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Life is a song to me.

— Dolly Parton

The plan to covert a downtown 
office building into a data center 
is getting a thumbs up from City 
Hall.

It may be the first of several 
efforts to fill empty downtown 
office space with data centers, 
as properties with the right floor 
layouts and infrastructure are lo-
cated to operate the data centers.

Last week the Permit Review 
Committee of the Commission 
on Chicago Landmarks approved 
the adaptive reuse of the office 
building at 300 W. Adams into 
a data center. The project would 
convert about half of the historic 
structure built in 1920 by archi-
tect Jens Jensen that stands at the 
northwestern corner of W. Adams 
St and S. Franklin St.

Planned by Chilled AI and de-
signed by ZPD+A and C+K Ar-
chitecture, the proposal calls for 
converting office space on floors 
two through six into a data cen-
ter while floors seven and above 
would remain as office space. 
New backup generators would 
also be added onto the roof, while 
the buildings ground floor would 
remain partially retail, though 

three storefronts will be removed 
along Franklin St. to create space 
for a ComEd electrical vault. 

Reportedly the second floor 
will hold the bulk of the data 
center’s infrastructure with a thin 
band of office space along the 
street to screen off views of the 
computer stacks located inside. 

The 12-story terra cotta-clad 

building is an excellent example 
of the Gothic Revival architec-
tural style and a fine example of 
the important use in Chicago of 
architectural terra cotta for large-
scale commercial buildings. 

As a part of the buildout, the 
light courtyard will be filled in on 

300 W. Adams St.                                           Photo courtesy 42floors.com

Data center redevelopment  
at 300 W. Adams approved

BY CWBCHICAGO

A six-time convicted felon add-
ed to his growing résumé Aug. 24 
by pleading guilty to robbing the 
Dior boutique on Rush St. three 
years ago, court records show.

Judge Sophia Atcherson sen-
tenced Anthony Bowens, 56, to 
nine years in prison for armed 
robbery, plus a concurrent seven-
year sentence for a separate bur-
glary charge, according to court 
records.

In August 2023, Bowens alleg-
edly pried through two doors at 
the back of the Dior store at 931 
N. Rush St. at 10:47 p.m. Once 
inside, he pulled out a firearm 
and held a Dior security guard at 
gunpoint while collecting purses 
and bags from store shelves, pros-
ecutors said. CPD reports esti-
mated the store’s loss at between 
$40,000 and $48,000.

Bowens loaded the merchan-
dise into a black Yukon in the al-
ley and drove away. A source fa-
miliar with the investigation said 
detectives quickly zeroed in on 
Bowens because the license plate 
on the getaway vehicle was regis-
tered to him. The next afternoon, 
police spotted the Yukon near 
63rd and Lowe streets. Knowing 
the vehicle was potentially con-
nected to the Dior robbery, offi-
cers pulled it over.

According to a CPD arrest re-
port, Bowens resembled the rob-
ber captured on Dior’s security 
cameras. Officers also learned 

that his driv-
er’s license 
was suspended 
and took him 
into custody. 
Chicago po-
lice inventory 
records show 
officers found 

credit cards bearing the names of 
three other people during Bow-
ens’ arrest.

Bowens has a lengthy crimi-
nal record dating back more than 
two decades, according to Cook 
County court records. He was 
convicted of burglary and armed 
robbery in 2010 and received a 
10-year sentence for the armed 
robbery conviction. His earlier 
convictions include felon in pos-
session of a firearm and aggra-
vated unlawful use of a weapon 
in 2004, manufacture-delivery of 
cocaine in 2000, and possession 
of a controlled substance in 1999, 
according to the court file.

His nine-year sentence will be 
reduced by 50% with good be-
havior. Court records show he is 
receiving 432 days of credit from 
pretrial detention, leaving him 
with a little more than three years 
left to serve.

Six-time felon gets  
nine years for armed robbery 
of Dior store near Mag Mile

Anthony Bowens

Black-Crowned Night-Heron.                                      Photo by Russ Smith

Rare bird sighting  
in River North causes stir, see page 7

Run Mag Mile will be held 
downtown, 6 a.m. to noon, Sat-
urday, Sept. 12 and will start and 
finish in Grant Park. The 10K 
route passes down Michigan Ave. 
and extends to Chicago’s lake-
front, featuring views of Lake 
Michigan and Monroe Harbor 
before returning to the finish.

The run will attract thousands 
of runners and forces the closure 
of Michigan Ave. to vehicle traffic 

Run Mag Mile Sept. 12
as participants jog past landmarks 
including the Chicago River, Tri-
bune Tower, the Wrigley Build-
ing, and the historic Water Tower. 
Events will include live music and 
entertainment along the course. 

Now in its 24th year, the event 
was organized by the Greater 
North Michigan Avenue Assoc. 
to promote the Magnificent Mile. 
For more information visit https://
runmagmile.com/race-details/.

A group of Chicago business 
and civic leaders unveiled plans 
to create new airport transporta-
tion in Chicago with the O’Hare 
Flyer, an airport express train 
they claim will provide a 15-
minute ride from downtown to 
O’Hare Airport’s Terminal 2 on 
a dedicated track with a reliable 
schedule of “whisper-quiet” train 
departures every 15 minutes.

The plan reportedly has been 
under study for the last three 
years. There is not word yet if 
a similar proposal is also being 
considered for Midway Airport.

While the nasty backups on 
the Kennedy Expy., and criminal 
safety concerns on the CTA Blue 
Line may prove there is a need for 
such a service, this is a promise 

Downtown to O’Hare in 15 minutes; 
Musk promised 12 minute rides

Could new airport  
express train be free  
from criminals, homeless 
and vagrants?

Chicago has heard before. 
Elon Musk also proposed a 

O’Hare Express Loop project in 
2018. His plan would have been 
accomplished by boring a giant 
underground tunnel leading out 
to O’Hare from downtown, a plan 
that was selected by former Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel to move forward, 
but was ultimately never built.

Last week local business lead-
ers started selling another plan, 
with claims that the O’Hare Flyer 
will connect downtown with the 
airport in 15 minutes. O’Hare Fly-
er Founder and Chief Executive 
Officer Dave Lundy said, “This 
is a first-of-its-kind express train 
in the U.S. and will give Chicago 
a safe, reliable, world-class rider 
experience on a fast, whisper-qui-
et battery-electric train.”

The claim is that the new rail 
line will provide “concierge-level 
service” on “clean trains with 
comfortable seats and luggage 
racks in every car.” They say the 

trains will run on continuous rail 
and recharge at its Downtown sta-
tion near the Old Post Office and 
at its Terminal 2 O’Hare station.

Musk’s Boring Co. promised 
to transport passengers between 
O’Hare and Block 37 in the Loop 
in approximately 12 minutes each 
way by using electric vehicles 
that would run through new twin 
underground tunnels. The proj-
ect was to be funded entirely by 
Musk’s company with no taxpay-
er subsidy, according to Mayor 
Emanuel.

Of course, unlike Musk’s Space 
X rockets, that plan never got off 
the ground. 

Lundy and his chief engineer 
Mark Walbrun said his O’Hare 
Flyer will build on our heritage 
as “America’s rail capital and 
center of innovation. By combin-
ing three existing but underused 
freight rights-of-way into a dedi-

rides see p. 16

data see p. 16 Homeowners hammered  
by real estate tax abuse and errors
                                             See page 4
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A touch of Ireland at the corner of State and Rush.
A place to see and be seen.

A touch of Ireland at the corner of State and Rush.
A place to see and be seen.

BAR AND GRILL

1050 N. State St.
Open 10 a.m. to 4 a.m. 365 days a year  
312-266-6340                              dublinschicago.com

Time for some Optimized Battery Charging

By Thomas J. O’Gorman

Crossing.
David Wilcox, 59, was charged 

with first-degree murder in the 
fatal stabbing of his long-time 
partner, a 61 year old woman. He 
has had other problems with the 
police and the public. 

The cup runneth over for this 
newspaper’s crime blotter. A cur-
sory examination of Chicago’s 
unfolding crime scenes, tumbling 
from the minds and limbs of the 
broken should startle us all. Chi-
cago consistently leads the na-
tion’s cities in the total number of 
mass shootings and mass shoot-
ing victims. Memphis, New Or-
leans, Baltimore, and St. Louis all 
try hard, but we’re still #1.

Such violence creates pub-
lic fear and terror that is all too 
much a part of everyday Chicago 
life. L arge swaths of this city 
today are uninhabitable for civi-
lized citizens. 

Who can believe the stats we 
hear from public officials, when 
nearly half of all crimes are never 
reported. The victims go home, 
lick their wounds, wipe away 
tears, and hope their batteries will 
still charge. We see that criminal 
justice is seldom exercised in 
Cook County. At best, a thug gets 
an electronic monitor that no pub-
lic officials will monitor.

Chicago has long been a gang-
land city, so there is no genuine 
expectation that we can quell vio-
lent crime. Neither Mayor Bran-
don Johnson nor the City Council 
have embraced any plan to end 
the violence all around us. Po-
lice have been neutered, we have 
no Police Superintendent, and 
Cook County courts free violent 
criminals back to our streets with 
no time served. The only crimi-
nal justice meted out now comes  
from the Feds.

What does this disorganiza-
tion imply? Has there ever been a 
lower ebb of justice, safety, intel-
ligence or reason? 

This is not going to end with 
fresh hope restoring the public 
trust. 

Right now Chicago’s brighter 
citizens are hard at work collect-
ing signatures to get new people 
on the ballots. We need a ‘throw 
the bums out’ mentality. Now that 
has the capacity to charge our bat-
teries. 

“Optimized Battery Charging.” 
These just might be the most 
comforting words appearing on 
my computers. When you see 
them on your devices you know 
everything is going to be alright.

Your phone will not run out of 
juice, your calls will have no in-
terruption, you’re still connected 
to family and friends. 

Of course my laptop is on life 
support. 

I’ve spent the summer being 
dogged by my MacBook Pro. I 
think it’s jealous of my iPhone. 

I’ve lost the letter-face of two 
keys, and I am desperate to get a 
new computer. I still trust it to do 
everything with me. It’s my type-
writer. My literary storage center. 
My television, living dictionary 
and photo center. And my best 
pal.

Right about now I think we 
all could use a double dose of 
Optimized Battery Charging. 
The need is written all over the 
faces of men and women who are 
frightened, isolated and alone.

We see it expressed in the vio-
lence, despair and emptiness in 
all the crimes taking place across 
the city. 

For instance, Officer Joseph 
Vecchio was recently arrested 
one day after a Chicago Police 
Board announced that two sepa-
rate disciplinary cases may result 
in his dismissal. It was acknowl-
edged that he had been part of a 
troubled tactical unit in his early 
years where he received more 
disciplinary complaints than any 
other Chicago cop. He faces dis-
missal. 

His brutal attack on a woman 
and holding her against her will 

resulted in his immediate arrest. 
He appears in desperate need of 
“Optimized Battery Charging.”

Quentin Jones, 45, was arrest-
ed by police following  a series 
of Gold Coast burglaries. One 
felony count of theft, alone, was 
more than $1 million. Police had 
been alerted 30 days earlier when 
a resident on E. Scott St. returned 
home to find he had been robbed. 
CPD is still investigating. 

Residents in the elegant area are 
still traumatized. It’s a time when 
many are psychologically victim-
ized as the safety and confidence 
of the neighborhood is shattered. 
The need for “Battery Charging” 
is desperately needed.

A motorist was recently 
charged in a car wreck on Lake 
Shore Dr. in which a motorcyclist 
was tragically killed. The loss of 
life is a brutal reminder of the un-
abashed trauma that can unfold in 
the blink of an eye. Such a loss of 
life demoralizes the value of hu-
man life and the danger all too 
present on urban thoroughfares. 
Lives are forever altered by the 
excess of bad judgement.  

How will survivors cope? How 
is it possible to recharge those 
batteries?

CPD collected more than 60 
shell casings  when a man went 
on a shooting rampage in Gar-
field Park. In shooting 41 times, 
Tayvion Reynolds killed a 64 
year old cancer survivor, Joanne 
Perry, the mother of six. This 
tragic incident is heartbreaking. It 
leaves six children orphaned. The 
wounds suffered by so many in-
nocent survivors are hard to heal. 
The recharging of the human bat-
tery drains away with the loss of 
hope.

Armed robbers fatally shot a 
36-year-old man after robbing 
a gas station in Brighton Park; 
Three men and two teenage boys, 
all migrants living in Chicago, 
were arrested in connection with 
a $2 million armed robbery at 
an Indianapolis jewelry store, 
and Crime Stoppers is offering a 
$10,000 reward for information 
leading to an arrest in the kill-
ing of a 59-year-old man who was 
found beaten in Greater Grand 

SISTER JEAN: Have you yet 
visited the bronze statue honoring 
Sister Jean Dolores Schmidt? It 
was unveiled last month at Loyola 
Univ. Chicago, in Rogers Park, 
commemorating the longtime 
chaplain whose influence contin-
ues to resonate across campus. We 
need more Sister Jean in our lives. 
Created by sculptor Littleton  
Alston, the statue depicts a seated 
Sister on a bench outside Loyola’s 
Athletic Center on the west quad 
lawn, allowing visitors to sit be-
side her for photos or, as Alston 
said, perhaps leave with a little 
advice.

LYRIC OPERA HOUSE:  
Inspired by Ferenc Molnár’s 
1909 play and later the basis for 
the musical adaptation of Rodgers  
and Hammerstein’s Carou-
sel, “Liliom” traces a haunting 
story of love and redemption set 
against the faded glamour of a 
Depression-era amusement park. 
It is coming the the Lyric starting 
Sept. 17, go see it. 

It is one of John Neumeier’s 
most profound artistic endeavors, 
this theatrical tour de force comes 
to life with a score by multi-Acad-
emy Award-winning composer 
Michel Legrand. For its Chicago 
premiere, Liliom features live 
music performed on stage by the 
16-piece Rob Parton’s Jazztech 
Big Band in concert with the Lyr-
ic Opera Orchestra.

GERMAN FEST: Chicago’s 
oldest cultural festival arrives 
Sept. 11 - 13, the German-Amer-
ican festival in Lincoln Square. 
Oktoberfest in Chicago. It is run 
by the German American Societ-
ies of Greater Chicago, with the 
festival committee led by Presi-
dent Joe Bradtke and Vice Presi-
dent Carol Himmel. Don’t miss 
it.

CONGRATS: Six people have 
been recognized as 2026 outstand-
ing volunteers of the year for their 
contributions to conservation on 
behalf of the Illinois Dept. of Nat-
ural Resources among them was 
Janice Helge, of Chicago. Helge 
has been a dedicated volunteer at 
the Pullman State Historic Site 
where she researches and indexes 
the history of the churches in the 
historic district and has advocat-
ed for saving historic buildings, 
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including Reformation Lutheran 
Church. 

PETS: Illinois Treasurer  
Michael Frerichs marked Na-
tional Dog Day last week by re-
turning $28,000 in unclaimed 
property to PAWS Chicago. Most 
of the money was turned over by 
a bank to the Illinois State Trea-
surer’s Office, money from an 
insurance policy. Paula Fasseas, 
Founder and Executive Chair 
of PAWS Chicago, said she was 
grateful for Frerichs and his of-
fice for connecting PAWS Chi-
cago with these unclaimed funds. 
“Every dollar makes a difference 
in our lifesaving work, helping us 
save and find loving homes for 
nearly 5,000 homeless pets and 
perform more than 21,000 spay/
neuter surgeries each year, includ-
ing free and low-cost services that 
help make veterinary care more 
accessible to pet owners facing 
financial barriers.” Ald. Brian 

charging- see p. 12
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Littleton Alston’s sculpture encour-
ages people to sit with Sister Jean 
and take photos. 
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pure oblivion somehow keeps 
him safe. While cars crash and 
swerve around him, he remains 
completely unbothered, wrapped 
in his own cozy, incorrect reality.

In 2026, it is our micro-mobili-
ty devices that remain completely 
unbothered by the chaos they may 

For more information about the Tour,
scan this with your phone or go to:

www.EdgewaterHistory.org/pretour

35th Annual
Edgewater Home Tour

Featuring the interiors of homes in

Edgewater Glen
Historic District
Sunday, September 20, 2026

Registration: 12 noon - 4 p.m.
$25 per person

Register at:
Immanuel Lutheran Church

1500 West Elmdale Ave.

Sponsored by:
Daniel Otto

By Maria Pappas, 
Cook County Treasurer

Two times a year, my office mails nearly 
1.8 million property tax bills and collects 
about $20 billion. That’s not a typo — $20 
billion. As Cook County Treasurer, our of-
fice oversees the second-largest property 
tax collection and distribution system in 
America. 

However, we do far more than send out 
bills. My office is the financial center of 
Cook County. We collect tax payments and 
distribute those funds to nearly 2,200 lo-
cal government agencies — from school  
districts and libraries to police depart-
ments, parks and public health systems. In 
turn, they put that money to work so it’s 
ultimately returned to you in the form of 
government services.

These institutions depend on our accu-

racy and timeliness to keep your neighbor-
hoods safe, your streets lit and your chil-
dren educated.

Every dollar that comes in must be  
safeguarded, tracked and reported. That’s 
why we’ve built an investment policy that 
prioritizes the safety of your money, and 
ensures there’s always enough cash on 
hand to meet the County’s obligations. 

Risk is minimized through investment 
diversification. While investment returns 
matter, protecting your tax dollars comes 
first — always. 

This office is also responsible for submit-
ting financial reports to the Cook County 
Board of Commissioners and for managing 
trust funds and other special accounts. 

When taxes go unpaid, we must prepare 
delinquency lists, notify taxpayers, ob-
tain court orders and conduct the annual 
tax sale (a legal process to recover unpaid  

How our office handles billions — and protects every penny
taxes). This system is not designed to pun-
ish — it’s built to enforce fairness. Every-
one must pay his or her fair share.

My office also 
handles refunds 
when you over-
pay. Whether 
because of a  
duplicate pay-
ment, a reduction 
in your property’s 
assessed value, or 
a court-ordered 
change in tax 
rates, we ensure 
that overpay-

ments are returned. My office currently has  
$105 million in available refunds from 
overpayments going back to 2006. We have 
an additional $19 million in missed exemp-
tion payments going back to 2022. Those 

years are firm legal deadlines. By law, you 
can only get back overpayments going back 
20 years and exemptions going back four. 
If you don’t apply in time, you could lose 
the refund that you’re owed – which we do 
not want to happen. That’s why we’ve made 
it easier to check your property’s refund  
status on our website, cookcountytreasurer.
com, for free — no lawyer or middleman 
required.

Government should not be a mystery. 
My job is to make sure your money is  
handled with precision, integrity and ab-
solute transparency. When the tax system 
works fairly, it builds trust. When it builds 
trust, it strengthens communities. That’s 
the work we do every day — managing  
billions so that Cook County works.

Maria Pappas

New law establishes rules for e-bike and scooter road hogs

by Ben Szalinski
Capitol News Illinois

We all see them, and fear their 
erratic, daredevil driving skills, 
the double and sometimes triple-
riding, and lawless behavior in 
running through red lights and 
stop signs. 

New rules governing who can 
use electric bikes and scooters, 
including where and how fast 
they go, will go into effect next 
year following Gov. JB Pritzker’s 
signature on Aug. 26.

Pritzker signed Senate Bill 3484 
which establishes regulations on 
“micromobility” transportation 
that include age requirements, 
speed limits and rules on where 
they can be operated. The bill 
takes effect Jan. 1, 2027.

Those of a certain age will re-
call the cartoon with Mr. Quincy 
Magoo slowly driving down a 
road being passed by cars speed-

But who will enforce  
the laws after Jan. 1?

ing past him, as he shouted “road 
hog!” This cartoon was a master-
class in situational irony, where 
the humor comes from the total 
disconnect between reality and 
the main character’s perception.

Our reality is that these speedy 
micro mobility devices are hog-
ging roads today not with the 
girth, but with their daring.

So now the new question is 
what new army will enforce these 
new laws? 

Chicago citizens see daily in 
Cook County courts, that a lack of 
criminal enforcement and no pun-
ishment rules the day. There is no 
real reason why the lawless of Cook 
County will change their ways with-
out some ulterior pressure.

“Technology is evolving, pro-
viding expanded mobility options 
for our neighbors through the rise 
in popularity of e-bikes and scoot-
ers,” said bill sponsor State Sen. 
Ram Villivalam. “But without 
clear regulations for these devic-
es, we are seeing increased inju-
ries and accidents — jeopardizing 

community safety.”
The bill passed both chambers 

with bipartisan support on June 
1 following several amendments 
throughout the spring session. 
The new law was one of Secre-
tary of State Alexi Giannoulias’ 
top priorities during the legisla-
tive session. He said unregulated 
micro-mobility devices have  

become a problem in the city.
Indeed, a “road hog” is some-

one who takes up too much space 
or blocks others from passing. 
Mr. Magoo in the cartoon is the 
literal definition of a road hog in 
the moment, yet he projects his 
own driving flaws onto the people 
he is actively inconveniencing. 
The cartoon’s gag is that Magoo’s rules see p. 6
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by Don DeBat

The 
Home 
Front

Homeowners hammered  
by real estate tax abuse and errors

As the old saying goes, ev-
eryone suffers two inescapable 
maladies in life—taxes and death. 
However, when the problem is 
Cook County property taxes, the 
adage should include a few other 
words: “tax abuse, errors, and bu-
reaucratic red tape”

According to the latest tax-bill 
analysis by Cook County Trea-
surer Maria Pappas, homeowners 
face a sharper increase in prop-
erty taxes this year compared 
to businesses—a result of home 
values climbing much faster than 
commercial real estate values, 
which are slumping. 

By Oct. 1, local governments 
across the county are seeking a 
whopping $743.8 million in new 
taxes, bringing the total amount 
property owners must pay to more 
than $19.9 billion, an increase of 
about 3.9% — well above the 
annual regional inflation rate of 
3.1%.

Over the past 30 years, tax in-
creases have pushed up the total 
tax tab by $12.9 billion, or 184%, 
twice the 91% increase in the lo-
cal cost of goods and services.

The increase in the overall tax 
burden is a result of local govern-
ments—school districts, cities, 
villages, the county and park dis-
tricts—continually seeking more 
money from property owners.

This year marks the 32nd an-
nual increase in a row.

Homeowners must pay $593.4 
million, or a hefty 80%, of this 
year’s tax increase, with own-
ers of businesses— commercial 
buildings, industrial plants and 
large multifamily properties, and 
vacant land picking up the rest.

It’s the fifth year in a row that 
an increased tax burden has fallen 
mostly on homeowners as com-
mercial values have declined or 
grown at a far smaller pace than 
those for homes, a trend that has 
continued since the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“Local governments need to 
learn to do more with less, par-
ticularly in these precarious eco-
nomic times,” Pappas advised. 
“Taxpayers need to vote.”

Tax Errors and red tape  
add to the burden 

Earlier this year, the Home 
Front column traced the timeline 
on one senior-citizen property 
owner’s delayed refund based on 
a whopping 21.5% 2024 tax in-
crease on a Lincoln Park 3-flat.

In 2023, the property owner, 
living on a fixed income, applied 
for a long-awaited Senior Tax 
Freeze Exemption with the Cook 
County Assessor. The exemption 
was finally approved with the is-
suance of a “Certificate of Error” 
in Jan. 2026. Here are the facts:

• Income documents and re-
quired forms filed with the As-
sessor in 2023 showing the se-
nior’s net income was under 
$65,000—the qualifying limit for 
the freeze.

Unfortunately, no action was 
taken by the Assessor in 2024. 
Total 2023 tax bill—after the 
owner’s Homeowner Exemp-
tion ($662) and Senior Exemp-
tion ($529) were subtracted—was 
$27,628.

• More documents and required 
forms were filed again in 2024 
showing the property owner’s net 
income was under the $65,000, 
qualifying limit for the freeze. 
Unfortunately, no immediate ac-
tion was taken by the Assessor.

After Homeowner and Senior 
Exemptions were subtracted, the 
property owner paid a total 2024 
tax bill of $33,565.94. The 1st In-
stallment was $13,409. The 2nd 
Installment rose to $20,157.

The total 2024 tax increase was 
21.5%. To cover the increase, the 
property owner’s lender increased 
his mortgage payment to $7,883 a 
month from $5,826 to cover tax-
escrow shortage.

• The Senior Tax Freeze finally 
was granted in Jan. 2026 based 
on documents submitted in 2023. 
As a result of the Senior Freeze, 
the property’s assessed value 
was lowered from $173,001 to 
$130,945.

The assessment reduction cre-
ated by the Senior Tax Freeze 
approval resulted in a reduced 
2024 total property tax bill on the 
3-flat of $23,068—a savings of 
$10,498.

• A Certificate of Error was is-
sued by the Cook County Asses-
sor in Jan. 2026. In February, the 
lender issued an escrow refund 
of about $1,605, and lowered the 
borrower’s monthly loan payment 
to $5,446.

• After about 60 days, the se-
nior citizen property owner fi-
nally received a 2024 tax refund 

of $10,498 from the Cook County 
Treasurer.

• However, when the second in-
stallment of the 2025 tax bill was 
posted online last week, despite 
the freeze, the tax bill on the Lin-
coln Park 3-flat jumped back up 
to $19,286 from the first install-
ment bill of $12,687. 

The shocked senior citizen 
checked the Cook County As-
sessor’s website and found that 
his hard fought and won Senior 
Freeze Exemption for 2025 had 
not been recorded in the Asses-
sor’s office computer.

The homeowner is racing to ap-
peal again, seeking a corrected 
second installment tax bill to pre-
vent a huge increase in his mort-
gage escrow payment. 

Elderly brain-cramp penalty 
Not all errors are the fault of 

Cook County government. Some-
times they are caused by human 
error when an elderly homeowner 
is concerned more with his or her 
medical appointments and proce-
dures more than paying property 
taxes on time.

Suffering from cardio issues 
and chronic back pain, one North-
west Side bungalow owner left 
town on a lengthy vacation, and 
simply had a brain cramp. The 
homeowner forgot to pay the first 
installment of his real estate tax-
es, which were due March 1. His 
taxes were not being escrowed by 
his lender.  

If you pay your property taxes 
late, the Cook County Treasurer 
charges you an interest rate of 
.075% a month. That’s 9% a year. 
So, when the elderly homeowner 
got back to town, he discovered 
he was six months late with his 
first installment tax payment. 

Because of the late fee penalty, 
the first installment of 2025 taxes 
on the bungalow had grown $678 
to $4,274. He promptly paid the 
passed-due first installment on-
line. The elderly homeowner also 
marked his calendar for Oct. 1 
when the second installment of 
taxes—another $3,595—is due.   

“Mistakes happen every year. 
Thousands of homeowners also 
run into problems often when 
lenders mishandle escrow ac-
counts,” Pappas said. “Some 
lenders pay late. Some pay on the 
wrong Property Index Number 
(PIN). Some simply don’t pay at 
all.”

If you don’t notice an error, it 
could cost you thousands of dol-
lars. “In seriously delinquent 
cases, an unpaid tax debt can 
cause your property to be listed 
in the annual state-mandated tax 
sale which adds costs and could 
even cost you your home.” Pappas 
warned.

After each tax installment due 
date, property owners are advised 
to visit  www.cookcountytreasur-
er.com, click on the purple box 
and enter your address or PIN to 
confirm the payment. 

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat 
is co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.

CALL 773-818-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave.
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The Active Transportation Al-
liance [ATA] will once again shut 
down, and take over Lake Shore 
Dr. Sunday Sept. 6 for their Bike 
The Drive fundraiser. Lake Shore 
Dr. will be closed to traffic from 
Hollywood south to 57th St. to 
make way for this event.

Those who may need to travel 
along the North Lakefront on 
Sunday morning should make 
alternative plans. This year all 
vehicle traffic will be shut down 
starting at 6:30 a.m. and running 
through to about noon. North Side 
residents should anticipate a dra-
matic increase in traffic conges-
tion on surface streets and plan 
travel accordingly.

The Chicago Jazz Festival will 
be held this weekend in Millenni-
um Park where guests may enjoy 
free performances celebrating all 
forms of jazz, featuring Chicago’s 
local talent alongside national and 
international artists.

Shortly after legendary com-
poser Duke Ellington died in the 
summer of 1974, local musicians 

The Clark Park Advisory 
Council is hosting an evening of 
twilight paddling on the Chicago 
River, 5:30 p.m., Sunday, Sept. 13, 
followed by dinner and a silent 
auction at the WMS Boathouse, 

Twilight Canoe and Kayak  
Sunday, September 13

3400 N. Rockwell St. 
This is the annual fundraiser for 

the Clark Park Advisory Council. 
For more information visit www.
clarkparkadvisory.org/.

Chicago Jazz Festival this weekend
organized a tribute concert in 
Grant Park that drew over 10,000 
fans and grew to become the an-
nual Jazz Fest tradition.

It runs Thursday through Sun-
day, September 3-6 during the La-
bor Day weekend, and the event is 
co-hosted by the Jazz Institute of 
Chicago.

Lake Shore Dr.  
to close down Sunday

The entire route loop will block 
about 30 miles of roadway, and 
is centered at Butler Field, 235 S. 
Columbus Dr. For those who plan 
to drive to the event, ATA sug-
gests parking your cars at the Mil-
lennium Lakeside Garage, which 
is offering a special price for the 
event. It’s located across from 
Butler Field and adjacent to Lake 
Shore Dr. For more information, 
visit www.bikethedrive.org.

Scooters, skate boards, motor-
ized bikes and roller blading will 
not be permitted. Bike riders will 
be required to show their rider 
number at checkpoints along the 
route.

Homeowners must pay 
$593.4 million, or a 

hefty 80%, of this year’s 
tax increase, with  

owners of businesses— 
commercial buildings, 

industrial plants  
and large multifamily 
properties, and vacant 

land picking up the rest.
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Avoid a Tax Sale. 
Check to make sure your taxes are paid.

  Installment of
Tax Year 202
Due Date is

 , 202

cookcountytreasurer.com

Everything you can do in 
person, you can do at 

by Peter von Buol

Citing lack of personal jurisdic-
tion, on Aug. 18 a federal judge in 
Chicago dismissed a $600 million 
defamation lawsuit filed in April 
that had been brought by two po-
litically powerful Chicago attor-
neys against their former business 
partners who had agreed to lend 
them money for their marijuana-
selling operations in New Jersey.

“The Court grants the defen-
dants’ motion to dismiss under 
Federal Rule 12 (b) (2) without 
prejudice,” wrote U.S. District 
Judge Jeremy C. Daniel of the 
Northern District of Illinois.

Named as defendants in the 
defamation lawsuit are Leonard 
and Robyn Tannenbaum; Ber-
nard Berman, Alexander Frank, 
Thomas Harrison, Robert Levy, 
Marnie Sudnow and Dan Neville, 
all of whom are owners and board 
members of the Florida-based 
Advanced Flower Capital [AFC], 
a business which provides loans 
and credit to the pot industry. An 
as-yet-unnamed AFC company 
spokesperson was also included 
in the lawsuit.

The lawsuit had been filed by 
Chicago-based attorneys Jon Lo-
evy and Michael Kanovitz, who 
are partners in the law firm Lo-
evy and Loevy and who also own 
majority interests in a group of 
marijuana companies operating 
as Justice Cannabis [JC]. 

According to the case file, “JC 
entered into multiple contracts 
with publicly traded lending com-
pany AFC controls and operates 
through two entities AFC Agent 
(Agent) LLC and AFC Manage-
ment (Manager), LLC. “

In 2024, as a condition for 
lending money to JC, AFC had 
required JC to hire a chief re-
structuring officer, Tim Bossidy, 
to manage all operations in New 
Jersey. In Feb. 2025, after a dra-
matic decline in business, JC 
blamed Bossidy’s management 
and asked for his removal. AFC 
disagreed and instead sent a letter 
to JC in which AFC said the com-
pany was in default of the 2024 
Forbearance loan agreement, ac-
cording to court records. 

In April 2025, the defendants 
had filed a draft Racketeer Influ-
enced and Corrupt Organizations 
Act  [RICO] complaint in the 
U.S. District Court of New York 
against the plaintiffs personally, 
accusing them of committing 
criminal RICO violations, fraud, 
and theft of $50,000,000 from 
AFC, according to federal court 
records.

“They followed this with state-
ments to the media… which 
publicized the complaint to the 
legal community as a whole and 
in Illinois specifically.” In this 
statement, the defendants as-
serted Loevy and Kanovitz have 
“defrauded AFC to line their own 
pockets and prop up other busi-
ness ventures.” 

JC then instituted the second 
lawsuit in New Jersey. “That court 
found JC was not in breach or de-
fault of the loan agreement and 
granted a preliminary injunction, 
barring the defendants from insti-
tuting foreclosure proceedings,” 
wrote Daniel in his opinion.

While Daniel did not dispute 
Loevy and Kanovitz had suf-

Judge tosses $600K defamation suit  
filed by two politically powerful attorneys against former pot shop lenders

fered harm in Illinois due to the 
statements by AFC officials and 
its spokesperson, his ruling was 
strictly about jurisdiction.

“While the plaintiffs have ade-
quately alleged they have suffered 
harm in Illinois because of the 
defamatory statements, the fact 
that the plaintiffs have suffered 
harm in Illinois is not enough to 
establish personal jurisdiction,” 
according to Daniel. 

Daniel denied the defendants’ 
motion for sanctions against Lo-
evy, Kanovitz and the law firm 
Norton Rose and Fullbright 
which has been representing them 
in court proceedings. 

Daniel said a court should not 
impose sanctions on a party that 
loses a legal argument, as long 
as the argument was not entirely 
groundless.

“This Court [does not have] the 
impression that the plaintiffs re-
made identical arguments in this 
case to harass the defendants,” 

wrote Daniel. 
One of the most successful and 

wealthy trial attorneys in the his-
tory of the State of Illinois, Jon 
Loevy, is among those who ear-
lier this year had been awarded 
direct forgivable loans financed 
by the state of Illinois through 
its Cannabis Social Equity Loan 
Program.

Loevy is a business partner in 
two separate but related mari-
juana business entities, Batavia 
Wellness and Renu. His epony-
mously named law firm, Loevy 
and Loevy (his late father Arthur 
is the other Loevy) has had 27 
jury verdict awards of more than 
$1 million. These include a $238 
million judgment in a biometrics 
case against BNSF, a transporta-
tion company owned by billion-
aire Warren Buffet.

Loevy’s cousin, Mike Kano-
vitz, is his partner at the law firm 
and he is also a partner in Renu/
Bloc cannabis. With Botavi Well-

ness, he is a partner of Mitch Za-
veduk, a car wash operator and 
real estate appraiser. Previously, 
Zaveduk had been a senior vice 
president and chief appraiser at 
MB Financial Bank.

Through the Illinois Dept. of 
Commerce and Economic Op-
portunity [DCEO], 95 licensed 
“social equity businesses” from 
across all license types (craft 
growers, retail stores, infusers 
and transporters) were awarded 
Direct Forgivable Loans financed 
by state taxpayers.

The state government does not 
typically lend money directly to 
businesses. And a forgivable loan 
is really more like a gift.  

In most instances, the state will 
provide tax incentives and infra-
structure improvements to en-
courage economic growth. 

Because marijuana is still a 
controlled substance at the fed-
eral level, the state has decided 
to become a lender as banks typi-

cally will not lend money to busi-
nesses engaged in a still-illicit 
activity. Only, bank loans must be 
paid back.

Illinois has become increas-
ingly reliant on pot sales taxes. 
Since 2012, state tax revenue for 
cigarettes has declined steeply as 
tobacco has dropped out of favor. 
State officials believe pot to be a 
viable replacement. 

While Illinois was one of the 
first states to allow legal pot 
sales, it is now facing stiff com-
petition from surrounding states 
which tax the product at a lower 
rate. Illinois has some of the most 
costly pot in the nation, whereas 
Michigan, Missouri, Oregon and 
Oklahoma are all lower in cost.

Michigan and Oregon current-
ly have the lowest cost pot in the 
United States, with average pric-
es dropping below $4 per gram. 
Michigan averages around $2 to 

suit see p. 10
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OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor

Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer   10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place  

(Nursery through 5th Grade)
Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer 

7:30 pm Bible Study

Open Arms United 
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

817 Grace St.   773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING

OAUWCChicago.org

A small, local cat sanctuary on the North 
Side is making a big community impact by 
bringing healthcare directly to the pets 
of vulnerable neighbors. The Touched By 
An Animal [TBA] sanctuary, a cageless  
no-kill haven located at 2131 W. Berwyn 
Ave., is anchoring a busy season of com-
munity initiatives with the second year of 
its innovative Pets to the Vet program.

Their grant-funded Pets to the Vet  
initiative helps low-income seniors re-
ceive essential veterinary care for their 
pets without leaving home. The sanctuary 
coordinates and funds mobile veterinary 
visits at senior residential living facilities, 
providing on-site check-ups – inclusive of 
a standard wellness exam, nail trimming, 
and basic vaccines – free of cost for those 
who cannot afford the services. 

TBA is now looking to expand this  
service to qualifying seniors. Representa-

Small cat sanctuary has big impact on North Side
Touched By An Animal now  
in second year of  “Pets to the Vet” 
mobile health program  
for low-income seniors

tives from local churches, senior commu-
nity groups, and senior residential living 
facilities interested in this resource are  
encouraged to contact the TBA for addi-
tional information.

This initiative is part of the TBA’s mis-
sion: keeping people and their companion 
animals together by providing the support 
elderly and vulnerable pet owners need to 
maintain that bond.

At the same time, the sanctuary con-
tinues to care for kittens and cats until 
they are ready for loving adoptive homes.  
Community members interested in taking 
a cat into their family are encouraged to 
contact TBA to learn more about avail-
able cats, the adoption process, and how 
adopting locally helps open space for more  
animals in need.

In addition to its senior healthcare out-
reach, TBA has recently connected with 
neighbors through several high-profile  
local events:

• Lincoln Square Cat Tour Partnership: 
Opened its doors for a special morning 
tour on Aug. 8, welcoming approximately 
30 visitors for guided walks through its 

home facility.
•  Meowapalooza Bingo Night: Hosted 

a packed community fundraiser featuring 
local TV personality Linda Kollmeyer as 
the emcee.

• NBC Chicago Today Spotlight:  
Appeared on NBC’s Chicago Today to 
champion local rescue efforts for the annu-
al national “Clear the Shelters” campaign.

“We are thrilled to showcase our  
lifesaving work through these community 
events,” said Executive Director Melanee 
Schoendorff. “Opening our doors and 
sharing our mission not only brings neigh-
bors together, but it ultimately helps us find 
more loving, permanent homes for pets in 
need.”

Founded by Sister Marijon Binder in 
1984 to nurture the life-changing bond  
between humans and animals—particu-
larly seniors and vulnerable populations—
TBA provides lifelong sanctuary, rescue 
and adoption services, and specialized care 
for cats in need.

For more information visit www.
touchedbyananimal.org.

be creating as they pass through their own 
incorrect reality. 

“As these high-powered devices become 
faster and more common on our streets and 
sidewalks, the stakes are simply too high 
to leave them unregulated and outpacing 
public safety,” Giannoulias said. “This law 
brings accountability and common-sense 
safety standards to our roads while helping 
prevent serious injuries and ensuring rid-
ers, parents and communities understand 
how to safely share the road.”

But do these new laws really usher in ac-
countability? Chicago now depends a great 

deal on spy cameras and Artificial Intel-
ligence to police red lights and speeding, 
is this industrial-strength spying network 
now going to be programmed to track e-
scooters and e-bikes too? If so, how will 
that work?

The state already has some regulations 
for low-speed electric bikes and scooters, 
but regulation often varies at the local lev-
el. The bill creates new statewide standards 
for high-speed electric bikes and scooters, 
electric motor bikes, and electric unicycles 
and skateboards.

Will this effort now require a statewide 
e-mobility police force? Will our peace of-
ficers soon be chasing down these scoff-
laws through alleys and parking lots, across 
lawns and in-between traffic on speedy 
new e-bikes and scooters?

“Municipal leaders have been responding 
in real time as new electric devices appear 
on local streets, sidewalks and bike paths,” 
said Illinois Municipal League CEO Brad 
Cole. “A statewide framework gives com-
munities greater consistency while provid-
ing local officials and law enforcement 
with clearer guidance.”

Law enforcement groups were also in 
support of the bill.

The changing laws create a new tier 
of regulations for “high-speed” e-bikes, 
which have electric motors and can travel 
faster than 28 mph. Those would be regu-
lated similarly to motorcycles and require 
users to have a driver’s license, insurance, 
an ownership title and register the vehicle 
with the state. They also must be driven on 
roads.

“Low-speed” e-bikes are already regu-
lated by the state, but the law creates new 
tiers that govern how old a person must be 
to drive them. Drivers must be 15 years old 
to operate a Class 1 pedal-assist bike that 
travels up to 20 mph, such as Chicago’s 
Divvy Bikes, and a Class 2 motor-powered 
bike that doesn’t have to be pedaled. 

People must be 16 years old to drive 
pedal-assist bikes that can travel up to 28 
mph. But many of the modifications that 
create these rogue high-speed bikes and 
scooters, are enhanced privately with kits. 
It’s hard to imagine these users reporting 
themselves to city and state regulators. 

All low-speed e-bikes can be used on 
streets, bike lanes, paths and trails, but not 
on sidewalks.

Some high-speed electric scooters can 
reach speeds of 50 mph, but the new reg-
ulations limit riders to traveling up to 28 
mph. Riders would be allowed to operate 
them on paths, bike lanes, roads with speed 
limits up to 35 mph, or roads with higher 
speed limits if there is a bike lane. Users 
must be 16 years old.

Low-speed electric scooters that top out 
at 20 mph would also be allowed on paths, 

rules from p. 3 bike lanes, and roads by users who are at 
least 16 years old, down from 18 years old 
in current law.

Battery-powered devices designed for 
young children would be unregulated aside 
from a stipulation they must stay on side-
walks and paths.

How state and local law enforcement will 
tell the difference between the two classes 
of users is unexplained. Municipalities 
and police forces across Illinois will have 
to deploy specialized enforcement teams, 
task forces, and tech-driven units to crack 
down on reckless, illegal, and modified e-
scooter and e-bike riders.

Users who violate the regulations could 
pay fines and have their devices confiscat-
ed and impounded by the police. They are 
also subject to other existing traffic laws 
and penalties as well. But first they’ll need 
to get caught. That’s where having an army 
comes in handy.

As micro-mobility accidents and pedes-
trian complaints surge, cities like Chicago 
will have to move away from simple warn-
ings and aggressively use specialized tac-
tical units, impoundment campaigns, and 
advanced tech to reign in “rogue” riders 
who are running red lights and stop signs, 
speeding, or weaving through traffic and 
pedestrian zones.

Safety concerns
Supporters of the legislation say the de-

vices create vast new safety hazards for 
both riders and pedestrians because some 
can travel more than 40 mph and can often 
be found sharing space on both sidewalks 
and busy streets.

The Chicago Dept. of Transportation has 
installed vast new networks of concrete 
obstacles and roadway barriers on area 
streets meaning vehicle traffic frequently 
is trapped, and traveling at less than 20 
mph. Delivery vehicles are also now forced 
to double park in active lanes of traffic due 
to privileged bike lanes, so an e-bike mov-
ing at 40 mph through traffic creates quite 
a speed differential that is already creating 
bad accidents. 

Several crashes involving young riders 
on e-bikes have made headlines this sum-
mer in Chicago. 

For instance, a 15-year-old on a Lime e-
scooter was killed when he lost control and 
was hit by a semi-truck near the intersec-
tion of Western Ave. and Irving Park Rd. in 
early August. Many other youths have been 
killed or maimed in e-scooter accidents on 
the city streets the last few years.

The Secretary of State’s office plans to 
use a public awareness campaign to make 
people aware of the new law and will 
be updating driver education materials.  
Details on any new enforcement armies 
have yet to be disclosed.

North Branch Works will be hosting 
a Chicago River tour cruise fundraiser 6 
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 10, at the downtown 
Wendella boat launch. Tickets are $105.

The night will include raffles, a catered 
dinner, drinks, and views of the North 
Branch of the Chicago River.

The boat will depart from the dock at 
400 N. Michigan Ave. For more informa-
tion write to phoebe@northbranchworks.
org.

North Branch Works is a nonprofit com-
munity development organization that pro-
motes job creation and economic growth 
along the North Branch of the Chicago 
River.

North Branch Works 
river tour Sept. 10
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7054 N. CLARK ST.
773-274-9281   

www.robertscycle.com

ROBERTS  
CYCLE

WE REPAIR  
ALL MAKES & MODELS

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
FREE ESTIMATES

LIMITED TIME
STARTING AT 
$7500

PRESENT COUPON

TUNE-UP SPECIAL

PRESUPUESTOS GRATIS
Oferta especial puesta a punto
Desde $75 - Oferta por tiempo

Traiga su coupon

60-DAY WARRANTY  
ON REPAIRS DONE

Work with the Parks!

Questions? compliance@chicagoparkdistrict.com www.ChicagoParkDistrict.com

FREE!

Vendor Networking
Event

Sept. 15th • 10am - 2pm
Horner Park

MINORITY BUSINESS OWNERS
& WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS:

2741 W. Montrose Ave.

Kane County Fairgrounds
Located on Randall Rd. between  
Rt. 38 and Rt. 64 St. Charles, IL

Admission $7.00 each day (Children under 12 free)

FREE PARKING
www.kanecountyfleamarket.com

630-377-2252

Antique & Flea Mkt
Antiques, Collectibles, etc.
First Sunday of each month and preceding afternoon

Kane County 

SEPTEMBER 5TH& 6TH

Saturday: 11 am to 4 pm
Sunday: 7 am to 3 pm

NEW 
HOURS

By Paul Chancey

A rare bird landed on the win-
dowsill of a River North office 
building in July, surprising office 
worker Alaina Neiburger. She 
took a video of the bird, suspect-
ing the species, but completely un-
sure. The video she took prompt-
ly went viral, especially among 
birdwatchers, who identified it as 
a juvenile, Black-Crowned Night-
Heron.

“I was trying to find a confer-
ence room for a meeting [we] 
were about to have,” she told us, 
and as she did… “I walked into 
the room, I could tell there was a 
large bird on the windowsill out-
side that I had not seen before and 
couldn’t recognize. I kept think-
ing about how much it looked like 
a dinosaur.”

Neiburger took a video of the 
bird, audibly wondering what it 
was, because she couldn’t recog-
nize it, and posted it to her so-
cials. 

After stepping away for a few 
minutes, she returned to her so-
cials and found the video had 
gone viral among the bird-watch-
ing set, even making it to Fox 32 
News.

“I think at lunch or sometime 
early afternoon, I opened it up 
real quick just to look, and I saw 
[that] there were hundreds of 

An adult Black-Crowned Night-Heron (left). Once fully grown these Herons have a dark blue cap and back, grey wings, a white underside and striking red eyes.            Photos by Russ Smith

Rare bird sighting causes stir, excitement for avian lovers

comments,” she said about the 
video going viral. 

Black-Crowned Night-Herons 
are a state endangered species but 
have found a home in Chicago. 
Amy Lardner, founder of the Chi-
cago Black-Crowned Night Her-
on Project, said that the herons 
started nesting in Lincoln Park 
Zoo in 2006. 

“When we saw the photo of the 
juvenile in River North, we’re like, 
‘This is such a great opportunity 
to share the word, and let more 
people know that Black-Crowned 
Night Herons are really cool, and 
they’re nesting right here at the 
zoos,” in Lincoln Park.

She heard about Neiburger’s 

video through a longtime friend 
who tipped her off and informed 
her of the sensation. She proceed-
ed to reach out to Fox 32’s Joanie 
Lum. The story about her experi-
ence aired on July 16. 

The birds have taken residence 
in the children’s zoo section, 
which runs up along the zoo’s 
western edge along Stockton 
Dr. They particularly seem to 
like living above the wolves and 
bears, and Lardner suggested it’s 
because those two species, which 
are of course predators, scare off 
predators lower on the food chain. 
The bird in question may have 
been based there. 

Black-Crowned Night Herons 

do not resemble the public im-
age of a heron upon first glance. 
Their resting position is typically 
hunched, making them look like 
most other birds, until they ex-
tend their neck while hunting. 
Neiburger noted that this behav-
ior reminded her of dinosaurs, 
and she compared her bird to one. 
Juvenile herons, like the one she 
saw, have brown plumage with 
spots. They turn mostly white and 
grey upon reaching adulthood.

According to Lardner, the birds 
have made the whole city their 
home, going to every one of the 
city’s 77 community areas. Juve-
niles like the one Neiburger pho-
tographed are literally and figu-
ratively stretching their wings. 
Spring is their primary breeding 
season, so there weren’t many 
around when we visited the zoo to 
talk about the birds. According to 
Lardner, historically, the herons 
nested in a handful of sites across 
Illinois, but the state has lost 85-
90% of its wetlands, the heron’s 
main ecosystem, to agriculture. 
There were approximately 1,600 
of these birds in Illinois around 
1992. The Univ. of Illinois Urba-
na-Champaign has been tracking 
the herons.

But now the bird thrives in 
Chicago, thanks to the proverbial 
smorgasbord of food options—
Lake Michigan being one of 

them. “Starting in 2006, they sud-
denly appeared nesting on South 
Pond Island here in Lincoln Park, 
and Conservation was like, ‘what 
the hell’?” Lardner said. They 
have adapted well to urban en-
vironments, like Oakland CA, as 
Lardner mentioned. She believes 
that the city’s tall buildings pro-
vide some “training grounds” for 
them.

The herons have become like 
a secondary exhibit for the zoo, 

bird see p. 13

Young Black-crowned Night-Herons leave the nest at the age of 1 month 
but cannot fly until they are 6 weeks old.                    Photo by Russ Smith
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 Police 
Beat

Four arrested after CPD tracks 
Grant Park robbery crew

Four suspects are in custody 
after a Chicago Police Dept. sur-
veillance camera operator spotted 
them robbing victims in Grant Park 
on Aug. 25. Officers tracked the 
getaway car to Chinatown and ar-
rested the crew as they tried to es-
cape on the Red Line.

Shortly after 3 a.m., patrol of-
ficers interrupted an auto theft in 
progress near Sedgwick and Ev-
ergreen in Old Town. The thieves 
sped away, leaving the other vehi-
cle behind with its doors open.

But CPD continued to track the 
getaway car electronically as it 
headed south on Lake Shore Dr. 
When the suspects reached Mon-
roe St. at 3:15 a.m., they targeted a 
couple walking in the area. A police 
spokesperson said the victims, a 
21-year-old woman and a 28-year-
old man, were in the 300 block of 
E. Monroe St. when four men ap-
proached them. All four members 
of the crew displayed weapons and 
took property from the victims, po-
lice said.

CPD was monitoring the area 
via a nearby surveillance camera, 
and an officer directed patrol units 
to the scene. Those units began 
chasing the car but terminated 
the pursuit when it entered the ex-
pressway, according to police radio 
transmissions. Police used other 
techniques to continue tracking 
the vehicle and located the crew af-
ter they abandoned the stolen gray 
Hyundai Sonata in a parking lot in 
Chinatown. Officers then chased all 
four on foot.

Cops arrested the crew in the 100 
block of W. Cermak Rd, police said. 
At least one weapon was recovered 
on the Cermak-Chinatown CTA Red 
Line station stairs.

Initially, the victims declined 
to sign complaints and would not 
travel to Chinatown to identify the 
suspects. Ultimately, however, they 
agreed to go and confirmed police 
had arrested the correct individu-
als. Charges were pending.

Woman says she was shot  
after leaving Lincoln Park bar

Police are investigating a wom-
an’s claim that she was shot in the 
foot after leaving a Lincoln Park bar 
early on Aug. 29.

The 33-year-old woman walked 
into Stroger Hospital around 3:50 
a.m. with a gunshot wound to her 
right foot. She told Chicago police 
she was a passenger in a vehicle 
traveling in the 1100 block of W. 
Wrightwood when she heard gun-
shots and realized she had been 
hit, according to a CPD media state-
ment. She was listed in fair condi-
tion, police said.

But police received no calls re-
porting gunfire in the area. Neither 
the woman nor anyone else in the 
vehicle called 911 to report that 
they had been shot at, and officers 
did not find shell casings or other 
evidence of a shooting in the area.

If investigators determine the 
woman was shot as she described, 
she would be the fourth person 
shot in Lincoln Park this year. Two 
of the other shootings, including 

Judge D’Anthony Thedford de-
nied a request from prosecutors to 
detain Miracle Hall, 25, ahead of trial 
on charges of aggravated DUI caus-
ing a fatal accident, instead sending 
her home on an ankle monitor. It 
marks the second time this month 
that Thedford declined to detain a  
defendant accused of drunk driving  
in a fatal crash. On Aug. 11, he  
released a man accused of fleeing 
the scene of a fatal crash in Lakeview 
while the victim’s body remained  
inside his vehicle.

During Saturday’s detention hear-
ing, Assistant State’s Attorney Kevin 
Nolan said Chicago police surveil-
lance footage shows 49-year-old 
motorcycling enthusiast Mehnoosh 
Hatam riding south on Lake Shore 
Dr. near Jackson Blvd. around 11 p.m. 
Aug. 19. Hatam, a grandmother and 
advocate for female riders, was wide-
ly known as the “Princess of Persia.” 
Nolan said Hall was driving a 2016 
Ford Fusion behind Hatam in the 
same lane.

As they passed Jackson, Hatam 
moved into the far inside lane, with 
video showing her merging in front 
of a Chevrolet Suburban. Hall then 
approached at a high rate of speed 
and “aggressively” merged in front 
of the Suburban, positioning her 
Ford between the SUV and Hatam’s  
motorcycle, according to prosecu-
tors.

As the vehicles approached Buck-
ingham Fountain, Hall struck Hatam’s 
motorcycle from behind, Nolan said. 
The Ford Fusion “mounted” the mo-
torcycle and continued south, drag-
ging it along Lake Shore Dr. The im-
pact caused the Ford to catch fire, 
with police video showing “what ap-
pears to be a ball of fire,” Nolan said. 
The crash destroyed the Fusion’s 
airbags and its “black box” recording 
device.

Hatam was thrown from the mo-
torcycle as Hall’s car dragged it down 
the drive. The motorcycle eventually 
broke free and skidded about 150 
feet before coming to rest south of 
the burning Ford, Nolan said.

Another driver stopped and pro-
tected Hatam, who was still breath-
ing, from oncoming traffic. She died 
less than an hour later.

A third witness saw Hall walk away 
from the burning Ford while talking 
on the phone and acknowledging 
that she had struck a motorcycle,  
Nolan said. The witness then saw Hall 
run toward Lake Michigan carrying a 
glass bottle “consistent in size and 
shape as that of a handle of liquor” 
and dump the bottle and its contents 
into the lake before returning to the 
crash scene, according to Nolan. Po-
lice video also allegedly captured the 
bottle disposal.

When officers arrived, they de-
tected a “strong odor of an alcoholic 
beverage” on Hall’s breath, Nolan 
said. A Breathalyzer test showed she 
had a blood alcohol concentration of 
.100, above Illinois’ legal limit of .08, 
according to Nolan.

Thedford ultimately denied the 
state’s request to detain Hall and 
ordered her released on electronic 
monitoring while she awaits trial.

In May, we reported that Thedford 
denies detention requests nearly 
twice as often as his colleagues in 
the Pretrial Division at the Leigh-
ton Criminal Courthouse. While the 
overall approval rate for detention  
filings in the division is about 69%, 
we reported, Thedford had approved 

one that was fatal, have been linked 
by city officials to The Dime, a now-
shuttered bar in the 2200 block of N. 
Lincoln Ave. The bar was about four 
blocks south of where the woman  
reported being shot.

Lakeview man shot after  
being forced into apartment

A 33-year-old man told police he 
was shot after being forced into an 
apartment at gunpoint near Belmont 
Harbor Sunday evening. Chicago po-
lice are investigating what led to the 
shooting.

The man called 911 around 7:39 
p.m. and reported that he had been 
shot in the 3600 block of N. Pine 
Grove Ave. Officers found him with 
a gunshot wound to the neck. Chi-
cago Fire Dept. paramedics took him 
to Advocate Illinois Masonic Medi-
cal Center in serious condition. The 
victim lives in the building where he 
was found.

The shooting was the third re-
ported shooting victim in Lakeview 
this year, one more than at this point 
last year. It remains well below the 
neighborhood’s totals in recent years 
and is the lowest year-to-date figure 
since 2018, when one person had 
been shot at this point in the year.

Scooter thief is stealing rides 
across the North Side

Chicago police are warning 
North Side residents about a man  
suspected of stealing electric scoot-
ers in a series of daytime thefts. In 
a new community alert, CPD linked 
the man to seven scooter thefts since 
June. 

However, this reporter has  
received emails from readers report-
ing similar incidents, suggesting 
the pattern may extend beyond the  
cases identified by police.

According to police, the man 
has been disabling the scooters by  
carving into their ignition systems, 
allowing him to bypass the key-start 
function and ride away. All seven 
thefts identified by police occurred 
during daylight or early evening 
hours, according to the alert.  Police 
described the suspect as a White 
man in his 50s who has been seen 
wearing a white shirt, blue shorts 
and a fanny pack.

The thefts identified by police  
occurred at the following locations 
and times: the 700 block of W. Bro-
mpton Ave. on June 9 at 1 p.m.; 4100 
block of N. Sheridan Rd. on June 21 
at noon; 3500 block of N. Lake Shore 
Dr. on June 30 at 6:30 p.m.; 600 block 
of W. Briar Place on July 8 at 2 p.m.; 
1900 block of W. Roscoe St. on July 
21 at 3 p.m.; 4600 block of N. Western 
Ave. on August 18 at 6 p.m., and on 
the 4700 block of N. Western Ave. on 
August 22 at 7 p.m.

Police are asking anyone with  
information about the thefts or 
the suspect to contact Area Three 
detectives at 312-744-8263. Anony-
mous tips can be submitted through  
CPDTIP.com using crime pattern 
number P26-3-028.

CWB Chicago has reported on sim-
ilar scooter theft patterns in Chicago 
over the years. In April 2025, a 32-time 
convicted felon received a six-year 
prison sentence for stealing scoot-
ers. The same man received 10 con-
current eight-year sentences in 2020 
for a similar series of thefts. There is 
no indication from CPD that he is a  
suspect in the latest crime wave.

Woman accused of killing  
motorcyclist in fiery DUI crash  
is released by  
defendant-friendly judge

A Cook County judge released a 
woman on electronic monitoring 
Aug. 22 despite allegations that she 
rear-ended a motorcyclist on Lake 
Shore Dr. while drunk, then dumped 
what appeared to be a liquor bottle 
in Lake Michigan, leaving the rider 
fatally injured on the pavement.

just 42% of detention petitions pre-
sented to him for non-domestic city 
felony cases since winning his elec-
tion on March 17.

Since our story ran in May,  
Thedford’s performance has  
remained steady. In the past five 
months, he has rejected detention 
petitions 60% of the time.

Earlier this month, he refused to 
detain Miroslaw Ciszek, a 34-year-old 
man accused of striking a 25-year-
old female pedestrian in Lakeview, 
then speeding away from the scene 
with her body lying inside his vehicle. 
He soon crashed and then escaped 
on foot, leaving the woman inside  
the wrecked car, prosecutors told 
Thedford.

Like Hall, Thedford put Ciszek on 
an ankle monitor. But he didn’t order 
him to refrain from drinking. Rath-
er, he said Ciszek was to have “no  
excessive or public consumption of  
alcohol” while awaiting trial, accord-
ing to a court filing.

Man gets six years for five loaded 
firearms found  
after high-speed chase 

A felon has been sentenced to six 

years in federal prison for illegally 
possessing five loaded firearms 
during a high-speed chase south-
bound on the Kennedy Expy.

On July 30, 2024, Timothy  
McDowell was a passenger in 
a stolen car traveling on the  
Kennedy Expy. as a police helicop-
ter followed overhead. The chase 
grew to more than 100 mph before 
they exited the highway and speed 
through residential streets.  

After the vehicle parked in a  
garage, McDowell ran from pur-
suing officers and attempted 
to abandon a backpack he was  
carrying.  He was arrested after a 
brief chase. Inside his backpack 
were five loaded handguns, one of 
which had a defaced serial number 
while another had a large-capacity 
magazine attached to it.  

McDowell had previously been 
convicted of multiple felony  
offenses and was legally prohibited 
from possessing a firearm.

McDowell, 36, pleaded guilty 
earlier this year to a federal charge 
of unlawful possession of a fire-

police beat see p. 10

Two men accused of smuggling 
over 750 lbs of the illegal stimulant 
“khat” into the United States by 
packing the stimulant into a dozen 
checked suitcases and bringing them 
on a flight from Africa to O’Hare In-
ternational Airport, according to a 
state criminal complaint. 

Prosecutors said the substance 
cathinone, commonly known as 
khat, has “no acceptable medical 
use” and presents “a high degree of 
addiction.”

Mustapha Fisuru, 24, and Tiekoro 
Diawara, 25, are each charged with 
manufacture-delivery of a controlled 
substance and controlled substance 
trafficking. Judge James Costello 
denied the state’s request to detain 
both men.

According to the state’s detention 
filing, Fisuru and Diawara arrived at 
O’Hare from Senegal, with each man 
checking six large suitcases and car-
rying a backpack. Agents with U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection’s 
Interdiction Trafficking Task Force 
noticed the men while conducting 
surveillance at Terminal 5 baggage 
claim, prosecutors said.

The agents saw the pair split up 
to look like they weren’t traveling 
together and noticed that both men 
seemed unsure which luggage be-
longed to them. The men then even-
tually asked airport staff to help load 
the bags onto carts, according to the 
filing. Customs agents approached 
them for a secondary inspection as 
they exited baggage claim.

A search of Fisuru’s luggage re-
vealed 83 large bundles of suspect-
ed khat, with an additional bundle 
found in his backpack, prosecutors 
said. Agents reported finding 82 
bundles in Diawara’s checked bags 
and one more in his backpack. In to-
tal, prosecutors said Fisuru was car-
rying 379.51 lbs of suspected khat, 
while Diawara had 374.83 lbs.

According to the detention filing, 
Diawara told investigators Fisuru had 

Men packed 750 lbs of stimulant  
into 12 suitcases on flight to O’Hare

A U.S. Customs and Border Protection photo of the seized khat. [Courtesy, 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection.

recruited him for an all-expenses-
paid trip to Africa to pick up suit-
cases containing what he was told 
was “Miranga” tea, in exchange for 
$1,000 upon their return to the U.S. 
He said that after landing in Sene-
gal, the two were picked up by car, 
taken to a hotel for several hours, 
and later collected by a van that 
already had the suitcases loaded 
inside.

Diawara allegedly said he was 
told while overseas that the mate-
rial was “Rosemary,” which he un-
derstood to be used for medicinal 
purposes. Prosecutors said agents 
also found text messages con-
taining instructions for avoiding 
law enforcement in Chicago, but 
Diawara claimed the instructions 
were meant to help the men mini-
mize delays so they would make 
their connecting flight to New 
York City.

Fisuru allegedly told investiga-
tors his brother had recruited him 
to travel to Africa to retrieve suit-
cases containing “Raspberry Tea,” 
and that he was asked to bring 
along a friend, which is how Di-
awara became involved. Fisuru said 
he knew little about his brother’s 
tea business and that this was his 
first time helping with a pickup.

Prosecutors said agents also 
recovered messages between Fi-
suru and his brother discussing the 
pickup of suitcases from individu-
als at other airports in the north-
eastern United States, along with 
payment for delivering them.

In addition to Fisuru and Di-
awara, the U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection announced that a 
third man was arrested at O’Hare 
on Aug. 20 for smuggling khat. 
Altogether, the three subjects al-
legedly tried to bring over 1,170 lbs 
of the illegal stimulant into the U.S. 
through the airport, the agency 
said. It did not identify any of the 
subjects by name.

Miracle Hall, left, and Mehnoosh 
Hatam.
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City Council to consider deals  
with two men Foxx believed committed ‘heinous’ murder

By Jonathan Bilyk
Cook County Record

The Chicago City Council 
could move forward, perhaps 
as soon as September, to poten-
tially pay millions of dollars to 
two Mexican men who claim 
they were coerced into confess-
ing to the “heinous” murder of a 
Chicago couple to allegedly help 
a woman steal the couple’s baby, 
even as Cook County’s controver-
sial former top prosecutor admit-
ted under oath that she and other 
prosecutors believe the men are 
guilty of the crime.

On Aug. 11, a federal judge 
noted in an entry on his court’s 
docket that attorneys for the city 
and for Arturo DeLeon-Reyes 
had finalized a settlement deal.

The terms of that deal have not 
yet been disclosed, and will not 
until the deal is presented to the 
City Council’s Finance Commit-
tee. In a separate entry, the parties 
indicated the deal is contingent on 
approval from the City Council 
and that they are aiming to place 
the settlement on the Finance 
Committee’s September agenda.

That action comes months after 
the parties told the court they had 
also finalized a settlement agree-
ment with Gabriel Solache, which 
would be advanced to the Council 
simultaneously with the DeLeon-
Reyes deal.

It is expected, however, that the 
deals will likely be worth mil-
lions of dollars in taxpayer cash 
for each of the men.

Both DeLeon-Reyes and 
Solache claim they were coerced 
by former Chicago Police Detec-
tive Reynaldo Guevara and at 
least one other Chicago Police 
officer into confessing to kill-
ing Mariano and Jacinta Soto in 
1998.

Solache and Reyes were con-
victed and sentenced to prison, 
after they both confessed to as-
sisting in stabbing the Sotos to 
death in their home in Chicago. 
Prosecutors said the men alleg-
edly helped kill the Sotos to help 
abduct their two children on be-
half of Adriana Mejia, so Mejia 
could allegedly fulfill her dream 
of becoming a mother.

Both men recanted their con-
fessions and accused Chicago po-
lice officers of coercing them.

Reyes and Solache were even-

tually exonerated and freed when 
then-Cook County State’s Attor-
ney Foxx declined in 2017 to pur-
sue new trials against either man.

The men swiftly filed lawsuits 
against the city and the police of-
ficers involved.

They were later presented with 
so-called “certificates of inno-
cence” by Cook County judges in 
2022 and 2023, respectively, after 
Foxx’s office again conspicuously 
declined to contest their inno-
cence claims.

However, those decisions by 
Foxx’s office have become a new 
focus in court.

In a separate case brought by 
two women who also claim they 
were coerced into confessing to 
murder by Guevara and other 
Chicago Police officers, Foxx has 
already been questioned under 
oath about her office’s moves to 
essentially provide a runway for 
the lawsuits against the city to 
take flight.

And in her testimony, Foxx re-
vealed her office decided to not 

oppose the innocence petitions, 
even though she and other pros-
ecutors believed both Solache and 
DeLeon-Reyes were guilty of the 

crimes for which they had been 
convicted.

Generally, such certificates of 
innocence can only be obtained 
when someone who has been 
convicted of a crime persuades 
a judge that they are actually in-
nocent — a legal standard upheld 
by the Illinois Supreme Court as 
recently as Oct. 2025.

Typically, that process is adver-
sarial, as prosecutors routinely ar-
gue against granting such procla-

mations to people against whom 
their offices had earlier secured 
convictions.

However, court records re-

vealed that Foxx’s office appar-
ently decided to stop opposing 
certificate of innocence petitions, 
and particularly from anyone con-
victed in cases in which Guevara 
participated.

Guevara has stood at the center 
of scores of cases accusing him of 
wrongful convictions, alleging he 
improperly coerced confessions 
and framed those later convicted 
of crimes, including murder.

To date, published reports have 

In Kim Foxx’s testimony, she further confirmed  
that the decision in 2022 and 2023 to not oppose  
the certificate of innocence petitions came after  
high-level meetings with representatives from  

the Exoneration Project, a Chicago group tied to 
lawyers who have secured many millions of dollars 

in payouts from the city on behalf of people  
who claim they were wrongfully convicted.

indicated the city of Chicago has 
paid $142 million to settle 14 law-
suits in which Guevara is linked 
to alleged wrongful prosecutions 
for murder.

There are still dozens of law-
suits pending involving miscon-
duct accusations against Guevara, 
including Solache and DeLeon-
Reyes, and two women in sepa-
rate proceedings who were grant-
ed certificates of innocence after 
prosecutors essentially allowed 
them to walk free, despite their 
confessions to participating in the 
murder of rival gang members.

In Foxx’s testimony, she fur-
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                 Fall 2026 Lecture Series
Ravenswood-Lake View Historical Association

Chicago Movie Theater History
with Patrick Steffess     Wednesday, September 16 at 6:30 pm

Join Patrick Steffes for an exclusive presentation on Chicago movie theater history! From grand downtown movie palaces 
to former neighborhood anchors, Chicago has long been a leader in the development and evolution of the American movie 
house. Featuring many rare images, many not seen in decades, you’ll be sure to enjoy the lesser-known history of movie  
exhibitions in Chicago. We will take a look at everything from still-standing 110-year-old former Nickelodeons to vanished 
palaces and long-closed theaters waiting for restoration.

Patrick is an expert on Chicago’s cultural and development history, and has collaborated with the Chaddick Institute for 
Metropolitan Development at DePaul University since 2014. He holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Communications and a  
Bachelor’s Degree in History from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Patrick is a former editor at Forgotten Chicago, an 
organization that researched and explored Chicagoland’s overlooked built environment and infrastructure.

All programs are held in the Lerner Auditorium, Conrad Sulzer Regional Library at 4455 N. Lincoln Ave.
co-sponsored by the COnrad sulzer Regional library
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BY CWBCHICAGO

The former owner of the Bud-
long Hot Chicken chain and other 
restaurants in Chicago and Denver 
has been sentenced to 30 months 
in federal prison after admitting 
he fraudulently obtained more 
than $2.3 million in COVID relief 
funds and failed to turn over more 
than $430,000 in taxes withheld 
from his employees.

Jared Leonard, 45, of Littleton, 
CO, was sentenced this month by 
U.S. District Judge Edmond E. 
Chang in Chicago. Chang also or-
dered him to pay approximately 
$2.8 million in restitution to the 
IRS and U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration, federal prosecutors 
said.

Leonard submitted at least 10 
fraudulent applications for Pay-

Former Budlong Chicken owner goes to prison for COVID relief money fraud

Jared Leonard

check Protection Program and 
Economic Injury Disaster Loan 
funds between April 2020 and 
March 2021, each containing false 
information about his businesses, 
including employee counts, pay-
roll expenses, gross revenue and 
whether the businesses were op-
erating, according to a govern-
ment sentencing memorandum.

Rather than using the money 
to support his restaurants and 
employees during the pandemic, 
Leonard used most of it for per-
sonal expenses, including the 
purchase of a sprawling home on 
more than seven acres in Ever-
green, CO, vehicles and interna-
tional travel.

Just days after receiving more 
than $1 million from his first 
three fraudulent PPP loans, Leon-
ard signed a contract to purchase 

the Colorado property and noti-
fied other parties involved in the 
transaction that he was “consider-
ing doing this deal with all cash,” 
the memorandum said. He spent 
at least $63,000 on improvements 
to the home, including $5,200 for 
a mattress.

The government said Leonard 
also used COVID funds to buy 
a $31,500 recreational vehicle 
and a $74,000 Ford F-450 pickup 
truck. He also used the money for 
everyday expenses at restaurants 
and gas stations, as well as more 
than $5,600 in purchases in Las 
Vegas and more than $15,000 at 
the Four Seasons and other loca-
tions in Vail. He spent more than 
$12,000 at the Four Seasons and 
other locations in Punta Mita, 
Mexico, during Oct. 2020, pros-
ecutors said.

The sentencing memorandum 
also said Leonard failed to pay 
federal income, Social Security 
and Medicare taxes withheld from 
his employees. Over 15 months, 
the unpaid withholdings allegedly 
totaled more than $430,000.

He was indicted in Cook Coun-
ty in November 2024 on sales tax 

evasion and related charges. A 
warrant was issued for his arrest 
after he failed to appear in court 
two months later. Before long, 
Colorado authorities seized sev-
eral of Leonard’s restaurants for 
delinquent taxes, the memoran-
dum said. Disgruntled employees 
told law enforcement that Leon-
ard was living in Mexico and op-
erating a restaurant there. Leon-
ard was ultimately located and 
detained by Mexican authorities 
and removed to Denver before be-
ing transferred to federal custody 
in Illinois

News reports indicate Leonard 
sold the Budlong Hot Chicken 
chain in 2022. At the time they 
had multiple locations on Chica-
go’s North Side.
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arm. On Aug. 20, U.S. District Judge  
Sharon Johnson Coleman  
sentenced McDowell to six years in 
federal prison.

Venezuelan man gets 5 years  
for mugging 85-year-old woman 
in the Gold Coast,  
claims to be ‘political prisoner’  
in his home country

A Venezuelan man was sentenced 
to five years in prison Aug. 27 for rob-
bing an 85-year-old woman in the 
Gold Coast, stealing a necklace from 
another woman in the Loop, and 
burglarizing a man’s pickup truck 
in Boystown, according to court re-
cords. But he took time to tell the 
judge that he is a “political prisoner” 
back home.

Ignacio Linares-Rodriguez, 41, 
pleaded guilty to robbery of a victim 
older than 60, robbery and burglary. 
Judge Timothy Joyce sentenced him 
to five years on each count, with the 
sentences to run concurrently.

The crime spree began around 
7 a.m. July 25, 2025, when Linares-
Rodriguez allegedly followed the 
85-year-old woman into her apart-

ment building in the 100 block of W. 
Oak St. Once inside, prosecutors said, 
he tore a bracelet from her wrist and 
tried to take her necklace and ring. 
When the ring would not come off, 
he allegedly bit her left ring finger in 

an attempt to 
remove it. The 
woman resist-
ed, and Linares-
Rodriguez fled, 
according to 
prosecutors.

Three days 
later, Linares-
Rodriguez rode 
a Divvy bike 
through the 

Loop and approached a woman who 
was walking to work in the 200 block 
of N. LaSalle St. Prosecutors said he 
ripped a gold chain from her neck 
and rode away.

Then, on August 9, Linares-Rodri-
guez climbed into a pickup truck in 
the 3700 block of N. Halsted St. while 
the owner was asleep inside. Accord-
ing to prosecutors, Linares-Rodri-
guez used the man’s cellphone to 
make several calls. When the victim 
woke up, Linares-Rodriguez fled with 
the device.

Later that day, police monitor-
ing surveillance cameras downtown 
spotted Linares-Rodriguez walking 
into a pawn shop in the 400 block 
of S. Clark St. and recognized him, 
according to a CPD report. Officers 
were dispatched to the shop and 
arrested him. Police said he was car-
rying the Boystown victim’s phone 
when they arrested him.

Linares-Rodriguez addressed the 
court before sentencing and said he 
understood that he could eventually 
be deported to Venezuela, but he 
told Joyce that he considers himself a 
“political prisoner” in Venezuela and 
believes his life would be in danger if 
he is returned there.

The case also has potential immi-
gration consequences, though. In the 
U.S., a sentence of five years or more 

automatically eliminates the possi-
bility of having removal proceedings 
blocked, according to Immigration 
Equality.

While the five-year sentence 
stands, Linares-Rodriguez will only 
have to serve half of that time under 
Illinois law. He also earned 383 days 
of credit while in the Cook County 
Jail.

Man arrested 8 times  
while on probation  
for nearly killing man  

with a box cutter  
is accused of Macy’s burglary

Roy Pughsley caught a break last 
year. The 53-year-old had nearly 
killed another homeless man with a 
box cutter inside a River North Wal-
greens. But instead of going to pris-
on on an attempted murder charge, 
he pleaded guilty to aggravated bat-
tery and walked out with 30 months 
of probation.

Three weeks later, he was arrested 
again. And then again. And again. In 
all, Pughsley has been arrested eight 
more times since taking that plea 
deal, according to CPD records, with 
allegations ranging from possessing 
a knife to threatening people with 
knives at Loop businesses. He has re-
peatedly missed court dates, cycled 
on and off electronic monitoring and 
had judges decline to detain him. 
In his latest arrest, the Cook County 
Sheriff’s Office linked him to an over-
night burglary at the Macy’s flagship 
store on State St.

Back in March 2022, Pughsley was 
on probation for yet another case in 
which he pleaded guilty to threat-

police beat from p. 8
ening two people with a box cutter 
after they asked him to leave a bank 
ATM vestibule near State and Huron 
streets. Late one night, prosecutors 
said, he walked into the Walgreens 
at 641 N. Clark St. and started pry-
ing on the locked display of shaving 
products.

Another homeless man who was 
talking with a Walgreens employee 
walked over, and Pughsley allegedly 
yelled at him and swung the knife, 
striking him in the back of the neck 
and head. Prosecutors said the tip 
of the knife broke off in the victim’s 
forehead. At one point, the victim 
grabbed a snow shovel from a store 
display to defend himself while the 
employee called 911, according to 
prosecutors. The victim lost about 1½ 
liters of blood by the time he reached 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital in 
critical condition, according to pros-
ecutors.

Police arrested Pughsley three 
days later and allegedly found him 
carrying a box cutter. He admitted to 
stabbing the man with the knife po-
lice found on him, but said the other 
man had been the aggressor. Pros-
ecutors said the altercation occurred 
out of view of the store’s security 
cameras.

Court files show that two judges 
had ordered Pughsley to receive psy-
chiatric treatment and take medica-
tion in the months before the Wal-
greens attack. Judge Michael Hood 
likewise ordered psychiatric evalua-
tion and care when he put Pughsley 
on probation for the Walgreens case 
last May.

But Pughsley has continued to 
rack up arrests.

In March, he was accused of aggra-
vated assault with a knife at a Loop 
bank. The following month, prosecu-
tors charged him with three counts 
of aggravated assault with a deadly 
weapon after an incident at a State 
Street store. CPD records identified 
the weapon as a knife. Both cases 
were ultimately dropped. In June, 

Pughsley was arrested again, this 
time accused of possessing a knife 
and trespassing at a Loop store.

On July 29, Pughsley received a 30-
day sentence for the June trespass-
ing case. He didn’t have to serve ad-
ditional time because the sentence 
was satisfied by time he had already 
spent in custody.

Now, officials are accusing Pughs-
ley of burglarizing a department 
store while on the Walgreens pro-
bation, too. According to the Cook 
County Sheriff’s Office, Macy’s em-
ployees contacted the sheriff’s retail 
crime investigators on June 28 to 
report an overnight burglary at the 
State St. store.

Surveillance footage showed a 
man wearing a backpack wandering 
through the sprawling store during 
the overnight hours, taking clothing, 
putting some of it on and continuing 
to wander the aisles. Other footage 
allegedly showed him walking into 
one of the store’s restaurant kitch-
ens and helping himself to food. He 
eventually left around 3:25 a.m. with 
the merchandise, according to inves-
tigators. Needless to say, no cashiers 
were working at that hour.

The case might have remained 
unsolved. But on Aug. 3, Macy’s em-
ployees contacted the sheriff’s retail 
crime unit again after spotting a man 
outside the store who looked and 
dressed like the burglar. Investigators 
responded and arrested Pughsley, 
who, court records show, promptly 
missed his first court date on August 
10, leading Judge Robert Kuzas to is-
sue an arrest warrant.

As of Aug. 17, Pughsley is once 
again in the Cook County Jail. He re-
mains on probation in the Walgreens 
case and is charged with burglary 
and felony theft in the Macy’s caper. 
We’ll keep an eye on his case and let 
you know how the judges handle it 
from here.

 — Compiled by  CWBChicago.com

Inside Publications has hired 
legal representation to defend  

ourselves in Sudler Property  
Management’s defamation suit 

against this newspaper. 
But lawfare costs money,  

and we don’t have a lawfare  
budget. So we are now  
appealing for your help,  

and donations.
Below is a link to  

a GoFundMe page that  
we established to help raise  

funds to fight this case in the  
Cook County Circuit Court.  

The page is titled “Your Friendly 
Neighborhood Newspapers.”

We would appreciate you  
sharing this link with anyone  

in your network who might like  
to help out their friendly  

neighborhood newspapers. 

Visit: www.gofundme.com/ 
manage/your-friendly- 

neighborhood-newspapers

Subscribing to this newspaper 
for online weekly issues  

for $20 a year will also help.   
Visit www.insideonline.com

Prefer to stay offline?  
Mail a check to:  

6221 N. Clark St.,  
Chicago, IL 60640

We are grateful  
for your support

This newspaper vs  
Sudler Property Mngt.

This newspaper 
needs your help

$4 per gram, with many ounces 
of flower selling for under $60 to 
$90 due to high market saturation 
and over 1,000 cultivators.

Recreational dope in Illinois 
typically costs about $14 per gram 
for flower, and $200 to $400 per 
ounce before taxes. Those taxes 
typically add another 37% to Chi-
cago’s high-cost pot. 

According to the DCEO, “re-
cipients were determined based 
on factors including social equity 

suit from p. 5 status, financial need, financial 
resources, and progress toward 
becoming operational.”

Seven pot shops co-owned by 
Loevy each received a forgivable 
state loan of $245,000, including 
Botavi’s Nirvana store in Lincoln 
Square at 2301 W. Lawrence Ave. 
That store is situated on a metered 
city-owned parking lot. It also 
happens to be across the street 
from a pre-school/kindergarten 
and very close to St. Matthias El-
ementary School. 

At the time the loans were 

awarded, Illinois Lt. Gov. Juliana 
Stratton said the purpose of the 
loans was to “break down barri-
ers” and to “expand opportunities 
for entrepreneurs who had too 
often been left out of emerging 
industries.”

Taken at face value, her state-
ment implies the state’s $31.8 
million in loan program was in-
tended to support disadvantaged 
individuals to open their own 
businesses, not wealthy lawyers 
who routinely earn multi-million 
dollar verdicts. 

In a 2020 interview with  
Cannabis Business Times, Darin 
Carpenter, the CEO of Loevy’s 
Justice Cannabis Co. (Renu/Bloc), 
said his company qualifies as a 
social equity company because 
Loevy and Kanovitz operate a 
“social equity” law firm which 
represents disadvantaged clients.  

“Through a merit-based ap-
plication process, they scored ex-
tremely high in the Illinois licens-
ing process and were awarded a 
license in Illinois,” said Carpenter.

Loewy and Loewy describes 

itself as concentrating on “civil 
rights issues, including wrong-
ful convictions, police shootings, 
excessive force [accusations], 
prisoner rights, The First Amend-
ment, freedom of information, 
electronic privacy, government 
fraud and whistleblower protec-
tion, environmental justice, and 
other constitutional claims. It is 
the largest private civil rights 
firm without paying clients in the 
country.”

Ignacio Alfonso 
Linares-Rodriguez

Roy Pughsley
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Extra Help (Social Security Low Income Subsidy - LIS) helps pay for
prescription drug costs.

Medicare Savings Program (MSP) helps pay for Medicare premiums,
deductibles and coinsurance.

Need Help with Medicare? We’ve got you Covered!

 

Call Senior Services’ Information & Assistance Helpline
312-744-4016 or email aging@cityofchicago.org

Ask for a Senior Health Insurance Program (SHIP) Counselor Appointment.
Free language interpretation services available. 

•Wellness Visit Physical 
•Yearly Wellness Visit
•Screenings, Vaccinations & much more

Turning 65 and need to learn more about enrolling in Medicare?
Want help choosing the right prescription drug coverage?
Monthly Medicare or prescription drug costs increasing?                             

Learn More About Low-Income Supports

Medicare Open Enrollment is October 15th - December 7th. 

Medicare offers all beneficiaries free or low cost Prevention and
Wellness Benefits

We are here to help!

Take Care of Your Health 

Senior Services 

Scan Here for 
Senior Benefits Help  8/26

(Left) Fr. Dominic J. Grassi. 
Photo courtesy Northside Catholic Academy

BY BOB ZULEY

Rev. Dominic J. Grassi, 79, passed away 
on Tuesday, Aug. 25. The lifelong Chica-
goan was ordained in 1973 and spent more 
than five decades faithfully serving the  

Fr. Grassi, former pastor of St. Josaphat, St. Gertrude dead at 79
Funeral to be presided over  
by Cardinal Cupich

religious needs of the people in the Arch-
diocese of Chicago.

He was a faculty member of Quigley 
Seminary [South], as well as a past pastor 
of St. Josaphat Parish in Chicago before 
being named pastor of St. Gertrude Parish  
in Edgewater and former president of 
Northside Catholic Academy.  

Upon retiring, he continued as Pastor 
Emeritus of St. Josaphat.

Fr. Grassi will lie in state at St. Josaphat 
Parish, 2311 N. Southport Ave., on Thurs-

day, Sept. 3, from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. and on 
Friday, Sept. 4, from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.

His Mass of Christian Burial will be cel-
ebrated at 10 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 5 with 
Cardinal Blase Cupich presiding. Private 
internment will follow at Mount Carmel 
Catholic Cemetery in Hillside.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations 
may be made in Fr. Grassi’s memory to 
Misericordia Home, 6300 N. Ridge, Chi-
cago, referencing #6292A.
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Heirloom Books

6239 N. Clark St., Chicago
heirloomchicago.com
239-595-7426

HEIRLOOM BOOKS

TWO FLOORS OF CATEGORIZED USED BOOKS
OPEN NOON TO SEVEN • CLOSED MONDAYS

Two flooors  
of categorized used books

Open noon to Seven
Closed Mondays

6239 N. Clark St., Chicago
heirloomchicago.com

239-595-7426

Hopkins [2nd] was also on hand to praise 
PAWS Chicago’s work.

JUICY & RARE: Gibsons Restaurant 
Group has been looking for an opportunity 
to open a restaurant in Fulton Market for 
almost 15 years. Late this year, the storied 
Chicago restaurant operators aim to ac-
complish that goal. Gibsons Tavern is set to 
open in November at 925 W. Fulton Market 
St. The 14,000-square-foot restaurant will 
seat roughly 600, including in the private 
dining spaces, said Gibsons CEO Steve 
Lombardo.

GOOD CAT: The Lincoln Park Zoo re-
ports that their beloved snow leopard Ozzy 
died Aug. 27 following a rapid deteriora-
tion in his health. Props to veterinary and 
animal care teams that conducted extensive 
diagnostic testing and advanced imaging 
in consultation at MedVet, who provided 
intensive supportive care during Ozzy’s 
final days.

Ozzy was born in 2018 at Rosamond 
Gifford Zoo in New York and arrived at 
Lincoln Park Zoo in 2021 in conjunction 

with the opening of Pepper Family Wild-
life Center. During his time here, Ozzy 
always showed an interest in his training 
sessions and particularly enjoyed chicken 
puree as a special treat.

RIP: There was no one like Earle  
Johnson, a true Chicagoan, a man of our 
streets and pavements and a man of the 
Divine One. Not many tavern owners hold 
theology degrees, working their lives with 
the suffering and impoverished and shar-
ing great tastes in world class beers. But 
that’s exactly what Earle did at “Quench-
ers,” his famed Chicago saloon at Fuller-
ton and Western. He recently returned to 
heaven at 83. 

Born in rural Iowa, he came toiling to 
Chicago for theology school and stayed to 
chill the wildly imported beers and over-
heated Chicagoans. And he ran Quenchers 
as a grand success. He fashioned a niche 
for hard to find beers making him a favor-
ite of this city for almost 40 years. 

He closed Quenchers in 2018 because he 
felt it was time. Then he traveled the world 
with his wife and two sons, even going all 
the way to Antarctica. The world was his 
oyster and hard to find beer from Argen-
tina or Singapore was his drink. Rest in 
peace, kind sir.

ZOO BALL: The annual Lincoln Park 
Zoo Ball, hosted by the Women’s Board, 
raised an extraordinary $1.8 million dol-
lars on its 50th anniversary. All helping to 
keep the zoo and all its educational enter-
prise and conservation at the lakeside cen-
ter forever free.

WHO’S WHERE: Mark Olley with a 
fresh trim at Rosehill Barbershop, collect-
ing petitions for mayor’s race, and also con-
sidering letting his beard grow until Alexi 
is on the ticket… Helma Wardenaar  
in the Netherlands, paid a visit to Klaas 
and Frieda who have lived next door to her 
parents for almost 50 years… Gibsons’  
O’Ryan-Lombardo Family all piled into 
their ancestral County Limerick, Ireland 

at the lovely Adare Manor… Melinda 
Jakovich-Lagrange with Pam Santoro 
Capitanini celebrating their 14th year 
Friendversary, here’s to many more… 
Jan Coulbourne at Sunset Island, Ocean 
City, MD, where they had a Great Paint 
Night on that beautiful Island… former 
U.S Ambassador to Ireland, James Kenny 
and lovely wife, Margaret, in Los Ange-
les with their grandchild, Baby Bode…  
Rodger and Janet Owen at the Chicago 
Yacht Club listening to Summer Breeze 
and taking a short sail on a perfect summer 
Saturday afternoon… Eamonn Cummins 
had a fantastic time celebrating his buddy 
Mike Gottlieb at a Bachelor Dinner at The 
Cut… Cynthia Olson with dear friend 
Mike Kutza, founder of the Chicago In-
ternational Film Festival… Cynthia Espy 
memorialized her friend and also a favor-
ite pup out by the Harbor Lighthouse… 
Cathy Reidy Ragen at “Sunday in the 
Park with Lyric” at the Pritzker Pavilion 
following recent birthday salutes… Attor-
ney Brendan O’Connor joined his par-
ents for West Coast travel for the Cubs… 
Karen Zupko and Mr. Mike, a fine man 
in the kitchen, provided the full “Gumbo 
Dinner,” followed by his Key Lime Pie, 
the neighbors were charmed guests in their 
elegant home… Piccolo Sogno was jump-
ing for joy when Chef Gabbino Sotello of 
Cafe Ba-Ba-Reeba arrived with his party 
bringing exotic flavors and intense Spanish 
charm… Irene Michaels had a wonderful 

evening at the Fasig-Tipton Saratoga Sale 
in Saratoga Springs. 

FRESH CUISINE: For Geoffrey and 
Stephanie Leese Emrich it’s “Feld” as 
in “Field.” The chefs energetically prepar-
ing the numerous courses in the center. No 
menu. A trustfall of goodness. Daily gro-
cery plus local sourcing from the very best. 
A true Chicago story. A young man with a 
goal, chef Jacob Potashnick.

SCHOOL BOARD: Dan Balanoff has 
been at the Elected school board forum 
at the 25th Ward IPO. They heard from  
Hilario Dominguez, who’s running for 
president, and both candidates from 7A, 
Jesus Ayala, Jr. and Emma Lozano. 

HOME: Famed architect Lucien 
Lagrange say’s he’s very proud how his 
new building, Rosewood Residences of 
Turtle Creek, is coming along for it was 
years in the planning stage and it’s now 
close to being finished.

MANGE MANGE: Julia Jacobs and 
Denise Tomasello had such a wonderful 
time celebrating Chicago’s Italian heritage 
at the Taylor Street Little Italy Festival. 
They loved spending time in one of this 
city’s most historic neighborhoods, enjoy-
ing incredible food, music, people, and 
traditions that make Taylor St. so special. 
This festival is about so much more than 
great Italian food, it celebrates the genera-
tions of families, businesses, and commu-
nity leaders who have kept the history and 
spirit of Chicago’s Little Italy.

CHICAGO: Relive Rob Marshall’s 
dazzling 2002 Academy Award-winning 
film “Chicago,” featuring iconic on‑screen 
performances by Renée Zellweger, Cath-
erine Zeta‑Jones, and Richard Gere, all 
while the Chicago Philharmonic performs 
the John Kander and Fred Ebb legend-
ary score live in sync with the film at The 
Auditorium, April 3, 2027, when Chicago 
Philharmonic bringing its brassy swag-
ger and symphonic power to hits like “All 
That Jazz” and “Cell Block Tango,” this 
one‑night‑only event delivers Chicago’s 
signature sparkle in a bold, live‑to‑film 
performance.

We’re the only country where you have 
to be rich enough to be a socialist. 

- Rahm Emanuel

tog515@gmail.com
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“YOU WILL NOT BE 
DISAPPOINTED. 

THRILLING NEW 
TALENT EMERGES IN 
THIS SEXY CROWD-

PLEASER.”
- Chris Jones, Chicago Tribune

THE CRITICALLY 
ACCLAIMED 

AWARD-WINNING 
“BEST THEATER OF 
2025” PRODUCTION 

RETURNS!

“PYROTECHNIC 
VOCALS AND 

GARISH, GHOULISH 
SPECTACLE. 

KOKANDY MAKES 
IT SLAY...LITERALLY 

AND FIGURATIVELY.”
- Cate� Sullivan, 

Chicago Sun-Times

charging from p. 2

Student Chefs at “Feld.”

Earle Johnson Ozzy

Cynthia Olson and Michael Kutza.

The League of Chicago Theatres 
has announced the return of Tickets 
for a 20. Through Monday, Sept. 14, 
theatregoers can grab $20 tickets to 
some of Chicagoland’s most exciting 
shows, exclusively through Hot Tix.

Tickets for a 20 is a limited time 
promotion offering a special discount 
code (TWENTY) to select fall shows 
on Hot Tix (with fees it’s $25.25). 

Hot Tix has many other discount-
ed shows that are less than $20, visit 
https://hottix.org/special-offer-tick-
ets-for-a-20/.

Tickets for a $20 
returns from Hot Tix

subscribe online  
at www.insideonline.

com
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BY BOB KITSOS

Fans around the country are paying trib-
ute to country music legend Dolly Parton 
following her death on Aug. 25. In Edge-
water, fans have designated a mural on the 
gate of Lytle House, an event venue at 5517 
N. Broadway, as a memorial site.

Michelle Lytle, co-owner of the venue 
with her wife Robyn, created the mural 
of Parton in 2019. Lytle, who has been a 
Parton fan for nearly as long as she could 
remember, praised Parton’s advocacy for 
LGBTQ+ rights and the LGBTQ+ com-
munity, especially in the country music 
industry. 

The mural was partly a community 

In addition to flowers and notes, fans have left fake eyelashes and pink hats to memorialize 
singer, actress, entrepreneur, Dolly Parton.                                         Photo by Joanne Kitsos

Edgewater mural becomes  
site for Dolly Parton tribute shrine

beautification and anti-graffiti measure, 
Lytle said. The gate had been targeted by 
taggers, so she decided to paint her own 
artwork there to deter vandalism while 
brightening the North Side.

Following the news of Parton’s death, 
Lytle joined neighbors and admirers at the 
site to pay tribute. Lytle said Parton was 
“a woman who really spoke her mind. She 
said what she believed in and said it in a 
way that wasn’t divisive.”  

During her career, Parton performed at 
venues in Chicago and the surrounding 
area, including at the Chicago Theatre, All-
state Arena, and House of Blues. A concert 
at Ravinia in 2016 was her last appearance 
in the area.

like many other local animals. The zoo ac-
commodates their presence, even putting 
up warning signs in the Children’s Zoo 
area. And yes, they are popular. “These 
little hatchlings—they’re not so little—but 
they are so much fun to watch,” said a Lin-
coln Park zookeeper who happened upon 
this reporter’s conversation with Lardner, 
and spoke for herself and not on the zoo’s 
behalf.

Lardner moved to Chicago from New 
York City in 2004 after a career in the au-
tomotive industry. She also compared the 
birds to Rodney Dangerfield—“they get no 
respect.”

Lardner hopes stories like this one helps 
spread knowledge about the bird, either 
through media or through word-of-mouth—

and fittingly we encountered a bird pho-
tographer, and Lardner told her about the 
project. “We started as this all-volunteer 
initiative, and said, ‘wait a minute, no one’s 
outside the zoo telling people [where] all 
these crazy birds are—and they’re here 
24/7’, and we were like, “Wow, this is such 
a great opportunity.”

Her group is currently running a photo 
contest.

Neiburger’s world has, for lack of a better 
term, turned upside down, although that’s a 
good thing in this case. “They’re the best,” 
Neiburger said of the birding community. 
“I was a bit of a family celebrity for, you 
know, a few days.”

Her advice was to “just continue to be 
kind to the birds and animals of the city,” 
she said, “And hope that we’ll continue to 
see them grow in their population.”

bird from p. 7

The United German American Societies 
of Greater Chicago, the parent organiza-
tion for over 50 German American orga-
nizations in Chicago, will be hosting the 
60th Von Steuben Parade 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 12, on Lincoln Ave. from Irving Park 
Rd. north to Western Ave. 

The Von Steuben Parade is named after 
Friederich Wilhelm von Steuben, origi-
nally from Magdeburg, Prussia (now Ger-
many), who was Inspector General under 
George Washington during the Revolution-
ary War. 

In 1777, Von Steuben went to Paris to 
meet America’s Ambassador to France 
Benjamin Franklin to offer them his mili-
tary services. The Continental Congress, 
much impressed by Von Steuben’s title and 
his refusal to accept any salary while in 
service, immediately sent him to George 
Washington at Valley Forge.

Von Steuben had an illustrious military 
career and with his expertise joined in the 
war efforts in the American colonies. He 
was one of Washington’s most trusted gen-
erals. A masterful military tactician, he 
trained countless American regiments — 
despite not speaking any English and hav-
ing to rely on an interpreter. 

The Von Steuben Parade showcases the 
many German cultural Clubs and Organi-
zations in the greater Chicago area, includ-

ing musicians, dancers and choral groups. 
The parade will be part of the 106th An-

niversary of German American Fest, one 
of the oldest cultural festivals in Chicago. 

The free festival takes place Friday, 
through Sunday, Sept. 11, 12 and 13, on 
Lincoln Ave., at Western Ave.

The German Day Assoc. was founded 
in 1920 by dedicated Germans wishing to 
promote the usage and continuance of the 
German language, customs and songs in 
Chicago. At that time the Association be-
came the umbrella organization for all of 
the German Organizations under the name 
of the United German American Societies 
of Greater Chicago.

The festival helps fund the continued 
education of youth and traditional culture. 
The location of the German-American Day 
celebration has changed several times over 
the years, from Riverview Park, Saint Paul 
Woods, Navy Pier, Schwaben Center, and 
Grant Park to Lincoln Square for the last 
27 years.

Traditional local singing and dancing 
groups will perform on Saturday after the 
parade and on Sunday at 2 p.m. Groups will 
include the German American Children’s 
Chorus of Chicago, the Heimat und Tra-
chten Verein Edelweiss, and the Rheinis-
cher Karneval Verein Chicago -Fanfaren.

German-American Fest returns  
to Lincoln Square, celebrating 106th year

Blue Man Group back  
for the holidays

Their departure from their longtime 
home on Halsted St. in Boystown was per-
haps symbolic of the current times, where 
arts and theater spaces such as the Briar 
Street and 

Royal George theaters succumb to the 
demand for high density housing projects 
on the North Side, forcing out successful 
arts organizations to make room for over-
priced condos and apartments.

Well, Blue Man Group has announced 
plans to return for the 2026 holiday sea-
son.  

Last week Broadway In Chicago an-

Shows Nov. 24 - Dec. 13 nounced Blue Man Group [BMG] will 
bring its first-ever holiday production, “A 
New Holiday Surprise,” on the road this 
season.

Chicago audiences will be among the 
first in the country to be able to buy tick-
ets to the all-new production. Tickets went 
on sale Aug. 21. The show will be staged 
at Broadway In Chicago’s CIBC Theatre, 
18 W. Monroe St., for a limited three-week 
engagement, Nov. 24 through Dec. 13.

“Bringing BMG’s first-ever holiday pro-
duction to Chicago is an exciting milestone 
and a natural evolution of the iconic expe-

blue man see p. 14

Black-crowned Night Herons are small herons with rather squat, thick proportions. They have 
thick necks, large, flat heads, and heavy, pointed bills.                             Photo by Russ Smith
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020202 ----------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY, FSB, 
NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY 
AS OWNER TRUSTEE FOR PRET 2024-RPL1 
TRUST
Plaintiff,
-v.-
MARIETTE K. LINDT, RAYMOND LINDT, COOK 
COUNTY ASSESSOR'S OFFICE, REAL TIME 
RESOLUTIONS INC.
Defendants
2024CH09940
1934 WEST BARRY AVENUE
CHICAGO, IL 60657
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on June 25, 2026, an agent for 
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on September 29, 2026, at The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, 
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to 
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:
Commonly known as 1934 WEST BARRY AV-
ENUE, CHICAGO, IL 60657
Property Index No. 14-30-205-030-0000
The real estate is improved with a residence.
Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, 
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales 
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted. 
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to Plaintiff and in ''AS IS'' condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 

BY MERGER TO NATIONAL CITY BANK; THE ST. 
JAMES CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION,
Defendants. 
2025CH03686
455 WEST SAINT JAMES PLACE APARTMENT 
201 AND 202, 
CHICAGO, IL 60614
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on 3/23/2026, an agent of Auction.
com, LLC will conduct the Online Only auction at 
www.auction.com, with the bidding window open-
ing on 9/21/2026 at 10:00 AM CDT and closing on 
9/23/2026 at 10:00 AM subject to extension, and will 
sell at public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth 
below, the following described real estate.
Commonly known as 455 WEST SAINT JAMES 
PLACE APARTMENT 201 AND 202, CHICAGO, 
IL 60614
Property Index No. 14-28-320-033-1002 and 14-28-
320-033-1003
The real estate is improved with a Multi-Family.
The judgment amount was $74,571.46
     Sale Terms: Full Sale Terms are available on the 
property page at www.auction.com by entering 455 
WEST SAINT JAMES PLACE APARTMENT 201 
AND 202 into the search bar. If sold to anyone other 
than the Plaintiff, the winning bidder must pay the 
full bid amount within twenty-four (24) hours of the 
auction’s end. All payments must be certified funds. 
No third-party checks will be accepted. All bidders 
will need to register at www.auction.com prior to 
placing a bid. The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special assessments, or 
special taxes levied against said real estate and 
is offered for sale without any representation as to 
quality or quantity of title and without recourse to 
plaintiff and in “AS IS" condition. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by the court.
     Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a certificate of sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
     The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property, prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by the Condominium property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9 (g)(l) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by the Condominium 

within twenty-four (24) hours of the auction’s end. 
All payments must be certified funds. No third-party 
checks will be accepted. All bidders will need to 
register at www.auction.com prior to placing a bid. 
The subject property is subject to general real es-
tate taxes, special assessments, or special taxes 
levied against said real estate and is offered for sale 
without any representation as to quality or quantity 
of title and without recourse to plaintiff and in “AS IS" 
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation 
by the court.
     Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a certificate of sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
     The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property, prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mort-
gagee, shall pay the assessments and the legal 
fees required by the Condominium property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/9 (g)(l) and (g)(4). If this property is 
a condominium unit which is part of a common in-
terest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by the Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
     IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701 (C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
     For information, contact Plaintiffs attorney: Mc-
Calla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLP (312) 346-9088 
please refer to file number 25-24032IL.
Auction.com, LLC
100 N LaSalle St., Suite 1400, Chicago, IL 60602 
– 872-225-4985
You can also visit www.auction.com. 
Attorney File No. 25-24032IL
Case Number: 2026CH00144 
NOTE: PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COL-
LECTION PRACTICES ACT, YOU ARE ADVISED 
THAT PLAINTIFF’S ATTORNEY IS DEEMED 
TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OB-
TAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
8277-968237

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
U.S. Bank Trust National Association, as Trustee of 
LB-Igloo Series VI Trust

is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, examine the court file, CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030 
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR 
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-24-06330
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Attorney Code. 21762
Case Number: 2024CH09940
TJSC#: 46-1769
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2024CH09940
I3292897

262626 -----------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT – CHANCERY DIVI-
SION
PNC BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
Plaintiff,
-v.-
CHARLES E STARKEY; MINDY S STARKEY; PNC 
BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION SUCCESSOR 

Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
     IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701 (C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
     For information, contact Plaintiffs attorney: Mc-
Calla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLP (312) 346-9088 
please refer to file number 25-21009IL.
Auction.com, LLC
100 N LaSalle St., Suite 1400, Chicago, IL 60602 
– 872-225-4985
You can also visit www.auction.com. 
Attorney File No. 25-21009IL
Case Number: 2025CH03686 
NOTE: PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COL-
LECTION PRACTICES ACT, YOU ARE ADVISED 
THAT PLAINTIFF’S ATTORNEY IS DEEMED 
TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OB-
TAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
8277-968239

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT – CHANCERY DIVISION
FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORATION,
Plaintiff,
-v.-
DAVID LARTEY; HOLLYWOOD TOWER CONDO-
MINIUM ASSOCIATION; UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,
Defendants. 
2026CH00144
5701 NORTH SHERIDAN ROAD UNIT 8L, 
CHICAGO, IL 60660
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on 6/8/2026, an agent of Auction.
com, LLC will conduct the Online Only auction at 
www.auction.com, with the bidding window open-
ing on 9/28/2026 at 10:00 AM CDT and closing on 
9/30/2026 at 10:00 AM subject to extension, and will 
sell at public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth 
below, the following described real estate.
Commonly known as 5701 NORTH SHERIDAN 
ROAD UNIT 8L, CHICAGO, IL 60660
Property Index No. 14-05-407-017-1277
The real estate is improved with a Condominium.
The judgment amount was $186,282.49
     Sale Terms: Full Sale Terms are available on 
the property page at www.auction.com by entering 
5701 NORTH SHERIDAN ROAD UNIT 8L into the 
search bar. If sold to anyone other than the Plain-
tiff, the winning bidder must pay the full bid amount 

Plaintiff
vs.
Stephan T. Bakana; Eastwood by the Lake Condo-
minium Association; Unknown Owners and Nonre-
cord Claimants
Defendant
25 CH 6544
CALENDAR 62
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to 
a Judgment of Foreclosure entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion will on September 22, 2026, at the hour 11:00 
a.m., Intercounty's office, 120 West Madison Street, 
Suite 718A, Chicago, IL 60602, sell, in person, to 
the highest bidder for cash, the following described 
mortgaged real estate:
P.I.N. 14-17-215-029-1013.
Commonly known as 811 West Eastwood Avenue, 
Unit 305, Chicago, Illinois 60640.
The real estate is: condominium residence. The 
purchaser of the unit other than a mortgagee shall 
pay the assessments and the legal fees required by 
subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 189.5 of the 
Condominium Property Act. Sale terms: At sale, the 
bidder must have 10% (or 25% if so ordered in the 
Judgment of Foreclosure) down by certified funds, 
balance within 24 hours, by certified funds. No re-
funds. The property is sold AS IS subject to all liens 
or encumbrances. The property will NOT be open 
for inspection. Prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the circuit court case record, property tax 
record and the title record to verify all information 
before bidding. IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
THE ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(c) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE 
LAW.
For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's 
Attorney, Sottile & Barile, LLC, 7530 Lucerne Drive, 
Suite 210, Middleburg Heights, Ohio 44130. (440) 
572-1511. ILF2505026
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3292428

191919 ----------------------------------------------------
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020202 -------------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION
Plaintiff,
-v.-
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND DEVISEES OF NANCY M. 
AMICANGELO, DECEASED, UNKNOWN CLAIM-
ANTS AND LIENHOLDERS AGAINST THE ES-
TATE OF NANCY M. AMICANGELO, DECEASED, 
UNKNOWN CLAIMANTS AND LIENHOLDERS 
AGAINST THE UNKNOWN HEIRS AND DEVI-
SEES OF NANCY M. AMICANGELO, DECEASED, 
MARY AMICANGELO, JANET SHEERIN, DEBBY 
WEIR AKA DEBORAH L. WEIR, STEVEN AMI-
CANGELO, PAUL AMICANGELO, JOHN AMICAN-
GELO, JOSEPH AMICANGELO, ROBIN KOSKI-
NEN, AS LEGATEE OF THE ESTATE OF NANCY 
M. AMICANGELO, DECEASED, 50 EAST BEL-
LEVUE CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, CARY 
ROSENTHAL, AS SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE 
OF NANCY M. AMICANGELO, DECEASED
Defendants
25 CH 03069
50 E BELLEVUE PL. APT. 1603
CHICAGO, IL 60611
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on June 26, 2026, an agent for 
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on September 28, 2026, at The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, 
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to 
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:
Commonly known as 50 E BELLEVUE PL. APT. 
1603, CHICAGO, IL 60611
Property Index No. 17-03-202-065-1078
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $220,999.22.
Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, 
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales 
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted. 
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-

TJSC#: 46-1544
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 25 CH 03069
I3292975

262626 ----------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
CITIMORTGAGE, INC.
Plaintiff,
-v.-
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF LESLIE 
FARRELL-WALLACE A/K/A LESLIE FARRELL 
WALLACE, DECEASED, 1550 CONDOMINIUM 
ASSOCIATION, WILLIAM BUTCHER, AS SPE-
CIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR LESLIE FARRELL-
WALLACE, DECEASED, UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants
2024 CH 08161
1550 N LAKESHORE DR, UNIT 14-D
CHICAGO, IL 60610
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on June 15, 2026, an agent for 
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on September 16, 2026, at The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, 
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to 
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:
Commonly known as 1550 N LAKESHORE DR, 
UNIT 14-D, CHICAGO, IL 60610
Property Index No. 17-03-101-029-1086
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $64,636.87.
Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, 
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales 
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted. 
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without 

Attorney Code. 65582
Case Number: 2024 CH 08161
TJSC#: 46-1469
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2024 CH 08161
I3292592

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
Lakeview Loan Servicing, LLC
Plaintiff,
-v.-
Todd P. Kantarek; Wilmington Savings Fund So-
ciety, FSB, not in its individual capacity but solely 
as Owner Trustee of FIGRE Trust 2024-HE4, as 
successor in interest to Figre Trust 2024-HE4 a/k/a 
Figure Trust 2024-HE4; RevampOpco Trust; East 
Lincoln Park Place Condominium Association; East 
Lincoln Park Place Condominium Association II; 
Unknown Owners and Nonrecord Claimants
Defendants.
2026CH00203
2432 N GENEVA TER UNIT 2, CHICAGO, IL 
60614
NOTICE OF SALE PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale entered in the above cause on 5/22/2026, 
an agent of Auction.com, LLC will conduct the 
Online Only auction at www.auction.com, with the 
bidding window opening on 9/28/2026 at 10:00 AM 
CDT and closing on September 30, 2026 at 10:00 
AM subject to extension, and will sell at public sale 
to the highest bidder, as set forth below, the follow-
ing described real estate.
Commonly known as 2432 N GENEVA TER UNIT 
2, CHICAGO, IL 60614
Property Index No. 14-28-315-052-1012
The real estate is improved with a Residential 
Property. The judgment amount was $142,808.37 
Sale Terms: Full Sale Terms are available on the 
property page at www.auction.com by entering 
2432 N GENEVA TER UNIT 2 into the search bar. 
If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, the winning 
bidder must pay the full bid amount within twenty-
four (24) hours of the auction's end. All payments 
must be certified funds. No third-party checks will 
be accepted. All bidders will need to register at 
www.auction.com prior to placing a bid. The sub-

sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to Plaintiff and in ''AS IS'' condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, contact HEAVNER, BEYERS & MI-
HLAR, LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 601 E. William St., 
DECATUR, IL, 62523 (217) 422-1719. Please refer 
to file number 2044298.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
HEAVNER, BEYERS & MIHLAR, LLC
601 E. William St.
DECATUR IL, 62523
217-422-1719
Fax #: 217-422-1754
E-Mail: CookPleadings@hsbattys.com
Attorney File No. 2044298
Attorney Code. 40387
Case Number: 25 CH 03069

recourse to Plaintiff and in ''AS IS'' condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, contact CHAD LEWIS, ROBERT-
SON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE & PART-
NERS, PLLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 6400 SHAFER 
CT, STE 325, ROSEMONT, IL, 60018 (561) 241-
6901. Please refer to file number 24-225748.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CHAD LEWIS
ROBERTSON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE & 
PARTNERS, PLLC
6400 SHAFER CT, STE 325
ROSEMONT IL, 60018
561-241-6901
E-Mail: ILMAIL@RASLG.COM
Attorney File No. 24-225748
Attorney ARDC No. 6306439

ject property is subject to general real estate taxes, 
special assessments, or special taxes levied against 
said real estate and is offered for sale without any 
representation as to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to plaintiff and in "AS IS" condi-
tion. The sale is further subject to confirmation by 
the court. Upon payment in full of the amount bid, 
the purchaser will receive a certificate of sale that 
will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real es-
tate after confirmation of the sale. The property will 
NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the condition of the property, 
prospective bidders are admonished to check the 
court file to verify all information. If this property is 
a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and the legal fees required by 
the Condominium property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9 (g)
(l) and (g)(4). If this property is a condominium unit 
which is part of a common interest community, the 
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale other 
than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments re-
quired by the Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1). IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AF-
TER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701 (C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE 
LAW. For information, contact Plaintiffs attorney: 
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES PC (630) 794-5300 
please refer to file number 14-25-08155. Auction.
com, LLC 100 N LaSalle St., Suite 1400, Chicago, 
IL 60602 - 872-225-4985 You can also visit www.
auction.com. Attorney File No. 14-25-08155 Case 
Number: 2026CH00203 NOTE: PURSUANT TO 
THE FAIR DEBT COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT, 
YOU ARE ADVISED THAT PLAINTIFF'S ATTOR-
NEY IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR 
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
I3292494

191919 ---------------------------------------------------

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad  

For 3 Consecutive Weeks 
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

CALL NOW
1.866.753.9521 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

ther confirmed that the decision 
in 2022 and 2023 to not oppose 
the certificate of innocence peti-
tions came after high-level meet-
ings with representatives from the 
Exoneration Project, a Chicago 
group tied to lawyers who have 
secured many millions of dollars 

in payouts from the city on behalf 
of people who claim they were 
wrongfully convicted.

While officially a non-profit 
organization associated with the 
Univ. of Chicago School of Law, 
the Exoneration Project is led by 
lawyers from the Chicago firm of 
Loevy & Loevy, who are regu-
larly and prominently involved in 
suing the city of Chicago over al-
leged wrongful convictions.

The Loevy firm is representing 
DeLeon-Reyes in his lawsuit.

Foxx’s deposition was a flash-
point in the DeLeon-Reyes and 
Solache case, as lawyers for the 
city and defendant officers in-
dicated they intended to use the 
testimony to combat the men’s 
“innocence” claims at a trial over 
DeLeon-Reyes’ claims.

However, the settlements ulti-
mately canceled that trial, which 
had been scheduled to go to a jury 

murder from p. 9 in May.
Next, lawyers for the city and 

defendant police officers will 
question Foxx’s former top deputy 
prosecutor, former Cook County 
First Assistant State’s Attorney 
Risa Lanier, as they seek to fill in 
the blanks left by Foxx’s testimo-
ny concerning how and why the 
Cook County State’s Attorney’s 
Office under Foxx decided to al-
low the people formerly convict-
ed of murder to secure the certifi-
cates of innocence they needed 
to sue the city for millions, even 
though prosecutors didn’t actu-
ally believe they were innocent.

It is not yet known when La-
nier will sit for her deposition. An 
agenda for the Chicago Finance 
Committee’s September meeting 
has not been posted.

rience,” said Marie-Josée Adam, 
President and CEO of BMG. 
“We’re thrilled to offer audiences 
a fresh blend [of] the music, hu-
mor, creativity and unpredictabil-
ity that have defined Blue Man 
Group for decades.”

The BMG ended its historic, 
nearly 30-year residency at the 
Briar Street Theatre, 3133 N. Hal-
sted St., on Jan. 5, 2025. The final 
performance concluded a nearly 
three-decade run that began at 
the venue in 1997.

The historic Briar St. Theater 
in Lakeview is now being rede-
veloped into a 66-unit mixed-use 
residential and retail building.

The new production will feature 
classic holiday music performed 
on BMG’s custom instruments, 
while following the Blue Men as 
they discover the traditions, ritu-

als and joyful absurdities of the 
holidays while exploring themes 
of generosity, presence, creativity 
and human connection. 

The non-verbal BMG commu-
nicates through music, art, and 
comedy, creating connections 
without saying a word, as they 
navigate our world with curiosity 
and imagination.

Since debuting at New York’s 
Astor Place Theatre in 1991, the 
live show has expanded to addi-
tional domestic residencies play-
ing in Las Vegas, Orlando and 
multiple tours, reaching more 
than 50 million people world-
wide. Tickets range from $39 to 
$120 with a select number of pre-
mium tickets available. For more 
information call 312-977-1710 or 
write to GroupSales@Broadway-
InChicago.com.

blue man from p. 13
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Autos Wanted
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 800-245-0398

Commercial Space for Rent
Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 800 to 
1000 square feet, $15 per foot / UP. Three-year 
lease @ $15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven 
funds. 773-772-0808 please leave message.

Coins

Pilsen Express Junk Removal
Serving the greater  
Chicagoland Area

Junk removal we cover
• Furniture/appliance pickup 

• Residential cleanouts (homes, garages, 
attics, basements) 

• Commercial cleanouts  
(offices, retail stores) 

• Construction debris removal 
• Eco-friendly recycling  

and donations  
(TVs, any type of electronics)

“No job is too big or too small—we 
handle them all.” Affordable rates. 

Call or send a photo to  
(312) 961-0498  

for a fast & free quote!

 Service Directory/Classifieds

Heating & Cooling

ALL HOME  
PROJECTS

Heating & Cooling
Any Repairs

New Installations
Electrical

Senior Discounts
Licensed and Insured
708-680-6161

Janitorial

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rat-
ing COMMON AREAS CLEANING•  
OFFICE CLEANING - CARPET 
CLEANING • POWER WASHING - 
SNOW REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

• Welder Generator
• Drain Rodder
• Ridgid Threading Machine
• Tank Torch Set    
• Ridgid Plumbing Tools

TOOL  
LIQUIDATION

101supplyok@gmail.com

773-818-0808
RECYCLED • CHEAP

TOOL LIQUIDATION

ACCURATE  
EXTERIOR

& MASONRY
Specializing in Tuckpointing  

Chimneys, Brick Work, Lintel, 
Parapet Walls, Parging,  

City Violations & Roofing.
Rated “A” on Angie’s List

Licensed and Insured
Free Estimate

773-592-4535
(10S14A)

TUCKPOINTING

• TUCKPOINTING • BRICKWORK
• MASONRY • CHIMNEY

• MASONRY VIOLATIONS CORRECTED
• LINTEL REPLACEMENT

• ROOFING • PARAPET WALLS
• GUTTERS • SOFFIT/FASCIA

10% DISCOUNT
FREE ESTIMATES - INSURED

(773) 774-0444
www.MarksTuckpointing.com

Sleeping Rooms

Nice room w/ stove, fridge 
& bath. Near ALDI,  

Walgreens, beach, Red 
Line & buses. Elevator & 
Laundry. $149/wk and up. 

773-275-4442

Cook County - Chicago

BIG ROOM with stove, 
fridge, bath & nice wood 
floors. Near Red Line & 

Buses. Elevator & Laundry, 
Shopping. $139/wk.  

773-561-4970
Clean room, refrigerator, 

microwave, near Oak Park, 
Food-For-Less, Walmart, 

Walgreens, Laundry,  
Buses and Metra.

$140.00 a week and up.
$595.00 a month and up.

773-637-5957

WINDOWS

4935 W. Le Moyne St., Chicago, IL 60651
773-379-3500   www.advancedwindow.com

Advanced Window Corp.

American and European Windows & Doors
Manufacturing & Sales

VIST OUR SHOWROOM TODAY

GLASS & SCREEN REPAIRS DONE FAST!

EYE CARE

To place an ad, call 773-465-9700 or email:  
insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com   

Deadline: 5pm Mondays

A Red’s Hauling Service
Removal of unwanted items  

from Basements, Garages, Attics,  
Businesses, Estate Clearance

Senior Citizen Discount
FREE ESTIMATES

773-616-0979
redshaulingservice.com

Furniture Removal/ 
Junk Removal

CHESTNUT ORGANIZING 
AND CLEANING SERVICES:

 Especially for people who 
need an organizing service  

because of depression, 
elderly, physical or mental 
challenges or other causes 

for your home’s clutter, 
disorganization, dysfunction, 
etc. We can organize for the 
downsizing of your current  
possessions to more easily  
move into a smaller home.  

With your help, we can 
organize and clean for the 

deceasedin lieu of having the 
bereaved needing to do the 

preparation to sell or rent the 
deceased’s home. We are  

absolutely not judgemental; 
we’ve seen and done “worse” 

than your job assignement. 
With your help,  

can we please help you?
Chestnut Cleaning Service:  

312-332-5575 
www.ChestnutCleaning.com

Services

Midwest  
General  

Contractor
REPAIRS

ROOFS • GUTTERS
CARPENTRY • WINDOWS

SIDING • DOORS
Call John

(312) 301-9980

CONTRACTOR

Miscellaneous
Consumer Cellular - same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as large carriers. No long-term contract or 
hidden fees, free activation. All plans unlimited talk 
& text starting at just $20/mo. 877-751-0866

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little as 1-day. Limited time, 
waving all installation costs! Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change & vary by dealer. Ends soon. 
844-501-3208

Need cash quickly? We buy houses in any condi-
tion. Get a fair cash offer within 24 hours! Call to-
day. Liz Buys Houses: 833-359-4707

No more cleaning gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter 
backed by no-clog guarantee & lifetime warranty. 
Call 1-833-610-1936 to schedule FREE inspection/
estimate. Get 15% off your entire order. Military & 
Seniors get additional 10% off. Limited time. Re-
strictions apply, see rep for details.

Peace of mind & early detection - Now more than 
ever, it’s important to get screened for Stroke & 
Cardiovascular Disease risk. Life Line Screening is 
simple & painless. 833-970-4172

Reach millions of homes nationwide with one easy, 
affordable buy in the ADS Network! For more infor-
mation www.communitypublishers.com/category/
all-products

Replace your roof w/the best looking & longest last-
ing material steel from Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles/
multiple colors available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited time offer up to 50% off install + 
additional 10% off install military, health & 1st re-
sponders. 833-370-1234

SunSetter. America’s Number One Awning! Instant 
shade at the touch of a button. Transform your deck 
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year limited 
warranty. Save $350 today! 855-914-1148

TOP DOLLAR PAID for old vintage guitars! Gibson, 
Fender, Martin, Grecsch, Rickenbacker, Epiphone, 
Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. Call 866-433-8277

2/3-FLAT WANTED - Lincoln 
Park / Old Town / Lakeview. 
Young professional already 
renting in the neighborhood, 
looking to buy my first home 
direct from owner, and be a 
good steward of the place. 

Existing tenants welcome to 
stay - I only need one unit for 
myself. No broker fees, pre-
approved, as-is OK, flexible 

close. Michael 716-238-3144

2/3-FLAT HOME 
WANTED

Real Estate For Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION

FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORATION,

                                                 Plaintiff,                             CASE NO. 2026CH05883
                                          vs.
DEMOND D. EDWARDS; CITY OF CHICAGO,                Subject Property: 814 West 68th Street,  
A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION; UNKNOWN                  Chicago, IL 60621
OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,

                                                Defendants.
 
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO YOU:
Demond D. Edwards and Unknown Owners and Non-Record Claimants 
That this case has been commenced in this Court against you and other defendants, praying for the 
foreclosure of a certain Mortgage conveying the premises described as follows, to-wit:
Legal description: Lot 5 In Fenn’s Subdivision of Lots 24, 25 And 26 In Block 1 In Benedict’s Subdivi-
sion of The Northeast 1/4 Of the Southeast 1/4 Of Section 20, Township 38 North, Range 14, East of 
The Third Principal Meridian, In Cook County Illinois.
Common address: 814 West 68th Street, Chicago, IL 60621
Tax Parcel Number: 20-20-407-022-0000 
And which said Mortgage was made by: Demond D. Edwards
The Mortgagor(s), to Freedom Mortgage Corporation, as Mortgagee, and recorded in the office of the 
Recorder of Deeds of Cook County, Illinois, as Document No. 2321429407; and for other relief; that 
summons was duly issued out of said Court against you as provided by law and that the said suit is 
now pending.
NOW, THEREFORE, UNLESS YOU file your answer or otherwise file your appearance in this case in 
the Office of the Clerk of this Court,
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION, 50 W. Washington St., Chicago, IL 60602
On or before September 18, 2026 (answer period expiration date), A DEFAULT MAY BE ENTERED 
AGAINST YOU AT ANY TIME AFTER THAT DAY AND A JUDGMENT MAY BE ENTERED IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH THE PRAYER OF SAID COMPLAINT.

FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORATION
By: _/s/ Charlotte A. Haack_ - ARDC No. 6310785
Halliday, Watkins & Mann, P.C.
Attorney for Plaintiff
376 E 400 S, Ste 300
Salt Lake City, UT, 84111
801-355-2886
Email: ilteam@hwmlawfirm.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION

FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORATION,

                                                 Plaintiff,                              CASE NO. 2026CH05115
                                          vs.
PATRICE BILL STALLINGS; VILLAGE OF                        Subject Property: 17136 Ingleside Ave, 
SOUTH HOLLAND; UNKNOWN OWNERS                       South Holland, IL 60473 
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,             

                                                Defendants.
         
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO YOU:
Patrice Bill Stallings and Unknown owners and Non-record claimants 
That this case has been commenced in this Court against you and other defendants, praying for the 
foreclosure of a certain Mortgage conveying the premises described as follows, to-wit:
Legal description: LOT 56 IN MACCARI’S ADDITION TO SOUTH HOLLAND BEING A SUBDIVI-
SION OF PART OF THE WEST 1/2 OF THE NORTHWEST ¼ OF SECTION 26, TOWNSHIP 36 
NORTH, RANGE 14 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS, 
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF RECORDED APRIL 29, 1966 AS DOCUMENT 19811976, 
AND AS RE-RECORDED JULY 12,1966 AS DOCUMENT 19882450 IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
Common address: 17136 Ingleside Ave, South Holland, IL 60473
Tax Parcel Number: 29-26-112-020-0000
And which said Mortgage was made by: Patrice Bill Stallings
The Mortgagor(s), to Freedom Mortgage Corporation, as Mortgagee, and recorded in the office of the 
Recorder of Deeds of Cook County, Illinois, as Document No. 2411020335; and for other relief; that 
summons was duly issued out of said Court against you as provided by law and that the said suit is 
now pending.
NOW, THEREFORE, UNLESS YOU file your answer or otherwise file your appearance in this case in 
the Office of the Clerk of this Court,
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION, 50 W. Washington St., Chicago, IL 60602
On or before September 18, 2026 (answer period expiration date), A DEFAULT MAY BE ENTERED 
AGAINST YOU AT ANY TIME AFTER THAT DAY AND A JUDGMENT MAY BE ENTERED IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH THE PRAYER OF SAID COMPLAINT.

FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORATION
By: _/s/ Charlotte A. Haack - ARDC No. 6310785
Halliday, Watkins & Mann, P.C.
Attorney for Plaintiff
376 E 400 S, Ste 300
Salt Lake City, UT, 84111
801-355-2886
Email: ilteam@hwmlawfirm.com

Real Estate For Sale

BEARS, CUBS
Hot Collectibles, Memorabilia

• 1985 Bears Team Large Placard 
(30x35x1/4”)

• Bears Soft Hat - from Italy!
• Gale Sayers Football, Autographed
• Circa ‘70s Clean, Large Official 

Cubs Player Shirt
• Cubs 1990 Pennant -  

All-Star Game - at Wrigley Field
• Bobbleheads: Anthony Rizzo, 

Javier Baez
• Jimmy Piersall - signed baseball  

1955 “Fear Strikes Out”
• Beautiful, Colorful 2001, ‘06 and ‘07 

Calendars of Cubs Wrigley Field 
Unopened

• Trib & Sun-Times Full newspapers 
Championship Game 11/3/16

• Famous “Bottom of the 7th”  
by Norman Rockwell

Contact mike.sungloss@gmail.com

Sports Collectibles  
& Memorabilia

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION

FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORATION,
                                               Plaintiff,                          CASE NO. 2026CH05604
                                          vs.
JULIE FOX, SPECIAL REPRESENATIVE FOR           Subject Property: 14845 Main Street 
IRMA CALVERT; UNKNOWN HEIRS AND                  Harvey, IL 60426 
LEGATEES OF IRMA CALVERT; CITY OF  
HARVEY; FOUNDATION FINANCE COMPANY,  
LLC; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND  
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,
                                               Defendants.
         
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO YOU:
Unknown Heirs and Legatees of Irma Calvert; Unknown owners and non-record claimants
That this case has been commenced in this Court against you and other defendants, praying for the 
foreclosure of a certain Mortgage conveying the premises described as follows, to-wit:
Legal description: LOT 18 IN RESUBDIVISION OF BLOCK 21, (EXCEPT THE EAST 87.06 FEET OF 
THE SOUTH 142 FEET THEREOF) OF YOUNG’S CENTRAL SUBDIVISION OF BLOCKS 46, LOTS 
21 AND THE SOUTH 1/2 OF LOT 22 IN BLOCK 50, LOTS 1 TO 12 AND 14 TO 21, INCLUSIVE, OF 
BLOCK 51 AND OF LOTS 1 TO 6, INCLUSIVE, OF BLOCK 52 ALL IN SOUTH LAWN, A SUBDIVI-
SION OF SECTION 17, AND THE SOUTH 1/2 OF SECTION 8, TOWNSHIP 36 NORTH, RANGE 14, 
EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
Common address: 14845 Main Street, Harvey, IL 60426
Tax Parcel Number: 29-08-409-014-0000
And which said Mortgage was made by: Irma Calvert
The Mortgagor(s), to Freedom Mortgage Corporation, as Mortgagee, and recorded in the office of 
the Recorder of Deeds of Cook County, Illinois, as Document No. 95199900; and for other relief; that 
summons was duly issued out of said Court against you as provided by law and that the said suit is 
now pending.
NOW, THEREFORE, UNLESS YOU file your answer or otherwise file your appearance in this case in 
the Office of the Clerk of this Court,
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION, 50 W. Washington St., Chicago, IL 60602
On or before October 2, 2026 (answer period expiration date), A DEFAULT MAY BE ENTERED 
AGAINST YOU AT ANY TIME AFTER THAT DAY AND A JUDGMENT MAY BE ENTERED IN  
ACCORDANCE WITH THE PRAYER OF SAID COMPLAINT.

FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORATION
By: /s/ Charlotte A. Haack
Halliday, Watkins & Mann, P.C.
Attorney for Plaintiff
376 E 400 S, Ste 300
Salt Lake City, UT, 84111
801-355-2886
Email: ilteam@hwmlawfirm.com

Real Estate For Sale

Eye Exam with  
3-Month SPH Contacts

only $120 

SUPERIOR EYECARE
SINCE 1987

773-525-1601
1152 W. Diversey Parkway

We accept County Care

MAKING GLASSES -  
Lens & Frame - IN 1 HOUR

for as low as $200

Pro Self Storage intends to enforce its lien  
on certain self service Storage Spaces in default 
listed below on the 18th. of September 2026 at 

12:00 p.m. at 2724 W. 21st St, Chicago, IL 60608  
at www.storagetreasures.com with the sale  

to conclude no earlier than 12:00 p.m.
1055 Tanneh Parker

2011 Latauria Wardell
3027 Sherice Byrd

4022 Alhussein Saeed
This public sale will result in the goods being sold 

to the highest bidder. The winning bidder must pay 
by cash at the time he/she is declared the winning 

bidder. Certain terms and conditions apply;  
see the Manager for additional details

Notice of Public Sale

THE LOCK UP SELF STORAGE  
at 1930 N. Clybourn Ave., Chicago IL 60614

Will sell the contents of the following units  
to satisfy a lien to the highest bidder on

09-22-26 by 11:00 AM at  
WWW.STORAGETREASURES.COM 

All goods must be removed from the unit  
within 48 hours.

Unit availability subject to  
prior settlement of account.

Unit # 136 Barton Faist
Unit # 4123 Tinika Epps

Unit # 2575 Tammiko Ruffin

Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage, located at  
429 W. Ohio St, Chicago IL (312-644-2000),  
is opening lockers: 4530X (Cornett, Donald),  

4528X (Thorndill, Heith), 4558X (Delhar, Natalia), 
3523X and 6619X (Lahood, Edward),  

2808F (Stephens, Anita V),  
5556X (Poole, Lamonte), and  

8313A (Levey, Josh),  
for public sale on September 29, 2026,  

at 3:00 p.m. Cash only.

Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage located at  
730 West Lake Street, Chicago, IL, 312-876-2000, 

is opening lockers:
8190SM- Abreau, Jesenia

8194SM- Akinwumi, Akinseye
5230D- Akinwumi, Akinseye
5025D- Campos, Jocelyne
8212SM- Imogie, Akeshi
5410E- Johnson, Nicole

8195SM- Johnson, Nicole
8209SM- Medrano, Mathew

3500E- Mentor, Marvin
6700V-Ragusa, Simone

for public sale. 
This sale is to be held on  

Tuesday, September 29, 2026, at 2:00PM.  
Cash payments only.

Notice of Public Sale

We are your  
neighborhood newspaper

Pick up a copy every week or subscribe online for only $20. 
For advertising call 773-465-9700 or visit insideonline.com

Transform 
Your Bathroom 

and Change 
Your Life.

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last. 
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions 

may apply. Offer available in select markets only.  CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445  13VH11096000

FREE TOILET + $2,000 OFF*

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-417-1306 www.gofundme.com/manage/
your-friendly- 
neighborhood-newspapers.

f
Donate to this newspaper’s  

legal fund

Adjusting to the passage of time, I think,  
is a key to success and to life:  

just being able to roll with the punches.
—Dolly Parton
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Outside is fun again.

Mosquito Joe  
of Chicago North

Eco Friendly

Mosquito, Tick &  
Perimeter Pest Control

Locally Owned

847-773-1990  |  Treating Lake & Cook Counties

chicagonorth.mosquitojoe.com

®

Funeral Home & Cremation Options
A Home to Mourn, Gather and Remember

3918 W. Irving Park Road 
Chicago, IL 60618

MIDTOWN

773-654-3744

WWW.MIDTOWNFUNERALS.COM

greg@midtownfunerals.com
Gregory J. Lindeman

Founder/Director

Stephen Waiter Gallery will be hosting a 
discussion with photographer Clarissa Bo-
net, 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Friday, September 4  at 
the gallery, 230 W. Superior St.

The event is free and open to the public 
with a RSVP, visit www.stephendaitergal-
lery.com. 

Bonet will discuss her work, creative 
process, and the ideas and influences that 
shape her photographic practice. Following 
the talk, guests are invited to continue the 
conversation and enjoy the reception.

Bonet is a Chicago-based artist whose 
work explores the built environment in 
both a physical and psychological context. 
Her photographs have been exhibited at the 

Photo by Clarissa Bonet

Artist talk Sept. 4 with famous photographer
Museum of Contemporary Photography, 
Bauhaus Archive in Berlin, and the Smith-
sonian National Portrait Gallery among 
others, and published in The Guardian, 
The Wall Street Journal, Chicago Maga-
zine, and Harper’s Bazaar.

Her work is held in the permanent col-
lections of the Museum of Contemporary 
Photography, Museum of Fine Arts Hous-
ton, and other institutions.

In 2026, Bonet received an Individual 
Artist Grant from the Chicago Department 
of Cultural Affairs and Special Events and 
was named a finalist in the Hasselblad 
Masters competition.

floors three through five for the data center 
and a new cargo elevator will be added up 
the entire height of the building. A rooftop 
steel platform will be built to hold the 10 
backup generators. To maintain the look of 
the building, repairs to the facade’s terra 
cotta will be made.

The project will now proceed to the per-
mitting process. The developer has already 
received a permit for interior demolition 
and is awaiting the issuance of renovation 
permits for the project. 

Converting an empty office into a data 
center can require a complete overhaul of 
the building’s core physical, electrical, and 
structural infrastructure, as office spaces 
are typically engineered for human occu-
pancy rather than high-density computing 
loads. Data centers require hot/cold aisle 
containment systems to isolate and effi-
ciently exhaust server exhaust air, and will 
use up to 30 to 60 times more power per 
square foot than standard office buildings.

data from p. 1
cated express rail service, we will create 
the best airport transportation experience 
in America – and one of the best in the 
world.”

If the new rail line firm could succeed 
in removing criminals, the mentally ill 
and vagrant elements that the CTA suffers 
from, then their service could experience 
quick growth. Sadly, public officials in Chi-
cago and Cook County have largely aban-
doned criminal enforcement over quality 
of life crimes, or observing and enforcing 
their own long-established policies against 
vagrancy, leaving the CTA and their pas-
sengers to struggle with these societal and 
security concerns. 

The O’Hare Flyer hopes to launch the 
project within the next five years. Support-
ers and investors are now meeting with 
public officials, business, finance, govern-
ment, and community groups hoping to ex-
pand outreach throughout the region.

They claim their partners include top 
engineering, law, accounting, architecture, 

rides from p. 1

urban planning, design, marketing and 
public relations firms.

They claim their new trains would be a 
quiet, pollution-free electric trains running 
on freight rail right-of-way owned by three 
class one railroads: CSX, Canadian Na-
tional [CN] and Union Pacific [UP]. 

They say that the O’Hare Flyer has 
reached agreement on terms in a Letter of 
Intent with CSX and is moving forward 
with the other carriers as well.

As a private endeavor, they say they are 
not seeking taxpayer subsidies that could 
otherwise go to regional transit agencies 
such as the CTA or Metra.

Indeed, a trip out to O’Hare has long 

been dreaded by most North Side residents. 
It is a time- consuming, traffic-jamming, 
expensive experience, that could easily 
consumer an hour or two.

And those who arrived to pick up or drop 
off travelers were at once set-upon by en-
forcement officers charged with keeping 
vehicles moving through the pick up / drop 
off zones, writing tickets and calling in tow 
trucks. 

A quick, safe rail ride free from crime 
and harassment fears, would be a game-
changer, creating a faster, more reliable 
connection between the airport and down-
town, making it easier to do business in 
Chicago and serve as a boost for Chicago’s 
conventions, and tourism industries.

“O’Hare Flyer has found a beautifully 
simple solution to a complicated problem 
and an unrealized ambition of Chicago’s 
as a leading global city. Their high-speed 
rail solution was hiding in plain sight – if 
you’re expert enough and smart enough to 
see it,” said World Business Chicago CEO 
Phil Clement.

For more information, visit www.
ohareflyer.com.

BY CWBCHICAGO

Deral Willis made a splash on this page 
in 2023 when he tried to elude Chicago po-
lice by tossing a machine gun into the Chi-
cago River from the State Street Bridge. 
Unfortunately for him, a Chicago Police 
Marine Unit diver recovered the weapon. 
Willis was ultimately sentenced to four 
years in prison in October, but he was pa-
roled in May.

Now, in a case of déjà vu, the 33-year-old 
is back in custody on a parole violation af-
ter prosecutors say he ran from police with 
a machine gun and tried to get rid of it by 
tossing it into a dumpster, just two blocks 
from the State Street Bridge. At least the 
cops didn’t need dive gear this time.

Shortly after 1 p.m. July 29, a CPD sur-
veillance camera operator alerted patrol 
officers to a suspected drug deal near State 
and Grand in River North. Officers went 
to the area and saw Willis, who matched 
the description provided by the camera 
operator, according to a detention filing. 
The description included a yellow Pikachu 
backpack, the filing said.

When Willis saw the officers, he took 
off running. Police chased him into an al-
ley, where officers saw him throw the Pika-
chu backpack into a dumpster, prosecutors 
said. Officers recovered the backpack and 
arrested Willis in a nearby parking garage, 
according to the filing.

Inside the backpack, prosecutors said, 
officers found a loaded handgun equipped 

with a “Glock switch,” a device that can al-
low a semiautomatic firearm to fire con-
tinuously with a single pull of the trigger. 
Police also obtained surveillance video 
that showed Willis throwing the backpack 
into the dumpster, according to the filing.

The allegations 
come less than three 
months after Wil-
lis was released from 
prison following his 
2023 arrest. In that 
case, Willis tried to 
evade police by throw-
ing a machine gun 
into the Chicago River 

from the State Street Bridge. A CPD ma-
rine unit diver recovered the weapon, and 
Willis was later convicted and sentenced to 
four years in prison.

Prosecutors said Willis has several other 
felony convictions, including aggravated 
battery with a deadly weapon in 2016, 
armed robbery convictions in 2016 and 
2011, and an aggravated robbery convic-
tion in 2011.

Judge Antara Rivera granted prosecu-
tors’ request to detain Willis, and the state 
has revoked his parole. He is currently back 
in the custody of the Illinois Department of 
Corrections, with a new parole date set for 
Oct. 7.

He’s charged with being a felon in pos-
session of a machine gun and possession of 
a firearm by a repeat felon.

Parolee who tossed machine gun  
into river in 2023  

accused of ditching another machine gun  
into River North dumpster
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They claim their new trains 
would be a quiet, pollution-

free electric trains running on 
freight rail right-of-way owned 

by three class one railroads: 
CSX, Canadian National [CN] 

and Union Pacific [UP]. 




