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Artist calls for help in finalizing plans

for new library installation, Story on page 20

Artist Chris Silva offered this work as a preliminary design for the new North-
town Library installation.

Beware of Zuckerbergs
bearing gifts
for Chicago kids

BY JIM VAIL

Facebook CEO Mark Zucker-
berg and his wife, physician Pris-
cilla Chan’s, philanthropic orga-
nization — recently announced a
$14 million grant to the Chicago
Public Schools (CPS) and LEAP
Innovations, to bring personal-
ized learning programs into 100
more Chicago schools.

The grant money will include
$10 million going to LEAP, a
Chicago-based ed tech incubator
that uses CPS students to test ed
tech software, and $4 million to
CPS to train teachers and prin-
cipals, purchase technology and
other classroom resources and
redesign classrooms to support
personalized learning.

Diversified learning is all the
rage in CPS when classrooms
are filled with students at many
different levels. What better way
than to introduce computer soft-
ware that allows the children to
advance at their own level.

However, opponents voiced
concern about privacy and what
data the tech companies will col-
lect on students without the par-
ents’ knowledge.

“There was already cause for
grave concern about threats to
student data protection, but this
grant announcement, just weeks
after Zuckerberg appeared in
front of Congress to testify about

Facebook’s treatment of personal
information in the Cambridge
Analytica scandal, highlights the
need for the Illinois General As-
sembly to act,” the parent advoca-
cy group Raise Your Hand (RYH)
stated in a press release.

There is currently a bill in the
state legislature that would, ac-

“As computer usage and
data collection increases
in public ed, parents
have the right to know
who is collecting, storing
and sharing what data
on their children, and
this bill will do that,”
RYH stated.

cording to RYH, be the first step
to “adequately protect the privacy
and security of public school stu-
dents’ personal data.”

“As computer usage and data
collection increases in public ed,
parents have the right to know
who is collecting, storing and
sharing what data on their chil-
dren, and this bill will do that,”
RYH stated.

RYH Action and the Parent Co-
alition for Student Privacy wrote
a student data transparency bill
entitled HB1295 that would re-
quire school districts in this state

BEWARE see p. 20

City officials estimates that the price of park land acquisition, clean up and build-outs between $160-$200 million for

the proposed 24-acre park on the east bank of the Chicago River in West Lincoln Park.

Plans for North Branch Park are fluid

Mix of new taxes and borrowing proposed
to raise funds for purchase and construction on east bank of river

Most Chicago residents know
that their city is broke, but three
North Side aldermen and one ur-
ban planner and designer have
now publicly produced a financ-
ing plan that would mix and match
a variety of funding sources that
they say could raise enough funds
to buy, clean up and develop some
of the hottest real estate in the city
and turn it into a real park on the
east bank of the Chicago River.

Ald. Michele Smith [43rd]
hosted a meeting June 27 at the
DePaul Univ. Student Union that
drew over 200 people - and over
100 more watching a live Face-
book feed -where she spelled out

their plans in detail. She pointed to
specific funding and taxing sourc-
es and explained in detail how as
much as $150 million could be
raised to purchase 24-acres of
property running from North Ave.
north to approximately Cortland
St. to build a signature park space
with athletic fields in space now
owned by a local metal scrapper
and other industrial sites.

Ald. Smith suggested that ap-
proximately 18 million square
feet of new and mixed use devel-
opment is envisioned along the
North Branch with population
projections that exceed 50,000
people within a few years.

But those at the meeting heard
Ald. Brian Hopkins [2nd] ques-
tion that kind of density and of-
fer up a firm commitment that a
proposed high-rise canyon wall
of high density high-rise develop-
ments on this same property “was
a non-starter.”

“Estimates place the price of
park land acquisition and build-
out between $160-$200 million,”
said Ald. Smith. “Estimates of the
infrastructure needs of our area
for traffic congestion with new
development on the west side of
the river are about $500 million.
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CTA adding hi-def cameras to Red Line
to help battle increase in crime

City encouraging outsiders
tojoin ininitiative to
merge all security cameras

Chicago police this Sum-
mer have taken to herding large
hoards of trouble-making youths
toward the CTA Red Line stations
downtown when their numbers
grow too large, then instructing
the CTA to run waiting trains
non-stop to stations south of the
35th St. Station.

With stats showing that crime
and violence has been increasing
on CTA property for the last three
years, the CTA is adding more
security cameras to try and stem
criminal activity along the Red
Line on the North Side.

Now fifty new high-definition
surveillance cameras are being
installed and operated along the
CTA and they claim that those
cameras will be monitored 24
hours a day, 365 days a year by
Chicago police officers.

The new additional cameras
are already up along the Red Line

stations at Clark and Division,
Chicago and State, and Grand
and State.

The plan is part of a new part-
nership between the City of
Chicago’s public safety depart-
ments and downtown-area civic
organizations who are seeking
to strengthen the response, res-
cue and recovery efforts of first
responders who at times are
overwhelmed by the large mobs
of youthful offenders that some-
times descend on the Near North
Side and Downtown, many arriv-
ing via Red Line CTA trains.

To this end, the Chicago Police
Dept. (CPD), Chicago Fire Dept.
and Chicago Office of Emergen-
cy Management and Communica-
tions have joined forces to ensure
what they claim will be “the high-
est level of preparedness for busi-
nesses, universities, institutions
and other properties through their
participation in Chicago’s Public
and Private Partnership (CP3) ini-
tiative.”

The City has reached out to
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property managers and security
staff to join the CP3 portal, en-
courage suspicious activity re-
porting and inform them about
connecting with the City’s feder-
ated camera network. While the
primary focus has been proper-
ties located Downtown and in
the Central Business District, the
public safety departments were
also joined by representatives
from the Dept. of Buildings and
Business Affairs and Consumer
Protection to conduct outreach in
the 19th District in advance of the
various Pride Month celebrations,
which over the last few years have
become quiet violent.

The CP3 portal is a centralized
platform for the private sector and
first responders to communicate
critical information to increase
the domain awareness of first re-
sponders across all City agencies
with the goal of saving time, life
and property during an emergen-
cy incident or mob action.

CAMERAS see p. 20
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We all scream for ice cream

By Thomas J. O‘Gorman

Are you an ice cream eat-
er? What’s your favorite flavor?

Are you persnickety about
what’s in your ice cream? Natu-
ral organic ingredients? Or will
you eat anything cold, sweet and
creamy?

In Chicago, if you have South
Side roots, ice cream automatical-
ly screams “Rainbow.” They’ve
been dishing out cones stuffed
with their five distinct flavors
at 92nd and Western Ave. since
1926. Orange sherbet, pistachio,
Palmer House (New York va-
nilla with cherries and walnuts),
strawberry and chocolate. (How
do they get the ice cream to stay
in the cone?)

You can’t really explain the
taste to people, you just have to
eat one.

I went through an anti-pista-
chio phase back in the late 1950s.
But I grew out of it. As long as
I can remember, whenever the
O’Gormans got in our car, we
began begging our parents to
“please, please, stop at Rainbow”
in Beverly. No matter what di-
rection we were going. Even our
grandmothers would chime in,
they were ice cream lovers too.

That’s the thing about ice
cream, it makes addicts of us all.
Long lines down Western Ave. at

Rainbow are historically a normal
occurrence.

If you’re from the North Shore,
ice cream instantly means Hom-
er’s, in Wilmette. It’s a right of
passage since 1935. Homer’s
fans are obsessed with it, like the
characters in their namesake’s
“Odyssey” trawling the sea for a
way back home. There are people
who buy their peach ice cream
at Homer’s in five gallon tubs.
Same with Homer’s peppermint,
it’s off the charts too. Amazingly,
some swanky Chicago restaurants
are starting to serve Homer’s for
dessert. Erie Cafe is now dishing
it out. Greek Islands too. Though
they aren’t really blending cul-
tures when they serve Homer’s
dark chocolate ice cream since
Homer’s was founded 80 years
ago by Gus Poulos, a Greek im-
migrant, when they opened their
doors at 1237 Green Bay Rd.

Margie’s Candies (1960 N.
Western Ave. and 1813 W. Mon-
trose) is another famous Chicago
ice cream parlor also begun by
a Greek immigrant named Peter
George Poulos. When he opened
their doors in 1921 making home-
made luxury chocolates, that they
still produce, his coveted home-
made ice cream was born.

Margie’s, with their classic
fountain sundaes, is said to have
been a favorite of Chicago mob
boss Al Capone.

Margie’s has survived layers of
change and urban renewal around
its location near Milwaukee and
Western. Today it flourishes bol-
stered with a steady stream of past
generations of faithful customers,
as well as new hipsters, all bound
by the quality of their ice cream.

After the Beatles’ historic
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In a story that is now legend,
in 1941, Jack Morgan of Cock
and Bull Ginger Beer was
sitting with John G. Martin

of Hublein and Rudolph Kunett,
the President of Smirnoff.
They were experimenting,
putting their heads together
on the invention of a new
cocktail. Ultimately they added
Smirnoff Vodka to Ginger Beer
on crushed ice with o healthy
squeeze of fresh lime.
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concert in Comiskey Park, Aug.
20, 1965, Paul, John, Ringo and
George made their way to Mar-
gie’s for some ice cream treats,
further gilding the shop’s golden
reputation.

When the O’Gorman Family
drove off on their transcontinental
vacations in our youth, our father
always calibrated our daily mile-
age as the distance between great
spots to break the days’ journey
for lunch and for multiple beer
breaks. That’s when we also got
our oars in the water for ice cream
stops at the many small town
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Rexal Drug Store soda fountains
that were linked from sea to shin-
ing sea. Floats, sundaes and malts
were always at the top of the list.
Ice cream breaks were touted as
a great way to get grandma to
cool off after a day in the car.

Howard Johnson’s and its or-
ange roof was another place
where you could always count on
good ice cream. They advertised
something like 30 flavors. And
there was always another one on
down the highway.

It’s amazing to chart the many
incarnations of the quality ice
cream shops in our city. Many
started by hard working Greek
Chicagoans. Each neighborhood
seems to have had their own
classic ice cream parlor where
families and young people would
gather for shockingly fantastic
creations.

Chris Callas’ Fountain anchored
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Margie’s Candies, 1960 N. Western Ave.

the corner of 55th and Halsted
St. on the South Side. Cupid Can-
dies on West 63rd St. was another
vision in the rear view mirror of
my youth... pure luxury. Melody
Lane on West 87th St. flourished
in the 1960s and 1970s with ex-
traordinary ice cream creations.
Their “Tornado,” named to honor
the cyclone that swept through
the neighborhood in the 1960s,
was the top of the line creation
to share on the menu. It was huge
and priced at $25. A small fortune
back then.

Local soda fountains across
Chicago set in motion for many
their personal tastes for classi-
cally made ice creams. And in
the era before air-conditioning,
ice cream was as chilled as you
could get.

Of course with the resurgence
of good food appreciation, ice
cream has once again gained the
high value and social grandeur
that it once could only dream of.
Good ice cream is not hard to find,
many high-end ice cream vendors
have opened all around town.

It remains the choice of sophis-
ticated dessert lovers everywhere,
but there is more to the story.

Ice cream has anchored a huge
portion of life in America. Not
merely its taste, but even more
importantly its ability to recali-
brate us and energize us in count-
less episodic ways. Ice cream’s
ability to cool us down in the heat
of summer is a perfect metaphor
for the way in which we have
been soothed by the presence of
ice cream. More than nourish-
ment, more than indulgence.

My parents cherished a good
Brandy Alexander, the old fash-
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ioned cocktail. In Chicago there
is none better that at the Drake
Hotel’s Coq d’Or where they are
so thick from sweet ice cream
you can hardly sip them through
the straw. The same goes for Gib-
son’s Steakhouse.

There has been an explosion in
popularity of Italian ice creams
and gelatos. Traditionally gelatos
are made with the strategic addi-
tion of eggs to the recipe. Eggs
enrich the final product and help
it maintain a more creamy con-
sistency. Black Dog Gelato at
859 N. Damen is among the best
in Chicago. Out of an unassum-
ing storefront creamy Italian ice
cream to rival anything you’ve
eaten in Europe is at hand. Often
a long line of customers snakes
down the street, especially on
warm, summer nights.

In so many ways ice cream is
really a gift from history. We have
the Chinese to thank for originat-
ing ice cream before the time of
Christ. Over the next centuries it
seeped its way across the borders
of the silk road and wiggled its
way into the royal courts of Eu-
rope.

ICE CREAM seep. 6
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Hey Rogers Parkers, this one’s for you

Heart of the ‘Hood
By Felicia Dechter

Have you seen
this cherished ring?

At around 10 a.m. on June
25, Rogers Parker Paige James
was dragging a large piece of
driftwood out of Lake Michigan
when her late mother’s black
onyx, Fairleigh Dickinson U. ring
slipped off her finger, and disap-
peared into the water.

“I spent the next six hours al-
ternately sitting and looking into
the murky water,” said James, a
more than three decade resident
of the neighborhood. “This was
by the metal jetty between Lunt
and Pratt beaches. I've been
wearing it since she passed away
in April, and obviously am pretty
devastated I lost it this way.”

James was raised out East and
was lucky enough to spend her
summers on a tiny barrier island
off the South Jersey coast. “So
when I moved here to Chicago,
living near Lake Michigan and
being able to spend time at the
water’s edge was very important
to me and still is,” she said.

Her mom, Roberta “Bobbe”
Persak, died about 10 weeks ago,
and not surprisingly, James is still
grieving her loss.

“So taking a morning and
evening walk have been a great
source of consolation to me, as
has just sitting by the water’s
edge,” said James. “Mom was 94
when she died. She and my dad
-- still with us -- lived in a Quaker
elder’s community outside Phila-
delphia in the Brandywine River
Valley.

“Mom died a natural death,
with my dad and I at her side,”
said James. “She always loved
this ring -- I think at least in part
because she was the first in her
family to ever attend and gradu-
ate from college.”

James loved the ring so much
because her mother loved it, but
also because she liked the way
it looked. “One of my daughters
also always loved this particular
ring and was going to have it after
I die some day,” she said.

“So, that’s my sad story,” said
James. “But I just want to note
while I consider this a great per-
sonal loss, I feel in many ways
very blessed and fortunate. It’s
not the end of the world,” she
said. “But if the lake ever gives it
back, I’d be overjoyed.”

If anyone out there finds
this ring, please contact me at
write12@comcast.net.

Simply the best... Last week’s
Best of Rogers Park event
brought together members of
the community to celebrate the
25th anniversary of Rogers Park

Sandi Price highlighted success-
es from the past year, including
how local businesses benefited
from additional media attention
during Loyola Ramblers mania.
Price talked about the commu-
nity’s great input and response
to the Vision Clark Street master
plan, a strategic plan for the Clark
St. business corridor. She also
outlined the 25-year history of
RPBA in the neighborhood, and
how much the nonprofit chamber
has grown.

Price then introduced WBEZ’s
“The Morning Shift” host Tony
Sarabia, who talked about leaving
the station at the end of the year to
move to Iowa. He spoke about the
sense of nostalgia he experiences
in Rogers Park — which reminds
him of his childhood in Pilsen.
Sarabia also commented on the
fact that the Rogers Park commu-

“If the lake ever
gives it back,
I’d be overjoyed,”
said Paige James.

Paige James hopes someone will
find her mother’s Fairleigh Dickin-
son U. ring.

nity is so diverse and inclusive.
The business alliance then
honored the following awardees
at the event: Capital Investment
Award - Archie’s Café; Business
Leadership Award - The Fac-
tory Theater; Community Partner
Award - R Public House; Friend
of Rogers Park Award - Wintrust
Rogers Park; President’s Award -
Dorothy Milne; Volunteer of the
Year Award - Leather 64Ten.

R. Public House receives the Communlty Partner Award at the Best of Rog-
ers Park 25th Anniversary Celebration. Pictured are RPBA board vice presi-
dent Anthony Mesok, R. Public House’s Sandra Carter and Renee Labrana,
and Rogers Park Business Alliance executive director Sandi Price.

Photo by Yvette Marie Dostatni

Finally, Ald. Joe Moore [49th]
spoke about how Rogers Park
holds on to its values and thanked
the award winners for their dedi-
cation and impact on the neigh-
borhood.

Congrats and thanks to all that
make our community a better
place.

Memory Lane... did you grow
up between Sheridan Rd. and
Kedzie Ave. north of Granville?
If so, you may want to consider
going to Max and Benny’s Rog-
ers Park/West Rogers Park night,
from 5 to 8 p.m. July 18. Max and
Benny’s, 461 Waukegan Rd. in
Northbrook, will prepare a spe-
cial menu that night that’ll surely
bring back fond memories of
Ashkenaz, Sally’s and other fave
restaurants from the old "hood.

“People can pre-register by
emailing me at richardreeder34@
gmail.com and give me the names
of the attendees,” said organizer
Richard Reeder, (Rogers ’59,
Mather ’63). “I will register them
and they will get a confirmation.

“We will feature a special
menu highlighting some of the
food items from those memorable
old neighborhood eateries,” said
Reeder. “The historical society
will be there selling books about

the neighborhood. The aura of the
old neighborhood will be recre-
ated that night.

Just an FYI: Reeder has written
a book called, “1001 Train Rides
in Chicago.” Can’t wait to read it.

Landlord settles... a Rogers
Park fair housing program fight-
ing housing discrimination on
Chicago’s North Side settles two
disputes in as many months.

Last week, Bil-Mar Property
Management agreed to pay over
$3000 to potential tenant Tymikee
Brown in order to settle a housing
discrimination complaint. The
complaint alleged that Brown and
her young daughter were treated
differently when they attempt-
ed to use their CHA “Housing
Choice Voucher” to find a nicer
apartment in Rogers Park.

Some people refer to “Housing
Choice Vouchers” as “Section 8
Vouchers.” The company is not
admitting their guilt or innocence
in settling the complaint, but is
one of many accused of allegedly
turning away or discouraging the
applications of users of public
rent subsidies. Chicago and Cook
County both have fair housing
protections for source of income,
obliging landlords to equally con-
sider any legal, verifiable source

of income including public rent
subsidies.

“This is really getting out of
hand. Nobody goes by the law of
housing but they make up their
own laws. And that’s unfair,” said
Brown.

Some providers are suspected
of purely discriminating against
people with rent vouchers, and
some providers are accused of al-
legedly treating voucher holders
differently because of their race
or disability.

These families were helped by
the Northside Fair Housing Initia-
tive, a project of Northside Com-
munity Resources funded by the
Dept. of Housing & Urban Devel-
opment.

“Everyday, we hear stories
that seem to indicate a blatant
disregard for laws against hous-
ing discrimination on Chicago’s
Northside. We are here to shine
a light on fair housing law viola-
tions until we have a North Side
where all feel welcome,” said
Courtney Kimble, of Northside
Community Resources. Housing
discrimination complaints can be
reported to the program by calling
773-338-7722 x 13.
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Summer Nights
returns to
Edgewater

July 11

Join the Edgewater His-
torical Society and other
neighbors for free, family
and pet-friendly live musi-
cal performances 6 p.m. to 8
p-m. every Wednesday, in the
garden behind the museum,
5258 N. Ashland Ave., from
July 11 through Aug. 29.

The museum will be open
during performances, and re-
freshments will be provided.

For more information call
773-506-4849.

The Home Front
By Don DeBat

Housing costs rising
faster than income

With more and more Millen-

nials renting, is the American

Dream of homeownership fading
into the sands of time?

The Great Recession and so-
cietal shifts—such as declining
marriage and fertility rates—have
depressed homeownership levels
among young adults, housing ad-
vocates say.

However, the biggest barrier
keeping young prospective buy-
ers on the fence has been that
housing costs are rising faster
than incomes, according to new
research from Freddie Mac.

The study examined economic
and demographic trends from
2000 to 2016 to identify the
causes behind the 8% decrease in
the homeownership rate among
young adults under age 35. U.S.
homeownership’s peak hit 69.1%
in 2002. It currently is 64.2%.

Freddie Mac research revealed
that higher rents and home prices
are the primary reason for the

Fishing for kids
at West Ridge

Nature Preserve

The West Ridge Nature
Preserve offers many ways
for you and your kids to en-
joy nature at Ardmore and
Western.

A series of Kids Fishing
Clinics will be held there on
Wednesdays, July 11 and 25,
Saturday, July 21 and Sun-
day, July 29.

The pond has been stocked
with native fish, including
a bluegill/sunfish hybrid.
Youths will receive the use
of fishing rods and reels,
provided by the Dept. of
Natural Resources. Bait and
instruction are compliments
of trained volunteers.

decline in young homeowners

(49%), followed by lower mar-
riage and fertility rates (22%),
and a likely combination of stu-
dent debt, a preference towards
renting, borrowing constraints
and other factors (13%).

Other factors in the decline of
homeownership are a younger,
more racially diverse population
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(12%), and the increased migra-
tion to more densely-populated
metro areas, which tend to be
more expensive (11%).

“Historically low mortgage
rates and increasingly favorable
employment conditions should
have generated a far greater num-
ber of home purchases by young
adults, especially in the last five
years,” noted Sam Khater, Fred-
die Mac’s chief economist.

“Unfortunately, =~ home-price
and rent growth above incomes —
driven primarily by a severe
shortage of housing supply—
have been too high of a hurdle for
many would-be buyers to clear,”
Khater said.

“At a time when rising home
values continue to build hous-
ing wealth for most homeown-
ers, these weaker affordability
conditions have led to a missed
opportunity for the interested
young buyers who are unfortu-
nately priced out of the market,”
he said.

The research also looked ahead
to 2025 to estimate the homeown-
ership rate among two age groups:
those ages 25 to 34 in 2016, and
those who will be of that age sev-
en years from now.

Under the baseline scenario,

Freddie Mac estimates that ho-
meownership rates in 2025 will
increase for both groups as they
age, but still remain below the
historical average for their re-
spective age groups.

The biggest barrier
keeping young
prospective buyers on
the fence has been that
housing costs are rising
faster than incomes.

“Demographics, housing pref-
erences and economic conditions
will all play a role in the direc-
tion of homeownership in coming
years,” Khater predicted. “If eco-
nomic conditions improve, and
incomes and entry-level housing
supply increase in a meaningful
way, homeownership rates for to-
day and tomorrow’s young adults
could exceed our current projec-
tions.”

Here are the highlights of the
Freddie Mac homeownership
study:

* The home price-to-income
ratio has increased substantially
since 2000, depressing homeown-
ership. The ratio has grown more

3110 N. Sheridan Rd., Unit 802

3500 N. Lake Shore Drive, Unit 15D

3200 N. Lake Shore Drive, Unit 410

Treetop views from ALL east-facing windows. This split 2BR/2BTH floorplan over-
looks Belmont Harbor from every room with custom built-ins throughout.

Granite kitchen counters, brand new carpeting.

Corner 1 bedroom with In-Unit Washer/Dryer, Updated kitchen with Breakfast Bar,
Granite Counters, Tons of Cabinets, Under-mount sink, Stainless Steel Appliances.
Bathroom also updated with Ceramic Tile. Laminate Flooring throughout Living
Space. Heated Garage parking space Included.

Elegant 1920’s Co-Op waiting for further Restoration. This 2 bedroom + Den, 2 Full
Bathrooms preferred unit has both East & West Exposures with outstanding Lake
views. Wide Gallery Entry, leads you to Large Living Room with beautiful decorative
Fireplace, Spacious Formal Dining Room. Space Pac A/C , and In-Unit Washer/Dryer
Hookups.

Michael F. Parish, Broker
773.770.7002 (=}
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for young adults than the overall
population, and even more so for
young adults living in metro ar-
eas.

* Around 700,000 young adults
did not buy a home between 2000
and 2016 because of increases in
inflation-adjusted home prices
and rents.

e Homeownership rates for
younger age groups fell steeply
after the financial crisis, and this
lag is likely to persist through
2025.

The homeownership rate for
young adults (ages 25 to 34 in
2016) is due to rise as they age,
but that increase varies. By 2025
Freddie Mac projects:

* Under a baseline scenario,
the homeownership rate of young
adults rises to 58.1%.

* Under an optimistic scenario,
the homeownership rate could rise
as high as 60%—1.9 percentage
points more than the baseline.

* In a pessimistic scenario,
the homeownership rate only in-
creases to 55.9% —2.2 percentage
points less than baseline.

* For those who will be 25 to
34 years old in 2025, the hom-
eownership rate is forecast to be
36.6%.

Additional economic and de-
mographic factors also impact ho-
meownership rates among young
adults, including:

* Those self-employed are 5%
more likely to become a hom-
eowner than those who work for
an employer.

* Living in a metropolitan sta-
tistical area (MSA)—where em-
ployment opportunities and ame-
nities abound—results in a 5%
less chance of becoming a home-
owner versus those living outside
metro areas.

* Those foreign-born are 11%
less likely to become a home-
owner, but the effect fades away
as the number of years resided in
the United States increases.

* Living in a multigenerational
household results in being 5%
more likely to become a hom-
eowner.

For more housing news, visit
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat
is co-author of “Escaping Condo
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide
for condominium living. Visit
www.escapingcondojail .com.
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Through many decades of challenges,
newspapers remain strong voice
for information, democracy

BY TARA MCCLELLAN
MCANDREW
For the Illinois Press Assoc.

Like so much in Illinois, the
origins of its newspapers were
tied to politics and patronage.

This land was a wild, largely
unpopulated, western territory
when its first newspaper sprang
up - the single-sheet Illinois
Herald, published in 1814 in
Kaskaskia. Its proprietor landed
the job of printing territorial and
national business through his
friend, the territorial governor,
according to the July 1918 Jour-
nal of the Illinois State Historical
Society.

Some early newspapers were
created to support or oppose a

Mildred Callarman, W.G. McCloskey, Ruth Schnepp, Walter H.
Henkes and an unknown man work in The lllinois State Register
(Springfield) advertising department in 1936. The lllinois State Reg-
ister and The lllinois State-Journal (Springfield) merged in 1974 to
create what is now the daily State Journal-Register.

Chicago’s papers were deci-
mated in 1871 by the city’s Great
Fire. Within two days, all of the
major dailies were in business
again, according to the Illinois
Newspapers Project. Others were
gone forever.

Illinois’ newspapers  were
thriving and diversifying in
1880. The state had about 1,000
newspapers, with at least one in
every county. Special interest
papers were increasing. In 1899,
Chicago was home to a newspa-
per for African-Americans, the
Broad-Ax. More women, such as
Myra Bradwell, were in the field.
She had started the successful
Chicago Legal News in 1868.

In 1902, the University of II-
linois Urbana-Champaign began

political candidate or issue, like
the anti-slavery Edwardsville Advocate.
Illinois newspapers remained political for
decades in the 1800s, according to the
ISHS Journal.

Publications faced many challenges: bad
transportation, unreliable mail delivery
and a lack of subscribers. As more settlers
came to [llinois in the middle 1800s and
transportation improved,

newspapers fared better. The advent of
railroads precipitated a newspaper boom.

Technological improvements such as the
telegraph helped, too. So did wood-pulp,
which made paper more economical. A

lot of weeklies became dailies and foreign
language newspapers arose for immigrant
communities.

By the Civil War, Illinois had almost
300 newspapers, according to the Illinois
Newspaper Project. While the war in-
creased the desire for news, it brought cen-
sorship. Government restricted news sent
by telegram and shut down newspapers for
not supporting the war. This included the
Chicago Times and the Jonesboro Gazette,
according to the Abraham Lincoln Class-
room online and the website of the Ga-
zette’s successor, the Gazette-Democrat.
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offering journalism classes, part-
ly in response to a call for more profession-
alism in media. Twenty-five years later, it
opened a journalism school.

Radio brought a new threat, so did the
stock market crash of 1929 and the Depres-
sion. As World War II raged, newspapers
cashed in old machines and other scrap
metal for the war effort. Editors and pub-
lishers had to comply, once again, with
military censorship, and a plea from the
governor. According to the Illinois Press
Association’s publication from February-
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Summer meals program

The Summer Food Service Program is
designed to ensure children receive nutri-
tious meals over summer break. At Chi-
cago Public Schools [CPS], all summer
meal programs provide free meals inside
the school to students attending summer
programs as well as all children ages 1 -18
years old in the community (children do
not have to be CPS students).

Free breakfast and lunch are available
while summer programs occur. Program
duration and meal time varies per meal
site. To verify times and locations of CPS
programs or to find a site near you, call the
Illinois Hunger Hotline at 800-359-2163.

In addition to summer meals served in-
doors, CPS also offers meals at outdoor
school locations throughout the entire
summer through the LunchStop program.
Meals are available even beyond summer
school programs. The LunchStop summer
meal program provides free, healthy meals
across Chicago to all children ages 1 - 18
years.

For more information visit www.cps.
edu/summermeals.
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One of the very first mentions
of ice cream in Western Europe
came in 1672 when it was served
to England’s King Charles II.
Surely his guests screamed.

Of course, it was a favorite at
the court of Louis XIV at Ver-
sailles, as it had been decades
earlier when Catherine de Medici
was a French Queen. In the New
World, mention of ice cream is
made in a letter of 1744 describ-
ing a dinner in the home of Mary-
land’s governor William Bladen
who served it to his guests. Just
30 years later, Philip Lazio, a
milk producer in Boston, adver-
tised that ice cream was “avail-
able almost everyday.” Ice cream
was well-known to George Wash-
ington who produced it at home.
And Dolly Madison who served it
at the White House.

In 1943, the U.S. Armed Forc-
es became the world’s largest ice
cream manufacturer, when it pro-
duced 80 million gallons per year
for our American troops.

Americans’ love of ice cream
tells us something deep rooted and
well-balanced about the people of

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS
1

Deborah Gershbein, president, Streeterville Organization of Active Resi-
dents; Marc Schulman, Eli’s; Terry de Guzman, chief operating officer, Mu-
seum of Contemporary Art; Alderman Brian Hopkins (2nd Ward) and his
mother, Barbara, and Maureen Schulman of Eli’s Cheesecake.

Photo by Sean Kennedy Photography

Hello Kim Jung Un!

It is possible to put our trust
in the goodness that is ice cream
and the delight it can unleash.
And its natural ability to cool-off

our Republic. I
take comfort in
that, especially
in these days
of fake news
and oppressive
political nin-
compoopery
of low level
political intel-
ligence  both
on the right
and on the left.
While push-
ing  through

the worst hot
\ head! I've
been reading
the American
writer Thorn-
ton Wilder re-
cently and dis-
covered him
to be an ice
cream  man.
He wrote in
his 1942 hit
‘Skin of Our
; Teeth,” “My
advice to you

the shame and Hazel Barr

is not to in-

distortion that
is now ripe on the land, we can
still take comfort in our common
love for ice cream. It still has the
power to soften hearts and shat-
ter tongues while generating fresh
possibilities in the worst of times.

BRUNCH

Sloww
10AM-3PM!

5739 N RAVENSWOOD |

773-561-7433 |

quire why or
whither but just enjoy your ice
cream while it’s on your plate.”
REMEMBERING HAZEL:
There was no one like Hazel
Barr. Her death this past week re-
moves the blithest of spirits from

I]INNER

3PM 3AM|

FIRESIDECHICAGO.COM

the Chicago social scene. Long
and lanky, her fashion model good
looks and her boarding school
pedigree put her at the vanguard
of a life of generous service, so-
cial significance and elastic hu-
manitarian leadership. She was
tough and loving, glamorous and
chic, but always ready to rally the
troops of privileged achievement
on behalf of those in need. Her
Service Club leadership and or-

Janet Owens at the helm with Roger Owens, cousins Susan Hand and Jane
Maxwell, niece Caitlin McCarthy and Peggy Snorf.

Parish and across the palm-lined
streets of town from her re-sale
shop to the Sail Fish Club. She
was the dearest of souls, a Sacred
Heart girl (Sheridan Rd.) who
cherished Mother Regan, RSCJ,
and all the old girls. Famous for
always concealing a small flask
of luscious cassis in her purse,
she was at the ready to turn white
wine into a Kir. The world was
a kinder place through Margo’s
presence. Filled with the sophis-
ticated fragrance of Rock Garden
by Caron. Her sister, Betty Stoll
Groth, survives her.

BUNCH OF CARROTS: With
the recent passing of her mother,
is a well-known, aging debutante
suddenly wearing some big jew-
elry? Word is she’s wearing what
does not actually belong to her. At
least according to mama’s will.
Seems she’s got the rest of the
family in a fury.

FASHION AT THE PENIN-
SULA: Co-chairs: Jean Anto-

ganization will
remain a monu-
ment to her com-
passion. But it is
for a thousand
kindnesses and
luncheon laughs
that she will be
most missed.
Plus her trea-
sured unguarded
word. Hilarious
observation. Dry
nonchalance. All

Bobbi Panter and Vonita Reescer.

niou, Yvette
Cusack, and
Sharyl Mack-
ey with pro-
ducer Tracey
T. DiBuono.
The Service
Club of Chi-
cago hosts their
‘Annual  Day
on the Terrace.’
The highlight
of the event is a

wedded to her sense of classic
style and measured elegance. She
really did walk in beauty, as the
poets say. Treasuring her friends
and the amusement that her long
life provided. She will be mourn-
ed and missed and remembered
well. “Adieu cheri.”

STREETERVILLE ORGA-
NIZATION: Grand Opening Day
for the fourth season of the SOAR
Farmers Market at the MCA Pla-
za, was held on June 19. It began
with a live broadcast on WBEZ’s
“Morning Shift” and culminated
with the traditions of ribbon-cut-
ting and complimentary slices of
Eli’s Cheesecake -- with straw-
berries on top, straight from local
farmers. The market continues
every Tuesday from 7 a.m. to 2
p-m., through Oct. 30. Don’t miss
Gayle’s Grilled Cheese, it could
easily be the best grilled cheese
you will ever have.

PALM BEACH PASSING:
Margo Stoll Crawford died last
week. She was a Gold Coast Girl
of classic beauty whose prime
placed her at the center of Chi-
cago social ascendency and re-
fined neighborhood popularity.
After a sunny Bellevue PI. youth,
she married yachtsman Edward
Crawford, raising their family in
Palm Beach. She was famous there
for sailing, water sport, backgam-
mon, entertaining and generous
hands-on charity at St. Edward’s

runway fashion
show with the chicest models in
town. Monday, July 30, 11 a.m. at
the Peninsula Chicago.
DIPLOMATIC PRINCESS:
After a long career in the Danish
Foreign Service, Princess Eliza-
beth of Denmark, 83, a well re-
garded diplomat, died last week.
She was a
first cousin to
Queen Mar-
grethe II

and Bobbi Panter at the Chica-
go Lighthouse Gala at the Four
Seasons looking beyond fabu-
lous... Peter Rooney (Stealers’
Family) and JWilliam Curran
(Salvadorian Consul) with Sen.
George Mitchell (D. Maine) at
the American Ireland Fund Gala
at Adair Manor... Eric Zorn at
the Indiana Fiddlers’ gathering in
Battle Ground, IN... Stephanie
and Jeffrey Emerich remind-
ing us all of how timeless Frog-
gy’s French Cafe in Highwood
remains... catching the superb
weekend weather on the lake, Ja-
net and Roger Owens sailed the
blue beauty with cousins Susan
Hand and Jane Maxwell, niece
Caitlin McCarthy and BFF Peg-
gy Snorf.

STARS AND STRIPES FOR-
EVER: Doing their patriotic
thing and stressing the importance
of good eyewear Gibson’s Kathy
O’Malley Piccone, Mary Lasky,
Yolanda Stemer, Stacie Mc-
Clane, and Veronica Fulgenzi
Siegal wave the flag like Betsy
Ross at Truck’s.

ART INSTITUTE OF CHI-
CAGO: Georg Jensen’s mag-
nificent silver tableware earned
him an international reputation
in the early 20th century, and his
company’s signature style made
Scandinavian design a staple in
the modern home. To learn more,
stop by Georg Jensen: Scandina-
vian Design for Living—the first
major American presentation of
Jensen tableware and products for
the home. On exhibit now at the
Art Institute of Chicago.

A NEW BLUES TWIST:
Black Ensemble Theater, 4450 N.
Clark St., performs “Rick Stone:
The Blues Man,” written and di-
rected by Black Ensemble Theater
Founder and
CEO Jackie
Taylor, one
of Chicago’s

of Denmark true trea-
and her sis- sures.
ters, Queen The show
Ann Marie runs July 14
of Greece — Aug. 26.
and Princess GET THE
Benedikte. PADDLES:
Twice she Shoppers
served at in a Gold
gl eb Dams.h Gibson’s Kathy O’Malley Piccone, Mary Coast  gro-
Mbassy M | asky, Yolanda Stemer, Stacie McClane, €€y — swear
Washington  ang veronica Fulgenzi Siegal. that  they
DC, where saw two of

she was popular, as well as at
the United Nations in Geneva.
Known as Denmark’s oldest spin-
ster, she never married, but lived
for decades with her love, Claus
Hermansen, the Danish film-
maker beside whom she has been
buried.

WHO’S WHERE? Hec-
tor Gustavo Cardenas head-
ing to warm and sunny Tulum
in Quintana Roo with Marius
Morkvenus (I had to look it up
on the map)... Vonita Reescer

their neighbors, married to other
people, getting intimate near the
cereal section of the store. Either
that or someone was having an
emergency physical exam in the
corner of the shop.

America... it is the only
place where miracles not only
happen, but where they happen
all the time. - Thomas Wolfe

togS15@gmail.com
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R, ASONSOF ENJOYMENT

Much of the property pictured here as recreational space is owned now by a metal scrapper may go on the market

very soon, says Ald. Michele Smith.

PLANS fromp. 1

While these are big numbers, they
pale in comparison to the overall
figures for this looming develop-
ment figures which exceed $5 -
$6 Billion.”

If the aldermen, Mayor’s Office
and local parks activists are able
to pull this off it will certainly be
a strong legacy for generations
to come and create what might
easily become one of the most
beloved waterfront recreational
parks in the city not located on
the lakefront.

Oh ya, and the group has to
move quickly too, as the property
owned by the metal scrapper may

If the aldermen, Mayor’s
Office and local parks
activists are able to pull
this off it will certainly
be a strong legacy for
generations to come
and create what might
easily become one of the
most beloved waterfront
recreational parks

in the city not located
on the lakefront.

go on the market very soon, and
that makes up 44% of the acreage
needed for the proposed park. No
doubt big private money interests
are also eye-balling these parcels
as well and they may not have
trouble quickly raising the needed
funds to close a deal.

Primary property owners in-
clude General Iron Industries,
Peoples Energy, Commonwealth
Edison and C. H. Robinson. C. H.
Robinson will soon be relocating
to Dominick St. into a new build-
ing by Sterling Bay who holds a
real estate purchase option on the
existing Marcey St. facility.

In Aug. 2017, the Chicago City
Council established the Industrial
Corridor System Fund Ordinance,
Chapter 16-8 of the Municipal
Code of Chicago, to create new
funding tools to promote the city’s
vital interests in job creation and
a diversified economy. The alder-
men propose using some of these
funds to help pull off this project.

Additional funding sources of-
fered at the June 27 meeting in-
cluded the Tax Increment Financ-
ing District originally proposed
for the Amazon headquarters
proposal; North Branch Corridor
Bonus Funds, and Development
In-Kind Improvement taxes.

Understanding the current 60-acre framework

As it stands now, the North Branch Framework states that “60
acres of new, publicly accessible open space is envisioned through
a variety of public and private improvements. Of this, 10 acres
should be created for single-purpose activities, such as skate parks

and athletic fields."

But in reality, there is no provision for publicly-owned, large-
scale recreational parkland in the North Branch Framework.

This plan breaks down as follows:

25.5 ACRES = River Trail 30’ Setback x 7 Miles (This assumes ev-
ery parcel along the riverfront is redeveloped to achieve this acre-

age.)

17 ACRES = North Branch Canal and Turning Basin Wetland Park
(1 mile of boardwalk in canal water and 2.5 acres of wetland lo-
cated around 14.5 acres of river water)

17.5 ACRES = “Civic Spaces” as Part of Private Development (Tri-
bune site, Greyhound site, 2FM Site, Finkl site, Ashland & Webster

site)

In large part, the income gen-
erated from these various sources
would be used to pay off the im-
mediate borrowing that would be
undertaken to purchase the land,
clean it up and develop the parks.

The June 27 meeting was not the
only meeting local residents will
have a chance to participate in this
process, but the urgency for quick
action was clear. Right now Ald.
Hopkins is hoping to hold a mini-
mum of three community-wide
meetings prior to Sterling Bay fil-
ing its planned development plan
with the City for their plans to
develop the 70-acres of riverfront
property they own the vicinity of
the proposed new park. The pur-

pose of these meetings would be
to provide the community with an
opportunity to review and com-
ment on the proposed plans for
a new entertainment district and
soccer stadium that would double
as an large-scale entertainment
venue... and then have an op-
portunity to review whether com-
munity concerns are incorporated
into a revised plan.

The park supporters say that the
development of publicly-owned
parkland along this stretch of the
Chicago River is a citywide issue
—not just a ward or neighborhood
issue.

The proposed North Branch
Park and Nature Preserve would

MMM
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The first public meeting
over the sports and entertain-
ment complex proposed for the
Lincoln Yards Planned Devel-
opment, and redevelopment of
the North Branch Corridor will
be held 6 p.m., Wednesday July
18, in the Near North Montes-
sori School — Gymnasium,
1434 W. Division St.

Hosted by Ald. Brian Hop-
kins [2nd], this inaugural com-
munity meeting represents
the initial step in the Planned
Development process. Many
North Side residents today
think the redevelopment along
the river and proposed com-
plex could usher in significant
changes to the community for
both the good and bad.

Limited parking is available
in the school’s Bosworth park-
ing lot, and on the south side
of Division St. at Holy Trinity
Church

“In keeping with my Com-
munity Advisory Committee’s
process recommendations,

First public meeting
on Lincoln Yards plan July 18
at Near North Montessori

Sterling Bay will conduct ad-
ditional, direct engagement
with local community groups
to review their proposal,” said
Hopkins.

The meeting will review the
plans and analyze them against
these key development metrics
such as access to transit, con-
gestion mitigation, infrastruc-
ture improvements, economic
development and opportunity,
environmental sustainability,
open park land space and qual-
ity of life.

Those who would like to
submit a question prior to the
first community meeting or at
any point during the review
process must submit them di-
rectly to the alderman’s office
who says they will pose these
and other pertinent questions
to the development team and
share the responses with the
public.

For more information call
312-643-2299.

be located two miles north of
the Main Branch of the Chicago
River, in balance with Ping Tom
Park located two miles south of
the Main Branch. It would serve
as a component of a Chicago Riv-
er Park Network that supporters
say will better connect neighbor-
hoods, enhance the environment,
and elevate the quality-of-life for
current and future generations.

The site could feature river
edge treatments to improve river
ecology and welcome human en-
gagement. Natural areas could
provide important habitat for
birds and other animals, while
also mitigating urban heat island
impacts, managing stormwater,
and cleansing the air.

The park could contain both

active and passive recreational
features with separate bike and
pedestrian trails that connect to
transit, “The 606,” the Lakefront,
Goose Island and neighborhoods
in every direction.

Health and wellness improve-
ments would increase opportuni-
ties for people to be physically
active in both individual activities
and team sports.

Park promoters say that en-
vironmentally-sensitive  design,
educational features, and pro-
gramming would foster steward-
ship for land, water, plants, and
animals, as well as providing a
large park very close to the un-
derserved Wicker Park and Logan
Square areas.

If you want to sell your

home for the best price,

don’'t miss the summer

market. Contact me to

learn more and sell for
the best price!

Marcella Kane
773.490.6811

marcella@koenigrubloff.com

KoenigRubloff
Realty Group
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‘Whisky alone’ thwarted plan to steal Lincoln’s body

BY TARA MCCLELLAN
MCANDREW
for The State Journal-Register

It was July 3, 1876 — the eve
of our country’s first centennial.
Everyone in Springfield would
be celebrating downtown. No one
would be near Oak Ridge Cem-
etery.

It was the perfect time to steal
Abraham Lincoln’s body.

The incredulous plot was
hatched by Midwestern counter-
feiters who had been shut down
when their expert bill engraver
was jailed. Benjamin Boyd’s bills
were the best in the Midwest,
possibly the country. In 1875, he
was captured in Fulton, found
guilty, and sent to the Joliet peni-
tentiary for 10 years. Without his
plates, the criminals who made
and passed the counterfeit bills
were out of business. They had to
spring their money man.

“Big Jim” Kennally, a St. Lou-
is Irishman who led Midwest-
ern counterfeiters, according to
Thomas J. Craughwell’s book,
“Stealing Lincoln’s Body,” brain-
stormed a solution. They would
snatch Lincoln’s body, bury it in
the Indiana Dunes, then ransom it
for $200,000 and Boyd’s pardon
and freedom.

His minions in Lincoln moved
to Springfield to implement the
plan. As a front, they opened a

saloon and dance hall — just a
block west of the current Abra-
ham Lincoln Presidential Library
and Museum. When the criminals
weren’t running the saloon, they
posed as tourists to case Lincoln’s
tomb.

With their preparations finished
around the middle of June, the
Logan County boys relaxed. They
spent the night at a Springfield
brothel and toasted their upcom-
ing riches. In his well-oiled state,
the gang’s leader boasted to one
of the ladies that they were going
to steal “old Lincoln’s bones” and
ransom them. He even told her
when.

She told the chief of police,
who warned John Carroll Power,
the tomb’s custodian. He told the
Lincoln Monument Association,
local friends and peers of Lin-
coln’s who were in charge of the
tomb. They did nothing. In a book
he wrote about the crime (“His-
tory of an Attempt ... ), Power
explains: “It seemed to them so
incredible that no attention was
given to it.”

When the Logan County leader
sobered and realized what he’d
done, he and his gang fled. “Whis-
ky alone is entitled to the credit
of having thwarted this well laid
scheme,” wrote Power.

A few months later, Kennally
headed for Chicago to find new
partners for his plot. He was part-
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Many who visit Oak Ridge Cemetery, in Sprlngfleld lllinois, rub the nose of

the bust of Abraham Lincoln.

Photo by State Journal-Register

owner of a bar there called “The
Hub,” which had little to offer
except booze and boodle (coun-
terfeit) carriers. Here, Kennally
proposed his idea to co-propri-
etor, Terrence Mullen and Jack
Hughes. They liked what they
heard.

The duo needed more men
for the job, so they approached
Lewis Swegles, a horse thief who
had become a frequent customer.
Unbeknownst to them, he also
was a spy. The assistant chief of
the Secret Service in Chicago,
Patrick Tyrrell, hired Swegles to
hang around The Hub and inform
him of the habitue’s criminal ac-
tivities.

THE MooDyY CHURCH

Sunday Morning Service
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Sunday Evening Service
5:00pm
TMC Communities (Sunday School)
8:30am & 11:30am
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6:45pm

1635 N LaSalle | Chicago IL 60614
312.327.8600 | www.moodychurch.org

As the would-be kidnappers
honed their plan, Swegles told
Tyrrell every detail. Tyrrell then
told Lincoln’s oldest and only
surviving son, Robert, a Chica-
go attorney. The detective asked
Robert to let the plot proceed so
he could catch the kidnappers in
the act and increase their chance
of conviction. Robert agreed.

Mullen and his boys selected
Nov. 7, election night, as the date.
The presidential contest between
Democrat Samuel Tilden and
Republican Rutherford B. Hayes
was heated, and once again,
Springfield residents would be
downtown celebrating and wait-
ing for the results. No one would
be near Oak Ridge Cemetery.

On Nov. 6, the counterfeiters
caught a train to Springfield. In
the back car, Tyrrell, other detec-
tives and a Chicago Daily Tribune
reporter were tailing them.

Once in Springfield, some of
the gang procured tools, while
the others visited the tomb, acting
as tourists, to determine how to
break in. They only had to break
a door’s padlock to reach Lin-
coln’s white marble sarcophagus.
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Lincoln’s Tomb
aplace to honor
revered 16th president

BY THE STATE JOURNAL-
REGISTER STAFF

The final resting place of
Abraham Lincoln attracts ev-
eryone from schoolchildren
to tourists to prayer groups.
While children in particular
may be attracted to the large
bronze bust of Lincoln and
want to be part of the tradition
of rubbing his nose for luck,
those who come are there to
pay their respects to a man re-
vered by many.

Although he was assassinat-
ed in April 1865 while presi-
dent in Washington, D.C., the
remains of the 16th president
were returned to Springfield,
which Lincoln considered
his hometown. The Lincoln
Monument in Oak Ridge
Cemetery, designed by sculp-
tor Larkin Mead, was erected
to preserve his memory. Also
buried there are his wife,
Mary, and three of their four
children: Edward, William
and Thomas.

Lincoln’s Tomb is open 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. For more
information visit http://www.
lincolntomb.org/

Swegles later said, as reported in
the Nov. 20, 1876, Illinois State
Journal, that while his cohorts
were able counterfeiters, they had
few skills for burglary, especially
when it came to picking the right
tools.

That night, Tyrrell and his de-
tectives got to the tomb first.
They hid inside and waited. Mul-
len and his gang snuck up to the
monument and began sawing
the metal padlock on the door to
the catacomb. They’d brought a
flimsy metal saw for the job, and
it broke. So they used a three-sid-
ed metal file, which took half an
hour, according to Craughwell.

Once inside, the kidnappers
opened the sarcophagus lid with
a crowbar and sawed through the
container’s front to reach Lin-
coln’s coffin. They pulled it out
about a foot, but it was too heavy.
Mullen told Swegles to get help.
Instead, the informant signaled
the detectives that it was time to
raid the operation.

The agents dashed from their
hide-out toward the catacomb at
the other end of the tomb. In the
excitement, one accidentally shot
his gun. Frightened, the kidnap-
pers fled. When the agents got to
the sarcophagus, all that was left
were the criminals’ misfit tools.

The agents spread out to catch
the would-be thieves. Tyrrell ran
to the tomb’s roof where he spied
a couple of men and shot at them.
They returned fire. When Tyrell
called for backup, one figure
called out: “Tyrrell, is that you?!”
One of the Secret Service’s best
detectives had been shooting at
his own men.

Stupidly, the kidnappers ran
right back to The Hub. Tyrrell ar-

LINCOLN see p. 14
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Chlcago Dragon Boat Race
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Terraces Transition Manager Amy Klem, Clare resident Sheila Rock and Fitness Manager
Leah Okner.

The Clare Crewsaders prepare for their
first race.

Surrounded by elite groups, fire de-
partments and corporate crews, on-
lookers might not have suspected that
residents of The Clare, a luxury senior
living community in Chicago’s Gold
Coast, were about to race along the
south branch of the Chicago River.

And yet, The Clare was one of 32
teams competing in the 18th Annual
Dragon Boat Race for Literacy on June
23 at Ping Tom Memorial Park in Chi-
natown — and the oldest team, at that.

“It is inspirational to watch our resi-
dents take on the challenge of the races,”
The Clare fitness manager Leah Okner
said. “The average age of our boat was
approximately 40 years older than the
other teams.”

But age didn’t prevent The Clare
Crewsaders from giving their all.

“Residents enjoy competing in the
Dragon Boat Races because they have
the mindset of, ‘Why not us?’” The
Clare director of life enrichment Lori
Griffin said. “They are not held back by
the perceived boundaries of aging.”

Six weeks prior to the race, Okner
began training with the residents. Half
of the practice focused on balance train-
ing, as entering and exiting the boat can
be a challenge, given its curved bottom

and thin beams that rowers have to step
over in order to take their seat.

“Just getting in and out of the Dragon
Boat was a feat in itself,” Clare resident
Sheila Rock said.

Each team consists of 20 members:
18 paddlers, one drummer and one flag
catcher. The paddlers row to the beat of
the drummer, while the flag catcher pulls
a flag positioned in the water at the fin-
ish line. This is why the other half of The
Clare’s practice sessions were geared to-
ward strength training and timing.

On the day of the race, The Clare Crews-
aders first competed in a time trial race,
registering a time of 2:02. In the team’s
second race, their boat crossed the finish

“It is inspirational to watch
our residents take on

the challenge of the races,”
The Clare fitness manager
Leah Okner said.

“The average age of our boat
was approximately 40 years
older than the other teams.”

line in a time of 1:53, beating their previ-
ous time by 9 seconds.

“Going into the Dragon Boat Race, safe-
ty and fun were our top two goals — and
we certainly accomplished those,” Griffin
said. “Being in the Dragon Boat Race as
a team of older adults challenges people’s
perception on aging. And while we may
not have been the fastest team, the day was
a huge success.”

Being supported and encouraged by fam-
ily, friends and fellow residents cheering
the team on only added to the experience.

“The Dragon Boat Race was another su-
per activity that The Clare sponsors to keep

us socially engaged, physically fit and ac-
tive,” Clare resident Anne van Amerongen
said. “Although The Clare did not bring

their maximum effort.”

My life has been long, and believing that life loves the liver of it,
I have dared to try many things, sometimes trembling,
but daring still. — Maya Angelou

FOLLOW US ON: 'i u I@l

A Senior Care Development, LLC affiliated
community managed by Life Care Services™

Whether you're retired or still
working, The Clare offers a
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Learn more by calling 312-313-2558

or visiting TheClare.com today.

THE CLARE

Gold Coast Retirement Living. Your Way.

55 E. Pearson St. | Chicago, IL 60611
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home a medal, many laughs were had by
all, and each one of the paddlers exerted
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Artlst calls for help in fmallzmg plans for new library installation
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The mural will be installed in the lobby of the public library now being built at Western and Pratt.

BEWARE fromp. 1

to disclose a detailed description of what
student data is collected or stored and pro-
cedures for how parents can examine, cor-
rect and delete their child’s data.

The fight to get a bill to protect students’
privacy is not easy. The tech companies
like Facebook have many lobbyists and
resources to water down or kill any bills
that would put a check on its activities.
The current HB1295 Student Information
Transparency bill that passed in commit-
tee, must be renegotiated before it gets a
vote on the House floor because it is op-
posed by the tech industry, RYH stated.

Tech ed companies are compiling more
and more information on students, includ-
ing everything from grades, test scores and
disciplinary actions to students’ online us-
age history, IP address, food purchases,
in-school behavior and physical location
with time stamps. RYH noted that public
schools around the state have been subject-
ed to numerous data breaches.

The Student Online Privacy Protection

Act (SOPPA) which was passed last sum-
mer in the Illinois legislature was written
“by and for the tech industry.” According
to RYH, families and parents had no role
in the bill, and parts of the bill weaken stu-
dent protections, including loopholes for
inappropriate commercial use of student
data.

“The primary goal of HB1295 is trans-
parency,” RYH stated. “SOPPA did not in-
clude transparency provisions. If this data
is important enough to collect, then parents
deserve at the very least to know what is
being collected by whom; this is informa-
tion that is currently nearly impossible for
a parent to access. It is also critical that
policymakers have a clear picture of the
scope of the personally identifiable digital
data that public schools are responsible for
generating and securing.”

Parents are encouraged to contact their
state legislators and ask them to sponsor
the HB1295 bill that will provide some
protections for student data privacy and
security.
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At a community meeting June 26, the
West Ridge and Rogers Park communities
were introduced to artist Chris Silva who
presented to the public his vision for a new
art installation that is coming to the new
Northtown Library at 6800 N. Western
Ave.

The new mural will be installed in the
lobby of the public library now being built
at Western and Pratt and will be viewable
from inside and outside the facility.

The West Ridge Library project will fea-
ture a glassy, 16,000-square-foot ground-
floor library space topped by 44 senior
housing units, and also includes a 44-space
surface parking lot.

At the meeting, Silva showed off his
concept for the artwork and asked the pub-
lic to share drawings, images or stories that
represent the richness of the community
and can inspire the final development of
his project.

Those who were not able to make the
meeting can still contribute to the final
artwork by sharing any memories that you
think Silva should know about when try-
ing to reflect the neighborhood. To submit
a contribution, visit https://goo.gl/forms/
EPqEOIXNYESpvica2. Those who would
like to include any photos, videos or other
attachments can email them to Northtown-
LibraryArtwork@gmail.com.

CAMERAS fromp. 1

Through the portal, the private sector is
able to continuously update information
regarding their organization, such as floor
plans, security operations and critical con-
tacts at their specific locations.

Business owners, tenants and members
of a facility’s management teams are en-
couraged to enroll and become a CP3 part-
ner. All users are also included in the CP3
Information Sharing Application which
provides timely situational awareness and
briefings on subject matters specific to the
user’s area of information need and re-
sponsibility.

“This adds to the CPD network that con-
tinues to grow throughout the neighbor-
hoods and communities of the city,” said
CPD’s First Deputy Anthony Ricco at a
press conference Friday.

These additional cameras are on top of
1,000 new cameras, and the upgrade of
3,800 existing cameras throughout the CTA

transit system. Police say that since 2011
over 1,200 criminals have been arrested
and charged thanks to security cameras. Of
course the weak link in this plan is that the
Cook County Courts and Sheriff’s Office
quickly releases many of these criminals
on low bonds and with lightly supervised
electronic monitoring shortly after they’ve
been arrested.

The City says this is all part of the “Safe
and Secure” multi-million dollar project
that they claim, once completed, will be
one of the most comprehensive surveil-
lance camera networks used by a transit
agency.

“If you commit a criminal act on a CTA
train, CTA station, CTA bus, you’re gonna
be on video and that video is going to be
crystal clear,” Riccio said.

When the upgrade is finished, there will
be 1,000 new HD cameras throughout the
CTA system and will upgrade more than
3,800 older-model cameras across the sys-
tem.
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