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WE DON’T START FIGHTS.
WE FINISH THEM.

Trapped in a Seemingly Endless DIVORCE,  
Litigation or Family Law NIGHTMARE?

Call STEVEN S. RUSSO at 312-632-0699

Is there a solution to Chicago’s 
glut of downtown office space in 
filling up some of those empty 
floors with data centers?

The short answer is “maybe.” 
It depends on the building’s loca-
tion, design and engineering.

While urban high-rises offer 
great proximity to fiber networks 
and local business users, they face 
major hurdles regarding weight 
loads, massive power require-
ments, and heat dissipation to be 
converted into a data center.

Standard office buildings sup-
port around 50 to 100 lbs per 
square foot, whereas data centers 
packed with heavy server racks 

require reinforcement for 150 to 
250+ lbs per square foot. And 
elevator shafts, columns, and nar-
row floor plates make it difficult 
to layout continuous, high-density 
IT server rows. 

But for the right building in the 
right location, the idea can work. 

Chicago’s Central Business  
District currently has an estimated 
40 million square feet of vacant or 
available downtown office space, 
reflecting an overall vacancy rate 
hovering around 28%.

A data center does not have a 
single set size. It can range from 
as small as 100-square-foot local 
server room to a massive 1-mil-
lion-plus-square-foot hyperscale 
facility. 

On average, standard com-
mercial data centers span about 

100,000 square feet, but total 
space depends heavily on IT load, 
cooling equipment, and power 
needs. A keen local example might 
be the 5-story IMD1 MetroEdge 
building, situated along S. Damen 
Ave. within the Illinois Medical 
District, a facility that focuses on 
medical and biotech research.

Last week Chicago investor 
Igor Gabal closed a deal to par-
tially convert a heavily-discount-
ed Loop office building into a 
data center. Gabal partnered with 
investment firm Strategic Value 
Partners on the conversion of 300 
W. Adams St. 

Data centers demand up to 30 
times more power per square 
foot than typical office buildings. 

Plan to add new data center  
at 300 W. Adams

Downtown data centers 
may be answer  
to some vacant sites

There is nothing more beautiful  
in our material world than the book.

— Patti Smith
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BY CWBCHICAGO

A bitter internal dispute has 
erupted inside the city’s police 
oversight commission as a major-
ity of members are trying to re-
move one of two commissioners 
leading the search for Chicago’s 
next police superintendent, threat-
ening to inject political infighting 
into one of the city’s most conse-
quential decisions.

Multiple sources told this re-
porter that a majority of the seven-
member Community Commission 
for Public Safety and Account-
ability [CCPSA] wants attorney 
and former CPD civilian director 
Sandra Wortham removed from 
the two-person superintendent 
search work group.

But Commission President 
Remel Terry, the other member 
of the work group, has refused 
to boot Wortham. According to 
multiple sources familiar with the 
discussions, that has 
prompted other com-
missioners to begin 
exploring changes to 
the CCPSA’s bylaws 
that would allow a 
majority of members 
to replace Wortham 
without Terry’s ap-
proval.

The behind-the-
scenes battle began playing out 
days after CPD Supt. Larry Snel-
ling announced his retirement 
on July 1. He stepped down two 
weeks later, leaving the commis-
sion responsible for identifying 
three finalists for the city’s top 
law enforcement job. The two-

Messy power struggle engulfs  
CPD superintendent search

Oversight commissioners 
split along ideological lines

person work group will identify 
candidates, all seven commission-
ers will interview them, and each 
commissioner’s vote will count 
equally in deciding which three 

names are forwarded 
to the mayor.

On July 10, as the 
commission pre-
pared to launch its 
search, CCPSA Vice 
President and North 
Side Youth Commis-
sioner Angel Rubi 
Navarijo emailed col-
leagues urging that 

Wortham be removed from the 
search group, according to mul-
tiple sources. People familiar 
with the email said Navarijo ar-
gued that Wortham lacks a col-
laborative work style and cited a 

CPD see p. 8

There is nothing  
more beautiful  
in our material world 
than the book.

— Patti Smith

A large 15-story Lakeview East 
building that the Wirtz Family 
owned has been sold to a pair of 
local investors. 

The apartment tower at 422-424 
W. Melrose St. was sold to inves-
tors Aris Sulejmani and Mexhit 
Sulejmani for $24 million. The 

Melrose St. apartment tower sold
Glenview-based firm bought the 
171-unit tower last week. 

The vintage pre-war high-rise 
apartment building was original-
ly constructed as a residential ho-
tel in the early 1920s, the building 
later transitioned into residential 
apartments.

Sandra Wortham

Big plans were announced last 
decade for the future use of the 
former landmark Immaculata 
High School building in Uptown 
as an expansive lakefront residen-
tial development … then some 
unexpected stuff happened.

The plans for the distinctive for-
mer Prairie-style school building 
at 640 W. Irving Park Rd. drew 
a great deal of interest in 2019 
when they were first proposed. 
Then along came the run-up to 
the 2020 election, the COVID-
19 crisis, the pandemic lockdown 
that closed schools, churches and 
every other public space, and a 
corresponding government-cre-
ated economic crash, followed by 
an influx of migrants.

That immigration crisis result-
ed in the school building being 
used as a migrant shelter, that put 
off any plans to redevelop the site 
as housing… until now. 

Back in 2019 the housing plan 
had been approved by area neigh-

bors and the 46th Ward Alder-
man, only to be stalled by those 
other pressing concerns. The site 
was quickly filled to the max with 
1,200 homeless immigrants. 

Then last week, new building 
permit applications were filed in 
City Hall for two buildings: the 
main building at 4000 N. Marine 
Dr. and the Convent Building, at 
615 W. Bittersweet Plc. The per-
mits show a total of 196 units 
are planned in Phase 1, which is 
down from the original 245 units 
proposed in 2019. 

The second phase of the project 
would create the 22-story tower, 
that will go on top of the schools 
former interior parking lot.

Immaculata High School was a 
prominent all-girls Catholic high 
school located in Uptown/Buena 
Park neighborhood, opened in 
1921. The historic Prairie School-
style building was designed by 

After long delay,  
landmark property  

at Irving and Lakefront  
may finally become housing

BY CWBCHICAGO

The alderman who represents 
most of Lincoln Park is inviting 
residents to co-sign a letter call-
ing on city commissioners to 
permanently revoke the liquor 
and public place of amusement 
licenses for a nightclub that offi-
cials have linked to two shootings 
since June.

Ald. Timmy Knudsen [43rd] re-
leased a copy of the letter on July 
30 calling for the permanent clo-
sure of The Dime, 2263 N. Lin-
coln Ave. The letter came just a 
couple of hours after prosecutors 
filed a court document outlining 
allegations against a concealed 
carry holder they say is respon-
sible for a June shooting that left 

a 39-year-old woman hospitalized 
with devastating injuries.

A second shooting in July that 
left 30-year-old Malik McCorkle 
dead occurred after a fight inside 
the club spilled outside, Knudsen 
said. Police detained one of the 
two gunmen involved, also a con-
cealed carry holder, but he was 
released without being charged. 
Detectives continued searching 
for the second shooter.

Following the July 19 shooting, 
CPD Interim Supt. Fred Waller 
issued a temporary Summary 
Closure order against The Dime, 
based on what Knudsen called “a 
history of sourcing public safety 
incidents in our community.” 
Waller’s order can keep the busi-
ness closed for up to six months, 

After two shootings  
in two months, alderman calls for 

permanent closure of The Dime nightclub
but Knudsen and some nearby 
residents want to ensure it never 
reopens.

“Unless the city departments 
take further action, the Dime 
could simply reopen under new 
rules,” said Knudsen, explaining 
that his office is filing a formal 
complaint asking the Dept. of 
Business Affairs and Consumer 
Protection and the Liquor Com-
missioner to revoke the club’s li-
censes.

Knudsen included a copy of the 
complaint in an email announcing 
the signature campaign. In it, he 
argued that The Dime has a “doc-
umented pattern of public safety 
threats” and what he described as 

NIGHTCLUB see p. 12

HOUSING see p. 12

data center see p. 12

Engineers at the Chicago Dept. 
of Transportation [CDOT] have 
announced that work on the new 
Division St. streetscape project 
has been delayed due to weather 
and equipment availability, but 
should begin this month.  

Among the streetscape changes, 
the project will reduce Division 
St. roadway widths from Dear-
born to State streets. The city will 

resurface the street, while adding 
more space for outdoor dining for 
adjacent restaurant and bars. It 
will also include new and wider 
paver sidewalks and ADA ramps 
and crosswalks. The area will 
also get new curbs, gutters and 
street lighting.

New street furnishings, pave-
ment markings, signs, trees and 
landscaping are also planned.

Hardscape work is expected to 
be completed by Thanksgiving, 

The major corridor and bridge overhaul for Division St. will include a new 
five-lane tied-arch bridge over the Chicago River.

Image courtesy H.W. Lochner

Change coming to Division St. 
Streetscape at Dearborn 
to get underway, bigger 
changes further west

For decades, the sidewalk adja-
cent to 440 N. State St. has been 
a significant tripping hazard and 
difficult, if not impossible, for 
pedestrians using wheelchairs, 
walkers, or other mobility devic-
es to navigate because of its steep 
slope and deteriorated pavement.

Last week, Alderman Brendan 
Reilly [42nd] posted numerous 
letters he had sent over the last 20 

years to a variety of city depart-
ments with no actions ever taken 
to address the problem, claiming 
that his concerns had never even 
been “acknowledged.” He ex-
plained that his office had tallied 
over 100 community complaints 
about the poor maintenance and 
dangers posed.

Since taking office in 2007, 
Ald. Brendan Reilly says he had 
repeatedly urged the Chicago 

20-year struggle to fix  
a one-block section of sidewalk

State St. sidewalk repairs 
finally completed

division st see p. 12

sidewalk see p. 12

AFTER

BEFORE

Before (top) and after (bottom) repairs on sidewalk at 440 N. State St.



inside Publications2  • august 5 - august 11, 2026

A touch of Ireland at the corner of State and Rush.
A place to see and be seen.

A touch of Ireland at the corner of State and Rush.
A place to see and be seen.

BAR AND GRILL

1050 N. State St.
Open 10 a.m. to 4 a.m. 365 days a year  
312-266-6340                              dublinschicago.com

The dreadful state of erroneous news reporting on social media

By Thomas J. O’Gorman

In eighth grade.
All these neighborhood and 

metropolitan newspapers kept us 
well informed about goings on 
down the block and across the 
globe.

We never, however, had a Sun-
Times in this writer’s home. It 
was, of course, a tabloid. A strange 
size and shape. And presumed to 
be way left of center, but good at 
local sports. It still is, God bless 
their little hearts.

The rest of our daily collection 
of news was national news gath-
ered from Walter Cronkite, Chet 
Huntley and David Brinkley. 
Unless you worried about being 
drafted into the Vietnam War, you 
may not recognize those names.

The acquisition and dissemina-
tion of trustworthy news was a 
critical factor for our household, 
and I suspect also for a large por-
tion of Chicago’s North Side. 

There was no time for ques-
tionable news sources or shallow 
analysis about what was happen-
ing in the City. Chicago was on 
the move and we needed the facts, 
especially with the Soviet threat 
that they would “bury” us. And 
worse, the soul-crushing news 
that St. Rita High School had won 
the Chicago Prep Bowl in foot-
ball, defeating Lane Tech High 
School. 

We needed the news to be ac-
curate, straight-forward and trust-
worthy.

So with this as our youthful 
training, it’s no wonder we are 
now so chagrined at the dreadful 
state of non-stop erroneous news 
and untrustworthy reporting on 
social media.

Perhaps you have had a similar 
experience with all the false re-
porting, twisted headlines, make-
shift analysis, and unsupportive 
manufacturing of items made to 
shock the viewer and earn clicks 
and likes. 

A well-established journalist or 
TV reporter is portrayed breaking 
a startling news story announcing 
a frightening headline or rev-
elation. Facts are rattled off with 
frightening emotion. But the bul-
letin concludes without fully dis-
closing the complete story. We’re 
told that the full story appears on-
line, and that we are supposed to 
go hunt for the full information. 

Many of our readers grew up in 
a newspaper household, and fre-
quently a lot of effort went into 
it. Newspapers were, of course, 
delivered. But afternoon edi-
tions needed to be acquired at the 
shops. My family had their favor-
ites. In Chicago, the “golden age” 
of journalism meant there was al-
ways something for everyone.

You either started on page one, 
or jumped right to the sports 
section, or perhaps the comics. 
Others - the smarty pants - dug 
straight away into the crossword 
puzzle. 

Prior to the arrival of the Inter-
net was the heyday of newspapers, 
Chicago was a major newspaper 
town. Every newspaper had its 
distinctive edge. This newspaper 
you’re reading now got its start 
in 1904, in the Lerner Newspaper 
group growing out of a Rogers 
Park area weekly shopper. Lerner 
Newspapers focused solely on 

community news. If something 
happened at the corner of Clark 
and Howard, Lerner Newspapers 
wanted to know. The news out 
of Washington D.C., New York, 
London or Paris was not really 
our concern.

That’s why we all got the Chi-
cago Tribune, the world’s great-
est newspaper, delivered daily. 
For some that was not because 
we were admirers of its Repub-
lican perspectives, but because it 
had the best obits. Very impor-
tant dates in an Irish Catholic 
household. How else would locals 
get the notice of who was being 
waked at Drake and Sons, Smith-
Corcoran, Cooney or Barr funeral 
homes?

Many also were fans of the Chi-
cago Daily News. A good, solid 
Chicago newspaper. It’s where 
this newspaper’s most senior re-
porter, Don DeBat, first made a 
name for himself. And a big “to 
do” was always made over the 
Chicago American, an afternoon 
newspaper that got out an edi-
tion with all the scoops and news 
since morning. 

My grandmother was a huge 
fan and needed the American by 
3 p.m. each afternoon, which ne-
cessitated trips to a nearby shop. 
I forget how much the paper cost, 
but you’d always get change back 
from a quarter. It was easy to 
pocket the change and get a pack 
of smokes by the end of the week. 

And if you do take the bait, you 
discover you are swatting down 
pop-up ads for a new roof, a new 
diet, or some other product that 
an AI bot discovered about you 
while it was spying on you.

Thanks but no thanks Face-
book, Google and TikTok, this 
newspaper does not spy on you.

Everything online is breaking 
news… hoping to create the high-
est level of alert, just to keep us 
clicking along, until hours have 
passed by and you forgot to say 
“goodnight” to your kids because 
you ventured into the “com-
ments” section to take sides and 
fight with strangers.

That’s not the case here at your 
friendly neighborhood newspa-
per. What you see is what you get. 
There is no comment section, no 
sheriff of the Internet. Got some-
thing to say? Write us a letter. 
Maybe we’ll put it in the paper 
next week. No clicking, liking or 
AI bots staring back at you and 
cataloging your every thought, 
view and search. 

What social media does bring to 
the uninformed is hours of buyer-
beware and checking sources… 
and frequently finding out that 
none of the original purpose of 
your online search is real news, 
or even important to your daily 
life. What it has done is create 
a false sense of what is actually 
unfolding. Social media preys on 
the unsuspecting reader. And it 
provides confused context at best. 
We find out that we’ve been ma-
nipulated, and impoverished. The 
readers’ sense of rational, natural 
information gathering has been 
dulled by an item one stumbles 
upon about a boy in a bikini who 
won a Miss America pageant, or 
a dog who was attacked by an al-
ligator but escaped alive. 

It’s all part of the misinforma-
tion, the misdirection and dumb-
ing down of the public. Confu-
sion reigns supreme, as we gather 
in our confirmation bias camps, 
categorized and divided by bots 
and algorithms, weakened by the 
journey. We feel a false sense of 
urgency, dashing all common 
sense and rational intelligence as 
we find another fight to join on 
Facebook.

Friends, you will not find this 
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newspaper posting on Facebook 
for these very reasons. Mark 
Zuckerberg will just have to get 
along without us.

They couldn’t get away with 
such maneuvers in the golden age 
of journalism when there were 
four daily and 60 weekly commu-
nity newspapers in Chicago, and 
Cubs baseball games on WGN. 
Before the Internet, truth-telling 
was an actual goal of reporting; 
not clicks, likes and views. When 
the news moved slower. More ef-
fectively. More honestly.

We have given up a lot for the 
sake of fast-paced journalism and 
less accurate reporting. Where 
once we demanded to get it right 
before publishing; today, many 
‘content providers’ get it online 
first, then they’ll get around to 
getting it right sometime later, af-
ter you’ve already forwarded the 
misinformation to many others.

We have created new genera-
tions of Americans without the 
skills or natural BS detectors in  
navigational know-how to keep 
from being manipulated by the 
dishonesty and dishonor of social 
media. Moral and ethical lines 
are crossed daily online, and with 
them the judgement and ability to 
tell the truth even when it’s mun-
dane, and unlikely to go viral on 
TikTok. Sometimes a church bake 
sale is just a church bake sale, no 
scandal to be exposed anywhere.

It’s time to stop believing the 
minute by minute false doctrines 
fed to us by computer bots, that 
litter our lives with propaganda.

CITY HALL FIASCO: As 
the summer dwindles down, plans 
are underway for the reopening of 
schools. However the reports, ru-
mors and rumblings coming from 
the 5th floor are neither com-
forting or encouraging. Stories 
and failures abound with Mayor 
Brandon “Kids Don’t Need to 
Know How To Read” Johnson. 

Call 773-508-1927

Pleasant TravelPleasant Travel

For Best Airline and Cruise Packages

www.PleasantTravel.comwww.PleasantTravel.com
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By Cook County Treasurer  
Maria Pappas

Twice each year, my office mails out 
about 1.8 million tax bills to Cook County 
property owners. Most people glance only 

at the amount due. 
But your bill is 
much more than a 
dollar figure. It’s 
a detailed break-
down of how your 
taxes are calcu-
lated and where 
your money goes. 
Taking a few min-
utes to read it can 
save you money 
and help you bet-

ter understand your government.
Let’s walk through it.
In the top left corner, you’ll find the “To-

tal Payment Due” box. This shows how 
much you owe based on when you submit-
ted your payment. 

Be sure to look at the due date. Paying 
late results in penalties, which are listed 

clearly next to the words, “If paying late, 
please pay...” The longer you wait, the more 
you’ll owe.

To the right is your 14-digit Property 
Index Number or PIN. This number iden-
tifies your property in county records and 
should match the PIN on your deed. You 
must pay only on your PIN. If you pay on 
the wrong one, you could end up paying 
someone else’s taxes and may not be able 
to get the money back. So always double-
check the PIN before sending a payment or 
making an inquiry.

In the middle section of your second in-
stallment bill, you’ll see how your taxes are 
distributed among local taxing bodies—
like schools, parks, and libraries. This por-
tion compares your current bill to the pre-
vious year’s and shows how much funding 
each agency receives. 

Next is the Tax Calculator, which helps 
explain how your tax bill was calculated. It 
starts with the prior year’s assessed value, 
followed by:

• Property Value: The estimated market 
value set by the Assessor’s Office.

•  Assessment Level: For residential 

What you’re missing on your Property Tax Bill

Funeral Home & Cremation Options
A Home to Mourn, Gather and Remember

3918 W. Irving Park Road 
Chicago, IL 60618

MIDTOWN

773-654-3744

WWW.MIDTOWNFUNERALS.COM

greg@midtownfunerals.com
Gregory J. Lindeman

Founder/Director

Maria Pappas

properties in Cook County, this is 10% of 
the market value.

• Equalization Factor: A statewide mul-
tiplier set by the Illinois Department of  
Revenue to ensure fairness and uniformity 
in all 102 Illinois counties.

• Equalized Assessed Value: The adjust-
ed value of a property after applying the 
equalization factor.

•  Tax Rate: Calculated by the Cook 
County Clerk based on each district’s bud-
getary needs.

If your property qualified for exemp-
tions, such as the homeowner or senior  
exemption, a dollar amount will appear 
next to it. If you think you’re eligible but 

don’t see it listed, you can apply for exemp-
tions on our website.

The installments section shows how 
your total property tax is divided into two  
payments. The first installment is an esti-
mated 55% of your total bill. The second 
reflects the final calculation based on  
updated figures.

Don’t ignore the Important Messag-
es section. It may include notices about  
refunds, sold or forfeited taxes, or past-
due balances. Following the messages can  
protect your property and wallet.

Finally, remember that the property  
location on the bill reflects where the PIN 
is located, not necessarily where you live. 
You can update your name and mailing 
address anytime at cookcountytreasurer.
com.

Your property tax bill isn’t just a demand 
for payment—it’s a financial statement, a 
government transparency tool and a civic 
guide. Read and understand it because the 
more you know, the more empowered you 
are to safeguard your home—and your  
future.

Don’t ignore the Important 
Messages section. It may  

include notices about refunds, 
sold or forfeited taxes, or  

past-due balances. Following 
the messages can protect  
your property and wallet.

Bad financial news, chaos and disrup-
tion coming from City Hall is hard to ig-
nore these days. The Chief Financial Of-
ficer of the City, Steven Mahr abruptly 
resigned last week. Mahr is the third senior 
finance official to resign within the last six 
months, creating a serious problem with 
city finances.

Mahr replaced Jill Jaworski in Febru-
ary after she abruptly resigned in January, 
making him the third professional finance 
official to resign from City Hall. 

Chicago faces a severe fiscal squeeze 
now with a midyear 2026 shortfall of $130 
million and a projected budget deficit top-
ping $1 billion for the upcoming fiscal 
year. The city’s acting CFO will be Bren-
dan White, who will have to figure out how 
to manage the city budget that kicks off by 
October. 

The Mahr resignation, along with the 
financial situation at the Chicago Public 
Schools [CPS] - which is facing its own 
projected $732 million budget deficit - does 
not bode well for Chicago’s taxpayers. 

CPS alone has added nearly 10,000 new 
staffers and grown new spending by $4.2 
billion since 2019, despite enrollment drop-
ping by more than 45,000 students over the 
same time period.

The annual crisis in Chicago now also 
raises serious questions about transpar-
ency and accountability, and whether the 
city’s taxpayers should trust the fiduciaries 
now managing city finances. The routines 
should be clear by now. Rather than under-
take thoughtful financial planning, public 

City’s Finance Office a hot mess
officials intentionally create an annual fi-
nancial crisis, which is then followed by 
demands for immediate action. The city’s 
leadership knows that fomenting financial 
distress will create leverage to demand 
more taxpayer money.

The abrupt exits of Mahr and Jaworski 
leave Mayor Brandon Johnson’s adminis-
tration a hot mess without a permanent top 
finance official just as the city faces a pro-
jected budget deficit exceeding $1 billion, 
several upcoming investor conferences, 
and intense fall budget negotiations.

Financial watchdogs like the Civic Fed-
eration warn that leadership instability 
sends a dangerous red flag to the bond 
market while Chicago debt hovers just 
above junk status.

A major issue for Chicago now is all the 
massive new spending the city has under-
taken due to the COVID pandemic and 
government-imposed economic lockdown 
that severely damaged the local economy 
undermining the city’s tax base. The city 
never rolled back spending after federal 

pandemic bailout cash dried up. 
Spending cuts and efficiencies were out-

lined late last year in the Ernst and Young 
[EY] report the city paid for in 2025, but 
the suggestions have been broadly ignored 
by the Mayor’s office. Those suggestions 
included Land Sales; Special Events Cost 
Recovery, and Procurement Office effi-
ciencies.

City Council has pushed the Mayor to 
implement as many cuts as possible this 
year but barely 25% of the proposed spend-

It has been an exceptionally wet sum-
mer for Chicago, and one of the big 
problems now is flooding and standing 
water on the roadways that results from 
clogged sewers. 

While some of these clogs are due to a 
blockage beneath the catch basin lid that 
needs to be addressed by the Chicago 
Dept. of Water, many other blockages 
are within reach of local citizens.

Blocked sewers are easily cleared by 
taking a rake or shovel to the debris in 
the street (or by preventing debris build 
up in the first place). 

City Hall works with the Cook County 
Courts to have people who have been sen-
tenced to community service assigned to 
a coordinator to do manual tasks in the 
ward, and one of the tasks the perps per-
form is to clear off catch basins. Many 

ing cuts have occurred. 
Decisions made by the Johnson admin-

istration “to not follow through [on the EY 
report] have created the deficit, and that 
could continue into 2027 if he and council 
colleagues who follow his lead fail to fol-
low the laws,” said Ald. Scott Waguespack 
[32nd], who served as the chairman of the 
Chicago City Council’s Finance Commit-
tee from 2019 to 2023. “The administra-
tion is creatively trying to distract from the 
fact that they’re not doing their job.”

are successfully cleared just with a rake 
or shovel. 

But you don’t have to be a bad boy sub-
ject of a court order to do a good deed. 
North Side residents who see sewer caps 
blocked with leaves or debris should 
take it upon themselves to help clear 
the blockages and win the good graces, 
gratitude, pat on the back and hearty 
handshakes of friends and neighbors. 

Citizens also need to continue report-
ing the bigger sewer problems beneath 
the street level to the Water Dept. 

So if you’re able to, be a good neigh-
bor and clean along your curb to keep 
the sewers flowing properly. It is quite 
viscerally satisfying watching the water 
circle down the sewers once you clear 
everything off.

Grab a rake and shovel,  
citizens can help with flood control

The Chicago Public Schools 
alone has added nearly 10,000 

new staffers and grown new 
spending by $4.2 billion since 

2019, despite enrollment  
dropping by more than  

45,000 students over  
the same time period.
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by Don DeBat

The 
Home 
Front

Regulations rising, landlords wonder why bother owning?

There is a sweeping regula-
tory movement underway, pushed 
by Mayor Brandon Johnson—an 
avowed Democratic Socialist—to 
take private property rights away 
from landlords, and give exces-
sive protection to renters.

An estimated 54% of Chicago’s 
residents - some 600,000 people 
- are apartment renters, according 
to the City of Chicago, so Mayor 
Johnson, who is up for reelection 
next spring against at least a half-
dozen opponents, obviously needs 
votes.

Chicago currently has two 
so-called “renters protections 
ordinances” floating around 
like circus balloons. One being 
pushed by Mayor Johnson is the 
“Protecting Renters Ordinance” 
[PRO]. The other, the “Fair and 
Accountable Illinois Rental Ordi-
nance” [FAIR] is being promoted 
by a group of aldermen.

Mayor Johnson’s “Protecting 
Renters Ordinance” seeks to up-
date the city’s 40-year-old “Resi-
dential Landlord Tenant Ordi-
nance” [RLTO], which oversees 
the legal rights and responsibili-

ties of tenants and landlords.
The Chicago Assn. of Realtors’ 

standard apartment lease already 
is so loaded with renter protec-
tion it weighs in at a hefty 37 
pages with the 2026 addition of 
four pages to protect tenants from 
domestic violence and abuse. 
Currently, Chicago has one of the 
most anti-landlord ordinances in 
the nation.

Taxes and spending  
the real problem

For both big corporate rental-
apartment operators and small 
“Ma and Pa” owners, experts are 
not mentioning the real problem. 
The Tyrannosaurus Rex in the 
room is soaring property taxes 
caused by exorbitant governmen-
tal spending in Chicago and Cook 
County. However, the Mayor 
doesn’t mention that issue.

In 2025, one Old Town 4-flat 
owner was hit with a 21% prop-
erty tax hike, and a 59% increase 
in fire-insurance premiums. An-
other landlord in North Lincoln 
Square was slapped with a 30% 
tax hike. And, a 3-flat owner in 
Logan Square is reeling from a 
32% tax hike.

The high-cost of apartment 
rents is not totally the fault of 
landlords. In Chicago, rental 
property owners have to deal with 
the second highest property taxes 
in the nation, along with soaring 
insurance costs.

According to Mayor Johnson’s 
PRO ordinance, which already is 
receiving heavy opposition from 
apartment managers, owners 
and investors, the following new  
restrictions would be added to the 
already weighty RLTO:

• A ban on “hidden fees,” such 
as application and processing 
fees.

• A “Tenant Bill of Rights” and 
the requirement that landlords 
disclose if they’re using algorith-
mic demand pricing that is popu-
lar in the hotel industry.

• The PRO ordinance would 
establish a “rental registry,” and 
create a new bureaucratic admin-
istrative body that works with 
renters and landlords to resolve 

disputes, among other measures.
The city now has no compre-

hensive record of its more than 
500,000 rental units, nor does it 
keep a record of who owns the 
properties and whether they are 
complying with the law. However, 
property ownership is a public re-
cord available through the Cook 
County Assessor’s office.

While the PRO ordinance has 
not yet been officially released, 
critics say it contains many trou-
bling provisions that could sig-
nificantly harm the multifamily 
housing industry.

It would make progress more 
difficult to provide quality afford-
able apartments, according to the 
Neighborhood Building Owner’s 
Alliance [NBOA], a non-profit 
landlord group. 

Some landlords say the rental 
registry essentially would be a 
“hit list” that would create an-
other layer of taxes on top of city 
and Cook County property taxes, 
which are the wildfire-wind driv-
ing rent increases.

Other landlords say the pro-
posed restrictions are so heinous 
that they wonder: “Why bother 
owning and managing apart-
ments in Chicago at all? We prob-
ably could make more worry-free 
profits investing in the stock mar-
ket.”  

The amount of the annual reg-
istry fee would be determined by 
building size and owner occu-
pancy. Owner-occupied, Ma-and-
Pa two-unit to six-unit buildings 
and nonprofit affordable housing 
would be exempt from the fee. 

Larger building owners would be 
charged anywhere from $20 to a 
whopping $60 per unit.

Obviously, veteran apartment 
managers concerned with the bot-
tom line would simply pass on the 
inflationary registry fees to rent-
ers in the form of higher rents.

Experts say higher rents could 
lead to vacancies in larger build-
ings, adding to the pressure of 
paying hefty property taxes, and 
eventually leading to deferred 
maintenance.

When all the potential legal 
and administrative costs are con-
sidered, major landlords will be 
forced to spend tens of thousands 
of dollars to fight the ordinance. 
Rental experts say the proposed 
measure is guaranteed to increase 
average monthly rents on each 
unit in Chicago by at least $100.

The annual fees, which the 
city expects could total around 
$20 million, would help fund 
the initiatives laid out in the bill,  
according to Jung Yoon, the may-
or’s chief of policy. The funds 
would go toward improving  
inspections and enforcement.

The annual fees would also 
establish the “Bureau of Rental 
Housing Services,” designed to 
be the city’s first coordinated hub 
for rental housing. The bureau 
would administer the rental regis-
try, provide emergency rental and 
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eviction help, provide compliance 
guidance for landlords and en-
force tenant protections.

City officials say the renter-
protection ordinance is designed 
to crack down on slumlords and 
profit-hungry landlords.

The alternative FAIR plan
Meanwhile, the counterpropos-

al promoted by Ald. Gilbert Vil-
legas [36th], one of the architects 
of FAIR, proposed the following 
less restrictive renter protections:

• FAIR includes protections 
against ill-intentioned landlords, 
illegal lockouts, retaliation for 
rule enforcement, unsafe living 
conditions and security deposit 
abuse.

• FAIR would rely on pre-exist-
ing state law requiring fee trans-
parency, with added disclosure 
requirements, but not go as far in 
limiting and even outlawing vari-
ous fees.

• FAIR would create a city rent-
al registry, but would make a dis-
tinction between large and small 
landlords.

• FAIR also would create new 
incentives to encourage building 
owners to convert non-residential 
units, such as storefronts, into 
apartments.

Ald. Brendan Reilly [42nd] said 
the aldermanic measure strikes 
a balance between promoting 
growth and adding regulation 
without “costly mandates.”

Rental apartment management 
advocate Michael Glasser, presi-
dent of NBOA, said: “We wel-
come the opportunity the FAIR 
Ordinance presents to build to-
ward genuinely healthy neigh-
borhood housing—with the kind 
of stability tenants can count 
on—only when housing providers 
have it too.”

The vast majority of landlords 
and real estate groups are skep-
tical of the Mayor Johnson pro-
posed “Protecting Renters Ordi-
nance,” arguing the measures are 
burdensome and will drive up the 
cost of housing.

A review of Mayor Johnson’s 
PRO plan by Marcus & Millic-
hap, a major apartment manager, 
said the ordinance could “alter 
investment behavior” by placing 
pressure on the apartment indus-
try because of “compliance obli-
gations and restrictions.” 

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat 
is co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.

(L-R) Ald. Gilbert Villegas, Ald. Brendan Reilly, Michael Glasser of NBOA.
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Free digital platform created  
to track legislation from local to national levels

Ryan Campbell (left) Courtesy of Ryan Campbell. screenshot of  
livedemocracy.us, a free-to-use online platform that lets viewers monitor 
legislative matters that pertain to them.

By Mark Raczkiewycz

At the behest of French King 
Louis-Phillipe, 25-year-old aris-
tocrat Alexis de Tocqueville left 
home to study the U.S. penal sys-
tem in the budding democratic 
country.

Instead, after arriving on Amer-
ican shores in 1831, only 19 years 
after the country’s second war 
with Great Britain, Tocqueville 
started to document all facets of a 
new form of governance that was 
known as democracy and mod-
eled after the ancient Greek and 
Roman forms of governance.

Tocqueville’s work was eventu-
ally published in two volumes in 
1835 and 1840 and titled simplis-
tically as “Democracy in Amer-
ica.”

The young Frenchman may 
have a digital successor, Ryan 
Campbell, who has developed a 
free-to-use digital platform that 
doesn’t require users to conjure 
usernames or passwords to moni-
tor and track pending legislation 

that will affect them. Starting at 
the local, county, state levels and 
all the way to the federal level at 
livedemocracy.us.

“It’s a one-stop shop,” said 
Campbell, 30, adding that it only 
went live online one month ago, 
ahead of the November mid-term 
elections to better inform Chicago 
residents.

The civic technology developer 
of the legislative-monitoring plat-

form said “it’s a free, nonpartisan 
tool called Live Democracy that 
brings every level of government 
into one feed, from Congress 
and the Illinois statehouse to the 
Cook County board and your lo-
cal ward. It shows residents what 
is coming up for a vote before it 
happens and lets them weigh in 
with a single tap.”

All the user has to do is en-
ter their postal zip code or ad-

dress and residents can see what 
is coming up for a vote before it 
happens. 

Regarding the news coverage 
area of these newspapers across 
the North Side, he said “that 
means each neighborhood’s ward 
business and the county board 
sit in one feed [on the website], 
without hunting through meeting 
agendas.”

At the core is the idea that came 
“from frustration conversing with 
friends realizing it is difficult 
to understand the policy that is 
coming our way. This solves the 
problem of understanding what 
is going on at every level of the 
government in a single place,” he 
said.

Examples of pending ordi-
nances or legislation include Tax 
Incremental Finance districts 
[TIF] that affect the 48th ward 
of Edgewater (amendment 0206-
0027133).

Another one is a Foundry Park 

legislation see p. 9
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 Police 
Beat

Strong-armed robberies  
reported in Loop, Edgewater

Police are warning residents of 
recent armed robberies in the Loop, 
and Edgewater neighborhoods.

In the incidents, crooks approach 
unsuspecting victims on the public 
way and forcibly take gold neck-
laces from their person.

Incidents have occurred on the 
1100 block of S. Columbus Dr. 6:30 
p.m. July 2; on the 1200 block of S. 
Michigan Ave. 7:11 p.m. July 2; the 
0-100 block of S.. Wabash Ave. 5:34 
p.m. July 3; on the 0-100 block of N. 
Michigan Ave. 4:01 p.m. July 6, and 
on the 6200 block of N. Winthrop 
Ave. 4 p.m. July 7.

The offenders are described as 
one or two men described as male 
Caucasian and/or Hispanic (both 
described as approximately 5’-3” 
to 5’-8” tall, 120-170 lbs, and aged 
18-25. The offenders’ vehicles have 
been described as a 2-door gray se-
dan and/or a green sedan.

Those who may have any infor-
mation on these crimes contact 
Area One Detectives at 312-747-
8384 and/or Area Three Detectives 
at 312-744-8263 or submit an anon-
ymous tip at CPDTIP.com and use 
reference #26-CWP-019A.

Suspected mail thief killed man 
in 75 mph crash on Rockwell St.

A suspected 
mail thief sped 
away from Chi-
cago police at 
nearly 75 mph, 
ran a red light, 
and crashed into 
another car, kill-
ing a man on the 
Northwest Side 

earlier this year, prosecutors said as 
they filed charges against the man.

Officials said a woman called 911 
around 5:30 a.m. on Feb. 20 after 
seeing a man tampering with mail-
boxes in the 3200 block of N. Rock-
well St. and traveling in an SUV with 
Colorado license plates. Respond-
ing officers soon spotted an SUV 
matching that description nearby.

P r o s e c u -
tors said the 
driver, iden-
tified as 
31-year- o ld 
Daron Lip-
scomb, sped 
away on 
Elston Ave. 
at about 75 
mph in a 30 
mph zone. 
At the inter-
section with 
Kedzie Ave., 
Lipscomb allegedly ran a red light 
and slammed into a Toyota Prius 
traveling south on Kedzie.

Ali Abdullah, a 25-year-old Na-
perville resident who was riding in 
the Prius, was taken to Advocate 
Illinois Masonic Medical Center, 
where he died from his injuries. His 
37-year-old driver suffered a frac-
tured pelvis and cuts to his face. 
According to a GoFundMe cam-
paign, the driver spent 20 days in 
an intensive care unit, underwent 
multiple surgeries, and was not ex-
pected to work for several months. 
According to social media posts, 
Abdullah worked as an IT specialist 
and was on his way to work when 
he was killed.

Lipscomb ran from the scene, 
heading west on Addison St., ac-
cording to a CPD crash report. 
Police recovered multiple pieces 

heavier, faster machines that don’t 
belong on a bike path at all: gas-pow-
ered minibikes, electric dirt bikes, 
mopeds and electric motorcycles 
built to look like bicycles — some of 
which exceed 40 mph. Those devic-
es also accelerate faster and weigh 
more than standard bikes, raising the 
stakes when something goes wrong, 
as it did on July 20.

50 years for man who murdered 
girlfriend, hid body in duffel bag

A man was sentenced to 50 years in 
prison July 31 for murdering his girl-
friend and stuffing her body inside a 
duffel bag that sat in his bedroom for 
days before police found her remains 
during a well-being check.

Genesis Silva, 37, was convicted 
by a jury earlier this year in the June 
2023 death of Brittany Battaglia. 
Silva’s attorneys argued at trial that 
he hid Battaglia’s body after she 
died because he feared he would be 
blamed for her death, not because 
he killed her.

Battaglia’s roommate last saw her 
around 6:30 p.m. June 2, 2023, when 
she left their apartment saying she 
planned to walk to Silva’s nearby 
home before heading to a party. 
When she didn’t return, the room-
mate and the roommate’s boyfriend 
each filed missing person reports.

According to prosecutors, Chica-
go police detectives began staking 
out Silva’s home after a friend of his 
called 911 and told dispatchers he 
had grown “concerned” about Silva 
following a lunch the two shared 
that day.

Detectives spotted Silva leaving 
the house and stopped him. He then 
walked them back to his apartment 
in the 2000 block of N. Kimball Ave., a 
red and black backpack draped over 
his shoulder, prosecutors said.

Inside his bedroom, detectives 
found Battaglia’s body stuffed inside 
a large duffel bag, according to pros-
ecutors. The Cook County Medical 
Examiner ruled her death a homi-
cide caused by multiple sharp force 
wounds. Prosecutors said she had 
been nearly decapitated.

The backpack Silva was carrying 
when police approached him alleg-
edly contained a machete. A second 
machete was later found in his car, 
prosecutors said. Both the machete 
from the backpack and the bag con-
taining Battaglia’s remains tested 
positive for blood.

In Silva’s kitchen, investigators 
said they found two garbage bags 
near a tarp containing shoes, a buck-
et, a paint suit, gloves, bleach and a 
Swiffer. Prosecutors said police also 
recovered three handwritten lists of 
items, including cleaning supplies, 
chemicals and boots, along with a 
note that allegedly read: “Can you 
ask average time until smell, etc?”

Silva’s past surfaced prominently 
during the case. He was charged with 
attempted murder and sexual assault 
of his wife in 2009, prosecutors said. 
According to the allegations, the 
couple argued after returning home 
from a party, and Silva strangled her, 
repeatedly asking, “Why won’t you 
just die?” That case was ultimately re-
solved when prosecutors allowed Sil-
va to plead guilty to a single charge 
of criminal sexual abuse in exchange 
for a two-year probation sentence.

His ex-wife, speaking to the Chica-
go Sun-Times after Battaglia’s death, 
did not mince words.

“He had a deep hate for women,” 
she said. “It’s definitely one of those 

of mail from the SUV that were ad-
dressed to residents living near the 
block where the 911 caller reported 
seeing someone tampering with 
mailboxes, according to a separate 
CPD case report.

The officers who responded to the 
mail theft call identified Lipscomb in 
a photo lineup later that same day, 
according to the case report. But 
authorities did not immediately find 
Lipscomb. This month, a U.S. Mar-
shals Service task force set up sur-
veillance outside his mother’s home 
and arrested him when he left the 
residence.

Judge James Murphy III ordered 
Lipscomb detained on charges of 
reckless homicide by motor vehicle, 
two counts of failure to report an ac-
cident involving death, and leaving 
the scene of an accident.

Uptown man confronts  
car burglars, gets robbed  
at gunpoint instead

An Uptown man who stepped out-
side to confront two people breaking 
into his car on July 31 ended up be-
ing robbed at gunpoint by the pair, 
according to Chicago police.

Police said the 45-year-old man 
heard the sound of car glass breaking 
outside his home in the 800 block of 
W. Sunnyside Ave. at about 5:25 a.m. 
He went outside to investigate and 
found two males allegedly stealing 
items from his vehicle, police said.

The man confronted the two, and 
police said the pair displayed a gun 
before taking his belongings. The of-
fenders then got into a nearby silver 
sedan, possibly a Toyota Corolla, and 
fled westbound, according to police. 
The victim described the offenders 
as Black males wearing ski masks. No 
arrests have been reported.

Woman critically injured  
when dirt bike slams into bicyclist 
on Lakefront Trail

A woman rid-
ing her bike on the 
Lakefront Trail suf-
fered catastrophic 
injuries after a 
man on a mo-
torized dirt bike 
crashed into her 
in the Gold Coast, 
according to Chi-
cago police, who 
are now trying to 
track him down.

The crash hap-
pened around 
3:47 p.m. July 20, 

when the 45-year-old woman was 
riding along the trail just south of 
North Ave. Police said a man wearing 
a black ski mask and dark clothing 
was riding a yellow dirt bike reck-
lessly when he struck her.

The woman’s injuries were serious 
enough that Chicago police turned 
the investigation over to the depart-
ment’s Major Accident Investigation 
Unit, which handles the most severe 
crashes.

Police have not identified the man 
and are asking anyone with video or 
information to call detectives at 312-
745-4521 or submit an anonymous 
tip at CPDTIP.com, referencing case 
number JK346606.

The crash is a flashpoint in what’s 
become a growing complaint from 
regulars on the 18-mile trail: motor-
ized vehicles speeding along a path 
where they don’t belong. The trail 
was built for walkers, joggers, and 
bicyclists moving under their own 
power. But those users increasingly 
find themselves on the lookout as 
people riding motorized bikes and 
skateboard-style devices zip along at 
breakneck speeds.

Pedal-assist e-bikes get some of 
the blame, particularly when riders 
strip out the devices that are sup-
posed to cap how fast they can go. 
But the bigger worry, according to 
those who use the trail regularly, is 

American Psycho type of things be-
cause it’s like two completely differ-
ent sides of a person.”

At Silva’s initial bail hearing in the 
Battaglia case, his defense attorney 
urged the court to see a different 
side of her client. She described him 
as a Whitney Young graduate who 
owned Genesis Platforms, an audio-
visual consulting company, and said 
he participated in harm reduction 
efforts by distributing Narcan and 
discouraging narcotics use.

“By all accounts, Mr. Silva has 
turned his life around,” the attorney 
argued at the time.

Silva and Battaglia had been dating 
since the spring of 2022, prosecutors 
said. About six months after initially 
charging Silva with concealing Batta-
glia’s death, prosecutors upgraded 
the charges to allege he had actually 
killed her.

Judge Mary Brosnahan oversaw 
the case and handed down the sen-
tence. Silva must serve 100% of his 
50-year term under state law.

Feds charge 12 in drug dealing 
operation that sold ‘dawn till dusk’

Twelve people have been feder-
ally charged and more arrests could 
follow after a nearly two-year inves-
tigation into what prosecutors say 
was a large-scale open-air fentanyl 
and heroin market that operated “es-
sentially dawn till dusk every day” in 
Chicago.

The investigation began around 
Sept. 2024 in the area of the 700 block 
of N. St. Louis Ave., where members 
and affiliates of the Traveling Vice 
Lords street gang were selling nar-
cotics “at almost all times,” a federal 
detention memorandum said. By the 
time it ended, investigators had wire-
tapped multiple phones, installed 
surveillance cameras, carried out 
more than 180 controlled drug pur-
chases from members of the group, 
and seized multiple shipments of 
narcotics, according to the memo.

Those purchases, usually involving 
$10 bags of narcotics, yielded more 
than 16 lbs of fentanyl or heroin and 
a much smaller amount of crack co-
caine, according to the filing.

Last summer, investigators learned 
through wiretaps that one of the op-
erators, Barry “Big Barry” Spires, was 
going to pick up a supply of heroin, 
then pulled him over after he ob-
tained the narcotics, the detention 
memo said. Afterwards, investigators 
intercepted additional phone calls 
in which other crew members dis-
cussed the arrest and seizure.

Spires “just got popped with 
$10,000 worth of [expletive],” Tia 
“TT” Chambers allegedly reported to 
David “Big Boy” Collins, the alleged 
head of the operation.

Collins later reported that he and 
other members of the crew went to 
Spires’s car after authorities arrested 
him and “bust[ed] the window” to 
look for the narcotics, not knowing 
law enforcement had already seized 
them, the detention filing said.

The investigation culminated on 
July 1 when agents executed mul-
tiple search warrants tied to the or-
ganization. Prosecutors said they 
recovered significant quantities of 
suspected fentanyl, several firearms, 
large amounts of cash, and other evi-
dence of drug trafficking. During one 
raid, agents arrested Jamieane Ellis, 
described in the detention filing as 
“a supplier to the organization” who 
“managed the stash house” that fed-
eral agents raided.

Prosecutors alleged Collins di-
rected the organization while Ty-
rone “Smooth” Thomas, Spires, and 
Cortney Hanes handled wholesale 
quantities of drugs that replenished 
street sellers. Darius “Cuz” Waters al-
legedly obtained bulk narcotics for 
the group, Deontario Prater super-
vised street sellers, and Chambers, 
Octavius “Mook” Kyles, Essex “Ese” 
Davis, and Erik Miller allegedly sold 

drugs on the street.
Federal court system entries in-

dicate that at least 15 defendants 
may be involved in the case, sug-
gesting that additional arrests 
could be in the offing.

The case was handled by Home-
land Security Investigations, the 
Internal Revenue Service, and the 
Chicago Police Dept. 

Man used gay hookup app,  
Instagram to lure victims into 
sexual assaults, blackmail 
scheme

A Chicago man allegedly turned 
a gay hookup and Instagram into 
hunting grounds, luring men into 

consensual en-
counters, some-
times with prom-
ises of big cash 
payouts, before 
trapping them in 
a cycle of sexual 
violence, secret 
recordings, ex-
tortion, and ter-

ror that, in one case, culminated in 
an armed home invasion, according 
to Cook County prosecutors.

Prosecutors say Christion Brown, 
28, preyed on at least three men 
he met through the gay dating app 
Sniffies and Instagram, recording 
sexual encounters, threatening to 
expose explicit videos to victims’ 
families, employers, and friends un-
less the men agreed to additional 
sexual encounters or extortive pay-
ments. One victim said Brown later 
tracked him down at home and 
demanded money. Another told in-
vestigators Brown returned months 
later by posing as a new hookup be-
fore forcing his way into the victim’s 
residence at knifepoint and sexually 
assaulting him.

Judge Shauna Boliker ordered 
Brown detained after prosecu-
tors outlined allegations support-
ing charges that include multiple 
counts of aggravated criminal sex-
ual assault, armed home invasion, 
aggravated kidnapping, aggravated 
criminal sexual abuse, and more.

According to prosecutors, Brown 
first contacted a 25-year-old man 
through Sniffies earlier this year. 
The two exchanged selfies on Snap-
chat to verify their identities, chat-
ted for about a week, and eventual-
ly agreed to meet for sex at Brown’s 
home around Jan. 25.

During what prosecutors de-
scribed as an initially consensual en-
counter, the victim noticed Brown 
recording him with a cellphone and 
repeatedly told Brown he did not 
consent to being filmed and tried to 
pull away. Brown continued record-
ing for 30 to 40 seconds before stop-
ping, prosecutors said. But instead 
of ending the encounter, Brown al-
legedly grabbed the victim by the 
neck with both hands, pressing his 
thumbs into the man’s throat. Fear-
ing he would lose consciousness, 
the victim stopped resisting while 
Brown continued sexually assault-
ing him, according to prosecutors.

Afterward, the victim showered, 
took an Uber home, and realized 
the cards in his wallet had been re-
arranged. Later that day, Brown al-
legedly sent the victim the explicit 
video, which showed the victim’s 
face, through Snapchat. Brown also 
sent screenshots of the victim’s 
LinkedIn profile and social media 
accounts belonging to family mem-
bers, threatening to distribute the 
video unless the victim paid him, 
prosecutors alleged.

The victim blocked Brown on 
Snapchat but soon began receiving 
text messages from unknown phone 
numbers demanding payment 
through Cash App. After blocking 
one number, another began send-
ing the same demands. The man re-
ported the assault to Chicago police 
that day and underwent a forensic 

police beat see p. 10

Christion Brown

Daron  
Lipscomb

Ali Abdullah

A surveillance 
image of the 
m o t o r c y c l i s t 
who hit the 
woman.

Genesis Silva, left, and Brittany 
Battaglia.
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Fall
Programs & Events at the 
Chicago Park District!

Register  
   for

View programs online the week of July 27.
Online registration opens
Monday, August 3 & Tuesday, August 4.
In-person registration begins
Saturday, August 8.
Fall Programs session runs
September 8 to December 13.

Pa
rk

 K
ids

 After School Program

begins August 24

https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/fall-programs

BY CWBCHICAGO

He climbed to the top of Chica-
go’s nightlife scene as an owner of 
one of River North’s best-known 
clubs. Now, Dino Gardiakos is 
headed somewhere with a far less 
exclusive guest list.

On July 28, the 46-year-old 
was sentenced to six years in 
prison after pleading guilty to 
manufacturing or delivering nar-
cotics, a case that began after he 
returned to O’Hare on an inter-
national flight with 14 pounds of 
ketamine. It marks Gardiakos’ 
second guilty plea in a major nar-
cotics case since 2022. The first 
one ended with probation.

In March 2024, officials said 
Gardiakos arrived at O’Hare on 
an overnight flight from London 

carrying six kilograms of ket-
amine hidden inside six con-
tainers packed in his luggage, 
with more in a small container. 
After getting caught, Gardia-
kos allegedly told investiga-
tors he purchased the drugs in 
London and that the seller ex-
plained how to conceal them 
so he could make it through 
customs at O’Hare. Or not.

Court records show Judge 
Timothy Joyce handed down 
a six-year sentence after Gar-
diakos entered his guilty plea. 
Because Gardiakos remained free 
throughout the case and was not 
ordered onto electronic monitor-
ing, he accumulated little credit 
toward his prison sentence.

The arrest came while Gar-
diakos was on probation in an-

other drug case that began with a 
May 2021 raid on his West Town 
home. In that investigation, pros-
ecutors said U.S. Customs agents 
intercepted a suspicious package 
shipped from the United King-
dom and addressed to Gardiakos. 

Inside, they allegedly found 
more than two pounds of ket-
amine.

Agents resealed the pack-
age and arranged for under-
cover officers to deliver it to 
his home, prosecutors said. 
After receiving an alert that 
someone had opened the box, 
investigators immediately ex-
ecuted an anticipatory search 
warrant that had already been 
approved by a judge.

According to prosecutors, 
the search uncovered an esti-

mated $240,000 worth of drugs, 
including more than 11 pounds 
of cannabis, nearly nine pounds 
of THC concentrate, about one 
pound of Psilocybin mushrooms, 
and another quarter-pound of ket-
amine. Investigators also alleged 
they found about $25,000 in cash, 
packaging materials, a scale, led-
gers, and other items consistent 
with narcotics distribution.

Despite those allegations, Gar-
diakos ultimately pleaded guilty 

to a single count of possessing a 
controlled substance, and Joyce 
sentenced him to two years of 
second-chance probation and or-
dered him to complete 30 hours 
of community service. On July 
28, Joyce terminated the proba-
tion as “unsatisfactory.”

After Gardiakos’ 2024 arrest, 
Spybar posted a statement on In-
stagram saying the club’s “staff, 
management, and the operating 
owner” were “shocked and sad-
dened” by the allegations. The 
statement described Gardiakos 
as a co-owner but said he had 
not participated in the club’s day-
to-day operations for more than 
seven years.

“Spybar has a zero-tolerance 
policy for illicit or illegal activi-
ties,” the statement said.

The club also said it was “work-
ing with our team of profes-
sionals” to address the situation 
“swiftly and thoroughly.”

Gardiakos’ current ownership 
status with the nightclub was not 
immediately clear.

From VIP to IDOC: Spybar co-owner sentenced  
for hauling 14 pounds of ketamine through O’Hare

Dino Gardiakos is seen in his Illinois Dept. 
Of Corrections mugshot and in a Facebook 
photo at the club.

BY BOB ZULEY

Chicago has a well-known rat 
problem and the City’s response 
to rely on poison isn’t likely to im-
prove the situation, according to a 
newly released city report. City 
rat abatement crews responded to 
every neighborhood in the city.

The City of Chicago Office 
of Inspector General [OIG] has 
recently released its audit of the 
Dept. of Street and Sanitation’s 
[DSS] Rat Abatement Program, 
led by the DSS’s Bureau of Ro-
dent Control [BORC].

The OIG sought to determine 
if BORC’s approach to address-
ing rat infestation aligns with the 
widely accepted principles of In-
tegrated Pest Management [IPM]. 
IPM emphasizes long-term pre-
vention by addressing the root 
causes of rat infestation and using 
pesticides as a last resort, thereby 
reducing the risks to health and 
the environment.

IPM is endorsed by the Centers 
for Disease Control, the Environ-
mental Agency, and the Illinois 
Dept. of Public Health.

OIG found that DSS’s rodent 
control program is complaint-
based, not integrated with other 
City services, and unlikely to 
achieve long-term control of the 
rat population.

Further, BOTC’s primary 
method of rat abatement involves 
the use of rodenticide known 
to contribute to environmental 
harm. OIG concluded that there 
is opportunity for DSS to proac-
tively monitor for rat activity and 
the root cause of infestation.

“Chicago’s rat control team 
relies on poison to respond to 
reports of rat sightings and in-
festations,” said David Glockner, 
Chicago’s Inspector General, “but 
the City’s approach doesn’t con-
sistently target sources of food 
and shelter. … Without a change 
in tactics, it will be nearly impos-
sible to make lasting progress, 
and Chicagoans will continue to 
face fresh crops of rats.”

OIG recommends that DSS im-
plement proactive surveying, es-
tablish meaningful thresholds for 
intervention, prioritize non-toxic 
methods such as sanitation and 

habitat modification, and evaluate 
efforts of abatement efforts.

“When the city responds to 
successive complaints without 
removing rats’ food and shelter 
through sanitation and habitat 
modification, it engages in ‘rat 
harvesting’: eliminating one gen-
eration of rats only to make way 
for another,” the report states.

Rather than simply going out 
and poisoning rats, the report rec-
ommends crews should be gath-
ering information on garbage and 
alley conditions; looking for signs 
of active burrows; making obser-
vations about vacant lots, weeds, 
or green spaces; and factoring in 

Rats winning, city’s response fails
Watchdog agency 
recommends new  
rat control strategy

citations for restaurant and build-
ing violations.

Currently, Chicago’s 311 han-
dles complaints about rats in the 
order in which they are received, 
not by the scope of the problem 
being reported. This results in the 
possibility that a report of a single 
rat could wind up in queue ahead 
of an entire building infestation.

Based on city 311 service data 
and rodent complaints, West 
Town consistently ranks as the 
worst community area in Chicago 
for rat activity, followed closely by 
dense neighborhoods like Logan 

This recently dug rat hole was observed in a parkway along Broadway  
in Edgewater.                                                                 Photo by Bob Zuley

rats see p. 10
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High-rise electrical risers and local grid 
connections are rarely scaled to deliver the 
necessary megawatts.

The cooling of those computer grids is 
also an issue. Moving massive amounts 
of hot air out of a sealed high-rise tower 
is difficult. Rooftop space is usually too 
small to house the massive industrial chill-
ers and cooling towers required for mod-
ern high-density, AI-focused computing. 
So not every building can pull off such a 
conversion. 

Gabal confirmed to TheRealDeal.com 
that he remains an owner of the building 
and plans to hold onto the property long-
term, but declined to comment further. A 
$12.5 million deed denoting the transac-
tion was recorded publicly. 

The new money comes after Gabal  
successfully fought off a series of legal 
challenges after he bought the distressed 
12-story, 240,000-square-foot building for 
$4 million in 2023, which is about $17 per 
square foot.

Since the legal matters were settled, 
Gabal said he has been able to advance his 
plans to convert the second through 6th 
floors of the building into a data center.

The building’s location along existing  
fiber networks and proximity to the Cen-
Trio cooling facility reportedly help make 
the project more feasible. 

Three floors are presently fully occu-
pied, one is partially occupied and two 
are vacant, Gabal told the outlet. The first 
floor will remain retail space and vacant 
portions of the building will likely not be 
leased to new tenants during the conver-
sion process, which could begin this year. 

Not far away, Quintin Primo’s Capri 
Investment Group and Mike Reschke’s 
Prime Group sold the six-story, 385,000 
square foot 400 S. LaSalle St. high-rise for 
$40 million last fall to convert into a data 
center.

data center from p. 1

with some landscaping work happening in 
the spring of 2027.

Further to the west, major changes com-
ing to Division St. all the way west out to 
I-90/94 are still in the planning phase. 

division st from p. 1

Dept. of Transportation [CDOT] and the 
Chicago Transit Authority [CTA] to “work 
together to repair this sidewalk and make it 
safe and accessible for everyone.”

Indeed the one-block stretch of sidewalk 
on the west side of State St. between Hub-
bard and Illinois streets was dangerous and 
in horrible repair, reported Ellen Condron 
in a 2016 letter to the city. She worked at 8 
W. Hubbard and traveled past the mess on 
a regular basis. 

“There have been numerous issues with 
people falling or tripping there. This is 
completely unacceptable,” she said in a 
2016 letter. “The slope of it and crumbling 
cement make it oftentimes impassable 
where pedestrians need to walk … on a 
busy street.”

The Alderman noted his concerns that 
the poor maintenance of the sidewalks was 
a financial risk to the city, as he thought the 

sidewalk from p. 1

West side of N. State St. between W. Kinzie and Illinois streets.

city would get sued for failing to maintain 
this public sidewalk. 

“I even attempted to dedicate a portion 
of my Aldermanic Menu funds to the proj-
ect, but was informed that the repairs fell 
outside the scope of the program,” reported 
Ald. Reilly.

Over the years, he continued to advocate 
for this improvement, and after 20 years 
of fighting City Hall, the work has finally 
been done. 

“After nearly two decades of persistent 
advocacy, I am pleased to announce that 

The Edgewater Historical Society and 
Chicago Public library are co-hosting a 
book discussion 10 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 8 

at the Edgewa-
ter Library on a 
book by Forest 
Claypool titled 
“The Daley 
Show: Inside the 
Transformative 
Reign of Chica-
go’s Richard M. 
Daley.”

Daley served 
as mayor for 22 
years and man-

aged several large and expensive projects 
like building Millennium Park, the demoli-
tion of failed public housing, and the con-
troversial sale of the Chicago Skyway and 
Chicago’s parking meters. 

Copies of the book are available in the 
library, 6000 N. Broadway.

Reign of Daley 
subject of Aug. 8 

book talk

the sidewalk has finally been repaired and 
the hazardous sloped pavement has been 
removed. The improvements have created 
a safer, more accessible path for residents 
and visitors alike,” reported Reilly last 
week. 

“While this project took far longer than 
it should have, it demonstrates the impor-
tance of persistent advocacy and the need 
to ensure our public infrastructure is safe 
and accessible for everyone,” he said in his 
weekly newsletter.

Division St. from Cleveland Ave. west 
to the Kennedy Expy. is a heavily traveled 
corridor with two bridges that cross over 
the North Branch of the Chicago River and 
the North Branch Canal. Both have been 
deemed structurally deficient and func-
tionally obsolete.

CDOT has initiated a project to replace 
the bridges as well as widen Division St. 
from two to four lanes with an exclusive 
left turn lane/variable median. 

The existing Division St. bridge over the 
North Branch of the Chicago River is a 
single-span, two-lane, bascule bridge that 
will be replaced with a single-span, five‐
lane, tied-arch bridge. Planning and design 
firm H.W. Lochner is overseeing the design 
of the new structure, which will include a 
vertical clearance of 19-feet. 

Because this section of river is a naviga-
ble waterway, the new bridge will also have 
a vertically lifting arch span that could be 
further elevated should the need arise for 
the passage of boats. 

The existing bridge over the North 
Branch Canal is a three-span, two-lane, 
acrow bridge that will be replaced with 
a single span, five-lane, fixed thrust arch 
bridge. Lochner is designing the bridge 
with a 55-foot wide, curb-to-curb roadway 
section and sidewalks that will line both 
sides of the bridge and include ornamental 
pedestrian cable railings and crashworthy 
traffic barrier railings. 

The bridge design also accommodates 
an under-bridge riverwalk that will con-
nect to the already established riverwalk 
system through downtown Chicago.

A new roadway design is being devel-
oped for Division St. that hopes to improve 
traffic flow, increase vehicular and pedes-
trian safety, and enhance the overall envi-
ronment along the corridor. The roadway 
will be widened from two to four lanes 
with an exclusive left turn lane/variable 
median. To allow for this exclusive lane 
across Goose Island, Lochner is oversee-
ing the preparation of right of way plans for 
each side street intersection. The design in-
cludes ADA-compliant sidewalks on both 
sides of Division, new curb and gutter, and 
new street lighting. 

Modernized traffic signals will be made 
at all existing signalized intersections 
within limits. The intersection of Divi-
sion and Hickory streets will include a new 
traffic signal, and the Division St. intersec-
tions with Elston Ave. and Halsted St. will 
be reconstructed to accommodate changes 
to the corridor’s alignment. Lochner is also 
undertaking full topographic and under-
ground utility surveys and designing drain-
age improvements.

Letter to Commissioner Thomas Byrne, dated 
June 10, 2009, requesting an inspection and 
repair of sidewalk on both sides of the 400 
block of N. State St., signed by Ald. Brendan 
Reilly.

The cooling of those computer 
grids is also an issue. Moving 
massive amounts of hot air 
out of a sealed high-rise tower 
is difficult. Rooftop space is 
usually too small to house the 
massive industrial chillers and 
cooling towers required for 
modern high-density,  
AI-focused computing. So not 
every building can pull off  
such a conversion.

The Alderman noted  
his concerns that the poor 

maintenance of the sidewalks 
was a financial risk to the city, 

as he thought the city would  
get sued for failing to maintain 

this public sidewalk. 


