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Fortune knocks but once,  
but misfortune has much more patience.

—  Laurence J. Peter

The Chicago Park District says 
that the lakefront trail renova-
tions - that will separate pedes-
trians traffic from cyclists - is ac-
celerating with increased activity 
now on work being down south 
of Foster Ave. 

A  new concrete walkway has 
been installed and is completed 
north of Foster along Foster 

Work accelerating on north end of Lakefront Trail
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The Chicago Park District Lakefront Trail Separation from Ardmore to Montrose. The red line indicates the proposed 
trail for pedestrians and the blue line indicates the proposed bike trail.

Beach. The park district origi-
nally wanted to install the new 
pedestrian walkway in the middle 
of the green field between Bryn 
Mawr and Berwyn, which the 
community opposed.

The new plan is to expand the 
existing lakefront trail to have a 
dedicated bike lane and a dedi-
cated pedestrian walkway side by 

side. Construction for this project 
will begin this week and the area 
between Ardmore and Berwyn 
will be closed. 

Pedestrians can walk along the 
lakefront and cyclists are encour-
aged to use Kenmore and Win-
throp and head east at Foster or 
Argyle to link up with the lake-
front trail.

By Jim Vail

Chicago has a problem with its 
water, but does the city want to 
fix it?

The Chicago Park District 
[CPD] may shut down half of its 
outdoor water fountains because 
of lead poisoning, while some-
thing similar could happen in 
the Chicago public schools after 
more than a 100 fountains located 
in schools have been tested for 
too much lead.

The water crisis in Flint, MI, 
exposed the government’s com-
plicity in not investing enough to 
offset the exposure of lead in the 
city’s old pipes. Lead pipes were 
banned in Chicago in 1986.

The city didn’t start testing the 
water in CPD and lake shore foun-
tains for lead until 2016 when a 
reporter from WBEZ asked about 
it. According to the report, the 
CPD tested about 1,200 outdoor 
drinking fountains and found one 
out of every four tested for lead 
that violated the US Environmen-
tal Protection Agency’s limit of 
15 parts per billion.

Affected fountains have been 
located in parks throughout the 
city as well as on the lakefront 
path at W. Beuna Ave. and N. Ha-
zel St., Berwyn Ave. and Sheridan 
Rd., and in fountains near Mon-
trose Beach and by the elephant 
house in Lincoln Park Zoo. 

Today you may see, during a 
walk in the parks, drinking foun-
tains running continuously. The 
city started running water nonstop 
in April in order to flush out the 
lead sediment in the pipes. The 
city’s water commissioner says it 
is best if the water flows continu-
ously through the pipes.

“Some of the city’s drinking 
fountains are left running, which 

25% of public fountains 
serve up too much lead

should flush out any lead that is 
lingering in the pipes,” said Greg 
Borzo, the author of Chicago’s 
Fabulous Fountains. “Therefore, 
there should be no need to shut 
them down and remove them.”

However, that is exactly the 
concern of some civic watchdogs 
who fear that this may be an ex-
cuse to shut down public water 
fountains and sell more bottled 
water, a multibillion industry 
that is not afraid to put pressure 
on public officials to increase its 
profits. In a recent controversial 
decision, the state of Michigan 
allowed Nestle to pump more 
groundwater (400 gallons per 
minute) for a low price ($200 
for a permit) despite more than 
80,000 Michigan residents going 
public as opposed to selling off 
this natural resource in a state that 
has lacked access to clean drink-
ing water.

“I suspect that the lead is-
sue may be used as an excuse 
to remove the city’s public wa-
ter fountains, most of which are 
very poorly maintained,” Borzo 
told News-Star. “As they get 

lead see p. 16

The city and Chicago Park District didn’t start testing the water in lake shore 
drinking fountains for lead until 2016 when a reporter from WBEZ asked 
about it.

“Some of the city’s 
drinking fountains are 

left running, which 
should flush out any 

lead that is lingering in 
the pipes,” said  

Greg Borzo, the author 
of Chicago’s Fabulous 

Fountains. “Therefore, 
there should be no need 

to shut them down  
and remove them.”

by Felicia Dechter

White balloons filled the sky 
over Loyola Beach on Monday 
as mourners of a teenage girl who 
drowned in Lake Michigan last 
week celebrated her life. 

Some 300 to 400 people came 
to honor 13-year-old Darihanne 
Torres, the third young girl to be 
swept up in the lakefront waters 
of Rogers Park since 2012. Dari-
hanne, who lived on the 7400 
block of N. Damen 
Ave., was to start 
eighth grade at Jordan 
Elementary School in 
the Fall. 

She was pro-
nounced dead at 10:15 
p.m. Friday, according 
to the Cook County 
medical examiner’s 
office. Another girl, 
also 13, was caught 
in the same turbulent water Fri-
day night, police said, but she 
was rescued in a dramatic effort 
by a female police officer and a 
few good samaritans who helped 
pull the young girl out of the lake 
alive.

Police said a group of teens had 
been swimming when a rip cur-
rent caught the two girls. The Po-

Neighbors, fellow students mourn  
drowning death of young girl at Loyola Beach
Second girl rescued  
from rip tides

lice and Fire departments started 
getting 911 calls about people in 
the water about 7:35 p.m. Park 
District life guards go off duty 
each day at 7 p.m.

Rev. Joseph Tito, from St. 
Nicholas Church in Evanston, 
spoke to Darihanne’s classmates, 
friends and the Rogers Park com-
munity, “To remember her and 
keep the prayer alive.” 

“Her friends and classmates 
have come to celebrate her life,” 
said Rev. Tito. “Don’t think of her 
as being gone. Think of her as be-
ing happy.” 

Current and former 
Jordan Elementary 
School classmates 
mourned Darihanne 
as they recalled their 
smiling friend who 
used to grab a phone 
and take selfies. “She 
was my best friend 
since we were little 
kids,” said Belinda 
Guzman, a Jordan 

eighth grader. “She was very fun 
and brought out positivity.” 

“She gave good advice and 
always made plans,” said friend 
and classmate Sofia Martinez, an 
eighth grader at Jordan. 

Jordan School seventh grader 
Sylvester Batchelor carried a 
blown-up photo of himself and 
Darihanne, taken as they were go-

ing to a friend’s house. Each was 
looking in separate directions, 
which made for a striking picture. 
“She said she wanted to do that,” 
said Sylvester. “She was funny.” 

“She was a really nice friend,” 
said Katherine Ramirez, who 
spent her 16th birthday on June 
26 lighting fireworks with Dari-
hanne.  

“She was really happy with 
life,” said Katherine’s sister Em-
ily Ramirez, an eighth grader at 
Jordan who was holding a poster 

drowning see p. 16

Darihanne Torres

Sylvester Batchelor carried a cool 
photo of himself and Darihanne 
throughout the vigil.
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Where are you? Do you know 
how you got to this spot that 
you’re in and do you know how 
to get to where you are going?

Are you any good at geogra-
phy? Can you think on your feet 
and travel at the same time? How 
much instruction do you need and 
are you able to follow directions? 
Or are you one of those people 
who are always lost?

Geography is the science 
through which we understand the 
physical features of the earth. The 
proportions and scale of the earth. 
Geography permits us the oppor-
tunity to know more closely the 
piece of earth on which we stand, 
live, love and settle. 

Earth is not merely one con-
tinuous stretch of terrain, it is 
complex, multi-leveled and com-
plimentary, challenged as it is by 
many layers of awareness and un-
derstanding. 

Of what is the earth made? Is 
all of its surface habitable? What 
is the shape of our world? Can it 
be measured? Can our knowledge 
of the earth deepen our ability to 
survive and increase our quality 
of life?

Such questions are impactful 
and significant. They have large-
ly been questions asked in just the 
past three centuries, as reason and 

Brush up on your geography and see the world

By Thomas J. O’Gorman

intelligence were often running 
hand in hand with the develop-
ment of science. 

Learning to ask the right ques-
tions and the ability to verify the 
truthfulness of what was discov-
ered contributed greatly to clarify 
our awareness of where we are. 
We’ve come a long way from 
our perception that the earth is a 
flat pie plate, not a round sphere. 
With the sun revolving around us, 
not our planet revolving around 
the sun. 

Confounding the long held 
beliefs of kings, potentates and 
popes, gravity was a difficult re-
ality to argue with once it was 
understood. It took a long time to 
swallow.

Geography is observable to all 
around you. It’s the landscape, the 
people and the environment. You 
don’t need a graduate degree to 
get it. The lay of the land speaks 
with power and distinction. 

In Chicago we live on the flat 
of the Illinois Prairie. We know 
it’s flat. Nothing obscures our 
wide, long, panoramic view of 
the nation. But we share America 
with those who live in the snow 
capped mountains of the Rockies 
and the rolling hill country of Ap-
palachia, and the tide waters  of 
the mid-Atlantic. 

The Southwest deserts are arid 
with bone dry terrain, cactus-
filled and crusty. While the dense 
Florida air, muggy and wet, is 
sand-filled and hot, at the same 
time snow falls early on the Cas-
cades and the mountains of the 
northwest. The soil of America 
is a tableau of prehistorical land 
shifts and glacial movements. 
Nature carved the landscape here 
with drama and poignant remind-
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THE BIRTH  
OF  THE MOSCOW MULE:  
In a story that is now legend, 
in 1941, Jack Morgan of Cock 
and Bull Ginger Beer was 
sitting with John G. Martin  
of Hublein and Rudolph Kunett, 
the President of Smirnoff. 
They were experimenting, 
putting their heads together 
on the invention of a new 
cocktail. Ultimately they added 
Smirnoff Vodka to Ginger Beer 
on crushed ice with a healthy 
squeeze of fresh lime. Adam Umbach

ers of the past, our own Lake 
Michigan chief among them. We 
live on where it has settled for the 
moment.

Geography was always a favor-
ite subject of mine in elementary 
school. It offered  more appeal-
ing material than arithmetic and 
spelling. Geography as a subject 
was well-designed and flattering 
to our planet with the exotic trav-
elogue spirit of its beauty. 

As a child I was captivated by 
the romance of the world’s beauty, 
mystified by the “Benelux coun-
tries” (Belgium, the Netherlands 
and Luxembourg), as one chapter 
in third grade explained. I was 
ripe for travel to Brussels, Am-
sterdam and quaint Luxembourg 
City. I got dizzy whenever more 
scientific perspectives were pre-
sented, being more partial to the 
charm of local hotels and alpine 
inns, and the fantastic foods that 
were shown. 

Whenever we had a free mo-
ment and Sister Francis Cabrini, 
O.P. told us to just read a book, I 
headed straight for my geography 
book. 

This provided me the opportu-
nity to find more out-of-the-way 
places and little known lands. I 
knew their capitols, their chief 
exports, their customs and who 
were their neighbors. I wasn’t just 
rigged for travel, but for explor-
ing and adventure. Armed with 

my trusty blue blazer, I was ready 
to look beyond my neighborhood, 
city and school. I had big plans 
to see the world, like a character 
from David Copperfield, encour-
aged to see all the mysteries of 
creation. As an American, I could 
travel freely with the blessing 
and assistance of Mr. John Fos-
ter Dulles, the U.S Secretary of 
State. Just not to Russia and the 
other Commie lands.

It is delightful to look at the 
world through the lenses of grade 
school geography. I don’t care for 
the travel guide version of new 
places like the NewYork Times 
“48 hours in Budapest.” Or short-
handed ways of experiencing an-
other culture, like a cruise on the 
Rhine with 40 people from Mt. 
Prospect. I still cherish the feel-
ing that comes when you prepare 
for the journey. When you have 
expended time to unpack the his-
tory, language, customs and cul-
ture of a place for yourself, when 
you have familiarized yourself 
with local bookstores, groceries, 
operas, restaurants, newspapers, 
ballets, art museums and battle-
fields, you are embracing the po-
etic experience of others. 

No American writes better 
about Paris than Ernest Heming-
way. You can feel the city rise in 
the minutiae of detail from his ex-
periences. Cafe after cafe. Same 
way with Gertrude Stein. They 
knew everyone in Paris and their 
ability to move through that soci-
ety enabled and emboldened them 
for clear and clever observations. 
Englishman Evelyn Waugh went 
to Ethiopia in 1930 as a journalist 
to cover the coronation of the Em-
peror Haile Selassie. Five years 
later he returned to cover the Ital-
ian War against that nation. His 
recounting of experiences is an 
essential expression of survival. 
Both books are musts to read.

Grade school geography is still 
on my mind as I peruse the cli-
mate of international fatigue and 
anger, presently so prevalent. The 
rancor of America’s politics, the 
collapse of intelligent reasoning 

in left wing wisdom, the impov-
erished humanism in right wing 
bitterness seizes the minds of 
Americans. 

It seems like a good time to 
brush up on our geography. Time 
to look at the essential construct 
of our planet. 

Our city remains the murder 
capital of America. Little hon-
est resolve is at hand. Chicago’s 
politics are troubled and the city, 
county and state are all broke. 
Chicagoans are deceived by 
cheesy maneuvers and stunts. 
And self-serving, old fashioned, 
dead-end, flat-tired approaches. 
We should be exploring and sup-
porting term limits. Only that can 
remove the long history of geo-
graphical boondoggle that has 
become synonymous with Chi-
cago’s style.  

So I will return to looking at 
the pictures of far away places, 
relishing the geography of our 
planet. Filled with promise, cour-
age, compromise and a longing 
for friendly peace. Measuring and 
remeasuring the earth. Where we 
must find room for all. And bread 
for all. And justice for all. Mind-
ful of all the geniuses who once 
were sure the earth was as flat as 
stale beer. 

GOOD COMPANY: Chicago 
Blues man Buddy Guy has a new 
album, “The Blues is Alive and 
Well,” which features sets with 
Mick Jagger, Keith Richards, 
Jeff Beck and James Bay.

MADAM VEIL: As a girl, she 
survived the horrors of the Shoah, 
the Holocaust, the years at Ber-
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BigDiamondsUSA.com  312-795-1100

Eco Friendly, Conflict Free

30% Savings!

MAN-JO-VINS
JUST  GOOD  FOOD

HOT DOGS • ITALIAN BEEF • HAMBURGERS   
FRESH CUT FRIES • ICE CREAM & SHAKES

hours: 
Tuesday-Friday: 11 a.m.-8 p.m.

Sat. & Sun.: 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Closed Mondays

Established 1953
3224 N. Damen Ave.  
at Damen & Melrose

773-935-0727
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Heart of the ‘Hood
By Felicia Dechter

Antique lovers, read this book

As we all know, our belongings often be-
come part of and reflect who we are, espe-
cially when they’re antiques or family heir-
looms. That’s why I really enjoyed reading 
all the lovable stories in a new book by 
veteran antiques dealer Duane Cerny -- co-
owner of the Broadway Antique Market, 
6130 N. Broadway.

Cerny has written a great little memoir 
detailing dozens of unforgettable hunts for 
treasures in the recently-released, “Selling 
Dead People’s Things: Inexplicably True 
Tales, Vintage Fails & Objects of Objec-
tionable Estates.” With humor and honesty, 
Cerny tells stories from the last three de-
cades, including how he got started, pro-
cessing the estate of a hoarding beekeeper, 
disassembling the retro remains of an infa-
mous haunted hospital, and conducting an 
impromptu appraisal during a Shiva gone 
wrong. He chronicles his wild encounters 
and gives a behind-the-scene peek into the 
world of antiques and their obsessive own-
ers, while they’re still alive or after their 
passing. 

“After more than 30-years in the antiques 
business, I have come to the conclusion 
that the most valuable asset to be found is 
not the object itself, but rather, the owner 
of the object,” said Cerny. “‘Selling Dead 
People’s Things,’ exemplifies that our pos-
sessions define who we are in ways more 
personal, more dramatic, more thought-
provoking than we ourselves can ever fully 
imagine… every instance shares a common 
connection—we all love our ‘stuff’ and let-
ting go can be easier said than done.”

The Broadway Antique Market was vot-
ed the No. 1 shopping destination in Chica-
go and has been featured in The New York 
Times, Wall Street Journal, O (The Oprah 
Magazine), and more. We caught up with 
Cerny and thank him for taking the time 

out of his busy treasure hunting schedule 
to chat. 

Q: What made you decide to write this 
book?

A: After the publication and incredible 
response of “Traces of a Man Who Disap-
peared” (The New York Times/July, 2013), 
I realized I had stumbled upon something 
special. Suddenly the notion of taking oth-
ers on my house calls, estate sales and into 
hoarder homes through a non-fiction, true 
short story narrative became a personal 
revelation. In the tens of thousands of an-
tiques/collectible books ever published, 
very few addressed the back-story to the 
business. Turns out, people really want to 
go along with me on these vintage jour-
neys, or at least through my writing.

Q: How did you decide on the title?
A: I’d been kicking around the idea of 

a memoir for some time, but I didn’t think 
my story was all that interesting. However, 
the idea of a hybrid memoir—my vintage 

adventures morphed with some of my most 
unusual house calls—that seemed compel-
ling. The phrase “dead people’s things” is a 
term used by almost everyone in the busi-
ness, though it’s not necessarily echoed to 
the public. (It’s honest, but still a tad vul-
gar.) Given my 30+ years of selling my 
antiques/collectibles, the word “Selling” 
had to be front and center. Hence: “Selling 
Dead People’s Things.”

Q: What are some of the most unusual, 
weird and/or fun items you’ve ever come 
across?

A: The book documents many of these 
kinds of items and gave me the opportu-
nity to detail their stories. One of the most 
unusual was my discovery of a two-headed 
calf, which I then rented to Oliver Stone for 
the film, “Natural Born Killers.” That was 
the first film we propped. After that, the 

floodgates opened for more films, televi-
sion shows, etc. (200+ to date and count-
ing!) 

We sold a huge, one-of-a-kind, custom-
made 1950s dinette set -- green Formica 
top, 20 green vinyl upholstered chairs -- to 
Oprah for one of her book clubs. I believe 
it ended up in Harpo’s lunchroom.

Over the years we’ve sold off the collec-
tions of individual collectors—150 owls, 
200 monkeys, 300 physique magazines, 
etc. All one-by-one. It’s one wacky Noah’s 
Ark. And trust me, it’s a slow way to mil-
lions of dollars!

Q: What’s new and exciting at the Broad-
way Antique Market?  If I were to shop  
today, what are a few cool treasures I 
would find?

A: A super scarce 1893 Columbian  
Exposition World’s Fair Pocket Watch—A 
small flock of incredibly-well-done taxi-
dermy pheasants -- And my favorite, a 
1930s French Bull Dog Clock (one eye 
turns by the minute; one eye turns by the 
hour) made in Germany, yes, even though 
it’s a French Bull Dog. Go figure.

Q: You’ve been doing this since you were 
a kid. How has the business changed since 
then?

A: About the “business” of vintage: it’s 
evolved and always evolving. The antiques 
business is very much a fashion, meaning 
things go in and out of style; some things 
come back, some things should NEVER 
come back. Example: In the 1990s, Mis-
sion/Arts & Crafts furniture and pottery was 
hot—couldn’t keep good pieces in stock; 
now that collecting category is cold stag-
nant. But we were also selling mid-century 
modern, decades before “Mad Men” hit the 
media. Yes, mid-mod is still going strong, 
but as the show too advanced in time, the 
1970s—from furnishings, objects, music, 
fashion—has come roaring into stores like 
BAM. Again, what changes is the fashion. 
You change with it or you’re history.

Q: Do you think people today are more 
aware of the value of their things thanks 

• •• •
•• • •
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•
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“Selling Dead People’s Things,” is not only a 
fun, witty and interesting collection of stories 
but there’s a lot to learn from it too.

antiques see p. 9

Author and antique dealer Duane Cerny.

With humor and honesty,  
Cerny tells stories from the last 
three decades, including how 
he got started, processing the 

estate of a hoarding beekeeper,  
disassembling the retro  
remains of an infamous  
haunted hospital, and  

conducting an impromptu  
appraisal during  

a Shiva gone wrong. 
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Condo-mania!
420 W. Belmont #8E, CORNER 1BR w/BALCONY  $169,900

420 W. Belmont #28F, Rehabbed 1BR    $149,900

300 N. State #2608, MARINA CITY 1BR   $219,900

3821 N. Narragansett # 2W, CORNER 2BR w/BALCONY  $119,900

Condomania!

773.770.7002

3200 N. Lake Shore Drive, Unit 410  
Treetop views from ALL east-facing windows. This split 2BR/2BTH floorplan over-
looks Belmont Harbor from every room with custom built-ins throughout.  
Granite kitchen counters, brand new carpeting.

3110 N. Sheridan Rd., Unit 802
Corner 1 bedroom with In-Unit Washer/Dryer, Updated kitchen with Breakfast Bar, 
Granite Counters, Tons of Cabinets, Under-mount sink, Stainless Steel Appliances. 
Bathroom also updated with Ceramic Tile. Laminate Flooring throughout Living 
Space. Heated Garage parking space Included.

3500 N. Lake Shore Drive, Unit 15D
Elegant 1920’s Co-Op waiting for further Restoration. This 2 bedroom + Den, 2 Full 
Bathrooms preferred unit has both East & West Exposures with outstanding Lake 
views. Wide Gallery Entry, leads you to Large Living Room with beautiful decorative 
Fireplace, Spacious Formal Dining Room. Space Pac A/C , and In-Unit Washer/Dryer 
Hookups.

Home-loan rates decline  
as Summer market rolls into full swing

The Home Front 
By Don DeBat

With Chicago’s summer hous-
ing market rolling into full swing, 
prospective home buyers current-
ly are benefitting from an unex-
pected easing of mortgage rates, 
experts say.

After a rapid increase through-
out most of the spring, home-loan 
rates have now declined in five 
of the past six weeks, reported 
Freddie Mac’s Primary Mortgage 
Market Survey.

“The run-up in mortgage rates 
earlier this year represented not 
just a rise in risk-free borrow-
ing costs, but for investors, the 
mortgage spread also rose back to 
more normal levels by about 20 
basis points,” said Sam Khater, 
Freddie Mac’s chief economist. 
“What that means for home buy-
ers is good news. Mortgage rates 
may have a little more room to 
decline over the very short term.”

Although the current economic 
expansion is in its 10th year, Khat-
er said residential single-family 
real estate was initially slow to 
recover. “Now—backed by the 
demographic tailwind provided 
by Millennials reaching the peak 
age to buy their first home—the 
housing market should have some 
room to grow going forward,” he 
predicted.

Benchmark 30-year fixed-rate 
mortgages averaged 4.52% for the 
week ending July 5, down from 
4.55% a week earlier. A year ago 
at this time, the 30-year fixed-rate 
loans averaged 3.96%.

Fifteen-year fixed mortgages 
averaged 3.99% on July 5, down 
from 4.04% a week earlier. A year 
ago at this time, the 15-year fixed-
rate mortgages averaged 3.22%. 

Chicago-area lenders were 

charging 4.376% to 4.486% last 
week on 30-year fixed-rate loans, 
according to rateSeeker.com.

Meanwhile, Illinois Realtors 
reported that single-family homes 
and condominiums sold quickly 
and at higher prices in May even 
as tight inventory drove sales 
slightly lower for the month.

The city of Chicago saw year-
over-year home sales decrease 
2.2% with 2,978 sales in May, 
compared with 3,046 a year ago. 
The median price of a home in 
Chicago in May was $306,000 
up 0.1% percent compared with 
$305,600 in May 2017.

“Buyers are feeling the pres-
sure to move quickly, with short-
er market times and fewer homes 
to choose from,” said Rebecca 
Thomson, president of the Chi-
cago Assoc. of Realtors. “For 
sellers, it’s all about positioning. 
With prices holding steady, sell-
ers need to price it right from the 
beginning.”

In the nine-county Chicago 
Metro Area, sales of single-fam-
ily and condominiums in May 
totaled 12,384 units sold, down 
2.5% from 12,706 units in May 
2017. The median price in May 
was $255,000 in the Chicago 
Metro Area, an increase of 3.3% 
from $246,910 in May 2017. 

“Median prices showed a 
healthy, sustainable uptick in 
May, giving property owners an 
opportunity to continue to gain a 
return on their investment while 
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Free estimates - Insured

in Northern Chicago

847-293-4980
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$250 DISCOUNT  
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with this coupon

8740 Overlook Point, St. John    $849,900 
Perfectly posi�oned on a Lake-View lot in the 
exclusive Lake Hills 
Subdivision within St. 
John, Indiana. This 
home is an exquisite, 
overall masterpiece 
as it is embellished 
with the finest �mber 

elements truly highligh�ng it’s uniqueness. This 4 
bedroom, 3.5 bathroom home offering  com-
manding views rule this custom, open concept space brimming with   
magnificence. A premium kitchen with grandeur touches, 4 fireplaces, full 
finished walk-out basement as well as perfectly cra�ed features around 
every corner, this impeccable estate is a dream come true. Exterior     

features include a 3 car garage, 2 �ered deck, lush             
landscaping, ligh�ng and more.  

Don’t miss out on a rare opportunity to own over 
5000 finished square feet of absolute luxury! 

         Contact Gina G. today at              
 219-765-6698     gina@soldbygina.com     

   

at the same time allowing con-
sumers a solid shot at getting into 
a home,” said Matt Difanis, presi-
dent of Illinois Realtors.

“The overall trend of decreas-
ing inventories is unabated, so it’s 
likely this market dynamic will 
continue to place upward pres-
sure on home prices through the 
summer,” Difanis said.

Statewide sales of single-fam-
ily homes and condos in May 
totaled 16,937 units, down 2.7% 
from 17,401 units in May of 
2017. The statewide median price 
in May was $215,000, up 3.4% 
from $208,000 in May of 2017. 
The median is a typical market 
price where half the homes sold 
for more and half sold for less.

Sales and price information 
are generated by Multiple List-
ing Service closed sales reported 
by 27 participating Illinois Real-
tor  local boards and associations 
including Midwest Real Estate 
Data LLC data. 

The time it took to sell a home 
in May statewide averaged 49 
days, down from 52 days a year 
ago. Available housing inventory 
totaled 55,126 units for sale, a 
7.6% decline from 59,644 units 
in May of 2017.

“While month-to-month sales 
in the last quarter recorded solid 
gains, the sales volumes were 
slightly lower than a year ago,” 
noted University of Illinois econ-
omist Geoffrey J.D. Hewings.

“The continued expansion of 
the economy has certainly helped 
sustain the housing recovery, al-
though rising interest rates and 
uncertainty about the impact of 
the current trade war may dampen 
growth in the rest of 2018,” Hew-
ings said.

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat 
is co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.

ADVERTISE
HERE!

8 weeks,  
just $260

Call or Email Cindy
C789Amadio@gmail.com 

Cell: 618-201-3622

– VALLEY OAKS –
MOBILE HOME COMMUNITY

2017 NOI - $601,000
6208 LAWN DRIVE, HODGKINS, IL 

Minimum Bid of $6.55 Million
Cap Rate at Min Bid 9.2%

· 2017 NOI - $601,000 · 85% leased
· 130 mobile home sites · 2 park owned homes · Parking area lighting · City water & sewer

· Surrounded by shopping, AMC theater, restaurants & Arie Crown Forest Preserve

Located just off I-55 & I-294, 5 miles from Chicago

AUGUST 8  ·  REAL ESTATE

ON-SITE INSPECTIONS: 10:30 AM SHARP - JULY 10, 24 & 31

FineAndCompany.com  312.278.0600 

The organizers behind the failed 
2017’s Pokémon Go Fest in Grant 
Park are hoping for a smoother 
time as they now take their digital 
hunt to Lincoln Park in Lakeview 
this weekend, centered on the 
2900 block of N. Lakeview.

Niantic, the people behind the 
popular augmented reality mobile 
game, have announced that Lin-
coln Park will serve as the North 
American venue for its 2018 
three-city tour. Those who drive, 
jog or bike up and down Lake 
Shore Dr. and the North Lakefront 
may have already noticed the high 
tech communications equipment 
that has been stationed behind a 
large fence on park property just 

Warning, Pokémon Go Fest  
- and crowds - coming  

to Lincoln Park this weekend
east of the tennis courts and north 
of Diversey Harbor.

According to the organizers, 
the event will feature a 1.8-mile-
long outdoor course with physical 
installations and exclusive activi-
ties as well as a unique and im-
mersive gameplay experience not 
seen in any of Niantic’s previous 
live events.

The 2017 single-day Pokémon 
Go Fest attracted a sold-out crowd 
of over 20,000 but was plagued 
by technical issues that caused the 
game to crash. Most participants 
this year anticipate more reliable 
cell service and game servers that 
can handle the surge in users.

Chicago saw a year-over-year home sales decrease of 2.2% with 2,978 
sales in May, compared with 3,046 a year ago.
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Letters to the Editor

Marcella Kane
773.490.6811

marcella@koenigrubloff .com

If you want to sell your 
home for the best price, 
don’t miss the summer  
market. Contact me to 
learn more and sell for 

the best price!

The Market is Hot

WHY SHOP ONLINE? WE’RE ONLY A MINUTE AWAY!

IN-HOUSE 
DIGITAL & OFFSET PRINTING

5640 N. BROADWAY, CHICAGO, IL 60660
info@alliedprintandcopy.com

Ph: 773.334.5200 773.334.5488 Fax: 773.334.5757
www.alliedprintandcopy.com
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BUSINESS CARDS  POST CARDS
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Woodstock 
Folk Festival

Sunday, July 15th Noon-6pm

on the historic Woodstock Square in Woodstock, IL

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE: 

woodstockfolkfestival.org  realwoodstock.com

Celtic, bluegrass, blues, jazz, 
funk, Americana, down home 

swing, and both traditional and 
contemporary folk music.

Come for the weekend!
Concerts by Garnet Rogers, Corky Siegel, and Chris Jones 

& The Night Drivers; open mic; music at the farmers market; 
Summer in the Park and more.

The Chicago Pride Parade in 
its current form is too much for 
the affected neighborhoods to 
handle.

The end of the parade made it 
to Diversey/Sheridan more than 
4.5 hours after the event began 
at Broadway/Montrose. Street 
closures started more than two 
hours before the parade and con-
tinued more than two hours after 
the parade. East-west traffic was 
restricted from Montrose to Di-
versey, a distance of two miles.

If this annual event is going to 
remain in North Side neighbor-
hoods, it must be shortened to no 

Pride parade too much for neighborhood
longer than two hours. I suggest 
a better idea would be moving it 
to Columbus Drive in Grant Park. 
Along with that, close Halsted St. 
between Belmont and Addison on 
the day of the parade and have a 
street festival during afternoon 
and evening hours. This would 
not have such a negative impact 
on traffic and would probably 
discourage those who come to the 
event not to celebrate LGBTQ 
Pride, but to cause trouble.

Daniel Fields
Uptown

When reading the Police Beat 
I am always dismayed and upset 
by the decisions made by some 
judges. For example, in your June 
27-July 3 edition, a felon while 
already on probation was charged 
with felony robbery. Judge Arthur 
Hill sentenced him to 18 months 
probation and 15 days of commu-
nity service after the felon plead-
ed guilty of illegal gun possession 
and nine other weapons-related 
felonies were dropped. Is it no 
wonder that there have been so 

Go ahead and do the crime, you’ll get no time

Loved the [July 4] story on the 
[Damen Ave.] bridge but there 
was one sticky point. I t says the 
land on the north side was bought 
in 1935 “to build what would be-
come the Chicago Housing Au-
thority’s Julia C. Lathrop public 
housing project.” While it is true 
that that is where Lathrop was 

Bridge first, Lathrop second

many crimes on the streets when 
judges give a slap on the hand 
for gun-related crimes? Is this 
sentence going to keep the felon 
from another crime, because the 
previous one did not?

Thank you for keeping your 
readers informed. The informa-
tion helps when it comes to the 
Judicial Retention Ballot.

Mario Caruso
Lincoln Square

eventually built, there was no 
Housing Authority in 1935 - either 
local or national. The National act 
and the local authority both were 
created in 1937 - just thought that 
you’d want to know.

Marilyn Katz

by CWBChicago.com

Despite all of the media hype 
about Chicago adding hundreds 
of new police officers, manpower 
in the 19th Town Hall District 
slipped again in June. And Town 
Hall police work schedules, pro-
vided to this newspaper by a 
source, show that the district is 
sometimes operating with no cars 
assigned to as many as six of its 
15 beats.

The district is also going into 
“Radio Assignments Pending” 
[RAP] status far more often 
than in recent years.  RAP status 
means that all of a district’s on-
duty officers are tied up on as-
signments and no police officers 
are available to handle incoming 
911 calls for help. Dispatchers 
stack up requests for help during 
RAPS. When an officer becomes 
available, they are dispatched to 
handle the most pressing pending 
matter.

The Town Hall District serves 
the area bounded by Fullerton, 
Lawrence, the Chicago River, and 
Lake Michigan.

New manpower numbers re-
leased by the Chicago Police 
Dept. [CPD] show that the 19th 
District shed 13 officers in June, 

Police manpower at Town Hall 
slipped again in June

Despite hype, 19th District lost manpower in June;  
up to 33% of beat cars sat idle last week

dropping to a strength of 372 of-
ficers. The district is operating 
with 20% fewer officers than 
when it was formed by merging 
two smaller districts in 2011.

In February, Ald. Tom Tun-
ney (44th) told the Sun-Times 
that Chicago Police Supt. Eddie 
Johnson had promised “more re-
sources by May. … He has made 

a private commitment to me that I 
will be happy with the number.”

In the same report, CPD spokes-
man Anthony Guglielmi said 
the department would get Town 
Hall manpower “back to levels 
prior to when those two districts 
merged.”

But no matter how many grad-
uation ceremonies Chicagoans 
have seen, the number of cops 
assigned to Town Hall is actually 
slightly lower than when the hir-
ing surge began.

Ald. Tunney, in a newsletter to 
constituents late last week, sound-

ed anything but “happy” with 
Town’s Hall’s staffing level… 
and he shouldn’t be with all the 
gaslighting he is getting from the 
Mayor’s Office and Police Brass.

“We are awaiting an action 
plan from the Superintendent on 
how promised increases will be 
met,” Ald. Tunney said, “and [I] 
will share that update when it is 
received.”

Yet a recent Town Hall District 
schedule shows that the district 
has been operating at times with 
cars assigned to only a fraction of 
its 15 patrol areas, also known as 
“beats.” The schedule was pro-
vided by a source who requested 
anonymity because they are not 
permitted to speak about depart-
mental affairs.

The evening shift in Town Hall 
July 2 operated with just nine beat 
cars on patrol. The other six beat 
cars sat empty for the shift.

Last Thursday, four of the 15 
cars were out of commission on 
the evening shift. Friday evening? 
Five of 15 were down. Saturday 
and Sunday evenings both had 
four “down cars.”

During pre-shift roll calls, 
Town Hall officers have been told 

manpower see p. 13

By Jim Vail

One of the biggest problems for 
schools is the shortage of teachers 
in classrooms and last week the 
governor took a step to fight this 
by signing a bill that will change 
license requirements to make it 
easier for out-of-state, retired and 
substitute teachers to get certified 
to teach in Illinois.

There is a growing shortage of 
teachers in the state with one in 
five Illinois teaching positions 
going unfilled due to licensure 
requirements, according to the 
governor’s office.

Nowhere is this more true than 
in the Chicago Public Schools 
(CPS) where schools are left with 
vacant teaching positions during 
the school year. This has a ripple 
effect, where the difficulty of 
finding a substitute teacher com-
pounds the problem and forces 
classes for special education, 
bilingual or music and art to be 
cancelled so that these teachers 
within the building can temporar-
ily fill in the vacancies.

The Chicago Teachers Union 
(CTU) has filed numerous griev-
ances against violations of the 
contract because teachers who 
have to sub do not get their allot-
ted time to prepare their lessons 
(full disclosure: this reporter is a 
CTU member and CPS teacher). 
This has led to deteriorating mo-
rale and frustration all around.

There are many reasons why 
there is a teacher shortage in 

Governor signs law  
to ease teacher shortage

this state beyond the licensing 
requirements. Schools in rough 
neighborhoods are tough to staff 
because of student behavior prob-
lems and the onslaught of Amer-
ica’s Common Core curriculum 
push attacked teachers and made 
the profession much more oner-
ous. Education schools have re-
ported significant drops in enroll-
ment due to the education reform 
movement’s demands on public 
education.

Chicago schools on the North 
Side as well as the South Side 
have huge problems finding sub-
stitute teachers. One principal 
thought CPS did not do enough to 
recruit subs who a few years ago 
had to be fully-certified teach-
ers, whereas now they just need 
a bachelor’s degree, (as it was 

when I first started subbing 15 
years ago).

However, according to the new 
requirements in HB5627, a sub-
stitute teacher will only need an 
associate’s degree (two years of 
college classes), similar to what a 
teacher aid needs to work in the 
Chicago public schools. 

The new law will address the 
teaching shortage crisis by cre-
ating a “Short Term Substitute 
Teaching License” so people with 
either an associate degree or 60 
college credit hours can substitute 
teach, providing reciprocity for 
comparable and valid educator li-
censes from other states (currently 
there are only certain states where 
teachers have the requirements to 

teacher see p. 9

The evening shift  
in Town Hall July 2 

operated with just nine 
beat cars on patrol.  

The other six beat cars 
sat empty for the shift.

To Advertise, Call 773-465-9700
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by Peter von Buol

For more than 90 years, the 
façade of the Spanish Baroque 
revival Uptown Theatre, 4816 N. 
Broadway St., has been clad in 
cream-colored terra cotta orna-
mentation and tiles that have suc-
cessfully endured nearly a centu-
ry of Chicago’s extreme weather 
swings.

Designed by Cornelius W. 
Rapp and George Rapp, brothers 
who were known as the preemi-
nent movie-theater architects of 
their era, (their commissions in-
cluded the Chicago Theatre) and 
built by Chicago-based Balaban 
and Katz Corporation (a forerun-
ner to Paramount Pictures), the 
nearly 4,500 seat theater opened 
its doors to the public in 1925. It 
was the largest free-standing the-
ater in the country.

Until recently, the manufac-
turer of the historic Uptown 
landmark’s terra cotta had been 
a mystery. While it had always 
been assumed the theater’s terra 
cotta had been manufactured in 
Chicago, the specific manufac-
turer had not been known. The 
mystery was solved when archi-
tectural historian/salvager Eric 
J. Nordstrom recently acquired a 
book showcasing the work of ar-

Mystery of who made landmark terra cotta at Uptown Theater solved
chitects Rapp and Rapp. Within 
the book was a full-page adver-
tisement for the Chicago-based 
Advance Terra Cotta Co. which 
listed Rapp and Rapp projects 
that had used their terra cotta.

As most everyone now knows, 
the long-shuttered Uptown The-
atre is finally getting a facelift. 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel teamed up 
with Farpoint Development and 
Jam Productions in announcing 
a $75 million plan to restore the 
iconic theatre and create an Up-
town Music District that includes 
the Uptown, Riviera Theatre, Ara-
gon Ballroom, Uptown Under-
ground cabaret and the legendary 
Green Mill jazz lounge. 

Work on the Uptown is sched-
uled to begin this fall and will 
take approximately two years to 
complete.

“For years and years no one 
knew who fabricated the terra 
cotta. When I acquired an impor-
tant book showcasing Rapp and 
Rapp’s work, I found a full-page 
ad identifying the maker. It was a 
great discovery and inspired me 
to visit the theater with my cam-
era and document the façade,” 
Nordstrom said.

According to Ward Miller, ex-
ecutive director of Preservation 
Chicago, a non-profit group which 

advocates architectural preserva-
tion, in the early 20th century, the 
manufacture of terra cotta was an 
important industry.

“Chicago was, at one time, a 
terra-cotta manufacturing cen-
ter, with many high-quality and 
nationally known companies, in-
cluding the Northwestern Terra 
Cotta Co., the American Terra 
Cotta Co. and Midland Terra Cot-
ta Co., to name several. This pro-
cess of molding, glazing and bak-
ing clay into a variety of different 
shapes and forms, including high-
ly decorative ornament, became 
a very desired and durable mate-
rial, allowing elaborate forms to 
be created and reproduced with 
molds versus the more traditional 
means of carving stone-ornament, 
which was very labor-intensive, 
and costly. The use of terra cotta 
also expressed a certain “visual 
elasticity” to some very important 
buildings in Chicago, as the mate-
rial could be very expressive to a 
variety of conditions and surfaces 
and could offer a wide range of 
colors,” Miller said.

According to Miller, in the 
early years of mass-production, 
Chicago’s terra cotta manufactur-
ers made their tiles in an assort-
ment of colors and hues. After 
1893, the popularity of white and 
cream-colored terra cotta greatly 

increased.
“Many of the tall structures of 

the Loop, known as the “Chicago 
School” buildings [also referred 
to as the “Chicago Commercial 
Style” buildings] were clad, or 
partially clad in the material, as it 

had a very cost-efficient means of 
construction. Early examples em-
ployed richly colored terra cotta 
and deep reddish-brown hues. 
However, this all changed with 
a new wave of buildings [that 
were] constructed in the years 
that followed the World’s Colum-
bian Exposition or the Chicago 
World’s Fair of 1893. Many of 
the temporary fair buildings were 
made of staff or plaster material, 
and [had been] whitewashed. This 
gave them a pure appearance, free 
from the pollution of a typical 
19th century industrial city. This 

Jacuzzis, Sinks & Vanities
Kitchen Cabinets

- Remodeling & Restaurant Supply -

CALL 773-772-0808

A-A SALVAGE
Plumbing Liquidation 

NEED LEGAL HELP?
Get a FREE referral to an attorney!

Call the Illinois State Bar Association Illinois Lawyer Finder.
Get connected to a lawyer today.

Call 877-270-3855 or go to
https://www.isba.org/public/illinoislawyerfinder         

was why the fair was nicknamed 
“The White City,” Miller added.

Nordstrom, owner of Urban 
Remains Gallery and Museum at 
1850 W. Grand Ave., noted that 
while the theater has been closed 
since 1981, its terra cotta remains 
in relatively good condition.

“Despite water damage and 
neglect from decades of deferred 
maintenance, the theater is struc-
turally sound, with nearly all of 
its ornament largely intact (thanks 
to the ongoing efforts by Friends 
of Uptown). The exterior façade 
(which faces Broadway) consists 
of cream-colored terra cotta man-
ufactured by the Advance Terra 
Cotta Company,” Nordstrom 
said.

According to Miller, in the 
1920s, prominent buildings 
throughout the city were be-
ing built with light-colored terra 
cotta. 

“Structures like the Wrigley 
Building employed historical 
styles, which were clad in ivory 
and brilliant white terra cotta, 
perhaps reflecting the buildings 
of the World’s Fair. These were 
highly successful landmarks 
and could be easily identified, 
cleaned and even illuminated, if 
so desired. This brilliant material 
was also used for such buildings 
as the exterior facade of the Chi-
cago Theatre, 175 N. State St., 
and the former State-Lake The-
atre (now WLS TV), 190 N. State 
St. These were some of the very 
early grand-scale movie palaces,” 
Miller said.

Nordstrom praised the efforts 
of the Friends of the Uptown 
Theatre which helped ensure vul-
nerable terra cotta pieces were re-
moved and placed in storage.

“Terra cotta extending beyond 
the roofline was carefully decon-
structed and placed in  storage. 
[These pieces] will rejoin the fa-
cade [once] the theater undergoes 
restoration,” Nordstrom said.

While much of the remaining 
terra cotta is in good condition, 
some sections remain subject to 
the extremes of Chicago weather.

“Additional work was done 
on the extant terra cotta locat-
ed between the marquee and the 
roofline in order to further stabi-
lize  areas of vulnerability. [That 
is] where water and/or other inva-
sive “elements” have weakened 

terra cotta see p. 8

Until recently, the manufacturer of the historic Uptown Theater’s landmark’s terra cotta had 
been a mystery. While it had always been assumed the theater’s terra cotta had been manu-
factured in Chicago, the specific manufacturer had not been known. The mystery was solved 

when local architectural historian/salvager Eric J. Nordstrom acquired a book showcasing the 
work of architects Rapp and Rapp.

“Structures like the 
Wrigley Building  

employed historical 
styles, which were clad 

in ivory and  
brilliant white  

terra cotta, perhaps  
reflecting the buildings 

of the World’s Fair,” 
said Ward Miller.
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STORY AND PHOTO  
BY BOB KITSOS

There were a lot of smiles in 
the Uptown neighborhood June 
29 with the announcement of 
plans to fully restore the 93-year-
old Uptown Theatre at Broad-
way and Lawrence. However, 
the widest smiles probably came 
from the staff in office of Ald. 
James Cappleman (46th). 

The Uptown Theatre project 
started before it was a part of 
the 46th Ward with the current 
owner, Jam Productions, and 
the alderman. Although the new 
ward boundaries were not final-
ized until 2015, the alderman had 
been working with Jam Produc-
tions’ co-owner and co-founder 
Jerry Mickelson on the project 
since taking office in 2011.

“As soon as the Uptown The-
atre became part of my ward af-
ter redistricting, I immediately 
began working with Jam0 Pro-
ductions and [Mayor’s Office] to 
find a way to restore this gem,” 
said Ald. Cappleman.

“So many of us who love this 
magnificent treasure on Chica-
go’s North Side have been wait-
ing patiently to see it return as the breath-
taking spectacle that its architects, Balaban 
and Katz, intended,” the alderman contin-
ued.  In 2001, the Lawrence Broadway TIF 
was created to assist with restoration.  

To bring the theatre back to its 1925 
glory in this $75-million renovation, ad-
ditional financing will come from public 
and private sources, federal tax credits, and 
state bonds, including $10 million from the 
Build Illinois bond fund. The proposed 
completion timeline is sometime in 2020. 
Michelson said, “We have been doing 
maintenance since purchasing the theatre 
(for $3.2 million) in 2008, and I feel the 
work can be completed in two years.”

According to the alderman’s office, the 
theatre rehab will create needed jobs in the 
community and be a huge economic boom 

Uptown Theatre restoration plan approved,  
City Hall plays key roles in Broadway-Lawrence redevelopment

for the neighboring businesses.
Streetscape improvements also are part 

of the area’s plans along areas of Broad-
way, Lawrence, Wilson and Argyle. Plans 
include a sculpture, a new pedestrian plaza 
and a public stage in the 4700 block of N. 
Racine. The improvements are part of a 
plan to establish an entertainment district 
at Broadway and Lawrence, with the Up-
town, Aragon Ballroom and Riviera serv-
ing as anchors.

“The project will change the landscape of 
the Uptown neighborhood. The construc-
tion will be inconvenient at times, but I as-
sure you that I will continue my constant 
communication and receive your feedback 
in order to make this historic renovation 
move forward as smoothly as possible,” 
said Ald. Cappleman.

Mickelson praised the work 
of City Hall in the negotiations. 
While he declined to name an 
opening act for the penciled-in 
2020 opening, he said he already 
has received some calls from in-
terested acts.

Described as “the gilded 
crown jewel” of the famous 
Balaban and Katz theatre em-
pire, the 4,381-seat, 46,000 
square-foot theatre was one of 
the most opulent and breathtak-
ing movie palaces ever built in 
America. Its large six-story lob-
bies and extra-wide staircases 
could move 4,300 people out of 
the theatre and another 4,300 in-
side all within an astounding 16 
minutes. 

It is said to be larger than any 
other movie palace in the Unit-
ed States, including Radio City 
Music Hall in New York. It oc-
cupies over 46,000 square feet 
of land at Lawrence and Broad-
way. In the theatre’s first five 
years of operation in the 1920s, 
more than 20 million people 
made their way to the Uptown. 

The theatre’s opening hype 
was that it contained “an acre of 
seats in a magic city” behind its 

Spanish Baroque façade. Upon opening, it 
had a staff of more than 130 people, includ-
ing a full-time 34-piece orchestra, a nurse, 
firemen and others. 

Movies at the Uptown Theatre contin-

ued, even after stage shows ended as a way 
to reduce costs. In 1949, the stage shows 
were revived for a short time. Movies con-
tinued during the 1950s and 1960s. Nota-
bly, during that time, the TV show “Queen 
for a Day” was filmed in the Uptown, with 
a live audience.

However, like many opulent theaters, the 
grand doyenne’s beauty eventually began 
to fade. The Uptown area experienced a 
decline in retail sales in the late 1960s and 
early 1970s and theatre attendance fell off. 
The theatre was shuttered following a J. 
Geils Band concert in Dec. 1981.

The long-shuttered Uptown Theatre is finally getting a facelift. The 
City has teamed up with Farpoint Development and Jam Productions 
in announcing a $75-million plan to restore the iconic theatre and cre-
ate an Uptown Music District that includes the Uptown, Riviera The-
atre, Aragon Ballroom, Uptown Underground cabaret and the legend-
ary Green Mill jazz lounge. Work is scheduled to begin this fall and will 
take approximately two years to complete. 

Lincoln Towing gets reprieve
State says ‘Pirates’ actually  
have a pretty good record

By Patrick Butler

The Lincoln Towing company at 4881 
N. Clark St. is in for at least a temporary 
reprieve, thanks to a surprise order from an 
administrative judge.

On July 2, that judge ruled the contro-
versial auto “relocation” company is “fit 
to continue” towing cars, at least until the 
Illinois Commerce Commission makes an 
expected final ruling later this summer.

The temporary order was issued after 
the administrative judge concluded ICC 
staff overstated Lincoln Towing’s viola-
tions earlier this year, when the company 
was accused of as many as 831 illegal tows 
while only 21 violations were found.

That comes to less than one percent of 
the alleged violations, Lincoln Towing’s 
lawyer, Alan Perl, said.

“That’s a pretty good record,” Perl not-
ed.

Neighbors and city officials have for 
years been trying to sink the so-called “Pi-
rates of Lincoln Park” memorialized in a 
1970s Steve Goodman folk song.

Ald. Ameya Pawar [47th] - in whose 
ward the towing company operates - put in 
some effort toward shutting the towing ser-
vice down during a City Council hearing 

about two years ago when alleged victims 
of the towing service, as well as city of-
ficials, argued that Lincoln Towing didn’t 
deserve to stay in business. Little pressure 
has since been applied to Lincoln Towing 
after the intense media coverage faded and 
the lame-duck alderman moved on to his 
half-hearted attempt to run for governor of 
Illinois. 

In their report, ICC officials cited Lin-
coln Towing for a “pervasive pattern of un-
authorized removal (of vehicles) in viola-
tion of the law,” and cited numerous other 
complaints of “incompetence” and “inabil-
ity to maintain a regulator’s license.”

Through it all, Lincoln Towing’s repre-
sentatives insisted they were the real vic-
tims in this case in that clients didn’t want 
to sign contracts with them for towing ser-
vices fearing they’d soon lose their state 
license.

Founder Ross Cascio, who started the 
business and later sold it in 1981, conced-
ed some of his employees may have been 
“rough edged,” and didn’t deny a number 
of those workers were ex-convicts.

“I like to give a deserving guy a second 
chance,” Cascio said at the time.

As always, in the city of Chicago it is 
best to watch where you park, or plan for 
an expensive cab ride to the 4800 block of 
N. Clark St. some night.

“So many of us who love  
this magnificent treasure on 

Chicago’s North Side have 
been waiting patiently to see it 
return,” said Ald. Cappleman.
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The Peoples Church  
of Chicago
Sunday Worship 10 am
941 W. Lawrence 773-784-6633
www.peopleschurchchicago.org

Queen of Angels  
Catholic Church
Sunday Mass 8, 9:30, 11am & 
12:30pm
Weekday Mass  Mon - Fri 8:30am
Saturday Mass 9am - 5pm
2330 W. Sunnyside

SUNDAY
10 am Worship  

& Sunday School
William Pareja, Pastor

2132 West Addison Street 
Chicago

(773) 248-5893
www.asccChicago.org

Sunday Service 9:30am
Adult Forum 10:45am

Sunday Church School 10:45am

Ravenswood United  
Church of Christ
10:30 am Worship, Sunday School
2050 W. Pensacola
773 -549-5472

OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor

Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer   10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place  

(Nursery through 5th Grade)
Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer 

7:30 pm Bible Study

Open Arms United 
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

817 Grace St.   773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING

OAUWCChicago.org

Want to see Your Church in this Weekly Feature?

Call Cindy at 618-201-3622 
or email c789amadio@gmail.com

1709 W. Cornelia Ave.
773-248-3142

corneliainformation@gmail.com
corneliabaptistchurch.com

Sundays Fellowship  
Breakfast 9 a.m.

Childrenʼs Study 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Kids 
of Faith Bible Club 7 p.m.

1500 W. Elmdale Avenue 
(773) 743-1820 

www.immanuelchicago.org

A LIVING SANCTUARY  
OF HOPE AND GRACE

Join Us  
for Summer Worship

Silent Prayer  
10:10-10:25 a.m.

Worship 10:30 a.m.
(Childcare Provided)

Coffee Hour on the Lawn 
11:45 a.m.

Parking at Senn High School

Sunday Morning Service 
10:00am

Sunday Evening Service 
5:00pm

TMC Communities (Sunday School) 
8:30am & 11:30am

Wednesday Prayer Meeting
6:45pm

1635 N LaSalle | Chicago IL 60614
312.327.8600 | www.moodychurch.org

Please Call for Assistance

773.472.6300
1458 W. Belmont Ave., Chicago, IL 60657

www.lakeviewfuneralhome.com

When a Life was Lived Well
Create a Service that

“Honors the Life”

“Honoring the Life” est. 1882

Se Habla Espanol and Expanded Facilities and Fully Accessible

A free African women’s entre-
preneurship program showcase 
will be held 4 to 6 p.m. Wednes-
day, July 25, at SOFITEL Chicago, 
20 E. Chestnut St.

At this event, organizers will 
be hosting 22 African women 
entrepreneurs recognized by 
the U.S Dept. of State for their 
leadership in business. 

Guests will have the op-
portunity to interact one on 
one with these distinguished 
women from 13 African coun-
tries, and see samples of their 
products.  Retail industry pro-
fessionals and those who wish 
to learn about different Afri-
can cultures are encouraged 
to come by. Reservations and 
registration are required due 
to limited space.  To register 
visit https://app.etapestry.com/
onlineforms/WorldChicago_1/
awep.html.

Through the African Women’s 
Entrepreneurship Program, the 
U.S. Dept. of State identifies and 
builds networks of women en-
trepreneurs across sub Saharan 
Africa poised to transform their 
societies by owning, running, 
and operating businesses, and 
by becoming voices for social 
advocacy in their communities.

African women’s 
entrepreneurship 

program showcase 
July 25

the terra cotta’s anchorage. How-
ever, the sections of terra cotta 
outfitted with incandescent light-
bulb sockets (used to illuminate 
the façade at night) are especially 
at risk for water-seepage. [The] 
continuous freeze-thaw cycles 
can compromise the integrity of 
the steel-anchors within  the rear 
cavities. This can lead to cracking 
among the interlocking panels [of 
the terra cotta],” Nordstrom said.

In addition to the harshness of 

Chicago weather, the theater’s fa-
çade has also had damage caused 
by pigeons.

“It’s abundantly clear that the 
presence of pigeon fecal matter, 
which is acidic and thus corrosive, 
could cause permanent discolor-
ation and/or damage to the glaz-
ing if it is not addressed through 
the use of water, steam or various 
solutions (e.g., detergents) [which 
would] safely remove it,” Nord-
strom added.

According to Miller, the Up-
town Theatre and the now-de-
molished Granada Theatre were 
architectural anchors for Uptown.

“The Uptown Theatre and the 
Granada Theatre were two fine 

examples of North Side movie 
palaces designed in historical re-
vival styles. The Uptown employs 
a brilliant highly-glazed terra cot-
ta cladding on its elaborate facade 
fronting Broadway, and also on 
Lawrence Ave., where terra cotta 
became integrated with [its] brick 
surfaces, producing a beautiful 
overall effect. The Uptown also 
was illuminated in the evening 
hours and with its highly-reflec-
tive facade and the use of locally-
produced terra cotta, conveyed the 
idea of an important building. [In 
its heyday], it was a stand-alone 
movie-palace and entertainment-
center, which stood out from the 
rest of the nearby buildings and 
theaters,” Miller said.

After languishing for decades, 
the on-going well-funded efforts 

terra cotta from p. 6

to resume restoration of the the-
ater has raised optimism among 
its supporters.

“The Uptown has always been 
a landmark and destination in 
Chicago, and especially in the 
Uptown community. We are very 
pleased that there appears to be a 
commitment to restore the build-
ing to its original grandeur. [It] 
will be an asset for the City, the 
[surrounding] Chicago Landmark 
District and [the Uptown] neigh-
borhood for decades to come,” 
Miller said.

Advance Terra Cotta Co. was 
established in 1912-1913 by 
Henry B. Prosser, who had ear-
lier worked at the Chicago-based 
American Terra Cotta Co. Ad-
vance established its headquar-
ters downtown in the Monadnock 
Building and operated a manufac-
turing plant in the suburb of Chi-
cago Heights. According to Nor-
dstrom, the location was chosen 
due to an ample supply of qual-
ity clay. The company quickly 
built a reputation as the producer 
of high-grade ornamental and 
fireproofing terra cotta. In 1928, 
the company sold its plant to the 
Northwestern Terra Cotta Co., a 
local competitor.

In its latter years, the Uptown 
Theatre had served as a major 
venue for rock concerts. It was 
designated a city landmark in 
1991. While the building’s ex-
posed terra-cotta still evokes its 
past grandeur, the interior of its 
five-story lobby (which was in-
spired by opulent Spanish ba-
roque architecture) remains im-
pressive.

“For years and years no one knew who fabricated the terra cotta. When I 
acquired a book showcasing Rapp and Rapp’s work, I found a full-page ad 
identifying the maker. It was a great discovery,” said Eric Nordstrom.

Image courtesy Eric J. Nordstrom

After languishing for decades, the on-going well-funded efforts to resume 
restoration of the Uptown Theater has raised optimism among its support-
ers.

ADVERTISE
HERE!

8 weeks,  
just $260

Call or Email Cindy
C789Amadio@gmail.com 

Cell: 618-201-3622

The Uptown also was illuminated in the evening 
hours and with its highly-reflective facade and  
the use of locally-produced terra cotta, conveyed  
the idea of an important building,” Miller said.
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teach in Illinois), allowing teach-
ers whose Professional Educa-
tor’s License lapsed to qualify for 
a substitute teaching license and 
increasing to 120 the number of 
days retired teachers can substi-
tute teach without affecting their 
retirement benefits.

“We cannot deliver great educa-
tion without great teachers,” said 
Gov. Bruce Rauner. “A majority 
of our school districts are report-
ing shortages, and it is unaccept-
able. Modernizing our licensing 
systems is a strong first step that 
ought to help schools attract high-
quality, transformative teachers 
for our students.”

However, another reason for 
teacher shortages is teacher pay, 
and the governor whacked the 
teachers unions by backing the 
recent Janus Supreme Court de-
cision which no longer allows 
unions to automatically collect 
every member’s dues. Teacher 
unions could lose a significant 
number of members which they 
argued would impair their work 
to collectively bargain for higher 
wages and benefits, and thus at-
tract the top candidates to teach in 
the schools. One teacher in Wis-
consin noted that after the state 
became a ‘Right to Work’ state 
which limited the unions’ power, 

health benefits increased to $800 
per month, significantly cutting 
their take-home pay.

According to a 2017 Teacher 
Shortage Survey  developed by 
the Illinois Assoc. of Region-
al Superintendents of Schools 
(IARSS) and analyzed by Goshen 
Education Consulting, 78% of 
the districts surveyed identified 
either a minor or serious problem 
with teacher shortages. Over half 
(53%) of the surveyed districts 
indicated that they have a serious 
problem with substitute teacher 
shortages.

“We have a statewide teacher 
shortage and this measure will 
help address it by making it 
easier to substitute teach,” State 
Sen. Kimberly A. Lightford of 
Maywood said in a press release. 
“Readily-available substitute 
teachers give full-time educa-
tors a support system when they 
are sick or need time off. Most 
importantly, this measure helps 
our schools provide the best edu-
cational experience for our chil-
dren.”

In April the Illinois Senate fast-

tracked a bill to privatize substi-
tute teaching staffing, which the 
CTU opposed, in an apparent 
attempt to address the substitute 
shortage problem.

“This legislation is tone deaf 
given CPS’ disastrous track re-
cord with privatization,” CTU 
Vice President Jesse Sharkey 
said in a press statement. “It will 
allow CPS to contract out class-
room-critical services, likely for 
less pay – just as has been the 
experience of privatized charter 
teachers and janitors in CPS – 
to the detriment of our students. 
And it will cost. In Indianapolis, 
the contracting agency slapped a 
36% fee on the cost of substitute 
positions. The bill also fails to ad-
dress the root causes of a shortage 
of substitute and full-time teach-
ers – their need for a living wage 
and decent working conditions.”

A teacher at Acero (formerly 
UNO) Charter School which uses 
a staffing agency to assign subs, 
reported that the agency was inef-
fective and the school still suffers 
from a shortage of subs.

5739 N. Ravenswood 
 FiresideChicago.com

WE DELIVER

773-561-7433

Hot Food  
at Your  
Front Door

to the Internet and how can peo-
ple determine the value of their 
items?

A: The Internet gives people 
the impression they “think” 
they’re more aware, more knowl-
edgeable, but most don’t do their 
homework to know their num-
bers. The Internet is an excellent 
source for identifying an item, but 
not nearly as successful in deter-
mining value. People should pay 
less attention to the prices asked 
on eBay, Etsy, 1stDibs, etc., and 
more attention to actual final sell-
ing prices. The real value of an 
item is what someone, finally, at 
the end of a long day, actually 
paid. Remember, dealers who sell 
online pay huge listing fees and/
or commissions; they’re not “net-
ting” these final numbers. Also, in 
the real world of brick and mor-
tar auction houses, there’s both a 
buyer’s and seller’s premium. So 
there’s a myriad of things that af-
fect the final value of things. In 
the end it’s all about the details.

Q: What’s hot? What always 
sells? 

A: In terms of collectibles: 
1970s/80’s vinyl, men’s and 
women’s vintage clothing, de-
signer jewelry. As for antiques: 
cameras and early photography, 
typewriters and telephones, Chi-
cago memorabilia, especially 
sports-related, World Fair (1893 
& 1933), modern art/sculptures/
outsider art. One-of-a-kind piec-
es. And as I like to say: “Ugly 
sells, but boring you can donate 
immediately.”

BAM is probably most well-
known for our mid-century furni-
ture which is still as hot as a retro 
toaster!

Q: You seem like a guy always 
on the go. What’s next for you?

A: One week after “Selling 
Dead People’s Things” was pub-
lished, it was the No. 1 antiques/

antiques from p. 3 collectible book on Amazon. 
(WTF?) That was a total surprise! 
But if sales warrant, I certainly 
have more stories that need tell-
ing.

Strange as it may seem, simul-
taneous to my book’s publication 
(THE SAME WEEK!) was the 
release of my EP with the Cana-
dian band, WARDEN CA on Lu-
rid Music -- a total coincidence. 
(Check out: Danny Alias, Ele-
mental.) I’ve been creating music 
since my early days of producing 
and releasing House Music—I’m 
the guy who first put Frankie 
Knuckles on vinyl -- so this Ca-
nadian collaboration has been a 
real treat. We’ll be mixing down 
more music over the next few 
months. It’s actually kind of fun-
ny: Danny Alias is more famous 
than I’ll ever be. My bucket list 

has always included a bestselling 
book and an album. Now it’s one 
down, one to go.

The place to be…
With last week’s wonderful 

weather, Geja’s Café, 340 W. Ar-
mitage, was the place to be with 
their multi-fireplace patio and 
all new selection of signature 
cocktails and live Classical and 
Flamenco guitarists. Guests will 
now be able to enjoy signature 
menu items including the Swiss 
Gruyere cheese fondue and Bel-
gium Chocolate fondue, around 
a fireplace for $7.95 each, along 
with a selection of gourmet meat 
and cheese boards, outside while 
enjoying the summer days ahead. 
Very romantic.

teacher from p. 5

The DANK Haus German 
American Cultural Center, 4740 
N. Western Ave., is hosting a new 
exhibit: “Brewers, Bakers, and 
Bratwurst: A Journey through 
the German Culinary Tradition in 
Chicago.” 

The opening reception will 
take place 7 p.m. Friday, July 13, 
complete with opening remarks, 
guided tours through the new 2nd 
floor exhibit, and a reception in 
the 4th floor “Lost German Chi-
cago” museum.

From the Berghoff to the Chica-
go Brauhaus, German immigrants 
to Chicago have left their mark 
on Chicago’s food culture for 
over 60 years. Starting as early as 
the 1850s, over 40 different Ger-
man restaurants, saloons, butch-
ers, and delis opened shop along 
Lincoln Ave., earning it the name 
“Sauerkraut Boulevard.” This ex-

‘Brewers, Bakers, and Bratwurst’ 
exhibit opening at DANK Haus

hibit presents this deliciously dra-
matic history in the latest addition 
to the DANK Haus “Lost German 
Chicago” museum. 

The exhibit is made possible in 
part thanks to Harry and Guenter 
Kempf, owners of the Chicago 
Brauhaus Restaurant who do-
nated several artifacts from their 
restaurant, a 52-year institution 
in the heart of Chicago’s Lincoln 
Square neighborhood. 

For more information call 773-
561-9181.

To Advertise, Call 773-465-9700

This exhibit coming to DANKHaus is made possible in part thanks to Harry 
and Guenter Kempf, owners of the Chicago Brauhaus Restaurant who do-
nated several artifacts from their restaurant, a 52-year Chicago institution.

Another reason for teacher shortages is teacher pay, 
and the governor whacked the teachers unions  

by backing the recent Janus Supreme Court  
decision which no longer allows unions to  

automatically collect every member’s dues.
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saying, “We will miss you.” 
“She was always energetic,” 

said Emily. “She’d make people 
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dirty, they go unused and get still 
dirtier. This motivates people to 
carry bottled water with them, 
which leaves the fountains even 
less used. It’s a continuing cycle. 
I would like to see the city do a 
better job of keeping its drinking 
fountains clean and operational. 
Then they would be used more 
for everyone’s health and well-
being.”

Ald. Scott Waguespack (32nd), 
who has battled the mayor over 
economic policies, recently wrote 
a letter to his constituents outlin-
ing these concerns.

He wrote that even though al-
dermen have pushed for solutions 
to water with dangerous levels of 
lead, Mayor Rahm Emanuel has 

not allowed for a public hearing 
on the issue. The city intends to 
borrow another $900 million in 
water and sewer bonds to con-
tinue work on existing infrastruc-
ture, however, he says that none 
of the new water/sewer bond 
funds will go toward addressing 
the problem.

“Chicagoans need a publicly 
backed and publicly available 
long-term plan devised to deal 
with the issue of lead in the drink-
ing water,” Ald.Waguespack 
wrote in his letter. 

So what is the city doing now 
to fix the very serious problem of 
lead contamination that can dam-
age a child’s brain? In addition to 
flushing the water fountains all 
season, which lets millions of gal-
lons of clean filtered drinking wa-

lead from p. 1 ter flow into the sewers, the city 
this year will focus on preserving 
and fixing the water fountains in 
areas well used, and closing down 
the drinking fountains in areas 
not-well used. It is estimated that 
for every drinking fountain spigot 
that is left on, nearly 600 gallons 
of drinking water are wasted each 
day. It’s exactly because of this 
expense that Chicago spent hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars in-
stalling on-and-off buttons on the 
fountains in 2003. Unfortunately, 
city officials did not plan for the 
lead contamination they’re facing 
today.

According to NPR, the city 
has divided the drinking foun-
tains into two categories – those 
with high lead, and those that are 
clean. About 750 fountains with 

drowning from p. 1 laugh in the classroom.” 
Darihanne’s funeral will take 

place at 10 a.m. Saturday at 10 St. 
Jerome’s Church, 1700 W.  Lunt 
Ave. Visitation will be from 5 p.m. 

Left to right: Darihanne’s friends and classmates: Katherine Ramirez, Sofia 
Martinez, Emily Ramirez, Belinda Guzman.

to 10 p.m. Friday at Simpkins Fu-
neral Home, 6251 W. Dempster 
St. in Morton Grove. Darihanne’s 
older sister Stephanie Torres has 
created a GoFundMe page, as 
has the Rogers Park Chamber of 
Commerce, to aid with funeral 
expenses. As of Tuesday morn-
ing, $6,569 out of $10,000 had 
been collected on Stephanie’s site 
and Chamber President Bill Mor-
ton said he was going to present a 
$1,000 check to the Torres fam-
ily. 

Each of the three Rogers Park 
drownings had two critical ele-
ments in common, said Loyola 
Park Advisory Council member 
John Lamping. The teens went 
into the water when lifeguards 

were not on duty and when the 
wind-wave conditions were iden-
tified as being too hazardous for 
safe swimming.  The  National 
Weather Service  had warned of 
dangerous Lake Michigan condi-
tions Friday, anticipating waves 
of three to 6’ and urging beachgo-
ers to stay out of the water. 

“If one becomes caught in a 
rip current, which existed on all 
three occasions, one will rapidly 
be pulled out into deeper water 
faster and farther than anyone 
could toss a life-preserver ring,” 
said Lamping. “Not even Olym-
pic swimmers can fight against 
a rip current. The best preven-
tion against accidental drowning 
is education both at home and at 

school.” 
As of Monday, 39 people in-

cluding Darihanne have already 
drowned in the Great Lakes 
this year, with 11 of the drown-
ings taking place in Lake Michi-
gan,  according to the Chicago 
Tribune. 

A petition drive has been start-
ed at change.org asking the city 
of Chicago “to not only have ad-
equate safety measures in place 
to prevent tragic lake drownings, 
but also to provide adequate train-
ing and equipment to officers, the 
first to arrive, to keep good sa-
maritans and themselves safe on 
a drowning scene.”

detectable levels of lead will ei-
ther be turned off or left on con-
tinuous flow.

One expert on clean drinking 
water told the media that flush-
ing the Chicago Park District wa-
ter fountains is a good first step 
because children drink a lot from 
fountains in the parks and are vul-
nerable to lead exposure. The city 
said about 200 problem fountains 
will be addressed.

That could mean another 550 
fountains in “low-traffic” areas 
will be “evaluated for permanent 
removal.” 

NPR reported that more than 
100 drinking fountains have al-
ready been shut down permanent-
ly because of lead. The city con-
tinues to repair certain fountains 
by replacing lead water service 

lines, which was banned in 1986.
The question then is, what 

determines a “high-use” water 
fountain, and one that is not? 
Will it further the segregation of 
the city where less popular parks 
in rougher neighborhoods have 
no drinking fountains, furthering 
blight in a city with a growing di-
vide between the haves and have 
nots?

Community groups like the 
Chicago Coalition for the Home-
less are concerned with the city’s 
mission to close a lot of public 
drinking fountains.  

“These all seem like bad solu-
tions,” a Coalition for the Home-
less official told the media. “Isn’t 
there a solution that keeps the wa-
ter safe but doesn’t reduce access 
to water?”


