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By CWB Chicago.com 

As the operators of Chicago’s 
Divvy bike- sharing program 
prepare to enter their third month 
of battling widespread theft of 
the system’s taxpayer-owned bi-
cycles, Chicago Police Dept. and 
Cook County Criminal Court re-
cords are shedding light on just 
how serious the problem has be-
come. 

Since July 1, arrests of adults in 
possession of stolen Divvy bikes 
have led Chicago police officers 
to recover two percent of the sys-
tem’s fleet, according to an analy-
sis of the records. 

There is no way of tracking the 
number of additional bikes recov-
ered from juvenile offenders be-
cause those records are shielded 
from public review. 

Despite the known theft issue, 
the exact number of Divvy bikes 

Over 120 arrests  
since July 1 for possession  

of stolen Divvy bikes
Systems theft problems 
persist, city on hook  
for all losses

stolen and still at-large is a com-
plete mystery. The system opera-
tor is only required to report its 
inventory count to the city once 
per year—on Oct. 1. Chicago’s 
system had 6,054 bikes Oct. 1, 
2017, according to the city. And 
only 38 bikes were “missing” on 
that day. 

A conversation with one Divvy 
valet worker this month revealed 
that he had been told 20% of the 
company’s fleet has gone miss-
ing during the theft surge. A 
spokesperson did not respond to 
a request for comment about the 
employee’s claim. 

This reporter first broke the 
story on the systems problem 
with bike theft on July 12, reveal-
ing that thieves had found a sim-
ple way to manipulate bikes out 
of docking stations. 

Divvy stated at the time that 
its workers were “retrofitting all 
of our docks with stronger, more 
tamper-proof lock mechanisms” 

This bike was found in an alley off of Glenwood in Rogers Park. Others 
have been found parked in garages, in bike racks and dumped under the L 
tracks, in parks and alleys.

By Jim Vail

How much lead is there in the 
water in Chicago? This is a ques-
tion several aldermanic candidates 
want addressed by the mayor by 
demanding a non-binding refer-
endum on the November ballot 
asking the Chicago City Council 
to hold hearings to discuss lead in 
the drinking water.

“The main problem is we do not 
know to what extent there is lead 
in the water,” said Dianne Dale-
iden, an aldermanic candidate for 
the 40th Ward who came up with 
the idea for the referendum. “It’s 
been identified but I think it’s 
been covered up.”

Indeed many other aldermanic 
candidates from other North Side 
wards have borrowed from Dale-
iden’s original press release - al-
most word for word - demand-
ing hearings and sent it into this 
newspaper.

Daleiden said the problem is 
the mayor has refused so far to 
hold public hearings, and that 
Ald. Pat O’Connor [40th] quickly 
put the lead water issue into the 
rules committee where legisla-

Aldermanic candidates demand 
petition on lead in water  

be put on ballot

If no one ever took risks,  
Michaelangelo would have painted  
the Sistine floor. 

Neil Simon

tion and ideas the mayor does not 
want debated go to die.

Ironically Mayor Rahm Eman-
uel was an outspoken critic of 
this same issue when it erupted 
in Flint, Michigan, but has been 
mostly mum about Chicago’s 
similar problem with lead con-
tamination in the drinking water.

“We need public hearings,” 
Daleiden said. “The public has a 
right to know. We pay the highest 
taxes in the country and we’re get-
ting hit with the highest property 
tax levy ever. If they can pave the 
streets so they look better before 
the elections, they can hold public 
hearings so we know more about 
lead in our water.”

Six aldermanic candidates 
(Maria Hadden, 49th Ward; Rob-
ert Murphy, 39th Ward;  Andrew 
Rowlas, 50th Ward; Katie Sier-

acki, 33rd Ward; Anthony Driver, 
20th Ward) submitted petitions 
to the City Clerk asking for the 
referendum on the November 
ballot to hold the hearings to dis-
cuss lead in the drinking water of 
many homes throughout the city. 
Despite now having seven an-
nounced candidates running for 
the 47th Ward aldermanic post, 
oddly none of those candidates 
has gone public making similar 
demands on the mayor - who is 
a 47th Ward resident. This tony 
ward is home to more young 
families than just about any other 
North Side ward, and lead poison-
ing in the drinking water affect 
young children hardest of all.

“These candidates are demand-
ing an end to the status quo in 
Chicago, where politicians refuse 
to take on the important issues 
facing our city and avoid trans-
parency and accountability,” Josh 
Kilroy, Petition Drive Organizer, 
stated in a press release.

Toxic lead was found in tap wa-
ter in almost 70% of 2,797 homes 
in Chicago in the last two years, 

divvy see p. 16

STORY AND PHOTOS  
BY BOB KITSOS

The first of three Participatory 
Budgeting Expos drew 49th Ward 
residents to Sullivan High School 
on a warm evening on Aug. 21. 
Introduced in 2009 by Ald. Joe 
Moore, the Participatory Budget-
ing Process places ward residents 
in the driver’s seat on how to 
spend the ward’s annual capital 
improvement budget. Additional 
expos were held on Aug. 22 at 
the St. Jerome Parish Center and 
Aug. 25 at the Willye White Park 
on Howard St.

Project proposals were put to-
gether by neighborhood volun-
teers who researched and tailored 
the proposals for consideration by 
ward residents. Moore praised the 
work of the neighborhood volun-
teers saying, “You are providing 
moral support to the budgeting 
processing representatives.”

Based on the input received 
from the community, proposals 
for ward improvements and up-
grades will appear on the Sept. 
22 ballot. Over 2,200 residents 
voted last fall on how to spend the 
ward’s 2018 capital budget.

Project ideas
Some project ideas include: 

Participatory Budgeting process  
in home stretch

community bulletin boards at 
Pottawattomie, Touhy and Rog-
ers Beach parks, 100 new trees 
throughout Rogers Park, addition-
al exercise equipment for Loyola 
Park and artistic murals on CTA 
and Metra embankments and via-
ducts. Other ideas are to install an 
Astroturf soccer field at Sullivan 
High School, bus benches at CTA 
bus stops throughout Rogers Park 
and to resurface streets and alleys 
and repair sidewalks.

“The Project Expos are an im-
portant step in the PB49 process 
to ensure that the proposals on the 
ballot truly reflect the needs and 
desires of ward residents,” Ald. 
Moore said. Early voting will 

Ald. Joe Moore [49th] listens to a resident’s question at the Aug. 21 meeting 
at Sullivan High School.

take place starting Sept. 8 at vari-
ous sites throughout the ward.

Participatory Budgeting has 
been implemented in nearly 1,500 
municipalities and institutions 
around the world. Ald. Moore 
was the first in the country to ini-
tiate the Participatory Budging 
process.

Another example of the Par-
ticipatory Budgeting process in 
Rogers Park took place at Sul-
livan High School in the spring 
of 2015. At that time,70% of the 
student body voted in the process, 
resulting in $25,000 allocated to-
ward building a new recreation 
room.

lead see p. 16

The proposal to downzone parts 
of the East Andersonville neigh-
borhood found broad support at 
a community meeting held Aug. 
23 at the Peirce School, 1423 W. 
Bryn Mawr. The meeting, hosted 
by Ald. Harry Osterman [48th] 
and the East Andersonville Pres-
ervation Task Force, voted in fa-
vor of the downzoning 98 to 26 
after two-hours of discussion and 
debate. 

The proposal calls for down-
zoning the community from its 
current RT-4 zoning to a pro-
posed RS-3 zoning, making it 
more difficult for developers to 
come into the area and tear down 
older 2-flats and single properties 
to build large McMansion-type 

Community votes in favor  
of downzoning East Andersonville

homes. The zoning change would 
cover the area in east Anderson-
ville, from Foster to Gregory, to 
the east side of Glenwood to the 
alley east of Clark. 

Those who supported the 
downzoning claim it will help 
protect the charm of the neighbor-
hood by stopping tear-downs and 
re-developments; while those op-
posed to the effort are concerned 
that the new regulations and 
lower-density zoning would cap 
density, and could slow property 
value growth while increasing 
rents. Ald. Osterman did not say 
when he would make a decision 
on whether he will move forward 
with the downzoning or not.

Toxic lead was found 
in tap water in almost 
70% of 2,797 homes 

in Chicago in the last 
two years, according to 

recent reports. 
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There is nothing like the sound 
that encircles the lakefront ev-
ery summer as the Air and Water 
Show gets underway. I’m not sure 
there is anything in our experi-
ence, for those of us who have not 
served in the military, that can re-
late to the engulfing approach and 
sound of US Air Force jets flying 
through the Chicago skies. 

The crowded strands of our 
beaches are shoulder to shoulder. 
Crowds dripping sunscreens and 
lotions, sun-shielded Chicagoans 
in straw hats cramming Daniel 
Burnham’s emerald green neck-
lace of lakefront parks.

There’s nothing like our Air 
and Water Show anywhere in the 
nation. Chicago is resplendent, 
Miami Beach-style. Rooftops, 
penthouses, decks, balconies, ad-
vantaged condos, provide people 
with ringside seats for the beach 
and sky extravaganza. Cham-
pagne flows. All sound seems 
ratcheted up as Chicago celebrates 
its heartland capitol pedigree. 
There’s a central coast mentality 
here that is embedded deep. Seri-
ous. It’s the kind of polish that the 
late Mayor Richard J. Daley was 
fond of making in neighborhood 
after neighborhood.

There’s a vastness to our lake-
front. A natural wonder it would 
seem. The Michigan shore is just 
beyond our vision expanding 
the spaciousness of our Midwest 
Great Lake wonder.

But make no mistake about it, 
natural it is not. The long sandy 
coast, some 27 miles as the crow 
flies, is purely man-made. Ger-
minated long ago in the creative 
intelligence of business magnate 

A lovely bird’s eye view of a storied lakefront

By Thomas J. O’Gorman

Potter Palmer and fash-
ioned under his scrutiny in 
the era of big dreams and 
unheralded growth. 

Palmer, a grandee shop-
keeper, you might say, 
sculpted the shoreline of 
the dramatic Lake Michi-
gan here. He carved out 
a beachfront to rival the 
Riviera. Chicago’s win-
dow through which to 
view the world. The per-
fect metaphor for a mod-
ern metropolis set in the 
very center of the Ameri-
can nation. 

There was poetry and 
ecology at the heart of 
all his efforts. And, at the 
same time, a great deal for 
Chicago business. 

The accompanying 
Lake Shore Dr. roadway, 
hugging the strand, was a thor-
oughfare as much of elegance as 
practicality. Chicagoans could re-
shape its traffic flow and add to 
it as the city morphed and moved 
further north through the obvious 
landscape and parkways of urban 
refinement. Developing the wa-
terscape was just the beginning.

Perched on the edge of the city’s 
most valuable and elegant shore-
line property Palmer saw the fu-
ture with visionary eyes. There he 
built the city’s most talked about 
mansion. Where Schiller St. is 
today. A Rhine Castle created 
by the noted American architect 
Henry Ives Cobb. A student of 
the great Henry Hobson Richard-
son, an American giant. Literally. 
Cobb created a palace filled with 
romance, drama and whimsey. 
He went on after this to design 
the Newberry Library and the 
first Chicago Historical Society 
[now Chicago History Museum] 
on Dearborn. Working well with 
Palmer was a Chicago charm.

When Potter’s castle was ready, 
it seems there were only door-
knobs on the inside. Some servant 
would have to be inside the room 
to open up the door. Even Potter 
himself could not open a door 
from the outside. 
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THE BIRTH  
OF  THE MOSCOW MULE:  
In a story that is now legend, 
in 1941, Jack Morgan of Cock 
and Bull Ginger Beer was 
sitting with John G. Martin  
of Hublein and Rudolph Kunett, 
the President of Smirnoff. 
They were experimenting, 
putting their heads together 
on the invention of a new 
cocktail. Ultimately they added 
Smirnoff Vodka to Ginger Beer 
on crushed ice with a healthy 
squeeze of fresh lime. Adam Umbach

Back in the day, when you rang 
the doorbell at the castle and pre-
sented your calling card, it is said 
it would pass through the hands 
of some three dozen people be-
fore it made its way to Mr. or Mrs. 
Palmer.

But the Palmers were not the 
only great hoteliers to make a 
name for themselves in Chicago. 

When Chicago was little more 
than a rough fur-trading outpost 
before its incorporation as a town 
in 1833, the bar for hospitality 
was set high by that early pioneer 
hotelier Mark Beaubien. His hotel 
and tavern at Wolfe Point, where 
the river forks, was truly the only 
lodging place in town. Today this 
land is home to the Apparel Cen-
ter and once boasted the Chicago 
Sun-Times as a tenant. When you 
sip cocktails at Gibson’s riverfront 
Italian, today, you look down upon 
this spot. Back in Beaubien’s day 
it was Chicago, with a reputation 
for clean, though primitive, ac-
commodations - rugged, crowd-
ed, not fancy. Weapons had to 
be checked at the door. The food 
was edible and featured whatever 
could be shot or trapped and it of-
fered wild onions aplenty.

Beaubien showed himself a 
true pace-setter in Chicago’s 
emerging hospitality industry by 

his willingness to go all out. He 
provided guests with Chicago’s 
very first entertainment review 
when he would pull out his fiddle, 
after vittles were served, filling 
the tavern-hotel with the sounds 
of lively tunes and sing-alongs at 
no extra charge. Chicago’s repu-
tation as a home for bubbling hos-
pitality and good value was well 
set in place.

New hotels and expanding ho-
tel accommodations appear to be 
growing all over town today not 
just in the downtown environs. 
The Robie Hotel at Milwaukee, 
North and Damen, in the grand, 
old Flat Iron Building, has reset 
the geographic clock for local 
neighborhood hotel fare. In the hip 
and artsy world of Wicker Park, a 
new urban terrain has been estab-
lished with its own quirky hipster 
version of elegance and élan.

Small boutique hotels are also 
the new order of the day. City 
Hall muscle has ensured that the 
hospitality industry remains an 
industry. Close monitoring of our 
urban hospitality seems heavy 
handed to some, but we must pro-
tect what we love. Chicago has al-
ways been about hospitality. Just 
ask the Everleigh Sisters, Ava and 
Minna. Aldermen Bathhouse John 
Coughlin and Hinkey Dink Kenna 

were famous for their sup-
port of the Everleigh girls. 
They could not have been 
successful without them. 

The aldermen also en-
sured that other busi-
ness leaders of their ward 
(when each ward had two 
aldermen), known to many 
as the levee, were well 
protected from the poking 
annoyance of law enforce-
ment. After all, we couldn’t 
have perfected the recipe 
for the “Mickey Finn,” 
here in Chicago, without 
the skilled “mixology” of 
local saloon keepers. 

All of this just goes to 
show that over history, 
Chicago’s dramatic beau-
ty and stimulating urban 
character has offered visi-
tors and tourists a wide 

array of treasures and pleasures 
that both expanded and numbed 
the mind. It was no accident that 
27 million people came to Chi-
cago in 1893 for the World’s Co-
lumbian Exhibition. We were on 
display for all the world to see. 
It proved to be the making of 
us. Seizing something that Mark 
Beaubien and Potter Palmer and 
Bathhouse John and Hinkey Dink 
and the Everleigh girls smelled in 
different generations of their own 
perfumed Chicago air. Prom-
ise. Success. And value for your 
dollar. A formula that has never 
changed. 

Our storied lakefront must 
look lovely from the window of 
a mighty Thunderbird F-16 Fight-

Lab Grown Genuine Diamonds

BigDiamondsUSA.com  312-795-1100

Eco Friendly, Conflict Free

30% Savings!

8740 Overlook Point, St. John    $849,900 
Perfectly posi�oned on a Lake-View lot in the 
exclusive Lake Hills 
Subdivision within St. 
John, Indiana. This 
home is an exquisite, 
overall masterpiece 
as it is embellished 
with the finest �mber 

elements truly highligh�ng it’s uniqueness. This 4 
bedroom, 3.5 bathroom home offering  com-
manding views rule this custom, open concept space brimming with   
magnificence. A premium kitchen with grandeur touches, 4 fireplaces, full 
finished walk-out basement as well as perfectly cra�ed features around 
every corner, this impeccable estate is a dream come true. Exterior     

features include a 3 car garage, 2 �ered deck, lush             
landscaping, ligh�ng and more.  

Don’t miss out on a rare opportunity to own over 
5000 finished square feet of absolute luxury! 

         Contact Gina G. today at              
 219-765-6698     gina@soldbygina.com     

   

lakefront see p. 12

What a lovely view our storied lakefront must be from the window of a mighty fighter jet. 
Courtesy of AF Thunderbirds



inside Publications august 29 - september 4, 2018 • 3

Heart of the ‘Hood
By Felicia Dechter

Back to school is bittersweet for this Grammy

It’s hard for me to believe that my five-
year-old granddaughter Jordie is starting 
kindergarten next week. This Grammy’s 
heart is breaking. My little girl is growing 
up too fast.  

Soon she will want to spend time with 
her friends rather than her grandpa and me, 
her life filled to the brim 
with activities and school 
work and way too many 
things to do. I want to cry. 

Thus far, she still enjoys 
coming over to my house. 
We play Crazy Eights and 
Fish. She and her little 
sister, Shannon, play with 
the toys they have here or 
they make gigantic couch 
pillow piles on the floor 
and jump off the stairs 
into them. They play with 
our rambunctious English 
bulldog Brucie, who loves 
to steal -- and of course eat 
-- their peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. 

But one of these days, I know that will 
all change, and that day will be here in 

the blink of an eye. I don’t want it to ever 
come. Seriously.

Even though she’s a big kindergartener 
now, I hope my Jordie will always stay 
close by my side. Forever and ever.  

When she starts school on Tuesday, I 
know a whole big new world will open 
up to Jordie.  I want her to love life and 
learning and yes, even school. I want her 
to experience all there is out there and most 
importantly, have fun. Lots of fun. 

Meanwhile, I’ll continue to cherish ev-
ery moment with my oldest granddaughter, 
who is a golden ray of sunshine in my life. 
And so true are the lyrics to “Sunrise Sun-
set,” which keep going round and round in 
my head. 

When did she get to be a beauty?
When did she grow to be so tall?
Wasn’t it yesterday when she was small?

Sunrise, sunset, sunrise, sunset,
Swiftly fly the years,
One season following 

another,
Laden with happiness 

and tears

Here’s hoping for a won-
derful school year for my 
Jordie, and all the other 
awesome kids out there. 

Saturday here in the 
park… it wasn’t the 4th 
of July but a decent crowd 
showed up for a special 
Water Safety Demonstra-
tion in Loyola Park last 

Saturday sponsored by Ald. Joe Moore 
[49th], the Chicago Fire Department’s 
[CFD] Sea Rescue Unit  and the C hicago 

Park District [CPD].
The CDC says drowning is the No. 1 

cause of injury death in kids up to four-
years-old. Attendees learned about how to 
be safe at the beach and around water and 
what to do when someone gets in trouble. 

The CFD demonstrated a  typical wa-
ter and fire rescue operation using one of 
its Bell 412 EP helicopters and its 92’ fire 
boat, the Christopher Wheatley, which can 
shoot out 17,000 gallons of water per min-
ute. T he department’s S cuba Team was 
also on hand to let people check out their 
rescue apparatus.

Ald. Moore said he hopes to make it an 
annual event for the community. He re-
quested the demonstration after the  tragic 
drowning of teenager Darihanne Torres in 
early July. Moore said he has since met 
with officials from the Fire and Police de-
partments and the park district to discuss 
how to make the beaches safer.

“I am in the process of assembling a 
broader  task force of city officials and 
water safety experts  to examine ideas for 

improving beach and lakefront safety and 
saving lives,” Moore said in an email to 
constituents. “The first meeting of the task 
force will take place in September with the 
goal of developing and implementing a set 
of safety proposals in time for the begin-
ning of next year’s beach season.” 

As someone who has for years lived 
steps from the beach, I applaud the alder-
man’s efforts. This has actually been a long 
time coming. Seems like every year, the 
rescue units are down here at the beach 
for one reason or another. For a beachfront 
neighborhood, this seems like a logical and 
extremely important thing to do. 

And there are other steps that have been 
taken too, Moore said. The CPD has added 
new “Swim Only When Lifeguards Are 
on Duty” signs to lifeguard perches. Red 
flags, which signify no swimming, are now 
left up on the lifeguard post and flag pole at 
beach closing. More flag poles have been 
installed. And the CPD is now posting 

Leone Beach lifeguard captain John Masters, right, of 
the Chicago Park District Aquatics Program Rescue 
Unit and Ron Dorneker, deputy district chief of the Fire 
Dept.’s Marine & Dive Operations.

school see p. 15

Lake Shore Drive  
Synagogue
Shomrei  Israel

The Traditional Synagogue  
on Chicago’s Near North Side

For Membership Information Call: 312-337-6811 or email: lsds70@yahoo.com

70 E. Elm Street, Chicago    www.lsds70.org

Affectionately called  
The Elm Street Shul, LSDS offers  

an environment of warmth  
and welcome to members  
of diverse backgrounds  

and various levels of observance.

Join our membership
this High Holiday Season 
for Inspirational Worship Services 
with our Distinguished Clergy

Rabbi Yechiel Eckstein
Cantor Noam Goodman

Membership includes tickets for all  
High Holy Days Services  
Offering a Choice of Seating
Men’s Section - Women’s Section - 
Mixed Seating Section

The Chicago Fire Dept.’s fire boat, the Christopher Wheat-
ley.                                             Photos by John Lamping

Ald. Joe Moore and members of the Chicago Fire Dept’s scuba rescue 
team.

FREE WORKSHOPS AND COACHING FOR 50+ JOBSEEKERS

It starts with a 
free workshop.
It ends with renewed 
confidence.

Our BACK TO WORK 50+ program offers free workshops on 
the strategies you need to compete for full-time, in-demand jobs. 
Workshop participants can also apply for our free coaching 
program offering skills training, job search guidance and more.

It all starts with the free workshop. Seating is limited, so please 
register today. Your call is toll free.

REGISTER FOR A FREE WORKSHOP

(855) 850-2525

Jordan Rose
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Condo-mania!
420 W. Belmont #8E, CORNER 1BR w/BALCONY  $169,900

420 W. Belmont #28F, Rehabbed 1BR    $149,900

300 N. State #2608, MARINA CITY 1BR   $219,900

3821 N. Narragansett # 2W, CORNER 2BR w/BALCONY  $119,900

Condomania!
3200 N. Lake Shore Drive  
Fantastic views from this large rehabbed corner 2 BR/2 BTH with balcony, 
in-unit washer/dryer.

3200 N. Lake Shore Drive
High floor 1 BR in full-service building with swimming pool.

3500 N. Lake Shore Drive, Unit 15D
Elegant 1920’s Co-Op waiting for further Restoration. This 2 bedroom + 
Den, 2 Full Bathrooms preferred unit has both East & West Exposures with 
outstanding Lake views. Wide Gallery Entry, leads you to Large Living Room 
with beautiful decorative Fireplace, Spacious Formal Dining Room. Space 
Pac A/C , and In-Unit Washer/Dryer Hookups.

SOLD

Michael F. Parish, Broker
773.770.7002

Hot July home market  
pushes median prices to $309K in Chicago

The Home Front 
By Don DeBat

Steamy July weather set me-
dian home prices afire in Chicago 
as existing units sold quickly at 
higher price points because of a 
scarcity of listings, reports the Il-
linois Realtors.

The city of Chicago saw year-
over-year home sales increase 
1.1% with 2,728 sales of single-
family homes, townhomes and 
condos in July, compared to 2,698 
units a year ago.

The median price of a home in 
the city of Chicago in July rose 3% 
to $309,000 up from $300,000 in 
July 2017. (The median is a typi-
cal market price where half the 
homes sold for more and half sold 
for less.) 

“This July outpaced the year-
ago month, with a higher number 

of the nation’s metro areas “des-
perately need more new and ex-
isting affordable housing inven-
tory.”  

In the nine-county Chicago 
Metro Area, July single-family 
home, townhome and condo sales 
totaled 11,473 units, down 0.5% 
from sales of 11,534 units in July 

of 2017. The median price in July 
was $252,000 in the Chicago 
Metro Area, an increase of 1.8% 
from $247,500 in July of 2017.

Statewide, a total of 16,007 
homes, townhomes and condos 
were sold in July, up 0.1% from 
15,999 units in July of 2017.

The statewide median price in 
July was $214,900, up 2.3% from 
July of 2017, when the median 
price was $210,000.

Sales and price information 
are generated by Multiple List-
ing Service closed sales reported 
by 27 participating Illinois Real-
tor  local boards and associations 
including data from Midwest 
Real Estate Data, LLC.

“The flattening of sales in July 
points to sustained, chronic short-
ages in housing inventory in many 
of the state’s markets,” said Matt 
Difanis, president of the Illinois 
Realtors.

“This relative lack of homes 
for sale in certain price bands is 
a continuation of the market dy-
namics which have been in place 
throughout 2018, and there’s no 
immediate reason to expect a 
sudden departure from this in the 
near term for buyers and sellers,” 
Difanis said.

The time it took to sell a home 
statewide in July averaged just 44 
days, down from 47 days a year 
ago. Available inventory state-
wide totaled 59,777 homes for 
sale, a 5.5% decline from 63,224 
homes in July of 2017.

“Inventory on the market con-
tinues to fall in both Chicago and 
Illinois while pending sales con-
tinue to show strong increases,” 
noted Geoffrey J.D. Hewings, a 
Univ. of Illinois economist.

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat 
is co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.

Jacuzzis, Sinks & Vanities
Kitchen Cabinets

- Remodeling & Restaurant Supply -

CALL 773-772-0808

A-A SALVAGE
Plumbing Liquidation 

TRUCKS & TRAILERS: 1994 Kenworth W900 Dump Truck: Twin Screw-Cat Motor, 1998
Trail Boss Tip Trailer:  3 Tandem Axles.26' Deck, 1979 Vermeer 2 Axle Tip Trailer. 14' Deck.
EXCAVATOR & EQUIPMENT: YanMar Excavator B-7: Cab-4 Cylinder Diesel- Knuckle
Boom, J.C.B. Backhoe-4x4 Hyd. Bucket-Blade, 1990 Ingersoll-Rand Compressor, 4' Lawn
Roller, Rotor Tiller, Small Electric Cement Mixer, Ground Driven Manure Spreader, Hyd
Under Ground 4" auger & much more!

LORENZ AUCTIONS & REAL ESTATE
708-421-0074 - www.lorenzauctions.com

COYNE SEWER & WATER AUCTION
SATURDAY, SEPT. 15TH, 10:30 AM 24809 S. HARLEM AVE., MONEE, IL

Please Call for Assistance

773.472.6300
1458 W. Belmont Ave., Chicago, IL 60657

www.lakeviewfuneralhome.com

When a Life was Lived Well
Create a Service that

“Honors the Life”

“Honoring the Life” est. 1882

Se Habla Espanol and Expanded Facilities and Fully Accessible

of closed sales, further contribut-
ing to the shrinking pool of in-
ventory,” said Rebecca Thomson, 
principal of Thomson Real Estate 
Group and president of the Chi-
cago Assoc. of Realtors.

“The summer market has some 
staying power, and if July’s num-
bers are any indication, in the 
future buyers should expect a 
competitive market with fewer 
options, limited time to make de-
cisions and steadily increasing 
prices,” Thomson predicted.

A recent decline in home-loan 
rates recently gave the existing 
home and condo market a lift, ex-
perts said.

In August, mortgage rates de-
creased for three straight weeks, 
pushing home-loan interest charg-
es to their lowest level since mid-
April, reported Freddie Mac’s Pri-
mary Mortgage Market Survey.

On Aug. 23, lenders were 
charging 4.51% on benchmark 
30-year fixed home loans, down 
from 4.53% a week earlier. A year 
ago at this time, the 30-year fixed 
loans averaged 3.86%.

Fifteen-year fixed home loans 
averaged 3.98% on Aug, 23, down 
from 4.01% a week earlier. A year 
ago at this time, the 15-year fixed 
loans averaged 3.16%.

Chicago-area lenders were 
charging a range of 4.255% to 
4.610% on 30-year fixed-rate 
mortgages on Aug. 23, reported 
rateSeeker.com.  

Sam Khater, Freddie Mac’s 
chief economist, agreed that many 

The city of Chicago saw year- over-year home sales increase 1.1% in 2018 
with 2,728 sales of single- family homes, condos and townhouses in July.

Now is your chance to 
tour some of the Far North 
Side’s historic homes when 
the Rogers Park/West Ridge 
Historical Society will be 
hosting its annual house 
walk noon to 4 p.m. Sunday, 
Sept. 9.

The tour starts at Warren 
Park, 6601 N. Western, and 
will focus on the Talman 
West Ridge Historic Bun-
galow District. See classic 
Chicago bungalows dating 
to the post-WWI building 
boom that transformed West 
Ridge from a sparsely-pop-
ulated farming community 
to a growing residential area 
on the far edge of Chicago. 
Tickets are $25 for histori-
cal society members; $30 
for non-members.

To register or for more 
information call 773-764-
4078 or visit the Historical 
Society at 7363 N. Green-
view Ave.

Historical  
Society  

house walk  
Sept. 9

classifieds sell
Call 773-465-9700
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By Noddy A. Fernandez
Cook County Record, and 
Alejandra Cancino, BGA

The Better Government Assoc. [BGA] 
is suing the city of Chicago, alleging the 
Mayor’s Office has refused to provide re-
quested records concerning the proposed 
development of a high speed rail line to 
O’Hare International Airport.

The BGA filed a complaint on Aug. 10 
in Cook County Circuit Court, against the 
Mayor’s Office and Chicago Infrastructure 
Trust for an alleged violation of the Illinois 
Freedom of Information Act.

Before Chicago, billionaire Elon Musk 
sought to plant a futuristic tunnel transport 
under the streets of Culver City, CA. The 
suburb on the western edge of Los Angeles 
balked because officials couldn’t get de-
tails about safety, environmental impacts 
and financing.

“They just want us to say ‘yes’ because 
we are dazzled by the glitter and the bright-
ness of what they’ve accomplished in the 
past or who they are,” said Mayor Thomas 
Small. “If there is a way to move forward 
and if we see how it could work and it’s 
demonstrated it can work — the Elon Musk 
tunnel system — we would love to see it, 
but we have to be vigilant.”

The BGA asserted it had requested docu-
ments from the city on June 15 regarding 
evaluations of responses, policies, pro-
cedures and other records of the O’Hare 
Express System Project for express trans-
portation service between downtown and 
O’Hare International Airport. 

Mayor Rahm Emanuel is undeterred, 
even though details about a similar system 
Musk proposes for Chicago appear every 
bit as murky. 

In June, Emanuel and Musk appeared 

Better Government Assoc. says mayor withholding 
documents related to O’Hare Express project

Demand for disclosure  
of public records behind its  
$1 billion deal with Musk

together to roll out their vision for a new 
underground express to whisk travelers 
over the roughly 15 miles from the Loop 
to O’Hare International Airport in 12 min-
utes. The plan would be fast-tracked with 
as-yet-untested digging equipment and a 
new electric rail system moving at speeds 
exceeding 100 miles per hour.

The biggest questions center on Musk, 
the celebrity entrepreneur behind the 
electric car maker Tesla and the reusable 
rocket company SpaceX, who keeps burn-
ing through cash and project deadlines at 
both.

Throw in Chicago’s knack of rushing into 
projects with little debate or opposition in 
a rubber stamp city council, no public in-
put or a cost benefit analysis and taxpayers 
may be in for another boondoggle like the 
sale of Chicago’s parking meters.

Just this month, after yet another in a 
string of huge quarterly losses at Tesla, 
Musk declared on Twitter he was thinking 
of taking the company private. The uncon-
ventional handling of the announcement 
drove a temporary spike in Tesla public 
stock prices, an inquiry into Musk’s behav-
ior by the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, and a shareholder lawsuit.

Enter Mayor Emanuel, who wants to pull 
off the next Chicago engineering feat using 
the visionary but mercurial businessman 
with a cool-factor fan base, a famously 
short fuse and a spotty record of accom-
plishment who touts technology never be-
fore used or even tested.

The BGA claims it was denied the re-
quest as defendants claimed they were un-
able to identify the documents that detailed 
the criteria used to select the winning proj-
ect proposal or the criteria used to created 
the project without an “undue burden.” As 
a rationale for the rejection, the city said 
such records were “pre-decisional,” mean-
ing no deal with Musk had been finalized 
even though Emanuel publicly declared it 
a done deal. 

The BGA is asking the court to order the 
city to produce the requested records, and 
pay their attorneys’ fees, costs, and other 
relief. 

So far at least, the plans of Musk and 
Emanuel have unearthed more questions 
than excavated soil. They include tim-

ing, liability, geological unknowns and 
even market demand for such a service to 
O’Hare, which already has a roughly 45-
minute commuter train ride to the airport.

History is also a factor. High-speed rail 
plans have been floated and fizzled for 
decades in the U.S. — including Chicago, 
which has already spent more than $250 
million under former Mayor Richard M. 
Daley on an underground super station in 
the Loop for an express train to O’Hare. 
The station was abandoned incomplete and 
work on the express never started.

A swirl of unresolved issues surrounds 
the city’s new partnership with Musk, who 
says he can start digging by year’s end and 

get the system, dubbed “X” by the mayor, 
up and running in as little as 18 months. 
That statement may have more to do with 
the upcoming mayoral election than reality 
would suggest. Even the head of the Eman-
uel’s Chicago Infrastructure Trust, which 
helped green-light Musk’s venture, pegged 
a realistic timetable at four years.

Emanuel dismissed skeptics when pep-
pered with questions at the June announce-
ment. “It’s easy to be a critic or a cynic,” 
the mayor said. “What jobs do they pro-
duce? What economic growth do they pro-
duce?”

Musk told the gathering that Chicago’s 
streamlined bureaucracy attracted him 
to the city, a pronouncement that elicited 
laughter from the assembled reporters 
gathered at a somewhat ironic location — 
that long abandoned subway station project 
beneath Block 37 in the heart of the Loop.

Musk told the gathering that 
Chicago’s streamlined  

bureaucracy attracted him to 
the city, a pronouncement that 

elicited laughter from the  
assembled reporters gathered 
at a somewhat ironic location 

— that long abandoned subway 
station project beneath Block 
37 in the heart of the Loop.

Free Admission Days to the Pritzker 
Military Museum, 104 S. Michigan Ave., 
are coming up on both September 11 
and 18.

In remembrance of the anniversary 
of 9/11 and in honor of the birthday 
of the United States Air Force, the mu-
seum will be free and open both days 
from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Military Museum  
free days  

coming up

T I CKETS  ON  SALE  NOW!
PRE-BROADWAY WORLD PREMIERE · 5 WEEKS ONLY! SEPT. 11–OCT. 14

TOOTSIE   Music & Lyrics By DAVID YAZBEK   Book By ROBERT HORN
Based on the Story by DON McGUIRE and LARRY GELBART and the COLUMBIA PICTURES Motion Picture

Choreographed by DENIS JONES   Directed by SCOTT ELLIS

800-775-2000 · GROUPS 10+ 312-977-1710
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The Peoples Church  
of Chicago
Sunday Worship 10 am
941 W. Lawrence 773-784-6633
www.peopleschurchchicago.org

Queen of Angels  
Catholic Church
Sunday Mass 8, 9:30, 11am & 
12:30pm
Weekday Mass  Mon - Fri 8:30am
Saturday Mass 9am - 5pm
2330 W. Sunnyside

SUNDAY
10 am Worship  

& Sunday School
William Pareja, Pastor

2132 West Addison Street 
Chicago

(773) 248-5893
www.asccChicago.org

Sunday Service 9:30am
Adult Forum 10:45am

Sunday Church School 10:45am

Ravenswood United  
Church of Christ
10:30 am Worship, Sunday School
2050 W. Pensacola
773 -549-5472

OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor

Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer   10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place  

(Nursery through 5th Grade)
Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer 

7:30 pm Bible Study

Open Arms United 
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

817 Grace St.   773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING

OAUWCChicago.org

Want to see Your Church in this Weekly Feature?

Call Cindy at 618-201-3622 
or email c789amadio@gmail.com

1709 W. Cornelia Ave.
773-248-3142

corneliainformation@gmail.com
corneliabaptistchurch.com

Sundays Fellowship  
Breakfast 9 a.m.

Childrenʼs Study 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Kids 
of Faith Bible Club 7 p.m.

Sunday Morning Service 
10:00am

Sunday Evening Service 
5:00pm

TMC Communities (Sunday School) 
8:30am & 11:30am

Wednesday Prayer Meeting
6:45pm

1635 N LaSalle | Chicago IL 60614
312.327.8600 | www.moodychurch.org

1500 W. Elmdale Avenue 
(773) 743-1820 

www.immanuelchicago.org

A LIVING SANCTUARY  
OF HOPE AND GRACE

Join Us  
for Summer Worship

Silent Prayer  
10:10-10:25 a.m.

Worship 10:30 a.m.
(Childcare Provided)

Coffee Hour on the Lawn 
11:45 a.m.

Parking at Senn High School

Board of Ed wants more time  
to develop gifted school programs

By Jim Vail

The old days when children 
could skip a grade because 
they’re too damn bright could be 
coming back. A new law entitled 
the Accelerated Placement Act is 
forcing schools to better serve its 
gifted students.

The Chicago Public Schools 
[CPS] asked for a one-year exten-
sion to develop gifted programs 
in more schools outside the mag-
net or selected enrollment schools 
after Illinois passed the new law.

The law requires Illinois dis-
tricts to identify students who are 
gifted and put programs in place 
that will challenge them. The law 
states that the parents of a student 
identified to participate in an ac-
celerated placement program will 
be provided a written plan detail-
ing the type of acceleration the 
child will receive and strategies 
to support the child.

Those supports could include 
offering a child to start kindergar-
ten or first grade early, skipping 
a whole grade (which was once 
common practice many years 
ago) and providing advance sup-
port for a child in one subject.

CPS told the nonprofit school 
and education news organization 

Chalkbeat it needs one year to 
“allow us more time to thought-
fully develop and execute” a plan 
to comply with the new law.

Illinois has fallen behind other 
states when it comes to serv-
ing gifted students. In 2017 only 
33% of high-poverty schools in 
this state offered gifted programs, 
lower than the national average of 
69%, Chalkbeat reported.

Low income students are usu-
ally underrepresented in gifted 
programs because parents can’t 
pay for classes or enrichment 
activities outside schools, while 
wealthier parents read to their 
children at a much earlier age 
which helps advance language 
development.

Students in Chicago can test 
into competitive academic centers, 
classical schools and other gifted 
programs. There are 13 Regional 
Gifted Centers here, including 
three designed for students whose 
first language is Polish, Russian 
or Spanish (Greeley, Orozco and 
Pulawski), three centers that are 
full-site centers, meaning all stu-
dents in school are gifted (Edi-
son, Keller and Lenart), and 10 
regional gifted centers housed in 
neighborhood schools (Beaubien, 
Bell, Carnegie, Coonley, Gree-
ley, Orozco, Pritzker, Pulaski and 
South Loop) – National Teachers 
Academy also housed a gifted 
program but was closed. 

None of these schools offering 
gifted services have attendance 
boundaries and admission testing 
is required. 

While magnet and selective 
enrollment schools use socioeco-
nomic factors to determine ad-
mission, gifted programs do not, 
and as a result most come from 
middle-class families. While 
there is no scientific definition of 
“giftedness,” middle-class chil-
dren who have more learning and 
enrichment opportunities usually 
have advantages in selective ad-
missions.

Studies documenting the gifted 
gap find that while white students 
in Chicago make up only 10% of 
the district, 25% occupy gifted 
seats, while Hispanic students 
who comprise 46% of total CPS 

students, occupy the same percent 
in elementary gifted programs.

While the fight for special edu-
cation services has been burning 
in the city, the problem for gift-
ed students has not been as well 
documented. The lack of gifted 
programs results in students who 
are chronically under-challenged 
in their classes, get bored and un-
derachieve or even drop out.

But students who are supported 
are more likely to track into ad-
vanced classes in high school and 
graduate from college.

The fight for more schools to 
better serve advanced students has 
been controversial. Parents have 
asked why the city is now building 
new schools in areas where there 
are under-enrolled surrounding 
neighborhood schools, and stu-
dents are traveling longer hours 
just to attend a better school. 

Some students at Lane Tech 
High School, a magnet school at 
Addison St. and Western Ave., 
have discovered that they would 
be having lunch at 9:50 a.m. in 
order to accommodate an influx 
of more students enrolled in the 
school. The students started a 
petition to protest the schedule 
change.

Some neighborhood high 
schools (Lincoln Park High 
School, Amundsen, Senn) with 
no admissions have International 
Baccalaureate programs to ac-
commodate high achieving stu-
dents who do not attend a magnet 
high school.

Magnet / Magnet Cluster 
Schools

A magnet school  is a spe-
cialized school that focuses its 
curriculum on one particular 
subject area, such as math/sci-
ence, humanities, Montessori, 
or world language.  Most ele-
mentary magnet schools do not 
have attendance boundaries.

A magnet cluster school  is 
a specialized neighborhood 
school – it has a neighborhood 
attendance boundary. Magnet 
cluster schools also focus their 
curriculum on one of four sub-
ject areas: fine and performing 
arts,  world language, technol-
ogy, or International Baccalau-
reate Primary or Middle Years.
Gifted Schools & Programs

The Selective Enrollment 
Elementary Schools (SEES) 
are founded on the principle 
that all students are entitled to 
equal opportunity to develop in 
relationship to their abilities. A 
citywide network of program 
models and services is avail-
able to modify, supplement, 
and support the standard school 
program in order to challenge 
children identified as gifted and 
talented. These are students 
who consistently demonstrate 
superior general reasoning 
ability and/or potential to excel 
in a specific academic, creative 
or artistic areas.

SEES consist of Regional 
Gifted Centers, Regional Gifted 
Centers for English Learners, 
Classical Schools, Academic 
Centers, and the International 
Gifted Program.

Comprehensive Gifted Pro-
grams (CGP) and Specific Apti-
tude Programs (SAP) are with-
in-school programs designed 
for academically advanced 
students. They are housed in 
designated magnet, magnet 
cluster, and open enrollment 
schools. CGP serve students in 
grades 1-8 in all subjects. SAP 

What do the terms mean?…
are pullout programs in specific 
subject areas, for specific grade 
levels.
International Baccalaureate 
(IB) Programs

Primary Years Program 
(PYP) is a program in inquiry 
designed to meet the personal, 
social, and educational needs 
of students aged between three 
and 12 years in grades PreK-5. 
It is a flexible curriculum 
framework that allows for na-
tional, regional, and local re-
quirements to be met.

Middle Years Program 
(MYP) is a program of inter-
national education designed 
to help students in grades six 
through 10 develop the knowl-
edge, understanding, attitudes 
and skills necessary to partici-
pate actively and responsibly in 
a changing world.

International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Program (DP): The 
DP is a comprehensive and 
challenging pre-university pro-
gram for academically motivat-
ed students in grades 11 and 12. 
The Program is widely recog-
nized throughout the globe for 
its high academic standards.

IB Career-related Program 
(CP): The IB CP is designed for 
students in grades 11 and 12. It 
incorporates the educational 
principles, vision and learner 
profile of the IB into a unique 
offering that specifically ad-
dresses the needs of students 
who wish to engage in career 
related education.
Advanced Placement (AP) 
Programs

The Advanced Placement 
Program offers students the op-
portunity to gain college-level 
skills and earn college credit 
while still in high school. AP 
courses follow specific course 
guidelines developed and pub-
lished by the College Board.

Illinois has fallen  
behind other states when 
it comes to serving gifted 

students. In 2017 only 
33% of high-poverty 
schools in this state  

offered gifted programs, 
lower than the national 

average of 69%.

Auditions  
Sept. 9 for  

The Nutcracker
Aspiring young dancers 

and theatrical performers, 
ages 9 to 18, from Chicago-
land and surrounding areas 
are invited to audition for a 
role in The Joffrey Ballet’s 
The Nutcracker to be pre-
sented in 29 performances, 
Dec. 1 - 30.

Auditions will be held 
Sept. 9, 1:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m. 
at The Joffrey Tower, 10 E. 
Randolph St., 4th floor.

The Nutcracker will be 
performed at the Audito-
rium Theatre of Roosevelt 
University during the 125th 
anniversary year of the Chi-
cago World’s Fair.

For more information visit 
www.joffrey.org/nutcracker. 
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NOW PLAYING THRU NOV 4!

“Could not be MORE FUN 

or CHARMING to watch!” 

 

- Chris Jones, Critic’s Choice, 

Chicago Tribune

“BEST AVENUE Q 
TO DATE!” - Hedy Weiss, 

Chicago Sun-Times

EXTENDED BY POPULAR DEMAND

#AvenueQChi

773.325.1700 
mercurytheaterchicago.com

3745 N. Southport Ave

Photos and Story  
By Sheila Swann

This guy’s saying that guy’s an idiot and 
she’s on the right he’s on the left and every-
body’s screaming and yelling at each other 
and calling each other jerks, it’s a party.*

Are you desperately seeking civility 
these days?

Stuck on a bus in traffic, got yelled at 
by the boss, car towed or had your bike 
swiped? 

So your life at this moment is not exactly 
a tea party, right?

Then get on down to The Drake Hotel, 
140 E. Walton St., step through the front 
door, up the stairs to the first landing and 
look down and read “Aquila non capit 
muscas” on the carpet.

This is The Drake Hotel’s motto and it 
translates from Latin to “an eagle doesn’t 
catch flies.”

In ancient Rome, eagles were considered 
majestic animals; and we all know flies are 
a nuisance, the Romans considered them 
insignificant. Therefore the proverb im-
plies that people of high rank (the eagle) 

won’t have the time or patience to deal 
with trifling matters (the flies.)

Ponder that motto as you continue up the 
stairs and turn left at the flowers. It’s time 
for Afternoon Tea.

Afternoon Tea at the Palm Court has 
been a tradition at The Drake Hotel for 
nearly a century. The hotel has welcomed 
some of the world’s most prominent guests 
such as Princess Diana, Queen Elizabeth, 
the Empress of Japan, Winston Churchill, 
Joe DiMaggio and Marilyn Monroe, Elea-
nor Roosevelt, Walt Disney, and a host of 
U.S. presidents including Ronald Reagan.

That is some pretty civilized company to 
be in as you sit down to enjoy an afternoon 
in a beautiful room by the ambient fountain 
as a harpist strums, and you choose from 
the Palais des Thes, featuring a selection of 
17 premium teas.

Sparkling wine, Prosecco, Kir Royal, 
bellinis and mimosas are also available.

As is customary, a tier of savory finger 
sandwiches, English scones, mini lemon 
poppyseed loaf and assorted delicious 
sweets will arrive at your table.

Sit back and breathe deep, rest your wea-
ry bones, and mind, and slowly drink in the 
civilized atmosphere.

Let the car sit at Lincoln Towing, and 

let your boss leave voicemails on your cell 
phone, at least for an hour or two, as you 
take comfort in fine tea and finger foods.

Ladies, be sure to stop in the Palm Court 
Ladies Room too, as it often lands on lists 
of America’s Best Public Restrooms. Your 
boss surely won’t look there and you will 
enjoy the moment. 

After tea, you may choose to not end the 
bliss just yet and try a different kind of re-
storative: the Coq D’or Executive Martini.

You don’t really want to go back to work, 
do you? 

The Coq D’or was the second establish-
ment in Chicago to obtain a liquor license, 

following the 1933 repeal of Prohibition 
(the first was the Berghoff, in case you’re 
wondering).

In this dark and cozy room with wood 
paneling and leather, you can just feel all 
the deals - big and small - that have gone 
down in this room over the decades.

This is where you get a bowl of the fa-
mous Bookbinders Red Snapper Soup ac-
companied by a crystal decanter of sherry.

Indulge in lobster deviled eggs, mussels, 
crab cakes and steak with frites.

While the Executive Martini is their 
signature drink, you might prefer the Coq 
D’or Apertif (Nolet’s Silver Gin, sweet 
vermouth and pink grapefruit bitter) or the 
Scofflaw (Templeton Rye 6 yr. whiskey, 
dry vermouth, lemon and pomegranate).

The Drake Hotel also has its own brand-
ed rye whiskey curated in conjunction with 
award-winning local distillery FEW Spir-
its.

If you really like whiskey, you can join 
Whiskey Business, which holds four an-
nual gatherings to taste exclusive high-
end batches and you can also enjoy perks 
throughout the year. It’s simple and 100% 
complimentary to join.

The Drake Hotel approaches its Centennial
Desperately seeking civility

centennial see p. 8

Known for its legendary traditional Afternoon Tea, Palm Court at 
The Drake Hotel boasts majesty and luxury.

Afternoon Tea at the Palm Court is held from 1:00 p.m.-4:30 
p.m., Wednesday through Sunday. The iconic Drake Hotel sign went from neon to LED in 2013.

The Drake Hotel’s motto is “Aquila non capit 
muscas” and it translates from Latin to “an 
eagle doesn’t catch flies.”
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The Quality Cleaners

773-348-5510 • 3000 N. Broadway

We clean boots
We can clean  

and sanitize UGG® 
boots and other 

brandname  
sheepskin fashion 

footwear

If you hadn’t caught that ear-
lier reference, Whiskey Business 
is a play on words as the movie 
Risky Business (1983) has a 
memorable scene that was shot 
at the lovely Drake Hotel, thanks 
to writer, director and Chicagoan 
Paul Brickman.

For the hop lovers note there 
is a decent handful of very good 
craft beers available.

Alright, so things are feeling 
pretty good about now and you’re 
thinking to yourself, “I love The 
Drake.”

Well, why stop now? Why not 
check in for the night, or week-

end? See how far you can take 
this civilized thing and how long 
you can hide from your boss and 
the Lincoln Park Pirates.

With a solid reputation for 
luxury with 535 guest rooms and 
74 suites, you might as well stay, 
especially after you order your 
second martini. It’s close to all 
the action downtown, close to the 
beach, just a hop, skip and jump 
to all the shopping, offers great 
views and who knows, you could 
end up staying in the same room 
that DiMaggio and Monroe or 
Taraji P. Henson has stayed in.

There is live music, salsa danc-
ing and history tours to take and 
great views to enjoy here on the 

centennial from p. 7

corner of Walton St. and Michi-
gan Ave. You might as well live 
it up.

Seriously, sometimes when the 
world is wearing you down, you 
just gotta say “What the f#*k. 
Make your move.”

Most residents of Chicago 
rarely spend time in downtown 
hotels or, more importantly, visit 
the jewel of a hotel on Boul Mich, 
that stunning building that most 
every North Sider proudly glances 
up at while driving south on Lake 
Shore Dr. approaching the “S” 
curve at the Michigan Ave. exit.

The Drake Hotel offers several 
enticing packages to help you en-
joy your stay.  

Settle in and take a tour through 
the history of The Drake with 
Amy Verdon. Learn of the celeb-
rity and royalty that have stayed 
there, learn of the secret passage 
that the Secret Service discov-
ered while checking out the place 
for President (then Sen.) Barack 
Obama’s visit. A secret passage 
that dates far back in the history 
of Chicago and forgotten about 
for decades.

Visit the Princess Diana Suite, 
which she stayed in during her 
3-day 1996 visit to Chicago. And 
don’t think about her early death; 
but think about what she expe-
rienced here, and what a classic 
view of Chicago she had in this 
suite. Even for locals it is always 

a view worth seeing, even for a 
moment.

The tour is fun and informa-
tive and gives you a glimpse into 
the storied and opulent life of this 
iconic hotel that opened on New 
Year’s Eve in 1920 and soon dis-
tinguished itself as high society’s 
destination, and it hasn’t stopped 
yet. 

While the iconic Cape Cod 
Room is sadly now gone … there 
may soon be a new reason to head 
to the north end, street level of 
the hotel again as ‘the place to be 
seen.’ 

Still on view is the old Cape 
Cod Room’s world famous 
wooden counter, yes, the bar. The 
one DiMaggio and Monroe sat at 
and laughed over drinks as they 
carved their initials into the wood 
in 1952 as newlyweds. One many 
others have also carved in since 
then.

There is living history here, 
The Drake Hotel is a member of 
the Historic Hotels of America, 
it is on the National Register of 
Historic Places and is recognized 
as a building of architectural sig-
nificance. Not bad for Ben Mar-
shall, a self-taught architect, who 
conceptualized the hotel and had 
John B. Drake and Tracey Corey 
Drake finance the project back in 
1919.

Luckily for Chicago, Hilton In-
ternational acquired the Drake in 

1980 and made all the necessary 
restorations to keep the hotel in 
tip-top shape.

Perhaps in a year or two we will 
hear about a grand celebration for 
The Drake Hotel as it celebrates a 
solid century, a grand feat we can 
all raise a glass to.

Perhaps in a year or two we 
won’t all be yelling and scream-
ing at each other and calling each 
other jerks, maybe we’ll be ok, 
maybe we will all feel a bit more 
civilized. It’s a party.

Maybe?
In the meantime, Aquila non 

capit muscas.

*Lyrics from “Who Cares,”  
The Roches.

The Drake has accumulated guest book signatures of Queen Elizabeth, Prince Phillip of England, King Hussein of Jordan, Nehru of 
India, Winston Churchill, Eleanor Roosevelt, Presidents Herbert Hoover, Dwight Eisenhower, Gerald Ford, and many celebrities such 
as Charles Lindbergh, Walt Disney and Elizabeth Taylor. Pictured above are the signatures of Pres. Ronald Reagan (left) from before 
and after he became President of the United States, President Mary Robinson of Ireland and (right) Princess Diana.A vintage advert for The Drake Hotel.

(Left) A vintage post card from The Drake Hotel. (Above) Inside Coq D’or, the historic 1930s 
cocktail bar in the Drake Hotel.

This Wyvern, a mythical winged 
dragon with no back legs, is from 
the coat of arms for the Drake family 
and stands guard at the front doors 
of the hotel.

Most residents of Chicago rarely spend time  
in downtown hotels or, more importantly,  

visit the jewel of a hotel on Boul Mich,  
that stunning building that most every North Sider 

proudly glances up at while driving south  
on Lake Shore Dr. approaching the “S” curve  

at the Michigan Ave. exit.
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By Patrick Butler

Chicago’s own Barbara Har-
ris – who died of lung cancer last 
week at 82 in an Arizona hospice – 
might never have gone into show 
business if she hadn’t asked Mike 
Nichols what was going into the 
former Chinese restaurant on the 
block where she lived.

As Nichols recalled in a Life 
magazine article years later, he 
said they were turning the place 
into a theater and asked if she 
wanted to be a performer.

Without batting an eye, she 
said yes and ended up as one of 
the Compass Players which a few 
years later morphed into the North 
Side’s legendary Second City the-
ater, where she appeared in her 
first comedy sketch on Dec. 16, 
1959. Since then she maintained 
her status as one of the founders 
of modern improv with a substan-
tial career onscreen and onstage. 

“Second City was a place where 
if you died, you really died. But it 
gave you a chance to try. It was a 
great place to learn,” Harris once 
told the Los Angeles Times, who 
gave very few media interviews 
in her lifetime.

By 1961 she had moved to New 
York and into the movies where 
she made her screen debut four 
years later with “A Thousand 
Clowns.” 

She got nominated for an Os-
car in 1971 for her work in Who 
is Harry Kellerman and Why is 
He Saying Those Terrible Things 
About Me?, eventually earning 
plaudits from the likes of fellow 
actress Lily Tomlin who described 
herself as “the hugest of Barbara 

Second City Alum Barbara Harris.            Image courtesy The Second City

Old Town native Harris helped create  
North Side’s legendary Second City

Harris fans. I thought she was so 
stunning and original.”

During the 1970s and ‘80s, Har-
ris worked in films like “Freaky 

Friday” with Jodie Foster and 
“Movie, Movie,” “The North Av-
enue Irregulars,” “Nashville” and 
“The Seduction of Joe Tynan” 
with “M*A*S*H’s” Alan Alda, 
who played a U.S. senator caught 
dallying with a younger woman, 
portrayed by Meryl Streep.

By the early 1990s, Harris was 
back in Chicago, appearing in 
“Prelude to a Kiss” at the Wel-
lington Avenue Theater under the 
direction of her old friend, Shel-
don Patinkin, an early improve 
director and teacher who accord-

ing to some reports helped Harris 
through much of her career.

Among Harris’ last films were 
“Peggy Sue Got Married” in 1986, 
playing the mother of Kathleen 
Turner, and “Dirty Rotten Scoun-
drels” and “Grosse Point Blank.” 
Alfred Hitchcock fans will recall 
her part in “Family Plot.”

She returned to show business 
in 2005, playing “The Queen” on 
Radio Repertory Company and 
“Anne Manx,”  which aired on 
XM Sattelite Radio.

As her final curtain drew near, 
Harris remained “restless and hi-
larious to the end,” said longtime 
friend and improve pioneer Char-
na Helperin. Recalling how Har-
ris once asked a hospice nurse in a 
moment of frustration: “What am 
I supposed to do, just wait here 
and die?”

The day after her death, Ed As-
ner, another longtime friend from 
Second City days, offered this fi-
nal farewell.

“Good night sweet lady. You 
were a force.”

MAN-JO-VINS
JUST  GOOD  FOOD

HOT DOGS   ITALIAN BEEF   HAMBURGERS   
FRESH CUT FRIES   ICE CREAM & SHAKES

hours: 
Tuesday-Friday: 11 a.m.-8 p.m.

Sat. & Sun.: 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Closed Mondays

Established 1953
3224 N. Damen Ave.  
at Damen & Melrose

773-935-0727

The next expo will be at Tru-
man College 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 8. The expos are 
free and open to the public.

Keynote Speaker will be Josh 
Deth, C hairman of the Party at 
Revolution Brewing in Chicago’s 
Logan Square neighborhood. 
Revolution Brewing operates 
two facilities, an award-winning 
brewpub and a production brew-
ery growing by leaps and bounds. 
After landing his first brewery 
job cleaning kegs at age 20, Josh 
spent three years at Goose Island 
Beer Company before launching 
Revolution Brewing in 2010.

Attendees can seek free assis-
tance from business consultants 
to begin the licensing process. 
Resources on procurement, finan-
cial, insurance, consumer infor-
mation, and learn how to perfect 
an ‘elevator pitch.’

Free one-on-one counseling 
sessions are provided, and a free 
law clinic with legal advice and 
support are provided. No reserva-
tions are required. A networking 
hour will be held from 1-2 p.m.

Small 
business expo 

Sept. 8

The day after her death, 
Ed Asner, another long-
time friend from Second 

City days, offered  
this final farewell.

“Good night sweet lady. 
You were a force.”

The next meeting of the North-
town Garden Society will be held 
7 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 6 at War-
ren Park, 6601 N. Western.

At the meeting, the guest 
speaker will be Julie Peterson, a 
member of the local North Branch 
Restoration Project. She will dis-
cuss local seed saving projects, 
such as the Peterson Garden Proj-
ect, as well as the International 
Seed Freedom movement.

For more information visit 
www.northtowngardensociety.
org.

Northtown 
Garden Society 
meeting Sept. 6

Interested students third grade 
and up are invited to audition for 
the Rogers Park Neighborhood 
Choir at the New Singer Day 
events. The auditions will be start 
at 4:15 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 5 
and Monday, Sept. 10, at Indian 
Boundary Park, 2500 W. Lunt.

The Chicago Children’s Choir 
aims to provide singers with the 
opportunity to learn about other 
languages and cultures while 
making friends and performing 
throughout the city. For more in-
formation, visit ccchoir.org/join/
auditions or call 312-849-8300.

Children’s choir 
hosting auditions
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www.callchoicejanitorial.com
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Perlman to perform at DePaul Nov. 11
Music school plans some 40 events over 11 days to celebrate new performance center

Internationally acclaimed per-
formers, including violin virtuoso 
Itzhak Perlman, soprano Ana 
María Martínez, trumpet master 
Nicholas Payton, solo percus-
sionist Evelyn Glennie and Or-
pheus Chamber Orchestra, will 
headline an 11-day music festival 
this November to celebrate the 
new Holtschneider Performance 
Center on DePaul University’s 
Lincoln Park Campus.

Named for the university’s 
most recent former president 
— the Rev. Dennis H. Holtsch-
neider, C.M. — the new 185,000-
square-foot performance center in 
DePaul’s School of Music is set 
to open for classes and concerts 
this fall. It will house the 505-seat 
Mary Patricia Gannon Concert 
Hall, the 75-seat Mary A. Dump-
sey and Philip H. C orboy Jazz 
Hall, the 140-seat Murray and 
Michele A llen Recital Hall, the 
80-seat Brennan Family Recital 
Hall, as well as state of the art 
teaching studios and rehearsal 
spaces.

“The Holtschneider Perfor-
mance Center will be a finely-
honed, world class home for 
educating the next generation of 
musicians and music profession-
als,” said Ronald Caltabiano, dean 
of DePaul’s School of Music.

“But this new venue also be-
longs to anyone with a love of 
music and a desire to experience 
breathtaking live performances. It 
is in this spirit that we swing open 
our doors and welcome our com-
munity to experience nearly 40 
events over 11 days including the 
world’s stars of vocal, instrumen-

tal music and jazz,” Caltabiano 
said.

Itzhak Perlman, the reigning 
virtuoso of the violin, has gar-
nered 16 Grammy Awards and in 
2008 was honored with a Grammy 
Lifetime Achievement Award for 
excellence in the recording arts. 
He will perform with the DePaul 
Symphony Orchestra Nov. 11.

Ana María Martínez, a Gram-
my Award winner considered to 
be one of the foremost sopranos 
of her time, will perform some of 
opera’s greatest arias and popu-
lar favorites, as well as duets and 
trios with DePaul opera students 
Nov. 4. 

Nicholas Payton, a multi-in-
strumentalist, composer, Gram-
my-winning trumpet master and 
founder of the Black American 
Music movement known as 
#BAM, will perform with his 
band and DePaul’s Jazz Work-
shop Nov. 9. 

Evelyn Glennie, who has suc-
cessfully created and sustained a 
full-time career as a solo percus-
sionist, performing worldwide 
with the greatest conductors, or-
chestras, and artists, will perform 
with DePaul’s Wind Ensemble 
Nov. 10.

Orpheus Chamber Orchestra 
creates extraordinary musical 
experiences that enrich lives and 
empower individuals through col-
laboration, innovation, education, 
and a passion for artistic excel-
lence. Orpheus strives to be the 
world’s premier chamber orches-
tra by performing music at the 
highest level. The orchestra will 
perform at DePaul Nov. 6. 

Itzhak Perlman
Photo by Lisa Marie Mazzucco

DePaul Univ. will celebrate its new School of Music Holtschneider Perfor-
mance Center on November 11.

The 11-day celebration will be-
gin the evening of Nov. 1 with a 
concert featuring soloists Lauren 
Snouffer, one of the most versa-
tile sopranos on the international 
stage; baritone Andrew Garland, 
who is widely recognized as a 
leader in recital work; and Ameri-
can tenor David Portillo, who has 
established himself as a leading 
classical singer of his generation. 
They will appear with the DePaul 
Concert Orchestra, DePaul Sym-
phonic Choir and Community 
Music Division’s Community 
Chorus in a performance of “Car-
mina Burana.”

“Events planned throughout the 
festival include alumni perfor-
mances, faculty chamber music, 
a symposium on women in the 
recording industry led by Shure 
CEO Christine Schyvinck, lec-
tures by renowned experts, mas-
ter classes by some of the world’s 
greatest artists, workshops for 
music teachers, and screenings 
of documentaries on our artists 
and distinguished alumni,” said 
Caltabiano.

Also, a series of public conver-
sations with music industry CEOs 
and artists, including a conversa-
tion with Welz Kauffman, presi-
dent and CEO of Ravinia, and 
Ramsey Lewis, a leader in the 
contemporary jazz movement, as 
well as Jeffrey Alexander, CEO 
of the Chicago Symphony, and 
William Mason, past CEO of the 
Lyric Opera of Chicago.

On Nov. 8, Chicago-based con-
temporary music collective, En-
semble Dal Niente, will perform 
with the School of Music’s new 
music group Ensemble 20+ with 
Mexico City-based composer Ju-
lio Estrada.

A good portion of events on Nov. 
10, a Saturday, will be devoted to 
the School of Music’s Communi-
ty Music Division. There will be 
free lessons, and performances by 
a youth orchestra and the Chicago 
Children’s Choir. Guest speaker 
Nina Kraus will talk about music 
and the brain. Kraus is a profes-
sor of communication sciences, 
neurobiology and otolaryngol-
ogy at Northwestern Univ. She is 
a scientist, inventor, and amateur 
musician who uses hearing as a 
window into brain health.

Tickets for the events will go 
on sale Sept. 4. Prices range from 
free to $45, with a limited block 
of premium seats. While addi-
tional events are being added, 
the current schedule is online at 
http://bit.ly/SOMcelebration.

Seeking budding ballet talent  
for holiday performance

Do you have a budding Bary-
shnikov in your family? If so then 
A&A Ballet [A&A] and their ar-
tistic team of Anna Reznik and 
Alexei Kremnev are looking for 
them.

A&A is hosting open children’s 
auditions for the second annual 
production of Alexei Kremnev’s 
“The Art Deco Nutcracker,”  
starting at 3 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 
8. A&A is seeking dancers from 
ages four and up to audition for 
various roles, which will be per-
formed at Chicago’s Studebaker 
Theatre at 410 S. Michigan Ave, 
Nov. 30-Dec. 2.  

Auditions will be held at the 
American Rhythm Center in 
the Fine Arts Building at 410 S. 
Michigan Ave.

Girls should wear black cami-
sole leotard, pink footed tights, 
pink canvas ballet and pointe 

shoes (age/level appropriate); 
Boys should wear black footed 
tights, white tight fitted t-shirt, 
black ballet shoes. T he audition 
will include some basic dance 
movement and a combination to 
be performed in character. No 
preparation of audition material 
is necessary. Dancers will be noti-
fied via email within the week af-
ter the audition if they have been 
cast. A production fee will be 
required for dancers performing 
“The Art Deco Nutcracker” and 
varies depending on role. 

Rehearsals begin in Septem-
ber and will take place primar-
ily on Saturdays at the American 
Rhythm Center. A pre-registration 
form may be downloaded at aa-
centerfordance.org. 

For more information call 312-
545-2142.

Subscribe online for only $20 per year
insideonline.com

Comedians Mara Marek and 
Andrew Collin will perform Tues-
day, Sept. 4, at Under The Gun 
Theater, 956 W. Newport Ave., 
as part of the Bike, Laugh, Heal 
Live Comedy Show, a coast-to-
coast bicycle/comedy tour work-
ing to raise $1 million to fight 
domestic violence. 

The tour began Aug. 13 
in New York City. From 
there, the co-hosts of the  
Happily Never After podcast 
have been traveling by bicycle 
across the nation, with plans 
to end their journey Nov. 15 in  

Comedians biking cross country  
will perform in Chicago  

next month
San Francisco. 

Marek – a New York City-
based comedian and former pro-
fessional cyclist –has been post-
ing daily on blogs, producing 
weekly “webisodes” and keeping 
fans and donors updated on social 
media. 

The goal is to raise national at-
tention to the problem of domes-
tic violence and support survivors 
on their journey to safety, health 
and laugher. 

For more information about the 
show call the theater at 773-270-
3440.
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Police 
Beat
The unluckiest block in Old Town
One block, five robberies  
in eight days

Five robberies in eight days on a 
single block in Old Town. All of the 
victims were cab or ride-hailing ser-
vice drivers. And, now, police have 
issued a community alert about the 
spree.

All of the hold-ups took place 
during evening hours in the 1300 
block of N. Hudson between Aug. 1 
and 9, police said. The victims were 
sitting in their vehicles when they 
were robbed of phones, tablets, 
cash, and other property by two or 
three men.

Police described the robbers only 
as male, African-American, and 15-
20 years old.

The robberies were reported on 
Aug. 1, 2, and 5 with two hold-ups 
recorded on the evening of Aug. 9.

Chicago police typically issue 
community alerts when investiga-
tors believe that a series of crimes 
is the work of a single group or per-
son.

Detectives are advising people 
to keep their vehicle doors and win-
dows locked and to avoid having 
conversations with people in the 
roadway.

Anyone with information about 
the robberies can contact Area Cen-
tral detectives at 312-747-8380.

Man in “Second City” t-shirt  
batters, robs two people  
Sunday night

Police believe the same offender 
is responsible for battering and rob-
bing two people in separate mug-
gings Sunday—one in Lakeview, 
the other in North Center. No one is 
in custody.

In the first incident, a man was 
punched in the face and mouth by 
a passerby in the 1400 block of W. 
Belle Plaine around 9:45 p.m. A wit-
ness yelled from a nearby building, 
possibly scaring the offender away 
before he could get any valuables 
from the victim, police said.

Then, just after 10 p.m., a 27-year-
old woman was walking in the 2000 
block of W. Byron when a man ap-
proached, demanded her phone, 
and punched her in the face when 
she refused to hand it over. The 
woman was knocked to the ground 
at which point the offender took her 
phone and fled the scene, police 
said.

Both victims offered similar de-
scriptions of the suspect: A black 
male in his 30’s who stands about 
5’-9” tall and has an average build. 
He wore a black “Second City” t-
shirt that has the Chicago skyline on 
the front and a list of cast and crew 
members on the back, according to 
one victim.

Man attacked while walking dog 
near Belmont Red Line station

A Lakeview man is in stable con-
dition after being beaten in an un-
provoked attack while walking his 
dog near the Belmont Red Line CTA 
station Monday, police said. No one 
is in custody.

The 43-year-old and his dog 
were in the 900 block of W. Belmont 
around 12:30 a.m. when an un-
known man approached the victim 
and asked if he could walk the dog 
with him. The offender became ag-
gressive and began punching the 
victim in the face with his fists which 
caused the victim to bleed from his 
head and nose, according to police.

Police said the offender, de-

scribed only as a black male, fled the 
scene after the attack. The victim was 
transported to Advocate Illinois Ma-
sonic Medical Center.

Boystown burglar now suspected 
of at least six break-ins  
across Lakeview, Lincoln Park

A burglar suspected of committing 
four business break-ins around Lakev-
iew this month has apparently been 
plying his trade in the Lincoln Park 
neighborhood, too.

Early on Aug. 10, a burglar used a 
pry tool to force his way through the 
back door of a business in the 2000 
block of N. Sheffield, police said. He 
used the same technique to enter a 
restaurant in the 900 block of W. Ar-
mitage on Aug. 20.

Police describe the Lincoln Park 
burglar as male, black, 5’-8” to 6’ tall, 
200 to 240 lbs., bald, with a beard.

That description closely resembles 
the appearance of a man who was re-
corded by surveillance cameras as he 
burglarized The Alley, 3221 N. Clark, 
on Aug. 16.

Police connected that thief to three 
other burglaries and attempts in a 
separate community alert. In addi-
tion to The Alley, police say he used a 
pry tool on the rear door of Roscoe’s 
Tavern 3356 N. Halsted around 5:30 
a.m. Aug. 16; Diva Thai and Sushi Bar 
at 3542 N. Halsted early on Aug. 18; 
and an unnamed establishment in the 
4000 block of N. Sheridan sometime 
between Aug. 12 and 14.

The Lakeview community alert de-
scribes the burglar seen in the video 

as a tall male with a beard who has 
“thick build” and weighs 220 to 270 
lbs. In video provided by The Alley, the 
man appears to be Hispanic or black.

Anyone with information about the 
suspect is asked to call Chicago police 
detectives at 312-744-8263.

Three charged with mugging  
Boystown bar patron,  
then mugging another person  
as they fled

Three men robbed a Boystown bar-
goer early Friday and then stopped 
to mug a second victim as they ran 
to make their escape at the Belmont 
Red Line CTA station, according to a 
witness and police. Town Hall District 
police officers 
were waiting 
for the trio 
as they ap-
proached the 
CTA stop min-
utes later.

H e r b e r t 
Sanderfer, 19, 
along with Al-
vin Thomas, 18, 
and Dijon Wil-
liams, 22, were 
arrested in the 
900 block of 
Belmont at 3:06 
a.m.

Just before 
3 o’clock, the 
three men beat 
and robbed 
an intoxicated 
Boystown bar 
patron of his 
wallet and 
phone as he 
walked near 
Fitness Formula 
Club in the 
3200 block of 
N. Halsted St., 
according to 
a witness. Po-
lice later found 
some of the victim’s wallet contents in 
a nearby driveway.

Witnesses called 911 and respond-
ing officers were waved down by a 
second robbery victim who had been 
attacked by three men on Belmont 
just west of Clark St.

Other cops soon detained Sand-
erfer, Thomas, and Williams about a 
block away near the intersection of 
Belmont and Wilton.

Each man is charged with two 
counts of felony robbery. Sanderfer 
faces an additional count of possess-
ing a controlled substance. The three 
were due in bond court on Saturday 
afternoon.

This case is the eighth arrest in Chi-
cago for Sanderfer since he turned 18 
less than two years ago.

Gunmen carjack man  
in Lakeview early Monday

A man was carjacked in Lakeview by 
two armed men shortly after midnight 
on Monday, according to Chicago po-
lice. No one is in custody.

Police said the 30-year-old victim 
was sitting inside his parked car in 
the 800 block of W. George St. when 
two men pulled up in a purple Dodge 
Charger. Both offenders exited the 
Charger with handguns drawn and 
told the man to get out of his car or 
he would be shot. The victim got out 
of his car and ran to the Wellington 
Brown Line CTA station for help.

Taken was a white 2014 Toyota 
Camry LE with a license plate that be-
gins with 9499. It was last seen head-
ing eastbound on George with the 
offenders’ car—a dark purple Dodge 
Charger with tinted windows and a 
long dent on the passenger side.

Police said both carjackers were 
black men who wore dark hoodies 
and brandished handguns. One is fur-
ther described as being 6’ tall, with a 
dark complexion, and a fade hairstyle.

For more information, or to order online visit
www.CHICAGOSTREETCOP.com

Amazon.com • BarnesAndNoble.com

In Honor Of Kendall McCarthy:

A PORTION OF EACH BOOK SALE WILL 

BE DONATED TO AUTISM SPEAKS

“He writes in such a manner that you feel like you are 
on one "ride-along" after another…” ~James Reiter

“Outstanding, hard to put down!
McCarthy does a fantastic job 

of making you feel like part of the team;
gritty and tense...” ~Ron Shore

“This book is a page turner. I finished it
faster than I expected” ~Amazon Customer

“Worked with him and every 
word is true.” ~Tom Finnelly

“I could feel every emotion Pat was
experiencing and at times had to hold my
breath until I got to the end of the
paragraph.” ~Amazon Customer

“One of the best big city cop
books out there!” ~Stephanie McIIquham

“Gritty with no filter added, a must read for anyone interested in true stories
from the mean streets of Chicago.” ~Frank Goff

“Pat captures the heart of Chicago in Chicago Street Cop.” ~Jim Belushi

Northwestern sued  
for hospital death

A man is suing Northwestern Me-
morial Hospital, citing negligence af-
ter a relative’s death.

Michael E. Jones filed a complaint 
on Aug. 15, in Cook County Circuit 

Court against Northwestern Me-
morial Hospital alleging a patient, 
identified as Nancy Jones, suffered 
a massive bleed and shock, after 
a medical device that assisted the 

police beat see p. 14

A passenger inside a car on Lake 
Shore Dr. became Uptown’s third 
shooting victim of the month early 
Sunday morning. No one is in cus-
tody.

Police said that the 37-year-old vic-
tim was traveling northbound in the 
4400 block of N. Lake Shore Dr. shortly 
after 2 a.m. when an unknown man 
pulled alongside and fired shots, pos-
sibly from a green Buick Regal. The of-
fender then exited at Wilson Ave.

The victim was struck in the arm 
and was later dropped off at Stroger 
Hospital on the Near West Side where 
he was reported in good condition, 
police said.

No reports of gunfire were received 
by police in the area and investigators 
did not find any shell casings on Lake 
Shore Dr.

Thirteen people have been shot in 

This burglar, seen during a break-in of 
The Alley in Lakeview, is now suspect-
ed in at least six break-ins. | The Alley

Locations of six related burglaries.

Herbert Sanderfer

Alvin Thomas

Dijon Williams

Uptown man shot on Lake Shore Dr.,  
but neighborhood’s violence down sharply

Uptown this year, one fatally.
The number of year-to-date 

shooting victims in the neighbor-
hood is down for the second con-
secutive year. Homicides this year 
are down sharply from four year-
to-date last year and eight during 
the same time period in 2015.

Local police officials last week 
credited a strong relationship with 
the community for crime reduc-
tions. Unsaid, however, is another 
truth: A significant number of peo-
ple who had been responsible for 
the gang- and narcotics-related vi-
olence in Uptown have been incar-
cerated or killed over the past two 
years. Most of the imprisoned men 
are due for parole over the next 12 
months. The dead men won’t be 
coming back.

Uptown homicides and shooting victims through Aug. 26 annually

Source: CWBChicago tracking of Chicago Police Dept. reports
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ing Falcon.
GLOBAL VIEW: Last day 

for Niamh King 
at what she calls 
“the most wonder-
ful place to work 
in the world” - the 
Chicago Council 
on Global Affairs, 
after 11.5 years 
(with a brief sab-
batical at the fab 
Skidmore Owings 
& Merrill). N ow, 
she is Washington, 
DC bound. Her 
skilled internation-
alism has never 
been more needed 
there. 

RIP/PEACE: Beverly resident 
Loretta O’Rourke Coogan went 
to God last week surrounded by 
family and friends. She requested 
donations in her memory to the 
Glenmary Missioners or Colum-
ban Fathers. But her death notice 
offered another option, “or a good 
bet on your favorite horse at Ar-
lington.” Ever the Irish wit. Rest 
well.

GOING STRONG: Still 
a powerhouse at 90 years of 
age, hostessing and waiting 
on her stable of customers at 
Lou Mitchell’s on Jackson, 
Donna Fenton is a Chicago 
wonder and an urban symbol 
of grace. My favorite. Sweet 
as the crunchy donut holes 
there. And sporting her Cubs 
earrings, a talisman of great 
power.

B-BALL NUN: Sister 
Jean Dolores Schmidt, 
BVM,  celebrated her 99th 
birthday last week helping to em-
power the lives of young Loyola 
U. students, especially her bas-
ketball boys. She gives them all a 
glimpse of God’s face. Let us all 
get a look, Sister Jean. In a nut-

shell, she says, be yourself, fol-
low your dreams, and don’t get 
frustrated. Amen.

THE SERVICE KNOWS NO 
SECRETS: The question isn’t 
what politico has more body-
guards, but rather whose body-
guards blab to those who will 

listen and whose maintain radio 
silence. Word is one unfortunate 
big tuna has guards that not only 
would never take a bullet for 

them, they won’t 
even stop telling 
that to folk. And 
they funnel inside 
info of the most 
intimate nature. 
It’s just like the old 
days. 

H E A V Y 
HEARTS: Don 
Ivansek was a 
Chicago lawyer’s 
lawyer, but first 
he was a treasured 
playful dad. A man 
in full, Tom Wolfe 
might say, of deep 
Catholic allegianc-

es and the hilarity of Irish fami-
lies. He gave each of his children 
life-long examples of love with 
no bottom. And to Trish, his dar-
ling, the surprising face of a real, 
everyday love to last a lifetime. 
And to a generation of classmates 
at St. Mary in Winona, the com-
panionship that went beyond the 
confines of college. Oh. How he 
will be missed.

GREEN TIE BALL:  The 
Green Tie Ball, presented by 
Wintrust Bank, is one of Chi-
cago’s longest-running and most 
anticipated gala charity events. 
This year, Co-Chairs Candace 

Jordan and Nina Mari-
ano are teaming up with 
an all-star event com-
mittee to make Green 
Tie Ball XXVII: Green 
Eggs & Glam the best 
party ever. On Friday, 
Sept. 14, (7 p.m.-Mid-
night) The Geraghty, 
2520 S. Hoyne Ave., 
will serve as the perfect 
backdrop for the glam 
green event. 

DAILY BREAD: 
There’s something new 
in the bread basket at 
Ralph Lauren Bar & 

Grill, top of the line artisan bread 
from Publican. The rich Olive 
Bread is savory and exotic. So’s 
the plain. All from the ovens of 
Donnie Media and the gang. Well 
done RL/GM Anna Finnegan.

POLO: Dame Charlene Mc-
Mann-Seaman was marking the 

chuckers with friend Vonita Re-
escer (looking gorgeous in pink 
suit and chapeau) at the 35th An-
niversary Celebratory Polo Match 
for “Friends of Conservation” at 
Oak Brook Polo Club with Bob-
bi Panter, Matt Arnoux, Scott 
Seaman, April Schwartz, Marit 
Bohbot, Al Minotti and former 
Chicago Police Supt. Garry Mc-
Carthy.

BON VOYAGE BISTRO 
ZINC: This will be the last three 
days of a real Gold Coast favor-
ite, Bistro Zinc, 1131 N. State 
St. O wner  Casey Eslick, who 
opened the bistro there 20 years 
ago, has decided to close. Sad to 
see them go. Word is the building 
is owned by the Archdiocese of 
Chicago. Thanks, Casey. You’ve 
been a friend and a real pro.

PAY NO ATTENTION: Word 
is a certain politico with a very 
low-key wife has finally reached 
the breaking point and has been 
finding solace in the arms of 
a fellow City Hall employee. 
Anyone disclosing secrets los-
es their livelihood. And their 
head.

SUMMER MUSIC: I’ve 
been listening to some fan-

tastic music at odd times 
this summer. Like at 3:30 
a.m. when I’m awake and 
painting. Or laying in bed 
propped up with pillows 
writing this column at 4 
a.m. Odd work hours. But 
the good news is the “re-
vival” this music is creat-
ing. Gabriel Faure’s “In 
Paradisium,” from his 
Requiem, lifts me out of the 
chair. As does his “Pavane” 
(Sometimes called “Pavane 
for a Dead Princess”), and 

Samuel Barber’s “Adagio.” The 
orchestral version. But he later 
put the words of the Agnus Dei to 
it. Czech composer Anton Dvor-
ak’s “Song to the Moon,” from 
his opera “Rusalka,” is extraor-

dinary. Make sure you hear Jesse 
Norman’s version or Frederica 
Von Stade’s or Renee Flem-
ing’s. George Frederick Han-
del’s “Lascia Chio Pianga,” is a 
stunning aria. You’ll weep. 

WHEN THE MOON: Denise 
Tomasello, bringing the house 
down in the middle of her center 
stage performance at Festa Ital-
iano on Taylor St. in front of a 
crowd filled with her fans, with 
her never looking more elegant or 
sweet. Gelato sweet!

CSO: the very best that the 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra 
has to offer with a CSO Trio! 
Enjoy three incredible nights of 
thrilling live CSO performances 

lakefront from p. 2

at the best prices of the season. 
Packages start at just $75 - cso.
org/trios.

WHO’S WHERE: Hiking in 
the Dolomites, the south Tyrol, 

newsy Bill Zwecker in Castelrot-
to, Trentino-Alto Adige, Italy… 
Vineyard bound, cross country, 
through six states, Kristin Doll 
Drutchas and husband, Grant-
land, and happy offspring 
Gabi and Hudson ready 
for the salt air of Edgar-
town and the seafood and 
the waters of West Chop… 
horse lady Patricia Bid-
will is returning from 
Hermosa Beach, CA… 
the talented Muriel Mas-
sin painting up a storm, 
“En Bretagne,” in French 
Brittany… Gibson’s Gals 
Kathy O’Malley Piccone, 
Cheri James, Carol Gip-
son and birthday girl Vou-
la Tsakalis celebrating in 
the deep ivy at Wrigley… Cyn-
thia Olson and auctioneer John 
Walcher at the Auditorium The-
ater seeing dance as it should be 
with “Dance for Life”… Chris 
Grimshaw, formerly of Ralph 
Lauren Bar & Grill is with Abi-
gail Kramer in Al Mazar Mall - 
Carrefour Marrakech, Morocco… 
Janet Thuringer on her way to a 
Reba McEntire concert in Las 
Vegas… Sarah Q. Crane and 
her posse, Cynthia Conte, Jesse 
Masin and Bart Welch, running 
around the French Riviera like 
Italian movie stars… Brean-
dan Magee traveling to Myko-
nos, Greece with Rafael Lopez 
and M Paul Echeverria on Air 
France… Pat Toney and Sheila 
A. Williams Boyd are on the 
magic streets of   London, Eng-
land… Teresa Nelson Buescher 
and actor son Nate Buescher are 
now with the elephants in Muang 
Chaing Mai, Thailand after their 
Australia jaunt.

THAT’S TALENT: Talent 

agent Barb Bailey just discov-
ered her Facebook posts have 
been liked 100,000 times. My 
hat’s off to her.

USAF BOMBS AWAY: Who 
were the two lawyers photo-
graphed walking to the Air and 
Water Show hand in hand?

INTUIT BARRELS OF 
ART: Sept. 11, 3-7 p.m., City 
Winery, 11 W. Riverwalk 
South. Barrels of Art on the 
Riverwalk is a live art-making 
event during which a Chicago-
based artist designs and com-
pletes unique artworks using 
quality reclaimed oak barrels 
as their surface. The completed 
artworks are then displayed 
throughout the City of Chicago 
and are also up for auction; of 
which all proceeds will benefit 
Intuit.

SUMMER CONCERT: 
Long time Mon Ami Gabi Bistro 
favorite, Johnny Mahady, will 
perform a 30th anniversary  con-
cert to celebrate 30 years of Un 
Grande Cafe/Mon Ami Gabi plus 

30 years of one man shows, at 
the Heller Auditorium of Francis 
Parker School, Friday, Sept. 7 at 
7:30 p.m. Call 773-415-6393.

VERNISSAGE: The Museum 
of   Contemporary Art Women’s 
Board is holding a benefit Thurs-
day, Sept. 27 at Festival Hall, 
Navy Pier, to celebrate the open-
ing of the International Exhibi-
tion of Contemporary & Modern 
Art. Opening the Fall art season.

WE GET LETTERS: Sugar 
Rautbord: Your Skyline column 
superb! From your friend’s film 
at the Venice Film Festival to the 
personal Aretha tale. Y ou are a 
Marvel!

Stephanie Leese Emerich: 
Your story puts a song in my heart. 
Your account reveals the story as 
if we right there with you!

If all the cars in the United 
States were placed end to end, it 
would probably be Labor Day 
Weekend. — Doug Larson

tog515@gmail.com

Sarah Q. Crane, Jesse Masin, Bart Welch and 
Cynthia Conte.

Donna Fenton

Niamh King

Matt Arnoux, Bobbi Panter and Dame Charlene McMann Seaman welcome 
the Indian Team at the Oak Brook Polo Club.

Barb Bailey and Denise Tomasello.

Bill Zwecker

Cynthia Olson and John Walcher.
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Proud members of the family

CHICAGO’S NEIGHBORHOOD BANKS

Gladstone Park • Logan Square • Loop • Mayfair • Mont Clare • Near West  
Norridge • North Center • Old Town • Pilsen • Ravenswood • River North 

Rogers Park • Roscoe Village • Sauganash • Streeterville • Wrigleyville
312-291-2900 | www.wintrustbank.com

Funds used to open the accounts must be new money. New money is defined as money 
not currently held at any Wintrust Community Bank. Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) are 
accurate as of 8/6/18. Offers expire 9/28/18. 1. APY assumes funds remain on deposit. 
Substantial penalty for early withdrawal.

2.00 APY
%

$1,000 minimum to open. New money only.

11 MONTH CD SPECIAL1

3.00APY
%

$1,000 minimum to open. New money only.

29 MONTH CD SPECIAL1

CHECK 
OUT 

THESE 
GREAT

CD RATES!

Area Resident Parking Permits are available at DePaul University Parking Services office,  
2300 N. Kenmore,  room 177, Monday through Friday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm.  

Extended hours, from 8:30 am to 6:30 pm on the following days:  Wednesday, Sept. 5th;  
Thursday, Sept. 6th;  Friday, Sept. 7th; Monday, Sept. 10th; and Tuesday, Sept.11th.

For more information contact DePaul Parking Services at (773) 325-7275 or The Office of Community  
& Government Relations at (312) 362-8100 for details and application information.

NEIGHBORHOOD PARKING PROGRAM
 FREE TO CAMPUS NEIGHBORS 

Term of Parking Permit September 1, 2012 through August 31, 2013

PARKING OVERNIGHT and WEEKENDS in the Clifton Garage and  
Student Campus Surface Lots available to residents in the area bounded by  

ALTGELD - ARMITAGE - HALSTED - WAYNE

Term of Parking Permit September 1, 2018 through August 31, 2019

Area Resident Parking Permits are available at DePaul University Parking Services office, 
2300 N. Kenmore, room 177, Monday through Friday 8:30 am to 4:30 pm.

Extended hours from 8:30 am to 6:30 pm on the following days: Monday, Aug. 27th - Friday, Aug. 31st.  
Eligible homeowners may apply in-person or via mail every year. Program details and the  

2018-19 Area Resident Parking Permit Applications are online at  http://tinyurl.com/cgr-depaul-edu-npp
Simply complete the form and bring proof of residency

For more information contact DePaul Parking Services  
at (773) 325-7275 for details and application information.

due to theft. 
But there is no sign that the thefts are 

slowing down. 
Through Aug. 16, Chicago police have 

arrested 57 adults this month for possess-
ing stolen Divvy bikes, putting the month 
on-pace to see 101 such arrests. There were 
63 adult arrests for possessing stolen Div-
vy bikes in July, but only five in June when 
the theft surge began. 

Since July 1, cops have recovered over 
120 stolen Divvy bikes worth more than 
$144,000 from adults who were charged 
with possessing the baby blue rides. 

When the Chicago Tribune published a 
brief article about Divvy’s challenges on 

July 30, the newspaper quoted an unnamed 
police official as saying that “there have 
been four reported Divvy bike thefts in the 
last two weeks.” 

In truth, four adults were arrested for 
possessing stolen Divvy bikes on July 30 
alone, according to court records. 

And CPD records show that 33 adults 
were arrested and charged with possess-
ing stolen Divvy bikes during that two-
week time period. Again, that number only 
includes adults, not juveniles, and only 
counts bikes that were recovered—not 
those that are still on the loose. 

Meanwhile, social media outlets con-
tinue to hint at the true extent of the Divvy 
theft problem.

divvy from p. 1

according to recent reports. 
Lead exposure can effect nearly every 

system in the body, and this exposure is 
especially dangerous for young children 
and pregnant women because the develop-
ing brain of a fetus or a young baby is very 
sensitive to lead, and even low levels of 
lead can cause brain injury in a child, with 
loss of IQ and disruption behavior.

The lead water problem has led the Chi-
cago Public Schools to identify over 100 
schools with high lead levels while the 
Chicago Park District [CPD] could pos-
sibly shut down half of its outdoor water 
fountains. The CPD has tested about 1,200 
outdoor drinking fountains and found one 
out of every four tested for lead that violat-
ed the US EPA limit. The city then started 
to run water nonstop in April in order to 
flush out the lead sentiment in the pipes. 
Some cynics suspect that the solution fur-
thers business interests to sell more bottled 

water while servicing less public drinking 
fountains.

Ald. Scott Waguespack [32nd] wrote a 
letter to this newspaper in July noting that 
although the city intends to borrow $900 
million in water and sewer bonds to contin-
ue work on existing infrastructure, none of 
the new water/sewer bond funds go toward 
addressing the lead problem.

Experts note that Chicago is not different 
from most urban centers across the country. 
However, its defensive position in which it 
maintains its water has high standards and 
it takes a proactive approach including 
free lead testing of drinking water is eerily 
reminiscent of the water lead crisis in Flint. 
The government there said nothing until a 
federal emergency was declared in 2016 
after the city’s water source was changed 
from Lake Huron and the Detroit River to 
the cheaper Flint River coupled with in-
sufficient water treatment which led to 12 
deaths from Legionnaires disease.

lead from p. 1

A community meeting will be held 7 
p.m. Thursday to review a proposal to 
build a six-story, 27-unit apartment build-
ing with only 11 parking spots at 1315 W. 
Loyola  (between Lakewood and Glen-
wood). The meeting will be held at  St. 
Ignatius Church, 6559 N. Glenwood  in 
the Holy Name Room.

A one-story commercial building cur-
rently occupies on the site, which was used 
mainly as an office and storage space for 
the Chicago Waldorf School. The school 
has now vacated the site, moving into a 

Community meeting Thursday  
on Rogers Park apartment proposal

former Trumbull School building at Foster 
and Ashland in Edgewater.

The proposed building would consist 
of a mix of two, three and four-bedroom 
dwelling units, ranging in size from 600 to 
1500-square feet. In addition to needing a 
zoning change, the developer is requesting 
a reduction in the City’s on-site automobile 
parking requirements, from 27 spaces to 11 
spaces which will create more congestion 
and on-street parking problems near the 
proposed new building.


