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Driving conditions on Devon 
Ave. in Chicago are notoriously 
chaotic due to a mix of high-den-
sity retail activity, reckless e-bike 
and e-scooter operators, heavy 
pedestrian activity and large num-
bers of double-parked vehicles, 
and infrastructure bottlenecks.

Now, new pedestrian safety 
infrastructure is in place on De-
von Ave. thanks to local property 
tax payers. Low cost Rectangular 
Rapid Flashing Beacons [RRFB] 

have been installed at several 
crosswalks in the Devon Ave 
corridor in West Ridge and West 
Rogers Park. RRFBs typically 
cost between $4,500 and $52,000 
per installation, with a national 
average of approximately $22,250 
per location including equipment, 
materials, and labor

The city had previously desig-
nated stretches of Devon Ave. as 
major risk areas for pedestrian 
accidents on the North Side.

New pedestrian  
safety infrastructure on Devon

The optimist thinks  
this is the best of all possible worlds. 
The pessimist fears it is true.

—  J. Robert Oppenheimer

The formal recognition of the 
2026 Living Treasures of Edge-
water will take place 1 p.m. Nov. 
7 at the Edgewater Public Library,  
Betty Barclay Room, 6000 N. 
Broadway. 

No reservations are required to 
attend and refreshments will be 
served after the program. 

The award is an annual com-
munity recognition program 
sponsored by the Edgewater His-
torical Society. 

The purpose is to honor current 
and former residents of the Edge-
water neighborhood who have 
unselfishly improved community 
well-being, helped the needy, fos-
tered diversity, supported the arts, 
or created public spaces without 

personal gain.
Honorees are chosen through 

community-submitted nomina-
tions and reviewed by area volun-
teers. 

Recipients for 2026 include  
Joanna Brousard, Joanne Kitsos,  
Suzanne Flemens and Bill Coons. 

Joanne Kitsos has lived in 
Edgewater for 53 years and is 
an enthusiastic promoter of the 
community. She began volunteer-
ing for Friends of the Edgewater 
Library and Edgewater Village 
Chicago more than 10 years ago 
to communicate the bounty of 
Edgewater and, at the same time, 
give back to the community.

Through her involvement with 
these organizations, Kitsos often 

connects with people and organi-
zations to encourage their patron-
age and partnership for programs 
at the Edgewater Branch of the 
Chicago Public Library. She also 
promotes the library’s resources 
and programs; many are initiated 
or funded by Edgewater Village 
or the Friends group.

An example of a Friends pro-
gram is Edgewater Stories in 
which people wrote about how 
they came to live or work in the 
community. 

The program showcased Edge-
water’s diverse cultures and indi-
vidual connections to Edgewater.

As libraries serve as communi-

Edgewater to honor  
their living treasures Saturday
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A 52-unit high density apart-
ment building with only seven 
off-street parking spots may rise 
at 920 W. Diversey Pkwy. in Lin-
coln Park. JAB Real Estate is 
seeking to rezone the site to al-
low for a high density building 
designed by SGW Architecture & 
Design. 

Their plan is to replace two 
vacant single-story commercial 
buildings now on the site for one 
65-foot tall mixed-use building.

The new building would include 
3,400 square feet of ground-floor 
retail space, but would provide al-
most no parking for tenants. Prior 
to the onslaught of Transit Ori-
ented Developments [TOD], zon-
ing for a new building like this 
would have required at minimum 
52 off-street parking spots for this 
parking-starved neighborhood.

Due to its location near the 

the Diversey Brown Line CTA 
station, the city is allowing the 
developer to include less on-site 
parking than would normally be 
needed. Once done, the new ten-
ants with cars but no off-street 
spaces will have to compete with 
other area residents for on-street 
parking spots. Nine apartments 
would be designated as affordable 
units in the TOD.

Builder plans say they will offer 
44 one-bedroom apartments and 
eight two-bedroom apartments.

Some units would have private 
balconies and residents would 
have access to a rooftop deck and 
an off-street loading spot.

The zoning change request will 
need to be approved by the Chi-
cago City Council Committee on 
Zoning, and the full City Coun-
cil.

Five-story apartment  
to replace retail on Diversey

BY THE LAKEVIEW EAST 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

After more than five decades 
in business, Royal Home Enter-
tainment closed its doors Oct. 17, 
marking the end of a remarkable 
chapter for both the business and 
the neighborhood it has called 
home for generations.

For owner Joe DeGuide, Royal 
Home Entertainment has never 
been just a storefront. It has been 
a daily rhythm, a place to go each 
morning, a source of pride, and, 
in many ways, part of his iden-
tity. Since opening in 1971, the 
business has seen Lakeview East 
transform through eras of music, 
nightlife, technology, develop-
ment, and neighborhood rein-

vention, all while adapting right 
alongside it.

From records and tapes to vid-
eo rentals, electronics, repairs, 
custom installations, security sys-
tems, and commercial audio, Roy-
al’s story is also a story of how the 
world changed. You do not make 
it 55 years in a neighborhood like 
Lakeview East without learning 
how to change, how to take care 
of people, and how to keep going 
when the world around you looks 
completely different than it did 
when you started.

Royal’s story began in May 
1971, but not at its current store-
front. The business first opened 
on Wilson Ave., in the area where 
Truman College now stands. 

From the beginning, change 

was part of the story. With the 
college development on the ho-
rizon, Joe and his brother John 
knew their first location would 
not be permanent.

In the fall of 1973, they opened 
a new location at Addison and 
Broadway, operating out of a 
double storefront at 3557–3559 
N. Broadway. That spot became 
home for nearly a decade, from 
1973 to 1982, as the business 
grew through the record and 
tape era and found its footing in 
a neighborhood that was already 
beginning to shift.

By 1980, the video business 
was starting to take shape, and 
Joe saw an opportunity. At the 

Royal Home Entertainment closes after 55 years

ROYAL see p. 12

The optimist thinks  
this is the best  
of all possible worlds. 
The pessimist fears  
it is true.

—  J. Robert Oppenheimer

BY KELSEY O’CONNOR
Choose Chicago

Chicago is a city with history 
— a whole lot of history, dating 
back to before the city’s founding 
in 1837. So it’s hardly surprising 
that it’s also a city with ghosts — 
a whole lot of ghosts.

These alleged hauntings stem 
from some of the city’s darkest 
chapters, like the Great Chicago 
Fire, the sinking of the SS East-
land, and when a serial killer 
lured victims from the Chicago 
World’s Fair.

Check out some of the spine-
chilling tales that highlight North 
Side’s haunted history — even 
skeptics will be fascinated.

Death alley  
in the Theatre District

In 1903, Chicago’s Iroquois 
Theatre was the site of an infa-
mous fire.

Located in the city’s Theatre 
District, the newly built building 
claimed to be fireproof. But dur-
ing its inaugural performance, a 
blaze broke out. When patrons 

tried to escape, they found many 
of the exits were blocked.

After the flames subsided, 
around 600 people were pro-
nounced dead. As bodies were re-
covered from the scene, the alley 
behind the theatre functioned as a 
temporary morgue.

Today, the site is home to James 
M. Nederlander Theatre, 24 W. 
Randolph. The alleyway behind 
the theatre, now known as “Death 
Alley,” still exists today. There 
have been reports of faint cries, 
apparitions, and feelings of being 
touched or even pushed by invis-
ible entities.

Ghostly tales don’t seem to keep 
avid theatre-goers away, however. 
The Nederlander Theatre’s stun-
ning architecture and run of pre-
mieres and Broadway shows keep 
the crowds coming and the ghosts 
at bay.

Lincoln Park
The city’s largest green space, 

Lincoln Park is a lakefront oasis 
that’s popular with locals and 
visitors alike. But the park may 
be concealing a dark secret un-
derground.

North Side’s most haunted places

Find a place  
to be frightened

HAUNTED see p. 9

The Nederlander Theatre, 24 W. Randolph.

BY CWBCHICAGO

The police are warning North 
Siders of recent burglaries to jew-
elry businesses within the Avon-
dale, Albany Park, Rogers Park 
and West Ridge neighborhoods.

In each incident, offenders use 
a vehicle to forcibly breach the 
front glass window of the busi-
ness to gain entry. Once inside, 
offenders remove various proper-
ties. Following the burglary, of-
fenders flee the scene in a sepa-

Jewelry store burglaries
rate vehicle.

Incidents have occurred on the 
4800 block of N Kedzie, Oct. 23, 
at 2:47 a.m.; the 6900 block of N 
Clark, Oct. 20, at 5:01 a.m.; the 
3000 block of N. Milwaukee Oct. 
22, 2026, at 5 a.m., and on the 
2600 block of W. Devon, Oct. 22, 
at 6:09 a.m.

The offenders are described 
as three to four people wearing 
black ski masks, gloves, and black 
clothing.

BY CWBCHICAGO

A 42-year-old man stabbed a 
Rogers Park bar patron twice, 
threatened him with a knife, and 
chased him through a parking lot 
after an argument spilled outside 
earlier this month, prosecutors 
said.

Jose Reyes Valenzuela is 
charged with three counts of ag-
gravated battery in connection 
with the Oct. 12 stabbing at La 
Puerta Negra, 7124 N. Clark St. 
Judge Deidre Dyer granted pros-
ecutors’ petition to detain him 
pending trial.

The 40-year-old victim went to 
the bar with a companion at about 
10:40 p.m., according to prosecu-
tors. Valenzuela was there sepa-
rately with two coworkers. An 

Man charged with stabbing patron 
inside Rogers Park bar

The effort was paid for by the 
Devon Ave. Special Service Area 
[SSA]. SSA taxes are collected 
from the owners of real estate 
property (commercial, residen-
tial, or mixed-use parcels) located 
within that specific geographic 
district. These new infrastruc-
ture improvements should make 
it safer for pedestrians to cross 
over Devon at select busy inter-

argument broke out between the 
victim’s companion and Valenzu-
ela’s group, prompting the bar’s 
owner to remove 
the companion. 
As the victim 
and his com-
panion headed 
toward the exit, 
someone stabbed 
the victim in the 
back and side, 
prosecutors said.

Surveillance footage from a 
neighboring building showed the 
victim and his companion leaving 
the bar, followed by Valenzuela 
and three other people, accord-
ing to prosecutors. Valenzuela 
appeared to be holding a knife 
while yelling at the pair and try-
ing to charge at them

His friends restrained him, but 
Valenzuela broke free and rushed 
toward the victim, who removed 
his belt to defend himself, pros-
ecutors said. The friends inter-
vened again and pulled Valenzu-
ela away, allowing the victim and 
his companion to walk to their 
car in a nearby parking lot.

The car was unlocked, but the 
companion could not find the 
keys, leaving the pair unable to 
drive away. Valenzuela later came 
back outside carrying a knife. He 
approached the companion on the 
driver’s side and waved the weap-
on before moving to the passenger 
side, where he allegedly waved it 
in the victim’s face. The victim 
ran, and Valenzuela chased him 

devon see p. 12

treasures see p. 12

charged see p. 12

Jose Reyes 
Valenzuela

Heartland Human Care Services,  
founded by Jane Addams  

in 1888, to cease operations
                                          Story on page 5

Giant pumpkins a reminder
                                                                  See page 12

Joanna Brousard, Suzanne Flemens, Bill Coons and Joanne Kitsos are the 2026 Edgewater Living Treasures.
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How we can clean up our city?

By Thomas J. O’Gorman

ness.” And the city-wide insanity 
that’s supposed to pass for street 
repair and bridge reconstruction, 
his dance video after a violent 
weekend of shootings in Chicago, 
and the danger to public safety in 
Chicago’s enormous rise in gun-
slinging and violent crime while 
he shuts down ShotSpotter, and 
don’t forget his going AWOL 
on the 2026 budget, letting City 
Council figure it at their kitchen 
tables over Christmas. 

Ya, the teacher who never gave 
out homework handed our Alders 
a pile full of homework.

Now another Corporate Head 
Tax showdown, plus the enlarg-
ing and enabling of the culture 
of drugs and gambling. What sin 
is next, rejuvenating prostitution 
and child trafficking?

So we’ve got Washington to 
“clean up” and Chicago to “clean 
out,” to put it bluntly. 

In Chicago’s long history, has 
there ever been a mayor with less 
clout than Little Brandon? 

Nobody in City Hall is afraid 
of him. In all my decades work-
ing in City Hall, I’ve come to a 
ripe conclusion about its current 
capacity for success. The City’s 
administration carries out routine 
maneuvers in foolish, antiquated 
leadership styles. None of these 
fit the standard of a professional 
administration.  

Less than one month ago in 
the midst of Chicago’s desperate 
need for effective leadership suc-
cess, the mayor’s Budget Direc-
tor, Annette Guzman, resigned 
as the city prepared for a deeply 
challenging budget and bond bor-
rowing season. 

This is, of course, following 
Police Supt. Larry Snelling retir-
ing from his post, just as Chicago 
faced a rise in shooting violence.

The mayor has had a trou-
bling  history of senior adminis-
trators who are fed up with the in-

I propose a change to our city’s 
motto. From “City in a Garden,” 
to something more dynamic. How 
about “Clean Up and Clean Out.”

Many years ago a famed news 
correspondent managed to se-
cure an interview with Pope John 
XXIII. The very social Pontiff 
was cordial and most informative. 
He was a man not only of saintly 
piety, but a true man of the world, 
after decades as a Papal diplomate 
and then as Patriarch of Venice… 
he was an extraordinary man of 
wisdom.

The reporter deluged him with 
questions about the inner work-
ings of the Vatican. The reporter 
wasn’t pulling any punches in 
his unprecedented interview. The 
Pope was calm. Easy to speak 
with. So the reporter asked him 
some things only the Pope might 
know. 

“Your Holiness, just how many 
people work in the Vatican?” 
he asked nervously. The Pope 
stopped speaking, took his time 
and replied, “Oh. I think about 
half of them.” Then they both 
laughed out loud hilariously.

Can you feel the magic and the 
drama in their repartee? 

That’s the kind of human inter-
action that invites ordinary citi-
zens to join in the gentle humor. 
Great comedy is based on real 
life.

In America, the country born 
in revolution, that same energy 
has been unfolding for the past 
250 years. 

I’ve been thinking how our up-
coming Nov. 3 election has layers 
of profound humor and energy 
to it. That would also explain the 
300 to 400 emails each day clog-
ging up my brain and my laptop. 

If I were interviewing officials 
in Washington D.C. or Chicago’s 
City Hall, today, I might take my 
lead from that Papal interview 
and ask, “How many people vote 
in your city?” And then laugh in 

shame and embarrassment since 
the majority don’t vote. “Half” 
would be a record turn out.

The value we derive from all 
this lovely political commotion 
has little to do with the written 
political profundity of words and 
slogans, and more to do with the 
emotions and spirit in what’s un-
folding.

In Chicago we are battling each 
other in a two-front campaign to 
save and protect government. 

In Washington prep skirmishes 
of two life-altering political face-
offs. The dynamic challenge to 
those ransacking everything from 
the White House, the Kennedy 
Center, international trade, re-es-
tablishing public executions, our 
Embassies, the State Department, 
the names of the Oceans, Gulfs 
and the Great Lakes, the fights on 
the South Lawn and construction 
at the Rose Garden, as well as 
D.C.’s queens granting President 
Trump free reign. As President 
Barack Obama once said, and 
millions of people before him 
knew, “elections matter.”

Of importance in Chicago is 
the damage control of our once 
great political leadership, and ef-
forts to end the amateurish may-
oral term of Brandon Johnson and 
his childish urban hanky-panky. 

Literally. Can we talk child 
support? Bringing up little rag-
gedy Brandon is a lot of work.

Surrounding every aspect of his 
ineptitude, the super glue on these 
feathers are here forever. 

Who can forget his $800 mil-
lion Parking Meter bonus fiasco, 
his $3,300 in personal unpaid city 
water and sewer bills alongside all 
those outstanding parking tickets, 
the “Gift Room,” the resignation 
of the entire School Board after 
canning CEO Pedro Martinez, or 
his using the “Do Not Hire” list 
as a tool for political retaliation, 
calling solid policing a “sick-

efficiency that surrounds them. Is 
it ADHD? The common neurode-
velopmental condition marked by 
persistent patterns of inattention, 
hyperactivity, and impulsivity. It 
begins in childhood and frequent-
ly lasts into adulthood, affecting 
daily functioning at school, work, 
and home. Just how many times 
has he been hospitalized with 
panic attacks?

Former Chief Financial Offi-
cer Jill Jaworski left the mayor’s 
team several months ago, show-
ing no lack of remorse. Now her 
replacement has withdrawn from 
any chance of budgetary achieve-
ments.

The current administration 
would appear, as the election 
nears, to be nothing more than a 
greedy weak alliance among dis-
organized former allies. The sad 
diagnosis which currently grips 
the city is that 
no one actually 
demonst rates 
any kind of 
ef fect iveness 
in the present 
agony. Relying 
instead upon a 
weak offering 
to make one 
last ditch effort 
to shape the 
agenda of the 
mayor’s alli-
ances.

In Washing-
ton, the Secret Service Deputy 
Director recently quit following 
a series of security blunders. And 
then ‘flash,’ there goes the press 
secretary.

Meanwhile, Trump has been 
proposing martial law for the 
nation in the event that Demo-
crats “rig” the midterm elections. 
Let’s not forget the Justice De-
partment’s ransacking of Ilhan 
Omar’s home. Payback is a bitch.

And so what are we left with 

here in Chicago, the State of Il-
linois, and across the nation just 
weeks before the Nov. 3 election?

We are left with the instability. 
Could there be a worse time in 
our history with the men whose 
governments are no longer in 
charge?

If you vote, you will help bal-
ance the nation. It’s time to “Clean 
up and Clean Out.”

Only by such cleaning can 
Chicago return to a rational and 
competent political sense of itself. 
We need strong government. Ef-
fective economics. And a passion 
for truth-telling from people who 
grasp what that means.  We’ve 
grown highly skeptical of the un-
balanced and tired candidates for 
important office and their weak 
neophyte followers of disjointed 
political understanding.  

Will somebody in the large 
field of candidates please demon-
strate some intelligent, rational, 
political efficiency, and put in the 
extra effort to help “clean up and 
clean out?”

Chicago needs a mayor who 
thinks and is not afraid to plan 
accurately and act courageously. 
And make sure every city em-
ployee is really working and up 
for the job. After all, they receive 
lots of free time off to vote on 
election day.

HEART OF MERCY 
GALA: Congratulations to Cor-

boy & Dem-
etrio’s Marcy 
O ’ K e e f f e 
Twardak who 
received the 
Sister Rose-
mary Connelly 
Service Medal-
lion from the 
M ise r icord ia 
Heart of Mercy 
Gala. It was an 
incredible eve-
ning, and Cor-
boy & Dem-
etrio was proud 

to have served as a Silver Sponsor 
of the Ball.

MONSTERS: On Hallow-
een, Lakeview East is going to 
be crawling with little monsters. 
Don’t worry, you’ll be safe, as 
long as you provide some treats. 
With Halloween falling on a Sat-
urday this year, they’re throwing 
a neighborhood business trick-or-
treat on Halloween proper! From 

clean up see p. 8

Marcy O’Keeffe Twardak

Funeral Home & Cremation Options
A Home to Mourn, Gather and Remember

3918 W. Irving Park Road 
Chicago, IL 60618

MIDTOWN

773-654-3744

WWW.MIDTOWNFUNERALS.COM

greg@midtownfunerals.com
Gregory J. Lindeman

Founder/Director

You can cast your vote and assist in the clean up Chicago. 
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By Justin Kerr
McKinley Park News

A third-party issue has just 
landed on our plate: yet another 
distraction taking attention away 
from reporting and development 
of our local news enterprise. But 
this one’s especially nasty.

Meta, which owns and runs 
Facebook, Instagram, Whatsapp 
and others, recently confirmed 
imminent changes to the terms 
of using their services: alterations 
provided on short notice that hit 
local news especially hard.

In Meta’s upcoming terms on 
October 30, 2026 (as below), if 
any enterprise has any type of 
presence on Facebook or Insta-
gram, then Meta and their cro-
nies — and their AI bots — have 
a right to scrape away that busi-
ness’s content published outside 
of Meta and sell or use it in com-
peting business products.

This scraping applies even 
to third-party websites like the 
McKinley Park News that are en-
tirely separate from Meta and its 
services.

Meta’s also asserting the right 
to send fake AI-driven bots into 
our membership to spy and steal 
via unfettered scraping for what-
ever purpose they please.

Footprint and reach
Facebook and Instagram are 

the two Meta-owned channels 
through which the McKinley 
Park News has shared links to our  

all-original neighborhood news 
and features.

Over the past 10 years of pub-
lishing, we’ve attracted a couple 
thousand followers and enjoyed 
sharing pertinent news links via 
member groups. Even though 
resulting web traffic is a pretty 
small slice of our total, we’ve 
connected with others through 
Instagram and Facebook, and 
placed updates where they’d get 
noticed.

The choice is clear
Regardless of any benefit, we 

can neither give away our hard-
won, all-original, all-human news 
product nor expose our users and 
members to predatory AI scan-
ning and exploitation.

Although Meta’s new terms 
do not specify these violations, 
the terms certainly give Meta 
the right to commit them without 
consequence or remuneration.

Don’t trust Meta
I don’t trust Meta will do the 

right thing: It has continually 
demonstrated bad faith against its 
members and  customers, as well 
as our economy, society, democ-
racy and journalism.

In contrast, the McKinley 
Park News prioritizes you, dear 
reader, via ensconcing your trust 
in us through all things: not just 
the truthful facts we relate in our 
news publishing.

Humans only
Our Terms of Service make 

this very clear: The McKinley 
Park News is only made available 
and accessible to human beings, 
and bots and automated processes 
may not touch our service at all.

Our terms also detail how we’ll 
never share or sell your member 
or user information with any third 
party, even our Sponsors.

Walk the walk
We prioritize the interests of 

our human users above all else, 
including technical privacy and 
safety measures like severing 
Google-provided services and 
promoting User Technology Rec-
ommendations that keep you safe 
and secure online.

On the McKinley Park News, 

clearly identified marketing and 
advertising is always associated 
with an active Sponsor, who en-
gages with us via an agreement 
that specifies total separation of 
considerations between news and 
advertising.

100 percent human
We abhor and decry AI, for there 

is no ethical use for a tool built on 
stolen goods, which includes the 
content and data pilfered from 
the McKinley Park News. Being 
a victim of AI is just one of the 
reasons why we are 100 percent 
human and zero percent AI.

The McKinley Park News 
stands nearly alone in treating 
you, dear reader, as a customer, 
rather than exploiting you as a 
product. Even local news charities 
betray their promise to the public 
good by exposing their users to 
harmful and unwanted consumer 
surveillance.

A sucker’s bet
We will survive severance from 

Meta, Facebook and Instagram 
because our bottom-up, micro- 
local news service engages in  
direct connections with our au-
dience across many other face- 
to-face and online channels.

We strive to own our relation-
ships and have always under-
stood that building a business on 
the good graces of a third party 
is a sucker’s bet, whether Meta, 
Google or any other channel 
through which we might choose 

to share links to our news.

October 30 deadline
Meta’s implementation of their 

new terms begins on Friday,  
October 30, at which point we’d 
automatically be opted into their 
scraping, theft, plagiarism and 
exploitation. We’ll pull the plug 
before that.

On or around Wednesday, Octo-
ber 28, the McKinley Park News 
will be deleting our accounts and 
pages on Facebook and Insta-
gram: the only option for enter-
prises that don’t want to follow 
Meta’s new terms of service.

Connect on website  
and newsletter

We of course will continue to 
publish our all-original neighbor-
hood news and features like our 
local calendar of events, available 
in both our mckinleypark.news 
website and email newsletter.

To our Facebook and Instagram 
followers, we recommend you 
sign up with your privacy assured 
for our free weekly email news-
letter, which keeps you connected 
to our latest news and the upcom-
ing week’s neighborhood events. 
Visit https://mckinleypark.news/
info/email-newsletter to sign up 
for the newsletter.    

In a sea of slop and spying, the 
McKinley Park News will contin-
ue to be an all-original, all-human 
source that you can trust for your 

Why a local Chicago newspaper is leaving  
Facebook, Instagram and Meta

leaving see p. 10

In Meta’s upcoming 
terms on October 30, 

2026, if any enterprise 
has any type of  

presence on Facebook 
or Instagram, then Meta 
and their cronies — and 

their AI bots — have  
a right to scrape away  
that business’s content 

published outside of 
Meta and sell or  

use it in competing  
business products.
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Halloween’s spirit can chill Chicago’s housing market

Dark autumn clouds hang over 
Chicago’s North-Side housing 
market. Currently plagued by a 
shortage of listings, high prices 
and lofty mortgage-interest rates, 
buying or selling a home in late 
2026 can be a pretty scary event.

But what if a property listed for 
sale on this Halloween weekend 
seemingly has a haunted or para-
normal past? Real estate brokers 
generally refer to such parcels as 
“stigmatized properties.” They 
include: sites of a natural or ac-
cidental death, a suicide, a homi-
cide, a violent felony, or environ-
mental contamination. 

Other than these stigmas, what 
if the home is rumored to be in-
habited by spirits or ghosts?

A seller’s real estate agent gen-
erally is not required to volun-
teer negative information about 
a property. “However, if a pro-
spective buyer directly asks (the 
agent), actively lying or misrepre-
senting the property’s history can 
still expose a seller or agent to li-
ability,” warned real estate attor-
ney Harvey S. Jacobs, of Jacobs 
& Assoc.

Veteran brokers say not all 
properties classified as stigma-
tized are undesirable. Those in-
habited by spirits or ghosts may 
actually attract some buyers rath-
er than dissuade clients.

According to Dale Kaczmarek, 
president of the Ghost Research 
Society in southwest suburban 
Oak Lawn, there are thousands 
of haunted homes in the Chicago 

area.
Kaczmarek, who has been in-

volved in researching supernatu-
ral phenomena since 1975, says 
most ghostly encounters are be-
nign and most spirits are playful 
and mischievous—not evil.

One of Kaczmarek’s best ghost 
stories is about Bachelor’s Grove 
Cemetery in south suburban Mid-
lothian. Visitors report seeing the 
apparition of a phantom Victorian 
farmhouse in the woods near the 
cemetery.

And, witnesses report as night 
falls, “orbs of blue lights” can be 
seen twinkling and floating near 
the house. However, if you walk 
to the lights, they vanish.

Some ghost hunters say an 
orb—or ball of light—is the spiri-
tual energy ghosts gather before 
manifestation or poltergeist activ-
ity. They say in order to be a true 
“orb of light,” it has to move with 
purpose.

Did you know more than 
half of all Americans believe in 
ghosts and poltergeist activity? 
Just in time for Halloween, this 
writer offers Home Front readers 
the following classic ghostly ap-
paritions:

• Baby-sitter ghost. A young 
mother tells the tale of “Tom,” 
the friendly ghost, who enjoyed 
haunting her baby son’s room in 
her North Side two-flat in the late 
1980s. “Our vintage-oak rocking 
chair would slowly and mysteri-
ously rock by itself. Sometimes, 

a hand-crank ‘Swing-O-Matic’ 
baby swing would start slowly 
clicking and moving by itself, and 
the non-motorized mobile over 
the crib would spin,” she recalled. 
“And, lights would come on by 
themselves, and stereo music 
would play.”

Once at 3 a.m., the baby was 
found laughing while sitting on 
the floor near his crib. Mystery—
how did an infant jump out of his 
crib? “I sat down and had a heart-
to-ghost chat with Tom, explain-
ing that he was a spirit and had to 
move on,” she said. “After a long 
talk, the ghost finally ended his 
haunting.”  

• Grandma’s perfume. Just be-
fore midnight on Christmas Eve 
in 2020, a senior citizen hom-
eowner was relaxing by his cozy 
fireplace reading a book.

Suddenly, he noticed the heavy 
aroma of perfume wafting from a 
nearby corner curio cabinet in the 
living room, where his wife dis-
played photos of her late grand-
mother and grandfather.

The aroma flowed into the li-
brary, and lingered. Then, the fra-
grance concentrated in the bed-
room that once was occupied by 
“Grandma Ruth,” the builder who 
erected the home in 1965. Gradu-
ally, the aroma faded.

“We recently had completed 
renovation work on our 60-year-
old house, which we purchased 
from the family estate,” said the 
wife. “It seemed like grandma 

came back on a midnight-spirit’s 
tour to review our upgrades. Her 
fragrance was Tabu. She loved 
to read. The new library seemed 
to be a magnet for her, and her 
1950s ‘Little Book Club,’ leather 
bookmark was on the shelf.”

On Christmas Day that year, 
the wife witnessed poltergeist ac-
tivity. The terrace swing moved, 
but there was no wind. Later, the 
aroma of grandpa’s cigar smoke 
wafted across the deck. Four of 
their grown grandchildren simul-
taneously experienced the visita-
tion.

• Flickering lamp. On an au-
tumn evening, a couple started 
happily chatting over a glass of 
wine about all the hard work that 
they had completed on their home 
over the past decade. “If my fa-
ther were alive, he wouldn’t be-
lieve how much we improved the 
house,” said the wife.

Simultaneously, the bulb in a 
vintage table lamp that once be-
longed to her father, began flick-
ering on and off in a sign of ap-
proval. No electrical problems 
were found, but the owners decid-
ed to replace the lamp’s electrical 
outlet to make sure there wasn’t 
a short.

Later, the same lamp started 
flickering brightly again. The 
date was the 10th anniversary of 
her father’s passing. “Dad was 
sending us an electrical spiritual 
reminder through his lamp,” con-
cluded the wife. 

• Haunted “blue room.” In late 
Oct. 1985, a young couple pur-
chased a vintage English Tudor 
home in the Sauganash neigh-
borhood on Chicago’s Northwest 
Side. They were only the second 
owners of the house, which dated 
to the 1920s.

After completing a total reno-
vation of the house, the new own-
ers decided to leave one of the 
bedrooms intact because they 
liked its deep-blue color. So, the 
walls were freshly painted the 
same color of blue. A match-
ing blue bed spread and curtains 
were added.

However, soon afterward, 
thumping began inside the blue 
walls of the second-floor bed-
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room. Just noisy heat ducts or 
plumbing, the owners rational-
ized. But the noise continued even 
when the furnace wasn’t on.

A year later, a female house 
guest stayed in the blue room. 
Within minutes of retiring for 
the evening, the house guest 
raced down the stairs in hysterics. 
“There’s something in that room,” 
she said. “I heard heavy breathing, 
and it’s freezing cold in there.”

After researching the house’s 
past, the new owners found that 
the only prior resident had built 
the home in the early 1920s and 
lived there happily for more than 
60 years. His family said their 
father had passed away of lung 
and heart difficulties in the blue 
bedroom only months before the 
couple had purchased the house.

Because of the credibility ques-
tions supernatural phenomena 
raise, the National Assn. of Re-
altors encourages states to adopt 
legislation based on model lan-
guage provided to each state Re-
altor association.

The model language asks Real-
tors to declare that “all psycho-
logical impacts or stigmas asso-
ciated with real property are not 
material facts and need not be 
disclosed to a potential purchaser 
or lessee.”

Although it may take super-
naturally creative marketing cam-
paigns to sell an allegedly haunted 
house, buyers are out there, Real-
tors say.

Don DeBat is co-author of 
“Escaping Condo Jail,” the de-
finitive guide to condominium 
living. A veteran real estate voice, 
he provides essential insights for 
navigating communal ownership 
at escapingcondojail.com. Stay 
updated on housing news at don-
debat.biz. Don is currently writ-
ing “Chicago’s Game,” a look 
at the history and lifestyle of 16-
inch softball.

Dale Kaczmarek, president of the Ghost Research Society (left) and Bachelor’s Grove Cemetery.

Some ghost hunters 
say an orb—or ball of 
light—is the spiritual 
energy ghosts gather 

before manifestation or 
poltergeist activity.  

They say in order to be a 
true “orb of light,” it has 

to move with purpose.
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By The Cook County 
Treasurer

State lawmakers have made it 
easier for people with disabili-
ties to continue receiving annual 
property tax relief.

Cook County homeowners 
who receive the Persons with Dis-
abilities Exemption [PDE] don’t 
have to reapply for the benefit 
every year because lawmakers 
in Springfield acted to allow the 
benefit to automatically renew. 

Exemptions are tax breaks 
that typically reduce a property’s 
Equalized Assessed Valuation 

[EAV]. The PDE reduces a prop-
erty’s EAV by $2,000, thus reduc-
ing the tax bill.

Without automatic renewal, 
people receiving the benefit may 
forget to reapply each year and 
miss having their tax bill reduced 
by potentially hundreds of dol-
lars. 

That’s what happened to a 
Streamwood resident named Noe-
mi. But she happened to catch our 
phone bank on ABC 7 and real-
ized she might be missing exemp-
tions.

So, she called in and treasurer’s 
office team members quickly de-

Change in law lets tax breaks  
automatically renew for homeowners with disabilities

termined she hadn’t applied for 
her disability exemption for four 
straight years. We added up those 
missed exemptions and promptly 
mailed her a check for more than 
$1,200. 

And she’s not alone. Right now, 
the Treasurer’s office is sitting on 
some $19 million in missed ex-
emptions.   

If you think you or a loved one 
might be missing this tax break 
here are the requirements that 
must be met to receive the PDE:

• The person with a disabil-
ity who is responsible for paying 
property taxes must be the owner 

Call 773-508-1927
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For Best Airline and Cruise Packages

www.PleasantTravel.comwww.PleasantTravel.com
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by Peter von Buol

One of Chicago’s oldest so-
cial services agencies, Heartland 
Human Care Services [HHCS], 
4822 N. Broadway, will cease op-
erations at the end of 2026, citing 
significant financial troubles due 
to a drastic decrease in federal 
funding and a huge unemploy-
ment insurance liability due to 
layoffs.

“After 138 years of serving 
the public, HHCS will cease op-
erations at the end of 2026,” said 
Amanda Solon, the organization’s 
senior director of development.

Founded by Jane Addams in 
1888 as Traveler’s and Immigrant 
Aid, HHCS had up until Febru-
ary operated three area shelters 
for “unaccompanied alien chil-
dren” who had crossed the border 
into the United States. To operate 
these shelters, the organization 
had relied on tens of millions of 
taxpayer dollars in annual funding 
from the U.S. Dept. of Health and 
Human Services. After the loss of 
federal funds, approximately 145 
employees were abruptly laid off 
and that move triggered its cur-
rent unemployment insurance li-
ability.

“[The cuts] created significant 
financial challenges for the orga-
nization, resulting in workforce 
reductions affecting more than 
half of its employees”. Due to the 
layoffs, HHCS faced a “substan-
tial, unexpected unemployment 
insurance liability in 2026,” said 
Solon. 

The loss of federal funding has 
not been the only financial prob-
lem faced by the organization. 
In an independent audit of the 
agency by the accounting firm 
of Capin Crouse in June 2025, its 
accounting practices were ques-
tioned. 

“During the audit, [HHCS] lost 
access to its accounting and finan-
cial reporting system, with respect 
to all data and records for the year 
ended June 30, 2025. [HHCS] has 
represented that this data cannot 
presently be retrieved. As a re-
sult, we were unable to perform 
our planned testing of informa-
tion technology systems and gen-
eral controls relevant to financial 
reporting, and we were unable to 
test journal entries recorded dur-
ing the year,” said Capin Grouse 
in written statement. In addition, 
“[HHCS’] accounts receivable is 
carried at $9,770,248 as of June 
30, 2025.” 

Heartland Human Care Services,  
founded by Jane Addams in 1888, to cease operations

[HHCS] was unable to provide 
an accounts receivable aging or 
a detailed listing agreeing to the 
general ledger, and “we were un-
able to determine whether any 
adjustments were necessary to 
the accounts receivables or the 
related revenue for the year ended 
June 30, 2025,” said Grouse.  

The auditors attributed the ac-
counting difficulties to a “mate-
rial weakness in [its] internal 
controls” of its finances.

The additional financial bur-
den of higher unemployment in-
surance costs due to staff layoffs, 
combined with the reduced fund-
ing and limited available reserves, 
has made continued operations 
unsustainable. Despite efforts to 
address all of these challenges, 
HHCS decided that it can no lon-
ger continue operations.

“All remaining employees will 
be laid off in accordance with the 
Worker Adjustment and Retrain-
ing Notification Act as the orga-
nization prepares to close,” Solon 
said. 

In Feb. 2024, Sen. Chuck Grass-
ley of Iowa, who has long served 
on the Senate’s finance commit-
tee, sent a letter to the organiza-

tion’s executive director David 
Sinski asking for more informa-
tion about unaccompanied minor 
children that had seemed to have 
gone missing from HHCS. 

“The organizations have re-
ceived over $9.3 billion in com-
bined taxpayer funding from 
Health and Human Services 
[HHS] and yet have chosen not 
to fully respond to Congress. I 
won’t accept further delay while 
children are at risk,” said Grass-
ley. “HHS Secretary Kennedy 
pledged to me that he will fully 
cooperate with the investigation 
and assure ‘radical transparency’ 
to protect these children,” wrote 
Grassley in his letter to Sinski. 

While founder Jane Addams 
was a volunteer and funded the 
organization’s operations out of 
her own pocket, HHCS execu-
tives today are well compensated, 
according to its 2023 tax filing, 
which is the most current data 
available. Six of them, including 
Sinski, reported incomes of more 
than six figures.

Until May 2024, HHCS had 
been a part of the Heartland Alli-
ance. That organization included 
Heartland Health, now known as 

and occupy the residence as of 
Jan. 1 of the year for which the 
application is being submitted.

• The homeowner must submit 
proof of disability, such as a Class 
2 Illinois Person with a Disability 
Identification Card

•  The property cannot receive 
this exemption in the same year 
its owner receives the Veterans 
with Disabilities Exemption for 
Specially Adapted Housing or 
the Veterans with Disabilities Ex-
emption

Other exemptions, including 
the Homeowner Exemption and 
the Senior Citizen Exemption 

also automatically renew annual-
ly. However, people receiving the 
Senior Freeze Exemption, which 
is available for senior citizens 
with an annual household income 
of $75,000 or less, must reapply 
every year to demonstrate they 
continue to meet income eligibil-
ity requirements.

The office website, cookcoun-
tytreasurer.com, has more infor-
mation about exemptions and the 
application process.

Monitoring exemptions, and 
any you might have missed, could 
pay off for you like it did for Noe-
mi.  But your right to claim ex-
emptions expires after four years, 
so the time to act is now.

Tapestry 360 Health, a federally 
qualified  health center.

While HHCS will be closing 
at the end of the year, Solon ex-
pressed her gratitude to all who 
have supported it. 

“[We are] deeply grateful to the 
employees who dedicated their 
careers to its mission, the donors 
and community partners who 
made its work possible, and the 
program participants whose lives 
have been strengthened through 
its services. For 138 years, HHCS 
has worked to help individuals 
and families achieve stability, 
safety, and opportunity, and the 
organization proudly recognizes 
the lasting impact of this work,” 
said Solon.

The 17th, 19th, 20th, and 
24th District Councils are 
hosting a public meeting 6 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 9, to give resi-
dents an opportunity to learn 
more about the Chicago Police 
Department’s proposed budget 
and share their public safety 
funding priorities.

The meeting will be held at 
the Japanese American Service 
Committee, 5700 N. Lincoln 

Police budget meeting Nov. 9
Ave. 

The meeting will feature 
policy and budget analyst with 
the Better Government Asso-
ciation, who will provide an 
overview of CPD’s proposed 
budget.

Residents will also have 
an opportunity to share their 
feedback directly with District 
Councilors.
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 Police 
Beat

Bad trip: Red Line smoking  
complaint, gun, weed bust

Maybe next time he’ll wait until 
he gets off the train to light up. A 
Red Line passenger’s complaint 
about a fellow rider smoking led to 
the discovery of a loaded gun and 
four hefty bags of marijuana, Chi-
cago police said.

Aurelio De Jesus, 19, was riding 
a CTA Red Line train on the North 
Side around 5:30 p.m., Oct. 15, when 
another pas-
senger became 
irritated that he 
was smoking, 
according to 
Chicago police. 
As the train ap-
proached Bel-
mont station, 
the passenger 
alerted Chicago cops riding in an-
other train car, prompting them to 
investigate, CPD said.

When the train stopped at Bel-
mont, officers stepped off and al-
legedly spotted De Jesus smoking 
inside another car. They ordered 
him onto the platform, where he 
“began behaving erratically and 
attempted to prevent officers from 
searching him,” according to CPD.

That’s when officers noticed a 
bulge in his waistband, which alleg-
edly turned out to be a loaded gun. 
After taking De Jesus into custody, 
officers searched his backpack and 
found four generously sized bags 
of what police described as “sus-
pected cannabis,” CPD said Oct. 
20.

Prosecutors charged De Jesus 
with aggravated unlawful use of 
a weapon and possession of 100 
to 500 grams of cannabis. Judge 
Shauna Boliker granted the pros-
ecution’s petition to detain him.

Man punched Red Line rider  
over pot smoking dispute,  
later attacked CTA worker

A man accused of punching a 
CTA Red Line passenger who asked 
him to stop smoking marijuana on 
a train allegedly attacked and tried 
to rob a CTA customer service agent 
at the Clinton Green Line station 
weeks later, punching the worker 
in the face while trying to take his 
backpack, prosecutors said.

Joseph Haynes, 37, was recently 
arrested in Naperville in connection 
with a separate domestic matter 
and turned over to Chicago police, 
according to a detention filing.

The first attack occurred around 
1:14 p.m. on April 2 aboard an in-
bound Red Line train at the North-
Clybourn station, prosecutors said. 
Haynes was riding with the 29-
year-old victim and two witnesses 
when he began smoking mari-
juana, prosecutors said. The victim 
confronted him about smoking on 
the train, and the two exchanged 
words before the victim returned 
to his seat.

But Haynes continued smok-
ing, with surveillance video show-
ing him exhaling smoke into the 
train car, according to prosecutors. 

The next day, Seawood and two 
accomplices allegedly attacked and 
robbed two brothers, ages 19 and 
22, near Michigan Avenue and Lake 
Street in the Loop. The brothers, who 
live nearby, were walking south on 
Michigan Avenue when Seawood al-
legedly punched the younger broth-
er in the face, knocking him to the 
ground and briefly rendering him 
unconscious. After regaining con-
sciousness, the younger brother saw 
Seawood and two other men going 
through his pockets and stealing his 
wallet, prosecutors said.

The older brother told police that 
one of the offenders also hit him and 
knocked him to the ground, though 
he could not identify who struck him. 
Once he was down, Seawood and 
the others allegedly went through 
his pockets, taking his phone, cash, 
and cards.

Three Chicago police officers sub-
sequently recognized Seawood as 
one of the robbers, prosecutors said.

Court records show Seawood 
pleaded guilty before Judge Ursula 
Walowski to three counts of robbery, 
two counts of aggravated battery 
in a public place, and one count of 
aggravated battery causing great 
bodily harm. Walowski imposed four-
year sentences on each count, to be 
served concurrently. He is scheduled 
to be paroled on Oct. 6, 2027.

Clerk was shot during  
staged robbery tied to nationwide 
immigration fraud scheme

A suburban Chicago man who 
organized hundreds of fake armed 
robberies to help people fraudu-
lently obtain U.S. immigration visas 
has been sentenced to two years in 
federal prison. But one of the staged 
holdups took a horrible turn at a 
Bucktown liquor store when a pur-
ported robber accidentally shot a 
store clerk in the abdomen, critically 
injuring him, according to police re-
ports.

Parth Nayi, 29, of Woodridge, orga-
nized and participated in the robber-
ies from 2022 through 2024 at coffee 
shops, restaurants, liquor stores, and 
gas stations across the country, in-
cluding in Chicago and its suburbs, 
federal prosecutors said.

Nayi recruited people to pose as 
robbery victims, paid store owners 
to use their businesses, coordinated 
and paid the people acting as rob-
bers, and coached the purported 
victims through the scheme. Par-
ticipants paid him between $5,000 
and $30,000 each for the privilege of 
being “robbed,” hoping to obtain U-
visas, which are available to eligible 
victims of certain crimes who assist 
law enforcement. Upon making pay-
ment, the “victims” were told to be 
at a certain business at a certain date 
and time, officials said. The “robbery 
crew” arrived shortly thereafter.

The purported victims then sought 
certification from local law enforce-
ment agencies confirming that they 
had been victims of qualifying crimes 
and had helped with investigations. 
After obtaining the certifications, the 
purported victims submitted fraudu-
lent U-visa applications to U.S. Citi-
zenship and Immigration Services, 
prosecutors said.

Federal prosecutors said the “rob-
bers” occasionally hit their victims, 
hoping to give the robberies an air of 
legitimacy. But things took a serious 
turn on July 13, 2023. That’s when 
one of the “robbery crews” entered 
Bucktown Food & Liquor, 1950 N. 
Milwaukee, for a scheduled perfor-
mance. Around 9:23 p.m., three “rob-
bers,” all masked and each armed 
with a handgun, entered the store 
and ordered five people inside to 
surrender their wallets, police said at 
the time.

As the phony robbery unfolded, 
one of the crew members uninten-
tionally fired their gun, striking a 26-
year-old store employee in the abdo-

They said he eventually stood up, 
approached the seated victim and 
punched him twice in the head and 
face, striking him in the temple and 
nose.

The victim pressed the emer-
gency button to alert CTA person-
nel. Employees arrived, checked the 
train’s doors and left, prosecutors 
said. Haynes then exited through an 
emergency door into another train 
car. The victim later went to a hos-
pital and learned that his nose was 
fractured, according to the filing.

Investigators also tracked the sus-
pect’s movements and determined 
that a Ventra card registered to 
Haynes had been used to enter the 
CTA system on the day of the attack, 
prosecutors said. But when the victim 
viewed a photo lineup about a week 
after the assault, he identified some-
one else as the attacker. CPD released 
surveillance images of the assailant 
to the media that day and asked the 
public to help identify him.

The second attack occurred May 
24 at the Clinton Green Line station, 
where the victim was working as a 
CTA customer service agent, pros-
ecutors said. The station was closed 
when Haynes allegedly approached 
the employee booth, knocked on 
the window and asked to charge his 
phone. The agent, who was wear-
ing a full CTA uniform, opened the 
booth’s sliding window and allowed 
him to plug in his phone.

Seconds later, Haynes reached 
back inside, grabbed the agent’s 
backpack and punched the worker in 
the face with the same hand, accord-
ing to prosecutors. Haynes allegedly 
dropped the backpack, retrieved his 
phone and charger, then tried to take 
the bag again. The agent kept control 
of the bag and called 911.

After Haynes was recently arrested 
in Naperville and turned over to Chi-
cago police, the Red Line victim par-
ticipated in a second photo lineup 
and identified him as the attacker, 
prosecutors said.

Judge D’Anthony Thedford or-
dered Haynes detained pending 
trial. He is charged with attempted 
robbery and three counts of aggra-
vated battery in connection with the 
two attacks.

Man gets 4 years for violent 
downtown robberies that left 
some victims unconscious

An Indiana man accused of partici-
pating in a string of violent robberies 
downtown and along the Mag Mile 
that left some victims unconscious 
has been given a four-year sentence. 
However, state law will cut his prison 
time in half.

It all started around 2:30 a.m. on 
July 6, 2025, when Michael Seawood, 

25, of East Chi-
cago, and at least 
one accomplice 
allegedly attacked 
a 52-year-old Loop 
resident in the 400 
block of N. Lower 
Michigan Ave. The 
victim fell to the 

ground and lay motionless, suffering 
a broken jaw that required surgery to 
install plates, prosecutors said.

During the attack, a 28-year-old 
man visiting from Las Vegas at-
tempted to intervene, prosecutors 
said. Seawood allegedly turned on 
the man, punching him and knock-
ing him to the ground, where he 
also lay motionless. With both vic-
tims incapacitated, the robbers went 
through their pockets, taking cash 
and phones before leaving the area.

On August 1, 2025, Seawood and 
multiple accomplices allegedly 
struck again in the 100 block of E. 
Illinois St. in Streeterville. A 29-year-
old man who lives nearby was struck 
in the back of the head and knocked 
to the ground, prosecutors said. The 
robbers took his phone, wallet, and 
other belongings.

men. He was critically injured, but he 
survived. The “robbers” ran out and 
jumped into a Kia that had been re-
ported stolen from the 2600 block of 
W. Haddon earlier in the day.

After the robberies, the “victims” 
went to their local police depart-
ments to secure documentation 
that they were the victims of a crime 
that qualified them to apply for a “U-
visa.” That’s an immigration status 
reserved for victims of certain crimes 
who have suffered mental or physi-
cal abuse and are helpful to law en-
forcement or government officials 
in an investigation or prosecution. 
Some relatives of U-visa recipients 
also qualify for special status and, in 
time, U-visa recipients may qualify 
for permanent residency.

Officials identified more than 100 
people who “benefited” from being 
robbed, with most being of Latin 
and South American origin. A federal 
complaint identified 17 specific “rob-
beries” for charging purposes.

Nayi pleaded guilty earlier this 
year to conspiracy to commit visa 
fraud. On Oct. 22, U.S. District Judge 
Mary M. Rowland sentenced him to 
two years in federal prison and fined 
him $50,000. Five other people have 
also been convicted as part of the 
federal investigation.

Woman pushed 73-year-old man 
from CTA bus in the Loop

A woman is charged with push-
ing a 73-year-old man off a CTA bus 
in the Loop earlier this month, caus-
ing him to dislocate his shoulder. The 
incident prompted Chicago police 
to issue a community alert, releasing 
surveillance images and asking the 
public to help identify the suspect.

At about 12:30 p.m. Oct. 6, the vic-
tim was exiting a bus in the 100 block 
of N. Michigan Ave. when Charne Sis-
son, 34, pushed him in the face, caus-
ing him to fall to the ground, officials 
said.

Chicago police arrested Sisson 
on Oct. 20 in the 1900 block of W. 
Roosevelt Rd. as she rode another 
CTA bus.

Judge Ankur Srivastava ordered 
Sisson detained Oct. 21. She is 
charged with aggravated battery of a 
victim older than 60 and aggravated 
battery of a transit passenger. Court 
records show she has a history of ar-
rests for battery, but those have only 
resulted in two convictions.

Woman gets three-years  
for random downtown attacks, 
including at Macy’s X-mas

A woman with a lengthy history 
of attacking people on the CTA has 
been given a three-year sentence 
for a series of attacks downtown last 
December — assaults she carried out 
less than 24 hours after leaving jail 
for attacking other transit riders.

Two of her latest victims were rid-
ing the Red Line. Two others were 
grandparents taking their grandson 
to a holiday lunch at the Walnut 
Room inside Macy’s when they were 
attacked on a store escalator, accord-
ing to prosecutors.

Jada Beatty, 27, pleaded guilty on 
Oct. 21 to aggravated battery of a vic-

tim older than 60 and aggravated 
battery with a deadly weapon be-
fore Judge Ursula Walowski, who 
imposed three-year sentences on 
each count. The sentences will run 
concurrently, leaving Beatty with a 
three-year prison term. State law 
will reduce that term to 18 months, 
with a further reduction for the 310 
days of credit she has earned in 
county jail.

Around 10:10 a.m. Dec. 16, a 19-
year-old woman from Orlando, FL, 
was riding a northbound Red Line 
train that stopped at the State/
Lake CTA station. Prosecutors said 
Beatty boarded, stopped in front of 
the woman, and repeatedly struck 
her in the head with a wine bottle 
before getting off and boarding a 
southbound train.

Beatty then walked through the 
southbound train and struck a 32-
year-old woman in the forehead 
with a glass bottle, causing what 
prosecutors described as a large, 
bleeding laceration. She then fled, 
according to the allegations.

About 30 minutes after the train 
attacks, a 63-year-old Elmhurst 
woman, her 66-year-old husband, 
and their grandson arrived at 
Macy’s for a midday reservation 
at the Walnut Room. As the family 
rode an escalator to the sixth floor, 
Beatty wedged herself between 
the couple, prosecutors said. She 
struck the husband twice in the 
head with a wine bottle, grabbed 
his glasses, and threw them. When 
his wife tried to intervene, Beatty 
struck her in the face, according to 
prosecutors.

Chicago police officers found 
Beatty minutes later on the Wabash 
Avenue side of the Macy’s building. 
While being driven to the police 
station, Beatty volunteered a state-
ment to an officer, saying, “I did hit 
that b****,” prosecutors claimed.

Beatty’s record of attacks on 
public transit stretches back sev-
eral years.

In Aug. 2022, she was charged 
with aggravated battery of a tran-
sit employee after throwing a full 
plastic Sprite bottle that struck a 
CTA bus driver in the jaw near the 
3400 block of S. Martin Luther King 
Dr. She pleaded guilty to a reduced 
misdemeanor battery charge the 
following year and received 12 
months of social service supervi-
sion from Judge Michael McHale.

That supervision did not prevent 
another attack. On May 1, 2024, Be-
atty struck a 20-year-old woman 
in the face on a platform at the 
Roosevelt station, causing her to 
fall to the ground. Beatty was ar-
rested at the scene and charged 
with aggravated battery of a transit 
passenger and aggravated battery 
in a public place.

The next day, she pleaded guilty 
and received a two-year sentence 
from McHale. With 366 days of 
credit for time spent on electronic 
monitoring and the state’s stan-
dard sentence reduction, she was 
released that same day. Less than 
24 hours later, police say, Beatty 
carried out the four attacks in the 
Loop that led to last week’s guilty 
pleas.

Venezuelan men get six years 
for robbing three women in 
Buena Park apartment building

Two Venezuelan men have been 
given six-year sentences for rob-
bing three women inside a Buena 
Park apartment building late last 
year. Jose Dominguez-Rosario, 19, 
and Deus Rojas, 20, each pleaded 
guilty to one count of armed rob-
bery in connection with the Nov. 
22, 2025 muggings, according to 
court records.

Prosecutors said the women 
were returning from a night out in 

police beat see p. 7

Aurelio DeJesus

Charne Sisson, center, and surveil-
lance images of the suspect.

Joseph Haynes mugshot, center, 
and surveillance images of the Red 
Line suspect.

Michael  
Seawood

Jada Betty is seen in a selection of 
her CPD mugshots.
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Gambling was once illegal 
in Chicago and Illinois, and it 
continues to be one of the most 
divisive and dangerous activities 
for those with addictive person-
alities. Only these days it seems 
to be everywhere, from big casi-
nos to gas stations, bars and golf 
courses, right down to the very 
smartphone in your hand. 

Illinois now preys on the gam-
blers and is home to 17 casinos, 
14 active and approved sports-
books, and a network of nearly 
9,000 licensed video gaming es-
tablishments.

Last week the Illinois Gam-
ing Board [IGB] approved a 
proposed rule that adds video 
gaming to the agency’s voluntary 
Self-Exclusion Program for Prob-
lem Gamblers. 

Video gaming terminals 
[VGT] such as slot machines or 
video lottery terminals, pose se-
vere financial, psychological, and 

Ban yourself from the bandits
social risks to individuals who 
develop an addiction to them. In 
places like Illinois and Chicago, 
where VGTs and electronic gam-
ing machines are heavily prolif-
erated across local businesses, 
studies estimate that hundreds of 
thousands of residents suffer from 
gambling-related disorders.

The IGB’s new rule will allow 
people who enroll in the program 
to exclude themselves from the 
State’s network of roughly 50,000 
video gaming terminals through 
identity verification at video gam-
ing redemption terminals while 
creating a framework for video 
gaming player accounts, cashless 
wagering, and responsible gam-
ing limits.

Compulsive gambling fre-
quently leads to draining life 
savings, maxing out credit cards, 
borrowing money from family or 
loan sharks, and facing eviction or 
foreclosure. The design of VGTs 

encourages impulsive behavior, 
where players continually feed 
money back into the terminal in 
an attempt to recover prior losses.

The state will establish tiered 
enrollment durations, expand pro-
gram enrollment channels, and 

establish a voluntary 12-month 
Marketing Exclusion List for pa-
trons leaving the Self-Exclusion 
Program.

Addiction is closely tied to es-
calating anxiety, depression, feel-
ings of hopelessness, shame, and 
intense irritability or agitation 

Any Chicago voter can file an 
application to vote by mail for this 
year’s Midterm General Election. 

But the deadline to mail in a 
ballot is fast approaching. By law, 
any ballot postmarked Wednes-
day, Nov. 4, or later cannot be 
counted. 

If a voter places a ballot enve-
lope in a mailbox near that dead-
line, they risk the ballot not being 
counted. 

The U.S. Postal Service will 
not guarantee Vote By Mail re-
turn ballot envelopes will be post-
marked the same day that you 
mailed it. Any ballot postmarked 
after Nov. 3 will not be accepted. 

All qualified ballots properly 
postmarked by Election Day and 
received up to 14 days after (Nov. 
17) will be processed and count-
ed. 

Voters may also return their 
mailed ballot to a secured drop 
box at any early voting location 
before Election Day.

Voters who request a mail bal-
lot but would prefer to vote in 
person can surrender their mail 
ballot at any early voting location 
or their polling place on Election 
Day to opt for an in-person ballot 
instead. Voters are not allowed to 
vote twice, by mail and at an in-
person location. 

Precinct polling places do not 
have drop boxes on Election Day. 
Precinct election judges cannot 
accept mail ballots, and any bal-
lots returned at precinct polling 
places will not be processed.

Turn in  
those mail in 
ballots now

By Sean Reed
The Center Square

Following the fatal stabbing 
of a Chicago Transit Authority  
employee while on the job, one 
state lawmaker is continuing his 
call to reform the SAFE-T Act 
because the man who killed the 
employee had multiple previous 
felony convictions.

CTA janitor Julian Mobley was 
stabbed and killed while attempt-
ing to help a coworker defuse an 
argument at the Damen and Lake 
Green Line station on Oct. 8.

Chevazz Campbell, the man 
charged with stabbing Mobley, 
was on electronic monitoring for 
multiple previous felonies, and 
reportedly violated the require-
ments of his electronic monitor-
ing multiple times before again 
violating them on the day of the 
stabbing.

Pennie McCoach, president and 
business agent of the Amalgamat-
ed Transit Union local 308 called 
for expanded security within the 
entire CTA during a news confer-
ence about the stabbing.

“We have sounded the alarm 
about safety for years. We have 
asked and pushed and demanded 
action, but reality makes one thing 
painful painfully clear. Whatever 
is being done is not enough,” Mc-
Coach said.

The union leader said the CTA 

needs its own dedicated police 
force, increased lighting and 
cleanliness, more fare gates to 
prevent fare evasion, and better 
maintenance of stations.

She said Mobley was the sec-
ond employee this year on CTA 

property to be killed.
State Rep. Patrick Sheehan, a 

20-year law enforcement officer, 
renewed his calls to reform the 
SAFE-T Act, which among oth-
er things created a no cash bail 
policy and judge-determined pre-
trial release across the state when 
passed in 2021.

“Campbell had seven prior 
felony convictions, including ag-
gravated battery, and violated his 
electronic monitoring conditions 
repeatedly. Yet, he remained on 
electronic monitoring at the time 
of the attack. We have to ask our-
selves how someone with this 
history was still in a position to 

commit such a violent act and 
what needs to change to prevent 
another tragedy,” Sheehan said in 
a news release.

Sheehan is co-sponsor on at 
least four bills he said would 
bring reform to law enforcement 

in the state, including changing 
the eligibility criteria for pretrial 
release, further limit where and 
when people on pretrial release 
can leave home, and require im-
mediate officer contact if a re-
lease is violated.

Keith Hill, president of ATU 
local 241, said the placement of 
50 Cook County Sheriff’s officers 
on CTA lines has had a positive 
impact on safety across the tran-
sit system where available, while 
Chicago Police Dept. efforts have 
been a waste of taxpayer funds.

“That brought [crime] 30% 
down. We’re not advocating to 
get rid of CPD. That money could 

Calls for more transit safety,  
SAFE-T reform after CTA employee killed

when forced to walk away from 
the machine.

“Integrating Illinois video 
gaming into the existing Self-
Exclusion Program is a gaming 
and public health priority,” said 
IGB Administrator Marcus D. 
Fruchter. “The proposed rule will 
bring video gaming’s problem 
gambling protections in line with 
those already in place for Illinois 
casinos and sports wagering and 
set clear guardrails as the indus-
try moves toward digital pay-
ments.”

While the city and state haul in 
a lot of tax money off the addicts, 
addicted individuals frequently 
hide their gambling habits, lie to 
family members about time and 
money spent, and withdraw from 
social obligations. Relationship 
Breakdown: The financial strain 
and breach of trust frequently 
leads to severe marital conflict, 
separation, or divorce.

have been better spent. Every-
body in this room probably will 
tell you, ‘Why don’t you invest in 
more sheriffs?’ Because they’re 
the ones having an impact. 50 of 
them is not enough,” Hill said.

Campbell was charged with 
multiple felonies, including first-
degree murder, and was ordered 
to be detained after being ar-
rested and brought before a Cook 
County judge.

the Gold Coast when they reached 
the front door of their apartment 
building in the 700 block of W. Gor-
don Terrace around 12:17 a.m. Unbe-
knownst to them, Dominguez-Ro-
sario, Rojas, and an unnamed male 
juvenile had followed them inside.

The juvenile lifted his shirt to reveal 
a handgun tucked into his waistband 
and “shushed” the women, prosecu-
tors said. Two of the victims handed 
over their purses, which contained 
wallets and credit cards. The third 
wore her purse across her chest, and 
one of the robbers cut the strap from 
behind. The group then fled with all 
three bags.

Because all three women had their 
phones in their pockets, they were 
able to call 911 quickly, according to 

a CPD report. Officers searched the 
area and stopped the three suspects 
near Lake Shore Dr. and Addison St. 
a short time later. None had a gun or 
any of the victims’ property, prosecu-
tors said, but all three women identi-
fied them as the robbers.

Several hours later, an officer han-
dling a traffic crash on Lake Shore Dr. 
was approached by a citizen who had 
found a loaded 9mm handgun in the 

police beat from p. 6

Jose Dominguez-Rosario, left, and 
Deus Rojas

3600 block of N. Lake Shore Dr., just 
steps from where the suspects had 
been arrested, prosecutors said.

Later that morning, another citizen 
found the victims’ purses in the 4100 
block of N. Marine Dr., about three 
blocks from the robbery scene.

Judge Aleksandra Gillespie sen-
tenced Dominguez-Rosario and 
Rojas to six years in prison each. 
Under state law, their sentences will 
be reduced to three years. Both are 
expected to be released from prison 
on November 21, 2028. Details about 
the outcome of the case against the 
juvenile are not publicly available 
because Illinois law shields juvenile 
court records from public review.

 — Compiled by  CWBChicago.com

The design of VGTs 
encourages impulsive 

behavior, where players 
continually feed money 
back into the terminal 

in an attempt to recover 
prior losses.

“Chevazz Campbell had seven prior felony  
convictions, including aggravated battery, and  
violated his electronic monitoring conditions  

repeatedly. Yet, he remained on electronic  
monitoring at the time of the attack. We have to ask 

ourselves how someone with this history was still 
in a position to commit such a violent act and what 

needs to change to prevent another tragedy,”  
State Rep. Patrick Sheehan said in a news release.
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11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
CHICKEN: Congrats to Joe 

Fontana and Fry the Coop who 
took home the People’s Choice 
Award at this year’s Tender Fest. 
The team served approximately 
8,000 pieces of fried chicken 
throughout the event at Navy Pier 
while connecting with fellow 
fried chicken enthusiasts.

ALL ABOARD: Union Station 
was the venue for designer Lau-
ren Lein Cavanaugh’s amazing 
display of fashion during Fash-
ion Week 2026. She merged two 
of Chicago’s most dynamic and 
inventive style combos, our his-
toric fame as the nation’s railroad 
center with our inventive elegance 
in couture fashion design. Bra-
vo. Huge shout out to Whitney 
Reynolds, Tina Gravel, Andrew 
Santos, Judy Lucas and  Wendy 
Callupe, crushing it on iHeartRa-
dio getting prepped for Lauren’s 
stunning fashion show.

TRAIN: The Illinois Dept. of 
Transportation is conducting a 
feasibility study to evaluate alter-
natives for modernizing the Metra 
Clybourn Station, located on N. 
Ashland Ave. and Armitage Ave. 

RIVER TALK: Head to Sulz-
er Library in Lincoln Square 6:30 
p.m. Nov. 4 and hear Chuck Bet-
zold talk about the last 200 years 
of history of the Chicago River. 
There is a lot more history to 
the river than you may know. No 
RSVP, just show up.

KING OF HEARTS: The 
19th Annual King of Hearts Gala 
will take place Friday, January 29, 
at the Fairmont Millennium Park. 
Christ the King Jesuit College 
Prep will celebrate making a dif-
ference in support of the students 
of their school. This year’s event 
will once again include a vaca-
tion raffle, silent auction, cock-
tails, dinner, and dancing. Help 
raise funds needed to positively 
impact Chicago’s West Side and 
their students’ college and career 
aspirations and showcase your 
partnership by becoming a spon-
sor of the Gala. To join the grow-
ing list of event sponsors, contact 
Maureen Kelly at (773) 413-3509 
or email mkelly@ctkjesuit.org. To 
purchase tickets to the Gala, visit 
https://e.givesmart.com/events/
QE6/#.

KEEPSAKES: Bobbi Panter 
entertains at home, with Sher-
ill Bodine, Wynnis Mackie and 
Melissa Babcock celebrating 
loyal friendships with vintage 
champagne gifted to Bobbi by 
Givenchy and brought back from 
Paris. That’s what friends are for.

SUNDAY, GOWN: Des 
Plaines Theatre. Only three 
weeks away, Nov. 8, 3 p.m.  
Denise Tomasello invites you to 
come and see what gown she will 
be wearing. Free garage park-
ing nearby. Tickets available at: 
https://www.etix.com/.../denise-

athoner Edward Galvin was in 
Chicago for the race with Team 
ASFP raising funds and aware-
ness for suicide prevention… 
Carey Pinkowski welcoming 
former President Bill Clinton and 
former Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton to Chicago following the 
marathon with daughter Chel-
sea… Linda Robin with fam-
ily on a great Japanese journey… 
Incoming District 2 Cook County 
Board of Review Commissioner 
Liz Nicholson gets sworn in on 
Dec. 7, we’ll be seeing lots more 
of her next year… Belated Happy 
Birthday to the great Eamonn 
Cummins, this we must cele-
brate… Cliff Carlson, publisher 
of the Irish American News, had 
a busy week showing Irish writer 
Conal Creedon around town… 
Rosemary Fanti at Cooper’s 
Hawk Winery in New Lenox 
with Susan Baldacci Pawlak, 
Nathan Angio, Norma Blocker, 
Joanne Swabowski Serio, Ann 
Wator and Louise Bertoletti 
Sanderson... Tom Hackett, Tom 
McGuire and their gang of bright 
young things just returning from 
their getaway at Firefly Resort, 
delightful cottages beside Lake 
Michigan in Union Pier, MI… 
Maestro Rich and Kathy Dan-
iels doing the pumpkin patch 
in Hobart, IN, at County Line 
Orchard… Zurich Esposito in 
Shibuya, Tokyo, Japan… Tim 
Weber sipping Sundowner Chill, 
at ChillHop Cafe, on Chill Out 
Beach Party in Ibiza.

SERVICE CLUB GALA: 
The Service Club’s 136th Gala, 
From Hollywood to Bollywood, 
was a colorful black-tie affair at 
the Palmer House, co-chaired 

clean up from p. 2
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by Tina Gravel, Munira Patel 
and Jenna Rummelhart. Shut-
terbug John Reilly and music 
impresario Arny Granat said 
“Cheers to a great Service Club 
event, congratulations to a fabu-
lous team”… Candace Jordan 
declared it “A beautiful night”… 
Contessa   Bottega declared “a 
wonderful evening, raising money 
for a great philanthropy”…”This 
is waaaayyyyy more than a fabu-
lous party—it’s a philanthropic 
lifeline for dozens of Chicago’s 
most deserving non-profits,” ob-
served Cathy Bell Bartholomay. 

WHERE’S HANSEL? Gretel, 
the gastropub at 2833 W. Armit-
age, has it all. Fab creative vittles, 
great cocktails, oysters galore, 
two-story liquor display behind 
the bar, really exciting lobster 
bisque, perfect on chilly Fall day, 
the very best warm lobster roll 
and in house potato chips, divine 
fried chicken, and so much more. 
All this managed by the team be-
hind Little Bad Wolf in Ander-
sonville.

There are three things I have 
learned never to discuss with 
people: religion, politics, and 
the Great Pumpkin. 

– Charles M. Schulz

tog515@gmail.com

Donate to this newspaper’s  
legal fund... visit www.gfundme.
com/manage/your-friendly-
neighborhood-newspapers

tomasello-des-plaines-des.
WHO’S WHERE: Cardinal 

Blase Cupich delivered a lecture 
in Fiera di Primiero, Trentino, 
Italy, commemorating the life 
and enduring legacy of Cardinal  
Joseph Bernardin… Honey 
Jacobs Skinner happy to meet 
Northwestern U.’s new President 
Mung Chiang, who brings en-
gagement, energy and ambition 
to his new role… Dan Balanoff 
in Bloomington, IN, at Sample 
Gates for the Indiana football 
game… Patricia Anne Treacy 
and her violin kicked off the 2026 
Historic Hotels Annual Confer-
ence in Colonial Williamsburg… 
Mark Olley and Jeffrey Banks 
dining at RL and and looking 
swell… Stephanie Leese Emrich 
presenting her latest book “I’ve 
got your back” to Neighbors of 
Kenilworth, including Cathy Bell 
Bartholomay…Eileen Murphy 
Donnersberger at Dirty Nellies 
on the start of an Irish journey, 
lunch with daughter Mary Ei-
leen and cousin Mary O’Toole 
in Bunratty, Co. Clare, happy 
birthday dear cousin Eileen… 
Congratulations to the first Latina 
Chicago DJ, Irene Mojica, you’re 
one of the greatest Chicago DJs 
ever… Mary and Steve Rigik 
hosting all the Rigik Family for 
an Octoberfest at home with gi-
ant pretzels, schnitzel, bratwurst, 
sauerkraut, German potato salad, 
sachertort and Bavarian beer… 
BJ Murray in town and making a 
stop at Tempo Cafe, or as he calls 
it “The Office,” but also celebrat-
ing a fun birthday gig at Storyville 
on Clark and Huron… Irish mar-
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This fall, Lyric Opera of Chica-
go’s Opera in the Neighborhoods 
program will be out on tour with 
opera for young people. 

“Earth to Kenzie” will be pre-
sented for schools and communi-
ty groups across Chicago and the 
suburbs throughout October and 
November. The fall tour includes 
11 student performances plus two 
public performances, reaching 
students in grades 3–6.

Composer Frances Pollock and 
librettist Jessica Murphy Moo 
had children in mind when creat-
ing Earth to Kenzie, a Lyric co-
commission with Seattle Opera. 
The children’s opera introduces 
students and families to Kenzie, a 
fifth grader with homework, asth-
ma, and a vivid imagination. 

When she and her mother have 
to move into a family shelter, 
Kenzie finds refuge in her favor-
ite video game. A one-act oper-
atic adventure, the show explores 
themes and conversations sur-
rounding homelessness, technol-
ogy, and overcoming obstacles to 
find a place in the world.

The show features soprano Bri-
anna Murray as Kenzie, mezzo-
soprano Angela Born as Kenzie’s 
mother, mezzo-soprano Tzytle 
Steinman as Edwin, and baritone 
Samuel James Dewese as Teach-
er. 

The full schedule has yet to be 
released. To reserve tickets and 
discover nearby public perfor-
mances, visit lyricopera.org/ken-
zie. 

Opera in the Neighborhoods 
education programs, has been in-
troducing people to opera since 
1994. This season, their partners 
include  the DuSable Black His-
tory Museum and Education 
Center, Old Town School of Folk 
Music, and the Music Institute of 
Chicago’s historic Nichols Con-
cert Hall.

Lyric Opera  
to do youth tour 

this fall

www.insideonline.com

News tips?
Call 773-465-9700
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Lerner Auditorium,  
Conrad Sulzer Regional Library  

4455 N. Lincoln Ave.
co-sponsored by the COnrad sulzer Regional library

                                     Fall 2026 Lecture Series

Ravenswood-Lake View  
Historical Association

with Chuck Betzold     
Wednesday, November 4  

at 6:30 pm

The North Branch  
of the Chicago River:
Exploring Two Hundred  

Years of Change

Chicago brings together a world of talent during Cabaret Connexion
A multi-city celebration of cab-

aret, jazz, and cultural exchange 
features international artists, lo-
cal performers, and educational 
outreach across the Chicago area 
starting today, Oct. 28.

From the intimate atmosphere 
of neighborhood salons to uni-
versity performance halls and 
community cultural centers, 
the  Cabaret Connexion Concert 
Festival brings a mix of interna-
tional talent, musical discovery, 
and cultural connection to audi-
ences throughout the Chicago re-
gion now through Nov. 8.

The southern edge of the park 
originally served as a massive 
city cemetery throughout the mid-
1800s. During the Great Chicago 
Fire, all the wooden grave mark-
ers were destroyed — and their 
locations became lost to history.

One remnant of this macabre  
past is the limestone Couch Tomb, 
which still stands at the south end 
of Lincoln Park.

In 1998, construction workers 
digging in the park discovered 
human bones. In total, experts 
unearthed the skeletal remains of 
more than 80 people, including 
one 19th-century iron coffin.

Today, it’s estimate that thou-
sands of bodies may remain bur-
ied in unmarked graves through-
out the park. 

Congress Plaza Hotel
The luxurious hotel was built 

to help house the influx of visi-
tors to the city during the fair, 
and quickly became the focus of 
rumors.

For instance, some say that  
mobster Al Capone and his  
cohorts ran their headquarters 
and even committed gruesome 
crimes there, although these 
claims have come under some 
scrutiny.

Mob rumors aside, if you find 
yourself spending the night in 
the South Tower, you might just 
run into “Peg Leg Johnny,” the 
spirit of a man who was allegedly 
murdered in the alley behind the 
hotel.

The North Tower has its own 
urban legends. Hotel staff have 
reported seeing the apparition of 
a playful young boy on the 12th 
floor. He is believed to be the 
spirit of a child who, along with 
his sibling, was thrown from the 
North Tower by his mother. She, 
too, jumped to her death.

The most hauntings, however, 
take place in the infamous Room 
441 at 520 S. Michigan Ave.  
Visitors have reported seeing the 
silhouette of a woman, objects  
moving around the room, or 

haunted from p. 1 lights turning on and off at ran-
dom. The room is even believed 
to be the inspiration for Stephen 
King’s horror story, 1408, about a 
haunted hotel room.

Site of the Eastland Disaster, 
Chicago River

Chicago suffered one of its 
most devastating tragedies on 
July 25, 1915, when the SS East-
land steamship capsized in the 
Chicago River, trapping 2,573 
passengers on board.

The disaster occurred shortly 
after the Titanic sinking, when 
the lack of lifeboats on passenger 
ships came under scrutiny. A new 
regulation was passed to ensure 
enough safety vessels on ships.

Unfortunately, the addition of 
these lifeboats in the Eastland’s 
case caused the already top-heavy 
ship to roll over in the Chicago 
River. In total, 844 passengers 
and crew members died that day.

Various Chicago establish-
ments were used as makeshift 
morgues to store the recovered 
bodies. Many of these spots have 
experienced ghostly sightings, 
and are said to elicit feelings of 
general unease among visitors.

Reports of apparitions and  
unusual wave patterns also  
extend to the stretch of river where 
the Eastland disaster occurred  
between Clark and LaSalle 
Streets. Many of the victims are 
buried in the Bohemian National 
Cemetery on the city’s North 
Side.

The Drake Hotel
The Congress Plaza isn’t the 

only hotel in Chicago with a 
ghostly history.

Built in 1920, The Drake has 
long epitomized elegance and 
opulence, with illustrious guests 
such as Bing Crosby, Frank  
Sinatra, Dean Martin, Mari-
lyn Monroe, Queen Elizabeth 
II, Winston Churchill, Princess  
Diana — and a few forlorn 
ghosts.

Legend has it that the hotel, is 
haunted by two famous women 
— The Woman in Black and the 

Woman in Red.
The Woman in Black was a 

killer who shot a Chicago social-
ite inside her eight-floor suite at 
The Drake in 1944, but was never 
identified or apprehended. Today, 
a mysterious woman, dressed in 
black, is sometimes spotted on the 
hotel’s eighth floor.

The story of the Woman in Red 
starts at the hotel’s New Year’s 
Eve gala in 1920. One of the par-
tygoers discovered her philander-
ing husband (or fiancé, depend-
ing on who’s telling the story). 
In a frenzy of jealousy and rage, 
she takes an elevator to the 10th 
floor, and swiftly jumps to her 
death. Her ghostly apparition can 
be seen haunting the hotel’s ball-
rooms and the 10th floor.

See if you can spot any spirits 
during Afternoon Tea at the Palm 
Court or, better still, book a stay 
at this historic hotel.

Graceland Cemetery
Built in 1860, Graceland Cem-

etery is the final resting place of 
some of Chicago’s most notable 
individuals, like David Adler, 
John Kinzie, Potter Palmer, 
George Pullman, Marshall Field, 
and more.

However, it isn’t an illustrious 
personage that causes a stir at the 
cemetery. Rather, it’s a 6-year-old 
girl by the name of Inez Clarke.

The story goes that Inez was 
struck by lightning in 1880 while 
playing in the rain. Her parents 
memorialized her with a stone 
likeness on her grave. They added 
a glass box to symbolically pro-
tect their daughter from the ele-
ments that had so tragically taken 
her.

On stormy days, cemetery work-
ers and visitors have reported the 
statue entirely missing. As soon 
as the storm subsides, however, 
the statue of Inez Clarke returns 
to its glass box. Many surmise 
that she leaves to once again play 
in the rain.

Site of the St. Valentine’s Day 
Massacre

In 1929, four unknown assail-

ants opened fire on a Lincoln 
Park garage where members of 
a North Side gang had gathered. 
Seven people were killed and the 
nation was shocked at the brutal 
crime.

While the killings technically 
remain unsolved, there’s little 
doubt as to who was actually be-
hind them — Al Capone. The 
famous gangster was in a brutal 
gang war with the North Side 
gang leader Bugs Moran, who 
managed to escape the hit. But for 
the rest of his days, Capone would 

claim that he was haunted by Jim-
my Clark, one of the men killed in 
the Valentine’s Day Massacre.

Today, the garage has been de-
molished and nothing physical 
remains on the site of the mas-
sacre — though many claim that 
something supernatural remains. 
And you can still visit Chicago 
Pizza and Oven Grinder, situated 
directly across the street from the 
murder site. The brownstone that 
houses the restaurant is said to be 
the lookout spot used by Capone’s 
assassins.

(Left) Known as one the most haunted places in Illinois, the Congress Plaza Hotel, 520 S Michigan Ave. (Center) The Drake Hotel, 140 E. Walton Plc. (Right) The site of the Eastland disas-
ter. Photo courtesy Eastland Disaster Historical Society

The festival celebrates the tra-
ditions of cabaret while explor-
ing the many voices, histories, 
and musical styles that continue 
to shape the art form. Audiences 
can experience French chanson, 
jazz, Berlin Kabarett, contempo-
rary performance, and concerts 
highlighting the diverse cultural 
experiences that make cabaret a 
powerful form of storytelling.

The festival offers the chance 
to revisit musical traditions, and 
experience live music in settings 
throughout Chicago and sur-
rounding communities. For tick-

take center stage Wednesday, 
Nov. 4, with A Brief History of 
Berlin Kabarett  at DANK Haus. 
Featuring Anne Fromm, Thomas 
Kellner, and Johanna Paliege, and 

special guest star Angelina Réaux 
(a protégé of Leonard Bernstein), 
the concert explores a distinc-

cabaret see p. 10

ets, visit www.cabaretconnexion.
org/rsvp2026.

On Nov. 2, with a 6 p.m. meet 
and greet  at DANK Haus Ger-
man American Cultural Center, 
4750 N. Western Ave., in Lincoln 
Square. This gathering is an op-
portunity for festival-goers to 
connect with artists and fellow 
music lovers in a relaxed setting.

On Nov. 3, French performer 
Isabelle Georges presents Oh là là 
! at 7 p.m. at the Gateway Lounge 
of the Copernicus Center in Jef-
ferson Park. 

History and cultural heritage 
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Pilsen  Express  
Junk Removal

Affordable rates!
“No job is too big or too small— 

we handle them all.”
Junk we remove:
•	 Furniture/appliance pickup 
•	 Residential cleanouts: 

homes, garages,  
attics & basements

•	 Commercial cleanouts: 
offices, retail stores

•	 Construction debris 
removal 

•	 Eco-friendly recycling  
and donations (TVs,  
any type of electronics)

Serving the greater Chicagoland Area

Call or send a photo  to (312) 961-0498  for a fast & free quote! N E W S  S T A R

Real Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale

Rogers Park Township Real Estate For Sale

N E W S  S T A R

282828 -----------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
TOWD POINT MORTGAGE TRUST 2017-3, U.S. 
BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS INDEN-
TURE TRUSTEE
Plaintiff,
-v.-
JOSE R. GONZALEZ, ILLINOIS HOUSING DE-
VELOPMENT AUTHORITY, 6528 N. FRANCISCO 
CONDO ASSOCIATION
Defendants
2024 CH 07717
6528 N FRANCISCO AVE, UNIT 1E
CHICAGO, IL 60645
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on January 5, 2026, an agent for 
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on December 1, 2026, at The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, 
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to 
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:
Commonly known as 6528 N FRANCISCO AVE, 
UNIT 1E, CHICAGO, IL 60645
Property Index No. 10-36-317-019-0000 &10-36-
317-041-1002
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $217,090.19.
Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, 

GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, contact CHAD LEWIS, ROBERT-
SON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE & PART-
NERS, PLLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 6400 SHAFER 
CT, STE 325, ROSEMONT, IL, 60018 (561) 241-
6901. Please refer to file number 24-216799.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CHAD LEWIS
ROBERTSON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE & 
PARTNERS, PLLC
6400 SHAFER CT, STE 325
ROSEMONT IL, 60018
561-241-6901
E-Mail: ILMAIL@RASLG.COM
Attorney File No. 24-216799
Attorney ARDC No. 6306439
Attorney Code. 65582
Case Number: 2024 CH 07717
TJSC#: 46-71
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 

Commonly known as 1531 W Farwell Ave Unit 1N, 
Chicago, IL 60626
Property Index No. 11-32-120-038-1007
The real estate is improved with a Residential 
Property. The judgment amount was $181,620.51 
Sale Terms: Full Sale Terms are available on the 
property page at www.auction.com by entering 
1531 W Farwell Ave Unit 1N into the search bar. If 
sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, the winning 
bidder must pay the full bid amount within twenty-
four (24) hours of the auction's end. All payments 
must be certified funds. No third-party checks will be 
accepted. All bidders will need to register at www.
auction.com prior to placing a bid. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to plaintiff and in "AS IS" condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court. 
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchas-
er will receive a certificate of sale that will entitle the 
purchaser to a deed to the real estate after confirma-
tion of the sale. The property will NOT be open for 
inspection and plaintiff makes no representation as 
to the condition of the property, prospective bidders 
are admonished to check the court file to verify all 
information. If this property is a condominium unit, 
the purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, 
other than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments 
and the legal fees required by the Condominium 
property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9 (g)(l) and (g)(4). If this 
property is a condominium unit which is part of a 
common interest community, the purchaser of the 

25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales 
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted. 
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to Plaintiff and in ''AS IS'' condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-

a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2024 CH 07717
I3295381

212121 ----------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
MSR Asset Vehicle LLC
Plaintiff,
-v.-
Charles Wadee; 1529-37 W. Farwell Condominium 
Association; Unknown Heirs and Legatees of James 
Wadee; Unknown Owners and Nonrecord Claim-
ants; NaaLomoley A. Sahin as Independent Ad-
ministrator of the Estate of James Abbam Wadee, 
Deceased; Jennifer Gonsalves; Helen Gyamfi; Flor-
ence Agyeman; Kodjo Wadee; Elizabeth Kuntuah; 
Josephine Wadee; Alison Wadee
Defendants.
2024CH05935
1531 W Farwell Ave Unit 1N, Chicago, IL 60626
NOTICE OF SALE PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale entered in the above cause on 7/13/2026, 
an agent of Auction.com, LLC will conduct the On-
line Only auction at www.auction.com, with the bid-
ding window opening on 11/23/2026 at 10:00 AM 
CDT and closing on November 25, 2026 at 10:00 
AM subject to extension, and will sell at public sale 
to the highest bidder, as set forth below, the follow-
ing described real estate.

unit at the foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee 
shall pay the assessments required by the Condo-
minium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1). IF 
YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701 (C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW. For informa-
tion, contact Plaintiffs attorney: CODILIS & ASSO-
CIATES PC 6307945300 please refer to file number 
14-24-03724. Auction.com, LLC 100 N LaSalle St., 
Suite 1400, Chicago, IL 60602 - 872-225-4985 You 
can also visit www.auction.com. Attorney File No. 
14-24-03724 Case Number: 2024CH05935 NOTE: 
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLECTION 
PRACTICES ACT, YOU ARE ADVISED THAT 
PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY IS DEEMED TO BE A 
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
I3295337

141414 ----------------------------------------------------

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad  

For 3 Consecutive Weeks 
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700S K Y L I N E

Real Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale

North Township Real Estate For Sale

282828 -------------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing
Plaintiff,
-v.-
Michelle J. Ricci; Michelle J. Ricci as Trustee of the 
Michelle J. Ricci Living Trust dated November 9, 
2011; James R. Follett as Trustee of the Michelle 
J. Ricci Living Trust dated November 9, 2011; 900-
910 Lake Shore Drive Condominium Association; 
Unknown Owners and Nonrecord Claimants
Defendants.
2025CH11303
900 N LAKESHORE DR UNIT 2303, CHICAGO, 
IL 60611
NOTICE OF SALE PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale entered in the above cause on 7/24/2026, 
an agent of Auction.com, LLC will conduct the On-
line Only auction at www.auction.com, with the bid-
ding window opening on 11/30/2026 at 10:00 AM 
CDT and closing on December 2, 2026 at 10:00 AM 
subject to extension, and will sell at public sale to 
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate.
Commonly known as 900 N LAKESHORE DR UNIT 
2303, CHICAGO, IL 60611
Property Index No. 17-03-215-013-1391
The real estate is improved with a Condominium. 
The judgment amount was $248,551.27 Sale 
Terms: Full Sale Terms are available on the prop-

TER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701 (C) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE 
LAW. For information, contact Plaintiffs attorney: 
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES PC 6307945300 please 
refer to file number 14-25-07032. Auction.com, 
LLC 100 N LaSalle St., Suite 1400, Chicago, IL 
60602 - 872-225-4985 You can also visit www.
auction.com. Attorney File No. 14-25-07032 Case 
Number: 2025CH11303 NOTE: PURSUANT TO 
THE FAIR DEBT COLLECTION PRACTICES ACT, 
YOU ARE ADVISED THAT PLAINTIFF'S ATTOR-
NEY IS DEEMED TO BE A DEBT COLLECTOR 
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
I3295488

212121 ------------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
HINSDALE BANK & TRUST COMPANY N.A.
Plaintiff,
-v.-
DENISE R. DYER, AS TRUSTEE AND/OR HER 
SUCCESSORS OF THE DRD6 TRUST, U/T/A 
DATED SEPTEMBER 19, 2024 A/K/A TRUST 
NUMBER 2024DK8437, DENISE R DYER, ROB-
ERT G DYER, THE 401 EAST ONTARIO CONDO-
MINIUM ASSOCIATION, UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NONRECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendants

plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, examine the court file, CODILIS & 
ASSOCIATES, P.C. Plaintiff's Attorneys, 15W030 
NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100, BURR 
RIDGE, IL, 60527 (630) 794-9876
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 

erty page at www.auction.com by entering 900 N 
LAKESHORE DR UNIT 2303 into the search bar. 
If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, the winning 
bidder must pay the full bid amount within twenty-
four (24) hours of the auction's end. All payments 
must be certified funds. No third-party checks will 
be accepted. All bidders will need to register at 
www.auction.com prior to placing a bid. The subject 
property is subject to general real estate taxes, spe-
cial assessments, or special taxes levied against 
said real estate and is offered for sale without any 
representation as to quality or quantity of title and 
without recourse to plaintiff and in "AS IS" condi-
tion. The sale is further subject to confirmation by 
the court. Upon payment in full of the amount bid, 
the purchaser will receive a certificate of sale that 
will entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real es-
tate after confirmation of the sale. The property will 
NOT be open for inspection and plaintiff makes no 
representation as to the condition of the property, 
prospective bidders are admonished to check the 
court file to verify all information. If this property is 
a condominium unit, the purchaser of the unit at 
the foreclosure sale, other than a mortgagee, shall 
pay the assessments and the legal fees required by 
the Condominium property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9 (g)
(l) and (g)(4). If this property is a condominium unit 
which is part of a common interest community, the 
purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale other 
than a mortgagee shall pay the assessments re-
quired by the Condominium Property Act, 765 ILCS 
605/18.5(g-1). IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AF-

2025CH05940
401 E ONTARIO STREET UNIT 2309
CHICAGO, IL 60611
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on August 10, 2026, an agent for 
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on 
November 17, 2026, at The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, 
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to 
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:
Commonly known as 401 E ONTARIO STREET 
UNIT 2309, CHICAGO, IL 60611
Property Index No. 17-10-208-017-1188
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, 
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales 
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted. 
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to Plaintiff and in ''AS IS'' condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 

at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CODILIS & ASSOCIATES, P.C.
15W030 NORTH FRONTAGE ROAD, SUITE 100
BURR RIDGE IL, 60527
630-794-5300
E-Mail: pleadings@il.cslegal.com
Attorney File No. 14-25-03576
Attorney ARDC No. 00468002
Attorney Code. 21762
Case Number: 2025CH05940
TJSC#: 46-1885
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used for 
that purpose.
Case # 2025CH05940
I3295632

141414 ---------------------------------------------------

Legal Ads DBA Public Notices.
We’ll Run Your Ad  

For 3 Consecutive Weeks 
For Only $150.00.
Call 773-465-9700

neighborhood news and informa-
tion.

APPENDIX
Evaluation of Meta’s  
Updated Terms of Service

As posted by Meta at https://
www.facebook.com/legal/com-
mercial_terms_preview, their 
upcoming terms will include the 
following passage:

You authorize us (or any en-
tity acting on our behalf) to use  

leaving from p. 3 automated software (such as web 
scrapers, bots, robots, spiders, 
crawlers, and user agents) and 
create test credentials to access, 
index, cache, analyze, collect, re-
trieve, or crawl the domains, web 
pages, or URLs (and any content 
available through them) that are 
associated with your products or 
services, or that are made avail-
able through your or users’ use 
of Meta Company Products and 
services, and to periodically 
pull updates from such domains, 
web pages, or URLs in order to 
provide, develop, improve, re-
search, and maintain advertising 
and business products (including 
business, commercial and related 
products to help you create and 
deliver ads and other commercial 
content, provide users informa-
tion about your products and ser-
vices, and connect you with users 
who may be interested in your 
products and services) and main-
tain the integrity and security of 
Meta Company Products.

Examining this closely shows 
how specific elements would im-
pact the McKinley Park News 
and our users:

“You authorize us (or any en-
tity acting on our behalf) …”

So not only Meta would claim 
the right to scraping our news 
away: It could be any entity, dis-

closed or not, supposedly autho-
rized by Meta that could do so. 
Meta could sublicense and sell 
the right to scrape and steal from 
us to anyone they wished.

“… use automated software 
(such as web scrapers, bots, ro-
bots, spiders, crawlers, and user 
agents) ...”

Meta will sic their vacuum of 
inhuman automated tech against 
us, including AI training agents, 
to the detriment of our service’s 
speed and reliability.

“… and create test credentials 
…”

This is code for Meta’s allow-
ance to invade our all-human 
membership community with 
fraudulent AI agents signing up 
to spy and scrape toward what-
ever purposes they choose.

“… to access, index, cache, 
analyze, collect, retrieve, or 
crawl the domains, web pages, or 
URLs (and any content available 
through them) that are associated 
with your products or services, or 
that are made available through 
your or users’ use of Meta Com-
pany Products and services …”

Meta states that because mckin-
leypark.news is “associated” with 
our separate commercial presence 
on their service, they get to take 
everything we publish on our own 
website — “any content” — and 

NEED HELP WITH YOUR 

RETIREMENT PLAN? 
If you have questions about your pension, 401(k) or 
profit sharing plan, call the Illinois Pension 
Assistance Project at (888) 425-6067 to get free legal 
advice. Funded by the U.S. Administration for 
Community Living, IPAP staff provides free legal 
assistance to anyone with a question about their 
retirement plan. 

CALL US TODAY 1.888.425.6067 

tive European cabaret tradition 
known for its wit, artistry, and so-
cial commentary.

French chanson enthusiasts 
will have an opportunity to ex-
perience musical history Nov. 5, 
at  Piaf in Perspective. Featuring 
Anne-Sophie Guerrier and Angé-
lique Dessaint direct from Paris, 
the 7:30 p.m. performance at 
l’Alliance Française de Chicago, 
810 N. Dearborn St., to celebrates 
the legacy of French singer Édith 
Piaf.

On Nov. 7, offers two distinct 
musical experiences. The 2 p.m. 
matinée of Seasons for Connexion 
singers at The CheckOut, 4116 N. 
Clark St., Lakeview. While Old 
Town at 7 p.m. will celebrate the 
spirit of Paris’s famed Montmar-
tre district to the Old Town Tri-
angle Assoc., 1763 N. North Park 
Ave.

The festival’s final showcase 
matinée, Color and Light, begins 
at 2 p.m. Nov. 8, at DePaul Uni-
versity’s Holtschneider Perfor-
mance Center, in Brennan Hall, 
2330 N. Halsted St.

On Nov. 9, Homage to Cabaret 
Lapin Agile at PianoForte Chica-
go, 1330 S. Michigan Ave., offers 
a two-part tribute that begins with 
a solo piano performance by the 
acclaimed classical improviser 
Jean Claude Orfali, followed by 
Yves Mathieu, the late proprietor 
of the Cabaret Lapin Agile. The 
event honors the spirit of a histor-
ic cabaret tradition and the people 
who sustain its legacy.

Solo shows associated with the 
Connexion artists run through 
November. (The salon’s address 
for these performances will be 
announced closer to each event.)

cabaret from p. 9store and use it on their service.
“… and to periodically pull 

updates from such domains, web 
pages, or URLs …”

Meta will scrape and steal con-
tinually from us: This isn’t a one-
time thing, and we’d have no con-
trol or understanding of how and 
when they’d dig into our server, 

platform and service.
“… in order to provide, devel-

op, improve, research, and main-
tain advertising and business 
products …”

Meta will create products based 
on what they’ve scraped from us: 
They will take our original local 
news and employ it in equivalent 
products that will directly com-
pete against the McKinley Park 
News, whether from Meta or a 
third party to whom they’ve sold 
our content.

The McKinley Park News is 
not alone in our alarm about  
Meta’s new terms of service and 
note some others who have identi-
fied this issue:
•	 The Nieman Lab published 
“Meta’s new commercial terms 
will allow the scraping of news 
sites, legal experts say” on Octo-
ber 15, 2026.
 
•	 The “News/Media Alliance 
Statement on Changes to Meta 
Commercial Terms of Use” was 
issued on October 16, 2026.

This is code for Meta’s  
allowance to invade  

our all-human member-
ship community with 
fraudulent AI agents  
signing up to spy and 

scrape toward whatever 
purposes they choose.
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Autos Wanted
Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 800-245-0398

Commercial Space for Rent
Commercial storefronts on hot hot hot prime Buck-
town main street near 606. First floor with 800 to 
1000 square feet, $15 per foot / UP. Three-year 
lease @ $15 sq. ft. to developer/builder with proven 
funds. 773-772-0808 please leave message.

Coins

Pilsen Express Junk Removal
Serving the greater  
Chicagoland Area

Junk removal we cover
• Furniture/appliance pickup 

• Residential cleanouts (homes, garages, 
attics, basements) 

• Commercial cleanouts  
(offices, retail stores) 

• Construction debris removal 
• Eco-friendly recycling  

and donations  
(TVs, any type of electronics)

“No job is too big or too small—we 
handle them all.” Affordable rates. 

Call or send a photo to  
(312) 961-0498  

for a fast & free quote!

 Service Directory/Classifieds

• Welder Generator
• Drain Rodder
• Ridgid Threading Machine
• Tank Torch Set    
• Ridgid Plumbing Tools

TOOL  
LIQUIDATION

101supplyok@gmail.com

773-818-0808
RECYCLED • CHEAP

TOOL LIQUIDATION

ACCURATE  
EXTERIOR

& MASONRY
Specializing in Tuckpointing  

Chimneys, Brick Work, Lintel, 
Parapet Walls, Parging,  

City Violations & Roofing.
Rated “A” on Angie’s List

Licensed and Insured
Free Estimate

773-592-4535
(10S14A)

• TUCKPOINTING • BRICKWORK
• MASONRY • CHIMNEY

• MASONRY VIOLATIONS CORRECTED
• LINTEL REPLACEMENT

• ROOFING • PARAPET WALLS
• GUTTERS • SOFFIT/FASCIA

10% DISCOUNT
FREE ESTIMATES - INSURED

(773) 774-0444
www.MarksTuckpointing.com

Sleeping Rooms

Nice room w/ stove, fridge 
& bath. Near ALDI,  

Walgreens, beach, Red 
Line & buses. Elevator & 
Laundry. $149/wk and up. 

773-275-4442

Cook County - Chicago

BIG ROOM with stove, 
fridge, bath & nice wood 
floors. Near Red Line & 

Buses. Elevator & Laundry, 
Shopping. $139/wk.  

773-561-4970
Clean room, refrigerator, 

microwave, near Oak Park, 
Food-For-Less, Walmart, 

Walgreens, Laundry,  
Buses and Metra.

$140.00 a week and up.
$595.00 a month and up.

773-637-5957

WINDOWS

4935 W. Le Moyne St., Chicago, IL 60651
773-379-3500   www.advancedwindow.com

Advanced Window Corp.

American and European Windows & Doors
Manufacturing & Sales

VIST OUR SHOWROOM TODAY

GLASS & SCREEN REPAIRS DONE FAST!

EYE CARE

To place an ad, call 773-465-9700 or email:  
insidepublicationschicago@gmail.com   

Deadline: 5pm Fridays

A Red’s Hauling Service
Removal of unwanted items  

from Basements, Garages, Attics,  
Businesses, Estate Clearance

Senior Citizen Discount
FREE ESTIMATES

773-616-0979
redshaulingservice.com

Furniture Removal/ 
Junk Removal

CHESTNUT ORGANIZING 
AND CLEANING SERVICES:

 Especially for people who 
need an organizing service  

because of depression, 
elderly, physical or mental 
challenges or other causes 

for your home’s clutter, 
disorganization, dysfunction, 
etc. We can organize for the 
downsizing of your current  
possessions to more easily  
move into a smaller home.  

With your help, we can 
organize and clean for the 

deceasedin lieu of having the 
bereaved needing to do the 

preparation to sell or rent the 
deceased’s home. We are  

absolutely not judgemental; 
we’ve seen and done “worse” 

than your job assignement. 
With your help,  

can we please help you?
Chestnut Cleaning Service:  

312-332-5575 
www.ChestnutCleaning.com

Services

Midwest  
General  

Contractor
REPAIRS

ROOFS • GUTTERS
CARPENTRY • WINDOWS

SIDING • DOORS
Call John

(312) 301-9980

CONTRACTORHeating & Cooling

ALL HOME  
PROJECTS

Heating & Cooling
Any Repairs

New Installations
Electrical

Senior Discounts
Licensed and Insured
708-680-6161

Janitorial

Choice JANITORIAL BBB A+ Rat-
ing COMMON AREAS CLEANING•  
OFFICE CLEANING - CARPET 
CLEANING • POWER WASHING - 
SNOW REMOVAL 773-292-6015
www.callchoicejanitorial.com

Miscellaneous
Consumer Cellular - same reliable, nationwide cov-
erage as large carriers. No long-term contract or 
hidden fees, free activation. All plans unlimited talk 
& text starting at just $20/mo. 877-751-0866

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom 
bath or shower in as little as 1-day. Limited time, 
waving all installation costs! Additional terms apply. 
Subject to change & vary by dealer. Ends soon. 
844-501-3208

Need cash quickly? We buy houses in any condi-
tion. Get a fair cash offer within 24 hours! Call today. 
Liz Buys Houses: 833-359-4707

No more cleaning gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter 
backed by no-clog guarantee & lifetime warranty. 
Call 1-833-610-1936 to schedule FREE inspection/
estimate. Get 15% off your entire order. Military & 
Seniors get additional 10% off. Limited time. Re-
strictions apply, see rep for details.

Eye Exam with  
3-Month SPH Contacts

only $120 

SUPERIOR EYECARE
SINCE 1987

773-525-1601
1152 W. Diversey Parkway

We Accept Care Credit

MAKING GLASSES -  
Lens & Frame - IN 1 HOUR

for as low as $200

847-749-8227
847-291-9091

DRYWALL - WALLPAPERING
PLASTERING - TILE - CARPENTRY

DADRASS
PAINTING

• FREE ESTIMATES •

KITCHEN & BATH  
REMODELING

DADRASSPAINTING@YAHOO.COM

PAINTING

TUCKPOINTING

Miscellaneous cont.
Peace of mind & early detection - Now more than 
ever, it’s important to get screened for Stroke & 
Cardiovascular Disease risk. Life Line Screening is 
simple & painless. 833-970-4172

Reach millions of homes nationwide with one easy, 
affordable buy in the ADS Network! For more infor-
mation www.communitypublishers.com/category/
all-products

SunSetter. America’s Number One Awning! Instant 
shade at the touch of a button. Transform your deck 
or patio into an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year limited 
warranty. Save $350 today! 855-914-1148

TOP DOLLAR PAID for old vintage guitars! Gibson, 
Fender, Martin, Grecsch, Rickenbacker, Epiphone, 
Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. Call 866-433-8277

Notice is hereby given, pursuant 
to 3An Act in relation to the use of 
an Assumed Business Name in the 
conduct or transaction of Business 
in the State, ́as amended, that a 
certification was registered by the 
undersigned with the County Clerk 
of Cook County. Registration Num-
ber: M26002107 on October 21, 
2026.
Under the Assumed Business 
Name of IMMEDIATE TOWING & 
HAULING with the business located 
at: PO BOX 1040 15441 CENTER 
AVE, HARVEY, IL 60426
The true and real full name(s) and 
residence address of the owner(s)/
partner(s) is: Owner/Partner Full 
Name Complete Address PHILLIP 
GREGORY ROBINSON 15441 
CENTER AVE HARVEY, IL 60426, 
USA

Legal Notice

East Bank Storage located  
at 730 West Lake Street, Chicago, IL,  

312-876-2000, is opening lockers:
5230D- AE-clemments LLC (Akinseye Akinwumi)

7730F- Gentry, Hunt
6670D-Josha L Ivy

5365I-Watson, Francheska
for public sale.

This sale is to be held on  
Tuesday, November 24, 2026, at 2:00PM.  

Cash payments only.

Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage at 1200 W. 35th St.,  
773-247-3000, is opening lockers:  

4C4173 (Shannon Bonner),  
3D3381 (Shannon Bonner),  
3C3233 (Harold Chapman),  
3D3303 (Mark Jaroszewski),  

3F3579 (Eli Merritt), and 3E3427 (Victoria Ross) 
for public sale of miscellaneous items.  
This sale is to be held on Thursday,  

November 12, 2026, at 2:00 pm. Cash only.

Notice of Public Sale

East Bank Storage, located  
at 429 W. Ohio St, Chicago IL (312-644-2000),  

is opening lockers: 4528X (Thorndill, Heith),  
4558X (Delhar, Natalia),  

520X (Halloran, Thomas),  
3523X and 6619X (Lahood, Edward),  

2808F (Stephens, Anita V), 2706X  
and 3525X (Stubbs, Debbra)  

for public sale on  
November 24, 2026, at 3:00 p.m. Cash only.

Notice of Public Sale

to advertise   
Call  

773-465-9700

CALL NOW
1.866.753.9521 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

Transform 
Your Bathroom 

and Change 
Your Life.

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last. 
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions 

may apply. Offer available in select markets only.  CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445  13VH11096000

FREE TOILET + $2,000 OFF*

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-417-1306

Real Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For SaleReal Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale Real Estate For Sale

Lakeview Township Real Estate For Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
WELLS FARGO BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 
SUCCESSOR BY MERGER TO WELLS FARGO 
BANK MINNESOTA, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 
AS TRUSTEE FOR BANC OF AMERICA MORT-
GAGE SECURITIES, INC. MORTGAGE PASS-
THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2003-J
Plaintiff
vs.
TERENCE MAHER A/K/A TERENCE J. MAHER, 
3531 NORTH RETA CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIA-
TION, WINTRUST BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION SUCCESSOR IN INTEREST TO NORTH 
BANK, NEELAM PATEL, UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS
Defendant
24 CH 758
CALENDAR 58
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to 
a Judgment of Foreclosure entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion will on December 7, 2026, at the hour 11:00 
a.m., Intercounty's office, 120 West Madison Street, 
Suite 718A, Chicago, IL 60602, sell, in person, to 
the highest bidder for cash, the following described 
mortgaged real estate:
P.I.N. 14-20-407-040-1003.
Commonly known as 3531 N. RETA AVE., UNIT 
3C, CHICAGO, IL 60657.
The real estate is: condominium residence. The 
purchaser of the unit other than a mortgagee shall 
pay the assessments and the legal fees required by 
subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 189.5 of the 
Condominium Property Act. Sale terms: At sale, the 
bidder must have 10% (or 25% if so ordered in the 
Judgment of Foreclosure) down by certified funds, 
balance within 24 hours, by certified funds. No re-
funds. The property is sold AS IS subject to all liens 
or encumbrances. The property will NOT be open 
for inspection. Prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the circuit court case record, property tax 
record and the title record to verify all information 
before bidding. IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO 
REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER 
THE ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(c) 
OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE 
LAW.
For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's 
Attorney, Law Offices of Ira T. Nevel, 175 North 
Franklin Street, Suite 201, Chicago, Illinois 60606. 
(312) 357-1125. 24-00197
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
The Huntington National Bank
Plaintiff
vs.
The Huntington National Bank f/k/a TCF National 
Bank, a National Banking Association; Unknown 
Owners and Non-Record Claimants; 3600 Condo-
minium Association; Andrew Mirecki; The Unknown 
Heirs and Legatees of Leszek Mirecki, deceased; 
Andrew Mirecki, as Independent Administrator of 
the Estate of Leszek Mirecki, deceased
Defendant
25 CH 12297
CALENDAR 59
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to 
a Judgment of Foreclosure entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion will on November 30, 2026, at the hour 11:00 
a.m., Intercounty's office, 120 West Madison Street, 
Suite 718A, Chicago, IL 60602, sell, in person, to 
the highest bidder for cash, the following described 
mortgaged real estate:
P.I.N. 14-21-110-020-1441.
Commonly known as 3600 NORTH LAKE SHORE 
DRIVE, UNIT 2019, CHICAGO, IL 60613.
The real estate is: condominium residence. The 
purchaser of the unit other than a mortgagee shall 
pay the assessments and the legal fees required by 
subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 189.5 of the 
Condominium Property Act. Sale terms: At sale, the 
bidder must have 10% (or 25% if so ordered in the 
Judgment of Foreclosure) down by certified funds, 
balance within 24 hours, by certified funds. No re-
funds. The property is sold AS IS subject to all liens 
or encumbrances. The property will NOT be open 
for inspection. Prospective bidders are admonished 
to check the circuit court case record, property tax 
record and the title record to verify all information 
before bidding. IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR 
(HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO RE-
MAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER THE 
ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH SECTION 15-1701(c) OF THE 
ILLINOIS MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's 
Attorney, Manley Deas Kochalski LLC, One East 
Wacker Drive, Suite 1250, Chicago, Illinois 60601. 
(614) 220-5611. 25-026168
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3296211

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 

legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, contact CHAD LEWIS, ROBERT-
SON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE & PART-
NERS, PLLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 6400 SHAFER 
CT, STE 325, ROSEMONT, IL, 60018 (561) 241-
6901. Please refer to file number 23-134479.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CHAD LEWIS
ROBERTSON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE & 
PARTNERS, PLLC
6400 SHAFER CT, STE 325
ROSEMONT IL, 60018
561-241-6901
E-Mail: ILMAIL@RASLG.COM
Attorney File No. 23-134479
Attorney ARDC No. 6306439
Attorney Code. 65582
Case Number: 2023CH07059
TJSC#: 46-1952
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 
a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2023CH07059
I3296030

212121 ----------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
EVERBANK, N.A.,
Plaintiff

intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3296606

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
AMERIHOME MORTGAGE COMPANY,
LLC,
Plaintiff
vs.
DONALD KRUEGER; RASHAD WHITLEY; BRIAR 
PLACE CONDOMINIUM; UNKNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS;
Defendant
25 CH 4728
CALENDAR 60
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to 
a Judgment of Foreclosure entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion will on December 7, 2026, at the hour 11:00 
a.m., Intercounty's office, 120 West Madison Street, 
Suite 718A, Chicago, IL 60602, sell, in person, to 
the highest bidder for cash, the following described 
mortgaged real estate:
P.I.N. 14-28-104-119-1001, 14-28-104-119-1008.
Commonly known as 717 W. BRIAR PLACE, UNIT 
G AND P-1, CHICAGO, IL 60657.
The real estate is: condominium residence. The 
purchaser of the unit other than a mortgagee shall 
pay the assessments and the legal fees required 
by subdivisions (g)(1) and (g)(4) of Section 189.5 
of the Condominium Property Act. Sale terms: 
At sale, the bidder must have 10% (or 25% if so 
ordered in the Judgment of Foreclosure) down by 
certified funds, balance within 24 hours, by certi-
fied funds. No refunds. The property is sold AS IS 
subject to all liens or encumbrances. The property 
will NOT be open for inspection. Prospective bid-
ders are admonished to check the circuit court case 
record, property tax record and the title record to 
verify all information before bidding. IF YOU ARE 
THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 
30 DAYS AFTER THE ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SEC-
TION 15-1701(c) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.
For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's 
Attorney, Diaz Anselmo & Associates P.A., 1771 
West Diehl Road, Suite 120, Naperville, IL 60563. 
(630) 453-6960. 7242-216992
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3296574

282828 -----------------------------------------------------

ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
WILMINGTON TRUST, NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE TO CITIBANK, 
N.A., AS TRUSTEE FOR THE BEAR STEARNS 
ALT-A TRUST, MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH 
CERTIFICATES SERIES 2006-4
Plaintiff,
-v.-
BRANDI HENSLEY, THE BERWYN CONDO-
MINIUMS, NFP C/O BOARD OF MANAGERS, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS
Defendants
2023CH07059
5224 N WINTHROP AVENUE, UNIT 1B
CHICAGO, IL 60640
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on August 21, 2026, an agent for 
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM on 
November 23, 2026, at The Judicial Sales Corpo-
ration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, 
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to 
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:
PIN: 14-08-210-025-1002
CKA: 5224-28 NORTH WINTHROP AVENUE UNIT 
1B, CHICAGO IL, 60640
Commonly known as 5224 N WINTHROP AVENUE, 
UNIT 1B, CHICAGO, IL 60640
Property Index No. 14-08-210-025-1002
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $294,064.94.
Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, 
25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales 
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted. 
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to Plaintiff and in ''AS IS'' condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will en-
title the purchaser to a deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 

vs.
DAMON RITENHOUSE, SPECIAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE OF DONALD SLACK, DECEASED; SHORE-
LINE TOWERS CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION; 
UNKNOWN OWNERS AND NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS; LINDA CHAPMAN; UNKNOWN 
HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF DONALD SLACK; 
UNKNOWN HEIRS AND LEGATEES OF ELIZA-
BETH MADDEN,
Defendant
24 CH 491
CALENDAR 56
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that pursuant to 
a Judgment of Foreclosure entered in the above 
entitled cause Intercounty Judicial Sales Corpora-
tion will on November 23, 2026, at the hour 11:00 
a.m., Intercounty's office, 120 West Madison Street, 
Suite 718A, Chicago, IL 60602, sell, in person, to 
the highest bidder for cash, the following described 
mortgaged real estate:
P.I.N. 14-05-203-011-1242.
Commonly known as 6301 North Sheridan Road, 
#18a, Chicago, IL 60660.
The real estate is: condominium residence. Sale 
terms: At sale, the bidder must have 10% (or 25% 
if so ordered in the Judgment of Foreclosure) down 
by certified funds, balance within 24 hours, by certi-
fied funds. No refunds. The property is sold AS IS 
subject to all liens or encumbrances. The property 
will NOT be open for inspection. Prospective bid-
ders are admonished to check the circuit court case 
record, property tax record and the title record to 
verify all information before bidding. IF YOU ARE 
THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSESSION FOR 
30 DAYS AFTER THE ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SEC-
TION 15-1701(c) OF THE ILLINOIS MORTGAGE 
FORECLOSURE LAW.
For information call Sales Department at Plaintiff's 
Attorney, McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLP, 333 
West Wacker Drive, Suite 1820, Chicago, Illinois 
60606. 312-346-9088. 23-17219IL
INTERCOUNTY JUDICIAL SALES CORPORA-
TION
intercountyjudicialsales.com
I3295880

141414 ------------------------------------------------------
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
TOWD POINT MORTGAGE TRUST 2017-3, U.S. 
BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS INDEN-
TURE TRUSTEE
Plaintiff,
-v.-
JOSE R. GONZALEZ, ILLINOIS HOUSING DE-
VELOPMENT AUTHORITY, 6528 N. FRANCISCO 
CONDO ASSOCIATION
Defendants
2024 CH 07717
6528 N FRANCISCO AVE, UNIT 1E
CHICAGO, IL 60645
NOTICE OF SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 
to a Judgment of Foreclosure and Sale entered in 
the above cause on January 5, 2026, an agent for 
The Judicial Sales Corporation, will at 10:30 AM 
on December 1, 2026, at The Judicial Sales Cor-
poration, One South Wacker, 1st Floor Suite 35R, 
Chicago, IL, 60606, sell at public in-person sale to 
the highest bidder, as set forth below, the following 
described real estate:
Commonly known as 6528 N FRANCISCO AVE, 
UNIT 1E, CHICAGO, IL 60645
Property Index No. 10-36-317-019-0000 &10-36-
317-041-1002
The real estate is improved with a condominium.
The judgment amount was $217,090.19.
Sale terms: If sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, 

GAGE FORECLOSURE LAW.
You will need a photo identification issued by a 
government agency (driver's license, passport, 
etc.) in order to gain entry into our building and the 
foreclosure sale room in Cook County and the same 
identification for sales held at other county venues 
where The Judicial Sales Corporation conducts 
foreclosure sales.
For information, contact CHAD LEWIS, ROBERT-
SON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE & PART-
NERS, PLLC Plaintiff's Attorneys, 6400 SHAFER 
CT, STE 325, ROSEMONT, IL, 60018 (561) 241-
6901. Please refer to file number 24-216799.
THE JUDICIAL SALES CORPORATION
One South Wacker Drive, 24th Floor, Chicago, IL 
60606-4650 (312) 236-SALE
You can also visit The Judicial Sales Corporation 
at www.tjsc.com for a 7 day status report of pend-
ing sales.
CHAD LEWIS
ROBERTSON ANSCHUTZ SCHNEID CRANE & 
PARTNERS, PLLC
6400 SHAFER CT, STE 325
ROSEMONT IL, 60018
561-241-6901
E-Mail: ILMAIL@RASLG.COM
Attorney File No. 24-216799
Attorney ARDC No. 6306439
Attorney Code. 65582
Case Number: 2024 CH 07717
TJSC#: 46-71
NOTE: Pursuant to the Fair Debt Collection Prac-
tices Act, you are advised that Plaintiff's attorney is 
deemed to be a debt collector attempting to collect 

Commonly known as 1531 W Farwell Ave Unit 1N, 
Chicago, IL 60626
Property Index No. 11-32-120-038-1007
The real estate is improved with a Residential 
Property. The judgment amount was $181,620.51 
Sale Terms: Full Sale Terms are available on the 
property page at www.auction.com by entering 
1531 W Farwell Ave Unit 1N into the search bar. If 
sold to anyone other than the Plaintiff, the winning 
bidder must pay the full bid amount within twenty-
four (24) hours of the auction's end. All payments 
must be certified funds. No third-party checks will be 
accepted. All bidders will need to register at www.
auction.com prior to placing a bid. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to plaintiff and in "AS IS" condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court. 
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the purchas-
er will receive a certificate of sale that will entitle the 
purchaser to a deed to the real estate after confirma-
tion of the sale. The property will NOT be open for 
inspection and plaintiff makes no representation as 
to the condition of the property, prospective bidders 
are admonished to check the court file to verify all 
information. If this property is a condominium unit, 
the purchaser of the unit at the foreclosure sale, 
other than a mortgagee, shall pay the assessments 
and the legal fees required by the Condominium 
property Act, 765 ILCS 605/9 (g)(l) and (g)(4). If this 
property is a condominium unit which is part of a 
common interest community, the purchaser of the 

25% down of the highest bid by certified funds at 
the close of the sale payable to The Judicial Sales 
Corporation. No third party checks will be accepted. 
The balance, in certified funds/or wire transfer, is 
due within twenty-four (24) hours. The subject prop-
erty is subject to general real estate taxes, special 
assessments, or special taxes levied against said 
real estate and is offered for sale without any repre-
sentation as to quality or quantity of title and without 
recourse to Plaintiff and in ''AS IS'' condition. The 
sale is further subject to confirmation by the court.
Upon payment in full of the amount bid, the pur-
chaser will receive a Certificate of Sale that will 
entitle the purchaser to a deed to the real estate 
after confirmation of the sale.
The property will NOT be open for inspection and 
plaintiff makes no representation as to the condition 
of the property. Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to verify all information.
If this property is a condominium unit, the purchaser 
of the unit at the foreclosure sale, other than a 
mortgagee, shall pay the assessments and the 
legal fees required by The Condominium Property 
Act, 765 ILCS 605/9(g)(1) and (g)(4). If this property 
is a condominium unit which is part of a common 
interest community, the purchaser of the unit at the 
foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee shall pay 
the assessments required by The Condominium 
Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1).
IF YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POSSES-
SION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN OR-
DER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 15-1701(C) OF THE ILLINOIS MORT-

a debt and any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.
Case # 2024 CH 07717
I3295381

212121 ----------------------------------------------------

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
COUNTY DEPARTMENT - CHANCERY DIVISION
MSR Asset Vehicle LLC
Plaintiff,
-v.-
Charles Wadee; 1529-37 W. Farwell Condominium 
Association; Unknown Heirs and Legatees of James 
Wadee; Unknown Owners and Nonrecord Claim-
ants; NaaLomoley A. Sahin as Independent Ad-
ministrator of the Estate of James Abbam Wadee, 
Deceased; Jennifer Gonsalves; Helen Gyamfi; Flor-
ence Agyeman; Kodjo Wadee; Elizabeth Kuntuah; 
Josephine Wadee; Alison Wadee
Defendants.
2024CH05935
1531 W Farwell Ave Unit 1N, Chicago, IL 60626
NOTICE OF SALE PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that pursuant to a Judgment of Foreclosure 
and Sale entered in the above cause on 7/13/2026, 
an agent of Auction.com, LLC will conduct the On-
line Only auction at www.auction.com, with the bid-
ding window opening on 11/23/2026 at 10:00 AM 
CDT and closing on November 25, 2026 at 10:00 
AM subject to extension, and will sell at public sale 
to the highest bidder, as set forth below, the follow-
ing described real estate.

unit at the foreclosure sale other than a mortgagee 
shall pay the assessments required by the Condo-
minium Property Act, 765 ILCS 605/18.5(g-1). IF 
YOU ARE THE MORTGAGOR (HOMEOWNER), 
YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO REMAIN IN POS-
SESSION FOR 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN 
ORDER OF POSSESSION, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 15-1701 (C) OF THE ILLINOIS 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE LAW. For informa-
tion, contact Plaintiffs attorney: CODILIS & ASSO-
CIATES PC 6307945300 please refer to file number 
14-24-03724. Auction.com, LLC 100 N LaSalle St., 
Suite 1400, Chicago, IL 60602 - 872-225-4985 You 
can also visit www.auction.com. Attorney File No. 
14-24-03724 Case Number: 2024CH05935 NOTE: 
PURSUANT TO THE FAIR DEBT COLLECTION 
PRACTICES ACT, YOU ARE ADVISED THAT 
PLAINTIFF'S ATTORNEY IS DEEMED TO BE A 
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT AND ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED 
WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
I3295337

141414 ----------------------------------------------------
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The Willye White Park Advi-
sory Council has announced their 
Autumn 2026 “Science in Art” 
Competition. The competition 
asks Rogers Park elementary stu-
dents to select a NASA mission 
and create a work of art inspired 
by that mission. 

Entries can be submitted to the 
Willye White Park Fieldhouse, 
1610 W. Howard St, before Nov. 
13. 

Winners will be chosen by vote 
of local residents. Winners will 
be announced and prizes will be 
awarded at the Willye B. White 
Park Fieldhouse 3 p.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 21.

Science art 
competition  

deadline Nov. 13

The Howard & Evanston 
Community Center is hold-
ing its annual adult educa-
tion open house, craft fair 
and bake sale 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 14, at 
7648 N. Paulina. Adult edu-
cation is for mature individ-
uals who left the traditional 
K-12 school system or com-
pulsory education and want 
to learn new skills, complete 
missing credentials, or pur-
sue personal growth.

Guests are invited to join 
in supporting their adult ed-
ucation program, which pro-
vide English Language Ac-
quisition and GED classes to 
Rogers Park, and beyond for 
over 50 years. 

The event will include a 
day of games, snacks, fami-
ly-friendly activities such as 
face-painting and crafts.

For more information, vis-
it https://give.metrofamily.
org/campaign/843113/donate

Open house  
on adult ed  

Nov. 14

sections.
The new flashing beacons con-

sist of rectangular-shaped yellow 
indicators that flash lights when 
activated. One is installed on ei-
ther side of the street. When a 
pedestrian wishes to cross, they 
push a button and the lights start 
to flash to alert drivers.

According to the US Dept. of 
Transportation, RRFBs can in-
crease motorist yielding rates up 
to 98% and can reduce pedestrian 
crashes up to 47%, when used 
properly. Flashing beacons have 
been installed at the intersections 
of Devon and Oakley, Campbell, 
and Whipple.

devon from p. 1

ty hubs that strengthen and enrich 
communities she feels we must 
continue to advocate for them.

Coons’ and Flemens’ back-
grounds in art and landscape 
work have enhanced their lives 
and aided their efforts to benefit 
their community. Their labors 
along Ravenswood Ave. turned 
a 660-foot long expanse from 
an eye sore into today’s thriving 
West Andersonville Garden.

In 1994 Coons plotted out plans 
for the garden and with others 
convinced Greencorps to com-
mit to supporting the initial in-
stallation. Shortly after, Suzanne 
joined in.

treasures from p. 1

until the victim escaped and took 
cover. The companion eventually 
found him and called 911. The 
victim was taken to a hospital for 
treatment.

Police recovered a box cut-
ter from Valenzuela’s pants and 
a second metal knife with blood 
on its blade, prosecutors said. 
Both weapons were swabbed for 
DNA. During an interview with 
detectives, Valenzuela said he had 
blacked out and could not remem-
ber what happened in the parking 
lot, according to prosecutors.

charged from p. 1

For 32 years Flemens and 
Coons, along with volunteers, 
have nurtured this beloved com-
munity space.

That led them to join the board 
of the W.A.N.T. block club at a 
time when developers were fight-
ing to keep open zoning. They 
successfully helped neighbor-
hood efforts to down zone the 
area, assuring that the neighbor-
hood and block club have a voice 
in proposed larger developments. 
Clemens and Coons have been ac-
tively involved in W.A.N.T. ever 
since. Clemens has served twice 
as its President.

An additional recipient is Joan-
na Brousard. Brousard began her 
long association with the Friends 

of the Edgewater Library. She 
first became involved 23 years 
ago shortly after arriving from 
New Orleans. She started attend-
ing CAPS meetings to get a bet-
ter feeling for the neighborhood. 
Eventually, she began her long as-
sociation with the Friends of the 
Edgewater Library.

Using her background as a 
lifelong business owner and her 
marketing and communications 
skills, Brousard became deeply 
involved in the Friends’ planning 
and programs. She designed their 
website and still serves as their 
webmaster among many other ac-
tivities on the Friends’ behalf. For 
the past five years, she has served 
as the organization’s president.

Her public relations experience 
has helped expand the Friends’ 
role by directly addressing the 
community’s needs and building 
partnerships that encourage en-
gagement. For example, in lever-
aging the strength of community 
members and others, Friends has 
advocated on behalf of the Chi-
cago Public Library to maintain 
stable city funding and ensure the 
necessary resources for libraries 
and communities throughout the 
city.

Brousard accomplished all 
these things for the Friends of 
the Edgewater Library while run-
ning a full-time public relations 
and executive leadership advisory 
practice.

by Peter von Buol

Among the many firsts at the 
World’s Columbian Exposition of 
1893 was the display of the first-
ever World Record Giant Pump-
kin and which established the 
orange squash as a fall holiday 
tradition. 

Giant pumpkins (Cucurbita 
maxima) and the closely-related 
pumpkins (Cucurbita pepo) are 
types of squash. Giant pumpkins 
are known for their large size and 
often reach a weight of more than 
2,000 pounds. Last year, a new 
world record pumpkin reached a 
weight of 3,156 pounds. 

According to data released by 
the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, Illi-
nois is the leading pumpkin-pro-
ducing state in the nation, both in 
harvested acreage and production 
volume. In 2024, Illinois pro-
duced approximately 485 million 
pounds of pumpkins. Pumpkins 
are grown for food production 
and as fall ornamentals.

While pumpkins were among 
the earliest crops cultivated by 
humans in the Americas (possi-
bly as long as 7,000 years ago), 
they may have actually received 
help even earlier from a large 
now-extinct mammal known as 
gomphotheres.

Gomphotheres are an extinct 
group of prehistoric mammals 
that belonged to the order Pro-

Today’s giant pumpkins are reminder  
of elephant relatives which roamed the Americas

boscidea, which includes modern 
elephants. 

While they originated in Africa, 
they were highly adaptable and 
were once found on all continents 
(except Australia and Antarctica), 
including North and South Amer-
ica. They became extinct about 
10-12,000 years ago, most likely 
after humans appeared in the 
Western Hemisphere. Before they 
became extinct, gomphotheres 
helped develop different types of 
pumpkins as they were about the 
only herbivore capable of eating 
them.

“They were the primary seed 
dispersers in their ecosystems. 
Proboscideans are and were re-
sponsible for the spread of plants 
and maintenance of these eco-
systems,” said William J. Sand-
ers, Senior Research Laboratory 
Specialist at the Museum of Pa-

leontology at the Univ. of Michi-
gan. “Gomphotheres, like their 
elephant cousins, were probably 
hind gut fermenters. Not like 
modern antelopes and cows that 
have four-part, complex stom-
achs. Instead, they have a slow 
gut passage time and can eat all 
sorts of vegetation, in the process 
swallowing large seeds.”

“I tracked elephants in Mo-
zambique two summers ago dur-
ing the dry season and many of 
them were eating palm fruits and 
dispensing the seeds in a nice 
packet of dung, which is great for 
spreading palm trees around,” 
said Sanders.  

While the living elephants 
Sanders studies are found in Af-
rica, he believes gomphotheres 
would have had a very similar 
effect on their environments in 
North and South America.  

“Hind-gut fermenters can ex-
tract nutrients from nutrient-poor 
plants. So, my guess is that gom-
photheres did the same with all 
sorts of plants and plant parts, 
which could have included in the 
New World giant pumpkins.  I 
am not so much of a New World 
proboscidean guy, so I wouldn’t 
know which gomphotheres were 
around at the right time.  In Af-
rica, the presence of elephants 
starting around 8 million years 
ago coincided with the begin-
nings of our own biological clade, 
the hominins. These were essen-
tially apes that needed to come to 
the ground and move efficiently 
between food-bearing stands of 
trees or plants in wooded savanna 
and other partially open-country 
settings,” said Sanders. 

Ancestral species and later 
modern humans noticed how the 
large mammals modified an envi-
ronment and took advantage.

“Early elephants helped to crop 
vegetation and maintain the open-
country quality of those habitats, 
so they are partly responsible for 
our success as terrestrial bipeds,” 
said Sanders. 

In the Chicago area, for three 
closely related groups, the Pota-
watomi, Odawa and the Ojibwe, 
these squash were included as one 
of their of traditional crops, which 
also included corns and beans.

Giant Pumpkins (Cucurbita maxima) are massive, pale orange pumpkins, 
often weighing hundreds of pounds. ideal for carving, baking, or displaying.




