Anyone who keeps
the ability to see beauty
never grows old.

— Franz Kafka
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Federal Court closes Wrigley Rooftop
for Copyright infringment

BY JACK LYDON

U.S. District Court Judge Sha-
ron Johnson Coleman granted the
Chicago Cubs request to enjoin
the Wrigley View rooftop venue
at 1050 W. Waveland Ave. from
selling tickets to watch Cubs
games from its rooftop seating on
Wednesday.

In 2004, the predecessor of
Wrigley View, located at 1050
W. Waveland Ave., immediately
east of the firehouse, entered into
an agreement, along with other
rooftop operators, with the Cubs
that allowed the rooftop venues
to sell tickets so patrons could
watch Cubs games from across
Waveland and Sheffield avenues.
In exchange, the Cubs got 17% of
the ticket revenue and 11% of the
billboard revenue.

In 2023, as the agreement was

The Wrigley View rooftop venue at 1050 W. Waveland Ave.

set to expire at the end of the
year, the Wrigley View venue,
owned and operated by defendant
Aiden Duncan, refused to renew
the agreement with the Cubs. The
Cubs filed suit in federal court.
The complaint alleges four
legal theories to support clos-
ing the rooftop venue. First, the
Wrigley View misappropriated
the “experience of live games and

events at Wrigley Field.” Second,
the Wrigley View venue was un-
justly enrichment by that misap-
propriation. Third, the Wrigley
View venue violated the federal
trademark infringement and un-
fair competition law. Finally, the
rooftop venue violated Illinois
law against unfair competition.

COPYRIGHT see p. 12

CHA cut ribbon on Parkside Phase 5

99 new homes

Members of the Cabrini-Green
community cut the ribbon on
Parkside Phase 5 on Oct. 1, a
brand new mixed-income devel-
opment that brings 99 homes into
the community.

Cabrini-Green is  roughly
bounded by Chicago Ave. to the
south, Division St. to the north,
Larrabee St. to the west, and
Orleans St. to the east. Some 30
years ago, bulldozers descended
on Cabrini Green to start tear-
ing down what became one of the
most dangerous housing projects
in Chicago history.

Built by the Chicago Housing
Authority [CHA] between 1942

and 1962, the complex expanded
from low-rise row houses into 23
dense high-rise towers.

But the Cabrini-Green housing
project failed badly because of
severe government neglect, gang
infestation, crime, concentrated
poverty, and poor architectural
planning that isolated residents
from the rest of the city.

Because the CHA failed to
provide basic security or upkeep,
street gangs moved in and took
control of entire buildings and
floors. By the 1980s, elevators
broke down permanently, trash
piled up, and buildings went with-
out heat during freezing Chicago
winters.

The current city-backed project

in Cabrini-Green

in Cabrini-Green is made up of an
eight-story mid-rise with attached
townhomes and three three-flat
walk-up buildings collectively
housing 65 affordable homes and
34 market-rate units.

Chicago taxpayers helped fund
the $65.8 million development
with $16.4 million in Near North
TIF assistance, up to $4.25 mil-
lion in Dept. of Housing Multi-
Family Program funds, and a 9%
Low-Income Housing Tax Credit
allocation generating approxi-
mately $17 million in equity. The
CHA contributed approximately
$32.5 million that came from the
Federal government, including

RIBBON see p. 12

Man charged with attempted murder
of CPS teacher on CTA bus

BY CWBCHICAGO

A Chicago Public Schools
teacher was stabbed repeatedly
in an apparently random attack
while riding a CTA bus home
from work last month, an incident
police never disclosed publicly
and that the public is only learn-
ing about now because a woman
who saw the crime scene posted
about it on social media.

Prosecutors say the attacker,
32-year-old Jeromeyo Gibson,

ran from the bus, then escaped by
stealing another man’s car, which
he crashed about a block from
former Mayor Lori Lightfoot’s
home in Logan Square.

The woman said she learned
about the stabbing from her room-
mate and went outside to see what
was happening. She later posted a
video describing the scene, saying
the attacker had “started going
crazy” on the bus before fleeing
and taking another man’s car.

That account is largely consis-

tent with prosecutors’ allegations
against Gibson, who is charged
with attempted murder, possess-
ing a stolen motor vehicle, at-
tempting to disarm a peace officer
and other felonies in connection
with the Sept. 10 crime spree.
Prosecutors said the victim,
whose online profile identifies
him as a 50-year-old CPS teach-
er, boarded an eastbound #77
Belmont bus at Oketo Ave. to go

CHARGED see p. 12

adsnghts com

. LAWOFFICESOF

w

Lane Tech senior quarterback Blake Perkins threw four touchdown passes.

Lane Tech defeats Amundsen 27-0

STORY AND PHOTO
BY JACK LYDON

Blake Perkins and his Lane
Tech Champion lit ‘em up Fri-
day defeating the Amundsen Vi-
kings 27-0 at Lane Stadium. The
Champions shifted their passing
game into high gear scoring their
four touchdowns through the air
on passes of eight-yards, 11-yards,
34-yards and 39-yards.

“[Amundsen] really game
planned on stopping our run
game because we ran so well last
week against Whitney [Young].
We really just took what was
there. Passing game was there so
we leaned on the pass tonight,”’
said Lane Tech head coach De-
shon Conley.

If the Vikings focused on stop-
ping the Champions run game
that produced the 35-7 shellack-
ing of Whitney Young Sept. 25,
then the Champions would throw
Friday. And that they did.

Senior quarterback Blake Per-
kins opened the scoring on the
first play of the second quarter
with an eight-yard touchdown
pass to his twin brother wide-
receiver Britton Perkins.

Next came a jump ball pass to
senior wide-receiver Taylor Clay
in the right corner of the end zone
where he wrestled the ball out of
the hands of the Amundsen de-
fender for the second touchdown.
PAT no good. 13-0 Champions.

The Champions scored again
with 51.8 seconds left in the half
on a 34-yard strike up the sideline
from Perkins to junior wide-re-

ceiver Aiden Andrich and added
a two-point conversion to make it
21-0 at the half.

Champions closed out the scor-
ing on another deep ball. This
time again to Clay who continued
his acrobatic receiving night by
batting the ball back to himself
for the reception and then con-
tinued down the sideline for the
score.

“I was feeling it. All week we
have been preparing for this.
The coaches gave us good plays.
We prepared well for this game.
Watched hours and hours of film.
I don’t like Amundsen much. We
own the North now. They can’t
say that anymore,” Perkins said
after the game.

“Blake’s a rhythm guy,” said
Conley. “Since the Bulls [Prep]
game, he’s found his rhythm as
a quarterback. We don’t pass as
much as I would like. Today he
made soon really, really, really
go throws,” he said of his senior
quarterback.

It seems strange, but despite the
lopsided score, the game felt pret-
ty close... in the first half at least.
The Vikings were able to move
the ball. Amundsen quarterback
Jake Seifert’s passes were on time
and on target. They moved the
ball in chunks on the ground and
in the air. They just were not able
to put the ball in the end zone. At
one point in the third quarter, the
Vikings had three tries to score
from inside the two-yard line.

It was not to be. The Champi-

DEFEATS seep. 12

Marathon to pass through
North Side Sunday morning

The 48th running of the Chi-
cago Marathon is on Sunday, Oct.
11. More than 55,000 runners
will be racing through the streets
of Chicago, passing through 29
neighborhoods as they make their
way to the finish line of one of
the premier running events in the
world.

North Side spectators are wel-
come to cheer on the runners along
the course. On the North Side
the course will run from Grant
Park north through the Loop and

Streeterville, then north along
the lakefront to Irving Park, then
turn south through Lake View
East, Lincoln Park, Old Town,
The Near North Side, River North
then back into Grant Park after a
pass through the West Side.

So find a spot you can walk to
as parking will be difficult with
all the street closures - and cheer
on the runners. The professionals
will start the race at 7:30 a.m., and
the bulk of the runners should all
be on their way by 8:30 a.m.
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Where the crow lingers, the day deepens

By Thomas J. O'Gorman

We are in the midst of a very
memorable Autumn season. Pete
Crow-Armstrong ended the base-
ball season with 40 stolen bases
and 45 home runs. He simply
dazzled as a Cub this year.

What also dazzles me is that
my O’Gorman side shares Crow
blood.

My grandmother, Rebecca
O’Gorman was born a Crow in
County Tipperary. So I'm relat-
ed to a vast extended family of
“Crows” and “Crowes” who still
use the “e” and live on an Irish
dairy farm back in Ireland. “Rae-
gowlaun,” a farm that has pros-
pered under the European Union,
and an army of cousins who fill
the neighborhoods of Chicago.

During Ireland’s fight for inde-
pendence, 1916-1921, it was a hot
bed of struggle for independent
nationhood.

I recall my grandmother’s sib-
lings who I first met on my in-
augural trip to Ireland in 1962. I
was 13, and travelled there with
my 13 year old cousin David,
later the Comptroller of the Op-
tion Exchange, and our youngest
aunt, Anne Marie, who spent long
years living on both sides of the
Atlantic.

That summer of ‘62 we spent
with the rural relations. Back then
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we never could have imagined
baseball might run in the family.
Although my dad, born in Ire-
land, was a great baseball fanatic,
as were his bros.

In the 1950s we used to go to all
his games while growing up. He
was fit and young. A power hitter.
Fast around the bases. The terror
of all pitchers he stood before.

Perhaps I should do some gene-
alogical research on PCA’s line of
Crows. No telling what we might
find.

My cousin, aunt and I were
famous for galavanting around
Dublin. And one day we were tir-
ing out and ravenously hungry. So
Aunt Anne Marie was open for a
tasty lunch. As we walked down
O’Connell St., Dublin’s famed
thoroughfare, an answer to Chi-
cago’s Michigan Ave., we agreed
that lunch at the nearby Gresham
Hotel would be ideal, so we went
inside.

The Gresham has long been a
refined Edwardian historic home
for fine dining, afternoon Tea,
and cocktails. As we entered the
lobby, that’s when we saw him,
America’s most famed television
Catholic preacher, Bishop Fulton
J. Sheen, as he was known back
then. A fixture in the Archdio-
cese of New York, but originally
from El Paso, IL. The three of us
were shocked. After all, none of
our households back in Chicago
ever missed his TV broadcast in
those days.

We were hard to miss, two
boys in blazers, gray trousers
and striped ties. We couldn’t be-
lieve our eyes. We said hello and
he said hello back. Tall. Elegant.
And having the look of kings
about him. Exchanging pleasant
Irish greetings.

We told him we were staying in
Ireland for the whole summer. He
told us he was in Dublin to speak
at a conference. His voice was
even better than on TV. The tim-
ber of his familiar voice had quite
the aristocratic Irish ring to it.

My aunt chirped up that
our families never missed his TV
show, “Life is Worth Living.” He
was grateful for allegiance. He
was easy to talk to and invited
detail concerning our sea travels.
We spoke of our Parish, Visita-
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tion on Chicago’s South Side, our
pastor, Monsignor Wolfe, and our
family’s roots fighting for Irish
freedom.

The conversation then turned
to lunch which we invited him
to join. But sadly he was already
booked, I think engaged with
the Archbishop of Dublin, John
Charles McQuaid.

It was quite the lobby visit.
Like meeting a movie star or at
least Captain Kangaroo.

He blest each of us and made
the sign of the cross on our fore-
heads. And I really felt like crying
for it was like High Mass, sitting
in the front pew.

That moment wasn’t far in my
memory these last days as Arch-
bishop Sheen was “beatified”
on Sept. 24. The last step before
official sainthood in the Roman
Catholic Church. I still feel like
weeping for sheer joy as I did 63
years ago.

The ceremony that declared
him “Blessed” had close to 70,000
people in attendance in St. Louis.

The surprises in life and the
memories that connect us togeth-
er have the power to change the
life unfolding around us. And the
mystery and memory of all that
is yet to come with runs and sto-
len bases, family dairy farms and
lobby visits with a saint that will
never be undone.

CATHOLICISM: Those
70,000 people gathered in St.
Louis as Fulton J. Sheen became
the first U.S.-born bishop to be
declared Blessed. The pioneering
Catholic TV evangelizer brought
the Gospel into millions of homes
through radio and television. To-
day, the Church recognizes his
holiness in a major step toward
sainthood. Archbishop Fulton
Sheen was declared “blessed” in
an apostolic letter from Pope Leo
XTIV read by the Vatican’s Cardi-
nal Luis Antonio Tagle.

BREAKING BAD: Vice
President J.D. Vance attacked
Pope Leo XIV — and received a
fiery response he won’t soon for-
get. Vance thought he could score
political points by criticizing
Pope Leo XIV’s message of com-
passion and inclusion. Instead, the
pontiff delivered a response that
left the room stunned.“You say
compassion is weakness,” Pope

Leo XIV began. “Then when did
caring for the sick become weak-
ness?”

CROOK: Former CEO of
an Illinois railcar management
company, Michael Calomino,
has been charged in federal court
with embezzling more than $22
million from the company, some
of which was used to cover his
gambling debts. The firm provid-
ed railcar management services
for clients who owned railcars
throughout North America. He
embezzled the cash by fraudu-
lently converting funds held by
the company on behalf of clients,
according to a criminal informa-
tion filed last week in U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Chicago.

CFD: The Chicago Fire Dept.
honored the memory of Battal-
ion Chief/EMT Sean R. Kevin,
Badge #554, of the 18th Battalion.
All remember his service to the
City of Chicago and mourn his
loss. Rest in peace, Chief Kevin.

SPOOKY: Coming to the Au-
ditorium Theater Saturday, Oct.
24 is “Edward Scissorhands In
Concert” with the Chicago Phil-
harmonic. Things are about to get
delightfully spooky! Watch Tim
Burton’s cult classic on the big
screen while Danny Elfman’s
haunting score is performed live.

OUT: Real Estate sources say
that prolific landlord Mike Ko-
han has been ousted as head of
affiliate amid allegations of secret
loans, bond misuse. Ownership
made the move following a cor-
porate probe of a British Virgin
Islands-based entity he created
to raise capital for Chicago office
skyscraper purchases on the Is-
raeli bond market. Recent regula-
tory filings on the Tel Aviv Stock
Exchange forced Kohan to step
down as CEO, ousted him from
his position as president, revoked
his bank signing authority and re-
quested his resignation from the
board of directors, which took
effect Sept. 27. Ran Ben Dan-
iel has been named CEO. Kohan
remains the firm’s controlling
shareholder, so the changes won’t
affect his financial empire.

CSO: The Chicago Symphony
Orchestra has announced that
they will debut new bold red
usher uniforms. They’re hoping it
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will set a new standard attracting
new audiences.

ART: Edgewater’s 631larts
has a whole new schedule for the
Fall, starting Oct. 24 with Boats
& Pianos by Michelle Peterson-
Albandoz, followed by Nexus by
Jennifer FitzGerald. They also
offer a Bonsai Workshop with
Carmeanna Eberly who teaches
how to shape a bonsai from the
ground up, and how to care for
the living sculpture. Everything’s
provided. No experience neces-
sary.

SIX CORNERS: At the Sept.
9 Six Corners Chamber Round-
table, Ald. James Gardiner
spoke before a packed gathering
of approximately 65 business and
community leaders and shared
updates. He announced that con-
struction on the long-awaited
Shops at Six Corners develop-
ment at Irving Park Rd. and Kil-
patrick Ave. is expected to begin
in the spring of 2027. The project
will bring new residential and
commercial space to the former
Peoples Gas property.

LAKEVIEW: Residents of the
44th Ward should keep an eye on
DJ Doran. This is an impressive
fellow. Now running for Alder-
man, he’s no life-long party-in-
sider patronage hack, he earned
his chops in the private sector and
is also a brother in ink as a media
entrepreneur and publisher who
built Aequalitas Media into the
second-largest LGBT media com-
pany in the U.S. He purchased his
first newspaper in Indianapolis,
which served as the foundation
for his media portfolio.

OPAH: The Greek Reporter
opines, “The prospect of Alexi
Giannoulias and Maria Pappas
appearing on the same ballot adds
a Greek-American dimension to
an already crowded and unsettled
Chicago mayoral race.”

HAIL TO THE CHIEF: The
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City Council to consider
expansion of Al spying citywide

This week the City of Chicago
could be moving forward with
expanding Smart Streets Pilot to
a citywide enforcement, if the
votes are there to pass it out of
committee and onto the full City
Council.

The Smart Streets Pilot uses
street cameras tied to Artificial
Intelligence to automate enforce-
ment and a ticket-writing system
that would capture evidence, and
ticket anyone blocking a bike
lane/bus lane, or anyone parking
in a no parking stretch of a street,
even for shoppers stopping on a
commercial street.

And the fines are quite stiff too.
Bus lane violation are $90, bus
stop parking/standing will cost
citizens $100, and if you dare pull
over into a privileged bike lane,
violations are $250 per incident.

The pilot program started
by ticketing in an area roughly
bounded by Lake Michigan on
the east, North Ave. on the north,

Ashland Ave. on the west, and
Roosevelt Rd. on the south. Now
some in City Hall want to expand

And the fines are quite
stiff too. Bus lane
violation are $90, bus
stop parking/standing
will cost citizens $100,
and if you dare pull over
into a privileged
bike lane, violations
are $250 per incident.

the Al-driven spying and ticket-
writing platform to the entire
city.

The system uses automated
cameras mounted on city vehicles
and CTA buses to automatically
ticket drivers who illegally park
or stand in designated bike and
bus lanes. Even those who may
pull to the curb to pick up passen-
gers, or drop friends and family

off at curbside.

CTA buses feature dual wind-
shield cameras and on-board Al
processors. The vision Al identi-
fies potential parking, standing,
or stopping violations in dedicat-
ed bus lanes, bike lanes, and bus
stops while the bus is moving.
The system captures license plate
data and potential violations,
which city officials then review
before issuing any penalties.

As bikes and scooters and their
drivers are not licensed, there
will be no way for City Hall and
Al to ticket or penalize bike and
scooter riders for their many rules
of the road traffic violations. In
fact, the program does the ex-
act opposite: it uses Al-powered
cameras to add another layer of
privilege for bikers and scoot-
ers by catching and ticketing car
and truck drivers who park in, or
block dedicated bicycle lanes, bus
lanes, bus stops, and commercial
loading zones.

Styrofoam products
on their way out starting Jan. 1

On Thursday, the Chicago City
Council Committee on Environ-
mental Protection and Energy,
which is chaired by Ald. Maria
Hadden [49th], will look at an or-
dinance prohibiting City depart-
ments from procuring single-use
Styrofoam products.

The statewide State Facilities
Ban [SB 58] was already signed
by Gov. J.B. Pritzker. This law
bans the purchase and distribution
of polystyrene foam foodware in
all state agencies and facilities
(effective in 2025 for agencies

and 2026 for vendors.

A proposed statewide ban [SB
1531] has been sponsored by State
Sen. Laura Fine. This broader
legislation aims to prohibit the
sale and distribution of single-use
polystyrene foam food containers
across all retail and restaurants
in Illinois starting Jan. 1, 2030.
Violations of the ban would car-
ry financial penalties, including
$1,000 for second and subsequent
infractions enforced through the
state.

Polystyrene is a form of plastic

that isn’t compostable or biode-
gradable, and is almost impos-
sible to recycle so we cannot re-
cycle our way out of this problem.
Once produced, it lingers in our
environment indefinitely. Studies
show that upwards of 85% of riv-
er trash is plastic, much of it from
polystyrene food packaging. This
pollution allegedly contaminates
Chicago’s drinking water, harms
wildlife, and threatens ecosys-
tems.

Manufacturers oppose
heat protection ordinance

BY JIM TALAMONTI
The Center Square

A North Side alderwoman says
she will not give up the fight for
workplace heat protection man-
dates on employers, despite oppo-
sition from Illinois manufacturers
who say the measure would make
it more difficult to do business in
the city.

Ald. Maria Hadden’s [49th]
proposal requires employers to
provide shade when the outdoor
heat index exceeds 80 degrees
and 15-minute cooling periods
every two hours when the heat in-
dex exceeds 90. The measure also
includes temperature monitoring
requirements, training, record
keeping and other provisions.

Hadden posted a statement on
social media after her ordinance
was not called for a vote last
week. “We were able to prevent
the ordinance from being voted
down, which is a good thing,” she
said.

Patrick  Schweska, general
counsel for the Illinois Manufac-
turers’ Assoc., said many Illinois
businesses have facilities both in-
side and outside the city.

“You could create a framework
in which you have an enforcement
regime within one particular mu-
nicipality, but then outside of that
municipality, you’re subject to

a different enforcement regime
where you’re allowed to do your
workplace safety standards as
you had normally done them,’
said Schweska.

Schweska said the ordinance
would create a Chicago-specific
workplace safety system that
would make it more difficult to
do business in the city.

When asked, Schweska said the
ordinance’s private right of action
provision would allow workers to
recover civil damages and poten-
tially impact taxpayers with addi-
tional court proceedings.

Schweska said similar mea-
sures have been introduced in
Chicago and by state lawmakers
in Springfield.

“They’re continuing to sneak
private rights of action into leg-

islation that continue to put busi-
nesses on the hook. And it makes
no distinction between bad actors
and good faith mistakes as well,”
Schweska said.

Chicago’s workplace heat or-
dinance was introduced in 2023
and stalled without a vote in Sep-
tember.

Schweska said that Chicago
employers could face different
sets of regulations from city, state
and federal governments.

“It continues to give businesses
pause as to whether they want to
locate here, whether they want to
be here, or whether they want to
continue investing at a time when
I would say that both the city and
the state could really use it given
the fiscal environment,” he said.

Early voting for the 2026
Midterm General Election be-
gins on Monday, October 19, in
all 50 wards.

Chicago voters may vote
at any Early Voting location
through Nov. 2.

Any voter who needs to reg-
ister to vote for the first time or
file an address update or name
change must show two forms

Early voting starts Oct. 19

of ID, one of which reflects the
voter’s current address.

Voters may also return their
mailed ballot to a secured drop
box at any early voting loca-
tion before Election Day. Mail
ballots may also be delivered
in person to the Election Board
at 69 W. Washington St., Sixth
Floor.
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(Left) Sunset at Sheraton Maui Resort and Spa during last year’s HFWF’s World of Wagyu, Wine and Whiskey event, Oct. 25, 2025.

Cas o

(Center)

L DY e | - i

Last year's HFWF’s Southern Seafood Sun-

day hosted by Chef Aarén Sanchez at Royal Lahaina Resort & Bungalows. (Right) Creole Blackened Hawaiian Ahi served by Chef Troy Guard, from Colorado’s Guard and Grace, at last year’s
event. Originally from Hawai’i, Guard studied under Chef Roy Yamaguchi and is an example of Hawai’i talent on the mainland.

BY PETER VON BUOL

Chefs with ties to Chicago and the state
of Illinois will be well-represented at the
16th Annual Hawai’i Food and Wine Fes-
tival [HFWF], the state’s premier culinary
festival which will be held over the course
of three fall weekends on three different
islands.

Included among the festival’s more than
250 chefs, winemakers, master mixologist
and culinary industry experts are Chef Art
Smith, owner and operator of the Blue Door
Kitchen and Garden on the Gold Coast and
Reunion at Navy Pier and Charles Joly, a
local James Beard Award-winning mixolo-
gist and co-owner of Crafthouse Cocktails,
a Chicago-based maker of ready-to-drink
cocktails.

“Nothing brings people together quite
like food and drink.This will be my second
time as a featured mixologist [at HFWF].

Chicago well-represented
at upcoming 16th annual Hawai’i Food and Wine Fest

Hawai’i has a special place in my heart and
I’ve traveled there many times. Bringing so
many incredible food and beverage profes-
sionals together in this magical landscape
makes for a one-of-a-kind experience. It
will celebrate the region, while allow-
ing chefs and mixologists to bring a bit of
themselves from our respective homes,’
said Joly, winner of the 2013 James Beard
Foundation Award for Outstanding Bar
Program.

Participating in a premiere culinary
showcase event such as the HFWF pres-
ents Joly with the opportunity to showcase
Chicago as a city with its own world-class
culinary scene.

“Chicago has a rich and diverse culinary
landscape; truly a world class place to eat
and drink. We are a melting-pot with influ-
ences from all over the globe and strong
ethnic representations around the city,”
said Joly.

Book by GREG GARCIA and MIKE O’MALLEY
Music and Lyrics by JIMMY BUFFETT

Directed and Choreographed by BRENDA DIDIER |
Go-Directed by SARAFINA VECCHIO
Co-Choreographed by GLAYTON CROSS -
Music Directed by LINDA MADONIA

- m
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In addition to celebrating the flavors and
cultures found throughout the state, the
festival also celebrates the state’s rich ag-
ricultural bounty. During the festival, par-
ticipants work with local farmers, ranch-
ers, fishermen, educators, and hospitality
leaders.

For Joly, any trip to Hawai’i also in-
cludes unscheduled stops while on the way
to other locations.

“I pull off to the roadside produce stands
in Hawai’i to see what local produce is be-
ing sold. From unique fruits to local delica-
cies, you don’t get bored eating and drink-
ing in Hawai’i. Getting to find local shops
that offer the freshest ocean to table [sea-
food] is always high on my list,” said Joly.

The festival’s first culinary event,
Smoked, Shucked and Cured, will take
place on the evening of Oct. 17 at the
Mauna Kea Beach Hotel. Overlooking
Hawai’i Island’s Kauna‘oa Beach, the hotel
just completed a $250 million renovation
to mark its 60th anniversary. The hotel is
today recognized as a landmark of Mid-
Century Modern design and was created
by the Chicago-based architectural firm
Skidmore, Owings and Merrill.

At the event, 10 chefs will showcase
dishes inspired by the art of smoking,
shucking, and curing—from flame-kissed
meats and cured specialties to the ocean’s
freshest seafood, to be served straight from
the shell.

Next, the festival moves to the Sheraton
Maui Resort and Spa at the Ka‘anapali
Beach Resort on Maui for the event Caviar,
Pearls and Aphrodisiacs, which will high-
light the Hawaiian archipelago’s seafood
and will be paired with creations from the
festival’s roster of mixologists.

The event’s 10 chefs will create dishes
from the Pacific Ocean’s caviar and shell-
fish and also utilize chocolate [cocoa is
grown locally in the state], fragrant spices,
and other ingredients reinterpreted through
the lens of Hawaii’s bounty—showcasing
what may be the state’s best locally grown,
raised, and caught seafood.

The festival will continue with No EGG-
Scuses, Let’s Brunch! at the historic 27-
acre Royal Lahaina Resort and Bungalows,
also located within the Ka‘anapali Beach
Resort.

Six chefs will showcase eggs in all its
forms—poached, fried, scrambled, baked,
cured, and more. From brunch classics to
chef-driven bites, each of their dishes will
highlight the flavors of Hawaii’s locally
grown, raised, and caught ingredients.

Breakfast in Hawai’i often includes
SPAM, the popular canned meat from
Minnesota. Festival co-organizer Chef
Roy Yamaguchi has extolled the virtues of
SPAM.

“It’s a great product. I really believe that.
People laugh about it but then slowly but
surely it trickles into mainland cuisine
the same way you walk into a restaurant
in North Carolina and see ‘opakapaka on
the menu,” said Yamaguchi in a 2004 in-
terview with the Chicago Tribune.

The festival resumes on Nov. 5 with its
FEAST Summit, an all-day event for food
and hospitality professionals to be held at
the Sheraton Waikiki Beach Resort. Dis-
cussion topics will include food, education,
agriculture, sustainability and Tourism.
The Kamehameha Schools (which oper-
ates a school system for native Hawaiian
children), will host a hands-on learning ex-
perience for participants which will bring
them into a traditional Hawaiian 10’i, an
irrigated wetland patch used to grow taro,
the source of the traditional Hawaiian
staple food, poi. The event also includes a
family-style lunch prepared by Indigenous
chefs (including Chef Pyet DeSpain, whose
Prairie Band Potawatomi ancestors were
indigenous to Illinois) from around the
world, sharing the flavors of their respec-
tive heritage foods, highlighting the con-
nection between culture, identity, and what
we grow and eat.

That evening, the festival will continue
with the 24K Magic held on the rooftop of
the ‘Alohilani Resort Waikiki Beach. Par-
ticipating chefs will create dishes to high-
light Hawai‘i’s incredible locally grown,
raised, and caught ingredients.

According to Joly, festival attendees will
be able to enjoy his own tiki drink creation
inspired by a classic tiki drink. Many were
first formulated by the late Donn Beach,
whose eponymous Don the Beachcomber
flagship restaurant was once located at 101
E. Walton Place.

“One of the original cocktails I'll be
making at the HFWF is inspired by a clas-
sic [reintroduced] by a modern tiki icon,
Jeff “Beachbum” Berry. He resurrected the
Saturn, which I’ve adapted into a punchier,
island ready “Neptune” riff (aged rum, co-
gnac, passion fruit, Falernum liqueur, citrus
and bitters). I'm a big fan of Donn Beach,
including his history and his influence. I'm
also a big rum drinker and lover of tropical
inspired flavors,” said Joly.

While the Chicago location of Don the
Beachcomber closed in 1981 (after more
than 40 years in operation), Beach’s con-
cept continues to inspire local establish-
ments such as Three Dots and a Dash at
435 N. Clark St., the Hala Kahiki Lounge
in River Grove and the Tiki Terrace in Des
Plaines.

Next, the festival moves to Kapiolani
Community College where 17 chefs will
present a new version of the dishes that put
them on the map, but reconstituted using
Hawaii’s locally grown, raised, and caught
ingredients.

Two events will be held on Nov. 8, the
festival’s final day. The Breakfast Club
will be held in the morning at the Hyatt
Regency Waikiki Beach Resort and Spa
and BTS: Beyond the Seoul will be held
in the evening, at the Halekulani Hotel.
The Breakfast Club is described as a walk-
around brunch and will feature six of the
festival’s participating chefs. At the BTS
gala finale, an elegant five-course Korean

HAWAII'I see p. 9
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Rates hit 7.28%, gloomy mortgage news for house hunters

The
Home
Front

by Don DeBat

For Chicago families seeking
the American Dream of hom-
eownership, the nation’s latest
mortgage-rate  and economic
news is not looking bright.

With autumn winds start-
ing to blow, home-loan interest
rates now hover at a lofty 7.28%
nationwide for the first time since
Aug. 2023.

On Oct. 1, Freddie Mac’s
Primary Mortgage Market Sur-
vey reported that benchmark
30-year fixed home loans rose
sharply to 7.28% from 7.03% a
week earlier.

Analysts historically note that
a one-week increase of a quarter
of one percentage point in rates
is viewed as substantial, and wor-
risome. A year ago, the 30-year
fixed loan averaged 6.34%.

On Oct. 1, the 15-year fixed
mortgage average also rose to an
average of 6.60%, up from 6.42%
a week earlier. A year ago, the 15-
year fixed loan averaged 5.55%.

The Freddie Mac survey is
focused on conventional, con-
forming, fully amortizing home
purchase loans for borrowers
who place 20% down and have
excellent credit, with a typical
FICO score of 740 points.

“With mortgage rates on their
current trajectory, the housing
market continues to be supported
by favorable economic condi-
tions,” noted Sam Khater, Freddie
Mac’s chief economist.

That cheerful Freddie Mac
comment doesn’t sum up what
really is going on in the nation’s
tumultuous mortgage market,
with oil prices soaring, and both
inflation and the bond market ris-

Science Social
Oct. 12, Oct. 19

The Illinois Science Council is
hosting a Science Social hangout
in Wrigleyville to meet and so-
cialize with others who like sci-
ence at 6 p.m. Monday, Oct. 12 at
Cork Lounge, 1822 W. Addison
St.

The event is for like-minded
science fans to meet over drinks
and partake in casual conversa-
tion.

Then on Oct. 19, Large Lan-
guage Models [LLM] will be
the theme for an ICA meeting at
The Map Room , 1949 N. Hoyne
Ave., with guest presenter Karen
Livescu.

LLM, like ChatGPT and
Claude, are getting increasingly
powerful and pervasive. But how
pervasive are they really? In or-
der to work well, LLMs need to
be trained on enormous amounts
of data, mainly written and/or
spoken language, mostly in Eng-
lish, and in a handful of other
high-resource languages.

But for most of the world’s
7,000 languages, there is little
data.

For more information, visit
https://www.illinoisscience.org/.

ing.

Despite the recent mortgage-
rate acceleration, and an Aug.
2026 inflation rate of 4.86%, ex-
perts say the U.S. economy has
been surprisingly resilient in the
face of the war in Iran and the
gasoline and energy-prices spike
it caused.

“Rates are tied to the bond
market, with yields rising last
week to the highest levels since
2004,” explained veteran lender
Jeremy Rose, a senior loan of-
ficer for Lower Mortgage. “The
increased price of oil has directly
influenced interestrates—making
them rise since the Iran War. The
market is volatile. I think there is
a general uncertainty as to what’s
next.”

Rose noted that the new Fed-
eral Reserve Board [FED] chair-
man has one vote along with the
committee of governors who vote
on interest rates and monetary
policy.

“I believe the quarter of one
percentage point increase in
mortgage rates was justified in
an effort to battle inflation,” Rose
said. “The disconnect between
President Trump and the FED is

Lawrence Yun (left), Sam Khater and the latest Freddie mac mortgage chart.
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really proof how an independent
FED should be, and it is impor-
tant to keep it that way.”

Mortgage forecasting is inexact

Crystal-ball gazing on the
mortgage rate outlook is far from
an exact science. With interest
rates see-sawing in mid-summer
of 2026, Lawrence Yun, econo-
mist for the National Assn. of Re-
altors, predicted benchmark 30-
year loans would average 6.5%
this year. Wrong!

During a clairvoyant moment
in the spring of 2024, Yun fore-
casted mortgage rates would
rise above 7% in 2024. They hit
7.03% on May 30, 2024. Rates

also bounced in the 7%-bracket
in 2023, hitting 7.23% on Aug. 24
and skyrocketing to a lofty 7.79%
on Oct. 26, 2023.

With visions of white-picket
fences and their children’s jun-
gle-gyms dancing in their heads,
nervous first-time home seekers
are probably wondering if this
current interest rate roller-coaster
ride will get better—or worse.

Bad-news ride
into the 7%-bracket

Freddie Mac’s recently com-
piled statistics shows the bad-
news ride into the 7%-bracket
has been on the radar before. On
Now. 10, 2022, rates inched up to

7.08%. On Dec. 21, 2021, rates hit
to 7.17%

What a difference a few years
make. Less than six years ago,
30-year fixed-mortgage inter-
est rates ended 2020 at a rock-
bottom 2.65%—the lowest level
in the Freddie Mac survey his-
tory, which began in 1971. Home-
loan rates set new record lows an
amazing 16 times in 2020, and
tens of thousands of homeowners
refinanced.

Luckily, novice mortgage hunt-
ers have not had to fret about
the 8%-bracket the millennium
year of 2000, when interest rates
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Police
Beat...

North Side vehicle thefts

Chicago police are warning resi-
dents abut a rash of recent motor
vehicle thefts of scooters in the
Bucktown, Lake View East, Uptown,
Roscoe Village and Lincoln Square
neighborhoods.

In the incidents below, the
crooks targeted e-scooters by re-
moving the ignition of the scooters
to bypass the key start function.

Incidents include one on the 700
block of W. Brompton on June 9, at
1 p.m.; the 4100 block of N. Sheri-
dan on June 21, at 12:00 p.m.; 3500
block of N. Lake Shore Dr. 6:30 p.m.
June 30; 600 block of W. Briar PI. on
July 8, at 2 p.m.; 1900 block of W.
Roscoe on July 21, at 3 p.m.; 4600
block of N. Western on Aug. 18, at
6:00 p.m.; 4700 block of N. Western
7 p.m.Aug. 22, and one on the 1800
block of W. Webster 7:30 p.m. Sept,
13.

The offender is described as a
White male in his 50’s, wearing
white shirt, blue shorts and a fanny
pack.

Those who may have any infor-
mation, can contact Are 3 Detec-
tives at 312-744-8263 or 312-746-
7394, or submit an anonymous tip
at CPDTIP.com and use reference
#26-CWP-025.

Cops seek 3 who followed,
robbed woman on the Red Line

CTA surveillance images of the
suspects.

Chicago police are looking for
three people who allegedly fol-
lowed a woman from the Loop
to the South Side on the Red Line
before attacking and robbing her.
CPD released surveillance images
of the group Oct. 2 and asked the
public to help identify them.

Detectives said the trio initially
“initiated an altercation” with a 31-
year-old woman on the Jackson
Red Line platform at 230 S. State
St. around 2 a.m. Monday, Sept. 26.
The woman then boarded a south-
bound train, and the three followed
her. At about 2:22 a.m., the group
allegedly attacked the woman at
the 63rd Street station and took her
valuables, according to police.

CPD described one of the in-
dividuals as a Black man, 25 to 35
years old, with a thin beard and
glasses. He was last seen wearing
a multicolored headband, gray
zip-up jacket over a blue shirt, and
blue jeans. Another was described
as a Black woman, 20 to 25 years
old, with her hair in locs. She was
wearing a green headband, green
jacket, and black sweater. The third
was described as a Black woman,

25to 30yearsold, last seen wearing a
black jacket and pink pants, carrying
an animal-print backpack and push-
ing a stroller.

Anyone with information is asked
to contact Public Transportation De-
tectives at 312-745-4447 or submit an
anonymous tip at CPDTIP.com using
case number JK427596.

North Side commercial burglaries

Chicago police re warning people
of recent commercial burglaries on
the North Side. In these incidents,
four unknown offenders arrived at
the targeted business in a gray Hon-
da pilot.

The offenders entered the busi-
ness and targeted cash registers,
cash in gaming machines and store
merchandise for theft. The offenders
also targeted ATMs but were unsuc-
cessful in removing or opening the
ATMs.

Incidents include one on the 2700
block of N. Ashland Ave. Sept. 30 at
3:13 a.m.; The 2400 of W. Diversey
Ave. Sept. 30 at 3:28 a.m.; 2800 block
of W. Fullerton Ave. Sept. 30 at 3:40
a.m.;1300 block of N. Western Ave. on
Sept. 30 at 3:57 a.m.; 4200 block of W.
Fullerton Ave. Sept. 30 between 3:40-
3:45 a.m.; 3600 block of W. North Ave.
Sept. 30 at 3:57 a.m.; 2300 block of W.
Chicago Ave. Sept. 30 between 4:13-
4:20 a.m.; 800 block of N. Western
Ave. Sept. 30 at 4:24 a.m., and one on
the 2400 block of N. Clark St. Sept. 30
between 1 a.m.and-6a.m.

The crooks are described as of-
fender #1: 20-30 years of age, 510" to
6'01" tall, 170-190lbs. Black ski mask,
black pants, and black hooded sweat-
shirt; Offender #2: 20-30 years of age,
5'10"to 6’ 1” tall, 170-190 Ibs. Black ski
mask, black pants, and black hooded
sweatshirt; Offender #3: 20-30 years
of age, 510" to 6' 1” tall 170-190 lbs.
Black ski mask, black pants, and black
hooded sweatshirt, and offender #4
has no description.

surveillance is available, save and
make a copy of the incident for inves-
tigating detectives.

Those who have any information
on these crimes may contact Area
Five Detectives at 312-746-7394 or at
312-744-8263, or submit an anony-
mous tip at CPDTIP.com and use ref-
erence # 26-CWP-026.

Streeterville robbers shoot man,
then carjack driver
at nearby Whole Foods garage

A 64-year-old man was shot dur-
ing an attempted robbery in a Street-
erville parking garage Oct. 2, and
the robbers then carjacked another
driver at a nearby grocery store park-
ing garage to make their getaway,
according to a law enforcement
source.

The first victim was getting into
his car inside the garage at 456 E. II-
linois St. when two men confronted
him and demanded his property
around 6:30 p.m., according to a Chi-
cago police media statement. When
he refused to cooperate, one of the
men pulled out a gun and shot him
in the side.

Passersby called 911 after hearing
what they believed were gunshots
and people screaming inside the ga-
rage. The man’s daughter also called
911 to report that her father had been
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shot on the third level, which is below
ground in the low-rise structure.

CPD said the victim was “initially
reported in good condition” at
Northwestern Memorial Hospital.

Meanwhile, surveillance footage
showed the robbers, described only
as Black males wearing face masks,
leaving the garage and heading west
on Grand Ave. before arriving at the
Whole Foods parking garage at 255
E. Grand Ave., according to a prelimi-
nary CPD report. They confronted a
29-year-old man at gunpoint, took
his phone and wallet, and drove
away in his gray Subaru Forester, ac-
cording to the report. The second
victim was not injured.

The shooting victim is the 11th
person shot on the Near North Side
this year, down from 37 at this point
last year. However, 18 of last year's
victims were shot during the mass
shooting at 311 W. Chicago Ave. on
July 2, 2025, the worst known mass
shooting in Chicago’s history.

Man accused of Streeterville
shooting, carjacking
had recent stolen-car case
dismissed after leaving prison

A 22-year-old
man teamed up
with a 16-year-
old boy to shoot
a man inside a
Streeterville park-
ing garage, then
carjacked another
driver to secure a

Marques
Williams

getaway vehicle Friday evening, ac-

cording to Chicago police.

The accused man, Marques Wil-
liams, appeared on these pages as
recently as November, when he re-
ceived an eight-year prison sentence
for an armed robbery involving four
victims in River North.

Williams and the 16-year-old are
both charged with attempted first-
degree murder, armed robbery,
aggravated vehicular  hijacking,
attempted vehicular hijacking, at-
tempted armed robbery, aggravated
battery by discharging a firearm and
other offenses, according to po-
lice records. They are scheduled for
detention hearings Monday at the
Leighton Criminal Court Building at
26th Street and California Ave.

Details about what prosecutors
believe happened Friday night are
expected to emerge during those
hearings. On Friday, CPD said a 64-
year-old man was getting into his car
inside the garage at 456 E. lllinois St.
when two robbers confronted him
and demanded his property around
6:30 p.m. When he refused to coop-
erate, one of the assailants pulled out
a gun and shot him in the side, police
said.

Passersby called 911 after hearing
what they believed were gunshots
and people screaming inside the ga-
rage. The man’s daughter also called
911 to report that her father had been
shot on the third level, which is below
ground in the low-rise structure. CPD
said the man was “initially reported
in good condition” at Northwestern
Memorial Hospital.

Meanwhile, surveillance footage
showed the robbers leaving the ga-
rage and heading west on Grand
Avenue before arriving at the Whole
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Foods parking garage at 255 E. Grand
Ave. There, they confronted a 29-
year-old man at gunpoint, took his
phone and wallet, and drove away in
his gray Subaru Forester, according
to the report. The second victim was
notinjured.

Chicago police arrested Williams
and the juvenile in the Morgan Park
neighborhood less than 90 minutes
after the carjacking, according to
CPD.

Williams’ criminal history includes
several armed-robbery and weap-
ons-related cases. In March 2023,
Williams, another man, and two 17-
year-olds jumped out of a stolen SUV
and robbed four people at gunpoint
in the 500 block of W. Chicago Ave. in
River North, prosecutors said. At the
time, Williams had an outstanding ju-
venile warrant from McHenry County
and a pending Chicago carjacking
case. Prosecutors also said Williams
had been adjudicated delinquent
for gun possession in 2019 and 2020
and for criminal trespass to a vehicle
in 2019.

In November 2025, Williams plead-
ed guilty to the armed robbery and
received an eight-year sentence from
Judge John Lyke. But the sentence
was essentially satisfied by the 1,571
days of credit he had earned while in
jail, along with Illinois’ standard 50%
sentence reduction.

In January of this year, Williams
pleaded guilty to a 2023 armed rob-
bery in Park Ridge and received a 10-
year sentence from Judge Lorraine
Mary Murphy. That sentence was also
largely offset by time served, leaving
him with just under 200 days to serve
after the state’s standard 50% sen-
tence reduction.

Shortly after he got out of prison,
Chicago police arrested Williams on
July 21 in the 7000 block of S. Emer-
ald Ave. and charged him with pos-
sessing a stolen motor vehicle. But
on Aug. 28, Judge Kelly McCarthy dis-
missed the case after finding there
was no probable cause, according to
court records.

Two charged
after string of spa robberies

Juan Hidalgo, left, and Gary May.

Two men have been charged in
connection with a string of violent
spa robberies on a single night in
July that stretched from Bucktown to
the Evanston border.

Juan Hidalgo, 25, is charged with
two counts of armed robbery in con-
nection with the first robbery, at a
Bucktown spa on July 17. Police and
court records also tie Gary May Jr., 26,
to that robbery, though he has not
been formally charged in it. May is
charged in connection with the two
robberies that followed, at a spa on
N. Milwaukee Ave. and another on
Howard St.

Thefirstrobberyhappenedaround
10:50 p.m. at North Beauty Hair and
Foot Spa, 1710 W. North Ave., where a
48-year-old woman was cleaning the
business while her 37-year-old friend
waited so they could go to dinner.

Prosecutors said Hidalgo walked
up to the business and pressed the
buzzer, which the women initially
ignored. But when the cleaner even-
tually opened the door, Hidalgo im-
mediately began punching her in
the face and body, prosecutors said.
Three other men then rushed inside.

The robbers took the cleaner, who
was bleeding from her face, to a rear
hallway, where they held both wom-
en against a wall before forcing them
into a bathroom, prosecutors said.
Hidalgo allegedly forced the cleaner

to hand over her cellphone and
about $1,200 in cash, and the men
took the other woman'’s phone as
well. Surveillance cameras cap-
tured the robbery both inside and
outside the business.

Five days after the stop, the of-
ficer saw a CPD bulletin seeking to
identify the spa robbers and recog-
nized Hidalgo in the surveillance
images. Detectives then placed
him in a photo lineup, and both
victims picked him out, according
to a detention filing.

But there were two other spa
robberies that night, with May al-
legedly taking part in both. Shortly
after the Bucktown holdup, two
women were cleaning the Refresh
Spa, 3413 N. Milwaukee Ave., when
someone knocked on the door.
One woman answered, and four
men rushed inside, with one put-
ting her in a chokehold while the
others restrained the second wom-
an, according to a detention order
by Judge Rivanda Doss Beal.

All of the robbers wore masks
except May, the filing said. One
of the women, 22, escaped into
another room and locked herself
inside. When she came out, she al-
legedly saw May tampering with
the security camera system while
another robber reached into her
bag. She confronted the men, and
May allegedly punched her in the
chest before the robbers fled with
more than $1,000 in cash and the
parts of the camera system.

The third robbery happened
shortly after 1 a.m. at Relax Spa,
327 Howard St. Police said a man
entered the business and received
massage services before letting
two accomplices in through the
locked front door. The group,
which allegedly included May, then
searched the business for money
and valuables.

At one point, one of the men
grabbed an employee by the
throat, forced her into a bathroom
and used her Face ID to unlock her
iPhone and access her banking ap-
plication, police said. The robbers
fled with about $1,500 in business
cash, the employee’s phone, two
credit cards and about $600 be-
longing to another employee.

May is charged with two counts
of armed robbery, two counts of
aggravated armed kidnapping and
two counts of aggravated unlaw-
ful restraint in connection with the
Evanston robbery. He also faces
charges in connection with the Re-
fresh Spa robbery on N. Milwaukee
Ave. Police continue to look for ad-
ditional suspects.

Offender Charged
with attempt murder of woman

Latanya
Howard, 40, of
the 1400 block
of W. Green-
leaf Ave., has
been charged
with one fel-
ony count of
First  Degree
Attempted
Murder Oct. 1 after she was ar-
rested by members of the Chicago
Police Department and U. S.
Marshals Great Lakes Regional
Fugitive Task Force on September
29, in the 800 block of W. Irving
Park Rd.

She was identified as the
offender who, on Sept. 23, stabbed
and seriously injured a 39-year-old
female victim in the 900 block of
W. Wilson Ave. The offender was
placed into custody and subse-
quently