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I may not have gone  
where I intended to go,  
but I think I have ended up  
where I intended to be. 

— Douglas Adams

By CWBChicago.com

Nearly one year into Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel’s promise to in-
crease the Chicago Police Dept. 
[CPD] force by 1,000 cops, the 
city had gained just 37 officers, 
according to data secured by this 
newspaper via a Freedom Of In-
formation Act [FOIA] request. 

Perhaps more stunning is that 
since his promise was made, 17 of 
the city’s 22 police districts have 
lost manpower, not gained it.

Back in Sept. of 2016 Mayor 
Emanuel promised that the city 
would replace every cop who re-
tires and will further increase the 
department’s manpower by 1,000 
cops overall before the end of 
2018.

But the city’s own data--com-
paring manpower on the day of 
Mayor Emanuel’s promise with the 
day of our request for information 
(July 21)--shows the city is falling 
far short. Graduating classes have 
been barely big enough to keep up 
with retirements and hundreds of 
promotions, the numbers show.

Since Mayor Emanuel made his 
promise, Chicagoans have been 

Nearly a year after mayor 
promised 1,000 more cops, 

Chicago gains 37
Most districts  
have lost officers

bombarded with a seemingly end-
less river of footage showing the 
mayor at CPD graduation ceremo-
nies, and jogging with legions of 
new recruits. But, as of July 21, all 
of the hype had resulted in the ad-
dition of just 37 officers.

Another promise, to increase 
the number of detectives by 266 
is faring better, with the depart-
ment’s three detective divisions 
increasing by a total of 174 inves-
tigators since last September.

Police units that saw the great-
est increases in strength were the 
Area North and Area Central de-
tective units; the recruit training 
division; and the Area Central Bu-
reau of Patrol.

The Alternate Response Sec-
tion—officers who take police 
reports over the phone—lost the 
most officers of all ongoing units, 
dropping by 39.

cops see p. 16

The Chicago Dept. of Transpor-
tation started work on the rehabil-
itation project for the  pedestrian 
underpass at Division under Lake 
Shore Dr. Sept. 5. Apart from con-
crete  repairs, the tunnel will also 
receive electrical upgrades. 

The project will include  con-
crete  repairs to both the west 
stair entrance landing and center 
entrance; six concrete  expansion 
repairs within the tunnel, followed 

by patch and replacement of the 
concrete ceiling.

Curb/gutter and sidewalk re-
placements will also be under-
taken along with sandblasting and 
painting  of walls, ceiling, stair-
ways and railings.

After the concrete dries the City 
will power wash walls and ceil-
ings, reseal floors followed by 
cleaning and re-lamping of the ex-
isting 16 metal light fixtures with 

City workers show Ald. Brian Hopkins [2nd] the work that is to be undertaken on the Division underpass.

Work on Division St. underpass underway

new conduits.
As a public  safety matter, the 

project was delayed until after the 
Labor Day weekend in order to 
preserve a critical passageway 
from the lakefront  to the arterial 
streets during large-scale events, 
such as the recent Air and Water 
Show. Work is expected  to last 
through the month of September.

In Sept. of 2016 Mayor Rahm Emanuel promised that the city would replace 
every police officer who retires, and further, would increase the department’s 
manpower by 1,000 officers overall before the end of 2018.

The Chicago Park District 
[CPD] has begun renovation of 
their 105-year-old field house at 
Holstein Park, 2200 N. Oakley. 
The construction is estimated to 
last nine months, but will bring 
many long-need improvements.

These include completely re-
building new men’s and women’s 
locker rooms. Adding two new 
multi-purpose rooms on the first 
floor, and a new family restroom 
that opens onto the pool area; a 
new roof, skylights, gutters, and 
downspouts; cleared underground 
sewer and water lines to prevent 
flooding; new handicapped-acces-
sible ramps to the pool area, plus 
emergency gates, and an enclosed 
trash area.

According to the CPD the proj-
ect is going to be expensive, and 
messy and much of the first floor 
will not be useable, but they’re 
going to do everything they can 
to keep the field house open. The 
Holstein Park Field House is but 
one of 20 aging CPD facilities to 
get a share of $26 million in im-
provements as part of a new “Save 
Chicago’s Treasures” city initia-
tive.

The CPD received grant money 
from the Illinois Dept. of Natural 
Resources and added it to their 

Holstein Park renovations underway
River Park and Lincoln Park 
Cultural getting fixes too

own capital funds to be used to up-
grade the field house and grounds. 
The state funding had been frozen 
since 2015, but was available after 
being released by the state of Il-
linois.

The other North Side Park field 
houses also getting upgrades in-
clude River Park field house, at 
5100 N. Francisco Ave., and the 
Lincoln Park Cultural Center, 
2045 N. Lincoln Park West.

At Holstein the roof work will 
be staggered to permit use of the 
second floor gyms, and kids pro-
grams will be accessible on the 
second floor through the main lob-
by. The ground floor construction 
will be extensive, and the heavy 
cranes needed for the roof repair 
will likely be brought in over the 
playing fields.

Central to the renovation is the 
complete demolition of the cur-
rent men’s and women’s locker 

rooms. New locker facilities, toi-
lets, showers, sinks, plumbing, 
and fixtures will be installed in a 
new configuration that allows new 
space for activity rooms.

During construction, the lock-
er room areas will be sealed off 
from the existing lobby to control 
dust and noise. There will also be 
a short period when the area is 
sealed off to remove old asbestos 
materials.

Work on the roof repair and 
ground floor renovation will pro-
ceed simultaneously, with the 
roof slated for completion in mid-
December and the field house re-
opening set for May 2018.

Those who may have ideas for 
how to use the new activity rooms, 
or want to participate in the Hol-
stein Park’s renovation, contact 
the Friends of Holstein Park at 

holstein see p. 16

Graduating classes have 
been barely big enough 

to keep up with  
retirements and  

hundreds of promotions, 
the numbers show.

Holstein Park, 2200 N. Oakley. 
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Do you have many apps on you 
laptop or mobile phone? Some are 
almost indispensable today.

I know many Chicagoans have 
the CTA bus schedule app that lets 
them know when the next bus they 
want will arrive. What would we 
do without it?

There are apps for every con-
ceivable necessity, I am told. But 
some people are waiting for more 
than the next bus.

Do you remember how you first 
met you spouse?

Was it love at first sight?
Did they take getting used to?
Can you remember if some 

well-meaning friend set you up? 
How did that introduction come 
about?

Maybe you went to school to-
gether. Sitting next to each other 
in second grade. Or lived on the 
same block. In the same neigh-
borhood. Or attended the same 
church. 

Maybe your families were 
friends, or some cousin intervened 
to connect you two?

Or maybe you met on a cruise. 
Or on an air plane. The elevator at 
work. Or you were swept off your 
feet by someone at the office?

Most stories about such en-
counters involve some human in-
tervention. Your own or those of 
another.

That’s just how it was done. 
Someone who thinks they know 
you spots someone else that they 
think you might like. A good part-
ner. Maybe they saw some com-
mon interests or like mindedness. 

Don’t waste time hunting and gathering in the dating forest;  
love apps now the newest trend

Maybe they thought you’d hit it 
off. You know, “She loves base-
ball. He loves baseball. These two 
were made for each other.”

But most of these questions, to-
day, seem like they are out of an 
old movie. It just doesn’t work 
that way anymore. At least ac-
cording to the Sunday New York 
Times’ wedding announcements 
in the Style Section.

I am fascinated by the narratives 
that they frame for the couple. 
Like an obituary, only meatier. 
More intense, if you take the time 
to read between the lines. Is the 
nation’s paper of record restruc-
turing marriage (and dating)? Or 
have the notices in the Style Sec-
tion been reshaped by how people 
now conduct courtship and mar-
riage?

The nuptials that the Times re-
ports are just a small portion of 
marriages in the nation, people go 
out of their way to receive a men-
tion in their paper. Everyone is ba-
sically asked the same questions, 
though, so that the narratives are 
pretty much the same. But if your 
great-grandfather wasn’t governor 
of Alabama, or your mother’s fam-
ily didn’t go down on the Titanic, 
or if your father didn’t discover 
the cure for the common cold, all 
stories are not equal.

But you have to ask the ques-
tion, what are we being told about 
how those with the best opportu-
nities and advantage among us in 
America actually do dating and 
marriage? The answer transcends 
religion, race, sexual preference, 
economics, national geography, 
politics and most of all education.

I have spent my summer Sun-
days religiously fine-combing the 
wedding announcements in the 
Times. I have learned a lot about 
younger Americans and how they 
see Marriage. And how it is cel-
ebrated. But most of all, how the 
couple got there in the first place. 

It’s not Romeo and Juliet. But 
it’s also not your mother setting 

By Thomas J. O’Gorman

you up with that nice boy from the 
gas station either. 

A large number of these nuptials 
came about because the couple 
met by the use of an app. A device 
of social media that makes it eas-
ier to find someone to date. It is a 
needle locator amid the haystacks. 
We all need to know just how this 
service works. I have many friends 
whose lives may have been infi-
nitely happier if they had the use 
of an app when they were on the 
lookout for a spouse.

Each Sunday the Times show-
cases about 30 weddings across 
the country, many are in New 
York. But there are always one 
or two Chicago marriages. Espe-
cially among the Northwestern 
crowd. The reporting gives a good 
sense of the trends that are popular 
at the moment for weddings. For 
example, for people with a more 
secular understanding of mar-
riage, they seem always to have a 
close friend or relative willing to 
be fast-track ordained as a Univer-
sal Life minister so that they can 
perform the ceremony. 

Though Catholics, Episcopa-
lians and Jews seem to stick with 
the rules of their faiths and have a 
priest or rabbi do the honors. But 
apps are now the newest trend to 
become part of the narrative of a 
couple’s lives. Is it really handy?

OkCupid, Happn, match.com, 
Coffee Meets Bagel, Tinder, 
Friendster, Bumble, JDate, the 
League and eHarmony seem to be 
the most popular apps in the on-
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line dating services. 
(Usually there’s no charge for 

browsing the photos of singles in 
your area. But they want your date 
of birth and email.) 

They are as fashionable, roman-
tic and almost as traditional, it 
seems, as rose petals strewing the 
white runner up the aisle. They 
easily fit into the story narration 
of the couple’s lives thus far. Like 
place of birth. Here are some ex-
amples.

“The couple met in 2014 on the 
dating app Hinge.” Or, “The cou-
ple met in 2015 through the OkCu-
pid dating website.” Or “The cou-
ple met in 2015 through OkCupid, 
where both had listed ‘Harold and 
Maude’ as their favorite movie.” 
Or “The couple met through the 
League dating app, in July 2015.” 

You get the idea. 
As busy graduate students 

(many are) there just isn’t time to 
waste hunting and gathering in the 
dating forest. Apps, it would seem, 
have taken out the guess work and 
refined the process through which 
you can meet a reliable spouse-to-
be.

In many ways, the wedding an-
nouncement, the nuptial narrative, 
is actually a corporate ad. A pub-
lic proclamation of career success 
thus far. Bride and groom, lets say, 
both went to prep school outside 
of Boston. Or the Univ. of Chicago 
Lab School. Then they both went 
to Harvard as undergrads. Then 
they went to Columbia for law 
school, and returned to Boston to 

snatch up a public policy degree 
back at Harvard at the Kennedy 
School. 

They may at the time of their 
wedding be working in Washing-
ton, working at the Senate. Or 
they may be clerking in the Su-
preme Court. Or in a well-known 
D.C. law firm. The wedding be-
comes, as it were, a resume, or an 
advertisement, clear and concise, 
published in the New York Times. 
CEOs and corporate chiefs take 
notice. See how driven we are. 
Notice how achievement oriented 
we have been? We even used a 
dating app. We are not time wast-
ers. And if your grandfather was 
a person of note in politics, or fi-
nance, or diplomacy, there is room 
for a discrete reminder that public 
service runs in the family. The job 
market, even at that lofty level, is 
fluid.

Don’t get me wrong, couples 
still meet in second grade. Or 
playing the cello in the school or-
chestra. Some folks really want to 
find someone they can date in a 
bar in Chicago, or in a Starbucks 
on the Upper West Side of Man-
hattan. But if you are making the 
corporate structure a part of your 
vows for  your life, apps are the 
best invention since the cell phone 
and inherited money. 

There is a lot to learn by taking 
the time to discover that some-
one else likes “The Catcher in the 
Rye,”or turkey chili, or crossword 
puzzles, or sailboats, or liberal 
politics or babies or Zanex. Some-
times that takes a very long, slow 
process involving phone calls, 
weekend adventures or home 
cooked meals. But if you’re going 

2520 N. Lakeview Avenue, Chicago, IL 60614
773-360-5115  www.cabrinishrinechicago.com

September 14th:  
Opening Reception of “Homage 
to Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini,” 
featuring the work of Italian artist Meo 
Carbone. �e artist will be present. 
Pre-registration for the opening is 
suggested (online on our website or 
by calling 773-360-5115). �e exhibit 
runs until Oct. 22.

September 19th: �e University  
of Notre Dame Liturgical Choir  
will perform a concert in honor of the  
Centenary of Mother Cabrini’s transition 
into eternal life. �is is taking place in  
conjunction with the International Assembly 

of the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 7pm.  
Free will donations will be accepted.

All are welcome to attend.  
More information on all of these events  

can be found on our website: www.cabrininationshrine.org

love apps see p. 10

Are apps the newest trend to become part of the narrative of a couple’s 
lives?
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Ron Hawking brings heart and soul to Apollo Theatre 
When he was 

four-years-o ld , 
entertainer Ron 
Hawking made 
his singing debut 
on TV’s Morris 
B. Sachs Amateur 
Hour, then consid-
ered the “daddy” 
of all amateur 
hours here in Chi-
cago. Believe it or 
not, Hawking still 

has a recording of the performance. 
“I listen to myself and go ‘Wow! That 

was pretty powerful,’” said Hawking, a for-
mer Lincoln Parker who grew up in the Bel-
mont Cragin area. “I was singing in Italian 
and English when I was four, and here I am 
at 68, singing in English and Italian.”

Which, by the way, Hawking does ever-
so-beautifully during his show, “The Men 
and Their Music,” which is celebrating its 
10th anniversary with a run through Oct. 1 
at the Apollo Theater, 2540 N. Lincoln Ave. 
(Spoiler alert: Hawking even plays an audio 
clip of his four-year-old singing). 

The show, produced by the all-talented 
Rob Kolson, originally debuted in 2007, 
and has returned with a refreshed reper-
toire of numbers from Hawking’s musi-
cal mentors, legendary male vocalists and 
songwriters including Tony Bennett, Nat 
King Cole, Bobby Darin, Burt Bacharach 
and more. Hawking brings them all to life 
with a treasure trove of hits that combines 
a variety of personalities and music styles. 
Whether he’s Dean Martin, Sammy Davis 
Jr., Ray Charles, Tom Jones, or Joe Cocker, 
his impressions and his voice are spot on, 
and he perfectly captures the essence of 
those stars, plus more. 

“It’s a baby boomers show,” said Hawk-
ing, a 2015 Grammy nominee, 2015 Gold 
Coast Award winner and 2014 Chicago Mu-

sic Awards Lifetime Achievement Award 
winner.  “It’s the music and memories 
we’ve lived. It’s part of our generation.” 

Hawking was exposed to that music 
early in life, as his parents loved to sing. 
The family would cruise around in their ’62 
Chevy, belting out tunes. Since then, he has 
majored in music at college, hit the road 
with his after-college band, The New Era, 
done commercials, voiceovers (including 
the “Siskel and Ebert Show”), jingles -- 
you name it -- including working at the old 
Universal Recording studio at Walton and 
Rush. He studied improv at Second City 
and has appeared in a couple of movies (he 
has two coming out in 2018 too: “Molly-
wood,” and “Widows”)

He also scored big with his 1998 Frank 
Sinatra tribute, “His Way: A Tribute to the 
Man and the Music,” which ran for several 
years at the NBC Tower downtown. And 
when he recently received a call from his 
agent, as well as Rob Kolson, suggesting a 
10th anniversary celebration of “The Men 

and Their Music,” which evolved from the 
Sinatra homage, “It was like Ok, dust off 
the music,” said Hawking. “I had to change 
this or that. It’s a mountain of work.” 

Asked if he had a favorite song from 
“The Men and Their Music,” as there are 
so many great ones he said “Everything I 
put in this show, it’s all music that I love.”  

“How do you pick which one of your 
kids is your favorite?” he asked. “If I had 
to pick, I’d pick my newest musical child, 
‘Knights in White Satin.’” 

So here is where the Italian comes back 
in. Hawking sings an amazing version of the 
Moody Blues’ “Knights in White Satin,” in 
Italian, with a voice so rich that it flabber-
gasted me. And the second song he sings in 
Italian a bit later in the show, “The Prayer,” 

performed with backup singer Kathy Spar-
renberger, gave me goosebumps. 

“That song touches my heart as well,” 
Hawking said of “The Prayer.”  “I always 
believe what comes from my heart goes to 
the heart of my audience.” 

Besides my admiration for Hawking as 
a musical genius, I also admire him for a 
more personal reason. In 1995, Hawking 
was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s Lymphoma 
and shifted focus from performance to treat-
ment for a year, going from being a patient 
to being a cancer survivor. 

“You get through it and you never forget 
it,” said Hawking. “The sky is bluer, the 
grass is greener. You never want to stray 
too far from appreciating life, living, fam-
ily, friends and even my work. I’ve been 
blessed to be able to continue my life’s 
work as long as I have.” 

After the performance, I bought a copy of 
his Christmas CD, as it has “The Prayer,” 
on it. It was Christmas in September as I 
listened to it while driving home and that 
particular song tore at my heart just as it had 
when it was sung during the show. 

After seeing Hawking once again, I feel 
like we’re the ones who are blessed to call 
this talented hometown boy our own. Let’s 
keep Hawking home for the holidays and try 
and extend this wonderful musical feast. 

I can’t think of a sweeter, more uplifting 
gift -- for Christmas, Hanukah, a birthday, 
or just to have some good old-fashioned fun 
-- than tix to see “The Men and Their Mu-
sic,” at a local, tip-top community theater.  

A fistful of Alice … “I’m a big fan of Al-
ice Cooper,” explained Bill Morton, presi-
dent of the Rogers Park Chamber of Com-
merce. “The first album that I was really 
into was his ‘Greatest Hits’ cassette. 

Heart  
of the ‘Hood
By Felicia Dechter

FREE PARKING
in all of�cial arena parking lots with ticket purchase.

Visit arena website for details.

DisneyOnIce.com17
01
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SEPT 28 – OCT 1ALLSTATE ARENA
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Ron Hawking, whose don’t miss show, “The Men and Their Music,” celebrates its 10th anniver-
sary with a run at the Apollo Theater in Lincoln Park.

“It’s the music and memories 
we’ve lived. It’s part of  

our generation.”
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The Home Front 
By Don DeBat

Condo-mania!
420 W. Belmont #8E, CORNER 1BR w/BALCONY  $169,900

420 W. Belmont #28F, Rehabbed 1BR    $149,900

300 N. State #2608, MARINA CITY 1BR   $219,900

3821 N. Narragansett # 2W, CORNER 2BR w/BALCONY  $119,900

Condomania!

773.770.7002

3200 N. Lake Shore DR Unit 603   
This Harbor House west-facing 1 BR has approximately 900 sq. ft., large living room, 
separate dining area, terrific closet space. White modern cabinetry, Quartz counters, 
Stainless Steel appliances, porcelain tile, updated bath w/ Quartz counter, under-mount 
sink, porcelain tile. Full-amenity bldg. with 24-HR doorman, indoor pool, fitness center, pet 
friendly. Owner has pre-paid monthly assessment until the end of 2017.

3150 N Sheridan Rd Unit 4C
Upgraded 1350 sq. ft., 2 bed/2bath condo; including wood flooring/baseboards; Master 
Bedroom carpet; Master Bathroom shower, vanity & sink; remodeled kitchen; freshly 
painted throughout. Kitchen is light & bright with a southern exposure window and open to 
a large living room and dining room. Escape to an outdoor space without leaving the unit by 
walking onto the large 15 foot balcony off the Living Room, with views of Belmont Harbor.

3500 N Lake Shore Dr Unit 15D
Elegant 1920’s Co-Op waiting for further Restoration. This 2 bedroom + Den, 2 Full Bath-
rooms preferred unit has both East & West Exposures with outstanding Lake views. Wide 
Gallery Entry, leads you to Large Living Room with beautiful decorative Fireplace, Spacious 
Formal Dining Room. Space Pac A/C , and In-Unit Washer/Dryer Hookups.

SOLD

Bidets, Toilets, Jacuzzis,  
Sinks, Vanities, Medicine Cabinets &  
Stainless Steel Restaurant Supply

CALL 773-772-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave. 

101supplyOK@gmail.com

A-A SALVAGE
Plumbing Liquidation 

WASH YOUR FACE

WASH YOUR BOTTOM

Prospective home and condo-
minium buyers who have been 
sitting on the fence for months 
waiting for a buying opportunity 
should get their house-hunting act 
in gear this autumn.

A narrow window now is open 
for buyers and families seeking to 
refinance with bargain-rate home 
loans—the lowest interest charges 
this year, experts say.

Benchmark 30-year fixed mort-
gages nationwide declined to an 
average of 3.78% on Sept. 7 from 
3.82% a week earlier. It was the 
third week in a row rates declined, 
dropping home-loan rates to a 
year-to-date low, reported Freddie 
Mac’s Primary Mortgage Market 
Survey. A year ago, 30-year fixed 
loans averaged 3.44%.

“The 10-year Treasury yield 
fell nine basis points last week, 
reaching a new 2017 low for a 
second consecutive week,” noted 
Sean Becketti, chief economist for 
Freddie Mac. “The 30-year mort-
gage rate followed, dropping four 
basis points to a year-to-date low 
of 3.78%.”

Fifteen-year fixed home loans 
averaged 3.08% on Sept. 7, down 
from 3.12% a week earlier. A year 
ago, the 15-year loan rate aver-
aged 2.76%. 

At the end of 2016—following 
the election of President Donald 
Trump, and a Federal Reserve 
Board interest rate hike—bench-
mark 30-year loans spiked to 
4.3%.

Another hike in the federal-
funds rate by the Fed’s Open Mar-
ket Committee is forecast for De-
cember, so an increase in lending 
rates likely will occur during the 

holidays, analysts say.
Mortgage rates hit a historical 

rock bottom on Nov. 21, 2012, 
when the benchmark 30-year fixed 
mortgage average fell to 3.31%, 
while 15-year fixed loans edged 
downward to 2.63%, Freddie Mac 
reported.

Homeowners who financed 
their home or condominium pur-
chase with an adjustable-rate 
mortgage especially should be 
shopping now to refinance into 
the safe haven of a fixed-rate loan, 
experts advise.

On June 14, the Fed voted to 
raise the federal-funds rate—
which is what banks charge each 
other for overnight loans—by a 
quarter of a percentage point to a 
range of 1% to 1.25%.

This is the second time the Fed 
has raised rates in 2017, and at 
least one more rate hike is forecast 
for this year because the nation’s 
job market is improving and infla-
tion is on the rise, economists say.

Rates on one-year adjustable-
rate mortgages (ARMs) are modi-
fied annually based on short-term 
interest rates. So, if a homeown-
er’s ARM rate currently is 4%, 
the three quarter-point Fed hikes 
in 2017 likely would push the 
loan rate to 4.75% when it adjusts 
in 2018. That rate jump would 
boost the monthly payment on a 
$200,000 loan by $84.

With interest rates on the rise, 
holding on to an ARM loan is not 
a good idea. The Fed is forecasting 
three more rate hikes in 2018, and 
three or four increases in 2019.

If each increase is a quarter of a 
percentage point, theoretically that 
4% ARM loan could be adjusted 
upward three times to 6.5%, driv-
ing up monthly payments by more 

than $250 on that $200,000 mort-
gage by 2020.

Because 30-year fixed-rate 
mortgages are pegged to 10-year 
U.S. Treasury bond interest rates, 
they are only indirectly affected 
when the Fed increases its short-
term federal-funds rates.

However, on June 15—the day 
after the Fed’s rate hike-average 
30-year fixed mortgages inched 
upwards to 3.91% from 3.89% 
a week earlier, reported Freddie 
Mac.

Thirty-year fixed mortgage 
rates generally have moved lower 
in recent weeks. On March 9, the 
benchmark rate hit 4.21%, the 
highest mark of 2017.

With interest rising at the end of 
2016, homeowners seized the op-
portunity to refinance their mort-
gages and locked in fixed-rate 
loans.

Some 883,836 refinanced loans 
totaling $246 billion were origi-
nated in the fourth quarter of 2016, 
reported ATTOM Data Solutions’ 
U.S. Residential Property Loan 
Origination Report. That’s a 20% 
increase in loans, and a 27% hike 
in dollar volume from the previ-
ous year.

More than 3.3 million refi-
nances and over 2.7 million home 
purchases were originated in all of 
2016, according to the report.

Some economists have predict-
ed that 30-year home-loan rates 
could rise as high as 4.5% by the 
end of 2018. However, if inflation 

Window could close  
on bargain-rate mortgages by the end of year
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heats up, 30-year fixed-rate loans 
could hit or surpass 5% in 2019, 
some analysts say.

If you are planning to buy a 
home or condo before higher rates 
price you out of the market, there 
are a few facts you should know:

• History is on your side. On the 
positive side, home-loan rates still 
are historically low. The annual 
average rate from 1972 through 
2011 was higher than current 
rates. In 1999, benchmark 30-year 
mortgage rates were 8.15%. In 
June of 2003, lenders were charg-
ing an average of 5.21%. That’s 
an interest rate borrowers may see 
again in 2019.

• Lower down payments avail-
able. New programs at Freddie 
Mac and Fannie Mae allow the 
secondary mortgage market gu-
rus to purchase loans from lenders 
with lower 3% to 5% down pay-
ments, opening homeownership to 
more first-time buyers.

• More lenient credit scores. The 
average FICO score for home buy-
ers obtaining mortgages backed 
by Freddie Mac currently is 750, 
a relatively high score. However, 
if a borrower is approved for a 
Federal Housing Administration-
insured (FHA) loan, the score av-
erages only 700. 

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat is 
co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 - 9:30 AM
Inspection and Registration Friday, Sept. 15 – 9 am to 3 pm

And Auction Day from 8:30 am • 1100 S. 25th Ave., Bellwood, IL  60104
(35) Trucks - Box, Dump, Flatbed, Pickup, Stakebed, Utility; (13) Trailers –

Econoline, PJ tilt, Eagle, Trail King, Belshe, Towmaster, Forte, Flatbeds, Tan-
dem axles, Ramps, Beaver tails; (3) Skidsteers - Case SV300, Case SR250,

Bobcat S750; (2) Air compressors - Sullair 185, Doosan C185; Leeboy 8515C
Paver; Dynapac 15 ton roller; IR Diesel Generator. 

No Buyers Fee – 10.5 % Sales Tax
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OBENAUF AUCTION SERVICE, Inc.
847-546-2095 - www.ObenaufAuctions.com

Round Lake, IL #444.000105

The Swedish American Mu-
seum, 5211 N. Clark St., pur-
chased the three-story build-
ing on its north side Sept. 8 for 
future expansion. “On the heels 
of the return of our rooftop 
water tank, this opportunity 
to grow is exciting to us,” said 
Executive Director Karin Moen 
Abercrombie.

Planning has begun for even-
tual use of the facility when the 
leases of current occupants 
expire. In addition to the retail 
storefront at 5217 N. Clark St., 
apartments are located on the 
second and third floors.

The acquisition is indepen-
dent of current Museum im-
provements at 5211 that are 
supported by the 40th Anni-
versary Campaign. Commercial 
financing was secured to make 
the purchase.

Abercrombie stressed the 
cultural impact of museum en-
largement on enhancing the 
Scandinavian character of the 
historic community, where in 
recent years some local Swed-
ish businesses have closed.

“We are excited with this 
chance to help continue the 
work of making Andersonville 
a wonderful neighborhood 
with a significant history,” she 
said, noting that the expansion 
will add almost 20% street-lev-
el presence for the Museum.

Architecturally, the adjoin-
ing buildings are remarkably 
similar. The 5217 structure was 
built by Swedish architect An-
ders (Andrew) Norman in 1914. 
Sources suggest that he may 
have been involved in design-
ing the original 5211 build-
ing. He also was the architect 
for nearby Ebenezer Lutheran 
Church in 1904.

Swedish Museum 
adds space  

for expansion

Homeowners who financed their home purchase with an adjustable-rate 
mortgage should now be shopping to refinance into the safe haven of a fixed-
rate loan, experts advise.

If each increase is  
a quarter of a percentage 
point, theoretically that 
4% ARM loan could be 
adjusted upward three 

times to 6.5%, driving up 
monthly payments  
by more than $250  
on that $200,000  

mortgage by 2020.



inside Publications september 13 - september 19, 2017 • 5

It’s no competition.
Only XFINITY delivers 

what others can’t.

Go to x�nity.com, call 1-800 XFINITY
or visit your local XFINITY Store.

XFINITY gives you the best TV and Internet 
experience. Enjoy the fastest speeds and the 
most in-home WiFi coverage throughout your 
home. Plus, get more of the entertainment you 
love – at home and on the go.

Net�ix on X1 □

More to stream to any screen □

Best in-home WiFi experience □

Download DVR recordings from anywhere □

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Netflix streaming membership required. 
Actual speeds vary and are not guaranteed. WiFi claim based on March 2016 study by 
Allion Test Labs, Inc. Call for restrictions and complete details.  
© 2017 Comcast. All rights reserved. 

XF-HSI-Ad_InsidePub_0817_V2.indd   1 8/29/17   11:21 AM

5739 N. Ravenswood  |  FiresideChicago.com

Hot Food at Your Front Door

WE DELIVER

773-561-7433

Theater on the Lake re-opens
Year-round event space will host 
theater, music performances,  
special events

City officials joined performance artists to 
reopen the recently renovated Theater on the 
Lake (TOTL) at Fullerton and the Lakefront. 

The historic building has been transformed 
from a summer programming site to a year-
round performance and special events venue. 
TOTL is a 19,000 square foot lakefront ven-
ue that now includes a performance area for 
theater and music, a restaurant, two private 
event spaces and an outdoor patio. 

The facility will be operated by Rogers 
Park resident John Wrenn 
and Lakefront Hospitality 
who will run the 125-seat 
restaurant in the space at 
2401 N. Lake Shore Dr.

The $6 million renova-
tion started late last year 
and now offers a 330-seat 
performance space along 
with the Lakefront restau-
rant along with a 100-seat 
patio with a view of the 
skyline to the south.

The historic aesthetics 
of the 1920 structure have 
been maintained. The terra 
cotta roof has been replaced, 
more efficient electrical and 
HVAC systems and new plumbing have been 
installed and windows enable year-round use. 
An elevator has been installed for ADA ac-
cessibility to all levels of the facility.  

The property was redesigned as a versatile, 
multi-use venue for performances and spe-
cial events. Renovations to the performance 
space included a new permanent stage with 
professional lighting and sound systems, an 
enclosed lobby and box office and dressing 
rooms. 

The venue now also has includes private 
event space, a restaurant with a state-of-the-
art commercial kitchen and a full bar, outdoor 
seating and indoor restrooms. The south end 
of the lakefront terrace will accommodate 
al fresco dining and additional private event 
rentals. 

Designed in 1913 and constructed in 1920, 
the Theatre on the Lake was originally built 
as the Chicago Daily News Fresh Air Fund 
Sanitarium. It was preceded by two succes-
sive open-air “floating hospitals” in Lincoln 
Park that were built between the 1870s and 

the 1900s on piers on Lake Michigan. 
The breezes through these wooden shelters 

were believed to cure babies suffering from 
tuberculosis and other diseases. In 1914, the 
Chicago Daily News offered to fund a more 
permanent sanitarium building. Constructed 
in 1920 on a landfill area, the impressive 
Prairie style structure was one of several 
Lincoln Park buildings designed by Dwight 
H. Perkins of the firm Perkins, Fellows, and 
Hamilton. 

The impressive Fresh Air Sanitarium 
building was constructed in brick with a steel 
arched pavilion with 250 basket baby cribs, 
nurseries and rooms for older children. Free 

health services, milk and lunches were pro-
vided to more than 30,000 children each sum-
mer until 1939, when the sanitarium closed.

Major reconstruction of Lake Shore Dr. 
led to the demolition of the building’s front 
entrance. During World War II, the structure 
became an official recreation center for the 
United Service Organization (USO). The 
Chicago Park District converted the building 
to Theatre on the Lake in 1953.

“I am thrilled to see Theater on the Lake’s 
transformation from the summer perfor-
mance space I first visited 15 years ago, to 
the incredibly unique year-round venue it is 
today,” said Mayor Rahm Emanuel. “The un-
paralleled lakefront views make this one-of-
a-kind destination for performances, celebra-
tions and special occasions.” 

TOTL recently completed its 65th season 
this summer and its fifth production with 
The Chicago Park District’s Night Out in 
the Parks. During construction, the TOTL 

theater see p. 14

Designed in 1913 and constructed in 1920, the Theatre on the Lake was originally built as the 
Chicago Daily News Fresh Air Fund Sanitarium, in 1953 it was converted into a lakefront theater.

The $6 million renovation offers a Lakefront restaurant along with a 
100-seat patio with a view of the skyline to the south.
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12:15 p.m.
Parking at Senn High School

“Although my favorite songs 
come from this classic collection 
of earlier hits, I can also really get 
into some of his newer songs and 
deeper cuts,” said Morton. “The 
first time that I saw him perform 
live was at the Riviera Theater in 
1989.”  

When Morton got word at the 
Chamber office that Alice Cooper 
would be at Millennium Park for 
the movie “Wayne’s World” an-
niversary screening last week, he 
immediately asked his intern, Tru-
dy Leong, to put the event in the 
schedule book. “On the day of, I 
put on my suit coat and tie, and 
said to her ‘Let’s go meet Alice 
Cooper!” said Morton. 

”We arrived about 6:35 p.m., 
and Alice was already speak-
ing about the movie at  Jay Pritz-
ker Pavilion,” reported Morton. 
“Upon his exit from the stage, we 
went around and spoke with his 
limo driver, and out came Alice 
himself! The moment was as sur-
real as one of his music videos. 

”When we spoke, he looked at 
my suit and asked “What public 
office are you running for?”  I told 
him that I get asked that all the 
time, as I presented my business 
card. 

“We had a little conversation 
for a while… After our conversa-
tion, I sang the line from his song, 
‘I want to be elected!’ He smiled 
about that before the limo drove 
away.

”It really made my day to meet 
up with the legend,” said Morton. 
“Despite the song title, in person, 
he is Mr. Nice Guy.” 

Artists’ reception at Spertus… 
The exhibit Outside Inside: Ex-
ploring Boundaries and Otherness, 
will showcase new works created 
by Spertus Institute’s Midwest 
Jewish Artists Lab, a year-long 
initiative bringing together 12 lo-
cal artists for workshops, study, 
and critiques at  Spertus Institute, 
610 S. Michigan Ave., where 
the Ground Level Arts Lab gallery 
is free and open to the public. 

Outside Inside, on display 
through Jan. 7, will open with 
a free reception 4 to 6 p.m. Sept. 
17. You can meet the artists -- who 
are from the city and a few sub-
urbs -- and enjoy remarks and re-
freshments.

During the course of this year’s 
program, each participant created 
an artwork or series around the 
theme of “boundaries.” The result-
ing work encompasses an array of 
media and approaches, including 

installation, painting, photogra-
phy, sculpture, and new media.

Shop ’til you drop… for a great 
cause at The Founders’ Board of 
Lurie Children’s Hospital’s event, 
The Designer Closet. Chanel bags, 
Jimmy Choo heels and Lanvin 
evening wear are among the vast 
collection of designer pieces avail-
able for sale at a weekend pop-up 
shop where shoppers can explore 
racks of designer secondhand ap-
parel and accessories, generously 
donated by friends and supporters 
of the Board.  

The event will be held at the 
900 North Michigan Shops, start-
ing with a cocktail reception 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. which seg-
ues into the Shopping Preview at 
7:15 p.m. The pop up shop will be 
open to the public from 10 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Sept. 15 and 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Sept. 16. 

Proceeds from this year’s event 
will support the Board’s fundrais-
ing commitment to the Division of 
Academic General Pediatrics and 
Matthew M. Davis, MD, MAPP, 
head of the Division.

Felicia Dechter can be reached 
at write12@comcast.net.

hawking from p. 3

(Left) Rogers Park Chamber of Commerce president Bill Morton rubbed elbows recently with rock icon Alice Cooper 
at the Pritzker Pavilion. Photo by Trudy Leong (Right) A piece from the Spertus exhibit.

Do you believe in second 
chances? 

Do you yourself need a second 
chance?

For those who’ve made mis-
takes in life, then paid their debt 
to society, and have since been a 
law-abiding member of their com-
munity, may now get that second 
chance to live a life of full poten-
tial at an upcoming Expungement 
and Sealing Summit. 

The Summit, co-sponsored 
by  Circuit Court Clerk Dorothy 
Brown and Ald. Joe Moore [49th] 
will take place 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 7, at Gale School, 
1631 W. Jonquil.

An expungement summit is an 
opportunity for law abiding indi-
viduals to receive a second chance 
and remove a major impediment 
to obtaining a job and other op-
portunities to become a produc-
tive member of society as a new 
law allows more felonies to be 
sealed.

Before the Aug. 24 passage of 
HB 2373 in Springfield, only nine 
felony convictions were eligible 
for sealing. Now, this new law al-
lows every felony to be eligible 
for relief,  with only four excep-
tions: DUIs and reckless driv-

Who needs a second chance?
Expungement and Sealing 
Summit Oct. 7  
at Gale School

ing, animal crimes, sex offenses 
(exception prostitution and mis-
demeanor public indecency), and 
domestic battery and violations 
of orders of protection. All other 
felony and misdemeanor convic-
tions are eligible.

At the summit, volunteer attor-
neys from Cabrini Green Legal 

Aid (CGLA) will assist individu-
als in filling out applications for 
petitions for expungement and 
sealing and address any other le-
gal concerns. The petitions will 
be filed with the Circuit Court 
Clerk’s office and submitted to the 
arresting agencies and prosecutors 
for review. A Circuit Court judge 
ultimately determines whether to 
grant an application.

To expedite the preparation and 

filing of the petition, individuals 
should bring to the Summit their 
“rap sheet” and full criminal his-
tory. For Chicago cases, individu-
als may obtain their rap sheet by 
requesting a “Right to Access and 
Review” at the Chicago Police 
Dept. headquarters, 3510 S. Mich-
igan Ave.  The CPD charges $16 
for obtaining a rap sheet.

Rap sheets may be submitted 
to the Howard Area Employment 
Resource Center, 7637 N. Paulina, 
prior to the event for advance re-
view by CGLA.

Individuals who do not qualify 
for expungement are invited to at-
tend an informational workshop 
conducted by Cabrini Green Le-
gal Aid to learn about Certificates 
of Good Conduct and Relief from 
Disabilities, as well as how to ap-
ply for a letter of clemency and/or 
pardon from the Governor.

The Howard Area Community 
Center Adult Education and Em-
ployment Services and the Safer 
Foundation will provide informa-
tion on employment, job training, 
housing, voter registration and 
other services for ex-offenders.

For additional information 
about the Expungement Sum-
mit, call 773-338-5796 or email 
Wayne Frazier at wayne.frazier@
cityofchicago.org.

An expungement summit 
is an opportunity for law 

abiding individuals to 
receive a second chance 

and remove a major  
impediment to  

obtaining a job and other 
opportunities to become 

a productive member  
of society as a new law 
allows more felonies  

to be sealed.

The Lakeview Chamber of 
Commerce and Special Service 
Area (SSA) 27 are hosting a com-
munity meeting 6-8 p.m. Tuesday, 
Sept. 19, at Saint Luke Church 
Memorial Hall, 1500 W. Belmont 
Ave., to review design concepts 
for a proposed new public plazas 
beneath the CTA Brown Line ‘L’ 
tracks at Ashland and Paulina, part 
of the Low-Line project. 

The community meeting is open 
to all members of the public where 

Community meeting Sept. 19 
over Lakeview’s  

Low-Line Plaza design
the Chamber and design team will 
unveil draft designs and gather ad-
ditional feedback from those at the 
meeting. The new plaza would be 
paid for by property taxes collect-
ed by SSA 27 who has partnered 
with PORT, a design consultant, to 
develop plans for the site.

Low-Line project promoters 
hope to create a one-of-a-kind lin-
iar (uPVC) plaza under the CTA 
Brown Line that would connect 
Southport Ave. and Paulina St. 
with a continuous, half-mile long 
walkway and garden beneath the 
noisy ‘L’ tracks. 

The project was first introduced 
in the 2011 Lakeview Area Mas-
ter Plan as a means of connect-
ing the neighborhood’s unique 
sub-districts and beautifying the 
neighborhood. The Chamber and 
SSA hope the new amenities situ-
ated below the tracks will create a 
more positive experience for resi-
dents and visitors alike.
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The Bolon Law Offices is 
again spearheading an end-of-
summer shoe donation drive.

The father-and-son law 
practice is hosting a summer 
shoe donation drive for So-
les4Souls, a nonprofit global 
social enterprise committed 
to fighting poverty through 
the collection and distribu-
tion of shoes and clothing. 
New or gently worn pairs of 
shoes can be dropped off at 
both of the firm’s office in 
the Marquette Building, 140 
S. Dearborn St., Suite 1610.

Soles4Souls aims is to 
eradicate extreme poverty 
by 2050. Children every day 
are prevented from attending 
school and adults are unable 
to work as walking becomes 
unbearable, which perpetu-
ates the cycle of poverty. To 
date, Soles4Souls has col-
lected and distributed more 
than 30 million pairs of shoes 
to those in need in 127 coun-
tries around the world and all 
50 states in the U.S.

For more information visit 
https://soles4souls.org/get-
involved/.

Got some  
spare shoes?
Shoes needed to aid 

poverty-stricken
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BY BOB KITSOS

They were all there … Jacob, 
Rizzo, Bandit, Cosmo, Howard, 
Bailey, Mookie, Ryder and Wil-
lye. No, it wasn’t a Hell’s Angels 
reunion or pick-up softball game, 
but the official opening of Edge-
water’s new dog park. 

The un-named park is located 
on Bryn Mawr, just east of the 
viaduct and Lake Shore Dr. The 
approximate 1,500 square foot, 
fenced-off area was a welcoming 
space for canines and their owners 
on a picture-perfect morning last 
Saturday. 

More than 50 dog owners heard 
Ald. Harry Osterman [48th] tell 
the crowd, “This park is here be-
cause of all of you hounding me 
for the park and the work of Patti 
Colandrea, owner of the Bark 
Bark Club.” 

The dogs themselves seemed 
more interested in keeping this 
piece of turf a squirrel-free zone.

The new park replaces Edge-
water’s former official dog park 
at Foster Beach that was washed 

Canines pause at Edgewater’s new dog park
Dog owners also give park 
a thumbs-up

away by rising lake levels in 
2015.

While the Foster Beach park 
featured a Winslow Homer feel 
with sand and water, the new park 
has more of a Joyce Kilmer ambi-
ance with soft green grass, trees, 
shade and benches.  

Park rules are clearly posted on 
the park’s entrance, including no 
more than three dogs per person. 
Dogs must be healthy, licensed 
and have a Chicago Park District 
[CPD] permit to visit the park as 
well as a tag issued by participating 
veterinarians. Dogs with a known 
history of, or who exhibit danger-
ous behavior are prohibited. Also, 
dogs must be leashed prior to and 

(Left) Beagles and boxers, poodles, pugs and pomeranians were just some of the many breeds that enjoyed the Sept. 9 outing in the new dog park on Bryn Mawr, just east of Lake Shore Dr.
Photo by Bob Kitsos (Right) The new dog park, located on Bryn Mawr just east of the viaduct on Lake Shore Dr., is conducive for dogs to romp while their owners relax. Photo courtesy of the 48th 
Ward office

upon leaving the dog-friendly area 
and, of course, owners must clean 

up after their pets.
In January, Ald. Osterman made 

an announcement that, as a result 
of an agreement with the CPD, a 
dog park would be added by the 
summer. At that time, he described 
the park as a pilot project and said 
the area would be monitored to de-
termine how the grass held up and 
how the park was maintained. The 
park has trash cans for dog owners 
for clean-up duties, but there is no 
pet water facility at this time. 

The park’s soft opening was in 
late July, and early reports have 
been favorable, according to the 
alderman. The CPD will be re-
sponsible for the maintenance, but 
a volunteer leadership committee 
is being formed to manage the 
park.

Ald. Osterman said, “This park 
will help build the community, 
add a safety factor to the area and 
help the economic development 

Ald. Harry Osterman officially opened the 1,500 sq. ft.,off-leash dog park to 
cheers from neighborhood dog owners.                         Photo by Bob Kitsos

along Bryn Mawr.”

Brief history
Dog parks are the city’s only 

public space in which dogs are 
technically permitted to roam 
off leash, and they are the fastest 
growing segment of city parks. 
There are approximately 570 off-
leash dog parks in the100 largest 
U.S. cities and 23 in Chicago, in-
cluding one in the Lakeview area 
called Wiggly Field and another 
at Montrose Beach called Mon-
dog. Dog parks began in Northern 
California, near Berkley, in the 
mid-1980s.
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bonus applies only to new Cubs or White Sox Checking customers. $100 deposit bonus will be deposited into your Cubs or White Sox Checking 
account by 12/1/17. 3. New money is defined as money not currently held at any Wintrust Community Bank. Personal accounts only. Fees may 
reduce earnings. A maintenance fee of $10.00 will be imposed every quarter if the daily balance on any day of the quarter falls below $200.00. 
Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 6/28/17. The APY of 1.00% will be guaranteed for 12 months from the date account is opened on 
all balances. After 12 months, the rates are variable and subject to change at bank’s discretion. Transaction limitations may apply. Offer expires 
9/30/17. 4. New money is defined as money not currently held at any Wintrust Community Bank. Personal accounts only. Annual Percentage Yield 
(APY) is accurate as of 6/28/17. Initial deposit of $1,000 required. APY assumes funds remain on deposit. Substantial penalty for 
early withdrawal. Offer expires 9/30/17.

PAY      ATM FEES WITH

CUBS CHECKING
Use any ATM nationwide and we’ll refund the fee!1

Only $100 required to open.

G
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directly deposited into your new account when you open a new Cubs Checking Account 
by 9/30/17, enroll in e-statements, and we receive a direct deposit by 10/31/17.2

That’s a lot of hot dogs. You can always go back for seconds though, knowing there 

are zero ATM fees with your Cubs Checking Account. A Cubs card with no ATM 

fees? That makes it easy to sit back and relish a classic baseball snack at the Friendly 

Confines. Show your Cubbie pride with your card, and you’re sure to make friends 

in the concession line. That’s good, because with 17,000 other Chicago-style hot 

dog fans, you’ll be there for a while. 

SUPPORT CHICAGO’S SOUTHSIDE TEAM?
OPEN A WHITE SOX CHECKING ACCOUNT!

HOT DOGS SOLD EACH GAME 
AT WRIGLEY FIELD

CHICAGO’S NEIGHBORHOOD BANKS

Gladstone Park • Logan Square • Loop • Mayfair
Mont Clare • Norridge • Near West • North Center • Old Town • Pilsen
Ravenswood • River North • Rogers Park • Roscoe Village • Streeterville

312-291-2900 | www.wintrustbank.com

BRING IT HOME SAVINGS3

$200 minimum to open. Guaranteed for 12 months. New money only.

1.00 %
APY

18 MONTH CD SPECIAL4

$1,000 minimum to open. New money only.

1.50 %
APY

Ignoring “The Backbone”
Incredibly, most of the units that lost 

significant manpower since the mayor’s 
promise are local districts. Often called the 
“backbone of policing,” Chicago’s 22 po-
lice districts are the front line—handling 
day-to-day patrols and responding to 911 
calls.

In the violence-ripped Englewood Dis-
trict, there are 55 fewer officers than when 
the mayor promised to add 1,000 officers 
citywide. And the 10th (Ogden) District lost 
38 officers; the 4th (South Chicago) lost 27 
and the 2nd (Wentworth) is off by 26.

The 18th District, which protects the 
heart of Chicago’s tourism district between 
the Chicago River, Lake Michigan, and Ful-
lerton lost 21 police officers. The 19th Dis-
trict, spanning from Fullerton to Lawrence 
and the river to the lake, lost 15.

Fewer cops translate directly to slower 
emergency response times and greater fre-
quency of so-called “RAP” events. RAPS, 
or “Radio Assignment Pending” status, 
means that a district does not have any po-
lice officers available to handle incoming 
emergency 911 calls service.

But if you’re frustrated with the fact that 

your local police district is losing officers 
while politicians keep talking about how 
many “new cops” there are, don’t bring it 
up.

Across the city, police commanders, 
nearly all working with fewer officers than 
a year ago, have been instructed to shut up 
about their manpower needs.

At a recent 14th District Community Po-
licing meeting, officers were forbidden to 
speak about district manpower numbers. 
Instead, they bounced the question to an 
alderman who was in attendance.The 14th 
District serves Logan Square, Avondale, 
Bucktown and Wicker Park.

Our reporter’s FOIA letter sought total 
manpower by unit on or about Sept. 21, 
2016, and on July 21, 2017, for comparison. 
Our request, filed on July 21, was answered 
on Sept. 1, two days after CPD says it swore 
in 182 new cops.

cops from p. 1

Across the city, police commanders, nearly all working with fewer officers than a year ago, have 
been instructed to not disclose their manpower shortages to the public.

friendsofholsteinpark@gmail.com.
Besides Holstein Park field house, other 

locations city-wide getting fixes within the 
“Save Chicago’s Treasures” program in-
clude: Archer Park, Austin Town Hall Park, 
Columbus Park, Douglas Park, Dvorak 

holstein from p. 1 Park, Eckhart Park, Fosco Park, Hamilton 
Park, Harrison Park, Hostein Park, La Fol-
lette Park, Lincoln Cultural Park, Mann 
Natatorium, McKinley Park, Palmer Park, 
Ridge Park, River Park, Robichaux Park, 
South Side Cultural Center, and West Pull-
man Park.

The 18th District, which  
protects the heart of  

Chicago’s tourism district  
between the Chicago River, 

Lake Michigan, and Fullerton 
lost 21 police officers.

An iconic public art piece, the Ginny 
Sykes’ Rora mosaic, has been fully restored 
and was reinstalled last week at Erie Terrace 
located at Erie St. and the Chicago River. 

The tile glass mural was commissioned 
in 1998, as part of the construction of Erie 
Terrace, through the City of Chicago’s 
Percent for Art Program. Rora’s consists 
of three mosaic segments - two horizontal 
elements on the upper level reflect eco-
logical and natural elements of the Chicago 
River. These flank the stairway leading to 
the lower level, where the circular center-
piece depicts an abstraction of industry and 
the City, with high-rises, bridges and other 
urban elements. The design also reflects the 
dual nature of the site.

In collaboration with the Chicago Dept. 

of Transportation, Department of Cultural 
Affairs, Wolff Clements and Associates, 
and Chicago Public Art Group, Rora at Erie 
Terrace received an Honor Award from the 
Illinois Chapter of the American Society of 
Landscape Architects in 1999.

Shortly after the project was completed, 
the abutment started cracking, which created 
breaks in the mosaic and caused the tesserae 
to fall out. Repeated repairs were made, but 
the cracks continued to reopen. The mosaic 
was removed in 2011.

Rora has been repaired and mounted to a 
stable background. The mosaic now hangs 
like a painting secured to a wall and the 
City says it will no longer suffer any dam-
age as the infrastructure continues to settle 
and shift.

Mosaic restored and reinstalled  
this week at Erie Terrace

Ginny Sykes’ Rora mosaic before (left) and after (right) restoration.       Photo courtesy of RNRA


