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One of Chicago’s most visible 
fountains may be out of order for 
two years, now that the Nicholas 
J. Melas Centennial Fountain has 
been shut down for repairs.

The fountain is located on the 
north bank of the main branch of 
the Chicago River in Streeteville, 
it’s the fountain that can be seen 
spraying water in a giant arch 
over and into the river.

During the warm weather 
months, from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. 

the water cannon in the fountain 
shoots its 80-foot arc of water 
across the river on the hour for 10 
minutes.

According to a letter written by 
Brian Perkovich of the Metropoli-
tan Water Reclamation District of 
Greater Chicago, during a large 
rain event in May of 2020, the ele-
vated river level allowed the river 
water to overtop the fountain con-
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Downtown Centennial Fountain 
down for two years

Let everyone sweep in front of his own door,  
and the whole world will be clean.

— Goethe

Yes, Lake Shore Dr. will be shut 
down for cars and trucks Sunday 
morning for the annual Bike The 
Drive fundraiser, where one of 
the city’s critical roadway will be 
taken over by bikers. 

Festivities start at 5:30 a.m. 
and the drive will begin to reopen  
to automobile traffic at 10:30 
a.m.

Those who planned to use N. 
Lake Shore Dr. on Sunday, Sept. 4 
should make alternate route plans 
since it will be shut down during 
morning hours so that 16,000 to 
20,000 riders may take over the 
road to help raise funds for the 
Active Transportation Alliance, 
a government-funded biking and 
public transportation lobbying 
and activist organization. 

The festivities are centered 
at Grant Park, and Lake Shore 
Dr. will be blocked from Bryn 
Mawr Ave., south to the Museum  
of Science and Industry at 
57th St. and Oakwood Blvd. A  
post-ride festival will be held in 
Butler Field at Grant Park. The 
cost is $70 for adults; and $18  
for riders 17 years of age or 
younger.

Lake Shore Dr. shut down Sunday 
for biking fundraiser

Chicago has lost another land-
mark of the local restaurant in-
dustry with the announced clos-
ing of Tavern on Rush, 1031 N. 
Rush St.

Owned by noted restaurateur 
Phil Stefani, the Gold Coast 
steakhouse was one of the most 
popular stops for tourists, conven-
tioneers and locals alike.

For many, it’s going to be hard 
to imagine the Gold Coast with-
out such an iconic fixture as Tav-
ern on Rush.

Stefani said he would shut down 
for good at the end of the year, 
saying the decision was “strictly” 
because its lease is ending.

First opened in 1998, the Tavern 
on Rush was regularly featured 
on an annual list of the nation’s 
top independent restaurants. 

“You can only name on a couple 
of hands how many restaurants 
have lived to 25 years, so you’ve 
got to respect that,” Stefani told 
Crain’s Chicago. “Tavern on Rush 
probably could have, and should 
have, lasted longer.”

When the restaurant first 
opened, it was well before Chi-
cago diners adopted patio dining 
and elevated terraces. Tavern on 
Rush played a big part in launch-

Tavern on Rush, 1031 N. Rush St. will close after 25 years serving  
Chicago.                            Image courtesy Restaurant Business Magazine

Tavern on Rush  
to shut down at end of year

ing a full-blown patio culture. 
The patio scene was a big part of 
their draw, as one of the original 
Rush St. hot-spots.  

In the ensuing decades, Tavern 

on Rush solidified its people-
pleasing reputation not only with 
its expansive, wraparound pa-

By CWBChicago

Prosecutors on Aug. 28 re-
vealed new details about the 
moments leading up to the fatal 
stabbing of a man during an al-
tercation between two drivers in 
downtown Chicago last week. 
Judge Kelly McCarthy ordered 
Alan Saenz Perez held without 
bail during a court hearing Satur-
day afternoon.

Assistant State’s Attorney 
Kathryn Morrissey told the judge 
that the victim, Jeremy Walker, 
was closely following Perez in 
traffic as Perez drove with his 
wife and brother in the car around 
6:45 p.m. Aug. 23.

Walker yelled an insult at Per-
ez, then cut him off at the inter-
section of Dearborn and Ohio, 

New details revealed  
about road rage incident  

that left man dead in River North
Morrissey said. Perez honked at 
Walker, who got out of his car and 
approached Perez’s vehicle.

Perez allegedly grabbed a knife 
and stepped out of his own car. 

W i t n e s s e s 
said they saw 
Perez run up 
to Walker 
and try to 
stab him, 
but Walker 
briefly fend-
ed Perez off. 
At one point, 
Perez broke 

free and stabbed Walker in the 
neck, causing him to bleed pro-
fusely, Morrissey continued.

Walker returned to his car and 
drove a couple of blocks to seek 
help from a Chicago police offi-

cer on Michigan Ave. Morrissey 
said that he was never armed, 
and investigators did not find any 
weapons in Walker’s car.

Meanwhile, Perez alleged-
ly drove away from the scene  
without calling for help. Police 
tracked Perez down through his 
car’s license plate number, and 
cops found his car outside his 
home.

Morrissey said Perez ini-
tially “fled” to Indiana after the  
incident but turned himself in to 
Chicago police on Aug. 25.

Private defense attorney Raed 
Shalabi said Perez, who has no 
criminal background, works 
full time and “will be disputing 
the facts” put forth by the state  
during the bail hearing.

Alan Saenz Perez

The Chicago Dept. of Trans-
portation [CDOT] announced 
the installation of a series of con-
crete curb-protected bike lanes, 
kicking off the biggest expansion 
and upgrade of low stress bike 
routes in City history.

The vast majority of that expan-
sion is happening in areas outside 

tavern see p. 16

Kinzie St. gets concrete bike lanes
of the North Side.

Last week, CDOT completed a 
concrete curb installation along 
the Kinzie St., when protected 
bike lanes were added between 
N. Wells St. and N. DesPlaines 
St. And that’s it for the North Side 
work.

By the end of the year,  

Chicago expects to add 25 miles 
of concrete-protected bike lanes 
and plans to upgrade all exist-
ing delineator-protected lanes to  
concrete by the end of 2023, but 
the only portions on the North 
Side are the three-block strip in 
River North along Kinzie.

Next Clark St.  
pot shop hearing Oct. 21

The Zoning Board of Appeals 
[ZBA] held a hearing Aug. 19 to 
review the Special Use Permit 
applications for two proposed 
recreational cannabis dispensa-
ries, one at 605 N. Clark St. and a 
second at 212 E. Ontario St. The 

ZBA voted to reject the Ontario 
St. proposal, but continue moving 
forward on the pot shop proposed 
for Clark St. 

The next scheduled action for 
the Clark St. weed dispensary is 
scheduled for Oct. 21.

fountain see p. 16
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complex problems of our times in 
the schizophrenia of altering the 
reality of history.

The bourgeois inanity of woke 
culture looms in the face of his-
torical accuracy.

It insists that we sculpture the 
truth and reality of life to fit our 
make-believe understanding of 
life.

It obliges people to reach back 
into history with judgments that 
could not be formulated in past 
eras of scholarship or moral un-
derstanding. 

It permits the seething unre-
solved emotionalism of shallow 
knowledge or incomplete under-
standings to have the final havoc 
of erroneous judgements on us in 
our time.

Failings, faults, bad-intentions, 
wrong understandings and lapses 
of moral correctness in the past 
are over scrutinized in the pres-
ent. And manipulated by ‘wok-
ists.’

And the brooding dis-harmony 
that is hatched is permitted to 
ravage the souls of the well-inten-
tioned. A storied  bandwagon on 
which to jump.

Wokism is a modern philo-
sophical falsehood that cannot re-
store any failings in the past and 
egregiously lacks the common 
truth of present experience in our 
own time.

No wonder it is the brainchild 
of sophist academics and self-
serving thinkers. Half-baked no-
tions of the poorly read.

The wokist regime is as broken 
and cruel as Stalin’s persecution 
of his own Soviet people. Or the 
Maoist Chinese knack for liqui-
dating the agrarian sower of crops 
who were starved to death for the 
sake of the revolution.

Don’t kid yourself, woke culture 
is more insidious than the banish-
ment of statues to Christopher 
Columbus. Though that seems a 
perfect symbol for the emptiness 
of any humanistic awareness of 
history. 

Why are Italians so vilified now 
in our time? Why is it a crime to 
be white? Or male? Or straight? 

Where are the values of the ur-
ban melting pot? Where are the 
true emotions to express urban 
disdain for the cyclops of vision 
that no longer can understand a 
common good? 

Are they all back living with 
their parents, or camped out 
around their iPhone 12s trying to 
make the phone light a campfire 
of hope to light the way? 

American culture must not 

They were religious, strict Ro-
man Catholics. Meatless Fridays. 
Devoted to their parishes and re-
sponsibilities. 

They embraced the remarkable 
life of faith practiced by Ameri-
can Catholics, and in the bright 
passion of their youth, they were 
hungry for love. Chicago’s par-
ishes offered the perfect chance 
to meet a sweet Irish colleen. 
They’d wed. Raise a big family. 
And vote in Chicago’s exciting 
elections ward by ward.

History says the Irish came 
speaking the language of Ameri-
can power politics. English. Most 
of them could read it and turn the 
language into poetry with the lilt 
of their soft brogues. 

They studied America and 
Americans and set aside the 
things they admired and could 
imitate. 

Their lives quickly embraced 
the fairness of life in Chicago 
and the harmony of their unique 
neighborhood living. Very differ-
ent from their rural Irish past. 

My grandfather, Tim, and his 
brother, Jack, both wound up 
working for the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad. It was lucrative, 
filled with advancement and a 
fine place for them to be em-
ployed for all their lives. 

In later times, their widows 
took delight in the railroad passes 
they were allowed that carried 
them to California and Florida 
during cold Chicago winters.

This was the process of assimi-
lation. The pathway that led to the 
full citizenship of the immigrant 
here in Chicago. It enriched Chi-
cago in the 20th century. Their 
sons donned the uniforms of the 
nation’s military and returned to 
Europe to free it. Twice. Display-
ing a sense of loyalty and sacri-
fice in a stunning display.

America’s history became their 
history. America’s battles became 
their battles. 

I bring all of their Chicago story 
up because I believe that people 
whose lives were so engaged in 
that process of assimilation, and 
their descendants, still have much 
to teach us. 

They have a complexity of is-
sues to absorb, now, in this cen-
tury, dealing with the revisionism 
and rewriting of history in light 
of the straining disparity of woke 
culture. A philosophy which ap-
parently speaks loudly to liberal 
academics and distraught minor-
ity pockets of sexually angry, 
racially agitated, urban nihilists 
who see the only solution to the 
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By Thomas J. O’Gorman

Americans often look back on 
the strange opportunities we’ve 
had in our lives for trying to rec-
oncile life’s unevenness. Most of 
our lives were fashioned by re-
markable people, men and wom-
en for whom we now have great 
affection. People we admired and 
clung to for making sense out of 
everyday things.

My own family were “blown-
ins” to America. That’s their his-
tory. 

My mother’s people, the 
O’Connors, arrived in Chicago 
around 1906, at the start of the 
new century. Teddy Roosevelt, 
one of America’s most princely 
citizens, was its colorful cow- 
poke everyman of a President. 
That’s his history. Colorful and 

popular. A real gentleman.
He was also a former “Rough 

Rider,” as his band of wildcat 
soldiers were known. Used very 
effectively in Cuba during the 
Spanish-American War two de-
cades before. 

Roosevelt was an odd duck to 
most Americans. While they had 
confidence in his soft-spoken for-
eign negotiations, they delighted 
in his muscular, big-stick diplo-
macy.

But he also spoke with a very 
sharp and clipped Harvard accent 
in case no one knew he was an 
American aristocrat. A man filled 
with financial fortune, courage 
and reason in all he would do in 
life. 

Unlike his poor brother, El-
liott, future First Lady Eleanor 
Roosevelt’s papa. A tragic alco-
holic and troubled soul. Dead by 
34. A life wasted and ruined. A 
horrid history despite all the in-
herited advantage he possessed. 

Though Harvard would say he 
was academically more gifted 
than his brother Teddy, like most 
ruinous drinkers, he was a bright 
charmer. A winsome personality. 
That’s his true history. Unfold-
ing with painful and dire conse-
quences.

That was the America my 
grandparents landed in as teenag-
ers with meager savings in their 
pockets. Escaping the limited 
lives offered to the Irish by their 
English overlords. That was the 
truth of history they carried.

If you were pragmatic, able to 
seize life by the opportunities you 
could grab, theirs was an Amer-
ica that offered them the chance 
to advance. To learn from life and 
reach to succeed. 

They escaped revolution in Ire-
land, and arrived before the Ger-
man Kaiser went to war a decade 
later. They came with cousins and 
friends from their Irish village in 
Limerick and lied about their age. 
They lived close by their pals and 
relatives on the South Side. 

permit the shabbiness of wokist 
regimes to maim or disfigure the 
human beauty that is our history 
in this nation in which we share 
a common good. Wrapped in the 
ethics of a moral reality. Not the 
deformity of academic bewilder-
ment and a blackmailing false 
counter-culture of tedious self-
adulation. 

We apparently must still be-
come our own rough riders to iron 
out the unevenness of life. But 
we need more than ever to make 
sense. Beyond our non-binary 
living or fluid states of mind. No 
matter how non-conforming we 
want to be. Or how postmodern 
and post-colonial we think we 
are.

SEAFOOD VANISHES: Tru-
luck’s great plans have come to 
an end on Rush St. at Chestnut. 
Across from the Archdiocese of 
Chicago at the southern end of 
Chicago’s great restaurant row. 
Spectacular seafood. No rival 
for beauty in their two-story bar. 
They’d already jump-started the 
movement to restore Connors 
Park.

Now they announce after a 
short two months that they are 
shutting down everything. Many 
Gold Coasters feel sad. Johnny 
Damas is one of Chicago’s best, 
so excited to be back in the ‘hood 
running the operation. Now word 
is circulating that Truluck’s Rose-
mont operation is scheduled to 
close too. It just doesn’t stop.

RED HAT CONSISTORY: 
Chicago’s Cardinal Blase Cu-
pich in Rome for the consistory 
creating 18 new cardinals from 
the far corners of the world, in-
cluding San Diego with Bishop 
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by Felicia Dechter

Heart  
of the ‘Hood

It’s Thursday morning, and LA-based 
magician Rob Zabrecky hops on a plane 
from Los Angeles to Chicago, where that 
night, he performs his stellar one-man, part 
magic, part variety show, “The Zabrecky 
Hour,” at the Rhapsody Theater, 1328 W. 
Morse Ave. in East Rogers Park. 

Zabrecky then does a show on Friday 
night, and matinee and evening shows on 
Saturday before hopping back on an air-
plane Sunday morning to return home, 
where he is not only known as an aston-
ishing magician, but also a well-respected 
actor and excellent musician. 

A wickedly-enchanting entertainer, Za-
brecky is a two-time Stage Musician of the 
Year award winner and it’s clear as to why 

he received that honor. He’s part magician, 
part storyteller, part trickster and more, 
and I found him to be amusing, astonish-
ing and amazing, as well as a bit weird and 
a lot wonderful.  

“I think I’d like people to know that any-
body who’s curious about seeing magic 
performed through a different lens will 
appreciate the storyteller, magic, variety 
show,” said Zabrecky, who’s staying on 
the Gold Coast while in town. “Magic is 
very limited in people’s eyes---when you 
come see me you hear Yoko Ono music 
and think, ‘This man is finding beauty in 
dark places.’”  

He actually started his career as a mu-
sician, as frontman for Possum Dixon, 
an alternative rock, post-punk band that 
even released three albums. It was the late 
1980s, and, “My crusade in life, my child-
hood dream was to be a musical entertain-
er and record records,” said Zabrecky, who 
did a lot of touring, with Chicago being 
a big stop. “We played the Metro… I had 
some really amazing experiences here in 
my early 20s.” 

A life goal was getting together to play 
music, rather than college. And it was mu-
sic that led him to magic. 

Zabrecky was on tour with Possum 

Dixon, and it was a sweltering hot, sum-
mer day in Baltimore. He was looking for 
a spot that had air conditioning when he 
stumbled into a magic shop. 

“That’s where it all happened,” recalled 
Zabrecky. “It was like walking into the 
Twilight Zone.” 

Since then, Zabrecky has had a career 
filled with the best of all worlds, magic, 
acting, and his main focus, storytelling. 

At the Rhapsody Theater, you get “an 
hour of storytelling,” said Zabrecky, whose 
wife, Tommi, works behind the scenes on 
his show and also writes “some of the best 
jokes by far” for him. “I find beauty in odd 
and dark places.” 

“We’re each other’s John and Yoko,” Za-
brecky said of him and Tommi. “I’m her 
puppet. If it was up to me, I’d be wandering 
around to John Cage music, randomly do-
ing dog tricks.” 

Zabrecky does have a claim to fame that 
not many can compete with. Michael Jack-
son—yes, that Michael Jackson, had rented 
a Beverly Hills mansion (around the corner 
from our own Hugh Hefner’s mansion) and 
was living there during his final days. Al-
though Zabrecky is “not a children’s per-
former at all,” his producer friend knew he 
was an MJ fan. 

It was a Saturday when Zabrecky got the 
last minute call to perform for Jackson’s 
youngest son’s birthday party. “I was in the 
car on my way over,” recalled Zabrecky. “It 
was surreal -- a lightning-bolt moment.

“I did pieces from my act, they were 
giggling and applauding,” said Zabrecky. 
“There were helicopters flying overhead. 
They all had blankets on their laps and in 
the middle of the show they had to pull the 
blankets over their heads.” 

Zabrecky had thought he would be per-
forming at a large event for Jackson, “But 
the party was four guests,” he recalled of 
Jackson and his three children. “It was an 
out of body experience. Like many people, 
I grew up watching Michael Jackson. I 
watched his transformation as an artist. 

“I thought he was having a party for his 
kids,” added Zabrecky. “It was in a strange 
mansion, in a state of disrepair. We went 
down by the pool, I danced -- they laughed 
at my dancing. It was a great experience… 
two to three months after, he died.” 

Fast forward to now. Hard to believe 
the same guy who performed for Michael 
Jackson and family is performing right 
here in East Rogers Park, at our spiffy new 

Strange (and stupendous) magic at the Rhapsody Theater

magic see p. 6
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4:00 PM ........Situation Davis
5:30 PM ........Mooner

Main Stage 
11:30 AM ......Elaine Dame
1:00 PM ........Wooden Rings
2:30 PM ........Outronaut
4:00 PM ........Nelson Street Revival
6:00 PM ........Spare Parts

Garden Stage 
11:00 AM ......Steve Hashimoto Duo
12:15 PM ......Gerry Hundt
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3:00 PM ........The Dig 3
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6:00PM .........The Great High
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A L O N G  B R O A D WAY
B E L M O N T  T O  H AW T H O R N E

17th Annual
Lea Alboher “Sea Queen”

Co-Sponsors

Participating Sponsors

“It’s magic, it’s magic, it’s magic, 
strange magic.”  
                   — Electric Light Orchestra

(L-R) Rob Zabrecky works his magic at the Rhapsody Theater. Lisa Carmichael draws stick figures of herself and her hubby Elvin, pictured at right creating his own masterpiece. Rogers Park-
ers Corin and Vida, a two-year-old Boston Terrier danced to the music at Chalk Howard Street.
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by Don DeBat

The 
Home 
Front

Who—but God Himself—could 
understand and interpret the post-
COVID-19 real estate market on 
Chicago’s North Side?

It is a wild roller-coaster ride 
marked by soaring interest rates, 
rising home prices and a great 
shortage of listings. What a weird 
world to navigate for the average 
would-be buyer and seller.

According to the Baird & War-
ner August, 2022 “Market Analy-
sis for Chicago’s North Side,” 
home sales have declined for the 
past five consecutive months, 
when compared to 2021, because 
of the impact of COVID-19, rising 
home-loan interest rates, a declin-
ing stock market, high gas 
prices, and rampant crime.

“The record-setting home 
sales increases in 2021 have 
magnified the sales decreases 
of 2022,” noted John Irwin, 
who developed Baird & War-
ner market analysis covering 
the neighborhoods of Lin-
coln Park, Near North Side, 
Lakeview and North Center. 

Then, Baird & Warner manag-
ing broker David Bailey suggest-
ed that Irwin compare 2022 num-
bers with 2019, which was the last 
“normal” year before COVID.

“The results were interesting 
and put our current market in a 
different perspective,” Irwin said. 
“The purpose of this exercise is 
not to try to ‘put lipstick on a pig’, 
but rather to compare what is hap-
pening in this unpredictable mar-
ket to a more stable time.”

Once 2021 numbers were tossed 
out, the following results emerged 
in the comparison of 2019 and 
2022 North Side real estate activ-
ity from January through July:  

• Home sales: Year-to-date 
2022 existing home sales rose a 
whopping 33.9% over the same 
period in 2019.

• Home prices: Year-to-date 
2022 home sales prices rose a 
solid 9.8% over the same period 
in 2019.

• Market time: Year-to-date  
average market time dropped 
25.2% from 2019.

• Listing inventory: Year-to-
date listing inventory levels are 
down 25% from 2019. While 
the existing home sales industry 
faces a number of challenges,  
Irwin said sinking inventory  
levels continue to be one of the 
major issues.

“It should be noted that while 
inventory levels are dropping 
compared to 2021, they are slow-
ly rising when compared month-
over-month in 2022,” Irwin said.

In summation, Irwin noted: 
“A significant number of homes 
are being sold, prices are up and 
market times are down. As inven-
tories rise, we should see some 
impressive results.”

Here is a list of median pricing 
for homes sold in the month of 
July, 2022 in the four neighbor-
hoods surveyed:

• Near North Side. Overall,  
resale home prices rose 1.5%. 
However, prices of homes and 
condominiums priced under 
$500,000 declined 2.1%.

• Lincoln Park. While over-
all resale dwelling prices de-
clined 2.4%, homes priced from 
$500,000 to $1-million rose 
0.3%.

• Lakeview. Resale home prices 
rose a solid 5.5%. However, resale 
prices of luxury homes priced 
from $1-million to $2-million de-
clined 7.7%.

• North Center. Resale home 
prices rose a whopping 14.8% in 
July. However, the median price 
of luxury units priced at more 
than $2-million dropped 4.4%.

Home-loan rates jump to 5.5%
On Aug. 25, benchmark 30-

year fixed home-loan inter-
est rates rose to 5.55% from 
5.13% a week earlier, report-
ed Freddie Mac’s Primary 
Mortgage Market Survey. A 
year ago, 30-year loans aver-
aged 2.87%.

Fifteen-year fixed mort-
gages averaged 4.85% on 
Aug. 25, up from 4.55% a 

week earlier. A year ago, 15-year 
loans averaged 2.17%.

“The combination of higher 
mortgage rates and the slowdown 
in economic growth is weigh-
ing on the housing market,” said 
Sam Khater, Freddie Mac’s chief 
economist. “Home sales continue 
to decline, prices are moderating, 
and consumer confidence is low. 
But, amid waning demand, there 
are still potential home buyers on 
the sidelines waiting to jump back 
into the market.”

The Freddie Mac survey is fo-
cused on conventional, conform-
ing, fully amortizing home pur-
chase loans for borrowers who 
put 20% down and have excellent 
credit.

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat 
is co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.

North Side real estate market 
on a wild ride

We feature Miele and SEBO  
and service all makes & models
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The four-block long Newgard 
Ave. in Rogers Park is sometimes 
called Chicago’s shortest street. 
It will be the focus of the Rogers 
Park West Ridge Historical Soci-
ety historic house walk noon to 4 
p.m. on Sept. 18.

Tickets are $30, and proceeds 
from this event are used to sup-
port the ongoing educational and 
outreach activities of the Histori-
cal Society. 

Once named Lincoln Ave., the 
short street runs through the Hen-
ry Newgard “farm” (called that 
even though he wasn’t a farmer), 
where Newgard built one of the 
first homes in 1892. 

The lush trees and large post-
Victorian houses that line the 
streets of Newgard’s original 
property have wide sweeping 
porches, beautiful interiors, and 
elaborate backyard spaces that 
make the six homes on the Rogers 
Park West Ridge Historical Soci-

ety’s 36th Annual House Walk a 
must see.

Guests may look inside, be-
hind the graceful porches of these 
lovely homes, and meet the ho-
meowners who have maintained 
and restored their hidden gems 
from the turn of the 20th Century 
while updating them to suit 21st 
Century living.

The self-guided tour covers two 
blocks of Newgard and Greenview 
avenues between North Shore and 
Pratt. The total walking distance 
between homes is less than a 
quarter of a mile. Tour check-in 
and parking will be available at 
Sullivan High School.

Appropriate COVID-19 pre-
cautions will be in place.

For more information and to 
register, visit https://rpwrhs.org/
program/36th-annual-historic-
house-walk-newgards-hidden-
gems/.

Rogers Park West Ridge Historical 
Society historic house walk Sept. 18

Residents of Streeterville will 
face increasing congestion this 
fall when Precision Excavation & 
Demolition [PED] begins demol-
ishing the parking  structure  at 
535 N. St. Clair St. 

Demolition will begin in No-
vember, and work hours will be 
Monday-Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m.

PED will install a high bay pe-
destrian canopy on the north side 
of Grand, from St. Clair to a point 
100-feet east thereof. Addition-
ally, they plan to prohibit parking 

Demolition will create blockages on St. Clair St.
on the north side of Grand, from 
St. Clair to a point 100-feet east 
thereof. 

Both the canopy and park-
ing restrictions  will be in-place 
throughout the project. 

The sidewalk on the east side 
of St. Clair, from Grand to ap-
point  100-feet north thereof will 
be closed for the first week of the 
project. Construction fencing will 
be put in-place between the side-
walk and the site.  They plan to 
demo the building from west to 
east. They will have dust mitiga-

tion in-place and bait for rodents 
before work begins. The entire 
demolition will take one month to 
complete.

LaSalle St. tie-ups expected 
during resurfacing

Traffic tie-ups are expect down-
town now that the Chicago Dept. 
of Transportation has begun resur-
facing N. LaSalle St., between W. 
Wacker Dr. and W. Lake St. The 
project is expected to be complete 
at the beginning of October.

“It should be noted that while 
inventory levels are dropping 
compared to 2021, they are 

slowly rising when compared 
month-over-month in 2022,” 

John Irwin said.

According to a Baird & Warner Aug., 2022 “Market Analysis for  
Chicago’s North Side,” home sales have declined for the past five  
consecutive months, when compared to 2021.
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By CWBChicago

A company subcontracted to provide 
guards for the Chicago Transit Authority’s 
recently announced $30.9 million private 
security initiative has an “inoperative” 
state security license because one of its key 
employees did not renew her state creden-
tials in 2020, officials said.

CTA recently signed a contract with Ac-
tion K-9 for “up to” 100 security guards 
and 50 canines per day to patrol train sta-
tion turnstile areas, among other duties. 
(That’s in addition to the $71 million con-
tract that Chicago’s transit agency gave to 
Monterrey Security in April.)

In turn, Action K-9 subcontracted with 
First American Security for some guard 
services, the Chicago Tribune reported.

That’s over $100 million in new spend-
ing to provide security in a CTA system 
that many people on the North Side are al-

ready too frightened to use.
Teams from Action K-9 are to be “de-

ployed near station turnstiles to deter fare 
evasion and increase the overall security 
presence at stations,” according to CTA. 
“CTA has been developing new ways to 
target fare theft and prevent fare evasion 
before it leads to other illicit activities,” the 
agency’s statement said.

At $56,000 a day, the teams will have to 
stop more than 22,000 turnstile jumpers a 
day to pay for themselves.

The contract with Action K-9 is the 
CTA’s latest attempt to lower the rate of 
violent crime, which has stayed high de-
spite a number of plans and strategies an-
nounced by the CTA, the Chicago Police 
Dept., and Mayor Lori Lightfoot.

But if Cook County prosecutors refuse to 
charge or jail violent offenders, what good 
will K-9 security really do?

A spokesperson for the Illinois Dept. of 

Financial and Profession Regulation [ID-
FPR] said First American “cannot operate” 
currently because its designated “licensee-
in-charge” did not renew her personal state 
license in Sept. 2020.

Anna Rakestraw, president and CEO of 
First American, is now in the process of 
reactivating her licensed private security 
contractor license. IDFPR’s spokesperson 
confirmed it “has received Ms. Rakestraw’s 
application to reinstate her license, which 
includes an application, $500 fee, and a 
[proof of insurance] form.”

Contacted by phone on Monday, First 
American’s vice president, Asberry “Tony” 
Rakestraw, said the company will have an 
active license before it puts “boots on the 
ground” for the CTA.

“CTA is quite comfortable,” Rakestraw 
said. “CTA is aware of the licensing pro-
cess and where it is.”

“We are to stand down until such time 
as we get the green light,” Rakestraw con-
tinued. He predicted a news story about the 
company’s inoperative license status would 
“fall dead flat on its ass.”

A CTA spokesperson said it is aware of 
First American’s license status, and “we 
will continue to closely monitor the pro-
cess and verify the necessary paperwork 
has been completed.” The CTA has not 
set a start date for the canine patrols, the 

Subcontractor for CTA’s new $30.9 million  
K-9 security contract has “inoperative” state license

spokesperson said.
Asked if First American is operating as 

a security company while its license is in 
inoperative status, Rakestraw replied, “Are 
you serious?” and added, “We are a legiti-
mate company.”

He said questions about how many 
guards the company employs, their train-
ing, and where the company might hire 
guards to serve on the CTA were “none of 
your business.”

Rakestraw also suggested that our re-
porter end the call so Rakestraw wouldn’t 
have to hang up on the reporter. The phone 
line disconnected when the reporter asked 
again about how many guards the company 
employs and its training processes.

IDFPR’s records show that Asberry 
Rakestraw has a valid license to work as 
a private security contractor, but he is not 
First American’s designated contractor.

Action K-9 did not respond to telephone 
and email inquiries for this story.

If Cook County prosecutors 
refuse to charge or jail  

violent offenders, what good  
will K-9 security really do?

North Branch Trail extension  
heading to the suburbs,  

connecting to Niles
The long-held goal to connect the North 

Branch Trail to the suburbs may be closer 
to reality now that plans have been released 
for a new extension linking the Bunker 
Hill forest preserve to Touhy and Caldwell 
avenues in Niles. 

The path will then further connect the 
trail in Niles to the more than 20-mile net-
work of trails in the preserve. Construction 
will begin in the spring of 2023.

Before long bikers may start a journey in 
downtown Chicago and end it in a northern 
suburb.

The story, first covered by Nadig News-
papers, says that the trail will line an ex-
isting corridor cleared for a sewer line in 
1957. Using that existing infrastructure 
may help save costs and prevent the clear-
ing of some trees. The entrance to the trail 
will welcome hikers and bikers with sig-
nage, two stone markers, and various new 
flora.

“The Forest preserves and volunteers 
have done significant restoration work in 
the area near the trail along Harts Rd. and 
Caldwell Ave.,” said Carl Vogel, director of 
communications for the Forest Preserves 
of Cook County. “This new connection 
will allow another easy access option for 

bikers and hikers to access the remarkable 
natural areas at Bunker Hill and the more 
than 20 miles of trails in the Forest Pre-
serves’ North Branch Trail system.”

The project was originally proposed as 
a way to link the North Branch Trail with 
the “Touhy Triangle,” an area bounded by 
Touhy, Caldwell and Lehigh avenues and 
Gross Point Rd.

Niles has been taking a long-term ap-
proach to developing the area. There is no 
planned unit development but officials are 
looking to redevelop several vacant par-
cels, including the Leaning Tower YMCA 
and the former Grainger building at 7300 
N. Melvina Ave.

Expected to cost $499,000, one fifth of 
the project funds is being paid for with 
local taxes, while the remaining amount 
is federal tax funds provided through the 
Illinois Dept. of Transportation’s Enhance-
ment Program.

The town of Niles is expected to bring 
on a construction engineer to oversee the 
process. Additionally this fall, the bidding 
process will begin for potential contractors, 
subcontractors, suppliers, and other transit 
industry groups.

Subscribe online for only $20 per year  
at insideonline.com
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Northwestern Memorial wrongly 
allowed Facebook’s program  
to track patient information

Lawyers seek to expand 
action to potentially 
thousands of local victims

By Jonathan Bilyk
Cook County Record

A new class action lawsuit is 
asking a court to order Streeter-
ville’s Northwestern Memorial 
Hospital and corporations affili-
ated with Facebook to pay mil-
lions of dollars for allegedly al-
lowing Facebook to track patient 
information through Northwest-
ern’s patient scheduling portal.

On Aug. 10,   attorneys Nick 
Wooten, of Conway, Arkansas, 
together with DC Law, of Aus-
tin, Texas, and Rusty Payton, of 
Payton Legal Group, of Chicago, 
filed suit in Chicago federal court 
against Northwestern Memorial 
and the Facebook-related corpo-

rate entities. Those Facebook de-
fendants included Meta Platforms 
Inc., Facebook Holdings LLC, 
Facebook Operations LLC and 
Instagram LLC.

The lawsuit was filed on behalf 
of plaintiff Michael Krackenberg-
er, of Skokie.

However, the lawsuit seeks to 
expand the action to include po-
tentially thousands or even tens 
of thousands of others who used 
Northwestern Memorial Hospi-
tal’s patient portal to schedule 
medical appointments at North-
western.

According to the lawsuit, 
Northwestern requires patients to 
create an account through its on-
line portal and to use that portal 
to schedule appointments, inter-
act with doctors and medical care 
providers, review medical records 
and request prescription drug re-
fills.

According to the complaint, 
Krackenberger was among the 
patients who created an account 
with Northwestern, and used 
Northwestern’s patient portal to 
schedule appointments and view 
“sensitive medical information re-
lated to his care and treatment.”

However, the lawsuit alleges 
that “unbeknownst to” Krack-
enberger and the hospital’s other 
patients, Northwestern allowed 
Facebook computer tracker code 
known as Meta Pixel to “surrepti-
tiously” gather information about 
patients using the portal.

The complaint alleges the Face-
book-related companies then used 

that information “for their own 
revenue generating purposes in-
cluding targeting advertising to” 
the patients.

The complaint does not in-
clude allegations concerning how 
Northwestern may have allegedly 
benefited from the alleged use of 
Meta Pixel in its portal.

The plaintiffs acknowledged in 
the complaint that Northwestern 
disclosed to patients at the time 
they created their accounts that 
the portal used Meta Pixel and al-
lowed Meta Pixel to collect infor-
mation on portal users.

However, the lawsuit claims 
that is insufficient, and the use of 
Meta Pixel still amounts to a vio-
lation of the patients’ privacy.

The lawsuit asserts Northwest-
ern and the Facebook-affiliated 
defendants violated patient pri-
vacy rights under the Illinois Per-
sonal Information Protection Act, 
the Illinois Patient Rights Act, 
and federal wiretap and stored 
communications laws.

The plaintiffs said they are ask-
ing the court to award them more 
than $5 million for the alleged vi-
olation of those laws, plus punitive 
damages to “make them whole 
and properly punish” the hospital 
and the Facebook defendants for 
the alleged privacy violations.

The lawsuit seeks to expand the 
action to include a class of poten-
tially many thousands of other 
Northwestern Memorial patients 
who used the portal in the past 
two years.

theater.
“The Rhapsody Theater is one 

of the funnest, coolest theaters 
I’ve ever worked in.” He said. 
“The marquee, the curtain with 
the peacocks, the staff there is 
great.”

“And working with Ricardo 
(Rosenkranz, theater owner) 
is a total pleasure,” continued  
Zabrecky. “He understands every 
aspect, and collaborating with 
him has been a great experience.”

“I’ve discovered Rogers Park,” 
added Zabrecky. “For my show, 
the size of the theater and where 
it’s located is perfect for me.” 

Chalk it up ... Back from a 
two-year COVID hiatus, last 
Saturday’s Chalk Howard Street 
brought folks out from both sides 
of the avenue, Chicago and Evan-
ston. 

Everybody had fun, “even those 
who could not even draw a stick 
figure,” said Lisa Carmichael, 
a former Greeley and LeMoyne 
elementary and Lake View High 
alum who drew just that -- cute 
stick people -- of herself and her 
husband, Elvin. 

I strolled around with two of my 
grandchildren, Sydney and CJ, as 
the Haitian band Kreyol Roots 
played smooth easy music in the 
background and people created 
colorful chalk masterpieces and 
enjoyed delish munchies from 
neighborhood mainstays like  
Urban Tables and JB Alberto’s. 

It was an impressive neighbor-

magic from p. 3 hood event and a splendid time 
appeared to be had by all. 

Shop ’til you drop … at A 
Just Harvest’s Farm Stand, which  
recently opened and will fea-
ture veggies, herbs, cut flowers,  
houseplants and more from 2 
to 5 p.m. Tuesdays and Thurs-
days through the end of October. 
Check them out outside of their  
“Hoophouse,” just south of 7649 
N. Paulina St. All plants and 
produce are grown locally using 
organic methods in the North of 
Howard community by Urban 
Agriculture apprentices. 

Newhart news … come toast 
our native son, comedian Bob  
Newhart, when the Edgewater 
Historical Society honors him 
with a commemorative historical 
marker that’ll be unveiled at 11:30 
a.m. Thursday at Colvin House, 
5940 N. Sheridan Rd., which is 
kitty-corner from the Thorndale 
Beach North Condos, which was 
the fictional home of Bob and  
Emily Hartley in the popular, long-
running TV sitcom, “The Bob  
Newhart Show.” Hard to believe 
that show premiered 50 years ago 
this September! Newhart, who 
graduated from the nearby Loyola 
U., turns 93 on Sept. 5. 

Here’s wishing him a very  
happy birthday and our  
heartiest congratulations! And 
thanks, Bob, for all the laughs!

(Top) The Thorndale Beach North Condominiums, the fictional home of 
Bob “Hartley” Newhart. (Bottom) Newhart cast Bill Daley, Marcia Wallace 
Peter Bonerz, Bob Newhart and Suzanne Pleshette.

On Aug. 10, attorneys filed suit in Chicago federal court against  
Northwestern Memorial Hospital and Facebook for allegedly allowing  
Facebook to track patient information through Northwestern’s patient 
scheduling portal.
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German-American Oktoberfest
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56TH ANNUAL STEUBEN PARADE
SATURDAY, SEPT. 10, 2022

by Patrick Butler

Germans began pouring into 
the U.S. before this country was 
even born. 

In fact a prominent German 
helped Gen. George Washington 
lead the new nation to win the 
Revolutionary War against Eng-
land. And today, the German-
American community holds an 
annual march in his honor.

Baron Frederick Wilhelm von 
Steuben was introduced to Gen. 
George Washington by means of 
a letter from Ben Franklin as a 
“Lieutenant General in the King 
of Prussia’s service.” He was ad-
vanced travel funds and left Eu-
rope from Marseilles, France. On 
Sept. 26, 1777, he reached Ports-
mouth, New Hampshire and by 
Dec. 1, he was in Boston. 

Congress was in York, PA, af-
ter being ousted from Philadel-
phia for the winter, and on Feb. 
5, 1778, Steuben was with them. 
They accepted his offer to volun-
teer, without pay, and on Feb. 23, 
Steuben reported for duty to Gen. 
Washington at Valley Forge. 

Steuben did not speak English, 
but his French was such that he 
could communicate with some of 
the officers. Washington’s aide-
de-camp, Alexander Hamilton, 
and Nathanael Greene assisted 
Steuben in drafting a training 
program for the soldiers which 
found approval with the Com-
mander-in-Chief.

Steuben began with a “model 
company,” a group of 100 chosen 
men and trained them himself… 
they in turn successively worked 
outward into each brigade. Steu-
ben’s eclectic personality great-
ly enhanced his mystique. He 
trained the soldiers, who at this 
point were generally lacking 
in proper clothing themselves, 
in full military dress uniform, 
swearing and yelling out orders 
to them in German and French.

His regulations for the order 
and discipline of the colonials 
became the army’s standard drill 
manual, the Regulations for the 
Order and Discipline of U.S. 
Troops, which remained the offi-
cial military manual until 1814. 

At Yorktown his role was as 
commander of one of the three 
divisions of Washington’s troops. 
You may recall learning in grade 
school how the Revolutionary 
War turned out… 

Steuben became an American 
citizen by act of Pennsylvania 
legislature in March 1784 (and 
later by the New York legislature 
in July 1786). He was discharged 
from the military with honor on 
March 24, 1784.

In Chicago Steuben is memo-
rialized by Von Steuben Met-
ropolitan Science Center, 5039 
N. Kimball Ave. The school has 
not always been known by that 
name.  In fact, the facade of the 
building refers to the building 
as home to Von Steuben Senior 
High School. That was true from 
1933 to 1982.   

Von Steuben originally opened 

its doors at the corner of Kimball 
and Carmen avenues in the Al-
bany Park community as a junior 
high school in Sept. 1930, with 
a capacity of 2,500 students.  In 
Sept. 1933, it was designated as a 
senior high school with a portion 
of the building to be used as an 
elementary school.

According to some reports, 
there were enough Germans in 
the Colonies that a number of 

German-Americans were even 
suggesting that both English and 
German be the official languag-
es.

The first Germans arrived in 
Chicago in the 1830s. Germans 
arrived here in large numbers as 
Chicago began to develop in the 
mid-19th century. Some 1,000 
Germans were in Chicago in 
1845. In 1848, the first large group 
of Germans immigrated due to 

failed revolts in German states. 
The peak of German immigration 
was 1890.

In 1900, there were 470,000 
Chicago residents who had at 
least one parent born in Germany 
and/or who were born in Germa-
ny themselves. Those of German 
descent were the largest ethnic 
group of Chicago from 1850 until 
the turn of the century.

Generally opposed to slavery, 

Germans-Americans signed up 
in large numbers when President 
Lincoln called for volunteers to 
help put down the 1861 insurrec-
tion.

By the time the rebels were sent 
back south with their loss four 
years later, a number of German-
Americans had distinguished 
themselves such as Maj. Gen. Carl 

germans see p. 8

Germans in Chicago and America
100th German American 
Day festivities coming 
Sept. 9 to 11
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Schurtz (remembered today with the high 
school here on the North Side), and Gen. 
George Armstrong Custer (original family 
name Kuster.)

Around the same time, a number of Ger-
mans a few years later got into anarchist-
radical politics, organized the 1886 Hay-
market Riot and fought its own war in 1885 
after Chicago Mayor Levi Boone closed all 
beer beer gardens and saloons.

As the migration from Europe to the 
USA progressed, many German’s headed 
west and stopped in Chicago to earn some 
money before moving on to claim a home-
stead. Those with skills in demand in the 
city could—and often did—stay. 

In Chicago, Germans were found in 
many neighborhoods. The oldest, origi-
nally settled by people from Bavaria and 
Württemberg, was on the North Side. 

A newer, working-class neighborhood, 
settled by immigrants from the East Elbian 
provinces, was situated on the Northwest 
Side, between Chicago and Fullerton av-
enues on both sides of the river, with North 
Ave. often referred to as the “German 
Broadway.” Later North Center and Lin-
coln Square became strong German com-
munities, while Lincoln Ave. was lined 
with  dozens of German restaurants, retail 
stores, bars and social clubs.

Gymnastics and choir halls, beer gar-
dens, and excursion sites were important 
parts of German American everyday cul-
ture. Whole families met in brightly lit and 
comfortable pubs, and on Sundays women 
and children joined the men on excursions 
to the beer gardens.

In 1850, Germans constituted one-sixth 
of Chicago’s population. Until the turn of 
the century, people of German descent 
constituted the largest ethnic group in the 
city.

In 1900, 470,000 Chicagoans—one out of 
every four residents—had either been born 
in Germany or had a parent born there. By 

germans from p. 7

1920 their numbers had dropped because 
of reduced emigration from Germany but 
also because it had become unpopular to 
acknowledge a German heritage, although 
22% of Chicago’s population still did so.

Toward the end of the19th century, the 
origin of Chicago’s German population 
reflected the overall pattern of German 
emigration. Originating in the southwest-
ern part of the territory in the 1830s, mass 
emigration had moved toward the middle 
areas by the 1850s and ‘60s and tapped the 
agrarian northeast with its large estates in 
the 1880s and ‘90s. Approximately 35% of 
Chicago’s Germans came from the north-
east, 25% from the southwest, 17% from 
the northwest, 11% from the west, and 12% 
from the southeast.

More familiar with German culture were 
those who had arrived in the great wave of 
German immigration in the 1880s. These 
young adults, less Americanized than the 
first two groups, reinvigorated the commu-
nity’s ties to German culture and formed 
the core of the turn-of-the-century ethnic 
community. Many established small busi-
nesses, often with an ethnic clientele. Rais-
ing their children in the ethnic community, 

these parents had spent their own youth in 
Germany and therefore might have been 
able to convey a sense of German “Hei-
mat” (homeland culture) to these young 
Chicagoans.

Rebellion, of course, was nothing new 
to many of the Germans (and Irishmen for 
that matter) back at home. Many soon be-
came involved in a number of labor parties 
shortly after their arrival here.

By then, German workers were meeting 
at beer gardens, picnics – anywhere they 
could – to push for better working condi-
tions and decent pay.

Newspapers like the Illinois Statts-
Zeutung, owned by former Cook County 
Sheriff A.C. Hessing, the Chicago Arbeit-
er-Zeutung, the Chicago Freie Presse, and 
the Abendpost each catered to its own au-
dience.

Places like DANK Haus in Lincoln 
Square, and the Germania Club in Old 
Town became important meeting places. 
(Back in the early 1900s, the Kaiser’s 
brother even paid a visit.)

Things changed, however, when the U.S. 
entered World War I after the sinking of 
the Lusitania. Many German organizations 
changed their names and grew more pri-

Try authentic German food and traditional drinks and dance to the music of German bands. The centerpiece of the city’s German-American Day celebration is the German Day Parade on 
Lincoln Ave. Traditional singing and dancing groups from Chicago will perform on Saturday after the parade and on Sunday at 2 p.m.

Erich Himmel, president of the German 
Day Assoc., died Monday, Aug. 29, after a 
short hospital stay. He died on the cusp of 
100th anniversary of German-American 
Day festivities, an annual event hosted in 
Lincoln Square that he was closely affili-
ated with.

He was president of the German Day As-
sociation since 1989.

“[Himmel] was one of the kindest and 
hardest working people I have ever had the 
pleasure of knowing and working with and 
he will be truly missed by everyone that 
has known him or worked with him,” said 
Elfriede Peters, German Day secretary, in 
announcing his death.

“He was a gentle giant that will never be 
forgotten and the German Community will 
never be the same without him. He worked 
tirelessly every day to make sure that our 
German traditions and our German heri-
tage remain alive.”

Himmel is survived by his wife of 65 
years, Inge Himmel, his two daughters 
Diana and Carol, his three grandchildren 
Erich, Michelle and Ashley, and his great 
grandchildren Parker and Hudson.

His wake will be held on Thursday and 
Friday, from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Drake and 
Son, 5303 N. Western Ave.

Erich Himmel  
dead at 86

President of German Day Assoc. 
dies on cusp of 100th anniversary 

of German Day

GREEN
element
RESALE
  6241 N. Broadway

DONATE    SHOP    SUPPORT

www.big-medicine.org    773-942-6522

Mon - Sat: 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.    Sunday: Noon to 7 p.m.

vate.
The Germania Club became the Lincoln 

Club (later renamed back to the Germania) 
and even many pets with German-sound-
ing names were given more “American” 
names.

It got to the point in many homes and res-
taurants where suddenly they were serving 

germans see p. 9

The United German American Societ-
ies of Greater Chicago, the parent orga-
nization for over 50 German-American 
organizations in Chicago, will be host-
ing the 56th Von Steuben Parade 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 10, on Lincoln Ave. from 
Irving Park to Western and Lawrence av-
enues in Lincoln Square. 

Meanwhile the 101st Anniversary Ger-
man American Festival will be held Sept. 
9, 10 and 11 at Lincoln, Leland and West-
ern avenues. 

Additional local programming will be 
held later in September, first with the 
DANK Haus and Ravenswood Lake View 

German events and programing…  
Von Steuben Parade Sept. 10

Historical Assoc. who will be co-hosting a 
community open house at DANK, Thurs-
day, Sept. 22. 

At noon on Sunday, Sept. 25, the Ra-
venswood Lake View Historical Assoc. 
and Niedersachsen Club of Chicago, 4548 
N. Lincoln Ave., will be hosting an open 
house and lecture by author Joseph C. 
Heinen, a German-American and long-
time Lincoln Square resident, who holds 
a master’s degree in history. He will be 
speaking on the history of German Clubs 
in Chicago. Tours of Lincoln Square will 
follow, provided by Maria Bappert.
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The Covent Hotel reconstruc-
tion project in Lincoln Park is 
about to get underway.

Construction is set to begin in 
September after years of planning 
and approval hurdles. 

Originally proposed back in 
2016, the project at 2653 N. Clark 
will reuse the existing Covent Ho-
tel building while adding a new 
building to the parking lot behind 
the building. 

Planned by The NHP Founda-
tion, the conversion of the Covent 
Hotel will see its 64 SRO units 
renovated into 30 small afford-
able studio apartments. The his-
toric building will front N. Clark 
St with 4,700 square feet of retail 
space and a new residential lobby. 
The building will have no parking 
spaces.

NHP Foundation originally 
bought the Covent Hotel for $7 

million back in 2016 and the proj-
ect will be financed through a 
HUD FHA loan as well as tax-ex-
empt bonds, Low Income Housing 
Tax Credit financing, and historic 
tax credit equity. Construction is 
expected to last 18 months.

In the former parking lot lo-
cated behind the Covent Hotel 
will rise new market-rate housing. 
Designed by Brininstool + Lynch, 
the seven-story residential build-
ing will add 84 new market-rate 
units, split into 12 studios, 30 one-
beds, 24 one-bed plus dens, and 
18 two-beds. 

On the ground floor of the new 
80-foot tall building, the lobby 
and amenity space will front W. 
Drummond Place with 52 car 
parking spaces included on the 
site, with most inside an interior 
parking garage on the ground 
floor.

BY PATRICK BUTLER

It’s been 21 years since they 
shut down Edgewater Hospital, 
but North Siders haven’t com-
pletely forgotten.  

In fact, podcasters Todd Ganz 
and Stephani Young of ifthe-
wallscouldtalkpodcast.com, told 
all about everything to do with the 
former hospital from the stories of 
the famous who’d been born there 
– from Hillary Rodham Clinton 
to John Wayne Gacy to the days 
of Dr. Maurice Mazel.

Their program reviews Edge-
water Hospital’s early days as a 
glitzy medical center that served 
the North Side during Chicago’s 
Jazz Age, to its last days, when 
heinous insurance fraud led to 
patients dying and hospital ad-
ministrators and doctors doing 
jail time.

Dr. Mazel founded the Edge-
water Hospital, 5700 N. Ashland 
Ave., at the outset of the Great 

Depression in 1929.
Back then, Edgewater Hospital 

was considered one of the coun-
try’s leading hospitals, complete 
with a helicopter landing, one of 
the area’s best burn-care facili-
ties, and even a luxury swimming 
pool. Later it became a commu-
nity embarrassment when two 

physicians took it over and ran 
a racketeering operation out of 
the hospital, while driving it into 
bankruptcy.

Back when the Mazals ran 
things one former orderly re-
called how Mrs. Harriet Mazel-
Szanto would wander through the 
halls, talking with patients. She 

From riches to rags, the story of Edgewater Hospital’s fall
functioned as chairman and CEO 
from 1980 to 1984. She later shed 
the CEO title, but remained on as 
chairman until 1988. 

If she found a patient call 
light not being answered quickly 
enough, that staff worker would 
be fired immediately.

“The place was like a Navy 
ship,” the onetime orderly re-
called.  

And it wasn’t just Chicagoans 
who went out to Edgewater Hos-
pital when they needed help, Ganz 
and Young reminded everyone 
during their recent talk sponsored 
by the Edgewater Library. 

Even Frank Sinatra came in 
when he was in from wherever, 
Ganz noted.

Newsweek did a fantastic story 
in 1978, focusing especially on 
the Edgewater Hospital.

But things stated changing af-
ter Dr. Mazel died in 1980.

The management – and attitude 
– started changing overnight, 
Ganz noted. It all ended with its 
one time owner and manager, 
Peter Rogan, fleeing to Canada 

Edgewater Medical Center as it appeared in the ‘50s-’60s. The original 
building is to the left and Mazel House 1953 expansion to the right.

to avoid prosecution. Rogan was 
convicted in 2015 of lying about 
his assets to try to prevent paying 
$188 million in civil judgments 
against him. 

Longtime doctors started leav-
ing as an entirely different group 
of doctors started making their 
way in, coaxing destitute men liv-
ing on the street to come in for 
“free medical treatment,” which 
in many cases called for unneces-
sary surgery, even amputations.  

The cost would then be passed 
on to the state and federal reim-
bursement. And the “patients” 
ultimately sent back out on the 
street. Then two people died from 
unnecessary heart operations and 
that’s when the house of cards 
crumbled. 

Rogan acquired Edgewater 
Medical Center in 1989 for $1 
million cash and assumed its $10 
million in liabilities. In 1994 Ro-
gan sold it and the real estate to 
the Edgewater Property Company 
[EPC], which he also controlled. 

HOSPITAL see p. 13

Library talk explains 
hospital’s history

New Covent Hotel construction 
about to start

Let everyone sweep  
in front of his own door, 
and the whole world  
will be clean.

— Goethe

BY CWBCHICAGO

In Chicago’s Town Hall 19th 
Police District, robbery reports 
are at a five-year high. CPD’s 
latest internal stats report shows 
robberies in the district, which 
patrols Lakeview and much of 
Uptown, Lincoln Park, North 
Center, and Lincoln Square, are 
63% higher than last year and 
16% higher than 2018.

In Lakeview crime is way up;  
while the number of cops on patrol 

way down
From 500 cops  
down to 287

On Aug. 27, the district saw at 
least two more armed robberies. 
And around noon, a high-profile 
search for three suspected armed 
robbers in Boystown drew a lot of 
attention, but cops came up emp-
ty-handed.

Most recently, two men dis-
played pistols to rob a victim who 
was walking in the 700 block of 
W. Oakdale around 9:45 p.m. Sat-
urday. After getting the victim’s 
phone, wallet, and keys, they ran 
north on Halsted.

Earlier in the day, four men, 

three of whom displayed hand-
guns, robbed three victims in 
Boystown, according to Chicago 
police.

A CPD spokesperson said the 
victims, all men in their early to 
mid-20s, were on the corner of 
Waveland and Broadway when 
the group confronted them and 
demanded their property around 
3:25 a.m. The robbers fled west 
on Waveland after stealing the 
victims’ wallets and phones.

BY JACK LYDON

Football season is back and ear-
ly play for two local teams proved 
sloppy but effective. 

The DePaul Prep Rams came 
back from a 14-0 deficit against 
the Payton College Prep to defeat 
the Grizzlies 42-21 Aug. 26 at De-
Paul during their season opener.

The Rams did not play well 
in the first half, but the Grizzles 
did. 

DePaul sophomore quarterback 
Fernando “JuJu” Rodriguez was 
picked off on a late throw down 
the middle early in the first quar-

High School football season underway
DePaul comeback upends 
Payton 42-21

CRIME see p. 16

ter. After the interception and a 
couple Rams penalties, the Griz-
zlies scored on a 19-yard screen 
pass. 

The ensuing kickoff was thing 
of beauty. The Payton kicker 
popped the ball up to the Rams 
20-yard line. The ball hit the field 
turf and bounced back like a punt. 
Rams returner Lavelle Hardy had 
no chance. Payton sophomore Ste-
veon Bynum recovered the ball. 

On the next play, Payton quar-
terback Kyle Osterman laid out a 
beautiful fade pass to sophomore 
wide receiver Finn Ryan at the 
goal line for a 22-yard touchdown. 
Just that fast, Payton was up 14-0 
and was rolling.

DePaul moved the ball but just 

could not get in sync. 
With 1:35 left in the first half, 

the Rams rallied. Rodriguez hit 
standout junior wide receiver 
Hardy on a skinny post. Hardy 
did the rest, running it in from 55-
yards out. 

With an onside kick of their 
own, DePaul’s junior linebacker 
Danny Kelly recovered the ball. 
JuJu hit junior wide receiver Mi-
chael Bloom in the end zone to tie 
the game. The Rams were back in 
it despite looking terrible in the 
first half. 

On the last play of the half, 
Osterman launched the ball up 
the visitor sideline to - as Payton 

FOOTBALL see p. 16

Last Saturday’s Chalk Howard Street brought folks out to have some fun. 
See story on page 3.                                             Photo by Felicia Dechter

Drawin’ in the streets

From riches to rags, the story of a North Side hospital’s fall

tio, but with its “something for everyone” 
menu, its stylish environs, its recurring 
specials and promos, and its alluring cock-
tail program.

But as everyone knows, things changed 
dramatically for this type of business after 
the government-imposed pandemic shut-
down.

tavern from p. 1

trols submerging the fountains equipment, 
and taking it offline.

The Centennial Fountain will now be 
down for 18 to 24 months. The repairs 
needed are extensive and expensive, likely 
to cost over $1 million.

In 1988 the Metropolitan Sanitary Dis-
trict awarded the Blinderman Construction 
Co. Inc. of Northbrook a $3.65 million con-

fountain from p. 1

Superior St. east of Fairbanks Ct. will 
be closed to vehicle traffic from Tuesday, 
Sept. 6 to Saturday Oct. 15 due to construc-
tion at Northwestern Memorial Hospital.

A large crane will fill the street as part 
of construction of a new penthouse on the 
top of the Searle Building, 320 E. Superior 

Hospital construction means  
month-long Superior St. closure

St., that will house new boiler equipment.
The north side Superior St. sidewalk will 

also be closed from 6 a.m. to 5 p.m. each 
day.

Pedestrian and ADA access will be avail-
able from the south side of Superior St.
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Your property on the North Side was recently 

reassessed - or soon will be - by the Cook 

County Assessor. This new assessment may 

increase your 2018 taxes. We have 42-years of 

experience in reducing these assessments.

REAL ESTATE  

TAX REDUCTIONS

Call us today 773-941-4949

Free city IDs  

now available,  

but some question 

the end game

CITY ID

Mag Mile goes wild, police out-numbered

At least four injured  

as hundreds of teens  

run wild near historic 

Water Tower

Community to see what may rise  

at failed Spire location May 15

DuSable Park Advisory Council forming May 9

MAG MILE
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This issue of the Inside-Boost-

er, distributed in the Township of 

Lake View, contains a 192-page 

supplement of the Real Estate 

Assessment List for Lake View 

Township. This list is prepared by 

the Cook County Assessor’s Of-

fice (CCAO), under the direction 

of Assessor Joseph Berrios. 

If there is no copy in this news-

paper and you’d like one, please 

call this newspaper at 773-465-

9700 to request one and we will 

deliver it to you for free.

The Assessor does not set tax 

rates, levies or the State of Illinois 

Equalizer nor does he decide the 

dollar amount of your tax bill. Tax 

rates and levies are determined 

by municipalities and other local 

taxing bodies such as school dis-

tricts. The Assessor’s only job is 

to determine the estimated market 

value of your property, based on 

an analysis of sales of comparable 

properties in your neighborhood 

and area. That analysis is done 

every three years (triennially). 

“Assessed Value” (AV) is the 

portion of market value to which 

Lake View Township  

Real Estate Assessment list

Cook County Assessor Jo-

seph Berrios has announced 

that reassessment notices have 

been mailed to close to 22,400 

single-family and 7,000 condo-

minium homeowners in Lakev-

iew Township. Reassessment 

notices contain proposed val-

ues for property Tax Year 2018, 

which will be reflected on Sec-

ond-Installment Tax Bills to be 

mailed and due in the summer 

of 2019.
The real estate market is 

healthier. Better market value, 

naturally, results in increased 

assessed value. 

Among the findings from 

the Lakeview Township reas-

Reassessment notices mailed  

to Lakeview Township

Home values continue to improve;  

Median Sale Price for homes is $790,000

Residential assessments 

increase by a median  

of 31.24%

ASSESSMENT

sessment are that the median 

assessed value of homes in-

creased to 78,717 in 2018, from 

59,683 in 2015 -- a median per-

centage increase of 31.24%. 

The median sale price for 

single-family homes and other 

non-condo residential proper-

ties increased from $610,000 

in 2015 to $790,000 in 2017. 

The proposed assessments 

of condominiums in Lakeview 

Township reflect a median in-

crease of 28.65% in assessed 

value.
“If taxpayers wish to appeal 

their reassessment values, they 

should do it now and not wait 

until the following year when 

the new Tax Year 2018 values 

are shown on Second-Install-

MAILED

Cop settles lawsuit alleging  

race-charged off-duty battery  

of Boystown bouncer, page 5

A major new water main  

installation that was scheduled 

to be underway in mid-May on  

Diversey, from Damen to Racine 

avenues, has been postponed due 

to ongoing work at the Lathrop 

Homes site that would create too 

many conflicts with the water 

main construction. 

The two-mile-long water main 

project will be postponed until  

Major construction project  

on Diversey postponed

at least September. 

NPL Construction has been 

hired to install a 12” water main 

in Diversey for the Dept. of Wa-

ter. Once underway the project is 

sure to tie up traffic considerably 

as well as test out the durability of 

tires, shock absorbers and the pa-

tience of commuters and nearby 

neighbors.

BY PATRICK BUTLER

About 25 local residents got a 

peek at the plans for a long-await-

ed Lincoln Ave. Corridor Plan at 

a May 14 Wrightwood Neighbors 

Assoc. [WNA] meeting at the 

New Life Church, 1110 W. Lilly 

St.
According to Kim Schiff, full 

details will be unveiled at a 6 p.m. 

May 22 Lincoln Park Chamber of 

Commerce [LPCC] meeting at the 

Victory Gardens Theater, 2433 N. 

Lincoln Ave., attended by Ald. 

Michele Smith [43rd], and mem-

bers of the WNA and the Lincoln 

Central Assoc.

Schiff, who is the CEO of the 

LPCC, said the plan was devel-

oped in cooperation with the Lin-

coln Ave. Special Service Area 

over the two years since Chil-

dren’s Memorial Hospital left the 

community after more than 100 

Lincoln Ave. Corridor plan unveiled May 22

BY CWBCHICAGO.COM

Police responding to a call of a 

suspicious person in North Cen-

ter last week wound up arrest-

ing a man who is now charged 

with committing seven burglar-

ies across the North Side since 

February. And investigators think 

Thomas French, 44, may be re-

sponsible for many more.

Around 2:00 p.m. May 9, offi-

cers responded to a call of a man 

pulling on front doors and turning 

doorknobs in the 1900 block of W. 

Cuyler. After getting a description 

of the suspect, they found French 

nearby and recognized him as 

being the subject of an internal 

police department investigative 

alert. Detectives wanted to talk 

with him about a series of break-

ins, the alert said.

Now, French is charged with 

seven counts of felony burglary. 

Judge Sophia Atcherson set his 

bail at $30,000. If French is able 

to post a $3,000 deposit to go 

free, he will be required to go on 

electronic monitoring, Atcherson 

said.

Man charged with seven 

North Side break-ins, 

maybe many more
Police said French was carry-

ing a backpack and two shopping 

bags when they stopped him for 

questioning. The bags contained 

an Xbox, Xbox games, a bag of 

loose change, an empty iPhone 

box, two watches, a wallet be-

longing to a different person, a 

bundle of gift cards, headphones, 

an Epiphone studio guitar, and 

pawn shop transaction receipts, 

according to court papers.

Prosecutors say French is re-

sponsible for taking much more 

from a series of victims across the 

North Side including a Chicago 

Bulls hat signed by Michael Jor-

dan; a Yamaha guitar, a jewelry 

box, multiple tablets, and—from 

one lucky strike in Uptown—

nearly $20,000 worth of designer 

watches.
French is accused of burglariz-

ing homes in the 800 block of W. 

Oakdale; the 800 block of W. Alt-

geld; the 2600 block of N. Wilton; 

the 4000 block of N. Hermitage; 

the 4000 block of N. Kenmore; 

the 1500 block of N. Milwaukee; 

and the 1900 block of W. Cuyler.

years of being housed at the Lin-

coln, Halsted, Fullerton intersec-

tion.
The still unveiled plan covers 

the strip along Lincoln Ave. be-

tween Diversey and Webster av-

enues, said Frank Kryzak, LPCC 

development director. 

The improvements are de-

signed to attract new businesses 

and retain the old ones with mass 

transit improvements such as pas-

sageways through alleys to near-

by elevated stations and contact-

ing urban design firms for ideas 

on how to make the area more 

attractive and pedestrian friendly, 

Kryzak said.

“We want to make this a pur-

poseful and incidental destina-

tion,” Kryzak continued. “The 

idea is to help people know 

they’re in Lincoln Park, not in 

Lake View” through the use of 

stylish metal sign markers.

Kryzak added that the corridor 

committee has also been looking 

for “street furniture” and plant-

ers and already met with DePaul 

Univ. officials on ways to im-

prove the look of the Halsted and 

Lincoln corner.

“We want to make it more in-

viting,” he said. But “we want 

this space to be functional as well 

as beautiful.”

Several local residents urged 

the committee to get more book-

stores and record shops “like there 

used to be on Lincoln Ave.” 

But Schiff said everything de-

pends on getting enough private 

and public funding to make it all 

happen.

Fashion, fondue and wine

Geja’s Cafe, 340 W. Armitage, 

and Italian fashion boutique Via 

Strozzi, 1971 N. Halsted St., are 

teaming up for an afternoon of 

fashion, fondue and fine wines 

noon to 3 p.m. Sunday—Italian 

style.
Via Strozzi will showcase their 

spring collection during the first 

ever fashion show at Geja’s Cafe. 

The afternoon will start off 

with a cheese fondue, followed 

by Parmesan crusted chicken sal-

ad and then Geja’s Dark Choco-

late fondue. Each course will be 

accompanied by a fine Italian 

wine. During the event, models 

will show the Spring/Summer 

fashions of Via Strozzi. The price 

is $55 per person, call 773-281-

9101 for reservations.
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The Chicago Park District 

broke ground last week on the 

second segment of the Lakefront 

Trail Separation project to cre-

ate separate bike and pedestrian 

paths from Montrose to Ardmore. 

Construction to separate the en-

tire 18-mile trail is expected to be 

complete by the end of 2018.

The trail separation is designed 

to alleviate areas of congestion 

by creating two distinct paths; a 

bike trail and a separate pedes-

trian trail for those on foot. Initial 

funding was provided by the Chi-

cago Park District and completion 

of the project was made possible 

by a generous donation from Ken 

Lakefront Trail separation underway  

from Montrose to Ardmore

Entire trail may be done  

by year-end

STORY AND PHOTO  

BY BOB KITSOS

Iconic Senn High School, 5900 

N. Glenwood, will be getting a 

facelift of sorts beginning this 

summer as a $3 million renova-

tion plan recently was announced 

by Chicago Public Schools and 

City Hall. The renovations are 

expected to be completed by the 

summer of 2019.

Upgrades will be made to class-

rooms, counseling offices, locker 

rooms and the auditorium. Struc-

tural repairs and modifications will 

be made to building entryways 

and target locations throughout 

the school, including accessibility 

ramps. In addition, improvements 

will be made to classroom data 

and IT infrastructure.

“In Chicago, we will continue 

to make essential investments to 

ensure children across the city 

have access to high-quality op-

portunities,” said Mayor Emanuel 

at the announcement. “Senn High 

school has long prepared Chicago 

students for a brighter future, and 

these renovations provide an even 

better environment for them to 

grow and thrive.”

Locker room upgrades will 

include new lockers, floor tiles, 

lighting and replacements to 

plumbing fixtures. Many class-

rooms will be provided with new 

boards and the computer lab will 

Major renovation 

announced for Senn High

$3M project will take  

one year to complete

be upgraded. Site improvements 

also will be made to the adminis-

trative offices, entryways and the 

auditorium.  

The small gym will be convert-

ed to a community fitness room 

operated by the Chicago Park 

District. It currently uses Senn 

facilities for summer day camps 

and has donated fitness equip-

ment to the school.

“This investment provides 

a step forward to improve the 

school and support Senn stu-

dents,” said Ald. Harry Osterman 

[49th]. “With this renovation, stu-

dents will keep succeeding and 

growing in one of the best schools 

in Chicago.”  

Located in the Edgewater 

neighborhood, the school is oper-

ated by the CPS system. It was in-

augurated in 1913 and has a cur-

rent enrollment of 1,155 students. 

The school is named in honor of 

surgeon, instructor and founder 

of the Association of Military 

Surgeons of the U.S., Nicholas 

Senn. He served as the president 

of the American Medical Assoc. 

in 1897-1898 and as chief sur-

geon on the Sixth Army Corps in 

1898.  
Senn alumni include Clayton 

Moore (the Lone Ranger), best-

selling author John Jakes, Acad-

emy Award-winning film director 

William Friedkin and Harold Ra-

mis, comedy writer, film director 

and actor, and this newspapers 

now-deceased former gossip col-

umnist, Ann Gerber.

Police are warning residents of three recent residential burglar-

ies that have occurred in Andersonville within a couple blocks of 

each other. 

In these burglaries, the offender(s) gain entry to premises 

through unlocked doors or by forcing open a rear window. Once 

inside, the offender(s) remove property from the apartment. 

Incidents include one on the 1300 block of W. Carmen Ave., 

12:15 p.m. April 16; another in the 1300 block of W. Argyle Ave., 

3:30 p.m. April 25, and the other on the 1200 block of W. Winona 

Ave., 10 p.m. May 5. 

Police are asking anyone with information on these crimes to 

call 312-744-8263 and reference: P18-N-139.

Andersonville break-ins reported

The Chicago Math and Sci-

ence Academy [CMSA], 7212 N. 

Clark St., in Rogers Park was just 

named the number one ranked 

charter high school in the state 

of Illinois according to the U.S. 

News and World Report “Best 

High Schools” annual report.

Founded in Rogers Park in 

2004, CMSA is focused on 

preparing students for college 

and the world beyond by offer-

Rogers Park school ranked #1  

charter high school in Illinois

ing high-quality, college-prep, 

STEM-focused education.

The report also ranked 

CMSA number 10 among all 

Chicago’s 105 non-selective en-

rollment schools and number 

69 among all 670 public high 

schools in Illinois. They were one 

of only 115 high schools schools 

in Illinois to receive U.S. News & 

World Reports’ coveted Bronze 

Medal, which is awarded to 

“high-performing schools based 

on state exam performance.”

Ninety-eight percent of CMSA 

students are non-white and 95% 

qualify for free or reduced lunch, 

which means they come from 

families with incomes at or be-

low 185% of the poverty income 

threshold. The vast majority of 

the students come from Rogers 

Park families where neither par-

ent attended college.

Griffin, Founder and Chief Ex-

ecutive Officer of Citadel.

“Breaking ground from Mon-

trose to Ardmore is an important 

step as we continue to make the 

lakefront more accessible and 

more enjoyable for the pedes-

trians and cyclists living in, and 

visiting our city,” said CPD CEO 

Michael P. Kelly.

Chicago’s Lakefront Trail is 

one of the busiest in the nation. 

Used by cyclists, joggers and 

people enjoying the scenery, it is 

estimated that more than 100,000 

people per day use the trail during 

summer weekends according to a 

recent study.

The sections from Oak St. to 

Ohio St. and Fullerton Ave. to 

North Ave. are complete, with 

continued construction on the rest 

of the trail this year. Chicago’s 

entire Lakefront Trail, which runs 

from Ardmore Avenue on the 

north to 71st Street on the south, 

will be separated for cyclists and 

pedestrians.

The standard bike trail will 

measure 12’ in width and the pe-

destrian trail will measure 20’ in 

width with 14’ of asphalt or con-

crete and three feet of compacted 

stone mix on both sides. In some 

cases due to site constraints, these 

standard designs could not be 

achieved so the dimensions have 

been altered as necessary; how-

ever trail separation will still have 

been achieved.

About 15% of the city’s restaurants 
closed during the pandemic, including 
Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse in River North, 
Lawry’s, Morton’s on State St., The Prime 
Rib and many many more. 

Stefani told Crain’s that he didn’t rule 
out reopening the restaurant elsewhere. 
His firm operates six other restaurants in 
town.

tract to build a cannon that would shoot an 
eight-story arc of water over the Chicago 
River at the lakefront.  

Along with the cannon a fountain would 
be built at McClurg Court to celebrate the 
centennial of the district. It was dedicated 
and put into service in 1989.

Designed by Lohan Associates the Nich-
olas J. Melas Centennial Fountain was an 
impressive addition to the river walk.


