Endurance is not just the ability
to bear a hard thing,
but to turn it into glory.

— William Barclay
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Padre Pio relics come before SRO crowd at St. Ita’s

Celebration
of one of the world’s most
popular Catholic saints

STORY AND PHOTO
BY PATRICK BUTLER

It took extra police, a private
security detail, porta-potties and
a first-aid station to accommodate
the well-behaved overflow crowd
that poured into Edgewater’s St
Ita’s Church, 5500 N. Broadway
to venerate a dozen relics connect-
ed with Padre Pio, currently one of
the most popular Catholic saints.

Ironic for a simple Italian Fran-
ciscan Friar who craved solitude,
but spent much of his life hav-
ing to deal with rock star-level
crowds.

Admirers included even some
non-believers, awed by his mysti-
cal powers that included the abili-
ty to read minds, heal and bilocate
(be in two places at one time).

While “he never visited the
United States” in the usual way,
said Fr. Bob Cook, St. Ita’s pas-
tor, “he would visit people in their

A life-size statue of St. Pio stands
behind relics at St. lta’s Church. The
popular ltalian saint who died in the
late 1960s was said to have mystical
powers including hearings, the abil-
ity to read minds, and being in two
places at one time.

homes here.” And there is talk of
him visiting the battlefields during
‘World War II.

And he was especially known
for having the Stigmata, suffering
the wounds of Christ on his hands
and feet every day for 50 years.

“It was said he would lose a liter

of blood each day,” said Luciano
Lamonarca, founder and CEO of
the St. Pio Foundation in New
York. That’s why he wore gloves
all the time, some sources ex-
plained.

“Devotion to a saint like Padre
Pio helps us remember that the fa-
vor God shows is not always relief
from suffering. Joy and sorrow are
intertwined to serve God’s pur-
poses,” said Bishop Joseph Perry,
who gave the homily at the memo-
rial mass.

Among the dozen or so relics
displayed before the main altar
were fingerless gloves soaked with
blood from the Stigmata, a lock of
hair, part of his brown wool habit,
a scab from one of his lesions, a
piece of gauze stained with his
blood, and a handkerchief used to
wipe the sweat from Padre Pio’s
brow as he lay dying.

According to Lamonarca, Padre
Pio received an average of 10,000
letters a day. And each morn-
ing there would be thousands of
people outside the church where

PADRE PIO see p. 16

The Rocks are dead;
saving the legacy of Belmont Rocks

‘Prime piece of history
disappearing

in our lifetime’

BY OWEN KEEHNEN

Since the early days of the gay
movement, the Belmont Rocks
were a place the LGBTQ com-
munity called their own. That is
the lakefront stretch of stone and
grass from Belmont to Diversey
harbors, it was a public space
Chicago’s LGBTQ community
claimed from the 1960s through
the 1990s.

This was more than a frequented
area. The Rocks were a political
statement tied to LGBTQ libera-
tion.

Now that statement is in jeop-
ardy. The Rocks needs help - and
below you’ll see what you can do
to help save their legacy here on
the North Lakefront.

The Belmont Rocks were a sym-
bol of a right to be here, a right to
exist, and a right to gather outside
and in the sunlight at a time when
gay bars still had blackened win-
dows.

Community happened along this
undesirable strip of uneven lime-
stone blocks. Relationships and
friendships happened here, hook-
ups, unions, memorials, sex, pic-
nics, cookouts, dance parties and
rallies. Artwork covered many of
these stones. At the Rocks, people
laid in the sun, watched the sunset

Marglnal Waters circa 1985.

By Doug Ischar

before going out, and sat to watch
the sunrise after the bars closed.

Several weeks ago on my bike
ride to work in Lakeview I headed
to the Belmont Rocks just for old
times’ sake. I hadn’t been there in
years.

What I saw as I approached the
lake chilled me to the core.

This fun, sexy, and decadent
place, which was such an impor-
tant component in Chicago’s LG-
BTQ history, was gone. The Rocks
had been sterilized, sanitized, and
stripped of all the art and life and
erotic energy which made them
unique.

In 2003 the Rocks were bull-
dozed and removed as part of a
needed revetment project to safe-
guard against shoreline erosion.
Due to the valiant efforts of folks
like Charlotte Newfeld and Ald.
Tom Tunney [44th], some of the

JEFFERY LEVING, &,

old rocks which featured artwork
were preserved and incorporated
into the top layer of the wall or
repurposed as seating throughout
the park.

The result was in vain. A few
random limestone blocks weren’t
the Rocks.

I took a picture of what the
Rocks had become and posted
it to my Facebook page with the
comment, The Rocks Are Dead.
The response was overwhelming.

I had no idea that photo and
comment would speak to so many
people. When I got home I dug
though old pictures and found a
few of the Rocks - people loung-
ing around, partying, lazy days,
old boyfriends, even just the to-
pography of the place. The re-
sponse to these photos was even

THE ROCKS see p. 16
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Preckwinkle addresses
Loyola prayer breakfast

Cook County Board President
Toni Preckwinkle was the keynote
speaker at the North Side Reli-
gious Leadership Prayer Breakfast
at Loyola Univ. Sept. 26. Speak-
ers from the county’s departments
of Transportation, Forest Preserve,
Environmental Control and Sus-
tainability and others addressed
the crowd. Ald. Joe Moore (49th)
chaired the second annual event.

Cook County Board President Toni

Preckwinkle.  Photo by Bob Kitsos

Cops issue robbery alert
for Andersonville

BY CWBCHICAGO.COM

The usually calm Andersonville
neighborhood is at the center of
a police robbery alert after three
victims were robbed at gunpoint
last Thursday.

In each case, victims have been
approached on the street by two
offenders who are armed with a
handgun, police said.

The first victim was robbed out-
side of Pauline’s Restaurant, 1754
W. Balmoral, at 1:30 a.m. She told
police that the offenders pulled
out a gun and took her purse and
cash before running westbound on
Balmoral.

Later that day, the second vic-
tim was robbed as she walked near

her home in the 1400 block of W.
Catalpa around 10 p.m. She said
two offenders in hoodies put a
gun to her head and took her purse
and phone. They then fled toward
Clark St.

The third victim was robbed
moments later by two armed men
in the 1400 block of W. Berwyn,
police said. He last saw the men
near Starbucks at 5300 N. Clark.

Police said the suspects are both
black or Hispanic men, 19-21-
years old, and 5°-7” to 5°-9” tall.
One weighs about 130 Ibs., and
the other is much heavier, perhaps
200 lbs.

Anyone with information about the
robberies is asked to call Area North
investigators at 312-744-8263.

Participatory budgeting election
underway in 49th Ward

The Participatory budgeting
election in the 49th Ward is now
underway.

Residents of the ward can now
vote on capital spending designed
to direct Ald. Joe Moore how to
spend the ward’s annual $1 mil-
lion capital improvement budget.

In previous years elections have
been held in the Spring, but the
elections were moved to the Fall
to accommodate the City’s new
timeline for submitting infrastruc-
ture requests.

The official election day for
the 2018 budget year is Saturday,
Oct.14 but residents can also vote
early or online. Early voting in
this election is now taking place
at various locations throughout
the ward.

To be eligible to vote (online or
in person on election day or at an
early-voting site), residents must
be 16 years of age or older and
a resident of the 49th Ward. You
do not have to be a registered vot-
er or a U.S. citizen to participate.

Both the paper ballot and the
online ballot will provide infor-
mation on this year’s proposed
projects.

Those who want to vote on
election day Oct. 14, can do so
9 am. — 3 p.m., at Chicago Math
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and Science Academy, 7212 N.
Clark St.

Online voting is taking place
now and continues until 3 p.m.
Oct. 14. Online voters will be
given a unique code number and
may be used only once. For more
information call 773-338-5796.

Early voting at the 49th Ward
Service Office is underway now
through Oct.13, 9 am. — 7 p.m.
(closed Saturday and Sunday) at
7356 N. Greenview.

Early Voting is taking place at
Northside Community Resources
now through Oct. 13,9 am. - 5
p.m. (closed Saturday and Sun-
day) at 1530 W. Morse Ave.

Early voting will also take place
Oct. 5, 3:30 — 6:30 p.m. at the
Morse Red Line CTA station; Oct.
7,9 am. -2 p.m., at the Chicago
Dept. of Public Health Free Flu
Shots, 7356 N. Greenview and at
the Expungement Summit at Gale
School, 1631 W. Jonquil; Oct. 8,
8:30 a.m. — 12 noon at St. Igna-
tius Church, 6559 N. Glenwood,
9 am. — 2 p.m. Glenwood Sunday
Market Glenwood between Morse
and Lunt; Oct. 11, 3:30 — 6:30
p.m. at the Jarvis Red Line CTA
Station, and Oct. 12, 3:30 — 6:30
p.m. at the Loyola Red Line CTA
Station.
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Be kind, share and pick up your things

By Thomas J. O'Gorman

Have some tectonic plates
shifted during 2017 making our
cultural environment feel vastly
overwhelming?

Has our natural buoyancy been
deflated resulting in a shifting
earth beneath our feet?

Is our cultural environment re-
ally so bitter and awkward that we
are losing our knack for political
fluency?

We’ve been told that in Ameri-
can culture everything is politi-
cized. So says the gospel accord-
ing to the “Wall Street Journal”
last week.

They could be right.

It appears we have no more
boundary fences on emotion, in-
telligence or behavior.

American culture has been
“Kardashianized.” Reduced to
an absurdity by successive gen-
erations of self-focused, poorly
educated whiners famous for their
meaninglessness.

Time is no longer on our side, to
misquote the Stones.

We are culturally awash in the
mayhem of crippled reason, self-
serving incompetence, pseudo-
idealism and shabby moral imper-
atives. All this from a public that
can barely read or write.

Are we surprised that peoples’
judgments are impaired? It’s not
all President Trump’s doing.

When everything is politicized,
the public has little to grasp at in
forming stable political opinions.
No one learns from past experi-
ence. People think in sound bites.
Short, isolated and disconnected
thoughts about our Republic are
declared sufficient for a contem-
porary understanding of our na-
tional goals and ideals.

With little understanding of our
long history of development in
political thought, we are left to be
oppressed by the common limits

of the masses’ inability to reason.

Our citizens appear to be run-
ning amok. Mapless. Fueled by
an adolescent lack of context and
content. We’ve all become a Twit-
ter feed. Critics seek everything
for themselves, with all focus in-
ward, oblivious to the needs of
others. With scant regard for what
is sacred to others, or what essen-
tials are missing from their own
narrow lives.

I was raised by indulgent par-
ents, with few spoken rules. In the
cultural context of my boyhood
home we absorbed, we believed,
high moral thought. Our code of
living was before us everywhere
we went. The ethos of our identity
was emphatic, reinforced and in-
ternalized. With few areas of grey,
it was easy.

To outsiders, we Catholics may
have appeared “clergy ridden.”
Surrounded by Roman ayatollahs
and Vatican grand muftis. But, in
truth, our code wasn’t much more
than the bright thoughts of the me-
dieval Thomas Aquinas translated
into everyday living for the South-
side Irish. Much of its morality
was common sense. You know,
you could use it as a map through
life, to avoid the destructive things
that struck others down. Lessons
to be learned. A word to the wise.

We placed great value in those
things that boosted living no mat-
ter where you were from or where
you were going. That’s the thing
about a good map. It can simplify
the journey.

It all boiled down to a few sim-
ple things: be kind, share and pick
up your things.

“Be kind” was a moral abso-
lute as old as time that just always
seemed to make sense. It always
seemed to be able to get you out
of sticky situations. A never-fail
way to ease the burden of another.
Lift the load. Share the pain. Ease
the journey. The type of things we
never forget. Compassion. Empa-
thy. Sorrow at another’s trouble.
Thoughtfulness. Withholding a
criticism or harsh word. Because
you knew how it felt to be on the
outs.

Kindness was a way to put bal-
ance into a lopsided life.

“Share” was a high moral abso-
lute we knew, by the age of reason,
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In a story that is now legend,
in 1941, Jack Morgan of Cock
and Bull Ginger Beer was
sitting with John G. Martin

of Hublein and Rudolph Kunett,
the President of Smirnoff.
They were experimenting,
putting their heads together
on the invention of a new
cocktail. Ultimately they added
Smirnoff Vodka to Ginger Beer
on crushed ice with a healthy
squeeze of fresh lime.
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President Bartlet’s Oval Office filled with reason.

was meant to make life work.

Share was an act of human gen-
erosity that split in two the hunger
of the world. Not just for dividing
Hershey Kisses or 16 oz. Cokes.
But for dividing the hurt and hun-
gers of others. It had been as much
an act of mercy for people in the
Medici’s Florence as it was for
sharing food with neighbors hun-
gry in Lakeview, West Town and
Rogers Park. It may have been at
the first moment of sharing that
humans became more than the
apes. Sharing is not the dividing
of spoils, but rather the halving of
what beats us down.

“Pick up your things,” though,
is less intellectual and more action
oriented. Its sense of right-living
seemed to free us from the clutter
of everyday life. Toys and baseball
mitts and cowboy gear, of course.
But also cobwebbed minds and
shallow thoughts.

Thinking is important. Minds
need to ripen. Wisdom must be
absorbed. Can’t happen when the
detritus of life’s flotsam and jet-
sam rattle your intelligence and
you never engage the thoughts of
others. Both the bold thoughts of
invention. And the soft thoughts
of poetic vision, lyrical lines and
comforting harmonies.

Picking up your things is about
order and balance. Not just neat-
ness. It’s consumed with rever-
ence for the things of life that lift
us up and fill us with hope. There
are lessons to be learned.

America’s damaged politi-
cal aesthetic has pushed me over
the edge. Maybe it’s the sight of
all those Zombies walking down
streets glaring into their phones
like they were receiving orders
from the mother ship. It is unfath-
omable that any aesthetic could
penetrate those tight wrapped co-
coons of electronic isolation, or as
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they call it, “social media.” I think
it has been an invaluable tool in
the politicization of everything.

So as Puerto Rico sinks into the
Atlantic; and Americans lose track
of why Colin Kaepernick genu-
flected himself out of the NFL;
and take little notice of President
Trump’s dangerous nuclear brinks-
manship with North Korea’s Kim
Jung Un; or that Chicago has more
than 500 murders already for 2017
(with no one taking a knee), while
Mayor Emanuel tries to lure Ama-
zon to Chicago’s greener pastures,
I have fled to the fictitious safety
of the White House of President
Josiah (Jed) Bartlet. There (thanks
to Netflix) Leo, Toby, Josh, Sam,
ClJ, Charlie and Mrs. Landingham
keep the world safe and commit-
ted to doing the right thing.

I watched two episodes of
Aaron Sorkin’s touching political
melodrama, “The West Wing,”
that began in 1999. 1600 Pennsyl-
vania Ave. never looked so good
or cozy. President Bartlet applies
his antique New England human-
ism to the great issues of Ameri-
can life with the easy humor of
Bill Clinton and the Yankee for-
titude of Franklin Roosevelt, with
just a touch of JFK’s savvy ele-
gance tossed in. He is rational and
reasoned. Fluent in Latin like all
good preppies. Without excuses
for his privilege. Or his capacity
to tear up with emotion.

When India invades Pakistan
with an army of 300,000, Presi-
dent Bartlet attempts to mediate.
India and Pakistan remain cold to
his brokering peace. So he sends
for his friend, Lord John Marbury,
the aristocratic British diplomat to
help navigate the delicate waters.
“Buy them off,” his Lordship ad-
vises. “Tell India they can become
the computer capitol of the world
if they remove their troops.” With
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some cleaver maneuvers
make it happen.

And all of this before the Presi-
dent can complete his State of the
Union address; recover from the
flu; shield his top advisor from
scandal; or get a cookie from Mrs.
Landingham.

India departs Pakistan and the
world is pulled from the nuclear
abyss.

Sorkin’s White House is filled
with committed Americans who
idolize the president. Facile and
glib. The brightest of wordsmiths.
Serious students of American his-
tory. Witty, poetic and well read.
Their pantheons are filled with
American political heroes. They
are also realists. Pragmatists. Un-
apologetic about their career tra-
jectories for success and empathy.

They are ultimately kind. They
tend one another wounds. They
are protective of the president and
possess a wise and sympathetic
synthesis of American life and
thought.

They are people who share. Not
only the glory of White House leg-
islative success and international
diplomacy, but the harsh realities
of everyday failures. The Bartlet
White House shares the blame.
And they share the commitment
to do it better the next day. They
treat each other, the press and the
American people with respect.
They do, of course, occupy the
moral high ground. Not because
they are liberal Democrats, but be-
cause they embrace big sacrifices
for the Republic.

And most of all, they put their
stuff away. Not just their White
House pens and pencils, but their
thoughts, their elegant language,
their political nuance, their Ivy

BE KIND see p. 14
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Chicago Marathon runners inspire,
and raise much-needed funds

On Sunday, 32-
year-old Lakev-
iew resident Matt
Mitrick will run
26.2 miles through
29 neighborhoods
in the Chicago
Marathon in hon-

Heart or of his mother,
Of th e ‘H 00 d Lori Mltr{ck, who

. was diagnosed
By Felicia Dechter  ith brain cancer

earlier this year.
Matt, a bartender at Uncle Julio’s Hacienda
in Lincoln Park, will be participating in his
third Chicago Marathon and his fourth mar-
athon overall.

“Cancer affects every one of us,” said
Matt, who wasn’t planning on running this
year but had a change of heart after his
mom’s diagnosis. He and his best friend,
Ryan Thompson, chose the Midwest Chil-
dren’s Brain Tumor Center in Park Ridge
as their charity of choice and immediately
started raising money.

The response, he said, has been “over-
whelming and amazing.” Between numer-
ous social media pushes, a few neighbor-
hood fundraising events, and the generosity
of his mother’s friends and family, Matt and
Ryan have surpassed their individual goals
and together have raised almost $6,000 for
the Center.

“My hope is that this raises awareness of
brain cancer and how little doctors really
know of origins and treatment,” said Matt,
whose training has consisted of biking daily
to and from work, swimming three days a
week, and of course, running. “Sadly, there
is not much research for the specific type of
tumor my mother has, as it is common in
children and extremely rare in adults. There
wasn’t much to go on for us as a family,
in terms of success rates of previous treat-
ments, because there were so few of these
occurrences throughout the world.

“More money and education needs to be
devoted to find a cure,” said Matt. “I was
absolutely shocked that there was almost
no research, no recommended course of
action, and not much hope, honestly, in the
beginning.

“Sadly, we have a long way to go before
there is a cure,” he continued. “Cancer has
always tragically affected the human race
and has touched each and every one of us.
I cannot believe this is not our No. 1 medi-
cal priority... cancer treatment and research
need to be brought back into the spotlight.”

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

Long may you run

Lori Mitrick is 69-years- old, a kind and
loving mother of three who adopted Matt,
her youngest child and only son, from Bra-
zil in 1985. Born and raised on the South
Side in a city called Hometown, Lori was
the oldest sister of a large, Irish Catholic
family.

About six months ago, Lori started expe-
riencing abnormal fatigue, which led to a
fall where she hit her head. She was taken
to the hospital and brain scans revealed a
growth on her pineal gland, which is in the
center of the brain.

“A biopsy was done and we were all anx-
iously waiting for what seemed like an eter-
nity for the results, was it benign or cancer-
ous,” said Matt. “The biopsy came back and
revealed our worst fears, a high grade brain
tumor which every doctor deemed inoper-
able because of the location in the brain.”

Later down the road, after consulting
with a team of neurologists at Johns Hop-
kins, Lori had surgery to remove the tumor.
After a very lengthy and delicate process
the surgery was deemed a success, although
you cannot truly remove all of a brain tu-
mor because of the risk, said Matt. Residual
tumor was left and intense proton radiation
treatment began this summer and was re-
cently finished. “She is currently regaining
her strength in the comfort of her home in
York, PA, where I grew up,” said Matt.

Lori had spent some years as a teacher
working with handicapped/special needs
children. Eventually she moved to York,
when her husband began an orthopedic
practice there.

While raising her family in Pennsylva-
nia, Lori got into local government and her
career in politics took off. She served as a
township supervisor for many years before
becoming York County Commissioner, the
first female ever to hold the position. Af-
ter retiring form politics, she continued to
work as a professor at York College, until
her diagnosis.

“She was extremely active in her com-
munity, devoting a huge portion of her time
to community service, working at the York
Literacy Council, Rotary Club, and nu-
merous other groups,” said Matt. “She is
a nature lover and an avid traveler. She is
a strong independent woman who I am ex-
tremely proud of and admire greatly.”

Matt said Lori has profoundly affect-
ed many people throughout her life and,
“I swear each and every one of them has
reached out and provided words of motiva-
tion, letters, flowers, meals, and stories dur-
ing her treatment.”

“The letters continue to pour in daily,” he
said. “She is surrounded by love and sup-

Matt Mitrick and his mom, Lori.

port as she continues to fight and get stron-
ger. I love my mom very much, as well as
look up to her. Even though she may not be
able to make it to race day this year, she will
be with me every step of the way.”

Matt is aware that my husband and I are
both fighting cancer, and what he said next
made me cry. I thank him from the bottom
of my heart.

“To be able to run, with my mom in my
heart, along with you Felicia, your husband,
your family, and everyone
affected by cancer, is all
that matters to me,” Matt
said. “Your courage gives
me the strength to finish
this race.”

“I admire each and ev-
ery one of you for moving
forward bravely and facing
whatever lies ahead with
dignity and strength,” he
said. “I wish to honor you
all at the Marathon [Sun-
day].”

Smile Train... a 60-
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in a child’s life,” said Ellyn Harris, a North-
sider who is director of development for
ST’s U.S. Central Region. “The surgery is
not cosmetic, as cleft can be life threatening.
Some of the children have trouble eating,
speaking, hearing... not to mention being
shunned and their family being shunned.”

“In some countries, some say the family
is ‘cursed,’” said Harris. “There are all sorts
of issues.”

Besides having five dozen people run-
ning the marathon to raise funds for ST, the
organization is hosting its first-ever World
Smile Day Celebration in Chicago. World
Smile Day, a day devoted to smiles and acts
of kindness, is actually an existing holiday
started by Harvey Ball, who created the
Smiley Face logo, said Harris.

“We will be holding World Smile Day
Celebrations in many countries all over the
world where Smile Train has programs,”
said Harris. “All of these celebrations are
meant to create awareness for the millions
of children around the world suffering from
untreated cleft.”

Smile Train, which was founded in 1999
by Charles Wang and today is run by CEO
Susannah Schaefer, will hold events around
the world but here in Chicago there will
be a free concert Friday with the awesome
Billy Branch & the Sons of Blues, Nicho-
las Tremulis Orchestra, rapper Rich Jones,
Nellie Tiger Travis and the fabulous Wayne
Baker Brooks. There’ll be free food from
Portillo’s and Do Right Donuts, games,
giveaways, etc. The sure-
to-be-a blast event will be
held outside from 4 to 7
p.m. at 2 Riverside Plaza.

Besides the musical
feast, at 3 p.m. Friday,
ST celebrity ambassador
Christie Brinkley will light
up the 2 Prudential Plaza
building in red and blue,
which are Smile Train’s
colors. The colors will be
visible at night and 1 Pru-
dential Plaza will also light
up in the process.

member team will also
run the Chicago Marathon
for Smile Train (ST), the

Ellyn Harris holds a cleft baby
while visiting Smile Train’s partner
hospital in Pachuca, Mexico.

“The goal this World
Smile Day is to raise funds
that will help create many

world’s largest cleft charity, which provides
free cleft palate surgery and comprehensive
cleft care to children in developing coun-
tries. Through training local doctors and
empowering partner hospitals around the
world, ST drastically improves children’s
lives, including their ability to eat, breathe,
and speak over time.

“It’s remarkable the difference it makes

more smiles for children born with clefts
around the world,” said Harris.

Sincerest condolences...we send our
deepest sympathies to cabaret songstress
Denise Tomasello, who recently lost her be-
loved mother, Della. Our hearts and thoughts
are with Denise and her family. And just an
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Ruth Page Genter for the Arts
1016 N. Dearborn Street

THE TONY AND OLIVIER AWARD-WINNING MUSICAL RETURNS 10 GHICAGOD!

BILLY ELLID

PORCHLIGHTMUSICTHEATRE.DRG

THE MUSICAL

OPENING OCGTOBER B

J.porchllght

Tix: 713.711.9884
Discounts available for groups of 10+

©2014 Billy London Ltd.
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ATHENAEUM THEATRE

STEPHANIE MILLER’S

SEXY LIBERAL
‘E'ﬂhN H _”"__-_:'-_

RESISTANCE IS NOT FUTILE

SATURDAY 10-14-17 8PM

FEATURING JOHN FUGELSANG & FRANGELA
ATHENAEUMTHEATRE.ORG 773.935.6875

CHICAGO
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Upscale Portage Park arrives
as buyers and investors march west

The Home Front
By Don DeBat

“Buy on the fringe and wait,”
advised the legendary late Chi-
cago real estate mogul Arthur Ru-
bloff in the 1960s.

For decades, the mantra for
North Side Chicago real estate in-
vestors has always been “go west
from Lake Michigan”—along
North Ave., Belmont Ave., Addi-
son St. or Irving Park Rd.—to find
a deal beyond the fringe.

In the early 1960s, investing
west of Halsted St. in West Lin-
coln Park was considered risky.
By the 1970s, buying property
west of Ashland Ave. in West
Lake View was considered a gam-
ble for developers. In the 1980s
and 1990s, the investment borders
stretched year-by-year to Damen,
Western and California avenues in
the Ukrainian Village, Humboldt
Park, Logan Square and Avondale
neighborhoods.

By 2000, property west of Pu-
laski Ave. in Old Irving Park was

in the sights of developers as new-
construction residential projects
began to emerge along Milwau-
kee Ave. north of Addison St. In
2016, Basecamp Old Irving Park
was developed with homes priced
around $550,000 on Milwaukee
west of Schurz High School.

East of Cicero Ave., in Old Ir-
ving Park, prices of recently sold
renovated homes range as high as
$700,000 to $950,000, reports Zil-
low.

“Now, there is demand for up-
scale, contemporary-style homes
west of Cicero Ave. in Portage
Park,” noted veteran Realtor Sara
Benson of Benson Stanley Realty.

“The Six Corners area, anchored
by the giant Sears store and the
iconic Portage Theater, is under-
going a renaissance fueled by $2
million in Tax Increment Financ-
ing,” Benson said.

The Point at Six Corners, a new
100,000-square-foot shopping
center planned at 4747 W. Irving
Park, just east of Cicero, will fea-
ture one story of retail and second-
story parking.

Down the street, at 4901 W. Ir-
ving Park in Portage Park, is the
new home of Binny’s Beverage
Depot and Retro Fitness Gym.
Other buildings in the same block
are planned for redeveloped into
a Culver’s restaurant, Elly’s Pan-
cake House and a community the-
atre.

Portage Park is home to Com-
munity Tavern, a modern steak

MAN-JO-VINS

JUST GOOD FOOD

Established 1953

3224 N. Damen Ave.
at Damen & Melrose
773-935-0727

houss:

* Tuesday-Friday: 11 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sat. & Sun.: 11 a.m.-6 p.m.
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‘Condomanial

3200 N. Lake Shore DR Unit 603

3150 N Sheridan Rd Unit 4C

Bedroom carpet; Mast~r °o
painted throughout. K

3500 N Lake Shore Dr Unit 15D

This Harbor House west-facing 1 BR has approximately 900 sq. ft., large living room,
separate dining area, terrific closet space. White modern cabinetry, Quartz counters,
Stainless Steel appliances, porcelain tile, updated bath w/ Quartz counter, under-mount
sink, porcelain tile. Full-amenity bldg. with 24-HR doorman, indoor pool, fitness center, pet
friendly. Owner has pre-paid monthly assessment until the end of 2017.

Upgraded 1350 sq. ft., 2 bed/2bath condo; inclidine o

0 “Tigowwin a southern exposure window and open to
a large living room and dining room. Escape to an outdoor space without leaving the unit by
walking onto the large 15 foot balcony off the Living Room, with views of Belmont Harbor.

Elegant 1920’s Co-Op waiting for further Restoration. This 2 bedroom + Den, 2 Full Bath-
rooms preferred unit has both East & West Exposures with outstanding Lake views. Wide
Gallery Entry, leads you to Large Living Room with beautiful decorative Fireplace, Spacious
Formal Dining Room. Space Pac A/C , and In-Unit Washer/Dryer Hookups.

Rl ] e |

seboards; Master
_._u citchen; freshly

BAIRDSARMER,

o Michael F. Parish, Broker
B 757707002 =
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A spot check of recent residential listings in Portage Park shows renovated
1920s brick bungalows and scattered-site new homes built on teardown sites
listed in the upper-end range of $649,000 to $665,000.

house, ranked by Chicago Maga-
zine as one of the city’s best new
restaurants. Another old time
neighborhood favorite is Saba-
tino’s, 4441 W. Irving Park Rd. in
Old Irving Park, a four-star Ital-
ian restaurant that features a vin-
tage piano bar.

A spot check of recent residen-
tial listings in Portage Park shows
renovated 1920s brick bungalows
and scattered-site new homes
built on teardown sites listed in
the upper-end range of $649,000
to $665,000.

Enclave Portage Park—the
neighborhood’s first major new-
construction, detached single-
family home development—is
underway in the 4900 block of W.
Dakin St., a quiet, tree-lined side
street just west of Six Corners.

Although the develop-
ment only features nine contem-
porary-style detached homes, they
are spacious four-bedroom and
five-bedroom floor plans and
a good value. Prices start at
$589,900 and range upwards to
$629,900.

6 JANITORTAL

BBB A+ Rating
SNOW REMOVAL « OFFICE CLEANING
CARPET CLEANING « POWER WASHING
COMMON AREAS CLEANING

773-292-6015

www.generalcleaningchicagoe:com

Milito's Mobil
GASOLIME - REPAIRS - WASH - ROAD SERVICE
WE GOT YOUR CAR CARE COVERED!

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL

\ oxeo]0
»
UP TO 5 QUARTS OF
CASTROL GTX & NEW FILTER

* Most Cars. 5w30 -10w30 - 20wS0 oils only.
Plus tax & $2.50 oil disposal fee.
Coupeon must be presented at time of purchase.
Not valid with any other offer.

773.248.0414

WE FEATURE CASTROL OIL

&Castrol |

1106 W. Fullerton

Across from DePaul
In the Heart of Lincoln Park

“Enclave Portage Park is a
unique collection of new homes
designed to appeal to young buy-
ers starting a family,” said Jenni-
fer Arons of Guardian Properties
Development, the developer of
project.

Three homes are built at En-
clave Portage Park. Two residenc-
es have been sold, but are not yet
occupied, and two more are ready
for immediate occupancy.

One of the first two sales is a
four-bedroom home at 4901 W.
Dakin priced at $608,900, said
Arons. The top-of-the-line Resi-
dence B-1, a spectacular five-bed-
room, 3.5-bath home showcases
3,570 square feet of living space
on three levels, plus a two-car ga-
rage. It is priced at $629,000.

The neighborhood’s namesake
is the 36.5-acre Portage Park at
4100 N. Long Ave. The park’s two
field houses host a gymnasium
and cultural arts facilities. The
buildings were designed by famed
architect Clarence Hatzfeld of the
Hatzfeld and Knox.

The park also is known for its
Olympic-size swimming pool that
hosted the U.S. swimming trials
for both the 1972 Summer Olym-
pics and the 1959 Pan American
Games. Other facilities include a
dog friendly area, bike path, six
tennis courts, five baseball/softball
fields, two soccer/football fields
and a new playground include a
soft play surface, ADA accessible
playground.

“The Portage Park neighbor-
hood is one of Chicago’s best
kept secrets, but it won’t be before
long,” Arons predicted.

For more housing news, visit
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat is
co-author of “Escaping Condo
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide
for condominium living. Visit
www.escapingcondojail.com.

Some electric
and gas supply
companies
scam residents
about
cheaper rates

BY CWBCHICAGO.COM

The city of Chicago is warning
about a new scam where electric
and gas supply company sales
agents pretend to be from your au-
thorized utility company. They go
door-to door, use mail advertise-
ments and make cold calls promis-
ing lower costs without changing
your utility service provider.

Some agents request to see your
current bill to help you compare
rates. What they are really looking
for is your utility account number
to switch you to their alternative
supplier without your knowledge.

Under Illinois law, your service
cannot be switched without your
express permission if they use
your current company for delivery
and billing.

To protect yourself ask if their
rate is variable or fixed. A variable
rate will jump to a higher one after
the introductory period ends. Ini-
tially, your bill may be lower but
will later spike. If you do not wish
to switch suppliers, hang up the
phone or close the door.

The easiest way to compare
prices is to visit www.Citizen-
sUtilityBoard.org which includes
a comprehensive list of electricity
and gas offers. Also on this web-
site, you can click on their CUB
Power Calculator tool that shows
you how to compare current utility
prices with any alternative elec-
tricity supplier.

Customers have the right to
cancel a utility contract any time
within 10 business days. By law,
the supplier is forbidden from
charging an early termination fee
during this time. For all suppliers
and utilities, the maximum termi-
nation penalty they can charge is
$50.

For more information call
1-800-524-0795 to file a com-
plaint with the Illinois Commerce
Commission.

RUN fromp. 3

FYI, Cabaret Queen Denise will
celebrate 40 years of entertain-
ing Chicagoans with what’s sure
to be a love fest concert, To Chi-
cago With Love, Saturday at the
Drake Hotel, 140 E. Walton St.
She’ll be performing with a 17-
piece orchestra with champagne
and desserts being served at 8 p.m.
and the concert at 9 p.m. Denise
is dedicating the show to her mom
and I know she’ll be amazing as
she sings her heart out.

A-A sarLvace 4

Plumbing Liquidation )
Bidets, Toilets, Jacuzzis, -

Sinks, Vanities, Medicine Cabinets &

WASH YOUR FACE

Stainless Steel Restaurant Supply

CALL 773-772-0808
1871 N. Milwaukee Ave.

101supplyOK@gmail.com

WASH YOUR BOTTOM
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North Lakefront neighborhoods to become race course Sunday

For residents who live along the Marathon course, and for those traveling to

L35 5
Ty 2 A 1)1

and from Chicago on race day, be aware that extensive street closures will

take place on race day.

BY LEON J. HOFFMAN

The Chicago Marathon, which
takes place on Sunday and is
among the world’s premier run-
ning races. Its 45,000 entrants
deserve all the support we can get
out there to give them.

Running the Bank of America
Chicago Marathon is the pinnacle
of achievement for elite athletes
and everyday runners alike. On
race day, runners from all 50 states
and more than 100 countries will
set out to fulfill a personal dream
by reaching the finish line in Grant
Park.

A good portion of the route runs
through Chicago’s North Lake-
front neighborhoods so it is easy
to see it for yourself... for free!

And it’s good for business. The
2016 Chicago Marathon brought
41,608 participants to Chicago —a
five percent increase from 2015 —
providing significant growth and
activity to Chicago businesses.
The 2016 race delivered an esti-
mated $282 million in total busi-
ness impact.

The Marathon contributed an
estimated $115 million to the
main sectors of the tourism in-
dustry, which include lodging,
entertainment and transportation,
in addition to more than $167 mil-
lion in indirect activity. This is an
equivalent of 1,939 jobs and $95
million worth of wages and sal-
ary income. Each dollar spent by
a race participant generated an
additional $1.27 worth of activity
distributed throughout Chicago.

“As runners have raced through
our city streets over the past 40
years, they have powered more
than $1 billion into our local econ-
omy,” said Carey Pinkowski, Chi-
cago Marathon executive race di-
rector. “Taking on 26.2 miles is no
small task, and the commitment
and dedication of our participants,
volunteers and corporate partners
can be seen in the marathon’s out-
sized impact on our city and com-
munity.”

A major marathon is possibly
the only international sporting
event in which ardent, inexperi-
enced athletes can participate, and
compete, in the same setting as
do the world-famous elite racers.
This enormous, diverse group is
an athletic form of democracy at
work. Each individual runs his/her
own race, but among others, and
within the group-as-a-whole.

There are as many touching,
impressive, individual stories
as there are runners. Most have
trained diligently for this thrill-
ing day. Hundreds of thousands
of well-wishers (including fam-
ily, friends, and colleagues) will
line the course, cheering them on.
Without the tens of thousands of
determined, courageous men and
women runners, there could be no
celebrity winners, some of whom
become internationally famous,

and even role models for myriad
others.

For residents who live along the
Marathon course, and for those
traveling to and from Chicago on
race day, be aware that extensive
street closures will take place on
race day. In addition, No Park-
ing zones along the course will
be enforced in the early morning
hours.

Sunday, Oct. 8 in Grant Park
5:30 a.m.: Gear check opens
5:30 a.m.: Start corrals open
7:20 a.m.: Wheelchair Start
7:21 a.m.: Handcycle Start
7:23 a.m.: Athletes with
Disabilities Start

7:30 a.m.: Wave 1 Start

8:00 a.m.: Wave 2 Start

8:35 a.m.: Wave 3 Start
Chicago Marathon

27th Mile Post-Race Party
Grant Park, Butler Field
9:30 a.m. -4 p.m.

Race detractors, and those in-
convenienced by understand-
ably frustrating traffic situations,
should recognize what a boost the
day is for our city in many ways:
financial, spiritual, and commu-
nal. Their understanding and for-
bearance is beneficial and deeply
appreciated.

As a seasoned veteran of 60
marathons (including many Chi-
cago marathons and 10 Boston
marathons), and a psychologist,

who for over four decades has spe-
cialized in group dynamics, I can
attest to this spectacular event’s
contribution to the well-being
and vitality of everyone who gets
sincerely connected and involved
with it.

I am fortunate, all of my mara-
thons were completed after open-
heart surgery for a 99% blocked
artery when I was 38 years old.
I am here to express my humble
gratitude for my astounding good
luck. Without my decades of long-
distance running I can only imag-
ine a very different life scenario.
I am also honored to have been
among the cadre of such esteemed,
disciplined athletes.

With all the pathetic, violence-
related issues that Chicago has
been dealing with, what greater
unifying event might one ask for
than such a splendid, diverse, hu-
man extravaganza? It would be an
outstanding bonus for everyone if
business establishments along the
marathon route would show that
they value the event by offering
runners (and perhaps even people
accompanying them) something
such as a banana, juice, a cup of
coffee, or perhaps even a side
order of spaghetti. Signs in store
windows cheering on the runners
is as simple as it gets. What bet-
ter way to make some money for a
town in need of it than by cheering
on the runners?

As these heroic runners wind
their way through the many di-
verse neighborhoods of our city,
experiencing the joys and agonies
of their bodies’ exertions, let us
applaud them selflessly and with-
out reserve. They need us, and we
them. That is the essence of every
well-functioning ensemble. To-
gether we help to co-create a city
that is unified, galvanized, and
hopeful.

Let us wish the runners a cool,
dry, wind-free day, one they will
celebrate and treasure forever.
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5739 N. RAVENSWOOD

Traffic Impacts

Anyone traveling

throughout downtown,

Old Town, Lincoln Park and

Lakeview East should allow

extra time and expect de-

lays. Motorists should con-

sider alternate routes - such

as the expressway system -

to avoid the impacts of the
race.

By Saturday, expect

Grant Park street closures

on Columbus, Balbo, Con-

gress, Jackson and Monroe,

with most streets in Grant

w,  Park reopening by Monday

morning. L %

Street closures along the
route will begin at approxi-
mately 7 a.m. on Sunday
and are anticipated to be
reopened by 4:30 p.m. or
when it is deemed safe to
do so.

The towing of vehicles
along the course will be
strictly enforced beginning
at 1 a.m. on Sunday. Parkers
should check signage for egifcnt
parking restrictions near .
the marathon route. Ve-
hicles will be ticketed and
towed to the nearest auto-
pound. For inquiries about
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WHY SHOP ONLINE?

BUSINESS CARDS
STARTING FROM
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773.334.5200

FALL SPECIALSY
5000 5000 100/0

BUSINESS 4x6
CARDS POSTCARDS
FULL COLOR FULL COLOR
99 199 o
$100 BANNER

www.alliedprintandcopy.com
5640 N. BROADWAY, CHICAGO, IL 60660. FAX 773.334.5757. EMAIL: info @alliedprintandcopy.com
FALL 2017 SPECIAL - LIMITED TIME OFFER - MUST BRING THIS COUPON TO GET SPECIAL PRICE.

BARRY-REGENT

The Quality Cleaners
We clean boots
s We can clean

and sanitize UGG’
boots and other
brandname
sheepskin fashion
footwear

773-348-5510 » 3000 N. Broadway
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HUGE PUBLIC AUCTION !!!!

1924 MODEL T PIE WAGON & LARGE COLLECTION OF MODEL T

PARTS - "98 MERC SEDAN - "08 TRACKER ALUM BOAT - MARK

- TWAIN I/O BOAT - LOTS OF ANTIQUES & FARM PRIMITIVES - 1990s
IP- » NASCAR COLLECTION - MANY PIECES OF MODERN & ANTIQUE
@ | FURNITURE - FOOD/DRINK AVAILABLE - $2 ENTRY INCLUDES

SCOUT FLEA MARKET AT FAIRGROUNDS. DO NOT MISS THIS

] e
LR EVENT! MULTIPLE AUCTION RINGS!

Sunday, Oct 8, 2017 at 11 AM

Kendall County Fairgrounds, Yorkville, IL
100s of photos and more information on website!

Gates open (@ Il;l’r

www.richardaolson.com & www.deboltauctionservice.com
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HYMN FESTIVAL

Commemorating the 500* Year
of the Reformation

Daniel Schwandt, organist and conductor
Rev. Dr. Mark Bangert, reflections and commentary
& the Immanuel Choir and Instrumentalists

Friday, October 6 « 7:00 pm

IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
1500 W Elmdale Ave e Chicago, lllinois

A Living Sanctuary of Hope and Grace

Ravenswood United
Church of Christ

10:30 am Worship, Sunday School
2050 W. Pensacola

773 -549-5472

Queen of Angels
Catholic Church

Sunday Mass 8, 9:30, 11am &
12:30pm
Weekday Mass Mon - Fri 8:30am

Saturday Mass Qam - S5pm

The Peoples Church
2330 W. Sunnyside

of Chicago
Sunday Worship 10 am
941 W. Lawrence 773-784-6633

www.peopleschurchchicago.org

in
‘ ADDISON STREET

COMMUMITY CHURCH
FIRST SUNDAY
SAINT PAUL'S 10 am Worship
LUTHERAN CHURCH & Sunday School

0On Chicago’s Near Marth Side|
1301 N Lasalle at Goethe

William Pareja, Pastor

2132 West Addison Street

‘ Letter to the Editor

Speaking truth
to intolerance

I wanted to thank you
[Thomas O’Gorman, Sept. 6
edition] for the courage you
showed in the opinions you
expressed in your column
[on Snowflakes]. As a con-
servative I know you prob-
ably raised hackles among
many readers. This fact is
one more reason to com-
mend you for your courage.

The one way to promote
the rise of tyranny of the
the right or left is to deny
an idea you dislike or a fo-
rum to express their ideas. I
dislike the Black Muslims
central tenant that the white
race was a product of a mad
black scientist but I would
never seek to ban the opin-
ion or deny them a forum in
which to express it. Just like
the KKK white supremacist
garbage, both their doxolo-
gies whither under a rational

analysis.
I am most distressed by
colleges who intellectu-

ally coddle their students
by shielding them from
ideas that might upset them.
How can you develop their
intellect if you prevent
them from hearing speakers
they might not agree with
because those ideas might
upset students and univer-
sity scions world view? To
embrace this idea promotes
the rise of the new dark age
foreseen by Orwell, except it
will not be Big Brother but
a series of Collegiate Minis-
tries of Truth that will be an
iron hand in a velvet glove
enforcing this odious ortho-
doxy.

Thank you for speaking
a basic truth, which a per-
son of any political leaning
should agree with.

Charles Blackman
Buena Park

THE MOoDY CHURCH

Sunday Morning Service
10:00am

Sunday Evening Service
5:00pm
TMC Communities (Sunday School)
8:30am & 11:30am
Wednesday Prayer Meeting
6:45pm

1635 N LaSalle | Chicago IL 60614
312.327.8600 | www.moodychurch.org

Lighthouse president and CEO Janet Szlyk, left, loads up a shopping
cart filled with new Lighthouse fashion clocks purchased at the Division
Target Store. Also shown is Leon Taylor, one of the employees who made the

clocks.

Photo by Lisa Birmingham, Chicago Lighthouse

Chicago Lighthouse rolls out
new ‘fashion clocks’

Available at two North Side
Target stores

To help celebrate the 40th an-
niversary of its federal contract to
make clocks for the U.S. govern-
ment, The Chicago Lighthouse is
introducing a new line of fashion
clocks for commercial sale direct-
ly to the general public.

The clocks are made at The
Lighthouse by employees who are
blind or visually impaired.

In a first-time development,
The Lighthouse has entered into
an agreement with a big box re-
tailer, Target, to sell the clocks at
three select locations in the city

and suburbs. The city locations are
the Division Target Store, 1200 N.
Larrabee, and the Bucktown Tar-
get Store, 2656 N. Elston.

“We are so grateful to Target for
the confidence they have shown
in our clocks and in The Chicago
Lighthouse as a business partner,”
Lighthouse president and CEO Ja-
net Szlyk said.

She expressed hope that the
clocks will be available at other
Target stores in Illinois and, in
time, around the nation.

The Lighthouse, 1850 W.
Roosevelt Rd., serves individuals
who are blind, visually impaired,
disabled and veterans.

Midnight Circus benefit show
for Puerto Rico Oct. 12
at Welles Park

The Midnight Circus in the
Parks will be hosting a show ded-
icated to relief efforts in Puerto
Rico Thursday, Oct. 12, at Welles
Park, 2333 W. Sunnyside.

In partnership with the Ameri-
can Red Cross to aid victims of
Hurricane Maria, 100% of the
gate proceeds plus net conces-
sions will go to this fundraising
effort. The show will enable the
Red Cross to help people recover
from the disaster. All artists, sup-
port staff, and others involved in
the Midnight Circus are donating

312/642-T172 .
Chicago
Sunday Service 9:30am
Adult Forum 10:45am (773) zéhs. 5893
Sunday Church School 10:45am www.ascclhicago.org
Wednesday 7 am.
Childcare available
Handicap Accessible ((.

Cornelia Baptist Church

1709 W. Cornelia Ave.
773-248-3142

corneliainformation@gmail.com

Open Arms United
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor
Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer 10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place
(Nursery through 5th Grade)
Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer
7:30 pm Bible Study

817 Grace St. 773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING
OAUWCChicago.org

corneliabaptistchurch.com

Sundays Fellowship
Breakfast 9 a.m.
Children’s Study 10 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study & Kids
of Faith Bible Club 7 p.m.

Want to see Your Church in this Weekly Feature?
Call Cindy at 618-201-3622

or email ¢<789amadio®gmail.com

_ Lakeview
Funeral Home

“Honoring the Life” est. 1882

When a Life was Lived Well
Create a Service that
“Honors the Life”

Please Call for Assistance

773.472.6300

1458 W. Belmont Ave., Chicago, IL 60657
www.lakeviewfuneralhome.com

Se Habla Espanol and Expanded Facilities and Fully Accessible (5

their time and talent to put on this
additional show.

“We are thankful to help bring
relief to the Puerto Rican people
who have been devastated by
Hurricane Maria,” said Celena
Roldéan, Chief Executive Officer
of the American Red Cross of
Chicago & Northern Illinois.

Approaching the end of an
eight-week run through various
parks around Chicago, Midnight
Circus in the Parks has a mission
to create community, raise funds,
and rebuild parks... one circus at
a time. This is the 11th season of
the traveling show which features
a wide-ranging ensemble of acro-
bats, aerialists, eccentrics, rescued
Pit Bulls and even a couple amaz-
ingly talented kids who don’t have
to run away to join the circus (be-
cause their parents own it).

The 90-minute performance
takes place under a little big top
tent where there is no such thing as
a bad seat and kids can get within
an arm’s length of the action.

The Midnight Circus has raised
nearly one million dollars to date
to for local parks.

Tickets for the benefit perfor-
mance are now on sale for $25
through www.midnightcircus.net.
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Bookmark Oct. 28
for sale at Edgewater Library

BY BOB KITSOS

Friends of the Edgewater Library will
conduct its last book sale of the year on Sat-
urday, Oct. 28, and is seeking gently used
book donations.

The book sale will be from 9:30 a.m. to 3
p.m. The first hour is “first dibs” for eager
individuals who want to gain early entry for
a $5 donation. Most hard cover books, over-
sized soft cover books and DVDs will be
$1; paperbacks and CDs will be two for $1.
During the last hour, an entire tote bag of
books may be purchased for $1. Bring your
own bags; cash only.

Donated books may be fiction and non-

fiction for all ages, foreign language, audio
books, travel books less than five years old
and computer books less than two years old.
Other welcome donations include music
CDs and DVDs.

Items that cannot be accepted are books
in poor condition, magazines, textbooks,
encyclopedias, instruction manuals and
VHS and cassette tapes.

Books may be donated in a box or shop-
ping bag and delivered to the library, located
at 6000 N. Broadway, when it is open. Book
donations may be placed in a bin next to the
front desk. Proceeds from the book sale will
be used to purchase new materials and sup-
port library programs.

Financial scams
targeting Seniors

Financial fraud targeting senior citizens
exists in many forms. Offenders are creative
in their approaches and can leave our most
vulnerable citizens with little or no money.
Fraudsters target the elderly because most
are willing to listen and are very trusting.
Many of these scams are committed over
the phone.

Scammers use internet technology to dis-
guise their area code so it looks like the call
is local or from within the country, when in
fact many of these calls are coming from
overseas. Some common frauds are listed
below.

Sweepstakes Fraud: Caller states you
won money or something of value in a
sweepstakes but you have to pay taxes or
insurance or shipping and handling fees to
collect. Legitimate sweepstakes don’t re-
quire you to pay anything.

This occurred on Sept. 26, in the 6000
block of N. Sheridan in Edgewater. A fe-
male victim, age 89 years old, was con-
tacted via phone call claiming she won a
3 million dollar sweepstakes. The victim
was instructed to withdraw money from her
bank and wire it to Indiana. The offender
called the victim multiple times a day over
a year long period. The victim wired money
to the offender on at least five separate oc-
casions since May, defrauding her of a large
sum of money.

Lottery Fraud: Scammer approaches
and shows you what looks like a winning
lottery ticket. They will ask for your help
in cashing the ticket. They may state that
they don’t have a bank account or that they
are not in the country legally. They will
offer to split the winnings but they need
earnest money. They will offer to take you

to your bank.

Grandparent Scam: This scam plays
on the victims emotions and takes multiple
forms. A caller may pose as a grandchild or
family member. They may say they need
money because they were in an accident
or need help paying bills. In another form
the caller may say your grandchild or fam-
ily member was arrested and needs bond
money or that the child was in an accident
and needs money for the hospital. They will
ask you to send the money through Western
Union or Money Gram.

Computer Virus Scam: Caller will state
that they are with a legitimate company
like Apple or Microsoft and your account
or computer was hacked. The caller states
that for a fee they will remotely fix your
computer. The caller will ask for credit card
or bank information. Never give out credit
card or bank information.

This occurred on Sept. 5, at 3 p.m. in the
100 block of E. Bellevue. A male, 82-year-
old, victim received a phone call from an
unknown offender claiming to represent a
cell service/internet provider. The offender
instructed the victim to purchase gift cards
then call back with the gift card number and
pin to prevent further hacking, ultimately
defrauding the victim.

If you are a senior and believe you might
have been scammed contact a family mem-
ber or trusted friend. Call 911 immediately
and report as much information as pos-
sible. Do not agree to meet with anyone in
these scams and never give out credit card
or bank information to anyone you do not
know. To report a crime call the Financial
Crimes Unit at 312-746-9661.
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THE ROCKS from p. 1

more overwhelming.

Within hours people began sharing pic-
tures, memories, anecdotes, and talking
about what the Belmont Rocks meant to
them. The joy people displayed in sharing
these stories and photos was incredible.
This project truly found itself. Within two
weeks the core idea of a book project, A
Place For Us: LGBTQ Life at the Belmont
Rocks, emerged.

The sudden surge of energy behind this
community effort is exciting. My goal is to
harness that energy and passion and convey
what the Rocks embodied. As a communi-
ty, we need to preserve that memory. This
project is an act of historical and cultural
conservation.

My vision is for A Place For Us to be a
scrapbook of a time and a place and a phe-
nomenon. This was an important part of
Chicago history, it’s part of the LGBTQ
story and it’s also a prime example of a
piece of history disappearing in our life-
time. Indeed nearly half the friends I met
and made there are now dead.

Many have learned firsthand the impor-
tance of preserving LGBTQ history after
witnessing so much loss and so many si-
lenced with the AIDS epidemic. A Place for
Us is a way to remember the times as well
as pay tribute to so many who are no longer
with us.

I am seeking pictures and drawings as

well personal recollections, memories,
and anecdotes of up to 500 words about
LGBTAQ life at the Belmont Rocks. I even
plan to include police reports since that is
all part of the story. If the Belmont Rocks
were a meaningful part of your life, please
consider contributing anything which cap-
tures what the Rocks meant to you. With a
unified effort we can let future generations
of LGBTQ Chicagoans have a window on
another time and know the significant role
this gathering place had in our history.

The Rocks are gone, but we have the op-
portunity to harness some of the memories,
the stories, and power that came from that
incredible place. Preserving our past is our
responsibility.

For more about the Belmont Rocks peo-
ple can visit the Facebook page, A Place For
Us: LGBTQ Life at the Belmont Rocks.

Send anthology or FB Page submissions
to OwenKeehnen@yahoo.com.

Please put The Rocks on the subject line.
Deadline for submissions to the anthology
is Nov. 1.

Owen Keehnen is a gay writer and his-
torian with several fiction and non-fiction
books to his credit. He is the co-founder of
the LGBT history/education organization
The Legacy Project and was inducted into
the Chicago LGBT Hall of Fame in 2011.

PADRE PIO fromp. 1

he said mass, asking for miracles, or just a
simple blessing.

But it was his knack as a confessor that
brought in hordes of penitents every day,
for years, said Fr. Cook.

“He became famous for hearing confes-
sions, which is one of the great missions of
the Franciscan order, said Fr. Cook, himself
a Franciscan.

“There was a time in the history of the
church when certain sins could only be
heard by a Franciscan. When we came here
(to run St. Ita’s) last year, one of the first
things [they did] was to have more confes-
sions,” he said.

“He also had the ability to unite people
from different cultures and different walks
of life. At a time that is so polarized and
there’s so much division, Padre Pio can
bring people together,” Fr. Cook said.

The relics, on loan from a private collec-
tion, once belonged to Padre Pio’s personal
photographer, who incidentally was not a
Catholic.

“Padre Pio found companionship in the
person of the suffering Jesus,” said Bish-
op Perry. A normal day for the Padre was
a busy 18 hours. Accusations (of fraud)

“A Great Party!»
- Chicago Tribune

“A Great Time)»
= Chicago Sun Times

“Roisterous &
Boisterous!”
—L.A. Times

poured into Rome. He finally retreated to
a tiny room where he could say mass pri-
vately.

But despite the accusations, his reputa-
tion continued to grow. Over the years,
countless physicians examined his wounds
and could find no earthly explanation for
the wounds.

By the early 1930s, Pope Pius XI lifted
the ban on his public ministry, Bishop Perry
said.

Once, Pope John Paul II even visited Pa-
dre Pio to ask him to intercede for a friend
who was dying of cancer... yes, the friend
recovered.

On Sept. 26, 1967, exactly 50 years after
first receiving the Stigmata, Padre Pio died
as an estimated 100,000 faithful gathered
outside the monastery.

St. Ita’s was one of two Chicago churches
to host the visit of Padre Pio’s relics. The
other was St. Francis Borgia on the North-
west Side. The Chicago visit was one of 16
stops on a 23 day U.S. tour.

Another relic of Padre Pio, a framed
square of bloodstained cloth believed to
have come from when Padre Pio first re-
ceived the stigmata is on permanent display
at St. John Cantius Church, 825 N. Carpen-
ter St.
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Sept. 23 - Nov. 9

Flanagan is dead, but don't be sad because
remembering his life is all about laughs!
Flanagan’s Wake is a hilarious, interactive Irish
funeral. Celebrate the life of our dear friend,
Flanagan, by hoisting a pint and joining in
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on the tales of his life based on suggestions
from you and your fellow mourners!
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