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People all over the world 
have problems. And  
as long as people have 
problems, the blues  
can never die.

—  B. B. King

By Ronald Roenigk

A ruling Sept. 9 by the Circuit 
Court of Cook County upholding 
a Chicago Zoning Board of Ap-
peals [ZBA] decision may have 
created an unintended legal con-
flict between municipal land-use 
rules and state education law.

It has also shined a light on how 
the city can choose to follow their 
own written rules and regulations 
or not depending on who is seek-
ing a favor.

The three counts presented in 
court included judgment over 
official actions that show ZBA 
commissioner Helen Shiller had a 
clear conflict of interest based on 
well-established ethics law, and 
was required to recuse herself 
from a vote. That vote was over 
a proposed marijuana dispensary 
located within a school exclusion 
zone, that Shiller’s son had a fi-
nancial interest in, and that the lo-
cation of the pot shop would be a 
safety hazard in the community.  

Last week, Judge Myron Mack-

off of Chancery Division, found 
in favor of the city on all three 
counts, despite also noting that 
the city was misrepresenting es-
tablished city code, and arguing 
against the city’s own Dept. of 
Law [DOL], and its stated evalua-
tion of a matter before the ZBA. 

This newspaper obtained 
emails showing that Shiller’s vote 
in favor of the pot shop was cast 
against the recommendation of 
the DOL, whose written opinion 
was that the school really was a 
school. 

Despite this explicit written 
guidance from the DOL confirm-
ing the location was illegal—as 
uncovered through public records 
requests—the ZBA voted to ap-
prove the special use permit any-
way. The ZBA appears to have 
simply ignored the city’s rules 
and regulations, and the DOL’s 
opinion, in voting to approve the 
license. 

Indeed in court, the city’s law-
yers argued that the city made an 
“educated guess.” The lawyers 
were then scolded by the judge 
who said the factual measure-
ments were not a guess at all. 

City prevails in Streeterville  
pot shop court case

But has City Hall tossed 
school under the bus?

By Jack Lydon

Friday night lights took on a 
new meaning last week. Night-
time girls’ volleyball on a foot-
ball field between Lane Tech and 
DePaul Prep at DePaul Prep. The 
Rams defeated the Champions in 
two sets, 25-23 and 25-16. 

Perfect conditions made the 
evening great fun for all in at-
tendance. DePaul Prep was able 
to avoid rain and water condensa-
tion on the court that hampered 
play at the recent college volley-
ball event at Wrigley Field.

The teams were basically even 
during the first set. With the De-
Paul Prep Rams maintaining a 
slight lead thorough out and man-
aging to edge the Champions 25-
23. 

The second set was mostly all 
Rams. The play of DePaul Prep 
senior Kalia Kroth stood out 
boosting the Rams to a 10-point 
lead early in the second set.

Rams’ senior Audrey Powers 
came off the bench late in the sec-
ond set and served up two aces to 

put the icing on the victory cake 
and dialing up the energy in sta-
dium.

The Rams are lead by stand-
out player Kroth, one of the best 
volleyball players in the state. 
Kroth will be attending the Univ. 
of North Carolina next year and 
playing division one volleyball at 
a top volleyball school.

“I feel so honored. I couldn’t 
do this without my family and 
friends, my coaches. I am just so 
proud of everyone. And I hope we 
just go far. That’s all. Win or lose, 
I am always proud of my team-
mates and my coaches,” Kroth 
said.

The Rams improve to 9-5 on 
the season. This modest record is 
a little deceiving given the very 
tough schedule put together by 
head coach Caroline Gajzler. 

The DePaul Prep girls’ vol-
leyball program has dramatically 
improved in recent years. They 
have won three straight regional 
titles. In the 2024-2025 season, 

DePaul Prep Rams celebrate Audrey Powers’ ace late in victory over Lane 
Tech.

DePaul Prep defeats Lane Tech  
25-23, 25-16 in sunset showdown

defeats see p. 12

STORY AND PHOTOS  
BY BOB ZULEY

Quiroga’s Car Wash, a well-
known legacy business located at 
3448 N. Southport Ave. in Lakev-
iew, is now actively seeking peti-
tion signatures from neighbors 
and patrons in their bid to reopen 
after more than one year of being 
shuttered, according to a report 
in Southport Corridor News and 
Events.

Quiroga’s, in business at this 
site since 1988, was apparently 
stymied by City Hall functionar-
ies in their bid to renew their City 

business licenses in Feb. 2025. 
Since June 2025, City Hall has re-
fused to renew the business’ alley 
access license. The business was 
closed by the Dept. of Business 
Affairs and Consumer Protection 
on Aug. 26, 2025.

Failure to obtain an alley ac-
cess license effectively shuts 
down this business as vehicles 
egressing from the rear of the 
hand car wash exit into the alley 
in order to travel a short distance 
northbound to Cornelia Ave.

The situation appears unique to 
the Southport venue as two other 
Quiroga Car Washes and Detail 
Centers are operating in the Ir-
ving Park and West Town com-
munities. Quiroga Corporation is 
the legal business entity that op-
erates the car wash [also known 

as Plus Auto Care] at the South-
port Ave. location.

An email inquiry to Rocky 
Quiroga, president of Quiroga 
for nearly 38 years, on the status 
of his Southport business has not 
been responded to.

Chicago sometimes prohibits 

Car wash on Southport stymied  
by City Hall bureaucracy,  
privileged bicycle lanes

Alley access for longtime 
car wash appears  
at crux of issue

(L) Quiroga’s Car Wash, 3448 N. Southport Ave. (R) Newly washed cars exiting Quiroga’s Car Wash need to travel 
a short distance to Cornelia Ave.

car wash see p. 12

Putting aside whether the Mon-
tessori school was a school or not, 
Judge Mackoff noted that “but the 
fact that it was within 500 feet 
was not a guess at all. That was 
something that everybody [saw, 
that] it was 480 feet away” from 
the school.

The city’s lawyers then claimed 
that they were not bound by the 
500-foot rule, nor did they fully 
believe that the Guidepost Mon-
tessori School at Magnificent 
Mile, 226 E. Illinois St., was re-
ally a school. 

To approve a Special Use Per-
mit [SUP] for an adult-use canna-
bis dispensary within 500 feet of 
a school, the ZBA determined—
and the court has now affirmed—
that the facility is legally a com-

pot see p. 12

The ZBA appears to 
have simply ignored  

the city’s rules and  
regulations, and the 

DOL’s opinion, in voting 
to approve the license. 

The situation appears 
unique to the  

Southport venue as 
two other Quiroga Car 

Washes and Detail  
Centers are operating in 

the Irving Park and  
West Town communities.

The people behind The North-
man and the original Piccadilly 
Market in Lincoln Square, have 
opened a full market stocked with 
European groceries and some of 
the North Side’s most coveted lo-
cal food brands, an all-day café, 
a fine wine shop, coffee bar and 
lounge.

On Sept. 10, the corner of 
Clark and Fullerton sprung a new 
5,200-square-foot market, café, 
and 80-person outdoor court-
yard. Located at 444 W. Fullerton 
Pkwy., comes Piccadilly Market, 
the European-style neighborhood 
market that opened in Lincoln 
Square in 2025, at 2449 W. Law-
rence Ave. 

The new concept will become 
an expanded version of the origi-
nal shop.

The centerpiece of the new 
space is its outdoor courtyard, 
dubbed Piccadilly Square, which 

Piccadilly Market opens  
in Lincoln Park

is designed to be a dedicated 
gathering space modeled after 
the public squares found through-
out Europe, where sitting outside 
with a coffee or a drink is simply 
part of the everyday culture. 

Strung with lights overhead and 
filled with tables, the courtyard 
will host music and a dedicated 
outdoor bar, with a full coffee 
program. Floor-to-ceiling doors 
will open the front of the space to 
a balcony directly above the side-
walk, where a ledge lined with 
umbrellas gives guests a front-
row seat to the corner’s foot traf-
fic below

Inside, the market will bring 
some of Chicago’s most sought-
after food and beverages, includ-
ing a coffee partnership with 
Metric Coffee, as well as offer-
ings from Backlot Coffee and 

market see p. 12
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A touch of Ireland at the corner of State and Rush.
A place to see and be seen.

A touch of Ireland at the corner of State and Rush.
A place to see and be seen.

BAR AND GRILL

1050 N. State St.
Open 10 a.m. to 4 a.m. 365 days a year  
312-266-6340                              dublinschicago.com

Beer never broke my heart

By Thomas J. O’Gorman

quenchable at times. 
Beer production in Chicago ap-

pears from its very start in 1833 
to the present to endure a series of 
product inventions and re-inven-
tions from its first pioneers, like 
Michael Diversey and William 
Lill in the 1830s and 1840s, to the 
renaissance of craft beers, micros 
brews and others productions of 
modern brewing techniques. 

The historic, partypooper fed-
eral involvement of our govern-
ment banning the production of 
alcohol  during the era of Prohi-
bition, 1920 to 1933, opened a 
doorway to unfathomable crime 
and violence in America. They 
never seem to see the unintended 
consequences coming of such 
changes. The period accentuated 
the significance of alcohol’s place 
in the nation’s cultural and social 
life.

The evolution of Chicago to 
prosperity and commercial lead-
ership traces its foundation to 
the success of its modern devel-
opment, making it capital of the 
American heartland.

Success and leadership in the 
nation’s railroad industry, togeth-
er with leadership in the livestock 
and stockyard industry, lent a 
ripeness for the brewing industry.

Chicago always welcomed 
large numbers of immigrants to 
employment and celebrated the 
expansive tastes immigrants had 
in beer production and consump-
tion.

Chicago was a dynamic city for 
taverns and saloons, a craft that 
fit our broad shoulders. Taverns 

Are you a regular beer drinker? 
What’s your preference, imported 
or domestic? Do you have a favor-
ite beer? Are you a fan of foam, 
ever shake salt into you beer to 
add froth? Best way to drink it: 
Stein, mug, aluminum can, liter 
glass or just out of the bottle? 

We know a gal who prefers to 
use a long-stemmed wine glass 
for her daily draught.

What about about price and 
value? Bargain hunters can 
head over to Dollar Beer nights 
in Wrigleyville and keep from 
breaking the bank. On Thursday 
nights, Kincade’s hosts $1 beers 
and on Friday nights, Stolen Sad-
dle sells $1 beers.

Beer and mankind have his-
torically enjoyed a robust rela-
tionship. Their unique ability to 
develop a nourishing character of 
mature refreshment was always 
complementary. The growth of 
each was always shaped by a pat-
tern of intelligence and genuine 
inventiveness.

Old Style is the most histori-
cally iconic traditional beer deep-
ly tied to Chicago culture, while 
Goose Island Beer Co.’s Honker’s 
Ale; Revolution Brewing’s Anti-
Hero IPA, and Half Acre’s Daisy 
Cutter pale ale define the city’s 
modern craft identity. 

In May, Pabst Brewing, who 
produced the Schlitz label, an-
nounced an indefinite production 
hiatus and, sadly, retirement for 
the historic brand. 

A longtime Chicago favorite, 
the last keg of Schlitz Beer was 
tapped and drunk not too long 
ago at Glunz Tavern. It was the 
Schlitz finale at the very place 
that first bottled Schlitz in Chica-

go in 1896. It was fittingly opened 
at the oldest saloon/liquor store in 
the city, on Wells St. in Old Town, 
“The House of Glunz.” 

There the history of beer is 
written on the city’s soul. The end 
of Schlitz is a frozen moment in 
beer time, a last memory made 
to fit the landscape of the lost ur-
ban era of beers of remembrance. 
Then it faded into an eternity of 
lost brews. 

Chicagoans forget that after 
the Great Chicago Fire of 1871, 
Schlitz Brewing shipped loads of 
beer from Milwaukee to assist the 
population as water was skyrock-
eting in price.

And Schlitz built 57 “Tied 
Houses,” well-crafted neighbor-
hood saloons that exclusively 
served the beer from the Joseph 
Schlitz Brewing Co.

That’s important historically 
and culturally in Chicago. Beer 
was a foundational component of 
regular life here. As the grandson 
of a successful South Side Irish 
bootlegger, I can say my family 
is still proud of our roots in the 
brewing industry that thrived 
here during the era of Prohibition 
1920-1933.

The story of Chicago brewing 
is a collection of tales wrought 
with creativity and impact. With 
some room for Al Capone. Pos-
sessed, as it was, with ingredients 
of unrivaled quality, recipes of 
exotic flavor, and a human thirst 
for excellence that seemed un-

were neighborhood-orientated. 
Serving local beers made to fit 
the tastebuds of our thirsty, hard-
working people.

Taverns shaped the character 
of many Chicago neighborhoods. 
The Haas & Sulzer Brewery 
(1833) founded the year Chicago 
incorporated as a town. This was 
the city’s pioneer commercial 
brewery, which produced thou-
sands of gallons of ale for the ear-
liest residents. It later expanded 
and became known as the Lill 
and Diversey Brewery.

Chicago quickly became the 
center of German immigration 
back then, especially in the Old 
Town and Lincoln Park neighbor-
hoods around Old St. Michael’s, 
then later St. Alphonsus church-
es. 

The Conrad Seipp Brewing Co. 
(1854) became one of the largest 
and most influential pre-Prohibi-
tion mega-breweries in the U.S., 
famous for its German-style la-
gers.

German tastes were also fa-
vored by the city’s Meister Bräu 
Brewery (1891) that first be-
gan operating as the Peter Hand 
Brewing Co. Decades later this 
historic brand created “Meister 
Bräu Lite,” the recipe and asset 
that was eventually sold and re-
branded to become the famous 
Miller Lite, now one of the top 
sellers in the nation.

The Berghoff Brewery (1887), 
still in operation today, first 
began as a German Beer Hall 
and grew famous thanks to the 
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World’s Columbian Exposition in 
1893. Though its brewing opera-
tions took various paths over the 
decades, the historic brand is in-
trinsically tied to Chicago’s oldest 
surviving beer hall, holding the 
city’s  Liquor License No. 1.

My dad, Mossey, always loved 
their beer and always ordered half 
light mixed with half dark.

Schoenhofen Brewing Co. 
(1861) was famous for its historic, 
surviving brewery powerhouse 
building in the Pilsen neighbor-
hood. Their beers had Czech ped-
igrees, such as its flagship “Edel-
weiss” beer. Beer was brewed 
connecting it to some of Europe’s 
best pre-American Civil War Era 
beverages.

Beer production in Chicago to-
day has had a rebirth, long after 
Eliott Ness measured Capone for 
a prison uniform. As tastes and 
textures of more modern “legit” 
beers have grown, Chicago has 
seen a popular resurgence of lo-
cal brews. It remains an accurate 
calibration of urban life here.

Goose Island is a real place, 
sitting in the waters of the Chi-
cago River’s north branch. Sur-
rounded by industry. Many locals 
who cross its bridge never realize 
they’re on an island. Goose Island 
Beer Co., founded by John Hall 
- and his son Greg - in Lincoln 
Park, opened its original brew-
pub in 1988. I t is now widely 
considered Chicago’s oldest con-
tinuously operating craft brewing 
company. 

Goose Island was acquired by 
Anheuser-Busch in 2011 sending 
shockwaves across the beer belt. 
But it is still brewed at its historic 
Fulton St. facility.

The sale provided capital al-
lowing Goose Island to expand 
from a beloved regional staple 
into a massive brand available 
coast to coast.

Chicago’s Revolution Brewing 

beer see p. 8
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Beer production in Chicago appears from its very start in 1833 to the present to endure a series of product inven-
tions and reinventions from its first pioneers, like Michael diversey and William Llill in the 1830s and 1840s.
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For more information about the Tour,
scan this with your phone or go to:

www.EdgewaterHistory.org/pretour

35th Annual
Edgewater Home Tour

Featuring the interiors of homes in

Edgewater Glen
Historic District
Sunday, September 20, 2026

Registration: 12 noon - 4 p.m.
$25 per person

Register at:
Immanuel Lutheran Church

1500 West Elmdale Ave.

Sponsored by:
Daniel Otto

Ditch the screen time and unlock your inner 
Picasso! This season’s lineup invites beginners and 
experienced creators alike to grab a brush, roll up 
your sleeves, and dive into a colorful autumn session.

Oil & Acrylic Painting | Watercolor & Pastel Painting 
Drawing, Charcoal, & Illustration | Specialty Mediums

Classes are available across morning, afternoon, 
and evening sessions throughout the week and 
weekends. Spots fill up fast, and early registration 
is highly recommended.

READY TO MAKE A BEAUTIFUL MESS?

OldTownTriangle.com/Old-Town-Art-Center | 1763 N. North Park Ave.

By The Cook County 
Treasurer 

Each year, thousands of property owners 
in Cook County are late paying their taxes. 
That can put their homes in danger of being 
included in the annual state-mandated tax 
sale, a problem to avoid.  

Since 2005, the Cook County Treasurers 
Office has allowed you to sign up a relative 
or anyone you choose to receive copies of 
certified delinquency notices a month be-
fore the Annual Tax Sale. That way, you’re 
more likely to be aware of an impending 
tax sale so you can act and prevent your 
taxes from being sold. 

If you register for the Third-Party Noti-
fication program, the person you designate 

will receive a mailed copy of your delin-
quency notice from the Treasurers office. 

The program is designed for all home-
owners and may be particularly helpful for 
relatives, senior citizens, people with dis-
abilities or special needs, those with long-
term, serious health issues, and people who 
are away from their homes for extended 
periods of time.

You can enroll in the program by down-
loading a short form at cookcountytrea-
surer.com. Simply print the form, fill it out 
and mail it to my office at 118 N. Clark St., 
Room 112, Chicago, IL 60602. 

The program is a safety net because it 
allows other family members and trusted 
individuals and institutions such as church-
es, temples, mosques or not-for-profit orga-

Third-party notices tell a relative or friend when you miss a tax payment
nizations to be designated as third parties. 
The program is not for mortgage compa-
nies or banks.

Enroll at any time. However, applications 
received less than two weeks prior to the 
mailing of certified notices of delinquent 
taxes may not be processed before delin-
quency notifications are mailed.

The Annual Tax Sale must occur about 
13 months after your Second Installment 
tax due date. Once that date is set, the Trea-
surers office will send certified notices to 
property owners whose unpaid tax bills 
will be auctioned off unless paid in full be-
fore the sale. 

The third party you designate to receive 
duplicate copies of delinquency notices  
assumes no liability for paying your taxes.  

You, as a property owner, are still  
responsible. The hope is that the third-party  
designee will follow up with you to  
determine if you received your delinquency 
notice and are arranging to pay your taxes 
before they’re offered at the tax sale.

The program renews automatically and 
is free to all residential property owners. 
Under state law, there’s a $5 registration 
fee for non-residential properties. You 
may designate only one person or entity to  
receive third-party notices, and you may 
cancel at any time. 

Registering for the Third-Party Notifi-
cation program is a simple measure that 
takes minutes but could prevent hours of 
aggravation if your taxes are sold.

Four Chicago police oversight commissioners  
tried to oust colleague from superintendent search —  

then fought to hide the paper trail
BY CWBCHICAGO

Members of Chicago’s primary police 
oversight commission tried to push one 
of its own members off the workgroup 
searching for the city’s next police superin-
tendent, and then fought to keep the paper 
trail hidden from the public. 

An 86-page email chain released last 
week shows four commissioners work-
ing to remove Sandra Wortham from the  
Superintendent Search Work Group,  
despite the commission president warn-
ing that the effort lacked a clear basis and 
could look like an attempt to settle an 
“interpersonal or philosophical disagree-
ment” through a procedural maneuver. 
The emails also reveal that the major-
ity was fragile from the start. It has since  
collapsed as one member abandoned the 
plan entirely.

The Community Commission for Public 
Safety and Accountability [CCPSA] origi-
nally gave CWB Chicago an almost com-
pletely redacted version of the emails. Last 
week, though, the commission released the 
full chain less than 48 hours after the Il-
linois Attorney General’s Office opened 
an inquiry into its handling of our FOIA 
request.

The email chain began July 10, less 
than a week before Larry Snelling left 
his post as CPD’s top cop, when CCPSA 
Vice President Angel Rubi Navarijo sent 
a lengthy email to commissioners “to re-
spectfully express my concerns regarding 
Cmsr. Sandra Wortham on the Superinten-
dent Search Work Group,” citing concerns 
about “whether she possesses the collab-
orative leadership style necessary for this 
specific responsibility.”

Supporters of Wortham suspect her  
colleagues’ real motives were political, 

arguing that the effort would remove the 
commission’s only member with direct law 
enforcement experience and the only per-
spective that differs from the majority’s. 
Wortham, a former CPD civilian employ-
ee, is also the daughter of a retired CPD 
sergeant and the sister of a slain Chicago 
police officer.

Lending some credence to that belief,  
before CWB Chicago published its first 
story about the removal effort on July 29, 
one commissioner told us that they believed 
Wortham “is biased toward conservative” 
viewpoints and has a “biased lens.”

The workgroup, consisting of Wortham 
and CCPSA President Remel Terry, sup-
ports the superintendent search process, 
according to CCPSA. Major decisions, in-
cluding determining which candidates ad-
vance to interviews and selecting the three 
finalists who will be submitted to the may-
or, will be made by the full commission.

Navarijo argued that the commis-
sion should take a formal vote to remove 
Wortham “if a majority of Commissioners 
share my concerns.”

A few hours after Navarijo sent his 
email, and shortly after Cmsr. Anthony 
Driver and Gina Piemonte responded with 
support for his proposal, Terry, the presi-
dent, wrote back to all commissioners and 
the executive director saying she would not 
support removing a commissioner from a 
workgroup without “a clear, substantiated, 
and procedurally sound basis.”

CCPSA’s President appoints commis-
sioners to its various workgroups.

“I am particularly concerned that this 
request appears to have been circulat-
ed among commissioners before Cmsr. 
Wortham was directly engaged in a candid 
conversation about the concerns raised,” 
Terry wrote.

“Circulating an email to build support 
for removing a colleague, without first at-
tempting direct dialogue or identifying an 
objective standard that has been violated, 
does not reflect the transparent and col-
laborative process being requested of the 
work group itself,” Terry continued. “I will 
not participate in an effort that could rea-
sonably be perceived as using procedural 
action to resolve an interpersonal or philo-
sophical disagreement.”

Terry also challenged the procedural  
basis for Navarijo’s proposal.

“The Commission did not vote to estab-
lish the current work groups or approve 
their membership. Therefore, calling for 
a majority vote to remove one member 
… would be inconsistent with how these 

groups were formed and could create a 
troubling precedent. A disagreement with 
a commissioner’s leadership style, perspec-
tive, or approach does not, by itself, justify 
removal.”

Terry’s email also appeared to raise 
questions about Navarijo’s own conduct 
and its effect on the commission’s relation-
ship with Snelling.

“There have been other instances of con-
duct that significantly affected the Com-
mission’s working relationships, including 
our relationship with the outgoing Superin-
tendent, without similar calls for removal or  
accountability,” Terry wrote to Navarijo, 
saying consistency is important. “I raised 

oust see p. 3
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Junk Removal

Affordable rates!
“No job is too big or too small— 

we handle them all.”

Junk we remove:
•	 Furniture/appliance 
pickup 
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offices, retail stores
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removal 
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Transform 
Your Bathroom 

and Change 
Your Life.

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last. 
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions 

may apply. Offer available in select markets only.  CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445  13VH11096000
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those concerns with you directly 
at the time. I did not seek to re-
move anyone from an assignment, 
even when I believed the conduct 
involved was serious and damag-
ing.”

Terry said she “remain[ed] 
open to facilitating a direct and 
constructive conversation that 
focuses on expectations, working 
relationships, and the integrity of 
the Superintendent search pro-
cess.”

Navarijo reiterated his position 
in response, writing, “my previ-
ous attempts to have meetings or 
build a rapport [with Wortham] 
have been unsuccessful.”

Wortham disputed that claim in 
a lengthy response two days after 
Navarijo’s initial email: “You did 
not attempt to have a conversa-
tion with me. You sent me a text 
message at 10:53 a.m. on Friday, 
July 10, advising that you would 
be sending an email opposing my 
remaining on the Superintendent 
Search Work Group. You did not 
suggest nor request a conversa-
tion.”

Navarijo’s email was trans-
mitted 31 minutes after his text, 
Wortham said.

Wortham also argued that Na-
varijo’s effort was politically 
motivated and would put certain 
voices on the back burner.

“[W]e have a responsibility to 
ensure that this Commission con-
siders the diverse perspectives 
of the public and that the public 
hears the diverse perspectives of 
this Commission,” Wortham ar-
gued. “I have never insisted that 
my perspective on any particular 
issue prevail, only that it, and the 

oust from p. 3

perspectives of all Commission-
ers and all Chicagoans be heard 
and considered.”

She went on to identify con-
cerns with other Commissioners 
“which could have caused me and/
or colleagues to challenge their 
fitness to serve in a particular po-
sition and/or on this Commission 
in general.”

Regarding Navarijo, Wortham 
noted that he is employed as the 
Director of Neighborhood Servic-
es for Ald. Leni Manaa-Hoppen-
worth [48th], a fact that delayed 
his City Council confirmation 
and led to him signing a two-page 
“Work Agreement” detailing the 
steps he must take to comply with 
the Chicago Governmental Eth-
ics Ordinance and secondary em-
ployment rules.

Piemonte was appointed to 
the commission while employed 
as a supervisor in the Law  
Office of the Cook County Public  
Defender.

“That means she received in-
come from an office of lawyers 
defending individuals charged 
with offenses on various mat-
ters, some of which undoubtedly  
involve Chicago Police Depart-
ment members and Chicago Police 
Department policies over which 
this Commission has drafting 
and enacting authority,” Wortham  
explained. “It is very likely that 
such a conflict of interest could 
cause a crisis of confidence among 
select Commissioner(s), members 
of the public, and/or Chicago Po-
lice Department members.”

Piemonte countered that 
Wortham’s “unsubstantiated 

claims that my role of represent-
ing indigent clients created a 
conflict of interest demonstrates 
the very traits that make you an 
unsuitable candidate to be one of 
the two commissioners leading 
our Superintendent Search.”

At the time Wortham wrote 
her response, she may not have 
known that Driver also supported 
her removal because he did not 
copy her on his response to Na-
varijo’s email.

The next day, three days after  
Terry refused to remove 
Wortham, Navarijo continued to 
press the matter. He needed one 

more commissioner to sign on 
to his proposal to reach a major-
ity, so he sought responses from 
Commissioners Anjanette Young 
and Angelique Guzman. They 
did not respond, and he reached 
out again eight days later.

“A response would be appre-
ciated,” he wrote. “I have major  
concerns of Commissioner 
Wortham being apart [sic] of the 
Superintendent Search work-
group. Let me know if you have 
any questions or would like to 
setup [sic] a call.”

Young, a new member of the 
commission, replied a couple of 
hours later, saying she was “get-
ting to know my fellow Com-
missioners, and understanding 
the various perspectives that 
have been shared…I believe it 
is important that I develop my 
own informed understanding as 
I become more familiar with my 
colleagues and the Commission’s 
processes.”

“Additionally,” Young contin-
ued, “for matters related to this 
topic, I will defer to president 
Terry’s communications regard-

ing this matter.”
That left Navarijo with one 

commissioner who had not ex-
pressed an opinion, and he 
needed her support to reach a 
majority: Guzman, another new 
commissioner who joined at the 
same time as Young.

“Please advise your position,” 
he wrote in his second email of 
the morning seeking Guzman’s 
opinion.

That night, Guzman emailed 
Terry, Navarijo, Driver and the 
executive director to express her 
support for removing Wortham.

All four of the commissioners 

opposed to Wortham’s appoint-
ment failed to show up last month 
for a meeting where they were 
supposed to pick an executive 
search firm to help find the next 
police superintendent. As a result, 
the vote had to be postponed, de-
laying the search. Driver told 
this reporter that he was never 
planning to attend that meeting 
because city ethics rules require 
him to recuse himself from the 
search firm vote.

At last week’s public meeting, 
Driver said he had withdrawn his 
support for Navarijo’s movement: 
“I even walked up to Commis-
sioner Wortham [after the July 
meeting] and said, ‘You know 
what? I did respond to that rather 
quickly. I can see how you feel at-
tacked here. Like, I apologize. I’m 
not trying to do that to you. So, 
let’s not do it.’”

Freedom of Information
CWB Chicago first reported 

on Navarijo’s efforts to remove 
Wortham on July 29, six days  
after asking CCPSA to release 
the complete email chain in a 

Screenshots of some of the redacted emails provided by CCPSA.
Courtesy Community Commission For Public Safety and Accountability

FOIA request. Commissioners 
discussed our story and Navari-
jo’s email for nearly 30 minutes 
at CCPSA’s regularly scheduled 
meeting the following night.

During the meeting, Driver  
initially made it sound as though 
he wanted to reshuffle the work-
ing groups because they are rou-
tinely reorganized when the com-
mission gets new members.

“That’s how it works. We just 
got two new commissioners,” 
Driver said. “We should have had 
a right to reshuffle the working 
groups.”

But the newly released emails 
show Driver’s response to  
Navarijo, which he did not send to 
Wortham, said he agreed with the 
“sentiment” of Navarijo’s email 
and supported a vote to potential-
ly oust her from the workgroup. 
He did not mention the routine 
reshuffling of workgroups as a 
further reason to consider chang-
ing the lineup.

Driver, however, made it clear 
at the public meeting that he did 
not believe Wortham was the 
right person for the workgroup 
and said he would stand down in 
his vote if Terry wanted Wortham 
to remain.

One week after the July meeting, 
CCPSA finally provided us with a 
copy of the emails, but nearly all 
of the content was blacked out. 
The commission cited a state law 
that allows, but does not require, 
public bodies to withhold emails 
deemed “deliberative.”

CCPSA noted that both Terry 
and Wortham specifically wanted 
their portions of the email chain 
released, but the agency redacted 
the content anyway.

The next day, we emailed all 
seven commissioners and CCP-
SA’s executive director asking 
them to reconsider the agency’s 
response based on the commis-
sion’s stated values of transpar-
ency and trust. None replied, and 
CWB Chicago took the matter to 
the Illinois Attorney General’s 
Office.

While the matter was under  
review, CCPSA held another 
monthly meeting on Aug. 27. 
This time, additional commis-
sioners called for the emails to be 
released.

“I want to go on the record 
publicly and say as of today, this 
very moment, I support releasing 
every one of those, every email, 
all of them unredacted,” Driver 
said. “And I’m asking actually, I 
would like to publicly ask my fel-
low commissioners to withdraw 
that redaction and let the public 
see every single email.”

“I’m down,” Navarijo replied. 
“Yeah, that’s okay. I, I’m down. 
I’m, I’m good to go. I, I support  
that. I support releasing the 
emails.”

Piemonte then added her sup-
port. Guzman did not express an 
opinion.

Despite the commissioners’ 
newfound love of transparency, 
the unredacted emails were not 
immediately released.

On Aug. 31, a senior assistant 
attorney general sent a letter to 
Chicago Chief Assistant Corpo-
ration Counsel J. Allen Thomas 
notifying CCPSA that the Illinois 
Attorney General’s Office had 
decided to review the agency’s 
FOIA response. CCPSA released 
the unredacted email chain in its 
entirety about 45 hours later.

All four of the commissioners opposed  
to Sandra Wortham’s appointment failed to show up 
last month for a meeting where they were supposed  

to pick an executive search firm to help find  
the next police superintendent. As a result,  

the vote had to be postponed, delaying the search.
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by Don DeBat
The Home Front

Will home-loan rates ever fall?

Will Chicago home buyers and families 
seeking to refinance ever see mortgage 
rates in the 5%-range again? Only a gypsy 
fortune teller’s crystal ball will tell.

However, the honeymoon apparently is 
over between new Federal Reserve Board 
[FED] chairman Kevin Warsh and Presi-
dent Donald Trump. On Sept. 4 President 
Trump urged the central bank and chair-
man Warsh, to “get smart” and cut rates.

So, with President Trump as the biggest 
critic, this is what Chicago prospective 
home buyers should be worrying about this 
autumn:

• President Trump demanded that the 
Fed slash interest rates or else he will cut 
off trade with countries with which the 
U.S. maintains trade deficits.

• Later, in the Oval Office, Trump dou-
bled down saying: “We should be paying 
the lowest interest rate in the world.”

Analysts note that the U.S. has large 
deficits with dozens of countries, including 
its top trading partners. Trump issued his 
sweeping ultimatum on interest rates after 
following a much-stronger-than-expected 
monthly jobs report. Employers nation-
wide added 162,000 jobs in August.

Trump reasoned that the strong job re-
port means the economy is stronger than 
the Fed believes, and interest rates should 
be lower. On the other hand, the Congres-
sional Budget Office projects that federal 
outlays for fiscal year 2026 will total ap-
proximately $7.4 trillion, making drunken 
sailors across the globe blush. They are 
projected to earn roughly $5 to $5.6 trillion 
in total revenue for fiscal year 2026. Defi-
cit spending is creating inflation, which is 
driving up interest rates.

The Fed declined to comment on 
Trump’s post.

Canada in the crosshairs
The President named Canada—which is 

currently locked in a trade-and-tariff feud 
with the U.S.—as an example. “If we were 
playing hardball, all we’d do is say we’re 
going to do no trading with Canada. If we 
did no trading with Canada, we’d save $90 
billion,” Trump claimed. “Each percentage 
point in interest that we pay in this country 
costs us $650 billion. We should be at 1% 
or a half of 1%. We shouldn’t be at 4%.”

Trump’s comments were issued two 
months before the midterm elections, 
where Americans’ unhappiness with per-
sistent high inflation has been a dominant 

theme.
U.S. inflation rate for 2019 was a stellar 

1.8% based on the Consumer Price Index. 
But by 2021 it had surged to 7% and it 
topped out at 9.1% in June 2022.

Milton Friedman famously argued 
that inflation is always a monetary prob-
lem caused by printing money faster than 
goods are made. That when the supply of 
money grows faster than real output, cur-
rency loses value.

On Aug. 28, Fed chair Warsh said inter-
est-rate hikes could soon be on the table 
because of higher inflation. Ironically, 
some of the recent inflation growth was 
sparked by Trump’s Iran War, which has 
driven up the cost of gasoline 44% since 
Feb. 28. Diesel fuel shot up 24% between 
July and August.

Sounding much like former Fed chair Je-
rome Powell, Warsh said he is committed 
to bringing the inflation rate back down to 
the central bank’s 2% target. “Short-term 
interest rates are the predominant tool to 
achieve the dual mandate,” he said. The 
inflation rate in August was 5.4% up from 
4.8% in July.

Taken at face value, the threat to end 
trade with deficit-harboring countries is 
extreme: The U.S. has large deficits with 
dozens of countries, including its top trad-
ing partners.

Trump has long sought lower interest 
rates and frequently complains about U.S. 
deficits with other countries. But many 
economists say trade deficits themselves 
are not necessarily good or bad. In fact, 
deficits can occur when a country has more 
purchasing power to buy more goods.

Nations that have trade surpluses with the 
U.S. will often use the dollars they receive 
to buy U.S. Treasurys, putting that money 
back into domestic circulation, analysts 
said. The U.S. has reported trade deficits 
in the tens of billions of dollars each month 
for decades.

Home-loan rate creep continues
On Sept. 10, the Freddie Mac Primary 

Mortgage Market Survey reported that 
benchmark 30-year fixed-rate home loans 
rose to an average of 6.76% from 6.71% a 
week earlier. A year ago, the key 30-year 
rate averaged 6.35%. The average rate on 
the popular 30-year mortgage now is the 

highest it has been since July 31, 2025, 
when it hit 6.72%.

Fifteen-year fixed loans averaged 6.09% 
on Sept. 10, up from a week earlier when 
it averaged 6.04%. A year ago, the 15-year 
fixed mortgage averaged 5.50%.

The Freddie Mac survey is focused on 
conventional, conforming, fully amortiz-
ing home purchase loans for borrowers 
who place a 20% down payment and have 
excellent credit.

Mortgage rates were much higher in 
2023. Rates on 30-year fixed loans bounced 
in the mid-7% range between Aug. 17 and 
Oct. 19, 2023.

On Oct. 26, Freddie Mac reported that 
30-year rates soared to 7.79%, while 15-
year fixed mortgages rose to 7.03%. Some 
crystal-ball gazing analysts are predicting 
a return to 7%-plus mortgage rates before 
the holidays.

Mortgage-rate history
What a difference a few years make. Less 

than six years ago, 30-year fixed-mortgage 
interest rates ended 2020 at a rock-bottom 
2.65%—the lowest level in the Freddie Mac 
survey history, which began in 1971. Home-
loan rates set new record lows an amazing 
16 times in 2020, and tens of thousands of 

homeowners refinanced.
Archives of the now-defunct Federal 

Housing Finance Board show long-term 
mortgage rates in the 1960s were not much 
higher than the Great Depression, when 
lenders were charging 5% on five-year bal-
loon loans.

Nearly six decades ago, between 1963 
and 1965 you could get a mortgage at 5.81% 
to 5.94%. Between 1971 and 1977, the now-
defunct Illinois Usury Law held rates in the 
7.6%-to-9% range.

In the early 1980s, runaway inflation 
caused home-loan rates to skyrocket into 
the stratosphere. According to Freddie 
Mac, benchmark 30-year mortgage rates 
peaked at a jaw-dropping 18.45% in Oct. 
1981 during that Great Recession.	

Rates finally fell below 10% in April 
1986, and then bounced in the 9%-to-10% 
range during the balance of the 1980s. 
Twenty-three years ago—in Aug. 2000—
when some of today’s Millennial borrow-
ers were still in diapers, lenders were quot-
ing 8.04%.

Between 2002 and 2011, rates bounced 
in the 4% to 6% range. They inched into 
the 3% to 4% range until 2020, when they 
fell into the rock-bottom 2% bracket.

Sam Khater, Freddie Mac’s chief econo-
mist, gave the following sage advice: “As-
piring buyers should remember shopping 
around for the best mortgage rate and get-
ting multiple quotes can potentially save 
them thousands.”

North-Side home sales flop
In August, North Side home sales num-

bers dropped -14% and residential listings 
declined -18.4%, reported the September 
Baird & Warner North Side Chicago Mar-
ket Analysis.

SEPTEMBER 29 - OCTOBER 11

Fed honeymoon is over

rates see p. 10

On Aug. 28, Fed chair Kevin Warsh said interest-rate hikes could soon be on the table  
because of higher inflation. Ironically, some of the recent inflation growth was sparked by the 
Iran War, which has driven up the cost of gasoline by 44% since Feb. 28.
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Baby girl dies in West Ridge  
after being found with injuries

A one-year-old girl was found 
dead in West Ridge Sept. 12, and 
now a death investigation is under-
way pending a full autopsy, after 
she was found with injuries.

The little girl was found around 
11:40 a.m. in the 2600 block of W. 
Rosemont Ave. Police said she had 
visible injuries to her lower body.

She was taken to a hospital in 
critical condition, where she was 
later pronounced dead.

The Cook County Medical Exam-
iner’s Office identified the victim as 
Maombi Joyeuse.

Offender charged  
with aggravated robbery,  
battery of 21-year old man

L a m a r i o n 
Gilmore, 20, of 
the 14500 block 
of S. Troy, in Pos-
en, IL, has been 
charged with 
armed robbery, 
aggravated bat-
ter and resisting 
arrest after he 
was arrested on 
September 10, at 1:34 a.m., in the 
0-100 block of E. Lake St. 

Gilmore was identified as one of 
the offenders who, minutes earlier, 
implied he had a weapon before 
battering a 21-year-old male and 
taking his personal property by 
force on E. Lake St. Gilmore was 
quickly placed into custody on 
scene and charged accordingly.

Aggravated battery  
in Wrigleyville

Chicago po-
lice are seeking 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
on an aggra-
vated battery 
in Wrigleyville 
at the Addison 
CTA Red Line 
Station. The in-
cident occurred 
4 p.m. Sept. 1 in the 900 block of 
W. Addison St., when the pictured 
offender approached a passenger 
exiting a train and struck him in the 
face with a closed fist before flee-
ing the station.

The man is described as an Afri-
can American of unknown age, un-
known height and weight.

Those who may have any infor-
mation about this incident cab 
contact  Public Transportation De-
tectives at   (312)745-4447   or sub-
mit an anonymous tip at CPDTIP.
com and use reference # JK396249.

Trader gets 16+ years  
for unauthorized trading  
that caused $30 M in losses

A Chicago trader has been sen-
tenced to more than 16 years in 
federal prison for engaging in un-
authorized speculative bond trad-
ing that cost his employer and oth-
ers more than $30 million in losses 
and also caused his employer to 
become insolvent, which in turn 
led to more than 200 people losing 
their jobs.

Keith Wakefield worked as the 
head of fixed income trading for IFS 
Securities, Inc., a broker-dealer in 
Chicago. In 2019, Wakefield know-
ingly and fraudulently engaged 
in unauthorized speculative trad-
ing in U.S. Treasury bonds using 
his employer’s trading accounts, 
exposing his trading to approxi-
mately $250 million in losses and 

following a period of imprisonment 
for robbing two other banks in Chi-
cago’s Loop neighborhood in 2007. 

A jury in U.S. District Court in 
Chicago earlier this year convicted 
Donelson of the four robberies and 
attempted robberies from 2023.  On 
Tuesday, U.S. District Judge Steven 
C. Seeger sentenced Donelson to 76 
years in federal prison.

The sentence was announced by 
Andrew S. Boutros, United States At-
torney for the Northern District of Il-
linois, and Ryan Whalen, Acting Spe-
cial Agent-in-Charge of the Chicago 
Field Office of the FBI.

Man shot after robbing  
Brink’s guard in the Loop  
gets 18-month federal sentence

The man shot by a Brink’s armored 
car guard after stealing a bag of mon-

ey outside a Loop 
department store 
last year has been 
sentenced to 18 
months in federal 
prison, court re-
cords show. Pros-
ecutors say it was 
the second time 

in less than two months he robbed 
a Brink’s driver downtown, although 
he was not shot the first time.

U.S. District Judge Andrea Wood 
sentenced Dajon Harris, 24, to 18 
months after he pleaded guilty to in-
terference with commerce by threat 
or violence. Prosecutors had asked 
for 32 months.

In a sentencing memorandum, 
prosecutors described four months 
of escalating criminal conduct in 
2025 that included two Brink’s rob-
beries, a bank theft, and an arrest for 
allegedly possessing a stolen vehicle. 
They called the conduct “incredibly 
serious and dangerous.”

It began on June 20, when Harris 
took about $500 in cash from a bank 
teller’s counter. Roughly 45 days later, 
in the middle of a summer day across 
from Millennium Park, he approached 
a Brink’s driver from behind, grabbed 
the bag the courier was carrying, and 
ran away, according to the sentenc-
ing memorandum. Three days later, 
Chicago cops arrested him when he 
allegedly ran from a stolen car.

About a month after being placed 
on pretrial release for that case, he 
committed the second Brink’s rob-
bery in broad daylight in the heart of 
the Loop.

According to a federal complaint, 
the armored truck pulled up to Saks 
Off 5th at  6 S. State St. around 11:12 
a.m. Sept. 10, 2025, and surveillance 
video captured Harris following the 
guard into the store. About five min-
utes later, as the guard walked out 
carrying the store’s receipts, Har-
ris tried to rip the cash bag from his 
hands just outside the entrance, the 
FBI said.

When the guard resisted, Har-
ris punched him until the courier 
lost control of the black Brink’s bag, 
which held more than $7,000. The 
guard then drew his weapon and 
fired three shots, striking Harris as he 
ran off with the bag.

Surveillance cameras tracked 
Harris up Madison Street, where he 
dropped some of the stolen cash, 
and north on Dearborn toward the 
CTA. Inside the Washington Blue Line 
station, cameras captured him stag-
gering and collapsing on the plat-
form. Chicago police officers found 
him there, applied a tourniquet, and 
called paramedics, according to the 
complaint. Seven of the eight cash 
bags from the courier’s satchel were 
recovered along Harris’s path, and 
the eighth was found where he col-
lapsed, the FBI said. Harris spent a 
week in the hospital.

“Thankfully, defendant survived, 
and miraculously, no innocent by-
standers were harmed,” prosecutors 
wrote. “In a split second, the out-
come could have been devastatingly 

actually causing more than $30 mil-
lion in losses to the employer and its 
counterparties.  

Wakefield attempted to conceal 
the unauthorized trades and losses 
by entering fake off-setting trades 
into a clearing broker’s order system, 
creating the false impression that he 
had profitably traded through a dif-
ferent clearing broker.

In addition to the fraudulent trad-
ing scheme, Wakefield from 2017 to 
2019 embezzled hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars from IFS Securities 
by falsifying the company’s books 
and records to create fake commis-
sions that Wakefield knew were not 
actually owed to him.

A jury in U.S. District Court in Chi-
cago in 2024 convicted Wakefield, 52, 
of securities fraud and wire fraud. On 
Sept. 9, U.S. District Judge Steven C. 
Seeger sentenced Wakefield to 16 
years and eight months in federal 
prison.

‘Security guard’ maced,  
punched Red Line passenger 
while making  
antisemitic comments

A man dressed in a security guard’s 
uniform maced and punched a pas-
senger on a Red Line train on the 
North Side while making antisemitic 
comments, according to a commu-
nity alert issued by Chicago police. 
Now, CPD needs help identifying the 
assailant.

The attack happened around 6:55 
p.m. Aug. 25 as the victim was riding 
a train near the Granville station, po-
lice said.

The man seen in surveillance im-
ages sprayed the victim with mace, 
punched them in the face and made 
antisemitic statements during the at-
tack, according to CPD. Police did not 
disclose the victim’s age or gender.

The suspect is described as Black, 
40 to 55 years old, 5-foot-8 to 5-foot-
11 and 190 to 240 pounds. He was last 
seen wearing a security cap, a blue 
jacket over a yellow work vest and 
dark pants. CPD did not say whether 
the man actually worked as a secu-
rity guard or was simply dressed like 
one.

Anyone with information about 
the man’s identity is asked to contact 
Mass Transit Detectives at 312-745-
4447 or submit an anonymous tip at 
CPDTIP.com. The reference number is 
JK-387428.

Man gets 76 Years for violent 
banks robberies while on parole  
for prior bank robberies

A federal judge has sentenced a 
man to 76 years in prison for violent-
ly robbing or attempting to rob four 
banks in downtown Chicago while 
on supervised release for prior bank 
robbery convictions.

Joseph Donelson, Jr., 68, com-
mitted four robberies or attempted 
robberies in a two-month period in 
2023. Donelson struck a bank teller in 
the face in one of the robberies and 
leapt onto the counter to take money 
in another one.  

The robberies were Oct. 11, 2023: 
Attempted robbery of Citibank, 180 
N. Michigan Ave. in the Loop; Nov. 
7, 2023: Robbery of Citibank, 180 N. 
Michigan Ave. in the Loop; Dec. 8, 
2023: Robbery of Citibank, 539 N. 
Michigan Ave. in Streeterville, and on 
Dec. 19, 2023: Attempted robbery of 
Citibank, 100 S. Michigan Ave. in the 
Loop.

Donelson committed the robber-
ies and attempted robberies while 
he was on court-supervised release 

different.”
In support of their recommenda-

tion for a relatively lenient 32-month 
sentence, prosecutors pointed to 
Harris’ difficult childhood, including 
being raised by a mother who strug-
gled to make ends meet and moving 
frequently. They also cited his his-
tory of substance abuse and serious 
mental health conditions diagnosed 
since 2023.

When Harris is released from fed-
eral prison in December, a pending 
state case involving the stolen ve-
hicle will await him.

Loop Post Office truck stolen 
A U.S. Postal Service worker ex-

ited his mail truck to make a delivery 
around 7:50 p.m. Sept. 12 in the 1100 
Block of S. State St. when the man got 
in the truck and drove away. Officers 
were later able to stop the truck and 
arrest the man.

The postal worker called police, 
and officers spotted the truck and 
tried to pull it over. But the truck 
didn’t stop and sideswiped a car try-
ing to flee, according to police.

Officers later spotted the truck 
again in traffic and stopped it. The 
man got out and was arrested. No 
one was reported injured.

16-year-old killed at Grant Park 
skate park as Loop shootings rise

A 16-year-old boy was shot and 
killed at the skate park inside Grant 
Park on Sept. 9, Chicago police said.

Just after 9 p.m., officers respond-
ing to calls of shots fired and a per-
son shot in the 1100 block of S. Michi-
gan Ave. saw young people running 
from the park. When they reached 
the skate park, they found the 16-
year-old with a gunshot wound to 
the neck, police said. A surgeon who 
happened to be in the area tried to 
save the boy, but he succumbed to 
his injuries at Northwestern Memo-
rial Hospital.

Police searched the area for a sus-
pect who was seen running from the 
shooting, described as a Black male 
with dreadlocks, wearing a black 
hoodie with red writing, black skinny 
jeans, and a backpack. He was last 
seen running north near the Metra 
tracks.

Officers found a firearm on a near-
by Metra platform and detained a 
19-year-old man, but witnesses told 
police he was not the shooter. None-
theless, CPD arrested him for tres-
passing on Metra property and for 
further investigation.

Sept. 9’s victim is the seventh per-
son shot in the Loop this year, up 
from five at this point last year. One 
of the 2025 shootings was ruled self-
defense. At this point in 2024, eight 
people had been shot, including two 
shootings ruled self-defense.

Woman gets five years  
for Opioid prescriptions fraud

A woman has been sentenced to 
five years in federal prison for using 
information stolen from physicians 
to fraudulently write opioid prescrip-
tions.

Amani Ibrahim fraudulently 
caused prescriptions for oxycodone, 
hydrocodone, and other controlled 

substances to be issued under the 
names of real medical providers 
and often in the names of nominal 
patients, neither of whom knew 
the prescriptions were being writ-
ten. 

Ibrahim or others involved in 
the scheme would then pick up 
the prescriptions at Chicago-area 
pharmacies and work to distribute 
the drugs on the streets. Ibrahim 
was not a licensed physician and 
could not lawfully prescribe medi-
cations.

From 2022 to 2025, Ibrahim was 
responsible for the unlawful distri-
bution of 149,152 dosage units of 
oxycodone, 41,853 dosage units of 
hydrocodone, 30,517 dosage units 
of alprazolam, 22,625 dosage units 
of promethazine-codeine syrup, 
and 6,990 dosage units of amphet-
amine.  Ibrahim also financially 
benefited from the scheme, result-
ing in the forfeiture of $200,800 
in illicit proceeds that was seized 
from her residence.

Ibrahim, 48, pleaded guilty 
earlier this year to a federal drug 
conspiracy charge. On Sept. 4, U.S. 
District Judge Matthew F. Kennelly 
sentenced Ibrahim to five years in 
federal prison.

Another mass shooting,  
gunmen fires 70+ shots Sunday, 
killing 1, injuring 6 

Chicago is leading the nation in 
mass shootings. On Sunday, one 
man was killed and 6 other people, 
including a 14-year-old boy, were 
wounded when multiple gunmen 
opened fire on a crowd in Hum-
boldt Park, police said. More than 
70 shots were fired and, according 
to a preliminary report, a vehicle 
found at the scene was involved 
in a separate drive-by shooting on 
the West Side earlier this week.

The shooting happened around 
12:17 p.m. in the 700 block of N. 
Christiana Ave. Six people were 
standing outside when two ve-
hicles pulled up, and multiple gun-
men got out and began shooting, 
police said. A 30-year-old woman 
driving nearby was struck by gun-
fire and crashed into a CTA bus, ac-
cording to CPD.

An officer who reviewed surveil-
lance video reported that one of 
the gunmen, described as a Black 
male wearing a black hoodie over 
a white shirt and dark pants, ap-
peared to suffer a leg fracture upon 
being struck by one of the getaway 
vehicles.

Police recovered dozens of shell 
casings at the scene, most from 
rifles, along with cellphones and 
other evidence. Police also deter-
mined that a vehicle found at the 
scene was involved in a shooting 
Thursday morning in the 400 block 
of N. Lavergne Ave.

The man who was killed re-
mained unidentified Sunday eve-
ning. CPD said the other victims 
were a 14-year-old boy who was 
shot in the thighs; An 18-year-old 
man who was shot in the shoulder; 
A 21-year-old man who was shot 
in the leg; A 24-year-old man who 
was shot in the leg and stomach; A 
26-year-old man who was shot in 
the foot, and a 30-year-old woman 
who was shot in the hip.

The 24-year-old man was in 
critical condition. The others were 
reported to be in good condition, 
police said. The bus driver, while 
not shot, was taken to a hospital 
for observation.

In Thursday’s shooting, a 25-
year-old man was standing outside 
when a blue SUV pulled up and 
multiple gunmen opened fire from 
inside the vehicle, police said. The 
man was shot in his right leg.

 — Compiled by   
CWBChicago.com

CTA surveillance images of the suspect.

Dajon Harris

Lamarion 
Gilmore

WANTED

Chicago police officers at the scene 
of a fatal shooting at the Grant Park 
skate park on September 9, 2026. 

Courtesy Citizen App
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Heirloom Books

The NE Levy Center Village 
hosts paramedic Latina Hill as 
their guest speaker for the next 
meeting virtual meeting 9 a.m. 
Wednesday, September 23.a.m.

Hill is a Paramedic in Charge 
with the Chicago Fire Dept. and 
will be presenting on fire safety 
and prevention. Attendees will 
also learn more about the Chicago 
Senior At Risk Program (in which 
the Chicago Fire Dept. can install 
free smoke and carbon monoxide 
detectors in your home).

The meeting will be held virtu-
ally on Zoom, the meeting ID is 
886 8091 2480 and the passcode 
is 142325. those who prefer to call 
in to the meeting can dial 312-
626-6799.

NE Levy Center 
Village hosts 

paramedic Sept. 23

BY CWBCHICAGO

The Cook County judge who 
released repeat violent felon Al-
phanso Talley on electronic moni-
toring before he was charged with 
killing a Chicago police officer 
is accused of holding two court-
room deputies in contempt last 
week for not immediately remov-
ing handcuffs from a different in-
mate charged with murder.

It’s an upside-down world in 
Judge John Lyke’s courtroom, 
where deputies are locked up and 
repeat violent offenders are sent 
home.

On Sept. 9, two deputies were 
escorting the inmate into Lyke’s 
courtroom at the Leighton Crimi-
nal Court Building when he or-
dered them to remove the man’s 

handcuffs, according to Team-
sters Local 700, which represents 
the deputies. The inmate, who 
was not identified by the union, 
was classified as “high risk move-
ment.” Sheriff’s Office policy re-
quires a supervisor’s approval be-
fore restraints are removed from 
an inmate with that classification, 
according to the union.

When the deputies moved to 
call their supervisor, Lyke held 
Samuel Estrada Perez and Jarrett 
Kelley in contempt of court, the 
union said. Both deputies were 
taken into custody and stripped of 
their badges and protective equip-
ment. Lyke then required them to 
apologize to the court under threat 
of up to 90 days in jail. They were 
released after apologizing.

The union is calling on Chief 

Union says judge who released cop-killer  
locked up two courtroom deputies last week

Judge Charles Beach to reprimand 
Lyke and reaffirm that Sheriff’s 
Office policy governs the move-
ment of inmates into 
and out of courtrooms. 
The group said it is 
“weighing” a possible 
request for the Illinois 
Judicial Inquiry Board 
to investigate Lyke.

“Court Service 
Deputies are respon-
sible for the safety and 
security of everyone 
in a courtroom, and 
they answer to the 
policies the Sheriff’s Office sets. 
Punishing two deputies for doing 
exactly what they are trained and 
required to do is an outrageous 
abuse of the court’s authority. The 
Office of the Chief Judge needs to 

Goodbye Clogged Gut�ers
Upgrade your gutters this summer!
LeafFilter blocks out common debris.

Saveup to35%
*S

u
p

er Sum m e r Sale

Call 1-855-595-2102

Save up-to* + Free gutter inspection, quote 
good for 1 year

Promotion exp: 8/31/2026.

Promo code: 285

reprimand Judge Lyke, and Lyke 
owes these deputies an apology,” 
said union President Ramon Wil-

liams.
Lyke drew pub-

lic criticism in April 
after Talley, whom 
Lyke had released on 
electronic monitor-
ing in December over 
prosecutors’ objec-
tions, was charged in 
the shooting of two 
Chicago police of-
ficers. Officer John 
Bartholomew was 

killed, and his partner was criti-
cally wounded in the April 25 at-
tack at Endeavor Health Swedish 
Hospital when the officers took 
him to the facility for a CT scan.

The history of mapmaking in 
Chicago will be the topic of a pre-
sentation 10 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 
19 at the Edgewater Branch Li-
brary, 6000 N. Broadway.

Guests are invited to join Donald  
and Tanya Smith (whose family 
has been involved in land survey-
ing and map making since 1854) 
for a presentation about the his-
tory of surveying in the U.S. and 
Illinois, especially greater Chi-
cago.

Guests will hear stories about 
mapmaking, the Chicago Fire, 
Abe Lincoln, local interesting 
projects, and more. They will 
also be able to view antique and 
vintage maps, atlases and instru-
ments from the family’s unique 
historical collections, which will 
be on display during the presenta-
tion.

History of 
Chicagoland maps, 

mapmaking  
Sept. 19

By Jonathan Bilyk
Cook County Record

Illinois will need to defend in 
court a controversial and con-
stitutionally questionable new 
law hurriedly rammed through 
Springfield by Democrats, im-
posing steep per user “fees” on 
internet site operators that the 
state deems “social media” and 
digital ads to create a new rev-
enue source to fuel the state’s ever 
growing budget.

On Sept. 11, NetChoice, a trade 
group representing social media 
companies and other big tech 
companies, followed through on 
a threat the group issued months 
ago, asking judges to block the 
new taxes in parallel lawsuits filed 
in Cook County Circuit Court.

“Illinois’ new internet taxes 
firmly establish the state’s oppo-
sition to online speech, innova-
tion, and its own business com-
munity,” said attorney Paul Taske, 
who serves as director of the Ne-
tChoice Litigation Center.

“The Supreme Court has made 
abundantly clear that legislators 
cannot target a subset of media 
for disfavored taxation, but that’s 
precisely what these taxes do. Not 
only are they flatly unconstitu-
tional under the First Amend-
ment, but they blatantly disregard 
Congress’s clear judgment under 
(federal law) that digital services 
cannot be subject to discrimina-
tory taxation.”

Specifically, the lawsuits assert 
the new Illinois taxes violate both 
the First Amendment and the 
federal Permanent Internet Tax 
Freedom Act [PITFA] by singling 
out “digital services” for the dis-
favored tax treatment.

The lawsuits come about three 

months since Illinois Democratic 
lawmakers, with the vocal sup-
port of Gov. JB Pritzker, chose to 
impose the new taxes and fees as 
part of Illinois’ new $56 billion 
budget.

Pritzker and other support-
ers say the measures will force 
“social media” operators to pay 
the state to make up for the al-
leged societal damage they say is 
caused by their platforms.

Styled as a “fee,” the measure 
would impose what observers say 
is really a tax to extract potential-
ly hundreds of millions of dollars, 
or more, every year from a host 
of companies engaged in the cre-
ation of platforms hosting inter-
active or user-generated content.

Specifically, the new tax will 
be charged against any online 
platform operator that the state 
believes has more than 100,000 
users in Illinois. It would scale up 
progressively based on how many 
“Illinois users” a platform may 
have.

The fees would be charged at 
rates of: 100,000 to 499,999 us-
ers: 10¢ per user/month; 500,000 
to 999,999 users: $40,000 base 
fee per month, plus 25¢ per user, 
per month, for each user over 
500,000; and, over 1 million us-
ers: $165,000 base fee per month, 
plus 50¢ per user, per month, for 
each user over 1 million.

The fee would be collected by 
the Illinois Secretary of State’s 
office, rather than the Illinois 
Dept. of Revenue.

The law specifically forbids 
companies hit by the fees from 
attempting to raise prices or im-
plement charges to make “Illinois 
users” pay the new “fees.”

Supporters assert the measure 
will generate at least $200 mil-

lion annually for the Illinois state 
government. Supporters, includ-
ing Pritzker, assert the money 
will be used to fund programs to 
deal with mental health issues, al-
legedly exacerbated by social me-
dia, as well as to fund schools and 
other state budget priorities.

However, a variety of groups, 
including lobbyists and legal ad-
vocates for tech companies and 
internet freedom, as well free 
speech advocates, tax reform ad-
vocates, and others, have lined up 
to blast the measure, asserting it is 
deeply flawed and likely tramples 
constitutional protections.

Tax analysts, for instance, have 
noted the law doesn’t actually de-
fine what a “user” is for the pur-
pose of “fee” calculations.

Critics have further noted the 
law’s potentially sweeping effect, 
threatening to loop in compa-
nies most people may not asso-
ciate as being subject to the tax. 
While supporters of such taxes 
have pointed to large social me-
dia companies, like Meta, Google 
and other operators of prominent  
social media sites, critics have 
noted the measure could also im-
pose a potentially crushing tax on 
lesser sites like AllTrails, a plat-
form on which users can share 
route maps and other information 
about their favorite hiking trails.

And platform operators swept 
up into the Illinois digital tax 
regime could face compound-
ing “astronomical” penalties if 
the state claims they didn’t pay 
enough, with penalties starting at 
an amount equal to 100% of the 
unpaid fee and penalties for every 
month the state doesn’t believe 
the business has paid enough.

Other critics have argued the 
taxes are unconstitutional levies 
targeted at publishers, with some 
likening the tax to a modern ver-
sion of the British Stamp Tax Act 
that helped to trigger the Ameri-
can Revolution in 1775.

Judge John Lyke

LAWSUIT: ‘social media tax’ unconstitutional, illegal

tax see p. 10

Other critics have  
argued the taxes are 

unconstitutional levies 
targeted at publishers, 
with some likening the 
tax to a modern version 

of the British Stamp  
Tax Act that helped  

to trigger the American 
Revolution in 1775.
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is the largest independently owned 
craft brewery in town. Headquar-
tered now at 3340 N. Kenzie Ave. 
in Avondale, the brewery features 
a massive 90,000-square-foot 
space.

Old Style was the city’s most 
historically iconic traditional 
beer deeply tied to Chicago cul-
ture. But  it was never brewed 
here, rather it is shipped in from 
La Crosse, WI. 

Even though it is embraced as 
a “Chicago’s beer,” that is due 
to marketing, its long-standing 
sponsorship with the Chicago 
Cubs, and ubiquitous neon tavern 
signs, its connection to the city 
has always been cultural rather 
than manufacturing-based.

The maps and cartography of 
Chicago breweries and saloons 
are as significant and revealing as 
the list of churches across the face 
of the city. They reveal the places 
real people lived and sacrificed 
for. They spotlight the footprint 
of American life and the bold 
courage of immigrants coming to 
a fresh homeland worthy of hu-
man investment. 

You want to know what it was 
like back in the 1850s in Chi-
cago? Read up on what people 
drank then. And where they 
drank it. Breweries, saloons and 
taverns carved out a spot in the 
lonely city that tasted like home 
and led them to friendships that 
helped them recover from the toil 
and pain of exile.

FARE THEE WELL,  
GIRLFRIEND: Judy Markey, 
82, died September 11. Cohost 
of the much loved “Kathy and 
Judy Show” on WGN Radio with 
Kathy O’Malley, Markey was 
also an accomplished author and 
columnist. A private Celebration 
of Life will be held on Septem-
ber 17. She was inducted into 
Northwestern Medill’s Hall of 
Achievement and also named one 
of Chicago’s “One Hundred Most 
Influential Women,” she was a 
credit to her gender, and this city. 
She will be missed. 

GO FISH: Fortune Fish & 
Gourmet CEO Sean O’Scannlain 
is selling his family’s 12,000-
square-foot, 7 bedroom luxe 
home at 4401 N. Hermitage Ave., 
and the $8.5 million asking price 
is a record for Ravenswood. Imag-

ine all the vacuuming? So they’re 
downsizing to a condo.

ORCHARD DAMAGE: Are 
you an autumnal apple picker? 
Sadly the word is some orchards 
around Chicago may not open 
this season because frost has 
killed the apple bloom that may 
take years to overcome. The 2026 
apple harvest is showing the dam-
age of cold springs.

CENTENNIAL: It’s been a 
wondrous summer for the kilted 
Ryans, the famed Chicago fam-
ily of pipers who 100 years ago 
founded the Shannon Rovers. 
That’s when grandpa Tommie 
Ryan founded the musical sen-
sation in 1926. You’ve spotted 
them for certain in every parade 
worthwhile. Throughout that 

century they have saluted popes 
and potentates, presidents, as-
tronauts, brides and grooms, and 
famed Chicagoans at their funer-
als. They’re in church as much as 
Cardinal Blase Cupich. Thanks 
for a century of heroic ancient 
tunes to remind us of our dreams 
and hopes.

HOLY BIRTHDAY: Pope 
Leo XIV turned 71 on Sept. 14. 
He visited the Vatican Apostolic 
Library that day and celebrated 
with the staff, noting that his 
mother had been a librarian.

SAMURAI: Samurai movie 
nights are back at the Japanese 
American Service Committee, 
5 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 3, 5700 N. 
Lincoln Ave. Screening of Seven 
Samurai (1954), bring treats, pop-
corn will be provided. 

BIG STARS: Candace Jordan  
celebrating Chicago Star Media 
with Elaine Hyde (publisher), 
Amanda Puck,   Cook County 
Treasurer Maria Pappas and 
Chef Art Smith at Mariano’s 
Lakeshore East.

PHOTOS: The Edgewater 
Historical Society invites you to 
submit photographs highlighting 
the unique architectural and his-
toric details found throughout the 
Bryn Mawr Ave. Historic District. 
Deadline is Sept. 30, get your 
photos in. Winners announced 
Oct. 31.

STARK ART: A new installa-
tion is coming to Lincoln Park’s 
Wrightwood 659 museum in Yuan 
Goang-Ming: Everyday War, a 
reinstallation of the Taiwanese 
artist’s 2024 work. The exhibi-
tion opens Friday Sept. 25 and 
will remain on view through Dec. 
19. At the opening remarks will 
be given, followed by self-guid-
ed tours. Speakers will include  
Mariah Keller, Executive Direc-
tor of Wrightwood 659; Yuan 
Goang-Ming, artist, Everyday 
War (with curator Abby Chen), 
and Betsy Johnson, assistant cu-
rator at the Hirshhorn Museum 
and Sculpture Garden.

LAKEVIEW ART: Look for 
me at the 21st Annual Lakev-
iew East Festival of the Arts this 
weekend. Sept. 19-20, Broadway 
is transforming into an art haven. 
More than 150 artists will set up 
their own unique booths, show-
casing incredible work ranging 
from paintings, jewelry, and ce-
ramics to clothing, photography, 
and so much more.

beer from p. 2

MORE ART: Painters Adam 
Umbach and this columnist will 
be exhibiting their latest works in 
Camden, Maine, Sept. 16 to Oct. 
22, at the Carver Hill Gallery in 
Camden. Anyone who might be 
in Maine then is invited to view 
the exhibit for the opening or any 
available time.

BET: This year’s Joseph Jef-
ferson Awards for Equity Theater 
will recognize Black Ensemble 
Theater [BET] with a Special 
Equity Award to celebrate its leg-
acy that was born from a power-
ful belief: that the arts can heal, 
unite, and transform. What began 
in 1976 as a place where Black 
voices could shine with truth, 
dignity, and joy, BET has grown 
into a nationally celebrated in-
stitution. Jackie Taylor, Founder 
and CEO, and Daryl D. Brooks, 
Artistic Director, will accept the 
award at the ceremony on behalf 
of BET on September 14 at the 
Harris Theater.

HARLEM DANCE: The 
Auditorium begins its 2026-
27 Dance Season titled North 
American Dance with a highly 
anticipated performance by the 
acclaimed American ballet com-
pany Dance Theatre of Harlem, 
who will present a trio of works 
from the company’s extensive 
repertoire, including the recently 
revived Firebird - a legendary rei-
magining of the traditional ballet 
based on a Russian folktale set 
in a lush Caribbean world. The 
one-night-only presentation takes 
place Saturday, October 17 at 7:30 
p.m. at 50 E. Ida B. Wells Dr. 

BIG BIRTHDAYS:  Happy 
belated birthday salute to the fab-
ulous music maker, the one and 
only “Maker of True Chicago Lyr-
ical Life,” Stanley Paul, of time-
less Pump Room fame… Mayo’s 
Dr. Randy Roenigk celebrating 
his 70th birthday this week by 
staying out of the hospital.

WHO’S WHERE: Mark  
Olley and Jim Ellsworth at 
Green City Market in Lincoln 
Park… Former First Ward Ald. 
Proco Joe Marino dining with 
his nephew at Mart Anthony’s on 
Hubbard and Racine,  joined our 
table to chew the fat… Literary 
lady Lucia Adams says AA Gill, 
the late pressman, was the finest 
social critic ever… Ret. Judge 
Rhoda Sweeney at Ralph Lauren 
Restaurant celebrating her birth-
day… Painter Lorraine Gless-

ner turning out some stunning 
new work, don’t miss it… Megan  
Addington was at the U.S. Open… 
Miestro Joe Shanahan pulling 
out the best records to spin… 
Jennifer Sutton Brieva and Doc 
Brieva in Palm City sipping wine 
and eating like its Paris… Marcus  
Sberna peddling across the rail-
road tracks of America even at 
night… Colin Hughes sunning 
on the sands of Michigan… Ju-
lia Jacobs borrowing her son’s  
Camaro and listening to Steve 
Miller… John Polich hosting a 
Route 66-themed garden party for 
200 people at Gabriel Environ-
mental Services at his laboratory 
on Elston Ave. next to the Salt 
Shed… Nikki Friar says the best 
part of going camping is not going 
and waking up in Greece… Daniel  
Rowan-Lyon backpacking in 
London with his puppy… Jolanta 
Ruege having a fabulous summer 
feast at Gibson’s Italia… Todd S. 
Davis says “The older I get, drama 
is embarrassing, lust is repulsive, 
instability is scary…” Christie’s 
Steven Zick on Mt. Desert Island 
in the Northeast Harbor coastal 
area of Maine… belated birthday 
to the one and only Myra Reilly 
who had a great birthday feast 
with John Reilly, Bobbi Panter, 
Matt Arnoux, Alexandra  
Simpson, Lyza and Mark 
Schlenker, Cheryl Coleman.

LIONS, TIGERS AND  
GIRAFFES: Tom Hackett and 
Tom McGuire joined Bill and 
Annette Horner LeCompte for a 
fabulous African Safari in Kenya 
at Maasai Mara Na in Mau Narok. 
Safari fashion a must. By day 4 
they have now seen the “Big 5” 
elephant, rhinoceros, lion, leopard 
and Cape buffalo.

PILL WAR: The quaalude 
comeback: a once ‘extinct’ drug 
from the 70s makes a resurgence. 
Quaaludes, a brand name for 
methaqualone abbreviated from 
“quiet interlude,” began inching 
their way into the pharmacopeia 
for drug nerds in earnest around 
2018 via the darkweb, sourced 
from producers in South Africa, 
where underground chemists have 
long produced methaqualone.

9/11: Last Friday marked the 
25th anniversary of the terrorist 
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. On that 
solemn anniversary, the Chicago 
Fire Dept. honored the nearly 
3,000 innocent lives lost and re-
member the first responders who 
made the ultimate sacrifice while 
serving others at events held at 
Navy Pier. Never forget. 

The attacks of Sept. 11th were 
intended to break our spirit.  
Instead we have emerged stron-
ger and more unified. We feel 
renewed devotion to the prin-
ciples of political, economic and 
religious freedom, the rule of 
law and respect for human life. 
We are more determined than 
ever to  live our lives in free-
dom. 

— Rudy Giuliani

tog515@gmail.com

Tommie Ryan

Maria Pappas, Elaine Hyde (publisher), Amanda Puck, Chef Art 
Smith and Candace Jordan. Daryl D. Brooks and Jackie Taylor.

The Shannon RoversJudy Markey

Fred Drucker with Rhoda Sweeney.
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“Blessed Are the Peacemakers,” an 
ecumenical prayer service, will draw 
people from different religious tradi-
tions for a prayer service starting at 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 30, for an 
International Day of Peace.

The service will be held in the  
Buchanan Chapel at Fourth Presbyte-
rian Church, 126 E. Chestnut St., on 
the Mag Mile. 

“September is often a time for  
reflection and renewal, making it a 
fitting month to pray for peace,” said 
the Rev. Andreas Garabedian, pastor 
of St. Gregory the Illuminator Arme-
nian Orthodox Church. “Our aim is to 
build bridges where there is division, 
bring hope where there is fear, and 
strengthen our commitment to love 
our neighbors.”

The event will conclude with a peace 
walk on Michigan Ave. and a closing 
prayer in the church courtyard. The 
prayer service is open to the public. 

Validated  parking for $11 is avail-
able at the 900 N. Michigan garage for 
entry after 5 p.m.

Sept. 30 service  
to mark International  

Day of Peace at  
Fourth Presbyterian 

Defining Courage, an immersive live 
multimedia docu-theater production and 
performance documentary, which exam-
ines the journey into the legacy of the Nisei 
Soldier—Japanese Americans who served 
in the segregated units of the 100th Infan-
try Battalion, 442nd Regimental Combat 
Team, Military Intelligence Service, and 
522nd Field Artillery Battalion.

It will be shown live at the Athenaeum 
Center, 2936 N. Southport Ave., 6 p.m. 
Sept. 20. Tickets range from $35 to $100.

The production combines historic film 
footage and cinematography, eyewitness 
interviews, and live music with an orches-

Defining Courage shown  
Sept. 20 at Athenaeum Center

tra and vocalists. The show now features 
original, live-performed music, featuring 
Grammy-winner Daniel Ho, acclaimed 
songwriter Harold Payne, and the RAISE 
Choir. 

Produced and narrated by Los Angeles  
news anchor and filmmaker David Ono, 
Defining Courage honors one of the  
greatest fighting units in American mili-
tary history.

Through storytelling, music, and archi-
val history, the production explores the  
extraordinary experiences of these soldiers,  
who faced prejudice at home while fight-
ing for their country abroad.

A portion of the Selfhelp Home, 908 W Argyle St., in Uptown. 

STORY AND PHOTO  
BY BOB ZULEY

A longtime community anchor in  
Uptown has announced a new fundraising 
campaign that will be part of a new perma-
nent historical installation at the organiza-
tion’s North Side home.

The Selfhelp Home last week launched 
“Give Light,” a fundraising campaign  
inviting families, friends, and supporters 
to dedicate one of 540 Points of Light that 
will become part of a new installation that 
relays the history of the community.

Set to be unveiled in December, the 
installation will tell the story of Selfhelp  
Home through archival photographs,  
artifacts, and stories tracing the evolution 
from a grassroots effort created to help 
Jewish refugees arriving in Chicago to the 
senior living community it is today.

At the heart of Selfhelp Home’s  
permanent installation, 540 Points of Light 
will glow in honor of the people who have 
helped shape the story of Selfhelp Home. 
The lights will celebrate families, volun-
teers, founders, and those who came before 
and those whose journey continues today.

With a gift of $180, people may dedi-
cate a Point of Light to someone they hold  
important and add their name to this mean-
ingful display.

The campaign draws on the significance 
of the number 18 in Jewish tradition. The 
Hebrew word chai, meaning “life,” has a 
numerical value of 18, making gifts in  
multiples of 18 is a longstanding Jewish 
tradition. The 540 Points of Light represent 
30 times chai, while each $180 donation 
represents 10 times chai.

Selfhelp Home is a senior living facility 
on Argyle St., and it has a history unlike 

any other senior living home in Chicago. It 
was founded in 1938 as Jewish families fled 
a Europe darkened by rising antisemitism, 
by German immigrants who organized 
a volunteer mutual aid network to help  
Holocaust refugees rebuild their lives. The 
institution reorganized into a senior living 
facility over the years and has continued its 
mission to serve people who need it.

The Selfhelp Home relocated to its  
current facility at 908 W. Argyle St. in the 
Uptown neighborhood in 1962 after out-
growing its original Hyde Park mansion at 
4951 S. Drexel Ave. [which had opened in 
1951].

The current home contains 72 indepen-
dent residential apartment units along with 
a 72-bed skilled nursing facility and short-
term rehabilitation unit.

Back when the home was founded in 
1938, Jewish immigrants were allowed 
into the U.S. but entry was strictly limited 
by rigid immigration quotas. Under the  
Immigration Act of 1924, the U.S. set strict 

Selfhelp Home in Uptown announces  
‘Give Light’ fundraising campaign

Jewish home for wartime refugees 
opened in Chicago in 1938

annual numerical limits on immigrants 
from each country. The combined quota for  
German and Austrian immigrants was 
capped at roughly 27,000 per year.

Strict bureaucratic hurdles, financial  
solvency requirements, and reluctance from 
the State Department meant that thousands 
of available quotas went unused even as the 
crisis grew.

In those days, there were no major  
direct public or government-funded relief  
assistance programs specifically for  
arriving Jewish refugees in Chicago;  
instead, aid was driven entirely by private 
volunteer networks and Jewish communal  
philanthropy.

To dedicate a Point of Light or learn 
more about the Give Light campaign, visit 
selfhelphome.org/pointoflight 
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Lakeview Township Real Estate For Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
NEWREZ LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE 
SERVICING,
Plaintiff,
-v.-
CHRISTOPHER BRADLEY PURDY A/K/A CHRIS-
TOPHER PURDY A/K/A CHRISTOPHER BRA 
PURDY, BARRY BY THE LAKE CONDOMINIUM 
ASSOCIATION, UNKNOWN OWNERS GENER-
ALLY, AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS.
Defendants.
2025CH13045
512 W Barry Ave 403, Chicago, IL 60657
NOTICE OF SALE PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale entered in the above cause on 7/22/2026, 
an agent of Auction.com, LLC will conduct the On-
line Only auction at www.auction.com, with the bid-
ding window opening on 10/19/2026 at 10:00 AM 
CDT and closing on October 21, 2026 at 10:00 AM 
subject to extension, and will sell at public sale to 
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate.
Commonly known as 512 W Barry Ave 403, Chi-
cago, IL 60657
Property Index No. 14-28-105-086-1011
The real estate is improved with a Condominium. 
The judgment amount was $213,200.80 Sale 
Terms: Full Sale Terms are available on the prop-
erty page at www.auction.com by entering 512 W 
Barry Ave 403 into the search bar. If sold to anyone 
other than the Plaintiff, the winning bidder must pay 
the full bid amount within twenty-four (24) hours of 
the auction's end. All payments must be certified 
funds. No third-party checks will be accepted. All 
bidders will need to register at www.auction.com 
prior to placing a bid. The subject property is subject 
to general real estate taxes, special assessments, 
or special taxes levied against said real estate and 
is offered for sale without any representation as to 
quality or quantity of title and without recourse to 
plaintiff and in "AS IS" condition. The sale is further 
subject to confirmation by the court. Upon payment 
in full of the amount bid, the purchaser will receive a 
certificate of sale that will entitle the purchaser to a 
deed to the real estate after confirmation of the sale. 
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property, prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the court file to verify all information. If this 
property is a condominium unit, the purchaser of the 

CHICAGO, IL 60640
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on June 11, 2026, an agent for The 
Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on Oc-
tober 21, 2026, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, 
IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, the following described 
real estate:
Commonly known as 5455 N SHERIDAN ROAD 
APT 3306, CHICAGO, IL 60640
Property Index No. 14-08-203-016-1379
The real estate is improved with a residence.
Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, 
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales 
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted. 
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to Plaintiff and in ''AS IS'' condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
Where a sale of real estate is made to satisfy a 
lien prior to that of the United States, the United 
States shall have one year from the date of sale 
within which to redeem, except that with respect 
to a lien arising under the internal revenue laws 
the period shall be 120 days or the period allow-
able for redemption under State law, whichever is 
longer, and in any case in which, under the provi-
sions of section 505 of the Housing Act of 1950, as 
amended (12 U.S.C. 1701k), and subsection (d) of 
section 3720 of title 38 of the United States Code, 
the right to redeem does not arise, there shall be no 
right of redemption.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 

MARIE LEE, JOHN LEE, UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants
2022CH11550
1615 WEST GRANVILLE AVENUE
CHICAGO, IL 60660
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on February 10, 2025, an agent 
for The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on October 19, 2026, at The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, 
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to 
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:
Commonly known as 1615 WEST GRANVILLE AV-
ENUE, CHICAGO, IL 60660
Property Index No. 14-06-217-006-0000
The real estate is improved with a single family 
residence.
Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, 
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales 
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted. 
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to Plaintiff and in ''AS IS'' condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-

unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee, 
shall pay the assessments and the legal fees re-
quired by the Condominium property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/9 (g)(l) and (g)(4). If this property is a condo-
minium unit which is part of a common interest com-
munity, the purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure 
sale other than a mortgagee shall pay the assess-
ments required by the Condominium Property Act, 
765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1). IF YOU ARE THE MORT-
GAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT 
TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AF-
TER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701 (C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE 
LAW. For information, contact Plaintiffs attorney: 
Kluever Law Group, LLC (312) 236-0077 please 
refer to file number SMS001689-25FC1. Auction.
com, LLC 100 N LaSalle St., Suite 1400, Chicago, 
IL 60602 - 872-225-4985 You can also visit www.
auction.com. Attorney File No. SMS001689-25FC1 
Case Number: 2025CH13045 NOTE: PURSUANT 
TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLECTION PRACTICES 
ACT, YOU ARE ADVISED THAT PLAINTIFF'S AT-
TORNEY IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE.
I3294155

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY, FSB, 
NOT INDIVIDUALLY BUT SOLELY AS TRUSTEE 
FOR FINANCE OF AMERICA STRUCTURED SE-
CURITIES ACQUISITION TRUST 2025-HB1
Plaintiff,
-v.-
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - SECRETARY 
OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT, 
5455 EDGEWATER PLAZA CONDOMINIUM 
ASSOCIATION, UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGA-
TEES OF SALVADOR GONZALEZ, GILBERT 
GONZALEZ, MARGARITA GONZALEZ, SERGIO 
GONZALEZ, ELIZABETH GONZALEZ, MARIO 
GONZALEZ, EDWARD GONZALEZ, JAIME 
GONZALEZ, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS, CARY ROSENTHAL, AS 
SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR SALVADOR 
GONZALEZ (DECEASED)
Defendants
2026CH00085
5455 N SHERIDAN ROAD APT 3306

is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, examine the court file, CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030 
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR 
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-25-07762
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Attorney Code. 21762
Case Number: 2026CH00085
TJSC#: 46-1546
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2026CH00085
I3294051

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
NEWREZ LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE 
SERVICING
Plaintiff,
-v.-

SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC Plain-
tiff's Attorneys, 333 West Wacker Drive, Suite 1820, 
Chicago, IL, 60606. Tel No. (312) 346-9088.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC
333 West Wacker Drive, Suite 1820
Chicago IL, 60606
312-346-9088
E-Mail: pleadings@mccalla.com
Attorney File No. 23-15212IL_921686
Attorney Code. 61256
Case Number: 2022CH11550
TJSC#: 46-1960
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2022CH11550
I3293953
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
CS 1528 WELLS, LLC, AS ASSIGNEE OF CIBC 
BANK USA 
Plaintiff,
-v.-
WELLSTEL, LLC, AN ILLINOIS LIMITED LIABIL-
ITY COMPANY, MCNP, LLC, PAPPAGEORGE 
HAYMES, LTD. (D/B/A PAPPAGEORGE HAYMES 
PARTNERS), AN ILLINOIS CORPORATION, SOL-
OMON BARKET, AN INDIVIDUAL, EZ PARKING 
LLC, AN ILLINOIS LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY, 
NATIONAL WRECKING COMPANY, AN ILLINOIS 
CORPORATION, UNKNOWN OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants.
PAPPAGEORGE HAYMES, LTD. (D/B/A PAPPA-
GEORGE HAYMES PARTNERS)
Counter-Plaintiff,
      v.
CS 1528 WELLS, LLC; MCNP, LLC; WELLSTEL, 
LLC; SOLOMON BARKET; EZ PARKING LLC; NA-
TIONAL WRECKING COMPANY; AND UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,
Counter-Defendants.
CHICAGO TITLE AND LAND TRUST COMPANY 
AS TRUSTEE UNDER TRUST AGREEMENT DAT-
ED OCTOBER 11, 1977 AND KNOWN AS TRUST 
NUMBER 5577;
Third Party Defendant.
2025 CH 04335 
1520-1532 N. WELLS ST. 
CHICAGO, IL 60610 
NOTICE OF SALE
      PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursu-
ant to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered 
in the above cause on June 23, 2026, an agent for 
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on October 19, 2026, at The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, 
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to 

condition of the property. Prospective bidders are 
admonished to check the court file to verify all in-
formation.
      If this property is a condominium unit, the pur-
chaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than 
a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4).  If this proper-
ty is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
      IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOME-
OWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
 You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and 
the foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the 
same identification for sales held at other county 
venues where The Judicial Sales Corporation con-
ducts foreclosure sales.
      For information, contact NOONAN & LIEBER-
MAN Plaintiff's Attorneys, 33 N. LaSalle Street, 
Suite 1150, Chicago, IL, 60602 (312) 431-1455. 
Please refer to file number 2700-1.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
NOONAN & LIEBERMAN
33 N. LaSalle Street, Suite 1150
Chicago IL, 60602
312-431-1455
E-Mail: intake@noonanandlieberman.com
Attorney File No. 2700-1

Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted. 
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to Plaintiff and in ''AS IS'' condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, examine the court file, CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030 

the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:
17-04-203-016-0000 Vol. 498 (Affects Tract 1, 
Parcel 1)
17-04-203-013-0000 Vol. 498 (Affects Lot 7 of Tract 
1, Parcel 2) Affects Land and other property.
17-04-203-086-0000 Vol. 498 (Affects Lot 8 & W 
10’ of Lot 9 of Tract 1, Parcel 2) Affects Land and 
other property.
17-04-203-032-0000 Vol. 498 (Affects N 1/2 of Lot 
10 of Tract 2)
17-04-203-033-0000 Vol. 498 (Affects S 1/2 of Lot 
10 of Tract 2 )
17-04-203-015-0000 Vol. 498 (Affects Lot 11 of 
Tract 2) Affects Land and other property.
17-04-203-030-0000 Vol. 498 (Affects Tract 3)
17-04-203-034-0000 Vol. 498 (Affects Tract 4)
17-04-203-087-0000 Vol. 498 (Affects Tract 5)
      Commonly known as 1520-1532 N. WELLS ST., 
CHICAGO, IL 60610      
The real estate is improved with a commercial 
building.
The judgment amount was $10,869,508.36.
       Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the 
Plaintiff, 25% down of the highest bid by certified 
funds at the close of the sale payable to The Judi-
cial Sales Corporation.  No third party checks will 
be accepted. The balance, in certified funds/or wire 
transfer, is due within twenty-four (24) hours. The 
subject property is subject to general real estate 
taxes, special assessments, or special taxes levied 
against said real estate and is offered for sale with-
out any representation as to quality or quantity of 
title and without recourse to Plaintiff and in ''AS IS'' 
condition. The sale is further subject to confirmation 
by the court. 
      Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the 
purchaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
      The property will NOT be open for inspection 
and plaintiff makes no representation as to the 

Attorney Code. 38245
Case Number: 2025 CH 04335
TJSC#: 46-2008
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff’s attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used for 
that purpose.
8232-969279
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
ASSOCIATED BANK, N.A.
Plaintiff,
-v.-
JOHN A. FLORES, THE PIERRE CONDOMINIUM 
ASSOCIATION, STATE OF ILLINOIS - DEPART-
MENT OF REVENUE
Defendants
2024CH09579
2100 N LINCOLN PARK W APT 4DN
CHICAGO, IL 60614
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on July 6, 2026, an agent for The 
Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on Oc-
tober 13, 2026, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, 
IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, the following described 
real estate:
Commonly known as 2100 N LINCOLN PARK W 
APT 4DN, CHICAGO, IL 60614
Property Index No. 14-33-206-047-1077
The real estate is improved with a residence.
Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, 
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales 

NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR 
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-24-04790
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Attorney Code. 21762
Case Number: 2024CH09579
TJSC#: 46-1627
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used for 
that purpose.
Case # 2024CH09579
I3293618

090909 -----------------------------------------------------

020202 -------------------------------------------------------

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad  

For 3 Consecutive Weeks 
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

N E W S  S T A R

Real Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale

Rogers Park Township Real Estate For Sale

N E W S  S T A R

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL TRUST COMPANY, 
AS TRUSTEE FOR GSAMP TRUST 2005-SD1, 
MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, 
SERIES 2005-SD1
Plaintiff,
-v.-
MUHAMMAD S. MOUSAVI, NASREEN S. MOUSA-
VI, DYCK-O'NEAL, INC., CACH, LLC, STATE OF 
ILLINOIS, NEW RIDGE VILLAGE CONDOMINIUM 
ASSOCIATION
Defendants
25 CH 1310
6432 N. RIDGE BOULEVARD APT 3C
CHICAGO, IL 60626
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on July 21, 2025, an agent for The 
Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on Oc-
tober 20, 2026, at The Judicial Sales Corporation, 
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago, 
IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to the highest 
bidder, as set forth below, the following described 
real estate:
Commonly known as 6432 N. RIDGE BOULEVARD 
APT 3C, CHICAGO, IL 60626
Property Index No. 11-31-401-098-1064
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $58,570.77.
Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, 
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales 
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted. 
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
LOGS Legal Group LLP
2801 LAKESIDE DRIVE, SUITE 207
Bannockburn IL, 60015
847-291-1717
E-Mail: ILNotices@logs.com
Attorney File No. 25-102418
Attorney Code. 42168
Case Number: 25 CH 1310
TJSC#: 46-1938
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 25 CH 1310
I3294015

161616 --------------------------------------------------

090909 -------------------------------------------------

020202 ---------------------------------------------------

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad  

For 3 Consecutive Weeks 
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to Plaintiff and in ''AS IS'' condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, contact The sales clerk, LOGS 
Legal Group LLP Plaintiff's Attorneys, 2801 LAKE-
SIDE DRIVE, SUITE 207, Bannockburn, IL, 60015 
(847) 291-1717 For information call between the 
hours of 1pm - 3pm.. Please refer to file number 
25-102418.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

For its part, Netchoice in its lawsuits 
claim the taxes are unconstitutional taxes 
on digital speech and illegally single out 
digital commerce and publishing for un-
constitutional tax treatment.

Netchoice has noted the Illinois tax and 
fee regime is similar to a digital advertising 
tax in Maryland that courts have already 
struck down.

And Netchoice has noted the Illinois 
tax and fee measure is very like the city of 
Chicago’s ordinance levying similar “user 
fees” against social media platforms. Ne-
tchoice is also suing the City of Chicago 
over that measure.

And in its new lawsuits against the state, 
Netchoice is leveling many of the same ar-
guments that have already been deployed 
in court against Chicago’s fees… for in-
stance, the Illinois social media tax would 
be impossible to constitutionally collect, as 

the law includes no mechanism for deter-
mining who should be taxed and when. For 
instance, they noted, if both Illinois and 
Indiana impose the same taxes, social me-
dia companies could be taxed twice for the 
same single “user,” should the “user” live 
in Illinois, but access their social media 
content while in Indiana.

And the uncertain nature of the tax and 
its consequences for online commerce will 
lead to higher costs and lost opportunity for 
Illinois residents, Netchoice said, as “some 
services may choose to limit or exit the Il-
linois market altogether – cutting residents 
off from vital communication, educational, 
and community-organizing tools they rely 
on daily. This tax raises the cost of doing 
business, costs that are likely to be passed 
on to Illinois consumers, and harms entre-
preneurs’ ability to grow.” 

The state has not yet responded to the 
lawsuits in court.

tax from p. 7

“With home inventories down -25.8% 
year to date, the market desperately needs 
a strong influx of new listings,” said broker 
John Irwin of Baird & Warner, co-author 
of the report with Jackie Lafferty.

With the listing shortage, median home 
prices increased on the Near North/Gold 
Coast, Lincoln Park and Lakeview. Medi-
an North Side prices are up 10.9% year to 

date, according to Baird & Warner. 
Whether it’s dollars, donuts or domiciles, 

the law of supply and demand will not be 
ignored. 

For more housing news, visit www.don-
debat.biz. Don DeBat is co-author of “Es-
caping Condo Jail,” the ultimate survival 
guide for condominium living. Visit www.
escapingcondojail.com.

rates from p. 5
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Autos Wanted
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 800-245-0398

Commercial Space for Rent
Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 800 to 
1000 square feet, $15 per foot / UP. Three-year 
lease @ $15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven 
funds. 773-772-0808 please leave message.

Coins

Pilsen Express Junk Removal
Serving the greater  
Chicagoland Area

Junk removal we cover
• Furniture/appliance pickup 

• Residential cleanouts (homes, garages, 
attics, basements) 

• Commercial cleanouts  
(offices, retail stores) 

• Construction debris removal 
• Eco-friendly recycling  

and donations  
(TVs, any type of electronics)

“No job is too big or too small—we 
handle them all.” Affordable rates. 

Call or send a photo to  
(312) 961-0498  

for a fast & free quote!

 Service Directory/Classifieds

• Welder Generator
• Drain Rodder
• Ridgid Threading Machine
• Tank Torch Set    
• Ridgid Plumbing Tools

TOOL  
LIQUIDATION

101supplyok@gmail.com

773-818-0808
RECYCLED • CHEAP

TOOL LIQUIDATION

ACCURATE  
EXTERIOR

& MASONRY
Specializing in Tuckpointing  

Chimneys, Brick Work, Lintel, 
Parapet Walls, Parging,  

City Violations & Roofing.
Rated “A” on Angie’s List

Licensed and Insured
Free Estimate

773-592-4535
(10S14A)

• TUCKPOINTING • BRICKWORK
• MASONRY • CHIMNEY

• MASONRY VIOLATIONS CORRECTED
• LINTEL REPLACEMENT

• ROOFING • PARAPET WALLS
• GUTTERS • SOFFIT/FASCIA

10% DISCOUNT
FREE ESTIMATES - INSURED

(773) 774-0444
www.MarksTuckpointing.com

To Advertise 
Call  

773-465-9700 

WINDOWS

4935 W. Le Moyne St., Chicago, IL 60651
773-379-3500   www.advancedwindow.com

Advanced Window Corp.

American and European Windows & Doors
Manufacturing & Sales

VIST OUR SHOWROOM TODAY

GLASS & SCREEN REPAIRS DONE FAST!

EYE CARE

To place an ad, call 773-465-9700 or email:  
insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com   

Deadline: 5pm Mondays

www.insideonlilne.com

A Red’s Hauling Service
Removal of unwanted items  

from Basements, Garages, Attics,  
Businesses, Estate Clearance

Senior Citizen Discount
FREE ESTIMATES

773-616-0979
redshaulingservice.com

Furniture Removal/ 
Junk Removal

Sleeping Rooms

Nice room w/ stove, fridge 
& bath. Near ALDI,  

Walgreens, beach, Red 
Line & buses. Elevator & 
Laundry. $149/wk and up. 

773-275-4442

Cook County - Chicago

BIG ROOM with stove, 
fridge, bath & nice wood 
floors. Near Red Line & 

Buses. Elevator & Laundry, 
Shopping. $139/wk.  

773-561-4970

Cook County - Chicago

Clean room, refrigerator, 
microwave, near Oak Park, 
Food-For-Less, Walmart, 

Walgreens, Laundry,  
Buses and Metra.

$140.00 a week and up.
$595.00 a month and up.

773-637-5957

Cook County - Chicago

CHESTNUT ORGANIZING 
AND CLEANING SERVICES:

 Especially for people who 
need an organizing service  

because of depression, 
elderly, physical or mental 
challenges or other causes 

for your home’s clutter, 
disorganization, dysfunction, 
etc. We can organize for the 
downsizing of your current  
possessions to more easily  
move into a smaller home.  

With your help, we can 
organize and clean for the 

deceasedin lieu of having the 
bereaved needing to do the 

preparation to sell or rent the 
deceased’s home. We are  

absolutely not judgemental; 
we’ve seen and done “worse” 

than your job assignement. 
With your help,  

can we please help you?
Chestnut Cleaning Service:  

312-332-5575 
www.ChestnutCleaning.com

Services

Midwest  
General  

Contractor
REPAIRS

ROOFS • GUTTERS
CARPENTRY • WINDOWS

SIDING • DOORS
Call John

(312) 301-9980

CONTRACTORHeating & Cooling

ALL HOME  
PROJECTS

Heating & Cooling
Any Repairs

New Installations
Electrical

Senior Discounts
Licensed and Insured
708-680-6161

Janitorial

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rat-
ing COMMON AREAS CLEANING•  
OFFICE CLEANING - CARPET 
CLEANING • POWER WASHING - 
SNOW REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Miscellaneous
Consumer Cellular - same reliable, nationwide cov-
erage as large carriers. No long-term contract or 
hidden fees, free activation. All plans unlimited talk 
& text starting at just $20/mo. 877-751-0866

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little as 1-day. Limited time, 
waving all installation costs! Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change & vary by dealer. Ends soon. 
844-501-3208

Need cash quickly? We buy houses in any condi-
tion. Get a fair cash offer within 24 hours! Call today. 
Liz Buys Houses: 833-359-4707

No more cleaning gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter 
backed by no-clog guarantee & lifetime warranty. 
Call 1-833-610-1936 to schedule FREE inspection/
estimate. Get 15% off your entire order. Military & 
Seniors get additional 10% off. Limited time. Re-
strictions apply, see rep for details.

Peace of mind & early detection - Now more than 
ever, it’s important to get screened for Stroke & 
Cardiovascular Disease risk. Life Line Screening is 
simple & painless. 833-970-4172

Reach millions of homes nationwide with one easy, 
affordable buy in the ADS Network! For more infor-
mation www.communitypublishers.com/category/
all-products

SunSetter. America’s Number One Awning! Instant 
shade at the touch of a button. Transform your deck 
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year limited 
warranty. Save $350 today! 855-914-1148

TOP DOLLAR PAID for old vintage guitars! Gibson, 
Fender, Martin, Grecsch, Rickenbacker, Epiphone, 
Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. Call 866-433-8277

BEARS, CUBS
Hot Collectibles, Memorabilia

• 1985 Bears Team Large Placard 
(30x35x1/4”)

• Bears Soft Hat - from Italy!
• Gale Sayers Football, Autographed
• Circa ‘70s Clean, Large Official 

Cubs Player Shirt
• Cubs 1990 Pennant -  

All-Star Game - at Wrigley Field
• Bobbleheads: Anthony Rizzo, 

Javier Baez
• Jimmy Piersall - signed baseball  

1955 “Fear Strikes Out”
• Beautiful, Colorful 2001, ‘06 and ‘07 

Calendars of Cubs Wrigley Field 
Unopened

• Trib & Sun-Times Full newspapers 
Championship Game 11/3/16

• Famous “Bottom of the 7th”  
by Norman Rockwell

Contact mike.sungloss@gmail.com

Sports Collectibles  
& Memorabilia

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION

FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORATION,
                                               Plaintiff,                          CASE NO. 2026CH05604
                                          vs.
JULIE FOX, SPECIAL REPRESENATIVE FOR           Subject Property: 14845 Main Street 
IRMA CALVERT; UNKNOWN HEIRS AND                  Harvey, IL 60426 
LEGATEES OF IRMA CALVERT; CITY OF  
HARVEY; FOUNDATION FINANCE COMPANY,  
LLC; UNKNOWN OWNERS AND  
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS,
                                               Defendants.
         
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO YOU:
Unknown Heirs and Legatees of Irma Calvert; Unknown owners and non-record claimants
That this case has been commenced in this Court against you and other defendants, praying for the 
foreclosure of a certain Mortgage conveying the premises described as follows, to-wit:
Legal description: LOT 18 IN RESUBDIVISION OF BLOCK 21, (EXCEPT THE EAST 87.06 FEET OF 
THE SOUTH 142 FEET THEREOF) OF YOUNG’S CENTRAL SUBDIVISION OF BLOCKS 46, LOTS 
21 AND THE SOUTH 1/2 OF LOT 22 IN BLOCK 50, LOTS 1 TO 12 AND 14 TO 21, INCLUSIVE, OF 
BLOCK 51 AND OF LOTS 1 TO 6, INCLUSIVE, OF BLOCK 52 ALL IN SOUTH LAWN, A SUBDIVI-
SION OF SECTION 17, AND THE SOUTH 1/2 OF SECTION 8, TOWNSHIP 36 NORTH, RANGE 14, 
EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, IN COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS.
Common address: 14845 Main Street, Harvey, IL 60426
Tax Parcel Number: 29-08-409-014-0000
And which said Mortgage was made by: Irma Calvert
The Mortgagor(s), to Freedom Mortgage Corporation, as Mortgagee, and recorded in the office of 
the Recorder of Deeds of Cook County, Illinois, as Document No. 95199900; and for other relief; that 
summons was duly issued out of said Court against you as provided by law and that the said suit is 
now pending.
NOW, THEREFORE, UNLESS YOU file your answer or otherwise file your appearance in this case in 
the Office of the Clerk of this Court,
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY
COUNTY DEPARTMENT, CHANCERY DIVISION, 50 W. Washington St., Chicago, IL 60602
On or before October 2, 2026 (answer period expiration date), A DEFAULT MAY BE ENTERED 
AGAINST YOU AT ANY TIME AFTER THAT DAY AND A JUDGMENT MAY BE ENTERED IN  
ACCORDANCE WITH THE PRAYER OF SAID COMPLAINT.

FREEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORATION
By: /s/ Charlotte A. Haack
Halliday, Watkins & Mann, P.C.
Attorney for Plaintiff
376 E 400 S, Ste 300
Salt Lake City, UT, 84111
801-355-2886
Email: ilteam@hwmlawfirm.com

Real Estate For Sale

Eye Exam with  
3-Month SPH Contacts

only $120 

SUPERIOR EYECARE
SINCE 1987

773-525-1601
1152 W. Diversey Parkway

We accept County Care

MAKING GLASSES -  
Lens & Frame - IN 1 HOUR

for as low as $200

I buy classic cars especially convertibles 50/60s 
Impala/55-57 Bel Air/ Cadillac/ Monte Carlo/ 

Cutlass/ Buick/ Caprice/ Chevelle / Mercedes/ etc., 
any condition. Call Bill 414-514-1828.

Wanted to Buy

847-749-8227
847-291-9091

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

DADRASS
PAINTING

• FREE ESTIMATES •

KITCHEN & BATH  
REMODELING

DADRASSPAINTING@YAHOO.COM

PAINTING

TUCKPOINTING

News tips?
Call 773-465-9700 

Confidentiality guaranteed www.gofundme.com/manage/your-friendly- 
neighborhood-newspapers.f

Donate to this newspaper’s legal fund

On Oct. 24, 2023, UL Solu-
tions opened their newest lo-
cation in downtown Chicago. 
The company’s new approxi-
mately 40,000-square-foot 
space is at the 45-story 155 N. 
Wacker Dr. building.

The new UL Solutions facil-
ity in Chicago complements 
its existing 110-acre campus 
in Northbrook, located at 
333 Pfingsten Rd. The North-
brook campus has served as 
the headquarters for the Un-
derwriters Laboratories en-
terprise for 44 years, having 
relocated from its previous 
downtown Chicago location 
on E. Ohio St. in 1979, where it 
had been situated since 1905.

The Symbol of Safety: The 
Story of Underwriters Labora-
tories and the Creation of Safety 
Science is a new installation in 
the “Second to None” gallery at 
the Chicago History Museum 
[CHM], 1601 N. Clark St. The in-
stallation explores how Chicago 
became the birthplace of safety 
science through the creation of 
Underwriters Laboratories in 
1894 and the vision of founder 
William Henry Merrill Jr.

In 1893, Merrill Jr., an electri-
cal engineer, arrived in Chicago 
to inspect installations at the 
World’s Columbian Exposition, 
which then featured the largest 
display of electricity most people 
had ever seen. 

Supported by local fire in-
surance underwriters, Merrill 
launched his tiny testing sta-

The story of Underwriters Laboratories on display at History Museum
“Look for UL”

tion above a Chicago fire patrol  
station at the fairgrounds.

Since electricity poses many 
risks for fire and injury, Merrill’s 
inspection work demonstrated the 
need for independent electrical 
safety testing. 

Merrill gained backing from 
insurance underwriters, and in 

1894 he opened his one-room test-
ing laboratory. In 1901, that room 
became Underwriters Laborato-
ries [UL]. Chicago thus became 
the birthplace of safety science 
as UL shaped safety practices 
worldwide.

Through artifacts, photographs, 
documents, and stories from 

A soda acid fire extinguisher undergoing testing at Underwriters Labora-
tories, circa 1910s.

Downtown
the company’s archives, visitors 
to the CHM will discover how  
scientific testing and evaluation 
helped address emerging fire 
and electrical hazards, shaping  
modern approaches to risk reduc-
tion and consumer protection.

The installation also traces 
the evolution of the iconic UL 
Mark—one of the world’s most 
well-recognized symbols of 
safety. The UL Mark—the ini-
tials UL in a circle—recognized  
Underwriters Laboratories’ rigor-
ous testing and approaches to risk 
reduction and consumer protec-
tion, a legacy that endures today.

Learn more in the UL instal-
lation in Chicago: Crossroads 
of America, at CHM, featuring  
artifacts, historical documents, 
and personal stories presented in 
collaboration with UL Research 
Institutes, UL Standards &  
Engagement, and UL Solutions.
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Main Stage 

Noon Jose Valdez and  
   The Mambo All Stars
1:30 pm Hurricane Gumbo
3:00 pm Stevie McVie
4:30 pm Nelson Street Revival
6:00 pm Steve Richards 
   Neil Diamond Tribute
8:00 pm Disco Dance Party
Roscoe Stage 
12:30 pm Steve Hashimoto/Pat Fleming Duo
2:00 pm Amanda Coppetelli
3:30 pm Nathan Graham
5:00 pm Girl K
6:30 pm Todd Allison and The Kind Force

Main Stage 

Noon Marirose Rueth Band

1:30 pm Third City Brass Band

3:00 pm Hurricane Reggae

4:30 pm The Claudettes 

Roscoe Stage 

12:15 pm Elaine Dame

1:30 pm Minor Moon

3:00 pm Spare Parts

4:30 pm The Beaus

Sunday, Sept. 20thSaturday, Sept. 19th
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lvefota.comON BROADWAY � BELMONT TO HAWTHORNE

PARTICIPATING SPONSORSCO�SPONSORS

This weekend!

mercial daycare rather than a “school.”
As an unintended consequence, that rul-

ing may have put the school and the parents 
of their students in legal limbo. Chicago 
Municipal Code § 17-17-0103-J explicitly 
defines a school as an institution providing 
“state-mandated basic education.”

Interpreting Municipal Code § 17-17-
0103-J to strip an active primary classroom 
of ‘school’ status creates an unworkable le-
gal absurdity: it logically forces full-time 
students into non-compliance with Illinois 
Compulsory Attendance Law (105 ILCS 
5/26-1).

By formally deciding the facility fails to 
meet this definition, the court established 
that, as a matter of municipal law, the lo-
cation does not provide state-mandated 
basic education. Illinois Compulsory At-
tendance Law (105 ILCS 5/26-1) strictly 
requires parents of children aged 6 to 17 
to enroll them in a school that fulfills basic 
education requirements.

This ruling now creates a severe contra-
diction for neighborhood families whose 
primary-grade children attend the facility 
daily.

The administrative records from this 
case includes testimony from parents 
showing that elementary-age children at-
tend full-time during normal school hours 
for core academic instruction.

By stripping the facility of “school” sta-
tus under a municipal definition that mir-
rors state law, the ruling logically implies 

that parents sending primary students there 
are failing to comply with state compulsory 
education mandates. This was done purely 
to clear away the rule over a 500-foot com-
mercial buffer for a dispensary, so that Hel-
en’s son Brendan Shiller and his partners 
can sell pot legally down the block.

From outward appearances, it seems 
ZBA commissioner Shiller used her City 
Hall clout to taint a ZBA vote that clearly 
benefitted her son, a part owner of the dope 
dispensary.

According to court filings presented by 
the plaintiff, documents reveal that Bren-
dan Shiller held an ownership stake as a 
“principal officer” at the time of his moth-
er’s vote. The suit characterizes this as a 
material disclosure that Shiller omitted 
from the board while actively participating 
in the hearing and casting her decisive vote 
on Sept. 20, 2024.

Shiller cast the deciding 3-2 vote on the 
proposed SUP to open up the dispensary at 
a location too close to Guidepost Montes-

sori School.
Under the Chicago Governmental Eth-

ics Ordinance (Chapter 2-156), members of 
the ZBA are classified as appointed City 
officials and are strictly bound by conflict 
of interest rules. Section 2-156-130 (Action 
on behalf of relatives or domestic partners) 
specifically handles nepotism and familial 
favoritism. It explicitly prohibits any City 
official from participating in making a 
decision where their relative or domestic 
partner is seeking that action or decision.

Because ZBA rulings are quasi-judicial/
administrative decisions, a member of the 
Board cannot vote or act on a petition sub-
mitted by or directly affecting a relative. 

Penalties for violating the Chicago Gov-
ernmental Ethics Ordinance include fines 
of up to $20,000 per violation, public cen-
sure, and job termination. 

Under Section 2-156-030, officials are 
prohibited from using their official posi-
tion to influence a City decision in which 
they or a relative have an economic interest. 
The conflict must be formally disclosed on 
the record of proceedings. The mandated 
protocol for Helen Shiller demanded she 
refrain from voting.

In court, the city’s lawyers argued that 
the regulations demand only that a ZBA 
commissioner be “impartial.”

After the ruling, Jenna Milaeger, attor-
ney for plaintiff Beth Ellen Padera, said 
this was the end of the legal battle, that 
her client chose not to pursuit the case any 
further. After this ruling, it is doubtful that 
Shiller will face any internal investigation.

pot from p. 1

this kind of commercial alley access. The 
Southport corridor of Lakeview has trans-
formed from a working class neighborhood 
to an upscale, gentrified strip of high-end 
stores and national chain outlets. That’s 
why City Hall frowns upon businesses that 
serve labor needs and require curbside cut-
outs and alley egress rights.

The Chicago Municipal Code [Sec. 10-
20-430] says that properties requiring a 
commercial driveway permit must have a 
physical barrier preventing access to the  
alley unless the property receives an ex-
emption from the Chicago City Council.

Chicago’s driveway-permit law also says 
that the Chicago Dept. of Transportation 
[CDOT] is supposed to consider whether 
the arrangement creates an undue pedes-

trian or traffic-safety hazard and whether 
the property complies with zoning and 
building ordinances. If CDOT refuses a 
driveway permit, the applicant is supposed 
to receive a written notice of the refusal 
with administrative appeal available to the 
mayor.  

car wash from p. 1 It’s not immediately known what notices 
Quiroga received from the City.

However commercial alley exemptions 
in the ward are still introduced in City 
Council by the 44th Ward alderman. Ex-
emptions have been routinely granted by 
current Ald. Bennett Lawson as well as by 
Lawson’s predecessor, Ald. Tom Tunney.

What is different now is that vehicles 
waiting to enter Quiroga’s Car Wash now 
temporarily interfere with the newly in-
stalled privileged bicycle lanes on South-
port Ave. Despite the precedent of decades 
of use as a neighborhood car wash, scooter 
riders and bikers today are being given the 
privilege over an established business.

For information on the Help Save  
Quiroga’s Car Wash Petition, see: https://
share.google/m8vKVJ6NKkdFqs7QN

As an unintended consequence, 
that ruling may have put the 

school and the parents of their 
students in legal limbo.  

Chicago Municipal Code  
§ 17-17-0103-J explicitly defines  

a school as an institution  
providing “state-mandated  

basic education.”

However commercial alley 
exemptions in the ward are still 

introduced in City Council  
by the 44th Ward alderman.  

Exemptions have been  
routinely granted by current 
Ald. Bennett Lawson as well  
as by Lawson’s predecessor, 

Ald. Tom Tunney.

the Rams made it to the state finals in class 
3A. Last year, the Rams fell in the 4A sec-
tional championship game to New Trier. 

Gajzler has an amazing .700 winning 
percentage in her six seasons at DePaul 
Prep, as her Rams have moved from class 
2A to class 4A. The Rams are now on the 
cusp of being among the elite programs in 
girls’ volleyball—joining Benet, New Trier, 
Mother MacCuley and St. Ignatius.

“Truly it comes down to the girls and the 
families. They really bought into the cul-
ture. Everything that we have asked of the 
players and the families, they have bought 
in. The moment the girls trusted us, it all 
changed. The sky is the limit for us now. 
How cool is this event now. Two years in a 
row. It’s been amazing,” Gajzler said of the 
outdoor event. 

“I don’t think there is a secret sauce to it. 
It’s just every day, every season, you just try 
to get better. When we first started, it was 
to win conference in the [GCAC] White. 
That was our goal—win a few conference 
matches. Then that became win conference 
and then that became win regionals.”

Gajzler is the force behind the sunset 
showdown. Last year after the Nebraska 
girls’ volleyball team hosted a game in the 
Univ. of Nebraska’s football stadium to a 
crowd of 93,000 people, Gajzler pitched 
the idea of doing the same at DePaul Prep 
to Athletic Director Patrick Mahoney. Ma-
honey loved the idea even to extent of buy-
ing their own outdoor court. 

“It’s so cool to see that whole community 
come out to watch women’s sports. You’re 
seeing it at the collegiate level; you’re see-
ing it at the national level. In the last three 
weeks, you are seeing it in an NFL stadi-
um, an MLB stadium and an NHL stadium 
college volleyball is being played,” Gajzler 
said.

defeats from p. 1

Hexe Coffee Co., Pretty Cool Ice Cream, 
Rare Tea Cellar, Publican Quality Bread, 
Katherine Anne Confections, Feed Your 
Head Vegan and more, along with a rotat-
ing series of pop-ups, tastings, classes and 
offerings from the best and most sought-
after artisans, bakers and purveyors in 
Chicago and beyond. 

The market will also feature European 
grocery imports.

market from p. 1


