Chicago police have released sur-
veillance images of a vehicle linked to
a hit-and-run driver who killed a pe-
destrian in Lakeview early on June 21.

Brendan Siddall, 26, a beloved
member of the Chicago Gay Men’s
Chorus, was struck and killed in the
northbound lanes of Lake Shore Dr.
near Addison around 3:34 a.m., ac-
cording to Chicago police and Sid-
dall’s friends.

Chicago police investigators identi-
fied the hit-and-run vehicle as a white
2019 Honda Accord with license plate
FH49505. The driver continued north
on Lake Shore Dr. without stopping,
according to CPD. Siddall, who resid-
ed in the 4200 block of N. Sheridan,
was pronounced dead at the scene.

Although determining the vehicle’s
owner is straightforward, detectives
must prove who was driving at the
time of the crash to file charges.

The CPD’s Major Accident Investi-
gation Unit is handling the case. They

can be reached at 312-745-4521 re-
garding case number JJ302688.

Fellow chorus members remem-
bered Siddall as an “indispensable”
part of the group and “an incredible
presence.”

“They embodied what it means
to be authentically yourself, a qual-
ity | deeply admire and constantly
strive for. Their passion, dedication,
and genuine spirit were infectious.
Brendan, we love you. We will miss
you dearly,” wrote Reggie Owens
on Facebook.

Chris Paulus also shared thoughts
online: “Their light shone so bright
in everything they did, from incred-
ible performances to the leadership
shown as our Membership Council
President. Not to mention the kind-
ness they showed to those around
them, the power of their authentic-
ity, and the joy it was to be in their
presence.”

Chicago police officers form a line to contain a group of beachgoers that

made its way to the 1500 block of N. Wells.

Photo courtesy Citizen

Cops from 6 districts brought in to handle
large crowd leaving North Avenue Beach; 5 arrests

Chicago police arrested five peo-
ple, including three juveniles, as a
large crowd leaving North Avenue
Beach moved through Old Town and
Lincoln Park on June 17, according to
a CPD spokesperson.

Police commanders deployed two
saturation teams and tactical units
from six of the city’s 22 CPD districts
to manage the crowd, a source re-
ported.

Approximately 200 people, most
appearing to be in their teens or
early 20s, began leaving the beach
via LaSalle Dr. and the North Ave. pe-
destrian underpass shortly before 10
p.m. Minutes later, a CPD supervisor
requested additional patrol cars to
help with the crowd at North Ave. and
Clark St., leading to two swift arrests.

Officers formed lines to guide the
crowd west along North Ave. Video
posted on the Citizen app captured
several dozen individuals walking in
traffic lanes, trailed by police. Cops
also contained a portion of the crowd
that reached the 1500 block of N.
Wells, an area lined with restaurants
and bars. However, an 18th District
police supervisor instructed officers
to refrain from using loudspeakers

or sirens to avoid disturbing nearby
residents.

According to a CPD spokesper-
son, three juveniles were detained
during the incident: two boys, ages
16 and 17, were charged with bat-
tery and resisting a peace officer,
while another 17-year-old boy was
cited for possessing alcohol on park
property.

Two adults were also charged, the
spokesperson said: Honest Williams,
19, faces charges of misdemeanor
reckless conduct and resisting a
peace officer and Devon Mitchell,
19, was charged with two counts
of resisting a peace officer and one
count of reckless conduct.

A similar incident involving large
crowds leaving the beach occurred
in the same area in May 2022.

The arrests occurred hours before
the City Council was to consider a
proposed “snap curfew” ordinance,
which would authorize the police
superintendent to impose a curfew
at any location with 30 minutes’ no-
tice. Ald. Brian Hopkins [2nd] is lead-
ing efforts to pass the ordinance as
a tool to help police manage “large
groups” or “teen trend” incidents.

while making them unreliable. Alvi
knew that the laboratory was releas-
ing negative results for COVID-19
tests that were not performed or
were inconclusive, but still caused the
laboratory to submit claims to HRSA
for those tests.

Alvi also lied to laboratory directors

to conceal his fraud. HRSA paid the
laboratory more than $14 million
because of the fraudulent claims
that Alvi caused to be submitted.
Alvi pleaded guilty last year to
one count of wire fraud. U.S. Dis-

POLICE BEAT see p. 11
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City looking at new rules for scooters

Some of the worst public scoff-
laws in Chicago these days are
scooter drivers, due in large part
to an overall lack of concern over
compliance with traffic laws,
daredevil maneuvers in traffic,
double-riding and for ignoring
parking regulations.

Making matters worse for most
non scooter-users, is the city’s
overall lack of enforcement of
their own rules.

But that may be changing. The
city is now updating its laws about
scooter sharing to make sure ev-
eryone can use this amenity with-
out harming others. For scooter
users, that starts by remembering
that scooters may not be operated
on the sidewalk.

Scooters must follow the same
rules of the road as all motorized
vehicles, and must stick to riding
in bicycle lanes and on roadways.

Chicago’s licensed scooter
rental companies (Divvy and
Lyft) are now required to utilize
technology that detects when
renters are riding on the sidewalk
and audibly alerts them to exit the
sidewalk.

Multiple infractions will result
in the suspension of the user’s ac-
count.

New rules are also in effect to
actively monitor scooter parking
and make sure customers do not
park scooters in a way that blocks
the sidewalk or the public way.

-
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Shareable electric scooters are frequently abandoned on North Side

neighborhood streets.

Image courtesy Antonio Cantu and Patch Chicago

To end a trip, customers must
lock scooters to a fixed physical
object, such as a bike rack, retired
meter, street sign, or light pole.
Sadly, the common practice now
is to just drop and abandon scoot-
ers in the public way. Under the
new rules, they must now take
a photo of the properly parked
scooter and submit it to the scoot-
er sharing company. Multiple vio-
lations of the parking rules will
also result in suspension of the
user’s account.

Because scooters can travel 15
to 30 mph, there has also been a
steady uptick in injuries ranging

from cuts and bruises to severe
traumatic brain injuries in scooter
riders who generally don’t wear
helmets.

While Chicago has not yet con-
sidered stopping rogue e-scooter
users, bans are now in place in
New York City, San Francisco,
West Hollywood, Beverly Hills,
Honolulu, Paris, Montreal, Bar-
celona and Madrid. And London,
Copenhagen, Barcelona, Montre-
al, and Singapore have all adopt-
ed strict rules on where and how
e-scooters can be used.

Don’t want to head downtown
for fireworks, try Uptown

With youth wildings, teen
trends and crime troubles, many
people are avoiding downtown
these days, yet many people still
may want to enjoy fireworks on
the lakefront. On the North Side,
you second best option is the well-
known and beloved fireworks
display given every year at Foster
and the Lakefront.

The Saddle & Cycle Club will
be holding its annual fireworks
show at dusk (sometime between
8:45 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.) on Fri-
day, July 4.

While only members of the
club and their guests may view
the show from inside the club
grounds, the fireworks can eas-
ily be seen from the surrounding
areas.

Some of the good viewing
spots include nearby rooftops of
your friends’ homes and condos.
Or try Kathy Osterman Beach,
Foster Ave. Beach, Margate Park.

Navy Pier will also be holding
fireworks shows 9 p.m. Wednes-
day, July 2 and Saturday, July 5
at 10 p.m.

For the second year in arow, the
party poopers are snuffing out the
famous rogue fireworks that used
to be held at Winnemac Park. The
park just west of Damen will host
an official “Fourth of July” cele-
bration, but the catch is that there
won’t be any fireworks.

It comes after years of ille-
gal, rogue fireworks shows that
have drawn crowds and turned
off some neighbors. Police were

BEST KEPY SECREY

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK /24 HOURS A DAY
8 BAY SELF-SERVICE
2 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC

5450 N. DAMEN (at Rascher)

Veteran Owned & Operated for 50 Years

PLUMBING LIQUIDATIION

Sinks, Tubs, Toilets
Jacuzzis & Radiators

CALL 773-818-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave.

on hand last year to enforce the
city’s fireworks ban, and they will
likely be a part of the plan this
year too.

The event was a longstanding
Fourth of July tradition at Win-
nemac Park: a spontaneous yet
unofficial and very illegal fire-
works show where amateur pyro-
technics put on a show well into
the night. But Illinois got the na-
tionwide reputation as a “Sparkler
State” for a reason. Illinois is one
of only three states that ban most
consumer fireworks. The only
permitted ‘fireworks’ in Chicago
are glowworms, smoke bombs,
party poppers, and yes, sparklers.

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
FREE ESTIMATES

PRE-SEASON
TUNE-UP SPECIAL

LIMITED TIME
STARTING AT

£$7500

MENTION AD

WE SERVICE
ALL MAKES & MODELS
ALL EUROPEAN
BIKES & E-BIKES
& SCOOTER REPAIRS

ROBERTS
CYCLE

7054 N. CLARK ST.
773-274-9281

www.robertscycle.com
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Four new CTA Red Line stations
to open July 20

On June 18 the CTA announced
that four fully reconstructed Red
Line stations in Edgewater and
Uptown will open on Sunday,
July 20, as part of the CTA’s his-
toric $2.1 billion Red and Purple
Modernization [RPM] Phase One
Project.

RPM has rebuilt Red Line sta-
tions that were more than a cen-
tury old into new, fully accessible
and modern stations with eleva-
tors and escalators. The project
has also included full reconstruc-
tion of the Red and Purple Line
Express track structure and the
installation of a new signal sys-
tem that combined will provide
smoother, quieter and more reli-
able rides for CTA customers.

Major project construction will
be completed this year. The sta-
tions are located at: 1120 W. Law-
rence Ave.; 1118 W. Argyle St,;
1119 W.Berwyn St.; 1116 W. Bryn
Mawr Ave., and the Bryn Mawr
station — Hollywood entrance
at 1119 W. Hollywood Ave.

Temporary CTA Argyle and

IN MIND
CALL (773) 472-3400 TODAY

AMERICAN FAMILY
 INSURANCE |

Bryn Mawr stations currently
serving customers during con-
struction will close when the new
stations open.

“The Red Line is the backbone
of our City and is critical to our
economic vibrancy, which is why
I am proud to support the RPM,”
said Mayor Brandon Johnson.

The opening of four new con-
tiguous stations marks the first
time that this many stations have
opened simultaneously since the

RED LINE see p. 11

FREE
VACUUM,NG

EXPRESS
CAR WASH

AUTOMATIC CARWASH
3218W. Irving
4550 W. Addison
4820 W. Lawrence

Veteran-Owned & Operated for 50 Years

INSURANCE DESIGNED
WITH YOU AND YOUR DREAMS

FOR YOUR FREE PERSONAL INSURANCE REVIEW

Mike Donaldson, Agent
3046 W. Irving Park Rd.
Chicago, IL 60618
mdonalds@amfam.com
Certified Agency

in Customer Excellence

a neighborly company

847-773-1990

Outside is fun again.

Mosquito Joe of Chicago North

Eco Friendly

Eliminating Mosquitoes, Ticks & Fleas
Locally Owned

| Treating Lake & Cook Counties

chicagonorth.mosquitojoe.com

élincas

3501 N. Western Ave.
Across from Lane Tech H.S.
45 years in Business

“ Tire & Autocare

FREE
DISK BRAKE INSPECTION

What's it going to cost you? Because brake

systems are complex, no one can estimate service
cost without a thorough inspection and estimate
for the parts and labor needed to do the job right.

Your brake inspection is absolutely FREE!
NO CHARGE - NO OBLIGATION
Expires August 31,2025

$9.99

TIRE ROTATION &
VEHICLE INSPECTION

Includes: Tire R Front End Ir

Belts & Hoses Check, Brake System Inspection,

Fluids Check, Engine Performance Check,
Charging System Check, Battery Check.
Expires August 31,2025

OIL, LUBE & FILTER

$39.99

ic (where ), new filter & up to
5 quarts major brand of oil (brands vary).
Most cars. Special diesel oil & filter extra.

Call for appointment. No other discounts apply.

Full synthetic add $30.
Expires August 31,2025

773-528-2212
$10 OFF

on $100 to $200 purchase

$20 OFF

on $201 to $300 purchase

$25 OFF

on purchase over $301
Expires August 31,2025

4 TIRES
$269.00

137,147, 15” sized tires.
Plus mounting, balance and tax.
Expires September 30, 2022

4 TIRES
$289.00

16” and 17” sized tires.
Plus mounting, balance and tax.
Expires August 31,2025

$10 OFF

ALL WHEEL ALIGNMENTS

Expires August 31,2025

www.lucastire.com
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ti’s River North home. For more
than 40 years, he poured drinks,
shared stories, and left lasting
impressions on generations of pa-
trons.

His pride in his craft, his joy
in connecting with others, and
his ability to make everyone feel
at home made him unforgettable.
The steakhouse family and pa-
trons lift his soul to heaven.

KEN NORGAN RIP: The
death last week of Ken Norgan
stopped many Chicagoans in their
tracks. He was first and foremost
a grand Chicago gent of the high-
est order. An erudite and sophis-
ticated man of the arts, a face at
the Lyric Opera as familiar as
the tenors in LaBoheme, or as fa-

CityHome

Vacuums & More

miliar in his seat at the Chicago
Symphony as its First Violinist.

Chicago theaters and great
restaurants were his bailiwick,
hosting friends to abundance. His
elegant, thoughtful Chicago citi-
zenry made him a significant sup-
porter of culture with generosity
and wide tastes. His business acu-
men and personal success suggest
a treasured Chicago investment in
the quality of local life. From the
Salzburger Festspiele to the warm
waters of Florida, to even the
bow-tied penguins at North Av-
enue Beach or the grand Museo
Soumaya in Mexico City, Norgan
left a trail of endless learning, re-
naissance curiosity and expansive
heart. PAX TIBI.

HONOREE: Candace Jordan
is excited to be an honoree for

We feature Miele and ORECK
and service all makes & models

773- 348 4500

148 N. Oak Park Ave., Oak Park
708-660-9800

Open 7 Days All Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.cityhomevacuum.com

MENTION THIS AD
H 0,

THE GREATEST CHALLENGES OF OUR TIME
—AN EVENING WITH PRESIDENT—

LECH WALESA

USA & CANADA LECTURE TOUR | AUGUST 31 - OCTOBER 30, 2025

Meet the Nobel Peace Prize winner and one of the world's greatest leaders.
Lech Walesa will take you behind the scenes of one of history's
greatest turning points — and into the future we must build together.

REGISTER NOW: www.HistoryExplorer.com

YOUR LGCAL AUTO-
REPAIR SPECIALIST

Auto Repair & Maintenance - Brake Repair - Qil Change
Timing Belt - Suspension & Wheel Alignment

+ Locally Owned and Operated

+ Affordable Pricing

LO&AN
773-772-1639

24432 N Milwaukeo Avanug, Chicago, IL

P - Pt GO -SSP e WOSRH - TO5FM « e Sumed

www, L eganfguare AvboRapair g e
‘ ﬂ...mm.rml‘
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+ Total Satisfaction is Our Goal
" American and Eurcpean Cars

AVHE}ALE

773-267-5440

3425 M Pulaski Rd. Chicage, IL

P P AN - B O - 8GR - e S

wawe AvandaleduteDegalrcom

10%
OFF ~

ALL AUTO REPAIR
Siﬂ'll'lm
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Jim Corti

the 2025 ‘We Dream in Color’
Humanitarian and Unity Celebra-
tion on Sat., July 19 at the DuS-
able Black History Museum and
Education Center.
KNIGHTHOODS: Former
England football captain David
Beckham, Oscar-winning ac-
tor Gary Oldman and The Who
front man Roger Daltrey were
among the prominent figures
awarded knighthoods for King
Charles III’s birthday.
BIRTHDAY SURPRISE:
Sherry Lea Fox, Elizabeth A.
Bertucci, Bobbi Panter, Kathy
O’Malley Piccone, Kathy Wolt-
er Mondelli, Bunny Frum and
Myra Reilly tossed a very special
surprise birthday party for Chi-
cago’s sweetest friend, Candace

Jordan. At Tre Dita in the St. Re-
gis. Life is beautiful, especially
with hand-held Candace fans.
MANGE, MANGE: At Lu-
cia’s Gourmet Italian Cuisine it
was Happy Birthday Deb and
Lezley. A lovely night of friend-
ship and laughter. Julia Jacobs,
Lauren Lein Cavanaugh, Bob-
bi Panter, Paula Borg, Wyn-
nis Mackie, Denise Tomasello,
Sherill Bodine, Sally Jo Mor-
ris Pfaff, Tina Gravel, Patricial
Marx and Belvon Walker.
WHO’S WHERE: Princess
Anne arrived at JFK Airport,
carrying her own two bags af-
ter completing her tour in New
York... Myra Reilly’s first batch
of homegrown organic radishes
in Lake Forest, this is why she’s
such a stunning chef... Maria
Pappas was in the heart of Lin-
coln Square for music, dancing,
and joy, a beautiful celebration
of German-American heritage...
Belated birthday wishes to Jolan-
ta Ruege, our Polish princess...
Tina Gravel and Lauren Lein Ca-
vanaugh at Carnival Restaurant
dancing the night away and meet-
ing the project’s art director- what
a wonderful 35th Anniversary
of the Chicago Human Rhythm
Project and the Mayfair Arts Cen-
er... Congrats to Jason Knowles
celebrating 21 years at ABC 7
Chicago... Terri Engelman
Rhodes and Shauna Montgom-

SECRETS OF ANCIENT EGYPT — NEW DISCOVERIES

|_SECRETS OF ANCIENT EGYPT — NEW DISCOVERIES |
A ROYAL EVENING

WITH

DR. ZAHI HAWASS

THE WORLD'S MOST FAMOUS ARCHAEOLOGIST

USA & CANADA LECTURE TOUR
MAY - AUGUST 2025

Chicago, IL: June 28

THE TIME TO REVEAL THE SECRETS

OF ANCIENT EGYPT HAS FINALLY COME!

EXCITING ANNOUNCEMENTS & NEW

GROUNDBREAKING DISCOVERIES THAT
WILL BE REVEALED FOR THE VERY FIRST TIME!

Register now at: @ ZahiLectures.com

MMM
BARRY: REGENT
The Quality Cleaners

Designer Handbag

773-348-5510 « 3000 N. Broadway
@ A member of the International Fabricare Institute,

l the association of professional dryeleaners and lauderers.

Cleaning

Restore the beauty
and add life to your
designer handbag.
Hand-cleaned
and refinshed
by our
experienced
leather
professionals.

Rev. Jesse Jackson with Chuy
Garcia and Jonathan Jackson.
Photo by Colin Boyle

ery did a stunning job chairing
The Chicago Lighthouse’s gala, a
beautiful event with Shelley Mac-
Arthur performing... Whitney
Reynolds had the most beautiful
Candlelight concert experience at
the Tribute to Taylor Swift cel-
ebrating the start of summer...
Jeff and Stephanie Leese Em-
rich had a bumper crop of gar-
den strawberries, a harvest of one
singular sensational strawberry
whose name is “Ludwig,” as in
Mies van der Rohe, because “less
is more.” Perhaps more siblings
for strawberry shortcake by sum-
mer’s end?... Denise Tomasello,
was the big bidder at the Service
Club Hat Luncheon (congrats to
co-chairs, Sherry Holson, Paula
Borg, Kathleen Haines-Fin-
ley for a great idea) afterwards
stopped by Gibson’s Steakhouse
for a few minutes to get the ‘be-
hind the scenes scoop’, Sherrill
Bodine can see a book coming...
Happy 26th birthday to Will Mec-
Nulty, having dinner with mom,
Penny McNulty, at Andros Tav-
erna... Sherry Lea Fox, Randy
Fifield, Pascual Imbui and Jor-
dan Heller at Maple & Ash “Out
n About” with Chicago Friends...
Dr. Cristina Serediak, a medical
doctor in Argentina and a master
in the Ukrainian art of decorating
Easter eggs, has been invited to
do presentations in many coun-
tries, including the U.S. and is a
dear friend of Chicagoan Marta
Farion... “No Kings Day” ac-
tivities brought out the patriotic
veteran media pro Catherine
Johns... Word is the Bears rook-
ies have taken Wrigley by storm...
Jim Corti Day in Aurora, theater
critic Hedy Weiss says his Para-
mount Theater operation there
has brought the city of Aurora to
life... Service Clubs’ Kimberly
Filan doing Sunday dinner with
husband, Bill, and super bright
son, Liam, now officially a De-
Paul Academy senior, at Il Gira-
sole.... also at Il Girasole, Mindy
Nedwick and daughter, Matty
Nedwick, also a new high school
senior, and a budding painter her-
self.

CAP & GOWN: At the Univ.
of Chicago more than 25,000
chairs were set up across campus
in preparation for the 2025 Grad-
uate Convocation.

Kind hearts are more than
coronets, and simple faith than
Norman blood. - Tennyson

tog515@gmail.com
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But he said he inherited a closure mora-
torium and worked with school boards
that had no appetite for closing or merging
schools. “Our footprint is too large,” said
Martinez. “Every time somebody wants to
address this issue, you see at all levels of
politics, nobody wants to do it.”

He said he hopes a fully elected school
board that will take over in 2027 will tack-
le the issue head-on, working closely with
the communities it serves.

In a statement, the district noted its
building utilization formula is “just one
measure,” and it could overestimate avail-
able space.

The mayor’s office did not respond to re-
quests for comment.

With public school enrollment declin-
ing across the country, a growing number
of cities — Milwaukee; Denver; Flint, MI,;
Boston; San Francisco; Philadelphia — are
grappling with the issue of under-enroll-
ment. Some plan to close schools.

But Chicago, the country’s fourth-largest
district, operates on a larger scale: It has
more students and more buildings than
most other cities. The city’s school-age
population, meanwhile, is on a downward
trajectory, federal COVID-19 aid ran out
this year, and the district faces a budget
deficit of more than $500 million.

And yet, Chicago “doesn’t seem to be
having an honest conversation about the
challenges it’s facing,” said Carrie Hahnel,
a school finance researcher with the non-
profit Bellwether.

‘A lack of political courage’

The 2013 closings of 49 Chicago ele-
mentary schools and one small high school
were more than controversial. Families
there felt that their communities were be-
ing torn apart as the city moved to shutter
schools with long and rich histories. Af-
ter protests and angry meetings, students
were displaced to schools that were farther
away from home. Neighborhood hubs were
mothballed.

Deep distrust of CPS after the mass clo-
sures lingers, especially in Black neighbor-
hoods like DuSable’s Bronzeville. Univ. of
Chicago research showed those closures set
students back academically, though a small
number who moved to high-performing
campuses fared better. Some community
groups and the teachers union in Chicago
see schools as a public good; shuttering
them is another mark of disinvestment.

That was the backdrop when a group of
DuSable High School alumni grew con-
cerned about dwindling enrollment at their
beloved school and worried the district
might target the building for closure. They
approached CPS just before the pandemic
with an alternative idea: Consolidate the
two tiny schools at DuSable and focus
classes on STEM careers.

The Bronzeville Scholastic Institute and
the Daniel Hale Williams Preparatory
School of Medicine would unite and revert
to the name DuSable.

The alumni had no illusions that they
could fully restore DuSable to what is
once was. Compared to the school’s hey-
day, a much smaller number of school-age
children live in Bronzeville today. But the
alumni wanted more for the school.

The group met repeatedly with school
and district leaders in DuSable’s wood-
paneled social room, where trophies mark
decades of athletic and musical excel-
lence.

Officials told the group to get more input
from current families at both schools — a
daunting task given that the district would
not provide their names or contact infor-
mation. The plan fizzled out.

Hal Woods, now a policy director with
the parent advocacy nonprofit Kids First
Chicago, worked as the district’s school
development director at the time and sat in
on those meetings. He said the bottom line
was that the plan smacked too much of a
closure.

“We didn’t want to be seen with our fin-
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gerprints on this,” he said.

Former school board President Jianan
Shi, a Johnson appointee who served
from 2023 to 2024, said rebuilding trust
and planning for schools’ future with lo-
cal communities at the helm takes time; it
must begin now.

But, he said, “There’s a lack of political
courage to have this conversation, and yet
it’s often weaponized.”

Amid the uproar over the 2013 clos-
ings, Chicago’s then-mayor, Rahm Eman-
uel, vowed that his appointed school board
would not close schools for five years.
The state legislature then imposed a 2021
moratorium on closing Chicago schools
until January of this year, part of a bill that
changed the Chicago Board of Education
to an elected, rather than mayor-appointed,
body.

Today, Chicago has 634 schools, includ-
ing 119 charter and contract schools run by
outside entities, and a teachers union ally
holds the mayor’s office. Last September,
amid a power struggle between Johnson
and Martinez, the Chicago Teachers Union
[CTU] publicized a facilities analysis that
the district had done in late 2023, which
included hypothetical scenarios for con-
solidating 75 schools, including Williams
and Bronzeville. The union argued that
even entertaining that idea was cause to
fire Martinez immediately.

As the CTU pounced, Martinez pushed
back, saying the district had concluded that
no school would be closed while he was in
charge — which he now says was really the
school board’s decision. At the next school
board meeting, he presented a new reso-
lution that got unanimous support: CPS
would not close any schools until 2027.

But the city’s demographic realities are
not on hold. About 325,000 students en-
rolled this year, a drop of more than 70,000
from a decade ago. District officials proj-
ect that three school years from now, there
could be as few as 300,000 or, in a best-
case scenario, as many as 334,000 students.
Those estimates are based in part on the
city’s sharply falling birth rates. Citywide,
from 2011 to 2021, the number of births
dropped by more than 43%.

Still, CTU leaders insist that the city
is actually poised for a population turn-
around. During President Donald Trump’s
second administration, Chicago under
Johnson can bill itself as a progressive ref-
uge — a place that protects immigrants,
abortion care, LGBTQ+ rights, and access
to gender-affirming care for transgender
youth and adults, said Jackson Potter, vice
president of the CTU.

“We are going to need to be a citadel of
protection,” he said, adding that the last
thing the city wants is to shutter some of its
schools, then see families arriving in these
neighborhoods en masse only to find lim-
ited classroom seats.

The union’s real issue with school clo-
sures, Potter said, is that Chicago has done
them without enough educator and com-
munity input and has rushed them, desta-
bilizing other nearby schools.

An influx of immigrant families allowed
CPS to stabilize its enrollment and the city
to notch modest population increases in
the past two years after a lengthy decline.
But some demographers think the Trump
administration’s immigration crackdown
might mean these gains are short-lived.

Jim Lewis, a senior researcher at the
Great Cities Institute, a research hub at the
Univ. of Illinois Chicago, is skeptical about
the possibility of an influx of school-age
children in areas with shrinking schools.
Some gentrifying Chicago neighborhoods
have drawn new residents, but they tend
to be higher earners who generally have
fewer kids.

Lewis cautions that people tend to over-
estimate the power of schools to attract
residents. Studies have shown that crum-
bling schools can deter families, he said.
But research also suggests new programs
and attractive campuses can only do so
much to draw them — unless those schools
come with a complete package of job op-

portunities, safe neighborhoods, affordable
housing, and more.

“I’'m all for beautiful new schools,” Lew-
is said. “Do I think by itself it changes the
demography of a place? I don’t think so.”

What to do about underenrolled schools
and Chicago’s diminished school-age pop-
ulation is a decision for Chicago’s school
board. Currently, 10 members are elected
and 11 are appointed by the mayor. Next
year, all will be up for election.

Some members, who said they could
only speak candidly if they aren’t named,
said the board must discuss solutions for
tiny schools, including consolidation. But
being branded “school closers” is a con-
cern ahead of elections. Others said they’re
open to discussing alternatives to school
closings, including bringing health clinics
or other family services into vacant parts
of under-enrolled schools.

“I think we have to talk about small
schools as a result of historic racism, un-
derfunding, neglect, and inequity,” said
member Debby Pope, a former CTU em-
ployee. A conversation is going to be es-
sential, she said, but with a moratorium on
closings in place and the possibility that the
board could extend it, “I don’t think this is
the moment for that conversation.”

Small enrollment, limited opportunities

About 5 miles southeast of DuSable
is Hirsch High School, which was one of
the district’s largest school building proj-
ects when it opened in the 1920s and once
dealt with severe overcrowding. It’s gotten
so small now that M’Kya Craig had taken
all the electives the school offered by her
junior year.

She was one of roughly 100 students
at Hirsch, which could enroll 1,000. She
browsed the school’s limited courses and
decided to take yearbook for a second time.
She was bracing to take the course a third
time her senior year, but Hirsch added an
African American literature class.
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Craig appreciated that staff at the small
school got to know her well, including a
counselor who helped her get into Chicago
State Univ. But she often felt frustrated
by the school’s slim course offerings and
scarce extracurriculars over the years.

“We lost a lot over the years due to being
a small school,” she said.

Most of the district’s under-enrolled
schools serve students who do not par-
ticipate in Chicago’s expansive system of
school choice, where high-performing stu-
dents test into selective schools ranked the
best in the state, and other students find
their way to magnets, charters, or strong
neighborhood schools, often in wealthier
parts of Chicago.

Many of the district’s small schools serve
Chicago’s highest-needs students.

At the Daniel Hale Williams Preparato-
ry School of Medicine, one of the schools
inside DuSable, junior Georgia Deaye was
drawn to the school’s medical career pro-
gram and loves the close-knit feel.

“The connection with teachers is way
deeper than if I was at another school,” she
said.

She participated in a summer internship
program that Williams accesses through
one of the larger district high schools and
recently got her CPR certification. The
most recent graduation rate at Williams
was 93%, among the highest in the dis-
trict. The graduating class was 14 students.
There are a total of 70 students enrolled
there, at a cost of $54,000 per student.

“Small schools are not always painted in
a positive light,” said Williams Principal
Leonetta Sanders, but the smaller environ-
ment is ideal for some students. In part be-
cause of its size, the campus hasn’t had to
deal with gang problems or violence, she
said.

“Safety,” she said, “is always money well
spent.”

SCHOOLS see p. 10
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Some research has suggested that stu-
dents tend to do better in smaller schools,
notes Bruce Fuller, an expert at the Univ.
of California, Berkeley. But those findings
apply to small-by-design campuses with
healthy enrollments, not schools that have
shrunk dramatically as families have fled.

Fuller doesn’t think that student out-
comes at those under-enrolled schools have
been studied rigorously because it would
be too hard to control for factors such as

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

the high needs of the students they tend
to serve. “There’s consistent evidence that
smaller can be better,” Fuller said. “But
small in this life cycle of decline is a totally
different story.”

In Chicago’s tiny schools, the limita-
tions, even at a high per-student cost, are
substantial. Bronzeville Scholastic Insti-
tute, the other school inside DuSable, used
to be able to teach Spanish and French but
now offers Spanish only. The school once
offered Advanced Placement and Interna-
tional Baccalaureate courses but realized it

| North Township Real Estate For Sale |
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON FKA THE
BANK OF NEW YORK AS TRUSTEE FOR THE
CERTIFICATEHOLDERS OF CWMBS, INC., CHL
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH TRUST 2005-23,
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES,
SERIES 2005-23

Plaintiff,

R
DANIEL R. BURDICK AKA DANIEL ROBERT
BURDICK, CITIMORTGAGE, INC., JPMORGAN
CHASE BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, TONI
A. BURDICK

Defendants

23 CH 09026

1747 NORTH FERN COURT

CHICAGO, IL 60614

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on April 7, 2025, an agent for The
Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on July
8, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, One
South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, IL,
60606, sell at public in-person sale to the highest
bidder, as set forth below, the following described
real estate:

Commonly known as 1747 NORTH FERN COURT,
CHICAGO, IL 60614

Property Index No. 14-33-324-032-0000

The real estate is improved with a single family
residence.

The judgment amount was $696,278.63.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certi-

fied funds at the close of the sale payable to The
Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party checks
will be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours.
The subject property is subject to general real es-
tate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale
without any representation as to quality or quantity
of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS
1S" condition. The sale is further subject to confirma-
tion by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished
to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues

where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact HEAVNER, BEYERS &
MIHLAR, LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 601 E. William
St., DECATUR, IL, 62523 (217) 422-1719. Please
refer to file number 1688006.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

HEAVNER, BEYERS & MIHLAR, LLC

601 E. William St.

DECATUR IL, 62523

217-422-1719

Fax #: 217-422-1754

E-Mail: CookPleadings@hsbattys.com

Attorney File No. 1688006

Attorney Code. 40387

Case Number: 23 CH 09026

TJSC#: 45-1020

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 23 CH 09026

13267935

111111
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could not continue to offer both; it kept the
IB program.

The schools have tried to make up for the
limited course offerings by encouraging
students to take online courses and dual-
enrollment classes that local community
colleges offer to high school students.

“You’ve got 12 kids in a class. The board
is not going to pay for a calculus teacher,”
Grace Dawson, who leads DuSable’s ro-
bust alumni group, said of the school dis-
trict. Students are being “robbed” of op-
portunity, said Dawson, a former Chicago
school principal.

Flush with federal COVID aid, the dis-
trict added more than 7,500 new positions
over the past four years even as enrollment
kept declining. It also recently started guar-
anteeing a certain number of staff, includ-
ing 10 teachers, at each school regardless
of enrollment. Williams and Bronzeville,
which used to share an assistant principal
and a gym teacher, each hired their own.
Douglass High School on the city’s West
Side now has 27 employees for 28 stu-
dents.

That includes six regular education
teachers, six special education teachers,
a school counselor, a college and career
coach, a conflict resolution specialist, a
restorative justice coordinator, and an as-
sistant principal and principal. The cost to
run the school is $93,000 per student.

“Is a Douglass student getting a $93,000-
a-year experience? No,” said Woods of
Kids First Chicago. “We can confidently
say that. CPS pumps extra dollars into
these schools so they can offer the bare

comment about individual schools, did
not dispute the high per-pupil price tag at
Douglass. It has said its new budgeting ap-
proach gives all schools a fiscal boost re-
gardless of size.

David Narain, who was principal at
Hirsch until 2023, said the school’s smaller
size allowed his staff to focus intensely on
a highly mobile student body, where many
students came in reading at the third or
fourth grade level. But it was challenging
to build a school culture on a campus with
so few students.

“You try to have a homecoming, but
there’s no football team,” he said. “There’s
nothing to come home to.”

And Narain understands the financial
tension the district faces. “The writing is
on the wall,” he said. “You can’t continue
to run these schools and give them all of
these resources.”

Old buildings, big expenses

In a district with a $10 billion budget,
the overall spending on staff and programs
at small schools can seem negligible. But
keeping aging campuses running is costly
no matter how many students are there.
The average Chicago school building is 85
years old; dozens of them were built before
1900.

Our analysis of capital spending data
found that since 2017, the district’s 47 se-
verely under-enrolled schools — ones that
sit more than two-thirds empty — have
cost more than $213 million to maintain
and renovate.

The emptiest buildings account for $400

minimum.”

The district, which handles requests for

SCHOOLS see p. 11
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
CARRINGTON MORTGAGE SERVICES, LLC
Plaintiff

vs.
JULIE FOX APPOINTED SPECIAL REPRESEN-
TATIVE FOR WILLIAM B. WOJTAS (DECEASED);
CASA BONITA CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION;
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF WILLIAM
B. WOJTAS; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS

Defendant

22CH 1914

CALENDAR

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to
a Judgment of Foreclosure entered in the above
entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion will on August 4, 2025, at the hour 11:00 a.m.,
Intercounty's office, 120 West Madison Street, Suite
718A, Chicago, IL 60602, sell to the highest bidder
for cash, the following described mortgaged real
estate:

P.LN. 11-30-307-207-1012.

Commonly known as 7340 N. Ridge Blvd., #4C,
Chicago, IL 60645.

The real estate is: condominium residence. The
purchaser of the unit other than a mortgagee shall
pay the assessments and the legal fees required
by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 9 of the
Condominium Property Act.. Sale terms: At sale,
the bidder must have 10% down by certified funds,
balance within 24 hours, by certified funds. No re-
funds. The property will NOT be open for inspection.
Prospective bidders are admonished to check the
court file to verify all information.

For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's
Attorney, Lender Legal PLLC, 1800 Pembrook
Drive, Suite 250, Orlando, Florida 32810. 407-730-
4644. LLS13412

INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-

TION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
13268745

252525

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
ATHENE ANNUITY AND LIFE COMPANY
Plaintiff,

R
BRANISLAV LEKIC, CITIBANK FEDERAL SAV-
INGS BANK, 7123-33 NORTH DAMEN AVENUE
CONDOMINIUM ~ ASSOCIATION, ~ UNKNOWN
OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants

2024 CH 05461

7123 N DAMEN AVE UNIT 5E

CHICAGO, IL 60645

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on April 10, 2025, an agent for The
Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on July
14, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, One
South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, IL,
60606, sell at public in-person sale to the highest
bidder, as set forth below, the following described
real estate:

PARCEL ID NUMBER: 11-31-200-001-0000
COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 7123 N, DAMEN AVE,
UNIT #5E CHICAGO, IL 60645

Commonly known as 7123 N DAMEN AVE UNIT
5E, CHICAGO, IL 60645

Property Index No. 11-31-200-033-1014

The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $144,742.48.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation. No third party checks wil
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire

transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The
subject property is subject to general real estate
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS"
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation
by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal
fees required by The Condominium Property Act,
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact CHAD LEWIS, ROBERT-
SON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE & PART-
NERS, PLLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 6400 SHAFER

CT, STE 325, ROSEMONT, IL, 60018 (561) 241-
6901. Please refer to file number 24-202176.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

CHAD LEWIS

ROBERTSON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE &
PARTNERS, PLLC

6400 SHAFER CT, STE 325

ROSEMONT IL, 60018

561-241-6901

E-Mail: ILMAIL@RASLG.COM

Attorney File No. 24-202176

Attorney ARDC No. 6306439

Attorney Code. 65582

Case Number: 2024 CH 05461

TJSC#: 45-973

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 2024 CH 05461

13268110

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVI-
SION

U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

Plaintiff,

-

AGNES GALLEGO; UNKNOWN HAIRS AND
LEGATEES OF MILDRED TERNOIR, DECEASED;
LUNT AVENUE CONDOMINIUM AND HEALTH
CLUB; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD
CLAIMANTS;

Defendants.

2024CH03862

1329 W Lunt,

Chicago, IL 60626

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on 4/24/2025, an agent of Auction.
com, LLC will conduct the auction in person at 12:00
PM on 7/30/2025 located at 100 N LaSalle St., Suite
1400, Chicago, IL 60602, and will sell at public sale
to the highest bidder, as set forth below, the follow-
ing described real estate.

Commonly known as 1329 W Lunt, Chicago, IL
60626

Property Index No. 11-32-114-034-1037

The real estate is improved with a Single Family
Residence.

The judgment amount was $50,776.76

Sale Terms: 20% down of the highest bid by certi-
fied funds at the close of the sale payable to Auction.
com, LLC, No third party checks will be accepted.
All registered bidders need to provide a photo ID in
order to bid. The balance, in certified funds/or wire
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. (relief
fee not required) The subject property is subject to
general real estate taxes, special assessments, or
special taxes levied against said real estate and
is offered for sale without any representation as to
quality or quantity of title and without recourse to
plaintiff and in “AS IS" condition. The sale is further
subject to confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a certificate of sale that will entitle
the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after con-
firmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property, prospective bidders are admonished
to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal
fees required by the Condominium property Act,

765 ILCS 605/9 (g)(I) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by the Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701 (C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information, contact Plaintiffs attorney:
Robertson Anshutz Schneid Crane & Partners,
PLLC (561) 241-6901 please refer to file number
23-165522.

Auction.com, LLC

100 N LaSalle St., Suite 1400 Chicago, IL 60602
— 872-225-4985

You can also visit www.auction.com.

Attorney File No. 23-165522

Case Number: 2024CH03862

NOTE: PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COL-
LECTION PRACTICES ACT, YOU ARE ADVISED
THAT PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY IS DEEMED
TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OB-
TAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
8231-953611

181818
111111
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION
Plaintiff,

V.
JOHN HERNANDEZ, EL LAGO CONDOMINIUM
ASSOCIATION

Defendants

24 CH 08064

6157 N SHERIDAN RD. APT. 4F

CHICAGO, IL 60660

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on April 14, 2025, an agent for The
Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on July
16, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, One
South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, IL,
60606, sell at public in-person sale to the highest
bidder, as set forth below, the following described
real estate:

Commonly known as 6157 N SHERIDAN RD. APT.
4F, CHICAGO, IL 60660

Property Index No. 14-05-211-024-1022

The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $253,190.12.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by certified
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation. No third party checks will
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The
subject property is subject to general real estate
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS"
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation
by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will

entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal
fees required by The Condominium Property Act,
765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact HEAVNER, BEYERS &
MIHLAR, LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 601 E. William
St., DECATUR, IL, 62523 (217) 422-1719. Please
refer to file number 2018693.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

HEAVNER, BEYERS & MIHLAR, LLC

601 E. William St.

DECATUR IL, 62523

217-422-1719

Fax #: 217-422-1754

E-Mail: CookPleadings@hsbattys.com

Attorney File No. 2018693

Attorney Code. 40387

Case Number: 24 CH 08064

TJSC#: 45-1075

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 24 CH 08064

13268190

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION
Plaintiff,

V-
PAUL W. GOODRICH, VALERIE D. GOODRICH,
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION, S/BM TO WASHINGTON MUTUAL
BANK, A FEDERAL ASSOCIATION, ROSEMA-
RIE M. SHIRK, JOSEPH B. SHIRK, ROSEMARIE
M. SHIRK, TRUSTEE, OR THE SUCCESSOR IN
TRUST, UNDER THE ROSEMARIE M. SHIRK
LIVING TRUST, DATED MARCH 19,1997, DATED
JUNE 3, 1997, JOSEPH B. SHIRK, TRUSTEE,
OR THE SUCCESSOR IN TRUST, UNDER THE
ROSEMARIE M. SHIRK LIVING TRUST, DATED
MARCH 19,1997, DATED JUNE 3, 1997
Defendants
2024 CH 07533
3511 NORTH HERMITAGE AVENUE
CHICAGO, IL 60657
NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered
in the above cause on April 21, 2025, an agent for
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on
July 22, 2025, at The Judicial Sales Corporation,
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago,
IL, 606086, sell at public in-person sale to the highest

bidder, as set forth below, the following described
real estate:

Commonly known as 3511 NORTH HERMIT-
AGE AVENUE, CHICAGO, IL 60657
Property Index No. 14-19-406-015-0000
The real estate is improved with a single family
residence.
The judgment amount was $678,931.60.

Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by
certified funds at the close of the sale payable to
The Judicial Sales Corporation. No third party
checks will be accepted. The balance, in certified
funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24)
hours. The subject property is subject to general
real estate taxes, special assessments, or special
taxes levied against said real estate and is offered
for sale without any representation as to quality or
quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and
in “AS 1S” condition. The sale is further subject to
confirmation by the court.

Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact MANLEY DEAS
KOCHALSKI LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, ONE EAST
WACKER, SUITE 1250, Chicago, IL, 60601 (312)
651-6700. Please refer to file number 25-007370.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

MANLEY DEAS KOCHALSKI LLC

ONE EAST WACKER, SUITE 1250

Chicago IL, 60601

312-651-6700

E-Mail: AMPS@manleydeas.com

Attorney File No. 25-007370

Attorney Code. 48928

Case Number: 2024 CH 07533

TJSC#: 45-1098

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 2024 CH 07533

8277-954729

181818

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
CARRINGTON MORTGAGE SERVICES, LLC
Plaintiff

VS.

DOUANGDY XEUNXON A/K/A DOUANGDY
XEUNXOM; STATE OF ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT

OF .REVENUE; UNJ(NOWN OWNERS AND
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS

Defendant

23 CH 5068

CALENDAR 58

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to
a Judgment of Foreclosure entered in the above
entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion will on July 21, 2025, at the hour 11:00 a.m.,
Intercounty's office, 120 West Madison Street,
Suite 718A, Chicago, IL 60602, sell to the highest
bidder for cash, the following described mortgaged
real estate:

P.LN. 14-07-423-063-1001.

Commonly known as 1625 W. Ainslie St., Unit BE,
Chicago, IL 60640.

The real estate is: condominium residence. The
purchaser of the unit other than a mortgagee shall
pay the assessments and the legal fees required
by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 9 of the
Condominium Property Act.. Sale terms: At sale,
the bidder must have 10% down by certified funds,
balance within 24 hours, by certified funds. No re-
funds. The property will NOT be open for inspection.
Prospective bidders are admonished to check the
court file to verify all information.

For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's
Attorney, Lender Legal PLLC, 1800 Pembrook
Drive, Suite 250, Orlando, Florida 32810. 407-730-
4644. LLS11518-IL

INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION

intercountyjudicialsales.com

13267954

11111
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To place an ad, call 773-465-9700 or email:

insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Commercial Space for Rent

Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 800 to
1000 square feet, $15 per foot / UP. Three-year
lease @ $15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven
funds. 773-772-0808 please leave message.

Coins

North Michigan Ave.
Gold & Coin Buyer

BRIAN ANDREW & ASSOC.

« In business over 40 years «

333 North Michigan Ave.
Suite 1032

w3 Chicago, I 60601

, 312541 8320

We can come to you
www.andrewcoin.com

Trailer for sale, for boat or jet ski. Rims, jacks, spare
wheels included. $457. Call 773-818-0808

Furniture Removal/
Junk Removal

A Red’s Hauling Service
Removal of unwanted items
from Basements, Garages, Attics,
Businesses, Estate Clearance
Senior Citizen Discount
FREE ESTIMATES
773-616-0979
redshaulingservice.com

Garages/Garage Doors

FAMILY KASTANOVA INC.
GARAGE DOOR SERVICES
Overhead Garage Doors
Electric Openers
Installation and Repairs
(773) 744-6101 (cell)
(630) 717-5329
www.familykastanovainc.com

Health & Fitness

Dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 400+ procedures. Real den-
tal insurance - not just a discount plan. Get your free
Information Kit with details! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP REPLACEMENT SUR-
GERY AND SUFFERED AN INFECTION between
2020 and the present time, you may be entitled to
compensation. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson
1-800-5635-5727

Home Services

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM
DAMAGE? You need a local expert provider that
proudly stands behind their work. Fast, free esti-
mate. Financing available. Call 833-640-4753 Have
zip code of property ready when calling!

Water damage cleanup & restoration: A small
amount of water can lead to major damage in your
home. Our trusted professionals do complete re-
pairs to protect your family and your home’s value!
Call 24/7: 1-833-887-0117. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

Janitorial

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rat-
ing COMMON AREAS CLEANING-
OFFICE CLEANING - CARPET
CLEANING + POWER WASHING -
SNOW REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Legal Notice

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to “An Act in
relation to the use of an Assumed Business Name
in the conduct or transaction of Business in the
State,” as amended, that a certificate was regis-
tered by the undersigned with the County Clerk of
Cook County. Registration Number M25000593 on
June 12, 2025. Under the Assumed Business Name
of POLYBRIDGE SOLUTIONS with the business
located at 2327 W. DICKENS AVE, CHICAGO, IL
60647

The true and real full name(s) and residence of the
owner(s)/partner(s) is:

Tammy Rucker, 2327 W. Dickens Ave., Chicago,
IL 60647, USA

Miscellaneous

Bath & shower updates in as little as 1 day! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 18 months! Lifetime
warranty & professional installs. Senior & military
discounts available. 1-877-543-9189

Become a published author. We want to read your
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & distribution. Call
for free author's guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Consumer Cellular - same reliable, nationwide cov-
erage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees free activation. All plans feature
unlimited talk & text, starting at just $20/mo. Call
1-877-751-0866

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB
Games! Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos
Stream on 20 devices at once. HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or higher.) No con-
tract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call
IVS 1-866-859-0405

Don't let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover
the ideal solution for anyone who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned about a fall or wants to regain
access to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today!
1-833-399-3595

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

Home break-ins take less than 60 seconds. Don't
wait! Protect your family, your home, your assets
now for as little as 70¢/day! 833-890-1262

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way
up. Credit cards. Medical bills. Car loans. Do you
have $10k or more in debt? Call National Debt
Relief and find out how to pay off your debt for sig-
nificantly less than what you owe! Free quote: Call
1-844-955-4930

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom
bath or shower in as little as one day. For a limited
time, waving all installation costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. Offer
ends 6/30/25. 1-844-501-3208

MobileHelp America’s premier mobile medical alert
system. Whether you're home or away. For safety
& peace of mind. No long term contracts! Free bro-
chure! Call 1-888-489-3936

No more cleaning gutters guaranteed! LeafFilter -
most advanced gutter protection, backed by a no-
clog guarantee & lifetime warranty. 833-610-1936 to
schedule free inspection & estimate. Get 20% off!
Seniors/military save extra 10%. Restrictions apply,
see rep for warranty & details

!IOLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER,
MARTIN, Etc. 1930's to 1980's. TOP DOLLAR
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a
free 5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase* Call
1-855-948-6176 today to schedule a free quote. It's
not just a generator. It's a power move.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 877-305-1535

Replace your roof w/the best looking & longest last-
ing material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles
& multiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time Offer up to 50% off install +
Additional 10% off install (military, health & 1st re-
sponders.) 1-833-370-1234

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring our free shower
package & $1600 off - limited time! Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

SunSetter. America’s number one awning! Instant
shade at the touch of a button. Transform your deck
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year limited
warranty. Call now and SAVE $350 today! 1-855-
914-1148

We buy houses for cash as is! No repairs. No fuss.
Any condition. Easy three step process: Call, get
cash offer & get paid. Get your fair cash offer today
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-844-877-5833

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancel-
lation Experts Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free info package &
learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive reviews. 833-308-1971

Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage at 1200 W. 35th St.,
773-247-3000, is opening lockers:
(3C3233) Harold Chapman,

(3F3613) Donna Ingersol,

(3D3303) Mark Jaroszewski,
(4C4244) Lelde Kalmite, (3F3538) Dayo Laoye,
(3E3425) Nicholette Phillips,
(3D3346) Jesse Reed, (1A2205) LaToya Shine,
and (4C4197) James Sochacki
for public sale of miscellaneous items.
This sale is to be held on Thursday,

June 26, 2025, at 2:00 pm. Cash only.

Sleeping Rooms
Cook County - Chicago

Nice room w/ stove, fridge
& bath. Near ALDI,
Walgreens, beach, Red
Line & buses. Elevator &
Laundry. $149/wk and up.
773-275-4442

BIG ROOM with stove,
fridge, bath & nice wood
floors. Near Red Line &
Buses. Elevator & Laundry,
Shopping. $139/wk.
773-561-4970

Clean room, refrigerator,
microwave, near Oak Park,
Food-For-Less, Walmart,
Walgreens, Laundry,
Buses and Metra.
$140.00 a week and up.
$595.00 a month and up.
773-637-5957

News tips?

Call 773-465-9700

Confidentiality guaranteed.

BATH REMODEL

SPECIAL OFFER
Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free

Installation.

CALL NOW
866.753.9521

Add'l terms apply. Offer subject to change
and vary by dealer. Expires 6/29/25.

—- — |
= Call today and recelve a

4‘0,#;
—' FREE SHOWER PACKAGE\\
= PLUS $1600 OFF

SAF&STEE’

WaAaLK-IN TuB

o 1-855-417-1306
With purchase of(a new Safe Step Walk-inTub. Not applicable with any previous

walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

GENERAC GENE

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not justa
generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*

- valued at $535.

Call 866-643-0438 to
schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
e

“Terms and Conditions apply.

“ERIEHOME.

Erie Rooflng Since 1976

LIM TIME OFFER

& FREE ESTIMATE-“ -
- 50% OFF

I SCHEDULETODAY!
Installation

Call1.833.370.1234
CALLTODAY!1.833.370.1234

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required.
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you
consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, emai, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and
service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL st or register. Please review
our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. Al rights reserved. License numbers available at
eriehome.com/erielicenses/

POLICE BEAT fromp. 6

trict Judge John J. Tharp, Jr. imposed the prison sentence during
a hearing in federal court in Chicago. Tharp also ordered Alvi to
pay more than $14.1 million in restitution and forfeit more than $8
million in cash, a 2021 Range Rover HSE, a 2022 Tesla X, and a 2021
Mercedes-Benz GLB250W4, all of which were previously seized by
law enforcement.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com

RED LINE fromp. 7

Orange Line in 1993.

“By opening these four stations that will be accessible to
customers with disabilities, we move closer to our goal of
having all of our CTA stations fully accessible,” said CTA
Acting President Nora Leerhsen.

The CTA plans to develop 10 blocks of open space
located under the tracks between Lawrence and Ardmore
avenues based on input from the community.

The open space design plans include a pedestrian trail,
dog parks, playground, fitness area, benches, and flexible-
use plaza space for community events. Construction is
expected to begin in 2026 and be completed in 2027.

SCHOOLS from p. 10

million of the district’s estimated $3.1 billion in needed
critical repairs. The DuSable building alone needs $21
million in urgent repairs.

Adding to the financial uncertainty at CPS is the Trump
administration’s threat to withhold federal funding from
districts such as Chicago that have maintained their diver-
sity, equity, and inclusion efforts.

Education policy researcher Chad Aldeman, the former
policy director of the Edunomics Lab at Georgetown Univ.,
said some closures or consolidations seem inevitable on
the heels of Chicago’s massive enrollment losses. If the
district doesn’t make a plan now — with community input
and help to ease the transition for students — it could find
itself scrambling later to reorganize in crisis mode.

“A lot of places that are closing schools are in financial
distress,” Aldeman said. “They are trying to save money

Deadline: 5pm Mondays

N NN N - - - 1
D = 4 I I O 0 L I
I LIQUIDATION |
SUPERIOR EY]EICAREH"1 | - Welder Generator I
SINCE 1987 + Drain Rodder
H H * Ridgid Threading Machine
Making Eyeglasses in 1 Hour | I : Riduia Threadi I
Free Eye Exam with Purchase I - Ridgia Prumbing Tools I
of a Complete Pair of Glasses | |773-81 8-0808| |
Eye Exam with 3 Month Supply | 101supplyok@gmail.com ||

of Acuvue Oasys sph $120
$ 773-525-1601
- m 2947 N. Broadway
NEW LOCATION!

1152 W. Diversey Parkway
WWW.SUPERIOREYECARECHICAGO.COM

REPAIRS

ROOFS * GUTTERS
CARPENTRY
WINDOWS
SIDING * DOORS

Call John:
(312) 301-9980

HOME IMPROVEMENT

RECYCLED - CHEAP
‘ EE N N - - .- ‘

TUCKPOINTING

ACCURATE
EXTERIOR
& MASONRY

Specializing in Tuckpointing
Chimneys, Brick Work, Lintel,
Parapet Walls, Parging,
City Violations & Roofing.
Rated “A” on Angie’s List
Licensed and Insured
Free Estimate

773-592-4535

(10S14A)

ark’s=

Tuckpointing &
Remodeling Co, Inc.
+ TUCKPOINTING - BRICKWORK
- MASONRY - CHIMNEY
+ MASONRY VIOLATIONS CORRECTED
« LINTEL REPLACEMENT
- ROOFING - PARAPET WALLS
* GUTTERS - SOFFIT/FASCIA

10% DISCOUNT
FREE ESTIMATES - INSURED

(773) 774-0444

www.MarksTuckpointing.com

Construction Services, Inc.

Home Remodeling:

Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Basements & Exteriors
Commercial Services:

Office Remodeling, Tenant Improvements,
Commercial Doors & more

847-361-6306

www.plconstructionservicesinc.com

TO ADVERTISE

Call 773-465-9700

VIST OUR SHOWROOM TODAY

ADVANCED WINDOW CORP.

AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN WINDOWS & DOORS
MANUFACTURING & SALES

ASS & SCREEN REPAIRS DONE FAS

4935 W. Le Moyne St., Chicago, IL 60651
773-379-3500 www.advancedwindow.com

G

rather than thinking holistically.”

Closing schools can also carry steep costs. In 2013, the
district spent big to add staff at schools that took in stu-
dents, spruce up those schools, and move furniture out of
the closed buildings.

Then there’s what to do with vacant buildings. The dis-
trict is still trying to sell 20 vacant schools from the 2013
closures, which it pays to maintain.

CTU leaders, who pushed to add thousands of new
school staff positions in recent contract talks, have long
advocated spending more to breathe new life into under-
enrolled schools — an invest-and-they’ll-come theory.

Potter, the CTU vice president, holds up Dyett High
School — which the district closed but later reopened af-
ter a CTU-supported hunger strike in protest — as an ex-
ample of a “phoenix rising from the ashes.” Its basketball
team won a state title this year. Though the school is still
at 58% capacity, enrollment has stabilized at roughly 500
students, a benchmark CPS has used to weigh whether a
high school is big enough.

“Why would you start with a question about consolida-
tions when you can start with a question about support?”’
he said.

But recent years have tested the power of added invest-
ments to boost enrollment.

In 2018, the district and teachers union jointly launched
an initiative to target 20 high-poverty campuses, including
Dyett, with an additional $500,000 a year. They’ve used
the money to partner with a local nonprofit to offer more
services for students and families.

Some of these schools have since reported parent and
student engagement gains. But with a few exceptions, they
have steadily lost enrollment since then, in some cases
dramatically.
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NEWS-STAR

Care for Real Executive Director Gregory Gross, center, officially opened the few facility at
5840 N. Broadway on June 22. Next to him are State Rep. Kelly Cassidy [14th], and State Sen.
Mike Simmons [7th], with Care for Real board members, staff and volunteers.

Photo by Joanne Kitsos

Care for Real’s new facility offers
more space, services

BY BOB KITSOS

“It’s a shared dream realized,” said Blair
Harvey, board chair of Care for Real; she
and other officials marked the official
opening of the new facility on June 22.
Care for Real, a nonprofit organization
dedicated to helping vulnerable neighbors
overcome food insecurity with dignity, is
now located at 5840 N. Broadway.

The facility, a former commercial office
property with over 13,000 square feet, is a
two-story building that is more than twice
the size of its former facility at 5339 N.
Sheridan Rd.

The new location features flexible space,
larger storage areas and pantry space, and
safer conditions for volunteers, clients and
staff foot traffic. In addition, there are ex-
panded storage areas for clothing, food and
personal care items as well as increased
capacity to store refrigerated and frozen
foods, ready-to-eat items and fresh pro-
duce.

The approximate $3 million building re-

hab includes designated gathering spaces
for programming for clients, group volun-
teer opportunities, pre-and post-distribu-
tion meetings and volunteer training. Other
additions are private meeting spaces for in-
dividualized client support, board and staff
meetings and client meetings with partner
agencies.

A dedicated parking lot on the south side
of the building means Care for Real will be
able to keep its delivery vans on-site and
drive right up to the building to unload,
according to Executive Director Gregory
Gross. Clients also will be able to line up
in the parking lot for distribution days rath-
er than congregating on the sidewalk off a
major road, as was necessary at its previ-
ous site on Sheridan Rd.

“We're just really excited about what this
will mean for our community, for Edgewa-
ter and for those we serve to have a per-
manent home for Care for Real right in the
heart of the neighborhood that will be ac-
cessible,” Gross said. “We can serve even
more folks with dignity and compassion.

“With IV Sedation,
| slept through
my whole dental

procedure!”,

LINCOLN PARK :
CENTER for DENTAL
ANESTHESIA -

Dr. Robert L Tentler, DDS

Diplomate of American
Society of Dentist
Anesthesiologist

Call or visit us today!

lincolnparkecda.com

Let us in introduce you
to the most comfortable
dental care. IV sedation
is ideal for:

With 35 years of experience

in Chicagoland, we're ready

to work with you in optimizing
your care and comfort.

»

Dental anxiety and fear

Aversion to needles and
the sound of the drill

Inability to get numb
Hypertensive gag reflex

Special needs (physical,
behavioral, cognitive)

Improved treatment efficiency

312-596-2200
2551 N. Clark Ste. 502 * Chicago, IL 60614

Man charged with shooting
at acquaintance in Rogers Park
was convicted of similar crime in 2016

BY CWBCHICAGO

A 3l-year-old North Side man, previous-
ly convicted of shooting at people on the
street in Rogers Park, faces new charges
after allegedly firing two shots at a man
exiting his apartment building, also in
Rogers Park. No injuries were reported in
either incident.

The latest shooting, captured on a door-
bell camera, has led to his detention pend-
ing trial for what a judge called a “volatile,
violent act.”

Prosecutors said it occurred at 2:30 p.m.
Feb. 22 in the 7000 block of N. Wolcott.
A 35-year-old man, about to leave his
apartment, saw a masked gunman point a
handgun at him and fire two rounds, which
missed.

The gunman then lowered his mask, re-
vealing his face to the victim, who alleg-
edly recognized him as Erik Varvodic, a
man he had known for eight years. Varvod-
ic fled the scene, but the victim’s doorbell
camera recorded the incident, providing
key evidence that led to Varvodic’s recent
arrest.

Judge Shauna Boliker detained Varvod-
ic, describing the act as “meant to horribly
injure or kill” the victim.

This is not Varvodic’s first encounter

with such charges.

In Sept. 2016, Chicago police officers pa-
trolling the 1300 block of W. Morse heard
a gunshot and saw two 20-year-old women
shouting that they had been shot at. The
women described the shooter and pointed
officers toward his escape route.

Officers found Varvodic nearby and al-
legedly saw a handgun sliding down the
inside of his right pants leg as he ran. They
caught Varvodic, recovered an unloaded
.38 Special from his pants leg, and found
bullets and a shell casing in his pocket, ac-
cording to a CPD report.

Varvodic allegedly admitted to shooting
at the women, saying they “were messing
with me,” and later claimed the shot was
meant for a man who was with the wom-
en.

He also allegedly asked an officer,
“Would it have been worse if I shot at them
more than once?”

Varvodic ultimately pleaded guilty to
aggravated discharge of a firearm toward
an occupied vehicle, receiving 24 months
of probation, which court records note he
completed “unsatisfactorily.”

He is now charged with aggravated dis-
charge of a firearm toward an occupied
building.

WERNER from p. 1

The location near public transit and its
inclusion of family-sized units hope to at-
tract families to the area.

The project also includes 5,062 square
feet of ground-floor retail space, with ef-
forts to retain existing businesses and
provide a boost to the area’s struggling
economy.

“This project helps development without

A new address.

e e

displacing long-term residents by address-
ing the increasing demand for family-sized
affordable units,” said Ald. Maria Hadden
[40th]. “It not only addresses the need for
affordable housing but also acts as a cata-
lyst for economic development in a part of
the ward that has seen historical disinvest-
ment.”

Construction is anticipated to start in
summer 2026, with the first residents mov-
ing in by mid-2027.

RETIRE IN THE CITY YOU LOVE!

No need to leave the north side of Chicago.
Find the maintenance-free apartment and active
lifestyle you want today at The Admiral at the Lake —

just steps from Foster Beach.
Plus, at our not-for-profit Life Plan

Community, on-site care is available
if your needs change in the future.

Need help now? We have immediate

availability in Assisted Living and
Memory Support.

Contact us today.
773-433-1801 | theadmiral.org
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