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By John Holden

Fifty years ago this summer, 
New York City was plunged into 
a fiscal crisis that threatened to 
send America’s largest munici-
pality to bankruptcy court. A July 
1 program at the Chicago History 
Museum revisited that fateful 
chapter in history, suggesting that 
Chicago may be on the cusp of a 
similar fate.

The New York saga in 1975 
produced one of the most mem-
orable newspaper front pages 
in American history – “Ford to 
City: Drop Dead” – after Presi-
dent Gerald Ford refused to pro-
vide the federal bailout city of-
ficials were desperately seeking. 
That infamous headline inspired 
the title of a recent documentary 
“Drop Dead City” which was the 
centerpiece of a sobering forum 
jointly sponsored by the Chicago 
Policy Forum, the Better Govern-
ment Assoc. [BGA], and the Civic 
Federation.

“Chicago is the greatest city in 
America, but it is the worst gov-
erned,” said Austin Berg, execu-
tive director of the Chicago Pol-
icy Forum, who moderated the 
discussion following the screen-
ing. His organization has been 
pressing for Chicago to adopt a 
city charter, noting that Chicago 

is America’s only major city with-
out one. 

This in turn has given rise to 
many of Chicago’s governmen-
tal and fiscal problems, Berg ar-
gued.

“There are no checks and bal-
ances in Chicago government,” 
noted panelist Joe Ferguson, 
former Chicago Inspector Gen-
eral and currently president of the 
Civic Federation, the city’s main 
fiscal watchdog. Chicago “is in as 
bad of shape” as New York was 
at the time of its fiscal implosion, 
noted Ferguson. 

He went on to list a litany of fis-
cal woes facing Chicago, includ-
ing that the city currently dedi-
cates more than 40% of its budget 
for pension fund and debt service 
payments, more than twice as 
much as any other city. 

The documentary film detailed 
how New York City had gone on a 
massive spending spree and more 
than tripled its outlays in 10 years 
starting in 1963. Amazingly, the 
City was not keeping even basic 
tabs on its spending. The good 
times came to an abrupt halt in 
1974 following the mayoral elec-
tion of the hapless Abe Beame 
who took office just as the house 
of cards came crashing down. 

It took years for New York City 
to right its fiscal ship of state and 
that was only after it was forced 
to by a financial oversight board 
appointed by the state and led by 
the legendary Felix Rohatyn, who 

came to be regarded as the na-
tion’s leading guru of municipal 
finance. 

Before it recovered, New York 
spun out of control with mass 
employee layoffs, union strikes, 
trash-filled streets, crime spiral-
ing out of control, and arson fires 
seemingly burning down half the 
city.

Noting the lack of accountabil-
ity in Chicago, David Greising, 
president and CEO of the BGA, 
noted that during Chicago’s fierce 
2025 budget battle, Chicago al-
dermen sent a number of letters 
to Mayor Brandon Johnson’s ad-
ministration seeking answers to 
a number of questions on City fi-
nances. Their queries were never 
answered, said Greising.

Chicago’s four pension funds 
collectively only have 23% of the 
assets needed to pay out current 

Chicago’s debts approaching  
twice its budget

Forum examined parallels 
between Chicago  
and NYC’s fiscal crises

Music is the timeless experience  
of constant change.

—  Jerry Garcia

The City recently announced 
plans for the start of construction 
on the Halsted Ave. viaduct, the 
Chicago Ave. viaduct and Chica-
go Ave. bridge in River North. 

The project includes replac-
ing the existing temporary Chi-
cago Ave. bridge with a tied-arch 
bridge and building a new viaduct 
to replace the current Chicago-
Halsted Viaduct. 

Nearby projects expected to be 
under construction at the same 
time as this project include the 
replacement of the Division St. 
Bridges Project, Bally’s Casino, 
Universal Horror Unleashed and 
Halsted Landing.

Construction on the Division 
St. Bridges on Goose Island are 
expected to share roughly the 
same timeline as the Chicago 
Ave. Bridge and Halsted viaduct 
projects. So getting around River 

Multiple bridge and viaduct 
projects start soon, roadways 

closed, major traffic jams expected
North, the Goose Island area and 
points west with both bridge proj-
ects under construction is likely 
to be very difficult in the next two 
years with major traffic tie-ups to 
be expected.

Work on Halsted Ave. is ex-
pected to begin around Aug. 1, 
and work on the Chicago Ave. 
bridge is expected to begin as 
soon as Sept. 1.

The construction will result in 
a full vehicular, bike, scooter and 
pedestrian closure on the Chicago 
Ave. bridge for a year. The City 
will implement detours for pe-
destrians, vehicles, and CTA buses 
during the entirety of construction. 

Work on Halsted Ave. is ex-
pected to be completed by the end 
of summer 2026, and construc-
tion on the Chicago Ave. bridge is 
expected to be completed by the 
end of 2026.

BY CWBCHICAGO

The mass shooting July 3 out-
side a River North lounge, which 
claimed 18 victims, including 
four fatalities, marks Chicago’s 
deadliest shooting in at least 12 
years and it may be the city’s 
worst ever.

Drive-by gunmen opened fire 
on a crowd standing outside Artis 
Lounge, 311 W. Chicago Ave., as 
a record release party for rapper 
Mello Buckzz concluded around 
11 p.m., officials said. The rap-
per, whose Facebook page in-
cludes references to a South Side 

With community safety con-
cerns fresh on their minds, the 
Streeterville community is host-
ing a public safety forum 5:30 
p.m. Tuesday, July 29, at North-
western Univ. Hughes Audito-
rium, 303 E. Superior.

The Streeterville Organiza-
tion of Active Residents [SOAR] 
forum will host a group of panel-
ists including 18th District police 
Cmdr. Christopher Bielfeldt, Cook 
County Sheriff Tom Dart, N avy 
Pier Executive Director of Safety 
and Security Dan O’Shea, Direc-
tor of Security for the Magnifi-

Streeterville public safety forum 
July 29

cent Mile Glenn White and Exec-
utive VP of P4 Security Services 
for Northwestern Medicine Steve 
Vitale.  

“These are the people and or-
ganizations that are out there 
in our neighborhood 24/7 looking 
out for the safety of everyone,” 
said SOAR’s Deborah Gersh-
bein.  “This forum will give at-
tendees an opportunity to  ask 
questions and get answers from 
those who protect and serve us.”

To register for the forum call 
312-280-2596 or visit www.soar-
chicago.org.

debt see p. 12

Worst ever?
With 18 injured, shooting 
outside River North lounge 
may be a Chicago record

street gang faction, claimed that 
her boyfriend was one of the four 
people killed. No arrests have 
been made.

Conversations with veteran and 
retired first responders, along 
with searches of historical news 
reports, failed to identify any 
shooting in Chicago’s history that 
claimed 18 victims.

According to HeyJackass, a 
website that meticulously com-
piles Chicago crime data from 
CPD reports and open-source 
materials, the River North shoot-
ing is the deadliest recorded since 
the site began operations in 2013.

Its records show the Chicago 
shootings with the highest num-
ber of victims since 2013 are:

• 18 shot, four fatally, following 

a rapper’s release party at Artis 
Lounge at 311 W. Chicago Ave. 
on July 2.

• 15 shot, none killed, at a Hal-
loween party in the 1200 block of 
S. Pulaski Rd. on Oct. 29, 2023

• 15 shot, none killed, outside a 
funeral home in the 1000 block of 
West 79th St. on July 21, 2020

• 14 shot, 1 fatally, at a Hallow-
een party in the 800 block of S. 
California on Oct. 31, 2022

• 13 shot, none killed, at a me-
morial for a murder victim in the 
5700 block of South May on Dec. 
22, 2019

• 13 shot, none killed, on the 
basketball court at Cornell Square 
Park, 1800 W. 51st Street, on Sept. 

worst see p. 12

The planned new Chicago Ave. Bridge.

“There are no checks 
and balances in Chicago 

government,” noted  
panelist Joe Ferguson, 

the city’s main fiscal  
watchdog. Chicago  

“is in as bad of shape”  
as New York was at the 
time of its fiscal implo-

sion, noted Ferguson.

Ward Supt. Marty Casey with with 
Ald. Timmy Knudsen, [43rd].

Lincoln Park Ward  
Superintendent retires

As ward Superintendent, 
Marty Casey was an invaluable 
and member of the Lincoln Park 
community. Last week Casey re-
tired from his post after 28 years 
serving Chicago residents. Casey 
started working for Chicago in 
1997 as a motor truck driver. He 
then moved on to serve as the 
sweeper driver for the 47th Ward 
for six years until being promoted 
as the Superintendent for the 47th 
Ward in 2003. In 2011, Marty be-
came the 43rd Ward Superinten-
dent under former Ald. Michele 
Smith. Casey says he is looking 

forward to enjoying his antique 
cars, relaxing in the pool, and 
some quiet days at the beach.
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A touch of Ireland at the corner of State and Rush.
A place to see and be seen.

A touch of Ireland at the corner of State and Rush.
A place to see and be seen.

BAR AND GRILL

1050 N. State St.
Open 10 a.m. to 4 a.m. 365 days a year  
312-266-6340                              dublinschicago.com

How do the bourgeoise lose all semblance of manners?

I’m not Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 
Arthur Dimmsdale from “The 
Scarlet Letter.” Nor the headmas-
ter of a boarding school. Nor a so-
cial climbing wanna-be debutant 
or a character who slipped off the 
pages of a Jane Austen novel. 

Or worst yet, a scolding Queen 
Camilla from you-know-where.

I’m just someone who thinks 
people should be able to eat in 
peace. 

We’re no longer filthy rough 
riders on the trails, hungry and 
thirsty for our vittles. We seldom 
have to kill for ourselves what we 
eat anymore. 

Food of quality, or at least food 
of some reasoned preparation, 
is close by. Often at the creation 
of our own hands. We appear to 
have efficient talents enough to 
keep our palates satisfied, if not 
delighted. 

Food is an industry and an 
achievement of some comforting 
domestic intelligence. Its prepa-
ration and consumption occupies 
a significant portion of our liv-
ing. Just look at the activities of 
such stars as Martha Stewart, Ina 
Garten, Lidia Bastianich, Grant 
Achatz, Bill Kim and Bobby Flay. 

at once, shouting to get their poor-
ly rehearsed monologues heard. 

They noticed my troubled 
stares, and kept asking if they 
could buy me a drink. I told them 
I had just called an Uber. But I did 
take a Limoncello.

Another desecrated sad place 
to endure at lunch 
is RL, Ralph Lau-
ren’s Bar & Grill. 
There, especially 
on Fridays, large 
parties of younger 
women from the 
North Shore jam 
around round ta-
bles where they 
precede to drink 
large amounts of 
wine. 

Very well 
coiffed. Beauti-
fully put together. 
Elegantly dressed. 
They quickly pro-
ceed to dash any semblance of 
their Winnetka polish.  And any 
semblance of their East Coast 
educations. Their former mentors 
would take a stick to these dames 
who have lost their debutante 
ways while eating and drink-
ing. Instead giving into the wild 
freedom of being in the city and 
rubbing elbows at Ralph Lauren’s 
dining room.

How do the bourgeoise lose all 
semblance of manners? Is it just 
too much time spent at the coun-
try club? Or perhaps these tired 
souls have discovered their hus-
bands are escorting more well-

And the timeless legacies of Julia 
Child, James Beard and Anthony 
Bourdain. Their cooking skills 
and kitchen creations carry us 
into the world of sauces, soufflés, 
au gratins, marinades, poaching, 
sautés, and expert grills.

Over time, grace and good 
manners have bred us into more 
genteel folk. After all, are modern 
humans not more sensitive to our 
environments? The intricate de-
tails of dining that go far beyond 
mere hygiene, but rather carry us 
into the cultural cuisines of far 
away tastes, and pantries spread 
across a wide spectrum from rare 
tenderloins and suckling ducks to 
roasted Bonzinos and high-end 
burgers, Italian beefs and a clas-
sic Chicago hot dog.

While the quality and variety 
of our foods has risen to fragrant 
heights, more and more of the 
behavior and manners of those 
consuming the vittles has barely 
risen beyond the cavemen stage. 

There’s better manners dis-
played among the cold beer 
crowds at Wrigley or Rate Fields.

Are we not appalled at the be-
havior of many Chicago restau-
rant diners, especially of my own 
generation, across all Zip Codes 
and fine tables around town?

This has pushed me over the 
edge.

The things that rile me the most 
are the frivolous, loud, rambunc-
tious, vulgar goings-on that are 
supposed to pass for conversations 
in some of Chicago’s finest eater-
ies. Less sophisticated restaurants 
appear to exercise a better sense 
of deportment and control among 
diners. There’s an inverse propor-
tion here, one that appears to be 
far less tolerant of loud commo-
tion and bad manners in smaller, 
less famous eateries. Cafes and 

more informal spots seem to cu-
rate atmospheres of competence 
and low key conversations. 

The reverse seems to be the law 
of the land in more well-known 
and posh eateries.

While dining at a well-known, 
highly-prized restaurant, I wit-
nessed people arriving for their 
reservations, taking stools at the 
long bar to await their compan-
ions. As more and more guests 
filled the bar, the level of loud 
talking almost became intoler-
able. Women especially. Hardly 
taking a breath while expound-
ing. Talking, almost shouting, like 
they were delivering a monologue. 
Punctuating their talk with high 
school girl screams of excitement 
and sounds of relished delight 
that everyone else throughout 
the premises could clearly hear. 
Many heads turned.

Sitting and waiting, slugging on 
a cocktail only seemed to fuel the 
loud tone of their chaotic speech. 

Appalling. Even as children, we 
never behaved so ill-mannered or 
poorly trained as all these corpo-
rate folk. 

And when seated they only car-
ried their poor manners to their 
table.

At another large round table for 
eight, the assembled eaters had 
several high-end Italian wines de-
canted, then turned their dining 
experience into something akin 
to being at a Bear’s game. I knew 
one overweight banker among the 
six loud men and one woman. She 
was a squealer. All spoke mostly 
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mannered city office girls out for 
lunch.

I don’t have the right solution. 
No restaurant wants to censor the 
behavior of paying customers. But 
the expectations of a semblance of 
decorum might be in order.

Maybe everyone needs a few 
lessons from the Madame’s of the 
Sacred Heart or a stricter mentor 
from Country Day. 

This nonsense must stop be-
fore some well-trained bus boy or 
server pulls the chairs out from 
under their derrières. 

Perhaps cataloguing their 
names and exposing this behav-
ior on social media like X and 
TikTok would help? They’re not 
doing the restaurants any favors 
when people go elsewhere to eat. 

Jane Austen and Nathaniel 
Hawthorne don’t look so bad.

CHI-TOWN HONOR: Three 
Chicagoans, Archbishop Mi-
chael G. McGovern of Omaha, 
Archbishop Jeffrey S. Grob 
of Milwaukee and Archbishop 
Robert G. Casey of Cincinnati, 

were among those 
invested with the 
pallium by Pope 
Leo XIV, the ex-
ternal woolen 
vestment worn by 
residential arch-
bishops. All be-
gan their ministry 
as priests of the 
Archdiocese of 
Chicago.

C H I C A G O 
H I S T O R Y :  
Candace Jordan 
is making history, 
announcing her 
personal collec-

tion of Playboy memorabilia has 
been acquired by the Chicago 
History Museum. This marks the 
first time a Bunny/Playmate is 
featured in a major museum ex-
hibition, celebrating her unique 

manners see p. 8

For more information, visit www.EdgewaterHistory.org

July 9 5:00 pm  Lakewood Balmoral Historic District 
   Meet at Berwyn and Lakewood

July 10 6:00 pm  North Edgewater Beach
  Meet at Kenmore and Granville

July 12 11:00 am  Magnolia Glen
  Meet at Magnolia and Early

July 19 10:30 am  Discover the Art Underfoot 
  Meet at the Osterman Beach pier

Aug. 2 11:00 am  Bryn Mawr Historic District
  Meet at the Edgewater Beach Apts.

Aug. 9 11:00 am  Edgewater Glen Historic District
  Meet at Granville and Lakewood

Aug. 24 10:30 am  Discover the Art Underfoot 
  Meet at the Foster Ave. beach house

2025 Edgewater
Historical Society
Walking Tours

2025 Edgewater
Historical Society

Walking Tours

For the details of each tour, or for more 
information, please go to 

www.EdgewaterHistory.org 

EHS is offering 8 walking tours this year for 
$15/person. There is a limit of 20 people per 
tour. Order tickets at bit.ly/ehswalk11. Here is 
the current list of available tours.
June 22 11:00 am Andersonville Historic District –

Meet at the EHS Museum
July 9   5:00 pm Lakewood Balmoral Historic

District – meet at Berwyn and
Lakewood

July 10   6:00 pm North Edgewater Beach tour –
meet at Kenmore and Granville

July 12 11:00 am Magnolia Glen – meet at Magnolia
and Early

July 19 10:30 am Discover the Art Underfoot – meet
at the Osterman Beach pier

Aug. 2 11:00 am Bryn Mawr Historic District – meet
at the Edgewater Beach Apts.

Aug. 9 11:00 am Edgewater Glen Historic District –
meet at Granville and Lakewood

Aug. 24 10:30 am Discover the Art Underfoot – meet
at the Foster Ave. beach house

Tickets $15 per person
Order tickets at bit.ly/ehswalk11

Limit of 20 people per tour

Notre École de Musique

5036 N. Lincoln Ave., Lincoln Square
(773) 580-1718  |  nedmchicago.com

Piano & Voice • Children & Adults
Traditional Method 
Music Theory / Solfège
Chamber Music   
Choir and Early Child (Dalcroze) Ensembles  

Behavior barely risen 
beyond the cavemen stage

Candace Jordan

While the quality and variety of our foods has risen to fragrant heights in 
the last few generations, public behavior and manners of those dining out 
has barely risen since the Dark Ages.
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Outside is fun again.
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Yes it’s road construction sea-
son, and the Illinois Dept. of 
Transportation announced that as 
part of the ongoing rehabilitation 
of the Kennedy Expy., work has 
shifted on I-90/94 from the Edens 
Expy. south to the junction at 
Ohio St., after a stage change was 
completed Tuesday night.

The work was anticipated to be 
completed by 5 a.m. Wednesday, 
July 9, when the new traffic pat-
tern will be in place.

The new work means that fol-
lowing ramps to the Kennedy will 
close:
• Outbound Kennedy to Augus-

ta Blvd./Milwaukee Ave., antici-
pated to reopen mid-October.
•  North Ave. (Illinois 64) to 

outbound Kennedy, anticipated to 
reopen early September.
• Outbound Kennedy to Armit-

age Ave., anticipated to reopen 
early September.
•  Fullerton Ave. to outbound 

Kennedy, anticipated to reopen 
mid-August.
• Outbound Kennedy to Kim-

ball Ave., anticipated to reopen 
mid-August.

Current ramp closures include 
Keeler Ave. to outbound Kenne-
dy, which is anticipated to reopen 
early September; and outbound 
Kennedy to Kostner Ave., which 
is anticipated to reopen early Sep-
tember.

Kennedy Expy. 
bridge work 
means I-94  

ramp closures

Zoning Commitee Notification.                                Courtesy Zoning Cmte.

BY BOB ZULEY

The City Council’s Committee 
on Zoning Landmarks and Build-
ing Standards issued a meeting 
Agenda including notification to 
the recorded owners of real es-
tate on the Authentic Tax Record 
of Cook County regarding the  
proposed upzoning of the 2.6 mile 
stretch of the Broadway corridor 
from Devon Ave to Montrose.

The notice was allegedly sent 
by the Dept. of Planning and 
Development [DPD] to prop-
erty owners if their property is  
either in or within 250 feet of  
the boundary of the address  
affected. This includes Broadway 
itself and on intersecting streets.

The notice invites property 
owners who harbor objections 
to the zoning change to person-
ally address the Zoning Commit-
tee.  The notice does not invite 
people who are in agreement with 
the zoning change to participate.  
Appearances are voluntary.  

Written public comment on any 
items listed on the Agenda will 
be accepted via email at nicole. 
wellhausen@cityofchicago.org 
until 8 A.M., July 14.

The Zoning Committee meet-
ing is scheduled in the City 
Council Chambers located at 121 
N. LaSalle St., 2nd Fl., 10 a.m.  
Tuesday, July 15.

The Edgewater Residents for 
Responsible Development ob-
jects to the City’s plans. Patricia  

City moves ahead with hearing  
on Broadway upzoning,  

residents cite irregularities, 
illegalities in notices

Sharkey, president of the organi-
zation, in an electronic statement 
to this newspaper, cited glaring 
inaccuracies in the notification 
process including “extremely 
confusing and lack[ing] critical 
information like the common  
addresses of the properties being 
forcibly upzoned.” 

“Our position is that the City 
Council Committee is powerless 
to hold a hearing on the Broadway 
upzoning applications until DPD 
and Ald. Manaa-Hoppenworth 
comply with the Zoning Code – 
that prohibition is clearly stated 
in the Code itself. The Commit-
tee has no authority to bend these 
statutory rules for a City-initiat-
ed upzoning just because DPD 
and three Alderpersons chose to 
try to forcibly upzone 2.6 miles 

of properties in one swoop,”  
Sharkey wrote. 

“They can’t deny due process 
to the property owners, busi-
nesses, and residents just for the 
City’s own convenience. It’s not 
only terrible public policy – it’s 
illegal.”

In closing, Sharkey wrote, 
“DPD and complicit Alderper-
sons may have gotten away with 
these slip-shod practices without 
being challenged, but in Edgewa-
ter we’re not going to allow the 
downtown bureaucrats behind 
this upzoning to break the law to 
run over our community. We’re 
hoping the Chairman and some 
other smart Alderpersons on the 
Committee understand they can’t 
break the rules.”

Join in for a joint Edgewater 
and Rogers Park happy hour net-
working event 7 p.m. Wed, July 
23 at the H ampton Inn Rooftop, 
1209 W. Albion Ave.

Edgewater Chamber of Com-
merce and Rogers Park Business 
Alliance are joining forces to host 
this networking event. Everybody 

Joint Rogers Park, Edgewater 
networking event July 23

is invited, and don’t forget to 
bring business cards. 

No cost for chamber paid mem-
bers with an advance RSVP, oth-
erwise the cost is $20. Admission 
includes light bites and beverages. 
For more information or reserva-
tions, call 773-508-5885.
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3218 W. Irving 
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$5  
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CAR WASH
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MENTION THIS AD  
to receive 10% OFF on your order

www.cityhomevacuum.com

The 54th Annual Shef-
field Garden Walk support-
ing the Sheffield Neigh-
borhood Assoc. returns 
Saturday, July 19 - Sunday, 
July 20. This event features 
tours of 50+ stunning gar-
dens, live music, interac-
tive installations, architec-
ture tours with the Chicago 
Architecture Center, and a 
Saturday Family Fest. Event 
programs will be for sale at 
St. Vincent de Paul Church, 
1010 W. Webster.

Sheffield 
Garden Walk

One of Rogers Park’s most 
well-known investors last week 
sold a 6-building, 263-unit Rog-
ers Park multifamily portfolio for 
$45 million to Silver Property 
Group, equating to $171,000 per 
unit.

Jennifer Pritzker and Tawani 
Enterprises sold the portfolio to 
Silver Property Group’s [SPG] 
Ron Abrams, an established 
landlord of midsize multifamily 
properties in Chicago. SPG owns 
an estimated 100 buildings in the 
city.

Pritzker, President and CEO 
of Tawani, is Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s 
cousin. The properties include 
1334 W. Morse Ave., 1337 W. 
Fargo Ave., 1323 W. Morse Ave., 
1373 W. Greenleaf Ave., 1334 W. 
Lunt Ave., and 1441 W. Jarvis 
Ave.

A unique asset in the portfolio 

by Don DeBat

The 
Home 
Front

Home-loan interest rates have 
been on a downward slide for the 
past five weeks, giving Chicago-
area house hunters hope for lock-
ing in affordable mortgages later 
this summer.

On July 3, Freddie Mac’s Pri-
mary Mortgage Market Survey 
reported that benchmark 30-year 
fixed home loans nationwide av-
eraged 6.67%, down from 6.77% a 
week earlier.  A year ago, lenders 

Home-loan rates  
on a downward slide for past five weeks

were quoting 6.95% on 30-year 
fixed loans. 

“The average 30-year fixed-
rate mortgage decreased for the 
fifth consecutive week,” said Sam 
Khater, Freddie Mac’s chief econ-
omist. “This is the largest weekly 
decline since early March.”

While declining mortgage rates 
are encouraging, and overall af-
fordability challenges remain, 
“we are seeing more sellers en-
ter the market giving prospec-
tive buyers an advantage,” Khater 
said.

Freddie Mac also reported that 
average 15-year fixed-rate loans 

declined to 5.80% from 5.89% a 
week earlier. A year ago, the 15-
year loans averaged 6.25%.

The Freddie Mac survey is 
focused on conventional, con-
forming, fully amortizing home-
purchase loans for borrowers who 
place a 20% down payment and 
have excellent credit.

Lenders currently are charging 
6.8% on 30-year fixed-rate jumbo 
mortgages, and 5.83% on 10-year 
fixed loans. Rates on 5/1 adjust-
able-rate mortgages are currently 
6.04%.

However, borrowers who are 
willing to shop around and pay 

“points” can “buy down” their 
interest rate. For example, if you 
took out a 30-year fixed-rate 
mortgage at 6.71% last week you 
could easily buy the rate down to 
6.5%.

A point equals 1% of the loan 
amount. On a $450,000 loan, 
the 20% down payment would 
be $80,000. A 2-point buy-down 
would cost about $1,600. If your 
credit score is 780 or higher, the 
interest rate could be lower.   

Experts say declining mortgage 
rates show the economy’s surpris-
ing resilience in the face of what 
were predicted to be mounting 
h e a d w i n d s 
from Presi-
dent Donald 
Trump’s tar-
iffs and gov-
ernment job 
cuts.

According 
to the CME 
FedWatch, a 
quarter-point 
Federal Re-
serve Board 
rate cut in September is likely if 
President Trump eases some of 
his aggressive tariff measures.

However, pessimists say linger-
ing inflation, threats of a global 
trade war and policy turbulence 
have created an uncertain eco-
nomic outlook. In response, the 
Fed has adopted a wait-and-see 
approach, and left the Fed-funds 
interest rate unchanged this year.

High home prices and skyrock-
eting homeownership expenses, 
such as insurance and property 
taxes and further compounding 
the pressure on prospective buy-
ers, analysts say.

The possibility of a job-loss 
recession is also pushing many 
households to tighten their bud-
gets and take on less financial 
risk, although through the first 
half of the year our employment 
numbers have been strong. In 
June, the U.S. economy added 
147,000 jobs, while the unem-
ployment rate remained relatively 
stable at 4.1%.

For more housing news, visit. 
Don DeBat is co-author of “Es-
caping Condo Jail,” the ultimate 
survival guide for condominium 
living. Visit www.escapingcondo-
jail.com.

The Farcroft, 1337 W. Fargo.

Pritzker sells Rogers Park portfolio for $45M to Silver Property Group
is The Farcroft, 1337 W. Fargo. 
Mere steps from Lake Michigan, 
it was built about 100 years ago 
and was designed by a magician 
and architect, Charles W. Nicol. It 
has unique architectural flourish-
es including a wood burning fire-
place in the lobby and a rooftop 
pool. Tawani completed a renova-
tion of the property in 2013, ac-
cording to TheRealDeal.com.  

Abrams told reporter Emma 
Whalen that his firm has fo-
cused solely on Chicago since 
its founding 13 years ago. “I be-
lieve in Chicago, and being here 
and knowing all the players got 
us the deal and got us financing,” 
he said. Abrams told Whalen that 
the financing came from JPMor-
gan Chase, with about 65% of the 
sale financed. 

Securing financing in Chica-
go has been difficult for several 

years as lenders’ perception of the 
market has been restrained by the 
regions unpredictable property 
tax environment, unsustainable 
government debt and spending, 
and a dire political scene. 

Real estate industry experts 
suggest that listings for larger 
rental properties are hitting the 
market now as landlords seek 
to test out the city’s rent growth 
hype. Chicago rents increased 
2.6% last year, which was double 
the national average, according to 
TheRealDeal. That trend is fore-
casted to continue due to a slow 
supply pipeline. 

Part of the city’s rent growth 
has been fueled by a historic lag 
in development.  Construction 
deliveries are expected to fall by 
40% in 2025.

Sam Khater

Borrowers who are willing to shop around and pay “points” can “buy down” 
their interest rate.
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4418 N. Kedzie Ave. 
Closed Sundays

www.autorepair-4less.com

773-880-0144
ONE-YEAR OR 12,000 MILE

GUARANTEE ON ALL WORK

Complete
Body Shop Service

Brakes • Tires 
Emissions Repairs

Tune-Ups  
Transmission Repairs

Foreign & Domestic 
Light Trucks

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL
$3999 $6999

Synthetic Blend Full Synthetic

Includes Oil & Filter,  
23-Point Inspection and  

Air Pressure Check

Exp. Dec. 31, 2025

$25 $50 $75
OFF OFF OFF

FREE BRAKE  
CHECK

Check Brake Pads,  
Rotor Surface, Brake Fluid 

and Brake Components
Exp. Dec. 31, 2025

Fall Discounts

ANY SERVICE ANY SERVICE ANY SERVICE
 $200 $300 $750

Let us in introduce you 
to the most comfortable 
dental care. IV sedation
is ideal for:

• Dental anxiety and fear
• Aversion to needles and
 the sound of the drill
• Inability to get numb
• Hypertensive gag re�ex
• Special needs (physical, 
 behavioral, cognitive)
• Improved treatment e�ciency

With 35 years of experience  
in Chicagoland, we’re ready 
to work with you in optimizing 
your care and comfort.

“With IV Sedation, 
I slept through 

my whole dental
procedure!”

Call or visit us today!  312-596-2200 
lincolnparkcda.com  2551 N. Clark Ste. 502 • Chicago, IL 60614

Dr. Robert L Tentler, DDS
Diplomate of American 
Society of Dentist 
Anesthesiologist

BY BOB ZULEY

Lake Michigan’s water level has fallen 
3.4 feet in the past five years from its June 
and July 2020 peak, according to longtime 
Edgewater resident Tom Skilling, a retired 
broadcast meteorologist.  

Skilling retired earlier this year, but 
still shares his observations and photos of 
meteorological events on his social media 
page.

Though the Great Lakes still holds 21% 
of the world’s fresh water, the 3.4 foot 
drop is significant. Each inch the lake falls 
equates to a loss of nearly 800-billion gal-
lons of water.

The most recent report of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers puts the current Lake 
Michigan/Huron lake level 10 inches lower 
than this time last year.

Recall that in 2020, Chicagoland, and 
the entire Great Lakes region was in dire 
straights as lake levels were tipping over 
100-year highs, and the wave action did 
broad damage along the North Lakefront.

“A combination of lower precipitation 
coupled with increased evaporation over 
winter months as a result of reduced lake 

ice in warmer winter temps are among 
the causes of the lake level drop,” Skilling 

shared.
This reporter shared with Skilling his 

recollection of launching boats at the Lake 
Michigan Water Trail Launch Site [boat 
launch] at Wilson Ave. in the early 1980s – 
now one of three dog beaches in the City of 
Chicago. And of water inundating Sheridan 
Rd. and the lakefront high-rises in 1983.

“Your recollection is right on, Bob! I re-
member during that high end of the cycle in 
the mid 1980s how water would wash onto 
Sheridan Rod. The Corps of Engineers was 
called in to strategically place wave-break-
ing boulders in place to prevent damage to 
shoreline buildings up and down the Chi-
cago shoreline.”

“The ups and downs in lake levels have 
always been part of the scene,” said Skill-
ing. “Levels dropped after the mid ‘80s; 
increased to a peak in 2020 – and are now 
cycling down. They’ll likely bottom out 
in coming years then ultimately increase 
again – and the cycle will continue. What’s 
undergoing change is the frequency and 
amplitude of these fluctuations which im-

pact shorelines.”
Skilling closed by saying that a survey 

of 241 lakefront municipalities in the Great 
Lakes Basin estimated that coastal dam-
age from climate change “will cost ap-
proximately $2 billion to repair over the 
next five years, with $878 million already 
spent.”

Newsman Geoffrey Baer posted a piece 
online on the former Wilson Ave. boat 
launch. Built in the 1970s, it allows driv-
ers to back their boat-trailer into the water 
and un-trailer the boat before removing the 
car.  

However, Baer reported that the design-
ers didn’t account for the water level drop-
ping so much, so often. But the lake is at 
the low-level cycle leaving the end of the 
boat ramps high and dry, and filled with 
sand. It didn’t have a very long life and was 
last used around 1988, according to Baer.

Even if lake levels were to return to 1970 
levels, the boat launch would be unus-

(Left) Lake Michigan’s shoreline extended much further west, noted by the Abandoned Shoreline of Lake Michigan Marker. Image courtesy Waymarking.com (Center) Inside the old Wilson Ave 
Boat Launch.  Photo by Bob Zuley  (Right) Tom Skilling. Photo by Anthony Vazquez/Sun-Times

Lake’s water level has fallen 3.4 feet in cyclical pattern
Edgewater’s Tom Skilling shares 
his observations

Lake Chicago was a prehistoric proglacial 
lake that existed in the Lake Michigan basin 
during the last glacial period. It was formed 
as the Laurentide Ice Sheet retreated, leav-
ing behind a vast body of meltwater that over 
time was drained away and became the City 
of Chicago.

West Nile virus [WNV] has been de-
tected in mosquitoes in Rogers Park. On 
June 30, the Chicago Dept. of Public Health  
Commissioner reportedly confirmed the 
presence of the virus in mosquitoes collected 
in the far North Side during a public event. 

West Nile-positive mosquitoes have been 
found in various parts of Chicago over the 
last few years. 

According to CDPH Public Information 
Coordinator Jacob W. Martin, CDPH iden-
tified a small number of WNV-positive 
mosquitoes in Rogers Park the week of 
June 23, but did not identify any in the same 
area the week of June 30. There have not 

West Nile virus found in Rogers Park
been any confirmed human cases of WNV 
in Chicago in 2025. “We are currently at a 
moderate risk of WNV in Chicago, so all 
Chicagoans, regardless of where they live 
in the City, should be taking precautions to 
protect themselves from WNV.”

During a budget engagement meeting at 
Malcolm X College, Health Cmsr. Simbo 
Ige told a representative of the Rogers 
Park Chamber of Commerce [RPCC] that 
she had contacted the 49th Ward office to 
inform them about finding WNV in Rog-
ers Park.

level see p. 10

west nile see p. 10
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Police 
Beat

Face tats help Chicago police 
identify train robber (again)

A 26-year-old man with a violent 
criminal history and distinctive facial 
tattoos, including a crown and “RIP” 
inked on his face, is charged with 
aggravated robbery after allegedly 
mugging a passenger on an Orange 
Line train in the Loop, authorities 
said.

Leonard Johnson, a multiple-time 
convicted felon, was detained by 
Judge James Costello following a 
courtroom out-
burst where he 
threatened the 
assistant state’s 
attorney, leading 
to his removal 
mid-hearing.

P r o s e c u t o r s 
detailed the in-
cident in a de-
tention petition, 
stating that Johnson blocked the 
train door, preventing a 27-year-old 
passenger from exiting as the train 
arrived at the station around 1 p.m. 
June 18.

He allegedly implied he had a gun 
and demanded money from the vic-
tim, who handed over a $20 bill.

But, in a surprising twist, the man 
reconsidered and asked if Johnson 
would accept a $5 bill instead.

“You just got robbed,” Johnson 
allegedly replied while also taking 
the $5 bill.

The victim promptly contacted 
police, describing the robber as a 
man with “numerous face tattoos” 
featuring a crown and “RIP,” accord-
ing to the detention petition. Inves-
tigators used that description, com-
bined with CTA surveillance footage, 
to match the robber to Johnson’s old 
mugshots.

Last week, officers patrolling the 
100 block of W. Lake St. spotted 
Johnson and took him into custody.

At the time of the robbery, John-
son was on pretrial release for felony 
retail theft. Prosecutors said he just 
finished parole for a 2018 carjacking 
in Lincoln Park. His extensive crimi-
nal record also includes convictions 
for violent crimes as both a juvenile 
and an adult, prosecutors said.

In 2018, Johnson was identified in 
a CTA video as the “primary aggres-
sor” in a group that surrounded a 
man on the Grand Red Line CTA 
platform, demanded his wallet, and 
then tried to withdraw money from 
his accounts at the station’s ATM. He 
eventually received a 3-year prison 
sentence.

Two years and one day after that 
robbery, Johnson and two accom-
plices carjacked a 27-year-old man 
in the 900 block of W. Armitage. 
Prosecutors said the men pulled the 
victim from his car, drove away with 
it, and then used his credit card at a 
gas station near Aurora. CPD detec-
tives recognized Johnson from the 
store’s video footage.

Man shot, critically injured  
on Red Line train in the Loop

A man was shot and critically 
wounded while riding a Red Line 

The superseding indictment was 
announced by Andrew S. Boutros, 
U.S. Attorney for the Northern District 
of Illinois.

Taxi driver run over  
in downtown carjacking,  
charges filed

A chaotic scene unfolded in down-
town Chicago July 4 when a Maywood 
man allegedly carjacked a taxi driver, 
ran him over, assaulted a woman, and 
fought with police officers before 

finally being sub-
dued and taken 
into custody.

According to 
Chicago police, 
Maurice McDow-
ell, 43, was ar-
rested just before 
midnight at 10 S. 
Wabash Ave. after 

a violent series of events that began 
moments earlier on the same street.

Investigators say McDowell forcibly 
pulled a 36-year-old taxi driver from 
his vehicle near Madison and Wabash, 
then drove over the victim with the 
stolen cab. He allegedly crashed the 
vehicle a short distance away, then 
attacked a 45-year-old woman on the 
street, striking her in the face.

Officers quickly found McDowell 
nearby, blocking the roadway. As they 
tried to arrest him, he fought back, 
battering officers and actively resist-
ing before being subdued and taken 
into custody, according to CPD.

The taxi driver was transported to 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital in 
serious condition. The woman Mc-
Dowell allegedly struck suffered mi-
nor injuries.

McDowell now faces an array of 
charges: attempted first-degree mur-
der, vehicular hijacking, aggravated 
battery to a peace officer, three mis-
demeanor counts of resisting, mis-
demeanor assault, and misdemeanor 
battery.

According to court records, Mc-
Dowell had two active warrants at 
the time of his arrest, one for misde-
meanor possession of drug parapher-
nalia and another for failing to ap-
pear in court late last month in a case 
where he is charged with driving on a 
revoked license following a personal 
injury crash.

He is scheduled to appear for a de-
tention hearing on Monday at 26th 
and California.

Cops nab violent crew suspected 
of at least 8 daytime robberies

Chicago police believe they have 
captured a three-man crew respon-
sible for a string of violent daylight 
robberies that have shaken parts of 
the city in recent weeks.

The arrests took place July 5—just 
about 30 minutes before CPD issued 
its second community alert regard-
ing the robbery crew, which detec-
tives have now linked to at least 
eight armed holdups committed this 
month alone.

In each case, the offenders jumped 
out of a gray Infiniti Q50 and robbed 
pedestrians at gunpoint before flee-
ing, CPD said. In several cases, the 
robbers demanded phone passcodes 
and pistol-whipped the victims be-
fore fleeing.

A source familiar with the investi-
gation said police learned the stolen 
Infiniti was returning to the area of 
Washington Blvd. and Central Ave. 
after each robbery spree. That intelli-
gence prompted investigators to put 
extra resources in the area.

Around 1:45 p.m. Saturday, officers 
spotted the Infiniti with all three sus-
pects inside and followed it for about 
eight minutes until the suspects 
bailed out near Kostner Ave. and Le 
Moyne St. Officers gave chase on foot 
and quickly apprehended all three. 
The driver was armed with a gun at 
the time of arrest, the source said.

Police impounded the Infiniti and 
recovered some of the robbery vic-
tims’ stolen property, according to 
the source. Charges were pending as 

ed in the 900 block of W. Weed St., 
near Goose Island. Both incidents 
involved suspects matching earlier 
descriptions and the same stolen 
gray Infiniti.

Criminal sexual abuse  
in Roscoe Village

Chicago Police are warning resi-
dents about a recent criminal sexual 
abuse and criminal trespass that 
occurred at 1:30 a.m. July 6, on the 
3400 block of N. Damen Ave in the 
Roscoe Village neighborhood.

In the incident, an unknown of-
fender [photo below] entered a 

p r o p e r t y 
in the 3400 
block of 
N. Damen 
w i t h o u t 
a u t h o r i z a -
tion. The of-
fender then 
p r o c e e d e d 
to commit 
criminal sex-
ual abuse of 
two female 
victims. The 
offender is 
described at 

a Black male, wearing green shorts 
and a black hoodie. He subsequent-
ly fled the scene.

Those who may have informa-
tion on this crime may contact Area 
Three Detectives at 312-744-8261 or 
submit an anonymous tip at CP-
DTIP.com and use reference RD # 
JJ322675.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com

Support real crime reporting  
by subscribing to this newspaper  

for only $20 per year.  
Visit www.insideonline.com

train in the Loop on July 2.
Chicago police said a 29-year-old 

man got into an argument and physi-
cal fight with another man on a south-
bound train around 4:28 a.m. The of-
fender pulled out a gun, fired at least 
one shot, and fled from the Roosevelt 
station.

The victim also ran from the 
train and collapsed in the middle of 
Roosevelt Rd. He was taken to Stroger 
Hospital with gunshot wounds to his 
thigh and buttocks.

Officials cut off access to the Red 
Line at Roosevelt because the crime 
scene stretched from the train car, 
through the station, and into the 
street. CTA buses were being rerout-
ed, and Red Line trains were bypass-
ing Roosevelt while Chicago cops in-
vestigated.

An officer who reviewed surveil-
lance video said the gunman is a Black 
male wearing a red baseball cap with 
a star on it, a pink or salmon-colored 
t-shirt, ripped light-colored jeans, and 
white gym shoes. He was last seen 
heading east on Roosevelt.

Feds indict dealers  
after investigation targeting  
fentanyl, heroin, pot and cocaine

A federal investigation into fenta-
nyl, heroin, and cocaine sales in Chi-
cago has resulted in a grand jury re-
turning multiple drug and/or firearm 
charges against six individuals.

Chicago police teamed up with the 
federal Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration to execute the investigation, 
according to a source.

A superseding indictment returned 
in U.S. District Court in Chicago ac-
cuses the six defendants of conspir-
ing to distribute the drugs in Chicago 
in 2024.  Two of the defendants are 
charged with firearm offenses for ille-
gally possessing semiautomatic hand-
guns as previously convicted felons.

At the heart of the case is Kejuan 
“Beeda” Bryant, who allegedly or-
chestrated a drug market on the 1200 
block of W. 73rd Place, trafficking 
hundreds of pounds of marijuana, 
the document said. Alongside him, 
Jamari “Skedda” Goodman, Joseph 
“Jody Jo” Heath, Matthew “Pooday” 
Furdge, Kewann “Santana” Whitaker, 
Igor “England” Dze, and Khiry “Ree” 
Strickland are accused of managing 
and supplying the operation, which 
allegedly moved large volumes of pot 
through the city.

Charged with drug conspiracy are 
Andre DeBruce, 40, of Schiller Park, 
Terrance Patton, 40, of Chicago, Craig 
Caldwell, 43, of Chicago, Timothy Be-
lin, 48, of Chicago, Jennifer Word, 39, 
of Chicago, and Denomoius Wells, 41, 
of Chicago.  

Patton and Caldwell are the previ-
ously convicted felons charged with 
illegal firearm possession. Caldwell 
also faces an additional gun charge 
for allegedly possessing a firearm in 
furtherance of drug trafficking.

The charges against Caldwell carry 
a maximum sentence of life in federal 
prison, with a mandatory minimum 
of five years.  Patton and Debruce 
face maximum sentences of 40 years, 
with a mandatory minimum of five 
years.  Belin, Word, and Wells each 
face up to 20 years, with no manda-
tory minimum.

Wells pleaded not guilty to the 
charges during his arraignment on 
July 1 before U.S. Magistrate Judge M. 
David Weisman. The five other defen-
dants have also been arraigned and 
pleaded not guilty to the charges.

of Sunday morning.
The most recent attack occurred 

just before 11:20 a.m. July 4 in the 300 
block of N. Laflin St. Three victims—
two men, ages 32 and 46, and a 43-
year-old woman—were sitting inside 
a red vehicle when two masked gun-
men approached.

Surveillance video captured the en-
tire encounter: the suspects backed 
the Infiniti into a parking spot in 
front of the victims’ car, then quickly 
emerged from the vehicle and rushed 
to both sides of the red car, demand-
ing belongings at gunpoint. The as-
sailants fled south on Laflin with sto-
len items. No injuries were reported.

By Saturday afternoon, Chicago po-
lice issued a second community alert, 
formally connecting that robbery to a 
growing pattern of violent thefts dat-
ing back to early Thursday.

Around 7 a.m. July 3, a woman 
walking in the 1400 block of W. Carroll 
Ave. was ambushed by three masked 
men who jumped out of a sedan. One 
of the attackers pistol-whipped her 
twice in the head before the group 
robbed her of a purse and phone.

Roughly three hours later, another 
robbery unfolded inside a parking 
garage at Rush University Medical 
Center, in the 1500 block of W. Har-
rison St. Two men, dressed entirely in 
black and armed with handguns, con-
fronted two victims on the garage’s 
ground floor and stole a Coach bag 
and a maroon backpack before flee-
ing in a car matching the description 
of the gray Infiniti.

The crew struck again early Friday 
morning. At 7:40 a.m., a man was 
robbed in the 1200 block of W. Car-
roll by three masked offenders—two 
of them armed—who took his valu-
ables and drove off in a gray sedan. 
Just 40 minutes later, at 8:21 a.m., two 
masked men attempted another rob-
bery nearby, threatening a woman 
at gunpoint. The woman was not 
harmed, and the robbers fled without 
taking anything.

Less than an hour later, two more 
robberies occurred. At 9:14 a.m., a vic-
tim was held up in the 800 block of W. 
Blackhawk St. Then, at 9:26 a.m., an-
other attempted robbery was report-

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / 24 HOURS A DAY
8 BAY SELF-SERVICE

2 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC
5450 N. DAMEN  (at Rascher)

BEST KEPT SECRET

SUPER CAR WASH 

Veteran Owned & Operated for 50 Years

Gunman kills driver on Near North Side,  
crashes getaway car in the Loop

A man is in custody for a deadly 
shooting on Chicago’s Near North 
Side after officers heard gunfire, spot-
ted the suspect casually walking away 
with a cane, and tracked him to the 
Loop using surveillance cameras and 
license plate readers.

The shooting unfolded just before 
9:50 a.m. July 5 in the 800 block of N. 
Cambridge Ave. A 46-year-old man, 
sitting inside a Chevy Suburban, was 
ambushed by a gunman who walked 
up and opened fire in broad daylight.

Officers in an unmarked CPD ve-
hicle nearby initially mistook the gun-
fire for fireworks—until the victim, 
bleeding and desperate, drove up to 
them for help. Despite their efforts, 
the man was pronounced dead at the 
scene with multiple gunshot wounds 
to his back, police said.

As the officers looked around, they 

Chicago police surround an SUV in the 300 block of E. Wacker Dr. on July 5. 
CPD believes the driver, who is in custody, shot and killed a victim on the Near 
North Side.                                                                              Image courtesy Citizen App

spotted a man limping away from 
the area using a cane. Officers in 
CPD’s Near North 18th District re-
viewed nearby camera feeds and 
determined the suspect fled in an 
Audi Q7.

Using license plate readers, police 
tracked the vehicle’s movements 
into the Loop. The suspect’s car 
became disabled after he crashed 
into several cars near Michigan and 
Wacker around 10:17 a.m., and offi-
cers quickly took him into custody. 
A firearm was recovered from the 
vehicle.

Saturday’s victim is the 33rd per-
son shot on the Near North Side this 
year. That includes 18 people who 
were wounded in a single drive-by 
shooting outside Artis Lounge, 311 
W. Chicago Ave., on July 3.

Leonard Johnson

Maurice  
McDowell

News tips?
Call 773-465-9700 

Confidentiality guaranteed.
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Avoid Tax Sale
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going to Tax Sale.

Where do your Tax 
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Everything you 
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MARIA PAPPAS
COOK COUNTY TREASURER

By CWBChicago

Police arrested 39 people in 
connection with the Chicago 
Pride Parade and its aftermath 
between the evening of June 29 
and early June 30, including five 
individuals who were illegally 
carrying firearms, according to 
the Chicago Police Dept. One 
man charged with weapon pos-
session was allegedly carrying 
two guns.

This year’s arrest total is low-
er than the 53 arrests made last 
year but higher than the totals 
seen from 2016 through 2023. 
Of the 39 arrested, 13 individu-
als, including two juveniles, were 
charged with felonies, while 21 
face misdemeanor charges, and 
one person received citations, a 
police spokesperson said. 

The parade, which began at 11 
a.m. instead of the long-standing 
noon start, had its route shortened 
by a full mile this year. Those 
changes were intended to reduce 
the parade’s duration and allow 
CPD to deploy more officers to 
the chaotic street gatherings that 
disrupt Lakeview hours after 
the parade ends. The efforts to 
shorten the parade were effective, 
with this year’s event lasting ap-
proximately two hours from start 
to finish. In contrast, last year’s 
parade ran for nearly five hours. 
Excluding this year, the parade 
has averaged 4 hours and 18 min-
utes since 2016.

Facing charges for allegedly 
possessing firearms during the 
post-parade street gathering are:
• A 16-year-old boy accused of 

possessing a machine gun with an 
extended magazine. No additional 
details were available because he 
is under 18.
• Corey Jackson, 23. Prosecu-

tors said officers stopped Jackson 
in the 700 block of W. Welling-
ton after noticing the handgrip of 
a firearm in his front waistband 
around 12:55 a.m. June 30. Po-
lice allegedly recovered a loaded 
9mm handgun and a pink holster. 
Jackson told police the firearm 
belonged to his girlfriend, who 
asked him to carry it because she 
couldn’t fit it into her two-piece 
outfit, according to his arrest re-
port. Judge Susana Ortiz denied 
the state’s detention petition and 

ordered Jackson released pending 
trial, according to court records.
• Jukauri Muhammad, 18. He 

is accused of possessing two fire-
arms, both with extended maga-
zines, during the parade afterpar-
ty in the 3000 block of N. Clark. 
Officers approached Muhammad 
around 9:30 p.m. because he was 
smoking a brown cigarillo that 
emitted the smell of burnt canna-
bis, according to his arrest report. 
Officers allegedly found the load-

ed handguns inside his backpack. 
Muhammad told police his uncle 
bought him the firearms as a gift, 
according to the report. Judge 
Ortiz rejected the state’s deten-
tion petition for Muhammad and 
released him on an ankle monitor 
with a nighttime curfew.
• Arron Wilson, 18. According 

to his arrest report, officers were 
dispersing a crowd in the 3100 
block of N. Halsted around 10:22 
p.m. when Wilson grabbed an of-

Cops seize six guns, arrest 39 people at Pride Parade gathering

A crowd lingers at the intersection of Halsted Street and Belmont Avenue in 
Boystown hours after the conclusion of the 2025 Chicago Pride Parade. 

Image courtesy CWBChicago

ficer around the neck with both 
hands and attempted to pull the 
officer to the ground. Backup of-
ficers arrested Wilson, who then 
bit another officer on the wrist, 
the report said. Officers alleg-
edly found a loaded 9mm hand-
gun, reported stolen last year, in 
his bookbag during a custodial 
search. Prosecutors noted Wil-
son is on juvenile supervision 
for a prior gun case. Judge Ortiz 
ordered Wilson detained pending 

trial.
• Akira Moore, 19, is charged 

with unlawful possession of a 
weapon in a vehicle. Tyquon Ev-
ans, 18, is charged with unlawful 
possession of a weapon, posses-
sion of a laser sight, and posses-
sion of a high-capacity magazine. 

Others charged with felonies 
include:
• Kamauri Clayton, 21, was 

parade see p. 10

7054 N. CLARK ST.
773-274-9281   
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Top row, from left: Kamauri Clayton, Tyquon Evans, Latoya Howell, Jessie 
Lee, Alliyah Lucas. Bottom row, from left: Akira Moore, Jakauri Muham-
mad, Breahana Kirk, Corey Jackson, Maleyah Williams, Arron Wilson.
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place in Chicago’s rich cultural 
tapestry. 

From the iconic Bunny suit to 
the vibrant stories of the women 
who wore it, this exhibit will 
shine a light on a pivotal era in 
the city’s history, where it all be-
gan. Thank you to the Chicago 
History Museum for recognizing 
the significance of this collection 
and the legacy it represents. Yes, 
sex still sells. 

TASTY VITTLES: Gordon 
Sinclair, a Chicago treasure, 
turned 90 and is still filled with 
the elegant savor faire with which 
he changed the way Chicago’s 
best diners ate. What a treasure.

OX BAR & HEARTH: One 
of Chicago’s most anticipated res-
taurant openings of the year from 
Alain Uy and John Asbaty is 
getting a name change. The res-
taurant formerly known as Brick 
and Mortar is now known as Ox 
Bar & Health. They occupy the 
location of the former popular 
Golden Ox. The space — across 
the street from the North and 
Clybourn CTA Red Line Stop — 
most recently housed Burger Bar 
Chicago. However, from 1921 to 

manners from p. 2

and Chef Xavier and for your in-
vestment in the 3rd Ward.

TRAX RECORDS: Irene 
Michaels informs us of news 
that Rachael Cain is the owner 
of the very successful record la-
bel in House Music called TRAX  
Records. She has hundred of art-
ists signed to her label, Irene be-
ing one of them. They just made a 
movie on her life and she just had 
a 40th year celebration. Rachel 
is right here in our own Chicago 
and loves our city.

GUITAR: Karen Conti in 
the Gibson’s Triangle celebrat-
ing the birthday of CPD Officer 
Danny Brown, one of Chicago’s 
best, Bobby Tarantino wishing 
a Happy Birthday Blue guitar gift 
from his private collection to Of-
ficer Brown.

SHAKEN NOT STIRRED: 
The Drake Hotel’s famed Coq 
d’Or has been a Gold Coast 
neighborhood fixture since Dec. 
6, 1933. Being the second estab-
lishment to obtain a liquor license 
after prohibition.

MANGE: Rosebud on Taylor 
St. reopening in Chicago after 
closing in 2023.

SISTERS: Dominican Sisters 
Immaculate Conception Province 
commemorate their 100th an-
niversary of being in the United 
States with their arrival from Po-
land. The year-long celebration 
began in May.

WHO’S WHERE: Broadway 
actor Paul Schwensen in Vienna 
obsessed with the amusement 
rides at the Prater, the oldest in the 
world… Joey Majumdar excited 
being with his pal Biaggio Ali 
Walsh, Muhammad Ali’s grand-

son, who’s also a Versace model 
and mixed martial Art fighter. 
Muhammad Ali’s wife, Dr.  
Khalilah Ali, is a great lady, 
joining the whole family for a 
joyful reunion, quite wonderful… 
Happy 58th Birthday CNN’s  
Anderson Cooper… Robert 
Paddor’s Chabad of Wilmette 
arranged a day trip to NYC to 
see religious sites in Queens and 
Crown Heights with their first stop 
at the Ohel, the burial grounds of 
the Rebbe, OBM… Donna Black 
Miller, Sonni Choi Williams, 
Precious Brady-Davis and Gail 
Schnitzer Eisenberg proud to 
stand together as women leaders 
at the Illinois Democratic County 
Chairs’ meeting… Julia Jacobs 
and pals celebrating Tammy 
Kohl with Irene Michaels, Tricia 
Roberson, Robin Hansen and 
Irene Mojica… Adam Umbach 
says official signs of summer are 
finally here with new paintings 
arriving in Nantucket… Pennie 
Taylor and Eamonn Cummins 
at the Millennium Art Festival 
at the booth of pal, artist Jason 
Bishop with Stacy Adams… 
Happiest of Birthdays to Chica-
go’s sweetheart, Shelly Zuchar, 
lapping up exquisite pastry cel-
ebrating 85 years.

BUNKER HILL: 250 years 
ago, the Battle of Bunker Hill, 
fought on June 17, 1775, primarily 
on Breed’s Hill in Charlestown, 
Massachusetts demonstrated ear-
ly on the colonist resolve to fight 
and oppose the king.

THE EDGE: Thousands of 
new citizens have been conferred 
with Irish citizenship recently. 
Among those is 63-year-old  
David Howell Evans, who many 
know as The Edge from U2. Born 
in Essex to Welsh parents, The 
Edge has lived in Ireland since 
the age of one.“The time is right. 
And I couldn’t be more proud of 
my country for all that it repre-
sents and all that it is doing,” The 
Edge told reporters.

On that spot, in very truth, 
there was, and there had long 
been, the gnawing and poison-
ous tooth of bodily pain. 

- Nathaniel Hawthorne

tog515@gmail.com
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2014, the Golden Ox called 1578 
N. Clybourn home. The Golden 
Ox was one of Chicago’s most be-
loved German restaurants, owned 
by Fred Sinn. Ownership wants 
to create a communal environ-
ment, remembering the past while 
building toward a new vision. The 
name is inspired by London’s tra-
ditions, where the names of pubs 
and restaurants often include ani-
mals and paired with “symbols of 
comfort, craft, or place.”

DUSABLE HONOR: Barb 
Bailey and Joey Majumdar are 
excited to be honorees for the 
2025 ‘We Dream in Color’ Hu-
manitarian and Unity Celebration 
on July 19 at the DuSable Black 
History Museum and Education 
Center.

GARCIA’S: Chicago is 
home to an amazing new mu-
sic venue, “Garcia’s Chicago,” 
1001 W. Washington Blvd. 
Named in honor of music leg-
end Jerry Garcia of the Grate-
ful Dead, the club was brought 
to lifeby his daughter, Trixie, the  
Garcia Estate, and Peter Shapiro, 
the concert promoter who also 

brought to life the Fare Thee Well 
shows at Soldier Field in 2015 
to commemorate 50 years of the 
Dead. Go visit the club when your 
favorite musician plays there.

BLOCK CLUB: Amanda I. 
Seligman, author of “Chicago’s 
Block Clubs: How Neighbors 
Shape the City,” will address this 
under-appreciated aspect of Chi-
cago politics and society 10:30 
a.m. July 12 at the Edgewater Li-
brary. Just go.

PAN AM: Pan Am returns to 
the skies and will serve as the 
official on-the-ground partner in 
Ireland for Pan American World 
Airways’ inaugural nostalgia 
tour: a 12-day transatlantic expe-
rience that celebrates the elegance 
of a bygone era. In 1963 when this 
reporter was just a lad we flew 
home to Chicago from Ireland’s 
Shannon Airport after an adven-
turous summer for my first offi-
cial jet flight. It was elegant. We 
wore blazers and striped ties. 

POLITICAL TIES: Dan  
Balanoff at Athena for a wonder-
ful evening with friends celebrat-
ing the many years of service 
by Democratic Committeeman 
Dean Maragos. Dean is like 
family, having grown up on the 
same block with the Balanoffs 
back in the old neighborhood. 
Always great catching up with 
my friend Patrick Hanley who’s 
running for State Senator of the 
9th District.

SOUTHERN GOURMAND: 
Ald. Pat Dowell delighted at the 
ribbon cutting for the new “South-
ern Chicago,” located  at 2000 S. 
Wabash, for Southern and Creole 
cuisine. Congrats to owners Troy 

WM POWER KING AUTO REPAIR
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BRAKES • TIRES • MUFFLERS • TUNE-UPS 
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CLOSED SUNDAYS
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OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor

Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer   10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place  

(Nursery through 5th Grade)
Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer 

7:30 pm Bible Study

Open Arms United 
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

817 Grace St.   773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING

OAUWCChicago.org

Bobby Tarantino with Off. Danny Brown. Shelly Zucher Jerry GarciaPeter Shapiro

Rachael Cain Biaggio Ali Walsh and Joey Majumdar. Alain Uy and John Asbaty.

Amanda I. Seligman’s book.
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Letters to the Editor

This summer, at block parties, neighbor-
hood festivals and potlucks, you are going 
to be confronted by snakes.

No not the cute green ones in the garden 
that eat mice. The smarmy spray-on tan 
looking ones that returned from Spring-
field. Your local state reps and senators.

Like the drunk suburban warriors who 
invade the lakefront every summer, our 
state officials crawl back on their bellies. 
Trying to sneak into town, hoping we don’t 
notice the damage they did.

You can recognize them by their 
bleached teeth, faux sympathy and odor 
of Walgreens-bought Jean Nate knock off 
cologne.

They won’t even show up with a dish for 
the potluck. They’re here to schmooze and 
tell you all the great things they have been 
doing in Springfield. 

But all they have been doing is raising 
your taxes to pay for our bloated bureau-
cracy.  Watch how much more gasoline, 
natural gas and electricity cost your fam-
ily. Look for new surcharges on deliveries 
and services, for cable TV and streaming, 
internet gaming, food and beverages. They 
won’t brag about what they did to those who 
haul the food to Jewel, Trader Joe’s or Aldi, 
as higher fuel, insurance and tolls add on to 
what we are charged at the grocer.

No effort whatsoever was expended to 
cut taxes, cut waste, fraud and corruption 
or expand school choice for our children.

Don’t let them blow smoke in your faces. 
No, you light up a cigar and blow smoke 
their way, and then tell them you buy your 
tobacco tax-free, from reservation lands 
stolen from the Potawatomi tribe.

Mike Sullivan
Avondale

Smoke out the snakes
Mr. O’Gorman, thank you for your won-

derful editorial in the June 18 newspaper 
on the bicycle terrorists. The lawless bicy-
cles, scooters, and non-plated electric mo-
torcycles are making driving and walking 
hazardous. 

Our elected officials can’t say no. They 
have destroyed retail streets by putting in 
bike lanes that are unused the majority of 
the day and year. I wanted to let you know 
you are right on target. 

Mike Hand
Lakeview

Right on target

Your July 2 article on high rents misses 
something crucial. 

First, kudos - underinvestment in the 
South and Southwest sides is terrible, and 
you are right to bring it up. Thank you.

But your only referencing to loosening 
zoning laws on the North Side misses the 
point. Some people, myself among them, 
enjoy living in dense, amenity rich neigh-
borhoods, and we pay a premium to do so. 

You characterize it as a reaction to dis-
investment in low density neighborhoods, 
which is where you’re off the mark. We 
simply don’t want to live in low density ar-
eas, be they in Englewood or Kenilworth. 
We see single family home zoning as a bane, 
not boon to our quality of life, and thank 
government for getting out of the way.

Your article describes taxes as the pri-
mary driver of high cost of renting. Please 
consider that restrictive zoning drives up 
the cost of real estate. If we simply built 
more homes where people want to live, 
principles of supply and demand suggest 
costs would come down. 

Carl Beien
Lincoln Square

Supply and demand  
could drive down rents

I appreciated your [June 25] story re-
garding the problem of scooters. While it 
appears to be a positive development that 
the City is looking to increase the rules and 
enforcement, I remain skeptical that they 
will really do so. 

There are other related issues that are ex-
tremely dangerous and only getting worse. 
I have been a daily bicycle commuter from 
Lincoln Park to the Loop (and back) for 
the past 30 years. While the protected bike 
lanes are certainly an improvement there 
are some real problems starting with the ri-
diculous two-way bike lanes on Dearborn 
through the heart of the Loop. They are too 
narrow for two-way bike traffic and with 
the fast moving power assist and electric 
bikes it is extremely dangerous. 

Many of those electric bikes are more 
like electric motorcycles and should not be 
in the bike lanes at all. Some of them travel 

well over 20 MPH and should be in the 
regular traffic lanes. Furthermore, there 
are several very dangerous conditions on 
Dearborn where there is no left turn sig-
nal such as at Grand and at Huron streets. 
Cars turning left do not look to check for 
on coming bikes that clearly have the right 
of way. 

All intersections with one-way streets 
going west, should have a left turn signal 
synchronized with the bike lane and pedes-
trian signal as exists at many other inter-
sections. The main issue is that someone 
in the City administration must address 
these highly dangerous conditions before 
there are more terrible injuries. Someone 
is going to get killed if they haven’t been 
already.

Thomas Harboe
Lincoln Park

City must address our highly dangerous conditions
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Since 1958, the Chicago River and 
Monroe Harbor have transformed into a 
celebration of music, light, and Venetian 
elegance for Venetian Night Chicago. This 
year’s annual summer event will feature a 
parade of illuminated boats and live music 
starting at 6 p.m. Saturday, July 26, along 
Chicago’s Riverwalk.

Anything that floats becomes a canvas 
for dazzling light displays, capturing the 
beauty and grandeur of Venice’s iconic ca-
nals.

While there are many areas along the 
Riverwalk to enjoy the spectacle with lawn 
chairs and picnic baskets, there will also 
be an area on the Riverwalk for VIP seat-
ing and a buffet meal. The Riverwalk will 
be filled with themed decorations, Italian-
inspired food and drinks, and a lively, cel-
ebratory atmosphere.

Because so many people prefer to ride 

on a boat rather than attend as a spectator, 
visitors can expect a large number of boats 
to be on the river that night. The organiz-
ers have also secured 17 party boats for 
guests to use. The main event is always the 
decorated boat parade, which starts at 8:30 
p.m. Each vessel — be it a private yacht, a 
vintage Duffy, or a modest pontoon — is 
a floating canvas, aglow with handcrafted 
lanterns, fairy lights, and themes ranging 
from Venetian masquerade to Broadway 
glamour. 

Cash prizes are awarded for the best 
decorated boats.   

Live entertainment starts at 6 p.m., with 
strolling musicians as they promenade 
along the river. The main stage will come 
alive with performances from some of Chi-
cago’s most talented musicians and vocal-
ists, all set against the backdrop of stun-
ning Venetian costumes.

Venetian Night  
on Chicago Riverwalk July 26

Image courtesy Candice Jordan

Get scared, get out of the water, and then 
get informed. One of America’s greatest 
summertime frightfest films is celebrating 
its 50th anniversary. 

JAWS kept people out of the water back 
in 1975 and the Illinois Science Council is 
celebrating those irrational fears by host-
ing a full-length screening of the iconic 
film JAWS, 1:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, 
July 19, at the Sulzer Library, 4455 N. Lin-
coln Ave.  

The viewing is free to the general public 
with registration at JAWS.eventbrite.com.

As scientists, the hosts will provide a 
special science feature -- a Q&A with two 
shark researcher biologists who will in-
form guests about their real-world research 
and answer questions about what the film 

Shark curious in Chicago
JAWS’ 50th Anniversary celebration July 19

got right, wrong, and terribly wrong.
Let yourself get scared, and then get 

curious to learn about shark science with 
speakers Steven Kessel, Shedd Aquarium 
Director of Marine Research, who over-
sees marine research projects protecting 
economically important species in addition 
to conducting his own original research on 
Caribbean shark species; and Kevin Feld-
heim, Field Museum Manager of the Pritz-
ker Laboratory for Molecular Systematics 
and Evolution.

The release of Jaws was an instant sum-
mer blockbuster movie that set attendance 
records, established Steven Spielberg as a 
director, used captivating film technology, 
and scared many, many people across the 
nation away from beaches.
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charged with aggravated battery 
of a peace officer for allegedly 
punching and spitting in the face 
of a sergeant in the 3200 block of 
N. Sheffield around 11:09 p.m.
• Latoya Howell, 44, was 

charged with aggravated battery 
of a peace officer and assault. Po-
lice said officers were moving a 
crowd toward the Belmont CTA 
station on orders from CPD Supt. 
Larry Snelling around 11:37 p.m., 
but Howell refused to comply. She 
allegedly struck an officer in the 
face multiple times, cutting the 
officer’s face with her fingernails, 
according to her arrest report.
• Breahana Kirk, 30, was 

charged with aggravated battery 
of a peace officer, resisting, and 

parade from p. 7
reckless conduct. She is accused 
of becoming “irate, belligerent, 
and aggressive” toward officers 
attempting to move a crowd west 
on Belmont Avenue from Clark 
Street around 1:38 a.m. June 30, 
records show. She allegedly struck 
an officer in the face, causing his 
glasses to fall to the ground.
• Alliyah Lucas, 21, was 

charged with three counts of ag-
gravated battery of peace offi-
cers and resisting. Police said she 
threw a plastic cup containing 
“an orange liquid substance, sus-
pected to be alcohol” at an officer 
in the 1000 block of W. Belmont 
around 6:18 p.m. The liquid alleg-
edly splashed one officer’s face 
and struck another officer in the 
face and arm.
•  Maleyah Williams, 18, was 

Rogers Park Township Real Estate For Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT – CHANCERY DIVISION 
MSR Asset Vehicle LLC 
Plaintiff, 
-v.- 
Charles Wadee; 1529-37 W. Farwell Condominium Asso-
ciation; Unknown Heirs and Legatees of James Wadee; Un-
known Owners and Nonrecord Claimants; Thomas P. Quinn, 
as Special Representative of James Wadee (deceased) 
Defendants. 
2024CH05935 
1531 W FARWELL AVE UNIT 1N,  
CHICAGO, IL 60626 
NOTICE OF SALE 
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above cause 
on 4/10/2025, an agent of Auction.com, LLC will conduct the 
auction in person at 12:00 PM on 8/20/2025 located at 100 
N LaSalle St., Suite 1400, Chicago, IL 60602, and will sell 
at public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth below, the 
following described real estate. 
Commonly known as 1531 W FARWELL AVE UNIT 1N, CHI-
CAGO, IL 60626 
Property Index No. 11-32-120-038-1007 
The real estate is improved with a Residential Property. 
The judgment amount was $163,254.27 
     Sale Terms: 20% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to Auction.com, LLC, 
No third party checks will be accepted. All registered bidders 
need to provide a photo ID in order to bid. The balance, in 
certified funds/or wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) 
hours. (relief fee not required) The subject property is subject 
to general real estate taxes, special assessments, or special 
taxes levied against said real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. The sale 
is further subject to confirmation by the court. 
     Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will 
receive a certificate of sale that will entitle the purchaser to a 
deed to the real estate after confirmation of the sale. 
     The property will NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff 
makes no representation as to the condition of the property, 
prospective bidders are admonished to check the court file to 

verify all information. 
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the 
unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and the legal fees required by the 
Condominium property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9 (g)(l) and (g)
(4). If this property is a condominium unit which is part of a 
common interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the as-
sessments required by the Condominium Property Act, 765 
ILCS 605/18.5(g-1). 
     IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU 
HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 
DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701 (C) OF THE ILLI-
NOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW. 
     For information, contact Plaintiffs attorney: CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES PC (630) 794-5300 please refer to file number 
14-24-03724. 
Auction.com, LLC 
100 N LaSalle St., Suite 1400 Chicago, IL 60602 – 872-225-
4985 
You can also visit www.auction.com.  
Attorney File No. 14-24-03724 
Case Number: 2024CH05935  
NOTE: PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLECTION 
PRACTICES ACT, YOU ARE ADVISED THAT PLAINTIFF’S 
ATTORNEY IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR AT-
TEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMA-
TION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
8231-953540

090909 ----------------------------------------------------

020202 -----------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
CARRINGTON MORTGAGE SERVICES, LLC
Plaintiff
vs.
JULIE FOX APPOINTED SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR 
WILLIAM B. WOJTAS (DECEASED); CASA BONITA CON-
DOMINIUM ASSOCIATION; UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGA-

TEES OF WILLIAM B. WOJTAS; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendant
22 CH 1914
CALENDAR
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to a Judg-
ment of Foreclosure entered in the above entitled cause 
Intercounty Judicial Sales Corporation will on August 4, 
2025, at the hour 11:00 a.m., Intercounty’s office, 120 West 
Madison Street, Suite 718A, Chicago, IL 60602, sell to the 
highest bidder for cash, the following described mortgaged 
real estate:
P.I.N. 11-30-307-207-1012.
Commonly known as 7340 N. Ridge Blvd., #4C, Chicago, IL 
60645.
The real estate is: condominium residence. The purchaser of 
the unit other than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments 
and the legal fees required by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) 
of Section 9 of the Condominium Property Act.. Sale terms: 
At sale, the bidder must have 10% down by certified funds, 
balance within 24 hours, by certified funds. No refunds. 
The property will NOT be open for inspection. Prospective 
bidders are admonished to check the court file to verify all 
information.
For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff’s Attorney, 
Lender Legal PLLC, 1800 Pembrook Drive, Suite 250, Or-
lando, Florida 32810. 407-730-4644. LLS13412
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3268745

252525 ----------------------------------------------------
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charged with aggravated battery 
of a peace officer and resisting. 
She was also cited for drinking 
on the public way and providing 
alcohol to a minor. A CPD offi-
cer said they saw her carrying an 
open bottle of tequila in the 3200 
block of N. Clark around 6:21 p.m. 
and ordered her to pour it out. She 
allegedly flung the tequila onto a 
cop’s pants and pushed the offi-
cer “in an attempt to defeat the 
arrest.”
• Jessie Lee, 28, was charged 

with two counts of aggravated 
battery of peace officers, resist-
ing, disorderly conduct, and ob-
structing identification. 
• A 17-year-old boy was charged 

with aggravated assault of a peace 
officer. No additional details were 
available due to his age.

Lake safety tips for pets
Hanging out on a beach, or 

cruising on Lake Michigan makes 
for a nearly perfect summertime 
outing — and having your pet 
by your side makes the day even 
more special. However, because 
lakes, streams and ponds can be 
dangerous places for pets, owners 
should come prepared for the un-
expected.

The two most well-used dog 
beaches on the North Side are at 
Montrose Beach and in Belmont 
Harbor. Montrose Dog Beach 
is on the north end of Montrose 
Beach and is the first legal off-
leash dog beach in Chicago. This 
beach is quite big and has a chain-
link fence, but this does not fully 
enclose the dog-friendly area since 
the fence is subject to changes in 
the natural environment.

Belmont Dog Beach is a much 
smaller, fenced space located at 
Hawthorn Pl. and the lakefront. 
As it is part of the harbor, there is 

a big drop-off just offshore.
Before allowing a pet access 

to a large body of water, owners 
should assess the water quality in 
case of accidental consumption. 
Dr. Erin Ray, of the Texas A&M 
College of Veterinary Medicine & 
Biomedical Sciences, explains the 
precautions to take when on the 
water with your pets.

“[We should] discourage pets 
from drinking lake water as much 
as possible, as parasites, trash, 
contaminants, and even certain 
algae can be in the water,” Ray 
said. “Researching the area, check-
ing social media, or even calling the 
area officials to inquire about current 
conditions is always a good idea.”

Certain algae known as blue-
green algae can be very danger-
ous and difficult to see with the 
naked eye. “Blue-green algae is a 
cyanobacteria that creates toxins 
that can affect the liver and neuro-
logical system. Dogs get infected 

by drinking or swimming in af-
fected waters,” warns Ray. 

These algae bloom most com-
monly in stagnant, shallow, warm 
water and produce some toxic 
substances. It takes a very small 
amount of the toxins to cause se-
rious illness or death in a dog. So 
when your pet is in the water, it is 
best to avoid stagnant water and 
water with obvious algae blooms 
on the surface. It takes a very 
small amount of toxins to cause 
serious illness or death in a dog.

The toxins cause a range of 

symptoms, including bluish mu-
cus membranes (gums and inside 
the nose), vomiting, muscle rigid-
ity, seizures, and liver failure. Be-
cause the effects are so serious, 
many state agencies have moni-
toring programs for public recre-
ational water locations and post 
announcements about blue-green 
algae on their websites.

In addition to checking the 
safety of the area, owners should 
also pack pet care essentials to 
keep pets safe during a boat ad-
venture. That should include a 

water bowl and fresh water, and a 
life jacket if your pet is not a good 
swimmer.

When the swimming is over, 
dry your dog well, especially any 
skin folds and the ears, to avoid 
inflammation or infection. There 
are many tiny organisms living in 
fresh water, and if they get stuck 
in an ear, they can cause infec-
tions. If your dog gets ear infec-
tions after swimming, ask your 
veterinarian about a medicated 
cleanser that can help prevent 
problems.

able. A sticking point now is the 
curved concrete pier down at the 
south end of Montrose Beach. It 
traps sand, and while it keeps the 
beach sandy, it also traps sand 
inside the boat launch. Using the 
boat launch again would require 
annual dredging or constructing 
breakwaters extending into the 
lake for several hundred feet.

Joel Brammeier of the Alli-
ance for the Great Lakes said that 
while we don’t have enough data 
to definitively link the cyclical 

lake levels to climate change, he 
said Lake Michigan’s water level 
has remained relatively stable 
within a six-foot range for the last 
2,000 years.

But it’s also worth nothing that 
8,000 to 13,000 years ago, Lake 
Michigan was much larger, and 
the lands we now live on were 
transitioning from frozen waste-
lands into wetland swamps, ponds 
and lagoons. Lake Michigan 
reached its modern level about 
4,000 years ago.

As the climate changed, the 
mile-tall ice shelf of the last great 

ice flow of the Pleistocene period 
melted. As the glacier retreated, it 
left behind sandy beach ridges we 
still see remnants of today. 

There is a historical marker in 
southern Lincoln Park, entitled 
Abandoned Shoreline of Lake 
Michigan, that notes that ancient 
western shoreline.  The marker 
notes the area’s geological his-
tory. The retreating shoreline left 
an area abounding in swampland, 
rivers, and creeks used by Native 
Americans and later European 
and American fur trappers.

level from p. 5

RPCC President Bill Morton 
held a press conference July 4 at 
Leone Beach Park to inform the 
community about what their staff 
heard from the CDPH.

While no human cases have 
been reported, the discovery of 
infected mosquitoes indicates an 

west nile from p. 5 increased risk of WNV transmis-
sion. There are no vaccines nor 
medicines for WNV.

WNV is a mosquito-borne dis-
ease.  Symptoms include fever, 
headache, body aches, vomit-
ing, diarrhea, rash, and in  some 
cases, meningitis (inflammation 
of the brain and spinal cord) and 
encephalitis (inflammation of the 

brain). Severe illness can occur 
in about one in 150 people and 
is most likely to occur in people 
over age 55 or with weakened im-
mune systems.

In Illinois, 69 confirmed hu-
man cases of WNV and 13 hu-
man deaths were reported last 
year. The highest number since 17 
deaths were recorded in 2018.
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Autos Wanted
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Commercial Space for Rent
Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 800 to 
1000 square feet, $15 per foot / UP. Three-year 
lease @ $15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven 
funds. 773-772-0808 please leave message.

Coins

For Sale
Trailer for sale, for boat or jet ski. Rims, jacks, spare 
wheels included. $457. Call 773-818-0808

Garages/Garage Doors
FAMILY KASTANOVA INC.
GARAGE DOOR SERVICES

Overhead Garage Doors
Electric Openers

Installation and Repairs
(773) 744-6101 (cell)

(630) 717-5329
www.familykastanovainc.com

Health & Fitness
Dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400+ procedures. Real den-
tal insurance - not just a discount plan. Get your free 
Information Kit with details! 1-855-526-1060 www.
dental50plus.com/ads #6258

IF YOU HAD KNEE OR HIP REPLACEMENT SUR-
GERY AND SUFFERED AN INFECTION between 
2020 and the present time, you may be entitled to 
compensation. Call Attorney Charles H. Johnson 
1-800-535-5727

Home Services
AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM 
DAMAGE? You need a local expert provider that 
proudly stands behind their work.  Fast, free esti-
mate. Financing available. Call 833-640-4753 Have 
zip code of property ready when calling!

Water damage cleanup & restoration: A small 
amount of water can lead to major damage in your 
home. Our trusted professionals do complete re-
pairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-833-887-0117. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

Janitorial

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rat-
ing COMMON AREAS CLEANING•  
OFFICE CLEANING - CARPET 
CLEANING • POWER WASHING - 
SNOW REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Miscellaneous
Bath & shower updates in as little as 1 day! Afford-
able prices - No payments for 18 months!  Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs. Senior & military 
discounts available. 1-877-543-9189

Become a published author. We want to read your 
book! Dorrance Publishing trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, promotion & distribution. Call 
for free author`s guide 1-877-729-4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Consumer Cellular - same reliable, nationwide cov-
erage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees free activation. All plans feature 
unlimited talk & text, starting at just $20/mo. Call 
1-877-751-0866

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the most local MLB 
Games! Choice Package $89.99/mo for 12 mos 
Stream on 20 devices at once. HBO Max included 
for 3 mos (w/Choice Package or higher.) No con-
tract or hidden fees! Some restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-866-859-0405

Don’t let the stairs limit your mobility! Discover 
the ideal solution for anyone who struggles on the 
stairs, is concerned about a fall or wants to regain 
access to their entire home. Call AmeriGlide today! 
1-833-399-3595

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 20% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-833-610-1936

 Service Directory/Classifieds
To place an ad, call 773-465-9700 or email:  

insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com   
Deadline: 5pm Mondays

A Red’s Hauling Service
Removal of unwanted items  

from Basements, Garages, Attics,  
Businesses, Estate Clearance

Senior Citizen Discount
FREE ESTIMATES

773-616-0979
redshaulingservice.com

Furniture Removal/ 
Junk Removal

Miscellaneous, cont.
Home break-ins take less than 60 seconds. Don’t 
wait! Protect your family, your home, your assets 
now for as little as 70¢/day! 833-890-1262

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are way 
up. Credit cards. Medical bills. Car loans. Do you 
have $10k or more in debt? Call National Debt 
Relief and find out how to pay off your debt for sig-
nificantly less than what you owe! Free quote: Call 
1-844-955-4930

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little as one day. For a limited 
time, waving all installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. Offer 
ends 9/30/25. 1-844-501-3208

MobileHelp America’s premier mobile medical alert 
system. Whether you’re home or away. For safety 
& peace of mind. No long term contracts! Free bro-
chure! Call 1-888-489-3936

No more cleaning gutters guaranteed! LeafFilter - 
most advanced gutter protection, backed by a no-
clog guarantee & lifetime warranty. 833-610-1936 to 
schedule free inspection & estimate. Get 20% off! 
Seniors/military save extra 10%. Restrictions apply, 
see rep for warranty & details

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER, 
MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR 
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a 
free 5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase* Call 
1-855-948-6176 today to schedule a free quote. It’s 
not just a generator. It’s a power move.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 877-305-1535  
  
Replace your roof w/the best looking & longest last-
ing material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles 
& multiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer up to 50% off install + 
Additional 10% off install (military, health & 1st re-
sponders.) 1-833-370-1234

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-in tub. Com-
prehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service. Now featuring our free shower 
package & $1600 off - limited time! Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

SunSetter. America’s number one awning! Instant 
shade at the touch of a button. Transform your deck 
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year limited 
warranty. Call now and SAVE $350 today! 1-855-
914-1148

We buy houses for cash as is! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three step process: Call, get 
cash offer & get paid. Get your fair cash offer today 
by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-844-877-5833

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancel-
lation Experts Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
& fees cancelled in 2019. Get free info package & 
learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive reviews. 833-308-1971

Home Remodeling:  
Kitchens, Bathrooms,  

Basements & Exteriors
Commercial Services:  

Office Remodeling, Tenant Improvements,  
Commercial Doors & more

P & L  
Construction Services, Inc.

847-361-6306
www.plconstructionservicesinc.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

• Welder Generator
• Drain Rodder
• Ridgid Threading Machine
• Tank Torch Set    
• Ridgid Plumbing Tools

TOOL  
LIQUIDATION

101supplyok@gmail.com

773-818-0808
RECYCLED • CHEAP

TOOL LIQUIDATION

TUCKPOINTING

ACCURATE  
EXTERIOR

& MASONRY
Specializing in Tuckpointing  

Chimneys, Brick Work, Lintel, 
Parapet Walls, Parging,  

City Violations & Roofing.
Rated “A” on Angie’s List

Licensed and Insured
Free Estimate

773-592-4535
(10S14A)

• TUCKPOINTING • BRICKWORK
• MASONRY • CHIMNEY

• MASONRY VIOLATIONS CORRECTED
• LINTEL REPLACEMENT

• ROOFING • PARAPET WALLS
• GUTTERS • SOFFIT/FASCIA

10% DISCOUNT
FREE ESTIMATES - INSURED

(773) 774-0444
www.MarksTuckpointing.com

ROOFING

GENERAC GENERATORS

BATH REMODEL

To Advertise 
Call 773-465-9700 

Sleeping Rooms

Nice room w/ stove, fridge 
& bath. Near ALDI,  

Walgreens, beach, Red 
Line & buses. Elevator & 
Laundry. $149/wk and up. 

773-275-4442

Cook County - Chicago

BIG ROOM with stove, 
fridge, bath & nice wood 
floors. Near Red Line & 

Buses. Elevator & Laundry, 
Shopping. $139/wk.  

773-561-4970

Clean room, refrigerator, 
microwave, near Oak Park, 
Food-For-Less, Walmart, 

Walgreens, Laundry,  
Buses and Metra.

$140.00 a week and up.
$595.00 a month and up.

773-637-5957
Cook County - Chicago

Cook County - Chicago

WINDOWS

4935 W. Le Moyne St., Chicago, IL 60651
773-379-3500   www.advancedwindow.com

Advanced Window Corp.

American and European Windows & Doors
Manufacturing & Sales

VIST OUR SHOWROOM TODAY

GLASS & SCREEN REPAIRS DONE FAST!

EYE CARE

REPAIRS
ROOFS • GUTTERS

CARPENTRY 
WINDOWS

SIDING • DOORS

Call John:
(312) 301-9980

HANDYMAN

Eye Exam with 3 Month Supply
of Acuvue Oasys sph $120

Making Eyeglasses in 1 Hour
Free Eye Exam with Purchase 
of a Complete Pair of Glasses

SUPERIOR EYECARE
SINCE 1987

WWW.SUPERIOREYECARECHICAGO.COM

773-525-1601
2947 N. Broadway

1152 W. Diversey Parkway
NEW LOCATION!

AWNINGS

Notice of Public Sale
East Bank Storage, located at  

429 W. Ohio St, Chicago IL (312-644-2000),  
is opening lockers:  

6940X (Astor Investment Management),  
2719A (Barbara Broadhurst),  

5708X (James Henry), 6918X (Spencer Kain), 
5556X (Lamonte Poole),  

3523X and 6619X (Edward Lahood),  
for public sale on July 29, 2025, at 3:00 p.m. 

Cash only.

LOOKING FOR  
GOOD WOMAN TO MARRY  

BETWEEN AGE  
OF 40 AND 87

Seeking a nice woman  
between 40 to 87

with a view to marriage.  
Only sincere persons,  
pls email me through  
peterdavis1996firm 

@engineer.com

Personals

East Bank Storage located at  
730 West Lake Street, Chicago, IL, 312-876-2000, 

is opening lockers:
7100F- Bleser, Dakota
4265F- Carter, Porcha

4130F-Hofbauer, Michael
5410E- Johnson, Nichole
1106B- Miklusak, Carol

8164SM- Paneral, James
3495C- Pesky, Angie

4485G- Reynoso, Joseph
3385D- Williams, Tim

for public sale.  
This sale is to be held on Tuesday, July 29, 2025, 

at 2:00PM.  
Cash payments only.

Notice of Public Sale

LIMITED TIME OFFER

50%OFF
Installation

FREE ESTIMATE
SCHEDULE TODAY!

Call 1.833.370.1234

CALL TODAY! 1.833.370.1234

Receive a free 5−year warranty 
with qualifying purchase* 
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 866−643−0438 to 
schedule your free quote!

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

Instant shade—at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

SAVE $350 TODAY!
Call 1-866-350-2161 now to

America’s #1 Awning!

Notice of Public Sale
Pro Self Storage intends to enforce its lien on 

certain self service Storage Spaces in default listed 
below on the 24th. of July, 2025 at 12:00 p.m.  

at 2724 W. 21st St, Chicago, Il 60608  
at www.storagetreasures.com  

with the sale to conclude no earlier than 12:00 p.m.
1009 Jorge Herrera Jr.

1116 Delisa Newell
This public sale will result in the goods being sold 

to the highest bidder. The winning bidder must pay 
by cash at the time he/she is declared the winning 

bidder. Certain terms and conditions apply;  
see the Manager for additional details.

Lakeview Township Real Estate For Sale

North Township Real Estate For Sale

Real Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale

Lakeview Township Real Estate For Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. Bank Trust National Association, not in its In-
dividual Capacity but solely as Owner Trustee for 
RCF 2 Acquisition Trust
Plaintiff
vs.
Unknown Heirs and Legatees of Minnie Clarke; 
Kaye Clarke Barrett aka Kaye Toland; Tina Clarke 
aka Tina Bluitt; Damon Ritenhouse as Special 
Representative of Minnie Clarke; Parvenu Condo-
minium Association; Unknown Heirs and Legatees 
of Karen Lee; Unknown Heirs and Legatees of 
Krista Ellen Landrebe; Unknown Owners and Non-
Record Claimants;
Defendant
22 CH 7915
CALENDAR 59
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to 
a Judgment of Foreclosure entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration will on August 12, 2025, at the hour 11:00 
a.m., Intercounty's office, 120 West Madison Street, 
Suite 718A, Chicago, IL 60602, sell to the highest 
bidder for cash, the following described mortgaged 
real estate:
P.I.N. 14-17-203-024-1066.
Commonly known as 1000 W. LELAND AVENUE, 
Chicago, IL 60640.

The real estate is: condominium residence. The 
purchaser of the unit other than a mortgagee shall 
pay the assessments and the legal fees required 
by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 9 of the 
Condominium Property Act.. Sale terms: At sale, 
the bidder must have 10% down by certified funds, 
balance within 24 hours, by certified funds. No re-
funds. The property will NOT be open for inspec-
tion. Prospective bidders are admonished to check 
the court file to verify all information.
For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's 
Attorney, Diaz Anselmo & Associates P.A., 1771 
West Diehl Road, Suite 120, Naperville, IL 60563. 
(630) 453-6960. 1446-186160
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3269237

090909 -----------------------------------------------------

020202 -----------------------------------------------------

252525 -----------------------------------------------------
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North Township Real Estate For Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
Plaintiff,
-v.-
XIAOLEI LU; SHANSHAN YU; CARL SANDBURG 
VILLAGE CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION NO. 
2; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS; Defendants.
2024CH07241
1455 N Sandburg Ter, Chicago, IL 60610
NOTICE OF SALE PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale entered in the above cause on 5/15/2025, 
an agent of Auction.com, LLC will conduct the auc-
tion in person at 12:00 PM on August 20, 2025 lo-
cated at 100 N LaSalle St., Suite 1400, Chicago, 
IL 60602, and will sell at public sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, the following described 
real estate.
Commonly known as 1455 N Sandburg Ter, Chi-
cago, IL 60610
Property Index No. 17-04-207-086-1417
The real estate is improved with a Condominium. 
The judgment amount was $148,850.24 Sale 
Terms: 20% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to Auction.
com, LLC, No third party checks will be accepted. 
All registered bidders need to provide a photo ID in 
order to bid. The balance, in certified funds/or wire 
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. (relief 
fee not required) The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against said real estate and 
is offered for sale without any representation as to 
quality or quantity of title and without recourse to 
plaintiff and in "AS IS" condition. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by the court. Upon payment 
in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive 
a certificate of sale that will entitle the purchaser to 
a deed to the real estate after confirmation of the 
sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property, prospective bidders are admon-

ished to check the court file to verify all information. 
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal 
fees required by the Condominium property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9 (g)(l) and (g)(4). If this property is 
a condominium unit which is part of a common in-
terest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by the Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15-1701 (C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
For information, contact Plaintiffs attorney: Robert-
son Anshutz Schneid Crane & Partners, PLLC (561) 
241-6901 please refer to file number 24-220607.
Auction.com, LLC 100 N LaSalle St., Suite 1400 
Chicago, IL 60602 - 872-225-4985 You can also 
visit www.auction.com.
Attorney File No. 24-220607 Case Number: 
2024CH07241
NOTE: PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLEC-
TION PRACTICES ACT, YOU ARE ADVISED THAT 
PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY IS DEEMED TO BE A 
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
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A generation which ignores history  
has no past — and no future.  

— Robert A. Heinlein
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pension obligations, Ferguson noted. That 
number was at 28% just a year ago. 

Further, Ferguson noted that the recent 
Illinois General Assembly is further piling 
on the problem by continuing to add pen-
sion sweeteners for Chicago cops. That bill 
is currently awaiting the signature of Gov. 
JB Pritzker. 

Ferguson noted that another recession 
might be enough to tip Chicago’s pension 
funds into insolvency. “We are not clawing 
our way back.”

Generally speaking, it is very difficult 
for cities to file for bankruptcy. To date, 
Detroit is the only major city in the country 
to have done so in 2013. At that time, the 
Motor City’s total debts were roughly six 
times greater than its total budget. During 
the worst of its fiscal crisis, New York’s to-
tal debts were only about 125% of its bud-
get. Chicago’s debts are approaching twice 
its budget. “Chicago has more pension debt 
than 43 states,” Berg added.

Ultimately, New York’s crisis was avert-

ed only after President Jimmy Carter had 
agreed to guarantee the City’s debts. Such 
a solution is not likely to be available to 
Chicago under President Donald Trump. 
Chicago is “literally getting a drop dead 
from Washington every day now,” noted 
Ferguson.

Among the 200 attendees at the pro-
gram was Donald Haider, former Chicago 
budget director and retired Northwestern 
Univ. professor of finance, who noted that 
Illinois’ strained finances also make it an 
unlikely savior for Chicago. “The State of 
Illinois can also be locked out of the finan-
cial markets.”

debt from p. 1

19, 2013
Since 2013, the city has seen several 

events with more than four people mur-
dered, the site’s records show:

• 6 were killed, 5 by stabbing and one by 
gunshot, when a man murdered his family 
after robbing them in the 5700 block of S. 
California on Feb. 2, 2016

• 5 were fatally shot during a suspected 
home invasion in the 100 block of E. 105th 
St. on Dec. 17, 2016 

• 5 were fatally shot by a neighbor who 
entered their apartment in the 6700 block 
of W. Irving Park Rd. on Oct. 12, 2019

• 8 people were shot, 5 fatally, during a 
party inside a home in the 6200 block of S. 
Morgan on June 15, 2021 

Owners of lounge linked  
to 18-person mass shooting  
were ‘dishonest’ with the city

The alderman who represents much of 
River North is pulling no punches after 18 
people were shot outside a “lounge” in the 
neighborhood late Wednesday, saying the 
owners of the venue were “dishonest with 
the city” about their plans for the store-
front, which was the site of another mass 
shooting in 2022.

Four people died in the drive-by shoot-
ing that targeted a crowd gathered out-
side Artis Lounge after a BYOB record 
release party by rap artist Mello Buckzz. 
Shell casings from three different calibers 
were found at the scene, an indication that 
at least three people were probably firing 
shots, according to an internal CPD bulle-
tin obtained by this reporter.

The Cook County Medical Examiner’s 
Office identified the slain victims as Leon 
Andrew Henry, 25, Aviance King, 27, Tay-
lor Walker, 26, and Devonte Williamson, 
23.

Mello Buckzz, the rapper, claimed on so-
cial media that one of the slain men was her 

boyfriend, writing, “I dont wish this typa 
pain on nobody. dam my fu**ing crew…. 
I’m so so sooo sorry”

Elsewhere on social media, though, her 
Facebook page openly refers to a street 
gang faction known as No Limit Mus-
kegon Boys. CWBChicago reported that 
an internal Chicago police document said 
investigators believed the motive was “pos-
sibly gang related.” A nearby surveillance 
camera captured video and audio of the 
shooting.

Cook County Crime Stoppers is offering 
a cash reward of up to $10,000 for informa-
tion that leads investigators to the respon-
sible parties. Tips can be provided anony-
mously at 1-800-535-STOP or at CPDTIP.
com

CPD Supt. Larry Snelling said he issued 
a summary closure notice that will keep 

worst from p. 1 Artis Lounge closed until a full review of 
its operations is complete.

The business opened just a few weeks 
ago, with its owners promoting it as a 
“safe space” and “proudly Black-, Brown-, 
Queer-, and Women-owned. In a statement 
posted on Instagram, lounge management 
said “an act of violence occurred within the 
vicinity of our restaurant— and it shook us 
deeply.”

“This moment is painful,” the outlet’s 
statement said, “but it only strengthens our 
commitment to holding space for those 
who need it most.”

Artis’ management may be getting ahead 
of itself because local Ald. Brendan Reilly 
[42nd] wants them to close permanently, 
and he is publicly claiming that they mis-
led the city about their true intentions for 
the space.

“Despite early assurances from the new 
restaurant owner that this venue would 
support local artisans, foster inclusivity, 
and serve as a hub for connection, creativ-
ity, and joy – the owners decided to turn 
over their venue to promote a new rap al-
bum release,” Reilly wrote in a statement 
distributed to his constituents.

In 2022, the space occupied by Artis op-
erated under different ownership as Hush 
nightclub. Its’ run ended when the city 
forced it to close in the wake of a mass 
shooting that left three injured and one 
dead in Nov. 2022.

Artis is the second business to occupy 
the space, which also sat vacant for extend-
ed periods, since Hush folded.

“This terrible, tragic incident is just the 
latest reminder that we need real reforms 
to our liquor licensing process and regu-
lations to finally address this longstanding 
gap in city code that puts our neighbor-
hoods at risk,” the alderman added.

For centuries, humanity has had a com-
plex relationship with birds, which have 
often been seen as resources to be eaten 
or exploited, or pests and impediments to 
progress as threats to well-being. Birds 
have been a source of inspiration and 
meaning across eras and cultures.

At the same time, science and think-
ers have made efforts to study, depict, and 
classify birds as a means toward better un-
derstanding the cosmos. 

The Newberry Library in partnership 
with the Field Museum is hosting a free 
exhibition, Winging It: A Brief History of 
Humanity’s Relationship with Birds, which 
shares examples from the Newberry’s col-
lection and how birds persist today often-
times in spite of encroachment on their 
land, water, and air. The exhibit is open 
now through Sept. 27 at the library’s Han-
son Gallery, 60 W. Walton St.

The exhibition will also look at the evo-
lution of conservation in the United States 
and the troubling history that led to multi-
ple extinctions. For more information, call 
312-943-9090.

On Aug. 21 they will host a 6 p.m. 
screening of The World of Monty and 
Rose , a 2021 documentary film that tells 
the story of a pair of federally endangered 
Great Lakes Piping Plovers as they attempt 
to nest on Montrose Beach, one of the busi-
est stretches of beach in Chicago.

Newberry Library 
exhibition looks at  

our relationship  
with the birds

Noting that another recession 
might be enough to tip  

Chicago’s pension funds into 
insolvency. “We are not  
clawing our way back, ”  

said Joe Ferguson.

Chicago Police investigate Artis shooting.
Photo courtesy Tyler Pasciak LaRiviere/ 
Chicago Sun-Times via AP




