When someone does
a small task beautifully,
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their whole environment is affected by it.
— Jerry Seinfeld
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Northwestern Medicine construction
getting underway
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Artist rendering of the future 1.2 million square foot, 200-bed hospital building.

Those who live in Streeterville
near Northwestern Hospital will
soon be penned in by construction
taking place at a site located be-
tween N. Fairbanks Ct., E. Huron
St., N. McClurg Ct, and E. Erie
St., where the latest construction
will be taking place.

The future 1.2 million square
foot, 200-bed hospital building
will also provide 600 new patient
and visitor parking spaces to the
parking-starved  neighborhood.
Construction activities at the new
tower site as well as Galter and

Olson pavilions will require tem-
porary street closures from Nov.
13 to 16 and Dec. 4 to 6.

The Northwestern project team
is maintaining a regularly updated
construction information website.

Through this project, they hope
to bring specialty inpatient, am-
bulatory and virtual care together
in dedicated areas at the hospital,
enhancing collaboration among
subspecialties and improving the
patient experience.

The project is currently in
a  subterranean  demolition

phase. Multiple levels of blast-
proof basement were left behind
by the former Lakeside Veterans
Affairs Hospital structure.

Because they were built to with-
stand bomb blasts, the current
demolition phase is quite disrup-
tive. Vibration and dust monitors
are located in and around the site,
and, if certain thresholds were
to be crossed in either category,
work is brought to a halt until the
issue is resolved.

Court says family can’t sue Latin School
over boy’s bully-driven suicide

BY SCOTT HOLLAND
Cook County Record

A state appeals panel will not
allow the parents of a boy who
died by suicide — which the par-
ents attribute to bullying at the
prestigious Latin School — to sue
the school and officials for their
roles in the circumstances.

Robert and Rose Bronstein’s
son, Nate, died in Jan. 2022.
That April the couple sued Latin
School, 59 W. North Blvd., and a
collection of current and former
administrators and counselors,
among others, seeking $100 mil-
lion in damages based on accusa-
tions the school failed to intervene
in extensive cyberbullying at the
hands of classmates through text
message and Snapchat, and said
school officials didn’t do enough
to address concerns raised while
their son was still alive. They
have pursued separate litigation
regarding their access to his aca-
demic records.

In Oct. 2024, Cook County
Judge Scott D. McKenna dis-
missed large portions of the cou-
ple’s third amended complaint,
prompting Robert Bronstein’s
challenge to the Illinois First Dis-
trict Appellate Court.

Justice Bertina Lampkin wrote
the panel’s opinion, filed Sept. 30;
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Latin School, 59 W. North Blvd.

Justices Clare Quish and Mary
Rochford concurred.

Bronstein challenged McK-
enna’s dismissal of the claims for
wrongful death, violation of Illi-
nois’ bullying prevention law, in-
tentional infliction of emotional
distress and breach of fiduciary
duty, as well as a claim of direct
liability that the child’s estate
asserted against the school.

Regarding the Bullying Pre-
vention Act, Bronstein said
McKenna wrongly determined
the law doesn’t allow for private
litigation.

The law, Lampkin wrote, “con-
tains no explicit statement about
the circumstances in which civil

liability may or may not attach.”
While a 15-year-old student “is
indisputably a member of the
class for whose benefit” legisla-
tors crafted the law, she contin-
ued, “a private right of action is
not consistent” with the law’s un-
derlying purpose.

The panel further explained the
BPA was not by nature “remedial,
but instead erects a regulatory
framework for schools to follow
to establish compliant anti-bully-
ing policies, report data on bully-
ing allegations and receive grant
money for anti-bullying program-
ming.” While the law imposes
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Some of Terry Strother’s more recent mugshots.

‘l stoned his a**V’

Repeat offender attacked
77-year-old tourist with a brick in River North

BY CWBCHICAGO

“I'stoned his a**!” Terry Stroth-
er told Chicago police as they
handcuffed him after he allegedly
struck a 77-year-old New Hamp-
shire tourist in the head with a
brick downtown last month. The
50-year-old repeat offender was
on pretrial release in two cases at
the time, just days after a judge
refused prosecutors’ request to
revoke his release, court records
show.

Strother, 50, was arrested nine
times in 2025 and eight times

so far in 2026, raising questions
about how Cook County’s crimi-
nal justice system repeatedly al-
lowed a known violent offender
back onto the streets despite a
pattern of arrests, missed court
dates and brief jail stays.

His final arrest of 2025 came
in the 700 block of N. State St.,
where police said he threw “warm
coffee” into the face of a 31-year-
old woman. He was charged with
misdemeanor battery, unlike a
man who threw root beer on a

STONED see p. 12

City Council gives honorary
designation for “Mother Jones
Plaza” at E. Wacker Place

The City Council approved an
ordinance designating the north
side of E. Wacker Pl., between E.
Wacker Dr. and N. Wabash Ave.,
as “Mother Jones Plaza,” honor-
ing the radical labor organizer
and advocate for workers’ rights.

Jones was an influential Irish-
born American labor and com-
munity organizer, schoolteacher,
and dressmaker. After losing her
husband and all four of their chil-
dren to a yellow fever epidemic in
Memphis in 1867, and later losing
her dressmaking shop in the Great
Chicago Fire of 1871, she turned
toward the labor movement.

Jones was associated with the
socialist movement and was a
member of the Socialist Party
of America, though her primary
focus was on direct trade union
organizing. At first she worked
for the the United Mine Workers
of America, and she later helped

co-found the Industrial Workers
of the World in 1905.

Known for her fiery oratorical
skills and fearlessness, she fa-
mously declared, “Join the union,
boys,” and led strikes across West
Virginia, Pennsylvania, and Colo-
rado. In 1903, she organized the
“March of the Mill Children,”
leading child laborers from Phila-
delphia to President Theodore
Roosevelt’s New York home to
protest against child labor.

Jones is buried at the Union
Miners Cemetery in Mount Ol-
ive, IL. Her gravesite features an
80-ton, 22-foot-tall pink granite
monument with two bronze miner
statues, which was dedicated on
Oct. 11, 1936.

A groundbreaking ceremony
will take place at Wacker Place
at 11 a.m. Wednesday, Oct. 28.
Community members are invited
to attend.

Extended Outdoor Dining
closing up Oct. 31

Drivers will get their parking
back on Oct. 31 when the Ex-
tended Outdoor Dining program
concludes for the season.

Since May, participating res-
taurants along several North Side
dining corridors have been per-
mitted to take over the roadway
to operate outdoor dining patios
in the curb lanes while keeping
traffic lanes open.

The modified program, first in-
troduced in 2024, supports local

restaurants while removing park-
ing and maintaining traffic flow
through the corridor.

Those areas are on Wells St.,
and Clark St. in River North, be-
tween Grand Ave. and Kinzie St.;
in the Gold Coast on Rush St.; in
Lakeview East on Broadway; and
on Broadway in Uptown; Lincoln
Ave. in Lincoln Park; W. Roscoe
St. in Roscoe Village, and on Bal-
moral St. in Andersonville.
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Chicago’s rap sheet, and we’re not talking music

By Thomas J. O'Gorman

In some U.S. police jurisdic-
tions autumn is the time to ex-
amine local “rap sheets,” the ac-
cumulated collection of personal
offenses that offenders have made
by their breaking of the law.

National law enforcement data
shows that low-level and non-vio-
lent offenses make up the vast ma-
jority of all arrests. The leading
categories include simple assaults
that rank highest with 1,018,220
arrests across the nation.

In Chicago, however, theft and
larceny rank higher. Followed by
battery and narcotics.

What I really find disturbing is
that statistics say crime is more
prevalent in Chicago than New
York City, with shootings and ho-
micides tipping the scales.

Chicago has a much higher rate
of gun violence and murder. Rap
sheets reveal Chicago recording
982 shootings compared to New
York’s 442 shootings. What is
staggering about these facts is
New York’s population of some 8
million people versus Chicago’s
2.8 million. And there are far less
rapers in New York, more Broad-
way stars. Chicago needs some
new showtimes.

We raise this issue realizing
that currently we have no Su-
perintendent of Police after the
recent resignation / retirement of
Larry Snelling. His career as a
Chicago Police professional was
filled with honor, effort, loyalty
and hard work. The formula for
irritating the 5th floor of City
Hall.

It was a tragic misfortune that
Snelling exercised the duties of
his office under the low-level
leadership of Mayor Brandon
Johnson. Who can be surprised at
the dangerous quality of “survival
and discarded safety” in Chicago.

The Lori Lightfoot Legacy is in
safe hands with Johnson running
the circus.

In this writer’s neighborhood,
people ask each other whether
anyone has seen a CPD squad car
on any of our streets of late. The
dismal record of public safety ap-
pears inconsequential to our lack
luster, low-T Aldermanic leader-
ship in the 1st Ward, as it is to our
ridiculous incompetent mayor.

Of course no community is to
be pitied more than the Gold Coast
where you literally take your life
in your hands to shop, dine out,
saunter along the lakefront, Oak
St., Bellevue or Cedar St.

Not everyone has a personal
security force of 150 officers like
our mayor does. Reports estimate
the detail comprises between 100
and 150 officers, which includes
personnel assigned to protect the
mayor, his home, City Hall, and
a dedicated personal bodyguard
detail of about 20 officers, cost-
ing taxpayers roughly $30 million
to $33.7 million per year.

In reports covering his admin-
istration, Rahm Emanuel noted
that he traveled with a three-
officer detail, which was scaled
down compared to his predeces-
sor, Richard M. Daley’s setup.

How has the city’s most exclu-
sive residential neighborhood be-
come a center for urban violence?
How has life been redecorated
now by hold-ups, muggings, com-
mercial robberies, carjackings
and thefts of such enormous mag-
nitude?

How has Rush St. plummeted
into the depths of thievery, may-
hem, assault, purse-snatching and
homicides?

Where is the protection for law-
abiding citizens? Where are the
visible ranks who saved us from
the violence of Al Capone, Frank
Nitti, Jeff Fort, Augustin Zam-
brano and Larry Hoover? Where
did the cops of our era disappear
to? Why is our political leader-
ship defending criminals over
their victims?

Has anyone catalogued the re-
peated damage to private prop-
erty in the neighborhood? Like
the destruction to large plate glass
windows destroyed by psycho
stalkers hunting along the corri-
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dors of Lake Shore Dr. Busting a
display window to swipe $50. De-
spite what our unserious mayor
claims, these smash and grabs
just keep spreading out to more
areas across Chicagoland.

Who covers the cost of replac-
ing all that broken glass? Have
you noticed your rising insurance
premiums of late? We pay.

Kristallnacht (the Night of Bro-
ken Glass) was a violent state-
sponsored riot carried out by Nazi
paramilitary forces and civilians
across Nazi Germany, Austria,
and the Sudetenland on Nov.
9-10, 1938. Is that where we’re at
with all our smash and grabs?
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corrupt, and self-serving politics
that can emerge in American mu-
nicipal and national leadership.

In fact, preventing the rise of
unprincipled political machines
and demagogues was one of the
Founding Fathers’ primary mo-
tivations when designing the
American republic.

And let’s face it, Chicago has
one of the biggest political ma-
chines on earth, that has lasted
now over a century. Even the for-
mer Soviet Bloc finally died after
72 years.

But the Founding Fathers had
an answer if something so ridic-
ulous should happen. The very

ol .

The Board of Trustees for the
buildings, currently utilized as a
co-op apartment complex, hosted
a celebration the evening of Sept.
19 by private invitation only, to
honor the remarkable legacy of
van der Rohe. Ald. Brian Hop-
kins opened the festivities, which
included live entertainment,
remarks by Dirk Lohan, the
grandson of van der Rohe and a
building resident remarked, “For
75 years, these buildings have
inspired architects, residents and
visitors from around the world,
while remaining a vibrant place
where people live their everyday
lives.”

The 860-880 LSD Board of Trustees: Lauren Bakos, Thomas Leslie, Mark Boxerman, Denise Allen Dirk Lohan,
Steve Lauberth, Gary Mitchiner and Noel Abat.

Then there are the assaults on
rideshare drivers, taxi drivers and
residents. And I get repeated eye-
witness accounts concerning pa-
trons of fine restaurants and bars
who dine and dash, fleeing before
the bill arrives.

More and more the avenues of
the fashionable elite have been
transformed into danger-packed
zones thanks to the incompetence
of local political staffers and
the disintegrating abilities and
lost opportunities of City Hall’s
leadership to alter the chaos and
misguided management of the
mayor.

Johnson’s expensive “team”
of incompetent sidekicks with
the large paychecks are far from
reasoned actors. That’s their rap
sheet. Now and forever.

Many of the best 5th floor staff
members have now jumped ship
and abandoned Chicago’s most
inept mayor.

There is one thing that might
be able to save the city and even
the keel from all the failure. It’s
called a primary election. And it
will be here before we know it,
Tuesday. Nov. 3. It’s a chance to
get to the roots of our 5th floor
collapse. Before the February 23,
2027 mayoral election when we
get to look for someone with a
brain and a heart capable of lift-
ing Chicago back to its place of
American honor.

Could our Founding Fathers
have predicted the low level of
politics that would rear its head in
Chicago political leadership two
and a half centuries in the city’s
future?

While Chicago did not exist in
their times, they absolutely pre-
dicted, anticipated, and deeply
feared the low level of factional,

Call 7.73:

election that we will share and
celebrate on Nov. 3.

We can erase the incompetence.
We can eradicate the blunders in
the judgement of those who have
little skill and even smaller abili-
ties to sustain a great American
City.

MALLED UP: EdwardsRealty
Co. last week announced that it
paid $30 million for Block 37,
located on State St. in the Loop.
That’s a fraction of the $84 mil-
lion CIM Group spent in 2012
to buy the five-story mall out of
foreclosure.

Ludwig Mies van der Rohe

MODERNITY: Ludwig Mies
van der Rohe’s two glass tow-
ers at 860-880 N. Lake Shore Dr.
celebrated their past, present and
future this fall. 2026/2027 marks
the 75th Diamond Anniversary
for this architectural masterpiece,
which generations of residents
and some of Chicago’s most no-
table architects have called home.
Mies’ architectural designs were
a space ship on Chicago’s lawn.
Continuing the Chicago tradition
of creating architectural works of
magnitude in the fresh design of
the age.
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MOCK: Jerry Seinfeld con-
tinues to show pro-Palestinian
agitators how tough New Yorkers
can be. During his Oct. 9 perfor-
mance at the Chicago Theater,
a screeching radical activist at-
tempted to hijack the show, by try-
ing to shout him down: “22,000
Palestinians who are children
now are killed with our taxpayer
money and you’re making jokes?”
As security hauled the heckler
out, Seinfeld deadpanned: “I'm
racist. It’s a genocide; I'm into
it” The audience went bonkers
with applause. The king of com-
edy then delivered another left
jab. “But I'm gonna find out how
much your ticket was — and I'm
sending it to Israel.”

Showing stunning cluelessness,
the footage was later posted on-
line by the United States Pales-
tine Coalition-Chicago and Anti-

RAP SHEET seep. 8

Publisher & Editor

Art Director &
Production Mgr

Ronald Roenigk
Sheila Swann

Jeff Zimmerman  Account Executive

INSIDE
is published every Wednesday

by Inside Publications
6221 N. Clark St.
Chicago, IL 60660
(773) 465-9700

E: insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com

CIRCULATION

VERIFICATION

COUNCIL

Your friendly neighborhood newspaper
brought to you free by our advertisers. We
encourage our readers to share their ideas
and concerns with the community through
this publication. All letters must include
name, address and phone number. Names
will be withheld upon request. We reserve
the right to edit letters to fit our space.

All material in this publication copyright
©2026 Inside Publications and can only
be reprinted with permission of the publisher.

‘Where can you find a copy of
INSIDE-BOOSTER,
NEWS-STAR AND SKYLINE?

Inside has numerous “drop spots” on the
North Side of Chicago, between the Loop
and Howard Street, and between the lake
and west to Kedzie. To find out which spots
are most convenient for you, call (773) 465-
9700 and give the zip code where you live or
work. Or visit insideonline.com and click on
“Paper Pickup Locations.”The best time to
pick up our paper is on Thursday mornings.
If your business would like to become
a regular drop spot, please call and let
us know!

insideonlinecom




INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

City Council battles
Mayor over control of CHA

Power struggle, mayor
wants power over nation’s
second-largest public
housing authority

Mayor Brandon Johnson has
perhaps the least amount of clout
of any mayor in modern history.
He continues to struggle politi-
cally to even name candidates for
jobs. Last week the City Council
rejected a pair of CHA [Chicago
Housing Authority] nominees
Johnson put forward, dealing a
major blow to the Mayor’s efforts
to regain control of the agency.

This is just one battle of many
that seem to have gone on since
Johnson was elected with the
broad backing, and funding, of
the Chicago Teacher’s Union
[CTU].

The CHA operates on an annu-
al budget of $1.4 billion for fiscal
year 2026. Roughly 98% of the
agency’s funding comes from the
U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban
Development [HUD], including
Moving to Work funds, operating
subsidies, and Section 8 housing
vouchers. The fight over who gets
to run the agency, and tap into
those federal funds, has lasted for
over a year.

The battle escalated after the
CHA board voted 7-2 in March
to appoint Keith Pettigrew as the
agency’s CEO, bypassing Mayor
Johnson’s preferred choice in for-

mer Ald. Walter Burnett.

Current mayoral candidate
and former interim head of the
CHA Matthew Brewer appointed
Pettigrew to lead the agency in
March, after Johnson had pre-
viously appointed Ald. Walter
“Red” Burnett to take his father’s
seat on city council, while telling
the former Alderman to take over
CHA leadership.

Only the CHA delayed a vote
to confirm the senior Burnett
in order to wait on a response
from HUD on whether the elder
Burnett needed a waiver from
conflict of interest rules. HUD
later denied that waiver. Next up
for the front lines of the fight was
the appointment of Pettigrew,
which happened just as Brewer
declared his candidacy for may-
or.

Aldermen have now invested
months in denying Johnson’s
nominees to the CHA board
almost unilaterally under the
impression that Johnson wants
to plant a board willing to can
Pettigrew, according to report-
ing in Crain’s Chicago. Johnson
claims that all he wants to do is
build more housing, but many
believe he’s just seeking power,
money and control should he lose
his next election.

Control of the CHA was typi-
cally a task mayors had before
the inept Johnson and CTU took
over.

It’s the second-largest public
housing authority in the United
States, and the largest owner of
rental housing in Chicago, with
over 63,000 low-income families
under their thumb. It is surely a
political plum the CTU would
like to control. But they can only
do that by controlling the Mayor’s
Office as they do now. Johnson is
now running for re-election with
some of the lowest approval rat-
ings of any mayor in history.

It is surely a
political plum the CTU
would like to control.

With rents in Chicago sky-
rocketing due to higher taxes
and expenses, a stunted construc-
tion pipeline bound up in City
Hall red tape and a proposed
new renter’s ordinance with
totalitarian overtones, that leaves
Johnson with few options to show
any improvement in housing
under his and the CTU’s watch.
Taking over the CHA may allow
him and the union to attach their
name to efforts undertaken by the
Federal Government.

Combined, this matrix of imag-
inary power, trivial successes,
missed deadlines, inaction, and
general 5th floor mopery has
created broad opposition to the
Mayor within City Council.
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Chicago still

2nd Rattiest

Orkin says local rats still
not trying hard enough
to be #1

STORY AND PHOTO
BY PETER VON BUOL

For the second year in a row,
Chicago has been listed as the
second rattiest city in the United
States, according to a spokesper-
son for Orkin Pest Control.

Last year, Los Angeles had
stopped Chicago’s decade-long
reign atop the company’s annual
ranking. This year, Los Angeles
once again tops the company’s
list.

Chicago’s rats are just going to
have to try harder.

According to Orkin’s pest con-
trol scientists, persistent residen-
tial rodent activity has kept Los
Angeles ahead of Chicago and
New York City.

“There’s no single type of city
or climate that’s immune to ro-
dent pressure,” said Dr. Shannon
Sked, National Technical Direc-
tor at Orkin.

“Rats and mice are highly
adaptable and can thrive in com-
munities across the country wher-
ever they can find food, water and
shelter. That’s why prevention and
early detection are important for
homeowners, regardless of where
they live. This is especially im-
portant with some of the changes
in how we manage rats, today.
Prevention, including robust mon-
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Hidden alleys and subterranean
networks that provide ideal nesting
conditions for rats.

itoring, sound facilities exclusion
[of rats] and sanitation, is relied
on as the key element in sound
rodent management programs,’
said Sked.

In 2024, a spokesperson for
Orkin had told this newspaper that
Chicago’s consistently high rank-
ing has been driven by its unique
urban infrastructure, including
an abundance of hidden alleys
and subterranean networks that
provide ideal nesting conditions.
She added its rankings reflect the
volume of new pest control treat-
ments performed by Orkin rather
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ARIS F. YANIBAS RUNS FOR ILLINOIS SENATE TO STOP THE PLUNDER

For 250 years Americans live with
the illusion that we live in a democracy
with equality for all American citizens.
Unfortunately, the perfidious and avari-
cious Founding Fathers did not intend to
create a democracy with equality for all
Americans.

They deliberately and with malice
aforethought invented a democracy for
the American plutocrats of the top eco-
nomic ruling class to eternally plunder
the working class.

They created the USA for the sole
benefit of themselves and for their de-
scendants. The harsh reality was ex-
posed in 2022 by California professor
Robert Ovetz in his iconoclastic book,
“We the Elites, Why the U.S. Constitu-
tion Serves the Few.”

After reading this illuminating book,
I was inspired to analyze how the Amer-
ican ruling class privatizes the national
wealth and plunders the working class.
I sought to explore why the rich prosper
and the workers struggle to survive.

I discovered that the workers have
no protection because the top 10% own
both the Republican Party and the Dem-
ocratic Party. The working class does
not own the Democratic Party. If we are
to own the Democratic Party, we must
expel from the Democratic Party the
DINO (Democrats In Name Only) who
pollute the purity of the working-class
movement and sabotage the progress of
the workers.

We do not need the anti-democracy
DINO to create a powerful working-
class Democratic Party. We have mil-
lions of educated workers with the ca-
pabilities to dismantle peacefully the
corrupt system that governs the USA for
250 years.

After exposing the culprits as the top
economic 10% who plunder the wealth
produced by the workers, I have devised

two viable solutions to curtail the grow-
ing income and wealth inequality be-
tween the exploiters and the exploited.
I hope to institutionalize economic jus-
tice for the 90%.

First, I recommend a reduction of
the plunder by creating competing gov-
ernment  institutions
without depriving the
plutocrats of their ex-
isting wealth which is
protected by the sla-
veowner U.S.A. Con-
stitution Sth Amend-
ment and also by the
capitalist Illinois Con-
stitution.

As a free people we
can create an Illinois state bank with all
the interest payments and the profits go-
ing to the Illinois state treasury for the
benefit of all Illinois citizens.

Second, we can create an Illinois state
insurance agency that collects all insur-
ance premiums for cars, homes, etc.
exclusively for the benefit of all Illinois
citizens and not for the idle rich.

Third, I propose the creation of an
Illinois Dept. of Public Works without
private contractors, private advisors,
lawyers, engineers and consultants. The
Illinois state agency will be managed
and operated by qualified Illinois civil
servants who will enjoy lifetime job
security, good salaries, six weeks paid
vacations and generous pensions for the
elderly and disabled.

Exclusion of private contractors from
government projects will save Illinois
taxpayers vast sums of money that now
enrich the greedy contractors and their
silent partners in crime, the corrupt
politicians who earn sub rosa tax-free
wealth.

The second economic weapon in my
arsenal of class warfare for the benefit

of the Illinois working class citizens
pertains to taxation. Although we can-
not legally tax the plutocrats and the
leisure class parasites on their existing
plundered wealth and their accumulated
financial assets, we can legally tax them
on their future incomes and inheritance.
I propose a 100% in-
come tax on every in-
dividual, corporation,
LLC, trust, partner-
ship, NGO and private
educational secular or
religious  institution
that earns more than
one million dollars net
in any one year.

As for death taxes,
I propose a one-time 100% inheritance
tax on every individual, institution, trust,
estate and family that inherits more than
$5 million.

For Illinois homeowners and real es-
tate owners, the most desirable proposal
I recommend is to abolish all real estate
taxes. This most unfair Illinois tax forc-
es the poor to lose their homes and is the
most cruel of all regressive taxes.

The other regressive taxes are the gas-
oline taxes, the sales taxes, etc. All these
must be abolished and must be replaced
by one fair progressive income tax that
taxes billionaires like our DINO gover-
nor, J.B. Pritzker far more than it taxes
the low-income wage earners.

Finally, we must fight fire with fire
against the greedy real estate tycoons,
the rich apartment owners and the
wealthy merchants. They enjoy unchal-
lenged arbitrary power to decide rents
and to decide the price of the food we
eat and the clothing we wear, etc. The
same unrestrained power is enjoyed by
colleges and universities.

To fight fire with fire we must have
an Illinois legislature that will abolish

real estate taxes, and will strictly con-
trol rents, gasoline prices, food prices,
college tuitions, credit card interest and
utilities.

I am not launching a temporary po-
litical campaign. I am embarking on a
long-term political movement to make
America the working-class democ-
racy that the elitist and unscrupulous
Founding Fathers intended USA never
to become. Because, after enduring 250
years of exploitation, the working class
deserves to liberate itself from the top
10% plunderers who feast on the fruits
of their labor.

I am a proud third generation Chica-
goan running as a write-in independent
Democratic candidate for the office of
Illinois State Senator for the 8th Sena-
torial District in the November 2026
general election. The 8th District runs
across the North Side and the Northwest
Side of Chicago.

Whether you vote in the 8th District
or not, my campaign is for your benefit.
I need your financial support to pub-
lish and distribute my political message
throughout the 8th District of Illinois for
the November 2026 general election.

Please send
your contribution
payable to:

ARIS F. YANIBAS
by check or money order
from $10 to $100

You can mail
your check to:

Aris F. Yanibas,
P.O. Box 25030,
Chicago, IL 60625

Or call 773-784-6662
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Lawmakers weigh voter-guided Chicago charter

BY SEAN READ
The Center Square

A proposal being weighed in
the Illinois House would allow
Chicago to create its own city
charter, which the lawmaker be-
hind it said could simplify many
of the complexities that have led
to fiscal and other governmental
issues in the city.

North Side State Rep. Kam
Buckner [26th], described his
legislation, the Municipal Home
Rule Charter Act, as a bill that
allows the city to create a consti-
tution-style document for the city
— which is one of the only major
U.S. cities to not have one.

He said it provides a structure
that would streamline the city’s
government and give voters a say
in its creation.

“It does not decide how power
should be divided between the
mayor and the city council. It does
not decide what our budget pro-
cess should look like. It does not
dictate ethics rules, public safety
policy, labor policy, education
policy, or tax policy,” Buckner
said. “The people of Chicago can
have a serious conversation about
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how their city government should
be organized and ultimately [the
bill] allows them to decide for
themselves.”

The city’s governmental struc-
ture is currently guided primarily
by state laws passed in Spring-
field and ordinances passed by
aldermen in the city, along with
unwritten tradition.

Buckner’s bill was brought
back up for the first time publicly
since April during an out-of-ses-
sion hearing by the House Execu-
tive Committee on Oct. 13.

Joe Ferguson, president of the
non-partisan Civic Federation,
said that the retrospectively un-
popular fiscal decisions could
have been avoided by the govern-
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ment, and the charter could cre-
ate more responsibility among the
government.

“What does it mean for Chicago
to have no charter? It means that
there is no coherent, enforceable
structure to the way government
works here. Inadequate transpar-
ency, fractionalist politics and
almost constant fiscal crises are
just some of the issues that haunt
Chicago,” Ferguson said.

He noted the city’s sale of its
parking meters for $1.15 billion
in 2008 could’ve been more thor-
oughly scrutinized or rejected if
the city had a charter creating a
stronger system of independent
fiscal analysis for the council.

State Rep. Theresa Mah [24th],

asked what the point of the pro-
cess is when there are already
guiding laws and ordinances in
the books.

Ferguson explained a charter
would be easier to enforce.

“State law, municipal ordinance,
customary practice absolutely is
the case. But there is one broad
distinction, and then I'll go into
the particulars, they’re unenforce-
able,” Ferguson said. “The mayor
is the equivalent of the president
and the speaker of the house. But
customary practice and actual
rules and the law have the mayor
presiding over the council.”

He explained that many of the
roles providing oversight to com-
mittees of the council are selected

directly by the mayor.

A charter, under the proposal,
would be written by 10 char-
ter commissioners who would
be chosen by Chicago voters in
a nonpartisan election. The 10
members would select another
member to come in and serve as
the chair — a total of 11 members.

Buckner said the group
wouldn’t have final say over the
charter, as it would again be left
up to voters.

“Any proposed charter would
go before Chicago voters at the
Nov. 2030 general election and
would take effect only if a major-
ity of voters approve it,” Buckner
said.

BY JIM TALAMONTI AND
CHRIS WADE
The Center Square

Companies are turning to the
Racketeer Influenced and Cor-
rupt Organizations Act [RICO] to
fight alleged litigation fraud.

The federal RICO law was
aimed at organized crime and
subsequently used in political
corruption cases in Chicago and
Illinois. RICO became U.S. fed-
eral law on Oct.15, 1970, reshap-
ing how authorities prosecuted
the vast and systemic organized
crime in Chicago, the local mob
and criminal networks.

Before 1970, prosecuting top-
tier local crime was difficult be-
cause bosses rarely committed
crimes directly, often forcing the
government to rely on tax evasion
charges like the historical case
against Al Capone. Before RICO,
prosecutors could only charge
individual mobsters or foot sol-
diers for specific, isolated crimes.

Businesses use RICO
against alleged litigation abuses

RICO allowed the government to
prosecute high-ranking bosses in
Chicago who ordered or benefit-
ed from crimes without directly
committing them.

A report by The American Tort
Reform Assoc. [ATRA] said busi-
nesses and insurers have filed
nearly 300 RICO lawsuits since
2024, claiming that organized
fraud rings allegedly involve law
firms, litigation funders, medical
providers and others.

Phil Melin, executive director
of Illinois Citizens Against Law-
suit Abuse, said different enti-
ties allegedly worked together
to fraudulently extract litigation
settlements.

“It’s kind of a counterattack,
but these businesses have filed
lawsuits against some of these
abusive law firms and have said,
‘Listen, these guys are kind of like
organized crime,” said Melin.

ATRA Vice President and
Counsel Lauren Sheets Jarrell
said the report flagged asbestos

cases in Illinois.

“These patients were unable to
recall where they were exposed
to asbestos or how they may have
come in contact with it. They
were coached on what to say and
to perjure themselves,” Sheets
Jarrell said.

Courts dismissed about 96%
out of more than 400 cases against
one manufacturer.

“When you have courts filled
up with 430 frivolous lawsuits on
bogus claims, that puts everybody
else, like legitimately harmed
people or people who need con-
tract disputes solved or whatever
the legitimate things are, they
have to wait longer,” Melin said.

Melin said Illinoisans pay an es-
timated annual tort tax of $2,000.

“That’s why your insurance
keeps going up every year, your
car insurance, your property
insurance, everything goes up.
That’s the tort tax that you’re pay-
ing because we have a state that
tolerates and encourages lawsuit

abuse,” Melin said.

Melin said property and casu-
alty insurance rates decreased in
Florida after the state implement-
ed tort reform.

Sheets Jarrell said the RICO

cases remain in process, but she
hopes Illinois courts will take a
serious look.

Madison, St. Clair and Cook
counties together hold the #7
spot on American Tort Reform

Foundation’s 2025-2026 Judicial
Hellholes list. Madison and St.
Clair ranked first and second for

the most asbestos filings in 2025.
Cook County was #5.

Sheets Jarrell said the report
did not flag Illinois for alleged
cases involving law firms, medi-
cal providers and immigrants.

“We’ve certainly seen that as
the case in New York, where some
of these immigrants have been
targeted to do staged trip-and-fall

accidents or construction acci-

dents, but we have not seen that in
Illinois,” Sheets Jarrell said.

Byline Bank named ‘Best Banks to Work For’

Byline Bank, formerly North
Community Bank, has been
named one of the 2026 Best Banks
to Work For by American Banker.
The award recognizes Byline’s
commitment to workplace prac-
tices that prioritize employee en-
gagement, career development,
and the overall well-being of its
more than 1,000 employees.

North Community Bank, and
later Byline Bank, was - and con-
tinues to be - integral to this news-
papers’ founding and success.

The annual program is con-
ducted by American Banker in
partnership with Best Compa-
nies Group. Participating banks
are evaluated through a review of

workplace policies, practices and
benefits, as well as a confidential
employee survey covering areas
such as leadership and planning,
work environment, pay and bene-
fits, and training and development.

“This recognition is especially
meaningful because employee
feedback is a central part of the
evaluation,” said Dana Rose,
Chief Human Resources Officer
at the bank. “We are focused on
creating a workplace where em-
ployees feel supported, connected
and able to build meaningful ca-
reers. This honor reflects the con-
tributions of our employees and
the culture they help shape every
day.”
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Byline Bank is a Chicago-based
commercial and community bank
that traces its roots to 1914. The

first main office of North Com-
munity Bank (Byline Bank) was

located at 2335 N. Clark St. The
institution was established on
March 1, 1972, under the name

North Community State Bank.

In 1978 the North Community
Bank was purchased by Peter and
Paula Fasseas, who resided in
Lincoln Park and the Gold Coast.
The Fasseas family expanded the
business over the next three de-
cades, turning it into the largest
privately held bank group in II-
linois, which eventually encom-
passed more than 90 neighbor-

six distinct community names.

It was through this bank, and
the Fasseas family that Pets Are
Worth Saving [PAWS Chicago]
was created. Paula Fasseas re-
mains with PAWS to this day.

In 2009 the bank accepted
Troubled Asset Relief Program
due to the mortgage default crisis
during the 2008-11 federal bank-
ing crisis. Then in 2013 the bank
was recapitalized by BXM Hold-
ings. By 2015 it was renamed By-
line Bank.

Today its leadership includes
Roberto R. Herencia, Executive
Chairman and CEO, and Alberto
Paracchini, President/CEO of By-
line Bank.
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The Home Front
by Don DeBat

Mayor Brandon Johnson’s “Protecting
Renters Ordinance” [PRO] aims to rewrite
landlord-tenant rules in Chicago in an ef-
fort to supposedly strengthen tenant pro-
tections and housing stability.

However, the
proposed PRO or-
dinance is “flawed
and actually hurts
affordability” by
adding costs and
restrictions for
landlords, accord-
ing to an expert
analysis by Illinois
Policy  Institute
[IPI], a non-profit
taxpayer-research
organization.

An earlier ver-
sion of PRO would
have required
landlords to pay tenants thousands of dol-
lars for declining to renew a lease. Howev-
er, the apartment industry has lobbied hard
to have that broad mandate removed from
the proposed ordinance.

A competing ordinance, the “Fair and
Accountable Illinois Rental Ordinance”
[FAIR], backed by Ald. Gilbert Villegas
[36th], and a group of other Aldermen,
also is before the City Council. Votes on
both proposals have been delayed to give
the two sides more time to find common
ground.

Apartment industry critics say there is a
sweeping regulatory movement underway
by Mayor Johnson and other Democratic
Socialists to take away private property
rights from landlords, and give excessive
protection to renters.

Mayor Johnson’s PRO scheme seeks to
update the city’s 40-year-old “Residential
Landlord Tenant Ordinance” [RLTO],
which oversees the legal rights and respon-
sibilities of tenants and landlords.

The truth is, the Chicago Assn. of
Realtors’ standard apartment lease
already is so loaded with renter protec-
tions it weighs in at a hefty 37 pages with
the 2026 addition of four pages to protect
tenants from domestic violence and abuse.
Currently, Chicago has one of the most an-
ti-landlord ordinances in the nation.

Mayor Brandon Johnson

Three flaws in PRO Ordinance
According to the IPI, the revised PRO

plan still raises the following three major

concerns for Chicagoans who want more
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Protecting Renter Ordinance flaws hurt affordability

rental housing and fewer barriers to pro-
viding it:

* Restrictions on how owners charge
costs. The PRO proposal’s fee rules permit
only limited and specified charges beyond
rent.

PRO caps an application fee at the lesser
of processing costs, or $20, and prohibits
a move-in fee. The ordinance also would
limit security deposits to one month’s rent.
Lower upfront charges sound appealing
to renters. Yet credit reporting and back-
ground checks, along with prior occupancy
screening, preparing a unit for a new tenant
and covering potential damage still costs.

e Landlord horror stories abound.
This writer believes landlords and major
apartment management groups need to
clearly explain the real costs of renting.
For example, a $500 non-refundable move-
in fee barely covers half of the cost of a
professional cleaning and repainting after
a former tenant moves out.

A $50-a-month “pet rent” fee may not
cover the damage caused by pets. One
landlord recently paid $520 to repair
window screens destroyed by cats. An-
other noted that unclean cat boxes left for
months on hardwood floors left odor and
stains, requiring floor refinishing at $800
per room.

Plumbing issues abound, especially in
older walk-up buildings. The most com-
mon problem is human hair plugging up
shower drains.

Animal hair from washing pets in the
bathtub also plugs drains. Plumbers typi-
cally charge $150 to $250 per trip to rod
a drain.

One renter pushed whole, rotten cel-
ery stalks down a kitchen sink disposal,
jamming it and sending chopped celery
through the pipes into the adjoining bath-
room sink. A veteran plumber’s advice:
Remove all garbage disposals. Use remov-
able drain screens instead.

Harvard’s Joint Center for Housing Stud-
ies reports that capping upfront costs can
lead to higher monthly rent, according to
the IPI.

The Federal Trade Commission also
describes larger security deposits as one
response landlords use to deal with an ap-
plicant’s weak credit score. Restricting
the ways an owner can recover those costs
could make renting to an applicant with a
limited credit history less attractive.

* Rental registries an annual obliga-
tion? Under one provision, owners would
have to register each rental unit every year
and report information including its occu-
pancy status, monthly rent and ownership
details.

The registry would identify owners and
combine rental information with inspec-
tion and violation records on a searchable
website to support oversight and enforce-
ment. Landlords would be charged an an-
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nual fee of $20, $40 or $60 for most units,
depending on the building size.

Owner-occupied buildings of six or
fewer units would be exempt from the fee
but not from registration. Violations could
bring fines per unit and per day.

A registry might seem to simply help
the city identify owners and inspect prob-
lem properties. However, tenants already
can report building violations by calling
311 or using CHI311, which offers online
and app-based re-
porting, and seek
help through the
Renter’s  Rights
Hotline. Inspec-
tion and violation
records are search-
able, while Census
estimates provide
market-level rent
and vacancy in-
formation.

PRO goes fur-
ther by collecting
extensive  infor-
mation and charg-

Ald. Gilbert Villegas

ing recurring fees - i.e., taxes - across the
rental market. For a small “Ma and Pa”
owner, that adds an annual tax and another
opportunity for a costly error.

The IPI says the City Council should
show why the information already avail-
able to city departments is insufficient be-
fore imposing a new reporting system on
every rental unit and landlord.

* Owner’s duties after major repairs.
Landlords already must honor the agreed
rent during a fixed-term lease. PRO’s
“right to return” provision would also give
eligible tenants displaced by certain code-
compliance activities—including substan-
tial repairs that cannot be done while a unit
is occupied—the option to return when the
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unit is ready.

A returning tenant’s rent would have to
be the same as when they left, under a lease
containing materially the same terms and
conditions. PRO does not specifically man-
date a duration for a new lease or say the
original term restarts on the return date.

The truth is, the Chicago Assn.

of Realtors’ standard apartment
lease already is so loaded with
renter protections it weighs in at a
hefty 37 pages with the 2026 addi-
tion of four pages to protect tenants
from domestic violence and abuse.

What happens if the original lease ex-
pires during repairs? This needs clarifica-
tion. Tenants should not lose their homes
because an owner makes necessary re-
pairs. However, landlords must continue
to meet their legal-repair obligations. And,
they also must meet financial obligations
to their lender.

However, the IPI says preventing an
owner from adjusting rent after the origi-
nal lease expires to help cover substantial
repair costs could weaken incentives to
invest in improvements or cause postpone-
ment of work.

Aldermen should clarify whether that
rule could discourage investment in older
buildings that most need improvements.

Don DeBat is co-author of “Escaping
Condo Jail,” the definitive guide to condo-
minium living. A veteran real estate voice,
he provides essential insights for navigat-
ing communal ownership at escapingcon-
dojail.com. Stay updated on housing news
at dondebat.biz. Don is currently writing
“Chicago’s Game,” a look at the history
and lifestyle of 16-inch softball.
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Police
Beat...

Teen charged after group robs
three men at gunpointin Loop

A 15-year-old boy has been
charged with robbing three men at
gunpoint in the Loop on Oct. 10 as
part of a group of seven, Chicago
police said. No charges have been
announced against the other six al-
leged members of the crew.

The victims, a 19-year-old man
and two 18-year-old men, were in
the 600 block of S. State St. around
10:30 p.m. when the group con-
fronted them and displayed at least
one firearm, according to CPD. Af-
ter taking property from the vic-
tims, the group fled into the Jack-
son Red Line CTA station.

The victims quickly found help
from police officers downtown se-
curing the route for Oct. 11's Chica-
go Marathon. They approached an
officer, who radioed details of the
robbery to other officers.

Meanwhile, a CPD surveillance
team was already tracking the sus-
pects on camera as they circled
back and returned to the down-
town streets. Officers apprehended
at least three suspects, but charges
have been announced against only
one: a 15-year-old boy arrested in
the 300 block of S. State St. He is
charged with armed robbery with
a firearm, police said.

No other details are avail-
able about the boy because he is
charged in juvenile court, where
proceedings are shielded from
public review.

Woman gets 4 years

for Lake Shore Drive crash
that killed Uber passenger
in Uptown

e 4
Jalisa Woolfolk (left) and Stephan
Piven.

A 27-year-old Chicago woman
was given a four-year sentence
for causing a high-speed crash on
Lake Shore Dr. that killed a ride-
share passenger and then fleeing
the scene. Jalisa Woolfolk later
Googled information about the
crash, and prosecutors used those
searches as evidence when they
charged her more than two and a
half years after the March 25, 2023,
collision in Uptown.

Prosecutors said an Uber driver
was traveling south on Lake Shore
Dr. near Montrose Ave. with Steph-
an Piven, 34, riding in the back seat
of the Nissan Rogue. Woolfolk was
speeding behind them in a white
2023 Kia Forte bearing a Zipcar
logo.

Data recovered from the Kia al-
legedly showed Woolfolk was trav-
eling 81 mph — twice the posted
limit — moments before she struck
the Uber with such force that the
rideshare vehicle spun, flipped,
became airborne, and landed on
its roof. The Uber driver managed
to escape the wreckage, but Piven
was trapped inside. Firefighters ex-
tricated him from the overturned
vehicle, but he succumbed to his
injuries at a nearby hospital.

Prosecutors said Woolfolk’s Kia
sustained heavy front-end dam-
age, but she did not stop. Instead,
she drove along the shoulder of
Lake Shore Dr., exited at Irving Park
Rd., and parked near an apartment

complex on Marine Dr.

Witnesses saw Woolfolk get out of
the heavily damaged Kia and leave in
a rideshare. Prosecutors said surveil-
lance footage and other video evi-
dence corroborated their accounts.
Lyft records showed a driver picked
Woolfolk up from the apartment
complex and took her to Evanston,
prosecutors said. Zipcar records also
showed Woolfolk had used her credit
card to rent the Kia on the night of
the crash.

Court records show Woolfolk
pleaded guilty to reckless homicide
by motor vehicle and failure to re-
port a fatal accident. Judge Diana
Kenworthy sentenced her to two
years for reckless homicide and four
years for failing to report the fatal
crash, with the terms to run concur-
rently. With the state’s standard 50%
sentence reduction for good behav-
ior and credit for time already served,
Woolfolk is expected to be paroled in
August 2027.

Anti-violence worker tried
to carjack Lyft driver after pickup
at Chicago CRED location

A man accused of attacking a Lyft
driver and trying to carjack her was
captured on surveillance video flash-
ing gang signs before entering a
Chicago CRED anti-violence center
on the morning of
the alleged crime,
prosecutors  said.
Hours later, he al-
legedly attacked
the driver after she
picked him up out-
side the centerina
ride booked under
an account bear-
ing the violence-

Angalwon
Gilmore

prevention organization’s name.

Angalwon Gilmore, 28, is now de-
tained by order of Judge John Hock
on charges of attempted vehicular
hijacking, robbery, and aggravated
battery after surrendering to detec-
tives as their investigation zeroed in
on him.

According to a prosecution de-
tention petition, the chain of events
began around 10 a.m. on July 20,
when a Lyft account registered as
“Angawon CRED” requested a ride
to the 400 block of N. Oakley Blvd. A
Chicago police detective knew the
address to be a Chicago CRED loca-
tion, prosecutors said.

Within minutes of arriving, Gilmore
was captured on surveillance video
flashing gang signs toward security
cameras before entering the CRED
center, prosecutors said.

That afternoon, the same Lyft ac-
count requested another ride for
pickup at the Oakley location. This
time, a 33-year-old woman arrived
in her 2013 Acura, and Gilmore al-
legedly entered the vehicle wearing
a surgical mask. She began taking
him toward the requested destina-
tion in the 6600 block of S. Rhodes
Ave. But as they approached the end
of the ride, Gilmore began yelling at
her and ordering her to change di-
rection, prosecutors said. The driver
agreed to take him wherever he
wanted to go because she wanted
to avoid trouble, and Gilmore con-
tinued shouting directions from the
back seat.

As they arrived in the 6400 block
of S. Rhodes Ave., Gilmore allegedly
attacked from behind, wrapping his
arm around her neck and trying to
pull her into the back seat and out of
the driver’s seat. The woman wedged
her leg beneath the dashboard and
steering wheel, bracing herself to
keep from being dragged out. The
choking and struggle lasted several
minutes before Gilmore fled with her
keys, which he had grabbed from the
center console, prosecutors said.

The driver immediately called 911.
She suffered bruising to her legs from
bracing herself and received medical
attention days later.
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Investigators later obtained a
search warrant for Lyft records asso-
ciated with the “Angawon CRED" ac-
count. The records identified the ac-
count holder as “Anjawon Gilmore,”
an alternate spelling of Gilmore's
first name, according to court docu-
ments.

The account records, CRED surveil-
lance footage, and cellphone loca-
tion data helped investigators piece
together Gilmore’s movements that
day, prosecutors said. Location data
associated with the Lyft account
tracked the phone from Gilmore's
home to CRED in the morning and
then from CRED to the location of the
alleged carjacking. The driver later
identified him in a photo lineup.

One more link emerged in CPD
paperwork: a Chicago police ar-
rest report listed Chicago CRED as
Gilmore's employer. Prosecutors did
not say what role he held at the orga-
nization, which works with people at
elevated risk of involvement in gun
violence.

Chicago burglary suspect
arrested twice, released twice,
now has four
outstanding warrants

A Chicago man accused of a string
of North Side burglaries just months
after going to prison for similar
crimes is missing after being released
from custody twice within weeks.

Timothy McClellan’s latest trou-
bles trace back to March 31, when
someone stole mail from a building
in the 4500 block
of N. Ashland.
Days later, on April
5, a thief stole a
tabernacle from a
Lincoln Park Cath-
olic organization
in the 400 block
of W. Deming. On

Timothy
McClellan

April 19, a burglar hit a building in the

3000 block of N. Southport, making
off with a bicycle, mail, and residents’
packages.

A CPD report says cops reviewed
surveillance footage of those inci-
dents and recognized the thief as
McClellan. A patrol unit caught up
with the 35-year-old on August 14 in
the 1200 block of W. Wilson and took
him into custody. Inside his back-
pack, police said, were a replica Colt
firearm, three screwdrivers, bolt cut-
ters, pliers, a wood chisel, and eight
sets of keys. In his front pants pocket,
officers allegedly found a wallet con-
taining seven credit cards belonging
to seven different people.

Prosecutors initially filed a petition
to keep McClellan in custody, but
court records show they withdrew
the paperwork, and he was released
during his first court appearance on
Aug. 16. He didn't show up for his
second court date five days later.

But he wasn’t in the wind for long.
Within a week, officers spotted him
riding a bicycle in the 4500 block of
N. Lake Shore Drive and took him
into custody. This time, his backpack
contained bolt cutters, two wrench-
es, wire cutters, and a screwdriver,
police said. Officers also allegedly
found identification documents and
credit cards belonging to several
other men in his pockets. Prosecutors
also charged McClellan with a July 31
burglary at a residential building in
the 4600 block of N. Magnolia, where
a bicycle was stolen.

Hauled back into court, Judge Dei-
dre Dyer detained McClellan on the
outstanding warrant and for violat-
ing his pretrial release conditions.
But he was subsequently released
again, and he has not returned since.
Court records show there are four
outstanding warrants for his arrest.

McClellan’s latest arrests come less
than a year after he went to prison for
burglarizing a Lincoln Park business
and possessing a firearm at the Lake
Red Line CTA station. Both sentences
were satisfied by time served and the

CTA surveillance images of the suspects being sought for allegedly attack-
ing a 65-year-old man who confronted them about spray-painting graffiti
on the Red Line.

Three attacked, spray-painted man
who confronted them about tagging Red Line train downtown

Three people dragged a 65-year-
old man off a Red Line train and
sprayed paintinto his face and mouth
after he confronted them about tag-
ging the train downtown, Chicago
police said.

At about 2:36 p.m. Oct. 9, the vic-
tim saw a group of people tagging a
train car while riding near the Clark/
Division station, according to a pre-
liminary CPD report.

When he approached one of them,
the group battered him, dragged him
off the train car, and sprayed paint
into his face and mouth, according
to a Chicago police community alert
issued Oct. 15. The alert included
surveillance images of three people

sought in the investigation.

Police described the suspects as
two Hispanic men and a Hispanic
woman, all between 18 and 25
years old.

One of the men has a shag hair-
style and a “5718" tattoo across the
knuckles of his left hand. The other
wore a dark sweater, tan pants,
and earrings. The woman wore
a brown coat, black pants, and
brown boots.

Anyone with information that
could help investigators is asked to
contact Mass Transit Detectives at
312-745-4447 or submit an anony-
mous tip at CPDTIP.com. Refer to
case #JK446326.

state’s automatic 50% good-conduct
credit, courtrecords show. During the
same proceeding in which McClellan
pleaded guilty, prosecutors dropped
multiple other burglary cases dating
back to 2022, including another Lin-
coln Park business burglary and the
break-in of a Boystown apartment
building’s mailroom, according to
court records.

Man gets eight-years

for burglarizing five homes,
robbing woman

who confronted him

A 33-year-old man with a lengthy
criminal history has been given an
eight-year prison sentence after
pleading guilty to burglarizing five
North Side homes and robbing one
of his victims.

Malcolm Junious pleaded guilty
Oct. 16 to five counts of residential
burglary and one count of aggra-
vated robbery in
connection with
crimes committed
between June 15
and Oct. 21, 2025.

The first re-
ported burglary
occurred in the

MaIFoIm 800 block of W.
Junious

Cuyler Ave., where
residents discovered that a hand-
gun, a Nintendo Switch, $10,000 in
cash, and $75,000 worth of jewelry
were missing. Surveillance footage
showed the burglar carrying a white
clipboard, and a CPD officer who re-
viewed the video recognized Junious
from a previous arrest. Investigators
later linked Junious to the burglary
through pawnshop records and GPS
data from his phone, prosecutors
said.

Detectives came to suspect Ju-
nious was behind a string of burglar-
ies, and a court authorized a “pen
register” for his phone. The surveil-
lance tool records numbers dialed
or received by a phone and can help
investigators monitor its activity in
real time. Using the data, detectives
tracked Junious’s phone traveling
toward Chicago on Oct. 21, 2025, the
same day several burglaries were re-
ported across the North Side.

In one of those incidents, in the
1600 block of W. Rascher Ave., a 32-
year-old woman reported that a
masked man confronted her inside
her home, claimed to have a gun, and

warned her not to “make” him hurt
her. Another woman heard the vic-
tim screaming and began calling
911, but the intruder knocked the
phone from her hand, stomped on
it, and fled with a jewelry box, pros-
ecutors said.

Police tracking Junious through
his phone and license plate readers
located his Kia near the 1400 block
of W. Ardmore Ave., but lost sight of
the vehicle for about 30 minutes.

During that time, a woman re-
turned to her home in the 1500
block of W. Ardmore Ave. and dis-
covered that someone had climbed
exterior scaffolding to enter her
apartment. The intruder stole a
backpack, jewelry, watches, and a
keepsake of her deceased cat.

Within two hours, another resi-
dent in the 5300 block of N. Pau-
lina St. reported that someone had
entered through an unlocked rear
window and stolen a MacBook, a
Bluetooth speaker, and a Nintendo
Switch.

Officers eventually spotted the
Kia again as it traveled south on
Lake Shore Dr. in Streeterville. Us-
ing a helicopter and ground units,
police followed the vehicle until
Junious got out in the 7100 block
of S. Coles Ave. They found Junious
hiding beneath a barbecue grill
cover on a back stairwell. He had
burglary proceeds in his posses-
sion, police said.

Judge Mariano Reyna accepted
Junious’s guilty pleas Friday and
sentenced him to eight years on
each count, with the sentences to
run concurrently. He must serve
50% of the sentence. With 432 days
of credit for time spent in the Cook
County Jail, Junious has a little
more than three years left to serve
in prison.

Junious's criminal history in-
cludes a burglary in Wrigleyville
during the height of the pandemic
in September 2020 when an alert
neighbor saw him crawl into a
home in the 3700 block of N. Wil-
ton Ave. on a Friday afternoon. The
witness called 911, and CPD offi-
cers arrived quickly enough to see
Junious still inside the apartment.
When officers ordered him to exit
through the back door, he ran out
the front door instead. Police ar-
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Monitor: CPD reaches preliminary compliance
with 99% of federal consent decree requlrements

STORY AND PHOTO
BY CWBCHICAGO

After seven years of effort, the
Chicago Police Dept. has made
progress on nearly every require-
ment of a federal consent decree,
reaching at least preliminary
compliance with 99% of its origi-
nal requirements, independent
monitors said on Oct. 13. But
with Supt. Larry Snelling recently
retired and staffing shortages still
a concern, the CPD faces a test of
whether those reforms will stick.

The consent decree, which
is overseen by a federal judge
and monitored independently,
requires Chicago to make sweep-
ing changes to police poli-
cies, training, supervision and
accountability. Reaching prelimi-
nary compliance means the city
has begun meeting a requirement,
but it does not mean the require-
ment has been fully satisfied.

The latest findings mark con-
tinued progress in the depart-
ment’s yearslong effort to over-
haul its policies and practices. But
monitor Maggie Hickey warned
that Snelling’s retirement will test
whether the reforms can with-
stand a leadership change, while
staffing shortages remain a sig-
nificant obstacle to fully imple-
menting the changes.

“The CPD’s compliance prog-
ress for this report occurred
under Supt. Larry Snelling’s lead-
ership,” Hickey said in a state-
ment. “His recent retirement will
be a test for the CPD to show that
its reforms are now built into how
it operates.”

Hickey urged Acting Supt.
Fred Waller and the department’s
leadership to maintain the prog-
ress and continue advancing the
consent decree.

The monitoring team reported
that the city has achieved at least
preliminary compliance with
546 of the original requirements,
known as monitorable paragraphs.
That represents about 99% of the
total. The city has reached at least
secondary compliance with 428
paragraphs, or about 78%, and
full compliance with 188 para-
graphs, or about 34%, according
to the report.
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Chicago police officers line up near a protest at Michigan Ave. and Wacker Dr. ahead of the Democratic National
Convention in Aug. 2024.

During the latest reporting pe-
riod, the city advanced its com-
pliance status on 83 paragraphs,
including 10 that moved into

Maggie Hickey urged
Acting Supt. Fred Waller
and the department’s
leadership to maintain
the progress and
continue advancing
the consent decree.

preliminary compliance, 31 that
reached secondary compliance
and 42 that achieved full compli-
ance.

The report credited years of

work, operational changes, in-
ternal evaluations and efforts to
incorporate community feedback
for the gains. Among the most
significant developments was the
implementation of revised poli-
cies governing officer-involved
shootings and deaths on June 30.
The new policies establish pro-
cedures for how CPD personnel
and the department’s Investiga-
tive Response Team handle such
incidents.

The monitors praised CPD
for achieving full compliance in
three paragraphs related to com-
munity policing, three linked to
impartial policing, nine related to
crisis intervention, nine related to
use of force, four related to train-

ing, one related to officer wellness
and support, and 13 related to
accountability and transparency.

Despite the progress, Hickey
said the city must address staffing
challenges to make the changes
sustainable. The monitoring team
said it looks forward to seeing
how the city and CPD respond to
the findings of a major workforce
allocation study and make staff-
ing changes needed to achieve
full and effective compliance.

“Having the right person-
nel and resources is essential to
ensuring sustainable improve-
ments in daily policing practic-
es,” she said.

Destigmatizing Dementia revisited Oct. 28

Skyline Village Chicago and
the Center for Life and Learning
have undertaken an effort to pro-
mote a supportive, and engaging
dementia friendly neighborhood
on the Near North Side.

They will be hosting a public
event intended to destigmatize
dementia 1:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Oct. 28, at the Fourth Presbyte-
rian Church Gratz Center, 126 E.
Chestnut St.

Guests can learn about avail-
able resources to support people

» CERTIFIED @

Hours
Mon.-Fri. 8am to 6pm
Sat. 8am to Spm

Sunday by Appointment

with dementia, care partners,
friends and families. To reg-
ister,  visit  https:/4thchurch.
churchcenter.com/registrations/
events/3934714.

The program will include a
review of the newly-published
Streeterville/Gold Coast Demen-
tia Resource Guide (visit website:
www.skylinevillagechicago.org/
content.aspx?page_id=22&club_
id=347185&module_id=802608).

Attendees can learn how to
support people with dementia

R
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by Dementia Friends coach Su-
san Frick, social worker at Rush
Hospital. Dementia Friends is a
global movement that is chang-
ing the way people think, act,
and talk about dementia. Frick
has coordinated dementia spe-
cific training programs at the
Rush Alzheimer’s Disease Center
for health care professionals and
helps coordinate the Dementia
Friendly and Dementia Friends
initiatives in Illinois.

Domestic
violence seminar
Oct. 24

Mary, Mother of God Parish’s
St. Rita DVA Ministry invites
neighbors to attend the free, all
ages 20th District Domestic
Violence Seminar from noon to
2 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 24 in Saint
Ita’s Jubilee Hall, 5500 N. Broad-
way.

Offered will be food, support,
and information on what domes-
tic violence is and how it affects
our community and how to get
help for yourself or others who
may be in need.

FBI studies show that women
make up roughly 74.5% of all do-
mestic violence victims. Men are
statistically less likely to report
domestic abuse or seek police as-
sistance due to social stigma, fear
of not being believed, or male ar-
rest bias, meaning official police
records skew higher toward male-
perpetrated incidents. Research
also shows that intimate partner
violence occurs in gay or same-
sex couples at rates comparable
to or higher than in heterosexual
relationships

Advance registration is request-
ed, for immediate help call 877-
863-6338.

‘ Letter to the Editor

We need
livers and kidneys

I was opposed to the introduc-
tion of rental electric scooters and
bicycles from the start. However,
I have seen the light and have
changed my mind. With so many
reckless and impaired riders get-
ting into accidents, we stand to
reap a bumper harvest of Future
Organ Donors.

Old geezers like myself depend
on these young, healthy donors
for our life-saving transplants. As
a bonus, we may get a quick drug
high to ease the assimilation pro-
cess. So I say to these young road
warriors: Slap on the earbuds,
throw over that hoodie, jump on
those wheels, and go, go, go.

John Martinez
River North

IIREFSERVICE

*';*‘5

6501 N. Clark St.

Joe Chacon / Owner

ALIGNMENT
SHOCKS
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Legally Drugged
screening
Oct. 23
at Firehouse

Director Vagabond Beau-
mont and Co-Executive
Producer Floyd Webb will
be visiting in person 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 23, at Chicago
Filmmakers, 1326 W. Holly-
wood Ave. for a screening of
“Legally Drugged.”

The movie is the story of a
Brooklyn man who becomes a
successful real estate investor
but not without some
major obstacles along the
way due to the use of antide-
pressants.

Richard Schneeberg tells
his own harrowing true story
of when he was hospitalized
for depression/insomnia and
malaise, he is given antide-
pressants, which cause him to
hallucinate, become manic,
and even become suicidal
when he loses his marriage
and custody of his child.

His hospitalizations also
left him jobless and home-
less. But through shrewd
business investments he be-
comes a multimillionaire,
owning some very desirable
real estate.

An outspoken advocate
of non-drug therapies for
the mentally ill, Schneeberg
makes a case that antidepres-
sant medications are over-
used and points out that they
can sometimes cause more
problems than they solve.

Tickets are $10, visit https://
chicagofilmmakers.org/.

Open Arms United
Worship Church

“Building Generations of Disciples”

OPEN ARMS UNITED WORSHIP CENTER
Dr. Kim C. Hill Senior Pastor
Sunday: 9:30 am Prayer 10 am Worship
10 am Kingdom Kids Place
(Nursery through 5th Grade)
Wednesday: 7 pm Prayer
7:30 pm Bible Study

817 Grace St. 773-525-8480
FREE INDOOR PARKING

OAUWCCNhicago.org

www.insideonline.com

MWAMM
BARRY:REGEN

Jim Kinney and Rodger Owen
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War-Chicago groups themselves.
The evening of laughs with Sein-
feld at the iconic Chicago Theatre
was, of course, worth price of the
ticket to the sold out show.

WRITER: Nico Sansegraw,
Edgewater writer and barber
in Old Town, has spent the past
several years pursuing different
creative projects. He recently co-
wrote his first original song, “Play
Pretend,” with Nashville-based
recording artist Justin Green,
who also performs on the track.
The song officially releases Nov.
9 to all streaming platforms. He
is also producing a music video
for the song, and is filming in and
around Edgewater. Keep an eye
and ear out for him.

UNIONIZE: Months after for-
mer President Barack Obama’s
museum’s opening this summer,
disgruntled employees at the mu-
seum announced they are union-
izing. Workers cite reductions in
benefits, health insurance cuts,
reduced paid time off, and no
expected winter pay raises. Fre-
quent departures of colleagues
have drained institutional knowl-
edge and left remaining employ-
ees overwhelmed.

NEWS: Congrats to Lynn
Sweet celebrating 50 years at
the Sun-Times, a fine observer
and writer. What would we do
without her? And a happy 96th
birthday to the Tribune’s former
golden business writer Carol
Kleinman.

SMASH: Pencil in the Pump-
kin Smash 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 7 at Lakeview High
School. This is a fun way to com-
post your pumpkins and keep
them from being smashed in your
front yard by pranksters. All you
need to do is bring your pumpkin.
There is also a smash Nov. 7 at
LaSalle II Magnet School, 1148

verrationl Fabibias b,
or dipcieaess and
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Stephanie Leese Emrich, Geof Emrich

and Georgia Leese.

Sarah Q. CRane with Peter Mark and and Dragon.

N. Honore St.

BOOZE: SINTAX is a new
vodka distilled in Chicago, start-
ed by a banker, two doctors and
a lawyer. None of them came
from the liquor business, but all
of them did graduate with student
debt. So 15% of their profits goes
into a pot, and whenever the pot
can cover a payment, they draw a
name on Instagram and pay one
month of that person’s student
loans, up to $1,000. The draw-
ing is open to Illinois residents 21
and older. You don’t have to buy a
bottle to enter.

BEAR DOWN: Coach Mike
Ditka was full of life for 86 years.
I don’t know how many football
quarters that adds up to, but it’s a
measured attempt to understand
the unmeasurable humanity of a
man so bold and in sync with the
City of Chicago itself. A flesh and
blood man of strategies, surpris-
ing opportunities and faith. No
not perfect, but as with all of us,
in God’s image. He deserves now
his victory in heaven.

WHO’S WHERE: Ann and
Kevin Garvey celebrated 60 years
of marriage with their children,
Tim, Julie and husband Marc
and Jim and wife Kim at the Ho-
tel Californian in Santa Barbara. ..
Kean and Meaghan Addington
have announced that “Pheasant
Pie” is back on the menu for Oc-
tober at Tortoise Supper Club at
Marina City... Lisa Manning-
Shure hangs up her apron after
cooking her last seniors luncheon
Oct. 21 at the Niedersachsen Club
in Lincoln Square... Sherrill
Bodine finally made it to NAIA,
the new Mediterranean restau-
rant on the Riverwalk everyone’s
talking about... Irene Michaels
very proud of Bunny Frum at the
street dedication of her husband,
Howard Frum, not one street but

Mike Ditka

three... Geof Emrich, Stepha-
nie Leese Emrich and Georgia
Leese were at the Chicago Sym-
phony to engage with Maestro
Klaus Makela... Sean Eshaghy
dining with parents Dr. and Mrs.
Carol Eshaghy at Soho House...
A special birthday lunch with
friends and wife Melinda for the
famed Lucien Lagrange at Gib-
son’s Steakhouse with some lus-
cious champagne... Jim Kinney
on Lake Michigan with “skipper”
Rodger Owen... Fred Winston
is being inducted into the Radio
Hall of Fame... Sarah Q. Crane
enjoying an Indian Summer lake-
front holiday lunch with Dragon
and Peter Mark... Bobbi Panter
visiting the Fendi Apartment in
Paris... Atthe finale of the beloved
White Sox season was Drew and
Kelly Barton Coxhead, Casey
Hopkins and Ryan Rosenberg
faithful to the end... Brit Scott
and Brenda Jacobson at LaCo-
lonial for pizza...Brian Roddy
with Tedd Greenwood-White,
Honey Garcia, Brendan Balof,
Ritch Fisher, Nick Bebee, Ron-
ald Sand Joop Inde, JB Smith,
Bradley Thomas, Norbert
Greenwood-White, Calvin
Drent and Dave Rasmussen
rolling with Lake Michigan’s
waves at the Sidetrack Staff out-

HEIRLOOM BOOKS
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ing... Cynthia Espy celebrating
the 50th anniversary of Kappa
Alpha Theda at UVA abounding
in memories... Dr. Julia Gold
celebrating two years in family
medicine physician as the founder
of Encore Concierge Medicine...
Nanthanat Lertsirisuphakron
in Thailand... Mark Olley at-
tended Adam Umbach’s current
exhibition at the Carousel Gallery
on Superior St.... restauranteur
Ciro Longobardo of Piccolo
Sogno is in Rome and Vatican
City on business... Sherry Lea
Fox was at Sanctuary Camelback
Mountain in Arizona.

THE LIGHTHOUSE: Chi-
cago Lighthouse event was a huge
success. Such a great cause. Con-
gratulations to cochairs Candace
Jordan, and Kathy Piccone and
Tracey Tarantino Dibuono, the
event producer.

GELATO: He’s done it again.
Michael Compo of Mart Antho-
ny’s Italian eatery has fashioned a
new gelato, banana and chocolate,
an exquisite surprise. People are
crazy for his homemade gelato.
By trade he is a fine wine expert,
that’s the reason the vino is so
wondrous there. And now this
young foodie is branching out.
How proud Grandpapa, Mart
Anthony Compo would be.

DUCK INN: Have you ever
eaten at Kevin Hickey’s Duck Inn
in Bridgeport at 2701 S. Eleanor
St.,? We had one of the most su-
perb dinners there. His sensibility
and knowledge of what food can
do is breathtaking. Chef/owner
Hickey is a remarkable kitchen
master.

OUT: All illegal migrants in
Spanish territory must return to
their country of origin “as soon
as possible,” said King Felipe VI
of Spain on Oct. 13 during his of-
ficial visit to Ceuta. The Spanish
King and his wife, Queen Letizia,
were in Ceuta for the first time in
19 years since former King Juan
Carlos I visited the city in 2007.

Here at the fulcrum of us all,
the feather of truth against the
soul is weighed, and had better
be found to balance, lest our
enterprise collapse in silence.

- Howard Nemerov

tog515@gmail.com



North America’s longest-running com-
petitive film festival, the Chicago Inter-
national Film Festival continues its 62-
year-long tradition of bringing together
filmmakers, scholars, artists, and industry
professionals with this year’s competition.

The juries will award Gold and Silver
Hugos in International, New Directors,
Documentary, OutLook, Chicago Award,
and Short Film competitions during this
year’s Festival, which is running now
through Oct. 25.

Filmmaker and graphic artist Michael
Kutza founded Cinema/Chicago in 1964
to provide an alternative to the commer-
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Chicago International Film Festival now underway

cial Hollywood movies that dominated the
city’s theaters.

The Festival opened in 1965 at the
Carnegie Theater, where King Vidor, Bette
Davis, and Stanley Kramer were hon-
ored for their contributions to American
cinema.

Since then, the Festival has grown to
become a world-renowned annual event.
The Festival’s popular City and State
program, highlighting films with deep ties
to Illinois and Chicago, will present the
world premiere of director Frankie Nasso’s
Ever After.

Michelin-starred Chef Curtis Duffy

RATTIEST fromp. 3

than a strict population count.

Based on the city’s 311 data, in 2025,
West Town (2,116 baiting complaints)
was the rattiest area of town, followed by
Lakeview (1,762 complaints), and Portage
Park (1,615). Logan Square, Lincoln Park
and Wicker Park also scored high.

According to urban wildlife scientists
at the Lincoln Park Zoo’s Urban Wildlife
Institute [UWI], which has monitored the
city’s rat population since 2018, the city’s
consistently high ranking actually indi-
cates high vigilance among Chicago resi-
dents.

“Since Chicago is a large city, it is not
surprising the pest control services are
routinely requested, but it is nice to see
that residents are reporting their rat sight-
ings,” said Maureen Murray, a scientific
researcher at the zoo’s UWI.

Murray considers it to be a positive when
people report rat sightings. That is an in-
dication, she says, that something positive
can be done about a problem and can lead
to a decrease in the overall rat population.

Rats are voracious omnivores. Not only
do they eat human garbage, they also prey
on many of the endemic small mammals
and birds (including eggs) found in the
Chicago area and wreak havoc on their
populations.

“People are more likely to complain
when they have faith the city is going to do
something about it,” Murray said.

She added there is more progress to be
made in getting residents to actually file
reports, since only about 36% actually do
sO.

Rats thrive in areas with supplemental
food from garbage and where clutter, also
known as harborage, provides shelter and
cover. Zoo researchers record these habitat
features in alleys that are likely to attract
rats. The results: alleys with more un-con-
tained garbage tend to have more rats, said
Murray.

Brown rats (Rattus norvegicus), also
known as Norway rats, are the rat species
found throughout the city. An invasive spe-
cies believed to have originated in China,
brown rats arrived aboard European ships

in the 1700s. Considered to be the most
successful urban wildlife species in the
world, brown rats are now found on every
continent, except Antarctica. They thrive
in cities, especially inside buildings and
sewer networks. Brown rats are responsible
for untold damage to residential and com-
mercial properties, often chewing through
metal pipes and electrical wires.

According to researchers at the Univ.
of Illinois-Urbana Champaign, brown rats
carry many pathogens, including hantavi-
rus, Hepatitis E and bacteria such as Lep-
tospira, Bartonella and Rickettsia. In ad-
dition, they carry endo- and ectoparasites
such as fleas, lice, protozoans and trema-
tode worms.

“People are more likely

to complain when they have
faith the city is going

to do something about it,”
Maureen Murray said.

In the 1300s, black rats (a different but
related species) helped spread the bacte-
rium Yersina pestis. This bacterium lives
inside Oriental rat fleas, which are often
found living on black rats; Y. pestis caused
the bubonic plague, the most deadly pan-
demic in history.

Between 1346-1353, it is believed an
estimated 25 to 50 million people died in
Europe, which was about 30-60% of the
population.

Throughout the state, the brown rat is
the largest rodent encountered on land.
Brown rats have grayish fur on the belly
and yellow-brown fur on the back, grizzled
with black. The larger (and endemic) musk-
rat (Ondatra zibethicus) is associated with
marshes and other bodies of water and are
easy to distinguish from brown rats as they
are dark brown in color, according to Uni-
versity of Illinois scientists.

Each year, in the United State, billions of
dollars are spent to manage rats, according
to the zoo’s UWI biologists.

Founded in 1901, Atlanta-based Or-
kin has locations throughout the country,
including the Chicago area.
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The 62™
Chicago
International

Film Festival

October 14-25, 2026

launches a new world-class restaurant dur-
ing a pandemic in the relentless pursuit of
culinary perfection amid a personal reck-
oning.

For the full slate of films and programs
presented at the Festival, visit: www.
chicagofilmfestival.com.

The Festival’s in-person tributes have
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honored such international luminaries as
Frangois Truffaut, Orson Welles, Sophia
Loren, Rainer Werner Fassbinder, Satyajit
Ray, Howard Hawks, George Cukor, Spike
Lee, Lucino Visconti, Faye Dunaway,
Clint Eastwood, Steven Spielberg, Quentin
Tarantino, Sidney Poitier, Patrice Chéreau,
Ron Howard, J.A. Bayona, Viola Davis,
Bruce Dern, and Kevin Kline.

Over the years, the Festival has intro-
duced creative new directors like Martin
Scorsese, Wim Wenders, Bertrand Taver-
nier, Margarethe von Trotta, and Krzysztof
Kieslowski, among many others, to Chica-
go. The Festival is also dedicated to show-
casing films made by filmmakers from
across the state of Illinois.

Traveling exhibit examines
U.S. concentration camp in Texas

The Japanese American Service Com-
mittee is hosting a special exhibit called
“Crystal City: America’s Last WWII Con-
centration Camp” - a traveling exhibit that
tells the story of wartime incarceration in
South Texas. The exhibit at 5700 N. Lin-
coln Ave., and runs through Nov. 20.

The Crystal City Family Internment
Camp in Texas was the location at which
immigrants and their children in Latin
American countries were incarcerated dur-
ing World War II, the period in which the
U.S. government also imprisoned Ameri-
can immigrants from Japan, Germany, and
Italy, as well as American citizens of Japa-
nese ancestry.

Operating from 1942-1948, this prison
was created to reunite families separated
across multiple detention sites. By the time
they arrived in Crystal City, most were
bound for repatriation to Japan, Germany,

or Italy. Many would be traded in Prisoner-
of-War exchanges to retrieve U.S. civilians
trapped behind enemy lines when the war
began.

The site was also used to imprison Latin
Americans of Japanese, German, and Ital-
ian heritage, who were kidnapped from
Central and South America. Some were
forcibly deported to Axis countries, while
others navigated the immigration courts
and won their right to remain in the U.S.

This exhibit covers topics related to daily
life within the Crystal City prison camp.
Through individual family narratives, it ex-
plores the journeys of Japanese American,
German American, and Latin American
internees before and after the war. At its
core, the exhibit raises important questions
about citizenship, ethnicity, and belonging
during a time of conflict.
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Arts in the Dark Halloween Parade to return to original location along Columbus Dr.

On Saturday, Oct. 24, LUMAS
will be hosting the 12th An-
nual Arts in the Dark Halloween
Parade, a Halloween event fea-
turing unique floats, spectacle
puppets, and all forms of creative
performance.

Due to the growth of the parade,
Arts in the Dark triumphantly re-
turns to its original larger loca-
tion along Columbus Dr., with
the parade stepping off at Balbo

Dr. and marching north through
Jackson Blvd. from 6-8 p.m.

This evening procession cel-
ebrates Halloween as the “artist’s
holiday” and draws together par-
ticipants from cultural organiza-
tions, youth programs, and other
artists in every field.

This year, the parade hopes
to entertain an audience of over
100,000 attendees. Food trucks
will be parked along the east side

INSIDE PUBLICATIONS

of the parade route, and vendors
will be open along the west side
before the parade begins.

Attendees are encouraged to
come in costume and join the
spirit of the parade — whether
channeling a favorite classic Hal-
loween look or debuting an origi-
nal, one-of-a-kind creation.

“I am proud that our parade
has grown over the past years, so
much so that we need more space

to accommodate the dozens of
new and returning arts organiza-
tions that participate,” said Mark
Kelly, Arts in the Dark Parade
Co-Founder. “The creativity
brought with such verve year af-
ter year is always a tribute to our
city, and this year’s event will be
no exception.”

While it is a ‘Halloween’ pa-
rade, the participants are not
bound by a ‘Halloween’ theme;

each group is invited to showcase
who they are with music, dance,
costumes, and other dramatic vi-
sual elements.

These groups capture Chica-
go’s cultural landscape including
film, photography, museums, vi-
sual arts, theatre, architecture and
many others.

For more information, visit
www.luma8.org.

P
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“No job is too big or too small—
we handle them all.”

Junk we remove:

* Furniture/appliance pickup

+ Residential cleanouts:
homes, garages,
attics & basements

« Commercial cleanouts:
offices, retail stores

+ Construction debris
removal

+ Eco-friendly recycling
and donations (TVs,
any type of electronics)

Serving the greater Chicagoland Area

POLICE BEAT fromp. 6

rested him nearby.

Prosecutors said Junious's crimi-
nal record also includes felony con-
victions for theft in 2014, residential
burglary in 2012, robbery in 2010,
and possession of a stolen motor ve-
hicle in 2010.

Eight years after Pride Parade
video went viral, court rejects
woman'’s bid for damages
from city, cop who shoved
her to ground

Eight years after a viral video
showed a woman shaking on the
ground after being shoved by a Chi-
cago cop during a post-Pride Parade
confrontation in Lakeview, a federal
appeals court has rejected the wom-
an’s efforts to win damages from the
officer and the city.

Breah Bedford argued that mis-
takes made during her civil trial un-
fairly influenced the jury, including
testimony suggesting she might
have faked her seizure-like episodes
after the fall. But a three-judge panel
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Seventh Circuit ruled that the trial
judge’s decisions did not justify or-
dering a new trial. COPA, the Civil-
ian Office of Police Accountability,
cleared the cop in 2020.

When the incident unfolded
around 9:30 p.m. June 24, 2018, Of-

ficer Brandon Dewitt and other of-
ficers were in their fifth hour of try-
ing to maintain order along Belmont
Ave. where large, lingering crowds
sparked a series of fights following
the parade.

The confrontation happened
shortly after 9 p.m. June 24, 2018,
outside Big City Tap, a bar on Bel-
mont Ave. just west of Sheffield Ave.,
owned by Joseph Plewa. Bedford,
who was 18 at the time, and Simone
Jones, her then-20-year-old friend,
were among a group gathered on
the sidewalk when, they alleged, Ple-
wa used racial slurs and told them to
“go back to the South Side” after de-
manding that they move away from
his business. Plewa denied using ra-
cial slurs but acknowledged that he
and his security staff told the group
to move.

The situation escalated when Ple-
wa dragged Jones into an outside
vestibule and held her down, officials
said. Bedford began hitting Plewa
and his bouncers with a bra and plas-
tic necklace, trying to get them off
Jones, according to the court’s ac-
count of trial testimony.

When Chicago police officers ar-
rived, cellphone videos captured De-
Witt approaching Bedford from be-
hind and shoving her to the ground.
Bedford hit the pavement and began
violently spasming. Bystanders re-
acted angrily, with one asking, “Why

you slam her like that?” and another
shouting, “She’s having a seizure!”
DeWitt's body-worn camera was not
recording at the time.

An ambulance took Bedford to II-
linois Masonic Medical Center, where
she spent two days, including time
in the intensive care unit. A psychia-
trist diagnosed her with a condition
that can cause seizure-like episodes
without epilepsy. The episodes can
happen involuntarily, without the
person choosing to have them.

But a defense expert, neurologist
Dr. Alan Shepard, testified that the
episodes could also be voluntary. He
described examples of people faking
medical problems, including some-
one pretending to be injured after
slipping outside a Target store and
someone faking a seizure to avoid ar-
rest. Bedford argued that the exam-
ples encouraged jurors to think she
was faking her condition to help her
lawsuit, even though Shepard did
not directly accuse her of doing so.

The appeals court called the ex-
pert testimony the most difficult
issue in the case, warning that such
examples can lead jurors to question
a plaintiff’s credibility. But the judges
said Shepard’s testimony did not
warrant a new trial because he had
not directly claimed Bedford was fak-
ing her symptoms.

The panel also upheld the admis-
sion of testimony from a nurse who

treated Bedford at the hospital. The
nurse described Bedford as combat-
ive with staff, said she tried to leave
against medical advice and recount-
ed an alleged racial threat — “I'm
going to kill that Asian b****” — that
Bedford made against her. Bedford
denied making the threat.

Bedford also argued that jurors
should have heard the audio from
cellphone videos recorded during
the confrontation. The videos, which
were muted for playback at trial, cap-
tured bystanders questioning DeW-
itt’s actions and saying Bedford was
having a seizure. The appeals court
agreed with the trial judge's decision
to exclude the audio because the
witnesses’ emotional reactions and
unconfirmed medical conclusions
could unfairly influence jurors.

The panel also upheld the exclu-
sion of records detailing 10 previous
use-of-force incidents involving De-
Witt, most of which involved Black
civilians. Bedford argued the records
could help show racial bias, but the
judges said they risked distracting ju-
rors with unrelated incidents.

The jury rejected Bedford’s claims
against both DeWitt and Plewa. It
found Plewa and his business respon-
sible for injuries suffered by Jones,
however, awarding her slightly more
than $120,000 in damages.

— Compiled by CWBChicago.com
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing
Plaintiff,

V.-

Michelle J. Ricci; Michelle J. Ricci as Trustee of the
Michelle J. Ricci Living Trust dated November 9,
2011; James R. Follett as Trustee of the Michelle
J. Ricci Living Trust dated November 9, 2011; 900-
910 Lake Shore Drive Condominium Association;
Unknown Owners and Nonrecord Claimants
Defendants.

2025CH11303

900 N LAKESHORE DR UNIT 2303, CHICAGO,
IL 60611

NOTICE OF SALE PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure
and Sale entered in the above cause on 7/24/2026,
an agent of Auction.com, LLC will conduct the On-
line Only auction at www.auction.com, with the bid-
ding window opening on 11/30/2026 at 10:00 AM
CDT and closing on December 2, 2026 at 10:00 AM
subject to extension, and will sell at public sale to
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following
described real estate.

Commonly known as 900 N LAKESHORE DR UNIT
2303, CHICAGO, IL 60611

Property Index No. 17-03-215-013-1391

The real estate is improved with a Condominium.
The judgment amount was $248,551.27 Sale
Terms: Full Sale Terms are available on the prop-
erty page at www.auction.com by entering 900 N
LAKESHORE DR UNIT 2303 into the search bar.

If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, the winning
bidder must pay the full bid amount within twenty-
four (24) hours of the auction's end. All payments
must be certified funds. No third-party checks will
be accepted. All bidders will need to register at
www.auction.com prior to placing a bid. The subject
property is subject to general real estate taxes, spe-
cial assessments, or special taxes levied against
said real estate and is offered for sale without any
representation as to quality or quantity of title and
without recourse to plaintiff and in "AS IS" condi-
tion. The sale is further subject to confirmation by
the court. Upon payment in full of the amount bid,
the purchaser will receive a certificate of sale that
will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real es-
tate after confirmation of the sale. The property will
NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes no
representation as to the condition of the property,
prospective bidders are admonished to check the
court file to verify all information. If this property is
a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at
the foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall
pay the assessments and the legal fees required by
the Condominium property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9 (g)
(I) and (g)(4). If this property is a condominium unit
which is part of a common interest community, the
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale other
than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments re-
quired by the Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS
605/18.5(g-1). IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO
REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AF-
TER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION,
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701 (C)

OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE
LAW. For information, contact Plaintiffs attorney:
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES PC 6307945300 please
refer to file number 14-25-07032. Auction.com,
LLC 100 N LaSalle St., Suite 1400, Chicago, IL
60602 - 872-225-4985 You can also visit www.
auction.com. Attorney File No. 14-25-07032 Case
Number: 2025CH11303 NOTE: PURSUANT TO
THE FAIR DEBT COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT,
YOU ARE ADVISED THAT PLAINTIFF'S ATTOR-
NEY IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR
THAT PURPOSE.

13295488

212121

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
HINSDALE BANK & TRUST COMPANY N.A.
Plaintiff,

-
DENISE R. DYER, AS TRUSTEE AND/OR HER
SUCCESSORS OF THE DRD6 TRUST, U/T/A
DATED SEPTEMBER 19, 2024 A/K/A TRUST
NUMBER 2024DK8437, DENISE R DYER, ROB-
ERT G DYER, THE 401 EAST ONTARIO CONDO-
MINIUM ASSOCIATION, UNKNOWN OWNERS
AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS

Defendants

2025CH05940

401 E ONTARIO STREET UNIT 2309

CHICAGO, IL 60611

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on August 10, 2026, an agent for
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on
November 17, 2026, at The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R,
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following
described real estate:

Commonly known as 401 E ONTARIO STREET
UNIT 2309, CHICAGO, IL 60611

Property Index No. 17-10-208-017-1188

The real estate is improved with a condominium.
Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff,
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted.
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special
assessments, or special taxes levied against said
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without
recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS" condition. The
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished

to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, examine the court file, CODILIS &
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.

15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527

630-794-5300

E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com

Attorney File No. 14-25-03576

Attorney ARDC No. 00468002

Attorney Code. 21762

Case Number: 2025CH05940

TJSC#: 46-1885

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used for
that purpose.

Case # 2025CH05940

13295632

141414

070707

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

Rogers Park Township Real Estate For Sale
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
TOWD POINT MORTGAGE TRUST 2017-3, U.S.
BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS INDEN-
TURE TRUSTEE

Plaintiff,

V-

JOSE R. GONZALEZ, ILLINOIS HOUSING DE-
VELOPMENT AUTHORITY, 6528 N. FRANCISCO
CONDO ASSOCIATION

Defendants

2024 CH 07717

6528 N FRANCISCO AVE, UNIT 1E

CHICAGO, IL 60645

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on January 5, 2026, an agent for
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM
on December 1, 2026, at The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R,
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following
described real estate:

Commonly known as 6528 N FRANCISCO AVE,
UNIT 1E, CHICAGO, IL 60645

Property Index No. 10-36-317-019-0000 &10-36-
317-041-1002

The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $217,090.19.

Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff,
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales

Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted.
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special
assessments, or special taxes levied against said
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without
recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS" condition. The
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a

government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact CHAD LEWIS, ROBERT-
SON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE & PART-
NERS, PLLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 6400 SHAFER
CT, STE 325, ROSEMONT, IL, 60018 (561) 241-
6901. Please refer to file number 24-216799.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

CHAD LEWIS

ROBERTSON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE &
PARTNERS, PLLC

6400 SHAFER CT, STE 325

ROSEMONT IL, 60018

561-241-6901

E-Mail: ILMAIL@RASLG.COM

Attorney File No. 24-216799

Attorney ARDC No. 6306439

Attorney Code. 65582

Case Number: 2024 CH 07717

TJSC#: 46-71

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case #2024 CH 07717
13295381

212121

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
MSR Asset Vehicle LLC

Plaintiff,

R
Charles Wadee; 1529-37 W. Farwell Condominium
Association; Unknown Heirs and Legatees of James
Wadee; Unknown Owners and Nonrecord Claim-
ants; NaaLomoley A. Sahin as Independent Ad-
ministrator of the Estate of James Abbam Wadee,
Deceased; Jennifer Gonsalves; Helen Gyamfi; Flor-
ence Agyeman; Kodjo Wadee; Elizabeth Kuntuah;
Josephine Wadee; Alison Wadee

Defendants.

2024CH05935

1531 W Farwell Ave Unit 1N, Chicago, IL 60626
NOTICE OF SALE PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure
and Sale entered in the above cause on 7/13/2026,
an agent of Auction.com, LLC will conduct the On-
line Only auction at www.auction.com, with the bid-
ding window opening on 11/23/2026 at 10:00 AM
CDT and closing on November 25, 2026 at 10:00
AM subject to extension, and will sell at public sale
to the highest bidder, as set forth below, the follow-
ing described real estate.

Commonly known as 1531 W Farwell Ave Unit 1N,
Chicago, IL 60626

Property Index No. 11-32-120-038-1007

The real estate is improved with a Residential
Property. The judgment amount was $181,620.51
Sale Terms: Full Sale Terms are available on the
property page at www.auction.com by entering
1531 W Farwell Ave Unit 1N into the search bar. If
sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, the winning
bidder must pay the full bid amount within twenty-
four (24) hours of the auction's end. All payments
must be certified funds. No third-party checks will be
accepted. All bidders will need to register at www.
auction.com prior to placing a bid. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special
assessments, or special taxes levied against said
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without
recourse to plaintiff and in "AS IS" condition. The
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchas-
er will receive a certificate of sale that will entitle the
purchaser to a deed to the real estate after confirma-
tion of the sale. The property will NOT be open for
inspection and plaintiff makes no representation as
to the condition of the property, prospective bidders
are admonished to check the court file to verify all
information. If this property is a condominium unit,
the purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale,
other than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments
and the legal fees required by the Condominium
property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9 (g)() and (g)(4). If this
property is a condominium unit which is part of a
common interest community, the purchaser of the
unit at the foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee
shall pay the assessments required by the Condo-

minium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1). IF
YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701 (C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW. For informa-
tion, contact Plaintiffs attorney: CODILIS & ASSO-
CIATES PC 6307945300 please refer to file number
14-24-03724. Auction.com, LLC 100 N LaSalle St.,
Suite 1400, Chicago, IL 60602 - 872-225-4985 You
can also visit www.auction.com. Attorney File No.
14-24-03724 Case Number: 2024CH05935 NOTE:
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLECTION
PRACTICES ACT, YOU ARE ADVISED THAT
PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY IS DEEMED TO BE A
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
13295337

141414

070707

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700
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To place an ad, call 773-465-9700 or email:

insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com

Deadline: 5pm Mondays

Autos Wanted

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax
deductible. Call 800-245-0398

Commercial Space for Rent

Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 800 to
1000 square feet, $15 per foot / UP. Three-year
lease @ $15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven
funds. 773-772-0808 please leave message.

North Michigan Ave.
Buyer O{ Gold & Colﬂ COHeC“OmS

BRIAN ANDREW & ASSOC.

« In business over 40 years «

333 North Michigan Ave.
Suite 1032

. Chicago, Il 60601

LN 312541 8320

We can come tg'you
www.andrewcoin.com

Furniture Removal/

Junk Removal

A Red’s Hauling Service
Removal of unwanted items
from Basements, Garages, Attics,
Businesses, Estate Clearance
Senior Citizen Discount
FREE ESTIMATES
773-616-0979
redshaulingservice.com

Pilsen Express Junk Removal
Serving the greater
Chicagoland Area
Junk removal we cover
* Furniture/appliance pickup
+ Residential cleanouts (homes, garages,
attics, basements)

+ Commercial cleanouts
(offices, retail stores)

+ Construction debris removal
« Eco-friendly recycling
and donations
(TVs, any type of electronics)
“No job is too big or too small—we
handle them all.” Affordable rates.
Call or send a photo to
(312) 961-0498
for a fast & free quote!

e
J . R::nod el
Safety. Style.

Stress-Free
Installation.

CALL NOW

1.866.753.9521

Add1 s s, Ofersbfct o chnge
nvary by dske Expres 122712,

Heating & Cooling Miscellaneous cont.

ALL HOME
PROJECTS

Heating & Cooling
Any Repairs
New Installations
Electrical
Senior Discounts
Licensed and Insured

708-680-6161

Janitorial

3::" 4 |
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Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rat-
ing COMMON AREAS CLEANING-
OFFICE CLEANING - CARPET
CLEANING +« POWER WASHING -
SNOW REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Miscellaneous

Consumer Cellular - same reliable, nationwide cov-
erage as large carriers. No long-term contract or
hidden fees, free activation. All plans unlimited talk
& text starting at just $20/mo. 877-751-0866

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom
bath or shower in as little as 1-day. Limited time,
waving all installation costs! Additional terms apply.
Subject to change & vary by dealer. Ends soon.
844-501-3208

Need cash quickly? We buy houses in any condi-
tion. Get a fair cash offer within 24 hours! Call today.
Liz Buys Houses: 833-359-4707

No more cleaning gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter
backed by no-clog guarantee & lifetime warranty.
Call 1-833-610-1936 to schedule FREE inspection/
estimate. Get 15% off your entire order. Military &
Seniors get additional 10% off. Limited time. Re-
strictions apply, see rep for details.

Peace of mind & early detection - Now more than
ever, it's important to get screened for Stroke &
Cardiovascular Disease risk. Life Line Screening is
simple & painless. 833-970-4172

Reach millions of homes nationwide with one easy,
affordable buy in the ADS Network! For more infor-
mation  www.communitypublishers.com/category/
all-products

SunSetter. America’s Number One Awning! Instant
shade at the touch of a button. Transform your deck
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year limited
warranty. Save $350 today! 855-914-1148

TOP DOLLAR PAID for old vintage guitars! Gibson,
Fender, Martin, Grecsch, Rickenbacker, Epiphone,
Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. Call 866-433-8277

Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage located at
730 West Lake Street, Chicago, IL, 312-876-2000,

is opening lockers:

3500E- Mentor, Marvin
4120G-Tajak, Ali

3415G-Trujillo, Henry

for public sale.
This sale is to be held on
Tuesday, October 29, 2026, at 2:00PM.
Cash payments only.

CHESTNUT ORGANIZING
AND CLEANING SERVICES:
Especially for people who
need an organizing service
because of depression,
elderly, physical or mental
challenges or other causes
for your home’s clutter,
disorganization, dysfunction,
etc. We can organize for the
downsizing of your current
possessions to more easily
move into a smaller home.
With your help, we can
organize and clean for the
deceasedin lieu of having the
bereaved needing to do the
preparation to sell or rent the
deceased’s home. We are
absolutely not judgemental;
we’ve seen and done “worse”
than your job assignement.
With your help,
can we please help you?
Chestnut Cleaning Service:
312-332-5575
www.ChestnutCleaning.com

Sports Collectibles

& Memorabilia

sOX
BEARS, CUBS
Hot Collectibles, Memorabilia
+ Framed Pennant
1959 Chicago White Sox
American League Champs
+ 1985 Bears Team Large Placard
(30x35x1/4”)
+ Bears Soft Hat - from Italy!
+ Gale Sayers Football, Autographed
+ Jimmy Piersall - signed baseball
1955 “Fear Strikes Out”
+ Famous “Bottom of the 7th”
by Norman Rockwell

Contact mike.sungloss@gmail.com

Cook County - Chicago

Nice room w/ stove, fridge
& bath. Near ALDI,
Walgreens, beach, Red
Line & buses. Elevator &
Laundry. $149/wk and up.
773-275-4442

BIG ROOM with stove,
fridge, bath & nice wood
floors. Near Red Line &
Buses. Elevator & Laundry,
Shopping. $139/wk.
773-561-4970

Clean room, refrigerator,
microwave, near Oak Park,
Food-For-Less, Walmart,
Walgreens, Laundry,
Buses and Metra.
$140.00 a week and up.
$595.00 a month and up.
773-637-5957

Success isn't permanent and failure isn’t fatal. — Mike Ditka

s

uys

Need Cash Quickly?

cash offer

833-359-4707

Transform
Your Bathroom |
and Change
Your Life.

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-417-1306
&y safestep

2. Camot b o Wi any e o Mantrstrictions
oy CoLB 1087165 NSCS DDB2099 008345 1SVHTIOB6000

CONTRACTOR

Midwest
General

Contractor

REPAIRS
ROOFS * GUTTERS
CARPENTRY « WINDOWS
SIDING * DOORS
Call John
(312) 301-9980

i K D s i
*SUPERIOR EYECAREM
SINCE 1987
MAKING GLASSES -
Lens & Frame - IN 1 HOUR
for as low as $200

Eye Exam with
3-Month SPH Contacis
only $120
We Accept Care Credit

PAINTING

DADRASS
PAINTING

KITCHEN & BATH
REMODELING

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

* FREE ESTIMATES *
847-749-8227

847-291-9091
DADRASSPAINTING@YAH00.COM

TOOL LIQUIDATION

1 TOOL

I LIQUIDATION

Welder Generator

Drain Rodder

Ridgid Threading Machine
Tank Torch Set

Ridgid Plumbing Tools

1773-818-0808|

SRR 7735251601
1152 W. Diversey Parkway

101supplyok@gmail.com
RECYCLED + CHEAP
I NN N - - -

TUCKPOINTING

ACCURATE
EXTERIOR
& MASONRY

Specializing in Tuckpointing
Chimneys, Brick Work, Lintel,
Parapet Walls, Parging,
City Violations & Roofing.
Rated “A” on Angie’s List
Licensed and Insured
Free Estimate

773-592-4535

(10S14A)

ark’s=

Tuckpointing &
Remodeling Co, Inc.
+ TUCKPOINTING - BRICKWORK
- MASONRY - CHIMNEY
- MASONRY VIOLATIONS CORRECTED
* LINTEL REPLACEMENT
+ ROOFING - PARAPET WALLS
+ GUTTERS + SOFFIT/FASCIA

10% DISCOUNT
FREE ESTIMATES - INSURED

(773) 774-0444

www.MarksTuckpointing.com

VIST OUR SHOWROOM TODAY

ADVANCED WINDOW CORP.

AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN WINDOWS & DOORS
MANUFACTURING & SALES

ASS & SCREEN REPAIRS

4935 W. Le Moyne St., Chicago, IL 60651
773-379-3500 www.advancedwindow.com

Lakeview Township Real Estate For Sale

“ Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

“ Real Estate For Sale H

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
The Huntington National Bank

Plaintiff

vs.

The Huntington National Bank f/k/a TCF National
Bank, a National Banking Association; Unknown
Owners and Non-Record Claimants; 3600 Condo-
minium Association; Andrew Mirecki; The Unknown
Heirs and Legatees of Leszek Mirecki, deceased;
Andrew Mirecki, as Independent Administrator of
the Estate of Leszek Mirecki, deceased

Defendant

25 CH 12297

CALENDAR 59

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to
a Judgment of Foreclosure entered in the above
entitied cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion will on November 30, 2026, at the hour 11:00
a.m., Intercounty's office, 120 West Madison Street,
Suite 718A, Chicago, IL 60602, sell, in person, to
the highest bidder for cash, the following described
mortgaged real estate:

P.IN. 14-21-110-020-1441.

Commonly known as 3600 NORTH LAKE SHORE
DRIVE, UNIT 2019, CHICAGO, IL 60613.

The real estate is: condominium residence. The
purchaser of the unit other than a mortgagee shall
pay the assessments and the legal fees required by
subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 189.5 of the
Condominium Property Act. Sale terms: At sale, the
bidder must have 10% (or 25% if so ordered in the
Judgment of Foreclosure) down by certified funds,
balance within 24 hours, by certified funds. No re-
funds. The property is sold AS IS subject to all liens
or encumbrances. The property will NOT be open
for inspection. Prospective bidders are admonished
to check the circuit court case record, property tax
record and the title record to verify all information
before bidding. IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO
REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION,
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(c)
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE
LAW.

For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's
Attorney, Manley Deas Kochalski LLC, One East
Wacker Drive, Suite 1250, Chicago, lllinois 60601.
(614) 220-5611. 25-026168

INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION

intercountyjudicialsales.com

13296211

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
WILMINGTON TRUST, NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE TO CITIBANK,
N.A., AS TRUSTEE FOR THE BEAR STEARNS
ALT-A TRUST, MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES SERIES 2006-4

Plaintiff,

-V,
BRANDI HENSLEY, THE BERWYN CONDO-
MINIUMS, NFP C/O BOARD OF MANAGERS,
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD
CLAIMANTS

Defendants

2023CH07059

5224 N WINTHROP AVENUE, UNIT 1B
CHICAGO, IL 60640

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on August 21, 2026, an agent for
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM
on November 23, 2026, at The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R,
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following
described real estate:

PIN: 14-08-210-025-1002

CKA: 5224-28 NORTH WINTHROP AVENUE UNIT
1B, CHICAGO IL, 60640

Commonly known as 5224 N WINTHROP AV-
ENUE, UNIT 1B, CHICAGO, IL 60640

Property Index No. 14-08-210-025-1002

The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $294,064.94.

Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff,
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted.
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special
assessments, or special taxes levied against said
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without
recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS" condition. The
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate
after confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-

ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay
the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact CHAD LEWIS, ROBERT-
SON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE & PART-
NERS, PLLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 6400 SHAFER
CT, STE 325, ROSEMONT, IL, 60018 (561) 241-
6901. Please refer to file number 23-134479.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

CHAD LEWIS

ROBERTSON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE &
PARTNERS, PLLC

6400 SHAFER CT, STE 325

ROSEMONT IL, 60018

561-241-6901

E-Mail: ILMAIL@RASLG.COM

Attorney File No. 23-134479

Attorney ARDC No. 6306439

Attorney Code. 65582

Case Number: 2023CH07059

TJSC#: 46-1952

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 2023CH07059

13296030

212121

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
EVERBANK, N.A.,

Plaintiff

vs.

DAMON RITENHOUSE, SPECIAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE OF DONALD SLACK, DECEASED; SHORE-
LINE TOWERS CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION;
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD
CLAIMANTS; LINDA CHAPMAN; UNKNOWN
HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF DONALD SLACK;
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF ELIZA-
BETH MADDEN,

Defendant

24 CH 491

CALENDAR 56

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to
a Judgment of Foreclosure entered in the above
entitied cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion will on November 23, 2026, at the hour 11:00
a.m., Intercounty's office, 120 West Madison Street,
Suite 718A, Chicago, IL 60602, sell, in person, to
the highest bidder for cash, the following described
mortgaged real estate:

P.I.N. 14-05-203-011-1242.

Commonly known as 6301 North Sheridan Road,
#18a, Chicago, IL 60660.

The real estate is: condominium residence. Sale
terms: At sale, the bidder must have 10% (or 25%
if so ordered in the Judgment of Foreclosure) down
by certified funds, balance within 24 hours, by certi-
fied funds. No refunds. The property is sold AS IS
subject to all liens or encumbrances. The property
will NOT be open for inspection. Prospective bid-
ders are admonished to check the circuit court case
record, property tax record and the title record to
verify all information before bidding. IF YOU ARE
THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR
30 DAYS AFTER THE ENTRY OF AN ORDER
OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SEC-
TION 15-1701(c) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE LAW.

For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's
Attorney, McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLP, 333
West Wacker Drive, Suite 1820, Chicago, lllinois
60606. 312-346-9088. 23-17219IL

INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION

intercountyjudicialsales.com

13295880

141414

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY,
ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
SELENE FINANCE, LP

Plaintiff,

V.-
GAVIN C. MEINSCHEIN, 3711 N. PINE GROVE
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION

Defendants

2026 CH 02823

3711 N Pine Grove Ave 1G SE

CHICAGO, IL 60613

NOTICE OF SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in
the above cause on July 14, 2026, an agent for The
Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on No-
vember 9, 2026, at The Judicial Sales Corporation,
One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, Chicago,
IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to the highest
bidder, as set forth below, the following described
real estate:

Commonly known as 3711 N Pine Grove Ave 1G
SE, CHICAGO, IL 60613

Property Index No. 14-21-106-029-1004

The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $405,517.22.

Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff,
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted.
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special
assessments, or special taxes levied against said
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without
recourse to Plaintiff and in "AS IS" condition. The
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after
confirmation of the sale.

The property will NOT be open for inspection and
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition
of the property. Prospective bidders are admonished
to check the court file to verify all information.

If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the
legal fees required by The Condominium Property
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property
is a condominium unit which is part of a common
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay

the assessments required by The Condominium
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).

IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER),
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.

You will need a photo identification issued by a
government agency (driver's license, passport,
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same
identification for sales held at other county venues
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts
foreclosure sales.

For information, contact CHAD LEWIS, ROBERT-
SON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE & PART-
NERS, PLLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 6400 SHAFER
CT, STE 325, ROSEMONT, IL, 60018 (561) 241-
6901. Please refer to file number 26-400518.

THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION

One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE

You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.

CHAD LEWIS

ROBERTSON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE &
PARTNERS, PLLC

6400 SHAFER CT, STE 325

ROSEMONT IL, 60018

561-241-6901

E-Mail: ILMAIL@RASLG.COM

Attorney File No. 26-400518

Attorney ARDC No. 6306439

Attorney Code. 65582

Case Number: 2026 CH 02823

TJSC#: 46-1677

NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect
a debt and any information obtained will be used
for that purpose.

Case # 2026 CH 02823

13295104

070707

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad
For 3 Consecutive Weeks
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700
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Italian Cultural Institute in Chicago

opens new home on Boul Mich

While Christopher Columbus
has been unceremoniously es-
corted out of the Loop, the Ital-
ians are back downtown making
a stand with the new cultural of-
fice of the Consulate General of
Italy. They marked the beginning
of the fall season with a public
open house and grand opening
celebration at its new home at 150
N. Michigan Ave.

The new facility opened on
Tuesday, Sept. 22.

Founded in 1985, the Ital-
ian Cultural Institute in Chicago
is one of six cultural institutions
of the Italian Ministry of For-
eign Affairs and International
Cooperation in the U.S. This
new location brings the Institute
closer to Chicago’s cultural hub,

enhancing their opportunities for
collaboration with other cultural
organizations.

The Institute operates as a vi-
brant source of information on
Italian life and culture, and show-
cases Italy’s classical and con-
temporary heritage, encompass-
ing art, music, cinema, design,
architecture, literature, fashion,
theater, cuisine, science and tech-
nology with workshops, special
events. The Institute also of-
fers Italian language and culture
courses at the ItalCultura school
which operates on the premises of
the Institute.

Italian history in Chicago spans
over 350 years, growing from ear-
ly explorers into one of the largest
Italian American communities in

SKYLINE

the United States. Explorer Enri-
co Tonti may have been the first,
he reportedly visited the Chicago
area in 1680.

Today, around 573,000 resi-
dents in the Chicago metropolitan
area identify as having Italian an-
cestry. We have the third-largest
Italian American community in
the United States, behind only
New York and Philadelphia.
Large numbers of Italian immi-
grants arrived in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries, settling near
Taylor St. and Grand Ave. on the
city’s West Side.

And now they’ve come down-
town.

For more information visit iic-
chicago.esteri.it/.

SUE fromp. 1

obligations for what schools must
submit to the State Board of Edu-
cation, it doesn’t place any onus
“with respect to parents or chil-
dren.”

There is a passage in the law
specifying one section “shall not
be interpreted to prevent a victim
from seeking redress under any
other available civil or criminal
law,” meaning private litigation
under that one statute isn’t the
only way to seek a remedy for
bullying victims.

Bronstein further said McK-
enna should have let him plead
a common law negligence claim
based on the BPA’s requirements,
but the panel said there is no re-
cord of a proposal to amend the
complaint in that fashion or a sug-
gestion of why such an amend-
ment should be allowed.

As to the direct liability claim
against the school, the panel
again found the complaint lack-
ing in its attempts to establish the
school took it upon itself to take a
protective role and then failed in
that task.

“No factual allegations estab-
lish how Latin School’s actions or
failings caused Nathan’s injuries,
left him worse off, or increased
the risk of harm to him,” Lamp-
kin wrote. “On that basis, plain-
tiffs cannot state a claim for the

breach of a duty that was volun-
tarily undertaken by Latin School
as an institution.”

Bronstein’s  fiduciary claim
relied on the theory the school
assumed that duty when counsel-
ors met with the child to address
mental health and bullying, then
committed a breach by failing to
stop or investigate the bullying
or to inform the Bronsteins. The
panel agreed with Judge McKen-
na that this claim was duplicative
of the insufficient duty allega-
tions foundational to the estate’s
negligence claim.

The panel also said Bronstein
failed to overcome the general
rule that the “voluntary act of sui-
cide is an independent, interven-
ing act which is unforeseeable as
a matter of law,” saying the com-
plaint doesn’t adequately allege
the school should’ve expected the
outcome when it failed to notify
the parents of the bullying or to
properly investigate and punish
other students.

According to court records,
school counselors had discussed
suicidal ideation with Nathan
based on incidents “long before
the bullying” traced to Dec. 2021
and that he specifically asked ad-
ministrators to not mention bully-
ing incidents to his parents.

“Holding Nathan’s death to be
a foreseeable result of what was
largely alleged inaction would be

an impossibly onerous standard,”
Lampkin wrote, expressing the
panel’s agreement with Judge
McKenna. “Particularly when
Nathan had not been a student at
Latin School for 28 days, during
which time he was on vacation
and in his parents’ continuous
control.”

With respect to emotional dis-
tress, Lampkin continued, “there
is a noticeable absence of allega-
tions which link any of defendant
Latin School’s actions or inac-
tions to Nathan’s mental state or
eventual suicide.”

Finally, the panel considered
the Bronsteins’ arguments they
should be allowed another chance
to amend their complaint. It re-
viewed the litigation timeline,
covering “16 months and multiple
iterations of a massive and volu-
minous complaint” before McK-
enna’s dismissal, in which he rea-
soned there were no factual gaps
to be filled that might change his
mind on which claims to stifle.

“The complaint before us is
thorough and comprehensive,’
Lampkin wrote. “It documents
in tremendous detail the numer-
ous interactions plaintiffs had
with defendants both before and
after Nathan’s death, defendants’
conduct, Nathan’s struggles and
plaintiffs’ considerable efforts to
get Nathan the help he needed.
As an illustrative example, we

Frightening tales told
at Newberry’s night
of indigenous horror

The Newberry Library will be
hosting an evening of campy in-
digenous horror stories Oct. 29
at 60 W. Walton St., courtesy of
the Univ. of Illinois Chicago Na-
tive American Support Program
[NASP].

Guests can gather around to
hear spooky stories and watch a
new short horror film produced
by Jim Terry. Terry is a Ho-
Chunk local writer and illustrator
who has called Chicago his home
for thousands of years. His graph-
ic memoir was nominated for the
LA Bookprize as well as the Ig-
natz, and his visual essay, based
on his residency at the Newberry
Library, is currently being taught
in several schools. He’s illustrated

for Marvel, Heavy Metal, Dark
Horse, and several other publica-
tions over the years.

Storytellers will share ghost
stories, spooky tales, and spin
eerie yarns. Guests will have a
free meal of Indigenous-inspired
cuisine catered by Quentin Two-
Rivers Broeffle.

Dinner will be served buffet
style from 5:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Performances will begin at 6
p-m. This event is limited to in-
dividuals age 18+ due to content
containing gore, violence, and
strong language. The evening is
free to all, but reservations are
required. For reservations, visit
https://www.newberry.org/calen-
dar/terrys-scaries.

have discussed the insufficiency
of the complaint as to the element
of causation throughout this opin-
ion. Thus far, plaintiffs have not
identified any statements Nathan
made to his family or school staff
or outside mental health profes-

sionals, or any other fact, that tied
his emotional distress or decision
to end his own life to the actions
or inactions of defendants. After
four versions of their complaint,
we can only conclude that such
facts do not exist.”

STONED fromp. 1

woman who happened to be then-
Cook County State’s Attorney
Kim Foxx and was charged with
and convicted of felony aggravat-
ed battery in a public place.

After failing to appear in court,
Strother pleaded guilty in Febru-
ary and received a 220-day sen-
tence that was satisfied by time
served and the standard 50% sen-
tence reduction.

Three days later, he was arrest-
ed for the first time in 2026, ac-
cused of threatening to kill a Riv-
er North parking garage employee
who asked him to leave. He later
failed to appear in court twice
before pleading guilty in August
and receiving a 30-day sentence.
By then, he had been arrested in a
separate case at a River North ho-
tel. He pleaded guilty to that case
on the same day and received a
concurrent 30-day sentence.

Strother was back on the street
10 days later. On Aug. 15, he was
arrested for allegedly shoplifting
$171 worth of clothing, jewelry

M20RWREUNIERIONASES2 S2152/65
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and alcohol from a West Loop
Target. He was released on Aug.
19 but failed to appear in court
two days later, prompting a judge
to issue an arrest warrant.

Police arrested him again on
August 23 on the West Side after a
woman called 911, saying she rec-
ognized him from a July incident.
While Strother was out of custo-
dy in the coffee-throwing case, he
allegedly stole a package from the
woman’s porch and performed a
sex act on himself, according to a
Chicago Police Dept. report. The
woman provided video of the in-
cident, the report said.

Charged with misdemean-
or theft and public indecency,
Strother was detained overnight
pending a hearing on whether his
pretrial release should be revoked.
The next day, Judge Robert Kuzas
denied the request and allowed
him to leave custody without re-
strictions, including electronic
monitoring, court records show.

About a week later, at 9:45 a.m.
on Sept. 2, police responded to a
battery-in-progress call near State
and Erie in River North. Officers
found a 77-year-old retired teach-
er from New Hampshire bleeding
heavily from a head wound.

The victim told police he had
seen Strother talking and yelling
to himself before Strother picked
up a half-brick and struck him
in the head. Surveillance video
captured the attack. A witness
followed the alleged attacker and
pointed him out to officers, who
arrested Strother nearby. As po-
lice handcuffed him, Strother
spontaneously said words to the
effect of, “I stoned his ***!” court
records state.

Paramedics took the victim to
Northwestern Memorial Hospital,
where he received four staples to
close the wound.

Judge Sharon Kanter ordered
Strother detained on three counts
of aggravated battery, citing his
criminal history, including six
violent misdemeanor convictions
dating from 2024 to the pres-
ent and five felony convictions.
Kanter also noted that Strother
was on pretrial release in two
open cases when he allegedly at-
tacked the tourist.





