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Loyola Park’s 2022 Artists of the Wall Adult Division 1st Place winner is
Catherine Nordloh. Clark and Devon Hardware was the paint partner for
the entire event which included 160 painted spaces.

Sullivan student, former refugee,
gets RPM scholarship

A Rogers Park Sullivan High
School student - who is a former
immigrant refugee - is the win-
ner of a CTA sponsor scholarship
program.

For the third year in a row,
CTA has awarded talented CPS
seniors with scholarships through
its CTA Elevating Futures Schol-
arship Fund. Patrick Muyenzi is
one of two scholarship winners,
and will re-
ceive  $5,500
per year - plus
mentoring
support and
internship op-
portunities -
for four years
as they pursue
degrees in en-
gineering and
1 construction.

Muyenzi,
7R as one of the
two winners this year, will study
electrical engineering at the Univ.
of Wisconsin-Madison. The other
winner is Freddy Romero from
Austin.

Muyenzi graduated at the top of
his class at Sullivan High School,
6631 N. Bosworth Ave., where he
has taken many honors classes
and received recognition for his
outstanding academic perfor-

Patrick Muyenzi

mance. Teachers and supervisors
commend Muyenzi’s curiosity,
thoughtfulness, drive, and leader-
ship skills. He hopes to become
an engineer, and says he believes

®. FATHERS RIGHTS

science can address almost any
problem in the world.

When he was younger, Muyen-
zi and his family lived in a refu-
gee camp in Uganda after fleeing
strife in the Congo. It was in the
refugee camp where he taught
himself how to construct a “do-
it-yourself” flashlight, due to the
lack of electricity there. This in-
spired him to pursue a degree in
electrical engineering. Muyenzi
will be entering the College of
Engineering at the Univ. of Wis-
consin-Madison in the fall.

Muyenzi and his family
lived in a refugee camp

in Uganda after fleeing
strife in the Congo,

where he taught himself
how to make a
“do-it-yourself” flashlight.

As part of the rehab of the Red
and Purple Lines, CTA project
contractor Walsh- Fluor funded
the program to provide a path
for economically disadvantaged
students to pursue STEM careers
for engineering and construction-
related fields.

The scholarship fund includes
financial and mentoring support
as well as the opportunity to ap-
ply for internships on the CTA’s
RPM Project. The City of Chica-
g0, its public schools and Chicago
Scholars created the CTA Elevat-
ing Futures Scholarship Fund.

Only craft beer on tap
at Howard Street Brewing Company

Beer with a side order
of conversation
and board games

BY BOB KITSOS

Everybody might not know
your name at your local bar, but it
won'’t take long if you frequent the
Howard Street Brewing Company
on a regular basis.

The recently opened brewery
and tap room at 1617 W. Howard
St. — just steps from the Red Line
stop -- seats only 37 around a
square metal and wood bar. And,
if you’re looking for a Cubs or
White Sox game or some mind-
numbing music, forget about it.
You won’t find it here. There are
board games, but you have to
bring your own.

That’s right, how about we just
talk to our neighbor while imbibing!
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Rogers Park’s only brewery serves a variety of craft beers in a friendly

atmosphere designed for socialization.

Photo by Joanne Kitsos

It’s been labeled as a “shoebox”
of a brewery that opened during
the Memorial Day weekend with
a menu of just eight craft beers on
tap. Co-owner Chuck Patella said,
“We want people to be able to

explore beer styles and try some-
thing new when they come in. As
long as we keep our menu fresh
and stick to our ideas of socializa-

BEER see p. 12

Jump in, some pools are now open

North Ave. Beach access
to be limited,
Welles Park remains closed

Jump in, the water’s fine...
and the pools finally open for the
summer.

The Chicago Park District
[CPD] has finally opened some
of their indoor and outdoor pools
across the city starting July 5.

But the Welles Park pool in
Lincoln Square, and Hamlin Park
pool in Roscoe Village will not
be opening, and portions of North
Avenue Beach access will be lim-
ited by reducing its foot-print at

the northern section of the beach,
just south of Fullerton Ave.

The beaches and pools had
been closed up until now due to
the CPD’s inability to recruit life-
guards. They will limit access to
small, underutilized portions of
North Avenue Beach and Calu-
met Beach to divert the lifeguards
to neighborhood pools.

The CPD continues to seek
residents ages 16 and older, to
fill seasonal lifeguard positions.
These positions are vital to fully
staffing and keeping the city’s
beaches and park pools safe.
The current hourly wage for life-

guards is $15.88/hour without the
$600 bonus. The $600 retention
bonus for all new hires and re-
turning seasonal and year-round
lifeguards would raise the aver-
age current wage to an equivalent
of $17.08/hour.

Over 200 spray features across
the city have been activated and
are available for public use. Some
larger water playgrounds may re-
main closed if they require a life-
guard to activate, and some water
features may be closed if they are
under construction for upgrades.

POOLS seep. 12

Protected bike paths coming this year,
just not for the North Side

On June 29, the Chicago Dept.
of Transportation [CDOT] an-
nounced accelerated plans for this
year to upgrade 15 miles of exist-
ing protected bike lanes and add
10 miles of new protected bike
lanes with concrete barrier curbs,
but virtually none of that work
will occur on the North Side.

As with many of Mayor Lori
Lightfoot’s public infrastructure
efforts, it will be focused on the
South and West Sides.

While CDOT’s and the Chica-
go Works capital plan has focused
on building connected biking net-
works connecting neighborhoods

to the Central Business District,
none of that new - more secure -
activity seems destined for North
Side areas this year outside of
a three-block stretch in River
North.

The City’s plan calls for urban
transportation to be developed
in the “wake of the pandemic,
economic, and racial justice cri-
ses of 2020.” The plan charts
a course toward building safer
streets; and “reprioritizing trans-
portation projects to increase
access to opportunities for resi-
dents in historically neglected
neighborhoods.”

JEFFERY LEVING, ESQ. DADSRIGHTS.COM 312-807-3990
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That would not be the North
Side.

Last week’s announcement of
expedited concrete curb protec-
tion installation for bike lanes
mostly ignored North Side sites
located east of the Chicago Riv-
er. The one area east of the river
noted by name is a three-block
stretch of Kinzie St. in River
North ending at Wells St., that
serves the Central Business Dis-
trict.

Incorporating concrete curbs
“will be the standard for new pro-
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Chicago to endure Griffin's absence with usual swagger and sour grapes

By Thomas J. O'Gorman

The shocking sadness that Ken
Griffin, Chicago’s man with the
Midas touch, decided to relocate
his financial empire, Citadel,
to the shores of Miami was the
financial shot heard round the
world.

The tremors were felt from
the Evanston border to the Indi-
ana frontier. From the shores of
Lake Michigan to the leafy west-
ern urban boundary of DuPage’s
Elmhurst, Hinsdale, Wheaton
and Lisle.

Chicago’s grandest civic boost-
er, in the regal style of philanthro-
pists of our grandest past, is done
with our town.

A man in the traditions of the
Ryersons, Fields, Rockefellers,
McCormicks and Palmers. You
know, the shapers of our great-
est artistic benevolence, corpo-
rate underwriting, strategic urban
planning and expansive civic fi-
nancial development. The build-
ers of museums, libraries, univer-
sities, urban roadways, symphony
and opera houses.

The summer urban oxygen
seemed more thin than usu-
al when Griffin’s announcement
was made.

Some spoke of the massive hit
to Chicago’s financial reputation.
Others spoke of the great loss of
Griffin’s growing political influ-
ence. The loss of his discerning
cultural eye. The fearful despon-
dency of his genuine concerns
with everything from a run-
ning and bike path to a soprano’s
aria. And from his quick willing-
ness to jump into a Chicago fi-
nancial need often with both feet.

I first saw the wonder of the

Griffin persona when I attended a
political soiree some years ago at
his sky-high residence above the
Water Tower. A friend was giv-
ing a short political homily to a
selective group of boosters. They
stood at a podium to deliver their
remarks in the grand foyer of the
Griffin residence.

Of course, it was hard to pay
any attention to the speaker be-
cause they were standing beside
a piece of foyer art. Edgar De-
gas’ statue of “The Ballerina.” A
four foot bronze masterpiece for
which Griffin paid somewhere
between $50-70 million. Bought
at the auction of treasures of a de-
ceased Arab prince.

Viewing that piece of art has
few equals for aesthetics. Espe-
cially in the quietude of gentle
domestic living. It remains one of
the last 27 pieces of Degas’ work
still in private hands.

Perhaps you have encountered
the Griffin aesthetic yourself as
you wander the Art Institute of
Chicago. There you may have
come face to face with Jean-Mi-
chel Basquiat’s “Boy and Dog in
a Johnnypump,” 1982, for which
Griffin is said to have paid $150
million. Among the most expen-
sive paintings ever purchased.

His generosity has no measure.
No equal. Neither has his cour-
age, which of course must go in
tandem with his profession.

I always considered his brav-
est expression to be his ability
to engage Mayor Rahm Emanuel
in rational conversation. A skill
I never acquired in all my days
at City Hall. But Griffin had the
chutzpah to go head to head with
the mayor over city needs and ne-
cessities.

The word in City Hall was that
they had some pugnacious ses-
sions. Lots of complaining about
the quality and organization of
the lakefront landscapes.

The running and walking trails
and bicycle lanes. Pathways, the
mayor told Griffin that his kind
critiques for reconstruction would
be an undertaking with too high a
price tag.

E
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Ken Griffin

Supposedly  Griffin  then
offered to pay for the vast rehab
himself.

Which he did.

The Griffin fingerprints are
everywhere worthwhile up and
down our coast.

While his Republican politics
are no mystery, his current strate-
gies are, especially in the race for
Illinois governor. No one can say
that he hasn’t made Illinois poli-
tics rambunctious. When there is
a king’s ransom in treasure being
passed out to candidates it makes
the ground shaky for Democrats
who know the value of big money
spread across the Prairie. Sud-
denly things aren’t so boring. It
has to be asked if the future of
Florida politics will wed Griffin
to the antics of present Gov. Ron
DeSantis there?

But the move really does shake
the ground physically here in Chi-
cago where the generous Griffin
has served on many not-for-profit
boards that have always known
his financial intensity and clear-
eyed strategies for the future.

Given his political perspective
and philosophical sensibilities,
it can’t be a shock that he might
welcome the distance between
sunny Miami and the Art Insti-
tute of Chicago [AIC], now so
euphoric in the rise of its ques-
tionable woke-ism and question-
able adherence to the politics of
racialism.

The shameful episode sur-

rounding the dismissal of the
docents from the AIC last win-
ter becomes the perfect symbol
of that sea change in the Miami
move. There will be museums in
Miami equally grateful for the
Griffin generosity. They’re prob-
ably already surveying available
Basquiats.

It’s sad to think what the with-
drawal of Griffin’s philanthropy
will mean for all the worthy orga-
nizations and efforts across Chi-
cago. But Griffin might just feel
more harmony with the goings-on
in Miami than with the shaky soil
of Chicago’s manipulated elite.

I’ve already heard from some
former AIC docents who believe
the disappearance of Griffin
from the everyday life of the AIC
is a divine judgment on its shifty
leadership and shameful actions.

Miami is attractive. And I don’t
just mean the easy access to Joe’s
Stone Crab. For all its retirees,
Florida is a vibrant and youthful
geography. Not to mention all the
professional athletes who call it
home no matter where they play
in the season. All that sun and sea
air is refreshing, and no ever-ris-
ing state income taxes to boot.

Miami is no retirement village.
It’s no Naples.

Over the past decades it has
restored itself to a stunning and
electric landscape. Architectur-
ally and politically. The Cuban
influence has been an enhance-
ment to the old-fashioned medio-
cre WASP aging-culture of the
metropolis.

Smart folk want to embrace the
sun and cease their shoveling, and
watch MLB in the winter. They
want a warm breeze in January to
carry the salted scent of the sea
to them. They want sandals in the
winter, and a tan year round. And
they want smart young people.
Well-educated and eager to build
up the state that of course traces
its origins back to the Spanish
adventurers who first founded St.
Augustine in the 16th century.

No matter how primitive it may
have been, it was no Plymouth
Rock with Puritans and freez-
ing winters. I can’t imagine “The
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Scarlet Letter’s” Reverend Din-
sdale psychologically surviving
along the sands of the Florida
coast. From the beginning Florida
has been a tonic.

So we wish Mr. Griffin well.
Presuming that his presence alone
will add a fresh beat to the samba

Degas’ “The Ballerina.”

dancing of his new city. I hope he
does find the perfect Basquiat for
his new hometown. I also hope
he finds less treachery and more
harmony, even for his Republican
allies. He will enrich the lives of
Floridians. They have need for
generous people of kind wisdom.

Meanwhile, Chicago will en-
dure his absence with our usual
swagger and sour grapes. Playing
in the heat of summer in our John-
nypumps. Fire hydrant-refreshed.
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Heart
of the ‘Hood

by Felicia Dechter

When Anthony Aguinaldo expressed a
desire to “manifest” an open mic comedy
night in his Rogers Park neighborhood, he
received support from people in the com-
munity as well as comedians he’d met at
other such events in the city.

He reached out to Erik Archambeault,
the owner of Rogers Park Social, 6920 N.
Glenwood Ave., with his idea. Archam-
beault was not only open to the concept,
but enthusiastic about it, Aguinaldo said.

“I decided to reach out to Rogers Park
Social because I thought the vibe in their
main room would be perfect for creating
a comfortable and welcoming setting for
performers - it also didn’t hurt that they are
an LGBTQ+ owned business and just off
the Morse red line stop,” said Aguinaldo.
“It’s a really good location for a neighbor-
hood open mic.”

Interest and support continued to build
on Aguinaldo’s social media posts, “and
I suppose this is when I really started be-
coming ‘the producer,” he said. “I realized
I needed to take myself seriously as some-
one who was putting time and energy into
this project, so I asked for compensation
and for performers to get certain perks.”

“I consider this a good starting place,
and I hope that the open mic can change
into an occasional comedy showcase so
that we can reward the talent we cultivate
in this space,” he added.

If there are any budding comedians out
there, come on over and strut your stuff.
Open mic nights are called The Comedy
Social and they’ll happen the first and third
Tuesday of the month. Although the pre-
mier event already occurred, there’s plenty
of time left to get your funny on.

Or to go and have a good belly laugh...
hopefully.

“It’s been a fun but nerve-wracking
process,” said Aguinaldo. “At this point I
feel like Drew Barrymore in ‘Never Been
Kissed’ - waiting on the pitcher’s mound,
with a mic in hand, afraid that no one will
show up. Considering the positivity and
support I’ve seen, I know it’s unlikely!”

Here’s wishing him all the best. We can’t
wait to check this out and have some cheery
(and possibly cheesy) chuckles.

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Tickle your funny bone at The Comedy Social

Q: Tell me a bit about yourself?

A: I was born in Chicago, and raised in
Puerto Rico until I was 13. My family is
from Puerto Rico and the Philippines, so
I consider myself “Latinasian,” which is

Anthony Aguinaldo

a term I discovered on TikTok. I am from
the Humboldt Park area, and I’ve lived in
Wicker Park, Bucktown, and Logan Square.
The Blue line made my life so convenient,
I didn’t bother learning to drive until four
years ago, when I moved for seminary with
my boyfriend David. (He’s really my hus-
band. We decided to revisit the label “boy-
friend” since we now realize that marriage
is a problematic institution that reinforces
heteronormativity, mononormativity, and
attaches benefits that everyone should have
access to.)

I just finished my degree in Divinity, and
I'm using that to continue to pursue profes-
sional chaplaincy, which is what I currently
do. As an on-call chaplain at a hospital, I
provide emotional and spiritual support to
patients, families, and staff. It’s not an easy
job facing illness, death, and grief, but it’s a
supportive role that I feel comfortable in.

I’ve been uncomfortable my whole life,
as someone who feels like he doesn’t fit in,
and that chaplaincy gives me an opportu-
nity to connect with others who are in un-
comfortable situations.

I wouldn’t consider myself a comedian.
Aspiring comedian at best, but what I am
really is a fan of comedy and open mics. I
discovered my love for the comedy scene
when I was in my early 20s, and I espe-
cially like the spaces that feel like a sup-
portive community — the open mic at the
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Logan Theatre lounge is one example, and
the inspiration for the open mic I am trying
to start in Rogers Park. It is in these sup-
portive spaces where I felt encouraged to
get up and try jokes, and my hope for The
Comedy Social is that it can also be the
kind of space where others can be brave
and try something new.

Q: Who should come to perform? Can
anybody participate? Are there any off-
limits subjects?

A: Comedic performers of any kind are
welcome. I've been asked about comedy
musicians, and I am excited about who
could possibly show up. I also want people
of all experience levels to participate —
whether they are seasoned or have always
thought about trying comedy but felt too
intimidated. All are welcome. Just make
sure you practice your set. I know I will!

As far as subject matters go, I think a
talented and thoughtful comedian could
make a good joke from any subject, just as
long as they’re not punching down at mar-
ginalized groups.

I’ve read about trans people saying that it
is possible to make a good trans joke; they
just [wish] transphobes [would] stop mak-
ing the same tired and transphobic com-
ments on stage. I have a trans joke that I
think could be funny — it isn’t mean or in-
validating, but I think it’s going to depend
on the audience and my delivery.

Q: Why is this important to you? Do you
think laughter is needed more than ever
these days?

A: I found comedy after one of the low-
est points in my life as a young man, and
was drawn to comedians because of their
ability to bring relief. I often struggle with
fitting in, and open mics are one of those
spaces where you meet people who can be
a bit odd and out of place — you feel less
alone at an open mic.

The Comedy Social is my attempt to
recreate those hospitable spaces where
people’s oddities and internal struggles can
be a source of life for others, and a way in
which performers can practice vulnerabil-
ity while being generous with themselves.

For me, open mic comedy is a way to try
and lighten up and tell my stories from a
place of empowerment, rather than wound-
edness.

I absolutely believe laughter is needed
more than ever these days, and not neces-
sarily as an anesthetic. Open mic comedy
can be a space where we cultivate joy and
bring relief, which I see as playing an im-
portant role in resisting evil and enduring
difficult times.
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This is one of the scariest things I have
done, even though I have been met with
nothing but support and enthusiasm at ev-
ery step I've taken to promote this event.
Comedy is flirting with failure. Relating
to people also carries the risk of failure.
Sometimes you connect with others, and
sometimes you don’t. You have to go easy
on yourself and realize that failure and re-
jection are going to happen at some point.
And when it does, take the time to reflect,
learn, and try again.

I hope my neighbors in Rogers Park can
be brave and try something like this, be-
cause we could have something incredible.
I hope they know that no matter how good
they are they’ll have at least one cheer-
leader, and it’s the guy that’s putting this
together!

Trudy Leong

Congrats!... to North Sider Trudy
Leong, on winning a Best in Show Award
at WZRD Chicago 88.3 FM. Leong’s seg-
ment, “Chicago Department of Water Man-
agement Disregards Mature and Historic
Trees,” received the award from the Asso-
ciated Collegiate Press at the ACP Spring
National College Media Conference in
Long Beach, California. The show airs on
Mondays 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. WZRD Chicago
88.3 FM is the student-run radio station at
Northeastern Illinois Univ.

The segment concerns the importance of
preserving old trees as the city’s Dept. of
Water Management [DWM] works on re-
placing lead pipes. Instead of cutting them
down, Logan Square resident Emma Po-
elster] and the newly-formed Chicago Ur-
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Joy of online shopping for your home
involves ‘Bushman’ dents, time spent in return lines

by Don DeBat

When Americans decided to
sit back in their La-Z-Boy chairs
over the past couple of years to
ride out the pandemic, something
remarkable happened.

Folks started ordering billions
of dollars of stuff online—furni-
ture, bath and kitchen items, gar-
dening supplies, designer cloth-
ing, fancy gym shoes, perfume,
lipstick, Viagra and every other
consumer item imaginable.

Based on this writer’s person-
al experience, America’s truck,
train and airplane delivery sys-
tems were not up to the challenge,
especially on those bulky items
shipped by truck from the ware-
house and aimed for a “room of
choice.”

This past week we had home-
delivery disasters that seemed like
they were cursed by the wrath of
Donald Trump’s entourage.

Everything arrived damaged. It
were as if Bushman—the legend-
ary Lincoln Park Zoo gorilla—
had used our home deliveries as
play things in his cage. In 1950,
Bushman, the 550-pound gorilla,
was noted for bouncing auto tires
off of his cage walls.

Believe it or not, these are the
facts:

* Vanity-top disaster. Shopping
online, my wife ordered a hand-
some 48-inch-wide bathroom
vanity on Amazon.com. The lure?
The vanity was well priced—at
about $1,100—a few hundred dol-
lars under the competition. Af-

s Reds Havim:

Removal of unwanted items from: Basements ¢ Garages ¢ Attics
Businesses * Estate Clearance * Pre-Construction Demo

773-616-0979
redshaulingservice.com

(L-R) Bushman, the gorilla, was known for bouncing auto tires off of his cage walls. By the looks of the crushed and cracked marble vanity top ordered
through Amazon and the cracked Lowe’s mirrored medicine cabinet, Bushman'’s cousins may be working in today’s shipping industry for online retailers.

ter a few weeks, the 200-pound
white vanity cabinet and its gray
cultured marble top arrived at our
house.

We paid $20 in advance to
have the truckers haul the box to
the proper level of the house, and
tipped the workers another $20.
The following day, when my car-
penter opened the box, the marble
top was crushed in three pieces
like a broken cookie. It looked as
if it had been thrown off the truck
by Bushman.

¢ Replacement vanity-top
disaster. Trying to speed up the
installation, we went to Menard’s
in Morton Grove to find a replace-
ment 48-inch vanity top. We pur-
chased a nice one for $220, and
sent our carpenter to pick it up.

Later, when the -carpenter
opened the box, he discovered
the corner of the replacement top
was chipped—obviously another
Bushman disaster. Luckily there
was a similar replacement top in
stock, so we only lost three man-
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hours during the top-hunting ad-
venture.

However, we had to stand in

the “return line” and wait to get a
credit for the damaged item.
* Medicine-cabinet disaster. The
next day, we ordered delivery of
two 36-inch wall-hung, mirrored
medicine cabinets from Lowe’s.
Cost about $320 for the pair.

These are the basic three-mir-
rored medicine cabinet design
used by landlords across the city.
The online description of the “Tri-
View” cabinet cheerfully states:
“Fully assembled for easy instal-
lation, you’ll be well on your way
to creating your ideal bath with
all the storage you need. Plus, it
comes with a five-year limited
warranty.”

Well, when our carpenter ar-
rived to hang the cabinets, upon
opening the boxes, he discovered
that both were damaged—one
with a shattered mirror, the other
with a crushed frame.

Our mistake was ordering on-
line. This created the chance that
some “delivery professional”
earning $15 an hour would toss

Financing Available
Licensed, Bonded & Insured-IL Roofing Lic. #104.013526
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SECOND CITY

ROOFING, EXTERIORS & GARAGES

For over 43 years, 30,000+ satisfied customers have trusted Second City.

our online home product off of a
loading dock, or bounce it off a
truck or dolly, creating an unus-
able pile of rubble.

The happy ending occurred
when Lowe’s offered to replace
the damaged medicine cabinets,
which allegedly were in stock. All
we had to do was haul the dam-
aged items back to the store, wait
in the “return line” for a while,
and buy the same cabinets.

Unfortunately, the popular cab-
inets were not in-stock. They are
on back order at all of the local
stores until Jan. 2023. The moral
of this home-renovation story is
the following—our “Rehab Sur-
vival Rules™:

* Hire your own trusted crew
with a truck, or rent a U-Haul.
Then, go to the store and choose
the in-stock home product you
wish to buy.

e Ask your workers to open
the box before you purchase, and
inspect the product for damage.
Personally escort the item to your
truck and bring it home.

* Never, never buy a product
that has been previously opened

A-A SALVAGE

Plumbing Liquidation

Jacuzzis, Sinks & Vanities

Kitchen Cabinets

- Remodeling & Restaurant Supply -

CALL 773-818-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave.

101supplyok@gmail.com

and re-sealed.

* And, don’t forget to call home-
repair expert Bob Vila for more
advice.

For more housing news, visit
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat
is co-author of “Escaping Condo
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide
for condominium living. Visit
www.escapingcondojail.com.

Fire Dept.
community pop-up
in Edgewater July 9

The Chicago Fire Dept. is host-
ing a community pop-up meeting
11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Saturday,
July 9, at Engine 70, 6030 N.
Clark St.

Guests will get information on
upcoming firefighter exams, free
blood pressure testing, instruc-
tion on how to stop bleeding in an
emergency and hands-only CPR,
free carseat inspections, and pub-
lic demonstrations on fire-fight-
ing systems, practices and equip-
ment.

Good will be served so stop on
by, no reservation is required.

Free meals

at local schools

The Chicago Public Schools
[CPS] are offering taxpayer-fund-
ed, free meals for youth at outdoor
school locations throughout the
summer through their LunchStop
program.

They promise to provide a free,
nutritionally balanced breakfast,
Iunch, and snacks to all students.

LunchStop sites are open Mon-
day through Friday, 10 a.m. to 12
p-m. now through Aug. 12. The
summer meal program provides
free, healthy meals to all children
between 1 and 18-years-old. An
ID is not required.

On the North Side, free lunch
locations include The Alcott
School, 2957 N. Hoyne Ave.;
the Pierce School, 1423 W. Bryn
Mawr; the Boone School, 6710 N.
Washtenaw Ave.; Rogers School,
7345 N. Washtenaw Ave., and the
Jordan School, 7414 N. Wolcott
Ave.
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BEER fromp. 1

tion, I think we can maintain a successful
business.”

The brewing company is the only one in
Rogers Park. It doesn’t serve food, but has
partnered with the Sol Café, 1615 W. How-
ard, which provides burgers, sandwiches,
salads and a specialty sandwich on Fridays
and Saturdays. Other nearby restaurants
offer different fare that patrons may also
bring in or have delivered.

Despite many businesses closing, Pa-
tella and co-owner Dexter Ellis thought
the timing was right to open the taproom.
“I think it’s always a good time for a craft
brewery,” Patella said.

Chicago’s craft beer community is ever-
growing with over 139 breweries currently
in the city.

They first started putting their plan into
action pre-pandemic, but then the govern-
ment-imposed lockdown put those plans on
hold, along with everything else. So it was
a long and winding road before Howard
Street Brewing Company finally opened
its doors in this 104-year-old former the-
atre. They were scheduled to open in 2020,
but supply chain issues and the pandemic
played ... well you know.

“In our modern times with everything
available directly at your house, and many
people still working from home, I think
people want to get out of the house,” said
Patella. “We provide a very relaxed, so-
cial space for folks to take a break from
the-day-to-day. I often hear from custom-
ers that they’re happy we’re open and re-
ally excited to have a craft brewery in the
neighborhood.”

Ellis recently moved to New Orleans; the
partners worked on the craft bar concept
and refined many of the recipes together.

NEWS-STAR

left,
Patella opened Howard Street
Company, 1617 W. Howard St., on May 26.
It’s the northernmost brewery and, possibly,
the smallest one in the city.

Photo courtesy of Howard Street Brewing

and Chuck
Brewing

Co-owners Dexter Ellis,

“I can’t thank him enough for believing
in this business and sharing his extensive,
creative beer knowledge,” Patella said.

He also praised the community, which
has been welcoming and supportive, and
the city and Ald. Maria Hadden’s 49th
ward office for their support in assisting
with licensing, zoning and inspections.

What’s on tap

Patella has been homebrewing for more
than 10 years. “I have a strong understand-
ing of how to extract flavor profiles out of
the ingredients, but you never know until
you try it,” he said. “We will sample the
beer from start to finish to make sure
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The 37 seat taproom offers 12 beer styles.

we’re getting the flavor and the quality we
need.”

Feedback from customers has been over-
whelmingly positive.

He finds it interesting that the best-
selling brew changes daily -- perhaps it’s
the community-friendly ambiance with
patrons tasting, comparing and conversing
about the beer.

Their top sellers are Better Late Than
Never, Rogers Proud, Mango Baby and
Snarky Retort.

“I feel like beer is a bit like music, where
it’s all been done before, you just need to
find your flavor passions and focus on
those,” Patella said. “Out of that, hopefully
you come up with something unique that
people really enjoy.”

In addition to serving craft beer, Howard
Street Brewing also offers a special wed-
ding package in which it’ll design the per-
fect beer for the occasion. The client and
up to six guests can even help brew the
recipe onsite.

Patella has a full-time position in the
tech industry, and the brewery has lim-
ited brewing capacity. Therefore, Howard
Street Brewing Company is open four days
a week: Thursdays 3-11 p.m.; Fridays 3
p-m.- midnight; Saturdays noon-midnight;
and Sundays noon-8 p.m. Only credit cards
are accepted (no cash).

Oh, just another reminder, bring your
own Monopoly game. Or Risk... Clue,
Game of Life, or what ever your game is.

BIKE PATHS fromp. 1

tected bike lanes in Chicago and by the end
of this year,” the city release states. CDOT’s
target is for 70% of all protected bike lanes
to include curb separation. Remaining pro-
tected bike lanes will be upgraded in 2023.

That concrete bike lane protection is
surely going to come from forfeiting ve-
hicle street parking.

CDOT will utilize a combination of tra-
ditional concrete curbs as well as pre-cast
curbs to allow for quicker implementation.
The pre-cast curbs will be constructed in
various sizes to allow for concrete curb sep-
aration on narrower protected bike lanes,
where once cars were allowed to park.

In 2021 the city began a two-year process

of building 45 miles of connected neigh-
borhood bike networks in Austin, Belmont
Cragin, North Lawndale, and 13 miles of
bikeways on the Far South Side.

Chicago will soon have more than 400
miles of on-street bikeways and off-street
paths.

The immediate plan now seems focussed
on areas outside of the North Side, but af-
ter 2023 that may change. In the near term,
those who park private vehicles on North
Side public streets may want to use this
ceasefire period to locate private off-street
parking. With the city allowing the expan-
sion of high-density TOD and POD hous-
ing developments all over the North Side,
with little to no new parking, that game of
musical chairs has already begun.

POOLS fromp. 1

They have now opened 37 pools across
the city based on securing only 55% of the
targeted number of qualified seasonal life-
guards who have successfully completed
the hiring process.

The CPD will also limit access to four
smaller, beach areas to re-deploy life-
guards to support operations at neighbor-
hood pools.

Those pools will be open to the public
five days a week and days of operation will
be determined by park hours and staff ca-
pacity.

The CPD selected a combination of
indoor and outdoor pools based on geo-

graphical location, staffing requirements
and availability, the condition of the pool,
historical usage, pool capacity, access to
public transportation and safety consider-
ations.

Patrons should visit the District’s web-
site or contact the nearest park swimming
pool for pool hours.

North Side Pools now open:

California Park: 3843 N. California Ave.
Chase Park: 4701 N. Ashland Ave.
Holstein Park: 2200 N. Oakley Ave.
Humboldt Park: 1400 N. Humboldt Blvd.
Pulaski Park: 1419 W. Blackhawk St.
River Park: 5100 N. Francisco Ave.
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