
Grant program which enabled 
them to acquire the scoreboards. 
At the time of their installation, 
these scoreboards were dedicated 
to the memory of the late Brad 
Balson (1965-2013), a longtime 
WPPA coach.

The CPD is responsible for 
more than 8,000 acres of open 
space. This includes 570 parks, 31 
beaches and two conservatories, 
both of which are historical land-
marks. 

While it is able to levy taxes and 
is able to charge fees for its pro-
gramming, in recent years, CPD 
officials have sought additional 
sources of revenue to supplement 
their budget. These include giant 
multi-million-dollar deals like 
Lollapalooza or a small $137,000 
contract with Amazon in which 
parcel boxes were installed in 
neighborhood parks.

A spokesperson for the CPD 
told this newspaper they did not 
consider the installation of the 
scoreboards to be controversial 
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Every day begins  
with an act of courage and hope:  
getting out of bed. 

— Mason Cooley

by CWBChicago

The two-block stretch of State 
St. between Kinzie and Illinois is 
unlike any other in River North. 
The sidewalk, probably older than 
any living Chicagoan, is cracked, 
patched, potholed, and inexplica-
bly dives at a sharp angle toward 
the street.

A liquor store sign, still of-
fering booze and lottery tickets, 
hangs over a storefront that was 
long ago boarded up and closed 
off by a metal gate. But, this be-
ing River North, there’s a cherry 
red Jaguar convertible parked in 
front of it. With a parking ticket.

Poorly lighted at night, this 
700-foot stretch of bar hoppers, 
drug dealers, and random hus-
tlers will leave even veteran city 

Help is NOT on the way 
for State St.

dwellers with the unmistakable 
feeling that they’re being sized 
up.

And it’s been like that for years. 
Local Ald. Brendan Reilly [42nd] 
calls it “The Lawless Zone.”

He says he’s been writing to 
mayors about the problem — Da-
ley, Rahm, and, now, Lightfoot — 
for 14 years.

“The recent shooting incidents, 
fighting and robberies that have 
occurred this week are extremely 
concerning; the violence in the 
Central Business District has got-
ten out of hand,” Reilly warned 
his constituents in his weekly 
newsletter.

“CPD still won’t dedicate foot 
patrols there. Sadly, aldermen 
can only offer advice and re-
quest resources,” he said on Twit-
ter Thursday. “The mayor runs 
CPD.”

The alderman called the area 

Ald. Reilly calls out police:  
‘get this sh*t under control’
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Every day begins 
with an act 
of courage and hope: 
getting out of bed. 

— Mason Cooley

BY FELICIA DECHTER
Heart of the ‘Hood

While the Chicago Park Dis-
trict hustled to re-paint the com-
pletely faded no swimming warn-
ing signs on the pier at Pratt Ave., 
the mother of Miguel Cisneros Jr. 
-- the 19-year-old who drowned 
there on Aug. 22 -- called on 
Mayor Lori Lightfoot to instruct 
the CPD to install life rings, 
signage and safety equipment at 
all of the city’s beaches. 

Maria Diaz wants to insure 
that the unimaginable tragedy 
that happened to her beloved son 
does not happen to another fam-
ily. I truly hope the mayor and 
CPD listen. 

This isn’t just a Rogers Park 
issue, although for a couple of 
years now the alderman, activists 
and residents of my neighbor-
hood have been begging to see 
this happen. This is for people 
-- citywide -- who swim in the 
lake or have lost a person they 
care about to drowning. Each and 
every neighborhood in Chicago 
with a beach or a pier or a break-

water structure needs to properly 
warn its residents, in every way 
possible, not to swim there. 

Residents and community ac-
tivists have tried for years to plead 
with the CPD for signage and life-
saving equipment, including Rog-
ers Park’s new alderman Maria 
Hadden [49th]. 

Last week, exasperated Rogers 

Park neighbors, fed up with CPD 
ignoring the problem, put up a to-
tal of four life rings, all of which 
were confiscated by the CPD for 
not being authorized. 

How crass that the CPD pulled 
this Big Brother power play on 
the very day of Miguel’s funeral.

But the good news is, nearly 
two dozen painted sidewalk signs 
were painted -- or should I say re-
painted -- up and down the pier. 

New signage was installed. 
And that’s all great. It’s a step in 
the right direction. 

But what I’m wondering is, 
who was responsible for the up-
keep of the faded painted side-
walk warnings not to swim off 
the pier that were already in place 
but were not properly maintained 
so they became invisible? They 
haven’t been visible for ages. Had 
they been, perhaps Miguel would 
have seen them and thought twice 
about going for a swim off the 
pier, which was an unfamiliar 
place to the South Sider.  

And who was responsible to 
make sure the lone sign at the 
start of the pier was not covered 
in graffiti? Was anybody minding 
the fort on this pier?  

A step in the right direction, 
covering its tracks, or both?

Hard to know 
Park District’s motives 
for crass move

Nearly two dozen painted warnings 
went up on Sept. 2 on the pier at 
Pratt Avenue and the lake. They 
were painted over existing warn-
ings that had been faded for years 
and were no longer visible. When 
the much-needed no swimming 
deterrents were last refreshed or 
re-painted is one question the Chi-
cago Park District has yet to answer.

BOTH see p. 9

The last march 
for Lincoln Square?

Lincoln Square German-America Fest 
kicks off Sept. 10, see page 3

BY CWBCHICAGO

A 35-year-old man is in critical 
condition after a group of people 
attacked him following an inci-
dent on the plaza in front of Wrig-
ley Field early Sept. 5, according 
to Chicago police. One person is 
in custody, and charges were still 
pending, a police spokesperson 
said, citing preliminary informa-
tion.

The events leading up to the 
man’s injuries were captured by 
Earthcam’s 24-hour Wrigley Field 
video feed around 2:44 a.m.

In the video, a man wearing a 
blue shirt and a backwards base-
ball cap carries a clipboard and 
a shoulder bag while speaking to 
a group of men on the plaza. The 

man walks away, then returns to 
the group.

It is believed that he is the man 
who will eventually be critically 
injured off-camera. According 
to a source, he frequently works 
Wrigleyville and the downtown 
area as a “charity solicitor.”

After he returns to the group, a 
man taking pictures nearby joins 
them, and an altercation appears 
to begin. The man in the blue 
shirt takes off his shoulder bag, 
then throws his clipboard to the 
ground. Tensions escalate, and 
two women who had been posing 
for pictures try to break things 
up.

Eventually, one of the men 

Man beaten, critically injured 
in Wrigleyville

INJURED see p. 12

PHOTOS AND STORY 
BY PETER VON BUOL

In 2017, three bright red base-
ball scoreboards suddenly ap-
peared in Welles Park at the be-
ginning of the baseball season. 
Residents who live near the park 
later contacted this newspaper to 
express concerns that the instal-
lation had not been a part of the 
usual community process. These 
new scoreboards had not been 
discussed at earlier meetings of 
the Welles Park Advisory Coun-
cil; the neighborhood group sanc-
tioned by the Chicago Park Dis-
trict [CPD].

Funding for these scoreboards 
had not come from the CPD. 
These scoreboards are installed 
near the junior, minor, major, and 
senior baseball diamonds and had 
been a gift from the Welles Park 

BY CWBCHICAGO

The two-block stretch of State 
St. between Kinzie and Illinois is 
unlike any other in River North. 
The sidewalk, probably older than 
any living Chicagoan, is cracked, 
patched, potholed, and inexplica-
bly dives at a sharp angle toward 
the street.

A liquor store sign, still 
offering booze and lottery tickets, 
hangs over a storefront that was 
long ago boarded up and closed 
off by a metal gate. But, this be-
ing River North, there’s a cherry 
red Jaguar convertible parked in 
front of it. With a parking ticket.

Poorly lighted at night, this 
700-foot stretch of bar hoppers, 
drug dealers, and random hustlers 
will leave even veteran city dwell-
ers with the unmistakable feeling 
that they’re being sized up.

Help is NOT on the way 
for State St.

Ald. Reilly calls out police: 
‘get this sh*t under control’

And it’s been like that for years. 
Local Ald. Brendan Reilly [42nd] 
calls it “The Lawless Zone.”

He says he’s been writing to 
mayors about the problem — 
Daley, Rahm, and, now, Lightfoot 
— for 14 years.

“The recent shooting incidents, 
fighting and robberies that have 
occurred this week are extremely 
concerning; the violence in the 
Central Business District has got-
ten out of hand,” Reilly warned 
his constituents in his weekly 
newsletter.

“CPD still won’t dedicate foot 
patrols there. Sadly, aldermen 
can only offer advice and re-
quest resources,” he said on Twit-
ter Thursday. “The mayor runs 
CPD.”

The alderman called the area 
“drug and gang hotspots,” noting 
that the stretch of State St. north 
of the Chicago River continues to 

Did Welles Park scoreboards 
pave the way 

for future installation of lights?

Parents’ Assoc. [WPPA], the non-
profit organization which oper-
ates the baseball and softball pro-
grams at the park. The WPPA had 
earlier received a grant from the 
Chicago Cubs Charities Diamond 
Grant program which enabled 
them to acquire the scoreboards. 

At the time of their installation, 
these scoreboards were dedicated 
to the memory of the late Brad 
Balson (1965-2013), a longtime 
WPPA coach.

The CPD is responsible for 

HELP see p. 12SCOREBOARDS see p. 12

Did Welles Park scoreboards  
pave the way for future 

installation of lights?

scoreboards see p. 12

Photos and Story  
by Peter von Buol

In 2017, three bright red base-
ball scoreboards suddenly ap-
peared in Welles Park at the be-
ginning of the baseball season. 
Residents who live near the park 
later contacted this newspaper to 
express concerns that the instal-
lation had not been a part of the 
usual community process. These 
new scoreboards had not been 
discussed at earlier meetings of 
the Welles Park Advisory Coun-
cil; the neighborhood group sanc-
tioned by the Chicago Park Dis-
trict [CPD].

Funding for these scoreboards 
had not come from the CPD. 
These scoreboards are installed 
near the junior, minor, major, and 
senior baseball diamonds and had 
been a gift from the Welles Park 
Parents’ Assoc. [WPPA], the non-
profit organization which oper-
ates the baseball and softball pro-
grams at the park. The WPPA had 
earlier received a grant from the 
Chicago Cubs Charities Diamond 

“drug and gang hotspots,” noting 
that the stretch of State St. north 
of the Chicago River continues 
to go unprotected. The daily vio-

lence in Chicago is now part of 
news reporting in cities across the 
globe, and is suffocating what lit-
tle remains of the once booming 
meeting, convention and tourism 
businesses Chicago enjoyed only 
a few years ago. 

help see p. 12

The last march  
for Lincoln Square?

Lincoln Square German-America Fest  
kicks off Sept. 10, see page 3

“CPD still won’t  
dedicate foot patrols 

there. Sadly, aldermen 
can only offer advice 

and request resources,” 
said Ald. Brendan Reilly 

on Twitter Thursday.  
“The mayor runs CPD.”

In 2017, three bright red baseball scoreboards suddenly appeared in Welles 
Park at the beginning of the baseball season, without the knowledge of the 
local Welles Park Advisory Council.



inside Publications2  • september 8 - september 14, 2021

teorologist Paul Konrad are cel-
ebrating 25 years with the WGN 
Morning News. 

NOT FORGOTTEN: Friends 
in Edgewater held a remembrance 
and memorial for Chelsea Recta-
nus with her family on Saturday, 
with live music, a slide presen-
tation and a virtual hookup for 
those who could not attend. Chel-
sea was the founder and owner of 
Heirloom Books, which friends 

continue to operate 
in her memory. Her 
store is all passion 
with little profits. 
Stop in sometime.

S T E P P E N -
WOLF: Steppen-
wolf Theatre Co. 
is excited to an-
nounce the final 
artists selected for 
its Loft T een Art 
Project. The com-
mission winners 
include five indi-
viduals and two 
groups: Elisabeth  

Cervantes, 18, from Mount 
Greenwood with an oil paint-
ing project. Alyha Khalil,16, of 
Irving Park with an oil painting 
project. Liz Olivarez Lyles, 21, 
from Lakeview with a mixed me-
dia project. Kaleia Maxey, 17, 
from Beverly with a photography/
collage project. Stevia Ndoe, 18, 
from West Ridge/North Park with 
a photography project. Tia and 
Tyra Smith, 20, from Chatham 
with a textile project. And BUILD, 
a violence prevention and youth 
development organization based 
on the West Side, with a group 
artwork, medium TBA.

CSO: The Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra, Riccardo Muti and a 

the aftermath of Dr. King’s 
death. Back then the mayor 
was committed to keeping 
Chicago’s citizens safe. He 
issued his famous clarifica-
tion of police standard pol-
icy. Arsonists attempting to 
set fire to any building will 
be shot and killed. Those 
attempting to loot Chicago 
businesses will be shot and 
maimed. That’s when Chi-
cago’s mayors 
believed all 
citizens had a 
right to be safe 
and free from 
fear of murder. 
Can someone 

explain that to the 
current mayor who 
feels compelled to 
defend and protect 
the perpetrators of 
serious crime? Mur-
der and looting are 
not civil rights, Ms. 
Mayor.

FOREARMED: 
IKRAM, Gold Coast’s Huron St. 
fashion center, namesake of famed 
Chicago legend Ikram Goldman, 
is said to have been under attack 
from looters twice last week but 

thieves were 
thwarted by the 
armed guards 
employed on the 
premises. Effec-
tive.

L O Y O L A : 
Jo Ann Rooney, 
the 24th presi-
dent of Loyola 
Univ. of Chica-
go and the first 
lay president in 
the University’s 
history is leav-
ing her post. She 
will be missed.

S U N N Y 
DAYS ANDY: 

NBC 5 Meteorologist Andy Ava-
los gave his  final forecast, retir-
ing after 33 years. You too, will 
be missed.

WGN NEWS: News anchor 
Robin Baumgarten and me-
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By Thomas J. O’Gorman

September’s arrival means 
farewell to fresh farmstand blue-
berries.

Can I be that addicted? 
No other fruit leaves me with 

such lasting pleasure. All the pies, 
turnovers, compotes and morning 
cereal topping.

The farmers market  version 
has been consistently sweet and 
juicy. Robust in its singular blue-
berry character. Just the thing to 
get through this emotional Chi-
cago summer. The rise in loot-
ing, felony crime and ineffective 
courts raise a dangerous flag for 
the future. Just as we all return to 
facemarks.

It will be harder without the 
pride of Michigan and Maine.

So I look ahead to the Autumn 
with some anxiety, COVID peek-
ing from behind the bushes again. 
And without my weekly delivery. 
They say blueberries are filled 
with antioxidants. Could such 
antioxidants be a calming influ-
ence on me? Could these be what 
makes me feel at peace with the 
present disintegration of Chicago 
political leadership? 

You know, the Chicago she-
nanigans of Mayor Lightfoot, 
President Preckwinkle and States 
Attorney Foxx? 

Now that they have cleared out 
the jails, and made the streets safe 
for looting and pillaging, while 
removing the stern, rational judg-
ments of the courts.

The real disaster of COVID’s 
surge is that it provides an easy 
opportunity to shelter these three 
culprits from public scrutiny. 
They can dismantle Chicago’s ef-
fectiveness and commitment to 
safer neighborhoods without the 

public snooping into their 
reasons or half-brained abil-
ities. 

There’s nobody physically 
around City Hall asking the 
right questions probing why 
the true statistics on crime 
are going unreported. Se-
questered, you could have 
held soccer matches on the 
first floor of City Hall and 
the County Building. 

No one seems to be asking 
why so much detail about 
Chicago’s crime rise goes 
unreported. Someone better 
wake up the Police Super-
intendent. And Col. McCor-
mick.

We all hear those questions 
asked by regular Chicagoans ev-
erywhere. Sipping beers at local 
taverns, they’re asking why so 
many felons never have to go to 
jail. 

We hear it in restaurants across 
the city where workers and pa-
trons alike want to figure out why 
those who commit violent crime 
are always bailed out of their 
crime. Set free for more may-
hem. 

We heard the ushers talking 
about just such fears at the back 
of our churches, mosques or syn-
agogues. 

Such questions are being asked 
in Sox Park and Wrigley Field, 
while people were passing beers 
down to one another.

It was also the only topic of 
conversation at a funeral I attend-
ed before the deceased arrived. 
Animated church chatter. Words 
loaded with fear and exaspera-
tion. 

We hear such fear crystal clear 
in phone calls from our friends 
and family whose raised phone 
voices tell us how seriously they 
took the city’s spiraled decline 
into violence and murder.

I also could hear it in the un-
usual questions visitors were seri-
ously pondering as they ate their 
lunch on the patio at Ralph Lau-
ren Bar & Grill. They were trying 
to wrap their minds around our 
heartbreaking tragedy of leader-

ship here. Hard for them to recon-
cile with conditions in their native 
Belgium. I pointed them in the di-
rection of Gucci and Dior, stores 
heavily hit in the Mag Mile’s lat-
est looting escapade. I told them 
to take a cab there. But warned 
them to stay away. For their own 
well-being.

I’m not sure there’s enough 
fresh blueberries left to keep me 
sane and calm. Just witnessing 
the mayhem of the moment is dif-
ficult to watch. My antioxidant 
level may be high still, but it can’t 
last. Maybe I 
just need a beer, 
some Tufano’s 
clams or some 
RL crab cake.

Or maybe just 
the hope that 
one day foreign 
tourists will 
once again re-
turn. 

And when 
some new faces 
will be at work 
in Chicago’s po-
litical leadership 
offices currently 
held by “Dou-
ble-Double. Toil. 
And Trouble.” Shakespeare knew 
of what he wrote.

CEASE AND DESIST: Chica-
go Mayor Richard J. Daley said 
it best back in 1968 when Ameri-
can cities were burning during 

3000 N. Broadway
Call 773-348-5510 to arrange curbside pick-up

www.barryregentcleaners.com

Perfecting “The Art of Clean” since 1950

Optimized cleaning for each garment.  
We have a complete arsenal  
of three cleaning methods;  
two types of dry-cleaning  
PLUS aqua-cleaning.

blueberries see p. 8

A farewell to berries and foreign tourists

President Jo Ann Rooney.

The farmers market  blueberries have been  
consistently sweet and juicy this year.

Andy Avalos
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ARTISNAL DEEP DISH PIZZA



inside Publications september 8 - september 14, 2021 • 3

by German-American Fest

Friday: 5:00pm to 11:00pm

Saturday: Noon to 11:00pm
Sunday: Noon to 10:00pm

11:00am German Mass & Service

GERMAN COMMEMORATION DAY
Sunday, Oct. 3rd at 2:30pm

St. Benedict’s Church
2215 W. Irving Park Rd, Chicago

For Info: www.GermanDay.com

100TH

ANNIV
ERS

ARY

CELEB
RATI

ON

September 

ADMISSION IS FREE

Good Food, Dancing, Wine, Entertainment and German 
Gemütlichkeit in two large tents at Lincoln & Leland Avenues

Sponsored by:
The United German-American Societies of Greater Chicago through the cooperation of 

Mayor Lori Lightfoot, Ald. Matt Martin and Lincoln Square Chamber of Commerce

55TH ANNUAL STEUBEN PARADE
Saturday, Sept. 11th, 2021

2:00pm Lincoln & Irving Park Road

55TH ANNUAL STEUBEN PARADE
Saturday, Sept. 11th, 2021

2:00pm Lincoln & Irving Park Road

10-11-12, 2021

by Ronald Roenigk

The Lincoln Square German-American 
Day festivities run Sept. 10 through 12 cen-
tered in Lincoln Square, at the corner of 
Lincoln, Leland and Western avenues. 

The festival will offer German hospital-
ity in two large tents every day with three 
bands playing traditional Oktoberfest mu-
sic. 

Now celebrating its 100th year, the Ger-
manfest is one of Chicago’s most popular, 
and long-lasting cultural festivals, annually 
drawing large crowds to the community 
that was founded by European settlers and 
immigrants.

But the fest’s future fate now faces the 
most dire challenge to its survival since 
World War II, due to a rigged real estate 
deal being fronted by Ald. Matt Martin 
[47th].

One of the highlights of Germanfest is 
the annual Von Steuben Parade that steps 
off on Lincoln Ave. 2 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 
11, marching from Irving Park Rd. north to 
Eastwood Ave. That Parade may step off in 
Niles in 2022.

Authentic German food and traditional 
drinks will be served and visitors can ex-
pect much dancing to the lively European 
folk music from German bands, making for 
what Germans call “Gemütlichkeit.” For 
youths, there will also be an amusement 
section of the fest with carnival games.

But for those who have never enjoyed 
the local Gemütlichkeit, you might want 
to put this year’s festivities on the calendar 
as Ald. Martin has threatened its viability 
by offering to give away for free a section 
of the festival grounds it operates on… six 
city-owned lots centered at 4715 N. West-
ern Ave.

The alderman is fronting for the secre-
tive insider real estate deal, and now taking 
heat from his own constituents for offering 
to give it away for free to a Boston-based 
real estate developer - The Community 
Builders [TCB] - so they can build a 51-
unit apartment building on the site. 

The deal was negotiated in secret during 
the summer of 2019, and was leaked to this 
newspaper by a City Hall staffer in Nov. 
2019. In those two years this newspaper has 
identified only a couple dozen people who 
openly support the deal, many whom don’t 
even live in the 47th Ward.

The property was originally taken by the 
city in an eminent domain action in 1975. 
It has been used for nearly 50 years as a 
critical piece of commercial infrastructure, 
as a public parking lot that serves the en-
tire Lincoln Square commercial district. 
The lot is a key component of operating 
the German-American Festival, Maifest 
and Applefest, serving as defacto festival 
grounds. The lot also serves as primary 
customer parking supporting the popular 
Lincoln Square Farmer’s Market.

The transaction appears to be connected 
to City Hall insiders as one of TCB Board 
members - Patrick Nash - is the scion of 
some of the oldest clout in Chicago. And 
now Ald. Martin is providing cover to TCB 
by helping them to gain millions of dollars 
in new wealth courtesy of the taxpayer, and 
by putting at risk a big part of the cultural 
heritage that made the neighborhood so de-
sirable today.  

But perhaps more importantly for Ald. 
Martin’s political future, Nash is the grand-
son of the late Patrick A. Nash, co-founder 
of Chicago’s Kelly-Nash Democratic Ma-
chine. That machine dominated Chicago 
politics and government from 1933-1947 

and became the basis for the political 
machine operated by the late Mayor 
Richard J. Daley. 

Nash, who lives on the North Side, 
served on the city of Chicago’s Dept. 
of Housing Advisory Committee, and 
as a member of the board of commis-
sioners of the Chicago Housing Au-
thority. He is also a past president and 
Chairman of the Affordable Housing 
Investor’s Council. 

Nash once worked for Chase Bank, 
and may now be serving as the syn-
dicator for several of TCB’s develop-
ment projects in Chicago, including 
the Lincoln Square deal. Syndicators ped-
dle secretive Section 42 Affordable Hous-
ing tax credits to wealthy investors. Nash 
is a very influential part of the financial 
network that utilizes Low Income Hous-
ing Tax Credits [LIHTC] to build housing 
projects, over the years working with some 
of the largest investors in the field.

City Hall never posted a Request for 
Proposals for the property in question, 
has never put the site up for sale, and no 

other developers were ever considered for 
the multi-million-dollar gift. The alderman 
refuses to say publicly why an out-of-state 
developer was chosen, and public docu-
ments released by City Hall after Freedom 
Of Information requests came blacked out. 
The alderman and his staff stopped talking 
to this newspaper shortly after we started 
reporting on the plan.

Perhaps fearing the loss of the Ger-
man-American festival, in August, Ald.  
Martin held a private - off the record - meet-

German-America Fest celebrating its centennial year, kick off Sept. 10
One of Chicago’s oldest  
cultural festivals, now threatened 
by rigged real estate deal

The last march for Lincoln Square?
ing with festival organizers, where he 
asked if they could make special con-
siderations and perhaps shift the festi-
val footprint to make way for TCB’s 
apartment building.

But the prominent German clubs 
behind the event recently purchased a 
new clubhouse in suburban Niles, and 
could easily relocate the festival out of 
the Lincoln Square neighborhood, and 
out of the city, should they choose.

Everyone concerned may find out 
soon if the city will end up giving the 
lot away for free to TCB, as the Dept. of 
Housing is expected to issue the final 

round of LIHTC at the end of September. 
Those tax credits, and the potential mil-
lions that may come from additional Tax 
Increment Financing funds would make 
the deal incredibly lucrative for TCB. A 
back of the envelope ciphering shows that 
TCB could expect perhaps a $10 million or 
more payday courtesy of the city, local tax-
payers and nearby commercial businesses 
in the wealth transfer.

For those who have never enjoyed the local Gemütlich-
keit, you might want to put this year’s festivities on the 
calendar as Ald. Martin has threatened its viability.
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Please Call for Assistance

773.472.6300
1458 W. Belmont Ave., Chicago, IL 60657

www.lakeviewfuneralhome.com

When a Life was Lived Well
Create a Service that

“Honors the Life”

“Honoring the Life” est. 1882

Se Habla Espanol and Expanded Facilities and Fully Accessible

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / 24 HOURS A DAY
8 BAY SELF-SERVICE

2 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC
5450 N. DAMEN  (at Rascher)         

BEST KEPT SECRET
SUPER CAR WASH 

The LGBTQ legacy of late Chi-
cago Mayor Harold Washington 
(1922-1987) will be discussed as 
part of a series of events mark-
ing his 100th birthday in 2022. 
This free event will be 6 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 13, at the Center 
on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted St. 

The program will include LG-
BTQ+ advocates who worked for 
Washington, served on his Com-
mittee on Gay and Lesbian Issues 
[COGLI], and those who fought 
for the city’s gay-rights law in the 
1980s. 

Mayor Harold Washington spoke to approximately 6,000 people who  
attended the 18th Annual Gay and Lesbian Pride Parade held in Lincoln 
Park on June 28, 1987.                             Courtesy Chicago Public Library

Centennial event looks  
at Mayor Washington’s LGBTQ+ legacy

Special guest will be state Sen. 
Mike Simmons [7th], discuss-
ing how Washington’s legacy as 
mayor from 1983-87 impacted his 
own trajectory as the first openly 
gay Black man elected to a state 
senate post in U.S. history. 

Tracy Baim, the organizer for 
this event, will speak about cov-
ering Washington for the local 
LGBTQ press. Baim  today is 
president and co-publisher of the 
Chicago Reader newspaper; co-
founder and former publisher of 
Windy City Times. She received 

the 2013 Chicago Headline Club 
Lifetime Achievement Award, 
and was inducted into the Nation-
al Lesbian and Gay Journalists 
Association Hall of Fame. She 
was inducted into the Association 
for Women Journalists-Chicago 
Chapter Hall of Fame in 2018. 
She is also in the Chicago LGBT 
Hall of Fame. She is the author or 
co-author of 13 books, and pro-
ducer of three films.

There will be two panel dis-
cussions. The first will feature 
Washington’s gay and lesbian 
liaison, Peggy Baker, and Ann 
Christophersen, co-founder of 
Women and Children First Books 
in Andersonville, who served on 
COGLI. Human-rights advocate 
Mona Noriega will moderate the 
panel.

The second panel will feature 
three of the four surviving mem-
bers of what was known as the 
“Gang of Four”—activists who 
were among those advocating 
for the city’s gay-rights bill dur-
ing Washington’s administration: 
Laurie Dittman, Rick Garcia and 
Art Johnston. 

The event will be videotaped 
for later airing, in case COVID-
19 restrictions limit audience ca-
pacity.

For tickets visit  https://bit.ly/
Harold-Washington-Legacy.

The most effective warning 
signs would be about the lives and 
deaths of actual people who died/
drowned in Lake Michigan after 
entering at specific sites, posted 
at those sites. 

These signs would include a 
photo of the person, and the text 
would be in the first person. (Peo-
ple are advised to read Edgar Lee 
Masters’ “Spoon River Antholo-
gy”, which uses the same literary 

Drownings, in their own words

“Ubi est mea?” That’s Latin for 
“Where’s mine?”

It was nominated for the Un-
official City Slogan by the late, 
great newspaper columnist Mike 
Royko.

For those of you who did not 
grow up here, Royko was proof 
that one could be independent 
and progressive and not suck up 
to politicians.

Ubi est mea is what I think 
about when I think about marsh-
mallow aldermen. Those who 
suck up and carry water for the 
South Side Irish. 

The South Side Irish have 
been losing political power for a  
while now to the Black, Latino, 
Lesbian and Gay communities 
who have been electing their own 
champions as Mayor, County 
Board President, States Attorney, 
Attorney General, Speaker of the 
House and City Council Finance 
Committee.

But as long as the South Side Irish 
can still feed at the public trough of 
contracts and services they’re OK, 
you know what I mean.

Where’s mine?
City bonds, contracts for public 

school milk and lunches, asphalt 
paving, streetlights and public 
housing. The South Side Irish still 
want the public money. And some 
aldermen will give it to them.

They will tell you in a sing 
song voice that they have no con-
trol over City contracts.

What about the city parking lot 
at 4715 N. Western Ave.? They 
have control over that. Ald. Matt 
Martin [47th] can’t give that park-
ing lot away fast enough, and for 
free!

And who is he giving it to? The 
Community Builders, an out-of-
state developer who cheers on the 
Bruins, Celtics, Patriots and Red 
Sox, and has Chicagoan Patrick 
Nash on their Board of Direc-
tors.

Nash is the grandson of the 
Kelly-Nash Machine. The cor-
rupt machine before the corrupt 
Daley I Machine.

Besides a $6 million parking 
lot for free, what else will the 
South Side Irish get for free? Oh 
ya, they also got a 20-story down-

Letters to the Editor

town high-rise for free at Van 
Buren St. and Plymouth Ct. How 
could we forget?

Toss in some Tax Increment Fi-
nancing funds, Federal tax cred-
its, Cook County Housing funds, 
Chicago Dept. of Housing grants 
and step up to the feeding trough 
for taxpayer money. They’ll make 
millions.

And what are the South Side 
Irish promising Ald. Martin for 
all this government largesse? 

Well, we don’t know, do we? 
Ald. Martin blocked out and re-
dacted everything in the FOIA re-
sponse from the media. No open 
bidding, no requests for propos-
als, no cash down, take it away 
today for free.

Like Kelly-Nash, Daley I, Da-
ley II, Rahmmy 1%, Rosty, Bla-
go, Keane, Burke, and Madigan, 
maybe Martin has been listening 
and learning, “Cut me in or cut it 
out.”

Michael Sullivan
Avondale

device to have people speak to us 
from beyond the grave.) 

They would tell readers a little 
bit about the life and likes of the 
victim, so that the readers might 
think, “That could have been me.” 
They would include whether the 
person could swim or not, and ex-
actly how and when he entered the 
water and what caused his death. 

Such signs would be created 
in cooperation with the victims’ 

loved ones. I think most people 
are more likely to accept life-
saving warnings from people 
they can identify with, than from 
authority figures, even though the 
warning from authorities is based 
on the tragic experiences of many 
people.

Jean SmilingCoyote
West Ridge

Starting Thursday Sept. 9, 
Uptown United is bringing 
weekly live outdoor entertain-
ment to Argyle St. featuring 
musical, cultural, and youth 
performances, that will shut 
down the street to automobile 
traffic. 

The street will be shut down 
from Kenmore to Sheridan to 
allow for outdoor dining (and 
dancing if the mood strikes 
you) while enjoying live music.

Argyle St. to be shut down  
for cultural events

Guests will be encouraged to 
support Uptown’s local restau-
rants by either dining alfresco 
at the restaurants along Argyle, 
or by ordering take-out from 
nearby restaurants to bring with 
them to the event. 

Guests are being welcomed 
in bringing their own portable 
chairs and tables to set up in the 
street, or take advantage of a 
limited number of seats set-up 
for the event.

OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor

Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer   10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place  

(Nursery through 5th Grade)
Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer 

7:30 pm Bible Study

Open Arms United 
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

817 Grace St.   773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING

OAUWCChicago.org
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by SHEILA SWANN

Metra bridges on the North Side are about 
to get a major $262 million overhaul.

Metra will hold a virtual public meeting 
on Sept. 9 to introduce the next phase of 
its project to replace 120-year-old bridges 
along the Union Pacific North Line on the 
North Side of Chicago. This phase includes 
the replacement of 11 bridges and retain-
ing walls as required between Fullerton 
and Addison.

The Metra UP North Rebuild: Fullerton 
to Addison Project is currently in the de-
sign and planning stage with construction 
expected to begin in 2023 and completion 
expected in 2027.

The bridges being targeted are 120 years 
old. Along with the adjacent retaining 
walls, these bridges have surpassed their 
functional lifespan and can no longer be 
economically repaired and maintained.

Metra operated 70 revenue trains each 

Metra to hold virtual meeting  
Sept. 9 on UP North $262M bridge project

Rehab of 11 bridges planned weekday on the UP-N Line with average 
weekday ridership of 34,600 passengers. 
The line runs all the way north to Kenosha, 
WI.

The total estimated cost of the project 
is $262.3 million and has been included in 
Metra’s Capital Program for the past three 
years. Funds totaling $161.2 million are 
currently allocated, including $6 million 
from federal sources and $156.1 million 
from Rebuild Illinois bond funds. Metra 
continues to pursue additional project 
funding.

“These bridges have surpassed their 
functional lifespan and can no longer be 
economically repaired and maintained,” 
said Metra CEO/Executive Director Jim 
Derwinski. “The Metra UP North Rebuild 
Project will modernize the existing infra-
structure, reduce maintenance needs and 
operating costs, and improve the customer 
experience with increased reliability and 
resiliency. This project will benefit Metra 

SEPTEMBER 11-12

16th Annual Live music on two stages each day

100+ ARTISTS • CULINARY TREATS 

 • LANDSCAPE OASIS • LOCAL MUSIC • 

•  FAMILY ACTIVITIES • 

•  STREET PERFORMERS •
To learn more or view the artists 
please visit lakevieweast.com!

Main Stage 
11:15 AM .........Katherine Andrick
12:30 PM .........JDR and The Broadcast
2:00 PM ...........Rachel Drew
3:30 PM ...........Nora Jean Bruso
5:00 PM ...........Sunshine Boys
6:30 PM ...........Expo ‘76
9:00 PM ...........Hoyle Brothers

Garden Stage 
11:00 AM .........Barry Winograd Trio
12:00 PM .........Arcadia
1:15 PM ...........Gerry Hundt
2:30 PM ...........Kerosene Stars
4:00 PM ...........Andrew Fraker
5:30 PM ...........Quarantinis

Main Stage 
11:30 AM .........Spare Parts
1:00 PM ...........Naomi Ashley
2:30 PM ...........Nelson Street Revival
4:00 PM ...........Hemispheres
6:00 PM ...........Amanda Coppetelli

Garden Stage 
11:00 AM .........Steve Hashimoto Duo
12:15 PM .........Dave Lysien
1:30 PM ...........Girl Named Nino
3:00 PM ...........Jared Rabin
4:30 PM ...........Decoy Prayer Meeting
6:00 PM ...........Nathan Graham

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 

Belmont to Hawthorne on Broadway
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bridge see p. 7

by Patrick Butler

Reportedly for the first time 
by the Chicago Transit Authority, 
the construction teams working 
along the Red and Purple Line re-
build will be using a giant gantry 
during the major reconstruction 
along the North -South lakefront 
train lines scheduled to begin this 
month.

The gantry moves large sections 
of new track, rails and materials 
along a giant rail into position for 
placement. It is expected to able 
to do the work more quickly and 
efficiently, “with less impact on 
the community,” according to the 
CTA.

The renovation program will 

Giant gantry to be used in RPM track reconstruction

completely rebuild the line be-
tween the Lawrence, Argyle, 
Berwyn, and Bryn Mawr stations, 

and the tracks between them. The 
CTA plans to move the stations 
slightly from their current sites.

CTA officials closed the sta-
tions this spring and hope to re-
open the renovated stations by the 
end of 2024.  

They added, however, that 
some future property acquisition 
will undoubtedly involve some 
nearby sites.  

“Following construction, we 
will solicit properties for new 
retail and residential develop-
ments,” a CTA official said, add-
ing the sites would be for meeting 
a hoped-for growing demand for 
Transit Oriented Developments 
near the Red Line. City planners 
hope the now mostly empty CTA 
buses and trains will have a re-
birth, undergoing greater popu-
larly than they have had since the 

pandemic and growing criminal 
activity chased away many public 
transportation users in the past 
two years.

So will the CTA help support 
nearby businesses? So far the 
CTA has done very little promo-
tion and advertising for the be-
leaguered businesses. Officials 
have already done a few small 
things like start online newslet-
ters and hang “open for business” 
banners at several locations along 
the line. But it may take more ef-
fort, money and marketing to try 
and attract customers back to the 
restaurants, entertainment, and 
businesses still operating nearby 
during the work.

gantry see p. 7

A gantry, like the one pictured above, is a movable construction platform, 
boom and crane that moves heavy sections of new track, rails and materi-
als along a giant rail into position for assembly.
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Police 
Beat

Man drives into CPD station  
parking lot to escape  
a running gun battle,  
gets ticketed

A shoot-out between the oc-
cupants of two vehicles directly in 
front of a North Side police station 
ended badly for a third driver who 
tried to escape the gunfire by pull-
ing into the 18th District station’s 
parking lot. Not only did his car get 
shot, but cops gave him four tickets 
after he ran into their paddy wagon.

Officers working at the Near North 
District station, 1160 N. Larrabee, re-
ported hearing shots fired around 
12:44 a.m. Sept. 1. They quickly lo-
cated a 27-year-old Old Town man 
who was in the station parking lot 
with his conversion van. 

The man told police he pulled 
into their parking lot to get away 
from the gunfire that was being ex-
changed between a green Dodge 
Charger and a black Dodge Durango 
as they drove in front of the station. 
As he entered the police station lot, 
he collided with a parked CPD pris-
oner transport truck, according to a 
CPD report. His van was also struck 
by gunfire, the report said.

Police surveillance cameras 
showed the Durango and Charger 
were actually chasing after the con-
version van, according to the report. 
Neither the van’s driver nor his 34-
year-old female passenger was in-
jured.

According to police records, of-
ficers ticketed the man for driving 
at an unsafe speed, failure to have 
a driver’s license, failure to have in-
surance, and failure to have a valid 
registration.

No one is in custody for firing the 
guns.

Lyft driver  
who sexually assaulted woman 
gets 66-month sentence

A Chicago man has been sen-
tenced to 66 months for sexually 
assaulting a woman who fell asleep 
in the back seat of his car while he 
worked as a Lyft driver in Dec. 2018, 
according to court records.

Rimon Kazzoo, 38, pleaded guilty 
to one count of aggravated criminal 
sexual assault by force in exchange 
for the sentence. Judge Thomas 
Hennelly handed down the sen-
tence and gave him 387 days credit 
for time spent in jail before trial.

The alleged attack occurred after 
the 26-year-old victim and a friend 
left a bar on the 1500 block of N. 
Wells in Old Town on Dec. 5, 2018. 
The friend summoned separate Lyft 
rides for herself and her friend, who 
was picked up by Kazzoo, Assistant 
State’s Attorney James Murphy said 
during a bond court hearing last 
year.

The victim told police that she 
fell asleep in the back seat as the 
car neared 31st Street and Went-

worth. Her next memory is waking up 
while Kazzoo sexually assaulted her in 
the back seat of his car around 11:05 
p.m., according to Murphy and CPD 
records.

She escaped from the car after 
striking Kazzoo and scratching his 
neck, Murphy said. Outside the ve-
hicle, the woman realized that she 
was across the street from her home, 
and her pants had been pulled down 
around her ankles.

Murphy said the woman took 
swabs of her own fingernails because 
she knew she scratched the offender. 
Kazzoo reportedly dropped off the 
woman’s phone, which she left in his 
car, at a Lyft operations office.

His DNA was 
found in the 
victim’s private 
areas and on 
the clothing 
she wore on 
the night of the 
alleged attack, 
according to 
Murphy. When 
police arrested 

Kazzoo on Wednesday, he denied 
ever touching the victim sexually.

“Safety is fundamental to Lyft, and 
what the rider described is unaccept-
able,” a spokesperson for the com-
pany said Sept. 2. “We responded 
immediately, banning this driver from 
the Lyft community and working with 
law enforcement. We have also been 
in contact with the rider to offer sup-
port.”

Kazzoo is scheduled to be paroled 
on Jan. 17, 2025.

Paroled home invader  
is accused of committing murder 
while authorities  
let his gun and drug case drift

The Lakeview man who allegedly 
ran over three people Aug. 29 with 
his SUV while on probation for killing 
a 93-year-old Edgewater woman with 
the same vehicle in 2018 was released 
from police custody on a recogni-
zance band and told to show up in 
court in October.

Rayon Allen was charged with 
three counts of leaving the scene of 
an accident, driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol, and driving under 
the influence of an intoxicating com-
pound, which are all misdemeanors, 
in connection with the crash, a CPD 
spokesperson said. He was also cited 
for failure to reduce speed and failure 
to stay in his lane.

Allen left the police station on his 
own recognizance even though alleg-
edly running over three people would 
seem to violate the probation he re-
ceived on a reckless homicide charge 
for killing Lorraine Campione with the 
same BMW X5.

Over the last year we’ve done some 
coverage of people charged with 
committing serious crimes in Chicago 
while on bail for other serious crimes.

Now a different situation has been 
popping up more often than we re-
member: a seeming lack of urgency 
on the part of judges and prosecutors 
to address serious allegations against 
people like Allen, still endangering 
innocent people’s lives after he was 
given probation for killing Campione 
with the same car.

The judge in the 2018 reckless ho-
micide case should be reconsidering 
Allen’s probation in light of the new 
and remarkably similar allegations. 
But, instead, Allen was slapped with 
misdemeanor charges and sent home 
on a recognizance bond. His next 
court date is set for October.

Campione was walking in the 5500 
block of N. Sheridan Rd. around 11:20 
a.m. Sept. 24, 2018, when two drivers 
yielded to allow her to cross a drive-
way. But Allen made an improper left 
turn in his SUV, overtook a vehicle on 
the left, and hit Campione.

Allen continued to drive forward 

after striking her, which caused Cam-
pione’s body to become wedged un-
der the front driver’s side tire. Accord-
ing to witnesses, Allen got out of his 
SUV and tried to remove Campione by 
pulling on her leg. When that failed, 
he allegedly tried to take other motor-
ists’ cars. That also failed.

Then there’s Emonte Morgan. He 
was on probation for robbery when 
he allegedly struck a pedestrian 
downtown and fled the scene in April. 
He was arrested and, like Allen, was 

sent home on 
a recognizance 
bond for mis-
d e m e a n o r 
charges.

Four months 
later, a judge 
still hadn’t re-
viewed his pro-
bation status 
and, on Aug. 7, 

Morgan shot and killed Chicago Po-
lice Officer Ella French, according to 
prosecutors. He also allegedly shot 
French’s partner, who suffered life-
altering injuries.

But the most inexplicable case may 
involve 25-year-old Justin Cortes, a 
three-time convicted felon and ad-
mitted Latin King gang member who 
is on parole for home invasion, ac-
cording to police and court records.

A grand jury indicted Cortes on 
multiple felonies in June, including 
Class X armed violence, Class X armed 
habitual criminal, and multiple gun 
felonies, but authorities never tried to 
arrest him. When the case first came 
up in court during a Zoom hearing in 
July, the judge continued the matter 
until August, court records show.

Cortes allegedly decided to pass 
the time by killing a man.

So, how did this seemingly avoid-
able cluster unfold? It all started in 
June of last year. An Illinois Dept. of 
Corrections officer and Chicago police 
went to his home for a parole check. 
They found $1,800 worth of pot, six 
individually-packaged ecstasy pills, a 
loaded and defaced handgun, ammu-
nition, and $900 cash, according to an 
arrest report filed by CPD.

Prosecutors charged him with 
unlawful use of a weapon by a felon 
and possession of a defaced serial 
number, among other things. State 
authorities sent him back to prison 
for violating his parole by having pro-

hibited items in his home. And in Aug. 
2020, prosecutors dropped all of the 
charges stemming from the parole 
check, court records show.

On Oct. 22, authorities released 
him from prison again. Not much hap-
pened until June 21 of this year when 
prosecutors asked a grand jury to ap-
prove charges for the gun and drugs 
that were allegedly found in Cortes’ 
home nearly a year prior — the charg-
es that prosecutors dropped when 
Cortes went back to prison.

The grand jury obliged, returning 
a true bill for Class X armed habitual 
criminal and Class X armed violence 
— two of the state’s most serious 
criminal violations other than murder. 
They also charged him with being a 
felon in possession of a firearm while 
on parole, possession of a defaced 
firearm, and other counts.

The new case was assigned to 
Judge Thomas Byrne. He held a hear-
ing via Zoom on July 8, during which 
he scheduled another hearing for 
Aug. 18.

Cortes didn’t show up for that court 
date because he was busy being ar-
rested for murder instead.
A killing

Around 9 p.m. on Aug. 6, Angel 
Figueroa was riding in the front pas-
senger seat of a van with his girlfriend 
in the driver’s seat and his daughter in 
the back seat. As they headed down 
the 3400 block of W. Division, Cor-
tes pulled up next to them in a silver 
Santa Fe and fired one shot, Assistant 
State’s Attorney James Murphy said.

Figueroa’s girlfriend heard the shot, 
saw the Santa Fe speed away, and 
then realized Figueroa was slumped 
over in his seat. He died from a single 
gunshot wound to his face.

Investigators used a series of pri-
vate and public surveillance cameras 
to track the Santa Fe and identify 
Cortes as the driver based on, among 
other things, his face tattoos and jew-
elry, Murphy said.

Police arrested Cortes on Aug. 18 
— the same day he was supposed to 
appear in court on the grand jury’s 
charges. The next day, Judge Susana 
Ortiz ordered him held without bail 
for first-degree murder.

Cortes doesn’t qualify for our grow-
ing list of people who’ve been ac-
cused of committing heinous crimes 
in Chicago while on bail for a felony 
because the judge never got around 

to actually setting bail. So, he’ll have 
to settle for a dishonorable men-
tion.

Four teens charged  
with attempted robbery  
near Loyola’s Water Tower 
campus

Four juveniles face felony charges 
after they tried to rob an 18-year-old 
man near Loyola University’s Water 
Tower campus Aug. 31, according to 
Chicago police.

The boys, ages 14, 15, 16, and 17, 
tried to rob the victim at State and 
Pearson shortly before 9 a.m., po-
lice said.

A Loyola Univ. police officer ap-
parently came upon the robbery 
and arrested one of the offenders 
on the first block of E. Pearson. Chi-
cago police officers who responded 
to an “officer in distress” call arrest-
ed three more, according to initial 
information.

It is not clear if the victim is affili-
ated with Loyola. However, the area 
is home to the school’s downtown 
campus, and the teens were arrest-
ed outside a building that houses 
the Loyola student newspaper, 
among other offices.

Loyola’s campus safety office had 
not posted any information about 
the incident to its information page 
as of Tuesday evening. No further 
information was available about the 
teens because they are juveniles. 
They are each charged with one 
count of attempted robbery.

Woman shot man  
outside River North bar  
following intense provocation

A woman 
shot a man 
on a River 
North street 
corner, then 
f o l l o w e d 
him for two 
blocks and 
shot him 
again at 
point-blank 

range as bystanders tried to help 
him outside a bustling tavern, pros-
ecutors said Aug. 31.

Judge John Lyke ordered Maria 
Gomez held without bail after her 
defense attorney said she acted out 
of “intense provocation.”

CPD surveillance video shows 
a woman wearing a leopard print 
dress firing a gun at 455 N. LaSalle 
10:21 p.m. Aug. 29, shortly before 
the 32-year-old victim walked up 
to a group of people outside Boss 
Bar, 420 N. Clark, and said he’d been 
shot in the neck, Assistant State’s 
Attorney Darryl Auguste said.

As three bystanders treated the 
bleeding man’s injury, a woman in 
a leopard print dress walked up and 
shot the victim again at point-blank 
range in his back. Once again, the 
shooting was captured by surveil-
lance cameras.

Police responded to the sound 
of gunfire, and witnesses directed 
them to Gomez, who was wearing 
a leopard print dress and flip-flops 
about a block away on Kinzie St., 
Auguste said. Cops allegedly found 
a loaded handgun in her purse. One 
shell casing was found outside the 
bar, and five more were found on 
LaSalle St.

Auguste said the second bullet 
entered the victim’s back, lacer-
ated his liver, and exited through 
his abdomen. The man underwent 
surgery.

Gomez is charged with attempt-
ed first-degree murder and ag-
gravated battery by discharging a 
firearm.

Auguste said she was convicted 
of misdemeanor battery in 2015 af-

police beat see p. 10

A 33-year-old Wheeling man is the 
first person to be charged with the 
brutal beating and robbery of two 
men in the middle of State St. Aug. 28, 
police said. Investigators continue to 
search for at least two more suspects, 
according to a source.

The beating and robbery on the 
400 block of N. State was captured on 
video as it unfolded around 1:31 a.m.

Police said Brandon Jefferson par-
ticipated in the attack and stole one 
of the victim’s cars. He’s charged 
with two felony counts of robbery, 
two felony counts of aggravated bat-
tery causing great bodily harm, and 
receiving-possessing a stolen motor 
vehicle.

Officers arrested Jefferson on Aug. 
30 in the Robert Taylor Homes neigh-
borhood.

Prosecutors charge man in brutal State St. attack
A shirtless man in a baseball hat 

who resembles Jefferson is seen 
throughout the four-minute video. 
That person batters the two victims 
and goes through their pockets as 
they lie in the street. At one point, the 
individual double-teams one of the 
victims, repeatedly punching the vic-
tim in the head with both fists as an 
accomplice holds the victim in place 
on the pavement.

The allegedly stolen car apparently 
belongs to a 40-year-old man who 
slammed to the pavement after an-
other attacker sucker-punched him in 
the head.

Court records show Jefferson re-
ceived a seven-year sentence for 
committing an armed robbery with a 
handgun on the CTA Red Line at Ar-
gyle in April 2012.

Brandon Jefferson participated in the Aug. 28 State St. attack and stole one of 
the victim’s cars.

Justin Cortes

Rimon Kazzoo

Maria Gomez

FREE VACUUMING
3218 W. Irving 
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It was a beautiful, warm May night, per-
fect to be a spectator at the over-60-year-
old 16-inch softball league under the lights 

at the community 
park in northwest 
suburban Elk Grove 
Village.

Keith Dickens, 67, 
one of this writer’s 
softball buddies—a 
future Hall-of-Fame 
player who once 
starred on “Vintage 
Risk”—got three 
hits and his team 

won big.
After the game, two other Vintage Risk 

old timers, John Clausen, 77, and Dean 
Karouzos, 74, masked-up and joined me at 
the nearby Coach’s Corner saloon for pizza 
and a few libations to celebrate the victory.

Passing through a “Park Safety Zone” 
near Merrimac Park at 6226 W. Irving 
Park Rd. at 9:54 p.m. on the way back to 
Old Town, this senior-citizen driver was 
corralled by Mayor Lori Lightfoot’s “Auto-
mated Speed Enforcement” network.

On July 18, a $35 speeding ticket for go-
ing a mere six miles over the 30-miles-per-
hour limit arrived in the mail. The ticket, 
supported by three, dark and out-of- focus 
speed camera photos, issued the following 
terse announcement:

“These recorded images are evidence of 
a violation of a speed restriction. The ve-
hicle identified above bears a license plate 
registered or leased in your name. You must 
pay or contest by Aug. 15, 2021.”

An automated-money grab?
In the first two months of Mayor Light-

foot’s automated-money grab, some 162 
speed cameras, including 69 in “safety 
zones” within an eighth of a mile of a Chi-

cago school or park, issued 322,447 of the 
$35 tickets, which will bring in $11.3 mil-
lion to city coffers if the violators pay all 
the fines, reported the Chicago Tribune.

That’s nearly a whopping 17-fold in-
crease over tickets issued in those same 
months in 2019, when the city was issuing 
$35 citations for going exactly 10 mph over 
the limit, and 19,480 such tickets were is-
sued. Drivers caught on camera at higher 
speeds receive $100 tickets.

If the mayor keeps issuing speed camera 
tickets at the same rate, up to 1.6 million 
citations will be issued in 2021, pumping 
$56.4 million into city coffers. That dough 
will fill a nice hole in the city’s $733 mil-
lion budget shortfall, even though they’re 
really supposed to be splitting the fee with 

Chicago speed traps  
near quiet parks, not the Dan Ryan

The Home Front 
By Don DeBat

Cook County. (When you agree to pay up 
early to a city “administrator,” with no ‘of-
ficial’ court hearing, you have essentially 
agreed to bribe the city to not inform Cook 
County Courts about your law-breaking.)

On the positive side, the money may 
eventually benefit thousands of tax-weary 
Chicago homeowners who expect to be 
slapped with huge real estate tax increases 
next summer.

Mayor Rahm Emanuel created the speed 
camera program in 2013, after the Illinois 
Legislature gave him power to install up to 
300 of them. The over $2 million in bribes 
City Hall staffers accepted helped move 
the installation along quickly. However, 
Emanuel ordered the city to set the cam-
eras to cite cars speeding exactly at 10 mph 
over the limit—not six miles.

Senior citizens on a fixed income and 
young people who are scratching to pay 
apartment rents say the mayor is trying to 
balance her broken budget on the backs of 
struggling Chicagoans.

Dan Ryan Speedway? 
While the city of Chicago is cracking 

down on law-abiding drivers who happen 
to go six miles over the speed limit, appar-
ently the city and state police are ignoring 
drivers on the Dan Ryan and Eisenhower 
expressways who exceed the 55-mph speed 
limit by more than 50 mph.

Based on the $35 fine for speeding six 
miles over the limit, 50 mph over the limit 
should net these speeders a fine of $300—
not to mention the fines for reckless driv-
ing.

While returning from out of town one 
night around 8 p.m., this writer witnessed 
speeding on the Dan Ryan resembling the 
Indianapolis 500 race. Dozens of souped-
up “muscle cars” with tinted windows were 
drag racing by at 100-plus miles per hour, 
while normal drivers were barely doing 50 
mph and nervously clutching their steering 
wheels with white knuckles. Motorcyclists 

MARIA PAPPAS
C O O K  C O U N T Y  T R E A S U R E R

See if your property is on the Tax Sale List  

Make sure you’re not missing out on
$46 million in available exemptions

Search $76 million in available refunds 

Enter your street address:

On July 18, a $35 speeding ticket for going 
a mere six miles over the 30-miles-per-hour 
limit arrived in the mail. 

are famous for this behavior too.
Apparently, the city and state police are 

so under-manned they can’t deal with the 
rogue gang-banger speeders. Assuming 
there are a cluster of five gang-banger cars 
- or 30 bikes - each occupied by four gang 
members speeding at 100 mph, it would 
take a large posse of police cars occupied 
by two officers each to pull over and stop 
the reckless offenders. And then hope and 
pray to not get shot. 

Conclusion: There simply is no speed 
limit on Chicago’s expressways because 
they are ruled by armed gang bangers and 
the police are afraid to confront them be-
cause they deal in hot lead.

Fact: There have been 159 expressway 
shootings in the first eight months of 2021, 
more than double the same period in 2019.

Finally, the state of Illinois recently allo-
cated $12.5 million for installation of 300 
high-resolution speed cameras on express-
ways across Chicago and Cook County to 
provide “crystal clear” license-plate pho-
tos. The camera installation started in late 
August.

Two problems with this unfocused plan. 
The $12.5 million budget is a drop in the 
bucket to stop rampant speeding and gun 
play. And, many of the speeding shooters 
are driving stolen cars, so what crimes are 
we solving?

Apparently, there’s a new sheriff in town: 
the gangs.

For more housing news, visit www.don-
debat.biz. Don DeBat is co-author of “Es-
caping Condo Jail,” the ultimate survival 
guide for condominium living. Visit www.
escapingcondojail.com.

The city and state police are ignoring drivers on the Dan Ryan and Eisenhower expressways 
who exceed the 55-mph speed limit by more than 50 mph.

If the mayor keeps issuing 
speed camera tickets  

at the same rate,  
up to 1.6 million citations  

will be issued in 2021, pumping 
$56.4 million into city coffers. 

riders for decades.”
To introduce the project to adjacent com-

munities, Metra will be holding a virtual 
public meeting 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 9.  Meeting attendees will hear about 
Metra plans to modernize the bridges and 
track structures and learn additional details 
about the project’s timeline and benefits.

To register for the meeting visit https://
zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xCr3UK-
P5QnO6ATigkFUuNA.

For more information about Metra UP 
North Rebuild, visit https://metra.com/UP-
Nrebuild.

The project will improve energy effi-
ciency, reducing oil and diesel fuel depen-
dence and improving air quality, because 
it will result in fewer service delays and a 
greater ability to maintain consistent loco-
motive speeds.

Additional project elements include 
shifting the tracks west within the exist-
ing railroad right-of-way to align with the 
tracks north and south of the project area; 

reconstructing underpasses with increased 
lighting and ADA accessible travel paths; 
lowering of Roscoe and Cornelia streets 
to maintain current clearance under the 
UP North Line and the CTA Brown Line; 
refurbishing and painting of the existing 
Lincoln/Addison bridge; and some utility 
work along the project corridor.

The project will be constructed in two 
phases to maintain all rail operations and 
reduce impacts to pedestrian, bicycle, and 
automobile traffic. There will be some 
street and sidewalk closures throughout the 
project and the community will be notified 
beforehand. Additionally, property owners 
with backyards, gardens, or other property 
adjacent to the railroad may be impacted 
by the construction. Metra will be conduct-
ing outreach and coordination with these 
property owners.

In the first phase of the project, bridges 
over 11 streets from Grace to Balmoral 
were replaced. The reconstruction of the 
Ravenswood Station, which should be 
complete next year, was also part of that 
phase which cost $166 million.

bridge from p. 5

Agreeing that the big construction proj-
ect has become a major inhibitor to con-
ducting business, and something of an in-
convenience, the work is needed to be done 
– and soon. Both the Red and Purple lines 
were built nearly a century ago, the CTA 
said. 

The “dramatic improvements,” the CTA 

promised for down the road, will include 
eliminating the columns under the streets, 
a longtime annoyance to many motorists 
and even pedestrians.

Neighbors will be able to conclude for 
themselves at a virtual public meeting 6 
p.m. Sept. 22. For details, write to RPM@
transitchicago.com.

gantry from p. 5

Subscribe online for only $20 per year  
at insideonline.com
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thrilling array of musical artists 
make a soul-stirring return to the 
Symphony Center stage for the 
Fall season. Come celebrate the 
sound of our city and feel the ex-
hilaration of live music again.

HOLY TRINITY: Architect 
Louis Sullivan’s famed Holy 
Trinity Russian Orthodox Cathe-
dral with ruby chandelier, a gift 
from young Tzar Nicholas II, is 
a fabulous white stucco prairie 
style building with onion domes. 
Near Division and Hoyne Sts. in 
Ukrainian Village. It just received 
its biggest face lift and rehab and 
is nearing its restoration. A secret 
gem.

FAREWELL: Disney is clos-
ing its location on Michigan Ave., 
while expanding its presence at 
Target.

FOODIE ALERT: The word 
is sad. Longtime favorite WTTW 
production, “Check Please,” the 
pride of local PBS initiatives, will 
soon leave the air after almost 20 
years. Great concept getting three 
diners to visit three local restau-
rants and share their evaluation 
of cuisine and service. It was the 
brainchild of the very creative 
David Manilow who really put a 
magnifying glass to local eating 
out. Is this a bad decision on WT-
TW’s part? Sometimes they’re 
not so bright.

THE BOSS: Chicago writer 
Joe Mallon was in the 
audience in New York 
for “Springsteen On 
Broadway,” the  solo 
acoustic performance 
written and performed 
by Bruce Spring-
steen under the lights 
of Broadway. An inti-
mate night with Bruce, 
his guitar, a piano, and 
his stories. Joe went 
wild at the perfor-
mance. Just Bruce. He 
lays it out there. 

LUNCHING: Seen at Gib-
son’s, Linda Heister, a summer 
delight in shapely orange linen… 
Steve Lombardo and Johnny 
Colletta conferring with popu-
lar comedian Tom Dreesen… 
Writer/Poet Jack Shea and wife, 
Anne Shea, of the Friends of the 
Vatican Art Museum, with Father 
Jack Wall… Bondgirl Diane 
O’Connell noshing with  Ingrid 
LoGiudice… Gibson’s Voula 
Tsakalis working hard making 
sure everything hums… Father 
Clete Kiley bumping into old pals 
Arthur and Audrey Murphy.

PARIS2NICE: From Sept. 10 
- 16, Chicago real estate broker 
Ken Dooley will ride just over 
700km over six days. Paris2Nice 
is a unique, non-competitive char-
ity cycle that raises much needed 
funds for charities throughout 
Ireland. Paris2Nice is designed 
to be unlike any other charity 

JANITORIAL
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www.callchoicejanitorial.com
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CARPET CLEANING • POWER WASHING

event.With close to 2,000 train-
ing miles logged over the past 6 
months, he’s ready for this 700km 
challenge. Help him reach this 
goal: https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/ken-dooley-p2n

CONDOLENCES: Sympa-
thies to Christie’s Steve Zick on 
the death of his lovely mother, 

Rita Marie Keleher 
Zick, a woman of 
charm and grace and 
wit, after a long ill-
ness. Came to know 
her in Dublin on an 
Irish Georgian outing 
with Desmond Guin-
ness. She was great 
fun. Prayers and love 
to Steve and his sis-
ter, Diane, brother 
Robert, Uncle Jim 
Keleher, her brother, a 

dear man, the retired Archbishop 
of Kansas City.

BALANOFF FOR JUDGE: 
The Dan Balanoff for judge cam-
paign invites people to join their 
upcoming Trivia Night on 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 15, at Joe’s on 
Weed Street, 940 W. Weed St., 
presented by Kevin Waco, Clem 
Balanoff and Ed Warm.

COLLEGIATE: Ken and 
Mary Claire Scorsone Moll 
at Loyola Marymount Univ. in 
Los Angeles, CA, dropping son 
Charlie off at his new digs… 
Ben and Stacey Mednick getting 
freshman daughter, Anna, up to 
Colgate University in Hamilton, 
NY… Mark and Mary Beth 
Bowman depositing son, Duffy, 
now a Hawkeye, at the Univer-
sity of Iowa… Thad and Emily 
Sachs Wong setting up daughter 
Ella’s dorm room in Washing-
ton DC… Ken and Dana Librot 
Dooley carted their freshman, 

blueberries from p. 2

Badger Boy Ethan, up to the 
stately precincts of the Univ. of 
Wisconsin, Madison… Maura 
Farrell, former honcho at CBS2, 
and freshman son, Paddy Devine, 
up in Milwaukee at Marquette 
Univ., savoring the joys of mov-
ing in  with all the ageless Jesuit 
trimmings, mom’s an alum.

WHO’S WHERE: Honor-
ary Old Town Mayor 
Shelley Howard cen-
ter stage for comic 
routine from come-
dian Tom Dreesen 
who wasn’t really 
strangling his hon-
or… Hector Gustavo 
Cardenas (where you 
been?) and Marius 
Morkvenus dining at 
Ralph Lauren Bar & 
Grill… Marc Joseph 
Sievers is with Cait-
lyn Berube and Ju-
lie Berube in Wells 
Beach, Maine, for 
some cousin time… 
Julia Jacobs with Jennifer Sut-
ton Brieva in Old Town at Topo 
Gigio… Christopher Clinton 
Conway out for an evening stroll 
in Dublin, Ireland, before the pubs 
close, looking forward to the great 
Paris Exhibition, “ParisArt,” Sept. 
9-12… Honey Jacobs Skinner 
and the Skinner Family at the 
Eiteljorg Museum of American 
Indians and Western Art in In-
dianapolis, IN… Jennifer Rieger 
Lane lunching at the Peninsula… 
Richard Robin and son, Jason 
Robin, pondering the golf wis-
dom of Shirley Spork from “Tee 
to Green”… Annie Lawlor cel-
ebrating 12 years as right hand to 
Blues legend Buddy Guy, her first 
job out of college… Peggy Snorf 
hosted Brian White, Jim Kin-

ney and tony friends to a wonder-
ful lobster party at the Fortnightly 
Club of which she was the chair… 
Michael Harring, a 1972 Univ. 
of Illinois grad is Chair of the 
Univ. of Illinois Alumni Assoc. 
and a Chicagoan with a distin-
guished law career… Lunching 
at Le Colonial were Sherry Lea 
Fox, April Schwartz, Sheree 

Schimmer Valu-
kas, Bobbi Panter, 
Sherrill Bodine… 
Jeff and Stephanie 
Leese Emrich get-
ting rejuvenated at 
the Bears’ Train-
ing Camp… Susan 
Mongerson Wun-
derlich having such 
a good time at The 
Festival of the Arts 
in Laguna Beach, 
CA… and dearest 
Cynthia Olson off 
to the magic city on 
the Lido, Venice, for 
a month of art and 

music and lingua Italiano… Ciao 
bella, Signora.

LOVE: @properties’ Thad 
Wong notes six years ago they 
finished their first Love mural 
feeling that Love needed to be 
shared the most. After all that’s 
been accomplished, Love is what 
they are most proud of. He’s 
thrilled Matthew Hoffman has 
agreed to now partner on Love 
with them.

IN CONCERT: LePiano 
proved to be a magical place 
for the song stylings of Chicago 
chanteuse, Barb Bailey. Bossman 
Chad Willets was a lucky man to 
have such elegance unfolding in 
his Rogers Park establishment.

Violence is the last refuge of 
the incompetent. 

— Isaac Asimov

tog515@gmail.com
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Walk the pond 
Sept. 18

The Lincoln Park Conservancy 
will host their annual Walk the 
Pond Festive Parade and Fam-
ily Event at North Pond 10 a.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 18. 

The day begins with a bike 
and stroller ‘parade’ from the 
Pond overlook at the North Pond 
Restaurant south towards the Na-
ture Museum with entertainment 
provided by a singalong perfor-
mance, parade, bubble artists and 
face painters.

After the parade, explore ac-
tivity stations along the eastern 
shore of the North Pond where 
families can learn more about the 
Pond and the plants and animals 
that call it home. 

Kids will earn a small prize for 
visiting at least three activity sta-
tions, including Peggy Notebaert 
Nature Museum, live animal in-
teractions; Chicago Ornithologi-
cal Society interactive bird walks; 
Casting Club of Chicago casting 
lessons for all ages, and Chicago 
Children’s Theatre/Walkie Talkie 
Green Heron radio play.

Conservancy staff will be on-
hand to share news about North 
Pond’s restoration, breaking 
ground this Fall.

Secrets of the Alfred Caldwell 
Lily Pool 

An open house for the Alfred 
Caldwell Lily Pool will be held 
Oct. 16 - 17, to celebrate the 
Conservancy’s 20th anniversary 
of the restoration of the Alfred 
Caldwell Lily Pool, a project that 
earned the site Chicago and Na-
tional Historic Landmark status.

The Lily Pool began 1,000 
years ago when the glaciers re-
treated from Chicago and left 
behind miles of beaches and sand 
dunes, not unlike what visitors 
see at the Indiana Dunes State 
Park. In Lincoln Park, the sandy 
dunes alternated with wet lowland 
swales where poison ivy thrived, 
but little else did well. In one of 
these lowlands, the City built the 
first lily pool in 1889. This was 
an artificially heated, brick-lined 
pool where exotic lilies grew in 
abundance, producing “gorgeous 
blossoms of many hues.” 

Over time, though, the tropical 
lilies proved hard to cultivate and 
the Victorian lily pool fell into 
disrepair.

In 1936, the Works Progress 
Admin. funded improvements to 
Lincoln Park, including a plan to 
redesign the Lily Pool. A young 
landscape draftsman for the 
Chicago Park District, Alfred 
Caldwell, re-conceptualized the 
lily pool as “a sanctuary of the 
native landscape.” His vision for 
the Lily Pool is even more rele-
vant now than it was when he cre-
ated it 85 years ago.

Bruce Springsteen

Buddy Guy
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At 12:15 p.m., on Sept. 2, I 
emailed a few questions to the 
CPD and by Tuesday morning I’d 
still not heard back from them. Be-
sides asking the question of when 
the last time the pier’s signage 
had been refreshed or re-painted, 
I asked the following. Question #1 
is based on a generic statement 
that the CPD released saying they 
were exploring options for “sup-
plemental equipment.”

1. When do you think the park 
district will be making a decision 
on the supplemental equipment? 
And what equipment is it supple-
menting? Are there any lakefront 
beaches or piers that have safety 
equipment already in place?  

2. There was a park district 
employee on the pier painting 
2x2 white squares with red Do 
Not Swim figures on Sept. 2. A 
neighbor asked if that was glow 
in the dark paint because if not, 
the paint won’t be visible once the 
sun goes down and many people 
swim at night. A m I accurate to 
say it’s not glow-in-the-dark? 

Still hoping to get the answers. 
Just an FYI, nine people have died 
in Lake Michigan in Chicago in a 
one year period. With the excep-
tion of one female, the rest were 
young men spanning in age from 
teens to mid-30s. 

On Tuesday evening, a candle-
light vigil was scheduled to be held 
on the pier with several speakers, 
including Miguel’s mother (And 
Miguel’s cousin met with the CPD 
last week to discuss signage). Be 
sure to read next week. 

Miguel was not the first person 
to lose his life in Lake Michigan 
and sadly, he will not be the last. 
But you can rest assured that Rog-
ers Parkers are doing our very 
best to make sure his death was 

not in vain. 
Remembering 9/11… Twenty 

years ago, a former editor of this 
newspaper, Beth Burmahl, took 
one of the last photos of the World 
Trade Center intact. It has be-
come an iconic remembrance of 
the Twin Towers. I caught up with 
Beth to ask how she felt about it 
two decades later. 

“It truly doesn’t feel like any 
time has passed and I think that’s 
because the whole country car-
ries that day with us all the time,” 
said Burmahl, who was my Lern-
er Newspaper editor at the time. 
“Even 20 years later I don’t have 
distance from it… I think that 
black, choppy water and dark sky 
on the 10th perfectly foreshad-
owed the entire next day, I don’t 
think that was an accident…”.

I’m going a little out of the 
’hood here this week, as some 
well-known city folk are involved 
in some suburban happenings, in-
cluding the following 9/11 event. 

Free and open to the public, 
“Eleven,” a concert for remem-
brance and reflection, will be held 
at 3 p.m. Sept. 12 at the Shrine 
of All Saints at Sts. Martha and 
Isaac Jogues Parish, 8523 Geor-
giana Ave. in Morton Grove. 

The show has an amazing line-
up of some of our finest cabaret 
and concert artists, including: 
Cathy Glickman, Carla Gordon 
of Buena Park, David Edelfelt, 
Beckie Menzie of Edgewater (also 
musical director), Gold Coaster 
Tom Michael, Uptown resident 
Kevin Wood, and 3-4 The Road 
& Friends.  

The group will reflect through 
music, stories, and personal 
memories of the 9/11 events on 
its 20th A nniversary.  “We will 
honor those we lost and explore 
how America and our commu-
nity moved on but never forgot,” 
said Gordon, who conceived the 
show, which was first performed 
10 years ago at the Illinois Holo-

caust Museum in Skokie. 
Hair’s to you… After a 2020 

hiatus due to COVID, America’s 
Beauty Show 2021 takes place 
Sept. 11 to 13 at the Donald E. 
Stephens Convention Center in 
Rosemont. 

Karen Gordon, owner of J. Gor-
don Designs in Lincoln Park, is 
president of Cosmetologists Chi-
cago, the nonprofit association 
which represents 18,000 salon 
professionals and which owns and 
produces the show. 

Interesting is that Gordon -- a 
licensed cosmetologist -- is also 
a Certified Trichologist, special-
izing in thinning hair, hair loss 
and scalp disorders with her 
company, Karen Gordon Hair 
Loss Solutions. She also is on the 
board of directors of Intercoiffure 
America/Canada and is a member 
of the World Trichology associa-
tion advisory board. Gordon is a 
sought-after guest speaker and 
teacher and practices trichology 
in Chicago and New York, servic-
ing a global clientele. 

Below, Gordon tells us what’s 
new and also what salon profes-
sionals will be bringing to a sa-
lon near you. She also discusses 
Beauty is Love, a charitable en-
deavor that we thank her and oth-
ers involved for taking on. 

Q: What can people expect this 

both from p. 1 year? Anything new and exciting?
A: There is SO MUCH happen-

ing at this year’s America’s Beauty 
Show. Attendees should especial-
ly be sure to check out the Bar-
ber and Grooming pavilion with 
techniques, education and  com-
petitions; incredible runway pre-
sentations; tons of shopping; and 
more continuing education. And, 
when the show floor shuts down 
- ABS 2021 heads outdoors. We 
invite our attendees to join us Sat-
urday and Sunday nights after the 
show for live outdoor entertain-
ment and events -including fire-
works. A great way to reconnect 
and relax with friends - old and 
new - in a safe and fun, outdoor 
environment.

Q: What sort of COVID-19 
precautions will be taken?

A: We will be in compliance 
with the CDC guidelines and the 
State of Illinois indoor mask man-
date, in requiring that everyone, 
regardless of vaccination status, 
mask while indoors. Additionally, 
this year’s show will feature con-
tactless registration, wider aisles, 
physically-distanced classrooms, 
and increased cleaning protocols. 
We’re encouraging all [guests] to 
take advantage of the numerous 
hand-sanitizing stations through-
out the facility. 

Q: What will you be doing?
A: One of the initiatives I’m 

most excited about, and a part of 
my legacy as Cosmetologists Chi-
cago board president that I hope 
lives on, is the “Beauty is Love” 

Karen Gordon

This photo of the World Trade Center was taken from the Staten Island  
Ferry in the late afternoon of Sept. 10, 2001 by a former editor of this  
newspaper, Beth Burmahl. It is one of the last pictures shot of the iconic 
towers.

initiative, which is just one of 
the ways that the beauty industry 
gives back. This year, we are part-
nering with Chicago’s Holsten 
Human Capital Development, a 
nonprofit organization that pro-
vides a variety of social services 
in its mission to strengthen at-risk 
populations by expanding their 
access to viable resources that 
promote self-sufficiency, well-
ness and stability through service 
provision, developing low-income 
and affordable housing, and fos-
tering economic development. At 
the end of trade shows, exhibitors 
usually ship product that wasn’t 
sold back to the warehouses. But 
America’s Beauty Show is inviting 
our exhibitors to join our Beauty 
is Love initiative, by making it 
easy for them to instead donate 
those un-sold products directly to 
this worthwhile nonprofit which 
will distribute it to the many that 
it serves across Chicagoland.

A live show is coming to Art 
on theMART on Sept. 10. A 
one-night-only live event on the 
Riverwalk Friday in conjunction 
with the Art on theMART series, 
according to an announcement  
by the Dept. of Cultural Affairs 
and Special Events. 

Titled “Dance Down by The 
River,” the show features four 
youth dance groups and a jazz 
band before the nightly program 
of projections takes over the  
south side of the Merchandise 
Mart.

The show is part of the city’s 
Chicago In Tune series. The night 
begins with a live performance 

of jazz music by clarinetist and 
composer Angel Bat Dawid, fol-
lowed by a dance performance by 
Era. 

Both Bat Dawid and Era are 
part of the current projection se-
ries “Footnotes,” a work produced 
by artists and filmmakers Wills 
Glasspiegel and Brandon K. Cal-
houn for Art on theMART. 

Next up will be four Chicago 
youth dance groups in a final 
round of performances, and a 
surprise performance on the wa-
ter before the nightly showing of 
“Footnotes” at 9 p.m. “Footnotes” 
and the summer projection series 
also plays at 9:30 p.m.

“Dance Down by The River” 
starts at 7 p.m. Sept. 10 in the 
Confluence area of the River-
walk, between Franklin and 
Wells streets. “Footnotes” and 
Art on theMART play nightly at 9 
p.m. and 9:30 p.m. through Sept. 
16 and are best viewed from the 
Riverwalk on Wacker D. between 
Wells and Franklin streets. For 
more information visit artonthe-
mart.com.

Art on theMart’s fall season, 
premiering Sept. 17, will feature 
the work of concept artist Barbara 
Kruger in the venue’s first solo 
show.

Art on theMART offering live entertainment this weekend

“Footnotes” and Art on theMART play nightly at 9 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. 
through Sept. 16

A new, bi-lingual no swimming 
or diving warning sign sits at the 
mouth of the pier in addition to the 
newly-re-painted warnings on the 
pier’s sidewalk.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
NORTH CENTER LOAN ACQUISITIONS, LLC 
Plaintiff,
-v.-
1952 LAWRENCE AVENUE, LLC, KENNETH 
SCHIFFMAN, JONATHAN SPLITT ARCHITECTS, 
INC., UNKNOWN TENANTS UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants
19 CH 5904 
1952 W. LAWRENCE AVE. 
CHICAGO, IL 60640 
NOTICE OF SALE
      PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered 
in the above cause on June 29, 2021, an agent for 
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on 
October 5, 2021, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO, IL, 60606, sell 
at a public sale to the highest bidder, as set forth 
below, the following described real estate:
      Commonly known as 1952 W. LAWRENCE 
AVE., CHICAGO, IL 60640     
 Property Index No. 14-07-419-028-0000
The real estate is improved with a one story com-
mercial store.
The judgment amount was $1,226,034.96.
       Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close of the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks 
will be accepted.  The balance, including the Judi-
cial Sale fee for the Abandoned Residential Prop-
erty Municipality Relief Fund, which is calculated 
on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each 
$1,000 or fraction thereof of the amount paid by the 
purchaser not to exceed $300, in certified funds/or 
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. 
No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the 
residential real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the 
sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or oth-
er lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose 
rights in and to the residential real estate arose 
prior to the sale. The subject property is subject 
to general real estate taxes, special assessments, 
or special taxes levied against said real estate and 
is offered for sale without any representation as to 
quality or quantity of title and without recourse to 
Plaintiff and in “AS IS” condition. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by the court.
      Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the 
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
      The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
      If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).  If this proper-
ty is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
      IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 

For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's 
Attorney, Manley Deas Kochalski, LLC, One East 
Wacker Drive, Chicago, Illinois 60601. (614) 220-
5611. 19-028970 F2
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3174882

010101

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON TRUST 
COMPANY, N.A. AS SUCCESSOR-IN-INTEREST 
TO ALL PERMITTED SUCCESSORS AND AS-
SIGNS OF JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE FOR SPECIALTY 
UNDERWRITING AND RESIDENTIAL FINANCE 
TRUST MORTGAGE LOAN ASSET-BACKED  
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2005-BC2 
Plaintiff,
vs. 
MARGARET GARNER, AKA MARGARET D. 
GARNER; 
WATERFORD CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, 
AN ILLINOIS NOT-FOR-PROFIT CORPORATION; 
HSBC MORTGAGE SERVICES, INC.; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants,
17 CH 10885
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales 
Corporation will on Monday, September 27, 2021 
at the hour of 11 a.m. in their office at 120 West 
Madison Street, Suite 718A, Chicago, Illinois, sell 
at public auction to the highest bidder for cash, as 
set forth below, the following described mortgaged 
real estate:
P.I.N. 14-16-304-039-1250.
Commonly known as 4170 NORTH MARINE DRIVE 
APARTMENT 24K, CHICAGO, IL 60613.
The mortgaged real estate is improved with a con-
dominium residence. The purchaser of the unit oth-
er than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments and 
the legal fees required by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)
(4) of Section 9 of the Condominium Property Act
Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance, 
by certified funds, within 24 hours. No refunds. The 
property will NOT be open for inspection.
For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's 
Attorney, Manley Deas Kochalski, LLC, One East 
Wacker Drive, Chicago, Illinois 60601. (614) 220-
5611. 17-026123 F2
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3174357

252525

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad  

For 3 Consecutive Weeks 
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
      For information, GREIMAN, ROME & GRIES-
MEYER, LLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 205 West Ran-
dolph Street, Suite 2300, Chicago, IL, 60606 (312) 
428-2750. Please refer to file number 10448-1377.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
GREIMAN, ROME & GRIESMEYER, LLC
205 West Randolph Street, Suite 2300
Chicago IL, 60606
312-428-2750
Fax #: 312-332-2781
E-Mail: lrodriguez@grglegal.com
Attorney File No. 10448-1377
Attorney Code. 47890
Case Number: 19 CH 5904
TJSC#: 41-1370
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 19 CH 5904

080808

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A. 
Plaintiff,
vs. 
ROBERT ROONEY, AKA ROBERT R. ROONEY; 
STATE OF ILLINOIS; UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA OFFICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TREASURY; PARK TOWER CONDOMINIUM 
ASSOCIATION
Defendants,
19 CH 10237
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered 
in the above entitled cause Intercounty Judicial 
Sales Corporation will on Monday, October 4, 2021 
at the hour of 11 a.m. in their office at 120 West 
Madison Street, Suite 718A, Chicago, Illinois, sell 
at public auction to the highest bidder for cash, as 
set forth below, the following described mortgaged 
real estate:
P.I.N. 14-08-203-017-1255.
Commonly known as 5415 NORTH SHERIDAN 
ROAD UNIT 2203, CHICAGO, IL 60640.
The mortgaged real estate is improved with a 
condominium residence. The purchaser of the 
unit other than a mortgagee shall pay the assess-
ments and the legal fees required by subdivisions 
(g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 9 of the Condominium 
Property Act
Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance, 
by certified funds, within 24 hours. No refunds. The 
property will NOT be open for inspection.

North Township Real Estate For Sale
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080808

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY, FSB, 
NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY 
AS OWNER TRUSTEE OF CSMC 2018-SP2 
TRUST
Plaintiff,
vs.
KELLY MAIER A/K/A KELLY D. MAIER, 222 EAST
PEARSON CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, 
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A., UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS
Defendants,
21 CH 878
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered 
in the above entitled cause Intercounty Judicial 
Sales Corporation will on Monday, October 4, 2021 
at the hour of 11 a.m. in their office at 120 West 
Madison Street, Suite 718A, Chicago, Illinois, sell 
at public auction to the highest bidder for cash, as 
set forth below, the following described mortgaged 
real estate:
P.I.N. 17-03-227-024-1002 (17-03-227-019-0000 
UNDERLYING PIN)..
Commonly known as 222 EAST PEARSON 
STREET, UNIT 202, CHICAGO, IL 60611.
The mortgaged real estate is improved with a con-
dominium residence. The purchaser of the unit oth-
er than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments and 
the legal fees required by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)
(4) of Section 9 of the Condominium Property Act
Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance, 
by certified funds, within 24 hours. No refunds. The 
property will NOT be open for inspection.
For information call Mr. Ira T. Nevel at Plaintiff's 
Attorney, Law Offices of Ira T. Nevel, 175 North 
Franklin Street, Chicago, Illinois 60606. (312) 357-
1125. 21-00117
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3174884

010101

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
2 EAST ERIE CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, AN 
ILLINOIS NOT-FOR-PROFIT CORPORATION 

is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
      IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a gov-
ernment agency (driver's license, passport, etc.) in 
order to gain entry into our building and the fore-
closure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
      For information, Thomas M. Olson, KOVITZ 
SHIFRIN NESBIT Plaintiff's Attorneys, 175 N. Ar-
cher Avenue, Mundelein, IL, 60060 (847) 537-0500. 
Please refer to file number CTWO037-39010.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
Thomas M. Olson
KOVITZ SHIFRIN NESBIT
175 N. Archer Avenue
Mundelein IL, 60060
847-537-0500
E-Mail: tolson@ksnlaw.com
Attorney File No. CTWO037-39010
Attorney Code. 38862
Case Number: 20 CH 01974
TJSC#: 41-1191
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 20 CH 01974

252525
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Plaintiff,
-v.-
GREGORY MERDINGER
Defendants
20 CH 01974 
2 EAST ERIE STREET, GARAGE UNIT G-416 
CHICAGO, IL 60611 
NOTICE OF SALE
      PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered 
in the above cause on March 31, 2021, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on September 21, 2021, at The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, One South Wacker Drive, CHICAGO, IL, 
60606, sell at a public sale to the highest bidder, as 
set forth below, the following described real estate:
      Commonly known as 2 EAST ERIE STREET, 
GARAGE UNIT G-416, CHICAGO, IL 60611      
 Property Index No. 17-10-107-018-1349
The real estate is improved with a parking space.
The judgment amount was $15,850.38.
       Sale terms: 25% down of the highest bid by cer-
tified funds at the close of the sale payable to The 
Judicial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks 
will be accepted.  The balance, including the Judi-
cial Sale fee for the Abandoned Residential Prop-
erty Municipality Relief Fund, which is calculated 
on residential real estate at the rate of $1 for each 
$1,000 or fraction thereof of the amount paid by the 
purchaser not to exceed $300, in certified funds/or 
wire transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. 
No fee shall be paid by the mortgagee acquiring the 
residential real estate pursuant to its credit bid at the 
sale or by any mortgagee, judgment creditor, or oth-
er lienor acquiring the residential real estate whose 
rights in and to the residential real estate arose prior 
to the sale. The subject property is subject to gener-
al real estate taxes, special assessments, or special 
taxes levied against said real estate and is offered 
for sale without any representation as to quality or 
quantity of title and without recourse to Plaintiff and 
in “AS IS” condition. The sale is further subject to 
confirmation by the court.
      Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the 
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
      The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the court file to verify all information.
      If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).  If this property 

ter biting someone’s finger off during an argu-
ment. The case was originally charged as felony 
aggravated battery causing great bodily harm, 
but prosecutors agreed to downgrade the of-
fense in a plea deal.

Gomez was reportedly acting under intense 
provocation when she shot the man. The State 
claimed the victim approached Gomez and her 
girlfriends outside a bar, struck Gomez’s shoul-
der and chest, and followed the women before 
he was shot.

Two shot in River North —  
directly under the CPD camera

Two men were shot in River North Sept. 2, di-
rectly underneath the CPD surveillance camera 
that recorded a viral video of two men being 
beaten and robbed last week in the middle of 
State St.

Thursday’s shooting occurred under that po-
lice camera, perhaps 50 yards from where the 
two men were attacked on Aug. 28.

Unfortunately, the camera’s lens was pointing 
away from the shooting, so it didn’t record the 
latest crime.

The victims were shot after they got into an 
argument with a man who was in a gray Pontiac 
Bonneville at 5 E. Illinois, according to an initial 
CPD report.

Police said a 33-year-old man was taken to 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital in good condi-
tion with a gunshot wound to his thigh. He has 
been arrested 10 times in Chicago since 2014, 
mostly for narcotics and domestic violence, ac-
cording to CPD records. None of those arrests 
were in the downtown area.

The other victim, a 30-year-old man who suf-
fered a gunshot wound to his back, was taken to 
Northwestern in a car. He was in serious condi-
tion. CPD records show he has been arrested in 
Chicago five times since 2015, including once for 
being a felon in possession of a firearm. Those 
arrests include one on the 400 block of N. State 
for disorderly conduct, narcotics, and resisting 
police in 2016; narcotics at Chicago and Dear-
born in 2017; and resisting police at LaSalle and 
Grand in 2017.

According to court records, his gun arrest 
stemmed from a “shots fired” incident in the 
Cabrini Green neighborhood during the summer 

of 2018. In that case, he allegedly fought with a 
housing authority security guard who saw him 
leaving the area of the gunfire. The guard took 
him into custody and recovered a firearm.

Police said the gunman who shot the victims 
is a Black male who has dreadlocks.

Knife attack leaves River North bank worker 
critically wounded

A River North bank employee is in critical con-
dition after a man stabbed her in the neck Sept. 
1. Police arrested a suspect and recovered a knife 
in the Loop later in the day.

The assailant entered Chase bank, 600 N. 
Dearborn, and had a “brief conversation” with 
the 24-year-old woman before suddenly stab-
bing her in the neck around 11:12 a.m., police 
said. Paramedics took the victim to Northwest-
ern Memorial Hospital.

Several witnesses reported seeing a man 
wielding a large knife as he walked through Riv-
er North after the attack. They said he appeared 
to be mentally disturbed and possibly homeless 
as he ranted and threatened to stab people on 
the street. A surveillance image from one such 
assault on the 400 block of N. Dearborn was 
shared with this reporter by a source. “There has 
been an incident at one of our branches near 
downtown Chicago today. Our thoughts right 
now are with our employee and their family,” 
Chase said in a statement.

Around 3:45 p.m., a CPD unit spotted a man 
who matched the offender’s description and 
took him into custody at 3 N. State St. Officers 
also seized a knife.

Carjacking victim refuses to press charges 
against teen (who already has  
four armed robbery cases pending)

A driver who had a gun pressed to his fore-
head by a carjacker outside a North Side grocery 
store Sept. 1 refused to press charges against the 
man who apparently took the car because the 
vehicle was still in good condition when police 
recovered it for him. That’s according to a source 
with knowledge of the case.

The 18-year-old that he refused to pursue 
charges against has four armed robbery cases 
pending in juvenile court and had a loaded 
handgun in his waistband when cops found him 
next to the stolen car downtown, according to 
prosecutors.

police beat from p. 6 Around 7 p.m., the 44-year-old victim was sit-
ting inside his parked, running car on the park-
ing lot of Cermak Fresh Market, 6623 N. Damen, 
according to a CPD report. Suddenly, a man 
opened his passenger door and got inside. The 
intruder pressed a handgun to his forehead, de-
manded his valuables, and then told him to get 
out, the report said.

He complied, and the offender drove away 
with his silver Toyota Camry, according to CPD 
spokesperson Kellie Bartoli. While officers were 

speaking with the victim, 
cops in the 1st (Central) 
Police District spotted 
the man’s stolen car at a 
BP gas station, 50 W. Ida 
B. Wells.

Traigan Martin, 18, was 
standing outside the car 
and moved inside the gas 
station when he saw po-
lice arriving, prosecutors 

said Sept. 2. Cops followed him inside, ordered 
him to raise his hands, and recovered a loaded 
handgun with an extended ammunition maga-
zine and a laser sight from his waistband.

But when the victim realized that his car was 
still in good condition, he declined to pursue 
charges, according to a source. Bartoli confirmed 
that the victim refused to prosecute, but she did 
not give a reason for his decision.

Cops arrested Martin anyway for the gun he 
allegedly had in his waistband. He’s charged 
with aggravated unlawful use of a weapon.

Prosecutors said during his bond court hear-
ing that he has four pending armed robbery cas-
es from before his 18th birthday. They did not 
provide details of those allegations. An assistant 
public defender said Martin has a two-year-old 
child and attended Legal Prep Career Academy.

Judge Arthur Willis ordered Martin held on a 
juvenile warrant and set bail for the gun charge 
at $25,000. Willis said Martin would need to post 
a $2,500 deposit to get out of jail on electronic 
monitoring after the warrant is resolved.

Wednesday’s victim is not the first person to 
forgive an armed carjacker this year.

On Feb. 3, a 28-year-old man was carjacked at 
gunpoint while shoveling out a parking space in 
West Town. Police arrested John Daniels, 19, as 
he drove the stolen car a short time later, accord-
ing to a CPD report.

While police were processing Daniels at the 
station, the victim’s driver’s license, debit card, 
and medical marijuana card fell out of his pants, 
the report said. But the victim decided not to 

pursue charges because he “felt sorry for” the 
people who took his Lexus because “they prob-
ably need a car.” 

Less than four months later, Daniels took an 
11-year-old boy to Uptown, where they violently 
carjacked another man. 

That victim, a 59-year-old man, was viciously 
beaten and suffered a broken orbital bone, 
prosecutors said. Video allegedly shows Dan-
iels standing over the fallen man and taking 
keys from his hand. The Uptown victim pressed 
charges.

Two shootings in Old Town  
leave four injured, one dead

Police are investigating two shootings Sept. 2 
that left four people injured and a fifth dead in 
Old Town. No arrests have been made.

Around 10:45 p.m., a man and woman were 
walking toward a home in the 1300 block of N. 
Cleveland when about three people chased 
them onto the porch, and at least one of the of-
fenders began shooting.

The man, identified as Mohammad Habib, 
24, suffered gunshot wounds to his torso and 
was pronounced dead at Northwestern Memo-
rial Hospital. The woman, believed to be about 
23-years-old, was taken to Stroger Hospital in 
serious condition with a gunshot wound to her 
shoulder.

Then, around 2:23 a.m. Sept. 3, three people 
were shot outside on the 1300 block of N. Hud-
son. Police said the victims were uncooperative, 
and CPD had little information about what hap-
pened.

According to a media statement from police, 
a 41-year-old man was taken to Stroger Hospital 
in critical condition with gunshot wounds to his 
hip, lower back, and leg.

The second victim, a 40-year-old man who 
was shot one time in each shin, is believed to be 
the first victim’s brother. He was taken to North-
western Memorial Hospital in fair condition.

Police said the third victim walked away from 
the scene with a graze wound to his leg.

Area Three detectives are investigating both 
shootings.

Less than a month ago, four people were shot 
on Hudson directly across the street from the 
same site.

 
— Compiled by CWBChicago.com

Support real crime reporting by subscribing  
to this newspaper for only $20 per year.  

Visit www.insideonline.com

Traigan Martin
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Miscellaneous, cont.
!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER, 
MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR 
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 888-609-2189

Protect your home w/home security monitored by 
ADT. Starting at $27.99/mo. Get free equipment 
bundle including keypad, motion sensor, wireless 
door & windows sensors. 833-719-1073

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer or Mesothe-
lioma? Exposed to Asbestos Pre-1980 at Work or 
Navy? You May Be Entitled to a Significant Cash 
Award! Smoking History Okay! Call 1-855-591-
0517

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the 
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198 or 
visit www.walkintubquote.com/news

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE STAIRS**  Give 
your life a lift with an ACORN STAIRLIFT!  Call now 
for $250 OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE DVD 
& brochure!  1-866-471-1334

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage 
system. Save money, reduce reliance on grid, 
prepare for outages & power your home. Full instal-
lation services. $0 down financing option. Request 
free no obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785

Thinking about installing a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. Free design consult.1-888
-674-3005 today to see how to save $1,000 on in-
stallation or visit www.newshowerdeal.com/display

Two great new offers from AT&T Wireless! Ask how 
to get the Next Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e 
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T’s Buy one, Give 
One. While supplies last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or 
www.freephonesnow.com//cadnet

Update your home with beautiful new blinds & 
shades. Free in-home estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Professional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. Free consultation: 877-
212-7578. Ask about our specials!

Use RoundUp Weedkiller? Non-Hodgkin’s Lym-
phoma, Multiple Myeloma, and  Leukemia may 
result from RoundUp exposure.  A recent $2 billion 
judgment was awarded in a RoundUp injury case.  
Call 1-619-493-4791 or email RoundUp@break-
inginjurynews.com and let us begin work on your 
RoundUp case today.

Real Estate For Sale
AFFORDABLE HOME SOLUTIONS! Foreclosures, 
Rent to Own, Short sales and more! Call Toll Free 
844-275-0948

Recycling
Interested in helping the environment, those less 
fortunate? Recycle Plus, operating since 1990, 
offers recycling service as well as:  Used plastic 
buckets (food grade) various sizes & shapes, card-
board boxes, old lumber, furniture, reusable shop-
ping bags made in Chicago from repurposed fabric. 
Contact Recycle Plus Inc Gary Zuckerman
773-761-5937 or 773-858-1210  Email: 
recycle_plus_chicago@yahoo.com

Training/Education
AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME 
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312

Wanted To Buy
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders and 
cans.  R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals.  Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

OLD SLOT MACHINES WANTED BY COLLEC-
TOR. ALSO BUYING OLD JUKEBOXES, 10 CENT 
COKE MACHINES AND SMALL ANTIQUE SAFES. 
I PAY CASH AND PICK UP. 314-707-0184. 

Paying Cash For Comics! Top national comic buyer 
will be in your area, paying cash for vintage comics 
(1970 & earlier). Call Will: 866-461-0640

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, 
CO 80201

Service Directory/Classifieds To place an ad, call 773.465.9700 
E-mail: insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com 
Deadline: 5pm Mondays

CLASSIFIEDS
Auctions

State of Illinois Surplus Property Online Auction - 
WEEKLY auctions throughout the year! Equipment, 
watches, boats, vehicles, knives, jewelry and much 
more... iBid.illinois.gov

Auto Donations
Donate your car to kids! Fast free pickup running 
or not - 24 hour response. Maximum tax donation. 
Help find missing kids! 877-831-1448

Autos Wanted
Donate your car to kids. Your donation helps fund 
the search for missing children. Accepting trucks, 
motorcycles & RV’s too! Fast free pickup - running 
or not - 24 hr response - maximum tax donation - 
Call (888) 515-3813

Get cash for your used or junk car today. We buy all 
cars, trucks, and SUVs. Free pick up. Call.  1-888-
985-1806

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Cars For Sale
1981 Olds Regal 98, V-8 diesel engine, 90K miles, 
$1981. Call 773-818-0808

‘99 Subaru Impreza station wagon, runs, FOR 
SMALL PARTS ONLY, $650, call John 773-818-
0808

Commercial Space for Rent
Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 700 sq. 
ft.; 1,000 sq. ft. & 1,100 sq. ft. Three-year lease @ 
$15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven funds. 
773-772-0808 please leave message.

Education
Train online to do medical billing! Become a Medical 
Office Professional at CTI! Get trained & certified to 
work in months! 888-572-6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

Education/Career Training
AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands 
on Aviation training. Financial Aid for qualified stu-
dents - Career placement assistance. CALL Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

Employment/Drivers
Driver / Private Driver Needed.  Driver required to 
transport our clients from their hotel to places of 
tourist attraction there and back. There are up to 50 
hours per week available depending on candidate 
availability. If you are interested, email us for more 
information or send your CV to insidesaleskmm-
pusa@gmail.com.

Financial
ARE YOU BEHIND $10K OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits, 
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 855-849-6790

Do you owe $10,000+ to the IRS or State in back 
taxes? Get tax relief now! We’ll fight for you! 
(800)887-5731 - (Mon-Fri 10am-8pm EST).

Health & Fitness
Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance 
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit! 
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one FREE! High-
quality rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced 
90% less than competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day 
money back guarantee! 855-619-0190

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO ACCIDENT?  
Let us fight for you! Our network has recovered mil-
lions for clients! Call today for a FREE consultation! 
1-888-409-1261

Stroke & Cardiovascular disease are leading causes 
of death according to the AHA. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early detection! Call Life Line 
Screening to schedule a screening. Special offer 5 
screenings for $149. 1-833-549-4540

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills 
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaran-
teed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos 
Español

Help Wanted
Malone Virtual Staffing

Home of the Remote Work Specialists
CUSTOMER CARE CONTRACTORS (IL) Malone 
Virtual Staffing. Seeking professional and experi-
enced Customer Service Contractors to work from 
home handling inbound CustomerService/Tech 
Support  calls from existing customers inquiring 
about their services and account information. Must 
have an empathetic disposition when working with 
the public, 0-2 yrs Customer Service experience, 
must be able to pass a background check. Desktop 
computer and hard-wired internet service required.

visit: HTTP://malonevirtualstaffing.com  
to APPLY TODAY

Need help to clean one-bedroom 
apartment located in area of intersec-

tion W. Touhy Ave. and N. Sheridan Rd. 
in Chicago. One cleaning - every 3-4 

weeks. Must speak Polish, or Ukrainian, 
or Russian. The offers from the Cleaning 
Agencies will not be considered. Contact: 

first.red@hotmail.com.

Help Wanted/Employment
Bookkeepers: 12 mo. exp. in bookkeeping or related 
req.  Mail Resume to: Manning & Silverman Ltd. , 
Attn: HR- 175 Olde Half Day Road, Ste. 290, Lin-
colnshire,  IL 60069.

The Association of Community Publishers (ACP) is 
searching for an Executive Director. If interested, 
visit afcp.org or ifpa.com and click on the “Executive 
Director Search” link for more details.

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED at Ste-
vens Transport! Earn $1000 per week! Paid CDL 
Training! No experience needed! 1-844-452-4121 
drive4stevens.com

Home Improvements
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates!  We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-
home consultation: 888-912-4745

Leafguard is the only one piece gutter system guar-
anteed to never clog, get a jump on Fall and Save 
75% on installation and receive $500 for your old 
ladder! Call 1-800-216-0539

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call Empire Today to 
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 844-220-6034

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the 
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

Update your home with beautiful new blinds & 
shades. Free in-home estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Professional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. Free consultation: 877-
212-7578. Ask about our specials!

Janitorial
Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON 
AREAS CLEANING• OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-

PET CLEANING • POWER WASHING - SNOW 
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Legal Services
INJURED? If you’ve been hurt in an accident in Illi-
nois, call for a FREE CASE CONSULTATION. Calls 
Answered 24/7 by Staver Accident Injury Lawyers: 
1-888-310-8322

NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE referral to an at-
torney! Call the Illinois State Bar Association Illinois 
Lawyer Finder The advice you need 877-270-3855 
or https://www.isba.org/public/ illinoislawyerfinder

Medical Misc.
ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money on diabetic 
supplies!  Convenient home shipping for monitors, 
test strips, insulin pumps, catheters & more! To 
learn more, call now!  877-810-0063

Attention: If you or a loved one worked around 
the pesticide Roundup (glyphosate) for at least 2 
years & has been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma, you may be entitled to compensation. 
855-341-5793

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates, 
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is 
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares. 
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

Miscellaneous
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior 
living referral service. Contact our trusted, local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-844-722-7993

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim?  Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323! 
FREE Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide 
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Miscellaneous, cont.
Attention Active Duty & Military Veterans! Begin a 
new career & earn a Degree at CTI! Online Com-
puter & Medical training available for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, call 888-449-1713

Attention: If you or a loved one worked around 
the pesticide Roundup (glyphosate) for at least 2 
years & has been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma, you may be entitled to compensation. 
855-341-5793

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask how to bundle & SAVE! 
Geo & svc restrictions apply. 1-888-796-8850

AT&T INTERNET Plus DIRECTV Only $89.99/
month! 155+ Channels plus super high speed 
Internet! Free NFL Sunday ticket! Free HD DVR 
!  Stream 1000’s of free shows and movies! 877-
541-0009

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts available.  Call: 855-
761-1725

Best satellite TV with 2 year price guarantee! 
$59.99/mo with 190 channels and 3 months free 
premium movie channels! Free next day installa-
tion! Call 844-842-4469

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 
1-855-404-2366

Cash for cars: We buy any condition vehicle, 2002 
and newer. Nationwide free pick up! Call now: 
1-800-864-5960.

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance 
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit! 
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

Denied Social Security Disability? Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed for SSD and denied, our attorneys can 
help get you approved! No money out of pockets! 
Call 1-866-376-3163

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may 
qualify for a substantial cash award. NO obligation, 
NO risk! We’ve recovered millions. Let us help you!! 
Call 24/7, 855-845-8269

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 Channels. 
Stream news, live events, sports & on demand 
titles. No contract/commitment. 1-866-825-6523

DISH TV $64.99 for 190 channels + $14.95 high 
speed internet. Free installation, smart HD DVR in-
cluded, free voice remote. Some restrictions apply. 
Promo expires 1/21/22. 1-833-872-2545

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-995-2490

FREE CASH That’s right WE will send you $5 by 
cash app free right now! Text the word “cadnet” to 
706-761-1745

GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 
power during power outages, so your home & family 
stay safe & comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-yr ex-
tended warranty $695 value! Request a free quote 
today! Call for terms & conditions. 1-844-334-8353

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 100 Pills $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-889-5515

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 Channels & 
1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand (w/SELECT 
All Included Package.) PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE 
Screens Simultaneously at No Addt l Cost. Call DI-
RECTV 1-855-781-1565

Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE w/ DIRECTV Choice 
All-Included Package. $59.99/month for 12 months. 
185 Channels PLUS Thousands of Shows/Movies 
On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. Call 
1-855-781-1565 or satellitedealnow.com/cadnet

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing aid for just $75 down 
and $50 per month! Call 800-426-4212 and mention 
88272 for a risk free trial! FREE SHIPPING!

Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-quality rechargeable 
Nano hearing aids priced 90% less than competi-
tors. Nearly invisible! 45-day money back guaran-
tee! 833-669-5806

HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 SECONDS. 
Don’t wait! Protect your family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a day! Call 866-
409-0308

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter 
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited 
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. 
Free Installation.  Call 866-499-0141

Long distance moving: Call  for a free quote from 
America’s Most Trusted Interstate Movers. Let us 
take the stress out of moving! Speak to a relocation 
specialist 888-721-2194

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in industrial, 
construction, manufacturing jobs, or military may be 
the cause. Family in the home were also exposed. 
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@breakingin-
jurynews.com. $30 billion is set aside for asbestos 
victims with cancer. Valuable settlement monies 
may not require filing a lawsuit.

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get Fresh Start or 
Forgiveness  Call 1-877-378-1182  Monday through 
Friday 7AM-5PM PST

Never pay for covered home repairs again! Com-
plete Care Home Warranty covers all major systems 
& appliances. 30-day risk free. $200.00 off + 2 free 
months! 1-866-395-2490

New authors wanted! Page Publishing will help 
self-publish your book. Free author submission kit! 
Limited offer! 866-951-7214

TOOL LIQUIDATION

• Welder Generator

• Drain Rodder

• Ridgid Threading Machine

• Tank Torch Set

• Cutting Torch Tank Set     

• Ridgid Plumbing Tools

TOOL  
LIQUIDATION

101supplyok@gmail.com

RECYCLED • CHEAP

773-818-0808

847-749-8227
847-291-9091

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

DADRASS
PAINTING

• FREE ESTIMATES •

KITCHEN & BATH  
REMODELING

DADRASSPAINTING@YAHOO.COM

PAINTING

GENERAC GENERATORS

7300 N. Western
Chicago IL 60645

xralban@gmail.com
www.C21Universal.com

Direct: 773 416-9568
Fax: 773 465-5068

Ximena 
  Alban

“Es un honor servir  
a la comunidad Latinx de Chicago”

Real Estate Broker

REAL ESTATE

LEAF FILTER

Legal Notice
Notice is hereby given, pursuant to “An Act in rela-
tion to the use of an Assumed Business Name in 
the conduct or transaction of Business in the State,” 
as amended, that a certification was registered by 
the undersigned with the County Clerk of Cook 
County.
Registration Number: Y21007372 on July 21, 2021
Under the Assumed Business Name of  
YOGA MEETS ART
with the business located at:
4709 SOUTH INDIANA STE. 3N, Chicago, IL 
60615
The true and real full name(s) and residence  
address of the owner(s)/partner(s) is:
Owner/Partner Full Name: FATIMAH MALONE
Complete Address: 4709 SOUTH INDIANA STE. 
3N, CHICAGO, IL 60615, USA

Notice of Public Sale
East Bank Storage located at  

730 W. Lake Street, Chicago, IL, 312-876-2000,  
is opening lockers:

7570F- Advanced Solution Inc
5200E- Doherty, Garrett

1265F- Kardi, Ram
6000J- Leone, Jeff- Hawkins Way Property

6820L- Mantu, Musa
5172X-Thomas, Max

for public sale.
This sale is to be held on  

Tuesday, September 28, 2021, at 2:00PM.  
Cash payments only.

Music Lessons

Drum Lessons! 30+ years  
of experience (20+ teaching) 
Andrew @773-270-2790 or 
drewbloodonthedrums.com

Notice of Public Sale
East Bank Storage, located at  

429 W. Ohio St, Chicago, IL (312-644-2000),  
is opening lockers:  

3613X (Natalia Barrera)
2809X (Bim Adisa)

3523X and 6619X (Edward Lahood)
4524X (Elbert Hatley)
4629X (Julie Vincler)

4622X (Sanjay Vohra)
and 1638A (Adrienne Meachum),  

for public sale on  
September 28, 2021, at 3:00 p.m. Cash only.

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

1-855-995-2490A FREE ESTIMATE

 YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

 

Garage Sale
VINTAGE GARAGE SALE  

Saturday, Sept. 11, 9 to 3 p.m.,  
2054 W. Foster Ave.

The City of Chicago Dept. of Business Affairs and Consumer Protection is  
offering a free virtual business seminar titled “Building a compelling brand  
marketing strategy,” presented by Dorothy Muszynska, founder and chief market-
ing strategist of DM Marketing Group, 9:30 a.m. Friday, Sept. 10.

Businesses must have a compelling Brand Marketing Strategy in place  
before creating and implementing tactics such as print, digital, social, or event  
marketing. More often than not, smaller businesses and startups skip the  
“strategy” step resulting in an unsuccessful tactical execution. In this workshop, 
attendees will go through the steps of a simple Brand Marketing Strategy.

Those interested may register by visiting:  
www.chicago.gov/businesseducation

Building a compelling  
brand marketing strategy

to advertise  Call 773-465-9700

I love people who make me laugh.  
I honestly think it’s the thing  
I like most, to laugh.  
It cures a multitude of ills. It’s probably 
the most important thing in a person. 

— Audrey Hepburn
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and said their installation supported park 
programming.

“Scoreboards were installed in 2017 as 
part of a Cubs Charities Diamond Grant 
award through the [national non-profit] 
Local Initiatives Support Corporation. 
The CPD supported the installation of the 
scoreboards, which support the very ac-
tive baseball and softball programming at 
Welles Park,” said Michele Lemons, the 
CPD’s director of communications.

When this newspaper asked Lemons if 
the installation of the scoreboards demon-
strated a way for privately-funded baseball 
lights to be installed at Welles Park, she 
said the process will be far different from 
the scoreboards.

“The CPD is working closely with Ald. 
Matt Martin [47th], the WPPA, the Welles 
Park Advisory Council and the communi-
ty on plans to install lights on [the] Welles 
Park ballfields. The community process is 
ongoing. Based on a survey of more than 
1000 [people], support for the project is 
divided. For this reason, the WPPA has 
proposed a plan to install lights on two of 
the park’s five ballfields. It is important to 
note, no final plan has been approved. The 
CPD will continue to work with the WPPA 
on this proposal and engage the commu-
nity to ensure that all interests are heard 
and considered before moving forward,” 
added Lemons.

The proposed lights were a topic of dis-
cussion of the July meeting of the Welles 
Park Advisory Council. At the meeting, 
which was held in-person outside of the 
Welles Park swimming pool, park supervi-
sor Becky Kliber told those in attendance 

the park currently lacks the electrical ca-
pacity to power the proposed baseball 
lights. It would actually be impossible to 
add lights without an electrical upgrade.

According to Lemons, the CPD is cur-
rently awaiting the results of a report from 
Com Ed about what electrical upgrades 
would have to be done to increase the 
park’s electrical capacity.

Despite reassurances from Kliber and 
Lemons, neighborhood residents have told 
this newspaper they continue to be con-
cerned about the possibility of baseball 
lights (projected to be in place for decades) 
being added without much neighborhood 
discussion.

scoreboards from p. 1

Reilly was responding to comments 
that followed a double shooting earlier in 
the day at Illinois and State — steps from 
where two men were savagely beaten and 
robbed in the middle of the street on Aug. 
29. “I’m not a cop, but this ain’t rocket sci-
ence: put foot patrols back in River North 
to get this sh*t under control,” Reilly said.

The block where the men were beaten 
has been the scene of two murders since 
2016. 

Marques Gaines, a 32-year-old River 
North bartender, was knocked out, robbed, 
and left lying in the middle of State St. on 
Feb. 7, 2016. Passersby ignored him, and 
a taxi ran over his body. Long-time felon 
Marcus Moore pleaded guilty to the attack. 
He went to prison and got out within five 
months. 

Two years later, seasoned criminal Gino 
Bassett followed 55-year-old software ex-
ecutive Miguel “Mike” Beedle into an al-
ley on the 400 block of N. State. Moments 
later, Beedle stumbled back out, clutching 
his neck, which Bassett had just sliced with 
a knife. He collapsed and died on the cor-
ner of State and Hubbard, perhaps 100 feet 
from where Gaines was killed.

Bassett recently received a 22-year sen-
tence. 

Less than a week before last weekend’s 

help from p. 1

As part of the Edgewater Community 
Religious Assoc., the Ismaili Jamatkha-
na will be partnering with Focus Hu-
manitarian Assistance and World Relief 
Chicagoland to welcome new families 
who had to flee America’s sudden and 
chaotic retreat from Afghanistan.

The White House says more than 
116,000 people have so far been evacu-
ated since the draw-down of American 
forces in Afghanistan. Sadly, the ma-
jority of those refugees coming to Chi-
cago will arrive empty handed, having 
left most everything they owned behind 
when they were forced to flee.

The donation drive for Afghan reset-
tlement is underway now in the Ismaili 
Jamatkhana parking lot, 6259 N. Broad-
way.

Here are some of the items that they 
are looking for: Standard food items like 
new sugar, flour, rice, lentils, chickpeas, 
black tea bags, black pepper and salt, 
and instant coffee. Cleaning items like 
all purpose cleaning spray, liquid laun-
dry detergent, brooms and dustpans, and 

Donation drive  
for Afghani refugees

Hundreds expected to arrive in need  
of everything we take for granted

vacuum push sweepers.
New kitchen items like mixing bowls, 

baking pans/dishes, sauce pots, frying 
pans, cooking utensils, knives, measur-
ing cups, cutting boards, manual can 
openers, silverware, dishes / plates and 
bowls, drinking glasses, aluminum foil, 
plastic wrap, and paper towels.

New bathroom items like towel sets, 
shower curtains and hooks, bottles of 
shampoo, bars of soap, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, spray deodorant, feminine 
supplies (no tampons), disposable razors, 
shaving cream, toilet paper, tissues, small 
trash baskets and liners, diapers and 
wipes for children ages 0-3.

New or gently used bedroom items 
like full/twin blankets and sheets, stan-
dard size pillows, alarm clock, and hang-
ers. And miscellaneous items like plastic 
laundry baskets, paper pads, pens, pencils, 
envelopes, “forever” stamps, electric fans, 
light bulbs, small toolkits, sewing kits, and 
flashlights with batteries.

For more information call 773-262-
1616.

attacks, a River North business owner con-
tacted this reporter, asking us to publish a 
story about the area’s nighttime problems. 
We didn’t.

“The madness on the street and open 
liquor is out of control. The party on the 
street has scared away customers,” he 
wrote. “They have taken the street every 
weekend and turn the street to a block 
party, drinking in the public way, blocking 
traffic. We need law and order.”

It’s not clear what, if anything, Chica-
go police plan to do about the years-long 
problem zone. The fact that two men were 
shot on the street days after a viral video 
exposed the area’s troubles suggests the an-
swer may be, “not much.”

Last week, some media reports have 
indicated that the Cook County Sheriff’s 
Office would be sending its officers to the 
area to beef up police presence in response 
to the latest high-profile incidents.

But on Sept. 2 the sheriff’s chief of pub-
lic safety, Leo Schmitz, told us there’s 
nothing new happening. His personnel 
have been working downtown about three 
days a week for months.

“There’s a high volume of people, and 
we try to help,” Schmitz said. “The reason 
this is happening is the sheriff lets us help. 
He says support [Chicago police] where 
you can, when you can.”

The Park District says it is working closely 
with Ald. Matt Martin, the WPPA, the Welles 
Park Advisory Council and the community 
on plans to install lights on [the] Welles Park 
ballfields. Above are Aaron Durnbaugh, Pres-
ident of WPAC and Becky Kilber.

by CWBChicago

At least he apologized.
Prosecutors say a North Side man apolo-

gized to a Dunkin’ donut shop employee 
before he hopped the counter and robbed 
the place at knifepoint.

Victor Ramirez smoked a cigarette out-
side the shop at 6254 N. Western before 
putting on his COVID mask and walking 
in around 9 p.m. on Aug. 14, prosecutors 
said.

He allegedly struck up a conversation 
with the cashier, asked for bus money, and 
something to drink. The cashier obliged on 
both points by giving him change from the 
register and a decaf.

“I’m sorry I have to do this,” Ramirez 
allegedly told the clerk as he hopped the 
counter and announced he was robbing the 
joint.

While Ramirez brandished a knife, the 

clerk grabbed a donut bag and filled it 
with cash from the register. According to 
the allegations, the store’s security cam-
eras recorded everything and clearly show 
Ramirez’s face and tattoos.

Cops arrested Ramirez a couple of weeks 
later after they pulled him over for driving 
an allegedly stolen van. Prosecutors said he 
ran into traffic, got hit by a car, got up, and 
kept running. The police caught him and 
recognized him as the Dunkin’ bandit.

He’s charged with armed robbery, resist-
ing police, reckless conduct, and driving 
on a revoked license.

Judge Mary Marubio set his bail at 
$200,000 and ordered him to go onto elec-
tronic monitoring if he can post a 10% de-
posit. The judge said he’ll need to post an 
additional $2,500 deposit for violating the 
terms of probation in a domestic battery 
case.

Apology offered before  
West Rogers Park donut shop robbed




