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Demand for pot is booming in 
Chicago. Just last week City Hall 
gave the OK to opening up even 
more retail pot sales locations 
downtown, in River North and on 
the Near North Side. 

Meanwhile in Wrigleyville, the 
state’s largest pot purveyor - Cres-
co Labs’ Sunnyside retail store - 
has hopes to  expand to meet pres-
ent demand. 

Sunnyside’s Lakeview dispen-
sary is proposing to move south, 
into a new store at 3524 N. Clark 

Sunnyside Lakeview asks City Hall  
for special permit to move  

to new, 21-register Wrigleyville location
St. The site was formerly the 
home of John Barleycorn. They 
hope to do so by mid-November. 
The proposal is expected to go 
before the city’s Zoning Board of 
Appeals later this month.

They currently sell their retail 
weed at 3812 N. Clark St. 

The new site will be over 10,000 
square feet and offer enough 
check out registers to make a 
Walmart envious - 21.

Sunnyside opened as a medical 
dispensary at its current location 

The triennial reassessment 
notices for properties in North 
Chicago Township (properties lo-
cated between the river and lake-
front, south of Fullerton Ave. to 
the main branch of the Chicago 
River) were mailed to property 
owners on Sept. 17. Appeals may 
be filed until Oct. 19. 

A virtual town hall with meet-
ing with Cook County Assessor 
Fritz Kaegi will be held 6 to 8 
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 7.

An evening with the Assessor
Also attending the meeting will 

be Cook County commission-
ers Bridget Gainer and Bridget 
Degnan, and State Sen. Senator 
Feigenholtz. Questions relating to 
the Assessor’s processes and re-
garding property assessments are 
encouraged.

For more information call 312-
443-7550, to register visit https://
us06web.zoom.us/webinar/regis-
ter/WN_EW--R_FrQsGzxJHx-
orkiYg.

Success seems to be 
largely a matter of 
hanging on  
after others have let go. 

— William Feather

by Sheila Swann

The timeline for TimeLine just 
clicked one notch forward, and 
two clicks back, as the Chicago 
City Council has approved plans 
for a new Uptown theater build-
ing; but structural problems and 
a CTA real estate play has made 
their job considerably more dif-
ficult.

Yes, City Hall’s approval only 
leads to the harder part… restor-
ing a 100-year-old cold storage 
building into a modern new the-
ater.

Securing building permits, 
groundbreaking, and construc-
tion leaves the anticipated open-
ing date for the building in early 
or mid 2024 for this $35 million 
project. In the meantime, Time-
Line will continue to maintain  
operations in Lakeview East.

Troubles at TimeLine:

CTA takes adjacent lot  
for Red Line rebuild

Initial design sketches imag-
ined a new, glass-fronted build-
ing structure on the vacant lot at 
5033 N. Broadway, providing a 
grand entrance with space for a 
250-seat theatre and accessible 
connections to renovated spaces 
in the existing warehouse build-
ing. This plan was changed when 
the CTA took control of the south 
lot to facilitate construction of the 

new “L” stop at Argyle, as part of 
the CTA Red Purple Line Mod-
ernization Project; their rights to 
the land last until 2026.

In 2018 Lakeview’s TimeLine 
Theater Co. announced plans 
to relocate from their longtime 
Lakeview East home on Welling-
ton St., to a large new space. Then 

The new exterior for TimeLine Theater, 5033 N. Broadway.
Image courtesy by HGA

timeline see p. 12

about six years ago before recre-
ational use was legal in Illinois. 
But that space is only about 900 
square feet, and they struggled to 
meet the local demand of Wrig-
leyville’s recreational drug users. 
So Cresco Labs decided to rent 
additional space across the street 
in what used to be the Gingerman 
Tavern, 3740 N. Clark St. Pot sales 
were set up at the former bar, and 
then customers would pick up the 
goods across the street.

Existing structure too weak,  
facade and foundation footings cannot be saved

The Second Installment of your 
2020 property taxes were due into 
the Cook County Treasurer’s of-
fice on Friday and almost 11,500 
property owners overpaid their 
First Installment taxes.

That same day, Cook County 
Treasurer Maria Pappas said that 
those property owners will auto-
matically get back $25.4 million 
in refunds later this month. 

Almost 4,000 refunds go to 
homeowners who are receiving 

As tax deadline passes,  
automatic refunds now going out

property tax exemptions. The val-
ue of those exemptions is applied 
to the Second Installment tax bill, 
reducing the total taxes due. 

Pappas’s office has tried to 
make homeowners aware of po-
tential exemptions as she attends 
community events throughout 
Chicago and suburban Cook 
County. 

“The outreach efforts of my 
office, along with the Black and 
Latino Houses Matter program, 

are helping homeowners become 
more aware of how they can re-
duce their property tax burden,” 
Pappas said. 

To see if you are receiving a 
portion of the refunds, visit cook-
countytreasurer.com, select the 
purple box labeled “Your Prop-
erty Overview” and enter your 
address. 

The refunds include 5,137 ho-

refunds see p. 12

By Glenn Minnis 

It is happening every fall now, 
enrollment in Chicago Public 
Schools [CPS] dropping dramati-
cally. Only now, the pandemic 
appears to be exacerbating a de-
cade-long slide.

CPS schools are down about 
10,000 students compared to last 
fall, and Civic Federation presi-
dent Laurence Msall has a prob-
lem with what he sees as the CPS 
inverse system.

“While the size of the budget 
continues to grow, the number 
of students in Chicago Public 
Schools continues to shrink,” 
Msall recently told board mem-
bers. 

Chicago Board of Education 
officials recently approved a $9.3 
billion budget coinciding with 
schools across the state reopening 
for in-person learning. The new 
2021-22 budget tops last year’s 
spending by nearly a billion dol-
lars and directly calls for $7.8 bil-
lion in operating expenses, $707 
million for building repairs and 
technology advances and $763 
million for long-term debt pay-
ments.

The final approved spending 
plan came not long after members 
of the Chicago Teachers Union 
staged a rally outside the CPS 
headquarters demanding that the 
district invest more to cover the 
hiring a nurse and social worker 
for each of its 600-plus schools.

In the face of all the increased 
spending, the Civic Federation 
notes that student enrollment has 
tumbled by nearly 60,000 stu-
dents. Since the COVID-19 crisis 
hit, CPS enrollment has tumbled 
by nearly 25,000 students and 
since schools reopened this fall, 
classroom numbers are down by 

CPS took its head count 
Monday… expects more losses
Civic Federation’s Msall 
says school enrollment 
falls as budget grows

10,000 students.
CPS has struggled to hold onto 

students over the long run, with 
population losses in the city, but 
the simple fact is, those with 
school age children are leav-
ing town. Chicago has 200,000 
fewer children than 20 years ago. 
Since 2010, the city has lost about 
76,000 children under 18, accord-
ing to recently released 2020 U.S. 
Census data.

Meanwhile, Catholic schools 
and some independent private 
schools are seeing enrollment in-
creases. The Archdiocese of Chi-
cago says school enrollment is up 
by about 6.5% this year. Over the 
last year, Catholic schools became 
much more popular because they 
stayed with in-person instruction 
while CPS was remote. It appears 
some parents are staying and new 
ones have enrolled.

Archdiocese school school offi-
cials told WBEZ they don’t know 
how many of their new students 
come from CPS. But at the school 
level, a few principals told WBEZ 
a portion of their new students 
come from city schools.

For example, St. Matthias El-
ementary School near Lincoln 
Square welcomed 52 new fami-
lies this year. That included 23 
students from CPS. And last year, 
there were 68 new students, in-
cluding 29 from CPS, according 
to Katie Carden, St Matthias’ 
principal. She said after seeing 
enrollment drop a few years back, 
her school now has a waitlist in 
multiple grades.

This year Archdiocese-run 
schools have scaled back their 
COVID-19 safety rules, as CPS 
has. Schools don’t take student’s 
temperature at the door any more 
and they don’t have in-school test-
ing like CPS will eventually have 
at all schools.

CPS administrators recently 

cps see p. 12
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hearings at the Fire Academy, 
(ironically the site of the O’Leary 
farm) to redeem the reputation of 
the beleaguered Mrs. O’Leary. 

Historians, fire department per-
sonnel and O’Leary family mem-
bers testified to the innocence of 
the poor Chicago dairy farmer. 
The Chicago City Council later 
affirmed her vindication.

The Chicago Fire made victims 
of hundreds of thousands of Chi-
cagoans. Remarkably, only 300 
people lost their lives in the Great 
Fire of 1871. The biggest post-
fire miracle, of course, was the 
recovery process which brought 
economic stability and a power-
ful spurt of growth, unequaled in 
any American city. 

The disaster of the fire, ulti-
mately, became an opportunity 
for rebirth and revitalization, un-
matched anywhere on earth and 
the “Second City” was born.

But the wounds and scars of the 
inferno lingered. 

At the next election the city 
voted in founder and publisher 
Joseph Medill, a McCormick 
cousin, as the new mayor -- on a  
fireproof ticket.

of two dramatic acts of 
nature. First the prairie 
winds that fed the heat and 
flames across three-fifths 
of the metropolis. Second, 
the cooling force of rain 
that brought an end to the 
urban cataclysm of the in-
ferno.

In its pathway there was 
little the Great Fire of 1871 
did not flatten and char. 
Gone were all municipal 
buildings that housed gov-
ernment and municipal af-
fairs, except the city Water 
Tower at Chicago Ave., still 
there today. 

Two cathedrals lay in 
ruins. One belonging to 
the Roman Catholic dio-
cese of Chicago. The other 
belonging to the Episco-
pal diocese of Chicago. 
Churches east of the river’s 

south branch were gone, except 
for Holy Family Church on 12th 
Street. Saved, many believed, mi-
raculously, when parishioners re-
ceived a telegram from the famed 
Father Arnold Damen, SJ, the 
pastor of the parish away preach-
ing in New York. He advised pa-
rishioners to prayer to Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help, whose image 
is still displayed in the cathedral-
like church to this day. 

Damen was confident the re-
cently completed church would 
be saved by the Madonna.

That’s more than significant 
as the blaze was thought to have 
begun in an area of the city very 
near the church. Long after the 
fire, one of the parishioners of 
Holy Family was accused by 
scurrilous journalists of being the 
cause of the blaze. Mrs. Catherine 
O’Leary was never accused by 
any branch of Chicago investiga-
tors of the fire to have been the 
cause. 

Decades later, Michael Ahern, a 
reporter for the Republican, a Chi-
cago newspaper at the time, admit-
ted that he and two other report-
ers, Jim Haynie and John English, 
had concocted the tale that Mrs. 
O’Leary and her cow were the 
prime cause of the blaze. 

As an Irish immigrant, a wom-
an and a Roman Catholic she was 
ripe for the false accusations that 
were easily laid upon a powerless 
person. 

Ahern would be the last of the 
old time reporters to die in the 
1920s. His false accusations still 
abounded long after.

It would take until 1997 to 
ensure that Catherine O’Leary 
was absolved of any wrong do-
ing. Then, Ald. Edward M. Burke 
[14th], Chairman of the powerful 
Finance Committee, called for 
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By Thomas J. O’Gorman

Just six years after the end of 
the American Civil War. Some 34 
years after it was established of-
ficially as a city, during the early 
months of the second term of the 
presidency of Ulysses S. Grant, 
three-fifths of Chicago, a city 
surrounded by flatlands and wa-
terways burnt to the ground.

Weather conditions in 1871 
made for the driest, hottest Au-
gust and September on record. By 
early October fires in the wooden 
streets of the city were a daily oc-
currence. 

Chicago’s meagre fire-fighting 
professionals were hard-pressed 
to cope. But with just one differ-
ence, on Oct. 8. as fire-fighters, 
battered and broken, were limp-
ing their way back from one of 
the 25 fires on record for those 
weeks, lookouts stationed in the 
tower of City Hall observed one 
fresh ingredient that tipped the 
city of 250,000 to catastrophe: 
unrelenting prairie winds.

Technological incapacities re-
moved any real ability to keep the 
flames of destruction at bay. 

The conflagration at its 
height had the power to 
jump the expanse of the 
Chicago River, which of-
fered meager resistance in 
holding back the forces of 
the urban inferno.

Prairie winds were the 
dramatic force of nature that 
made this fire more lethal 
than any other in history. 

As the force of the flames 
grew in strength, cyclones 
of flatland winds grew to 
become gyres of unstop-
pable disaster. At its worst, 
the fire did not simply burn 
one building after another. 
Rather the fire was in real-
ity powerful walls of heat 
that moved, pushing ahead 
of the flames, exploding 
into flames everything in 
its path.  From 12th Street 
(Roosevelt Rd.) on the 
south to what is Fullerton Ave. 
today. 

Though the fire jumped the 
river moving in its northward 
path, it did not jump the river to 
the western portion of the city. 
The fire burned as far east as the 
shores of Lake Michigan, though 
the intense heat of the fire made 
shoreline relief hit or miss.

Among the more ingenious 
places of rescue from the flames 
was the fledgling environs of 
Lincoln Park at the north edge of 
the city. Once land that contained 
the city’s cemeteries, both Catho-
lic and non-denominational, the 
cemeteries had relinquished their 

burial plots so that a memorial 
park to honor the assassinated 
President Lincoln could be fash-
ioned along a lake parkway under 
construction.

At the time of the fire, many of 
the former graves remained open 
and uncovered, the dead trans-
ferred to new cemeteries further 
north. Many Chicagoans recount-
ed how jumping into the empty 
graves was a last resort.

When all seemed hopeless, 
rain began to fall on the evening 
of Oct. 9. An act of nature extin-
guished the dynamic walls of heat 
and fire raging through the city.

Chicago had been at the mercy 

fire see p. 2

The Great Chicago Fire of 1871 at 150, separating fact from fiction
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by Felicia Dechter

Heart  
of the ‘Hood

Longtime Joffrey dancer takes center stage with choreography

Yoshi Arai has been a Company artist at 
the Joffrey Ballet since 2012, but his pas-
sion for dancing has also created what one 
imagines would be a natural transition into 
a love for choreography. 

Starting next week, Arai will get to show 
off other people’s dance moves with his 
choreography, as his immense talent takes 
center stage when the Joffrey presents 
Arai’s recent work, “Boléro,” as part of its 
season opening production, “Home: a Cel-
ebration.”   The show launches the dance 
company’s inaugural season at its new 
home, the Lyric Opera House, and features 
the original works of other promising cho-
reographers who are also on the rise.

Arai, a Rogers Parker known around 
town as Yoshi, takes audiences on a jour-
ney through time and space with “Boléro.” 
Fifteen dancers will appear on stage, in-
spired by the score of the same name by 
composer Maurice Ravel.  “Home: a Cel-
ebration,” will be presented in 10 perfor-
mances only, Oct. 13 to 24, at the Lyric 
Opera House, 20 N. Wacker Dr. 

Although Arai has done a few small 
scale productions throughout his nearly 
decade with the Joffrey, he said “Bolero,” 
is his biggest thus far. 

“It is very exciting, I’m really grateful 
for this opportunity,” said Arai. “This last 

year with no performances during the pan-
demic gave me an opportunity to create 
something new as an artist.” 

Born in Hiroshima, Japan, Arai began 
his ballet training as a 10-year-old child 
at the city’s International Ballet Academy. 
His father was strict and very into sports, 
so Arai took karate lessons, which led to 
his becoming a black belt. At the same 
time, Arai’s older sister was attending bal-
let classes six days a week, and most times 
he was brought along. 

“I always liked music and dance,” said 
Ara. “I went and watched the ballet class-
es.” 

He enjoyed the dancing so much that 
Arai’s mother and grandmother secretly 
signed him up for ballet classes too. “My 
mom and grandma were big supporters of 
the arts,’ said Arai. “Ballet boys were a big 
deal in Japan and becoming bigger. I fell in 
love the first time I was in the studio.” 

Arai then checked out numerous dance 
schools, both in America and England. He 
eventually told his father that he wanted 
to be a professional dancer and he had 
found a school in London, the Royal Ballet 
School.  

“My father said, ‘If you really want to 
be a dancer, I’ll really support you,’” re-
called Arai. “He became a big supporter 
afterward.” 

During his first year with the Royal Bal-
let School, Arai performed at the Royal 
Opera House before Prince Charles and 
his wife, Camilla Parker Bowles. “I didn’t 
speak a word of English so I hid behind 
a British student,” he recalled. A differ-
ent time, Arai sang “Happy Birthday,” to 
Queen Elizabeth for her 80th birthday, at 

the Royal Opera House’s Covent Garden. 
“I was a student and the Royal Family 

was a huge supporter,” he said. “It was 
kind of unreal. “Definitely one dream 
come true,” added Arai, who graduated 
with honors and received the school’s pres-
tigious Achievement Award. “It was unreal 
to see the Royal Family.” 

Since then, Arai has performed at the 
Kennedy Center in Washington D.C. with 
the Paris Opera Ballet School and was 
a prestigious Prix de Lausanne finalist. 

He has danced in many acclaimed shows 
throughout the years including, among 
numerous others, “The Nutcracker,”  “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream,” “Wuthering 
Heights,” “Swan Lake,” “Madame Butter-
fly,” and “Cleopatra.” He also collaborated 
with Dame Gillian Lynne in 2010, develop-
ing an original role for the 45th anniversary 
gala for the Northern Ballet in West York-
shire, England. 

In 2011, Arai joined the Tulsa Ballet 
as a demi-soloist and it was there, after a 
performance of “Romeo and Juliet,” that 
he decided to pursue the Joffrey. Ashley 
Wheater, Joffrey artistic director, had come 
to see the show and, “I contacted him and 
said I want to come work for him,” said 
Arai, who then auditioned for Wheater in 
Chicago, moved here, and has been per-
forming with the dance company ever since 
in roles including “The Nutcracker,” and as 
the prince in “Cinderella.” 

“He has an amazing vision to bring the 
company to another level,” Arai said of 
Wheater.  “I’ve seen the company grow and 
change. It has been an amazing journey.” 

In addition to having “Boléro,” featured 
as part of the Joffrey’s opening production, 
Arai is creating original choreography 
complemented by Copland’s “Appalachian 
Spring,” which will have its world premiere 
as part of Illinois Philharmonic Orchestra’s 
season opener on Oct. 16 at Ozinga Chapel 
on the campus of Trinity Christian College 
in Palos Heights. The piece will be danced 
by Studio Company dancers of the Joffrey 
Academy of Dance, the official school of 
the Joffrey Ballet.

To Register
312-281-6018 
TheArtisWay.com/InsideBooster
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Travels with My Aunt
dancer see p. 4

Joffrey company artist Yoshi Arai.
Courtesy of The Joffrey Ballet
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by Don DeBat

The 
Home 
Front

North Side resale-home market on a roller coaster

Chicago’s North Side resale-
home market is on a roller-coaster 
ride headed into autumn with me-
dian sale prices falling and mort-
gage rates creeping higher.

That’s the big picture outlined 
in Baird & Warner’s Septem-
ber 2021 Market Analysis which 
focused on four key neighbor-
hoods—the Near North Side, Lin-
coln Park, Lakeview and North 
Center.

“Variables such as the second 
outbreak of COVID, rising crime, 
state and city financial problems, 
and the outlook for 2022 real es-
tate tax increases, are all having 
an effect on the residential real 
estate market,” noted John Ir-
win, broker with Baird & Warner. 
“Unfortunately, these variables 
have not been brought under con-
trol, so it is impossible to predict 

their continued impact on the Fall 
2021 market.”

Interest rates creeping up
A mortgage-rate increase 

above the magic 3% affordability 
threshold is the latest cloud over 
the autumn market.

Freddie Mac’s Primary Mort-
gage Market Survey reported on 
Sept. 30 that benchmark 30-year 
fixed home loan rates rose na-
tionwide to an average of 3.01%. 
Last year at this time, the 30-year 
fixed loans averaged 2.88%.

Fifteen-year fixed rate loans 
rose to an average of 2.28%, up 
from 2.15% a week earlier. A year 
ago, the average 15-year fixed 
mortgage averaged 2.36%.

“Mortgage rates rose across all 
loan types last week as the 10-
year U.S. Treasury yield reached 
1.54%, its highest point since 
June,” said Sam Khater, Freddie 
Mac’s chief economist.

“Many factors led to this  
increase, including the Federal 
Reserve communicating that 
it will taper its support of the  
capital markets, the broadening 
of inflation and emerging energy 
supply shortages which com-
pound other labor and materials 

shortages,” he said.
Khater gloomily predicted: 

“We expect mortgage rates to  
continue to rise modestly which 
will likely have an impact on 
home prices, causing them to 
moderate slightly after increasing 
over the last year.”

Prices on roller coaster
Home prices on the North Side 

already appear to be impacted by 
higher interest rates.

While median sale prices in the 
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four surveyed North Side neigh-
borhood are up 4% year to date, 
in August there was some slip-
page in three of the four neigh-
borhoods, according to Baird & 
Warner:

• Near North: Median home 
prices slipped 5.4%, while units 
priced under $500,000 fell 5.5%. 
On the sales side, the Near North 
area was hot in August, with 
43.1% more transactions than the 
same month in 2020. Units priced 
under $500,000 posted 20.6% 
more sales than a year ago.

• Lincoln Park: Over-all me-
dian prices in the neighborhood 
plummeted 14.7% in August. 
However, homes in the upscale 
price range of $500,000 to $1-mil-
lion only slipped 5.1%. Total unit 
sales fell 7% in Lincoln Park.

• Lakeview: Median prices 
eased 4.7%. However, prices on 
luxury homes rose 2.6% in the 
$1-million to $2-million bracket. 
Unit sales were about the same 
as last August, but homes in the 
$1-million to $2-million bracket 
rose 13.6%.

• North Center: Bucking the 
trend, median prices in this neigh-
borhood, which includes the hot 
St. Ben’s area, skyrocketed 38.8% 

in August.
However, the median price of 

homes priced at more than $2-mil-
lion in North Center slipped 3.8%. 
While over-all home sales slipped 
4.1%, units priced at more than 
$2-million zoomed 52.9% in sales 
volume during August.

Despite the uncertainty, the 
North Side residential real estate 
sales activity is healthy, Irwin 
said. “Buyers and sellers need to 
know how to navigate the mar-
ket,” he said.

“Many buyers are looking for 
homes in ‘turn-key’ condition,” 
Irwin noted. “This not only in-
cludes a fresh coat of paint, but 
a more contemporary look. For 
sellers, updating can be less costly 
than a future price change.”

Pricing is the most critical ele-
ment for sellers, he said. “Testing 
an inflated price can lead to higher 
market times and potential costly 
price changes,” Irwin advised.  

For more housing news, visit 
www.dondebat.biz. Don DeBat 
is co-author of “Escaping Condo 
Jail,” the ultimate survival guide 
for condominium living. Visit 
www.escapingcondojail.com.

Meanwhile, Arai said “Bolero” 
has no specific story,” yet, “Ev-
eryone is allowed to have their 
opinion,” he said. “With 3,000 
seats come 3,000 opinions. 

“Be open minded,” added Arai. 
“Just watch the piece.’ 

As Arai told me they say in 
England, we’re sending Chukkers 
to him -- meaning best of luck. 
Apparently, Merde, and Toi, Toi 
are also appropriate to say to an 
artist before a dance production, 
he said. 

Here’s sending Arai all of the 
above, and then some. 

Congratulations!... to a totally 
adorable couple that recently tied 
the knot, Stephanie Toro and Mi-
chael Vaughn, owner of the Zebra 
Lounge, 1220 N. State Pkwy. 

These cute lovebirds met at 
the now-closed Bulldog Whis-
key Bar in Humboldt Park. They 
held their wedding on a rooftop in 

that neighborhood and I’m told it 
was an intimate, memorable, and 
beautiful event filled with lots of 
love! 

Please join me in congratulat-
ing the new Mr. and Mrs. Vaughn 
and wishing them many years of 
happiness and wedded bliss!

Think pink please… Tradi-
tion has returned at the Peninsula 
Chicago, 108 E. Superior St. The 
hotel’s signature Afternoon Tea at 
The Lobby has restarted and will 
be available Fridays through Sun-
days in October, with seatings at 
2:30 p.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Debuting with a theme of “Pen-

insula in Pink,” a portion of the 
proceeds from each Afternoon 
Tea service will benefit the non-
profit A Silver Lining Foundation 
(ASLF), which funds cost-free 
breast health testing. The dona-
tions to ASLF run through the 
month of October, which is Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month.  

“We are grateful and delighted 
the Afternoon tea at The Penin-
sula Chicago has returned!” said 
Dr. Sandy Goldberg, a more than 
two-decade breast cancer survivor 
who founded ASLF, 134 N. La-
Salle St., with her husband, Greg 
Hines. “Since the inception of our 
relationship with The Peninsula 
Chicago and their continued sup-
port, over 100 women have been 
provided with the access to po-
tentially lifesaving testing. Lives 
eased, lives saved…there is no 
better silver lining.” 

Scarf them up... Rogers Park 
artist Juli Litzkow will sell her 
fabulous, hand-painted silk 
scarves at the Shanastastudios 
Silks booth during the last Ev-
anston Thursday Market of the 
season, which is tomorrow night. 
Buy one for yourself (I did!) or 
for a holiday gift. They are gor-
geous.

dancer from p. 3

Artist Juli Litzkow will sell her beau-
tiful, hand-painted scarves.

Stephanie Toro and Michael Vaughn, now aka Mr. and Mrs. 
Vaughn.

Dr. Sandy Goldberg

Sales in the Near North area was 
hot in August, with 43.1% more 
transactions than the same month 
in 2020.
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The 43rd running of the Chicago Mara-
thon is scheduled to return to the North 
Side’s streets on Sunday, Oct. 10.

While the start time is 7:30 a.m., police 
will start locking down the city, and towing 
cars off of the race route well in advance 
of that.

Those who live or park on one of the 
streets along the route must move all of 
their vehicles to another location off the 
course by Saturday. Towing of vehicles on 
closed thoroughfares will begin at 1 a.m. 
on Sunday. 

The city is expecting to welcome 35,000 
to 40,000 participants to this year’s Mara-
thon.

Residents need to be aware that as the 
race is being run, many North Side streets 
will be blocked off. That includes portions 
of Clark St., Sheridan, Broadway, Stockton 
and Cannon Dr., Wells and Lasalle. Inner 
Lake Shore Dr., will be closed between 
Belmont and W. Sheridan Rd. W. Sheridan 
will be close between the Inner Drive and 
Broadway.

The Marathon  steps off in Grant Park 
with the Marathon Wheelchair start (men): 
7:20 a.m.; Marathon Wheelchair start 
(women): 7:21 a.m., then the Marathon 
Handcycle starts at 7:23 a.m.

Wave 1 starts at 7:30 a.m., wave 2 starts 
at 8 a.m., and wave 3 Start at 8:35 a.m.

Spectator access to Grant Park begins 
at 9:30 a.m. The race ends for the runners 
in Butler Field between 9:30 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Spectators will not have access to the race 
start and finish areas within Grant Park on 
race day. Those who wish to be nearby the 
finish line will have to pass through secu-
rity inspections gates along Michigan Ave.

Event organizers are working closely 
with the City of Chicago, including the 
Dept. of Public Health, Streets and Sani-

tation and Chicago Police to try and pull 
of a safe race. Those who wish may cheer 
on participants in-person along the course 
route, or from home by following TV and 
radio coverage of the event.

Be prepared,  
the Chicago Marathon steps off Sunday

by Tom Gradel
                                                                                                                                               
The Wellington United Church of Christ 

[WUCC], the Crossroads Fund and the 
Metropolitan Tenants Organization [MTO] 
have joined forces to help Chicago area 
tenants apply for and obtain government 
funding to pay back rent that they could 
not pay due to the pandemic.

As many as 20,000 Chicago renters will 
face the possibility of eviction after the 
eviction moratorium expires on Oct. 3.

Three nonprofits join forces to help tenants  
facing eviction, help landlords stay in business

Thousands of renters may face eviction next week
Since the government-imposed stay-at-

home order and eviction ban was issued in 
March 2020, Cook County Courts halted all 
eviction proceedings except for emergencies.

From 2010 to 2019, Chicago saw an aver-
age of more than 22,500 eviction filings per 
year, according to a report by The Lawyers’ 
Committee for Better Housing and Loyola 
Univ. of Chicago Dept. of Sociology. In 
2019 there were 18,200 eviction filings, or 
an average of about 1,500 per month.

Most of the evictions prior to and dur-

ing the pandemic were the result of tenants 
being unable to pay rent for numerous rea-
sons. But the pandemic was a major added 
factor causing many more people to lose 
jobs or experience substantial cuts in their 
work hours and income. 

Recently, the Illinois Dept. of Human 
Services estimates that there are approxi-
mately 414,000 vulnerable households that 
are experiencing housing insecurity in Il-
linois and an estimated 60,000 of these 
households are now vulnerable to eviction. 
It is safe to estimate that at least 12,600 of 
the households (21%) are located in Chi-
cago. 

The WUCC, Crossroads and MTO think 
the pending flood of Chicago evictions can 
be avoided if $1.5 billion of federal funds 
can be used to pay landlords for rent owed 
by tenants who have lost jobs or work hours 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  

According to WUCC member Dick 
Simpson, the $1.5 billion has already been 
allocated to the State of Illinois, and its 
Dept. of Human Services and Illinois Hous-
ing Development Authority have launched 
programs to distribute the funds. 

“But there are several steep hurdles to 
jump before the rent money is released to 
the landlords,” Simpson said. “Landlords 
and tenants have to hear about the program, 
learn how it helps them, and then correctly 
file challenging paperwork. That’s where 
the three nonprofits can be most effective.” 

“The MTO has 25 years of experience 
helping tenants and landlords reach mutu-
ally beneficial agreements but they don’t 

have enough staff to handle the expected 
demand for help getting access to the fed-
eral money after the moratorium ends. If 
MTO had the funding, they could hire and 
train additional staff, which then could 
train others to work directly with tenants 
and landlords,” he said.

WUCC contributed $15,000 to help MTO 
hire additional staff, and parishioners will 
be recruited to reach out and inform ten-
ants and landlords. Some church members 
have volunteered to help tenants apply for 
the rental assistance. WUCC is also seek-
ing additional participants from numerous 
North Side social justice groups. 

Crossroads has contributed $8,000 to 
help MTO, and will also help recruit addi-
tional participants from the more than 200 
community and social justice organiza-
tions it has help fund during the 40 years.

MTO is now conducting training ses-
sions on a once-monthly schedule. For 
more information contact MTO at 847-
903-8464, Philip@tenants-rights.org; or 
Wellington UCC, 773-484-3302, annlou-
ise@waucc.org.

The Illinois Dept. of Human 
Services estimates that there are 

approximately 414,000 vulnerable 
households that are experiencing 
housing insecurity in Illinois and 

an estimated 60,000  
of these households are now  

vulnerable to eviction. 

The North Side race route.
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By Thomas O’Gorman

The news isn’t good out of the 
Art Institute of Chicago [AIC]. 

While attempting to restructure 
the venerable and beloved museum 
to the new ‘woke’ world, it seems 
the AIC has committed a foul 
blunder resulting in casting out all 
their volunteer docents from fur-
ther service to the cherished cen-
ter of Chicago’s art world.

Details are still sketchy, but ap-
parently the long-serving corps 
of docents is seen as too cultur-
ally privileged. Their advantaged 
social bearing and polished edu-
cations are now perceived as an 
imbalanced detriment to continu-
ing, any longer, the service of the 
time-honored group of hardwork-
ing volunteers. 

For over 60 years these vol-

Art Institute of Chicago fiasco
Museum volunteers  
cast off for being  
too culturally privileged

unteer docents have faithfully, 
skillfully and happily introduced 
many children, museum mem-
bers, donors, local and out-of-
town visitors to the AIC and its 
collection.

Once, the docents were consid-
ered family. They weren’t just the 
expendable subject of some in-
house jargon-filled email, which 
was how they discovered they 
were being cast off. 

The pink slip was sent off by 
Veronica Stein, the AIC Wom-
an’s Board Executive Director of 
Learning and Public Engagement. 
She said that the 82 volunteer do-
cents would be replaced by six 
part-time employees, and that in 
2023, unpaid volunteer educators 
will start to be reintroduced.

These docents are Chicago’s 
latest victims of the cancel culture 
strategy. Fired more for their per-
ceived privilege, rather than their 
character, knowledge or work ef-
forts.

PALMER HOUSE: Potter 
Palmer’s Palmer House debuted 
on Sept. 23, 1871, perhaps Amer-
ica’s most refined and elegant ac-
commodation. It was the talk the 
town, especially after it burnt to 
the ground just weeks later in the 
Great Fire. Potter quickly rebuilt. 
Modern hotel bosses celebrated 
the 150th anniversary of its open-
ing September 23rd. Potter and 
Bertha Palmer would be proud.

CHICAGO UNDER SEIGE: 
Here’s just some of the may-
hem that has gone unchecked on 
Mayor Lightfinger’s watch, cat-
alogued by a column fan. Chica-
go’s violence is the talk of the na-
tion. The irresponsible mayor has 
ravaged safety and civility in the 
city. Her harebrained solutions are 
gross failures. She has turned the 
streets over to gangs and thugs. 
Here’s a taste: Club bouncer bru-
tally killed in River North, 56 
shootings in one weekend. 9 dead, 
Dior boutique robbed at gunpoint, 
Botegga Veneto robbed, Intermix 
robbed, teen stabbed in Lincoln 

its ICONS Gala honoring Chita 
Rivera and the Bayless Fam-
ily Foundation Wednesday, Oct. 
20 at Galleria Marchett. NBC5’s 
Matthew Rodriques will serve as 
host, and have an on-stage conver-
sation with WGN’s Paul Lisnek. 
Live performances stage-crafted 
by Michael Weber, Adrian Abel 
Azevedo and Linda Madonia. So 
buy a ticket, it sounds like fun.

WHO’S WHERE: Archi-
tectural historian Lee Bey, in 
Detroit, sees a comeback in the 
grandeur of architecture there…
Happy Birthday to the golden 
voice of Chicago Bill Kurtis… 
Breandan Magee busy being 
a Godfather at the holy rites… 
Tom Cooney sitting in the living 
room of the Duke of Wellington, 
now the five star Merrion Hotel 
in Dublin, once the Duke’s child-
hood  home… delightful running 
into politico Brian Bernardoni 
in Erie Cafe, always great sto-
ries… Belated Happy Birthday 
to Nikki Friar the wondrous ma-
gician at Marchesa on Wells…  
Rock’n’Roller Billy Corgan has 
been enormously helpful and 
generous in rescuing homeless 
pets… so nice to see Marilyn 
Miglin and Irene Michaels at 
Ralph Lauren Bar & Grill in the 
Irv and Essee Kupcinet booth… 
former mayoral candidate Gary 
Chico lunching on the RL pa-
tio… Annie Lawlor, Windy 
Lawlor Augustine and Brittany 
Kennedy all survived the historic 
Metallica concert at Metro…  
Christie’s Steve Zick on Michi-
gan Ave. with equestrian Offi-
cer Davis, happy to see mounted 
police back in action… Karen 
Zupko and Mr. Mike off to sun-
ny Florence where art can refresh 
the soul… the Tribune’s former 
Col. Paul Malarik III celebrated 
another year of grace with pal, 
Lynn Graham and this colum-
nist… and bravo to everyone’s 
beloved Shaun Rajah, only three 
months in his new position at the 

Langham Hotel, now promoted to  
Director of Social Catering,  
Lucky Langham.

RISE UP: Support Christ the 
King’s  11th Annual RISE UP 
Oct. 7, 6-9 p.m. at Midwest Coast 
Brewing, 2137 W. Walnut,  with  
freshly brewed craft beers and 
Korean-Mexican “taKOs” and  
nachos from taKOREA. Call 
Maureen Kelly at 773-413-
3513 or mkelly@ctkjesuit.org for  
tickets or info.

CONDOLENCES: To Sheila 
and Chris Kennedy on the death 
of Sheila’s remarkable mother, 
Sheila Reynolds Berner. She was 
also the late Tom Reynold’s dear 
sister. (Their father was President 
Franklin Roosevelt’s New York 
appointee for U.S. Attorney.) Co-
founder of the family food charity, 
Top Box, and decades of service 
to the needs of the Howard Area 
Community Center, 7648 N. Pau-
lina St. (now the Sheila Reynolds 
Berner Center).

Simply calling the Great Fire 
an accident did not satisfy some 
people, most notably the local 
newspapers. They demanded a 
culprit. — Jim Murphy

tog515@gmail.com

fire from p. 2

Billy Corgan

The Palmer House, 17 E. Monroe St., celebrates 150 years.Shaun Rajah Chita Rivera

A past invitation from Michael Wilkie.

Bill Kurtis

Park. This is a crisis in government. 
Take a look at graffiti in every via-
duct and overpass of the Kennedy 
Expressway. She’s taunting us.

AN ERA ENDS: Many Chica-
goans are mourning the death of 
the singular society grandee Mi-
chael Wilke, man about town and 
treasured friend to so many. He 
was a complex adventurer of a lo-
cal fortune with which he gilded 
the lily of local society. No mo-
ment more memorable than his 
famed dance with Diana, Prin-
cess of Wales on her visit. He 
kept Chicago breathless. Peace.

HER HONOR: Cook County 
Treasurer Maria Pappas is ev-
erywhere and now she’s made 
common cause with St. Sabina 
pastor Father Mike Pfleger, she 
should be Chicago’s mayor. She 
shows up every day, works hard, 
is fearless and serious, has visited 
every corner of the county, she 
studies the numbers and does not 
curse in public, and treats every-
one equally, politely and fairly. 
How refreshing.

ICONS: Lakeview’s Porchlight 
Music Theatre will be hosting 

In response to Stein, the AIC’s 
2021-2022 Docent Council sent 
a detailed letter outlining the 
work and demands on docents, 
and requesting an 
in-person meeting 
with AIC President 
James Rondeau, “to 
explain fully our per-
spective regarding 
the end of the cur-
rent docent program, 
and regarding our 
commitment to the 
healthy evolution of 
AIC’s arts education. 
On behalf of all past 
and present docents 
who have walked the 
halls of the volunteer 
educator program, we 
thank you for taking the time to 
reflect on our response.”

The long letter goes into great 
detail about how the volunteer 
docents have enthusiastically de-
voted countless hours and per-

sonal resources to facilitate audi-
ence engagement in sharing their 
knowledge about the collection, 
its history and relevance.

But suddenly the 
docents’ dedication, 
knowledge and con-
tributions are sec-
ondary to the grow-
ing intolerant woke 
culture overtaking 
the AIC.

Can it really be that 
they were canned for 
the worst possible 
reason: because most 
of them are white?

The AIC may al-
low the cast-offs to 
reapply to be among 
the six $25-per-hour 

paid “educators” who will be cho-
sen on the basis of “an income 
equity-focused lens,” according 
to the Stein’s memo.

But feelings have been crushed, 
and spirits have been broken. Val-

ued accomplishments are no lon-
ger needed. No more well-spoken 
tour guides or bright art experts, 
the goal now is a more equitable 
and diverse group of paid staff to 
carry out the duties once the do-
main of volunteer docents.

The AIC says it’s all about di-
versity, but many feel it’s just one 
more sad American misstep along 
the path of racialization.  

And now it’s the talk of the 
town, and not in a good way. A 
moment of great shame for Chi-
cago at a time when fiasco after 
fiasco is unraveling goodwill ev-
erywhere in the metropolis.

What are AIC board members 
thinking? Hey Ken Griffin, say it 
ain’t so. Tom Pritzker, you’ve got 
to be kiddin’. Larry Levy, this is 
a low blow. Way below the belt, 
Janet Duchossois, Steven Crown, 
Jay Krehbiel. What was President 
James Rondeau thinking? 

Just wait ‘til the diversity crowd 
turns their sites on the board.

Veronica Stein, AIC 
Woman’s Board Execu-
tive Director of Learning 
and Public Engagement.
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The Clare aims to hit $100K in Alzheimer’s Association donations
Year after year, The Clare sets and 

surpasses fundraising goals for the Al-
zheimer’s Association leading up to the 
annual Walk to END 
Alzheimer’s, the na-
tion’s largest event to 
raise awareness and 
funds to fight Al-
zheimer’s disease.

Since 2013, residents 
and employees of The 
Clare have raised more than $85,000 in 
support of the Alzheimer’s Association 
and their vision of a world without Al-
zheimer’s disease and related forms of 

dementia. This year, The Clare’s goal is to 
reach $100,000 in donations to this impor-
tant cause.

“We have the honor of 
working with residents 
and their families that 
have Alzheimer’s dis-
ease or related demen-
tias,” says Joanne Mal-
leta, Director of Resident 
Health Services at The 

Clare and leader of the community’s Al-
zheimer’s Association fundraising efforts. 
“The Alzheimer’s Association is invalu-
able to those going through this disease, 

with support groups, a 24-hour help line 
and much more. Our team is dedicated to 
their vision.”

Throughout September, residents and 
employees alike had the opportunity to 
participate in various events geared toward 
fundraising for the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion. During a silent auction happy hour, 

for example, residents bid for experiences 
like an exclusive dinner with The Clare’s 
Executive Chef Hagop Hagopian or an 
evening at the Magic Parlour at Chicago’s 
historic Palmer House. This yielded sig-
nificant donations to kick off fundraising, 
as all winning bids go directly to the Al-
zheimer’s Association.

Additional donations stemmed from 
a 50/50 raffle and a Penny Wars Chal-
lenge, where residents distribute their 
spare change to the jar of specific team 
members at The Clare. Whoever has the 
most money in their jar will have to climb 
all 53 flights of stairs at the community. 
Meanwhile, employees made donations 
and enjoyed an ice cream sundae bar in 
exchange.

“I am inspired by the generosity dis-
played by everyone in the community,” 
Joanne says.

So far, The Clare has raised $12,830, 
meaning about $2,000 more in donations 
is needed to hit the $100,000 milestone. 
With one donation event remaining – a 
special resident-only 5k hosted by the 
community – ahead of the official Walk 
to END Alzheimer’s on Saturday, Octo-
ber 8 at Soldier Field, The Clare’s goal is 
certainly within reach.

“Every dollar and every person make 
a difference,” Joanne says. “Here is to 
$100,000!”

Senior Living

The Chicago Reader, the innovative, 
and nationally respected independent 
media voice in Chicago since 1971, is 
celebrating its 50th anniversary with a 
variety of exhibitions, events, and proj-
ects.

Started on Chicago’s North Side, the 
Chicago Reader’s first issue was Oct. 
1, 1971. It is believed to be the nation’s 
first free newsweekly. From its days as 
the city’s main “alternative” publication, 
to its current biweekly format with daily 
online postings, the Chicago Reader has 
stayed true to its roots, covering culture 
in all its forms, and uncovering corrup-
tion in government and other institu-
tions.

The Reader was founded by four col-
lege friends: Bob McCamant, Bob Roth, 
Tom Yoder, and Tom Rehwaldt. They 
sold the paper in 2007 to Creative Loaf-
ing, and it was sold several times since, 
including to the Chicago Sun-Times. In 
2018, the Sun-Times sold the Reader to 
Elizie Higginbottom and Leonard C. 
Goodman, who took it independent once 
again, before approving its conversion to 
a nonprofit. The four founders returned 
to the Reader office for the first time in 
years for a 50th anniversary photo shoot, 
where they met current co-publishers 
Tracy Baim and Karen Hawkins. 

In 2020, the Chicago Reader received 
501(c)(3) nonprofit status from the IRS 
for its Reader Institute for Community 
Journalism, and the full conversion to 
nonprofit is expected before the end of 
this year. 

The Reader has been marking its 
golden anniversary with online and 
print-related content, including deep ar-
chive dives. That will continue with two 
special anniversary issues, Oct. 14 and 
28, with 60,000 copies featuring the ori-
gin story and other articles and content 
focused on the past 50 years of award-
winning work.

Reader 50th celebrations will in-
clude:
•  The Newberry Library is host-

ing an exhibition of archival materials 
from the Reader, including reporter’s 

Chicago Reader  
celebrates 50th anniversary

notes by John Conroy for his 1990 “House 
of Screams” cover story on police brutal-
ity, original art created for the Reader by 
Lynda Barry, Slug Signorino, and other 
artists, plus other materials in the library’s 
collection. “The Chicago Reader at 50: A 
half-century of revolutionary storytelling” 
opens to the public today, and be on display 
at the Newberry’s gallery until Friday, Jan. 
21, 2022.
• The Reader ran a button design contest 

with Busy Beaver Button Co. this summer. 
The winners were selected by public voting 
to be featured in a button collection rep-
resenting the past five decades the Reader 
has been serving Chicago. This button pack 
will be on sale Oct 1. 
• There will be a series of public and 

private “house” parties in October and No-
vember, to raise funds for the new nonprof-
it. One online event will be hosted 6 p.m. 
Oct. 20, by Haymarket Books. Moderator 
Kim L. Hunt and panelists Ben Joravsky, 
Alderman Rossana Rodriguez Sanchez, 
and Stacy Davis Gates will discuss “What’s 
Next in Chicago Politics.” 
• Now underway is 50 Days of Reader 

Giving prize giveaway. All members of the 
Reader’s Reader Revolution membership 
program will be automatically entered to 
win prizes throughout the entire 50-day 
giveaway. Theater tickets, a souvenir Read-
er newsbox, Ben Platt concert tickets, Chi-
cago restaurant vouchers, and many more 
items will be given away.

Later this year, look for a book commem-
orating the first 25 years of Chicago Reader 
covers. And in 2022, there are plans for in-
person events, including a gala, a January 
panel discussion with John Conroy, special 
highlights of 50 years of Reader advertis-
ing, a Spirits of ’71 Cocktail Book, and 
more.

“We continue to be honored to helm this 
legendary Chicago newspaper,” Baim and 
Hawkins said. “And we are very happy to 
start the 50th anniversary celebration with 
50 days of giving. This has not been an 
easy journey to nonprofit status during a 
pandemic, but we are grateful to our staff, 
freelancers, supporters, readers and adver-
tisers for staying the course.”

“The Alzheimer’s Association 
is invaluable to those  

going through this disease,  
with support groups, a 24-hour 

help line and much more.  
Our team is dedicated to their 
vision,” said Joanne Malleta.
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Burglar stole $1,100 worth  
of souvenirs during post-season 
raid at Wrigley Field

A man is facing burglary charges 
after he allegedly climbed into Wrig-
ley Field this week and tried to walk 
out with over $1,000 worth of mer-
chandise from a gift shop.

The alleged crime comes just a 
few weeks after another man plead-
ed guilty to committing a nearly-
identical heist — and leaving a note 
behind that called the ballparks’s 
security “laughable.”

Wrigley Field was closed for the 
season Sept. 28 when a security of-
ficer saw Terrel Marshall, 20, pacing 
outside a gate on Waveland Ave. 
before climbing over an eight-foot 
fence to enter the Friendly Confines, 
Assistant State’s Attorney John Gnil-
ka said.

Security officers tracked Marshall 
to a suite and 
then to a re-
tail area near 
right field, 
Gnilka said. 
Video alleg-
edly shows 
Marshall col-
lecting shirts, 
hats, earrings, 
and other items from a shuttered 
souvenir shop.

Guards stopped Marshall near 
an elevator. He was carrying $1,124 
worth of Cubs gear, Gnilka said. 
Marshall was twice convicted of 
felony theft as a juvenile, according 
to Gnilka.

He is now charged with felony 
burglary. Judge David Navarro set 
bail at $10,000, meaning Marshall 
must post $1,000 to get out of jail to 
await trial.

Earlier this month, we reported 
that Daniel Smith, 50, received pro-
bation after he pleaded guilty to a 
July 2020 burglary at Wrigley Field.

“To whom it may concern, your 
security in this building is laugh-
able,” Smith allegedly scrawled on 
the wall of a Cubs gift shop. “Call me, 
and I will tell you where your weak-
nesses are.”

Smith allegedly signed the mes-
sage with his roommate’s name and 
phone number, then walked out 
with a $299 jersey.

Cops called the number and met 
with the roommate. He immediately 
directed them to Smith. Police said 
Smith admitted to scaling the fence 
and said, “it was a dream come true.” 
He also again advised the Cubs to 
“beef up their security.”

Intruder stabs resident  
inside River North  
condo building fitness center

Police are questioning a suspect 
after an intruder stabbed a 38-year-
old man in the fitness center of a 
River North condo building Sept. 30, 
according to a source and an email 
sent by the building’s management.

The management email said the 
victim was attacked by “an outside 
person who does not live in the 
building” as he worked out in the 
fitness center at River Plaza, 405 N. 
Wabash, around 5:30 a.m. Police ar-
rested the intruder nearby and re-
covered a knife.

Management did not say how the 
attacker gained access to the third-
floor workout room.

The source said EMS took the vic-
tim to Northwestern Memorial Hos-
pital for treatment of an inch-wide 
stab wound beneath his ribs. His 

condition has reportedly stabilized.
River Plaza management told resi-

dents that they and the building’s 
board of directors are “reviewing all 
security conditions of the building.” 
The residential high-rise is located di-
rectly north of Trump Tower.

A Chicago police department 
spokesperson said the CPD report 
had not been approved for release at 
midday.

Lakeview bar seeks man  
who broke its windows, scrawled 
racist and anti-vax graffiti

A Lakeview bar is cleaning up after 
a man broke some of its windows, de-
stroyed its patio, and scrawled racist 
and anti-vaccination graffiti on the 
storefront. And no one seems to know 
why Trader Todd’s, 3216 N. Sheffield, 
was targeted.

“No employees recognize this guy,” 
said Betsy Shepherd, who was work-
ing with the bar’s management to 
spread word of the incident. “He is 
not a known customer or former em-
ployee.”

Surveillance video showed the man 
sitting outside the bar before damag-
ing the building around 4 a.m. Thurs-
day, Sept. 23.

At one point, the man used a pole 
to poke a security camera — then he 
took a moment to smile and wave at 
the lens. He used a marker to scrawl 
messages on other panes of glass.

“F*ck illegals” said one message. 
“Kill cancelled,” said another.

On a sign that announces the bar’s 
vaccination and masks requirements, 
he scribbled, “How will you get staff if 
you require a libtard vax? I hope you 
go broke.”

“F*ck Kamala! F*ck n*ggers,” anoth-
er message said.

At one point, with his hoodie low-
ered, the man stopped to smile and 
wave.

Area Three detectives are investi-
gating the case. Anyone with infor-
mation about the man can contact 
them at 312-744-8263 about case #JE-
383946.

Three armed robberies reported  
in Old Town and Lincoln Park

Police said that an armed robbery 
team pulled off two robberies and 
tried to carjack a third person as they 
swept through Old Town and Lin-
coln Park on Sept. 27. No arrests were 
made.

The robberies started around 8:45 
p.m.when two armed men stepped 
out of a gray sedan and robbed a 30-
year-old man who was walking in the 
1900 block of N. Howe, police said. 
After getting the victim’s iPhone and 
laptop, they returned to the car and 
fled.

Five minutes later, a 41-year-old 
man was parking in his garage on the 
1400 block of N. Cleveland when a 
gunman stepped out of a gray Dodge 
Charger and tried to carjack him, po-
lice said. But the victim’s dog scared 
the offender away, and the hijacking 
attempt failed.

The men turned violent during 
the third robbery, which unfolded on 
the 1700 block of N. North Park Ave. 
around 9:17 p.m., according to police.

A 25-year-old man was walking on 
the sidewalk when three offenders 
stepped out of a black sedan and hit 
him in the head with a handgun, po-
lice said. The robbers took the victim’s 
wallet and iPhone.

Fire department personnel took 
the victim to AMITA Health Saint Jo-
seph Hospital in fair condition, ac-
cording to a police statement.

Police believe the same group is 
responsible for all three robberies. 
The victims saw up to four men in the 
get-away car. One of the victims said 
the robbers were Black males wearing 
dark tracksuits who wore face masks 
or balaclavas.

Uptown man accused  
of assaulting local alderman  
is jailed again — for allegedly  
battering a woman on the street

The man charged last week with as-
saulting Ald. James Cappleman [46th] 
during a dispute over a table is back 
in custody after he allegedly battered 
a 62-year-old woman less than three 
days after being released on his own 
recognizance.

Tony Landers, 58, is now being held 
without bail, according to sheriff’s of-
fice records.

Cappleman, who said he has had 
many encounters with Landers over 
the years, accused Landers of assault-
ing him as he followed up on a resi-
dent’s complaint about men drinking 
on the sidewalk in the 4700 block of 
N. Racine around 9:05 p.m. Sept. 18. 
The alderman said the confrontation 
stemmed from his effort to remove a 
small table that was on the sidewalk.

Landers stayed in police custody 
for 47 hours before being cut loose on 
his own recognizance with only a mis-
demeanor assault charge filed against 
him, CPD records show.

On Sept. 21, Landers was arrested 
again on the 4600 block of N. Broad-
way.

Prosecutors said during a bond 
court hearing that Landers pushed 
a senior citizen in her face with his 
open hand while saying, “I’m going to 
knock the sh*t out of you.”

Police initially sought a felony 
charge of aggravated battery of a se-
nior citizen, but prosecutors only pur-
sued a misdemeanor battery count.

Judge Mary Marubio said she would 
allow Landers to be released on elec-
tronic monitoring without requiring 
a bond deposit in the new case. But 
Marubio ordered him held on $5,000 
bail for violating the terms of bond in 
the Cappleman case, another $5,000 
for violating conditional discharge in 
an aggravated assault case, and yet 
another $5,000 for violating his condi-
tional discharge in a criminal damage 
case he picked up for breaking a car 
window on the 1100 block of West Le-
land last year.

Another judge subsequently re-
viewed Landers’ situation and or-
dered him held without bail.

“Oh, sh*t! A dog!” - Miniature 
Schnauzer foils armed carjacking 
in Old Town

A group of armed carjackers who 
tried to hijack an Old Town man Sept. 
27 was scared away by the victim’s 
dog. Was this a formidable canine. 
German Shepherd? Pitbull maybe?

Nope. It was an 11-pound Miniature 
Schnauzer named Rudy.

Rudy’s 41-year-old human told his 
carjacking story on a message board. 
“If it were not for Rudy,” the man 
wrote, “they would have been suc-
cessful.”

The post aligns with the carjacking 
attempt that unfolded after the man 
pulled into his garage on the 1400 
block of N. Cleveland around 8:50 
p.m.

“In retrospect, there are a few 
things I would have done differently. 
I’m fine, but I am distressed out about 
what could have happened if I let one 
of my kids join me or if my wife instead 
had run the errand,” the man wrote 
before giving a detailed account of 
what happened.

“When the lead guy came around 
the corner with a pistol and pointed it 
and a flashlight at my head, I execut-
ed plan A,” the man said. “He yelled at 
me to ‘give me your car and all your 
shit.’”

“As I tossed the bag to the attacker, 
Rudy came flying from my side and 
jumped at the guy who promptly 
uttered ‘oh sh*t a dog!’ and looked 
down at Rudy while backing up … 
Rudy chased the guy into the alley.”

“Confident the attackers were gone, 
I backed up and called out to Rudy, 

who leapt into the truck. We then 
met CPD at a nearby intersection and 
tried to track the guys down. While 
we were meeting, they assaulted their 
next victim near Twin Anchors, where 
they pistol whipped the guy and stole 
his wallet and phone.”

Police believe the crew committed 
two street robberies in Lincoln Park 
and Old Town around the time of the 
carjacking attempt — including the 
one Rudy’s owner mentioned. On 
Sept. 28, Area Three detectives issued 
a community alert that linked the 
robberies to similar crimes reported 
in Andersonville and Lincoln Square 
last week.

By the way, the man said the car-
jackers’ getaway vehicle appeared to 
have Fraternal Order of Police vanity 
plates. According to a CPD report re-
viewed by this reporter, the plate was 
an “FP” plate, which is issued to fleet 
vehicles such as rental cars. Anyone 
with information about the crimes 
can contact Area Three detectives at 
312-744-8263 about robbery pattern 
#P21-3-108.

Old man mugged in Boystown 
— but witnesses and cops  
nix the robber’s getaway

Prosecutors said an 84-year-old 
man was knocked to the ground and 
robbed as he walked home from a 
doctor’s appointment last week in 
Boystown. But cops, aided by a good 
Samaritan and witnesses, found the 
much-younger offender, who was 
AWOL on two separate misdemeanor 
cases.

On Sept. 29, 
Cleland Wash-
ington, 34, 
was ordered 
held in lieu of 
$50,000 bail 
by Judge Da-
vid Navarro.

The victim 
was walking in 
the 600 block 
of Belmont 

around 10:30 a.m. Tuesday when 
Washington came up behind him and 
took his wallet from his back pocket, 
Assistant State’s Attorney Darryl Au-
guste said.

When the victim tried to get his 
wallet back, Washington allegedly 
struggled with him and knocked him 
to the ground. The man suffered mi-
nor injuries to his arm and hands.

A good Samaritan chased the rob-
ber and tried to stop him, but the of-
fender got away on a southbound Hal-
sted bus. He didn’t get far, though.

A CPD surveillance camera opera-
tor saw the robber exit the bus just 
a couple of blocks away and the bus 
driver pointed officers toward the 
suspect.

Police found Washington on the 
3000 block of N. Sheffield. He was al-
legedly carrying the victim’s CTA card 
and $90 cash that the victim reported 
stolen.

Washington was arrested for mis-
demeanor reckless conduct and as-
sault case in Lagrange on June 8, just 
a week after he was charged with mis-
demeanor battery in Chicago, accord-
ing to court records. He was released 
on recognizance bonds after both of 
those arrests and never appeared in 
court for either of them, court records 
show. He must post a $5,000 deposit 
to get out of jail on the robbery case.

Gold Coast carjacking  
neighborhood’s fourth of month;  
hijacking reported  
outside Governor’s home

Police are investigating an over-
night armed carjacking near the Gold 
Coast. It’s the fourth hijacking or at-
tempt in the neighborhood of Sep-
tember. One of the earlier armed hi-
jackings unfolded on the same block 
where Gov. JB Pritzker lives.

Most recently, a 32-year-old man 

told police he had just entered his 
SUV on the first block of W. Elm 
when two hijackers walked up 
around 3:25 a.m. today, said Kellie 
Bartoli, a CPD spokesperson.

Bartoli said that one of the car-
jackers brandished a handgun as 
the other got into the man’s car and 
grabbed his neck. The victim was 
able to get out of the vehicle, and 
the carjackers drove away with his 
gray Chevy Blazer, heading west on 
Elm, then south on Dearborn, ac-
cording to Bartoli.

The man flagged down police to 
report the crime. Cops tracked the 
SUV via a GPS device as it traveled 
through the Loop before heading 
toward Midway Airport.

“They’re almost in jail,” one cop 
radioed as the stolen car pinged 
outside the Leighton Criminal 
Courthouse at 2650 S. California 
Ave. But, alas, the thieves did not 
stop to turn themselves in, and the 
vehicle was not reported recovered 
as of 5 a.m. Sept. 30.

The carjackers were described as 
two Hispanic men wearing face cov-
erings. One of them was heavy-set 
and wore a gray hoodie.

Almost exactly 24 hours before 
that carjacking, a suspected hijack-
ing attempt turned into a car crash 
one block away.

Police responded to a call of an 
auto accident on the first block of 
W. Maple around 3:10 a.m. Sept. 28 
and discovered that two men ap-
proached a driver with guns drawn 
moments earlier. But the offenders’ 
car crashed into the victim’s vehicle, 
and the apparent carjackers ran 
from the scene, leaving the car they 
arrived in behind.

Officers detained one suspect 
nearby for questioning.

That was the second carjack-
ing attempt at the same location 
this month. On Sept. 4, a gunman 
emerged from a white Toyota 
Camry that blocked the path of a 
driver on the first block of W. Ma-
ple around 5:30 a.m. The offender 
ordered the 37-year-old driver to 
hand over his valuables and get out 
of his gray Toyota RAV4. According 
to initial information, the hijacker 
was a Hispanic man who wore a 
black hoodie.

And on September 9, a man was 
carjacked at gunpoint on the 1400 
block of N. Astor St., according to 
police records. CPD does not re-
lease the exact addresses of crime 
locations, so we took the incident’s 
GPS coordinates from the city crime 
database and plugged them into 
Google Maps. The result? 1425 N. 
Astor St., home of JB Pritzker.

The victim told police two men 
armed with a handgun took his 
white Toyota Highlander around 
8:17 that night. They were accompa-
nied by accomplices who followed 
them onto southbound Lake Shore 
Dr. in a previously-hijacked Toyota 
sedan, according to CPD reports. 
That victim flagged down police to 
report the hijacking. Fortunately, he 
is not the governor.

Two women violently robbed  
in Lakeview

Two women were violently 
robbed in Lakeview on Sept. 28, ac-
cording to police. It’s the third rob-
bery in the immediate area since 
Sept. 23, although the crimes do 
not appear to be related.

Around 9:25 p.m., the two wom-
en were sitting inside a car on the 
1200 block of W. Nelson when two 
robbers walked up and one of them 
opened the driver’s side door, said 
CPD spokesperson Kellie Bartoli.

The man pulled the woman from 
the driver’s seat, threw her to the 
ground, and began striking her with 

police beat see p. 10

Terrel Marshall

Cleland Washington
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Thanks very much for Thomas 
O’Gorman’s “The uglier we get, 
the less inviting we become” 
[Sept. 22].

I share the outrage and disgust. 
I don’t think Chicago cares about 
this graffiti scourge.

Graffiti also violates the in-
tent and function (in some cases) 
of the architect’s design and the 
well-being of the exterior materi-
als. 

For example, brick is supposed 
to “breathe.” When you put paint 
on it, it can’t breathe. When you 
paint over graffiti to obscure it, 
the brick still can’t breathe. I’ve 
read that there’s a special paint 
and way to paint brick so as to not 
harm its breathing function, but 
graffiti vandals and people who 
paint it over don’t research this 
and treat the brick with respect.

We should also call out the 
building owners who just toler-
ate graffiti being there for years, 
and make no effort to remove or 
cover it. They’re enabling the van-
dals. I’ll also object to the build-
ing owners who paint over graffiti 
which was put on a painted wall 
- with a color other than that clos-
est to the original color. It’s as if 
they’re providing a fresh canvas 
for more graffiti. Most places will 
make up a custom color for you.

Years ago I made a big stink 
about the graffiti which can only 
be seen from CTA and Metra 
trains. Someone asked me where 
this graffiti is, I answered “Ev-
erywhere!” 

The people in power don’t care. 
They don’t care about mask viola-
tors on ‘L’ trains, and don’t care 
about the graffiti the passengers 
are plagued with on every trip.

There’s a CTA building along 
the east side of the Red Line just 
south of Farwell. It was built 
(mostly using brick) to look fairly 
nice, but every so often, there’s 
big graffiti visible from the tracks. 
Not only does CTA not improve 
security to prevent it; they let days 
go by before addressing it, then 
paint over it with a color that’s 
not the original color. It’s not as if 
train operators don’t notice track-
side graffiti many times a day.

Months ago I noticed some 
graffiti written on some plastic 
banners. I couldn’t even read it, 
but got mad and decided to try to 
remove it. I came back with some 
supplies and elbow grease. I was 
able to remove all the graffiti. So 
far, the banners are still there - 
and the graffiti isn’t back. 

Jean SmilingCoyote
West Ridge

The scourge of graffiti

While shootings, carjackings, 
robberies and other quality of 
life crimes rage on in Chicago, 
there may be one level of local 
government that is picking up the 
enforcement slack… your condo 
association board.

In one Uptown building, heavy 
fines are now being issued for 
people taking paper signs down 
off of common walls.

Many people today may focus 
too much attention on Washing-
ton DC, Springfield and City 
Hall, when those governing bod-
ies which are closest to you really 
have the greatest ability to impact 
one’s daily life.

Indeed, in many instances, 
homeowner and condominium 
association boards have become 
the harshest enforcement arm of 
local government, according to 
this newspapers real estate re-
porter Don Debat. Debat is co-
author of “Escaping Condo Jail,” 
the ultimate survival guide for 
condominium living. He says as-
sociation bullying has been going 
on for quite some time. The book 
is a frightening review of vari-
ous levels of tyranny foisted upon 
residents by their own neighbors, 
through their homeowner asso-
ciations.

Many condo buildings across 
the city have now authorized in-
house security cameras to be used 
to spy on residents in their own 
homes. And now, with pandemic 
fears drilled into peoples heads, 
many homeowners associations 
are ratcheting up all sorts of en-
forcement fines related to the 
pandemic. 

A resident of one Uptown high-
rise shared some of the documents 
and first hand reports on actions 
surrounding the placement, and 
removal of paper signs demand-
ing mask wearing. 

This tenant shared news of a 
fellow unit owner at the 864-unit 
Imperial Towers, 4250 N. Marine 
Dr., who was fined $250 for the 
removal of a single ‘masks re-
quired’ sign from a community 
message board, and a second unit 
that was fined $500 for the remov-
al of five mask required signs.

Those signs read: “FACE COV-
ERINGS, The City of Chicago 
reinstated a mask mandate for in-
door public spaces, citing the con-
tinued rise in COVID-19 cases ef-
fective Aug. 20. Anyone aged two 
and older will have to wear a face 
mask in indoor public spaces, re-
gardless of vaccine status.”

The City of Chicago mandate 

applies to places including “gyms, 
common areas of apartment or 
condo complexes, private clubs 
and bars and restaurants.”

The source asked this newspa-
per, “What is reasonable about 
a $500 fine for removing eight 
pages of laser printed black and 
white paper off a door?”

They point to the Illinois Con-
do Act and various Illinois court 
decisions that require fines to be 
“reasonable.” 

We reviewed copies of the 
building’s association bylaws and 
rules and see nothing in them re-
lating to COVID-19 as a public 
health hazard, and the level of 
fines that can be issued. 

The fines were reported to the 
association membership in a Sept. 
24 weekly newsletter, a copy of 
which this newspaper attained.

This resident, who wishes to re-
main anonymous for fear of also 
being fined, said their Board told 
residents that the removing of 
paper signs is a violation of the 
condo rule against vandalism.

Now some building residents 
ask why removing a paper sign 
about a mask mandate would 
allow the Board to fine the unit 

While criminals run free,  
condo associations still lay down the law

Please Call for Assistance

773.472.6300
1458 W. Belmont Ave., Chicago, IL 60657

www.lakeviewfuneralhome.com
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Chicago’s nightlife scene is 
slowly climbing out of its COVID 
deep freeze, and some of the 
criminals who prey on late night 
revelers are on the comeback 
trail, too. Like fake Uber and 
Lyft drivers that rob people who 
get into their cars believing that 
they are legitimate rideshares.

It happened Oct. 2 in Old 
Town.

A 23-year-old Lincoln Park 
man ordered a ride on the Uber 
app to pick him up from the 1500 
block of N. Wells in Old Town 
around 1:30 a.m. After he got 
into the car that he thought was 
his ride, the driver put a gun to 
his head, ordered him to turn 
over his valuables, and forced 
him to surrender his phone PIN, 
the report said. The victim was 
not injured.

There are typically two ways 
of being ripped off by fake ride-
share drivers — the violent way 
and the scamming way.

The violent way is what hap-
pened to the man in Old Town. 
Someone posing as a rideshare 

driver robs you at gunpoint or 
beats you up and takes your stuff.

About one year ago, Shawn 
Bond was sentenced to prison 
for robbing a man he lured into 
a fake rideshare just one block 
from where Saturday’s victim 
was picked up.

After the victim got into Bond’s 
car on the 1400 block of N. Wells, 
Bond drove to another location 
where he picked up an accom-
plice who pulled out a handgun 
and helped Bond rob the 26-year-
old man, prosecutors said. Bond 
was released from prison about 
a week after he arrived because 
his sentence was reduced by the 
state’s 50% credit for good behav-
ior and time spent in jail before 
sentencing.

Stacey Means received a nine-
year prison sentence for robbing 
and pointing guns in the faces of 
people who climbed into his fake 
rideshare. He usually trolled Riv-
er North bar strips, according to 
the allegations.

His last dance came after under-
cover cops, tipped off to Means’ 
activities, secretly watched as he 
posed as a  rideshare driver, ac-

cording to court records. The of-
ficers said they tailed Means’ car 
as he drove a victim to an ATM 
where the victim was forced to 
withdraw money. Means will be 
in prison until 2024.

The non-violent approach to 
rideshare crime is a little slicker. 
Working separately, the Baymon 
brothers (Lance and Marlon) have 
stolen tens of thousands of dollars 
from people who unwittingly en-
ter their fake rideshares, accord-
ing to prosecutors.

One victim told police she got 
into Marlon Baymon’s car near 
Clark and Ontario because she 
thought it was her Uber ride. 
When they arrived at her destina-
tion, Baymon allegedly told her 
the app was malfunctioning and 
insisted that she hand over a debit 
card for payment. He swiped the 
card on his phone and made her 
enter her PIN — information that 
he later used to access her money, 
according to prosecutors.

Lance Baymon is scheduled to 
be paroled next July. His brother, 
Marlon, is a free man.

Fake Uber driver robs man  
at gunpoint in Old Town

associations see p. 10
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK / 24 HOURS A DAY
8 BAY SELF-SERVICE

2 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC
5450 N. DAMEN  (at Rascher)         

BEST KEPT SECRET
SUPER CAR WASH 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, IL-
LINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A. 
Plaintiff,
vs.
ROBERT ROONEY, AKA ROBERT R. ROONEY; 
STATE OF ILLINOIS; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
OFFICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY; 
PARK TOWER CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION
Defendants,
19 CH 10237
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a 
Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corporation 
will on Monday, November 8, 2021 at the hour of 11 a.m. 
in their office at 120 West Madison Street, Suite 718A, 
Chicago, Illinois, sell at public auction to the highest 
bidder for cash, as set forth below, the following de-
scribed mortgaged real estate:
P.I.N. 14-08-203-017-1255.
Commonly known as 5415 NORTH SHERIDAN ROAD 
UNIT 2203, CHICAGO, IL 60640.
The mortgaged real estate is improved with a condo-
minium residence. The purchaser of the unit other than 
a mortgagee shall pay the assessments and the legal 
fees required by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of Sec-
tion 9 of the Condominium Property Act
Sale terms: 10% down by certified funds, balance, by 
certified funds, within 24 hours. No refunds. The prop-
erty will NOT be open for inspection.
For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff’s At-
torney, Manley Deas Kochalski, LLC, One East Wacker 
Drive, Chicago, Illinois 60601. (614) 220-5611. 19-
028970 F2
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3177355

060606

292929

222222

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad  

For 3 Consecutive Weeks 
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

Lakeview Township  
Real Estate For Sale

an object, Bartoli said. Both offenders 
then demanded valuables from the 
women, who complied. Bartoli said 
the women, whose ages were not 
available, declined medical attention 
and no offender descriptions were 
available.

The robbery happened about a 
block from where a man and woman 
were robbed at gunpoint on Sept. 23.

In that case, three men displayed 
two handguns and yelled at the vic-
tims to hand over their property 
on the 1200 block of W. Wellington 
around 10:50 p.m., Officer Jessica Roc-
co said. The offenders then searched 
the victims and took their valuables 
before escaping in a car.

Rocco said the victims, a 26-year-
old man and a 22-year-old woman, 
reported the robbery in person at the 
Town Hall Police District station, 850 W. 
Addison. Shortly after they arrived at 
the station, another robbery occurred 
on the 2300 block of N. Damen, and 
one of the Lakeview victims’ phones 
was found near the scene.

The robbers were described as three 
Black males in their mid-20s who wore 
all black clothing. One of them wore a 
green bandana, and his hoodie had a 
white and yellow logo on it.

Then, a woman was robbed at the 
intersection of Lincoln and Southport 
around 10:14 p.m. Sept. 25. A man 
who claimed to have a gun took the 
woman’s phone and fled northbound, 
according to a CPD report.

He is described as a White or Na-
tive American man who’s in his 30’s. 
He’s about 6’-2” tall with long black 
hair, and he wore a black headband 

that said “survivor” with a dark blue 
sweatshirt.

Area Three detectives are investi-
gating all three reports.

Woman filled garbage bags  
with cosmetics and sports apparel 
during store raids this month

On Sept. 30 prosecutors filed aggra-
vated robbery and retail theft charges 
against a woman who was allegedly 
part of a shoplifting crew that stole 

garbage bags 
full of mer-
chandise from 
stores in Lin-
coln Park and 
the Loop this 
month. Police 
have repeat-
edly warned 
retailers about 
similar raids, 

and video of a recent incident sur-
faced last week.

Bonnie Bowman, 31, is accused of 
helping raid Sephora, 938 W. North 
Ave., on Sept. 16 and the Lids store, 
125 S. State St. the following day.

Bowman and two accomplices en-
tered the Sephora, pulled trash bags 
from their pockets, and filled them 
with merchandise as witnesses and 
employees watched, Assistant State’s 
Attorney John Gnilka said. The trio al-
legedly escaped with $12,500 worth 
of products.

Detectives distributed surveillance 
images of the shoplifters to other of-
ficers, and one of them recognized 
Bowman, Gnilka said. A Sephora loss 
prevention officer also provided in-
vestigators with images from Bow-
man’s Facebook account resembling 
one of the shoplifters.

The next day, Bowman and a male 
accomplice allegedly donned ski 
masks as they pulled off a similar raid 

at Lids.
“You know why I’m here,” Bowman 

allegedly told a store employee be-
fore the couple filled trash bags with 
sports apparel.

Gnilka said a witness saw a firearm 
sticking out of her accomplice’s waist-
band during the crime, which caused 
store employees and witnesses to 
back away.

Police determined that the license 
plate on the shoplifter’s getaway car 
is registered to Bowman.

On Tuesday, Sept. 28, a security 
guard called 911 after he saw people 
wearing ski masks while sitting inside 
the same car near Lids, according to 
Gnilka. Police responded and arrested 
Bowman at a nearby bus stop.

She admitted to participating in the 
Sephora and Lids raids, Gnilka said.

“These [allegations] are not some-
one walking out with a candy bar from 
Walgreens,” Judge David Navarro told 
Bowman after hearing about the 
crimes. “This is high dollar thefts, or-
ganized in a fashion where thousands 
of dollars in merchandise are taken.”

He then ordered her held in lieu of 
$50,000 bail. She must post 10% of 
that to get out of jail.

Assistant Public Defender Susan 
Farber said Bowman has three chil-
dren and owns her own business.

Law enforcement officials believe 
the organized shoplifting teams are 
part of a much larger, national opera-
tion that sells stolen merchandise on-
line at discount prices.

Robbery crew strikes Lincoln Park, 
Andersonville and Lincoln Square

At least two of the armed robber-
ies reported Sept. 27 in Old Town and 
Lincoln Park are part of a broader 
crime pattern that includes recent 
muggings in Andersonville and Lin-
coln Square, police said.

Area Three detectives said in a 
community alert that the robbers ap-
proach people who are alone on the 
street and rob them at gunpoint. The 
crew has pistol-whipped “several” of 
the victims, the alert said.

Police linked four robberies to the 

police beat from p. 8

Bonnie Bowman

owner so much more to replace 
the sign than it charged for more 
serious and costly acts of public 
vandalism by residents to their 
building?  

“Why can my building charge a 
$500 fine for taking down a sign 
related to wearing a mask when 
no such fines are consistently 
levied everywhere else in the city 
under the city’s mandate? This 
is not even related to a violation 
of a mask mandate, the incident 
in question is about damage to a 
paper sign [referring to] the mask 

mandate.”
Residents of the Imperial Tow-

ers Condo Assoc. are now asking 
their Board why they’re issuing 
such steep fines related to city 
mandates and signage if the city 
itself is not defining any fines or 
means of enforcement in their 
own mandates?

According to a Sept. 10 report 
by The Chicago Tribune’s How-
ard Dakoff, who wrote about a 
homeowner’s associations legal 
authority to demand mask wear-
ing, he said that due to the surge 
of COVID-19 due to the Delta 
variant, “various government 

associations from p. 9

HeirloomBooks
6239 N. Clark St.

Open Tues.-Sun. Noon-7 pm   
Closed Mondays

239-595-7426

Once you’re here,  

you won’t want to leave.

bodies in Illinois have reimple-
mented mask mandates that had 
previously expired or had been 
rescinded.”

“Specifically, in the City of 
Chicago, Public Health Order 
2021-1, which became effective 
on Aug. 20, there are mandates 
masks for all persons above the 
age of two who can medically 
tolerate a mask in indoor public 
settings, expressly including com-
mon or shared spaces.”

The Cook County Dept. of Pub-
lic Health also issued a mandate 
for indoor public areas (effective 
Aug. 20) that includes multiunit 

residential buildings and condo-
minium buildings. Gov. J.B. Pritz-
ker then issued Executive Order 
2021-20 effective Aug. 30 that 
implemented a mask mandate for 
all indoor public areas throughout 
the State of Illinois, which would 
include indoor communal areas 
of residential and condominium 

buildings.
While there is clear policy on 

mask mandates, there is no men-
tion of stiff fines or penalties for 
not wearing masks, or for com-
mon acts of civil disobedience 
such as tearing down paper signs.

crew over the past six days. At 10:50 
p.m. Sept. 22, two men knocked a 
woman to the ground and robbed 
her on the 1400 block of W. Farragut, 
according to a CPD report. They then 
fled in a car.

In Lincoln Square on Sept. 24, two 
robbers struck a man in the head with 
a pistol and robbed him on the 5000 
block of N. Claremont around 12:03 
a.m., another report said. Once again, 
the offenders escaped in a car.

About 30 minutes later, a 25-year-
old man was walking on the sidewalk 
when three offenders stepped out of 
a black sedan and hit him in the head 
with a handgun on the 1700 block of 
N. North Park. The robbers took the 
victim’s wallet and iPhone and fled in 
a gray sedan.

The other two robberies were at a 
garage on the 1400 block of N. Cleve-
land around 8:50 p.m. when a gunman 
stepped out of a gray car and tried to 
carjack him; and On Sept. 27, two men 
robbed a 30-year-old man who was 
walking in the 1900 block of N. Howe.

Detectives said the robbers are 
two Black males between 20- and 30-
years-old wearing black hoodies with 
face masks. They are driving a gray or 
silver four-door car that some victims 
said is a Dodge Charger.

Anyone with information about the 
crimes can contact Area Three detec-
tives at 312-744-8263 about robbery 
pattern #P21-3-108.

Man shot in Near North Side  
drive-by; ‘need to stop  
waking up to gunshots’

A 23-year-old man was shot in the 
leg by someone who fired shots from 
an SUV on the Near North Side Oct. 1, 
police said. He is in good condition.

Police said the man was walking in 
the 800 block of N. Cambridge when 
the gunman fired shots from a pass-
ing SUV around 1:15 a.m. One round 
struck the victim above his left knee. 
He was listed in good condition at 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital, ac-
cording to a CPD statement. He does 
not have a history of contact with the 
police department.

An officer said there were “a lot” of 
shell casings in the intersection of Chi-
cago and Cambridge after the shoot-
ing.

Witnesses said the shots appeared 
to come from a white Durango. Gun-
fire has been shot from a similar ve-
hicle at the same intersection at least 
two other times since mid-September, 
according to a nearby resident who 
has been documenting the incidents 
in a Twitter thread.

“Need to stop waking up to gun-

shots,” the man’s girlfriend texted him 
at 1:12 a.m. Friday, moments after the 
23-year-old was shot.

So far this year, 45 people have 
been shot in the Near North Side com-
munity area. That’s up from 39 during 
the same period last year and 26 in 
2019.

Man shot in Old Town
A man shot on Oct. 3 in Old Town is 

the seventh person struck by gunfire 
on the Near North Side since Friday 
morning. And, the Cook County medi-
cal examiner’s office announced, one 
of the three victims shot at Dearborn 
and Division early Sunday has died.

Around 6:28 p.m. Oct. 3, a man 
was shot as he stood near a sidewalk 
on the 1300 block of N. Hudson, po-
lice said. One bullet struck him in the 
arm, and another man drove him to 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital for 
treatment. Police did not release any 
more information about the victim or 
the shooting.

Officers at the scene said witnesses 
indicated that the shots might have 
come from a red sedan with no li-
cense plate — a vehicle similar to one 
that fired shots during a half-mile 
shoot-out that left two people shot 
and a one-year-old boy injured by fly-
ing glass Saturday afternoon.

Meanwhile, the Cook County medi-
cal examiner said one of three people 
shot on the 1200 block of N. Dearborn 
at 3:35 a.m. Oct. 3 has died. Demetrius 
Reed was 27.

Six of the 41 people shot in Chi-
cago between noon Friday and 7 p.m. 
Sunday were shot on the Near North 
Side.

The Near North (18th) Police Dis-
trict, which patrols the area between 
Fullerton Ave., Lake Michigan, and 
the Chicago River, has logged eight 
shooting victims since Wednesday:

So far this year, 52 people have 
been shot in the Near North Side com-
munity area. That’s up from 37 during 
the same period last year and 25 dur-
ing the same time in 2019.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com

Support real crime reporting  
by subscribing to this newspaper  

for only $20 per year.  
Visit www.insideonline.com

“Why can my building charge a $500 fine  
for taking down a sign related to wearing a mask 

when no such fines are consistently levied  
everywhere else in the city  

under the city’s mandate?,” asked the source.
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Miscellaneous, cont.
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information kit! Call 888-609-2189

Protect your home w/home security monitored by 
ADT. Starting at $27.99/mo. Get free equipment 
bundle including keypad, motion sensor, wireless 
door & windows sensors. 833-719-1073

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Cancer or Mesothe-
lioma? Exposed to Asbestos Pre-1980 at Work or 
Navy? You May Be Entitled to a Significant Cash 
Award! Smoking History Okay! Call 1-855-591-
0517

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the 
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198 or 
visit www.walkintubquote.com/news

**STOP STRUGGLING ON THE STAIRS**  Give 
your life a lift with an ACORN STAIRLIFT!  Call now 
for $250 OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE DVD 
& brochure!  1-866-471-1334

The Generac PWRcell solar plus battery storage 
system. Save money, reduce reliance on grid, 
prepare for outages & power your home. Full instal-
lation services. $0 down financing option. Request 
free no obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785

Thinking about installing a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. Free design consult.1-888
-674-3005 today to see how to save $1,000 on in-
stallation or visit www.newshowerdeal.com/display

Two great new offers from AT&T Wireless! Ask how 
to get the Next Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e 
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T’s Buy one, Give 
One. While supplies last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or 
www.freephonesnow.com//cadnet

Update your home with beautiful new blinds & 
shades. Free in-home estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Professional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. Free consultation: 877-
212-7578. Ask about our specials!

Use RoundUp Weedkiller? Non-Hodgkin’s Lym-
phoma, Multiple Myeloma, and  Leukemia may 
result from RoundUp exposure.  A recent $2 billion 
judgment was awarded in a RoundUp injury case.  
Call 1-619-493-4791 or email RoundUp@break-
inginjurynews.com and let us begin work on your 
RoundUp case today.

Real Estate For Sale
AFFORDABLE HOME SOLUTIONS! Foreclosures, 
Rent to Own, Short sales and more! Call Toll Free 
844-275-0948

Recycling
Interested in helping the environment, those less 
fortunate? Recycle Plus, operating since 1990, 
offers recycling service as well as:  Used plastic 
buckets (food grade) various sizes & shapes, card-
board boxes, old lumber, furniture, reusable shop-
ping bags made in Chicago from repurposed fabric. 
Contact Recycle Plus Inc Gary Zuckerman
773-761-5937 or 773-858-1210  Email: 
recycle_plus_chicago@yahoo.com

Training/Education
AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW YEAR - BECOME 
AN AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECH. FAA AP-
PROVED TRAINING. FINANCIAL AID IF QUALI-
FIED - JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. CALL 
AIM 800-481-8312

Wanted To Buy
FREON WANTED: We pay $$$ for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

OLD SLOT MACHINES WANTED BY COLLEC-
TOR. ALSO BUYING OLD JUKEBOXES, 10 CENT 
COKE MACHINES AND SMALL ANTIQUE SAFES. 
I PAY CASH AND PICK UP. 314-707-0184. 

Paying Cash For Comics! Top national comic buyer 
will be in your area, paying cash for vintage comics 
(1970 & earlier). Call Will: 866-461-0640

Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas 
interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557 Denver, 
CO 80201

Service Directory/Classifieds To place an ad, call 773.465.9700 
E-mail: insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com 
Deadline: 5pm Mondays

CLASSIFIEDS
Auctions

State of Illinois Surplus Property Online Auction - 
WEEKLY auctions throughout the year! Equipment, 
watches, boats, vehicles, knives, jewelry and much 
more... iBid.illinois.gov

Auto Donations
Donate your car to kids! Fast free pickup running 
or not - 24 hour response. Maximum tax donation. 
Help find missing kids! 877-831-1448

Autos Wanted
Donate your car to kids. Your donation helps fund 
the search for missing children. Accepting trucks, 
motorcycles & RV’s too! Fast free pickup - running 
or not - 24 hr response - maximum tax donation - 
Call (888) 515-3813

Get cash for your used or junk car today. We buy all 
cars, trucks, and SUVs. Free pick up. Call.  1-888-
985-1806

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Cars For Sale
1981 Olds Regal 98, V-8 diesel engine, 90K miles, 
$1981. Call 773-818-0808

‘99 Subaru Impreza station wagon, runs, FOR 
SMALL PARTS ONLY, $500, call John 773-818-
0808

Commercial Space for Rent
Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 700 sq. 
ft.; 1,000 sq. ft. & 1,100 sq. ft. Three-year lease @ 
$15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven funds. 
773-772-0808 please leave message.

Education
Train online to do medical billing! Become a Medical 
Office Professional at CTI! Get trained & certified 
to work in months! 888-572-6790. The Mission, 
Program Information and Tuition is located at 
CareerTechnical.edu/consumer-information. (M-F 
8-6 ET)

Education/Career Training
AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands 
on Aviation training. Financial Aid for qualified stu-
dents - Career placement assistance. CALL Avia-
tion Institute of Maintenance 888-686-1704

Employment/Drivers
Driver / Private Driver Needed.  Driver required to 
transport our clients from their hotel to places of 
tourist attraction there and back. There are up to 50 
hours per week available depending on candidate 
availability. If you are interested, email us for more 
information or send your CV to insidesaleskmm-
pusa@gmail.com.

Financial
ARE YOU BEHIND $10K OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage & bank levies, liens & audits, 
unfiled tax returns, payroll issues, & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 855-849-6790

Do you owe $10,000+ to the IRS or State in back 
taxes? Get tax relief now! We’ll fight for you! 
(800)887-5731 - (Mon-Fri 10am-8pm EST).

Guns/Hunting Gear
GUN SHOW - September 17-19, 2021 Fountain 
Hall, 8505 Durand Ave. Sturtevant/Racine, WI 
Friday 3pm-8pm, Saturday 9am-5pm, Sunday 9am-
3pm. Large selection of guns & ammo. More info: 
563-608-4401 www.marvkrauspromotions.net

Health & Fitness
Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance 
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit! 
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one FREE! High-
quality rechargeable Nano hearing aids priced 
90% less than competitors. Nearly invisible! 45-day 
money back guarantee! 855-619-0190

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO ACCIDENT?  
Let us fight for you! Our network has recovered mil-
lions for clients! Call today for a FREE consultation! 
1-888-409-1261

Stroke & Cardiovascular disease are leading causes 
of death according to the AHA. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early detection! Call Life Line 
Screening to schedule a screening. Special offer 5 
screenings for $149. 1-833-549-4540

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Generic Pills 
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaran-
teed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-5928 Hablamos 
Español

Help Wanted/Employment
Bookkeepers: 12 mo. exp. in bookkeeping or re-
lated req.  Mail Resume to: Manning & Silverman 
Ltd. , Attn: HR- 175 Olde Half Day Road, Ste. 290, 
Lincolnshire,  IL 60069.

The Association of Community Publishers (ACP) is 
searching for an Executive Director. If interested, 
visit afcp.org or ifpa.com and click on the “Executive 
Director Search” link for more details.

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED at Ste-
vens Transport! Earn $1000 per week! Paid CDL 
Training! No experience needed! 1-844-452-4121 
drive4stevens.com

Home Improvements
BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates!  We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-
home consultation: 888-912-4745

Leafguard is the only one piece gutter system guar-
anteed to never clog, get a jump on Fall and Save 
75% on installation and receive $500 for your old 
ladder! Call 1-800-216-0539

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call Empire Today to 
schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 844-220-6034

Stay in your home longer with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on the 
tub and installation! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

Update your home with beautiful new blinds & 
shades. Free in-home estimates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Professional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. Free consultation: 877-
212-7578. Ask about our specials!

Janitorial
Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rating COMMON 
AREAS CLEANING• OFFICE CLEANING - CAR-
PET CLEANING • POWER WASHING - SNOW 
REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Legal Services
INJURED? If you’ve been hurt in an accident in Illi-
nois, call for a FREE CASE CONSULTATION. Calls 
Answered 24/7 by Staver Accident Injury Lawyers: 
1-888-310-8322

NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE referral to an at-
torney! Call the Illinois State Bar Association Illinois 
Lawyer Finder The advice you need 877-270-3855 
or https://www.isba.org/public/ illinoislawyerfinder

Medical Misc.
ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money on diabetic 
supplies!  Convenient home shipping for monitors, 
test strips, insulin pumps, catheters & more! To 
learn more, call now!  877-810-0063

Attention: If you or a loved one worked around 
the pesticide Roundup (glyphosate) for at least 2 
years & has been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma, you may be entitled to compensation. 
855-341-5793

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Suffering from an ADDICTION to Alcohol, Opiates, 
Prescription PainKillers or other DRUGS? There is 
hope! Call Today to speak with someone who cares. 
Call NOW 1-855-866-0913

Miscellaneous
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s largest senior 
living referral service. Contact our trusted, local 
experts today! Our service is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-844-722-7993

Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim?  Call Bill Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323! 
FREE Consultations. Local Attorneys Nationwide 
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC. Office: Bro-
ward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Attention Active Duty & Military Veterans! Begin a 
new career & earn a Degree at CTI! Online Com-
puter & Medical training available for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, call 888-449-1713

Attention: If you or a loved one worked around 
the pesticide Roundup (glyphosate) for at least 2 
years & has been diagnosed with non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma, you may be entitled to compensation. 
855-341-5793

Attention oxygen therapy users! Inogen One G4 
is capable of full 24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. 1 TB of data/mo. Ask how to bundle & SAVE! 
Geo & svc restrictions apply. 1-888-796-8850

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts available.  Call: 855-
761-1725

Best satellite TV with 2 year price guarantee! 
$59.99/mo with 190 channels and 3 months free 
premium movie channels! Free next day installation! 
Call 844-842-4469

Call Empire Today® to schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 
1-855-404-2366

Miscellaneous, cont.
Cash for cars: We buy any condition vehicle, 2002 
and newer. Nationwide free pick up! Call now: 
1-800-864-5960.

Dental insurance - Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Covers 350 procedures. Real insurance 
- not a discount plan. Get your free dental info kit! 
1-888-623-3036 www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

Denied Social Security Disability? Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed for SSD and denied, our attorneys can 
help get you approved! No money out of pockets! 
Call 1-866-376-3163

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CANCER? You may 
qualify for a substantial cash award. NO obligation, 
NO risk! We’ve recovered millions. Let us help you!! 
Call 24/7, 855-845-8269

Directv Now. No Satellite. $40/mo 65 Channels. 
Stream news, live events, sports & on demand 
titles. No contract/commitment. 1-866-825-6523

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 months.) Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule free LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-995-2490

GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 
power during power outages, so your home & family 
stay safe & comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-yr ex-
tended warranty $695 value! Request a free quote 
today! Call for terms & conditions. 1-844-334-8353

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/month! 155 Channels & 
1000s of Shows/Movies On Demand (w/SELECT 
All Included Package.) PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE 
Screens Simultaneously at No Addt l Cost. Call DI-
RECTV 1-855-781-1565

GET UNLIMITED ACCESS TO AMERICA’S BEST 
SHOPPING CLUB AND CLAIM YOUR FREE $50 
TARGET OR WALMART GIFT CARD TODAY. OF-
FER ONLY AVAILABLE TO THE FIRST 500 CALL-
ERS OF THIS AD! CALL TODAY, DON’T DELAY! 
CALL 1-800-207-6290.  ASK ABOUT HOW YOU 
CAN GET A FREE $50 TARGET OR WALMART 
GIFT CARD THAT YOU CAN USE TODAY WITH 
YOUR SHOPPING CLUB! LIMITED OFFER. 
DON’T WAIT, CALL 1-800-207-6290 NOW.

HEAR AGAIN! Try our hearing aid for just $75 down 
and $50 per month! Call 800-426-4212 and mention 
88272 for a risk free trial! FREE SHIPPING!

Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-quality rechargeable 
Nano hearing aids priced 90% less than competi-
tors. Nearly invisible! 45-day money back guaran-
tee! 833-669-5806

HOME BREAK-INS take less than 60 SECONDS. 
Don’t wait! Protect your family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little as 70¢ a day! Call 866-
409-0308

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter 
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited 
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. 
Free Installation.  Call 866-499-0141

Long distance moving: Call  for a free quote from 
America’s Most Trusted Interstate Movers. Let us 
take the stress out of moving! Speak to a relocation 
specialist 888-721-2194

Looking for assisted living, memory care, or inde-
pendent living? A Place for Mom simplifies the pro-
cess of finding senior living at no cost to your family. 
Call 1-833-386-1995 today!

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure in industrial, 
construction, manufacturing jobs, or military may be 
the cause. Family in the home were also exposed. 
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email cancer@breakingin-
jurynews.com. $30 billion is set aside for asbestos 
victims with cancer. Valuable settlement monies 
may not require filing a lawsuit.

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get Fresh Start or 
Forgiveness  Call 1-877-378-1182  Monday through 
Friday 7AM-5PM PST

Never pay for covered home repairs again! Com-
plete Care Home Warranty covers all major systems 
& appliances. 30-day risk free. $200.00 off + 2 free 
months! 1-866-395-2490

New authors wanted! Page Publishing will help 
self-publish your book. Free author submission kit! 
Limited offer! 866-951-7214

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! GIBSON, FENDER, 
MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. TOP DOLLAR 
PAID. CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

TOOL LIQUIDATION

• Welder Generator

• Drain Rodder

• Ridgid Threading Machine

• Tank Torch Set

• Cutting Torch Tank Set     

• Ridgid Plumbing Tools

TOOL  
LIQUIDATION

101supplyok@gmail.com

RECYCLED • CHEAP

773-818-0808

847-749-8227
847-291-9091

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

DADRASS
PAINTING

• FREE ESTIMATES •

KITCHEN & BATH  
REMODELING

DADRASSPAINTING@YAHOO.COM

PAINTING

GENERAC GENERATORS

7300 N. Western
Chicago IL 60645

xralban@gmail.com
www.C21Universal.com

Direct: 773 416-9568
Fax: 773 465-5068

Ximena 
  Alban

“Es un honor servir  
a la comunidad Latinx de Chicago”

Real Estate Broker

REAL ESTATE

LEAF FILTER

East Bank Storage located at  
730 West Lake Street, Chicago, IL, 312-876-2000, 

is opening lockers:
8194SM- Akinwumi, Akinseye

3485F Baloch, Nawab F
2106A- Cooper, Anton

5200E- Doherty, Garrett
6320B- Lucas, Steve
1310B-Weber, Kirby

for public sale.
This sale is to be held  

on Tuesday, October 26, 2021, at 2:00PM.  
Cash payments only.

Notice of Public Sale

Illinois licensed speech pathologist  
with Masters Degree, years of experience  

for children & adults.
Articulation, stuttering, language,  

special ed., cancer, stroke.
In person or zoom. 312-952-4213

Speech Therapy

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

1-855-995-2490A FREE ESTIMATE

 YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

 

Got stuff? 
Classifieds  
sell stuff.  

Call  
773-465-9700

Ghosts on the Bloomingdale Trail
Free fright on your favorite walk

This fall, visitors to the Bloomingdale Trail are 
invited to Ghosts on the Bloomingdale Trail, a self-
guided listening experience featuring real Chicago 
ghost stories, with 15 stops on the trail, concentrat-
ed between St. Louis and Humboldt Ave. 

Each stop was designed by artists at Chicago Mo-
bile Makers (an organization located in the Kimball 
Arts Center) and features a unique QR code that will 
allow visitors to listen to a story about a ghost as 
experienced by a Chicago resident. Ghosts on the 
Bloomingdale Trail will run Oct. 19-Nov. 15, and is 
free to anyone who happens upon it. 

The stories have been collected and performed 
by Free Street Theater, with audio engineering by 
Lucy Saldana of Radio Luzifer, a bilingual Chicago 
podcast about the supernatural. 

“These are real ghost stories,” says Free Street’s 
Artistic Director Coya Paz, “in the sense that people 
are sharing experiences that they believe happened 
to them. Some are really scary, sure, but more of-

ten these are stories about human feelings: who 
we miss, what we’re afraid of, how we feel about 
death.” 

Free Street is no stranger to ghost stories. Their 
2016 play, 100 Hauntings, was based on stories from 
over 400 Chicago residents, and Paz is the author of 
a recent TEDx talk on the ways in which ghost sto-
ries archive history. 

“If the Bloomingdale Trail could talk it would 
have a century of stories to share; some of them 
rather spooky,” says Ben Helphand, the president of 
the board of Friends of the Bloomingdale Trail. “In 
this season of Halloween and Dia de Los Muertos, 
we thought what better way to experience the trail 
than by listening to real Chicago ghost stories as 
you stroll or roll. It’s a good way to reconnect with 
the underlying spirit(s) of the holidays and reflect 
on the ways the past haunts the present.” 

“There’s no adult content per se,” says Paz, “but 
the stories range in tone. Some are sweet, some 
are sad, some are spooky, and a few are genuinely 
scary.” Stories will include a content warning.
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You don’t  
have to burn books 

to destroy a culture. 

Just get people  

to stop reading them. 

— Ray Bradbury

This issue of the Inside-Boost-

er, distributed in the Township of 

Lake View, contains a 192-page 

supplement of the Real Estate 

Assessment List for Lake View 

Township. This list is prepared by 

the Cook County Assessor’s Of-

fice (CCAO), under the direction 

of Assessor Joseph Berrios. 

If there is no copy in this news-

paper and you’d like one, please 

call this newspaper at 773-465-

9700 to request one and we will 

deliver it to you for free.
The Assessor does not set tax 

rates, levies or the State of Illinois 

Equalizer nor does he decide the 

dollar amount of your tax bill. Tax 

rates and levies are determined 

by municipalities and other local 

taxing bodies such as school dis-

tricts. The Assessor’s only job is 

to determine the estimated market 

value of your property, based on 

an analysis of sales of comparable 

properties in your neighborhood 

and area. That analysis is done 

every three years (triennially). 

“Assessed Value” (AV) is the 

portion of market value to which 

Lake View Township  

Real Estate Assessment list

Cook County Assessor Jo-

seph Berrios has announced 

that reassessment notices have 

been mailed to close to 22,400 

single-family and 7,000 condo-

minium homeowners in Lakev-

iew Township. Reassessment 

notices contain proposed val-

ues for property Tax Year 2018, 

which will be reflected on Sec-

ond-Installment Tax Bills to be 

mailed and due in the summer 

of 2019.
The real estate market is 

healthier. Better market value, 

naturally, results in increased 

assessed value. 
Among the findings from 

the Lakeview Township reas-

Reassessment notices mailed  

to Lakeview Township
Home values continue to improve;  

Median Sale Price for homes is $790,000

Residential assessments 

increase by a median  

of 31.24%

ASSESSMENT see p. 12

sessment are that the median 

assessed value of homes in-

creased to 78,717 in 2018, from 

59,683 in 2015 -- a median per-

centage increase of 31.24%. 

The median sale price for 

single-family homes and other 

non-condo residential proper-

ties increased from $610,000 

in 2015 to $790,000 in 2017. 

The proposed assessments 

of condominiums in Lakeview 

Township reflect a median in-

crease of 28.65% in assessed 

value.
“If taxpayers wish to appeal 

their reassessment values, they 

should do it now and not wait 

until the following year when 

the new Tax Year 2018 values 

are shown on Second-Install-

MAILED see p. 12

Cop settles lawsuit alleging  

race-charged off-duty battery  

of Boystown bouncer, page 5

A major new water main  

installation that was scheduled 

to be underway in mid-May on  

Diversey, from Damen to Racine 

avenues, has been postponed due 

to ongoing work at the Lathrop 

Homes site that would create too 

many conflicts with the water 

main construction. 
The two-mile-long water main 

project will be postponed until  

Major construction project  

on Diversey postponed
at least September. 

NPL Construction has been 

hired to install a 12” water main 

in Diversey for the Dept. of Wa-

ter. Once underway the project is 

sure to tie up traffic considerably 

as well as test out the durability of 

tires, shock absorbers and the pa-

tience of commuters and nearby 

neighbors.

BY PATRICK BUTLER

About 25 local residents got a 

peek at the plans for a long-await-

ed Lincoln Ave. Corridor Plan at 

a May 14 Wrightwood Neighbors 

Assoc. [WNA] meeting at the 

New Life Church, 1110 W. Lilly 

St.
According to Kim Schiff, full 

details will be unveiled at a 6 p.m. 

May 22 Lincoln Park Chamber of 

Commerce [LPCC] meeting at the 

Victory Gardens Theater, 2433 N. 

Lincoln Ave., attended by Ald. 

Michele Smith [43rd], and mem-

bers of the WNA and the Lincoln 

Central Assoc.
Schiff, who is the CEO of the 

LPCC, said the plan was devel-

oped in cooperation with the Lin-

coln Ave. Special Service Area 

over the two years since Chil-

dren’s Memorial Hospital left the 

community after more than 100 

Lincoln Ave. Corridor plan unveiled May 22

BY CWBCHICAGO.COM

Police responding to a call of a 

suspicious person in North Cen-

ter last week wound up arrest-

ing a man who is now charged 

with committing seven burglar-

ies across the North Side since 

February. And investigators think 

Thomas French, 44, may be re-

sponsible for many more.
Around 2:00 p.m. May 9, offi-

cers responded to a call of a man 

pulling on front doors and turning 

doorknobs in the 1900 block of W. 

Cuyler. After getting a description 

of the suspect, they found French 

nearby and recognized him as 

being the subject of an internal 

police department investigative 

alert. Detectives wanted to talk 

with him about a series of break-

ins, the alert said.
Now, French is charged with 

seven counts of felony burglary. 

Judge Sophia Atcherson set his 

bail at $30,000. If French is able 

to post a $3,000 deposit to go 

free, he will be required to go on 

electronic monitoring, Atcherson 

said.

Man charged with seven 

North Side break-ins, 

maybe many more
Police said French was carry-

ing a backpack and two shopping 

bags when they stopped him for 

questioning. The bags contained 

an Xbox, Xbox games, a bag of 

loose change, an empty iPhone 

box, two watches, a wallet be-

longing to a different person, a 

bundle of gift cards, headphones, 

an Epiphone studio guitar, and 

pawn shop transaction receipts, 

according to court papers.
Prosecutors say French is re-

sponsible for taking much more 

from a series of victims across the 

North Side including a Chicago 

Bulls hat signed by Michael Jor-

dan; a Yamaha guitar, a jewelry 

box, multiple tablets, and—from 

one lucky strike in Uptown—

nearly $20,000 worth of designer 

watches.
French is accused of burglariz-

ing homes in the 800 block of W. 

Oakdale; the 800 block of W. Alt-

geld; the 2600 block of N. Wilton; 

the 4000 block of N. Hermitage; 

the 4000 block of N. Kenmore; 

the 1500 block of N. Milwaukee; 

and the 1900 block of W. Cuyler.

years of being housed at the Lin-

coln, Halsted, Fullerton intersec-

tion.
The still unveiled plan covers 

the strip along Lincoln Ave. be-

tween Diversey and Webster av-

enues, said Frank Kryzak, LPCC 

development director. 
The improvements are de-

signed to attract new businesses 

and retain the old ones with mass 

transit improvements such as pas-

sageways through alleys to near-

by elevated stations and contact-

ing urban design firms for ideas 

on how to make the area more 

attractive and pedestrian friendly, 

Kryzak said.
“We want to make this a pur-

poseful and incidental destina-

tion,” Kryzak continued. “The 

idea is to help people know 

they’re in Lincoln Park, not in 

Lake View” through the use of 

stylish metal sign markers.

Kryzak added that the corridor 

committee has also been looking 

for “street furniture” and plant-

ers and already met with DePaul 

Univ. officials on ways to im-

prove the look of the Halsted and 

Lincoln corner.
“We want to make it more in-

viting,” he said. But “we want 

this space to be functional as well 

as beautiful.”
Several local residents urged 

the committee to get more book-

stores and record shops “like there 

used to be on Lincoln Ave.” 

But Schiff said everything de-

pends on getting enough private 

and public funding to make it all 

happen.

Fashion, fondue and wine
Geja’s Cafe, 340 W. Armitage, 

and Italian fashion boutique Via 

Strozzi, 1971 N. Halsted St., are 

teaming up for an afternoon of 

fashion, fondue and fine wines 

noon to 3 p.m. Sunday—Italian 

style.
Via Strozzi will showcase their 

spring collection during the first 

ever fashion show at Geja’s Cafe. 

The afternoon will start off 

with a cheese fondue, followed 

by Parmesan crusted chicken sal-

ad and then Geja’s Dark Choco-

late fondue. Each course will be 

accompanied by a fine Italian 

wine. During the event, models 

will show the Spring/Summer 

fashions of Via Strozzi. The price 

is $55 per person, call 773-281-

9101 for reservations.

Images of what may become of the old Children’s Memorial Hospital site, 

located along Lincoln Ave., and now called Lincoln Commons.

INSIDE: 
2018  

Lake View Township  

Proposed Assessed 

Property Value List

A map showing the seven North Side areas hit by burglary. Inset: Thomas 

French.
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You don’t have to burn books  
to destroy a culture.  Just get people  to stop reading them. 

— Ray Bradbury

The Chicago Park District 
broke ground last week on the 
second segment of the Lakefront 
Trail Separation project to cre-
ate separate bike and pedestrian 
paths from Montrose to Ardmore. 
Construction to separate the en-
tire 18-mile trail is expected to be 
complete by the end of 2018.

The trail separation is designed 
to alleviate areas of congestion 
by creating two distinct paths; a 
bike trail and a separate pedes-
trian trail for those on foot. Initial 
funding was provided by the Chi-
cago Park District and completion 
of the project was made possible 
by a generous donation from Ken 

Lakefront Trail separation underway  
from Montrose to Ardmore

Entire trail may be done  
by year-end

On May 8, Mayor Rahm Emanuel and Ald. Harry Osterman joined Senn 

High School Principal Mary Beck to announce a $3 million capital improve-

ment plan that will be coming to the Edgewater-area high school. 

STORY AND PHOTO  BY BOB KITSOS
Iconic Senn High School, 5900 

N. Glenwood, will be getting a 
facelift of sorts beginning this 
summer as a $3 million renova-
tion plan recently was announced 
by Chicago Public Schools and 
City Hall. The renovations are 
expected to be completed by the 
summer of 2019.Upgrades will be made to class-

rooms, counseling offices, locker 
rooms and the auditorium. Struc-
tural repairs and modifications will 
be made to building entryways 
and target locations throughout 
the school, including accessibility 
ramps. In addition, improvements 
will be made to classroom data 
and IT infrastructure.“In Chicago, we will continue 

to make essential investments to 
ensure children across the city 
have access to high-quality op-
portunities,” said Mayor Emanuel 
at the announcement. “Senn High 
school has long prepared Chicago 
students for a brighter future, and 
these renovations provide an even 
better environment for them to 
grow and thrive.”Locker room upgrades will 

include new lockers, floor tiles, 
lighting and replacements to 
plumbing fixtures. Many class-
rooms will be provided with new 
boards and the computer lab will 

Major renovation 
announced for Senn High

$3M project will take  one year to complete be upgraded. Site improvements 
also will be made to the adminis-
trative offices, entryways and the 
auditorium.  The small gym will be convert-

ed to a community fitness room 
operated by the Chicago Park 
District. It currently uses Senn 
facilities for summer day camps 
and has donated fitness equip-
ment to the school.“This investment provides 

a step forward to improve the 
school and support Senn stu-
dents,” said Ald. Harry Osterman 
[49th]. “With this renovation, stu-
dents will keep succeeding and 
growing in one of the best schools 
in Chicago.”  Located in the Edgewater 

neighborhood, the school is oper-
ated by the CPS system. It was in-
augurated in 1913 and has a cur-
rent enrollment of 1,155 students. 
The school is named in honor of 
surgeon, instructor and founder 
of the Association of Military 
Surgeons of the U.S., Nicholas 
Senn. He served as the president 
of the American Medical Assoc. 
in 1897-1898 and as chief sur-
geon on the Sixth Army Corps in 
1898.  

Senn alumni include Clayton 
Moore (the Lone Ranger), best-
selling author John Jakes, Acad-
emy Award-winning film director 
William Friedkin and Harold Ra-
mis, comedy writer, film director 
and actor, and this newspapers 
now-deceased former gossip col-
umnist, Ann Gerber.Police are warning residents of three recent residential burglar-

ies that have occurred in Andersonville within a couple blocks of 

each other. In these burglaries, the offender(s) gain entry to premises 

through unlocked doors or by forcing open a rear window. Once 

inside, the offender(s) remove property from the apartment. 

Incidents include one on the 1300 block of W. Carmen Ave., 

12:15 p.m. April 16; another in the 1300 block of W. Argyle Ave., 

3:30 p.m. April 25, and the other on the 1200 block of W. Winona 

Ave., 10 p.m. May 5. Police are asking anyone with information on these crimes to 

call 312-744-8263 and reference: P18-N-139.

Andersonville break-ins reported

The Chicago Math and Sci-
ence Academy [CMSA], 7212 N. 
Clark St., in Rogers Park was just 
named the number one ranked 
charter high school in the state 
of Illinois according to the U.S. 
News and World Report “Best 
High Schools” annual report.

Founded in Rogers Park in 
2004, CMSA is focused on 
preparing students for college 
and the world beyond by offer-

Rogers Park school ranked #1  
charter high school in Illinois

ing high-quality, college-prep, 
STEM-focused education.The report also ranked 

CMSA number 10 among all 
Chicago’s 105 non-selective en-
rollment schools and number 
69 among all 670 public high 
schools in Illinois. They were one 
of only 115 high schools schools 
in Illinois to receive U.S. News & 
World Reports’ coveted Bronze 
Medal, which is awarded to 

“high-performing schools based 
on state exam performance.”Ninety-eight percent of CMSA 

students are non-white and 95% 
qualify for free or reduced lunch, 
which means they come from 
families with incomes at or be-
low 185% of the poverty income 
threshold. The vast majority of 
the students come from Rogers 
Park families where neither par-
ent attended college.

Griffin, Founder and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Citadel.“Breaking ground from Mon-

trose to Ardmore is an important 
step as we continue to make the 
lakefront more accessible and 
more enjoyable for the pedes-
trians and cyclists living in, and 
visiting our city,” said CPD CEO 
Michael P. Kelly.Chicago’s Lakefront Trail is 

one of the busiest in the nation. 
Used by cyclists, joggers and 
people enjoying the scenery, it is 
estimated that more than 100,000 
people per day use the trail during 
summer weekends according to a 
recent study.The sections from Oak St. to 

Ohio St. and Fullerton Ave. to 
North Ave. are complete, with 

continued construction on the rest 
of the trail this year. Chicago’s 
entire Lakefront Trail, which runs 
from Ardmore Avenue on the 
north to 71st Street on the south, 
will be separated for cyclists and 
pedestrians.The standard bike trail will 

measure 12’ in width and the pe-
destrian trail will measure 20’ in 
width with 14’ of asphalt or con-
crete and three feet of compacted 
stone mix on both sides. In some 
cases due to site constraints, these 
standard designs could not be 
achieved so the dimensions have 
been altered as necessary; how-
ever trail separation will still have 
been achieved.

Chicago’s Lakefront Trail is one of the busiest in the nation. Above is the section of trail adjacent to Foster and 

Montrose beaches.

Chicago Math and Science Academy in Rogers Park celebrates being named the number one ranked charter high 

school in the state of Illinois.
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Your property on the North Side was recently 

reassessed - or soon will be - by the Cook 

County Assessor. This new assessment may 

increase your 2018 taxes. We have 42-years of 

experience in reducing these assessments.

REAL ESTATE  

TAX REDUCTIONS

Call us today 773-941-4949

There is no secret about success.  

Did you ever know a successful man  

who didn’t tell you about it?

— Kin Hubbard

BY PATRICK BUTLER

An urban marketing expert, La-

tino community organizer, news-

paper columnist, and a prison 

social worker appeared evenly di-

vided during a recent discussion 

at the City Club of Chicago on the 

value and motives behind the new 

Chicago city ID card.

Michelle Garcia, an Access 

Living organizer working with 

Hispanics and Tanya Head, who 

works with female inmates at 

Cook County Jail, saw the con-

troversial card, also sponsored 

by out-going Ald. Ameya Pawar 

(47th), as a potential ticket out of 

trouble; while the Tribune’s John 

Kass and sometime political tacti-

cian Maze Jackson see it as a new 

electioneering tool for City Hall 

heavyweights and a way to sup-

port and foster illegal voting.

The new card was the idea of 

Mayor Rahm Emanuel, it was 

funded by city taxes, and was 

made available starting last 

week.
Demand was strong and city 

workers had to haul in an extra 

identification printer to a South-

west Side ward office last week 

to help with the crowd of people 

seeking the free city ID cards. The 

city claimed they used specialized 

equipment that reportedly does 

not retain addresses or telephone 

numbers to reassure those who 

may be here illegally that federal 

immigration agents would not be 

able to acquire their data later us-

ing legal means like a subpoena.

Something like this “is badly 

needed” to give released prison-

ers and the homeless, among oth-

Free city IDs  

now available,  

but some question 

the end game
ers, at least some documentation 

needed to apply for jobs, health 

care and housing, Garcia and 

Head agreed.

“Sometimes all they have is 

their (jail) release papers,” Head 

said, adding that “everyone needs 

more than that to get a job. They 

need some kind of ID when 

they’re walking around.”

“There’s even [secondary ben-

efits] of people being able to get 

access to library cards, Ventra 

transit, and discounts on medi-

cine and admission to museums,” 

Garcia said.

But political strategist, market-

ing consultant and WVON per-

sonality Maze Jackson, as well 

as former merchant marine sailor, 

ditch digger and current Chicago 

Tribune Columnist John Kass 

were a little more skeptical of the 

motives behind the ID card.

“The only reason we’re here 

discussing this today is because 

Mayor Emanuel is facing a re-

election campaign. It’s a political 

ploy directed at the Latino com-

munity that blurs the distinction 

between citizen and non-citizen,” 

Kass said.

A sample City ID card for City Clerk, 

Anna M. Valencia. Image courtesy 

of City Clerk of Chicago
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At least four people were in-

jured and two arrests were made 

after a large group of teenagers 

went wild near Chicago’s his-

toric Water Tower on Saturday 

evening, according to police and 

witnesses.

Security at the Water Tower 

Place shopping mall reported the 

first sign of trouble around 8:20 

p.m. Fifty teenagers were said 

to be involved in a fight near the 

mall entrance at 845 N. Michigan 

Mag Mile goes wild, police out-numbered

At least four injured  

as hundreds of teens  

run wild near historic 

Water Tower

Ave.
Police summoned an ambu-

lance for an injured juvenile.

As the shopping mall incident 

mellowed, sparks flew again less 

than a block away near the land-

mark historic water tower and 

Jane Byrne Plaza.

“These guys are running amok, 

they knocked an old lady down 

by Ghiradelli,” came one report.

“They’re attacking people 

now,” another officer reported via 

radio.
“All units down to water tow-

er,” ordered the police dispatcher.

After the woman was reported 

injured, a male tourist was report-

edly battered and shoved under a 

horse carriage. He declined medi-

cal attention.

Community to see what may rise  

at failed Spire location May 15

Representatives from Related 

Midwest’s development team 

will unveil their long-anticipated 

plans to the community May 15 

after years of rumors and specu-

lation about what may rise at the 

2.2-acre site of the failed Chicago 

Spire, 400 N. Lake Shore Dr.

The official redevelopment 

plan for the site will finally get its 

long-awaited public debut 6 p.m. 

Tuesday at the Sheraton Grand 

Chicago - Chicago Ballroom 9 

and 10, 301 E. North Water St. 

The developers say they will  an-

swer any questions regarding the 

development proposal.

The original plan called for a 

2,000-foot screw-like condo tow-

er designed by Spanish architect 

Santiago Calatrava. Construction 

on the 150-story building began 

in 2007 but stalled the following 

year amid the global financial cri-

sis. That resulted in workers leav-

ing behind an unsightly circular 

DuSable Park Advisory Council forming May 9

pit the remains there to this day.

There is no word if the event 

Tuesday will include information 

on improvements to the adjacent 

3.3-acred DuSable Park. The 

Spire’s original developer had 

pledged a $4.1 million to improve 

the waterfront site. 

The Park site is located east of 

Lake Shore Dr., at the confluence 

of the Chicago River and Lake 

Michigan. Plans for its develop-

ment have been reignited, and the 

Chicago Park District recently 

completed phase one of an envi-

ronmental clean-up of thorium of 

the grounds. 

A meeting has been called to 

form a DuSable Park Advisory 

Council 6 p.m. Wednesday at 

Lake Shore Park, Fieldhouse, 808 

N. Lake Shore Dr.

For more information, write to 

G. Moreno at morenog@fotp.org 

or call 312-857-2757.

A Mag Mile resident told this 

newspaper, “I went downstairs 

to warn security… and I saw po-

lice tackle and handcuff a teen-

age male.” The witness estimated 

that “300 to 400” people were in-

volved in the melee. That number 

was later echoed by police.

Another fight, described by po-

lice as “massive” broke out short-

ly after 9 p.m. outside the Chicago 

Red Line station, 800 N. State St.  

CTA workers at the Chicago sta-

tion dialed 911 and reported 20 to 

30 teen males “jumping turnstiles 

and beating on the kiosk.”

And. Brian Hopkins reported 

on Monday that the flash mob 

“Was perpetrated by an organized 

MAG MILE see p. 16

Construction on the 150-story Chicago Spire began in 2007 but stalled the 

following year amid the global financial crisis that resulted in workers leav-

ing behind an unsightly circular hole in the ground.

The original plan called for a 

2,000-foot screw-like condo tower  

designed by Spanish architect  

Santiago Calatrava.
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One man cannot hold  
another man down in the ditch without 
remaining down in the ditch with him.

— Booker T. Washington
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the pandemic took center stage in early 
2020, making their timeline drag on. 

Once the vacant lot was no longer avail-
able, theater management decided to relo-
cate the main theatre behind the existing 
building and extensively renovate the ex-
isting building structure to achieve their 
goals. As that process progressed and ex-
tensive structural evaluation studies were 
conducted, they learned, with great disap-
pointment, that the building’s structural ca-
pacity would be unable to satisfy structural 
code requirements. Correcting structural 
deficiencies would add significant loading 
to the existing structure and greatly mini-
mize floor to ceiling heights that were al-
ready a challenge.

The results of a comprehensive façade 
evaluation identified the need to rebuild 
a significant portion of the existing fa-
çade and roof parapet due to deteriora-

timeline from p. 1
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By John Porubsky

Wizard World will return to live events 
on Oct. 15-17 with Wizard World Chicago 
[WWC] at the Donald E. Stephens Con-
vention Center in Rosemont, its home since 
1998.  

Guest include Robert Patrick (Termina-
tor 2), Jason David Frank (“Mighty Mor-
phin’ Power Rangers”) and Mark Sheppard 
(“Supernatural,” “Battlestar Galactica”) 
post to the celebrity roster.

The trio will appear all three days, when 
they will greet fans, sign autographs, pose 
for photo ops and conduct Q&A panels and 
potentially other special events. VIP tick-
ets and invitations to autographs and photo 
oportunities are available now.

They join a star-filled lineup that in-
cludes Sam Heughan (“Outlander”), Wil-
liam Shatner (“Star Trek,” “Boston Le-
gal”), Michael Rooker ( Guardians of the 

‘Terminator,’ ‘Power Rangers,’ ‘Supernatural’ 
standouts added to Wizard World

Comics and cosplay  
return to Chicago

Galaxy, “The Walking Dead”), Matthew 
Lewis (Harry Potter franchise, “All Crea-
tures Great and Small”), James Marsters 
(“Buffy the Vampire Slayer,” “Angel”), 
Dean Cain (“Lois & Clark: The New Ad-
ventures of Superman,” “Supergirl”), Katie 
Cassidy (“Arrow,” “Melrose Place”), Lou 
Ferrigno (“The Incredible Hulk,” “King 
of Queens”) and Charles Martinet (“Mario 
Bros.” franchise).

Shatner will appear on Sunday only; 
Rooker, Lewis and Cassidy will attend on 
Saturday and Sunday; Cain will appear on 
Friday and Saturday; Marsters will be on 
hand all three days. 

WWC will also feature non-stop live 
entertainment, gaming, exclusive Q&A 
sessions with top celebrities, movie screen-
ings hosted by stars and directors and 
more. These events bring together thou-
sands of fans of all ages to celebrate pop 
culture: movies, television, gaming, live en-
tertainment, comics, sci-fi, graphic novels, 
toys, original art, collectibles, contests and 
more. Kids 10 and under are admitted free 
with paid adult. 

WWC is also the place for cosplay, 
with fans showing off their best costumes 
throughout the event. Fans dressed in char-
acter will roam the convention floor and 
participate in the WWC costume contest 
on Saturday.

WWC 2021 will mark the final event un-
der the Wizard World brand name. Begin-
ning in 2022, former Wizard World events 
will be produced under  the FAN EXPO 
name. 

Tickets start at $39.99 and are available 
at http://www.wizardworld.com.

William Shatner will be at Wizard World one 
day only.

meowners who paid their property taxes 
online or by check. They will see funds 
electronically deposited to their bank or 
credit card accounts totaling $14.9 million. 
An additional 5,484 homeowners who paid 
their taxes through a bank/mortgage es-
crow account will be mailed refund checks 
totaling $10.1 million, and 808 homeown-
ers who paid taxes totaling $412,177 in 
cash will be mailed a refund application 
to ensure the proper party receives the re-
fund. 

Pappas launched the automatic refund 
program in July 2018. Since then, 121,000 
property owners have received about $82 
million in refunds without having to fill out 
an application.

refunds from p. 1

began a campaign to “reengage” 100,000 
students viewed as at-risk of not return-
ing to school, with officials visiting some 
homes and placing calls to all parents. CPS 
has also partnered with a number of neigh-
borhood groups to participate in back-to-
school and COVID-19 vaccination out-
reach in at least 10 communities viewed as 
vulnerable.

While total enrollment for this fall is 
expected to be under 330,000, CPS shows 
340,658 as the total number of students en-
rolled at the start of school year 2020-2021, 
with 39,323 employees in 636 schools, 
including district-run, charter, contract, 
and SAFE schools. CPS officially counts 
fall enrollment on the 20th day of school, 
which was Oct. 4.

CPS from p. 1

tion caused by water infiltration. To make 
matters worse, soil conditions dictated a 
requirement for a new caisson foundation 
system to accommodate structural loading 
required by the new design. Collectively, 
the structural challenges clarified a need 
to revise their design plans.

Originally the company wanted to build 
this new venue in Andersonville at the 
Trumbull School, 5200 N. Ashland, but 
they were squashed by Landmarking legis-
lation that would not allow tampering with 
many of that buildings elements.

The theater company, which was started 
with $50 in 1997, has owned the building 
since 2018 and has been working with ar-
chitecture firm HGA on the design. Eventu-
ally, once the CTA vacates the rear lot, the 
company plans to launch a second phase of 
the project which will focus around a sec-
ond 150-seat theater.


